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111 

Pike  and  Eel,  177 
Pike,  A  Gossip  About,  48 
Pike,  1  he  Largest  in  the  World,  430 
I  Pike  Fishing  at  Castle  Howard,  166 
Pike  from  Lough  Ree,  Large,  61 
:  Piscatorial  Society,   The,  69 ;  Annual 

Dinner,  123,  199,  265,  266 
Poetry  : — 

A  Dialogue  on  Dynamite,  138 
An  Echo  of  the  Ply  Fishers'  Dinner 
217 

Young  Enthusiasts,  239 

Arlington  Lake,  253 

The  Auld  Fisher  tae  his  Dochter,  265 

All  was  Green,  365 
Porcelain  Rod  Rings,  105,  141,  249 
Postcards,  Piscatorial,  92 
"  President  "  Salmon  Ply,  The,  141 
Prices  for  Trout    Pishing  Tickets  at 

Hungerford  Fifty  Years  Ago,  33 
Pyrenees,  Angling  in  the,  295,  429 

Queer  Pishes,  40 

Rainbow  Trout  ?  Is  it  the  Record,  430 
Rainbow  Trout  Breeding  in  Ceylon,  365 
Recipes  for  Cooking  Pish,  45,  170 
"  Red  Spinner  "  in  Cornwall,  365 
"  Red  Spinner."— The  May  Fly,  383 
Renfors,  Agnes.— Pine  Fishing  in  Pin- 
land,  112 
Reservoir  Trout,  A  Fine,  298 
Retrospect,  A,  300 


Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  ^ 
Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society 

— Catalogue  of  Fishing  Tackle,  204 
Carter-Platts,W.— Papa  (Limited),  311 
Cornish,  C.  J.,  F.Z.S.— The  Naturalist 

on  the  Thames,  382 
Country,  The.  169 

Cummins,  W.  J.— ^The  Green  Bank, 
255 

Crests,  Medals,  and  Ribbons  of  the 

British  Army,  265 
Dewar,  G.  A.  B.  (Editor).— Winchester 

Edition  of  the  Compleat  Angler,  159, 

300 

Dowell,  J.— Norwegian  Anglings,  34 
Gibbs,  J.  A.— A  Cotswold  Village,  234 
Gill,  L.  Upcott.  —  The  Naturalists' 

Directory,  72 
Halford,  P.  M.— Works  on  Dry  Fly 

Pishing  and  Dry  Fly  Entomology, 

365 

Homely  Hints  on  Food  and  Cooking, 

386 

Hulme,  E.,  F.L.S.,  F.S. A.— Familiar 
Wild  Flowers,  204 

Malloch's  Shooting  and  Fishing  Agency 
List,  108  5  5  J' 

Marston,  E.— Sketches  of  some  Book- 
sellers of  the  time  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
159 

Millais,   J.    G.,  P.Z.S.,   etc.  —  The 
Natural    History    of    the  British' 
Surface-Feeding  Ducks,  233  j 

Miller's,  J.  E.,  Catalogue  of  Fishing  i 
Tackle,  etc.,  297 

Mora,  J.  J.— The  Animals  of  ^sop,  23 

Patillo,  T.  R.— Moose  Hunting  and 
Salmon  Fishing,  381 

Randall,  M.— Afloat  on  River  and  Sea, 
13 

Rolt,  H.  A. — Grayling  Fishing  in  South 

Country  Streams,  39 
Ronalds'  Ply  Fishers'  Entomology,  281 
Sporting  Goods  Dealer,  The,  233 
Sunday  Magazine,  The,  216 
Walbran's  Fly  Fisher's  Compendium 

and  Price  List,  271 
Webster's  Dictionary,  New  Edition  of, 

255 

Whitty's,  Mr.  H.,  Catalogue  of  Fishing 
Tackle,  etc  ,  298 
Rod  Joints  Sticking,  To  Prgvent,  429 
Rods,  etc  ,  A  Few  Notes  on,  127 
Rolt,  H.  A.— The  Sport  of  the  Democracy, 

320 

Ronalds,  Alfred,  281 

Roosevelt,  President,  199 

"Rugde."— A  Brace  of  Early  Scandi- 
navian Salmon,  61 ;  The  Fisheries  of 
Sweden,  368  ;  Spring  in  Norway,  218 

Runs  on  the  Red  Brae,  2 

Russian  Rivers  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
Poacher,  109 


St.  Albans,  159 

Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts, 
1861-1892,  197 

Salmon  and  Trout,  To  Distinguish,  409 

Salmon  Angling  at  Galway,  108 

Salmon  as  Leapers,  20 

Salmon  Ascending  the  Ladder  at  Ring- 
wood,  7 

Salmon  (241b.)  Caught  in  the  Avon,  249 
Salmon  Caught  in  the  Ewe,  A  501b.,  429 
Salmon  Caught  in  the  Thames,  Young, 
215 

Salmon  do  Not  Always  Return  to  Their 

Native  Rivers,  349 
Salmon,  Dr.  Dahl's  Suggestions  for  the 

Preservation  of,  365 
Salmon— Does   a  Good  Salmon  Year 

Follow  a  Good  Herring  Season  ?  33 
Salmon  Fishing  in  British  Columbia,  123 
Salmon  Fishing  in  Ireland,  40 
Salmon  Pishing  in  South  Kerry,  281, 

299 

Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Severn,  97 
Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Suir,  69 
Salmon  for  New  Zealand,  197 
Salmon  for  the  Thames,  199,  431 
Salmon  Harvest  of  1901,  69,  114 
Salmon  Hatchery  Operations  in  the 
North,  60 

Salmon  in  America,  Artificial  Cultivation 
of,  397 

Salmon,  Investigation  of  Digestive  Tract 
of,  349 

Salmon  Loch,  An  Artificial,  39S 
Salmon  Marking  Experiments  in  1848, 
84 

Salmon  over  701b.  Caught  in  the  United 

Kingdom,  141 
Salmon  Pass,  It  is  Illegal  to  Pish  at  the 

Foot  of  a,.5i 


;  Salmon,  Rapid  Increa.se  in  Weight  of,  349 
Salmon,  a  Remarkable  Trio  of,  301 
Salmon  Rise,  Why  and  When,  350 
Salmon,  Sale  of,  .361 

Salmon  Spawning  Grounds  on  the  Tay. 

19 

Salmon,  Supposed  New  Variety  of,  8 
Salmon  Takes  a  Snake,  413 
;  Salmon  Waters  Open  on  Feb.  11,  89 
Salt  Water  Life  of  the  Salmon,  33 
Sam's  Conversion,  360 
San  Francisco  Ply  Casting  Club,  25G 
San  Remo,  Fishing  near,  etc.,  199,  236 
Sardinia  and  Sicily,  The  Trout  of,  114 
Scandinavian  Salmon,  A  Brace  of,  51 
Scientific  Tackle,  336 
Scotland,  Bill  for  the  Better  Protection 

of  Fish  in,  110 
Scottish  Freshwater  Fisheries  Bill,  204 
Scottish   Salmon   Fisheries  Report  for 
1901,  349 

Sea  Fishing  in  the  Channel  Islands,  265 
Sea  Fishing,  Stray  Notes  on,  53,  76,  91, 

112,  128,  148,  165,  185,  220 
Serpentine  Trout,  251 
Shad  in  America,  Discovery  of  a  New,  429 
Shannon  Salmon,  Large  Spring,  277 
Sharpe,  A.  C— A  Small  Trout  Stream,  35 
Sheridan  was  a  Ply  Fisher,  General,  249 
Shetland  Waters,  The,  73 
Shrubsole,  E.  S.— The  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
New  Fishery  at  Ysceifiog,  145 
j  Side-Lights  of  Angling,  432 
I  Simms,  G.  E.— The  Mud  Worm  and  the 
Blood  Worm,  434 
Simpson,  H.— A  Fisherman's  Paradise, 
205 

Single  Hook  for  the  Trolling  Spoon,  9 
"  Six  Hours— No  Fish,"  314 
Skate,  The,  123 
Small  Trout  Stream,  A,  35 
Smith  of  Gumfreston,  90 
Split  Rings,  253 
I  Sport  of  the  Democracy,  The,  320 
Sport  on  the  "  Queen  of  Rivers,"  110 
Spring  Salmon  Fishing,  69,  87,  106,  124, 

142,  160,  178,  200 
Spring  Salmon  Season,  The,  203 
Spring  Trout  in  Yorkshire,  365 
Squirrel  Fishing,  281 
Stanley,  R.— The  Comedy  of  a  Carp,  286; 
"  Early  Days,"   89  ;     A  Favouring 
Breeze,  162  ;  My  Favourite  Swim,  38  ; 
"No  Fishing  Allowed,"  54;  The  Oc- 
casional Trout,  399  ;  "  Old  Dick,"  145; 
Out  of  Season,  254  ;  "  Six  Hours— No 
Fish, "314;  Tue  Tragedy  of  a  Tench,  7  ; 
The  Young  Idea,  221 
Stations  available  by  Privilege  Tickets, 
134 

Steel  Fishing  rods,  253 
Stocking,  A  Question  of,  351,  369 
"  Straw  Hat." — Angliog  on  the  Tugela, 
414 

Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 

History,  337,  352,  369,  432 
Stuart,  H.— A  Tale  of  Tidal  Trout,  235 
Sturdy,  E.— My  First  Norwegian  River 

Dealer,  1 
Summer  Ducklings,  250 
Summer  Prospects,  316 
Sunday,  An  Angler's,  92 
Sussex  Expedition,  A,  .369 
Sweden,  The  Fisheries  of,  368 

;  Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  8  16  147 
203,  204,  216,  217,  218,  249,  250  254 
298,  313,  333,  360,  363,  .365,  383,  384 
397,  401,  416 

Tapeworm  of  Salmon,  etc.,  141 

Tarpon,  The,  72 

Tarpon  Fishing,  85,  105 

"Tarpon  Fishing."  A  Paper  by  Mr. 
Francis,  19 

Tarpon,  How  the  Ladies  catch,  429 

Tarpon  and  Shark  landed  on  Castle- 
connell  Rods,  400 

Tay  Salmon  Fishing,  Loch,  105 

Tay  Salmon  Pishing  Proprietors,  Meeting 
of,  166 

Taylor,  D.  B. — Trout  Fishing  at  Gwee- 
dore,  78 

Tcherkassov,  Baron  Paul.— The  American 
Style  of  Casting  from  the  Reel,  etc., 
253  ;  Russian  Rivers  at  the  Mercy  of 
the  Poacher,  109 

Tees  as  a  Trout  River,  The,  84 

Teme,  The  River,  352 

Temperature  of  Early  and  Late  Salmon 
Rivers,  349 

Test  Fishing  Case,  Important,  107 

Thomas,  W.  J.— Westmeath  Lakes  and 
Rivers,  435 

Thornton,  Mr.  Percy  M.,  M.P.,  335 
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Tid*!  Trout,  A  Tale  of,  235 
To  Decide  a  Bet,  3 

Tod,  E.  M. — The  Dwindling  of  our  Rivers, 

299;  Innerleithen,  18G;  Why  and  When 

Salmon  Rise,  350 
"  Tod  "  Fly,  The,  141 
Tommy  at  Home  in  the  Blockhouse,  197 
Tragedy  of  a  Tench,  The,  7 
Trout,  A  Fine  Westmeath,  399 
Trout  Fishing  at  Gweedore,  78 
Trout  Fishing  with  Artificial  Moths  in 

the   Westmorland    and  Cumberland 

Streams,  301 


Trout  Licence  System,  Professor  Strong 

and  the,  353 
Trout  or  Grilse,  353 
Trout  take  Moles,  397 
Trout,  To  Tell  their  Weight  from  the 

Length,  397,  413 
Tugela,  Angling  on  the,  414 
Tunny,  Canning,  83 
Tweed  Salmon,  The  Tale  of  a,  87 

"Val  Conson." — Miscellaneous  Notes, 

250,  281 
Voracity  of  the  Pike,  63 


"W.  E.  B."— An  Angler's  Sunday,  92; 

The  Broken  Spell,  24 
"  W.  F."— Musings,  27 
"  W.  H.  C."— Fishing  and  Shooting  in 

the  North-West  of  Canada,  236 
"  W.  H.  P."— Night  Fishing  on  Winder- 
mere ;  or,  Sam's  Conversion,  366 
Wales,  Fishing  in,  177 
Water  Famine  Question,  350 
Welsh  Marches,  on  the,  77,  216 
Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers,  435 
Westgate,  H.  C. — A  Gossip  about  Pike 
Wet  Fly  Oil  Tip,  A,  249,  250,  281 


What  Pish  are  They  ?  177 
Windermere,  Night  Fishing  on,  366 
Wrasse,  Rock  Fishing  for  Big,  313 
Wye,  Tributaries  of  the  Upper,  216 

"  X.  S.  R."— The  Evening  and  the  Morn- 
ing, 236 

Young  Idea,  The,  221 
Ythan,  Anent  the,  285 

ZuEicH,  a  Note  about,  237 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Xddbess  Wanted,  232 
Aix-le3-Bains,  247 

American  Methods  of  Casting,  etc.,  198, 

214,  231,  428 
Anglers  I  Have  Known,  etc.,  396,  412 
Angling  Becoming  Too  Scientific,  444 
Antwerp,  Sports  Exhibition  at,  104 
April  Trout  Fishing,  86 
"Ariel"  Tackle,  The,  396,  428 
"  Art  of  Angling,"  The,  49 

Backwabd  Season,  A,  396 

Bait  for  Pike,  214 

Bait-Can,  The  Basil-Field,  139 

Boat  Fishing,  How  to  Keep  Dry  in,  380 

Book  on  Rod  Making,  140 

Bournemouth,  Fishing  at,  49,  103,  348 

Bream  Fishing  in  Ireland  Wanted,  175 

Bream  in  Ireland,  Big,  139 

Canada,  Book  on  Fishing  in,  412 

Carlingford  Lough,  312 

Carp,  Age  of,  295 

Carp,  A  141b.,  158 

Carp,  An  Unusual  Capture  of  a,  68 

Carp  and  Tench  in  an  Aquarium,  104 

Casting  from  the  Reel,  120 

Casts  of  Fish,  157 

Cheshire  Mere,  An  Old,  247 

Coch-y-Bondhu,  Mr.  Kennedy's,  380,  395 

Coin  St.  Dennis,  280 

Colne  at  Staines,  The,  50 

Companion  Wanted,  176,  380 

Correction,  A,  86,  364 

Corrib  River,  Angling  on  the,  264 

Cray,  The  Fish  of  the,  364,  380 

Crayfish  Disease,  The,  264 

Defects  in  Lines,  380 
Diplomas  at  the  Glasgow  Exhibition,  31 
Dovey,  Rods  and  Flies  for  the,  198,  213, 
214 

Dressing  for  Sea  Lines,  etc.,  68,  86 
Dropper  Eye  Attachment,  etc.,  18,  32 
Duchess  Ann  Trout,  The,  198 
Dungloe,  Hotels  at,  428 

Eel,  Another  Pine,  31 

Eel,  The  Greediness  of  the,  396 

Eels,  An  Old  Author  on,  158 

Eels,  Catching,  232 

Eels,  Curious  Capture  of,  197 

Eels  Hibernate  ?  Do,  68,  86 

Eels  Very  Much  in  the  Wey,  31 

Eggs  in  Finnock  in  May,  412 

EmsUe  Lock-Fast  Joint,  The,  332,  363, 

396,  412 
Excelsior  Angler,  The,  332 
Exhibition  at  Vienna,  The,  396 

FiBEE  from  Madagascar,  231 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near :  Ardennes,  the, 
176,  232 ;  Ashburton-on-Dart,  139,  175, 
232 :  Austria  (Gastein),  412 ;  Arun, 
the,  175 ;  Barmouth,  444  ;  Barnstaple, 
248,  263,  279;  Bath,  348;  Bexhill, 
380  ;  Bollin,  the,  379  ;  Bordeaux,  139, 
157;  Brighton,  86,  380;  Bristol,  412, 
428;  Caldew,  380;  Croydon,  444; 
Croom,  311,  332  ;  Crystal  Palace,  444  ; 
Dartmoor,  444  ;  Dee — Carrog,  295  ; 
Dee  at  Overton,  331,  347,  364;  Deveron 
at  Huntly,  86,  103  ;  Dorset,  428,  444  ; 
Edinburgh,  264,  280;  Finland,  157, 
176,  214,  279  ;  Germany,  32  ;  Glasgow, 


176,  198,  214;  Glommen  and  Rena, 
the,  348;  Grimsby,  158,  380;  Hast- 
ings, 264,  280  ;  Ireland,  197,  412, 
444  ;  Isle  of  Wight,  444 ;  Italy, 
104,  120,  139,  231;  Kerry,  412  ; 
Kidderminster,  412,  444 ;  Lake  Dis- 
trict, 214,  247  ;  Lewis,  176  ;  Liverpool, 
86  ;  Llangollen,  32,  68  ;  Loch  Lomond, 
279 ;  Loch  Ness,  139 ;  London,  348, 
444  ;  Lough  Conn,  332  ;  Lough  Corrib, 
198,  232,  280,  296,  311,  444;  Lough 
Derg,  296,  363,  443 ;  Lough  Mask,  264, 
312,  331 ;  Lough  Ree,  248  ;  Lynmouth, 
139;  Lynn,  the,  331;  Lynton,  296, 
312;  Lvon,  the,  139, 156;  Manchester, 
312  ;  Mole,  the,  428  ;  Newfoundland, 
18 ;  Newtownstewart,  332 ;  Nith  and 
Annan,  396  ;  North  Devon,  140 ;  North 
Wales,  175,  331;  Norway,  312,  364, 
395;  Ouse  (Bedfordshire),  296;  Ply- 
mouth, 380;  RoEstrevor,  312,  347  ;  Rje, 
213  ;  Scotland,  50,  296,  311,  332,  348, 
379,  396;  Shetland,  104,  120,  157; 
South  Africa,  49,  295  ;  Spey,  the,  396, 
412;  Sussex,  213;  Teifi,  the,  331,  348, 
364,  428;  Towyu,  380;  Tyrol,  the,  380; 
Usk,  the,  198;  Virginia  Water,  380; 
Wear  District,  18;  Windermere,  175, 
198,  231,  264 

Fishing  Frog  or  Angler,  86 

Fishmongers'  Company,  The  New 
Solicitor  to  the,  248 

Formalin,  231 

Fresh  Water  Fishery  Act,  The,  263 
Frost  Fish,  The  New  Zealand,  214 
Fungus  on  Fish,  19,  279,  295,  296, 311,  348 

Geen's  Capital  Articles,  Mr.,  156 
Glasgow  District,  Trout  Fishing  in,  176, 
198,  214 

Gnash  and  Welland  Angling  Society,  232 
Godstone,  Stretch  of  Water  near,  157 
Good  Friday  Trout  Fishing,  139 
Good  Haul,  A,  331 

Hackles  for  Fly  Making,  Old,  85 
Hebrides,  Trout  or  Sea-Trout  in  the,  396, 
412 

Hens  Hatching  Fish,  295 

Hint  for  Bird  Loving  Anglers,  A,  347 

Hook  Making  Query,  A,  66 

Idle  Fishing  Club,  312 

Injurious  to  the  Fish  ?    Will  it  be,  213 

Innerleithen  Tweed  Salmon  Fishing,  156, 

175,  197,  198,  232,  248,  264 
Insect  Food,  214 
Intuitive  Eye,  An,  312 
Items,  A  Pew  Interesting,  176 

Jack-a-Napes  Fishing  for  Crabs,  296 
Jardine's,  Mr.,  Articles. — Sec  "  Anglers 

I  have  Known  and  Fished  With." 
July  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  232 

Kelt  Sea-Trout,  The,  248 
Kendall  Adjustable  Minnow  Tackle,  444 
King  Carp,  Capture  of  a  Fine,  18 
King  John  and  the  Lampreys,  18,  32 

Landing  Net,  Page's  Tenbury,  364 
Large  Pish  Caught  Last  Season,  312,  332, 
348,  364 

Light  Rods,  364,  380,  395,  412,  427,  428 


Lobster  Pots  Wanted,  248 
Log  Fishing  Extraordinary,  140 
Lough  Conn,  380 

Mackintosh  Re-proofed,  364,  412 
Mahseer,  Re,  444 
Mallooh  Reel,  The,  312,  444 
May  Fly,  The  Black  Forest,  348 
May  Fly  in  France,  395 
May  Fly  on  the  Petrill,  396 
Mussel  Bait  Spinner,  The,  264 

Nails  for  Brogues,  444 
Name  of  Fly  Box  Wanted,  428,  442 
Navigable  River  Query,  A,  18 
Netting  at  Grove  Ferry,  86 
New  Zealand  Waters,  Fish  in,  214 
Norwegian  Salmon  Fishing  Laws,  379, 396 

Oeange  River  Fish,  18 

Paeasites,  296,  347 
Paternoster  for  Pike,  85 
Perch,  A  Grand,  213 
Perch,  Large,  104 
Perch  Fishing  Wanted,  412,  444 
Perch,  etc..  What  Age  is  this,  68,  86 
Pike,  A  Big  Lough  Mask,  331 
Pike  Bite,  How  to  Make  the,  396 
Pike,  Capture  of  a  171b.,  18;  241b.,  50 
Pike,  Sad  Story  of  a  Big  Catch  of,  156, 175 
Pike  and  Perch  Fishing,  49 
Pike  Pishing  Extraordinary,  50 
Pike  Fishing — A  Record  Catch  for  the 

Oxford  District,  85 
Pike  Pishing  on  Lough  Mask  and  Lough 

Na-Fough,  50,  104 
Porcelain  Rod  Rings,  156,  176,  198 
Porpoise,  Whale,  and  Grampus,  86 

QuASi-SciEKTiFic  Angling  Society,  A,  49, 
66 

Queer  Bait,  A,  264 
Queries,  213,  296 

Rainbow  Query,  A,  18,  66 
Rainbow  Trout  with  Perch  and  Pike,  31 
Rainbows  and  Salmo  fario.  Crossing,  85 
Rainbows  in  Englandj  Wild,  139 
Rainbows  in  Germany,  Wild,  120,  139 
Raw  Fish  as  Pood,  139,  156 
Recipe  Wanted,  197 
Record  Catches,  332 

Restocking  Waters  in  the  Widnes  Dis- 
trict, 32 

Right  to  Fish  from  a  Punt  on  a  Tidal 

River,  248 
Right  to  Fish  Query,  A,  66 
Roach  Caught  on  one  Hook,  41b.  of,  157 
Roach  Powder,  Newton's  Ohemic,  198 
Roach,  The  Record,  312 
Rod  Varnish,  Palmer's,  312 
Rods,  About,  427 

Ronalds'  "  Ply  Fisher's  Entomology," 
312 

Russian  Pike,  A  Brace  of  Big,  157 

Salmon,  About  Large,  232 
Salmon  Breed  ?  Do  Land-Locked,  428 
Salmon,  A  .361b.  Loch  Lomond,  443 
Salmon,  The  Meavy,  213,  279,  296,  312 
Salmon,  Size  and  Weight  of,  312 
Salmon  and  Farm  Servants,  158 
Salmon  and  Trout  in  the  Dart,  232 


Salmon  Clause  in  Indentures,  17,  32,  50, 
68 

Salmon  Fishery  Royal  Commission,  The, 

348 

Salmon  Flies,  Metal- Winged,  157 
Salmon  Ova,    Extraordinary  Develop- 
ment of,  85 
Salmon  Query,  A,  247 
Salmon  Rise,  Why  and  When,  332 
Scotland,  Bill  for  the  Better  Protection 

of  Fresh  Water  Fish  in,  139 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


AN  IMPORTANT  NEW  DEPARTURE. 
Articles  about  Fish  and  Fishing  in  Place  of 
Weekly  Club  Reports. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  special  notice,  I 
liave  decided  after  this  week  to  make  a  change 
in  the  contents  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  In 
future,  mstead  of  devoting  columns  of  my  space  to 
reports  of  angling  clubs,  I  shall  be  able  to  give 
more  reading  matter  about  fish,  fishing,  and 
fish  culture,  and  that,  I  believe,  is  what  the  great 
majority  of  my  readers  want.  Also,  I  shall  be 
able  to  insert  "  Correspondence "  much  more 
promptly  than  is  possible  at  present,  a  most 
important  improvement,  as  hitherto  I  have  often 
had  to  hold  over  letters  until  the  information 
they  gave  or  required  was  too  late  to  be  of  use. 

Jan.  4,  1902. 

Club  secretaries  will  kindly  make  a  note  of 
this  alteration. 


The  Biggest  Take  of  Herring  Ever  Known. 

The  following  note  which  I  saw  in  the  West- 
minster Gazette  is  very  interesting  in  view  of  the 
fears  that  the  sea  can  be  fished  out :  "  The  North 
Sea  herring  voyage,  which  closes  each  year  a  few- 
days  before  Christmas,  has  beaten  all  records  this 
season.  Since  the  beginning  of  September,  when 
the  fishing  commences,  28,666  lasts  of  herring  have 
been  landed  at  Yarmouth,  the  great  rendez\  ous  of 
the  herring  fishers.  A  last  consists  of  13,200  fish, 
so  that  over  378,000,000  herring  have  passed  over 
the  Yarmouth  fish  wharf  during  the  past  three 
months.  In  spite  of  the  magnitude  of  the  supply 
prices  have  been  better  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  foreign  buyers  who  have  flocked 
to  Yarmouth  this  season  ;  and  the  average  earnings 
of  each  boat  have  been  from  ilOOO  to  £1200.  One 
boat,  the  highest  reported,  has  earned  ^62000  ;  and 
the  lowest  notified  so  far  is  £700." 

I  confess  that  until  I  read  the  accounts  given  by 
the  Norwegian  biologists.  Dr.  Hjort  and  Dr.  Dahl, 
of  their  deep  sea  experiments  I  was  inclined  to 
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view  with  alarm  the  tremendous  tax  made  on  the 
resources  of  the  sea  by  our  fisheries;  now  I  am 
convinced  that,  speaking  generally,  the  sea  is  an 
inexhaustible  source  of  food  for  man. 

Of  course,  as  I  pointed  out  when  calling  attention 
to  the  accounts  of  their  discoveries,  it  is  quite 
certain  some  areas  of  the  sea  can  be  for  a  time 
almost  fislied  out,  but  as  compared  with  the 
immense  extent  of  the  ocean  they  are  insignificant. 
The  Newfoimdland  cod  fisheries  have  been  fished 
for  centuries  by  both  British  and  French  fishermen, 
and  in  spite  of  intense  competition  and  continued 
improvements  in  fishing  gear  I  see  that  the 
excellent  Whitaker  gives  the  value  of  the  export  of 
cod  fish  as  nearly  five  and  a  half  million  dollars  for 
last  year  as  against  not  quite  three  and  three- 
quarter  millions  in  1895. 

More  'about  the  Mysterious  Marston  Trout. 

Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  writing  to  Forest  and 
Stream,  says : — 

"  Marston's  Char  in  Labrador. 

"  Some  time  ago  Prof.  Samuel  Carman,  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  writing  to  me  of  some  specimens  of  a 
Canadian  char,  very  different  in  colouring  from 
Salvelinus  fontinalis,  expressed  the  belief  that 
some  of  the  Alpine  chars  would  be  found  to  occur 
in  Labrador  waters.  I  have  often  recalled  his 
remark  upon  hearing  the  marvellous  descriptions 
which  missionaries,  Hudson  Bay  men  and  others 
familiar  with  the  interior  of  Labrador,  give  of  the 
highly-coloured  trout  (so  called)  that  are  found  in 
some  of  its  streams.  A  few  days  ago  I  came 
across  a  reference  made  forty  years  ago  to  the  dis- 
covery of  some  such  fish  in  a  tributary  of  the 
Moisie.  Mr.  Hind,  the  explorer  of  a  part  of 
Labrador  in  1861,  tells  of  the  fish  he  found  in  Cold- 
water  River  in.  that  year,  and  no  better  description 
than  he  gives  them  is  requhed  for  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  the  lovely  Salmo  (Salvelinus)  inarstonii, 
named  by  Mr.  Cheney  after  Mr.  R.  B.  J\Iarston, 
editor  of  the  English  Fishing  Gazette.  He  says  : 
'  Two  deep  crimson  stripes  ran  down  the  whole 
length  of  the  body  from  the  pectoral  fin  to  the  tail. 
The  throat  and  part  of  the  body  were  silver  white, 
the  back  dark  green;  the  side  of  the  fish  was 
speckled  with  salmon-coloured  spots  margined 
with  white.  Some  of  the  spots  were  crimson, 
surrounded  with  a  silver  ring.  The  flesh  of  a  few 
of  them  was  quite  white,  but  of  the  majority  of 
a  deep  salmon  color.'  "  I 

I  wonder  if  I  shall  live  to  see  my  wonderful 
namesake — it  used  to  be  a  trout,  now  it  is  a  char ; 
there  is  a  charming  mystery  about  it  any  way. 

The  Apostles  on  the  Side  or  the  Anglers. 

I  found  this  amusing  fish  story  in  the  January 
number  of  Temple  Bar  among  some  other  capital 
stories  about  Irish  clerics  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Staveley. 

"  Primate  Marcus  G.  Beresford  when  first 
appointed  to  a  living  proceeded  to  stump  over  the 
glebe  lands  with  his  dog  and  gun ;  on  his  return  he 
met  a  sour  Presbyterian,  tenant  of  some  of  the 
lands,  who  accosted  him  thus:  'We  never  read, 
your  reverence,  that  the  apostles  went  shooting 
this  way  with  theii-  dogs  and  their  guns.'  '  Ah  1 
very  true,  my  friend,'  replied  the  rector,  with  a 
humorous  twinkle  in  his  eye,  '  but,  you  know,  they 
were  so  busy  with  their  fishing,  and  they  could  not 
attend  to  more  than  one  thing  at  a  time.'  " 


Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean. 
The  eminent  ichthyologist,  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean, 
has  been  recommended  to  the  executive  committee 
of  the  World's  Exhibition  to  be  held  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  fisheries  and  fish 
exhibit  at  the  coming  event.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  the  nomination  will  be  confirmed,  as  a  more 
competent  and  experienced  scientist  and  fish- 
culturist  could  not  be  named  as  the  chief  of  this 
important  division  of  the  proposed  exhibition.  Dr. 
Bean  became  an  assistant  to  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission  in  1874,  and  during  the  succeeding 
years  he  has  been  accorded  many  honours  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  earnest  work  in  the  science  of  ichthyology. 
He  has  been  connected  with  many  exhibitions,  at 
home  and  abroad,  the  most  important  post  he  has 
held  having  been  that  of  director — for  the  Commis- 
sioner-General of  the  United  States— of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Forestry  and  Fisheries  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition  of  1900.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  Bean 
will  ensure  efficient  administration  of  his  department 
of  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition. 


Why  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  did  not  get  his  F.  G. 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  have  just  discovered  why  I  did 
not  get  mw  Fishing  Gazettes  regularly,  as  complained 
of  to  you  some  time  ago.  It  appears  several  of 
them  had  found  their  way  to  Perth,  Western 
Australia,  and  on  Dec.  24  we  got  in  halt  a  dozen 
copies  of  the  Oct.  26  number,  which  I  specially 
complained  about;  they  had  evidently  gone  the 
same  road. 

"  You  might  ask  vour  people  to  kindly  add  the 
words  '  N.B.  '  to  our"  address.  This  will  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  mistake. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  P.  I).  Malloch." 

Fancy  the  G.P.O.  giving  the  preference  to  Perth 
in  Western  Australia ;  it  shows  how  the  colonies  are 
growing  I 

Scotch  Judges  allow  Dynamite  to  be  put  into 
Rivers  ! — Amazing  LeoMj  Decision. 
From  Scotsman,  Dec.  23,  1901. 

appeal — THOS.  TENNANT  v.  JOHN  CLARK  AND  OTHERS. 

This  appeal  from  the  Sheriff  Court  at  Lanark 
raised  a  question  of  importance  to  trout  fishers. 
At  the  instance  of  Thomas  Tennant,  Procurator- 
Fiscal  at  Lanark,  John  Clark,  miner,  Lesmahagow, 
and  four  others  were  charged  with  ha\  ing  \4olated 
Sections  1  and  2  of  the  Trout  (Scotland)  Act,  1860, 
by  having  on  June  14,  1901,  m  the  River  Nethan, 
attempted  to  take  trout  by  "  putting  and  causing 
to  explode  in  the  water  of  the  river  a  charge  of 
gelatine  or  other 'explosive  substance  destructive  to 
trout  with  intent  to  destroy  the  same."  Sherifi- 
Substitute  Scott-Moncrieff  held  it  proved  that  one 
of  the  respondents,  with  whom  the  others  were 
acting  in  concert,  had  placed  a  gelatine  charge  upon 
the  smrface  of  a  boulder  standing  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  above  the  level  of  and  entirely  surrounded  by 
the  water  ;  that  the  charge  having  been  heaped  up 
with  mud  and  turf  was  exploded  by  the  respondents, 
causing  the  stone  to  crack  and  splinter,  the  water 
to  be  thrown  up  on  the  banks  and  trees,  and  se\  eral 
fish  to  be  killed,  either  through  the  concussion  or 
in  consequence  of  being  hit  by  splinters  of  the 
stone.  The  Sheriff- Substitute  was  of  opinion  that 
the  charge  of  gelatine  was  exploded  with  the  inten- 
tion of  destroying  trout,  but  that  "  the  act  of  the 
respondents  did  not  fall  under  the  words  of  the 
statute  in  respect  that  the  gelatine  was  not  actually 
put  into  or  exploded  in  the  water  of  the  river  "  ; 
and  accordingly  he  assoilzied  the  respondents. 

The  Court  refused  the  appeal,  and  found  the 
appellant  liable  in  seven  guineas  of  expenses. 

Lord  Low  said  he  did  not  think  that  by  placmg 
the  explosives  on  a  stone  the  respondents  could 
evade  the  Act  if  it  applied,  but  he  had  come  to  be 
of  opinion  with  regret  that  the  killmg  of  trout  by 
means  of  explosives  was  not  struck  at  by  the  Act. 
The  words  upon  which  the  prosecution  was  based 
were  that  "  it  shall  not  be  lawful  ...  to  fish 
for  trout  in  any  river,  water,  or  loch  in  Scotland 
...  to  put  into  the  water  lime  or  any  other 
substance  destructive  to  trout  .  .  .  with  intent 
to  destroy  the  same."  He  thought  the  meanmg  of 
the  words  was  that  the  substance  put  into  the 
water  must  in  itself  be  destructive  of  trout.  As  an 
instance  he  mentioned  lime,  which,  if  put  into  the 
water,  would  destroy  the  trout  by  poisoning  them. 
Other  substances  would  have  the  same  efiect,  but 
the  mere  putting  into  water  of  a  charge  of  gelatine 
or  dynamite  would  do  no  harm  whatever  to  the 
trout.  What  killed  them  was  not  the  substance 
put  into  the  water,  but  the  concussion  caused  by 
the  explosion. 

The  other  Judges  concurred.  _  ^ 

Counsel  for  the  appellant,  Mr.  Guthrie,  K.(  ., 
and  Mr.  Wilton;  agents,  Messrs.  Jamieson  & 
Donaldson,  S.S.C.  Counsel  for  the  respondents, 
Mr.  Morton ;  agent,  Mv.  R.  G.  Bowie,  W.S. 

It  is  not  possible  to  comment  properly  on  such  a 
judgment  as  this  without  explodmg,  so  I  leave  it 
to  explode  itself. 

Messrs.  Lambert  &  Butler  ask  a  Fish  Riddle. 

A  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  sends  us  a 
coloured  fish  picture  which  he  finds  in  a  packet 
of  cigarettes  sold  by  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Butlfr 
in  which  this  fishy  riddle  is  asked  :— 

"  T17ia^  part  of  a  fish  weighs  most .' " 


Mr..  Tni  McCarthy,  of  the  Angler's  Rest. 
Waterville,  Kerrv,  informs  us  that  he  has  been 
awarded  a  commemorati^■e  diploma  as  an  exhibitor 
in  the  Irish  section  of  the  Glasgow  International 
Exhibition  for  the  best  collection  of  Irish  made 
salmon  and  trout  flies. 
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MY  FIEST 


NOEWEGIAN 
DEALEE. 


EIVEE 


From  boyhood  Scaiuliiiavia  Inis  luid  strong' 
attractions  for  me.  Iteadabk;  books  were  few  in 
my  old  liome  on  the  Borders,  but  lying  aboxit  were 
fragments  of  Ossian  and  of  other  old  Scottish 
legends  and  tales,  with  romantic  allusions  to  the 
far-off  land  of  snow,  "  Norroway  over  the  faem," 
which  I  never  tired  of  reading.  Who,  without 
emotion,  can  read  of  the  white-bosomed  Bragela 
watcliing  from  the  rocks,  the  mists  of  falling  night 
in  lier  hair,  for  the  home-coming  of  her  luisband  ? 

The  sea  is  rolling  distant  far  ;  its  white  foam 
deceives  her  for  his  sails." 

Later,  towards  the  close  of  the  fifties,  a  brother 
went  to  Sweden,  foregathered  with  IJoyd,  whose 
••  Scandinavian  Adventures  "  had  not  long  appeared 
in  a  second  edition,  caught  many  big  trout  and 
pike  in  the  inland  seas  of  Wenem  and  Wettern  and 
their  outlets  :  was  impressed  by  the  mighty  sweep 
of  the  Gotha  from  ^Yenersborg  to  below  Trollhattan 
— grandest  of  sights  in  Scandinavia ;  fished  and 
shot  in  the  streams  and  bays  of  the  Kattegat :  and 
ended  by  sailing  in  a  boat  bought  for  four  pounds, 
with  a  crew  of  one  boy.  Axe!  by  name,  from 
(lOthenburg  to  Christiania.  There,  of  course,  he 
met  Mr.  Bennett,  father  of  the  present  man,  first 
and  best  of  tourist  agents,  with  Mhom,  as  was 
every  traveller,  he  was  charmed,  and  with  whom 
he  long  kept  up  correspondence. 

Some  years  later  I  followed  in  liis  track,  saw 
IJoyd,  then  a  fine-looking,  silver-haired  old  man, 
lieard  his  stories  of  the  capture  of  the  many 
monstrous  trout,  some  up  to  301b.,  I  fancy,  that 
made,  interesting  his  sitting-room ;  fished  the 
Gotha,  the  Wettern  Lake,  and  its  exit  at  Motala, 
finding  sport  very  jileasant,  but  failing  to  hook  any 
of  the  monsters. 

In  Korway  I  had  worked  down  the  coast,  getting 
leave  to  fish  here  and  there  from  Eomsdal  to 
Christiansand  inclusi\  e,  studying  catchment  basins 
and  maps,  and  gleaning  every^vhere  what  informa- 
tion I  could.  Another  year  I  fished  tlie  (^vinna, 
paying  for  the  first  and  best  six  weeks  Ji'S'i.  There- 
jrom  I  had  gone  to  fish  the  twenty  mile  long  lake 
Siredal,  in  which,  and  in  the  river  above,  I  got 
many  small  trout,  tliree  or  four  ugly  ones  of  51b.  to 
71b.,  and  one  beauty  of  111b. 

Such  had  been  my  experiences,  when  there 
appeared  an  advertisement  of  two  Norwegian  rivers 
to  be  let  ;  application  to  be  made  to  the  Consulate 
in  V<t.  Winchester-street.  The  gentleman  I  saw 
there  gave  me  a  short  printed  description  with  the 
catch  of  ths  previous  year,  which  he  told  me  liad 
been  furnished  by  a  solicitor  of  position  in  an 
adjoining  province ;  that  the  rent  asked  for  the 
better  of  the  two  was  XllO,  and  that  he  had  no 
other  information.  He  pointed  out,  however,  that 
the  particulars  gave  as  reference  a  London  publislier 
who  had  fished  both  rivers. 

I  went  first  to  Macgowan,  whose  description  of 
the  Qvinna  I  had  found  most  accurate,  and  in 
whom  I  had  every  faitli.  It  was  not  only  that  lie 
had  prospected  for  an  employer  the  whole  of 
Norway,  but  that  he  was  gifted  witli  unusual 
observation  and  judgment.  He  told  me  that  the 
ofiered  water  held  big  fish,  that  most  of  the  pools 
were  dangerous  to  tackle,  and  that  altogether  lie 
thought  well  of  it. 

At  l'aternoster-ro\v,  I  got  much  the  same  infor 
mation,  with  the  addition  that  on  the  spot  the 
water  might  have  been  obtained  for  less  than  lialf 
1lie  rent  now  asked.  On  this  hint  I  requested  my 
Consulate  friend  to  transmit  to  Norway  a  bid  of 
.fc.50.  3 1  was  long  Ijefore  a  reply  came,  and  I  was 
fisliing  at  Bushmills  when  a  letter,  reposted  from 
liome,  reached  me.  It  declined  my  bid,  but  offered 
to  take  £G0,  and  to  give  mc  the  option  of  continuing 
for  seven  years.  The  difference  being  small,  and 
the  letter  having  been  delayed,  I  wrote  or  wired 
acceptance.  On  my  return  to  London,  I  signed  a 
contract  and  paid,  not  too  wilHngly,  the  whole  of 
the  season's  rent,  after  being  assm-ed  of  the" 
holicitor's  responsibility. 

I  was  instructed  to  apply  to  the  storekeeper  of 
the  village,  so  on  my  arrival  one  evening  in  the 
llrst  d.ays  of  -Tune  I  interviewed  him.  He  spoke  no 
English,  but  with  the  help  of  the  posting-master 
and  of  a  sea  captain  I  made  out  the  position  of 
.affairs  to  be  this :  -That  the  storekeeper  had  the 
lease  from  the  owners ;  that  he  had  granted  a  sub- 
lease to  a  man  by  nfime  B  -,  who  was  doubtless 

my  principal,  imd  who  lived  in  the  same  province 


as  the  .solicitor  ;  that  there  had  been  difficulty  in 
getting  the  rent  for  the  previous  two  years  ;  that  it 
was  only  througli  the  fact  that  a  prudent  American, 
who  had  the  water  the  previous  year,  had  only  paid 
a  i)art  of  the  money  that  tlie  rent  had  been  obtained ; 
and,  finally,  that  he  had  determined  not  to  allow 
for  the  future  any  fishing  xn\der  the  lease  till  his 
rent  was  paid. 

The  mention  of  the  Consulate,  on  which  I 
had  greatly  relied,  Mas  worse  than  useless,  and 
seemed  to  inspire  distrust  rather  than  confidence. 

The  docmnents,  bearing  the  signature  of  B  's 

solicitor,  caused  him  to  v\  aver  somevvliat ;  still  he 
would  not  consent  to  my  fishing  that  evening,  and 
I  left  him,  going  oft'  to  sit  by  tlie  river  and  think 
matters  over. 

The  situation  was  ugly — there  was  no  post  for 
two  days,  which  probably  meant  a  week  at  least 
to  get  a  reply  from  the  solicitor.  The  telegraph 
office  was  thirteen  miles  oft',  and  no  one  could  tell 
me  if  there  was  communication  with  the  solicitor's 
place.  To  wire  to  London  was  useless,  as  no  con- 
fidence would  be  given  to  the  reply,  wluxtever  it  might 
be.  I  saw  clearly  enough  the  causes  of  my  failure  : 
that  the  man  had  committed  himself  beforehand 
by  telling  his  neighbours  what  he  meant  to  do ; 
that  he  had  small  respect  for  Consuls ;  and  that  I, 
quite  unprepared  and  bothered  with  the  language, 
had  not  been  quick  enough  to  change  my  attitude 
and  to  use  the  most  telling  arguments. 

I  had  noticed  that  though  mention  of  Consuls 
impressed  him  little,  it  was  very  dift'erent  with 
regard  to  the  solicitor,  so  the  next  morning  I  told 
him  that  I  should  claim  damages  if  not  permitted 
to  fish  at  once — that  my  fishing  while  he  waited 
for  a  reply  would  cost  him  nothing,  while  my  not 
being  allowed  to  fish  might  cost  very  dearly ;  and 
that  there  was  no  analogv  in  tlie  position  in  the 
previous  year  and  in  tliis,  inasmtich  as  in  tlie 
former,  some  rent  was  undoubtedly  due,  while  in 
the  latter  the  time  for  payment  might  be  very 
uncertain.  Whether  influenced  by  my  arguments, 
or  that  he  himself  had  realised  the  prudence  of 
giving  way,  he  agreed  to  communicate  with  the 
solicitor,  and  to  let  mc  fish  meanwhile. 

It  was  quite  time  I  began,  for  that  day  in  my 
uppermost  pool  I  got  a  fish  of  241b.,  losing 
another  close  to  the  gaff';  landed  two  somewhat 
smaller  the  next  two  days,  and  on  the  fifth  day 
one  of  ;-i7^1b. 

The  storekeeper  presently  received  his  rent,  sport 
kept  fair,  and  everything  went  pleasantly  for  some 

three  weeks,  when  my  immediate  landlord,  B  

turned  up.  He  told  me  he  had  received  nothin 
for  his  rent,  hinted  that  he  should  stop  my  fishing, 
and  was  especially  strong  on  the  point  tliat  no  one 
had  authority  to  oft'er  the  water  for  more  tlian  the 
one  season.  Naturally,  I  pointed  out  how  little 
likely  it  was  that  a  lawyer  should  have  gone 
beyond  his  powers,  and  that  if  he  had  it  M  as  an 
aft'air  Ijctween  his  client  and  him. 

After  a  long  discussion,  he  offered  to  abide  by  the 
contract  it  I  would  lend  him  500  dollars,  the  cur- 
rency in  those  days.  This  I  declined,  but  offered 
to  give  him  for  his  lease  whatever  his  profit  rental 
was  worth.  Tills  he  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
my  rent  was  too  low,  and  my  contract  invalid. 

Getting  tired  of  the  discussion,  which  went  on 
for  some  days,  I  resolved  to  drive  to  the  town  and 
consult  a  solicitor.    He  thought  it  certain  that 

B  's  solicitor  had  had  a  lien  on  the  lease  for 

costs  or  other  debt,  and  with  small  doubt  had 
power  to  deal  with  the  water,  in  wliich  case  my 
contract  was  good,  but  that  M  itli  the  lease  standing 

in  B  's  name,  and  with  the  uncertainty  of  his 

paying  the  rent,  there  was  every  chance  of  trouble 
arising ;  and  he  advised  that  if  I  valued  the  river 
it  might  be  policy  to  pay  a  trifle  more  than  the 

value  for  B  's  lease,  and  be  done  with  him. 

As  I  learned  later,  B          the  same  day  had 

voyaged  to  t)ie  lower  water  to  interview  the  angler 
there,  and  had  proposed  to  borrow  500  dollars  of 
him,  or  to  sell  him  the  lease  for  1000  dollars.  The 
Englishman,  an  experienced  hand,  declined  both 

proposals,  and  advised  that  if,  as  B   said, 

was  anxious  to  buy  the  lease  he  should  sell  it 
to  me. 

So  when  we  met  the  next  morning  both  were 
disposed  for  business,  and  a  premium  of  500  dollars 
was  agreed  on  for  the  lease,  the  rent  being 
about  80  dollars  less  than  I  had  jiaid.  Th 
next  ddTy  we  drove  to  my  solicitor's,  getting  th 
storekeeper  to  accompany  us,  as  the  best  of 
witnesses ;  were  taken  to  the  registrar's  office 
wliere  we  found  B  's  name  duly  inscribed  as 


sub-lessee,  and  where  I  paid  the  money,  got  a 
transfer,  and  liad  it  registered  on  the  spot. 

After  an  early  dinner  we  drove  back,  all  of  us, 
for  different  reasons,  well  pleased  with  the  settle- 
ment ;  but  my  troubles,  or,  at  least,  my  anxieties, 
were  not  at  an  end.  Not  many  days  after  the 
transfer,  rumours  got  about  that  it  was  worthless, 
and  that  I  had  been  done.  The  friendly  captain 
having  turned  up  again  I  requested  him  to  find  out 
what  was  supposed  to  be  wrong.    He  learned  that 

just  before  B  had  executed  the  transfer  he  had 

been  declared  bankrupt,  and  it  was  thought  that 
the  lease  belonged  to  his  creditors,  and  that  he  had 
no  power  to  transfer  it. 

Again  things  looked  ugly,  but  it  so  happened 
that  the  registrar,  who  was  also  local  judge,  had 
passed  on  circuit  down  the  lake,  and  was  expected 
to  repass  that  afternoon.  Had  I  been  less  anxious 
than  I  was  his  arrival  might  have  given  me  some 
amusement.  For  the  voyage  of  some  four  miles 
each  way  he  had  adopted  a  naval  costume — blue 
coat,  white  ducks,  and  a  tarpaulin  hat,  which,  like 
Captain  Cuttle's,  made  your  head  ache  to  look  at 
it.  He  was  tall  and  portly,  and,  as  the  boat 
approached  the  little  rough  jetty,  stood  erect  as  it 
to  direct  a  safe  course.  I  told  him  my  story  and 
my  fears,  to  which  he  listened  most  politely,  but 
would  only  say,  in  a  stately  manner,  "  You  are  on 
my  register." 

The  fact  appears  to  ha^■e  been  that  the  creditors. 

thinking  B  's  lease  valueless,  or  apprehensix  (! 

of  the  liability  to  pay  rent,  had  left  it  registered 
in  his  name,  and  consequently  at  his  disposition. 

The  storelveeper's  profit  rent  being  only  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent. — very  different  from  the 
400  or  500  per  cent,  aimed  at  in  these  days — lie 
was  easily  settled  with,  and  1  became  the  lesset;, 
direct  from  the  owners,  for  seven  j'ears  of  the  fivi' 
miles  of  water  at  a  rent  of  ^35. 

Of  B  's  future  I  know  little.    A  year  or  so 

after  we  parted  I  had  a  letter  saying  he  had  taken 
three  rivers  in  the  Trondlijem  and  Stor  I'jords,  and 
would  be  obliged  if  I  could  find  him  tenants.  Of 
course  I  declined,  but  as  graciously  as  possible,  for 
confess  to  a  sneaking  fondness  for  the  simple 
Norwegian,  so  dift'erent  from  the  grasping  modern 
type.  I  recalled  that  with  some  of  the  odd  dollars 
in  which  he  had  been  paid  he  wanted  to  pay  for 
the  dinner,  bought  sweets  for  the  children  at  his 
lodgings,  and  had  coppers  for  the  youngsters  who 
opened  gates  as  v\'e  drove  back. 

Though  my  case,  after  much  trouble  and  anxiety, 
ended  happily,  there  is  an  obvious  moral  to  the 
story.  That  there  is  no  security  in  taking  rivers  in 
Norway,  unless  direct  from  their  owners  ;  and  that 
river  dealers  should  not  be  encouraged  to  step  in 
and  take  enormous  profits.  It  is  a  wrong  to  the 
river  owners  and  to  Norwegian  as  well  as  English 
sportsmen.  If  the  latter  would  but  resolve  to  laave 
no  dealings  with  these  middlemen,  the  whole 
system  would,  in  a  single  year,  fall  like  a  child's 
house  of  cards.  Edwaro  Sturdy. 


EUNS  ON  THE  EED  BEAE. 

It  was  a  wonderful  place,  that  deep,  black, 
swirling  pool  below  the  rough  slope,  thickly  buslied 
with  low  broom  and  bramble,  with  a  fringe  of 
closely-cut  bushes  serving  as  a  screen  for  the  angler 
in  the  middle  of  the  cast,  a  good  strong  stream 
coming  in  at  a  dangerous  corner  above,  while  it 
openecl  out  below,  under  a  still  higher  bank,  into 
broader  and  shallower  waters,  trees  to  their  very 
edge  rendering  it  impossible  to  follow  a  fish  down, 
except  from  the  risky  eminence  at  the  top  of  the 
brae,  a  narrow  path  with  barbed  wire  on  the  land 
side. 

It  always  held  lots  of  fish  and  some  of  tlie 
heaviest,  and  they  were  continually  showing  them- 
selves, with  huge  splashes  and  rolls,  yet  seemed  to 
disdain  all  the  flies  which  angler  after  angler  vs  ould 
put  over  them  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so,  and 
then  climb  the  steep  banlf  disgusted,  a  big  fish 
probably  coming  right  out  of  the  water,  as  in 
derision,  directly  he  stepped  away. 

"  Salmo  irritans  !  "  quoth  a  visitor,  and  I 
replied,  "  Irritaniissimns,"  for  "John  Bickerdyke's 
fish  did  rise  short,  but  these  brutes  won't  rise  to 
our  flies  at  all.  I  fancy  the  first  prawn  or  worm 
that  goes  down  among  them  when  bait  fishing  is 
allowed  will  probably  be  accepted." 

And  then  I  went  down  to  the  ledge  to  take  my 
turn  of  tantalisatioD.  Suddenly,  from  the  field 
above,  rang  out  a  cheery  shout  of  "Got  him!" 
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and  I  put  down  my  rod  and  went  to  help  the 

genial  young  B  ,  who  was  evidently  into  a  good 

one,  but  a  determined  sulker.  never  travelUng  far, 
but  settling  down  for  prolonged  rests  at  the  bottom 

V)t'  one  f  favourite   deep   liole,   Avhile  B   was 

handicapped  by  his  rod  being  cracked  at  the  lower 
ferrule,  so  that  he  could  not  put  on  as  uiuch  strain 
as  the  strengtli  of  his  Hardy  cast  would  otherwise 
have  justified.  Other  anglers  came  up,  with 
opinions  as  to  weight  and  suggestions  as  to  hand- 
ling the  tish,  and  assisted  in  stirring  him  up  by 
frequent  vigorous  bombardment  with  heavy  stones. 

He  was  forced  once  slowly  down  to  the  corner 
of  the  Red  Brae,  but  worked  stubbornly  up  to  his 
old  Ian  again.  The  keeper  came  along  and  advised 
"  getting  him  out  of  that  "  at  all  hazards,  and  at 
length  after  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  he  was 
persuaded  to  travel  doggedly  down,  crossing  the 
i;ed  Brae  holt  where  two  big  salmon  leapt  out  in 
dismay  as  he  passed,  and  at  last  forced  to  the 
surface  in  a  quiet  corner,  where  I  slipped  down  an 
awkward  clay  bank  and  gaffed  him,  an  old  red 
cock,  only  191b.  after  all,  with  the  big  fly  well  in  his 
lower  jaw.  There  was  quite  a  gallery,  including 
our  '■  brave  lady,"  at  the  top  of  the  Brae  to  see 
the  finish. 

Next  day,  lunching  at  the  stile  above  its  upper 
corner,  under  a  tree  in  which  a  blue  titmouse  had 
perched,  while  a  red-breast  hopped  among  the 
broom  bushes,  a  water-ousel  dipped  on  the  shallows, 
gunners  and  dogs  were  working  marsh  and  covert 
on  the  other  side,  a  flight  of  smwi^dng  mallard 
swung  over  my  head  within  easy  shot,  and  ever  and 
anon  the  big  red,  black,  or  silvery  salmon  splashed 
down  below  "  as  if  you  had  thrown  a  Newfoundland 
dog  in."  I  mused  much  over  those  maddening 
monsters,  and  wondered  if  they  would  take  a  fly  if 
presented  to  them  near  the  bottom — something 
after  the  fashion  of  a  prawn.  A  risky  experiment, 
but  worth  trying.  So,  after  fishing  it  in  the 
usual  way,  and  losing  the  first  fish  I  had 
raised  there,  a  grilse  which  had  the  fly  in  his 
mouth  just  as  it  was  coming  to  bank  with  a  slack 
Imc,  I  put  on  a  half-ounce  bullet  about  half  a  yard 
above  a  big  Border  Brown,  cast  a  little  up  stream 
and.  as  the  line  came  taut  in  front  of  me,  began 
very  gently  sinking  and  drawing  till  the  fly  neared 
the  corner  below  me.  Before  very  long  there  was 
the  long  wished  for  thrill  of  bending  rod  and  whirring 
reel,  and  I  was  into  a  big  one.  which  went  up  stream 
under  my  bank  and  suddenly  stopped.  "There's 
nothing  there,"  said  the  keeper,  running  up.  But 
there  was,  as  I  afterwards  learned  from  more  sad 
experience,  and  from  a  local  who  had  lost  several 
fish  there,  a  horrid  sunken  tree,  and  presently  I  felt 
the  line  clearing  a  branch,  and  come  back  to  me 
minus  good  old  fly.  I  put  on  another  and  soon 
hung  up  in  an  outlying  part  of  the  same  obstruc- 
tion, losing  all  my  single  gut  this  tune.  I  tried  it 
the  next  afternoon  and  soon  hooked  a  heavy  fish 
which,  determined  to  keep  him  out  of  that  tree  and 
another  of  which  I  had  been  warned  near  the 
opposite  side,  I  held  so  hard,  trusting  to  a  very 
tough  Castleconnell,  that  I  never  let  him  go  far  or 
get  near  the  bottom,  and  had  him  into  the  quiet 
corner  below  me,  floundering  and  rolling  helplessly, 
wlien  just  as  B.  with  the  gaff  was  half  way  down 
tJie  bank  the  hook  came  out  of  his  mouth,  and  the 
20-pounder  went  wobbling  exhausted  down  stream. 
There  were  no  words  for  it ! 

October  25  was  a  still  more  eventful  day.  I 
actually  hooked  and  lost  four  heavy  fish — one  by  a 
sudden  di\  e  to  the  bottom  when  almost  played  out, 
when  he  got  roiind  or  into  something  bad,  and  cut 
me  ;  then  I  got  a  4.jlb.  grilse,  with  the  fly  well  in 
his  lower  jaw,  and  a  fair  lady  held  the  rod  for  the 
final  struggle,  while  I  slipped  down  the  clay  bank 
and  gaffed  him.  Tlie  second  salmon,  probably 
light-hooked,  took  down  stream  and  got  off  just  as 
I  was  stumbling  up  the  rough  bank  to  follow  him. 
The  third,  after  a  good  hard  fight,  came  to  the 
surface  half  way  down  the  pool  and  rolled  off. 

The  fourth,  a  very  strong  fish,  took  down,  and 
I  followed  it  along  the  top  of  the  Brae  and  down 
to  Temple  Stream,  and  was  just  forcing  it  into  the 

bank,  where  Mr.  C  was  ready  w  ith  the  gaff  and 

Mrs.  S  standing  by,  when  the  fly  came  away. 

The  lady  urged  me  to  make  one  more  trial ; 
4  to  5  p.m.  seemed  to  be  "the  animals'  feeding- 
time,"  and  again  the  good  rod  bent,  and  I  was 
soon  on  top  of  the  Brae  again,  with  the  sensation 
of  being  in  an  uncontrollable  monster  this  time. 
Things  were  almost  at  breaking  strain,  and  I 
couldn't  force  him  farther  down  the  open  water, 
and  ivouldn't  let  him  get  back  to  the  dangerous 


pool  again,  when  suddenly  he  forged  right  across 
the  river  into  a  rough  backwater  behind  a  wooded 
island,  and  I  felt  the  line  fast  on  either  branch, 
root,  or  rock :  it  was  getting  dusk,  and  I  did 
not  know  tliat  part  of  the  river  and  had  not 
waders  on.  "All  over,  I'm  afraid,"  said  I  to  the 
lady  angler,  who  had  just  sent  a  messenger  for 
help  ;  but  moving  higher  up  the  banlj,  and  keeping 
a  steady,  strong  strain,  I  felt  the  line  slip  off  some- 
thing, and  presently  the  monster  came  slowly  out 
into  open  water,  down  which  I  was  forcing  him  as 
rapidly  as  I  could,  when  with  another  resistless 
rush  he  was  well  round  the  corner  of  the  island 
again,  with  me  below  liim,  line  tightly  hung  up, 
eighty  yards  out,  and  casting  jiart  stronger  than 
backing,  so  if  a  smash  came  it  might  probably  go 
near  the  reel. 

But  help  came  instead,  B.  and  S.  hurrying  up 
both  with  wading  trousers  on.  I  despairingly  handed 
the  rod  to  S.,  who  crossed  the  strong  current 
rapidly  winding  up,  while  we  waited  with  intense 
anxiety  in  the  misty  twilight,  and  anon  we  heard 
the  fish  was  still  on  and  clear  of  the  island  and 
sailing  away  downstream,  my. bra^e friends  follow- 
ing, wading  deep,  and  at  last — six  p.m.,  an  hour 
after  hooking — there  was  a  splash  and  a  shout 
under  the  trees  opposite  Temple  Mill,  and  presently 
they  brought  across — not  the  expected  monster  of 
301b.  or  401b.,  but  a  red  cock  of  18^1b.  hooked  in 
the  dorsal  fin.    But  it  was  a  great  fight. 

Next  day,  after  raising  a  fish  in  Upper  Findal 
with  a  "  Sarcelle,"  I  tried  the  bullet  dodge  in  the 
Eed  Brae  with  a  big  Silver  Doctor,  and  worked  it 
for  half  an  hour,  but  had  never  a  touch.  At  four 
p.m.  I  put  on  yesterday's  Border  Brown,  which 
met  an  immediate  response  from  a  \erv  hard- 
fighting  hen-fish  killed  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
with  my  fly  close  to  its  eye  and  a  medium  Silver 
Doctor  in  its  jaw,  which  the  lady  coming  up 
presently  said  slie  had  lost  early  that  morning, 
but  thought  she  was  hung  up  and  not  in  a  fish,  so 
tliat  either  this  salmon  must  have  picked  the  fly 
off  the  snag,  which  does  not  seem  very  likely,  or 
she  must  have  hooked  it  while  it  was  lying  close 
against  some  obstruction.  I  might  have  gone 
home  satisfied  with  one  bonny  fish  had  I  not 
hooked  three  more  and  lost  them  all,  one  a  very 
heavy  one.  On  the  2Sth  and  29th  an  unwelcome 
spate  interrupted  operations. 

On  the  30bh  there  was  rather  a  run  on  the  Eed 
Brae,  and  I  got  there  to  wait  on  a  man  with  a  short 
rod,  who  got  hold  of  a  very  determined  fish  of  lolb, 
with  a  natural  minnow,  dared  not  take  it  down, 
and  had  it  on  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter  stubbornly 
fighting  in  deep  water  all  over  the  pool,  with 
frequent  stonings,  so  after  gaffing  it  I  gave  the 
pool  a  long  rest,  and  then,  trying  prawn  on  single 
hook,  got  hold  of  a  171b.  hen,  promptly  taken  down, 
and  killed  in  about  ten  minutes,  hooked  accidentally 
in  ventral  fin,  doubtless  rolling  over  and  worrying 
the  prawn,  as  we  know  they  often  will  do  before 
taking  it.  Then  came  a  pleasant  triumph,  a  similar 
struggle  with  a  cock  fish  of  same  weight,  which 
proA  cd  to  have  my  prawn  hook  in  its  lower  jaw, 
and  my  big  Border  Brown,  lost  five  days  previously, 
in  the  upper,  in  the  very  same  corner  of  the  pool, 
so  the  spate  had  not  moved  him. 

The  closing  day  saw  a  regular  raid  on  the  pool, 
and  when  I  got  my  chance  in  the  afternoon  I  ^vas 
disturbed  by  two  ardent  anglers  from  Edinburgh 
who  fished  near  together,  with  bunches  of  small 
pink  worms  and  hea\'y  leads,  and  created  consider- 
able commotion.  One  of  them  was  broken  by  a 
strong  fish  in  the  stream  above,  hooked  and  lost 
one  almost  at  his  first  cast  m  the  Brae,  and,  to  my 
surprise,  got  hold  of  another  immediately,  a  bright 
little  151b.  fish,  which  I  gaffed  for  him  after  a  long 
tough  fight,  and  noticed  the  little  worms  forciblj' 
ejected,  hsmging  on  successive  knots  like  shreds  of 
pink  silk.  When  my  turn  came,  just  about  the 
4  p.m.  "  feeding  time,"  I  was  not  long  before  I 
hooked  a  grand  fish  of  301b.  or  over,  which  I  had 
often  seen  and  longed  for. 

It  was  a  fearfully  wild  one,  making  desperate 
rushes  and  leaps,  in  the  fifth  of  which,  after  I  had 
got  it  some  distance  down  towai-ds  Temple,  the 
hook  came  away.  Perhaps  I  might  ha\  e  killed  it 
if  I  had  stopped  on  the  Ked  Brae,  but  I  am  doubt- 
ful, for,  in  the  presence  of  a  friend  and  the  keeper, 
I  did  stop  there  with  two  other  fish,  of  about  201b. 
each,  and  lost  them  both,  also  in  jumps.  An 
unsuccessful  comrade,  trying  my  tactics,  taking 
turns  vdth  me  in  the  last  half-hour,  had  only  the 
sensation  of  a  strong  tug  at  the  rod  and  a  smashed- 
up  prawn,  while  I  managed  to  lose  all  my  single 


gut  in  one  of  those  detestable  snags,  so  proclaimed 
it  indeed  the  "  bitter  end  "  and  reeled  up  dis- 
gustedly. 

My  "  bottom  fishing  witli  fly"  ujadoa  sensation, 
and  some  of  th(;  anglers  on  the  other  side  suggested 
to  our  watcher  that  I  w  as  fishing  bait  before  it  was 
allowed,  not  undeistanding  that  it  was  only  an 
ordinary  fly  presented  to  tlie  fish  in  a  new  fashion 
by  tlie  aid  of  the  bit  of  lead.  It  is  well  worth 
trying  in  any  deep  hole  where  many  fish  lie,  but 
hardly  e\  er  rise  to  the  fly,  but  would  be  undcnialdy 
dangerous  in  unscrupulous  lianda,  and  therefoic 
Cannot  be  generally  recommended.  Indeed,  in  my 
case,  ha\  ing,  for  the  first  time  in  my  experience, 
hooked  two  salmon  foul  accidentally,  and  realising 
how  easy  it  would  be  to  do  so  with  malio'  jn/'prnHf, 
I  worked  the  fly  very  gently  indeed,  and  iicvei- 
struck  when  I  felt  a  fish,  which  was  probably  the 
reasoji  of  niy  losing  so  many,  the  barb  not  having 
gone  well  home. 

Three  out  of  five  were  hooked  fair,  counting  the, 
one  close  to  the  e\e,  which  often  happens  in  a  rise 
or  run,  and  two  had  previously  been  liooked  fair, 
with  flies  lost  in  them,  respectively  seven  hours 
and  five  days  before. 

Anyhow,  the  experiment  gave  me  plenty  of 
strong  sensations,  for  in  addition  to  the  five  kills  I 
counted  in  five  days  no  less  than  twelve  more  or 
less  thrilling  "  runs  on  the  Eed  Brae." 

ChaS.   a.  I'.^YTON. 

[Mr.  Payton  must  expect,  and  probably  will 
find,  that  his  suggestion  of  fishing  a  salmon  ])()ol 
deep  with  a  leaded  salmon  fly  will  never  ilo  ;  the 
noble  fish  is  being  exterminated  quite  rapidly 
enough  without  giving  more  excuses  for  poaching, 
and  for  unscrupulous  anglers  to  boast  of  killing 
salmon  witli  the  fly.  We  hope  such  a  good  sports- 
man as  C.  A.  P.  will  see  the  error  of  his  ways  and 
crv    peccavi." — Ed.] 


MESSRS.  J.  BERNAED  &  SON. 


Messrs.  J.  Bernard  iS:  Sox,  of  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly,  inform  us  that  they  have  pm-cliased  the 
old-established  fishing  tackle  business  of  Mr.  (i. 
;\rain,  45,  .Termyn-street,  St.  James's.  As  their 
present  premises  are  going  to  be  pulled  down  in 
the  near  future,  they  intend  to  transfer  their 
business  as  from  September,  1902,  entirely  to  45, 
Jermyn- street,  but  till  then  will  continue  at  both 
addresses. 


TO  DECIDE  A  BET. 


There  were  lots  of  peal  lying  in  a  pool  of  the 
Fowey,  just  above  Glynn  Bridge — fish  which  no 
earthly  agglomeration  of  skill,  perseverance,  and 
artfulness  could  induce  to  come  to  a  fly  or  a 
minnow  or  any  other  legal  bait  during  the  day-- 
light.  They  had  been  seen  there  in  the  glaring 
August  sunshine,  and  many  metliods  were  pro- 
pounded on  that  bridge  by  anxious,  mouth-watering 
anglers  for  the  fair  capture  of  those  fish.  In  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Bodmin,  three  or  four  miles 
distant,  where  live  some  of  the  keenest  fishers  that 
ever  threw  a  fly,  discussion  became  excited  on  the 
matter,  and  it  was  held  to  be  a  stand  hi  g  reproacli 
to  the  fair  fame  of  sportsmen  there  assembled  that 
no  one  among  them  was  skilled  enough  to  get  on 
good  terms,  or  any  terms  at  all,  with  these  fish. 
There  they  were,  from  six  or  seven  pounders 
downwards,  and  perhaps  forty  or  fifty  of  them, 
aggra^atiogly  and  contemptuously  indifferent  to 
the  best  ofter  of  the  best  fisher  while  the  sun 
shone  or  the  light  lasted. 

Then  up  spake  ^Ir.  Buscombe,  an  angler  keen 
was  he  :  "I'll  wager  one  guinea  that  I  drive  to  the 
river  after  eight  o'clock  this  evening  and  by  fair 
fly-fishing,  without  landing-net  or  gaff,  catch  ten 
of  those  peal  and  return  here  by  twelve  o'clock 
midnight." 

The  bet  was  snapped  up  at  once,  and  at  eight 
o'clock  the  fisher,  accompanied  by  a  representative 
of  the  taker  of  the  bet  as  referee,  started  off. 
The  three  miles  and  a  half  over,  the  horse  was 
taken  out  and  preparations  began. 

Mounting  a  single  fly  — or  was  it  two  .' — and 
wading  out  about  a  couple  of  feet,  the  first  cast 
was  made,  as  all  other  subsequent  ones  were,  up 
stream  and  across.  In  a  minute  or  so  be  was 
trying  conclusions  with  a  good  peal,  and  in  a 
minute  or  two  more,  with  a  strong  ann,  powerful 
tackle,  and  a  determined  will,  he  brought  that  fish 
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alongside  him,  and  grabbing  it  with  his  right 
hand  ho  lifted  from  its  element  a  good  two- 
pounder,  with  heaps  of  vitality  in  it  vet,  took  it 
jiway  to  bank,  ga^•e  it  its  quietus,  and  started 
jigain. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  detail  the  fight  with 
«'ach  fish — the  tactics  were  the  same,  although  the 
weights  of  the  fish  varied.  The  fisher  kept  the 
same  position  for  each  cast  and  lost  not  one  whit 
of  his  vigour.  By  half-past  ten  he  had  won  his 
bet,  but  with  plenty  of  time  left  he  fislied  on  until 
ten  minutes  past  eleven,  when  he  gave  up  and 
counted  his  total.  There  were  thirteen  peal — 
beautiful  fresh-run,  silver  fish,  of  weights  ranging 
from  3ilb.  down  to  IJlb. — and  nine  goodly  trout,  a 
photograph  of  which  I  enclose. 

The  return  to  Bodmin  was  well  within  the  time 
fixed,  and  the  persistent,  confident  angler  liad  the 
primary  satisfaction  of  showing  an  almost  un- 
paralleled dish  and  the  secondary  one  of  drawing 
his  bet.  The  guinea  was  subsequently  sent  to 
augment  the  funds  of  the  local  hospital — not 
grudgingly,  but  of  necessity.  A.  B. 


FRESH-WATER  AQUARIA. 


WE  GIVE  THIS  WEEK  THE 

PIEST  OF  A  SEKIES 

OF 

MOST  INTERESTING 

AND 

PRACTICAL  ARTICLES 
FRESH-WATER  AQUARIA, 

By  the  Eev.  Gregoby  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  witli 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  an-angement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill,  the  well-known  publisher. 


The  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  and  fully  illustrated 
in  these  articles  are  : — 

THE  AQUAEIUM. 
MAKING  AQUARIA  {Illustrated). 
COLLECTING  EQUIPMENT  (Ilhistrate<l). 
:\IANAGEMENT  OF  THE  AQUARIUM 
{Illustrated). 
WATER  PLANTS  {Illustrated). 
AMPHIBIANS  {Illustrated). 
FISHES  {Illustrated). 
AVATEi;,  I'LIES  AND   INSECTS   OF  ALL 
KINDS  AND  LAEV/E  {III nst rated). 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


INTRODUCTION. 

"  I  WAS  always  fond  of  natural  history,  and  while 
I  was  a  boy  I  frequently  looked  forward  to  one  day 
possessing  an  aquarium  so  large  that  I  might  collect 
as  many  aquatic  creatures  as  I  liked  from  the 
neighbouring  ponds  and  streams,  place  them  all 
together  in  my  tank,  and  then  make  myself  quite 
happy  by  watching  the  habits  and  the  changes  of 
uiy  captives.  But,  alas  !  in  course  of  time,  I  found, 
as  so  many  find,  that  the  realisation  of  one's  hopes 
does  not  always  bring  with  it  the  anticipated 
pleasure.  For  when  I  did  eventually  own  as  big 
and — as  appeared  to  me  at  that  time — as  suitable 
an  aquarium  as  I  could  wish  for,  and  when  I  did 
stock  it  with  many  curious  and  (to  my  mind) 
interesting  animals,  I  was,  after  all,  not  very  happy, 
nor  even  content ;  far  from  it.  The  sticklebacks 
and  the  aquatic  spiders  would  not  build  their  nests 
side  bysi.de;  the  Dytisens  niarginalis  absolutely 
refused  to  live  on  anything  like  friendly  terms  with 
the  minnows  ;  the  snails  while  crawling  over  my 
most  valued  plants  were  not  able  to  refrain  from 
devouring  them  and  ruining  them  ;  the  water  would 
not  keep  bright,  nor  the  glass  of  the  tank  clear,  and 
my  patience  was  sorely  tried.    I  bought  or  borrowed 


whatever  books  I  could  upon  aquarium  and  kindred 
matters,  but  I  was  not  able  to  obtain  all  the 
information  I  required.  Then  I  attempted  to  find 
out  by  experiment  that  wliich  I  could  not  ascertain 
by  reading.  After  not  a  few  failures  and  disappoint- 
ments most  of  my  attempts  were  successful,  and 
as  I  began  to  have  more  knowledge  of  these  things 
I  resolved  that  I  would  at  some  time  or  other  try 
to  write  such  a  book  as  that  I  wished  for  so  much 
when  I  was  making  my  first  blunders  in  aquarium 
matters." 

The  author  in  the  first  edition  of  his  work, 'pub- 
lished in  1890,  gives  a  long  list  of  the  works  he  has 
consulted,  and  in  the  preface  to  the  new  edition 
now  in  preparation  says  : — • 

"  I  have  now  very  carefully  revised  the  book, 
adding  new  matter  and  illustrations  wherever  it 
seemed  desirable  from  the  extended  knowledge  of 
the  subject  acquired  in  the  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  pubication  of  the  first  edition. 

"Dec,  1901."  "G.  C.  B." 

CHAPTER  I. 

THE  AQ0ARIUM. 

Few  things  are  more  interesting  and  less  trouble- 
some than  a  well  cared-for  aquarium.  It  makes 
no  litter  to  annoy  the  tidy  housewife,  and  no  noise 
to  distract  the  student.  Besides,  if  properly 
arranged,  it  is  very  ornamental.  The  aquarium 
also  is  exceedingly  useful  to  the  naturalist  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  studies  ;  and  by  its  help  the 
botanist  can  conveniently  observe  aquatic  plants 
as  they  pass  through  the  various  stages  of  their 
existence. 

Those  who  intend  to  keep  an  aquarium  must 
remember  that  though  few  things  are  less  trouble- 
some, still  it  does  require  a  little  care,  and  that 
little  care  should  be  given  regularly  and  daily.  A 
few  minutes  at  a  time  will  suffice  —  just  long 
enough  to  feed  the  fish,  to  see  that  there  is  no 
death  and  no  decay,  to  notice  that  the  light  has 
not  been  so  strong  as  to  cause  the  confervae  to  grow 
too  rapidly,  and  to  take  care  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  animal  kingdom  do  not  exceed  the 
proper  proportion  according  to  the  amount  of  weed 
provided.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  fish 
inspire  the  oxygen  held  in  solution  by  the  water, 
and  expire  carbonic-acid  gas.  The  plants,  by 
respiration,  consume  the  carbonic-acid  gas  supplied 
by  the  fish,  using  the  carbon  for  the  construction 
of  their  tissues  and  fibres,  and  liberating  again  the 
oxygen  for  the  use  of  the  animal  life  within  the 
aquarium ;  or,  to  put  it  plainer,  the  fish  breathe 
out  carbonic-acid  gas  and  breathe  in  oxygen.  The 
snails,  which  should  always  be  present  in  the 
aquarium,  find  their  food  in  the  confervoid  growth 
and  decaying  vegetable  matter.  They  thus  not 
only  remove  that  which  otherwise  would  be  in- 
jurious to  the  inmates  of  the  water,  but  they,  as 
also  do  the  fish,  convert  a  part  of  what  they  eat 
into  food  for  the  plants. 

The  proof  that  this  much-desired  result  is  attained 
is  seen  in  the  apparent  health  and  hajjpiness  of  the 
animals  and  the  sparkling  clearness  of  the  water. 
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But  to  arrange  matters  thus  will  require  a  little 
experience.  The  plants,  however  numerous  they 
may  be  in  the  aquarium,  will  not  alone  supply 
sufficient  oxygen.  For  the  principal  duty  of  tlie 
vegetation  is,  as  it  has  been  said,  to  decompose  the 
carbonic-acid  gas  expired  by  the  animals,  absorbing 
the  carbon  into  their  own  substance  and  setting 
free  the  oxygen  for  the  use  of  the  fish  ;  but  the 


oxygen  must  be  chiefly  drawn  from  the  atmosphere 
which  comes  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  the  shape  of 
the  a,quarium  is  a  very  important  matter ;  and  that 
this  is  the  case  is  proved  by  a  simple  experiment. 
If  a  wide-mouthed  bottle  be  filled  with  water,  and 
an  equal  quantity  of  water  be  poured  into  a  shallow 
dish  or  pan  about  2in.  deep,  and  three  or  four  min- 
nows be  placed  in  each  vessel,  it  will  be  seen  that 
while  the  fish  in  the  pan  remain  apparently  well, 
those  in  the  bottle  will,  after  having  ascended  to 
the  surface  of  the  water,  die. 

The  reason  that  the  fish  in  the  one  case  die  and 
in  the  other  live,  is  because  water  is  simply  a 
vehicle  for  holding  in  solution  the  oxygen  which  is 
necessary  to  animal  life.  And  the  greater  the 
surface  of  water  exposed  to  the  air,  the  more 
oxygen  will  it  absorb  in  proportion  to  its  bulk. 

An  aquarium  of  the  shape  and  size  of  Fig.  1 , 
which  would  present  to  the  air  a  surface  of  water 
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of  thirty-two  square  inches,  would  hardly  supply 
the  oxygen  necessary  for  the  health  of  three  small 
fish ;  while  one  like  Fig.  2,  having  a  superficial 
measurement  of  sixty-four  square  inches,  would 
hold  comfortably  six  small  fish  ;  but  one  of  the 
shape  and  size  of  Fig.  3,  presenting  a  surface  of 
128  square  inches,  would  supply  sufficient  oxygen 
for  twelve  fish.  And  yet  all  three  aquaria  would 
contain  exactly  the  same  quantity  of  water — 
namely,  512  cubic  inches. 

I  have  kept  twenty-six  small  minnows  for  a 
week  in  an  ordinary  soup-plate,  a  little  more  than 
half-full  of  water,  and  then  only  one  of  them  died. 
At  the  present  time  one  pike  (9in.  long),  twenty 
very  small  roach  (about  Ijin.  long),  nine  perch 
(from  2Jin.  to  Sin.  long),  and  one  large  water  newt 
{Triton  cristatus)  are  living  in  perfect  health  in  an 
aquarium  21in.  by  13iin.,  but  which  contains  water 
only  2tn.  deep — sufficient  to  cover  the  dorsal  fin  of 
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the  biggest  fish  as  he  swims  just  clear  of  the 
bottom.  And  these  fish  live  in  this  comparatively 
small  quantity  of  water  in  apparently  the  best  of 
health,  not  only  because  the  water  is  very  shallow 
i))  proportion  to  its  superfices,  but  also  because  tlio 
act  of  their  swimming  agitates  the  surface  of  thi^ 
water,  thus  helping  to  aerate  the  whole  of  it ;  and 
for  the  same  reason  the  twenty-six  minnows  lived 
for  a  week,  and  would  have  done  so  longer,  in  an 
ordinary  soup-plate  half-full  of  water. 

Of  course,  an  aquarium  ought  not  to  be  so  shallow 
that  the  water-plants  will  fail  to  grow  properly. 
A  tank  may  be  of  almost  any  depth,  but  it  must 
have  length  and  breadth  in  proportion.  To  sum 
up,  in  order  that  an  aquarium  may  be  a  success  it 
is  necessary  that  it  should  be  of  the  right  shape ; 
that  the  representatives  of  the  animal  kingdom 
sliould  not  be  in  excess  of  the  minimum  amount  of 
weed  ;  and  tliat  a  little  care  he  taken  daily  to 
maintain  their  balance. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  if  an  aquiiriuiii 
is  taken  up  as  a  toy,  to  be  fussed  over  for  a  few 
days  and  then  to  be  neglected  for  weeks,  it  will  be 
anything  but  pleasing  and  instructive.  The  water 
under  these  circumstances  will  quickly  become 
corrupt  and  offensive,  many  of  the  animals  will 
die,  those  which  are  unfortunate  enough  to  survive 
will  be  extremely  miserable,  and  the  owner  and 
his  friends  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an 
acjfuarium  is  certainly  not  what  I  have  described  it 
to  be — both  pleasing  and  instructive. 

There  are  very  many  kinds  of  aquaria,  ranging 
from  the  simple,  flat  earthenware  pan  to  the  beauti- 
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ful  and  expensive  combination  of  plate-glass,  slate, 
fountains,  enamel,  and  gilding.  All  are  more  or 
less  useful.  The  aquarium,  of  course,  most  suitable 
for  the  fish  and  the  plants  is  that  which  most 
resembles  a  pond — the  light  only  entering  it  from 
above.    The  great  drawback  to  a  tank  of  this  kind 


A  very  useful  and  somewhat  easily-made  tank  is 
shown  at  Fig.  7.  It  is  constructed  of  glass,  wood, 
and  slate.  The  ends  and  bottom  are  of  wood,  the 
former  being  lined  with  thin  window-glass,  the 
latter  with  slate ;  and  the  sides  are  formed  of  plate- 
glass. 


Fig.  4. 

is  the  difficulty  of  watching  closely  the  movements 
and  ways  of  its  inhabitants,  and  besides  such  a  one 
cannot  be  said  to  be  ornamental.  The  commonest 
aquarium,  perhaps,  is  that  often  described  as  an 
"inverted  propagating  glass"  (Fig.  4).  This  kind 
has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  Its  advan- 
tages are  the  facility  with  which  the  contents  can 
be  inspected,  its  non-leaking  character,  its  cheap- 
ness, its  portability,  and  its  attractiveness.  Its 
disadvantages  are  its  transparency,  which  causes 
much  discomfiture  to  the  fish  and  too  great  a 
growth  of  confervas ;  and  its  proneness  to  apparently 
distort  its  inhabitants  as  they  swim  round  it.  How- 
ever, the  transparency  can  be  partly  overcome  by 
judicious  shading,  the  method  of  which  will  be 
explained  when  "  light "  is  spoken  of,  and  the 
apparent  distortion  can  be 
avoided  by  taking  care  to 
choose  white  and  well-blown 
glasses.  In  buying  an 
a(|uarium  of  this  kind,  that 
which  is  broadest  and  shal- 
lowest should  certainly  have 
the  preference. 

Another  receptacle  for 
water  and  fish  is  the  com- 
mon glass  globe  (Fig.  5), 
which  has  nothing  whatever  to  recommend  it, 
except,  perhaps,  to  those  who  delight  to  hang  their 
imfortunate  captives — suspended  by  a  chain  from 
the  ceiling — in  front  of  the  window ;  and  of  course 
an  aquarium  which  is  to  be  placed  in  this  position 
— the  worst  possible — must,  on  account  of  its 
weight,  be  small ;  besides,  if  full,  the  surface  of 
water  exposed  to  the  air  must  be  extremely  limited. 


Fig.  8. 

A  more  useful  aquarium  than  any  yet  mentione  1 
is  one  formed  of  slate  and  plate-glass  only  (Fig.  8). 
It  can  be  made  by  an  amateur  without  much  difii- 
culty.  But  perhaps  the  tank  most  suitable  for  its 
purpose  is  Fig.  9.  One  side  only  is  of  glass  ;  the 
others  can  be  made  of  wood  lined  with  glass,  or  of 


Fig.  9. 

slate  only.  The  former  method  is  the  easier  and 
cheaper  to  construct,  the  latter  the  more 
ser^dceable. 

Explicit  directions  for  making  aquaria  similar  to 
those  shown  at  Figs.  6,  7,  8,  and  9  will  be  given  in 
Chapter  II. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Fig. 
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Fig.  7. 

The  ordinary  oblong  tank  (Fig.  6),  containing  , 
four  glass  sides,  is  both  ornamental  and  useful.  | 
However,  in  order  that  the  fish  may  be  happy  and  | 
the  vegetation  kept  within  bounds,  an  arrangement  | 
of  curtains  and  the  like  must  be  made,  which  will 
be  explained  in  due  com-se.  This  aquarium  is  I 
made  of  iron  and  glass  or  zinc  and  glass.  ! 


With  the  advent  of  the  new  year  comes  a 
renewed  interest  in  angling.  Matters  have  been 
dormant  since  the  close  of  the  season  on  the 
various  streams  and  rivers  north  of  the  Border, 
according  to  the  date  at  which  they  closed,  but 
now  a  time  of  awakening  is  at  hand  and  soon  the 
"song  of  the  reel"  will  once  more  proclaim  the 
opening  of  another  season. 

The  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  the  Teith,  and 
some  highland  streams,  including  the 
Helmsdale  Thurso,  Brora,  etc..  open  on 
Jan.  11  and  16  respectively,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  Scotch  salmon  waters  do  not  throw 
off  their  legal  fetters  till  Feb.  11,  and  a 
few  are  somewhat  later  still,  while  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie  and  some  west  coast 
streams  are  not  free  either  to  the  angler 
or  netter  till  jMarch  1. 

Considerable  interest  annually  centres 
in  the  opening  season  on  the  Tay,  and 
much  speculation  as  to  the  head  of  fish 
forward  and  the  probable  sport  on  the 
rivers,  which  follow  later  on,  is  annually 
gauged  from  that  obtained  on.  the  -Tay  and 
Loch  Tay  during  the  opening  weeks.  Xor 
are  netsmen  altogether  oblivious  as  to  the 
contents  of  the  early  spring  anglers'  baskets 
on  these  early  rivers,  for  although  the 
netting  season  does  not  commence  till 
Feb.  1  at  earliest  yet  tacksmen  are  able 
to  make  a  fairly  good  guess  as  to  what 
their  own  returns  will  be  from  the  success 
or  otherwise  of  the  first  rods  of  the 
season. 

There  is  usually  a  good  run  of  spring  fish 
varying  from  81b.  to  141b.  well  into  the  Tay  about  this 
time,  and  a  like  head  of  winter  fish  of  heavier  calibre 
well  forward  in  the  more  favoured  spots  of  the 
loch  ;  and  although  the  weather  cannot  be  described 
as  having  been  abnormally  mild  of  late,  yet  on  the 
whole  there  has  been  an  abundance  of  floods  and 
some  fine  drawing  waters  all  through  December 


and  up  to  the  present  date.  The  prospects  are  on 
the  whole  fairly  bright  in  these  parts. 

Although  the  Helmsdale,  Hallidal,  Strathy, 
Naver,  and  Borgie  open  as  early  as  .Ian.  11  and  12, 
yet  little  angling  can  be  got  in  these  highland 
waters,  as  a  rule,  on  account  of  the  snowstorms, 
and,  unless  in  a  fairly  open  winter,  sportsmen 
seldom  risk  being  snowed  up  for  weeks  as  has 
happened  before  now. 

The  prospects  for  the  present  in  these  northern 
latitudes  are  somewhat  vmcertain.  The  weathei- 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  something  after  the  old 
fashion  of  frosts  and  snows,  which  old  folks  delight 
so  much  to  recall  as  being  of  the  right  sort  and 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  in  their  early  days, 
but  which,  unfortunately  for  their  memories,  re- 
searches into  meteorological  records  do  not  sub- 
stantiate. 

That  there  were  Christmas  and  New  Year  storms 
and  "  Auld  Yule"  blasts  goes  without  saying,  but 
these  alternated  with  open  winters  just  as  at 
present,  and  the  fine  old  Christmas  weather — the 
blazing  Yule  log  inside  and  the  powdery  snow 
falling  aU  round  outside — belongs  more  to  the 
region  of  what  things  probably  should  be  than 
what  they  actually  are,  and  the  creations  of  penmen 
writing  up  their  Christmas  tales  six  months  in 
advance.  That  weather  goes  in  cycles  of  short 
periods  is  a  more  rational  belief.  The  cycles  most 
in  vogue  with  those  who  care  to  construct  charts 
run  from  ten  to  fourteen  years.  Thus  we  have 
similar  weather  conditions  recun-ing  every  ten  or 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and,  as  illustrating  this 
phase  of  the  case,  it  is  just  ten  years  ago  since 
similar  weather  conditions  prevailed  over  the  North 
of  Scotland.  The  winter  then  set  in  about  the  end 
of  November  and  continued  well  into  March  with 
not  a  single  break  among  the  hills  and  very  little 
in  the  low  grounds. 

The  present  season  has  hardly  been  quite  so 
severe,  yet  sportsmen  may  confidently  look  for  big 
waters  during  the  better  part  of  the  spring  and  be 
prepared  to  rough  it  for  the  first  two  months  of  the 
season  at  least.  Arctic  conditions  have  now  ruled 
paramount  since  the  November  blizzard,  and  in  the 
highland  glens  although  few  trains  have  been 
snowed  up  yet  all  road  traffic  has  been  for  some 
time  conducted  on  sledges,  and  meantime  New 
Year  and  Auld  Yule  (Jan.  5)  -^asits  are  being  con- 
ducted after  the  same  fashion  where  proprietors  • 
and  others  are  spending  their  Christmas  in  their 
country  houses. 

A  snowstorm  before  Christmas  is  said  to  be 
worth  two  after  it  for  spring  and  summer  angling. 
This  we  know  personally  to  be  the  case.  The 
corries  get  well  filled  up  with  the  winter's  accumu- 
lations, the  ice  gets  baked  into  miniature  glaciers, 
and  even  in  the  month  of  July  these  evidences  of 
the  past  winter  and  early  spring  will  often  be  found 
troublesome  to  the  moimtaineer  when  crossing 
some  of  the  higher  ranges  of  the  Mid-Grampians 
where  most  of  our  best  salmon  rivers  in  the  north 
have  their  chief  som-ces.  That  there  will  be  good 
round  waters  during  the  coming  spring  and  early 
summer  is  a  foregone  certainty  now,  and  a  welcome 
change  indeed  to  those  who  depend  on  a  fairly  good 
water  for  their  chances  of  sport. 

Fish  do  not  run  freely  in  snow  broth  or  in  a 
close  winter.  When  the  season  is  open  and  mild 
the  fish  are  usually  found  well  into  the  mid- 
reaches  by  the  opening  day.  On  an  average,  from 
a  fortnight  to  three  weeks  may  be  counted  on 
between  an  early  season  and  a  late  one,  but  this 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world  to  anglers, 
according  to  the  position  of  their  beat  on  the 
river.  If  well  inland  then  an  early  season  is  the 
best  for  them,  but  if  not  then  the  later  the  season 
the  better  their  chances  of  sport.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  choice  of  a  water  depends  a  good  deal 
(for  the  opening  at  least)  on  the  prevailing  weather 
conditions,  and  for  the  present  season  everything 
points  to  the  lower  and  fairly  lower  waters  as 
being  preferable  to  those  far  inland — for  the  first 
two  months  at  least. 

It  would  be  verging'on  the  region  of  prophecy  to 
go  farther  than  give  a  general  indication  that  the 
head  of  fish  will  undoubtedly  be  felt  strongest  in 
the  lower  and  fairly  lower  reaches  of  east  coast 
rivers,  including  the  Moray  Firth,  and  that  those 
who  have  inland  beats  may  have  to  wait  till  the 
spring  is  well  advanced  before  they  see  many  clean 
fish  in  their  waters,  and  that  every  mild  day  now 
is  so  much  in  their  fa^■our  and  so  much  the  better 
for  their  waters. 

Kelts  will  be  in  e\'idence  much  more  than  usual 
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this  spring.  Tiiis  is  alwaj'S  the  case  after  a  hard 
winter  and  the  absence  of  early  December  and 
January  floods,  and,  from  observations  made  by 
baUifl's  and  others,  very  few  have  yet  left  the  side 
streams,  nor  has  the  bulk  of  the  spent  fish  begun 
to  move  seawards. 

The  rush  for  spring  angling  waters  has  been  as 
great  as  ever,  notwithstanding  that  the  past  few 
seasons  have  been  comparative  failures.     G.  M. 


CHATS  WITH  AN  OLD  ANGLEE. 

(Contimied  from  Dec.  28,  page  452,) 


"  Time  doth  consecrate,  and  what  is  grey  with 
age  becomes  religion,"  writes  a  poet,  whose  name 
I  have  forgotten,  in  some  book,  the  title  of  which 
I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  remember.  The  words 
convey  a  great  truth,  however,  as  jMr.  Wm.  J. 
IMatthews  convinced  me  when  he  spoke  quite 
reverentially  of  old-time  places,  old-time  people  in  ' 
the  London  of  long  ago.  I 

A  truce  to  moralising  :  to  return  to  the  piscrs. 

"When  a  boy  I  lived  in  Sadler's-yard,"  said  Mr.  I 
Matthews,  "  in  close  proximity  to  the  New  Eiver.  [ 
At  daybreak  I  would  spring  out  of  bed,  creep  down  j 
the  stairs  and  make  for  the  bridge  spanning  the  • 
New  Eiver.  On  the  top  of  the  low  wall,  or  parapet,  ; 
was  a  flat  stone  ;  this  was  the  boss  position  to  take  ; 


now  covered  by  busy  shops,  flats,  and  crowded 
dwellings.  The  course  of  the  New  River  was  much 
more  winding  than  at  present.  To  avoid  cutting 
through  certain  properties  Sir  Hugh  ]\[ydleton 
made  many  a  detour.  As  leases  fell  in  and  money 
accuuiulated  to  buy  interests,  the  New  Eiver  has 
been  straightened  and  its  picturesque  appearance 
destroyed,  and  it  is  made  more  like  a  canal.  The 
various  bends  in  the  river  made  splendid  nurseries 
for  fish,  and  here  and  there  was  a  dark  arch  where 
the  perch  fed  and  fed — such  fish  as  you  seldom  see 
now.  You  see  those  lovely  fish  in  tliat  case — they 
were  caught  in  the  Seven  Sisters-road.  Homsey 
was  a  lovely  place  for  chub  ;  I  used  to  bait  with 
stone  loach,  and  frequently  cauglit  chub  ^\■eighing 
41b.  or  51b.  I  caught  a  six-pounder  one  morning 
and  took  it  alive  into  '  The  Jolly  Butchers.'  The 
host  took  a  fancy  to  it  :  I  gave  it  to  him,  and 
this  handsome  fisli  was  '  set  up  '  and  admired  by 
many  hundreds  of  anglers.  '  Tlie  Jolly  Butchers  ' 
— how  the  name  recalls  the  old  houses  wliicli  used 
to  dot  the  banks  of  the  New  Eiver.  '  The  Clown,' 
in  St.  John's-street-road.  was  probably  a  compli- 
ment to  dear  old  Joey  Grimaldi.  It  was  curious 
that  as  you  left  central  Clerkenwell  and  got  more 
out  into  the  country  you  came  across  quite  a 
different  class  of  people.  Out  towards  Crawshay 
Park  there  was  quite  a  colony  of  Quakers — quiet 
charming  people  engaged  in  the  grain  and  silk 
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up,  and  here  I  sat.  The  stone  was  joined  to  its 
neighbour  with  lead,  and  chips  from  this  came 
very  handy  to  smk  the  float.  Of  course  I  was 
soon  joined  by  other  anglers,  but  there  was  no 
attempt  to  oust  me  from  the  coign  of  vantage  I 
usually  secm'ed." 
"  And  the  catch  ?  " 

"Was  sometimes  excellent.  From  the  bridge 
which  spanned  what  is  now  busy  St.  John's-street- 
road  I  ha^•e  taken  splendid  perch  and  chub. 
Where  Clissold  Park  now  stands  I  have  caught 
lovely  carp,  and  many  a  fine  fish  have  I  pulled  out 
from  close  to  the  flaps  at  the  old  sluice  house.  In 
those  days  there  were  no  Board  Schools,  youngsters 
were  sent  to  work  as  soon  as  they  could  earn 
money.  I  was  one  of  a  family  of  twenty  children, 
with  lots  of  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  so  you 
can  guess  I  was  not  allowed  to  tarry  at  home  till 
my  beard  had  grown.  When  a  mere  boy  I  was 
put  to  work  at  a  watchmaker's  at  Clerkenwell,  so 
my  fishmg  was  done  before  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  used  often  to  start  at  daybreak,  walk 
four  miles  along  the  banks  of  the  New  Eiver,  fish 
the  bridges  back,  have  a  hasty  breakfast  and  in  to 
work,  having  had  three  hours'  sport  before  the  hour 
at  which  the  modern  youth  begins  to  think  about 
turning  out." 

"  Let  us  follow  for  a  while  the  New  Eiver 
sv/ims,"  I  remarked,  and  Mr.  Matthews,  like 
Barkis,  was  "  willin'." 

"  Very  little  of  the  old  rural  aspects  are  left,"  said 
he;  "the  Greeu-lanes  were  green  when  I  was  a 
boy.  I  h  ave  heard  the  lark  and  the  nightingale  in 
the  Seven  Sisters-road,  and  caught  fish  at  places 


trades.  Bright  eyes  peeping  from  under  black 
hoods  and  plain  straw  bonnets  and  cream  and 
strawberry  cheeks — where  have  those  complexions 
gone  to  ? — often  made  my  young  heart  flutter  and 
jump  like  the  fish  in  my  basket. 

"  That  reminds  me.    The  pal  of  my  youth  was 

dear  old  Tommy  never  mind  his  surname.  Many 

a  fishing  excursion  we  have  had  together — of  which 
more  by-and-bye.  But  while  Tommy  caught  fish 
Kitty  caught  him.  A  certain  cottage  had  a  garden 
which  ran  right  down  to  the  banks  of  the  New 
Eiver.  In  the  summer-house  at  the  bottom  of  that 
garden  we  used  often  to  spy  a  dark-eyed  damsel 
with  purple  black  hair  and  cheeks  with  peacli 
bloom  on  them.  Poor  Tommy,  he  was  fairly 
hooked.  That  summer-house  was  his  undoing. 
He  neglected  his  work,  he  forgot  even  his  fishing, 
and  instead  of  singing — 

If  she  be  not  fair  to  me, 
What  care  I  how  fair  she  be  ? 

he  allowed  the  faithless  Kitty  to  lxu:e  him  on  and 
then  jilt  him.  Poor  Tommy  died  in  Colney  Hatch, 
a  terminus  he  would  not  have  arrived  at  if  he'd  left 
love  alone  and  stuck  to  fishing." 

"The  time  we  lose  in  wooing, 
In  watchiag  and  pursuing 

The  light  that  lies  in  woman's  eyes 
May  prove  our  soul's  undoing  " — 

quoted  old  M&.tthews  from  his  favourite  Tom 
Moore,  and  with  that  quotation — which  I  heartily 
condemn — I  will  conclude  for  the  nonce. 

Deagnet. 

(To  he  conlinned.} 


BELLEEK— TKOUT  FISHING 
EXTKAOEDINAliY.* 


(Contimced  from  Dec.  28,  2^age  454.) 

Considering  their  disappointment,  tlic  crowd  was 
exceedingly  well  behaved— nine-tenths  of  tliem, 
indeed,  did  not  the  least  in  the  world  inidcrstand 
the  merits  of  the  case  ;  but,  thinking  tliat  a  fisli 
had  been  bond  fide  hooked  and  lost,  condoled  with 
the  beaten  fisherman  in  all  sincerity ;  while,  tin; 
few  wlio  knew  better,  contented  themselves  with 
a  few  sly  jokes  or  a  knowing  wink  or  two,  as  tho 
poor  Scliolar,  redder  far  with  sliame  than  from  liis 
recent  exertions,  gave  the  rod  into  Jemmy's  hand 
and  "  sought  tho  friendly  shelter  of  the  inn." 
-  "  Come,  come,"  said  the  Parson,  "never  mind 
it ;  sit  down  to  breakfast  witli  a  quiet  mind,  and 
pour  me  out  a  cup  of  coffee.  You  need  not  look  so 
ashamed  of  yourself,  many  an  older  fisherman  tliau 
you  has  been  taken  in  that  way." 

"That  is  true,"  said  the  Captain,  cracking  his 
first  egg,  "  and  the  Parson  may  quote  himself  as 
an  example.  It  was  only  last  Monday  that  I  saw 
him  playing  a  jenkin  in  tliat  very  place,  and  shouting 
and  bawling  for  Pat  Gallagher  and  his  gaff,  loud 
enough  to  waken  the  seven  sleepers  ;  and  the  fish, 
when  he  did  get  it,  tmiied  out  to  be  not  quite  twice 
the  size  of  his  fly." 

"  Fact,"  said  the  Parson,  laughing  ;  "  and,  for  a 
wonder,  no  exaggeration.  I  hooked  the  little  bruto 
on  the  very  edge  of  the  fall,  and  it  threw  itself  over. 
My  line  was  too  long  for  mc  to  see  what  was  the 
matter,  and  the  falling  water  on  the  susjiended  fish 
gave  it  all  the  weight  of  a  salmon.  I  never  was  so 
disgusted  in  my  life ;  but  I  did  not  choose  a  fair 
day  for  my  exhibition." 

"Neither  did  I,"  said  the  Squire;  "but  I 
remember  makmg  a  verv  similar  exhibition  myself. 
It  was  at  fijeckford,  and  before  three  or  foiu" 
members  of  the  club,  as  good  fishermen  as  any  in 
England,  all  of  whom  were  as  much  deceived  as 
I  was  myself.  There  was  a  trout  of  some  nnheai'd 
of  weight  that  had  taken  up  its  abode  under  one  of 
the  bridges,  and  I  was  supposed  to  bo  the  knight 
for  whom  the  adventure  of  catching  it  was  reserved. 
Well,  sure  enough,  I  hooked  it  at  the  first  cast, 
but  before  I  could  get  counnand  of  my  line,  tJio 
fish  had  run  mc  under  the  bridge  and  defied  every 
effort  to  get  him  out.  I  suppose  I  might  have  been 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  playing  him,  witli  ton  or  a 
dozen  fishermen  and  water-keepers  standing  round 
me  and  offering  me  every  conceivable  piece  of 
advice,  when  it  occun-ed  to  some  of  them  to  send  a 
man  under  the  bridge  ;  he  succeeded  in  unhookuig 
me  from  a  great  weedy  post,  and  till  then  there 
was  not  a  man  of  them  all  who  had  the  smallest 
idea  that  the  fish  was  off." 

"Well,  I  cannot  say  but  that  it  was  some  tinio 
before  I  had  any  suspicion  of  the  nature  of  thi: 
Scholar's  capture  this  morning,  though  I  never  did 
expect  to  see  a  salmon  caught  on  sucli  a  day  as 
this." 

"  What  made  you  all  so  positive  about  the  day''  " 
said  the  Scholar  ;  "  you  are  always  finding  out  some, 
excellent  reason  why  fish  will  not  rise.  Now  it's 
the  water,  and  then  it's  the  air,  and  another  time 
it's  the  sun.  The  other  day  Paddy  MoosJilan 
drawled  out,  '  Sure  it  was  Friday- — my  honoiu- 
would  not  have  the  poor  fish  break  their  fast.' 

"  Well,  I  will  not  answer  for  the  Friday's  fast," 
said  the  Captain  ;  "  but  the  fact  is  that  compared 
with  the  moderate  days,  or  even  the  bad  days  of 
our  calendar,  the  number  of  real  good  fishing  days 
is  small  indeed." 

"  That  is  the  reason  why  one  gets  so  disgusted 
with  the  fishing  books,"  said  the  S(j«ire  :  "  it  is 
easy  to  catch  fish  on  paper,  and  they  genertnislv 
give  you  magnificent  days'  sport,  which,  when  yon 
come  to  put  them  into  practice,  turn  out  nothing 
better  than  a  Barmecide's  feast." 

"  And  yet,"  said  the  Parson,  "  they  tell  you  the 
truth.  'There  are  few  of  us  who  may  not  recollect 
one  such  day  in  the  season,  or  at  least  one  such  day  in 
our  lives.  The  fault  lies  with  ourselves  ;  we  read 
of  what  was  done  once,  and  expect  to  do  it  every 
day." 

"  It  is  a  deceit,  no  less,"  said  the  Captain  ;  "if 
a  book  professes  to  give  you  du-ections  for  everyday 
practice,  and  describes  what  cannot  happen  to  you 
on  more  than  three  days  in  your  life,  I  say  that 
book  deceives,  though  it  tells  the  truth  :  but  I  do 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its-Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing, ' 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed. 
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not  tliinlv  any  book  would  have  described  its  heroes 
catching  fish  on  such  a  day  as  this." 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  the  day,"  said  the 
Scholar.  "I  see  nothing  wrong  with  the  day, 
except  that  it  is  hot." 

"  Well,  the  heat  is  unusual,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  and  no  unusual  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  favour- 
able to  fishing.  But  look  here,"  he  continued, 
rising,  and  drawing  the  Scholar  to  the  open  window, 
which  commanded  several  reaches  of  the  smooth, 
still  river  above  the  falls  ;  "  look  at  that  glare  of 
sunshine  ;  a  bright  sun,  you  know,  is  never  very 
favourable  to  fishermen,  though  salmon  will  rise 
in  it  sometimes :  but  do  you  see  nothing  very 
unusual  in  that  glare  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Scholar,  "  over  the  whole  face 
of  the  country  there  is  a  white,  sickly  cast,  with  a 
haze  of  mist  about  it." 

"  Exactly  so,"  said  the  Captain,  "  and  that  haze 
is  a  yellowish  white,  and  not  blue.  And  look  at 
the  Sim's  reflection  in  the  water ;  it  seems  larger 
than  common,  and  bliurred  and  indistinct ;  it  is  so 
dazzling  besides  that  even  at  this  distance  you  can 
hardly  look  at  it.  That  is  what  is  called  here  a 
scalding  sun  ;  I  have  known  the  trout  disregard  it, 
and  I  think  it  is  very  possible  we  may  do  something 
with  them  in  the  evening,  but  not  so  the  salmon  ; 
he  never  does,  or  so  seldom  that  we  may  call  it 
never.  We  have  rain  coming  on ;  it  will  be  fine  as 
long  as  the  sun  is  up  :  but  this  heat  is  drawing  up 
the  vapours,  which  the  cold  of  the  night  will  con- 
dense into  rain." 

"  And  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  we  had  plenty 
of  it,"  said  the  Parson.  *'  I  never  knew  the  sign  to 
fail  anywhere  ;  but  it  is  more  perceptible  here  in 
this  land  of  damps  and  vapours  than  in  any  country 
I  know  of." 

"  Why,  we  shall  not  have  a  fish  for  dinner  to-day 
of  any  kind,"  said  the  Squire.  "  I  think  we  were 
a  little  improvident  last  night  in  giving  away  that 
fine  catch  of  gillaroos  and  black  trout." 

"  Not  a  bit,"  said  the  Captam  ;  "  the  Parson  and 
I  are  going  up  the  river  to  try  for  a  pike  among 
the  rushes  ;  you  had  better  get  another  boat  and 
come  with  us.  Besides,  to  tell  you  the  truth," 
added  he,  mysteriously,  "  I  have  got  a  little  plan 
against  those  two  old  fat  trout  at  the  eel-weir  over 
there." 

"  My  firm  belief  is,"  said  the  Parson,  "  that  those 
two  trout  must  be  intimately  acquamted  with  the 
face  of  every  man  and  boy  in  Belleek,  and  able  to 
swear  to  their  personal  identity,  besides  having  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  every  kind  of  bait  from 
a  lob-worm  to  a  midge  fly.  I've  tried  them ;  the 
Captain  has  tried  them;  the  Scholar  has  spent 
three  good  hours  over  them  on  end ;  and  since  that 
they  have  been  constantly  watched  by  three  police- 
man day  and  night." 

"Yes,"  said  the  Scholar;  "and  so  well  up  to 
trap  are  they  that  they  do  not  gi\  e  themselves  the 
trouble  of  moving  when  they  see  you.  They  just 
'  cast  a  look  upwards,  as  much  as  to  say,  '  I  see  you, 
my  boy  1 '  and  then  they  let  chafer  and  fly,  minnow 
and  worm,  play  about  then-  noses  without  so  miach 
as  shaking  a  fin." 

"  And  thereupon  I  build  my  hopes,"  said  the 
Cai)tain.  "  I  have  got  an  old  eel-net,  and  I  feel 
certain  that  they  will  stay  quite  quiet,  and  keep 
looking  at  all  my  preparations  with  the  greatest 
possible  contempt  till  I  am  ready  to  drive  them 
into  it." 

"  Pretty  well  this,"  said  the  Squire,  "  for  the 
man  who  cannot  abide  an  otter  or  a  cross-line  I  Is 
this  what  you  call  fair  fishing  ?  " 

"  Well,  this  is  a  regular  salmon  river,"  said  the 
Captain,  in  some  confusion  ;  "  salmon  are  the  fish 
here ;  the  trout  are  nothing  but  vermin.  Of  course 
I  would  not  do  it  in  a  trout  stream  !  Besides,  if  we 
do  not  poach  a  little  on  such  a  day  as  this  we  stand 
no  chance  of  a  fish  for  dinner." 

"  You  need  not  be  making  excuses  to  me,"  said 
the  Squu-e ;  "  I  am  very  tolerant  of  such  poaching, 
and  tolerant  by  deed  as  well  as  by  word.  But  I  do 
like  consistency  ;  and  to  show  you  how  consistent 
I  am  myself,  I  do  not  mind  if  I  go  down  and 
assist  at  the  ceremony— that  is  to  say,  in  the 
French  sense  of  the  word.  I  mean  to  assist  by 
smoking  -my  cigar  on  the  bridge  and  looking 
on." 

"  And  I  will  assist  you  in  the  English  sense  of 
the  word,"  said  the  Scholar,  "  by  getting  into  the 
water  and  helping  you  to  set  up  the  nets  and  drive 
the  fish."  . 

"  Come  along,  then,  my  brave  Briton  I  That  is 
the  assistance  I  want." 


The  Captain's  plan  had,  at  all  events,  the  merit 
of  originality,  and  was  not  a  little  ingenious.  The 
scene  of  action  was  the  eel-weir  on  the  left  bank 
above  Belleek.  ^This  eel-weir  is  an  artificial  branch 
of  the  river — a  sort  of  canal  so  contrived  as  to  turn 
the  flank  of  the  great  falls  and  to  aff'ord  to  any  fish 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  it  a  path  apparently 
safe  and  easy  into  the  still  water  above. 

But,  like  many  of  the  easy  and  pleasant  paths 
of  this  world,  the  path  in  question  leads  but  to 
destruction  ;  for  a  stout  net,  hung  across  the  nar- 
rowest part  of  it,  which  is  technically  termed  the 
neck,  receives  the  unwary  migrator,  and  retains  him 
in  its  purse  until  a  suflicient  number  are  collected, 
when  the  whole  is  shovelled  unceremoniously  into 
a  square  stone  pit,  there  to  await  the  leisure  of  the 
skinner. 

This  contrivance  would  be  as  fatal  to  the  salmon 
as  it  is  to  the  eel ;  for  the  former,  with  all  his 


SALMON  USING  THE  SALMON 
LADDEE  AT  EINGWOOD  ON 
THE  AVON. 


Mr.  Gror(;k  W.  .Tessup,  of  E^ng^vood,  sends  us 
an  interesting  sketch  of  what  he  saw  at  the  salmon 
ladder  there  on  Dec.  10. 

He  says  :  "  I  saw  over  twelve  salmon  go  up  that 
day,  and  in  my  opinion  the  ladder  is  not  wide 
enough  and  wants  another  step  ;  many  fish  were 
washed  back  by  the  force  of  the  water,  some 
jumped  sideways  and  fell  into  the  ladder  and  some 
missed  it.  The  water  in  the  left-hand  comer  comes 
up  from  the  bottom.  The  salmon  are  now  spawn- 
ing on  the  shallows  by  the  weir  at  Somerley,  a 
very  pretty  spot." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  water-bailiffs  are 
looking  after  the  fish. 


m 


Will 

m 

Salmon  ascending  Salmon  Ladder  on  the  Avon  at  PtixGwooD. 


coiirage  and  energy,  is  by  no  means  indisposed  to 
avoid  unnecessary  trouble — but  Parliament  has 
provided  for  his  safety,  the  Act  forbidding  the  nets 
to  be  set  while  the  sun  is  above  the  horizon  ;  and 
as  the  salmon  never  stirs  by  night,  nor  the  eel  by  day, 
this  arrangement  suits  equally  the  con-^-enience  of 
both  parties.  The  salt  eel  is  the  staple  of  Belleek, 
and  the  favomite  Lenten  food  of  the  Eoman 
Catholics,  and  for  this  fish  the  Erne  is  more  famous 
than  it  is  even  for  its  salmon.  At  the  migrating 
season  every  rock  is  black  with  them,  and  the 
annual  ground-rent  of  the  weirs  alone  is  said  to 
exceed  J£300. 

It  was  at  the  neck  of  this  eel-weir  that  the  trout 
had  taken  thek  station,  and  a  pleasant  station  it 
was  for  them  when  they  were  once  there ;  for  at 
the  neck  there  was  quite  depth  enough  to  make 
them  easy  in  then-  minds,  while  the  narrowness  of 
the  channel  rendered  it  absolutely  impossible  that 
any  of  the  numerous  caddises,  chafers,  palmers, 
or  half-drowned  flies,  sucked  down  from  the  still 
water  above,  could  escape  their  notice  ;  and  every 
now  and  then  a  small  red  worm,  washed  from 
the  sandy  banlis,  would  come  trundling  down, 
affording  them  a  luxury  they  could  not  expect  to 
meet  with  in  the  stony  channels  of  the  lower 
river. 

Below,  the  mouth  of  the  eel-weir  opened  upon  a 
flat  slab  of  rock,  similar  to  those  which  paved 
Eose  Isle  and  the  throw  before  it ;  and  here  the 
water,  being  spread  over  a  breadth  of  five  or  six 
yards,  shallowed  to  about  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and 
was  so  clear  that  in  the  sunshine  it  seemed  as  if 
there  were  no  medium  but  air  between  the  rock 
and  the  spectator. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE   TEAGEDY  OF  A  TENCH." 


There  is  a  widespread  notion  that  fi-esh-water 
fish — salmon  and  trout,  of  course,  excluded— are 
not  good  eating.  "  No,  thank  you,"  people  say,  in 
answer  to  an  offer  of  a  basket  of  roach  ;  "  we  have 
not  forgotten  those  you  gave  us  last  year.  ^Xc 
have  bought  our  experience."  So  nowadays  we 
have  given  up  the  imequal  struggle  and  have  come 
to  admit  with  the  rest  that  they  are  no  good  for 
the  table.  Yet,  such  is  the  perverseness  of  human 
nature,  there  are  murmurs  when  we  return  home 
with  an  empty  basket — useless  our  description  of 
the  weights  and  measures,  unheeded  our  telling  of 
the  names  and  numbers.  "  Yes,  but  why  didn't  you 
bring  them  home  ?  "  they  ask  doubtingly.  This 
annoys  us.  "  Because,"  we  say  wearily — we  have 
said  it  so  often — "  because  our  cook,  though  excel- 
lent at  most  dishes,  has  not,  as  we  know  by  painful 
experience,  yet  mastered  the  whole  art  and  mystery 
of  grilling  Isream." 

I  remember  well  a  painful  episode  in  my  angling 
career  that  arose  from  bringing  a  fish  home.  It 
was  at  a  favourite  hotel  on  the  coast  where  I  and 
others,  frequent  visitors,  were  xmcommonly  well 
looked  after  and  done  by.  Good  Mine  Host  and 
his  wife  took  great  interest  in  their  table  and  in 
their  cooking  of  fish  in  particular.  IMany  a  morning 
have  I  been  up  at  daybreak,  sailed  a  mile  or  so  to 
the  sandbank,  and  returned  in  time  to  have  the 
dabs  done,  and  excellently  well  done,  for  breakfast. 
A  day  came,  however,  when  the  sea  was  very  rough 
and  we  turned  inland  to  a  lake  to  try  for  tench, 
and  there,  by  rare  good  fortune,  I  landed  a  specimen, 
a  fish  of  5lb.  and  over.  As  we  were  returning  to 
town  on  the  next  day,  I  decided  to  take  the  fish 
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with  me  and  have  him  cased,  so  he  was  put  care- 
fully in  the  basket,  carried  to  the  hotel  in  triumph, 
and  there  put  on  a  slab  in — as  I  thought — perfect 
safety.    Events,  however,  were  to  prove  otberaise. 

With  an  hour  to  wait  for  dinner,  a  stroll  on  the 
pier  "  to  see  the  boat  in  "  was  suggested  and  acted 
upon.  Seeing  the  boat  in  is  the  only  excitement 
in  this  most  restful  spot,  the  little  town  seems  to 
wake  up  and  shake  itself,  the  streets  spring  into 
life,  from  odd  corners  and  little  alleys  people  come 
hurrying,  the  quay  is  ci-owded,  men  run  up  and 
down  with  trolleys,  others  pick  up  coils  of  rope 
and  stand  in  readiness,  officials  appear  from  offices 
and  look  important,  the  policeman  arrives  and 
losing  for  the  nonce  his  genial  manner — he  is  a 
fisherman  when  off  duty — sternly  orders  us  to 
"  stand  back  " ;  the  signal  arm  at  the  lighthouse 
is  up,  the  syren  on  the  steamer  has  cleared  the 
chaimel  of  the  smaller  craft,  the  busy  harbour  tug 
towing  a  four-mast  timber  ship  is  for  the  while 
held  up,  and  with  a  feeling  something  similar  to 
that  experienced  on  seeing  royalty,  and  a  wild  but 
suppressed  desire  to  cheer,  we  "  stand  back,"  and 
the  vessel  glides  gracefully  alongside ;  the  tug, 
greeting  it  with  a  hoarse  wliistle,  starts  again  on 
its  journej',  stern  Customs  officers  fall  suspiciously 
upon  the  unresisting  and  for  the  most  part 
scrupulously  honest  passengers ;  nothing  contra- 
band having  been  found  upon  them  they  ai-e 
released  and  are  soon  swallowed  by  the  waiting 
train  ;  doors  bang,  somebody  waves  a  flag,  there  is 
a  short  whistle,  a  snort  or  two  from  the  engine, 
the  light  on  the  end  carriage  disappears  slowly 
roimd  the  curve,  and  the  event  of  the  day  is  over, 
the  town  sinks  once  more  into  its  normal  stillness, 
and  "  the  boat  is  in." 

But  to  return  to  our  dinner.  We  noticed,  on 
re-entering  the  hotel,  a  certain  anxious  air  about 
our  hostess.  "  I  think  you  will  enjoy  it,"  she 
said  ;  "  we've  taken  great  trouble  with  it ;  indeed,  I 
cooked  it  myself."  Taking  this  remark  to  refer  to 
the  dinner,  we  considered  it  a  little  strange  that 
she  should  liave  usurped  the  cook's  duty;  however, 
despite  these  misgivings,  we  said  no  doubt  it  would 
be  excellent,  and  sat  down.  The  soup  was  cer- 
tainly good,  but  why  did  our  hostess  hover  about  ? 
It  was  unusual,  and  made  us  nervous.  And  why 
so  long  between  the  courses  ?  Tlie  reason  soon 
became  apparent.  Glancing  at  the  mmu  the 
words  "  fish,  tencli "  caught  my  eye.  I  repeated 
the  words  mechanically,  staring  blankly  mean- 
while at  the  card  in  my  hand.  "  What '.'  "  said  my 
friend.  "  Fish,  tench,"  I  said  again.  Something 
in  my  voice  must  have  alarmed  him  ;  he  ponrecl 
out  a  glass  of  wine.  "  Drirfk  that,  be  a  man,"  he 
said,  beginning  to  grasp  tlie  situation  ;  "  they  have 
done  this  to  please  us,"  lie  went  on,  "don't  for  a 
minute  let  them  suspect." 

"  But  it  is  my  specimen,  my  record  tench ;  it's 
going  to  be  hung  in  my  study,"  I  said  brokenly. 
"Come,  come,"  said  my  friend,  "you  must  bear 
this  thing  bravely,  these  people  have  been  at  great 
trouble  and  some  expense  ;  I  believe  port  wine  sauce 
is  usual,  and  we  shall  no  doubt  enjoy  this  dish  and 
do  it  justice "  ;  he  added,  "  tench  properly  done 
were  delicious."  He  is  an  authority,  and  so  under 
his  enthusiasm  I  began  to  forget  my  trouble  and  to 
cheer  up.  "  It  seeenis  a  long  time  cooking,"  we 
said  at  the  end  of  another  five  minutes,  "  but  it  is 
worth  waiting  for."  Our  hostess  peeped  in.  "  It 
is  ready,"  she  said.  There  were  sounds  of  unusual 
bustle  in  the  kitchen,  evidently  this  was  an  event 
in  the  cooking  world  ;  then  it  came,  it  certainly 
did  look  good,  disappointment  was  forgotten  in  the 
satisfaction  of  the  moment.  I  felt  quite  glad  it  was 
not  to  be  cased  after  all ;  alas  for  worldly  hopes, 
never  sliall  we  forget  the  fla^  our  of  that  fish  1  It 
justified  its  famous  description  as  "the  last  thing 
of  the  Creation,  a  handful  of  mud  and  a  packet  of 
pins."  The  question  now  was  how  to  dispose  of  it ; 
we  offered  some  to  the  faithful  cat,  faithful  that  is 
at  meal-times  ;  she  stared  and  walked  away  to  the 
heartlarug  a  monument  of  offended  dignity ;  our 
dog  then — try  it  on  the  dog — he  turned  on  his 
master,  growled,  made  for  the  door,  and  tried 
vainly  to  scratch  it  open ;  what  was  to  be  done  ? 
It  could  not  be  eaten,  it  must  be  got  rid  of ;  never 
had  a  stage  villain  more  difficulty  to  hide  his  victim 
than  had  wo  to  conceal  that  fish  ;  the  only  possible 
way  was  to  wrap  it  in'  our  handkerchiefs,  pocket  it, 
and  keep  it  till  such  time  as  we  could  unobservedly 
throw  it  into  tlie  harbour.  Feeling  like  thieves  in 
the  night,  and  keeping  strict  silence  to  avoid 
surprise,  we  did  this,  and  as  the  last  morsel  was 
safely  stowed  away  in  my  large  pocket — I  fortu- 


nately had  my  poaching  coat  on — we  heard  the 
footsteps  of  our  returning  hostess.  "  How  is  it  ?  " 
she  asked  anxiously.  We  were  able  to  satisfy  her 
on  this  point.  "  Capital,  caiiital,"  we  told  her,  and 
added,  with,  it  is  gratifying  to  think,  perfect  truth, 
"  we  never  tasted  anything  like  it  before." 

"  And  it  is  all  gone,"  she  said,  delightedly. 

"  Yes,"  we  told  her,  "  it  is  all  gone." 

"  So  unhappily  ended  my  specimen  tench  ;  but 
it  has  taught  me  one  thing — I  do  not  bring  fish 
home  nowadays,  at  least  not  fresh-water  fish ;  I 
give  them,  as  honest  Izaak  Walton  did  the  two 
chub,  "  to  the  x30or."  Robert  Stanley. 


ALLCOCK'S  PATENT  COLLAPSING 
SPOON. 


Advantages  Claimed  for  the  New  Patent. 

"  This  spoon  is  designed  to  overcome  the  faults 
and  failings  of  the  old  form  of  spoon  bait,  whicli 
has  long  been  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
deadly  baits  for  all  kinds  of  spinning  and  trolling. 
The  improvement  consists  in  having  one  or  more 
longitudinal  tapered  cuts,  which  fit  so  accurately 
that  the  bait  has  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary 
spoon.    These  cuts  are  held  together  by  a  parallel. 


BAR  SPOON. 

strong,  and  well -tapered  spring.  When  the  spoon 
is  struck  by  a  fish,  instead  of  feeling  hard  and  rigid 
and  thereby  causing  the  fish  to  drop  it,  it  collapses, 
giving  the  impression  of  a  live  fish,  and  at  the 
same  time  leaving  the  large  treble  hook  free  to  take 
hold.  For  Mahseer  fishing  the  lieavy  spoon  can 
be  dispensed  with  and  a  much  lighter  one  used,  as 
the  fish  cannot  possibly  crush  it  in  its  jaws.  The 
bottom  triangle  is  hidden  by  a  tag  of  red  wool, 
which  makes  it  much  more  killing  than  the 
ordinary  bare  spoon.  A  broken  hook  can  be  easily 
replaced,  or  a  larger  or  smaller  hook  added.  This 
spoon  is  made  inlall  sizes." 

[It  strikes  us  that  in  this  invention  Messrs. 


Allcock  have  made  what  may  prove  to  be  a  perfect 
revolution  in  spoon  spinning  baits.  Many  a  fish 
has  been  lost  because  the  rigid  spoon  has  acted  as 
a  guard  and  prevented  the  hooks  taking  hold.  Wc 
have  pointed  out  to  Messrs.  Allcock  that  the  steel 
split-ring  is  a  very  dangerous  form  of  attachment 
for  hooks,  as  it  rusts  inside,  and  goes  like  rotten 
wire  when  a  real  good  fish  is  hooked.  Wc  liave 
lost  big  sea  bass  purclj-  from  this  cause.  Messrs. 
Allcock  say  that  they  are  making  experiments  with 
a  specially  strong  ring,  not  split,  and  which  will 
not  rust.  They  are  most  enterprising  in  these 
matters,  and  to  have  got  them  to  admit  the  defects 
of  the  split-ring  is  a  great  thing.  Even  when  quite 
new  it  is  only  one-third  as  strong  as  it  appears 
to  be. — Ed.] 


SUPPOSED  DISCOVEEY  OE  A  NEW 
VAEIETY  OF  SALMON. 


Count  Henri  de  Puyjalon,  General  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  and  Game  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
and  author  of  a  work  on  natural  history,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  he  has  found  a  new  variety  of  salmon 
in  some  of  the  streams  of  Labrador,  specimens  of 
which  he  has  brought  back  with  him  here  preserved 
in  alcohol.  Those  which  I  have  seen  are  about 
the  size  of  herrings.  Specimens  of  the  adult  fish 
were  also  brought,  but  not  in  alcohol,  and  as  they 
had  only  been  slightly  preserved  they  were  found 
unfit  for  examination  when  unpacked  in  (Juebec. 
So  far  as  the  external  appearance  of  these  young  fish 
go,  I  see  nothing  by  which  to  distinguish  them 
from  small  gi'ilse.  Their,  colours  are  much  the 
same  as  those  of  the  young  of  the  ordinary 
salmon.  The  small,  silvery  bright  scales  easily 
rub  oft'  when  touched,  and  the  tail  is  slightly 
forked.  Mr.  Puyjalon  tells  me,  however,  that 
these  conditions — the  slight  caudal  notch  and  the 
looseness  of  the  scales — are  equally  present  in  the 
adult  specimens  of  the  fish.  Here  is  Mr.  Puyjalon's 
description  of  a  fish  taken  in  the  month  of  June  at 
the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Kecarpwei  Pviver  on 
the  Labrador  coast :  "  Weight,  S^lb. ;  length,  from 
the  extremity  of  the  snout  to  the  extremity  of  one 
of  the  lobes  of  the  tail,  twenty-four  and  a  half 
inches ;  from  the  extremity  of  the  snout  to  the 
extremity  of  the  opercle,  five  inches ;  from  the 
same  point  to  the  beginning  of  the  dorsal  fin,  nine 
and  a  half  inches ;  width  of  the  caudal  fin  from 
one  lobe  to  the  other,  four  and  three-quarter  inches. 
Body  very  slender,  tail  slightly  forked,  scales  very 
shiny,  very  thin,  adhering  but  slightly ;  head, 
slender ;  back,  a  dark  blue  metallic  colour ;  black 
spots  in  the  form  of  a  quincunx  on  the  skin,  show- 
ing but  transparently  through  the  scales  ;  maxillary 
teeth  very  pointed."  In  the  same  waters  with  this 
fish  the  ordinary  Salmo  salar  is  found,  so  that 
there  are  excellent  opportunities  for  comparative 
study.  The  residents  of  the  coast  call  the  ordinary 
fish  "red  salmon,"  and  the  specimens  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Puyjalon  "  white  salmon."  In  the  rivers 
in  which  they  are  found  together,  both  fish  run  to 
about  151b.  in  weight.  The  so-called  "  white 
salmon"  are  also  known  to  the  inhabitants  as 
"  sling  "  or  "  slend,"  which  Mr.  Puyjalon  thinks  is 
a  corruption  of  "slender"  and  applied  to  the  fish 
on  account  of  its  shape.  No  matter  what  its  size, 
its  flesh  is  always  creamy  white,  as  distinct  from 
the  rich  pink  tint  of  that  of  the  ordinary  Atlantic 
salmon.  It  takes  the  fly  equally  as  well  as  the 
more  common  salmon  of  the  sea,  and  afibrds  quite 
as  good  sport.  The  fish  is  clearly  not  a  kelt,  not- 
withstanding its  slender  fonn,  and  the  question 
naturally  arises,  What  is  it '?  There  is  even  less 
dissimilarity  in  external  appearance  between  it  and 
the  common  Atlantic  salmon  than  there  is  between 
the  latter  and  the  ouananiche.  Mr.  Puyjalon  made 
a  first  brief  reference  to  the  sling  or  slend  in 
the  last  published  report  of  his  department,  but 
only  this  season  did  he  succeed  in  bringing  well- 
preserved  specimens  home  with  him.  Before  this 
last  summer's  trip  to  Labrador,  from  which  he 
recently  returned,  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  non-anadromous,  never  visiting  salt 
water.  His  investigations  during  the  present 
season  prove  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact,  and  Mr. 
Puyjalon  is  now  convinced  that  the  "  white 
salmon  "  possesses  the  same  habits  as  the  more 
familiar  type  of  Salmo  salar. — E.  T.  D.  Chamukrs 
in  Forest  and  Stream. 

American  Books. — A  Catalof^uu  of  Aiaencmi  books  in  viu'ious 
(lei)artmenrrS  of  literaturu  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marsloii 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  I'etter-lane,  London. 
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A  SINGLE  HOOK  FOE  THE 
TEOLLING  SPOON. 


[The  following  article  by  an  experienced  American 
angler  is  well  worth  the  carefvJ  notice  of  all  who 
use  spinning  baits.  There  is  no  doubt  in  ovur  mind 
as  to  the  mistake  of  supposing  that  the  more  hooks 
you  have  on  a  bait  the  more  chance  you  have  of 
hooking  your  fish.  The  fact  is,  as  we  have  often 
pointed  out,  to  get  two  hooks  in  over  the  barbs 
requires  twice  the  pressure  necessary  to  get  one  in  ; 
four  points  require  four  times  the  pressure,  pro- 
bably much  more.  Look  at  the  thousands  of 
salmon  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  trout  killed 
by  the  fly-fisher  on  the  single  hook.  Again,  the 
more  hooks  on  a  spoon  bait  or  other  spinning  bait 
the  greater  is  the  hindrance  to  its  spiiming 
properly. — Ed.] 

Manufactm-ers  of  fishing  tackle  have  been  pro- 
ducing for  many  years  a  legion,  almost,  of  trolling 
devices  for  the  allurement  of  game  fishes.  Spoons, 
of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  phantoms,  spinners 
and  other  whirligigs  have  been  put  upon  the  mar- 
ket, each  of  which  has  met  with  more  or  less  ready 
sale  and  found  some  advocates  among  the  members 
of  the  angling  fraternity.  All  or  nearly  all  have 
had  appended  three  or  more  hooks,  evidently  with 
the  idea  that  a  number  of  hooks  would  add  to  the 
chances  for  the  impalement  of  a  fish  which  might 
strike  at  the  Im-e — that  if  a  bass,  pike,  mascalonge, 
pickerel  or  other  fish  should  take  into  its  mouth  a 
gang  of  three  hooks  all  might  become  fastened 
and  thus  render  the  escape  of  the  fish  well-nigh 
impossible  if  the  tackle  should  hold. 

For  years  the  writer  has  had  a  belief,  not  founded 
entirely  on  faith,  but  on  experience,  that  a  single 
hook  is  as  efi'ective  generally  on  a  spoon  as  any 
greater  number,  and  sometimes  much  more  so. 
My  idea  is  that  the  single  hook  is  more  likely  to  be 
taken  into  the  mouth  of  the  fish  when  it  strikes, 
and  once  the  jaws  close  upon  it  the  fish  will  be 
fastened  securely.  On  the  other  hand,  with  three 
hooks  soldered  in  a  tripod  form,  or  with  a  long 
gang  extending  behind  the  spoon,  if  the  fish  shall 
not  strike  so  as  to  take  the  whole  fau-ly  into  its 
mouth,  or  shall  hit  one  of  the  protruding  hooks  on 
the  bend  with  its  nose  or  jaw — and  the  chances  for 
that  are  greater  than  with  the  single  hook — the 
entire  lure  may  be  so  deilected  as  to  miss  the  fish 
altogether,  or,  at  best,  catch  so  lightly  in  the  cheek 
tjiat  the  fish  easily  frees  itself.  Any  angler  who 
lias  trolled  much  will  remember  many  instances  in 
which  he  struck  fishes,  played  them  with  care  and 
brought  them  up  to  the  boat  just  long  enough  to 
see  they  were  hooked  on  the  outside,  in  the  cheek 
or  elsewhere,  when,  presto  !  they  would  twist  off 
with  a  single  movement  and  be  gone  with  a  flirt  of 
the  tail  in  the  face  (not  literally)  of  the  discomfited 
angler.  And,  no  doubt,  he  has  hooked  manj^  a  fish, 
which  he  thought  well  fastened,  only  to  find  his 
lure  coming  in  Ashless  after  a  brief  tension  of  the 
line. 

In  younger  days,  when  doing  more  angling  than 
now,  I  used  to  troll  for  lake  trout  in  New  York 
State  with  a  spoon,  sinking  the  liae  and  lure. 
The  spoon  used  was  of  the  usual  oblong  fonn, 
somewhat  the  shape  of  the  Skinner,  about  Xo.  7,  I 
think,  and  one  hook  was  soldered  solidly  to  the 
small  end  of  the  spoon.  Drawing  a  spoon  m  the 
manner  noted  was  not  by  any  means  a  fish-hog's 
method,  for  the  returns  in  numbers  were  not  large  ; 
but  when  a  trout  was  taken  it  was  usually  a  good 
one  and  few  strikes  were  missed,  while  every 
fish  was  hooked  solidly  in  the  mouth  and  many 
were  fastened  through  the  roof  of  the  mouth. 
Once  hooked  they  seldom  got  away  unless  the 
tackle  parted. 

-Vii  instance  that  Will  illustrate  the  effectiveness 
of  the  single  hook  for  the  bass  spoon  comes  to 
mind.  Once,  when  temporarily  sojourning  near 
the  foot  of  Crooked  or  Keuka  Lake,  in  New  York, 
I  spent  many  afternoons  upon  that  beautiful  sheet 
of  water,  and  took  many  a  mess  of  fish  from  its 
depths.  On  this  occasion  I  was  alone,  and  was 
trolling  up  the  west  shore  of  the  lake,  drawing  a 
smallish-sized  spoon  (a  Buel,  if  I  remember 
aright)  from  which  I  had  taken  the  three  hooks 
and  put  on  a  single-ringed  hook.  The  afternoon 
was  serene  and  the  water  was  quite  calm,  and  I 
gradually  let  out  considerable  line,  probably  one 
hundred  feet  or  more.  I  was  using  a  handline,  and 
held  it  in  one  of  my  hands  with  the  oar,  the 
motion  of  rowing,  as  I  pulled  slowly,  imparting  a 
little  jerk  forward  with  each  piJl  on  the  oars. 


'When  passing  a  long  weed  bed,  en  route  to  the 
favourite  fishing  place  for  which  I  was  headed, 
suddenly  there  was  a  heavy  strike  that  pulled  the 
line  from  my  hand  and  took  out  most  of  the  coil 
between  my  legs,  on  the  bottom  of  the  skiff, 
before  I  could  grab  it.  Once  I  had  the  line  in 
hand  I  regained  the  slack,  and  thought  I  had 
fastened  the  hook  to  a  log,  so  tense  was  the  line, 
and  I  began  to  back  the  skiff,  although  I  had  never 
seen  any  logs  there. 

As  suddenly  as  the  strike  came,  the  tension 
slackened,  and  above  the  surface,  fully  one  hundred 
feet  directly  behiad  the  skiff,  a  sturdy  bass  leaped 
from  the  water,  shaking  his  head  with  all  the 
determination  of  the  gamy  Micropterus  salmoides. 
I  thought  perhaps  I  had  hooked  him  "  foul  "  when 
he  was  crossing  my  trail  or  going  in  the  opposite 
direction,  which  might  have  accounted  tor  the 
heavy  strike,  and  that  I  would  do  well  to  land  him 
as  speedily  as  possible.  So  I  commenced  pulling 
in,  hand  over  hand. 

Well,  I  had  a  lot  of  fun  w  ith  that  bass.  The 
line  was  a  fine  one,  he  strained  it  heavily,  and  I 
was  afraid  he  would  break  it.  So  soon  as  he  knew 
he  was  being  taken  the  way  he  did  not  wish  to  go 
he  started  out  towards  deep  water,  with  the  line  as 
taut  as  a  fiddle  string  and  cutting  through  the 
water  like  a  sharp  scythe  in  green  timothy  grass. 
When  the  run  ended  he  was  out  in  the  lake,  straight 
away  fi-om  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  I  do  not 
believe  I  had  gained  ten  feet  of  line.  Then,  when 
I  put  on  the  pressure  again,  he  made  runs  from 
side  to  side,  sounded,  leaped  and  played  every 
trick,  and  still  I  gained  line,  though  exercising 
much  caution  to  not  strain  the  line  too  much.  He 
was  in  water  deep  enough  that  I  did  not  fear  his 
fouling  anything. 

Finally  I  got  him  near  enough  to  see  him  plainlj^ 
and  began  to  make  plans  to  scoop  him  into  the 
skiff,  but  he  drove  under  the  skiff  and  I  had  to  pass 
the  line  around  the  stern  of  the  craft  and  work  to 
keep  him  out  of  that  weed  bed.  Well,  that  was 
his  last  great  effort  and  soon  after  I  had  him  in  the 
boat,  when  I  found  my  single  hook  was  fastened 
through  the  roof  of  his  mouth,  well  back,  and 
nothing  he  could  have  done  would  have  relieved 
him  of  the  barbed  steel.  I  had  to  cut  it  out  with 
my  knife.  He  weighed  4f  lb.  when  I  passed  through 
the  village  that  evening  on  my  way  home. 

I  remember  reading,  some  time  last  summer,  an 
article  in  the  American  Field  in  which  the  writer 
thereof  stated  he  had  hooked  some  rainbows  through 
the  lip,  and  when  hooked  at  that  precise  spot  the 
fishes  seemed  stunned  and  did  not  display  their 
usual  gaminess.  He  thought  there  must  be  a  nerve 
in  that  part  of  the  mouth  that  became  paralysed 
by  the  puncture  of  the  hook,  and  the  paralysing 
effect  extended  to  the  entire  system.  His  theory 
may  be  true,  but  I  do  not  belie^■e  that  bass  had  an  j' 
such  nerve  extending  through  the  roof  of  his  mouth, 
or  if  he  had  my  hook  did  not  reach  it,  for  no 
paralysed  fish  would  have  gone  through  the  gyra- 
tions'he  did  when  he  gave  me  those  busy  moments 
of  sport. — Sexex  in  the  American  Field. 


DEPENDENCE  ON  ATTENDANTS. 


There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  on  this 
subject.  Some  anglers  never  go  on  any  expedition 
without  ha\'ing  a  man  at  their  heels,  others — and 
the  writer  of  this  article  admits  that  he  belongs  to 
this  class — dispense  with  the  service  of  any  atten- 
dant whenever  circumstances  permit  them  doing 
so.  The  writer  has  met  many  gillies  and  profes- 
sional fishermen  (both  fresh  water  and  marine), 
and  as  a  rule  has  found  them  honest,  good  fellows, 
anxious  to  show  their  clients  good  sport.  Still,  for 
all  that,  he  is  convinced  that  an  angler  who  is 
dependent  on  the  experience  and  manual  skill  of 
his  attendant  misses  half  the  real  pleasure  in 
fishing.  We  admit  that  there  are  many  cases 
when  circumstances  compel  one  to  employ  an 
attendant,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  times 
when  the  choice  in  this  matter  must  be  quite 
optional — such  as  when  the  angler  has  to  fish  small 
rivers  (and  some  large  ones  as  well)  and  lakes 
where  it  is  easy  to  get  close  to  the  level  of  the 
water  and  land  yom-  own  fish. 

The  average  man  can  when  alone  concentrate 
his  mind  better  on  his  work  than  when  anyone  is 
near  him.  He  knows  that  if  a  fish  breaks  away 
lie  can  blame  no  one  but  himself — he  is  entirely 
dependent  on  his  own  skill  and  exertions,  and  after 
some  mishaps  and  disasters  he  acquires  knowledge 


and  confidence  in  himself,  as  well  as  increasing  his 
prowess  of  observation,  the  benefit  of  which  training 
will  probably  prove  of  use  to  him  in  more  impor- 
tant and  serious  matters  than  'fishing. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  keen  surprise  to  tho 
writer  of  this  article  to  notice  how  many  anglers  — 
chiefly,  he  admits,  young  men — confine  their  know- 
ledge of  angling  to  hooking  and  playing  fish,  which 
is  well  enough  if  thej'  have  a  sen  ant  who  will  act 
as  a  sort  of  "  nurse,"  put  on  their  hooks,  bait 
for  them,  and  land  their  fish.  But  think  how 
helpless  such  an  angler  is  when  left  to  his  own 
devices.  He  very  likely  has  the  theories  of  such 
masters  as  Francis  Francis,  Bickerdyke,  and 
Cholmondeley-Pennell  at  heart,  but  he  has  never 
put  a  lively  dace  or  roach  on  a  snap  tackle,  and 
most  likely  crushes  half  the  life  out  of  the  wretched 
bait  in  his  efforts  to  fix  it  properly  on  the  hook  or 
else  fastens  it  so  ineffectually  that  it  leaves  the 
hook  in  its  first  flight.  His  worms  will  not  attract 
fish  imless  they  arc  ravenously  hungry  on  account 
of  the  clumsy  way  lie  puts  them  on.  His  flies  are 
perpetually  cracking  off  where  he  fastens  them  on 
the  cast,  and  if  he  lias  a  serious  breakage  he  is  in 
despair.  He  himself  is  alone  to  blame.  Or  take  the 
case  of  a  less  hopeless  "  duffer."  He  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  let  his  attendant  land  his  fish,  so  when 
he  has  to  perform  this  feat  himself  he  ine\'itably 
loses  a  large  percentage  of  his  fish — generally  the 
best  ones. 

The  writer,  though  he  is  very  far  from  being  a 
veteran  angler,  having  only  commenced  his 
angling  career  (in  fresh  waters,  that  is  to  say) 
twenty-one  years  ago,  and  rarely  fishing  for  more 
than  one  himdred  days  in  each  year,  for  many  years 
was  accustomed  to  take  an  attendant  with  him. 
Some  seven  or  eight  years  ago  he  abandoned  this 
custom,  since  when  out  of  some  thousands  of  fish 
he  has  landed  he  has  only  been  helped  in  twenty-five 
or  thirty  cases,  and  these  not  the  largest  fish. 
Before  that  period  he  let  his  attendant  land  them, 
with  the  result  that  an  unpleasantly  large  number 
escaped.  This  was  not  because  the  attendant  was 
a  greater  imbecile  than  most  of  his  confraternity, 
but  because  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  land  another 
man's  fish  than  to  land  one  of  your  own.  Why? 
Simply  this,  you  may  be  over-zealous  or  ner%'Ous 
or  over-cautious.  You  do  not  know  quite  what 
your  fi-iend  intends  to  do,  while  in  your  own  case 
the  hand  which  guides  the  fish  and  the  hand  wliich 
holds  the  net  or  gaff'  work  in  accord  because  they 
both  receive  their  orders  direct  from  one  source— 
yoiur  brain. 

Until  an  angler  can  learn  to  be  independent  of 
help  the  pleasantest  chapters  of  angling  experiences 
are  a  sealed  book  to  him. 

Perhaps  this  is  written  more  from  a  fly  fisher's 
point  of  view  than  that  of  the  coarse  fisherman 
(Londoner  by  choice) — most  genial  and  hearty  of 
men  who  loves  to  make  a  picnic  and  jollification 
out  of  every  amusement  and  heartily  enjoys  him- 
self, as  he  indeed  weW  deserves  to  do. 

Fr.\xk  Ccshny. 


HOW  A  SXAKE  SHEDS  ITS  SKIN. 


Did  you  ever  see  a  snake  shed  its  skin  ?  It  is  a 
most  wonderful  provision  for  the  snake.  All  he  has 
to  do  when  summer  comes  is  to  drop  his  outside 
clothes,  and  behold  he  has  another  suit  of  brighter 
materials  beneath.  The  old  husk  is  dull  in  colour  and 
rough  in  appearance,  but  when  the  overcoat  and  overalls 
are  laid  aside  there  he  is  in  a  brand  new  dress-suit 
that  is  up  to  the  times  in  style  and  get-up,  and  his 
suits  always  fit  him  to  a  nicety.  Snakes  at  the  north 
generally  shed  their  skins  soon  after  coming  from 
their  winter's  nap,  and  in  April  or  May.  Several  kinds 
shed  twice  a  j'ear  to  my  knowledge.  At  the  south 
the  snakes  shed  three  or  four  times  I  am  informed. 
It  is  not  always  an  easy  imdertaking  for  a  snake  to 
get  rid  of  its  skin,  and  many  times  the  skin  corncs 
away  in  strips ;  and  I  have  seen  individuals  running 
about  with  half  their  clothes  off  and  half  on,  making 
them  look  like  a  tramp  of  ragged  appearance.  But  if 
the  conditions  are  all  right  the  serpent  gets  rid  of  its 
skin  very  quickly,  and  it  is  sometimes  accomplished 
in  less  than  a  minute.  The  skin  first  splits  at  tho 
nose,  and  the  animal  enlarges  the  opening  and  crawls 
out  rapidly  and  efiectively,  and  appears  in  the  new 
dress  of  brighter  colours.  Suakes' e3es  are  fixed  and 
immovable,  and  the  skia  or  slouch  comes  off  over  the 
eye  as  it  does  from  the  rest  of  the  body.  The  skin  is 
some  time  in  loosening  up  before  it  is  finally  shed, 
and  it  is  a  fact  that  at  this  time  the  creature  is  often 
near  blind  for  a  few  days.  I  have  caught  snakes  that 
did  not  know  of  mv  approach  because  of  their  being 
blind.— Morris  GiBcs,  M.D.,  in  Forest  <  :  ' 
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OUli  CHKISTMAS  NUMBEK. 


SOME  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

Daily  News — 

"  The  FishiiKy  Gazette  comes  forth  this  week  in 
the  form  of  a  Christmas  number ;  aud  why  uot '?  it 
may  be  asked.  Angling  may  be  imagined  by  the 
iminitiated  to  be  at  a  standstill  in  such  bleak  and 
frosty  days  as  we  have  had  of  late,  but  our  con- 
temporary's pages  convey  a  very  different  impression. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  his  contributors  find,  at  all 
events,  much  to  say  about  angling,  and  the  illus- 
trators are  not  less  fortunate  in  the  matter  of  topics 
of  interest." 


Pall  Mall  Gazette— 

"  The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette  is 
excellent.  Among  the  many  interesting  articles 
there  is  one  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  on  the  American 
style  of  casting  from  the  reel  compared  with  styles 
used  in  this  country." 


Morning  Post — 

"  An  excellent  special  number  of  the  Fisliing 
Gazette  contains  a  variety  of  articles  by  well-known 
angling  authorities,  accounts  of  good  sport  enjoj'ed 
in  various  waters,  and  advice  as  to  casting,  baits,  and 
other  subjects  dear  to  the  hearts  of  fishermen.  The 
number  is  copiously  illustrated." 


Daily  Mail— 

"  The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  read  with  exceptional  interest  by  anglers. 
'  Waiting  for  the  Verdict,'  is  the  title  of  a  plate 
which  depicts  a  group  of  anglers  lost  in  admiration 
of  a  particularly  fine  'plke.  There  is  much  season- 
able spicing  of  a  piscatorial  nature  from  cover  to 
cover,  and  altogether  the  number  is  one  which  not 
only  the  angler  but  the  ordinary  mortal  will 
appreciate." 


Daily  Express — • 

"The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette 
is  a  capital  issue.  It  is  well  illustrated,  contains 
some  good  stories,  and  is  crammed  full  of  seasonable 
reading  which  anglers  are  sure  to  api^rcciate.  The 
editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  is  to  bo  congratulated 
upon  what  is  really  a  very  praiseworthy  effort." 


Mr.  J.  O.  George,  of  Beche-road,  Cambridge,  writes 
inter  alia:  "Your  Christmas  special  this  season  is 
con.sidered  here  to  be  excellent,  the  pictures  are  very 
good,  especially  'Waiting  for  the  Verdict.'  A  local 
artist  thinks  the  expression  on  the  anglers'  faces  most 
life-like." 

Mr.  W^illiam  Hewlett,  of  Newmarket,  in  a  long  and 
kind  letter,  writes  :  "  Your  Christmas  number  must 
delight  every  disciple  of  gentle  Izaak  Walton  ...  It 
]^  no  wonder  that  abroad  as  well  as  at  home  the 
Fishing  Gazette  has  its  many  thousands  of  admirers." 

IMany  other  papers,  London  and  Provincial,  have 
had  notices  equally  appreciative,  and  scores  of  sub 
scribers  have  penned  complimentary  notes. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornuig. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  for  Kew. 

4U   ,,     „  Putney.  iHH)''5   ,,     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■^""jgO  „  „  Twickenham 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  |85   ,,     „  Teddingtou. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
aud  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridqb. 

Morning.  Eveninc. 

Saturday,  .(an.  4    o.l.'i    !).,'j2 

Sunday,  ,,  5    10.30    :i.  4 

Monday,  ,,  6    11.35   _ 

Tuesday,          „  7    0.  5   „   0.32 

Wednesday,     .,  s    0..56    1.1 

Thursday,  „  0    1.38    i.^a 

Friday,  ,,  10    2.16    2.33 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames— Genekal  Remaeks.— Owing  to  the  rain 
and  snow  broth  sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
was  unfortunately  spoilt.  The  river  was  very  much 
coloured  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  verv  few  fish  were 
caught.  Even  the  upper  reaches  suffered  through 
snow  broth,  though  the  colour  of  Ihe  water  was 
not  bad.  On  Thursday  (Dec.  2G)  there  was  a  very  fast 
stream  running,  all  the  paddles  being  up  at 
the    weirs,    and    this    had    been    the    order  of 


things  since  Dec.  29,  so  that  the  fish  are  now  being 
driven  in  to  the  banks  in  search  of  food.  There  is 
consequently  a  very  fair  chance  of  bank  anglers 
getting  sport  now.  The  small  red  worm  should  be 
used  in  preference  to  the  brandling,  and  the  tackle 
should  float  close  to  the  bank.  I  am  afraid  that  the  water 
will  not  tone  down  much  for  a  few  days,  but  the  flush  the 
river  has  had  should  heljj  to  get  sport  to  the  end 
of  the  season.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
roach  competition  on  Dec.  29  and  30  was  won 
by  ]Mr.  A.  J.  Emms,  who  caught  his  fish  at 
Kingston.  I  managed  to  get  the  second  prize  with 
a  fish  from  Datchet,  being  beaten  by  2oz.  Mr.  F. 
Littlewood,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Restocking 
Society,  is  anxious  to  relinquish  the  post  owing  to  the 
K.P.S.  work  occui>ying  so  much  of  his  time,  conse- 
quently he  is  calling  a  special  meeting  for  Wednesday 
week  (Jan.  15),  and  he  would  be  glad  to  hoar  from 
anyone  who  would  like  to  imdertake  the  work  of  the 
T.R.A.  He  thinks  that  as  the  association  is  not 
supported  as  well' as  it  deserves  to  be,  that  those  who 
have  done  much  work  gratuitously  for  some  years 
would  agree  with  his  views  that  the  work  should 
be  stopped,  so  that  the  restocking  of  the  Thames 
would  practically  be  abandoned  except  for  the  work 
of  local  associations. — F.  H.  Amfhlett. 

Thames  (Streatley).  —  Water  is  now  high  and 
thick  ;  if  no  more  rain  comes  will  do  for  roach  fishing 
about  Monday. — H.  J.  Gardneu. 

Eottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  Variable 
weather  has  becu  the  experieuco  on  this  river  all 
through  the  holiday  week  ;  we  have  had  a  touch  of 
the  "four  seasons."  The  dulness  of  the  week 
before  has  been  maintained,  but  at  tunc  of  writing 
(Jan.  1)  a  change  in  the  weather  has  come,  quite 
spring-like,  but  the  water  is  dirty  after  the  frosts. 
Roach  angling  is  quiet,  although  anglers  have  worked 
hard  to  get  decent  bags,  only  bait  size  obtainable  ;  but 
with  settled  weather,  with  a  good  flush  of  water  which 
is  coming  down,  prospects  will  improve.  Those  who 
have  tried  for  pike  have  only  had  them  midday  two 
and  three  to  a  rod.  Live  baits  on  the  spot,  but  it  is 
well  to  bespeak  for  them,  there  being  only  one  cast-net 
on  this  portion  of  the  river,  and  the  owner  is  very  par- 
ticular who  he  lets  have  them,  they  being  in  great 
demand,  but  the  river  is  getting  in  order  for  artificial 
spinning  baits,  which  is  good  here. — Johk  0.  Geokgb, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  river  is  full 
just  now,  and  there  has  been  a  capital  spate  down  the 
river.  Rain  has  fallen  at  frequent  intervals,  and  on 
some  days  it  has  been  particularly  heavy.  Some 
devastation  has  been  done  of  late  among  the  small 
fish,  particularly  trout,  by  shag,  and  the  Angling 
Association  have  offered  a  reward  of  fid.  per  head 
for  all  such  brought  to  Mr.  H.  T.  Distiu,  fishing 
tackle  'manufacturer  of  High-street,  Totnes.  This 
should  have  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  number 
of  birds  on  the  river.  They  have  come,  it  is 
believed,  from  Slapton,  aud  just  now  there  seems  to 
be  a  large  number  about.  Several  have  been  shot  in 
neighbourhood  of  the  Weir  Pool.  There  is  a  good 
number  of  spawning  salmon  about,  and  the  reports 
from  the  keepers  are  very  favourable,  aud  a  satisfactory 
season  may  be  anticipated. — Devonian. 

Eastern  Counties  Rivers.— The  snow  has  all  gone 
and  we  are  having  lots  of  rain.  The  Yare  is  in  fair 
order,  but  the  Gipping  is  thick.  The  Blackwater, 
Colne,  and  Chelmer  are  running  bank  high  and  thick 
as  clay  pits.  Angling  will  bo  useless  until  the  water 
fines  down,  which  will  take  some  time  even  if  the  rain 
ceases. — N.  H.  E. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  is  still  in 
flood  and  overflowing  its  banks;  as  a  consequence 
fishing  is  at  a  standstill.  The  prospects  arc  not 
favourable  for  the  next  few  days.  In  the  canal  a  few 
pike  )vere  caught  on  Dec.  27  and  28,  but  none  of  very 
large  size.  The  weather  is  very  wet  and  close.  The 
catches  were  made  near  the  limekilns  and  at  Topsham 
Bridge. — Red  Paljier. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 
Contrary  to  all  expectation  the  hard  weather  moved  off 
for  the  week  end.  Those  who  went  down  to  Spalding  and 
other  Fen  stations  deemed  themselves  lucky.  From 
Saturday  onward  angling  was  possible  on  most  of  the 
drains.  Roach  waters  were  tried  with  more  or  less 
success,  but  perch  fishing  and  trolling  for  pike  were  the 
leading  attractions.  The  pike  captured  at  different 
places  run  on  the  small  size.  The  best  fish  were 
scarcely  51b.  each.  I  hear  that  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  Forty-foot  the  ice  was  being  broken  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  week,  and  after  the  frost  had  gone  several 
good  hauls  were  made.  Several  perch  captured  with 
worm  reached  nearly  lib.  each. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Floods  are  again 
out  about  the  lowlands  of  the  Idle  and  Ryton.  The 
frost  moved  away  nicely  for  Christmas  angling,  and 
but  for  the  difficulties  of  approaching  the  river  at 
places  anglers  would  have  been  satisfied ;  as  it 
happened,  however,  only  very  few  were  out  on  the 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  Some  were  fortunate  in  getting 
roach,  and  others  brought  to  bank  a  decent  pike.  A 
few  chub  were  also  spoken  of  between  Retford  and 
ICaton  Hardmorc— L. 


Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Thanks  to  recent  rains  this 
river  is  now  in  grand  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week,  several  scaling  upwards  of  IJlb.  They  were 
caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandy ;  gentles  and 
red  worms  were  the  most  successful  baits.  Should  the 
weather  continue  mild,  creed  wheat  would  be  found  a 
useful  lure.  The  weeds  that  are  generally  such  a 
nuisance  in  this  river  have  nearly  all  disappeared  and 
cause  little  annoyance  now. — Kingfisher. 

Lea. — Few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  holi- 
days, and  no  sport  worth  reporting  is  recorded.  The 
changeable  and  stormy  weather  has  been  all  against 
the  success  of  the  coarse  fisherman.  Snow,  sleet,  and 
heavy  rain  has  fallen,  and  at  times  angling  has  been 
at  a  standstill.  The  river  is  thick,  but  fining.  It  has 
been  flushed  with  flood  water,  and  eventually 
excellent  sport  with  roach  ought  to  be  the  order. 
New  water  was  badly  wanted  in  the  river 
and  its  tributaries,  and  the  best  time  for  Lea  roaching 
is  now  coming  along,  as  regards  winter  operations  with 
the  long  pole.  Pike,  perch,  and  chub  ought  also  to 
reward  anglers  when  weather  and  water  favour.  Roach 
have  been  principally  taken  during  the  x)ast  week. 
Anglers  should  try  bread  crust  for  roach  in  streamy 
swims,  and  remember  that  the  Lea  speedily  fines  down 
after  a  push  of  water.  Last  year  was  not  a  good  one 
for  sport  in  this  river,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  auglcrs 
will  be  better  rewarded  in  1902. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  pike  fishing,  Mr.  S.  Rolph,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Bam,  and  Mr.  Ward,  from  Clapton,  on  Jan.  1 
caught  531b.  weight  of  pike,  the  prettiest  lot  that  has 
been  caught  for  years.  There  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport.  Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  on 
application  from  S.  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — 
A.  RoLi'H. 

Lugg  and  Arro-w  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams,  which  have  been  running  very  low  for  some 
months,  are  now  rising  very  rapidly,  and  are  bank- 
full  and  out  over  the  fields  in  some  places  owing  to 
the  sudden  break  in  the  weather  after  Christmas  and 
the  continued  falls  of  rain  since  ;  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  fishing  being  done  for  some  time,  until 
the  weather  gets  more  settled  and  the  snow  water  has 
run  off. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Heavy  rains  have  dissolved  the  snow  on  the  hills  and 
caused  these  rivers  to  become  flooded  with  snow- 
broth  ;  they  are  now  running  more  than  bank  high, 
covering  many  hundreds  of  acres  with  water,  and  still 
rising  this  (Wednesday)  evening.  There  can  be  no 
fishing  for  the  next  week  or  more;  glass  low  and 
sinking;  wind  S.W.,  strong  and  squally. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborough).— A  splendid  golden  king 
carp  weighing  91b.  14oz.  and  23in.  long  has  been 
caught  in  the  river  near  Castle  Ashby,  close  to  North- 
ampton, by  Mr.  Owen  Partridge  of  Northampton. 
About  nine  years  ago  syme  250  golden  king  carp  were 
placed  in  the  river  near  Billing,  but  not  many  have 
been  caught,  and  no  doubt  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
taken  since  that  time.  Some  fine  pike  have  been 
captured  in  the  Dundle  district,  the  largest  weighing 
141b.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  water  here  has 
been  livened  up  nicely,  a  good  flush  having  passed  and 
left  the  colour  just  what  we  wanted,  with  the  result 
that  jack  have  fed  well.  Mr.  Theak  and  friend  took 
some  good  fish;  Mr.  Mence  had  four,  largest  fi^lb. ; 
some  Cambridge  gentlemen  had  seven,  largest  91b.,  so 
we  must  not  grumble  at  the  return  for  the  Christmas 
holiday  season,  as  I  don't  think  there  has  been  one 
blank.  Paternostering  has  fetched  most,  and  they  have 
fed  on  roach  more  than  dace  lately  here. — A.  Scard. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  all  kinds  of  sport,  especially  roaching.  Fishing 
at  Hemingford  on  Dec.  27  a  nice  pike  was  landed, 
141b.  80Z.,  and  at  Iver  Cote  on  Deo.  28  Mr.  R.  Smith, 
a  London  member,  landed  one  nice  pike,  91b.  14oz., 
and  one  of  51b  ;  on  Dec.  28  two  nice  pike  of  121b.  and 
81b.  respectively  were  landed  at  Hemingford,  Six-Gate 
Pit.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  our  annual  coursing 
meeting  held  on  Dec.  27  for  the  benefit  of  our  County 
Hospital  resulted  in  my  being  able  to  send  a  cheque 
for  £21 ;  four  years  ago  we  started  aud  got  £6  6s. ; 
second  year,  £10 ;  last  year,  £16  lis.  6d. ;  and  this 
year,  £21.— Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech).— On  Sunday  afternoon  (Deo.  29)  rain  com- 
menced to  fall  in  earnest  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
has  continued  at  intervals  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
(Jan.  1).  The  large  amount  of  snow  which  had  pre- 
viously fallen,  especially  amongst  the  Welsh  moun- 
tains, is  now  rapidly  disappearing,  and  in  consequence 
all  these  rivers  are  now  much  flooded,  indeed 
such  a  flood  as  occurred  in  the  Tanat  on  Tuesday 
last  has  seldom  happened.  It  is  now  rapidly 
receding,  but  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  are  still 
rising,  and  with  such  a  very  large  quantity  of  snow 
yet  to  be  dissolved  it  is  much  feared  that  great  destruc- 
tion of  property  will  occur  before  the  rivers  resume 
their  usual  level.  Of  course  at  present  angling  is 
altogether  out  of  the  question. — Vyknwy. 
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StoTir  (Bures,  SnflFolb).— Both  water  and  weather 
have  been  very  uusettled  during  the  holidays,  and 
sport  has  been  in  consequence  very  uncertain.  On 
Dec.  20  and  21  Mr.  J.  Hatton,  of  Cambridge-road, 
Mile  End,  and  friend  had  between  them  4.51b.  of  roach, 
several  going  upwards  of  lib  each.  The  water  has  not 
since  been  in  good  condition,  and  although  several 
decent  fish  have  been  captured  the  bags  have  been 
remarkably  small.  The  river  is  now  running  bank 
high  and  very  thick,  with  rain  still  falling  ;  it  must 
be  several  days  bef  3rd  the  water  is  again  in  good  colour 
for  angling. — W.  T.  Baisbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
Christmas  holidays,  as  far  as  angling  is  concerned,  has 
been  a  delusion.  With  water  discoloured  and  in  many 
parts  unfishable,  on  Christmas  day  many  piscators 
foimd  more  comfort  in  the  wayside  hostelries  than  by 
the  river  banks.  Rivers  are  now  running  bank  high 
and  imfishsble,  with  every  prospect  of  being  over  the 
banks  ere  this  is  in  print.  Before  the  rise  a 
few  roach  were  taken  at  Barcombe  Mills  with 
worm.  A  flood  has  long  been  wished  to  clear 
the  water,  and  a  week's  fine  weather  will  find 
water  in  better  condition  than  for  some  time 
past.  A  few  anglers  have  patronised  Chichester  Canal. 
The  water  here  is  in  good  colour  and  has  yielded  a 
few  pike  up  to  41b.  and  small  perch.  A  nice  fish  of 
about  121b.  is  to  be  seen  feeding  below  Hunston,  but 
has  so  far  been  too  wary  to  take  the  numerous  offers, 
although  following  the  bait  to  the  water's  edge. 
During  the  mild  weather,  bream  up  to  lib.  6oz.  have 
been  captured  with  paste. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order 
for  of  any  sort  fishing.  On  Christmas  day  the  water  was 
getting  in  fair  order,  but  a  sudden  change  from 
fi-ost  to  heavy  rain  melted  the  snow  on  the  hills, 
which  was  fourteen  inches  to  four  feet  deep  in 
some  places,  and  soon  there  was  a  good  volurne 
of  water  rushing  down  from  the  hills ;  rain 
has  been  had  nearly  every  night  since  and  the 
rivers  rose  on  Tuesday  three  feet,  but  lowered  dm-ing 
the  day ;  at  night  heavy  rain  came,  and  it  rose 
quite  four  or  five  feet  and  is  now  out  over  the  fields. 
Fishing  is  impossible,  and  will  be  until  the  water 
goes  down,  which  will  not  be  for  some  days,  and  the 
prospect  of  fishing  is  as  bad  as  it  can  be.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured,  bank- 
full,  and  in  flood.— S.  LuDtow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 

high  and  muddy  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing, 
owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  had  this  week  which 
has  melted  the  snow  on  the  hills,  and  the  water 
has  come  down  the  small  stream  ;  fishing  is  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  be  until  the  water  has  run  oS, 
which  will  not  be  for  some  days  ;  there  is  still  rain 
falling  every  night,  and  we  shall  have  a  big  flood. — 

WORCESTEE. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

The  Witham  waters  had  not  quite  so  many  patrons 
from  the  Midlands  as  usual,  but  anglers  turned  up 
from  Lincoln  in  force  about  Bardney  and  towards 
Southney.  Some  of  these  did  well  with  worm, 
particularly 'after  the  break  up  of  the  frost.  Roach 
were  lured'  with  brandling  worms,  particularly 
where  they  were  chopped    fine  for  ground  bait. 


At  drain  ends  or  where  rivers  join  the  parent 
stream  several  good  perch  were  brought  to 
hand.  This  was  particularly  the  case  on 
on  the  old  Barlings  Eau,  and  also  at  the  end  of  the 
Sleaford  Canal.  Some  of  the  best  sport  is  said  to 
have  been  got  between  Bardney  and  Stixwold. 
Visitors  to  Boston  were  favoured  for  the  week  end,  for 
drains  which  had  been  sealed  were  again  opened.  A 
capital  take  was  obtained  at  the  Cowbndge  end  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  drain,  fish  running  up  to  IJlb.  each. 
Several  pike  were  also  captured  on  this  drain,  the  best 
reaching  over  41b.  It  is  believed  that  some  capital 
captures  were  made  on  these  drains  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.— Luci.  _  ,  ^ 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c  (Yorks).— Last  Saturday's  break  up  of  the  frost, 
followed  by  snow,  sleet,  and  rain,  effectually  dispelled 
previously  existing  hopes  of  some  improvement  m  the 
wretchedly  bad  sport  anglers  without  almost  a  single 
exception  had  to  be  content  with  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidavs,  but,  alas !  the  snow  which  laid 
thick  and  deep  on  the  Yoredale,  Swaledale,  Wharfe- 
dale  Nidderdale,  and  other  hills  rapidly  melted  with 
the  rise  in  the  temperature,  and  under  the  influence 
of  strong  south-westerly  winds  found  its  way 
into  our  rivers  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  As  a 
natural  consequence  they  are  all  in  "  spate,"  or  flood, 
more  particularly  the  Ouse.  Consequently  the  holiday 
"  roachmen  "  have  had  a  sorry  time  of  it,  and  have  been 
fairly  flooded  out.  On  Friday  (Dec.  27)  a  young  bottled- 
nosed  whale,  measuring  about  fifteen  feet  in  length 
and  weighing  a  ton,  was  captured  at  Reedness.  On 
Boxin<T°Day  seventaen  members  of  the  Hearts  of 
Oak  Club,  Duffield,  competed  for  eleven  prizes  at 
Barmston  Drain,  with  the  following  result:— 
1,  H.  Verity,  51b.  G^z.:  2,  W.  W.  Young,  41b.  2^02  ; 
3  C  W  Wood,  31b.  10|3z. ;  4,  G.  W.  Stockton,  31b. 
3ioz  •  5  P.  Waites,  21b.  15^oz. ;  0,  A.  Waites,  jun., 
2lb  iooz  •  7,  H.  Edmonds,  21o.  9ioz. ;  8,  T.  W.  Waites, 
21b  73oz  •  9  Fred  Waites,  21b.  Voz. ;  10,  T.  Reaston, 
2lb'  eioz'  ■  11,  W.  G.  Stockton,  21b.  2Joz.  ;  J.  Brown, 
91b'  liQz  •  C.  Brown,  21b.  Ofoz. ;  F.  Rowley, 
lib  14ioz  •'  F.  Lamplugh,  lib.  13oz. ;  A.  Waites,  sen., 
lib  lioz  •  A.  Hillaby,  13oz.  The  Yore  is  rapidly 
subsiding  to-day  (Wednesday),  but  is  full  o£  "snow 
broth"  for  all  that,  and  all  I  could  get  this 
afternoon  was  half-a-dozen  nice  pike  baits  m  the 
shape  of  dace.  I  walked  three  miles  with  them  after 
captm-e,  but  they  were  "  all  alive  and  kicking  in  the 
basket,"  as  the  fishmonger  says,  on  landing  home.  I 
saw  a  couple  of  anglers,  but  they  did  next  to 
nothing,  and  as  it  is  again  raining  this  evening 
prospects  are  far  from  good  at  present.— J.  E.Millbe, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— With  the  advent  of  the 
new  year  comes  renewed  interest  in  angling  matters, 
and  in  a  short  time  now  the  season  will  gradually  get 
into  full  swing  as  the  opening  dates  approach.  The 
Tav  Loch  Tav,  and  Teith  open  on  Jan.  16,  but  a  few 
northern  streams  open  on  the  12th,  and  some  others 
on  the  15th  and  16th.  Sport,  however,  need  not  be 
looked  for  in  these  parts  unless  the  weather  moderates 
oonsiderablv.  Meantime,  the  streams  are  very  low  on 
account  of '  the  long  series  of  prevailing  frosts.  The 
Donside  proprietors,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Earl  of  Kintore,  are  highly  gratided  at  the  decision  in 
their  favour  against  the  Messrs.  Pirie,  Waterton  paper 
works  and  are  to  defend  th^  case  to  the  House  of 
Lords'  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay,  ex-]M.P.  for  Forfarshire 
has  purchased  the  fine  sporting  estate  of  Glenbucket 
Donside.  The  death  of  Captain  Biu-nett  Ramsay,  of 
the  Rifle  Brigade,  at  the  front,  removes  a  young 
Deeside  laird  and  the  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  properties  and  a  keen  sportsman  as  well  as  a 
brave  soldier.  A  new  bridge  is  to  be  erected  at 
Aberlour  over  the  Spey. — G.  M. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— At  the  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  comparatively  mild.  Trout  spawning  is 
finished  in  all  the  local  rivers.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
the  promising  stock  of  trout  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
Lagan  has  been  poached  out  almost.  There  seems  to 
be  no  hope  for  this  river— once  a  fine  salmon  stream 
in  the  long  ago.— J.  A.  B.  r,  ,  j 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— Salmon  a,nd 
trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Bush  on  Feb.  1.  Spawnmg 
operations  were  concluded  some  time  ago,  but  there 
is  plenty  of  kelt  fish  in  the  pools.— J.  A.  B. 


Thk  "  Hanof  ate  Spinner "  is  without  a  doubt  the  best 
artificial  spinner  for  pike  on  the  market,  and  reports  are  con- 
tinually comins;  in  of  its  successe.^.  Kills  on  all  waters,  sample 
Is  9d  post  free.  long  Pike  Spinning  Traces,  fitted  with  anli 
kinkinf  leads,  Is.  each.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spuinniL 
rtit-hts,  with  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead.  Is.  each  ;  with 
loSg  trace  and  Geeu  s  leads,  Is.  6d.  each.  "  Handy  '  pike  aaa: 
and  strong  disgorger.  Is.  6d.  Jardiue  or  Bickerdyke  Pike 
Paternosters— Gimp,  Is.;  salmon  gut.  Is.  6d.  each.— J.  i-. 
MILIER  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers  Depot,  \d,  ^ew 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds. ' 


Cork  Rivers.— Spawning  has  gone  on  under  very 

favoural)le  conditions  and  may  now  be  considered  as 
ractically  at  an  end  in  the  majority  of  the  Cork 
ivers. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  last  salmon  arc  on 
the  redds  of  the  Blackwatcr  and  the  Ballindorry. 
In  both  rivers  the  closing  runs  of  fish  did  not  realise 
the  expectations  caused  by  the  earlier  ones  in 
October.  This  seems  to  have  beem  the  rule  all  over 
the  Lough  Neagh  tributaries.  The  lower  reaches  of 
both — the  long  dead  stretches  entering  on  Loch 
Neagh— are  full  of  kelt  fish,  and  of  course  the  usual 
poaching  is  in  full  swing.  Pike  are  increasing 
alarmingly  in  the  Ballinderry.  — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  are  still  in  a 
very  flooded  state.  Spawning  is  now  practically  at  an 
end,  and  has  been  a  vcrv  successful  one  all  round. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough    Currane   (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Spring  .salmon  are  coming  up.  The  Weir  fishery  on 
the  river  opened  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  1,  but  I  have  not, 
heard  with  what  results  up  to  time  of  writing. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Athlone).— The  Shannon  is  heavily 
flooded  after  the  rain,  amd  hundreds  of  acres  are  inun- 
dated. This  means  more  poaching  and  stranded 
salmon  and  trout.  The  Shannon  opens  on  Feb.  1. — 
A.  B.  • 

Sligo.— On  New  Year's  Day  angling  opened  on  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  Sligo,  or  Garvogue.  This  is  the 
earliest  river  in  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's. — Good  sport  is  being  had  whenever 
the  weather  permits  of  fishing.  The  fish  chiefly  had 
were  whiting,  only  a  few  of  the  other  fish  usually 
taken  here  at  this  time  being  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  has  been  wild,  wet,  and 
cold  for  the  most  part,  and  sea  angling  was  practically 
suspended  for  the  past  fortnight  or  so.  At  time  of 
writing,  however,  the  weather  has  improved,  but  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  anglers  being  out.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry);— On  favourable  days  good 
sport  has  been  had  at  whiting.  The  fish  were  of  an 
unusually  large  size.  I  weighed  one  which  turned 
the  scale  at  41b.  Pollack  are  giving  a  little  sport 
occasionally.    Weather  now  very  favourable.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  great  feature  of  the  past 
week's  fi^hing  was  the  large  number  of  juveniles  of 
both  sexes  who  participated  in  the  sport.  Though  the 
weather  was  unusually  wet  and  stormy  the  general 
results  were  satisfactory,  a  great  feature  of  the  sport 
bein"  the  number  of  large  dabs  taken.  Mr.  R.  Richard- 
son'l'catch  on  Saturday,  Dec.  28,  included  a  small  cod  of 
4ilb  and  fair  bags  of  whiting  were  common.  Anglers 
on  Dec  29  included  Messrs.  Church,  Minchin,  Chap- 
man A.  Waddington,  J.  D.  Waddington,  Black,  Grimer, 
Maitland,  Christopherson,  W.  Burgess,  A.  Burgess 
Cameron,  and  Newcombe,  together  with  Master  and 
Miss  Steele-Perkins  and  Master  Herbert  Waddington, 
and  nearly  everyone  did  well,  the  juveniles  qmtc 
holding  their  own  against  their  elders.  The  general 
ruu  of  the  whiting  was  good,  the  best  fish  being 
one  of  21b.,  which  fell  to  Mr.  A.  Waddington's 
rod.  Additions  on  Monday  (Dec.  30)  comprised 
Messrs.  Falkner,  Collier,  Mansfield,  Harding,  Lavell, 
C  Martin,  Wraith,  and  Lciih.  The  fish  bit  well  on 
this  day,  especially  close  in  shore,  but  the  general  run 
of  them  were  much  smaller  thau  on  the  preceding  day. 
Master  Steele-Perkins  included  a  fine  dab  of  lib.  in 
his  day's  catch.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Dec.  31  were  Dr. 
Walters,  Miss  Chapman,  Mr.  aud:Master  Spicer,  Master 
Bussel,  and  Masters  D.  and  E.  Tombling.  Wniting 
were  freely  in  evidence  upon  th'd  draw  and  slack  of 
the  flood  tide,  the  best  whiting  of  the  day,  scali  ng 
lib  2oz  falling  to  Miss  Steele-Perkins.  Several 
ardent  anglers  spent  the  night  upon  the  pier  to 
welcome  in  the  new  year,  and  some  of  them  foiind 
satisfaction  in  fair  catches,  the  heaviest  fish,  a  codling 
of  31b.,  being  taken  by  3ilr.  Bushnell.  But  few  rods 
were  in  evidence  on  NVednesday  and  fish  proved  very 
scarce,  pouting  of  small  size  constituting  tne  majority 
of  the  catches.  Six  juveniles  totalled  a  do/.en  dabs 
between  them  on  the  ebb  tide,  and  in  the  afternoou 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philp,  Mr.  and  :Mrs.  Burrard,  Mr.  Glen, 
Mr.  Waddell,  and  the  six  youngsters  each  took  a  few 
whiting.— J.  RicuARDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle.— Sport  is  now  being  had  at  various  fish  at 
and  around  this  station,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  at  any  point.  On  many  days  fishing  was  im- 
possible owing  to  gales,  but  at  present  the  weather  is 
favourable  euough  though  cold.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth.— Fishermen  have  had  rather  a  rough 
time  of  it  for  the  last  fortnight,  and  the  main  supplv 
of  fish  has  been  herrings  from  the  drift  bouts  and 
best  fish  from  steam  trawler.  The  smaller  uoats  and 
amateurs  have  not  been  doing  much,  and  tlie  weather 
has  not  been  suitable  for  pit  r  fishing.  lu  the  month 
of  January  whiting  are  at  their  best  and  in  prime 
condition,  and  very  plentiful  around  our  coasts  ;  we 
"et  our  principal  supply,  however,  from  the  trawlers, 
but  those  fish  that  are  caught  b>  the  hookers  fetch 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

THE  F15HINQ  GAZETTE 


IN   FUTURE  WILL  GIVE 


ARTICLES   ON  ANGLING 

IN  PLACE  OF  CLUB  REPORTS. 


At  the  request  of  many  of  our  Readers,  including  Club  Anglers,  we  have 
decided  in  future  not  to  give  WEEKLY  reports  of  Angling  Club  Meetings,  as 
they  make  such  a  demand  on  our  space  that  they  prevent  our  giving  as 
many  articles  on  Fish  and  Fishing  as  we  should  like  to  give. 

Reports  of  River  Preservation  and  other  Associations  wili  appear  from  time  to  time,  as  weil  as 

of  important  meetings  of  Societies. 

V  CLUB   SECRETARIES   ARE    REQUESTED   TO    KINDLY   NOTE   THIS  ALTERATION. 


much  better  prices  because  they  are  not  knocked  about 
so  much  as  those  that  are  caught  in  the  trawls.  This 
is  a  good  month  for  handlines  for  these  fish.  In  the 
deep  water  ling  are  also  caught  in  this  and  next 
month  ;  they  spawn  in  March  and  April.  If  the 
weather  comes  in  fine  the  pier  anglers  will  be  busy,  as 
fish  always  take  well  after  a  storm.  The  list  of  edible 
fish  for  this  month  include  smelt  (atherine),  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  mackerel,  Dory,  skate,  sharp-nosed 
ray,  Homelyn  ray,  sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod, 
whiting,  haddock,  pouting,  coalfish,  and  all  shell- 
fish.— William  Heakdek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsg'ate. — Southerly  and  south-westerly  gales, 
coupled  with  thick  water,  have  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing all  fishing  up  to  now.  Very  few  boats  have  been 
out,  with  poor  results.  The  rods  that  have  tried  the 
piers  have  fared  equally  as  bad.  Intending  anglers 
should  remember  that  Grove  Ferry  is  easily  accessible 
from  here,  where  an  enjoyable  day  with  the  roach  or 
jack  may  be  had  when  sea  fishing  is  impossible. — 

GkeY  ISIULLET. 

WeymoTith. — The  weather  has  been  very  boisterous 
of  late,  strong  winds  and  heavy  seas,  so  that  fishing  in 
the  bay  has  been  limited ;  westerly  and  N.W.  winds. 
In  the  harbour  a  great  many  bass  have  been  taken. 
Fishing  from  the  landing-stage  has  been  especially 
good.  I  myself  took  over  271b.  of  bass  on  Dec.  31, 
and  a  gentleman  close  to  me  took  a  similar  quantity. 
The  prospects  of  better  weather  are  not  good  at  present. 
It  has  rained  for  several  days  past  and  looks  like 
continuing. — Sea  Bream. 


IReports  from  Clubs, 


Angleks'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Goldon-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will]  meet  on  Monday  next, 
Jan.  G,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodkupp. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (No.  2  Dis- 
trict).— I  wish  the  Convivial  Angling  Society  would 
kindly  announce  date  of  their  visit,  and  oblige — Ben 
Abbahams. 

Angleks'  Benevolent  Society.— On  Dec.  27  the 
committee  met  as  usual,  and  four  grants  were  made, 
amounting  to  £19.  In  consequence  of  the  late  hour 
it  was  decided  to  have  a  special  meeting  to  discuss  the 
business  left  over  from  the  previous  meeting,  when  I 
hope  all  concerned  will  attend. — S.  Malby. 

Admikal  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove,  W.— A  match  takes  place  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  12, 
roving,  from  O.W.E.  Bridge  to  Sirby  Hall,  two  rods, 


all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules.  Any  member 
not  going  by  first  train  must  report  himself  to  a  brother 
member  before  starting  to  fish. — 0.  M.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate,  W. — 
Mr.  Eedle  weighed  in  from  the  Stort,  dace  and  roach, 
largest  dace  8^oz.  Idrm. ;  W.  Marchant,  jack  and 
roach  from  Thames  ;  Ben  Abrahams,  seven  roach  from 
Thames. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Battebsea  Fbiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — We  fish  a  match  at 
Wraysbury  on  Jan.  5,  from  Bell  Weir  to  Albert  Bridge. 
Train,  8.30  from  Clapham  Junction;  return  by  six 
o'clock  train. — A.  Dejongb. 

Bermondsey  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Mr.  Croft  weighed  in 
roach  and  dace  on  Dec.  29.  "  Spider  "  weighed  in 
dace.  We  fish  our  January  series  of  prizes  on  the 
12th,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting 
on  the  8th. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bloomsbuby  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Dec.  29 
Mr.  J.  Drew  and  Mr.  G.  Davis  weighed  in  roach.  All 
members  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  our  old  friend 
Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett  is  now  on  his  way  home  from  South 
Africa,  and  will  soon  be  amongst  us  again  with  some 
thrilling  stories  of  his  numerous  adventures.  Wednes- 
day next,  Jan.  8,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  On  Jan.  1,  Mr.  F. 
W.  Stocker  weighed  in  roach. — T.  Patbrnosteb. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Dec.  29  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  Cecil,  roach,  161b.  2Joz.  ;  Mr.  Moore, 
roach,  131b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  Brophy,  roach,  91b.  lljoz., 
which  included  one  specimen  fish  of  lib.  lOfoz.  Our 
next  outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  26,  at  Pangbourne ; 
usual  conditions. — H.  Moore. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree  Hotel,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— 
On  Tuesday  last  we  received  a  prize  from  Mr.  A. 
Robertson,  for  the  largest  roach  taken  during  January 
(Dagenham  barred),  and  another  prize  from  Mr.  W. 
Cole.  All  the  Christmas  prizes  were  taken.  Messrs. 
Parmenter  and  Watkins,  jun.,  weighed  fish  last  week 
end. — H.  Lane. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Dec.  31,  the  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  quarter.  A  Bohemian  concert 
will  take  place  on  Jan.  27,  in  aid'of  the  A.  B.  S.  On 
Dec.  22,  Messrs.  J.  Baines  and  G.  Webb  weighed  in, 
and  on  Dec.  29,  Messrs.  L.  Stephenson  and  E.  Argent. 
During  the  month  of  January  there  is  a  prize  for  the 
heaviest  jack  taken  from  the  Forty  Guinea  water. — E. 
H.  Abgent. 


Clapham  Strollees'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — There  was  a  good 
show  of  fish  on  the  boards  on  Dec. .  29,  Mr.  H. 
Gisbourue  having  a  mixed  bag  of  151b.,  and  Mr. 
Lindsay  a  nice  show  of  roach.  January  outing  on 
Jan.  5,  to  Windsor.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Train,  8.25, 
Clapham  Junction. — F.  Bishop. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  Anglinq  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  The  prize-winners 
in  the  December  monthly  outing  were  :  Mr.  Sorge  first, 
Mr.  Ball  second  The  Christmas  outing  winners  wore  : 
Mr.  Sorge,  first,  Mr.  Ball,  second,  Mr.  J.  Jarrett,  third, 
Mr.  E.  Elsey,  fourtli ;  the  other  prizes  were  won  by 
Mr.  A.  Elsey,  H.  Stump,  G.  Emberson,  W.  H.  Stafford, 
W.  J.  Stump,  J.  Booth,  F.  Beames,  and  W.  Poole. 
The  special  prize  outing  from  Pjoxing  day  to  Saturday 
resulted  in  Mr.  Ball  first,  Mr.  Gooding  second.— P.  P. 
Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W.— Our  Christmas  prize 
outing  resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  J.  T.  White,  1st ; 
R.  S.  Christmas,  2nd ;  A.  Benham,  3rd  ;  and  C.  White, 
4th.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  Central  List  on  Jan.  7. — 
J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C— On  Dec.  29,  Mr.  P.  Elliott  took 
3rd  prize  lei^  over  from  Christmas  outing.  There  arc 
still  several  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— W.  M. 

Cbown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— Our  adjourned 
special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Jan.  8,  when  I  hope 
all  members  will  attend,  as  it  is  very  important.  Roll 
will  be  called  at  9.30  sharp.— J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Dec.  22,  Messrs.  A. 
Wild  and  T.  Swain  were  the  only  ones  to  weigh  in. 
On  Dec.  23  our  half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place,  the  recipients  being :— Messrs.  A.  E.  Lloj'd,  sen., 
two  ;  A.  Wild,  two ;  F.  Davison,  two  ;  F.  Wild,  two  ; 
R.  Mack,  R.  Parram,  H.  Sampson,  A.  Lloyd,  A.  E. 
Morgan,  and  F.  Baldwin  one  each.  The  Christmas 
prizes  were  also  handed  over  to  the  respective  winners  : 
Messrs.  H.  Sampson,  F.  Wild,  A.  Wild,  E.  Wild,  F. 
Baldwin,  R.  Perrham,  F.  Wood,  A.  Lloyd,  R.  Mack, 
A.  E.  Lloyd,  sen.,  A.  E.  Lloyd,  jun.,  and  F.  Davison. 
On  Dec.  29,  Messrs.  A.  Wild  and  T.  Swain  had  roach  and 
perch ;  on  Dec.  26,  Mr.  Swain  had  roach.— S.  Malp.y. 

Duke  of  Norb'Olk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.— At  our  Christmas 
outing  the  following  members  took  prizes:  Messrs. 
Severns,  Millett,  Abbott,  G.  Jenkins,  Tucker,  Barns, 
and  Bradshaw.  On  Boxing  Day,  Mr.  Millett  took  a 
nice  jack  at  Trereton,' weighing  121b.  loz.,and  Mr.  Barns 
roach,  weighing  21b.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Tony  IMillett  had  a 
nice  show  of  dace. — W.  Jenkins. 
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East  Dulwich  Anglebs,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Mr.  J.  Bannister 
and  a  friend  paid  a  visit  to  Cookham,  in  private  water, 
Dec.  23  and  24,  and  brought  home  a  show  of  jack  and 
chub,  weighing  47ilb. ;  largest  jack,  IS^lb.,  largest 
chub,  4Jlb. — E.  Dyball. 

FoBEST  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— The  result  of  our  Christmas  competition 
was  as  follows :  1st,  H.  Creekc  (roach,  chub,  and 
bream);  2nd,  J.  Head  (roach);  3rd,  B.  Sargent  (roach). 
— B.  W.  S. 

Golden  Babbed  Anglikg  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street.  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  Dec. 
22,  Mr.  Crow  and  Mr.  Verity  weighed  in  roach  and 
jack.  On  Dec.  26,  Mr.  Ellins  weighed  in  jack,  one  fish 
121b.  QJoz.,  chub  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Fowler,  roach.  On 
Dec.  29,  Mr.  King  had  jack  and  roach ;  Mr.  Verity, 
jack  and  roach.  On  Dec.  31,  Mr.  A.  Crow  had  some 
nice  roach.  Tuesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night. — 
A.  W.  Ellixs. 

Haelesden  Angling  Soceett,  the  Crown  Hotel, 
High-street,  Harlesden.— Since  last  report  very  few 
fish  have  been  weighed  in.  Mr.  Holmes  on  Dec.  27 
had  a  splendid  show  of  roach,  several  going  over  lib., 
largest  lib.  lljoz.  It  is  desirable  that  members  turn 
up  on  meeting  nights  early  and  as  often  as  possible. — 
E.  S.  C. 

Heabts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— We  shall  have  a 
special  meeting  on  Jan.  8,  which,  I  am  afraid,  will  be 
the  last.  I  again  ask  members  to  clear  theinselves 
for  Nov.  27.  All  members  having  fish  in  cases  in  the 
club  are  requested  to  attend  ;  if  not  the  cases  will  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  to  be  sold  off.  Any 
debts  owing  to  any  clubs  please  send  in  at  once.— 
W.  Ching. 

Islington  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Burwash,  Herbert, 
Brookman,  and  Eeeve.  We  have  a  roving  match  at 
Bourne  End  on  Jan.  19.  There  are  about  fifty  clubs  who 
have  not  returned  money  or  unsold  tickets  for  Mrs. 
Benny's  benefit,  which  the  committee  are  anxious  to 
get  in  so  as  to  settle  up  by  Jan.  21.  Will  secretaries 
return  as  soon  as  possible  all  unsold  tickets. — J.  H. 
Heebeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick  -  street.  Hackney-road,  N.E. — 
lilessrs.  J.  K.  Charters  and  R.  Hill  were  the  winners 
of  the  two  special  prizes  competed  for  on  Dec.  29. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Lee's  prize  will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  5  at 
Shiplake,  and  on  Jan.  8  Mr.  A.  Caley's  prize  will  be 
competed  for  at  the  same  place.  On  Jan.  12  the 
members  will  compete  for  three  "specials,"  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred),  and  on  this  day  Mr.  R. 
Hill's  prize  will  be  competed  for.  There  are  also  two 
"  specials"  to  be  competed  for  on  Jan.  15,  any  waters, 
and  on  this  day  Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  will  again  be  com- 
peted for.  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters  weighed  in  roach  on 
Jan.  1.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglees'  Society,  Cambridge. — Monday  last 
week  this  society  fished  a  roving  match  at  Bottisham 
Locks  for  several  money  prizes.  Some  forty  members 
entered,  but  only  ten  anglers  were  fortunate  enough 
to  weigh  in ;  these  received  £3  7s.  in  all.  The  total 
weight  of  the  ten  rods  was  59oz. — John  0.  Geoege. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Dec.  29  the  following  had  fish  : 
Mr.  Symes,  61b.  6^oz.,  roach;  W.  Watling,  C.  Hawkins, 
J.  Cook,  W.  Farr,  C.  Biggs,  and  W.  Clark  also  having 
roach.  Our  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  will  take 
place  on  Monday  (Jan.  13).  Clubs  will  receive  posted 
notice. — W.  Watling. 

Nobth-East  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Dec.  29 
only  two  of  our  members  weighed  in  fish,  but  they  had 
a  very  nice  show :  Mr.  E.  Lamb,  roach  (largest 
lib.  4^oz.),  and  Mr.  J.  Bennett,  chub.  I  shall  take  it 
as  a  favour  if  the  various  clubs  that  took  books  for 
ISIr.  W.  Davis's  benefit  will  kindly  forward  us  the 
result,  as  we  want  to  bring  the  benefit  to  a  close ;  by 
doing  so  they  will  greatly  oblige  the  members  of  the 
above  society. — G.  Tayloe. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  Dec.  23  Mr. 
Coomber  weighed  in  dace,  heaviest  9|oz. ;  on  Dec.  26 
Mr.  Hayes  roach ;  on  Dec.  29  Mr.  Boorman  dace, 
Mr.  Bannister  roach  and  five  jack.  There  is  still  one 
prize  left  over  to  be  fished  for. — H.  Steetch. 

Oglandee  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Dec.  22,  Messrs. 
T.  Coates,  G.  Cartwright,  W.  E.  Nayler,  and  G.  Bye, 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  from  the  Thames.  On 
Dec.  27  and  29  twenty-two  out  of  the  twenty-six 
Christmas  prizes  were  taken,  in  the  following  order : 
Messrs.  W.  Cartwright,  S.  Thatcher,  A.  Williams, 
H.  W.  Morgan,  G.  Cartwright,  W.  Moyler,  T.  Moyler, 
H.  Griffin,  Corporal  Dowten,  A.  Harling,  A.  Hatfield, 
G.  Bye,  C.  Dold,  P.  D.  Smithers,  G.  Burnham,  H. 
Gasson,  A.  Sentence,  B.  Lomer,  D.  Wybrow,  G.  Cart- 
vrright,  W.  Cartwright.  Delegates  for  visit  and 
Central  were  appointed.  The  four  lapsed  prizes  have 
been  attached  to  January  outing  to  be  fished  roving 


bank,  and  two  rods  on  Jan.  12.  Distribution  (and 
concert  in  aid  of  T.A.P.S.)  on  Thursday,  Jan.  16,  at 
8.30.  One  new  member,  Mr.  F.  Etherington. — 
W.  S.  C. 

Oeiginal  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.— We 
fish  for  the  five  prizes  on  Jan.  5.  at  Broxbourne  ;  details 
at  club  house.  Mr.  B.  Marler  has  been  proposed  a 
working  member.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 
District  takes  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  13.  The  chair  will 
occupied  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  (Good  Intent  A.S.),  faced 
by  Mr.  C.  Lamb  (North-East  Bros.).  Meeting  to 
arrange  supper  nest  Wednesday. — Geobge. 

Pabk  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— On  Dec.  29  Mr.  R.  Carter  saved  a  blank 
with  roach.  Next  Tuesday,  Jan.  7,  being  quarterly 
night,  all  members  must  attend  or  be  fined,  according 
to  rules.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  we 
have  several  items  of  importance  to  settle,  including 
our  next  roving  match.  Two  new  members  were 
elected  this  week. — H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Our  match  at  Marlow  was  not 
a  success  ;  the  three  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  at 
Bourne  End  on  Jan.  12,  same  conditions,  boundary  set 
on  morning-  INIembers  are  urgently  requested  to 
attend  special  general  meeting  next  week,  important 
business. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— The  distribution  of  prizes  for 
the  Christmas  outing  took  place  on  Christmas  Eve. 
Mr.  Payne  weighed  in  during  the  holidays.  Mr.  Price 
weighed  in  lljlb.  of  roach  on  Dec.  29.  A  compli- 
mentary concert  will  be  given  to  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  a 
member  of  the  club,  on  Jan.  21,  when  I  hope  his 
friends  will  give  every  support.— F.  Cook. 

Silvee  Teoct  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Dec.  26,  Mr. 
Fletcher  weighed  in  show  of  roach ;  also  on  Dec.  29 
roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Woollon,  roach  and  dace  on 
Dec.  31.  On  Dec.  31,  Mr.  Duckworth  a  grand  show 
of  roach— 131b. ;  three  largest,  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  2oz., 
lib.  2Joz.,  also  twelve  dace— 31b.  Soz. ;  largest,  7Joz. — 
R.  Smith. 

Southend  Amateue  Angling  Society.— Our  first 
competition  was  held  on  the  pier  on  Boxing  Day,  but 
sport  was  poor  ;  sixteen  members  entered.  Prizes 
were  awarded  as  follows  :  1st  prize,  Mr.  Bartim  ;  2nd 
prize,  Mr.  Howard,  who  also  took  a  special  for  the 
largest  fish  ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  H.  Buck  ;  and  2nd  special 
Mr.  Kettle,  with  a  nice  dab. 

South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  List  ■i\iLll  be  paid  to  the 
Xew  Grange  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Head,  Fendall 
S«treet,  Grange  Road,  on  Jan.  7,  and  I  trust  they  will 
h*ve  a  good  bumping  visit  and  house  warming. — 
A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney,  E.— Several  members  were  out  on 
Dec.  29  and  made  some  good  catches  of  roach,  but 
failed  to  get  home  in  time  to  weigh  in,  making  our 
first  blank  this  season.  On  Jan.  3  we  elect  our 
auditors  and  chairman. — W.  B.  T. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  an  outing  at 
^epperton  on  Jan.  5.  Members  can  take  down_  live 
bait  and  fish  anywhere  they  please,  bar  the  weir  or 
private  fisheries.— J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

Stock^vbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.  —  As  anti- 
cipated last  week,  the  rumour  proved  true,  the 
holidays  furnishing  good  sport  among  the  old  hands. 
Messrs.  Ansty,  a  mixed  bag  of  261b.  ;  H.  Pain,  sen., 
roach  and  dace;  P.  Barnes,  chub;  W.  Eyke,  jack; 
A.  Jenkins,  roach;  leaving  very  little  room  on  the 
tray  for  my  catch  of  one  roach.  Next  match,  Jan.  2G ; 
other  particulars  at  a  later  meeting.  Business  will 
commence  at  8.30  sharp  next  week,  as  the  Cosy  and 
Grange  visits  must  be  attended.  Those  members  who 
were  not  in  attendance  last  week  please  note. — A. P. 

Steateoed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Dec.  29 
the  following  weighed  in  : — Messrs.  G.  Hobbs,  Grands, 
and  Payne.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

United  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed  in :  Messrs.  S. 
Drage,  bream  and  roach;  J.  Paj-ne,  H.  Fordham, 
W.  Drage,  J.  Wood,  J.  Cockertou,  H.  Sandford,  R 
Cleminson,  roach  and  dace.  On  Dec.  29  Mr.  A 
Slatter  and  Mr.  Maidstone  weighed  in  four  pike, 
weighing  over  301b.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on 
the  Lea,  Rve  House,  on  Jan.  12.— F.  Beak. 

VicTOBiA  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  Dec.  26, 
we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames  by  J . 
Soothull  and  S.  Austin,  over  281b.  of  fish  weighed  in. 
On  Dec.  18  we  had  a  nice  concert,  and  the  following 
members  tcok  prizes:  INIessrs.  J.Austin,  J.  Soothill, 
H.  Clarke,  S.  W.  Harvey,  A.  W.  Harvey,  A.  Lindsey. 
On  Jan.  8  we  have  our  meeting  night,  when  I  hope  to 
see  our  books  clear. — P.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Gbeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Our  Christmas  outing 


took  place  at  Hampton  on  Dec.  22,  when  the  following 
were  prize  winners :  Messrs.  Glass,  Coombe,  W.  Powe, 
Kerry,  G.  Powe,  Batch.  On  Jan.  12  unsuccessful 
competitors  will  bo  able  to  fish  for  the  lapsed  prizes 
from  the  Christmas  outing.  Successful  ones  will  bo 
able  to  enter  the  sweepstakes  at  Hampton,  same  con- 
ditions as  last.  Our  January  outing  takes  place  on 
the  20th  for  seven  prizes.  Will  members  kindly 
attend  on  Dec.  8  to  arrange  for  same. — W.  L.  Kkuuy. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — As  the  December 
prizes  have  not  yet  been  taken,  the  same  may  be  fished 
for  on  Jan.  5  at  Richmond,  between  Petersham 
Meadows  and  Twickenham  Ferry.  Train  leaves 
Vauxhall  at  8.1.5,  to  cease  fishing  at  4.30,  and  show 
fish  at  the  Pigeon  Hotel  at  o  o'clock.  .\ny  member 
not  travelling  by  the  above  train  must  report  himself 
to  any  one  member  present,  otherwise  he  will  be  dis- 
qualified on  weighing  in.  As  we  have  had  some  very 
poor  attendances  at  our  recent  outings,  I  trust  that 
all  members  will  show  up  on  this  occasion. — 
J.  Vabney. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — The  following 
weighed  in:  Messrs.  Tower,  Marks,  Homer,  and 
Simmons.  Our  distribution  and  concert  on  Dec.  24 
proved  a  great  success,  and  I  beg  to  thank  all  thoso 
present  who  helped  to  make  it  such. — R.  Pethubst. 


Jingling  ^xxtuxes. 

January  5. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 
Sundial :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
January  6. 

Anglers'  Association :   Renting  and  Preservation 
meeting. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
January  7. 

Cosy :  Central  visit. 

Grange :  Visit. 
January  8. 

B.S.A.S. :  Resumed  weekly  meetings. 

Jan.  12. — Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
,,    12. — Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

12. — Phcenix  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
„    12. — United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

12. — Walham  Green  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
„    13. — Lincoln  :  Visit. 
,,    13. — Original  Alexander  :  Visit. 


GLASGOW  ANGLERS  OBJECT  TO 
DYNAMITE  AS  FISH  BAIT. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, held  on  Christmas  Eve,  in  the  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Dr.  James  F.  Gemmell  lectured  on  the  "  Deve- 
lopment of  Fishes  and  about  Monster  Trout."  After 
giving  a  short  account  of  fertilisation  in  fishes,  the 
lecturer  went  on  to  describe  the  development  of  a 
young  fish  from  the  egg  stage  until  hatching.  He 
then  explained  the  most  common  abnormalities  in  fish 
embryos,  the  types  known  as  cyclopean,  or  one-eyed 
fish,  and  the  "  double  monster  type."  The  lecture  was 
illustrated  by  a  number  of  specimens  of  fishes  in 
various  stages  of  development.  At  the  close  a  dis- 
cussion took  place  on  the  recent  opinion  given  by  one 
of  the  Court  of  Session  judges  "that  the  killing  of 
trout  by  means  of  explosives  was  not  struck  at  by  the 
Act."  The  prevailing  opinion  was  that  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  taking  steps  to  coimteract  the  statement, 
and  in  urging  the  necessity  of  adding  a  clause  to  the 
Close  Time  Bill,  amending  the  Trout  Acts  with  regard 
to  explosives. 

"  Afloat  on  En"ER  and  Sea." — A  well-loiown 
member  of  the  Langham  Artists'  Society  recently 
made  a  stay  down  the  Thames  among  the  ships  and 
river  craft.  i\Ir.  ]\Iaurice  Itandall  has  been  at  work 
in  "  The  Pool  "  and  in  the  reaches  of  the  river  from 
the  Tower  Bridge  down  to  Sea-reach.  The  multi- 
tude of  water  craft  that  do  business  in  the  Thames 
— the  big  liners,  the  timber  boats,  the  hay  and 
coal  barges — have  served  as  a  media  for  several  of 
his  pictures.  He  has  also  been  under  w  ay  along 
the  east  and  west  coasts,  noting  among  other  land 
marks  Beachy  Head.  To  make  pictures  in 
Cornwall  Mr.  Randall  often  watched  tlie  tide  ebb 
and  flow  and  the  seagulls  fish  in  shallow  waters,  or 
noted  down  the  effect  of  a  jxassing  steamer  or  a 
ship  under  way.  The  artist  has  also  caught  the 
wind  and  sea  in  some  of  their  varying  and  amiable 
tempers.  His  exhibition,  "Afloat  on  River  and 
Sea,"  will  be  on  \-iew  in  the  Woodburj-  Gallery. 
37,  New  Bond-street,  W.  Saturday,  Jan.  4,  is 
private  view  day. 
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Storms  and  Floods  !— The  accounts  from  the  Mid- 
lands and  other  parts  of  the  country  show  that 
disastrous  Hoods  have  been  experienced,  many  river 
valleys  being  converted  into  lakes.  The  damage  to 
property  has  been  enormous,  and  it  is  feared  the  stock 
of  fish  has  suffered  severely  in  many  districts.  For- 
tunately trout  for  re-stocking  are  nearly  alv?ays  to  be 
had. 


The  first  sad  note  of  the  new  year  !  May  it  be  long 
before  its  echo  reaches  me.  Mr.  Vincent  Cox,  a  well- 
known  angler  and  much  respected  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  went  to  his  rest  just  before  Christmas,  and,  I 
regret  to  say,  left  seven  motherless  orphans  totally 
unprovided  for.  Mr.  Cos,  as  an  angler,  an  artist,  and 
a  man,  had  many  friends,  and  a  strong  committee  of 
gentlemen  who  were  intimate  with  him  in  his  hours 
of  business  as  well  as  of  leisure  are  raising  a  fund  for 
the  bereaved  ones,  A  meeting  to  help  this  object  will 
shortly  be  held  at  Craven  Hotel,  Strand,  but  sub- 
scriptions may  be  sent  at  once  to  the  New  Century 
Trust,  Limited,  17,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.G.,  where  Mr. 
Cox  was  employed.  This  appeal,  I  feel  sure,  will  meet 
with  a  hearty  response,  for  clever  and  amiable  Vincent 
Cox  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 


Alas  1  since  I  penned  the  above  lines  I  have  heard 
of  the  death  of  Sir.  Sackville  Phelps,  of  Newlands, 
Machynlleth,  an  event  which  took  place  on  Christmas 
Eve.  Mr.  Sackville  Phelps  was  a  keen  sportsman 
and  a  sincere  lover  of  angling  :  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Dovey  Fishery  Club,  an  association 
which  has  done  much  to  preserve  and  improve  the 
salmon  fishing  of  its  locality.  His  valuable  services 
to  angling  were  recognised  by  a  massive  silver  centre- 
piece Olustrative  of  piscatorial  art.  An  antiquary,  a 
clever  painter,  a  good  citizen,  Mr.  Sackville  Phelps 
was  a  type  of  those  men  whose  departure  leaves  the 
angling  world  to  suffer  indeed  a  sense  of  loss. 


This  comes  from  "  Bonnie  Scotland  "  to  "  Dragnet," 
so  I  pass  it  on  : — 

"A  GciD  New  Year  to  ane  an'  a', 

And  mony  may  ye  see, 
And  durin'  a'  the  years  tae  come 
Happy  may  je  be." 


Writikg  from  IMalden,  Essex,  Mr.  F.  Keen  says 
that  angling  in  his  district  has  been  "  somewhat  flat 
recently."  Ooe  angler,  however,  captured  forty-eight 
pike,  from  Gib.  to  ll^lb.  He  hopes  to  report  better 
sport  very  shortly  with  roach  and  dace. 


The  following  goes  to  prove  the  absolute  unselfish- 
ness of  anglers  :  "  J.  J."  writes  :  "  I  am  leaving  this 
part  of  the  country  or  should  not  mention  the  place. 
If  any  of  your  readers  are  looking  out  for  a  fishing 
place  this  summer  I  should  advise  them  to  go  to 
Brechva,  near  Carmarthen.  During  June,  July,  and 
August  some  very  good  sewin  fishing  is  to  be  had  and 
perhaps  a  few  salmon.  There  is  a  comfortable  little 
inn  and  some  lodgings  to  be  had.  Have  fished  the 
place  for  the  last  thirteen  years  and  have  caught 
sewin  up  to  71b.  and  salmon  171b." 


Amusement  and  philanthropy  -are  an  admirable 
combination  which  do  not  often  walk  hand  in  hand. 
Thanks,  however,  to  Mr.  John  Lees,  the  genial  host 
of  the  Falcoln  Tavern  in  Fetter-lane,  this  desirable 
consummation  has  been  brought  about  in  the  case  of 
the  Bakers  and  the  Sweeps,  and  the  poor  of  Holloway 
reap  a  considerable  amount  of  benefit  from  it  at  this 
the  season  when  they  stand  most  sorely  in  need  of  a 
little  timely  assistance.  The  foundation  of  the  Bakers 
and  the  Sweeps  was  due  to  that  b('tc  noir  of  the  rabid 
teetotaler,  an  alliance  between  beer  and  bible,  and  it 
was  brought  about  in  this  way.  One  of  the  circulars 
issued  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hocking,  Vicar  of  All  Saints, 
Tufnell  Park,  asking  his  parishioners  for  subscriptions 
for  his  Christmas  doles,  some  nine  years  ago  happened 
to  come  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  liCes,  who  immediately 
consulted  his  friend  Mr.  Robert  Firbank,  and  the 
result  was  the  formation  of  the  Bakers  and  the  Sweeps 
and  the  inception  of  one  of  the  most  useful  charities 
in  the  metropolis. 

I  BELIEVE,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  that  the  two 
sides  take  their  distinctive  because  neither  of  the 
professions  they  represent  on  the  football  field  are 
represented  among  the  members.  Suffice  it  then  to 
say  that  the  gentlemen  who  pose  as  Bakers  and  Sweeps 
meet  on  each  Christmas  Day  at  the  Tufnell  Park 
ground,  which  is  generously  placed  at  their  disposal  by 
Mr.  Lees,  and  play  a  football  match,  the  proceeds  of 
which  are  handed  over,  free  of  all  expense,  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hocking,  who  is  thus  enabled  to  give  a  large 
amount  of  relief  to  the  poorer  residents  in  his  parish 
in  the  truest  spirit  of  (Christianity. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers  resume  their  usual  weekly 
meetings  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
on  Wednesday  evening  next,  Jan.  S,  at  eight  o'clock. 


The  famous  old  Bull  Hotel  at  Barton  Mills  had  a 
very  narrow  escape  from  being  burned  down  a  few 
days  since  owing  to  a  defective  flue.  A  good  deal  of 
damage  was  done  to  Queen  Anne's  bedroom,  and  Mrs. 
Caswell  also  lost  several  articles  of  apparel. 


Db.  Johnson  had  no  faith  in  the  man  who  could 
not  appreciate  a  good  dinner.  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  if  a 
man  has  no  respect  for  his  own  belly,  he  will  have 
little  respect  for  anything."  TroUope  tells  us  of  a 
certain  gallant  colonel  who  was  always  calm  and  im- 
passive in  the  midst  of  tumult,  danger,  and  death. 
"But  I  saw  him  dreadfully  excited  once,"  says 
Trollope.  "  We  were  all  assembled  to  dine  with  him, 
when  suddenly  he  rushed  into  our  midst,  his  coat  off, 
his  sleeves  turned  up  over  his  elbows,  horror  and 
despair  in  his  countenance.  '  Oh,  heaveii ! '  he  cried 
in  agony,  '  the  cook  has  cut  the  fins  off  the  turbot.' 
Had  he  lost  two  guns  and  a  regiment  he  would  never 
have  turned  a  hair." 


The  Year's  Farewell. 
It  comes,  through  the  wintry  night, 

A  deep  and  a  solemn  strain. 
Like  the  voice  of  the  distant  torrent's  might. 

Or  the  moan  of  the  sleepless  main ; 
But  wild  is  the  music  of  wind-woke  strings, 

In  its  far  and  fitful  swell. 
And  swift  as  the  passing  of  eagle  wings 

Is  the  dying  Year's  farewell. 

It  floats  o'er  the  faded  fields, 

Where  the  reaper's  joy  hath  been, 
With  the  song  of  praise  which  the  peasant  j'ields 

For  the  harvests  he  hath  seen ; 
But  the  song  grows  sad  on  the  battle-plain 

Of  the  Brahmin's  sun-lit  shore, 
For  it  tells  of  the  eyes  that  look  in  vain 

For  the  loved  that  come  no  more. 

It  sweeps  through  the  ancient  woods, 

Through  the  ruins  vast  and  dim. 
By  the  shadowy  paths  of  the  forest  floods, 

By  the  desert  fountain's  brim ; 
And  it  wakes  the  tones  which  the  wilderness 

Hath  long  in  her  silence  shrin'd, 
The  echoes  of  far  forgotten  days, 

That  have  left  no  trace  behind. 

It  rings  through  the  crowded  marts 

Of  the  old  world's  wealth  and  power. 
And  it  winds  its  way  to  their  weary  hearts 

In  the  hush  of  the  dreamy  hour ; 
To  the  young  it  speaks  of  their  future  springs. 

With  the  breezes  blythe  and  bland, 
But  it  tells  the  aged  of  better  things 

In  the  far  unfading  land. 

And  it  tells  of  the  deserts  cross'd, 

Of  the  fair  forsaken  ground. 
Of  the  pleasant  streams  which  the  heart  hath  lost. 

And  the  hidden  fountains  found  ; 
For  it  speaks  of  the  rock  before  us  cleft. 

When  its  shadow  darkly  fell. 
And  a  blessed  lesson  of  hope  is  left 

By  the  dying  Year's  farewell. 
j\.thenreum  Club,  Dec,  1842.      Frances  Brown. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes:  "I  was  much  amused 
with  the  humorous  lines  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
which  length  of  days  were  fervently  hoped  for,  in 
order  that  there  might  be  plenty  of  time  to  indulge 
in  fishing.  The  verses  reminded  me  of  an  old  angler, 
whose  record  Mr.  W.  J.  Matthews  will  find  it  hard  to 
beat.  When  I  was  in  Yorkshire  I  went  on  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  hills  behind  Bolton  to  visit  the  birthplace  of 
Henry  Jenkins.  Honest  Walton  tells  us  that  '  angling 
be  so  like  the  mathematics,  that  it  can  never  be  fully 
learned,' yet  few  experiments  in  the  gentle  art  can 
have  been  left  to  Henry  Jenkins,  who  patiently  plied 
the  rod  for  140  years  in  the  streams  beloved  in  recent 
years  by  Charles  Kingsley." 

I  AM  glad  of  this  letter  ;  it  so  thoroughly  confirms 
my  statement  of  last  week  that  angler's  live  "  for 
ever."  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  the  longevity  of 
the  old  angler  Henry  Jenkins.  In  16G7  he  appeared 
in  the  witness-box  at  York  and  swore  that  of  his  own 
knowledge  certain  tithes  had  been  paid  for  over  120 
years.  No  one  controverted  his  statement  and  no  one 
contradicted  him  when  he  told  the  Judge  he  could 
still  dub  a  hook  against  any  man  in  Yorkshire.  He 
went  as  a  boy  with  a  horseload  of  arrows  for  use  at 
Flodden,  and  over  a  hundred  years  after  gladly 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Abbot  of  Fountains  to 
eat  a  yard  of  roast  beef  and  drink  a  black-jack  of 
strong  ale  for  dinner.  See  what  angling  does  for  the 
constitution  I 


Mr.  William  Howlett,  in  the  Ihiry  Free.  Prcsa, 
relates  the  following  adventure  which  he  had  one 
night  when  jrild  goose  shooting  :  "  The  old  boatman, 
a  rare  good  stamp  of  the  British  seaman  (ho  could 
chew  and  smoke  as  much  tobacco  in  one  day  and 
drink  as  much  rum  as  would  suffice  half-a-dozen 
ordinary  seamen),  came  up  to  the  house  with  such 
a  glowing  accoimt  of  hundreds  of  geese  passing  over, 
and  that  I  must  have  his  big  brown  Bess,  a  gun  that 
more  resembled  a  cannon  than  anything  else.  In  the 
evening,  about  seven  o'clock,  up  came  old  Sam,  with 
his  gun  all  cleaned  and  loaded  ;  he  throughly  explained 
to  me  how  to  hold  it  and  when  to  pull — '  Hold  her 
hard  and  tight  on  your  shoulder,  Master  William,  and 
when  you  hear  my  whistle  let  go  into  the  flock  of 
geese  that  are  going  over.' 

"  So  I  did.  And  for  many  weeks  I  did  not  forgot 
that  shot ;  whether  I  did  not  hold  the  great  gun  firm 
enough  or  whether  Sam  had  overloaded  it  I  could 
not  say.  When  I  fired  straight  up  into  the  flock  the 
gun  banged  me  on  the  side  of  the  head,  knocked  me 
silly,  and  I  thought  my  ear  and  half  my  head  were 
gone,  and  I  was  rolling  about  on  the  ground  like  a 
'  walligig.'  Any  amount  of  feathers  came  down,  but 
not  a  goose  (only  myself).  After  an  hour  or  two  I 
managed  to  get  home,  and  went  to  bed.  I  was  bruised 
and  sore  for  a  month,  and  it  finished  my  wild  goose 
shooting  for  that  season  I  assure  you." 


I  HAVE  been  looking  through  some  old  books  of 
biography  lately,  and  have  come  across  many  little 
stories  which  show  that  the  great  ones  of  the  earth 
have  always  loved  good  sport — and  good  cooking.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  did  not,  it  is  true,  show  much 
appreciation  of  his  cook's  masterpieces,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence the  clu'J  really  doubted  whether  the  Duke 
was  a  great  man. 


"  Deep  draughts  of  wine  yield  joy  divine, 
Yet  far,  far  higher  bliss  is 
With  him  who  sips  from  dear  love's  lips 
The  red,  red  wine  of  kisses." 

But  wine  will  make  you  groan  and  ache 

Upon  the  grievous  morrow. 
And  heavier  bane  than  drunkard's  pain 

Is  jilted  lover's  sorrow. 

But  wine  divine,  I'll  not  resign. 
For  that  I'll  still  be  wishing, 

And  Jenny's  kiss  I  will  not  miss — 
Yes,  after  I've  done  fishing. 


"Just  one,"  he  pleaded.  "Only  one?"  she  asked 
coyly.  "Only  one,"  he  said.  "You'll  be  satisfied 
with  just  one  little  one?"  "Yes,"  he  answered, 
drawing  her  closer.  But  at  this  she  broke  away. 
"  la  that  case,"  she  said  coldly,  "  you  are  utterly 
lacking  in  the  modern  accumulative  spirit  that  brings 
prosperity,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  my  future  would  be 
safe  in  your  hands." 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  "  Anglers'  Record," 
which  is  the  "  official  medium  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Spciety  of  Anglers,"  is  to  hand.  It  con- 
tains twenty-four  pages  of  very  interesting  matter,  and 
is  profusely  illustrated,  as  well  as  being  well  printed. 
The  cost  is  twopence, and  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  F.  A.  Redding,  New  Wortley,  Leeds.  I  can  only 
just  mention  some  of  the  "  plums  " — "The  Story  of 
Calverley  Hall,"  "  The  Oilskin  Bag,"  "Happy  Memo- 
ries of  Nidd,"  "  A  Spectre, Fisherman,"  E"  The  Amicable 
Sod-sitters,"  "Old  Bob,"  "A  Masai  Raid,"  etc.,  con- 
tributed by  J.  E.  Miller,  F.  M.  Walbran,  W.  C.  Platts, 
M.  Mitchell,  and  other  well-known  writers. 


Nineteen — 0 — 2  !  Certainly  it  ought  to,  but  will  it 
be  an  anglers'  year  ?  "  I'm  not  a  goin'  to  tell,"  as 
Alec  Hurley  sings,  because  I  don't  know,  and  "never 
prophesy  unless  you  know  "  is  a  bit  of  advice  given  to 
me  personally  by  Josh  Billings,  which  I  have  fastened 
to  my  soul  with  chains  of  steel. 

I  will  go  the  length  of  saying  that  1902  can  hardly 
be  worse  than  1901  in  the  way  of  drought.  Is  it  non 
wonderful  that  a  little  mercury  going  up  a  glass  tube 
should  make  the  weather  so  hot  and  deprive  us  anglers 
of  water  to  fish  in  ?  Never,  or  hardly  ever,  was  the 
Thames  so  low  as  in  1901,  and  yet  it  was  a  year  wliich 
witnessed  an  earnest  attempt  to  make  our  noble  river 
the  habitat  of  salmon  I  Well,  I  can  only  hope  the 
experiment  wjU  prove  a  success.  "  Looking  Backwards  " 
may  be  all  right  for  visionaries  of  the  Bellamy  type.  I 
prefer  to  look  forward,  and  taking  a  squint  in  that 
direction  I  see  no  reason  to  turn  my  fishing  rods  into 
ploughshares  or  my  hooks  into  spears.  I'm  afraid 
that's  a  bit  mixed.  I  think  1902  luill  be  an  anglers' 
year,  and  the  wish  may  be  father  to  the  thought,  but 
there,  wishing,  hoping,  and  thinking  were  always 
characteristics  of  Dragnet. 
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pFovitieial  Angling  Kotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  J .  A- 
Dance  which  took  place  last  Saturday  week.  He 
was  senior  vice-president  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion, which  office  he  held  for  fifteen  years.    He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Association  committee, 
and  secretary  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society, 
which  chiefly  through  his  instrumentality  was  the 
largest  club  in  the  country.    He  was  much  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
the   officers  of  the  association  and  the  members 
of  his  society.   His  remains  were  interred  at  Hands- 
worth  on  Saturday  (Dec.  28)  ;  wreaths  were  sent  by 
the  two  associations  and  from  his  and  other  clubs. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children  to  mourn  his  loss. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  annual  ball  on 
Thursdav  and  Friday  (Dec.  26  and  27).    Upon  Both 
nights  their  large  room  was  crowded  to  excess,  so 
much  so  that  dancing  was  carried  on  under  difficulties. 
Several  vocalists  were  engaged  in  order  to  amuse  the 
older  portion  of  the  members.     The  affair  was  a  great 
success,  and  the  proceeds  will  be  handed  over  to  the 
club's  prize  fund.  The  St.  Stephen's  Society  have  had  a 
very  successful  year,  and  the  year  has  terminated  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  of  the  members.  Their 
private  water  has  been  secured  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
lionths.    Some  excellent  sport  has  been  had  by  the 
members  during  the  past  year,  the  Luddington  water 
heing  one  of  the  best  stretches  on  the  Avon  near  to 
our  city.    The  Traveller's  Rest,  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr.  Bert  Egerton,  has  also  had  a  splendid  year,  the 
members  having  had  some  good  catches  from  their 
bit  of  private  water  at  Bredon.    One  of  the  members 
of  the  society  caught  a  fine  carp  from  private 
water  near  to  the  latter  place  last  week  which  weighed 
near  upon  121b. ;  it  has  been  sent  to  be  set  up  and  will 
adorn  the  walls  of  their  club-room.  Mr.  D.  Wright  has 
been  elected  president  to  the  Spring  Hill  Society,  and 
Mr.  T.  Andrews  has  been  elected  secretary  to  the  Good 
Intent  Society.    We  have  had  some  very  changeable 
weather  during  the  holidays— we  have  had  snow,  hail, 
and  rain  in  large  quantities,  so  much  so  that  the  whole 
of  the  rivers  are  bank  full,  and  in  the  low  lying  districts 
the  water  is  out  over  the  fields.    A  general  meeting  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening  (Jan.  9)  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  working 
committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE; 

Although  nearly  all  the  minor  watercourses  were 
frozen  up  during  the  Christmas  holidays  sport  was 
never  seriously  interfered  with  on  the  main  streams, 
and  anglers  really  had  a  good  time.  The  Witham, 
which  had  previously  been  in  heavy  flood,  had  run 
down  considerably,  in  fact  the  water  had  been  lowered 
by  the  River  Commissioners  to  permit  of  free  naviga- 
tion. On  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  pike  fishermen 
were  out  in  strong  force,  and  although  sundry  fish 
were  captured  very  few  were  taken  weighing  over 
01b.  Roach  fishermen,  however,  did  extremely  well, 
especially  at  the  drain  ends,  and  by  the  employment 
of  dew  and  brandling  worms  bags  of  81b.  and  upwards 
were  secured.  Although  fringed  with  ice  during  the 
holidays  the  Forty-foot  was  negotiable,  and  both  pike 
and  roach  afforded  a  fair  amount  of  sport.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Tuesday  night)  the  frost  had  entirely 
disappeared,  and  the  weather  had  assumed  more 
spring-like  conditions.  The  change  was  not  calculated 
to  improve  the  outlook,  for  heavy  rain  had  again 
fallen  and  some  of  the  streams  were  in  a  partial  state 
of  flood. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  mild  and  favourable  for 
au^ling  operations  in  this  district  for  the  past  few  days, 
and  consequently  our  local  enthusiasts  have  been  out 
in  various  directions,  and  on  the  whole  sport  has 
been  fairly  good  both  on  the  Derwent,  Hull, 
and  other  streams.  On  Thursday  (Dec.  26)  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  of  Driffield,  fished 
a  match  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Barmston  Drain 
and  participated  in  some  splendid  sport  for  the 
time  of  year-.  The  first  prize-winner,  Mr.  H.  Verity, 
weighed  in  51b.  Of  oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Young.  4Ib.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
('.  Wood,  Bib.  lOfoz. ;  Mi-.  G.  W.  Stockton,  3ib.  SJoz.  ; 
jMr.  Frank  Waites,  21b.  ISfoz. ;  and  several  of  the  other 
competitors  had  considerdbly  over  21b.  of  fish  each  to 
weigh  in.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  very 
fair  order  for  angling,  and  booh  roach  and  pike  are  fur- 
nishing sport.  The  river  Ludd,  in  Lincolnshire,  is  also 
in  very  lair  trim,  especially  for  pike  fishing,  and  the 
river  Ancholme  should  pay  for  a  visit  below  Brigg  if 
the  present  mild  weather  continues  (Jan.  1).  The 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  just  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  and 
elected  executive  for  1902,  Mr.  John  Dickenson  being 
reinstated  into  the  presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in 
the  vice-chairs, by  Messrs.  J.  E.  Holmes  and  T.  Ruther- 


ford •  Mr  Wilfred  Cutting,  treasurer;  Mr.  C.  Gamwell, 
financial  secretary;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  general 
secretary.  The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Tigress 
Angling  Society  took  place  at  headquarters  on  Dec.  2.3, 
when  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Sherwood.  During  the  evening 
Mr  W  Daddy  was  presented  with  the  society's  gold 
medal  for  most  points  for  1901,  Mr.  A.  Wilkinson 
obtaining  a  medal  for  second  position;  Messrs.  F. 
Sunderland  and  H.  Carlton  were  also  recipients  of 
prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  number  of  otters  in  the  BoUin  has  been  further 
reduced,  the  keeper  on  this  river  accounting  for  their 
death  by  trapping.  The  news  from  Warrington  is  again 
not  plentiful.  The  officials  of  the  general  association  are 
very  busy  preparing  for  the  general  meeting  on  Jan.  9. 
An  important  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association  is  also  timed  to  take  place  early  in 
January,  if  not  on  Jan.  9  it  will  be  on  Jan.  10. 
Our  rivers  continue  to  fish  in  a  disappointing 
manner;  if  they  get  into  decent  order  for  a  few 
hours  it  is  certain  to  be  when  no  one  is  fishing. 
Mr.  Chorlton,  Bolton,  seems  to  be  particularly 
anxious  to  gain  information  as  to  the  habits,  etc., 
of  king  carp  ;  perhaps  some  reader  of  these  notes 
will  oblige.  In  the  meantime,  he  may  perhaps  with 
advantage  apply  to  the  local  association  in  that  town, 
who  appear  to  have  special  knowledge  of  all  things 
relating  to  the  sport,  seeing  that  they  manage  to 
run  one  of  the  best  associations  in  this  country. 
Not  much  has  been  heard  from  Staleybridge  and 
district  lately,  yet  it  is  common  knowledge  that  they 
are  doing  well.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Farn- 
worth  District  Association,  who  are  nothing  if  not 
practical  and  efficient.  From  Chorley  and  Widnes 
news  is  very  scarce. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bradford  Total  Abstinence 
Angling  Society  a  novel  item  was  discussed  and 
approved.  Mrs.  Wray  and  Mrs.  Casse  both  take  a  great 
interest  in  the  boys  who  belong  to  this  society,  and  are 
anxious  to  see  them  better  equipped  with  tackle. 
A  "  social  "  will  be  arranged  and  the  proceeds  devoted 
to  this  object.  On  Jan.  20  the  seniors  of  this  society 
will  indulge  in  a  smoker  at  headquarters.  Probably  the 
last  club  added  to  the  list  in  this  city  is  the  Smokers' 
Angling  Society,  with  headquarters  at  the  Kettledrum 
Inn,  Butler-street,  Oldham-road.  The  Levenshulme 
Anglers  are  to  have  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Sam  Boswell, 
on  Jan.  0,  on  "  Salt."  Mr.  John  Beavy,  jun.,  has  been 
elected  secretary  of  the  Old  House  at  Home  Angling 
Society,  vice  Mr.  Berry,  resigned.  Jan.  8  is  the  day 
fixed  for  their  dinner.  They  hope  to  have  a  private 
water  to  control  early  in  1902.  Two  city  rods  have 
been  out  since  the  severe  weather  set  in.  One  went 
to  Peakland,  and  caught  three  brace  of  fine  grayling. 
Fishing  in  another  portion  of  the  same  river,  the 
Derwent  rod  No.  2  secured  six-and-a-half  brace  of 
grayling. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  are  in  the  grip  of  a  big  flood,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  waters  were  rising  rapidly.  Considerable 
damage  is  certain  to  result,  and  in  the  Derwent  valley  it 
is  feared  that  some  persons  have  lost  their  lives  through 
the  influx.  Angling  is,  of  course,  of  the  passive  order, 
and,  granted  favourable  conditions,  some  days  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  the  bed  of  the  Trent  begins  to 
assume  its  normal  or  wonted  aspect.  During  the 
holidays  only  snatches  of  sport  were  possible.  At 
Kelham  on  Dec.  23,  Mr.  Chas.  Ridgard,  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  risked  the  weather  and  was  richly 
rewarded,  for  besides  running  and  landing  seven  pike 
of  351b.,  he  hooked  and  secured  a  very  fine  chub  of 
S^lb.  The  whole  fell  to  the  live  bait,  the  chub 
showing  a  rare  bit  of  fun.  On  Boxing  Day,  Mr.  W. 
Gregory,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  society  named,  took  at 
Shardlow  a  pike  of  about  71b.,  and  bottom  experts 
using  worm  creeled  a  few  roach  and  chub.  These 
latter  formed  the  chief  creels  of  members  of  the  City 
Waltonion  Society  who  journeyed  to  the  Rolleston  and 
Fiskerton  lengths.  Mr.  E.  Bayley  was  successful 
amongst  roach  at  Sawley,  and  many  small  roach  were 
got  by  the  professional  army  of  bait  catchers  on  the 
sandy  slopes  below  the  new  Trent  Bridge. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wo  have  had  a  groat  deal  of  rain  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week  ;  the  snow  that  was  lying  on  the 


ground  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Severn  is  dissolving 
and  coming  down  the  river  in  great  volume,  much  of 
the  adjoiuing  land  being  under  water,  and  there  is 
every  appearance  of  a  big  flood.  The  Teme  is  also  much 
swollen  and  discoloured,  and  is  pouring  an  immense 
quantity  of  water  into  the  Severn,  just  below  the  city, 
and  will  affect  the  lower  parts  of  the  river  very  much. 
Of  course  angling  is  all  off  for  the  present,  but  fairly 
good  sport  was  had  on  Christmas  Eve  and  two  following 
days,  and  some  nice  catches  of  grayling  were 
taken  with  the  maggot,  also  some  very  fine  dace, 
and  baskets  of  roach  running  from  41b.  to  lOJlb. 
were  taken  with  paste  and  the  small  red  worm. 
Chub  were  not  keen  on  any  bait,  but  pike 
were  running  well,  and  the  capture  of  some  ten 
fish  was  reported,  9Jlb.  being  the  heaviest.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association  will  take  place  at  the  Turk's  Head,  Lowes- 
more,  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  7).  Very  heavy  business  will 
come  before  the  meeting,  which  is  expected  to  be  a 
protracted  one. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  was  very  little  angling  on  the  part  of  local 
Waltonians  up  to  Dec.  28.  The  rivers  Ouse  and  Foss 
are  running  bank-full  through  the  Minster  city,  and 
further  afield  the  same  conditions  prevail.  Frosts  and 
thaws  have  alternated  for  the  past  fortnight,  and 
another  drawback  has  been  the  fog.  The  only  anglers 
who  are  likely  to  do  at  all  well  until  the  state  of  the 
rivers  improves  are  bottom  fishers.  As  the  close  time 
for  grayling  approaches,  attention  will  turn  to  trout 
fishing  prospects.  In  this  connection  the  absence  of 
serious  floods  is  a  matter  of  importance. 


.  ^ofc5  from  ii)c  ^orff). 

The  Donside  proprietors  are  elated  at  Lord 
Kyllachie's  sweeping  decision  in  their  favour.  They 
had  a  meeting  on  Friday  (Dec.  27)  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Earl  of  Kintore,  and  unanimously  resolved 
to  defend  his  lordship's  decision  both  in  the  Inner 
House  of  the  Court  of  Session  and  the  House  of  Lords. 


By  the  way,  in  the  article  dealing  with  the  decision 
in  the  Don  case  in  last  week's  issue,  "cubic  feet" 
should  be  read  into  it  in  place  of  "gallons." 

Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay,  ex-M.P.  for  Forfarshire,  has  just 
purchased  the  excellent  sporting  estate  of  Glenbucket, 
Donside.  The  estate  extends  to  some  13,000  acres 
with  a  lodge,  a  mile  of  the  Don,  and  some  seven  miles 
of  the  Bucket,  one  of  its  best  tributaries.  The 
shooting  is  excellent  and  the  agricultural  land  of  a 
superior  quality.  Mr.  Barclay  is  a  pushing  Aberdonian 
of  humble  origin,  and  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes. 


Dr.  Almond,  Edinburgh,  has  just  "  planted"  10,000 
young  salmon  fry  in  the  Oykell.  The  year  olds  were 
from  MacNicol's  Fish  Hatchery,  Inverness,  and  as  fine 
a  consignment  as  they  have  yet  sent  out.  Inspector 
Duncan,  of  the  Kyle  Board,  took  charge  of  the  young 
strangers  and  "planted"  them  in  favourable  corners 
of  the  Oykell  between  Inveroykell  and  Bemnore. 

The  estate  of  St.  Martin's,  Ross,  has  been  purchased 
from  Mr.  Lyon-Mackenzie  by  Mr.  Robt.  Mclntyrc, 
J. P.,  of  Newton,  Evanton.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  Cromarty  Firth. 

The  Hugh  Millar  Centenary  is  to  be  celebrated  at 
his  birthplace,  Cromarty,  during  the  coming  year. 
Pew  know  that  the  great  geologist  was  a  keen  angler 
in  his  day,  and  that  the  study  of  rocks  and  geological 
formations  was  combined  with  many  a  fishing  excursion 
in  the  primeval  highlands.  Uulike  Scot  his  oppor- 
tunities were  few  and  far  between  in  later  life. 

The  death  of  Major  Burnett  Ramsay,  of  the  Rifle 
Brigade,  at  the  front  has  cast  another  gloom  over  Dee- 
side  circles,  and  removes  another  young  laird  from  our 
midst.  He  was  only  thirty-nine,  and  although  a  keen 
soldier  was  as  keen  a  sportsman.  He  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  proprietors  on  Deeside 
and  Banchory  Lodge  commanded  one  of  the  finest 
mid-sections  on  the  Dee. 


HOLLOW .\Y  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sure  relief.  Ihe 
weak  aiul  enervated  suffer  severely  from  ueivoiis  atfertions  when 
stdrnis  i.r  electric  disturbances  agitate  the  atmosphere. 
Neuralgia,  gouty  i)angs,  and  Hying  pains,  very  distressing  to  a 
delicate  system,  may  be  readily  moved  by  rubbing  this  (Mntmenl 
on  tlie  atfected  part  xfter  it  has  been  fomented  witli  warm 
water  The  Pills,  taken  occasionally  in  the  doses  prescribed 
by  the  instructions,  keep  the  digestion  in  m-der,  excite  a  tree 
tiow  of  healthy  bile,  and  regenerate  the  impoverished  lilood  with 
richer  materials,  resulting  from  tbovoughly  assimilated  food. 
Mantmo-  which  the  strongest  must  inevitably  soon  sink  into 
feebleness,  and  the  delicate  find  it  difficult  to  maintain  existence. 
Hollowav  s  Ointment  and  Pills  are  infallible  remedies, 


A  white  stag  was  recently  shot  in  Krohless  forest 
which  has  now  been  identified  with  one  calved  in 
Cluny  forest  some  sixty  or  seventy  miles  distant. 

The  people  of  Aberlour,  Speyside,  are  in  great  glee  iit 
the  prospect  of  soon  having  a  suspension  bridge  across 
the  Spey  there.  The  late  Mr.  Fleeming,  banker,  left 
£500  for  the  purpose,  and  his  widow  has  now  most 
generously  added  the  other  moiety  of  £500  which  will 
complete  the  bridge. 

Captain  Guy,  senior  captain  of  the  Dundee  whaling 
fleet,  has  just  retired  after  thirty-five  years  spent  in 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  whaler's  calling.    The  old  salt 
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DON'T  COUGH  USE 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUCH. 


AXV  iKic  Toll  WII.I.  TF.LI.  vol'.  '  Ihore 
is  110  bottiw  CuuHh  Medicine.'  —  Onot^ivos 
rcitef .  if  J  ou  suiler  from  coujrh  try  tlieni 
Ijiit  once:  tiiey  li'iU  euro,  and  they  uiti 
vn'  injui'e  your  healtli;  an  increasing 
eale  of  over  HO  years  is  a  certain  test  ol 
llieir  value.    Hold  iii  ISjd.  tins. 


has  had  his  ups  and  downs  like  the  rest,  but  he  is  far 
from  the  belief  that  the  industry  is  declining.  So  are 
those  who  pocket  the  dividends. 


Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar's  two  sons  received 
.1  liearty  welcome  home  to  Drumnagesk,  Aboyne, 
1  )eesidc,  on  Christmas  day  from  the  war,  where  they 
hiive  been  employed  fighting  the  Boers  on  Spion  Kop 
and  other  places — now  historical  names.  As  anglers 
they  have  not  their  equals  on  the  Dee,  and  as  soon  as 
the  season  opens  they  will  give  a  good  account  of 
themselves  on  the  Dess,  Glentana,  and  the  other  beats 
always  open  to  their  rods. 


Mr.  T.  D.  Bathgate,  schoolmaster.  Yell,  Shetland, 
says  :  "  Salmon  are  not  generally  known  in  Shetland, 
but  I  caught  a  grilse  of  4^1b.  as  well  as  two  fish  about 
lib.  eacli,  which  latter,  I  am  convinced,  were  the 
'  missing  link  '  between  smolt  and  grilse.  The  grilse 
was  taken  in  a  burn,  one  of  the  larger  and  liest  in 
Shetland,  and  the  two  small  ones  were  caught  in  the 
sea.  The  stomachs  contained  the  same  kind  of 
feeding  as  the  sea-trout  which  I  caught  along  with 
them  and  opened  on  the  spot."      Special  Scotch. 


pation  of  most  members,  having  had  a  fireside  time 
of  it  since  the  last  meeting,  Mr.  Norman  claimed 
the  right  to  double  the  amount  due  from  each  defaulter 
for  this  occasion  only,  and  I  may  say  the  effect  proved 
amusing  and  lucrative,  for  Mr.  Gray's  capture  of 
chub,  Mr.  Woodruff's  roach,  and  Mr.  Marshall's  take 
of  whiting  at  Deal  were  the  only  successes  reported ; 
with  no  desire  to  enlarge  on  the  varying  and  unpropi- 
tious  nature  of  the  weather  for  flshiug,  some  fow 
Jriends  had  been  out  in  different  localities  but  met 
with  no  success.  One  gentleman  was  elected  to 
membership  by  the  society.  A  Bohemian  concert  has 
lieeu  announced  on  the  programme  for  -Jan.  14. 
It  is  now  considered  that  date  follows  too  close  upon 
the  New  Year  festivities,  and  it  is  decided  to  hold  the 
members'  concert  announced  for  Feb.  11  in  place  of 
it.  Members  are  therefore  asked  to  note  this  change, 
and  attend  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  14)  with  their  friends. 
The  usual  toasts,  Auld  Lang  Syne,  and  a  very  cordial 
vole  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  Walker. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


Dunn  and  G.  Westrup,  fishing  some  of  the  finest  private 
reaches  of  the  Avon,  found  the  roach  right  off  owing 
to  the  snow  water,  bat  managed  to  run  and  kill  a  con- 
siderable number  of  pike,  the  best,  taken  by  Mr. 
Westrup,  scaling  111b.  loz.,  but  the  roach  did  not 
reach  the  usual  Avon  standard,  none  going  "Vor 
lib.  60/,.  G.  W. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


On  ]\Ionday  evening  angling  experiences  were  few 
and  far  between.  The  snow  had  got  into  the  Colne  at 
Uxbridge,  and  as  a  result  fish  were  mucn  off  the  feed 
there,  though  the  water  was  of  a  nice  height.  INIessrs. 
Brown  and  Fletcher  had  jack  and  roach,  'i'he  members 
were  pleased  to  see  amongst  them  again  their  respected 
hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  had  recovered 
from  his  recent  sharp  attack  of  influenza.  He  handed 
in  to  the  chairman  two  books  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  library — one  a  collection  of  poems  kindly 
forwarded  by  the  president,  Mr.  K.  S.  Fennings,  and 
tlie  second  a  copy  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Holt's  work  on  "  Gray- 
ling Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams."  Notices  of 
several  alterations  in  rules  have  been  received  in 
anticipation  of  the  annual  meeting.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


On  Tuesday,  Dec.  31,  the  last  meeting  of  tlie  society 
ill  the  old  year  was  held,  and  following  the  custom 
now  of  many  years  standing,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norpian  was 
voted  to  the  chair.  With  so  favourite  and  genial  a 
member  in  that  position  it  was  a  natural  sequence 
that  all  was  convivial.  As  the  founder  of  the  system, 
adopted  with  so  much  approval,  of  fines  to  the  society's 
restocking  fund  against  those  members  having  no 
fishing  report  to  give,  and  with  perhaps  the  autici- 


Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  occupied  the  chair  at  our  New 
Year's  meeting.  It  was  decided  that  it  was  not  to  the 
interests  of  the  society  to  proceed  farther  in  the  nego- 
tiations for  the  new  water.  The  opportunity  for  sport 
afforded  by  the  long  Christmas  holiday  was  greatly 
marred  by  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather,  members 
having  experienced  all  sorts  of  samples  wherever  they 
went.  The  following  reports  were  submitted ; — Mr. 
G.  Berry,  from  a  Kennet  fishery,  sixteen  roach  weighing 
121b.  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  also  from  the  Kennet,  some  good 
class  roach,  the  best  weighing  lib.  'Joz.    Messrs.  H. 


Pkesebved  Baits.— Messrs.  B 
Eton,  send  us  samples  of  their 
spinning.    They  are  wonderfully 
out,  ten  in  a  box,  post  paid,  for 
fish  is  done  up  in  waterproof 
servative,  which  will  keep  them' 
ten  days— so  Messrs.   B.  say. 
gudgeon  or  dace  can  have  them 
way. 


ambridge  it  Co  ,  of 
preserved  sprats  for 
bright,  and  are  sent 
one  shilling.  Each 
paper  in  some  pre- 
good  for  a  week  or 
Those  who  want 
done  in  the  same 
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THE  UPPER  WARD  OF  LANARKSHIRE 
CLYDE  RIVER  ANGLING  PROTECTIVE 
ASSOCIATION, 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  association 
was  held  in  the  Bridge-street  Station  Hotel,  Glasgow, 
on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Dec.  G.  Mr.  Gordon,  ])resident 
of  the  Glasgow  and  District  United  Angling  Clubs,  was 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  and  representative 
gathering,  most  of  the  clubs  forming  tlie  association 
being  represented.  Much  interest  and  enthusiasm 
was  manifested  by  those  taking  part  in  the  meeting, 
and  much  important  business  was  transacted.  The 
annual  report  .was  distributed  among  those  present. 
This  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  Many  of  the  anglers  frequenting  the  Clyde 
and  its  tributaries  do  not  realise  the  obligations  that 
are  due  to  the  association  for  the  services  rendered  in 
their  interests.  Besides  having  stalled  long  stretches  of 
the  river  to  prevent  netting,  over  half  a  million  trout 
have  been  turned  into  the  Clyde  from  the  association's 
liatchery  during  the  last  eight  years,  with  the  result 
that  at  no  time  during  the  last  twenty  years  has  it 
fished  better  than  within  tlie  last  year  or  two.  Sir 
Wyndham  Anstruther,  Bart.,  of  Carmichael,  was 
elected  president  of  the  association,  Mr.  Gordon,  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  Glasgow,  convener  of 
committee,  and,Mr.  MacKendrick,  Abington,  secretary. 
Among  other  items  of  business  discussed  was  the 
"  Trout  Close  Time  Bill  for  Scotland."  It  was  resolved 
to  memorialise  the  members  of  Parliament  for  Scot- 
land, and  to  join  with  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  to  endeavour  to  get  the  bill  placed  on  the 
statute  book.  Expression  was  given  to  a  feeling  among 
the  members  that  owing  to  the  late  hour  of  the 
morning  at  which  trains  from  Glasgow  and  district 
arrive  at  any  of  the  stations  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Clyde,  and  the  very  early  hour  in  the  afternoon  at 
which  the  return  journey  must  be  made,  an  extremely 
short  day  is  the  result.  When  it  is  considered  that  on 
a  very  recent  Saturday  over  two  hundred  anglers 
travelled  to  those  stations  on  the  Clyde  they  are  surely 
entitled  to  some  consideration  from  the  railway 
company  interested,  and  it  is  not  asking  too  much  to 
request  that  some  of  the  later  trains  running  on  the 
Clyde  Valley  should  stop,  both  in  winter  and  summer, 
at  those  stations  most  frequented  by  anglers  returning 
to  Glasgow.  The  question  of  special  fares  for  anglers 
was  also  brought  forward  and  discussed.  The  secretary 
read  a  letter  from  Col.  Scott  offering  to  stake  another 
six  miles  of  the  river.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
the  Colonel  for  his  kind  offer.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  next  annual  meeting  in  Edinburgh. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS  DINNER. 


The  employees  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick, 
held  their  annual  dinner  on  Dec.  27.  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy 
made  an  excellent  chairman,  while  the  vice-chair  was 
Very  acceptably  filled  by  Mr.  A.  Broadley.  After  an 
excellent  and  seasonable  repast  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  After  the  chairman's  speech, 
"  The  King  and  Royal  Family"  was  duly  honoured. 
Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  proposed  the  "Army,  Navy,  and 
Reserve  Forces,"  to  which  Private  -Jobson,  1st  V.B.N.F., 
suitably  replied.  The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Broadley  and 
received  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy 
replied  for  the  firm.  The  "  Town  and  Trade  of  Aln- 
wick "  was  given  by  Mr.  R.  Straughan,  and  "Host 
and  Hostess"  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Bobson.  Between  the 
various  toasts  a  nice  little  concert  was  given,  songs 
being  rendered  by  the  following  ;  Messrs.  R.  Boss,  B. 
Pitt,  J.  Donohoe,  W.  Jobson,  R.  Borthwick,  J.  B. 
Robsou,  B.  Burn,  and  A.  Clegg,  while  Mr.  J.  Hutchin- 
son gave  one  of  his  inimitable  recitations.  Selections 
on  tlie  banjo  and  bones  were  also  given  by  Messrs.  B. 
Pitt  and  J.  Donohoe,  and  Mr.  F.  Gibson  contributed  a 
piccolo  solo.  The  duties  of  accompanist  devolved  on 
Mr.  'W.  A.  Broadley,  and  were  discharged  very 
el'lioiently.  The  com.mittee,  Messrs.  J.  B.  Robson, 
A.  Broadley,  and  B.  Straughan,  deserve  praise  for  their 
excellent  arrangements. 


OLD  LONDON  SPRINGS  AND  SPAS. 


The  constant  drain  upon  the  Thames,  the  Lea,  and 
other  rivers  for  our  water  supply  makes  the  angler 
sometimes  think  whether  the  powers  that  be  give 
enough  attention  to  the  water  which  could  be  obtained 
from  underground  London.  In  an  interesting  little 
pamphlet,  "The  Lake  under  Loudon,"  IMr.  Walter 
iMoseley  has  demoristiated  that  there  is  an  almost 
uolimited  supply  of  excellent  water  beneath  London, 
and  he  asks  very  pertinently  whether  we  have  not 
engineering  skill  enough  to  tap  this  supply  and  so 
avoid  the  neco-^sity  of  depleting  our  London  rivers'? 

'Tis  true,  'tis  pity,  and  pity  'lis  'tis  true,  that  many 
hundreds  of  beautiful  pure  springs  which  were  the 
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delight  and  joy  of  our  forefathers  have  been  lost, 
covered  over  and  turned  into  common  sewers.  I  know 
that  several  of  the  best  informed  and  most  active 
members  of  the  London  County  Council  are  carefully 
considering  whether  the  I-ondon  of  to-day  canrjot  again 
enter  into  possession  of  springs  and  spas  which  were 
prized,  and  rightly  prized,  by  past  generations. 

Every  angler  must  take  an  interest  in  water,  I 
disregard  the  obvious  remark,  and  so  I  do  not  think 
I  am  altogether  wasting  space  in  the  FUUUkj  Gazette 
if  I  recall  memories  of  a  few  springs,  medicinal  and 
otherwise,  which  old  Londoners  possessed.  Round 
London,  especially  on  the  northern  side,  were  excellent 
springs  with 

"  Water  sweet,  clear,  and  salubrious, 

'Midst  glistening  pebbles  gliding  playfully  "— 
as  old  Wm.  Pitzstephen  wrote  about  1170.  Holywell, 
Clerkenwell,  and  St.  Clement's  well  wore  probably  the 
best  known,  but  there  were  equally  excellent  wells 
outside  the  City  at  Southwark  and  Lamlieth. 

About  100  years  ago,  in  17'J9,  Londoners  rediscovered 
just  in  front  of  the  Boyal  Exchange  an  old  spring  men- 
tioned by  Stow.  The  water  was  sv/eet  and  abundant, 
and  the  Bank  of  England  and  many  traders  of  Cornhill 
subscribed  to  erect  the  celebrated  pump  close  to  the 
Eoyal  Exchange.  Holborn  had  more  springs  than  a 
lazy  man  would  care  to  count  on  a  hot  day.  St.  Bride- 
street  reminds  us  of  St.  Bride's  or  St.  Bridget's  well, 
a  spring  with  a  grand  reputation  for  the  sweetness  of 
its  water.  Smitufield  abounded  in  wells  which  fed 
the  Fleet  River,  called  by  old  chroniclers  "The  Biver 
of  Wells."  Clerkenwell  took  its  name  from  "  The 
Clerk's  Well,"  a  well  known  and  honoured  as  recently 
as  1720.  As  recently  as  1800  a  pump  in  Bay-street 
drew  water  from  this  spring.  Goswell-road  recalls 
"  God's  Well,"  a  spring  of  great  repute  in  the  days  of 
King  John. 

Mr.  Heckethorn,  an  industrious  writer  on  Old 
London,  has  recently  reminded  us  that  London  had 
spas  and  medicinal  springs  no  whit  inferior  to  those 
visited  at  so  much  cost  on  the  Continent.  Islington 
Spa,  called  New  Tunbridge  Wells,  was  a  fashionable 
resort  in  the  days  of  George  II.,  whose  daughters 
drank  the  waters  there ;  Lady  Mary  Montagu  sang 
the  praises  of  this  spa.  Sadler  rediscovered  an  old 
medicinal  spring.  "  Sadler's  Wells,"  and  soon  attracted 
some  GOO  or  700  every  morning  to  drink  waters  good 
for  consumption,  scurvy,  and  other  ills  which  flesh  is 
heir  to.  Nell  Gwynne  probably  thought  much  of  the 
medicinal  waters  at  "  Royal  Bagnigge  Wells,"  and  a 
host  of  royal  and  noble  personages  patronised  the 
curative  waters  of  Hampstead.  St.  George's  Fields 
had  a  spa  which  divided  favour  with  the  Dog  and 
Duck  Inn,  whose  stone  sign  is  embedded  in  the  wall 
of  "  Bedlam."  There  was  a  popular  spa  at  Bermondsey, 
and  the  reputation  of  Sydenham  Wells,  Beulah  Spa, 
and  Streatham  Spa  has  come  down  to  our  own  days. 

Says  Mr.  Heckethorn,  "  The  old  springs  of  London — 
I  wish  I  could  set  them  going  again."  In  that  wish 
I  heartily  concur.  So  much  jollity  and  fun,  gossip 
and  merriment  in  the  open  air  was  associated  with 
the  old  springs  that  I  am  more  than  inclined  to  forgive 
my  ancestors  for  that  form  of  idolatry  known  as 
"  Well  Worship."  Felix  Penne. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Shaki'-Eybi)  Reader. — Yes,  the  paper  went  bang 
out  of  print  in  consequence  of  the  mistake  about  date 
of  the  battle  of  Naseby — anglers  will  stand  no  fishy 
stories  other  than  their  own. 


Corresponbence. 

[Wc  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. ~\ 


TAPERED  OR  UNTAPERED  CASTS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  don't  think  I  need  "  break  a  lance'' 
with  the  genial  veteran  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  whom  I  regard 
as  one  of  the  most  experienced,  practical,  and  successful 
anglers  of  Bonnie  Scotland,  and  that's  saying  a  gooi 
deal.  So  here's  my  hand  to  him  across  the  Silver 
Streak,  and  all  good  wishes  for  Christmasi.ide,  and 
many  a  "  tight  line  "  in  many. Happy  New  Years  1 

And  he  won't  be  too  heavily  down  upon  me  if  I  con- 
tinue in  my  senile  obstinacy  tj  use  my  tapered  casts 
both  for  the  wet  fly  ana  the  dry,  while  he  sticks  to  the 
untapered  for  which  he  has  so  much  to  say,  especially 
with  regard  to  droppers.  As  a  north-countryman  1 
have,  as  he  rightly  surmises,  often  used  two  or  even 
three  flies  to  my  cast,  especially  where  streams  were 
rapid  and  trout  small,  but  latterly  I  have  been  more 
in  touch  with  dry-fly  waters,  and  find  that  my  nn« 
little  floater  goes  out  more  easily  and  neatly  at  the 
end  of  a  nicely-tapered  cast. 

Nowadays,  when  I  visit  the  dear  old  "  Land  o' 
Cakes,"  it  is  generally  in  quest  of  "  back-end"  salmon 
rather  than  spring  or  summer  trout,  but  I  should 


IT 


delight  to  meet  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  by  the  river  side,  and  I 
have  a  notion  that  ho  would  probably  give  mo  a  pretty 
thorough  beating  in  his  own  waters. 

And  now,  with  a  hearty  echo,  for  him  and  all  readers 
of  t,lte  Fisliinij  dazelte,  of  our  good  editor's  greeting, 
"  Good  Luck  to  all  Anglers,"  let  me  reel  up  and  remain 
yours  very  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Pavton. 

Dec.  24,  1001. 


STONING  SALMON  POOLS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  21,  1001, 
p.  438,  "Special  Scotch"  says  he  has  only  known 
one  angler  do  this — that  is,  stone  salmon  pools  when 
fish  are  "  dour."  Allow  me  to  add  two  more  to  the 
list — Dr.  Hely  H.  Almond  and  yours  truly.  Dr.  Almond 
did  so,  made  a  practice  of  it,  after  an  experience  whicii 
he  had.  He  had  fished  the  "  Bridge  Pool "  of  Kirkaig 
over,  two  or  three  times,  whilst  blasting  operations 
were  going  on,  during  the  formation  of  the  "  Loch 
Inver  and  Ullapool  Road,"  close  to  thit  river.  He  had 
failed  to  rise  a  single  fish  where  he  usually  killed. 
He  sat  down  ;to  consider  ;  then  a  blast  went  olT,  and  a 
big  stone  plfimped  into  the  pool.  He  waited  a  little 
thinking  it  no  further  use  to  fish  that  place,  but  he 
saw  a  fish  "flash"  in  the  pool  and  another,  or  the 
same,  "  slinge  out  of  water."  He  fished  it  again,  and 
promptly  killed  a  fish.  He  has  thrown  stones  into 
pools  often  since,  and  maintains  the  practice. 

I  have  done  the  same  in  pools  where  I  knew  a  lot  of 
old  fish  were  "potted" — that  is,  had  taken  up  a 
residence  and  would  not  move,  or  only  just  move.  I 
have  stoned  them  "  out  of  that,"  and  for  a  day  or  two 
after  either  I  or  a  friend  has  killed  fish  from  thi' 
favourite  lie.  The  "potted  fish"  were  no  longer 
there,  and  single  fresh  run  fish  or  possibly  one  or  two 
more  occupied  the  place.  This  was  on  both  Kirkaig 
and  Inver.  I  shall  likely  have  more  to  sa,y  about 
"  dour "  fish  and  short  rising  and  dynamite,  and 
"  waking  up  "  with  stones,  from  many  years'  experience 
of  facts,  but  not  yet. 

At  the  same  time  there  are  still  many  people  who 
prefer  to  believe  in  miracles,  without  the  intellectual 
power  to  read  below  the  surface. 

I  read  somewhere  lately  "  The  Conservative  Intellect 
often  prefers  to  believe  in  '  sports  '  in  Nature,  than  to 
believe  in  natural  laws,  or  causes  and  effects."  I  add 
— like  the  old  untravelled  grandmother  whose  grandson 
sailor  came  home  from  sea  and  told  her,  amongst 
other  travellers'  tales,  that  he  had  fished  up  one  of  the 
wheels  of  Pharaoh's  chariots  in  the  Red  Sea  1  She,  of 
course,  believed  that.  But  she  could  not  believe  he 
had  seen  "  oysters  up  a  tree  "  !    That  was  too  much. 

I  remember  once  hearing  an  Irish  divine  preaching 
upon  "  original  sin,"  and  he  said  :  "  Such,  sor,  can  be  as 
easily  cast  asoide — if  you  go  about  it  in  the  right  wav — as 
easily  as  a  crab  or  an  oysther  throws  its  shell  "  !  When 
he  saw  my  incredulous  soul  through  "  moi  oyes  at  him," 
he  thumped  the  pulpit  desk  and  said,  "yes,  1  repeat, 
as  an  oysther  casts  off  its  shell." 

Above  is  a  fact  which  can  be  vouched  for  by  another 
who  heard  it  at  the  same  time  "  as  mesilf." — N'ours 
truly,  J.  A.  Hahvie-Brow.n. 


THE  SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES - 
THE  BUBBLE  PRICKED. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  told  me  by  my  father  while  I 
_  was  yet  a  boy  (and  I  licked  my  chops,  doubtless,  and 
"wished  I  had  'arf  their  complaint")  that  in  early 
days  farm  servants  on  Tweedside  (and  elsewhere)  u.sed 
to  make  it  a  .si)(('  (jiid  non  that  they  did  not  dine  on 
salmon  more  than  two  days  in  the  week  I  1  thought 
it  preposterous  ! 

Eventually  I  got  a  clue  to  tho  mystery.  Below 
Walkerburn,  on  the  Tweed,  dwelt  a  farmer  of  the 
batter  class  called  Thornburn,  and  a  keen  sportsman 
was  he.  He  used  to  be  frequently  named  and  spoken 
of  as  "Juniper  Bank" — the  name  of  his  farm— a  custom 
which  has  not  yet  died  out  in  Scotland,  though  it  is 
less  common.  He  was  still  living  when  I  used  to  fish 
the  Tweed,  in  my  youth,  tliereabouts,  just  below  Inner- 
leithen. I  used  to  hear  all  about  his  wond-jrful  hauls 
of  salmon,  the  large  majority  of  which,  ho^vuver,  were 
killed  during  what  is  now  "close  time"  by  the  pro- 
cess familiarly  spoken  of  as  "  burning  the  water," 
"  leistering  salmon  by  torchlight,"  in  fact.  1  do  not 
wish  to  convey  the  impression  that  "Juniper  B:ink" 
was  not  likewise  a  good  salmon  fisher,  rod  in  hand, 
for  he  was  all  that  too  ! 

The  late  Lord  John  Scott,  brother  of  the  then  Duke 
of  Buccleuch,  was  also  fond  of  leistering  (that  is, 
spearing)  salmon,  and  spent  on  one  notable  occasion 
the  night  on  Melrose  "  Cauld  Pool"  leistering  the 
salmon  from  a  boat  to  the  lurid  "  bleeze  "  of  the  usual 
"Crouzie"  filled  with  fir  roots,  or  the  still  more 
common  "  fish  lichi,"  composed  of  old  backs  buttered 
with  tai-.    It  was  dona  openly  then  ! 

Ac  "  Juniper  Bank  "  the  granary  was  like  a  fish-storo 
when  spawning  limo  was  over.  The  salmon  were 
all  "kippered" — that  is,  split  down  the  back,  salted, 
kewered  with  wooden  pegs,  and  hung  up  to  tho 
afters  to  dry.    -And  when  one  remembers  that  salmou 
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were  often  speared  when  kelts  of  the  rankest  descrip- 
tion, and  that  the  tasteless,  white-fleshed  bull-trout 
were  ranked  as  salmon,  our  wonder  is  that  farm 
servants  could  dine  on  such  food  even  two  days  in  the 
week. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


DROPPER  EYE  ATTACHMENT,  ETC. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling's 
letter  (Fishing  Gazette,  Deo.  28)  as  it  may  lead  people 
to  try  suggestions  before  condemning  them.  The 
matter  of  weight  can  have  very  little  importance  iij'nrt 
tif  the  slKuik  of  a  medium-sized  eyed  hook  is  used  as  I 
mentioned.  This  would  be  much  less  than  the  addition 
of  a  whole  fly  should  one  use  three  flies  instead  of  two, 
or  four  instead  of  three,  in  doing  which  weight  would 
hardly  be  considered  an  obstacle.  A  clumsy  loop  in 
regard  to  sliowiiig  would  also  be  avoided.  The  "  bend  " 
(nautical)  used  to  fasten  any  eyed  fly  to  its  link  must 
have  the  same  holding  power  as  the  same  "bend" 
attaching- the  link  to  the  cast.  Here  the  eye  being  of 
metal  assists  detachment  in  the  case  of  soft  wet  gut 
without  the  use  of  a  pin.  The  illustration  given  with 
my  letter  was,  of  course,  a  much  enlargecl -diagram. 

Messrs.  S.  Allport  inform  me  they  can  supply  the 
steel-eyed  hook-shanks  tapered  from  Redditch.  They 
have  also  sent  me  models  of  beautifully  made  spiral 
revolving  attachments,  which  when  tempered  like  fish- 
hooks will  be  perfect  in  their  way  and  do  much  to 
avoid  drop-links  twisting  round  one's  casting  line. 
Orders  should  be  given  through  tackle  retail  establish- 
ments.-— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

P.S. — I  regret  'inability  to  answer  "  W.  D.  G.'s  " 
queries  as  to  introduction  of  fiy-sustaining  plants  in 
the  high  Alps,  but  have  made  inquiries,  and  if  I  obtain 
any  information  will  forward  it. 


A  NAVIGABLE  RIVER  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  give  me  your  opinion  on  the 
following  matter  ? — As  you  are  possibly  aware  the 
Gt.  Ouse  is  navigable  below  Bedford,  although  it  is  not 
used  now,  and  some  of  our  members  think  that  any 
person  can  fish  in  a  navigable  stream,  from  the  towing 
path  or  from  a  boat. 

The  subject  has  been  brought  up  because  one  of  the 
members  has  weighed  in  fish  caught  from  a  boat  in 
this  water,  in  which  he  had  not  permission  to  fish, 
and  the  committee  will  be  pleased  if  you  will  give  us 
your  opinion  on  the  subject ;  also,  do  you  think  we 
ought  to  accept  such  fish  to  be  weighed  in  ?  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation,  yours  faithfully,  S.  H.  S. 

Bedford. 

IThe  facts  mentioned  by  our  correspondent  give 
no  public  right  to  fish  whatever,  but  if  no  one 
objects  to  the  water  being  fished  it  is  manifestly  open 
to  anyone  to  do  so,  and  unless  excluded  by  special  rule 
we  see  no  reason  for  refusing  to  recognise  fish  members 
take  in  that  water. — Ed.] 


AN  INTERESTING  "RAINBOW"  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  other  day  I  happened  to  see  a 
communication  from  a  piscicultural  establishment  in 
Ireland  offering  rainbow  ova,  fully  eyed,  for  delivery 
in  January.  I  thought  rainbow  trout  did  not  spawn 
for  some  months  yet,  but  I  may  be  wrong.  Perhaps 
you  would  kindly  insert  this  in  your  next  issue  so  as 
to  give  an  opportunity,  it  may  be,  of  getting  to  the 
root  of  this  matter.  I  always  understood  that  rain- 
bows in  this  country  did  not  spawn  at  nearly  the  same 
time  as  brown  trout,  but  that  there  was  a  wide  period 
of  time  between  the  spawning  of  Fario  and  Irideus. 
If  eyed  rainbow  ova  is  to  be  had  thus  early,  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
crossing  of  these  fish  will  be  successfully  accomplished. 

I  rather  think  the  fishery  offering  the  rainbow  ova 
was  at  Innishannon,  co.  Cork. — Yours  truly, 

Piscator. 


TENACITY  OP  LIFE  IN  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — On  Friday,  Dec.  27,  when  grayling 
fishing  in  the  Yore  I  finished  up  at  half-past  three 
o'clock  by  catching  a  dace  ;  this  I  put  in  my  creel  on 
.the  top  of  three  grayling  I  had  caught  previously ."i  On 
reaching  home  I  hung  up  the  basket  and  forgot  all 
about  the  fish  until  half-past  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning,  when  I  took  them  from  the  creel  and  put 
them  on  a  dish,  this  being  exactly  nineteen  hours  after 
the  capture  of  the  dace.  Much  to  my  astonishment  the 
dace  as  soon  as  he  felt  the  cold  dish  turned  a  somer- 
sault that  would  have  done  credit  to  any  professional 
acrobat,  jumped  from  the  dish  on  to  the  table,  then 
from  the  table  on  to  the  floor,  where  it  executed  a 
number  of  flip-flaps.  I  picked  it  up,  took  it  to  Mrs. 
Aliller  and  described  the  above  facts  to  her.  We  then 
placed  the  fish,  who  after  its  Christmastide  acrobatic 
performances  was  evidently  very  much  exhausted,  into 
a  large  vessel  in  which  I  store  live  bait  and  through 
which  there  is  a  constant  run  of  water.  The  dace 
(juickly  recovered  and  is  now  as  lively  as  any  good 
specimen  of  Ci/priniix  h'licisetis  could  possibly  be,  and 
is  as  likely  to  remain  so  until  he  and  a  "  Jardinc 
Snap  "  get  into  the  rapacious  jaws  of  a  pike.    I  have 


frequently  taken  home  both  roach  and  dace  in  my 
basket  and  found  them  alive  six  hours  after  capture, 
but  nineteen  hours  is  surely  a  record  I — Y'ours  truly, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller. 

19,  New  Station-street.  Leeds. 


TENACITY  OF  LIFE  IN  PISH.' 

Dear  Sir, — The  instance  related  by  your  corre- 
spondent in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  28  may  be  an 
unusual  occurrence,  as  most  fishermen,  I  think,  take 
good  care  to  kill  their  fish  before  creeling  them,  but 
no  doubt  many  anglers  could  relate  one  or  two 
instances  in  their  experience  of  fish  surviving  a  long 
time  out  of  water.  A  year  or  two  ago,  while 
fishing  abroad,  I  caught  a  few  fish  one  evening,  and 
amongst  them  was  a  catfish ;  I  wrapped  them  in  a 
cloth,  and  when  I  got  home  put  them  on  the  kitchen 
roof  to  keep  cool.  Between  six  and  seven  o'clock  next 
morning  I  took  them  down,  and  the  catfish  was  still 
alive,  although  the  other  fish  were  dead,  and  on  cutting 
it  open  the  heart  still  continued  beating  for  a  minute 
or  two.  This  fish  was  caught  soon  after  8  p.m.,  and 
had  therefore  been  out  of  the  water  about  ten  hours, 
and  I  fully  believe  that  had  I  returned  it  to  the  water 
it  would  have  soon  swam  away. — Y'ours  truly, 

Frome.  E.  A.  L. 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  kindly,  through  the  medium  of  your 
paper,  give  me  particulars  about  salmon  and  sea  trout 
fishing  in  Newfoundland.  I  want  to  know  the  best 
place  to  go  to,  best  time,  and  probable  cost  for  a  three 
months'  stay  out  there. — Y'ours  truly, 

W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson. 

Christian  Malford,  Chippenham. 

[All  that  the  "  Angler's  Diary  "  says  is  : — "  General 
Information. — The  salmon  fishing  is  very  poor ;  sea- 
trout  fishing  very  good  when  the  fish  are  running.  It 
is  no  use  for  sea  trout  before  the  end  of  July.  The 
salmon  take  the  fly  very  badly.  On  the  west  side  of 
Hall's  Bay  debouches  Indian  Brook,  a  capital  salmon 
and  sea  trout  stream.  Sea  fishing  in  abundance,  often 
quite  inshore.  Trinity. — Some  60  ni.  from  St.  John's. 
There  is  good  trouting  here,  fish  running  large." 

We  have  looked  up  some  information  we  gave  in 
1898  which  may  be  useful.  It  appeared  first  in  Forest 
and  Stream.  In  1891  the  fishing  was  almost  as  bad 
in  Newfoundland  as  it  was  in  Norway. — Ed. 

"Newfoundland  Salmon  Fishing. 

"  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Aug.  20. — Editor,  Forest 
and  Stream :  Just  a  lino  from  an  old  contributor. 
This  is  the  first  day  of  the  snipe  shooting  in  the 
colony,  and  it  has  been  raining  hard  since  early 
morning.  I  have  been  out  after  the  long  bills,  and  a 
most  ridiculous  accident  has  sent  me  home.  I  had 
shot  five  snipe,  and  was  getting  my  hand  in  quite 
satisfactorily  when  an  ominous  crack — I  found  that 
my  suspender  had  burst  and  all,  to  use  a  sailor's 
expressive  phrase,  was  coming  down  by  the  run, 
stockings  as  well  as  pantaloons.  I  tried  all  sorts  of 
absurd  expedients  to  manufacture  garters  out  of  rushes 
and  twigs,  but  all  failed,  land  to  shoot  with  your 
garments  all  falling  about  you  in  pouring  rain,  the 
situation  at  last  became  simply  impossible,  so  I  was 
fain  to  take  the  waggon  and  come  home.  The  down- 
pour destroyed  all  the  pleasure  of  shooting,  and  now, 
after  this  little  episode,  let  me  say  a  word  about  the 
salmon  fishing.  All  your  readers  know  about  the 
caribou  shooting  in  Newfoundland.  The  interior  of 
this  country  is  a  vast  deer  park,  where  the  lordly  stags 
wander  at  their  own  sweet  will  unmolested  by  man. 

"Hitherto  our  salmon  fishing  has  not  been  held  of 
much  account ;  we  have  hundreds  of  salmon  rivers. 
Their  reputation,  I  am  bound  to  admit,  was  vastly 
inferior  to  the  grand  streams  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Quebec.  This  season  an  extraordinary  change  has 
taken  place ;  up  to  last  month,  with  the  exception  of 
one  251b.  salmon  caught  by  a  naval  officer  in  one  of 
our  northern  rivers,  no  big  fish  had  ever  been  captured 
with  the  rod.  Last  month,  in  Harry's  Brook,  flowing 
into  St.  George  Bay,  Mr.  Ernest  Whiteway,  son  of 
Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  killed  one  splendid  fish  weighing 
over  351b.,  and  several  more  have  been  taken  in  the 
same  stream  from  171b.  down  to  grilse,  31b.  to  61b. 
An  American  tobacco  merchant  from  the  Southern 
States — A.  W.  Howell— .did  very  well  on  the  grand 
river  Codroy;  his  take  was  7501b,,  ranging  from  171b. 
to  71b.  or  81b.,  with  plenty  of  grilse  and  sea-trout. 
Another  American,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Morris,  of  your  city, 
has  had  splendid  sport  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Humber,  the  beautiful  river  that  flows  into  the  far- 
famed  Bay  of  Islands,  in  the  words  of  the  art  critic  of 
the  Century  Magazine,  the  most  picturesque  coast 
scenery  in  America. 

"  All  these  beautiful  salmon  streams  are  now  access- 
ible from  the  railway — the  line  runs  by  them.  Camp 
and  canoe  can  be  carried  right  to  their  banks,  and 
supplies  and  letters  forwarded  to  sportsmen  thrice 
each  way  every  week.  Our  party  liad  excellent  grilse 
fishing  on    Codroy    grand   river,  one  of  the  most 


picturesque  streams  in  America.  Mr.  Howell  is  build- 
ing a  house  here  for  next  season's  sport.  In  a  word, 
the  new  playground  of  America,  now  brought  within 
the  railway  system  of  America,  will  soon  become  as 
celebrated  for  its  fishing  as  it  is  now  for  its  shooting. 
Pullman  and  palace  cars  are  inow  complete,  even  to 
the  familiar  dusky  conductor. 

"  I  have  not  mentioned  that  the  season  for  fishing 
varies.  In  the  northern  rivers  sport  begins  in  July ; 
in  the  southern  rivers  it  commences  in  June.  To  the 
salmon  fisher  trout  of  all  kinds  are  only  '  small  deer.' 
Brown  are  everywhere,  and  are  simply  innumerable. 
Sea-trout  come  ux)  the  rivers  in  great  shoals,  and 
generally  remain  for  some  time  in  deep  pools.  Loch 
Leven  and  rainbow  trout  imported  from  Scotland  and 
California  have  done  exceedingly  well,  and  around  St. 
John's  specimens  have  been  caught  up  to  71b. 

"  D.  W.  PitOWSE."] 


KING  JOHN  AND  THE  LAMPREYS. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Robert  Stanley  says 
in  his  article  "One  All": — "Lampreys"?  he  said, 
meditating  the  while  as  to  what  strange  creatures  they 
might  be,  "  lampreys  "  '?  "  Y'es,"  we  said,  "  the  things 
that  King  John  ate  too  many  of."  I  have  tried  to  eat 
the  lamprey  cooked  in  various  ways,  and  can  only  say 
that  King  Henry  the  First,  and  not  King  John,  must 
have  had  a  very  depraved  taste  to  have  died  from  a 
surfeit  of  them.  When  I  say  lampreys  I  mean 
I'etromyzon  fluviatilis,  about  fifteen  inches  in  length, 
and  not  Peiromyzon  planerii,  a  much  smaller  creature 
and  frequently  called  the  lampern. — Y'ours  truly, 

Mark. 

P.S. — King  John  died  in  a  very  different  way. 


COARSE  PISHING  IN  THE  WEAR 
FISHERY^  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  to  Mr.  Halcro,  clerk  of  the  Wear 
Fishery  District,  about  the  coarse  fishing  during  the 
close  season  for  trout  and  sea  trout.  I  have  enclosed 
his  reply — it  will  interest  many  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  There  are  no  char  in  the  Wear,  and  coarse 
fish  are  not  mentioned  on  the  licences. — Y'ours  faith- 
fully, W.  Palmer. 

Here  is  'the  letter  Mr.  Palmer  kindly  sends.  Mr. 
Halcro,  clerk  of  the  Wear  Fishery  District,  writes : — • 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th 
ult.  it  is  not  for  the  board  to  advise  on  points  of  law, 
but  I  may  say  that  anyone  caught  fishing  even  for 
coarse  fish  with  bait  which  might  be  used  for  trout 
fishing  would  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted. — Y'ours 
faithfully,  Wm.  Halcro. 

52,  John-street,  Sunderland. 

[This  is  just  what  we  said  recently  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  If  it  is  illegal  to  fish  for  trout  it  is  illegal  to 
fish  with  any  bait  a  trout  will  take,  and  they  will  take 
paste,  gentles,  worms,  and  in  fact  any  bait  that  any 
other  fish  will  take.  It  is  hard  lines  on  hand  fide 
coarse  fish  anglers  but  it  is  the  law.  All  they  can  do 
is  to  get  it  altered  or  break  it  and  take  the  chances, 
which  is  a  thing  we  advise  nobody  to  do. — Ed.] 

CAPTURE  OF  A  17LB.  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— One  of  our  Southampton  piscatorials 
took  a  fine  pike  of  171b.  the  other  day,  and  other  good 
fish  up  to  211b.  have  been  taken  already  this  winter. — 
Y'ours  truly,  F.  Barton,  Hon.  Sec. 

Southampton. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  FINE  KING  CARP  IN 
THE  NENE. 
Dear  Sir, — About  nine  years  back  a  quantity  of 
king  carp  were  purchased  by  the  committee  of  the 
Nene  Angling  Club  (Northampton)  and  placed  in  the 
preserved  parts  of  the  river  belonging  to  the  club. 
Since  then,  but  principally  these  last  three  years, 
several  have  been  caught  whilst  angling  for  other  fish 
from  3^1b.  to  51b.  in  weight.  But  on  Boxing  Da\, 
1901,  a  member — Mr.  J.  E.  Patridge,  of  Northampton 
— whilst  angling  for  roach  hooked  and  landed  a  fine 
specimen,  in  grand  condition,  weighing  91b.  14o5!., 
and  which  is  being  preserved. — Y''ours  truly, 

Nene-Nohthami'ton. 


ORANGE  RIVER  PISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  furnish 
the  information  asked  for  by  my  son  in  a  letter  from 
Uit  Kop,  Orange  River  Colony,  dated  Nov.  27,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract? — "This  is  very 
dead,  no  life  about  it,  but  I  do  manage  to  get  a  bit  of 
fishing  now  and  again.  1  had  a  12|lb.  barbel  on  a 
handline  baited  with  the  soft  roe  of  a  big  yellow  fish. 
By  the  way,  can  you  tell  me  the  name  of  this  fisli  ? 
In  colour  it  is  a  golden  yellow,  has  a  wide,  soft  mouth, 
no  teeth,  rises  to  the  fly,  takes  worm,  dough,  antl 
locusts.  The  females  have  a  lot  of  dark  spots,  are 
very  similar  to  trout  in  appearance,  and  are  very 
good  eating.  1  have  caught  them  from  2oz.  to  4^1b.  in 
weight." —Y'ours  truly.  Old  SoldTrr. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Salmon  Spawning  Grounds  of  the  Tay. 

Me.  Phillip  Geen,  who  has  fished  for  salmon  in 
Scotland  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has 
kindly  promised  to  send  me  an  article  on  "  Early 
Spinning  for  Salmon."  He  is  only  waiting  for 
word  as  to  fresh  fish  being  up  to  be  off  north. 
Here  are  some  interesting  notes  from  a  letter  sent 
to  him  by  Mr.  Charles  Ford,  of  Garth,  near 
Aberfeldy,  head  keeper  to  Sir  Donald  Currie  :— 

"  I  must  tell  you  we  have  had  a  very  heavy  fall 
of  snow  here,  and  it  has  lasted  for  about  three 
weeks,  and  all  wild  animals  have  been  badly  off. 
I  am  glad  to  tell  you  we  have  had  a  fine  fresh  west 
wind,  and  the  river  has  been  in  flood,  and  I  should 
think  it  would  have  taken  down  a  lot  of  the  kelts 
and  brought  up  some  clean  fish.  I  have  not  seen 
any  clean  fish  yefc,  but  I  have  not  been  much 
beside  the  water  to  look.  The  spawning  beds 
were  well  stocked  with  fish  and  about  through 
with  spawning  before  the  storm.  I  saw  there 
were  a  good  few  dead  fish,  but  they  are  always 
that  way  after  spawning,  owing,  I  think,  to  fighting 
with  each  other,  but  now  they  will  have  been  swept 
away  too,  and  a  good  job." 


The  Royal  Reading  Seedsmen  are  Anglers. 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of 
Mr.  Martin  Hope  Sutton,  Mr.  Martin  John  Sutton 
was  unanimously  elected  president  of  "  Sutton's 
Angling  Association  "  at  the  recent  annual  meeting, 
when  Air.  Sutton  assured  the  association  of  the 
firm's  unabated  interest  in  angling. 


Some  Scotch  anglers  mystify  then  English 
brethren  by  calling  salmon  flies  "  irons."  In  a 
note  on  the  opening  prospects  in  the  north  "  G.  M." 
said,  "  Very  large  irons  are  usually  in  vogue  early 
in  the  season."  I  think  "  hooks  "  is  a  far  better 
word — the  salmon  fly  is  not  dressed  on  an  iron 
hook  but  a  steel  one,  of  coiirse.  Then  why  say 
"  irons"? 


I  am  sorry  to  see  a  good  angler  like  Mr.  Rudyard 
Kipling  pitching  into  cricket  and  football  in  his 
recent  verses  in  the  Times  ;  anglers  and  sportsmen 
of  all  classes  have  been  well  represented  in  the 
great  army  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  to 
South  Africa. 

"Tarpon  Fishing"  is  the  title  of  a  paper  to  be 
read  by  Mr.  Francis  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday,  Jan.  13. 
Mr.  Francis  wOl  show  the  rods  and  tackle  he  uses 
in  fishing  for  that  grand  game  fish  the  silver  king 
or  tarpon.  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Francis  is  a  relative  of 
the  late  celebrated  angler  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  to 
who  we  all  owe  so  much,  and  who  was  for  so  many 
years  angling  editor  of  the  Field  ? 

Last  week  I  asked  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Butler's 
fishing  riddle— namely,  "  What  part  of  a  fish 
weighs  most  ?  "  These  cigarettes  must  be  very 
popular,  judging  from  the  number  of  anglers  who 
give  the  right  answer.  R.  B.  Marston. 

BIG  SALMON  FLIES  FOE  EAELY 
FISHING. 


To-day  (Jan.  11)  the  legal  close  time  expires  on 
the  Helmsdale,  Halladale,  Strathy,  and  Naver. 
During  the  coming  week  (Jan.  15)  the  Tay  system, 
except  the  Earn,  and  including  the  Teith,  a  tributary 
of  the  Forth,  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  early  spring 
angler  once  more,  and  the  "  first  blood  "  drawn  on 
not  a  few  pools. 

It  will  be  some  weeks,  however,  before  the  great 
bulk  of  salmon  angling  waters  will  be  thrown  open, 
but  meantime  the  prospects  are  all  on  the  side  of 
the  angler,  and  much  more  favourable  than  when 
spoken  about  in  last  week's  issue.  Had  the  weather 
recently  been  made  to  order  it  could  hardly  have 
been  fashioned  more  favourably  and  to  suit  the 
early  spring  angler  and  others  better  than  it  has 
done  since  the  advent  of  the  winter  in  November. 

There  is  about  two  feet  of  snow  round  about 
Balmoral,  which  gives  an  index  to  the  Arctic  con- 
ditions which  reign  supreme  at  the  palace  gates  on 
Deeside.  But  that  is  nothing  at  this  season,  and 
all  the  better  for  the  waters  later  on.  What  is  of 
more  importance  is  that  spring  fish  are  being  seen 
in  the  river  some  thirty  miles  from  the  sea— at 
Potarch— and  as  the  river  is  abnormally  clear  there 
can  be  no  mistaking  the  quality  of  the  fish  from 
such  an  excellent  coign  of  vantage  and  by  the 
experts  who  authenticate  the  fact. 

When  this  is  the  case  on  the  Dee  other  waters 
similarly  situated  are  not  far  behind.  There  may 
not  be  a  large  head  of  fish  forward,  but  the  year  is 
yet  young,  and  it  is  only  in  exceptionally  early 
seasons  that  fresh  run  fish  are  seen  at  Potarch  on 
New  Year's  Day. 

In  spite  of  all  rivals  the  fly  maintain?  its 
ascendancy  as  the  lure  of  lures,  especially  .  the 
early  spring.  It  may  be  that  the  river  i  thick 
with  "  grue,"  but  if  a  cast  can  at  all  be  got  between 
the  floating  cakes  of  ice,  and  fresh  fish  about,  there 
is  every  chance  of  a  rise.  Very  large  hooks  are 
usually  in  vogue  in  the  early  days  of  the  season. 
The  three-inch  Gordons,  Altroyds,  Eagles,  Herons, 
and  similar  fancy  and  plain  flies  are  then  the  taking 
lures.  There  is  no  use  fishing  with  less  in  a  heavy 
spring  water  and  with  the  temperature  both  of  the 
river  and  air  not  much  above  freezing  point.  Some 
prefer  these  sizes  sparsely  dressed,  as  on  the  Dee 
and  Spey,  while  others,  again,  have  them  made 
somewhat  bunchy,  as  on  the  Helmsdale  and  Thurso, 
but  whatever  the  dressing  the  size  is  usually  about 
the  same.  The  very  idea  of  leaded  or  weighted 
flies  is  preposterous.  The  fly  itself  will  determine 
its  weight  by  the  size  used.  Certainly  it  has  to  be 
sunk  farther  in  a  heavy  water  teeming  with  snow- 
broth  and  ice  and  somewhat  coloured  at  the  best 
than  in  a  small  clear  water,  but  in  the  latter  case 
the  size  will  be  reduced  whatever  the  season  of  the 
year  may  be.  Some  streams  do  not  fish  well  in 
early  spring,  not  on  account  of  the  want  of  fish, 
but,  as  local  anglers  en-oneously  think,  because  the 
fish  will  not  then  rise.  The  fact  is  that  they  then 
fish  with  too  small  flies,  flies  which  answer 
excellently  well  in  March  and  April,  especially  the 
latter  month,  but  which  fail  to  attract  the  fish 
during  the  early  days  of  February.  Large  heavy 
hooks  are  then  necessary,  and  especially  towards 
the  afternoon  and  evening  when  the  sport  of  the 
day  is  usually  obtained.  Were  these  sizes  more 
common  in  the  very  early  days  of  the  season  there 


would  be  less  heard  of  fish  not  rising,  for  m  these 
early  days  fish,  as  a  rule,  are  bad  risers,  and,  unhke 
tlie  autmnn  fish,  arc  well  on  to  the  hook  and  the 
fight  at  its  thickest  before  they  freely  show 
themselves. 

Local  customs  prevail  to  such  an  extent,  and 
local  ideas  rule  the  roost  to  such  a  degree,  that 
anytliing  like  new-fangled  ideas  are  scouted  m 
distrust,  not  disgust.  What  they  have  proved  to 
be  true  and  of  good  report  they  stick  tenaciously 
to,  nor  will  alter  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  what  their 
ancestors  did  before  them,  and  what  their  fathers 
taught.  Such  is  the  tyranny  of  local  custom,  and 
it  is  hard  to  break  through .  Two  years  ago  a  keeper 
on  the  Don  got  an  appointment  from  Speyside.  He 
brought  with  him  his  Speyside  knowledge  of  large 
hooks  in  a  flooded  cold  water,  and  astonished  the 
natives  with  his  prowess  as  a  salmon  slayer.  There 
were  fresh  run  fish  about,  and  he  got  two  of  them 
the  first  day  out  and  two  the  next,  while  not  a  fish 
was  got  for  ten  miles  below,  where  fish  were  even 
more  abundant,  simply  because  the  pools  were 
never  properly  fished.  Although  sister  streams, 
the  Dee  and  Don  present  the  greatest  contrast  that 
any  two  rivers  in  any  other  part  of  the  kmgdom 
could,  wherever  situated  or  however  wide  apart. 
It  is  a  common  remark  that  few  spring  fish  are 
ever  got  in  the  Don,  but  to  those  who  have 
experience  of  the  two  rivers  the  fact  is  patent  that 
the  Don  would  fish  proportionately  as  well  as  the 
Dee  were  the  same  system  of  early  spring  angling 
lures  employed.  Instead  of  using  one  and  a  half 
and  two  inch  hooks,  use  three  and  even  three  and 
a  half  inches  when  necessary,  and  when  the  state 
of  the  river  demands  it.  As  the  temperature 
increases  the  size  of  the  flies  diminishes.  This  is 
a  special  study  with  the  most  successful  ang  ers  on 
the  Dee,  Oykell,  Spean,  and  elsewhere.  As  the 
larger  and  heavier  hooks  are  found  to  answer  well 
in  the  very  early  days,  so  the  tiniest  of  doubles 
even  down  to  one  inch  and  three-quarter  mch  hooks 
are  most  in  vogue  in  the  more  bahny  days  of  later 
spring  and  early  summer,  especially  if  the  river  be 
bright  and  clear.  To  the  uninitiated  the  range  of 
salmon  flies  is  a  unique  bit  of  surprise  and  this  on 
a  single  fishery.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  same 
fish  wUl  not  move  from  his  depths  to  any thmg  less 
than  a  three  and  a  three  and  a  half  inch  hook-a 
miniature  harpoon-in  the  early  days  of  FeWry 
tha',  would  be  frightened  to  death  with  anything 
larger  than  a  mere  gnat  of  half  an  inch  or  so  m  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  but  ne^^rtheless  it  is  the 
case,  and  to  lure  them  successfuUy  then  humours 
must  at  all  times  be  studied.  <J-  i^^- 


FISH  CULTURE. 

THE  REARING-BOX  FOR  SALMONID.E. 

As  the  Fisliing  Gazette  has  a  large  circulation 
in  the  colonies,  where  pisciculture  is  bemg  weU 
aken  up,  a  few  notes  on  the  rearmg-box  may  be 
useful  -.  In  the  days  preceding  the  mvention  of  this 
anr,rratus  very  good  work  was  done  in  hatclung 
e-s  of  the  Sahnonidc.,  but  the  difficulty  was 
found"°after  the  absorption  of  the  yolk-sac  If 
deC  occurred  in  turning  out  the  young  fry  to 
sh  ft  for  themselves  great  mortality  broke  out  and 
results  were  quite  disheartening.  W  ith  the  advent 
of  a  good  reanng  or  feeding  box  great  improvement 
sunervened.  The  infant  mortality  nearly  ceased 
and  once  the  young  fishes  took  to  the  finely-divided 
particles  of  raw  beef,  the  only  trouble  was  the 
feeding  at  short  intervals. 

Young  stock,  whether  fowls,  pheasants,  salmon 
or  trout  Squire  attention  at  short  interva  s,  and 
cLeM  or  Xcreet  feeding-as  little  at  a  time  is 
tTelreat  object,  so  that  nothing  shall  be  left 
unconsumed.    They  look  for  the  food  to  come  to 
them  from  above,  rise  readily  t^/J' 
fed  with  judgment,  scarcely  any  of  the  meat  tails 
to  the  bo  torn  of  the  box,  which  thus  remains  sweet 
and  clean  and  giU  fever  need  never  occur.  Feeding 
;-th  Setioni  a  matter  of  vast  impoit^ce  ;  ike 
attendant,  with  any  real  mterest  m   he  ^o^k  -lU 
verv  readily  and  soon  find  out  the  time  to  stop 
voun^fisti^re  like  other  forms  of  stocM 
nstantly  show  signs  of  repletion;  and  it  is  better 
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swallowed  by  the  young  fishes,  caanot  be  oo 
highly  appreciated.  With  these  aids  rearing  is  no 
longer  a  matter  of  skill ;  it  is  only  one  of  judgment 
and  patience ;  anyone  can  succeed  with  ordinary 
discretion.  In  a  good  feeding-box  the  rearing  can 
ba  carried  on  to  a  very  satisfactorj'  stage  in  the  life 
of  the  young  fishes ;  their  fins  and  frames  attain 
such  a  stage  of  development  that  they  gain  power 
in  the  water,  can  hold  their  own  against  a 
fairly  strong  stream,  and  will  have  learned  how  to 
feed  and  look  after  their  own  interests. 

Before  turning  out,  some  natural  insect  food 
given  in  the  boxes  will  be  found  beneficial  as  a 
supplement  to  the  ordinary  meat ;  this  will 
accustom  the  young  fishes  to  look  for  their  natural 
means  of  subsistence  when  in  their  futui'e  homes. 
It  may  be  all  right  to  trust  to  instinct,  but  a 
little  preliminary  education  can  do  little,  if  any, 
harm.  Faith  may  be  a  wonderful  thing  ;  faith  in 
instinct,  at  any  rate,  is  safe,  but  practical  experi- 
ence is  better  in  the  education  of  young  fishes — 
hence  the  value  of  an  insect  net  and  a  few  meals 
of  natural  insects  before  turning  out.  The  young 
fishes  thus  gain  experience  of  what  is  to  form  their 
future  means  of  subsistence,  and  learn  to  rise  to 
the  fly — an  experience  of  vast  value.  It  they  get 
into  the  habit  of  looking  upwards  for  the  good 
things  of  life,  instead  of  grouting  and  rooting  about 
on  the  bottom  of  the  stream,  the  benefit  cannot 
but  be  lasting ;  a  habit  of  free  rising  once  formed 
will  probably  be  maintained  through  life,  and 
descend  from  generation  to  generation — a  great 
gain.  As  the  size  of  the  young  fishes  increases, 
whether  in  feeding-box  or  pond,  so  that  of  the  food 
may  follow  suit ;  hence  the  value  of  the  meat- 
chopper, as  after  a  certain  stage  of  gi-owth  they 
can  swallow  what  we  call  minced  meat — say, 
cubes  of  one-eighth  of  an  inch  ;  their  growth  being 
more  rapid,  very  soon  further  increase  in  the 
cubes  can  take  place,  until  the  knife  takes  the 
place  of  the  chopper,  and  the  young  fishes  are 
turned  out  for  good  into  the  open  stream  or  pond 
with  inflow  and  grated  exit  —  a  matter  to  be 
settled  by  the  proprietor. 

Whether  the  young  fishes  shall  be  retained  in  a 
pond  or  not  must  also  be  determined  by  circum- 
stances, ajad  no  advice  can  be  given  on  such  a 
point  without  knowledge  of  each  individual  case. 
Much  depends  on  circumstances,  and  it  is  obviously 
impossible  to  prescribe  for  all  cases.  If  the  young 
fishes  have  been  taught  to  feed  freely  and  without 
fear  on  natural  insect  on  the  surface  a  great  gain 
has  been  effected.  Early  habits  are  not  so  easily 
dropped;  they  form  a  species  of  instinct  that  is 
likely  to  cling  to  the  subjects  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  and  to  their  descendants.         C.  C.  Capel. 


FISHING  IN  THE  EXETEE 
DISTEICT. 


I  PROPOSE  to  give  particulars  as  to  the  best  places  to 
visit  in  the  different  localities  and  the  most  success- 
ful lures  to  use  for  satisfactory  results.  Taking  the 
ancient  city  and  suburbs  first,  the  rivers  Exe  and 
Greedy  demand  our  attention,  and  also  the  Exeter 
Canal.  In  the  river  Exe  some  good  pike  fishing  is 
procurable  at  the  junction,  near  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Station,  where  this  river,  the  Greedy,  and 
Exwick  stream  join  each  other,  and  the  fishing  is 
free,  except  from  one  field,  to  fish  from  which 
tickets  are  issued  at  a  nominal  charge  of  2s.  6d.  for 
the  season,  and  these  are  procurable  at  Foxhayes 
Farm,  near  Exwick.  Perch  and  roach,  the  latter 
of  large  size,  are  plentiful,  and  large  eels  are  also 
occasionally  caught.  A  trout  licence  is  necessary 
when  that  fishing  is  permissible  in  addition.  Creed 
wheat,  King's  white  and  pink  paste,  and  gentles 
account  for  a  number  of  the  roach,  and  minnows, 
dace,  and  worms  for  the  other  fish  enumerated.  In 
the  Exwick  stream  from  the  road  bridge  fine  roach 
and  dace  are  frequently  taken,  more  particularly 
after  a  heavy  rainfall,  as  the  stream,  which  is  a 
branch  of  the  river  Greedy,  colours  quickly,  and 
ledgering  answers  well.  At  the  Port  Eoyal  or 
Seven  Stars  Hotels  boats  can  be  procured  at  very 
moderate  charges,  and  various  parts  of  the  river 
near  the  city  and  neighbourhood  can  be  successfully 
negotiated. 

The  salmon  and  trout  fishing  of  fair  Devon  is 
well  known  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  kingdom,  and  particulars  can  be  procured  from 
Mr.  J.  Prickman,  North-street,  or  upon  perusal  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ross'  (227,  High-street,  Exeter)  sixpenny 


"  Gazetteer  for  Tourists,  Travellers,  and  Sports- 
men," which  gives  some  very  useful  and  interesting 
information. 

Fishing  in  the  Exeter  Canal  is  free,  and  all  that 
is  necessary  is  for  application  to  be  made  to  our 
esteemed  Town  Clerk,  at  the  Municipal  Offices, 
Exeter  (or  to  one  of  his  representatives),  for  the 
annual  ticket  issued  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation 
to  ratepayers  (which  includes  a  friend).  Angling 
with  rod  and  line  for  pike,  perch,  carp,  tench,  roach, 
and  eels  is  then  obtainable  ;  but  very  properly  the 
tickets  are  withheld  during  the  close  season, 
March  15  to  June  15  in  each  year,  and  bank  lines 
and  night  lines  are  strictly  prohibited. 

Dealing  with  the  fish  in  the  order  I  have  named 
them,  pike  are  plentiful  and  of  fair  size  ;  fish  of 
over  81b.  are,  however,  considered  good  specimens. 
The  best  stations  are  the  Lime  Kilns  and  Black 
House  ;  these  places  can  be  approached  by  boat  or 
tramcar  to  Countess  Weir,  or  by  crossing  over  the 
tidal  river  at  Topsham,  which  is  reached  by  London 
and  South-Westem  Railway  from  Queen-street 
Station,  or  by  walking  a  mile  from  Exminster, 
which  is  served  from  both  St.  David's  and  St. 
Thomas's  railway  stations  by  a  regular  service  of 
trains  journeying  to  the  West  of  England. 

Mr.  Warner,  the  ofiicial  in  charge  at  Topsham 
Locks,  will  give  anglers  and  their  friends  every 
information  and  attention,  and  he  also  supplies 
refreshments  of  good  quality  at  moderate  prices  ; 
he  has  also  boats  on  hire,  and  bait  for  pike  when 
they  are  procurable. 

Wine,  spirits,  or  beer  will  have  to  be  taken,  with 
the  creel,  rod,  etc.,  and  as  the  catching  of  roach  is 
uncertain  a  supply  of  them  should  be  secured  from 
Mr.  Prickman,  North-street,  who  has  always  in 
stock  perquisites  for  all  kinds  of  fishing. 

Carp  and  tench  are  now  oft",  but  at  the  Black 
House  in  the  warmer  months  of  the  year  fair  sport 
may  be  obtained,  and  I  have  known  a  number  of 
carp  up  to  91b.  and  tench  up  to  31b.  taken  here — 
the  best  baits  I  hear,  and  have  found  to  be,  are  potato 
paste  and  honey  bread  paste  for  the  former  and  well 
scoured  worms  for  the  latter.  In  angling  for  the 
tench  some  very  fine  eels  are  also  taken. 

Perch  are  very  plentiful  at  Double  Locks, 
Countess  Weir,  Lime  Kilns,  Black  House,  Topsham 
Locks,  and  Turf,  the  two  latter  places  being  special 
resorts  for  Exonians  who  are  generally  "  in  the 
know."  The  fish  run  small,  but  are  in  great 
numbers,  and  in  and  out  fish  of  4lb.  to  21b.  and 
over  have  been  caught.  Minnows  and  worms  are 
the  lures  generally  successful,  but  when  the  white- 
bait are  procurable  at  Turf,  or  at  Topsham  Locks, 
from  Mr.  Dixon  or  Mr.  Warner,  the  fun  is.  fast  and 
furious. 

Roach  abound  everywhere,  but  they  are  so 
plentiful  and  small  in  size  that  only  the  old  and 
experienced  hands  fill  their  creels,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence pike  and  the  other  fish  are  most  fished  for. 

A  '.'w  miles  from  the  city  there  are  also  some 
fine  c  0  lortunities  for  the  coarse  fishing  angler,  and 
with  J  jur  kind  permission  I  M'ill  refer  to  these 
localities  in  a  future  article.  J.  A.  K. 


SALMON  AS  LEAPEES. 


When  a  strong  rapid  or  even  a  fall  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet  occurs  the  salmon  surmounts  the 
impediment  with  little  difficulty ;  but  when  the 
stream  is  deep  and  full  and  the  fall  considerable 
the  poor  fish  is  obliged  to  stop  and  appears  sadly 
puzzled.  It  soon  reconnoitres  in  all  directions  for 
a  passage,  and  even  leaps  out  of  the  water  apparently 
with  no  other  object  than  to  get  a  peep  from  a 
higher  position,  though  it  must  be  confessed,  from 
what  naturalists  tell  us,  the  structure  of  the  eye  is 
rather  against  this  supposition. 

Salmon  leaps  are  objects  of  great  curiosity  and 
interest.  There  are  many  more  in  Norway  and  in 
the  British  Islands  of  note  than  I  believe  are  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  There  is  a  famous  one  at 
Leixlip,  a  short  distance  from  Dublin,  where  I, 
with  many  scores  of  others,  impelled  with  curiosity 
like  myself,  have  many  a  time  stood  for  an  hour  or 
more  to  see  the  salmon  leap  the  fall.  The  river 
Liffey  runs  right  through  the  heart  of  that  historic 
old  city,  and  is  walled  on  either  side  as  a  canal  is. 
Into  this  the  whole  sewers  of  the  city  empty.  The 
tide  enters  from  the  Bay  of  Dublin  and  runs  up  a 
considerable  distance,  but  from  the  colour  of  the 
water,  as  one  looks  at  it  from  the  Quays,  as  they 
are  called,  thick  as  it  is  with  mud  and  muck  and 
filth,  one  would  say  no  fish  could  live  for  two 


minutes  in  it.  But  they  do.  The  salmon  run  this 
terrible  blockade  in  their  proper  season  and  success- 
fully reach  the  clear  pure  waters  above.  Poor  fish, 
having  undergone  this  suffocating  experience  and 
reached  the  more  limpid  element  beyond,  a  further 
ordeal  has  to  be  undergone — the  leaping  of  this  fall 
of  about  fifteen  feet. 

Two  other  most  remarkable  salmon  leaps  that  I 
have  seen  are  Ballyshannon  and  Coleraine  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  The  former  I  am  well  acquainted 
with. 

The  large  and  beautiful  lake.  Loch  Erne,  fifty 
miles  long  by  ten  or  twelve  broad,  pours  its  waters 
into  the  Atlantic  by  a  short  and  very  rapid  river, 
which,  after  an  impetuous  course  from  Belleek, 
and  a  last  fall  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  at  Bally- 
shannon, meets  the  tide  at  the  bottom  of  a  perpen- 
dicular limestone  rock.  The  open  sea  is  only  three 
miles  distant  from  the  fall,  and  in  early  summer 
innumerable  salmon  run  up  the  river  and  assemble 
in  "  the  pool,"  as  the  abyss  below  the  rock  is  called, 
checked  in  their  career  by  this  formidable  barrier. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  many  thousands  of 
salmon  are  here  collected,  waiting,  as  it  would 
almost  appear,  for  a  spring  tide  to  raise  the  water 
in  "the  pool"  and  make  the  leap  easier.  Here 
the  fish  are  taken  in  nets  in  great  numbers  and 
sent  to  the  London  market,  where,  from  their 
delightful  flavour,  for  which  the  Ballyshannon  fish 
are  noted,  they  command  high  prices.  Men,  how- 
ever, at  this  place  are  not  the  only  fishers.  Seals 
follow  the  salmon  from  the  sea  and  prey  upon 
them  in  "  the  pool,"  pursuing  them  with  greater 
speed  and  success  than  the  unwieldj'  appearance 
of  these  amphibious  creatures  would  lead  one  to 
expect.  They  are  often  seen  emerging  from  the 
froth  at  the  bottom  of  the  fall  with  salmon 
wriggling  in  their  mouths,  and  generally  by  the  aid 
of  sundry  well  directed  bullets  made  to  pay  the 
penalty  of  their  lives  for  thus  intruding  into  the 
preserve  of  the  lords  of  creation.  I  have  myself 
shot  several. 

During  spring  tides,  when  the  weather  is  fine, 
this  salmon  leap  attracts  a  great  number  of 
spectators — just  as  the  leap  on  the  Liffey  does,  and 
a  description  of  the  scene  will  answer  for  both. 
At  the  latter  place,  however,  the  fish  wait  for  a 
good  "  spate "  before  attempting  to  make  the 
ascent ;  here  they  depend  on  the  high  tides. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  watch  them.  As  the 
water  rises  the  fish  begin  to  leap,  perhaps  a  couple 
of  hundred  in  an  hour.  The  young  ones  very  often 
miscalculate  the  direction  they  should  take, 
leaping  perpendicularly  out  of  the  water,  and  of 
coui'se  falling  back  immediately.  But  the  older 
and  wiser  salmon,  many  of  which  doubtless  have 
been  up  before,  and  are  better  mathematicians, 
manage  differently. 

These  dart  to  the  crest  of  the  cataract  in  a  line 
with  the  curve  of  the  falling  mass  of  water,  and 
there  cling  for  some  seconds,  wriggling  themselves 
into  the  torrent.  In  this  very  difficult  position 
they  can  only  work  on  the  water  with  the  pectoral 
and  ventral  fins ;  the  force  of  their  powerful  tail, 
by  which  they  had  sprung  from  the  bottom,  being 
now  lost  in  beating  the  air.  Many,  notwithstand- 
ing, succeed,  dip  into  the  water  at  the  top  and 
shoot  up  the  river  ;  but  the  great  majority  fail  and 
after  a  gallant  struggle  are  tumbled  back  into  the 
pool. 

After  the  great  leap  up  a  fall  the  fish  rest  during 
several  hours  in  the  first  gentle  current  they  meet 
before  proceeding  further  on  their  journey.  It  is 
plain  that  the  distance  they  daily  travel  must 
depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  stream.  If  the 
river  is  rapid,  the  fish's  stages  must  be  short,  and 
vice  versa. 

The  salmon  leaps  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
are  many,  but  they  are  interesting  only  to  sports- 
men, for  they  are,  so  to  speak,  outside  the  pale  of 
civilisation,  while  those  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
Old  Country  are  almost  on  the  confines  of  big 
cities,  and  to  the  amusement -seekers,  especiallj'  on 
a  Sunday  afternoon,  the  exertions  of  the  salmon  to 
bound  over  the  falls  are  always  attractive. 

There  is  a  fine  salmon  leap  on  the  Gold  River  in  , 
Nova  Scotia,  about  thirteen  feet  high,  which  only 
during  a  very  heavy  freshet  can  be  surmounted  by 
the  fish.  It  has  no  equal  in  picturesqueness,  but 
it  is  seldom  visited,  because  it  is  situated  far  in 
the  wilds,  and  difficult  of  access.  To  see  the  fall 
when  the  water  is  low,  one  would  almost  swear 
salmon  never  went  over  such  a  place ;  but  I  have 
on  two  occasions,  after  a  continuance  of  very  heavy 
rains,  sat  on  the  bank  and  watched  them  leaping, 


January  11,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


21 


and  positively  enjoyed  ifc.  The  successful  jumpers, 
and  those  that  fell  short,  seemed  about  equally 
divided  the  last  time  I  was  there,  and  afforded  an 
opportunity  for  myself  and  my  companion  to  back 
the  "  next  salmon's  leap  "  for  small  sums,  which 
created  a  good  deal  of  fun  and  excitement  for 
us  both. 

Salmon  leaps  are  also  found  oq  the  Med  way 
River,  in  the  same  province,  but  they  are  not  very 
high  and  are  easily  surmounted  during  floods. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  instincts  of  salmon 
worthy  of  notice — namely,  their  invariable  habit  of 
returning  from  unknown  distances  and  depths  of 
ocean  to  the  streams  where  they  were  bred.  They 
may  be  forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  the  pursuit 
of  their  natural  enemies  into  the  mouth  of  a  strange 
river,  like  a  ship  driven  by  a  storm  to  a  hostile  port, 
but  the  vast  majorities  find  their  way  back  to  their 
native  waters,  unattractive  as  they  might  seem  on 
account  of  the  difficulties  they  experience  in  sur- 
mountmg  these  very  leaps  and  other  obstacles. 
Their  local  memory  would  appear  to  extend  to 
food  also,  and  probably  the  reasoa  they  take  the 
fly  so  well  on  first  leaving  the  sea,  where  they 
never  meet  with  one,  is  a  confused  recollection  of 
the  habits  of  their  youth. 

But  in  conclusion,  to  revert  for  one  moment  more 
to  their  leaping,  I  have  a  letter  by  me  from  a  friend 
who  was  last  year  in  Norway,  which  states  that  a 
fall  was  measured  there  out  of  curiosity,  where 
under  it  the  water  was  sounded  and  found  to  be 
but  eight  feet  deep,  and  to  the  top  of  the  fall  from 
the  surface  of  the  water  quite  seventeen  feet ;  and 
j'et  several  large  salmon  had  been  positiveh'  seen 
to  make  the  leap,  apparentlj'  easily,  for  they  went 
on  when  they  had  dipped  in  the  water  at'  the 
summit.  Is  not  this  splendid  leaping '? — Nepos  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


THE  LIFEBOAT  SEEVICES  OF  1901. 


"Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than 
war." — Milton. 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  from  the  report  of  the 
Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution  that  probably 
no  3'ear  in  the  last  half  century  has  been  freer 
from  gales  and  heavy  storms  than  "  the  year  that's 
awa',"  Almost  throughout  the  year  the  weather 
was  exceptionally  fine,  with  the  natural  result  that 
comparatively  few  calls  for  service  were  made  on 
the  Institution's  boats.  But  stUl  their  record  for 
1901  was  one  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud — 

The  Rescue  of  388  Human  Lives, 

besides  much  valuable  property,  15  vessels  having 
been  saved  from  total  or  partial  loss.  The  Institu- 
tion's boats  were  launched  281  times  on  service, 
but  many  times  the  crews  were  assembled  when 
it  was  found  that  their  services  were  happily  not 
required.  Rewards  were  also  granted  for  the  saving 
of  93  lives,  briuging  up  the  Institution's  record  for 
.1901  to  488,  with  a  grand  total  since  1824  of  43,188 
lives.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  Institution's 
fleet  of  287  lifeboats,  which  are  always  maintained 
in  the  most  splendid  state  of  efficiency,  is  not  kept 
up  without  great  expense,  and  all  those  who  admire 
pluck,  which  class,  of  course,  includes  every  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  should 

"Please  to  drop  a  shilling  in  their  little  tambourine,'' 

which  will  be  found  in  almost  every  railway  station, 
and  in  many  other  places,  in  the  shape  of  a  tin  model 
of  a  lifeboat,  or,  still  better,  send  a  larger  subscrip- 
tion to  Chas,  Dibden,  Esq.,  Secretary,  Royal 
National  Lifeboat  Institution,  14,  John-street, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C,  to  any  of  the  local  hon. 
secretaries  (the  hon.  secretary  here  is  the  Rev.  T. 
S.  Treanor,  The  Laurels,  Upper  Deal),  or  to  any 
banker  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  my  pleasure 
in  seeing  that  my  humble  article  on  the  lifeboats 
of  this  coast,  published  in  the  Christmas  number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  been  copied  into  other 
papers.  It  shows  two  good  things — firstly,  how 
very  widely  our  weekly  green-covered  friend  is  read, 
and,  secondly,  that  the  public  do  take  an  interest 
in  the  record  of  our  lifeboats  and  their  work,  an 
interest  which,  I  am  sure,  would  be  largely  increased 
in  any  one  who  could  have  shared  my  good  fortune 
in  seeing  our  brave  men  of  Kingsdown  and  Walmer 
bring  ashore  the  crew  of  the  Mersey  on  Dec.  28, 
when  the  sea  and  wind  were  so  terrible  that  almost 
before  the  lifeboat  with  the  ship's  crew  on  board 
had  reached  the  shore  the  Mersey  was  in  small 


pieces.  What  would  have  been  the  fate  of  Captain 
Olsen  and  his  men  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  timely 
aid  splendidly  rendered  it  is  not  hard  to  guess, 
neither  is  it  difficult  to  imagine  that  at  Grinistad, 
the  port  from  which  the  vessel  hailed,  there  must 
be  many  grateful  hearts  who  join  in  our  prayer^ 
God  Bless  the  Lifeboat  and  her  Crew  ! 

Charles  Hussev. 


BELLEEK—TROUT  FISHING 
EXTRAORDINAEY.* 


(Continued  from  page  7.) 

It  was  upon  this  flat  that  the  Captain  was  making 
the  preparations  for  his  seige.  His  resources  were 
but  small :  his  whole  materiel  consisted  of  an 
unlimited  supply  of  stones  and  of  about  six  feet 
of  eel-netting — a  fabric  stout  enough  to  hold  some 
hundred-weight  of  struggling  eels,  and  consequently 
not  very  likely  to  escape  the  quick  eye  of  a  trout 
under  the  glare  of  a  midday  sun.  But  the  Captain 
trusted  to  force  rather  than  to  artifice. 

This  net  had  been  stretched  across  the  deepest 
part  of  the  shoal  water,  propped  up  here  and  there 
by  triangles  of  sticks,  for  the  rock  was  much  too 
solid  to  admit  of  their  being  planted  into  the 
bottom ;  and  the  Captain  on  one  side  and  the 
Scholar  on  the  other,  each  with  his  train  of  amateur 
followers,  were  building  up  two  loose  stone  walls, 
one  from  each  bank,  slanting  inwards  and  gradually 
narrowing  the  space  till  they  reached  the  two  ends 
of  the  net.  Two  large  heaps  of  similar  stones,  by 
way  of  ammunition,  were  collected,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  neck,  where  the  fish  were  still  lying  in 
beautiful  unconsciousness,  and  every  now  and  then 
testifying  at  once  their  presence  and  their  contempt 
by  rising  gently  at  some  stray  wall-fly. 

"  Now,  boys,  out  of  the  water  with  you  !  "  said 
the  Captain  ;  "  keep  all  quiet  here,  but  get  your 
stones  ready,  and  heave  when  I  tell  you." 

And  while  he  and  the  Scholar  took  their  places 
at  each  end  of  the  net,  on  their  hands  and  knees 
in  the  water,  crouching  behind  the  wall  they  had 
been  building,  their  followers,  to  the  number  of 
some  twenty  or  thirty  (for  many  idlers  had  dropped 
in  from  the  fair),  crept  quietly  up  on  each  side  of 
the  neck. 

"  Ready,  boys  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 
"  All  ready  !  "  was  the  answer. 
"  Then  heave  together  !  " 

And  an  avalanche  of  stones  came  thundering  into 
the  neck  of  the  eel-weir. 

Two  shadows  glanced  like  lightning  across  the 
sunny  slab  ;  and  as  the  Captain  and  the  Scholar  at 
once  precipitated  themselves  on  the  net  and  pinned 
it  to  the  bottom  two  glorious  fish  were  seen  strug- 
gling in  its  folds. 

"Upon  my  word.  Captain,"  said  the  Squire, 
"  you  will  make  a  very  tidy  poacher,  after  all ! 
You  are  a  promising  youth  ;  I  have  great  hopes  of 
you.  I  do  not  think  your  fish  will  weigh  less  than 
five  pounds  apiece ;  they  will  make  a  good  dinner 
for  us  up  the  river." 

"  Lucky  for  you  to  have  such  a  genius  among 
you  !  "  said  the  Captain  ;  "  for  I  suspect  it's  little 
else  you  will  catch  before  the  sun  goes  down." 

"  Off  with  you  and  get  yomr  dry  things  on  !  " 
said  the  Parson  ;  "  it  is  time  we  were  afloat.  Come 
back  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  you  will  find  us  and 
the  boats  somewhere  between  the  islands." 

But  the  Squire  also  had  some  preparations  to 
make,  and  the  three  returned  with  their  prizes  to 
the  inn,  while  the  Parson  and  his  boatman,  Slievan, 
lounged  down  to  the  pool  of  Belleek,  where  the 
boats  were  waiting  them. 

The  pool  of  Belleek  is  the  deep,  Stillwater  above 
Rose  Island  and  its  rapids.  It  is  generally  full  of 
fish,  who  have  now  surmounted  every  fall  and  rapid 
of  the  lower  river,  and  love  to  rest  and  enjoy  them- 
selves, as  the  manner  of  their  tribe  is,  as  soon  as 
the  difficulties  are  overcome. 

It  is  not,  however,  a  very  favourite  place  for 
catching  :  it  is  so  still  throughout  and  so  glassy 
that  it  requires  a  dull  day  and  a  stiff  breeze,  and 
very  fine  fishing  into  the  bargain. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  whole  pool  was  alive 
with  leaping  salmon,  splashing  out  of  the  stream, 
throwing  themselves  a  yard  above  the  surface,  and 
glancing  through  it  like  water-rockets.  A  salmon 
river  is  never  seen  to  such  advantage  as  when  the 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  f^nd  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.G, 


fish  are  sporting,  as  it  is  called ;  but  it  is  a  sight 
execrated  by  the  fisherman,  for  it  is  an  incon- 
trovertible maxim  that  a  sporting  fish  is  never  a 
feeding  fish. 

The  Parson,  however,  had  expected  no  better 
from  the  character  of  the  day,  and  was  sitting  idly 
in  the  stern  of  the  boat  watching  their  gambols, 
when  among  them  his  quick  eye  detected  the 
round,  broad  bubble  of  a  true  rise. 

"  That  fish  is  feeding,  Slievan  I  shove  out  and  let 
go  the  killick  in  the  middle  of  the  stream.  I  will 
try  that  fellow  with  the  trout-tackle." 

The  boat  was  shoved  out  accordingly,  and 
anchored  some  twenty  yards  abo\  e  the  fish  ;  but  in 
vain  did  the  Parson  cast  his  flies  across  the  rise, 
though,  with  his  light  tackle,  they  fell  like  thistle- 
down. Possibly  the  sun  might  have  been  too  bright 
— possibly  the  fish  might  have  been  ashamed  of 
being  so  unfashionable  as  to  rise  at  all — possibly 
the  rise  at  a  time  so  unusual  might  have  been 
caused  by  some  object  of  unparalleled  attraction 
which  the  flies  could  not  imitate  ;  but  the  feeding 
fish  rose  no  more,  though  the  sporting  salmon 
would  throw  themselves  across  the  line  and  over 
it  and  all  round  the  boat  as  if  they  meant  to  jump 
into  it. 

The  Parson  soon  ceased  to  whip  for  the  fish,  and 
began  to  throw  his  fly  at  the  leaves  and  sticks  that 
floated  past,  partly  by  way  of  practice,  but  in  a 
great  measure  from  sheer  idleness,  and,  as  his 
companions  were  long  in  making  their  appearance, 
was  fast  sinking  into  a  musing  mood,  when  his 
attention  was  attracted  by  an  unusual  stir  on  the 
shore.  • 

"  What  is  the  matter  now,  Slievan  ?  " 

"  It  is  a  faction  fight,  your  reverence.  Barney 
Maguire  has  got  the  eel- weir,  and  Tommy  M'Manus 
says  that  the  old  man  left  him  the  lease  of  it, 
and  that  Barney  has  burnt  the  will ;  so  it's  settled 
they  were  to  wait  till  the  fair-day  and  then  get 
their  people  together  and  fight  it  out  peaceably. ' 

"  Upon  my  word,"  said  the  Parson,  "  that  is  a 
good  cheap  Court  of  Chancery  they  have  chosen  ! 
Well,  I  am  glad  we  have  got  a  seat  in  the  court. 
Let  us  sit  down  and  watch  their  pleadings," 

It  was,  indeed,  very  edifying  to  see  the  regular, 
business-like,  systematic  manner  in  which  the  whole 
affair  was  arranged :  the  spot  had  been  selected 
with  great  judgment ;  the  space  between  the  fort  and 
the  river  was  just  wide  enough  to  fight  comfortably 
upon,  without  giving  too  much  room  for  straggling 
and  independent  fighting,  which  is  much  the  most 
dangerous  part  of  an  Irish  row.  The  stone  parapets 
of  the  fort  afforded  admirable  accommodation  to 
any  number  of  spectators,  while  the  ditch  obviated 
the  smallest  possibility  of  their  being  incommoded 
or  in  any  way  involved  in  the  fray,  Jlany  of  the 
men  were  helping  their  wives  or  sweethearts  to 
scramble  up  the  scarp  and  to  secure  good  places 
for  seeing  ;  while  in  the  front  the  two  leaders,  the 
plaintiff  M'Manus  and  the  defendant  Maguire,  were 
waiting  patiently  till  the  preliminary  arrangements 
had  been  completed,  and  were  standing,  not  a  dozen 
yards  apart,  each  surrounded  by  some  half-dozen 
of  his  most  trusty  followers,  to  whom,  apparently, 
he  was  giving  directions.  It  was  a  regular  judicial 
combat,  and  carried  on,  as  in  mediaeval  times,  with 
Beauty  the  judge,  and  perhaps  the  reward,  of 
valour. 

By  degrees  the  crowd  had  separated  iuto  two 
groups,  facing  north  and  south,  with  their  leaders 
in  the  front ;  and  at  a  given  signal — with  Whoo  I 
and  Whoop  !  and  Hooroosh  ! — they  rushed  together. 
For  ten  minutes  all  was  noise  and  confusion  and 
clattering  of  sticks,  without  much  hurt  on  either 
side.  It  is  not  in  these  melees  that  deadly  wounds 
are  given  or  received :  the  fighters  are  too  much 
pressed  together  to  be  able  to  give  a  fair  downright 
stroke  ;  .so  many  sticks,  too,  are  moving  at  once, 
that  it  is  hard  if  one  does  not  catch  the  blow, 
however  well  aimed.  Now  and  then,  perhaps,  a 
man  dropped,  and  was  dragged  out  or  crawled  out 
himself,  as  the  battle  swayed  backwards  and  for- 
wards ;  but  after  staring  stupidly  about  him  for  a 
minute  or  so,  he  spat  in  his  hand,  grasped  his  stick, 
and  went  at  it  again.  A  few  of  the  older  and 
steadier  women  now  and  then  tried  to  lead  off'  a 
husband  or  a  brother  without  any  great  success : 
but  this  was  by  no  means  the  feeling  of  the 
majority,  even  of  the  women  ;  arid  there  was  quite 
enough  of  waving  of  aprons  and  neckerchiefs, 
clapping  of  hands,  and  screams  of  encouragement 
from  the  battlements  above. 

"  Your  reverence,  might  I  just  go  on  shore  ?  " 
said  Slievan. 
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"What  on  earth  do  you  want  on  shore?"  said 
jhe  Parson,  who,  as  he  happened  just  then  to  be 
sittmg  on  the  boat's  painter,  was  an  effectual 
obstacle  to  the  killick's  being  weighed  without  his 
consent.  "  Svurely  you  do  not  want  to  fight ! 
What  on  earth  do  you  care  for  Maguire  or 
M'Manus  '?  They  are  no  kin  of  yours,  nor  friends 
neither,  that  I  know." 

"  Ah,  no  !  your  reverence  ;  but  nobody  likes  to 
see  the  sticks  going  and  be  doing  nothing,"  said 
Slievan,  con^lsively  gripping  the  boat-hook. 

"  Sit  down  and  be  quiet,  you  stupid  fool,  and  be 
thankful  that  there  is  a  wiser  head  than  yours  in 
the  boat ! " 

By  this  time  victory  had  begun  to  declare  itself. 
The  battle,  which  hitherto  had  swayed  pretty 
equally  to  the  north  and  south  alternately,  as 
either  party  had  mustered  their  strength,  or,  rousing 
their  courage,  had  executed  a  fresh  charge,  now 
took  a  decided  leaning  towards  the  latter  quarter. 
Some  of  the  Maguires  began  to  look  behind  them, 
some  began  to  stand  by  to  take  breath  ;  and  though, 
excited  by  the  screaming  encouragement  of  the 
women,  they  turned  and  fought  again,  yet  inch  by 
inch  they  lost  ground,  till  at  once,  with  a  loud  and 
simultaneous  yell,  they  broke  and  fled. 

But  there  was  little  or  no  pursuit,  and  no  apparent 
vindictiveness :  the  victors  stood  in  groups,  leaning 
on  their  sticks,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  spectators  ; 
the  vanquished  slunk  quietly  away,  while  some 
half-dozen  M'Manuses  came  leaping  and  hoorooing 
along  the  eel-weir,  which  had  been  the  scene  of 
the  Captain's  exploits  that  mornmg,  took  up  and 
carefully  folded  the  Maguires'  nets  (which  after- 
wards they  sent  honestly  to  the  beaten  chieftain), 
while  they  quietly  substituted  their  own,  which 
had  previously  been  brought  and  deposited  on  the 
ground,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  success. 

"  And  so  ends  the  suit  of  M'Manus  v.  Maguire," 
said  the  Squire,  who,  with  his  party,  had  taken 
the  first  opportunity  to  cross  the  battlefield,  the 
fight  having  hitherto  cut  them  off  from  the 
rendezvous. 

"  Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  I  should  think 
with  damages!"  added  the  Parson,  laughing,  as 
he  shoved  the  boat  to  the  shore. 

"  I  should  rather  imagine  that  each  party  paid 
his  own  costs,"  said  the  Captain. 

"  Well,  well,  neither  costs  nor  damages  are  very 
heavy  this  time — half-a-dozen  broken  heads  and  a 
cut  eye  or  two,  and  that  is  pretty  much  the  whole 
of  it." 

"  Cheap  law  !  "  said  the  Captain. 

'■  Cheap  law  is  frequent  law,"  said  the  Parson. 
"  There  will  be  an  appeal  entered  against  this 
decision  on  the  next  fair-day.  if  not  before ;  and 
these  fights  do  not  always  end  without  bloodshed." 

'•  Colonel  Hamilton  Smith,  in  that  extremely 
learned  and  very  particularly  dry  book  of  his,"  said 
the  Captain,  "  shows  clearly  that  the  Celtic  races 
may  be  known  at  once  by  the  extra  thickness  of  their 
skulls.  It  is  a  sort  of  special  dispensation  of  Pro- 
vidence ;  like  the  thick  fur  of  the  northern  animals, 
it  adapts  them  to  their  condition  of  life." 

"  We  are  to  understand  then,"  said  the  Squire, 
'•  that  in  breaking  his  neighbour's  head  Paddy  is 
only  fulfilling  his  mission?  " 

"  Well,  I  should  hope  so,"  said  the  Parson,  "  for 
fight  he  will,  at  all  events.  It  was  as  much  as  I 
could  do  just  now  to  keep  Slievan  here  from 
jumping  overboard  to  join  the  fray  ;  and  one  would 
like  to  convince  one's  self  that  in  so  doing  he  was 
only  performing  his  duty  in  that  state  of  life  in 
which  he  was  placed." 

[Concluded.] 
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{Continued  from  page  5.) 
CHATTER  II. 

MAKING  AQUARIA. 

It  appears  more  difficult  to  make  an  aquarium 
than  it  really  is.  Even  a  tank  like  Fig.  6,  though 
it  is  less  easy  to  construct  than  most  of  the  aquaria 
mentioned  in  Chapter  L,  is  not  beyond  the  powers 


of  the  ordinary  amateur  mechanic.  Of  course  it 
will  require  some  little  skill,  care,  and  patience  ; 
but  when  it  is  properly  made  it  will  not  only  be 


Fig.  10.  Iron  Block. 

A.  Side  View_;:B,  End  View  ;  C,  Standing  on  its  End. 

useful  as  an  aquarium,  but  also,  if  wished,  it  can, 
at  some  future  time  be  turned  into  either  a  fernery 
or  a  vivarium. 

The  materials  which  will  be  required  for  its 
construction  are  zinc,  solder,  cement,  and  plate- 
glass.  The  tools  necessary  are  an  old  tenon-saw, 
square,  hammer,  soldering-iron,  and  a  pair  of 
scissors  made  for  cutting  sheet  metal ;  but  besides 
these  a  few  blocks  must  be  prepared.  The 
amateur  can  either  make  the  bloclis  himself  or  he 
can  get  them  made  at  a  trifling  cost.  I  will  de- 
scribe them  in  the  order  in  which  they  will  be 


Fig.  11.  Steel  Bar. 

required.  Fig.  10  shows  an  iron  block.  Gin.  long, 
having  a  U-shaped  groove  down  its  centre.  The 
groove  is  -^in.  wide  and  |in.  deep.  The  holes  at 
each  end  of  the  block  are  for  the  screws  which 
fasten  it  firmly  to  the  bench.  It  will  not  only  be 
useful  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  made, 
but  at  any  time  it  will  be  serviceable  as  a  small 
anvil  for  straightening  nails  and  the  like.  Fig.  11 
represents  a  steel  bar  a  little  less  than  iin.  in 
diameter,  and  a  little  longer  than  the  aquarium  is 


A  B 

Fig.  12.  Wood  Block. 
A,  Side  View';  B,  End  View. 

intended  to  be.  Figs.  12  and  13  illustrate  blocks 
made  of  some  hard  wood.  That  in  Fig.  12  ought 
to  be  not  less  than  6in.  long,  and  the  groove  in  it 
should  be  at  least  lin.  deep,  and  just  broad  enough 
to  receive  a  double  thickness  of  zinc.    The  latter 


A 

Fig.  13.  Wood  Block. 

A,  Side  View  ;  B,  End  View. 

has  a  groove  exactly  the  same  size  as  that  in  the 
iron  block  (Fig.  10).  Fig.  14  is  made  of  hard  wood, 
faced  with  two  iron  plates.  The  groove  in  this 
block  must  equal  that  of  the  iron  block  (Fig.  10), 
and  the  iron  plates  should  be  just  far  enough  apart 
to  receive  a  double  thickness  of  zinc.  Besides 
these  blocks  an  ordinary  mitre-block  will  be  useful, 
and  all  of  them  are  more  or  less  necessary,  not 
only  for  the  preparation  of  the  zinc  framework  of 


Fig.  14.  Ieon-faced  Block. 
A,  Side  View  ;  B,  End  View  ;  C,  Face  View 

this  particular  aquarium,  but  also  for  other  aquaria 
of  a  much  easier  make.  The  zinc  should  be  moder- 
ately stout — -that  is,  about  No.  12  gauge. 

Having  decided  upon  the  dimensions  of  the  tank 
now  about  to  be  made,  cut  four  strips  of  zinc  its 
exact  length,  four  its  exact  breadth,  and  four  its 
exact  height.  Each  piece  ought  to  be  2^in.  wide. 
Now  take  a  strip  of  zinc,  mark  a  line  down  its 


centre,  and  place  it  upon  the  iron  block  (Fig.  10), 
the  line  marked  on  the  zinc  being  exactly  over  the 
middle  of  the  groove  and  running  lengthwise  with 
it.  Then  take  the  steel  bar  (Fig.  11)  by  the  handle 
in  the  left  hand,  hold  the  rod  part  of  it  exactly 
over  the  line  marked  on  the  zinc  (and  which,  of 


FiG.  15. 


Fig.  16. 


course,  will  be  over  the  centre  of  the  groove  in  the 
block),  and,  with  the  hammer  in  the  right  hand, 
drive  the  bar  and  the  zinc  home  into  the  groove, 
and  about  Gin.  of  the  strip  of  zinc  will  be  bent  into 
the  shape  of  Fig.  15  ;  bend  the  rest  of  the  strip  in 
this  way,  then  press,  by  means  of  a  pair  of  pincers 
(Fig.  16),  the  zinc  tightly  round  the  steel  bar. 
When  this  has  been  done  evenly  and  carefully' 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  strip,  put  the  flat 
part  of  the  zinc  into  the  narrow  groove  of  the  block 
Fig  12,  the  bar  not  having  been  withdrawn. 

Take  the  block  Fig.  13,  place  it  over  the  tubing 
now  formed  in  the  zinc,  and  by  striking  it  (the 
block)  with  a  hammer  rectify  any  inequality  which 
may  have  appeared  in  the  moulding.  Separate  the 
steel  bar  from  the  zinc  and  slide  the  latter,  tubing 


Fig.  17. 


Fig.  18. 

Shape  op  Zinc  Moulding. 


downwards,  into  the  iron-faced  block  (Fig.  14). 
Then  with  a  chisel  or  other  like  tool  open  the 
flat  portion  of  the  zinc  now  facing  upwards  until 
it  forms  as  nearly  as  possible  a  right  angle  (Fig.  17). 
When  this  has  been  done,  withdraw  the  moulding 
from  the  block,  and  it  should  now  have  assumed 
the  shape  of  Fig.  18.  If  the  edges  be  found  to  be 
not  quite  straight  and  true,  they  may  easily  be 
made  so  by  hammering  them  on  a  side  of  the 
mitre-block. 

Bend  all  the  other  strips  in  the  same  way,  and 
then  take  two  of  them  the  length  of  the  proposed 


Fig.  19.  Four  Pieces  ov  Zinc  Moulding  Joined 
Together,  thus  forming  either  the  Top  or  the  Bottom 
of  Frame  for  Aquarium. 

aquarium  and  two  of  its  breadth,  and  mitre  them 
together.  The  mitre  cuts  can  readily  be  made  by 
means  of  an  old  tenon-saw  and  an  ordinary  mitre- 
block.  Having  fixed  them 
in  position  (Fig.  19) ,  solder 
the  corners  neatly  and 
firmly  together,  taking 
'  care  to  hsb\e  the  flat 
A  portions  of  the  moulding 

Fig.  20.  Position  of  Zinc  Perfectly  square— that  is, 
Moulding  when  Framed.  edge  perpendicular 
and  the  other  perfectly 
horizontal  (Fig.  20).  This  will  be  for  the  bottom 
of  the  aquarium. 

(To  be  continued.) 

The  Gloucester  Railway  Carriage  and  Wagon  Com- 
pany, Limited,  of  Gloucester,  issue  a  very  useful  and 
well  arranged  Diary  for  1902.  It  is  a  compact  little 
volume  of  a  size  convenient  for  the  pocket.  The 
"  Notes  for  Visitors  to  Gloucester  "  are  interesting,  and 
the  "  Directors'  Calendar,"  p.  70,  will  be  useful  to 
many  business  men. 
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THE  ANATOMY  OF  SOUND. 


HOW  TO  BREAK  CHARING  CROSS  BRIDGE 
WITH  A  PEASHOOTER. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  resonance,  and  why  do 
some  sounds  strike  us  as  agreeable  and  some  as 
disagreeable  '?  These  two  questions  from  Professor 
Fleming's  viva  voce  examination  of  the  youthful 
audience  at  the  Royal  Institution  lectures  would 
probably  find  only  a  small  percentage  of  answers 
among  a  much  maturer  assembly ;  and  it  says  a 
great  deal  for  Professor  Fleming's  extraordinary 
adaptability  that  probably  nearly  all  who  listened 
to  his  fourth  lecture  on  "  waves  "  came  away  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  4,  able  to  answer  them.  He  first 
showed  by  means  of  swinging  pendulums,  by  elastic 
springs,  and  by  a  striji  of  thin  planking,  that  every- 
thing which  vibrates  has  its  proper  period  of  vibra- 
tion— just  as  a  pendulum  must  always  swing  in  the 
same  time,  however  hard  it  is  propelled  or  however 
high  it  swings.  Then  he  showed  by  practical 
experiment  that  if  the  pendulum  was  impelled  at 
proper  intervals — at  intervals,  that  is  to  say,  corre- 
sponding to  its  proper  period  of  vibration — it  was 
easy  to  add  to  the  amplitude  of  its  motion ;  but 
that  if  any  one  tried  to  urge  the  pendulum  forward 
at  uncertain  intervals  the  effort  was  wasted.  In  the 
same  way  a  thin  plank  stuck  out  from  the  wall 
might  be  rapidly  hammered  with  a  wooden  mallet, 
and  would  survive  these  shocks ;  but  if  the  plank 
was  set  vibrating  and  a  touch  v/as  administered  to 
it  every  time  it  came  up  to  its  upper  limit  of 
vibration,  then  presently  the  plank  broke  under 
the  strain.  "  Everything  had  its  proper  period  of 
vibration,"  said  Professor  Fleming,  and  added  a 
very  happy  illustration.  "If  a  boy  with  a  pea- 
shooter were  to  aim  at  Charing  Cross  Bridge  he 
could,  if  he  were  persevering  enough  and  had 
sufficient  peas,  break  it  down — by  always  timing 
his  pea  to  hit  the  bridge  when  it  swung  forward 
under  the  impulse  given  to  it  by  previous  peas. 
For  the  same  reason  soldiers,  when  walking  across 
a  suspension  bridge,  are  told  not  to  march  in  step, 
lest  the  tramp,  tramp  of  their  regular  marching 
should  by  chance  be  keeping  time  with  the  proper 
period  of  vibration  of  the  bridge."  Upon  this  basis 
Professor  Fleming  built  a  superstructure  of  the 
theory  of  organ  pipes,  showing  how  a  column  of 
air  had  always  its  proper  period  of  vibration.  First 
he  showed  that  a  tuning  fork  held  over  a  column 
of  air  in  a  big  test  tube  could  so  set  that  column  of 
ail'  in  motion  that  the  note  of  the  tuning  fork, 
hitherto  inaudible,  became  magnified  into  audibility 
by  the  resonant  vibrations  of  the  air  column — a 
result  not  to  be  attained  unless  the  column  of  air 
were  of  the  proper  height,  and  immediately  lost  if, 
for  instance,  the  column  was  made  shorter  by 
pouring  water  into  the  test  tube.  Passing  from 
this  point,  he  explained  why  organ  pipes  gave  out 
different  notes  ;  and  in  a  very  pretty  experiment, 
arranged  by  letting  a  tiny  tambourine  down  an 
organ  tube,  showed  the  points  in  the  tube,  its  top 
and  its  bottom,  where  the  ah-  was  vibrating.  This 
part  of  the  lecture  may  be  said  to  have  ended  with 
the  explanation  of  the  resonance  produced  by  the 
column  of  air  in  the  "  sounding  box  "  of  a  violin, 
and  with  a  demonstration  furnished  by  the  new 
Stroh  violin  that  it  was  possible  to  find  a  substitute 
for  the  wooden  "  sounding  box."  The  second  part 
of  the  lecture  was  a  remarkably  clear  exposition  of 
Helmholtz's  theory  of  the  assonance  of  sound  waves 
— an  explanation  which  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
make  briefer  than  Professor  Fleming's  own  state- 
ment. But,  putting  his  explanation  merely  as  a 
statement,  the  reason  for  the  pleasant  or  unpleasant 
nature  of  sounds  lies  in  the  speed  of  "  intervals  " 
in  combined  sound  waves.  A  simple  sound  wave 
consists  of  a  regular  wavy  line  of  so  many  vibrations 
a  second.  If  another  sound  wave  is  joined  to  this 
the  humps  of  the  combined  wave,  and  the  depres- 
sion, must  become  altered  in  shape  and  in  periodicity. 
If  these  humps  only  occur  as  many  as  eight  or  nine 
times  a  second  the  sound  is  agreeable.  If  the 
humps  become  very  frequent  the  combined  note  or 
compound  wave  produces  a  disagreeable  sensation 
on  the  ear. — Daily  Graphic. 

[How  old  would  the  boy  be  when  the  bridge  fell '? 
Mr.  Grant  and  admirers  of  his  vibration  rod  should 
make  a  note  of  this  article. — Ed.] 
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Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogde  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


THE  ANIMALS  OF  ^.SOP.^ 


T^jEsdp's  Fables  adapted  and  pictured  by  Joseph 
J.  Mora,  illustrated.  There  was  a  little  boy  who 
learned  to  love  ^Esop  and  his  wonderful  stories,  and 
to  believe  thoroughly  in  the  deformed,  kindly 
philosopher.  Then  one  day  some  one  told  him 
there  had  never  been  a  "  really  truly  "  A'lsop  ;  he 
was  a  myth.  The  boy  was  sorely  troubled,  and  no 
comfort  came  to  him  until  the  happy  day  when  he 
was  privileged  to  enter  Animaldom,  and  there 
heard  Pan  Junior  tell  to  all  the  animals  that 
listened  eagerly  the  same  old  stories  he  knew  so 
well.    "  Some  were  scarcely  changed,  and  though 


the  expression  on  Old  Tommy  Katz's  face,  who  is 
beginning  to  lose  his  temper  because  he  has  not 
caught  any  fish,  is  admirable  in  its  suggestion  of 
the  emotions  that  disturb  the  luckless  angler  who 
at  last  has  a  "  bite." 


THE  FAMOUS  "  BOKE  OF 
S.  ALBANS." 


A  FIFTEENTH  CENTURY  BOOK  ON  SPORT. 

Miss  Mary  Dormer   Harris  contributes  the 
following  interesting  article  to  a  recent  number  of 
our  most  interesting  contemporary 
"  Literatm-e  " : 

The  Englishman  of  the  Middle 
Ages  loved,  as  his  descendants 
love  now,  all  pastimes  that  bring 
the  touch  of  the  wind  upon  the 


'  He  was  .just  commencing  to  Lose  His  Temper,  when  he  felt  a  Tcg, 

AND  OUT  HUMMED  THE  LiNE."  [ ProHi  •' JniH.dU  "/ -fsuj'-" 


the  pith  was  the  same,  the  covering  had  been  com- 
pletely altered  in.  others."  What  Pan  Junior  told 
is  repeated  for  all  other  little  boys — and  girls  as 
well — in  this  handsome,  beautifully  illustrated 
book.  Extremely  quaint,  dry,  and  amusing  is  Mr. 
Mora's  rendering  of  the  famous  fables,  which,  in 
their  modern  form  and  language,  will  afford  endless 
enjoyment  to  children.  They  should,  too,  imbibe 
wisdom  from  them,  which  should  be  of  value  to 
them  later  on.  The  many  illustrations — several  of 
which  are  coloured — are  very  humorous  and  fanci- 
ful, and  there  is  a  suggestion  of  character  and 
individuality  in  the  drawing  of  the  numerous 
animals  that  is  very  striking.  The  illustration  to 
"  The  Angler  and  the  Little  Fish,"  for  instance ; 

*  London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Limited. 


cheek  and  call  for  endurance  and  the  display  of 
bodily  strength  and  skill. 
Manhood  I  am,  therefore  I  me  delyght 
To  hunt  and  hawke,  to  nourish  up  and  fade 
The  greyhounds  to  the  course,  the  bawke  to  th' 
flight, 

And  to  bestryde  a  good  and  lusty  stede, 
says  the  gallant  in  the  verses  of  Sur  Thomas 
j\Xore— verses  that  are  none  the  less  modern  in 
spirit,  though  the  language  is  that  of  a  bygone 
world.  If  war  was  the  serious  occupation,  hawking 
and  the  chase  formed  the  pleasure,  and  heraldry — 
for  his  pride  in  his  house  and  lineage  was  great— 
the  one  science  of  the  gentleman  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  Though  mcredibly  ignorant  in  many 
matters,  he  was  w^ell  insti-ucted  in  the  technicalities 
of  the  pursuits  and  pastimes  of  his  class.  A 
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"  gentleman,"  he  was  taught,  can  be  known  from 
a  "churl"  by  his  acquaintance  with  the  "  kindly 
terms"  that  belong  to  the  chase,  and  it  was  to 
help  him  to  this  and  kindred  knowledge  of 
practical  utility  that  an  obscure  printer  compiled 
in  1486  a  volume,  which,  as  the  thick-coming  later 
editions  plainly  show  us,  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  books  of  the  age.  The  "Boke  of  S. 
Albans,"  so-called  from  the  place  where  it  first 
saw  the  light  in  type,  is  a  collection  of  treatises  on 
hunting,  hawking,  and  heraldry.  In  its  original 
form  the  volume  is  extremely  rare  and  almost 
priceless ;  indeed,  in  1882,  an  imperfect  copy  sold 
for  600  guineas.  The  authorship  of  the  book  has 
long  been  attributed— at  first  with  certainty,  but 
latterly  with  hesitation  —  to  Juliana  Berners, 
Prioress  of  Sopwell  Nunnery,  in  the  county  of 
Herts. 

There  is  little  of  the  nun  about  Dame  Juliana 
save,  perhaps,  some  sHght  tinge  of  the  school 
mistress.  This  forerunner  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  and 
Maria  Edgeworth  compiled— whether  as  part  author 
or  as  mere  scribe  we  cannot  tell— a  rhymed  treatise 
on  "  Hunting,"  evidently  intended  as  a  child's  lesson 
book,  after  which  small  performance  she  vanishes 
into  the  unknown.  Her  name,  indeed,  was  saved 
from  oblivion  by  her  printer,  who  did  not  preserve 
his  own,  being  merely  known  to  Wynkyn  de  Worde 
as  "  our  sometime  schoolmaster  of  "S.  Albans." 
While  Caxton  was  delighting  his  patrons  at  the 
"red  pale"  at  Westminster  with  the  marvels  of 
the  new  discovery,  this  obscure  schoolmaster  was 
doing  his  best  with  a  discarded  fount  from  the 
Westminster  press  to  print  off  such  books  as  he 
thought  suited  to  the  general  need.  Eight-  works 
in  all  have  been  traced  to  this  provincial  typo- 
grapher;  kix  are  in  Latin,  for  the  schoolmaster 
must  have  had  a  scholarly  clientele,  and  two 
including  the  "  Boke,"  in  English. 

The  question,  "Who  wrote  'The  Boke  of  S 
Albans'  ?  "  would  be  as  difficult  to  answer  as  the 
question  "  Who  printed  it  ?  "     Mr.  Blades,  its 
latest  editor,  would  have  us  believe  that  Dame 
Juliana  is  little  more  than  "  the  shadow  of  a  great 
name."    She  seems  within  an  ace  of  being  relegated 
to  the  limbo  of  the  demigods  and  heroes,  the  record 
of  whose  doings,  so  real  to  us  in  our  childish  days, 
we  are  sometimes  told  may  have  originated  in  the 
sun-myth.    The  only  circumstance  that  points  to 
the  fact  that  Dame  Juliana  did  actually  once  draw 
breath  in  this  world  of  ours  is  that  both  the  school- 
master and  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  who  afterwards 
printed  the  book,  evidently  believed  that  she  had  a 
hand  in  the  treatise  on  hunting.    This  division  of 
the  "Boke  "  ends  with  the  following  colophon 
"Explicit  Dam  Julyans  Barnes  in  her  boke  of 
huntyng."    In  Wynkyn  de  Worde's  edition,  printed 
ten  years  later,  the  reading  slightly  varies.  Here 
we  have :— "  Explicit  dame  .Julyans  Bernes  doctryne 
m  her  boke  of  huntynge."    This  is  all  the  con- 
temporary evidence  that   is  available  upon  the 
subject.     Two  early  printers  attribute— in  what 
sense  cannot  be  said  with  any  certainty— a  book  on 
hunting  to  a  lady  named  Juhana  Barnes  or  Bernes. 
Her  biography  is  summed  up  by  Mr.  Blades  in  the 
following  words:— "She   probably  lived   at  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  she  possibly 
compiled  from  existing  MSS.  some  rhymes  on 
huntmg."     Yet   this   meagre   and  hypothetical 
statement  is  all  that  we  have  for  the  foundation 
of  the  life  history  of  one  of  the  first  English 
authoresses. 

There  are,  however,  two  early  traditions  which 
biographers  have  freely  incorporated  into  subsequent 
accounts  of  the  supposed  authoress.  The  first  is 
that  she  was  of  the  noble  family  of  Berners  of 
Eodmg-Berners,  in  Essex,  and  the  second  that  she 
held  the  position  of  Prioress  of  Sopwell  Nunnery 
in  the  county  of  Herts.  Undoubtedly  the  Berners 
family  were  people  of  note  in  the  fourteenth  or 
fifteenth  centuries ;  and  a  few  ruins  still  mark  the 
place  where  Sopwell  once  stood,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  St.  Albans  Abbey,  hard  by  the  pleasant  little 
river  Ver;  but  concernmg  "  Mistress  Barnes  "—as 
her  modern  biographer  likes  to  call  her— the 
authentic  Berners  pedigrees  are  silent,  nor  does  the 
list  of  the  Sopwell  Prioresses  record  her  name 
Lhis;^  latter -fact  would  be  quite  convincing  if  we 
Q<>uad;be  sure  that  the  list  was  perfect,  but  it  is  a 
w  *f^u  y^^'^   1426,  in  which  Letitia 

I'^on^-'^  succeeded  to  the  Prioress's  dignity, 
and  1480  m  which  the  aged  Joan  Chappell  was  set 
aside;  so  that  there  is  still  a  loophole  for  us,  and 
W6  may  imagine  Juliana  a  successor  of  Letitia  and 
r>»edecessor  of  Joan. 


Like  a  good  many  specimens  of  early  printers' 
work  the  "  Boke  of  S.  Albans  "  is  shown  by  internal 
evidence  to  be  a  compilation  from  various  MSS. 
This  fact  silences  the  Dame's  claim  to  sole  and 
original  authorship.  Even  the  tractate  on  hunting, 
the  part  which  the  printer  attributes  directly  to  her, 
^  ?r  of  tlie  unity  of  plan  characteristic 

of  the  work  of  a  single  author.    The  two  distinct 
parts  of  which  it  is  composed  betray  a  separate 
origin,  and  the  compiler  has  made  no  effort  to  weld 
them  together;  for,  while  the  opening  and  con- 
cluding portions  are  in  the  form  of  a  "  Dame's  " 
monologue,  in  which  a  child  is  frequently  addressed, 
the  middle  part,  obviously  interpolated,  is  a  dis- 
course between  a  "  Master  of  the  Hunt"  and  his 
Man."    The  book  of  heraldry  falls  likewise  into 
two  parts,  the  second,  indeed,  is  spoken  of  as 
having  been  "  translatyt,"  a  word  which  reveals 
that  a  French  manuscript  has  been  drawn  upon  for 
contribution.    To  add  to  the  general  miscellaneous- 
ness  of  the  book,  the  printer,  following  a  common 
practice  of  the  time,  filled  up  seven  pages,  which 
the  comparative  shortness  of  the  book  of  hunting 
left  blank,  with  various  disconnected  matter,  such 
as  proverbs,  lists  of  the  bishoprics  and  provinces  of 
England,  and  the  like.    Among  this  miscellany  is 
a  certain  list,  headed  "The  Compaynys  of  Beestys 
and  Fowlys,"  which  certainly  proves  that  Dame 
Juhana  could  never  have  been  responsible  for  the 
whole  publication,  and   that   if  the  clergy  had 
hitherto   been  the  printer's  patrons    they  must 
have  looked  sourly  on  the  new  product  of  his  press, 
-tor  under  this  innocent-looking  title  there  lurk 
certain  expressions  which  are  by  no  means  con- 
nected with  "  beasts  and  fowls,"  and  which  correct 
stylists  would  only  use  if  they  wished  to  express 
their  contempt  of  the  Church  and  of  the  female 
sex. 

Nobody's  feelings  would  be  hurt  by  learning  that 
It  was  proper  to  say  "  a  Herde  of  Hertis,"  but  "a 
Pride  of  Lionys,"  a  "  Couy  (covy)  of  partrichis,"  but 
a  "  kyndyll  of  young  Cattis."  But  how  could  Dame 
Juliana,  in  her  position  as  Prioress  of  Sopwell, 
endure  that  anyone  should  talk  of  "  a  superfluyte 
(superfluity)  of  Nunnys " '?  Can  one  have  too 
much  of  a  good  thing  ?  Or,  as  a  dependent  on  the 
great  Abbey  of  S.  Albans,  would  she  write  of  "  A 
bhomynable  sight  of  monkis  "  (monks),  or,  as  an 
obedient  daughter  of  the  Church,  of  "  an  vntrouth  of 
sompneris  "  (untruth  of  sumpners)  ?  As  a  woman, 
how  would  she  bear  to  hear  her  sex  traduced  by 
the  expression  "a  Gagle  of  Women,"  or  the  open 
sneer  conveyed  in  the  term  "  a  Noonpaciens  of 
Wyves  "  (impatience  of  wives),  or  the  more  covert 
in  the  words  "  a  Multiplieng  of  husbondis  "  ?  The 
list  is,  in  fact,  a  squib,  and  is  copied  bodily  from 
some  MSS.  from  which  any  devout  nun  would  have 
turned  in  horror. 

But  the  public,  who  always  hold  the  pernicious 
theory  that  a  book  exists  more  for  the  convenience 
and  delight  of  the  reader  than  the  writer's  profit 
and  renown,  troubled  themselves  little  with 
questions  of  authorship.  They  read  it  with  satis- 
faction. To  the  fifteenth  century  falconer,  and 
hunter,  or  mere  gentleman,  the  famous  "Boke," 
with  its  full  account  of  the  diseases  of  hawks  and 
their  necessary  remedies,  with  its  directions  for  the 
calling  of  hounds  and  dismembering  deer,  and  its 
explanation  of  the  "  blasyng  of  all  maner  armys," 
and  of  the  scriptural  origin  of  heraldry,  was  of 
infinite  service.  And  when  Wynkyn  de  Worde 
ndded  in  his  edition  of  1496  the  "  Treatyse  of 
Fysshynge  with  an  Angle"  its  popularity  was 
further  increased,  till,  it  is  said,  that  among  early 
printed  books  the  Bible  alone  had  a  greater  circu- 
lation than  the  S.  Albans  volume.  It  found  its 
place  in  the  meagre  library  of  a  squire  under  the 
early  Tudors  as  inevitably  as  the  latest  monographs 
on  farriery,  fly  fishing,  cricket,  or  the  history  of  the 
county  pack  do  in  the  gun-room  of  his  Victorian 
successor.  Nowadays,  having  served  to  instruct 
the  many,  it  merely  delights  the  few ;  and  the 
bibliophile,  whose  ancestors  possibly  never  bore 
arms,  and  who  never  owned  hawk  or  hunter,  pores 
over  the  woodcuts  that  delighted  gentlemen  when 
Harry  the  Eighth  was  King. 


THE   BROKEN  SPELL: 
OR  TROUT  FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
S  ?f  ™T.?-  By  pOMWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PUH  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
HTitten  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Aiigiei' 
says  :  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  :  the 
genial  huniour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remeinber."  The  book  may  be  obtained  frSm  the 

f^noIi^ZZtV'  ^'"^ 


The  lake  of  Colombkil  lies  amongst  the  Donegal 
highlands  and  has  a  curious  legend  attached  to  it 
The  story  goes  that  St.  Colomb  was  so  disturbed 
at  his  prayers  by  anglers  fishing  in  the  lake  that  at 
last  he  lost  his  saintly  temper  and  cast  a  spell  on 
the  lake— in  future  no  man  was  to  catch  more  than 
three  fish  there  in  a  day.  Another  version  of  the 
legend  is  that  St.  Colomb  coming  to  the  lake  one 
day  tired  and  hungry  found  an  angler  with  a  string 
of  fine  trout.  The  holy  man  asked  for  a  fish,  but 
the  churlish  angler  refused  to  give  even  one. 
Thereupon  the  Saint  pronounced  the  above-men- 
tioned curse.  Anyhow,  whatever  the  truth  of  the 
legend,  the  fact  remains  that  no  one  within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  uahabitant  of  the  surrounding 
country  has  over  caught  more  than  three  trout 
there  in  a  day.  Another  curious  fact  about  this 
lake  IS  that  no  fish  are  ever  caught  under  21b. 

Little  wonder  then  that,  being  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  lake  with  such  a  reputation  for  romance 
and  big  trout,  I  determined  to  give  it  a  trial.  After 
a  four  mile  walk,  chiefly  up  hill,  I  suddenly  came 
on  the  lake.  The  scenery  was  wild  and  well  in 
keeping  with  the  lake's  weird  history.  On  one  side 
a  bleak,  desolate  mountain  fell  steeply  into  the 
lake,  giving  the  idea  of  great  depth  of  water,  as 
indeed  there  was.  On  the  other  side  there  was 
nothing  to  be  seen  but  rocky  hills  and  hea,ther,  and 
nowhere  was  there  a  sign  of  life.  A  howling  gale 
from  north-west  was  tearing  down  the  lake  raising 
white  horses  all  over  it  and  rolling  in  quite  a  big 
sea  on  the  steep  rocky  shore.  Added  to  all  it  was 
so  cold,  though  in  June,  that  I  put  on  my  water- 
proof in  vain  endeavour  to  keep  myself  warm. 
There  was  no  boat  available,  and  had  there  been 
one  it  would  have  been  far  too  rough,  so  I  fished 
from  the  shore. 

A  start  was  made  on  the  steep  side  of  the  lake 
with  a  Claret  and  Mallard  for  tail  fly.  Golden  Olive 
and  Mallard  for  middle,  and  Hare's  Ear  for  top 
dropper,  all  on  No.  2,  new  size,  hooks.  What 
with  bushes  growing  into  the  water,  the  hill 
behind,  and  wind  blowing  diagonally  on  to  my 
shore,  casting  was  no  easy  matter.   However,  there 
was  no  need  of  a  long  cast  as  the  deep  water  lay  at 
my  feet.    For  an  hour  I  toUed  hard  on  this  lee 
shore,  stumbling  and  slipping  on  the  boulders, 
catching  my  net  in  every  bush,  but  never  seeing  a 
sign  of  a  fish,  till  at  last  I,  too,  began  to  curse 
the  lake.    It  was  then  one  o'clock,  and  I  decided 
on  moving  round  to  the  opposite  shore.    I  might 
just   as  well  catch   nothing   with  ease   on  the 
sheltered  side  as  with  great  difficulties  where  I  was. 
Whilst  walking  round  the  head  of  the  lake  a  spot 
on  the  far  side  caught  my  eye,  where  a  rock  dropped 
sheer  into  the  water  and  made  a  miniature  cape, 
lor  this  point  I  made,  and  throwing  a  short  line 
dribbled  the  dropper  round  the  promontory.  As 
the  fly  came  enticingly  round  the  corner,  where  the 
water  suddenly  dropped  from  shallow  to  deep,  a 
great  yellow  head  and  shoulders  came  out  and 
fastened  firmly  down  on  it.    The  rod  point  was 
raised  and  the  fish  was  fast.    In  such  open  water 
—for  there  were  no  weeds— it  was  odds  against  the 
fish,  and  a  fine  21b.  trout  was  soon  safely  netted. 

After  this  encouraging  success  I  fished  a  long 
stretch  of  open  shore  with  the  wind  from  my  left 
rear,  nor  had  I  long  to  wait  for  number  two,  as  a 
fine  trout  made  a  grand  rise  at  the  end  fly,  coming 
out  and  down  on  it  in  irresistible  fashion."^  Indeed, 
it  was  worth  going  a  long  way  to  see  such  grand 
rises  as  those  fish  invariably  made.  This  trout 
took  the  fly  some  eighteen  yards  from  the  shore, 
and  a  determined  rush  outwards  might  have  been 
serious  as  I  had  only  thirty-four  yards  of  line. 
Fortunately,  he  preferred  to  fight  it  out  nearer  in,  a 
choice  which  soon  proved  fatal  to  him.  He  was 
exactly  the  same  size  and  shape  as  number  one. 

Matters  now  began  to  get  exciting.  It  was  only 
2  p.m.  and  I  had  plenty  of  time  to  break  the  spell 
and  -beat  the  record.  As  the  top  dropper,  the 
Hare's  Ear,  had  so  far  done  nothing  it  was  removed. 
Obviously  some  fly  with  a  potent  charm  about  it 
was  now  necessary  to  break  the  spell,  and  for  this 
purpose  I  put  on  a  fly  which  I  had  specially  made 
for  this  lake.  The  dressing  was  as  follows  Red 
Macaw  tail,  silver  tinsel  body,  black  hackle  and 
wing— wherein  lay  the  charm— taken  from  the  tail 
feather  of  a  (magpie:  After  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  as  the  dropper  was  bobbing  along  close 
in  shore,  there  was  another  grand  rise  and  a  better 
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fish  seized  the  new  dropper  and  was  shortlj'  landed. 
This  fish  weighed  2ilb.  Now  came  the  critical 
time — one  more  fish  and  the  spell  was  broken. 
After  a  long  interval  a  fish  of  about  21b.  rose  at 
the  top  di-opper  which  then  was  close  in  shore.  I 
hooked  him  all  right  as  I  thought,  but  after  running 
a  few  yards  back  came  the  fly.  I  cast  over  the 
place  where  we  had  parted  company  and  at  once 
rose  and  hooked  a  fish  there,  which  I  had  no  doubt 
was  the  same  fish.  This  time  he  ran  straight  out 
for  the  middle  of  the  lake  and  took  all  but  a  couple 
of  yards  of  line  out.  Then  we  parted  once  more, 
and  all  I  could  find  was  a  scale  on  the  pomt  of  my 
tail  fly. 

Whether  this  was  one  and  the  same  fish  or  not 
this  double  loss  began  to  shake  my  confidence, 
especiallj'  as  an  hour  passed  without  another  rise. 
At  last  some  way  out  a  fine  fish  came  beautifully 
down  on  the  top  dropper  again.  This  time  there 
was  no  mistake  about  his  being  well  hooked,  and 
after  a  little  extra  care  number  four  was  safely 
landed,  the  exact  countei-part  of  number  three.  I 
fished  on  till  6  p.m.  but  never  rose  another  fish, 
and  then  returned  with  four  very  handsome  fish 
weighing  91b. 

So  the  spell  was  broken,  and  I  shall  hope  to  hear 
that  someone  has  gone  one  better  and  caught  some 
of  the  10-pounders  that  there  most  undoubtedly 
are  there.  W.  E.  B. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS.  LOCHS,  Sc. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thtirsday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (56  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   ,,     ,,  Putney.  ajjJ75   ,,     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  *"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  185   ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clocltat  London  Bridge,  it 
wiU  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  vei-y  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watee  at  London  Bridgj. 

Morning.  Evenins. 

Saturday,  Jan.  11                          2.50    3.  7 

Sunday,  ,,     12                            3.24   3.42 

Monday,  „     13                          4.  0   4.19 

Tuesday,  „     14                            4.38    4.56 

Wednesday,  „     15                            5.14    5.33 

Thursday,  „     16                          5.54    6.15 

Friday,  „     17                          6.38    7.  4 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames — Geneeal  Remaeks.— Sport  has  been 
very  meagre  on  the  Thames  during  the  week,  owing 
principally  to  the  fact  that  much  land  water  has 
entered  the  river  and  made  it  muddy.  The  colour 
or  water  has,  however,  been  favourable  for  roach  fishing 
but  these  fish  have  not  fed  well.  Many  of  the  fish  caught 
have  been  found  to  be  full  of  brown  matter,  probably 
consisting  of  fine  grains  of  dirt,  which  the  water  is 
full  of.  Though  the  river  has  toned  down,  on  Thurs- 
day (.Jan.  2)  it  still  had  a  muddy  appearance.  In  a 
day  or  two,  however,  if  we  get  no  further  rain,  there 
should  be  every  prospect  of  getting  fish.  At  Staines 
a  pike  has  been  caught  which  scaled  just  under 
9|lb.  Many  fish  have  been  seen  working  well  out  in 
the  stream,  but  when  ithey  are  in  feeding  mood  they 
will  work  in  towards  the  banks,  as  the  deep  water  has 
been  too  thick  for  them  to  see  food,  and  the  stream 
has  been  very  fast.  Most  of  the  sluices  of  the 
weirs  have  been  up  during  the  week,  but  as  the 
water  is  now  at  its  normal  height  these  will  be 
let  down  and  this  will  give  anglers  a  better  chance  of 
getting  fish  ;  even  many  of  the  eddies  have  been  dis- 
turbed by  the  fast  stream  making  what  is  commonly 
known  as  a  "boiling"  eddy,  which  fish  do  not  care 
for. — F.  H.  Ajiphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  which  has  been  in  bad 

condition  for  the  past  week  is  now  fining  down  and 
should  be  in  splendid  condition  for  all-round  angling 
by  the  week  end.  Sport  has  been  slow,  only  a  few 
small  jack,  perch,  and  roach  having  been  caught ;  the 
latter  fish,  however,  are  now  well  on  the  feed,  and 
some  good  bags  have  been  made  to-day  (Wednesday, 
Jan.  8) ;  given  fine  weather  good  all-round  sport  should 
be  the  order.  A  good  supply  of  live  bait  can  be 
obtained  from — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Iiechlade,  Gloucestershire). — During  the 

Christmas  holidays  and  on  into  the  new  year  the 
heavy  and  continuous  hill  rains  in  this  district  put 
the  Thames  bank  high,  and  some  of  the  stretches  and 
low  lying  meadows  were  in  high  flood,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  near  the  best  swims.  Several  rods, 
notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  ventured  out  on 


some  of  the  more  favoured  reaches  higher  up  stream 
and  were  rewarded  with  the  capture  of  a  few  fair-sized 
jack.  A  few  good  perch  and  roach  have  been  caught, 
and  from  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  tench  and 
small  jack  are  reported.  The  otters  have  been  at 
work  again.  A  brace  of  these  destructive  animals 
ware  last  week  killed  near  Eastleach  by  some  farm 
labourers. — Ramblee. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  angling  here  has  been 
all  in  favour  of  the  bank  anglers,  some  very  good  roach, 
dace,  and  gudgeon  being  taken.  The  glass  has  gone 
up  considerably,  and  with  a  little  less  rain  the  punts- 
men  will  be  able  to  get  their  patrons  amongst  the 
bream  and  roach  again.  Mr.  F.  French,  of  Acton 
Green,  caught  on  snap  tackle,  Jan.  3,  a  fine  con- 
ditioned, prettily  marked,  thick  set  pike  out  of  the 
large  lake  in  Richmond  Park  weighing  161b.  Several 
up  to  71b.  have  been  caught,  and  one  angler  got  broken 
away  with  a  large  pike  on  Jan.  6  fishing  the  same 
water. — Gaynob  &  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — The  weather  is  now  delight- 
ful and  spring-like,  and  conditions  most  favourable 
for  winter  angling.  All  waters  have  received  a  won- 
derful flush.  My  rain-gauge  for  December  registered 
6  •  22  inches,  which  is  the  wettest  month  I  ever  knew 
in  this  district,  usually  accounted  the  driest  in 
England.  The  Market  Rasen  Trout  Club  have  had  a 
meeting  and  voted  £10  towards  restocking  the  ponds 
at  Willingham  and  the  Rase.  The  Rase  will  receive 
about  flve  hundred  fish,  and  the  ponds  a  similar 
number.  On  the  -■Ancholme  roach  and  dace,  as  well  as 
a  few  bream,  are  being  caught  by  maggots,  creed 
wheat,  and  paste.  Perch  are  taking  worms. — Thomas 
FoED,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  Throughout 
the  past  week  spring-like  weather  has  been  the  order 
here.  With  fresh  water  in  the  river,  which  is  now  in 
excellent  condition,  all  coarse  angling  has  vastly 
improved,  especially  the  roach ;  bags  had  up  to  fifty 
fish  a  rod,  varying  in  size  up  to  lib.  each.  One  angler 
had  130  fish  in  two  days,  caught  midday  with  yellow 
paste.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  weather  still 
fine  and  sport  continues  good.  Pike  have  been  running 
well ;  several  decent  fish  had,  especially  down  stream, 
at  Upware.  Better  fish  are  had  in  the  Pits,  which  per- 
mission can  be  had  at  the  Five  Miles  from  Anywhere 
Inn— a  good  place  for  this  season  for  all  class  of  fish ; 
to  save  time  it  is  well  to  secure  live  bait  at  the  locks. 
Prospects  good.— John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).— This  stream  is 
in  capital  order  for  the  time  of  year,  with  the  spawn- 
ing season  just  at  its  height.  The  river  in  places  is 
almost  bank  high  and  there  is  a  good  volume  of  water 
flowing  down  to  help  fill  up  the  Thames,  which  is  very 
high.  The  big  spawning  trout  have  been  busy  up 
the  backwaters  and  on  the  clear  gravel  beds,  and  not 
for  years  has  there  been  such  a  fine  show  of  trout  as 
there  is  this  season  on  the  majority  of  well-stocked 
private  waters. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  still 
keeps  high,  the  recent  floods  having  to  some  extent 
cleansed  the  river,  and  everything  augurs  well  for  a 
successful  season.  Perhaps  there  has  never  been  seen 
before  such  a  large  number  of  fish  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Weir.  Spawning  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  If 
the  water  only  keeps  to  its  normal  height  fish  will  be 
numerous  in  this  stretch  of  the  river. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter). — The  river  is  still  very 
high,  and  little  sport  has  been  had,  and  except  a  pike 
of  81b.  near  Buller's  Bridge  nothing  special  has  come 
under  notice.  The  water  is  now  in  good  order,  and 
prospects  are  favourable  for  the  next  few  days.  In 
the  canal  some  pike  of  fair  size  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition have  been  caught,  averaging  lib.  to  61b.  each, 
at  the  usual  resorts — Topsham  Locks,  near  Tarf,  and 
at  the  Lime  Kilns. — Red  Palmee. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Mild  weather  has  made  angling  more  practicable  in 
this  district.  Though  the  watercourses  were  not 
altogether  ice-bound,  the  frost  was  too  keen  to  allow 
of  trolling  or  float  fishing  with  any  success.  I  hear  a 
good  quantity  of  fish  were  taken  by  both  methods 
since  the  mild  weather  set  in.  Roach  takes  have  run 
up  to  81b.  or  101b.,  and  the  pike  hare  been  only  smaD, 
very  few  having  turned  Gib.  Towards  Swineshead 
there  were  a  few  holiday-makers,  and  there  were  a 
few  down  towards  Spalding.  Rivers  have  been  heavily 
in  flood  during  this  last  week  or  so. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  -  .\ngling  seems  to 
be  looking  up  locally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retford. 
A  new  club,  called  the  River  Idle  Fishing  Club,  has 
lately  been  inaugurated.  The  Duke  of  Portland  has 
consented  to  become  president ;  bis  agent,  Mr.  T. 
Warner  Turner,  is  giving  it  his  support ;  Lieu- 
tenant -  Colonel  Denison  and  Major  Laycock  are 
vice-presidents.  Terms  are  being  arranged  between 
the  club  and  different  owners  between  BoUam 
and  Bawtry,  and  the  rent  ofiered  being  liberal  they 
are  meeting  with  success.  A  keeper  has  been  ap- 
pointed, and  a  portion  of  the  river  is  to  be  cleared  of 
coarse  fish  and  stocked  with  brown  trout.  Expert 
opinion  is  in  favour  of  this  change.  Fishing  has  been 
rather  quiet  since  the  holidays. — L. 


Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Although  the"  water  is  in 
excellent  order,  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  large  takes  of  roach  or  dace. 
Two  gentlemen  fishing  for  pike  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  last  week  had  seven  fish,  but  the  largest 
only  scaled  about  41b.  One  or  two  large  pike  have 
been  seen  near  the  Mill  Pit  at  Sandy,  and  that  is  one 
of  the  most  likely  spots  for  good  roach  also,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  water. — Kingfisher. 

Lea. — The  river,  thanks  to  the  rains,  has  been  in 
beautiful  condition  for  coarse  fishing  operations,  and 
anglers  visiting  it  this  week-end  will  also  find  it  in 
order.  Both  for  roach  and  pike  there  is  a  favourable 
tint  in  the  water.  Some  nice  little  samples  of  roach 
have  been  secured,  but  they  have  not  been  feeding  as 
well  as  was  anticipated.  I  hear  of  an  81b.  basket  at 
Broxbourne  and  a  number  of  decent  fish  being  landed 
at  Hertford,  Ware,  &c.  Last  week  Mr.  Hattemore  took 
a  fine  dace  of  13oz.  in  the  Lea,  and  at  Broxbourne  I 
hear  of  a  heavy  dish  of  dace  being  landed  on  the 
"  Crown  "  water.  Pike  up  to  .^f  lb.  were  caught  there 
on  Saturday,  and  the  roach  taken  have  run  up  to  lib. 
These  fish  are  now  in  beautiful  order.  Perch  have 
been  taken  at  most  Lea  stations.  At  King's  Weir 
(private  water)  pike  have  been  feeding,  two  of  121b. 
and  111b.  being  among  the  fish  captured.  A  fine  trout 
of  51b.  has  also  been  landed  here  and  returned  none 
the  worse  for  its  adventure.  Given  fine,  calm  weather 
some  nice  roach  should  be  secured  this  week-end  in 
the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton. 

  (King's  Weir).— During  the  past  fortnight 

pike  fishing  has  much  improved.  A  number  of  fish 
have  been  landed,  the  best  brace  121b.  and  111b.  A 
member  took  a  pretty  trout  of  about  51b.,  which  was 
returned  uninjured. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Suffolk).— Mr.  I.  Rolph 
and  Mr.  Ward  caught  thirty  pike  in  three  days  (largest 
101b.).  Mr.  Enoch,  of  Newmarket,  caught  ten  pike 
on  Monday,  and  two  gentlemen  from  Cambridge  also 
had  S3me  good  bags.— A.  Rolph.  P.S. — I  send  you  a 
photograph  of  the  301b.  catch. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  noted 
grayling  streams  have  been  very  much  improved  by 
the  late  flush  of  water,  which  has  carried  all  the 
rubbish  away  from  the  beds,  which  had  accumulated 
from  a  long,  dry  summer,  and  fishing  in  this  part 
during  the  coming  season  should  greatly  benefit  by  it. 
The  rivers  are  still  high,  and  there  is  a  little  colour  no 
doubt  from  the  snow  water.  The  weather  has  turned 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out  if  the  water  was  right ;  but  there 
will  not  be  any  fishing  done  before  next  week,  when 
the  water  should  be  clear  again. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — SwoUen  condition  of  the 
river  has  caused  angling  operations  to  remain  quiet 
for  a  short  time.  The  _heavy  and  constant  rains  we 
had  last  week,  with  the" rush  of  water  down  the  Nene 
valley,  caused  the  river  to  rise  several  feet,  the  height 
at  the  gauge  on  Peterborough  Bridge  being  eleven  feet. 
However,  if  we  get  no  more  downfall  for  the  next  few 
days,  it  will  soon  become  reduced,  and  anglers  will  not 
be  long  idle.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Very  good  prospects  are 
the  order  of  the  day.  River  is  really  in  good  condi- 
tion for  roach,  pike,  chub,  and  perch  fishing.  Any 
one  requiriog  baits  for  pike  can  have  them  of  myself 
at  Is.  per  score,  all  good  and  lively.  Roach  up  to 
lib.  lUoz.  weighed  in  to-day  (Jan.T).— E.  Collinson, 
1,  Broadway,  St.  Ives. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  the  recent  very  great  flood  all  these 
rivers  are  now  slowly  recovering  their  usual  level,  but 
at  present  angling  is  quite  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the 
large  quantity  of  "  snow  broth  "  yet  in  the  water,  and 
there  is  much  snow  still  on  the  Welsh  hills,  which 
will  take  some  time  to  dissolve,  and  not  till 
then  will  the  rivers  be  in  proper  condition. 
In  the  Tanat  such  a  flood  as  the  last  one  has  not  been 
witnessed  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  a  tem- 
porary wooden  railway-bridge  over  this  river  a  short 
distance  below  Llanyblodwel  had  a  narrow  escape  of 
being  washed  away.  The  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  were 
also  very  much  flooded,  but  the  water  is  now  slowly 
receding.  — V  yen  wy . 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  was  in  fairly 
good  coadition  on  Jan.  5,  and  although  the  weather 
was  rather  coarse  some  decent  sport  was  obtained. 
Some  few  pike  were  taken,  Mr.  Anderson  having 
three  fish,  largest  7|lb.,  Mr.  J.  Nash  one  of  Sib., 
while  several  anglers  had  other  fish  rmming  smaller. 
Some  small  fish  have  also  since  been  captured  by  local 
anglers.  The  roach  in  the  deeps  were  feeding  very 
shy,  and  small  bags  were  the  rule,  but  in  the  shallow 
waters  some  bags  up  to  101b.  were  taken.  The  water 
is  now  in  splendid  colour  for  any  class  of  angling. 
Gentles  or  paste  ought  to  account  for  some  good 
catches  of  roach,  while  live  bait  or  spinning  with  a 
natural  bait  should  account  for  some  decent  pike. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  CanaL— The 
weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been  all  that  could 
be  wished— fine  and  dry,  with  a  cessation  of  rain  and 
a  mild  temperature.  Rivers  are  just  getting  in  order, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week,  with  a  continuance  of  the 
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present  weather,  will  be  in  condition  for  sport  among 
both  pike  and  roach.  At  Alfriston,  on  the  Cuckmere, 
reach  are  feeding  well,  and  several  good  fish  have 
been  captured.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  condition. 
On  Monday  a  nice  pike  of  4§lb.  was  captured  from  the 
Birdham  district,  and  a  perch  of  Iflb.  from  Donning- 
ton.  On  Wednesday  I  heard  of  a  pike  of  61b.  being 
taken  from  the  upper  reaches  with  live  gorge.  The 
weather  is  more  settled,  with  every  indication  of  a 
continuance. — G.  F.  S. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
runnmg  high  and  there  is  a  stain  on  it,  but  it  has  gone 
down  considerably  and  has  now  run  off  the  fields,  and 
it  is  getting  into  fair  order  for  angling  again.  The 
stain  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  large  amount  of  snow- 
water which  has  come  down  from  the  hills  in  the 
upper  parts  of  the  river,  where  the  snow  was  several  feet 
deep.  The  snow-water  is  clearing  off  quickly,  and  the 
weather  has  turned  fine  and  mild  and  more  like  spring, 
and  is  suitable  for  anglers  to  be  out,  but  there  has  not 
been  any  angling  done  in  this  district  for  over  a  fort- 
night. But  if  we  have  the  same  weather  as  now,  the 
rivers  will  be  in  order  again  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week,  and  the  fish  should  be  moving,  as  the  flood  has 
cleared  the  bed  of  the  river  and  moved  the  fish.  The 
baits  to  use  will  be  the  worm,  maggot,  and  grass- 
hopper. The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  stained  and  out  of  order  at  present  owing  to 
snow-water. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

gomg  down  and  clearing  slowly,  and  is  in  better  order 
than  it  was  last  week,  when  the  water  was  out  over 
the  meadows  in  places.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  all  the  snow  has  melted  from 
the  hills,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  snow-water  going 
down  the  river,  and  until  that  is  run  off  there  is  little 
prospects  of  any  fishing  being  done.  With  continued 
fine  weather  there  should  be  some  fishing  had  next 
week  with  bottom  baits. — Wobcestee. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Anghng  during  the  holidays  on  the  Witham  and  side 
streams  has  been  pretty  brisk.  The  swims  at  Bardney, 
Southrey,  Stixwold,  and  Kirkstead  were  perhaps  the 
most  favoured.  Several  visitors  got  some  good  roach 
at  the  last-named  place,  but  the  best  specimens  were 
from  the  Sincil  Dyke.  The  best  were  taken  with 
dew  worms.  The  swims  on  the  Bain  and  the 
Barlings  Eau  were  too  flooded  for  really  good 
sport.  There  were  a  few  visitors  at  Coningsby, 
but  the  chalk-coloured  water  from  the  Wolds  had  its 
effect  on  the  fish.  We  heard  of  a  good  take  by  means 
of  maggots  the  other  day,  and  several  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  backwaters.  Prospects  are  pretty 
good  at  Kirkby.  Some  good  roach  lie  between  Redmill 
Bridge  and  Holtham  Lock ;  some  capital  dace  are  also 
found  here.  Another  place  worthy  of  a  visit  is  the 
Slea  or  feeder  of  the  canal  of  that  name.— Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&C.  (Yorks).— At  present  there  is  a  painful  lack  of 
angling  news  from  any  of  these  river.=,  owing  to  the 
high  and  boisterous  westerly  winds  which  have  pre- 
vailed.   A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Yore 
with  the  Harrogate  Spinner  and  with  preserved  sprats  ; 
now  this  river  and   the  Swale  has  run  down  and 
wea,ther  conditions  are  more  favourable   we  may 
anticipate  better  sport  all  round.    I  have  seen  a  few 
spawning  salmon  up  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Yore 
but  very  few.    The  Wharfe  has  now  run  into  very 
good  trim,  particularly  the  upper  waters.     A  few  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  Grassington  Club  length,  at 
Appletreewick  and  Barden,  but  they  have  done  very 
little.     Better  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Burn- 
sail  Water.    One   angler  called  in   at  the  depot 
with  a  fine  basket  of  grayling  weighing  lljlb. :  six  of 
the  fish  brought  down  the  scale  at  5Jlb.,  and  the 
biggest,  a  fine  grayling  for  Yorkshire,  weighed  IJlb. 
Several  anglers  have  met  with  very  fair  sport  at  Ilkley. 
Only  moderate  sport  has  been  the  rule  from  Otley  to 
Harewood,  but  at  Woodhall,  Collingham,  and  Boston 
Spa  the  few  bottom  fishermen  that  have  patronised 
the  river  seem  to  have  done  fairly  amongst  roach, 
dace,  perch,  etc. ;  the  best  baskets  made  at  Colling- 
ham and  Newton  Kyme  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Messrs.  Pickersgill,  Reynolds,  Gunnee,  and  Collier. 
Little  has  been  done  at  Tadcaster  or  Ulleskelf,  but 
on  Monday  an  angler  sent  me  a  fine  perch  weigh- 
ing   close    on    21b.   for  preservation.     Some  pike 
fishermen  have  done  well  in  private  lakes,  etc  ,  and 
Messrs.   Helliwell,  Burniston,  Foerster,  Jenkinson, 
and  Grimshaw  have  all  had  good  sport  in  the  York 
Angling  Association  waters  on   Pocklington  Canal, 
although  none  of  the  fish  caught  have  been  remarkable 
m  size.    Messrs.  Rippon,  Thomas,  and  party  secured 


,  Harrogate  Spinner"  is  without  a  doubt  the  best 
artitieial  spinner  for  pike  on  the  marliet,  and  reports  are  con- 
tinually C(jmnig  in  of  its  successes.  Kills  on  all  waters.  Sample 
is.  3(1.,  post  free.  Long  Pike  Spinning  Traces,  fitted  with  anti- 
kinkiiig  leads  is.  each.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spinning 
flights,  with  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead,  Is.  each  :  with 
long  trace  .md  Geen's  leads,  Is.  6d.  each.  "Handy"  pike  ga.' 
and  stnnig  disgorger,  Is.  6d.  Jardine  or  Bickerdyke  Pike 
l?'!fZTrPr'[™^''   l-'-'  Is.   6d.   each. -J.  E. 

MILLER  (lelephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
btation-street.  Leeds.    Telegrams      Piscator,  Leeds." 


ten  fish  the  other  day  at  Carlton  Towers,  but  they 
too,  were  small.  The  Doncaster  Corporation,  havincJ 
received  £20  6s.  from  the  sale  of  fishing  tickets  last 
season,  have  resolved  to  spend  that  amount  in  the 
purchase  of  Loch  Leven  yearling  trout.— John  E 
MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station, 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  January  floods 
have  been  most  propitious,  and  fish  have  been  running 
freely  into  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  other  early  spring  rivers 
The  prospects  of  a  good  head  of  fish  being  well  forward 
by  the  opening  dates  is  now  a  certainty.  The  first  of 
the  early  spring  waters  including  the  Helmsdale, 
Halladale,  Naver,  and  Borgie  in  the  far  north  opened 
on  Friday,  Jan.  10,  while  the  Tay  system  and  the 
Teith  (Forth)  open  on  Jan.  15,  but  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters  do  not  open  till  Feb.  11.  The  prospects  on  the 
Tay  are  reported  to  be  very  good,  but  in  Caithness  too 
much  snow  prevails  for  bright  sport.  The  Nigg  salmon 
fashiDgs  have  been  let  to  Mr.  Tawse  at  the  reduced 
rental  of  £385.  Last  year  £500  was  obtained  for 
them.  The  lower  waters  of  the  Don  have  not  yet 
been  fixed  up,  but  very  few  beats  on  the  Dee  remain 
unlet.  Several  of  the  Aberdeen  rock  fishers  have  been 
out  during  the  new  year  holidays,  and  baskets  of  from 
41b.  to  101b.  have  been  got.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Immense  floods  have  occurred 
in  the  Border  district  during  the  past  ten  days,  and 
many  of  the  rivers  overflowed  their  banks.  So  far  as 
IS  known  no  injury  has  been  done  to  the  salmon 
spawning  beds  in  any  of  the  streams.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  those  fish  that  have  laid  down  their  ova 
would  be  carried  down  to  the  Solway  in  the  heavy 
floods  of  last  week,  but  the  greater  number  of  salmon 
are  busy  spawning  now ;  up  to  the  present  there  are  no 
reports  of  any  outbreak  of  the  salmon  disease  this 
winter,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  the  scjurge  will 
not  make  its  appearance  now.  The  spawning  season 
has  been  a  most  favourable  one  this  winter.— Heather- 
Bell. 


IRISH  REPORTS, 

Belfast  and  District.— The  weather  has  moderated 
considerably  and  some  coarse  fishing  has  been  had  on 
local  waters.  The  rainbow  trout  are  spreading  over 
the  three  Woodburn  Dams,  and  in  doing  so  show  their 

natural  inclination  to  drop  downwards  if  possible.  

J.  A.  B. 

Dublin  and  District. — A  number  of  rivers  open 
in  this  district  on  Feb.  1,  including  the  Liffey,  Bray, 
Vartry,  Tolka,  etc.  The  three  principal  salmon  rivers 
are  the  Liffey,  Bray,  and  Swords.  The  improved 
drainage  system  of  the  Irish  capital  will,  it  is 
expected,  further  improve  the  Liffey,  which  some 
years  ago  was  in  an  almost  hopeless  condition.  The 
Tolka  is  flshed  by  the  Tolka  Angling  Association,  who 
restocked  with  rainbows  in  October,  1900.  — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Spawning  is  now  over,  and  never 
perhaps  within  living  memory  have  poachers  kept  so 
quiet,  even  in  places  once  notorious  for  poaching  raids 
— T.  J.  D.  t  8  ■ 

Lough    Currane   (Waterville,   co.  Kerry).— 

Spawning  is  now  over.  Spring  salmon  are  arriving, 
five  being  had  at  the  Weir  on  the  Ist  inst.  The 
prospects  are  good  at  present  for  the  angling  which 
opens  on  the  1st  prox. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  water  has  been  pretty  high  since  last  notes.  The 
run  of  autumn  fish  was  lighter  than  usual,  but  the 
recent  statement  that  the  hatchery  here  "must 
remain  unstocked "  through  lack  of  fish  is  hardly 
correct.  The  manager  informs  me  that  they  are 
now  capturing  at  Sion  Mills  for  the  hatchery  and 
expect  to  obtain  for  it  a  fair  stock  before  the  run  of 
fish  ceases. — J.  A.  B. 

Slig-o  (co.  Sligo).— The  Sligo  or  Garvogue  river 
opened  on  New  Year's  Day  with  the  river  well  in 
flood  and  clean  fish  running  for  some  time  previously. 
The  fishery  opened  well  here,  as  in  the  first  three 
fishing  days  almost  100  fish  were  taken.— J.  A.  B. 


TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  17  :—  ^ 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack 
and  whiting.  At  present  no  other  fish  have  been 
angled  for.  The  weather  is  again  favourable,  and  the 
sea  quite  the  thing  for  pollacking.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Angling  continues  suspended  here, 
though  the  weather  is  favourable  enough  though  cold. 
Pish  supposed  to  be  numerous  around  here,  especially 
pollack.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— The'weather  has  been  too  rough  and 
unsettled  for  the  past  fortnight  for  boat  anglers  to 
venture  off,  except  on  a  few  odd  days.  A  few  boats 
were  off  to-day  (Jan.  8)  after  whiting ;  sea  calm. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Sport  is  being  had  at 
whiting,  but  nothing  doing  at  other  fish.  Weather 
favourable  and  sea  calm.  Fish  pushing  close  in  shore. 
— T.  J.  D. 
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Deal.— On  Jan.  3  and  4  the  wind  was  westerly; 
fine,  and  water  in  good  condition,  and  good  takes  of 
very  large  whiting,  dabs,  and  a  few  codling  were 
landed.    Jan.  5.— Moderate  breeze  westerly,  and  fair 
takes  all  round  ;  Messrs.  Symonds  and  Woods  landed 
eight  score  whiting,  a  few  dabs,  and  one  codling. 
Jan.  6.— Wind  N.W.,  water  smooth,  and  good  takes  of 
very  fiae  whitmg  landed.  Jan.  7.— Wind  N. W.,  cloudy, 
and  air  a  little  colder  ;  the  water  is  getting  very  clear 
again,  and  the  fish  have  taken  out  from  the  shore. 
Jan.  8.— Wind  S.W.  light,  cloudy;  not  very  grand 
takes  landed  with  these  spring  tides  and  heavy  breezes 
southerly  or  S.W.    For  a  day  or  two  I  anticipate  sport. 
■Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 
Deal  (the  Pier).— The  prevailing  neap  tides  of 
the  present  week  have  rendered  pier  fishing  very 
precarious,  the  whiting  having  taken  to  deeper  water 
and  codling  being  extremely  scarce.   The  only  redeem- 
ing feature  in  the  week's  sport  has  been  the  goodly 
number  of  dabs  taken  daily,  many  of  which  were  of 
large  size  and  several  of  them  good  specimen  fish. 
Visiting  anglers  on  Jan.  5  comprised  Messrs.  Dryden, 
Ashworth,  Newcombe,  and  Kilson,  but  they  found 
sport   very  disappointing,  Mr.  Dryden's  catch  of  a 
31b.  codling  and  a  few  dabs,  and  eighteen  whiting 
and  two  codlings  which  fell  to  Mr.  Kilson's  rod, 
constituting  the  best  catches  of  the  day.  Monday's 
anglers  were  Messrs.  Curtiss,  Harding,  Bowles,  Chap- 
man, Burrard.  Philp  ;  three  ladies,  Mrs.  Philp^  Mrs. 
Burrard,  Miss  Anderson  ;  and  Masters  Solomon,  Swan, 
Ralph,  Taylor,  Tombling,  Steele-Perkins,  Anderson, 
and  Street.    The  day's  return  was,  however,  practi- 
cally mZ,  although  Mr.  Chapman  took  two  small 
whiting  in  the  evening,   and  a  few  of  the  same 
species  were  landed  throughout  the  course  of  the 
day.    Tuesday's  additions  included  Dr.  Walters,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maitland,  Mr.  Ohristopherson,  and  Master 
Williams,  and  the  feature  of  the  day  was  a  good 
catch  of  dabs  by  Mr.  Chapman  and  two  nice  cod- 
ling   by  Dr.   Walters,   the  latter  gentleman  also 
having  one  dab  which  turned  the  scale^^  at  lib. 
The  evening's    fishing  proved  uneventful,  though 
several  ardent  sportsmen  spent  the  whole  of  the  early 
night  hours  in  quest  of  sport.    Wednesday  (Jan.  1) 
opened  still  and  calm,  with  scarcely  a  ripple  on  the 
sea,  and  fishing  proved  equally  still,  not  one  sizeable 
fish  coming  to  hand  throughout  the  whole  of  the  flood 
tide.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle.  —  Anglers  out  after  whiting  are  getting 
pretty  good  sport.  A  few  pollack  have  also  been  had. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Eastbourne.— On  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Burton  ground  fishing 
with  mussel  for  bait  from  Eastbourne  pier,  caught  a 
bass  of  about  8oz.  This  fish  was  caught  at  12  noon, 
and  should  constitute  a  record  for  English  waters  in 
bass  fishing.  Dabs,  pout,  etc.,  are  being  had  off  the 
pier,  and  good  takes  of  dabs  together  with  whiting  may 
be  had  boat  fishing.    The  weather  has  been  unfavour- 


HOLLOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  need  only  a  single 
trial  to  make  known  their  capabilities.  No  outside  sore  or  in- 
ward intlammation  can  long  withstand  the  cooling,  purifying, 
and  healing  influences  e.xerted  by  these  twin  medicaments.  Be 
the  mischief  recent  or  chronic,  great  or  slight,  painful  or  simply 
annoying,  it  will  succumb  bef<ji-e  the  curative  virtues  of  these 
remedies,  which  can  be  riglitly  applied  by  .any  per.son  who  will 
attentively  read  their  acc(iiiij]aiiyii)g  directions,  which  are  iiro- 
pounded  in  the  plainest  language,  void  of  all  technical  terms, 
and  printed  in  the  most  legible  characters.  To  tlie  man  of 
business,  confined  to  his  counting-house,  and  harassed  by 
engagements,  also  to  the  man  of  jileasure  addicted  to  free  living 
these  Pills  are  invaluable. 
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able,  but  now  seems  more  settled  and  good  takes  of 
whiting  and  dabs  should  be  had.  Two  fair  congers 
have  been  had  ofi  the  pier. — J.  W.  S. 

[How  does  our  correspondent  make  out  that  catching 
a  ^Ib.  bass  is  a  record  ?  It  surely  is  not  unusual  to 
catch  such  baby  bass. — Ed.] 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Small  bass,  whiting,  and 
pollack  are  being  taken  on  live  sand-eels  in  the 
harbour.  The  bass  run  about  lib.  each  and  of  ex- 
cellent flavour. — H. 

Flymouth.. — ^There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
weather  during  the  last  few  days,  and  the  fishermen 
have  been  pretty  busy  at  the  various  piers ;  the  fish 
are  biting  pretty  freely  after  the  stir  up  of  the  last 
week  or  two.  Pollack  are  rather  scarce  just  now  and 
only  a  few  have  been  taken.  Flat-fish  and  mullet  are 
on  the  feed,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  pouting  and 
blaine  have  been  caught  at  the  usual  spots  from  a  bo  at 
fishing  at  anchor  with  chopstiok  lines  and  hooks, 
baited  with  small  pieces  of  mud  worm. — William 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jingling  futures. 

January  12. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Pike  competition. 

Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phoenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Royal  Oak  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

United  Brothers  ;  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Walham  Green  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wellington  :  Competition. 
January  13. 

Anglers'  Association :  Finance  and  General  Com- 
mittee meetings. 

Lincoln  :  Visit  on  the  C.D.V.L. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Visit  on  No.  1  Eastern  District. 
January  14. 

Gresham :  Bohemian  concert. 
January  16. 

Oglander :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

St.  John's :  Delegate  meeting  of  the  C.D.U.V.L. 

Jan.  19. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

19.  — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition  at  Yalding. 

20.  — Anglers'  Association  ;  Delegate  meeting. 

21.  — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Benefit  concert. 

22.  — B.S  A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 
26. — Brompton  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
26. — Walham  Green  :  January  competition. 
26. — Warwick  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Feb.  5.— B.S.A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,918.  The  Boston  Deep  Sea  Fishing  and  Ice  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  Mr.  James  Bloomfield,  of  Quality- 
court,  Chancery  -  lane.  "  Improvements 
relating  to  the  discharge  of  fish  from  ships' 
holds." 

25,620.  Mr.  John  Alexander  Duthie  and  Mr.  John 
Duthie,  Carradale,  Mansfield,  Aberdeen- 
shire. Improvements  in  or  connected  with 
towing  gear  for  fishing  and  other  steam  or 
sailing  vessels. 

14,882.  Trawling-gear,  nets.  Patentee  :  Mr.  J.  Hjort, 
1,  Neuberggade,  Christiania,  Norway.  For 
trawling  near  the  surface  the  bottom  of  the 
net  is  extended  forwards  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  fish.  Each  of  the  extensions  is 
fitted  with  a  float  and  spreader.  These 
spreaders  act  so  as  to  extend  the  net  in  all 
directions. 


Jlssocittftons 

(Special  Mektings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  finance  and  general  committees  will  meet  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  13,  at  8  p.m.  and  8.45  p.m. 
respectively. — -R.  G.  Woodropf. 

The  next  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  will 
be  to  the  Original  Alexandra  on  Jan.  13. — G. 
Manning. 

My  next  visit  on  the  North-East  Visiting  List 
goes  to  the  Tottenham  Hotspur  Angling  Society  on 
Jan.  22. — W.  Osment. 


Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society — 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  S.  Tucker  in  the  chair,  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Patterson,  the  Hon.  Curator,  dated  Mansu, 
Ashanti,  Nov.  29,  was  read  and  received  with  much 
interest  by  the  members  present.  Personal  reports 
of  members'  fishing  experiences  during  the  recess 
were  received  and  discussed,  and  the  news  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Vincent  Cox,  an  hon.  member  of  the 
society,  was  received  with  much  regret.  It  was 
announced  that  on  Jan.  22  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  would 
read  a  paper,  subject  "  A  Famous  Fishery,"  and  on 
Feb.  5  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  angling  editor  of  the  Field, 
lb  paper  upon  "  Several  Interesting  Fishing  Ques- 
tions."—W.  H.  W.  Geove. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
following  cups  and  trophies  were  awarded  by  the 
committee  who  met  prior  to  the  ordinary  meeting  : — 
The  late  Dr.  Brunton's  Challenge  Cup  is  won  by 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  with  five  specimen  fish ;  Dr.  Ladell's 
Challenge  Shield  is  won  by  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  with  four 
specimen  fish ;  Mr.  Franklin's  Challenge  Cup  for 
the  best  fish  taken  with  the  fly  from  any  of  the 
society's  waters  is  won  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Fourmy  ;  and 
the  Society's  Deal  Challenge  Cup  is  won  by  Mr. 
James  Basten. — J.  H.  Walkee. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

A  general  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening, 
Jan.  10,  when  Mr.  Frank  Woolnough,  Curator  of 
Ipswich  Museum,  gave  a  "  Gossip  about  Pike,"  illus- 
trated by  lantern  slides. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  Francis  is  to  read  a  paper  on  "  Tarpon  Fish- 
ing "  on  Jan.  18,  and  will  show  the  tackle  and  rods 
he  uses. — P.  Littlewood. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association  (Liverpool)— 

Our  first  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  Jan.  16  at 
the  Hotel  St.  George,  Lime-street.  The  annual 
meeting  takes  place  on  Jan.  21. — March  Brown. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association — 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  6. 
The  balance-sheet  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  sound 
financial  position.  One  pleasing  feature  of  the  latter 
part  of  last  season  was  the  large  influx  of  members 
into  the  association,  and  there  is  every  likelihood 
of  a  still  greater  increase  in  the  roll  of  member- 
ship. The  association  rents  extensive  fishings  at 
Bromborough,  Hooton,  and  Roby,  and  has  also  a 
joint  right  in  the  fishing  of  Meols  Lake.  Members 
are  also  privileged  to  fish  the  various  sections  of  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  in  Cheshire,  Shropshire, 
and  North  Wales.  The  club's  waters  at  Brom- 
borough have  been  well  patronised  this  last  season ; 
a  pavilion  with  every  convenience  is  provided  for 
the  use  of  members.  A  large  sum  of  money  has 
been  spent  in  introducing  rainbow  trout  into  the 
club's  waters,  but  complete  success  is  greatly  ham- 
pered by  the  numbers  of  large  perch  with  which  the 
waters  abound.  Capital  sport  can  always  be  obtained 
with  roach,  perch,  bream,  and  tench,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  pike  should  not  be  a  success  if  intro- 
duced into  some  of  the  larger  lakes.  Amongst  the 
members  elected  as  officers  for  1902  were : — Mr.  A. 
R.  Barclay,  president ;  Messrs.  W.  W.  Clarkson, 
T.  Taylor,  T.  C.  Segar,  W.  Rick,  J.  Bright,  J.  Park, 
G.  Barratt,  J.  Pennington,  W.  C.  Brewer,  C.  H. 
Leeson,  C.  Brindle,  vice-presidents  ;  Mr.  G.  Att- 
wood,  chairman  ;  Mr.  R.  Williams,  vice-chairman ; 
and  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate,  secretary. 

Moss  Side  Socials  (Manchester) — 

On  Dec.  30  it  was  stated  that  the  boat  promised 
by  Mr.  S.  Hall  has  now  arrived  at  Drinkwater 
Park.  The  next  smoker  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
on  Jan.  27,  and  will  be  open  to  lady  friends.  The 
annual  meeting  takes  place  on  Jan.  13,  when  the 
election  of  officers  will  take  place  and  the  balance 
sheet  and  auditor's  report  on  the  past  year  pre- 
sented.— W.  A.  Leigh. 


MUSINGS. 


Amid  the  unusual  rainfall  and  the  floods  angling 
is  out  of  the  question  for  the  present,  and  the  advent 
of  the  new  year  suggests  many  reflections — to  the  old 
the  pleasures  of  memory,  to  the  young  the  pleasures 
of  hope  and  future    triumphs  mingled  with  some 


inevitable  disappointments.  It  is,  indeed,  consolatory 
that  in  time  where  the  water  is  out  in  almost  every 
valley,  when  spring  flowers  appear,  the  air  will  become 
balmy  and  the  birds  will  be  singing  again.  That 
angling  is  something  besides  catching  fish  has  been 
attested  by  a  senior,  the  "  Amateur  .Angler,"  the 
Fishing  Oazettc's  "  Chaplain,"  and  hundreds  of  otliers. 
Soon  after  the  apple-blossom — the  most  beautiful  of 
all — shall  bloom  ;  the  cock  chaffinch,  having  preened 
his  pretty  plumage,  is  "  pink,  pinking  "  in  every  valley 
and  hillside.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  male  birds  keep 
aloof  from  the  hens  until  the  season  of  love  cymes  round, 
and  then  cow-byre  and  stable-door  are  visited,  together 
with  lichens  and  mosses  of  forest  and  orchard  trees  to 
complete  the  prettiest  of  the  small  birdnests.  Apple 
fork  and  "  May  "  bush  form  favourite  nesting  places. 
And  with  what  excitement  is  the  "  tele"  by  and  bye 
expected  that  flie  fly  of  all  flies  "  is  up  !  "  The  earliest 
of  the  landrails  might  be  "  craking  "  in  the  long  grass 
hard  by,  and  by  the  time  the  last  of  the  "  dancing  " 
ephemera  shall  be  seen  some  of  the  hedges  will  be 
brocaded  with  the  wild  rose,  and  above  these  the  angler- 
naturalist's  attention  might  be  directed  to  a  rising 
trout  as  well  as  a  "  rising"  bird.  It  is  the  tiny  white- 
throat  singing  as  he  descends  like  the  bunting,  as 
the  latter,  with  wings  still  extended,  hitches  on  the 
topmost  twig  of  oak  pollard  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of,  say,  Sutton  and  Sons'  seed  fields  and 
trial  grounds.  The  very  thought  of  red  poppies  and 
wild  roses,  and  the  earliest  of  the  wheat  in  the  ear,  is 
pleasant  to  muse  upon  in  these  dark  and  rainy  days. 
The  earliest  nester,  next  to  the  hedgesparrow,  is  the 
songthrush ;  and  the  spring  trout  fisher  hears  the 
melody  of  the  sweetest  songster,  not  excepting  even 
the  "  bulbul "  or  nightingale.  As  the  jaded  men  of 
fashion  and  a  good  many  tired  ones  in  either  House 
of  Parliament  anticipate  the  dawn  of  the  "  Twelfth," 
and  as  the  middle-class  men  count  the  days — aye,  even 
the  very  hours — of  the  last  few  days  of  August  that 
shall  usher  in  the  "First,"  so  the  fly  fishers  look  for- 
ward to  another  season  ;  and  if  to  those  who  are  pretty 
closely  glued  to  office-desk,  shop,  or  what,  the  oppor- 
tunities are  few,  they  are  all  the  more  keenly  relished. 

W.  F. 


A  SHOAL  OF  SEA-TEOUT  IN  THE  RIVER 
SKERNE. 

Mr.  Joseph  F.  Smytiie,  of  the  Sportsman's  Reposi- 
tory, Darlington,  sends  us  the  following  : — 

On  Saturday  last,  Jan.  4,  a  most  unusual  incident 
was  witnessed  by  crowds  of  people  from  the  Stone 
Bridge  at  Darlington.  A  large  number  of  sea-trout,  of 
from  lib.  to  4Ib.  each,  could  easily  be  seen  in  the  river 
Skerne  just  above  the  bridge,  and  their  movements 
were  closely  observed  until  a  late  hour,  the  fish 
being  clearly  visible  after  dark  owing  to  the  light 
of  the  electric  lamp.  Many  amusing  conjectures 
were  made  by  some  of  the  interested  spectators, 
who  accounted  for  the  presence  of  the  visitors 
in  various  ways,  the  majority  of  which  were 
wildly  vague.  Immediately  after  the  fish  were 
noticed,  a  member  of  the  Darlington  Anglers'  Club 
telegraphed  to  the  Tees  Fishery  Board  inspector,  who 
arrived  on  the  scene  with  commendable  promptitude, 
and  the  fish  were  carefully  watched  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  night.  The  sea-trout  had  evidently 
ascended  the  river  to  spawn,  having  turned  over 
almost  the  whole  of  the  gravel  bed  in  performing  that 
function.  Early  yesterday  morning  many  of  them  were 
dropping  down-stream  again,  having  safely  accom- 
plished their  object,  but  a  score  or  more  remained  in 
the  shallow  water  all  day.  Such  an  extraordinary  run 
of  migratory  fish  up  the  river  Skerne  has  never  been 
known  to  occur  before,  although  one  or  two 
salmon  have  occasionally  made  their  way  up, 
and  the  aSair  is  more  unaccountable  when  the 
lateness  of  the  season  is  considered.  It  is  rather 
unfortunate  that  such  an  exposed  place  should  have 
been  chosen  by  the  sea-trout  for  a  spawning-bed,  as 
the  swans  and  ducks  on  the  river,  together  with  the 
numerous  coarse  fish,  will  speedily  demolish  all  the 
ova  deposited.  The  unusual  run  of  sea-trout  up  the 
river  Skerne  is  another  instance  of  the  many  vagaries 
of  migratory  fish,  the  habits  of  which  are  a  fascinating 
study,  but  generally  so  little  understood. 

With  reference  to  the  above,  a  fisherman  of  long 
experience  writes  : — "  Considerable  excitement  was 
caused  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Cuthbert's  Bridge, 
Darlington,  on  Saturday  and  yesterday,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  number  of  salmon  in  the  river  Skerne, 
where  they  are  busily  engaged  in  spawning  on 
the  gravel  bed  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge.  It 
is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  time  in  living  memory 
that  Salmonidce  have  come  so  far  up  the  river,  and  it 
may  be  well  to  give  a  reminder  that  any  person 
attempting  to  take  spawning  salmon,  or  disturbing 
them  on  the  spawning  beds,  is  liable  to  a  heavy 
penalty.  The  presence  of  SabnonidiS  so  far  up  the  river 
is  suggestive  of  an  improved  condition  so  far  as 
pollution  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Skerne  is  concerned, 
as  the  fish  in  their  journey  up  from  the  sea  must 
have  come  by  way  of  the  Tees.  [The  scene  described 
is  three-and-a-half  miles  from  the  river  Tees.] 
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As  many  angling  club  secretaries  have  evidently 
overlooked  the  editor's  special  notice  respecting  an 
important  new  departure,  it  may  be  as  well  to  repeat 
it: — "Jan.  4,1902. — In  future,  instead  of  devoting 
columns  of  my  space  to  reports  of  angling  clubs,  I 
shall  be  able  to  give  more  reading  matter  about  fish, 
fishing,  and  fish  culture,  and  that,  I  believe,  is  what 
the  great  majority  of  my  readers  want.  Also,  I  shall 
be  able  to  insert  '  Correspondence '  much  more 
promptly  than  is  possible  at  present,  a  most  important 
improvement,  as  hitherto  I  have  often  had  to  hold 
over  letters  until  the  information  they  gave  or  required 
was  too  late  to  be  of  use. — E.  B.  Maeston." 


With  this  week's  number  we  give  (as  a  supplement) 
the  index  for  the  half-yearlv  volume  ending  Dec.  28 
1901. 


"  Chats  with  an  Old  Angler  "  will  be  resumed  next 
week. 


With  many  readers  and  friends  who  do  not  claim 
to  be  anglers  I  tender  sincere  sympathy  to  Mr.  J.  Jones, 
well  known  and  long  connected  with  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Society.  Mr.  Jones  has  lost  a  beloved  wife,  and 
what  that  loss  means  to  a  man  of  his  tender  and 
sympathetic  nature  his  friends  will  know. 


CasseU's  Saturdaij  Journal  has  commenced  a  series 
of  "Biographs  of  Modern  Babylon,"  by  Mr.  Geo.  R. 
Sims.  "Dagonet"  is  "fairly  in 'is  element,"  as  the 
song  says,  as  all  who  remember  "  Horrible  London  " 
and  "  The  Social  Kaleidoscope  "  will  guess.  There 
are  many  other  good  things  in  CasseU's  popular  paper. 


Me.  James  Lowthee  has  been  accused  of  indulging 
in  mixed  metaphor.  He  was  "  pitching  into "  his 
critics,  and  passed  over  some  minor  offenders  to  "  get 
at"  a  duke.  Said  Mr.  Lowther  :  "I  do  not  intend  to 
catch  small  fishes ;  I  shall  go  to  the  very  top  of  the 
tree."  Now  was  Mr.  Lowther's  metaphor  mixed,  or 
was  he  thinking  of  Horace's  description  of  the  flood, 
when  the  whole  race  of  fishes  clung  to  an  elm  ? 


No  reasonable  being  could  possibly  expect  an  article 
on  "Hobbies"  to  he  minus  a  reference  to  angling. 
A  contemporary  puts  my  special  fad  last  of  many  in 
this  rather  unkind  note  "  An  angler,  are  you  ?  And, 
in  common  life,  very  likely,  a  supporter  of  the  Society 
for  the  Suppression  of  Cruelty  ;  but  if  you  have  flicked 
out  a  trout's  eye  on  your  hook  by  a  misjudged  strike, 
you  will  not  scruple  to  catch  him  with  it  the  next 
moment— which  tve  count  as  worse  than  seething  a 
kid  in  its  mother's  milk— and  you  are  indignant  on 
your  Izaak's  behalf  if  one  says  :— 
'  The  quaint  old  cruel  coxcomb  in  his  gullet 
Should  have  a  hook,  and  a  small  trout  to  pull  it.' " 

I  AM  not  going  to  attempt  to  answer  this  veiled 
charge  of  cruelty,  which  of  course  is  made  quite  in  the 
Pickwickian  manner;  indeed,  there  is  more  "kid"  in 
the  note  than  appears  from  the  above  quotation. 


It  will  doubtless  interest  our  numerous  readers  who 
love  sea  angling  to  learn  that  a  letter  has  been  received 
by  the  B.S.A.S.  from  their  Hon.  Curator,  Dr.  Patter- 
son, now  in  Ashanti.  In  the  best  of  health,  and  in 
spite  of  his  heavy  duties  as  medical  officer  to  a  big 
expedition  and  the  care  of  a  stray  king  or  two,  he  still 
finds  time  to  fish  and  to  write  his  experiences  for  the 
information  of  his  fellow  members.  His  old  sea  rod 
created  much  curiosity,  for  no  one,  white  or  black,  had 
ever  seen  anything  like  it  before. 


The  following  is  from  a  provincial  paper :  "  Pike 
fishing  extraordinary  in  Shropshire.  The  following  is 
a  quotation  from  a  poem  entitled  the  '  Art  of  Angling,' 
by  J ames  Nelson  Barker,  an  American,  who  flourished 
in  1784-1858  :— 

"A  rod  twelve  feet  long  and  a  ring  of  wire, 

A  winder  and  barrel,  will  help  thy  desire 

In  killing  a  pike  ;  but  the  forked  stick. 

With  a  slit  and  a  bladder,— and  that  other  fine  trick 

Which  our  artists  call  snap,  with  a  goose  or  a  duck,-  - 

Will  kill  two  for  one,  if  you  have  any  luck ; 

The  gentry  of  Shropshire  do  merrily  smile, 

To  see  a  goose  and  a  belt  the  fish  to  beguile ; 

When  a  pike  suns  himself,  and  a-frogging  doth  go, 

The  two-inched  hook  is  better,  I  know, 

Than  the  ordinary  snaring.    But  still  I  must  cry, 

'  When  the  pike  is  at  home,  mind  the  cookery.' 

Can  any  reader  throw  light  on  these  old  methods  of 

pike  fishing?    Were  they  peculiar  to  Shropshire? 

-4nd  had  the  poet  any  connection  with  the  county  ?  " 


This  is  from  the  Berlin  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph:—' -Vox  New  Year's  Eve  supper  in  Berlin 
12,000  tons  of  monster  carp  were  consumed,  served 
for  the  most  part  in  large  dishes,  cut  up  in  pieces, 
and  dressed  with  brown  sauce  made  with  beer ;  or 
boiled  whole,  in  each  case  eaten  with  boiled  potatoes. 
The  capital  and  its  suburbs  got  through  20,000  tons  of 
them  on  Christmas  Eve.  On  New  Year's  Jive  it  is 
highly  important  to  have  fish  with  hard  roes,  because, 
according  to  the  legend,  the  more  carp-roe  you  eat  on 
St.  Sylvester's  Eve  the  more  good  luck  you  are  likely 
to  have  during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year."  [Just 
to  "  think  of  it  "  I  and  I  had  to  put  up  with  egg-hot  I] 


I  AM  very  fond  of  "pets."  (Mrs.  Drag  calls  them 
"nuisances"!)  No  matter;  for  several  years  I  have 
received  some  chameleons  from  South  Africa,  and  my 
greatest  difliculty  has  been  to  know  how  to  feed  them. 
"Buckland,  Junior,"  of  the  People,  says:— "I  have 
received  the  following  letter  from  a  correspondent  of 
Souchport : — '  I  read  with  great  interest  your  note  on 
a  chameleon  having  eleven  little  ones,  and  you  will 
perhaps  be  interested  to  hear  that  I  have  a  chameleon, 
brought  to  me  from  South  Africa,  which  three  days 
after  its  arrival  gave  birth  to  twenty-two  young  ones, 
eighteen  of  which  lived  until  the  beginning  of  last 
week,  when  to  my  great  disappointment  three  of  them 
died.  Can  you  give  me  any  hint  as  to  keeping  them 
as  it  is  hard  to  find  insects  at  this  time  of  year  ?  We 
manage  to  find  only  an  occasional  fly  for  the  mother.' 

"  As  I  stated  in  the  note  referred  to  by  my  corre- 
spondent, the  number  of  young  chameleons  at  a  birth 
rarely  exceeds  11,  and  22,  as  he  informs  us  were 
produced  by  his  specimen,  must  be  considered  a  very 
extraordinary  number.  Flies  and  other  winged  in- 
sects form  the  exclusive  food  of  chameleons,  but  these 
are  naturally  difficult  to  procure  in  the  winter  months. 
The  reptiles  are,  however,  very  partial  to  meal-worms, 
and  these  being  easy  to  breed  all  the  year  round  the 
chameleons  need  never  go  short  of  a  meal.  They  do 
not  hibernate  like  lizards ;  they  should,  therefore,  be 
kept  very  warm. 

"  It  is  easy  to  breed  meal-worms,  but  some  of  my 
readers  may  not  know  the  way.  All  that  is  needed  is 
a  large  tin  biscuit  box,  which  should  be  filled  with 
meal,  bran,  pieces  of  sacking,  and  crusts  of  bread. 
Amongst  these  should  be  placed  a  good  stock  of  the 
worms,  and  also  of  meal-worm  beetles,  which  should 
be  left  for  a  time  to  allow  the  former  to  progress  with 
their  metamorphoses,  and  the  latter  to  lay  eggs.  The 
worms  for  use  should  be  taken  from  those  that  are 
hatched  from  the  eggs,  and  if  too  great  a  number  of 
them  is  not  required  it  will  be  found  that  a  constant 
supply  will  be  forthcoming.  An  occasional  dead  bird 
should  be  placed  in  the  biscuit  tin." 


"Fish  in  the  river  Fowey,"  says  the  Western 
Morning  News,  "  are  now  being  destroyed  by  '  shags.' 
Several  of  these  birds  were  killed  above  Lostwithiel 
last  week,  and  in  the  throat  of  one  a  large  peel  was 
found.  Fishing  with  rods  will  not  be  allowed  until 
March  16,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  '  fishing '  on 
the  part  of  '  shags  ' — unless  it  be  the  sportsman's  gun." 
[All  right  I  I've  been  to  the  Fowey  (ask  Mr.  Hoarder, 
of  Plymouth),  but  I  only  smoked  "  shag,"  and  did  not 

see  anything  that  would  be  likely  to  take  a  peel  

not  even  an  orange-peel.  However,  I  looked  up  my 
natural  history  book  and  found  that,  according  to 
Yarrell,  a  "  shag  is  a  species  of  cormorant,  having  a 
tuft  of  feathers  on  the  head,  between  the  eyes,  at  the 
commencement  of  spring;  green  cormorant,  Phala- 
crocorax  gracchus."  These  "  Phalacros  "  seem  to  have 
put  in  an  appearance  rather  early,  eh  ?] 


Anglers  have  not  been  much  worried  by  the  new 
Act  which  came  into  force  on  Jan.  1.  The  few  anglers 
who  do  occasionally  ask  for  liquid  refreshment  are 
over  fourteen.  I  have  heard  of  one  case,  however, 
which  amuses  me.  "  How  old  are  you,  my  little 
man?"  asked  a  publican  of  a  boy  who  tendered  a  jug 
and  4d.  for  a  pint  of  stout.  "  Please,  sir,  I'm  fourteen. 
I  was  born  at  twenty  minutes  past  eight  on  Jan.  1, 
1888,"  said  the  would-be  customer.  "How  do  you 
know?  "  said  the  publican.  "  Please,  sir,  father  told 
me  to  say  so."  What  is  your  father?"  asked  the 
landlord  doubtfully.  "  Please,  sir,  he's  an  angler." 
The  boy  was  served  at  once. 


Good  illustrated  short  stories  are  a  feature  of  the 
January  "  Scribner's."  One  of  them— "A  Revelation 
in  the  Pennyrile "  —  has  beautiful  pictures  in 
colour  by  A.  I.  Keller.  Jesse  Lynch  Williams  (author 
of  "The  Stolen  Story")  has  a  tale  of  New  York  life 
called  "  The  Harvest."  F.  Hopkinson  Smith's  serial 
gives  glimpses  of  Bohemian  life  in  New  York  just 
before  the  war.  Miss  Marguerite  Merington  has 
written  "  A  Christmas  Masque  "  which  tells  the  love 
story  of  a  Gainsborough  lady.  Henry  Hutt  has 
illustrated  it  in  colour. 


I  LEABN  from  a  contemporary  that  the  police  on  the 
Welsh  border  have  made  >  valuable  and  important 
discovery.  In  the  Principality  the  Sunday  Closing 
Bill  is  in  force,  and  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the 
police  in  raiding  shebeens— that  is,  illicit  drinking 
houses— m  watching  suspected  premises,  and  in  taking 
other  praiseworthy  efforts  to  see  that  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  complied  with,  the  people  in  some  districts, 
the  Rhondda  Valley  for  instance,  did  get  drink  on 
Sundays,  and  what  is  more  to  the  purpose  got  drunk. 
But  owing  to  the  action  of  a  super-intelligent  constable, 
a  sort  of  helmeted  Sherlock  Holmes,  the  secret  is  at 
last  discovered. 


It  was  this  way.  A  man  with  a  stomach  of  alder- 
manic  proportions  passed  him  on  the  way  from  a 
public-house,  and  at  the  moment  stopped  to  speak  to 
a  frierid.  Laughingly  the  second  man  tapped  his 
friend  m  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  the  constable's 
ear  caught  a  metallic  sound  which,  for  the  moment 
startled  him.  However,  he  was  fairly  sharp  witted' 
and  at  once  walked  up  to  the  fat  man  and  repeated 
the  tap.  There  was  a  similar  result  with  a  sequel 
The  man  was  taken  to  the  police-station,  where  to 
prove  that  he  had  no  stolen  property  concealed  about 
him  he  revealed  his  "fat."  It  was  a  tin  stomach 
made  to  fit  the  body,  with  straps  to  keep  it  in  place 
and  a  screw-stopper  at  the  top.  The  receptacle  was 
full  of  beer,  and  it  was  then  discovered  that  "the 
stomach  can,"  as  it  was  called,  was  known  and  used 
on  Sundays  all  over  the  valley.  Verily,  this  thirsty 
soul  had  what  Sydney  Smith  calls  "the  Timothy 
complaint  "  m  an  aggravated  form. 


Aptbb  this  tale  I  really  do  think  that  newspapers 
might  cease  poking  fun  at  the  "angling  tale,"  and 
even  give  our  long-sufiering  friend  the  mother-in-law 
a  rest.  Once  I  wrote  a  burlesque  angling  tale  of  a 
trout  who  swallowed  my  stem  winding  watch,  and 
when  I  caught  him  a  year  after  the  watch  was  still 
going  owing,  as  I  learnedly  explained,  to  "  the  motion 
of  the  muscles  of  the  stomach  in  digesting  the  food 
keeping  the  watch  wound  up."  I  have  met  that  tale 
in  many  papers  and  in  many  languages.  It  has  been 
round  the  world  and  seems  to  be  starting  on  a  fresh 
trip,  as  I  learn  that  a  rev.  gentleman  preaching  in 
Philadelphia  on  "  The  Beauty  of  Truth  "  quotes  my 
burlesque  tale,  holds  me  up  as  an  awful  example  and 
winds  up  with  "  what  dreadful  liars  these  anglers  are." 
If  I  meet  him  I  will  try  the  surgical  operation  which 
was  necessary  to  make  the  historic  Scotsman  under- 
stand a  joke. 


^SONQ  OF  THE  SnOW-ELAKB. 

Like  a  cloud  upon  a  mountain. 

Like  a  bubble  on  a  fountain, 
I  am  seen  and  pass  away  as  in  a  dream, 

For  the  wild  wind  drives  me  ever 

Over  land,  and  sea,  and  river, 
Till  the  sunshine  shall  dissolve  me  in  its  beam. 
I  rush  o'er  the  ocean's  dark  waste. 

And  the  white  spray  leaps  upwards  to  me. 
Till  I  feel  in  its  kiss  as  we  mingle  the  taste 

Of  the  salt  of  the  boisterous  sea. 

From  the  place  of  my  birth 

I  swoop  downwards  to  earth, 
I  am  borne  o'er  the  plain  and  the  hill, 

And  I  long  for  my  rest 

In  the  ground's  snow-clad  breast 
Or  a  home  in  the  stream  or  the  rill. 


Two  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  were  asleep  in  a 
barn  which  unfortunately  caught  fire.  In  the  hurry 
of  dressing  to  get  out  of  the  danger  one  of  the  two  put 
his  trousers  on  hindside  before.  "  Micky,"  said  his 
companion,  "Micky,  dear,say  you  are  not  kilt  entirely." 
"No,"  says  Micky,  "I  am  not  kilt,  but,"  glancing  at 
his  nether  garments,  "  by  the  powers  I  am  most  fatally 
twhisted." 

Here  is  another  tale  from  Ireland.  He  was  trying 
to  "  pull  the  leg"  of  the  local  fisherman  who  accom- 
panied him  on  his  angling  trip.  "  Pat,"  said  he,  "  I 
once  had  a  most  curious  experience  on  this  lake.  I 
was  fishing  and  dropped  my  scissors  overboard,  and  the 
very  next  year  almost  on  the  same  spot  I  caught  a  fine 
pike.  When  I  landed  him  I  felt  something  hard  inside 
him,  and  when  I  opened  him  what  do  you  think  it 
was?"  "Well,  your  honour,  I  should  say  your 
scissors,  except  for  one  thrifling  circumstance."  "And 
what  is  that,  pray  ?  "  "  Well,  your  honour,  there  niver 
was  a  pike  in  this  lake  since  the  creation  of  the  warruld, 
and  there  niver  will  be."  Which  shows  that  it  is  not 
always  wise  to  tell  local  fairy-tales  to  local  men. 


The  "  riddle  "  found  in  a  packet  of  Messrs.  Lambert 
and  Butler's  cigarettes,  "  What  part  of  a  fish  weighs 
most  ?  "  is  answered  by  "  W.  L.  C,"  and  many  others 
— "  The  scales  1  "  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flfigling  ^otes 

must  arrive  by  first  jjost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingliain  Heath  Society  have  finished  up  a 
most  successful  year  ;  they  have  paid  the  rent  of  the 
water  for  the  ensuing  six  months,  and  they  have 
still  a  good  balance  in  hand— in   fact,  they  have 
sufficient  funds  in  hand  to  take  over  another  stretch 
of  the  river  Anker  from  Amington  Mill  up  towards 
Polesworth.    This  is  rather  hard  for  the  members  to 
get  to  as  they  will  have  to  walk  a  distance  of  three 
and  a  half  miles,  but  the  fishing  will  be  found  to  be 
excellent,  as  it  has  been  preserved  and  contains 
pike  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  bream,  all  of  large  size 
and  in  good  quantities.    The  club  have  a  new  punt  on 
the  bottom  water,  and  it  is  intended  to  place  another 
on  the  top  water  for  the  summer  fishing.  They 
have  a  good  hut  which  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
fishing  ground,  so  that  the  comfort  of  the  members  is 
well  looked  after.    The  lower  water  has  provided  good 
sport  during  the  autumn,  and  now  that  the  club  have 
acquired  this  new  water  a    large  influx  of  new 
members  is  anticipated.    The  Gun  Society,  having 
disbursed  all  liabilities  such  as  purchasing  prizes 
and  paying  the  working  expenses,   have  declared 
a  dividend  of    12s.   per   member.     This    club  is 
about  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  and  has  a  muster 
roll  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  members.  They 
have  a  large  number  of  new  members  down  to  be 
elected,  and  by  the  beginning  of  March  the  club  will 
be  over  two  hundred  strong.    A  fine  pike  of  over 
ITilb.  was  caught  by  a  member  of  this  club  on 
Monday,  Jan.  6,  at  Evesham,  and  has  been  on  view  at 
the  club-house,  but  it  has  now  been  sent  up  to  London 
to  be  set  up,  and  will  when  done   adorn  the  walls 
of    their    club  -  room.     I     hear    that    there  is 
trouble  at  the  Rose  and  Crown   Club,  and  that 
things    are    in    a  very  mixed    up    condition,  so 
much    so  that  special    committee  meetings  have 
been  held  to  solve  certain  matters  which  are  of  the 
most  vital  importance  to  the  Stourport  members  and 
the  Challenge  Cup  Fund.    I  hear  that  a  large  number 
of  members  will  leave  and  join  other  societies.    I  hear 
that  Mr.  Foster  intends  to  try  and  have  a  special 
general  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  advocating 
the  Birmingham  Association  seceding  from  the  P.A.A. ; 
he  is  working  hard  to  get  both  facts  and  figures  to 
strengthen  his  argument.    We  have  had  some  better 
weather  during  the  last  four  days,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  our  members  getting  out  on  Jan.  11  and  12, 
as  the  rivers  are  getting  into  condition  again. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  very  little  to  relate  this  week  in  the  way  of 
sport.  Most  of  the  Fen  watercourses  have  been  in  a 
state  of  partial  flood  owing  to  the  heavy  and  con- 
tinuous rains  at  the  beginning  of  last  week,  and  angling 
has  been  quite  out  of  the  question.  The  weather, 
however,  has  now  taken  a  sudden  and  welcome 
change.  Instead  of  the  downpours  which  we  have 
lately  experienced,  we  are  having  a  dry  time,  and  the 
atmosphere  savours  more  of  spring  than  of  winter. 
On  Tuesday  the  waters  had  fined  down  sufficiently 
to  enable  sportsmen  to  resume  operations.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  considerably  improved  by  the  rise, 
and  on  some  waters,  especially  the  middle  reaches  of 
the  Witham,  anglers  should  obtain  good  sport  amongst 
the  red  fins.  The  Kirkstead  and  Tattershall  districts, 
and  at  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal  at  Chapel 
Hill,  are  places  well  worthy  of  a  visit,  and  anglers 
having  a  good  stock  of  maggots  and  worms  should 
have  no  difficulty  in  securing  satisfactory  bags.  The 
Bain  should  also  afford  ample  sport  amongst  roach  as 
soon  as  its  waters  have  recovered.  Like  other  branches 
of  sport  pike  fishing  has  sufiered,  but  the  trolling  rod 
is  again  getting  to  work. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  January  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  several 
very  important  items  were  arranged  for  the  forth- 
coming season.  The  annual  members'  meeting 
will  he  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  Jan.  17 
when  the  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  during 
the  season  of  1901  will  be  presented.  It  was  also 
proposed  to  open  a  subscription  for  a  testimonial 
to  be  presented  to  one  of  Hull's  veteran  anglers 
(Mr.  William  Henry  Barker)  who  has  devoted  over 
thirty  years  in  the  interests  of  sport  in  the  district. 
The  next  council  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
onFeb.  5.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Osborne  Angling 
Association,  Mr.  0.  Matthews  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dential chair ;  Mr.  G.  Wright,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  Conrad 
Macwiger,  hon.  sec.  Mr.  C.  Buxton  was  the  recipient 
of  the  Association's  gold  medal  for  most  points  for  1901. 
The  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Frodingham  Beck, 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  other  local  wa-ters  are 
now  in  very  fair  condition  for  operations  either  in 
pike  or  roach  fishing. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Boat  House  Angling  Society,  Irlam,  have  just 
disposed  of  their  anniversary,  and  start  the  new  year 
in  a  flourishing  condition  with  a  substantial  balance  in 
hand.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  Jan.  7  in  the  Druids'  Hall. 
The  report  is  highly  satisfactory,  the  membership  having 
increased  from  450  in  1900  to  407  in  1901,  to  which 
must  be  added  ninety-four  travelling  card  members. 
The  reports  of  the  waters  committee  is  highly  satis- 
factory and  progress  is  reported  in  the  development  of 
each  water.  Forty-two  prizes  for  specimen  fish 
were  awarded,  twenty-two  from  association  waters 
and  twenty  from  other  waters ;  ninety-eight  fish  were 
weighed  in,  the  total  weight  of  which  is  1201b.  7oz.  5dr. 
Tbe°finances  are  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  a  special 
efiort  is  to  be  made  in  June  to  increase  the  available 
balance  of  the  Benovolent  Fund.  Another  interesting 
item  is  that  of  a  challenge  trophy,  probably  a  shield, 
to  be  provided  for  competition  during  the  ensuing 
summer.  Liverpool  anglers  are  once  more  very 
enthusiastically  active  after  a  short  rest  during  the 
recent  holidays. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  lecture  by  Mr.  Sam  Boswell  to  the  Levenshulme 
Anglers  on  "  Salt  "  last  Monday,  was  a  most  instructive 
and  enjoyable  one.  The  lecturer  was  well  pasted  in 
his  subject,  and  being  naturally  humorous  was  thus 
doubly  qualified  to  extract  all  the  possible  savour  from 
the  -'Salt"  from  a  commercial  point  of  view.  The 
Kingfishers  held  their  annual  meeting  on  Jan.  7, 
and  were  able  as  usual  to  rejoice  over  a 
good  report  and  satisfactory  balance  sheet. 
During  the  season  some  good  fish  have  been  taken 
from  the  club's  private  waters :  trout  to  IJlb.,  roach 
upwards  of  lib.,  tench  over  21b.,  and  king  carp  from 
31b.  to  41b.  The  "smoker"  on  Jan.  20,  at  head- 
quarters of  the  Bradford  Temperance  Angling 
Society,  is  for  the  seniors.  The  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge Angling  Society,  Hulme,  are  noted  for  their 
annual  meeting  on  Jan.  13.  The  George  Angling 
Society  have  met  with  a  reverse,  for  during  the  recent 
heavy  rains  their  private  trout  fishery  at  Diggle 
was  practically  destroyed.  They  have,  however, 
secured  new  waters  at  Kersall.  The  annual 
dinner  was  a  success,  and  the  annual  business 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  13.  The  Buckland 
Angling  Society  announce  their  dinner  for  Jan.  22. 
Feb.  5  is  the  date  fixed  for  a  "  shooting"  competition. 
On  Feb.  26  they  will  have  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Bibby  on 
"  Ten  Days  in  North  Ireland." 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  is  a  consolation  to  our  anglers  to  know  that  the 
flood  waters  have  subsided  and  that  the  Trent  is 
beginning  to  assume  its  normal  aspect.  At  the  period 
of  writing  the  river  was  running  in  splendid  condition 
for  bottom  fishing,  and  anglers  were  meeting  with 
fairly  good  sport  amongst  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  On  the  Sawley  stretch  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  was 
to  the  fore  amongst  roach,  and  a  capital  bag  of  dace 
was  obtained  by  Mr.  E.  Bayley,  who  scored 
again  on  the  following  day.  Mr.  A.  Coxon  was 
successful  on  the  Barton  waters,  and  roach  experts 
fared  well  at  Holme  Pierrepont  and  Colwick.  Some 
very  fine  roach  were  also  shown  from  Clifton 
and  Wilford,  the  whole  falling  to  the  attractions 
of  the  cockspur  worm.  Pike  fishing  has  closed 
for  the  season  on  several  of  the  subscription  lengths. 
In  Trent  Ijake  on  Thursday  (Jan.  2)  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton 
caught  a  grand  lot  of  chub  and  roach  with  the  tail  end 
of  the  lob-worm.  Five  of  the  chub  weighed  161b., 
the  heaviest  scaling  41b.  SJoz.  Not  long  ago  the  same 
gentleman  excelled  on  the  same  waters,  and  the  two 
largest  chub  taken  are  being  preserved.  All  coarse 
fish  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  big  water  in  all  our  rivers,  which 
should  well  clear  them  out  and  put  fish  well  on  the 
feed  when  they  have  fined  down  and  are  in  order 
again.  The  Severn  is  sinking  tolerably  fast,  but  there 
is  still  a  lot  of  snow  water  coming  down,  and  it  will 
be  another  week  before  good  sport  can  be  expected. 
The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  on  Jan.  7,  the  president,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  being  in  the  chair.  The  secretary,  in 
giving  his  report,  said  that  the  past  year  had 
been  °  one  of  the  most  eventful  ones  in  the 
history  of  the  association,  and  referred  to  the 
success  that  had  attended  their  eSorts  to  rent  water, 
particularly  the  Corporation  water  at  Diglis,  on  the 
Severn,  which  gave  them  the  power  to  protect  the 
coarse  'fish  during  the  fence  months,  and  congratu- 
lated the  president  on  his  appointment  as  one  of 
the  City  Council  representatives  on  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board.  After  referring  to  the  incidents  of  the 
year  and  the  business  before  the  meeting  he  produced 
two  balance  sheets,  the  first  having  reference  to  the 
great  inter-club  contest,  which  was  a  success  and  left 
a  balance  on  the  right  side.    The  other  showed  the 


position  of  the  Association,  which,  owing  to  extra 
expenses  incident  to  the  renting  of  water,  etc.,  had  an 
adverse  balance  of  £2  Is.  lid. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Another  quiet  week  among  local  anglers  has  been 
experienced.  Saturday  (Jan.  4)  found  the  rivers  still 
deeply  under  water,  caused  by  the  rains  and  ths 
meltiQg  of  the  snow  from  the  moors.  At  Malton  the 
Derwent  has  been  flooded  to  a  height  of  eleven  feet. 
Several  of  the  streams,  notably  the  Swale,  fined  down 
rapidly  early  this  week,  and  reports  to  hand  show  that 
bottom  fishers  have  been  trying  their  luck.  Only 
worm  fishers  have  had  a  chance  to  angle  successfully 
iu  the  coloured  waters.  A  remark  that  applies  pretty 
generally  to  the  York  district  is  that  with  a  too  humid 
atmosphere  and  an  absence  of  frost  prospects  have 
remained  nil  for  days  together.  The  past  year  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  small  catches  on  the  part  of  local 
anglers  generally,  yet  there  are  a  few  rodmeu  who  did 
well.  Nice  baskets  of  trout  fell  to  fly  fishers  in  the 
Rye,  the  Costa,  and  the  Dove.  The  Derwent  yielded 
but  few  big  catches  either  of  trout  or  coarse  fish. 
Oase  fishers  occasionally  caught  both  roach  and  pike, 
and  concerning  the  latter  the  heaviest  fish  of  the 
year  fell  to  Messrs.  Schroeder,  Woodhouse,  Powell, 
and  McClellan.  Private  waters  have  accounted  for  all 
the  largest  pike  belonging  to  York  anglers.  Two  of 
the  largest  trout  were  taken  by  members  of  the  Black 
Ox  Angling  Association  in  their  rented  waters  at 
Leemiiig,  one  of  these,  weighing  31b.,  falling  to  Mr. 
Hubert  Dacre,  of  York. 


A  HIGHLAND  SERMOX  TO  ENGLISH 
ANGLERS. 


AcH,  noo,  there's  a  lot  of  you  fine  English  folks 
comes  here  to  hear  me  to-day,  an'  I'll  just  speak  a 
word  to  you  that  pe  a  flee  in  your  ears,  an'  kittle  you, 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  You're  up  here  enjoyin' 
yourselves,  an'  shootia',  an'  fushin',  an'  holidayin'  an' 
think  you  know  a  creat  deal  more  than  we  can  tell 
you,  whateffer.  But  you  don't,  not  a  wan  of  you,  you 
fine  peoples  from  ta  South,  an'  mind  whaat  I'm  tellin' 
you  noo,  for  you  are  in  darkness  and  in  creat 
ignorances.  So  just  listen  to  me  to-day  as  earnest  as 
you  can,  an'  you'll  hear  something  you  nefer  heard 
before  or  again. 

My  text  is  Chonah  in  the  whale's  pelly.  He  waas  a 
prophet,  and  that  wass  what  happent  to  him  for  it ; 
so  don't  you  pe  prophets,  or  you'll  maype  pe  as  closely 
confined  as  Chonah  was  whateffer. 

An'  that  reminds  me  that  there's  some  among  you 
that  thinks  yourselves  fery  knowledge  and  skilful,  on' 
dooant  pelieve  that  Chonah  swallowed  the  whale's 
pelly.  But  just  let  me  tell  you  that  you  doesn't  know 
nothing  at  all,  none  of  you ;  for  it  was  a  phenomenon. 
That's  what  it  was,  and  that  reminds  me  some  of 
you'll  wass  never  aware  whaat  a  phenomenon  wass. 

Well,  some  of  you  haf  seen  a  Highland  coo,  what- 
effer. Now  if  you  wass  to  see  that  coo  climbing  up  ii 
pine  tree  with  its  tail  foremost  away  up  to  the  fery 
top  of  the  tree  and  lookin'  for  birds'  nests,  you  would 
say  there  was  phenomenons  for  you  ;  or  if  you'll  wass 
see  a  collie  dog  going  away  out  shootin'  by  itself  wi'  a 
fishin'  rod  under  its  airm  you'll  would  say  that  wass 
more  phenomenons  for  you.  An'  wass  it  any  wonder 
that  Chonah  was  just  such  a  phenomena?  .Ah! 
Yes,  just  you'll  answer  me  that,  you,  you  peoples 
from  ta  South. 

Well,  my  frien's,  let  us  noo  picture  the  scene  pefore 
us.  There  wass  poor  Chonah  sitting  squeezed  up  in 
the  pelly  of  that  auld  whale,  with  his  head  between 
his  knees,  and  holding  his  nose  as  tight  as  he  could 
to  keep  out  th'  smells  of  ta  deid  fiishes,  an'  he  was 
roaring  at  ta  top  of  his  voice  to  ta  whale — 

"  Let  me  oot,  let  me  oot." 

But  ta  whale  had  a  duty  to  perform,  and  nefer  let 
on  it  heard  him  or  answered  a  single  word  whateffer. 
But  ta  whale  kept  soomin',  an'  soomin'  an'  soomed 
awa  wi'  poor  Chonah— awa  past  ta  Mull  of  Cautyre 
and  Ardnamurcau  and  Tobermory  as  hard  as  it  could 
go,  till  it  came  to  where  Ninevah  wass  staying,  an' 
then  it  coughed  Chonah  out  in  ta  water  an'  real  glad 
wass  poor  Chonah  to  get  out  to  ta  fresh  air  again. 

Noo,  ma  frien's,  it's  well  for  you  to  know  these 
things,  for  you  nefer  know  ta  day  or  ta  'oor  tat  you'll 
might  chance  to  fa'  into  ta  fery  pelly  o'  a  whale  your- 
selves, or  intae  some  sort  o"  ooUieshangie  or  anither. 
An'  then  you'd  be  wishing  you  were  as  you  were  before 
you  wass,  an  you'll  couldn't  do  it,  an'  what  wass  you'll 
be  going  to  do  then?  Wass  you'll  be  going  to  sit 
down  an'  play  ta  organs  when  there,  or  to  read  your 
prayer  books  "when  there  wasn't  any  ?  No,  ma  frien  s, 
but  an'  unless  you'll  aal  repent  you  shall  aal  likewise 
perish.  An'  ta  collection  will  be  taken  as  ye  retire. — 
Weekly  Scotsman. 


.iiiERiOAN  Books  —.\  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  liad  of  Sampson  Low,  llaistou 
nnd  Co.,  Limited,  .St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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The  January  floods,  on  which  the  early  spring 
angler  so  much  depends,  have  come  most  timeously, 
and  for  the  past  ten  days  fish  of  the  earliest  migration 
have  been  running  the  Dee  quite  freely. 

The  arrangements  for  the  coming  season  are  all  but 
complete.  On  the  Glentana  section,  Mr.  Laming, 
London,  has  the  upper  water  and  Mr.  Coates,  of 
Paisley,  the  lower.  This  was  the  arrangement  in  the 
late  baronet's  lifetime,  and  the  trustees  still  carry  on 
the  then  existing  arrangements. 


The  Don  proprietors  are  quite  sanguine  that  they 
will  win  along  the  whole  line,  right  up  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  should  Messrs.  Pirie  carry  their  case  there. 
Meantime,  there  are  other  proprietors  to  be  dealt  with 
in  addition  to  the  Waterton  folks,  and  they  are  now 
casting  their  eyes  in  their  direction. 

A  close  time  for  trout,  to  be  efJeotive,  must  deal 
with  each  fishery  district  separately.  Under  the  guise 
of  angling  (sic)  for  trout  many  workmen  have  privileges 
from  mill-owners  and  others  having  rights  of  trout 
fishing,  who  openly  "  snigger  "  salmon. 

On  the  Don  Grandholm  mill  water,  for  instance, 
anycme  asking  the  management  for  a  permit  to  fish 
for  trout  is  granted  it  up  to  the  end  of  October.  But 
there  are  no  trout  there  in  September  and  October,  so 
that  the  permission  is  simply  a  blind  to  get  at  the 
salmon,  which  are  another's  property. 


The  majority  of  the  King  of  Siam  recalls  the  fact 
that  four  summers  ago  he  spent  July  angling  on  the 
Ythan,  and  last  summer  but  one  he  was  salmon  fishing 
on  the  Deveron  at  a  place  close  to  Dufi  House. 


Mr.  Forbes,  late  of  Ceylon,  has  taken  the  remainder 
of  Mr.  Ingram's  lease  on  the  Ugie,  and  meantime  he 
is  considering  the  best  arrangements  that  may  be 
made  to  suit  the  wants  of  anglers. 


The  Halladale,  Strathy,  Naver,  and  Borgie,  along 
with  the  Helmsdale  and  Thurso,  all  far  north  rivers, 
opened  on  Jan.  10  ;  the  Tay  system  opens  on  Jan.  15, 
and  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters,  some  eighty  in  number, 
on  Feb.  11. 


The  Shetlands  are  open  to  anglers  on  Feb.  1,  but  it 
is  not  till  the  end  of  March  and  April  that  the  first  of 
the  sea  trout  put  in  an  appearance.  Finnock  or 
whitling,  however,  are  plentiful  from  the  opening  of 
the  season,  and  these  sometimes  turn  the  scale  at  IJlb. 

Skibo  "  Castle  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  original  proprietor  sought  last  week  to 
reduce  the  bargain,  which  had  been  made  between 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  and  the  bondholders  on  behalf 
of  his  wife,  in  which  the  castle  is  vested,  but  Lord 
Kincaimey,  in  the  Outer  House  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  has  dismissed  the  action. 


Grouse  and  partridge  have  been  coming  down  to 
the  backgardens  of  hamlets  and  villages  in  proximity 
to  moors.  This  is  always  the  sign  of  not  only  severe 
weather  among  the  hills,  but  of  a  protracted  winter 
and  late  spring.   


When  the  news  of  the  wounding  of  young  Lieu- 
tenant McLean,  of  Breda,  Donside,  at  Tweefontein, 
South  Africa,  came  to  hand,  a  feeling  of  deep  regret 
and  anxiety  was  evinced  by  all  who  knew  him,  which 
included  everybody  on  Deeside  and  Donside. 

Special  Scotch. 


A  LINK  WITH  LOCH  LEVEN. 


Mr.  David  Marshall,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  died  rather 
suddenly  at  his  residence  in  Kinross  on  Jan  1.  Mr. 
Marshall  was  a  native  of  Kinross,  and  in  his  earlier 
years  assisted  his  father,  Mr.  Campbell  Marshall,  with 
his  business  as  a  cooper,  and  also  with  the  Loch  Leven 
fishings,  which  his  father  leased  in  1810.  After  his 
father's  death  in  1849  he  succeeded  him  as  tacksman. 
The  loch  was  then  visited  annually  by  a  number  of 
tourists,  and  at  rare  intervals  by  anglers,  for  whom 
there  was  little  accommodation,  there  being  only  two 
or  three  boats,  but  then  the  demand  and  the  supply 
were  aboud  equal.  In  1856,  in  consequence  of  the 
near  prospect  of  Loch  Leven  being  brought  within  the 
grasp  of  the  Railway  system  and  the  demand  for  rod 
fishing,  the  fleet  of  boats  was  gradually  augmented 
until  it  numbered  twenty  when  he  relinquished  his 
lease  of  the  loch  at  the  close  of  the  season  of  1871. 
Mr.  Marshall,  who  was  a  well-known  antiquarian,  and 
an  occasional  contributor  to  the  Antiquarian  Society, 
was  afterwards  engaged  principally  in  research  work, 
while  he  employed  his  leisure  hours  for  many  years 
in  writing  a  very  comprehensive  history  of  his  nativ 
county,  which  has  never  been  published. — Scotsman,  g 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mb.  C.  McPherson.— The  fish  you  mention  will  be 
illustrated  and  described  in  our  "Aquaria  Notes" 
presently.  You  will  find  Mr.  Bateman  a  very  reliable 
guide. 


Covreeponbence, 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


THAT  SOUTH  AFRICAN  FISH  IDENTIFIED. 

Deab  Sib, — I  think  I  can  answer  the  inquiry  of 
"  Old  Soldier"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette ot  Jan.  4  (p.  18). 
The  golden  yellow  fish  is  a  Cyprinoid,  Abrostomus 
umbratus,  figured  by  Sir  Andrew  Smith  in  his  "  Illus- 
trations of  the  Zoology  of  South  Africa,"  plate  xii., 
fig.  1. — Yours  truly,  G.  A.  Boulenger. 

British  Museum  (Natural  History), 
Cromwell-road,  S.W. 


SINKING  THE  SALMON  FLY  WITH  LEAD. 

Dear  Sib, — While  fully  appreciating  the  high  ideal 
which  prompted  your  comment  on  my  "  Runs  on  the 
Red  Brae,"  I  never  felt  less  inclined  to  cry  "peccavi  " 
in  my  life. 

My  experiment  had  the  interesting  result  of  proving 
that  salmon  will  take  a  fly  if  presented  to  them  close 
to  the  bottom  of  a  deep  pool  or  run  at  times  when 
they  will  not  look  at  it  near  the  top.  That  two  fish 
were  hooked  foul,  much  to  my  disgust,  was,  I  am  quite 
certain,  the  result  of  their,  larking  with,  and  rolling 
over,  the  fly  in  one  case  and  the  prawn  in  the  other. 
We  salmon  anglers  are  a  very  long-sufiering  class,  and 
my  largest  sympathies  are  with  those  who,  paying 
more  or  less  heavily  for  their  fishing,  get  so  infinitesimal 
a  percentage  of  the  noble  fish,  towards  the  extermina- 
tion of  which  all  their  efforts  are  inajppreciable  in 
result  compared  with  the  wholesale  destruction  by 
netting  before  the  back-end,  and  the  nefarious  practices 
of  poachers  on  insufficiently  watched  rivers  during  the 
close  season. 

On  some  rivers,  where  snatching  is  known  to  be 
practised,  the  use  of  any  lead  on  fly  or  cast  is  very 
properly  prohibited,  but  where  there  is  no  regulation 
to  the  contrary  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  why 
there  is  any  more  harm  in  putting  a  lead  on  the  fly- 
cast  than  on  the  trace  used  with  worm,  minnow,  or 
spoon.  If  I  have  shown  any  brother  anglers  how  to 
increase  their  catches,  by  fishing  the  fly  much  deeper 
than  usual,  which,  of  course,  a  practised  hand  can  do 
either  with  or  without  lead,  surely  my  efforts  are 
deserving  of  gratitude  rather  than  censure.  We  shall 
never  educate  salmon  up  to  the  dry-fly  standard,  and 
should  put  our  lures  before  them  as  attractively  as 
possible,  which  sometimes  means  as  deep  as  possible. 
I  have  pointed  out  the  danger  of  the  bullet-dodge  in 
unscrupulous  hands,  but  the  man  who  means  to  get 
fish  "  by  hook  or  by  crook  "  will  do  it  somehow  when 
not  watched,  and  by  methods  far  more  destructive 
than  the  single-hook  fly,  the  terrible  "Don  Monkey" 
for  example.  During  the  course  of  a  fairly  long 
experience,  and  fishing  with  all  legitimate  lures,  I 
have  only  hooked  those  two  foul,  and  it  was  the  purest 
accident.  On  the  Cumberland  Derwent,  where  a  good 
deal  of  snatching  used  to  go  on,  there  was,  and  probably 
still  is,  a  regulation  that  all  salmon  hooked  foul  should 
be  returned,  and  such  a  regulation  applied  to  other 
public  waters  would  eSectually  prevent  any  abuse  of 
the  "  deep-sinking  system." 

I  am  much  interested  in  the  letters  on  "  Stoning 
Salmon  Pools,"  and  am  quite  convinced  that  the  fish 
are  sometimes  made  more  inclined  to  take  by  a  good 
stirring  up.  On  that  same  Red  Brae  a  fish  had  been 
killed  after  an  hour's  fight  and  considerable  stoning  ; 
then  two  men  fished  close  together  with  bunches  of 
worms  and  heavy  leads,  and  the  splashing  was  fear- 
some, yet  one  of  them  hooked  a  fish  immediately, 
which  got  off,  and  then  another  in  five  minutes,  which 
I  gaffed  for  him  after  half  an  hour's  fight  in  the  pool, 
fairly  hooked  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  left  I  hooked  a  big 
fellow  on  the  prawn,  which  I  unfortunately  lost. — 
Y'ours  very  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Jan.  6. 

[Pity  the  sorrows  of  the  poor  salmon : — 

Stormed  at  with  stones  and  rocks. 
Ply  fished  with  leaded  Jocks, 
Ignobly  they  die. 

Mr.  Payton  does  not  see  our  point  — namely,  that 
there  are  ways  by  which  salmon  can  be  caught  which 
ought  not  to  be  employed  by  the  salmon  angler.  It 
was  very  imprudent  of  the  salmon  to  play  around 
Mr.  P.'s  leaded  fiy,  as  the  sequel  proved.  Why  should 
a  poacher  using  a  leaded  salmon  fly  be  imprisoned  or 
fined  if  the  use  of  a  leaded  salmon  fly  is  sportsmanlike  ? 
Mr.  Payton  will  yet  see  the  error  of  his  way.  The 
real  poacher,  and  the  angler  who  will  poach  if  he  gets 
the  chance,  must  never  be  able  to  quote  C.  A.  Payton 
as  their  guide. — Ed.] 


WATER  PLANTS  IN  LAKES  AT  HIGH 
ALTITUDES. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  your  correspondent's  query 
about  plants  to  be  placed  in  waters  of  lakes  in  the 
high  Alps  as  conducive  to  insect  life  as  food  for  fish, 
the  only  information  I  have  since  been  able  to  obtain 
is  (through  the  kindness  of  Captain  Giles  Daubeny)  a 
reference  to  a  paper  by  his  brother  in  Nature  Notes, 
the  Selborne  Society's  magazine,  vol.  x.,  p.  5,  published 
by  the  Selborne  Society,  20,  Hanover-square,  London, 
1899.  In  this  paper  the  cultivation  of  water-cress 
with  a  similar  object  is  mentioned,  but  it  is  not 
certain  that  the  plant  would  grow  at  high  elevations 
in  the  Alps,  the  successful  experiment  having  been 
made  near  sea  level  in  England. 

Other  botanical  papers  in  the  same  volume  suggest 
that  application  to  the  editor,  Mr.  G.  S.  Boulger, 
F.L.S.,  F.G.S.,  might  produce  the  information  desired 
by  your  correspondent.— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

Veytaux,  Jan.  1. 


DIPLOMAS  AT  THE   GLASGOW  EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Saturday  last  there 
appears  a  paragraph  referring  to  an  award  of  a  diploma 
to  Mr.  McCarthy  for  the  best  collection  of  Irish  flies 
in  the  International  Exhibition  held  last  year  in 
Glasgow.  This  is  a  little  misleading,  and  in  justice 
to  the  other  representatives  of  the  angling  craft  (both 
Scotch  and  English)  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  thev 
one  and  all,  together  with  the  other  three  thousand 
and  one  exhibitors,  received  a  similar  diploma,  not 
for  any  special  excellence  of  thpir  goods  but  as  a 
memento  of  the  great  showvvhich  was  entirely  non- 
competitive.—Yours  truly,         W.  J.  Robertson. 

Palace  Hotel,  Aberfeldy. 

P.S.— If  I  remember  rightly  Mr.  McCarthy  was  the 
only  angling  representative  from  the  Sister  Isle. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  our  correspondent,  but 
must  all  the  same  also  congratulate  Mr.  Tim  McCarthy 
on  his  enterprise.  In  exhibiting  in  Scotland  he  can 
fairly  claim  to  have  got  the  only  diploma  awarded  to 
an  Irish  exhibitor  of  salmon  flies,  and  we  do  not  see 
that  he  is  obliged  to  say  there  was  no  other.  It 
reminds  us  of  a  small  boy  who  came  home  very  cocky 
at  being  top  of  a  class  and  got  a  shilling  for  it.  It 
came  out  afterwards  that  there  were  only  two  boys  in 
that  class,  but  as  he  cogently  pointed  out  that  was 
not  his  fault.— Ed.] 


RAINBOW  TROUT  WITH  PERCH  AND  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  could 
give  ine  information  on  the  following  subject : — I  am 
thinking  of  putting  a  consignment  of  rainbow  trout 
into  a  lake  of  about  two  acres,  which  already  contains 
a  number  of  perch,  mostly  small ;  also  some  pike, 
none  of  which  are  more  than  ilb.  at  present.  There 
are  plenty  of  small  fry  in  the  bhape  of  gudgeon  and 
minnows  for  the  perch  and  pike  to  feed  on.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  trout  would  give  sport  and  hold  their  ovra,  or 
whether  the  money  spent  would  be  thrown  away. 
Also,  would  two  year  olds  be  better  than  yearlings  and 
more  able  to  hold  their  own  ?— Yours  faithfully, 

Barnet.  "Ibideus." 

[Of  course  the  larger  the  trout  the  better  his  chance 
of  not  being  eaten,  but  we  fear  that  our  correspondent 
will  find  as  his  pike  grow  fat  his  rainbows  will  decrease 
in  numbers  until  they  have  all  disappeared.  If  he 
can  get  the  pike  out  the  rainbows  would  do  all  right 
with  the  perch  ? — Ed.] 


EELS  VERY  MUCH  EST  THE  WEY. 

Dear  Sir,— Although  a  fisherman  I  know  very  little 
concerning  the  size  which  fresh-water  eels  attain,  but 
the  following  incident  may  interest  you. 

At  Messrs.  Unwin's  printing  works,  which  are 
situated  on  the  Wey,  in  this  neighbourhood,  it  was 
discovered  this  morning  that  something  had  got  en- 
tangled with  one  of  the  turbines,  and  upon  being  got 
out  it  was  found  to  be  a  large  eel,  the  weight" and 
dimensions  of  which  were  taken— weight,  81b. ;  length, 
three  feet  seven  and  a-half  inches ;  girth,  nine  and  a-half 
inches.  Besides  this  one,  several  others,  smaller,  and 
one  or  two  small  fish  were  found.  Although  a  grating 
is  placed  above  the  works  to  catch  all  kinds  of  refuse 
floating  down  the  river,  it  is  possible  that  the  recent 
floods  and  the  swift  currents  caused  thereby  may  have 
swept  some  of  these  fish  underneath  it.  The  larger 
eel  had  not  been  there  very  long  as  its  presence  was 
immediately  detected  by  the  inability  to  stop  this 
particular  turbine.  One  or  two  of  the  smaller  eels 
were  decomposed.  I  can  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this 
"fishy"  story  as  I  saw  the  fish  m3-self. — Yours  truly, 

Woking,  Jan.  6.  j.  SiMMS.  ' 

[Eight  pounds  is  nothing  very  extraordinarv  in  the 
weight  of  an  eel ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  every  day 
that  one  that  size  is  caught  in  this  country. — Ed.' 


ANOTHER  FINE  EEL. 
Dear  Sib,— It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
hear  that  I  saw  a  fine  eel,  weighing  6.^1b.,  taken  out  of 
the  nets  at  Harvington  Mill  on  Saturd'ay  night  (Jan.  4). 
When  placed  on  the  ground  with  a  lantern  beside  it 
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the  fish  raised  its  head  in  the  air,  after  the  manner  of 
a  cohra,  and  struck  viciously  at  the  lantern,  shattering 
the  glass  and  extinguishing  the  flame.  This  fine 
specimen  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Spicer, 
taxidermists,  Birmingham,  for  preservation.  Alasl 
that  so  fine  a  fish  should  come  to  such  an  ignominious 
end — it  was  worthy  of  a  better  fate  I 

As  the  result  of  the  recent  heavy  rains  the  Avon 
has  been  in  high  flood,  and  the  eels  have  been  running 
in  large  numbers. — Yours  truly,  Brown  Owl. 


FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 
Deah  Sir, — The  letters  and  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  are  usually  instructive  or  amusing,  and  though 
this  may  not  be  attained  in  this  instance  I  have 
hopes  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the  ordinary 
fisherman. 

I  am  often  asked  by  my  friends  what  sort  of  fishing 
can  be  obtained  in  Germany,  and  this  leads  me  to 
think  that  the  methods  prevalent  there  are  not 
commonly  known  here.  Though  my  experience  of 
fishing  in  the  Fatherland  is  very  limited,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  my  experiences  have  been 
shared  by  the  majority  of  the  ordinary  tourists  who 
have  fished  in  north  and  central  Germany. 

It  may  be  taken  that  a  large  portion  of  the  rivers 
and  streams,  often  owned  by  the  State,  are  looked 
upon  purely  from  the  commercial  standpoint ;  they 
are  so  many  miles  long,  capable  of  producing  so  many 
fish  which  can  be  sold  at  so  much  a  poimd  ;  and  in 
such  waters  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  fishing. 
Fresh  fish  at  most  of  the  inland  towns  implies  fresh- 
water fish,  which  generally  means  live  fresh-water 
fish.  The  fish  are  sold  usually  once  a  week  in  the 
market,  though  I  believe  they  can  be  purchased  at 
any  time  by  a  personal  visit  to  the  fisherman.  The 
fisherman  usually  has  control  over  a  certain  section  of 
the  river,  and  is  in  some  cases  responsible  to  the 
forester,  in  other  cases  directly  responsible  to  the 
bailiff  or  factor.  He  has,  as  a  rule,  a  minimum  fixed 
salary,  and  in  addition  a  percentage  on  the  sales  of 
the  fish,  so  that  it  is  directly  to  his  interests  to  keep 
the  water  in  good  condition,  to  put  down  poaching, 
and,  in  short,  to  make  the  most  out  of  his  section  that 
he  can.  He  usually  has  one  or  two  junior  fishermen 
under  him,  and  always  two  or  three  labourers.  It 
may  seem  that  with  all  this  there  is  not  much  to  be 
made  out  of  it,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  labour 
is  extremely  cheap  in  all  the  country  villages,  and 
that  fish  sell  at  a  very  high  figure,  it  is  surprising 
what  a  large  balance  will  be  left  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  am  confident  that  if  some  of  our  proprietors 
of  streams  and  rivers  could  be  made  to  realise  what 
valuable  property  they  possess  in  their  streams,  a 
poacher  in  many  districts  would  in  a  few  years  be  as 
extinct  as  the  dodo.  I  do  not  for  a  minute  mean  to 
say  I  approve  of  streams  being  run  as  farms,  far  from 
it,  but  if  some  arrangement  could  be  made  to  issue  a 
limited  number  of  day  tickets  at  a  fixed  price,  a  limit 
being  put  to  the  number  of  fish  killed  by  each  fisher- 
man, and  the  keeper's  salary  fixed  partly  in  proportion 
to  the  fish  killed,  I  am  sure  a  great  number  of  our 
streams  would  be  vastly  improved. 

However,  to  return  to  our  muttons.  I  have  been 
dumped  down  at  a  station  without  platforms  after  a 
long,  hot,  and  slow — very  slow  and  very  hot — journey 
in  the  beginning  of  August.  What  is  my  destination  ? 
Well,  let  us  say  an  old  but  small  town  on  the  edge  of 
the  Thuringian  forest,  renowned  for  being  the  hiding 
place  of  Martin  Luther,  where  he  had  his  historic 
battle  with  the  devil,  whom  he  annihilated  with  an 
ounce  of  ink.  My  vocabulary  in  German  is  very 
small,  but  with  the  aid  of  a  dictionary  I  make  inquiries 
from  the  station-master  for  the  best  hotel,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  I  find  myself  rattling  over  cobbles,  and 
soon  after  my  destination  is  reached  and  I  am  deposited 
at  an  old-fashioned  house,  a  sort  of  combination  of  inn 
and  beer-garden,  overlooking  the  market  place.  I 
would  here  give  a  word  of  warning  to  those  whose 
knowledge  of  the  German  language  is  as  limited  as  my 
own.  Always  pretend  you  understand  what  is  said  to 
you,  or  at  any  rate  smile  and  nod,  for  if  you  don't  you 
will  be  violently  seized  by  one  arm,  slapped  on  the 
back,  poked  in  the  chest,  and  the  self-same  sentence 
yelled  in  your  ear  about  two  octaves  higher  and 
many  times  louder.  The  landlord,  a  large  man  in 
shirt-sleeves  with  a  napkin  under  his  arm,  comes  out 
bowing  to  receive  me,  and  I  soon  engage  a  front  room. 
The  back  rooms  as  a  rule  look  over  a  yard,  which  yard, 
to  say  the  least,  is  not  drained  with  any  regard  to 
sanitation. 

The  same  evening  I  am  accompanied  by  my  host  to 
the  "  Hof-Fischer,"  where  arrangements  are  made  for 
me  to  accompany  him  the  following  morning.  The 
arrangements  were,  I  think,  a  matter  of  two  shillings. 
The  "  Hof-Fischer  "  lives  in  a  small  clean  cottage,  one 
half  of  the  ground  floor  being  taken  up  by  three  stone- 
ware tanks,  through  which  running  water  from  the 
river  is  continually  flowing.  One  tank  contains  trout, 
the  second  grayling,  and  the  third  eels.  The  trout 
average  about  |lb.,  the  grayling  slightly  less,  all  the 
fish  being  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  stock  of  fish 
I  am  glad  to  see  is  rather  low,  so  that  the  fisherman 
will  be  fishing  hard  for  the  next  few  days.    On  market 


days  the  fish  are  removed  by  a  hand  net  from  the 
tanks  to  a  large  tub,  and  are  sold  in  the  market-place, 
all  alive  oh,  by  weight,  the  market  rate  now  being  about 
one  shilling  a  pound  for  trout  and  fifteen  pence  for 
grayling. 

The  next  morning,  at  about  ten  o'clock,  I  meet  the 
fishing  party  some  two  miles  out  of  the  town.  This 
party  consists  of  the  "Hof-Fischer,"  a  labourer,  and  a 
German  with  his  son,  who  is  accompanying  them  as  I 
am.  This  German  is  just  a  picture.  I  wish  I  could 
describe  his  jolly  fat  face  and  figure.  But  his  dress  is 
no  less  remarkable.  He  is  dressed  in  a  loose  green 
coat,  pulled  in  as  tight  as  his  figure  will  allow  where 
his  waist  ought  to  be  with  a  heavy  leather  belt ;  the 
lower  part  of  the  coat  sticks  out  almost  at  right 
angles  like  a  ballet  dancer's  skirt.  Below  are  loose 
green  knickers  and  leather  gaiters,  and  above  a  large 
green  felt  hat  ornamented  with  eagle's  feathers  and 
other  spoils  from  "  der  sport."  The  labourer  is  wheel- 
ing a  tub  with  the  top  removed,  mounted  on  two 
wheels  with  handles  like  a  wheel-barrow.  Operations 
are  immediately  commenced,  and  I  was  interested  to 
see  that  we  all  three  mounted  small  flies.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  this  fishing  is  purely  commercial, 
and  evidently  the  fly  is  considered  the  best  lure,  or 
perhaps  it  is  that  netting  or  worming  would  destroy 
numerous  fish,  for  every  fish  that  cannot  be  landed 
uninjured  is  so  much  money  thrown  away.  My  ten- 
foot  rod  was  rather  scorned  at  first,  but  my  eyed  flies 
were  a  source  of  wonder.  They  were  the  first  they 
had  seen,  and  I  could  not  persuade  them  to  make 
more  than  a  very  limited  use  of  my  box  ;  but  I  could 
hear  the  "  Hof-Fischer  "  every  time  he  looked  at  his 
cast  mutter  exclamations  of  delight.  The  local  flies 
were  very  much  the  same  as  those  used  by  the  natives 
on  the  upper  waters  of  Tweed.  Every  fish  that  was 
landed  over  ten  inches  was  carefully  placed  in  the 
tub,  the  few  below  that  size  were  returned  to  the 
river.  I  suppose  we  caught  about  121b.  of  trout  and 
about  the  same  amount  of  grayling  that  day.  This 
tvas  considered  a  very  bad  day,  for  the  sun  was 
brilliant,  with  no  breeze.  On  the  few  following  days 
we  did  much  better,  but  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  as 
careful  as  "  Val  Conson,"  and  have  kept  no  accurate 
record.  I  was  perhaps  the  most  successful,  for  I 
could  use  the  finest  drawn  gut,  whereas  the  other  two 
fishing  could  not.  I  gave  them  each  a  cast,  but  they 
were  broken  almost  immediately,  due  to  their  using 
stiff  sixteen-foot  rods.  My  Hardy  was  handled  and 
more  admired  in  the  evening  than  it  had  been  scorned 
in  the  morning.  We  knocked  off  fishing  about  six  in 
the  evening,  just  as  the  fish  were  coming  on,  but  the 
labourer  had  arrived  at  a  small  inn  where  his  sweet- 
heart lived,  and  nothing  would  induce  him  to  go  on, 
so  the  best  was  made  of  it,  and  we  all  sat  out  in  the 
garden  and  smoked  and  drank  beer,  and  a  very  jolly 
evening  we  had.  My  lack  of  German  stood  me  in 
good  stead,  for  I  sent  them  off  into  peal  after  peal  of 
laughter  whenever  I  spoke,  and  we  were  firm  and  fast 
friends  after  a  few  minutes.  The  fish  were  deposited 
in  tanks  near  here,  and  similar  tanks  are  placed  all 
up  the  river.  The  fish  are  distributed  from  these 
tanks  to  others  in  the  different  towns  as  found 
desirable. 

I  have  fished  in  other  parts  of  Germany,  but  in  all 
cases  the  procedure  has  been  more  or  less  the  same. 
The  fishing  has  always  been  very  good  considering  the 
bad  time  of  year  that  I  can  get  away,  often  getting 
121b.  of  fish  in  the  day.  The  drawback,  of  course,  is 
that  no  fish  may  be  retained  unless  the  market  price 
be  paid  for  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  with  a  little  in- 
fiuence  one  could  get  almost  unlimited  fishing  by 
paying  a  fixed  fee  per  day,  and  promising  not  to  retain 
more  than  a  certain  weight.  In  one  place  in  the 
Hartz  where  I  fished  for  three  weeks  or  so  the  fisher- 
man gave  me  and  my  brother  permission  to  fish  when 
and  where  we  liked  on  condition  we  would  keep  the 
fish  alive  for  him  when  he  called  round  for  them.  As 
our  hotel  was  on  the  banks  of  the  river  this  was  not  as 
inconvenient  as  might  be  imagined.  We  were  pro- 
vided with  large  netted  bags  which  we  left  in  the  river 
while  fishing,  and  the  fish  did  not  seem  to  mind  being 
carried  along  in  the  bag  for  quite  long  distances  if 
they  were  placed  in  the  river  for  half  a  minute  or  so 
every  few  hundred  yards. — Yours  truly,  Forellb. 


THE  SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  APPRENTICESHIP 
INDENTURES. 
Deae  Sib, — The  letter  of  your  correspondent  E. 
M.  Tod,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  4,  so  absolutely 
disposes  of  the  oft-repeated  legend  on  the  above 
subject  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  add  a  single 
word  thereto,  but  I  should  nevertheless  like  to  say 
that  although  it  has  for  years  past  been  stated  that 
apprenticeship  indentures  contained  the  clause  re- 
ferred to,  and,  it  was  even  alleged,  could  be  seen  at 
various  named  places,  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no 
such  clause  has  been- discovered.  I  may  say  that  for 
about  forty  years  I  have  been  making  enquiries  as  to 
salmon  fishery  matters,  and  have  made,  or  caused  to 
be  made,  extended  searches  at  and  of  the  following 
places  and  documents— namely,  the  British  Museum, 
the  Rolls  Court,  the  Court  Rolls  of  numerous  manors 
abutting  on  salmon  rivers  in  England,  the  Ecclesiastical 


Commissioners'  Registry,  and  the  Registries  of  the 
Bishop  and  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Winchester,  and 
elsewhere,  but  v/ithout  finding  the  slightest  reference 
to  any  such  clause,  and  although  my  searches  were  not 
made  with  special  reference  to  the  point  under  dis- 
cussion, it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  that  some 
reference  to  it  would  not  have  been  found  if  any  such 
clause  in  fact  existed.  The  "  kippered  kelt  "  is,  as  Mr. 
Tod  says,  the  solution  of  the  whole  matter. — Yours 
truly,  H.  G.  G. 


RESTOCKING  WATERS  IN  THE  WIDNES 
DISTRICT. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the 
Widnes  anglers  have  been  very  busy  for  the  past  few 
weeks  looking  after  their  private  waters  and  restock- 
ing same.  They  have  also  secured  two  more  places 
for  their  members  close  to  home,  one  especially  known 
as  Stockswell,  kindly  given  to  them  by  the  Widnes 
Corporation;  so  the  committee  have  been  busy  netting 
for  the  above,  and  have  already  safely  stored  over  two 
thousand  roach,  bream,  carp,  and  gudgeon  in  this 
special  water.  The  other  new  water  is  well  known  to 
the  Widnes  anglers  as  Ye  Auld  Hute  Mote  at  Hale 
Wood,  and  is  well  stocked  with  roach,  perch,  bream, 
and  eels.  I  hope  to  forward  you  a  report  later  of  our 
annual  general  meeting,  which  takes  place  on  Jan.  22. 
— Yours  truly,  Thos.  Coupe, 


DROPPER-EYE  ATTACHMENT,  ETC. 
Dear  Sib. — We  notice  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  4  a  letter 
from  "  Benwyan  "  in  which  is  mentioned  the  new 
Dropper  Attachment  for  flies.  We  see  by  some  clerical 
error  our  name  has  got  transposed  to  Messrs.  Allport 
of  Redditch.  Will  you  kindly  alter  this  in  your  next 
issue  as  there  is  no  such  name  in  Redditch.  We 
might  mention  that  several  expert  fishermen  have 
seen  these  Droppers  since  we  made  them  and  -have 
pronounced  them  to  be  "  A  1."— Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  &  Co. 


THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  meeting  of  above  League  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday  next  (Jan.  14)  at  9  p.m.  I  hope  all 
members  of  committee  will  do  their  best  to  attend,  as 
we  have  some  important  business  to  transact  in  con- 
nection with  the  "Andrews'  Defence  Fund."  Al- 
though the  concert  took  place  so  far  back  as  Nov.  25, 
1901,  there  are  still  some  clubs  which  have  not 
returned  money  or  programmes.  Our  meetings  are 
open  to  all  anglers  interested  in  this  great  question 
of  "  Thames  Fishery  Rights." — Yours  truly, 

Blenheim  Arms,  Charles  Chaplais. 

Blenheim-crescent, 
Notting-hill. 

TROUT  FISHING  AT  LLANGOLLEN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  any 
reader  of  your  valued  paper  could  give  me  any  infor- 
mation regarding  bait  fishing  for  trout  at  Llangollen, 
near  Wrexham,  and  the  kind  of  bait  that  takes  best — ■ 
that  is,  worm  or  maggot. — Yours  truly, 

B.  A.  Stafford, 


TENACITY  OP  LIFE  IN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  regret  the 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  28  and 
Jan.  4  on  this  matter,  and  it  is  horrible  to  think  of 
the  needless  suffering  inflicted,  as  detailed  by  your 
correspondents. 

Some  pain  is,  and  must  be,  an  incident  in  all  sports, 
but  it  is  wholly  unjustifiable  to  increase  it  by  allowing 
fish  to  gasp  out  their  lives  for  hours  when  their  suffer- 
ings might  be  ended  in  an  instant.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  such  conduct  arises  from  thoughtlessness  and  not 
from  indifference  to  the  infliction  of  pain. — Yours 
truly,  H.  G.  G, 


WHEN  TO  STRIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
answer  ?  I  have  lately  taken  to  ledgering  for  roach 
instead  of  floating  for  same,  and  am  rather  undecided 
on  two  points — namely  (1)  Ought  I  to  take  the  rod 
out  of  the  pegs  on  seeing  a  bite,  so  that  the  fish  feels 
no  resistance  ?  (2)  Ought  I  to  strike  on  the  first  pull, 
or  when  ? — Yours  truly,  Summer  Gale, 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  UXBRIDGE. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell 
me  if  they  know  of  any  good  pike  and  coarse  fishing 
to  be  had  (by  the  day  by  payment)  within  easy  reach 
from  Uxbridge,  and  oblige  ? — Yours  truly,    A.  E.  -C. 

"KING  JOHN  AND  THE  LAMPREYS." 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent  "  Mark,"  in  kindly 
noticing  my  historical  reference  anent  a  lamprey, 
"frequently  called  a  lampern,"  has,  it  appears  to  me, 
perpetrated  "  a  personal  satire  in  writing,"  frequently 
called  a  lampoon  [vide  dictionary).  May  I,  without 
any  disrespect  to  deceased  royalty,  whether  Henry  I. 
or  King  John,  suggest  that  we  shall  say,  as  did  the 
old  lady  with  regard  to  the  swallowing  of  Jonah  by 
the  whale,  "  It  all  happened  so  long  ago,  let's  hope  it 
isn't  true."— Yours  truly,  Robert  Stanley. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fresh-Watek   Shrimp  in  the  Troot  Egg- 
Hatching  Tray. 

Some  time  in  1899  I  had  a  note  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  the  experiences  of  a  German  fish-breeder 
■who  said  that  he  kept  large  numbers  of  fresh- 
water shrimp  (Gaminarus  pidcx)  in  his  hatching 
trays  as  he  foimd  that  they  did  no  damage  to  the 
live  eggs,  but  acted  as  scavengers,  clearing  off  dead 
ones  and  other  impurities,  and  by  their  incessant 
motion  among  the  eggs  kept  sediment  from 
depositing  on  them.  Mr.  Cheney  copied  my  note 
into  Forest  and  Stream.  I  ■wonder  if  any  other 
fish-breeder  has  tried  the  lively  "  flea-crab,"  as  the 
Germans  call  it,  in  their  hatching  trays  ? 


The  Fresh-Water  Shrimp  a  Veget.\ble  Feeder 
— A  Hint  for  Fish  Breeders  and  Others. 
In  the  last  number  for  1901  of  the  Deutsche 
Fischerei  Zeituhg  (a  paper  ■which  often  contains 
most  interesting  notes)  there  is  a  description  of  ho^w 
an  Austrian  fish-breeder,  Herr  Johann  Tschauko, 
discovered  quite  by  accident  how  to  increase  the 
stock  of  fresh -water  shrimps  in  his  water.  He  was 
most  anxious  to  increase  the  supply  of  this  most 
important  natural  fish  food  (its  value  as  a  fish  bait 
is  known  to  but  few  anglers)  and  had  tried  every 
means  he  could  hear  of  or  think  of  in  vain, 
including  dead  animal  remains.  One  day,  on 
retm-ning  from  hunting,  he  noticed  a  fine  apple 
lying  in  a  bi-ook  and  fished  it  out.  To  his  astonish- 
ment he  foimd  the  inside  of  the  apple  swarming 
■\vith  water-shrimps.  This  gave  him  the  hint,  and 
following  it  up  he  found  that  pumpkins,  beet, 
turnips,  potatoes,  and  remains  of  other  kitchen 
vegetables,  as  well  as  spoilt  fruit,  was  eagerly 
devoured  by  his  shrimps,  especially  the  pumpkin 
and  white  turnip.  He  cuts  them  into  large  pieces, 
which  he  places  under  moss  in  the  water  at  the 
sides  of  his  stream.  In  a  day  or  two  only  the  skins 
remain  and  a  fresh  supply  is  put  in.  He  also  tried 
fungi  (mushrooms,  etc.),  but  without  result.  Horse 
chestnuts,  which  he  put  in  in  the  autumn,  re- 
mained untouched  imtil  the  spring,  when  they 


were  also  attacked  and  eaten.  The  shrimps  love  to 
hide  in  moss,  and  he  recommends  that  it  should  be 
put  in  as  cover  for  them. 

Herr  Tschauko  says  the  water-ousel  is  very  fond 
of  fresh-water  shrimps  and  turn  over  the  moss 
and  stones  in  search  of  tlie  little  side  swimmers. 

I  think  the  Costa  in  Yorkshire  is  the  most 
prolific  in  water-shrimps  of  any  stream  I  know.  I 
once  had  a  lot  sent  to  mc  from  that  stream,  but 
they  were  sent  in  a  can  filled  with  water  and  were 
nearly  all  dead  (tliey  turn  pink  when  dead).  I 
believe  the  best  way  to  send  them  is  in  wet  moss. 

Does  a  Good  Salmon  Year  Follow  a  Good 
Herring  Season  ? 
A  Dutch  naturalist,  Herr  P.  P.  C.  Hoek,  had 
some  interesting  notes  in  the  "  Midedeelingen  over 
Vischery  "  on  the  places  where  salmon  and  herring 
feed.  Herr  Hoek  says  his  own  observations  agree 
with  those  made  by  the  Scotch  scientist,  Mr.  John 
Mm*ray,  whose  deep  sea  experiments  in  Loch  Fyne 
and  elsewhere  in  1887  he  (Herr  Hoek)  witnessed. 
(I  believe  I  published  an  account  of  Murray's 
discoveries  at  the  time  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.) 
Murray  discovered  what  he  calls  the  pastures  of 
the  salmon  and  herring — places  in  the  northern 
seas  where  a  superabundance  of  the  food  (con- 
sisting chiefly  of  small  crustaceans)  of  these  wan- 
dering fish  is  found.  These  submarine  pastures, 
he  says,  exist  principally  on  the  border  land 
between  the  shallow  and  the  very  deep  water. 
The  food  the  herring  come  for  exists  in 
enormous  quantities.  They  quickly  get  fat, 
and  so  do  the  salmon  which  feed  on  the 
crustaceans  and  also  on  the  herring.  These 
rich  food  areas  are  found  at  depths  from 
600ft.  to  3600ft.  Even  at  depths  of  over  a  mile 
cod,  salmon,  and  conger  have  been  captured 
with  herring  or  remains  of  herring  in  their 
stomachs.  Herr  Hoek  adds  that  on  several 
occasions  he  has  captured  salmon  with  remains 
of  herring  and  other  fish  in  their  stomachs. 


How  THEY  MAKE  GoOD  LoBSTERS  OUT  OF  BaD 

Ones  in  Paris. 
In  the  same  paper  (the  D.  F.  Z.)  is  an  account 
of  how  to  freshen  up  a  stale  lobster  so  that  its  own 
mother  would  not  suspect  it.  The  operation  is 
simplicity  itself.  You  squirt  a  carmine  solution 
into  the  body,  paint  the  gills  a  bright  red,  and 
replace  the  dull,  dead  eyes  with  new  ones  made  of 
gelatine. 


Fishing  and  Catching  .£2,000,000. 
Mr.  Hew  Morrison,  librarian  at  the  Edinburgh 
Public  Library,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw,  on  .Tan.  7,  said  that  he  knew  Mr. 
Shaw  best  as  a  fisher,  and  he  might  mention  that 
it  was  really  in  fishing  with  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie 
that  Mr.  Shaw  happened  to  land  the  J£2,000,000 
for  the  Scottish  Universities.  (Laughter  and 
applause.)  He  knew  that  Mr.  Carnegie  looked 
upon  it  in  that  light. 


American  Protective  League  of  Salt 
Water  Fishermen. 
To  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  London, 

106  West  31st  Street,  New  York, 
Dec.  3,  1901. 
"  My  Dear  Sir, — Ha^vdng  heard  so  often  of  your 
valuable  paper,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  we  may 
exchange  friendly  feelings  toward  one  another  by 
exchanging  papers. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  T.  BiEDiNGER,  Chairman." 


Our  Incomplete  Knowledge  of  the  Salt 
Water  Life  of  the  Salmon. 

I  remember  the  late  Francis  Francis  saying 
to  me  once  that  the  longer  he  studied  the  life 
history  of  the  Salmonidca  the  less  faith  he 
felt  in  many  dogmatic  assertions  made  about 
them.  The  salmon  ascends  the  Rhine  in 
large  numbers,  not  so  large  now  as  formerly, 
and  Herr  Hoek  has  studied  the  habits  of  the 
fish  in  his  own  country.  Here  is  an  interesting 
note  from  his  article  which,  as  I  do  not  know 
Dutch,  I  take  from  a  German  translation 
which  appeared  in  the  Munich  Fischerei 
Zeitung : — 

"  The  salmon  passes  the  first  year  of  its  life 
in  the  river  in  which  it  was  born,  living  on  the 
food  it  finds  in  it.  When  from  5  J  inches  to 
7  inches  in  length  it  descends  the  river  to  the 
sea,  returning  thence  as  fish  of  from  24  inches 
to  27  inches  (called  St.  Jacob's  salmon  by  the 
Rhine  fishermen)  ;  from  32  inches  to  36  inches 
( '  small  summer  salmon '  ) ;  or  from  40  inches  to 
46  inches  ( '  large  summer  '  and  '  winter  salmon  '). 

"  To  grow  from  6  inches  to  about  24  inches  the 
fish  requires  to  remain  in  the  sea  certainly  two 
years,  probably  longer.  But  supposing  it  is  only 
two  years,  it  is  certain  that  the  next  run  of  fish 
called  '  small  summer  salmon '  remain  at  least 
three  years  and  the  larger  fish  at  least  four  years 
in  the  sea  before  they  return  to  the  river." 

I  need  not  say  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  results 
obtained  from  marking  samlets  in  this  country, 
which  prove  that  in  some  cases  the  rate  of  growth 
in  the  sea  is  much  more  rapid,  and  the  time  it 
remains  in  the  sea  very  much  less  than  as  given 
by  Herr  Hoek,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  he  arrives  at  his  results. 


£1600  FOUND  in  an  Eel. 

The  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung  relates  that 
a  poor  peasant  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brescia  found  a  remarkable  black  ball  in  an  eel. 
He  showed  it  to  some  friends  who  told  him  it 
might  be  valuable,  so  he  took  it  to  a  jeweller  in 
Brescia,  who  pronounced  it  to  be  a  black  pearl 
worth  at  least  30,000  francs.  The  peasant  then 
took  his  find  to  a  jeweller  in  Milan  who  paid  him 
.£1500  for  it. 

That  eel  was  not  like  the  swine  of  the  Bible.  It 
is  a  good  fish  story  anyway,  and  as  the  Italian 
proverb  says,  se  non  e  vera,  e  hen  trovato. 


Mr.  T.  Biedinger,  of  New  York. 

I  have  told  Mr.  Biedinger  that  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  have  his  paper  TJie  SjMrtsmait,  the  official  organ 
of  the  A.  P.  League,  and  will  send  him  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  has  many  friends 
in  the  New  World,  our  articles  being  frequently 
reprinted  there.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Biedinger  tells 
me  that :  "  The  objects  of  the  League  are  to  obtain 
legislation  looking  to  the  enactment  of  beneficial 
laws  for  the  jDrotection  of  salt  water  fish.  The 
co-operation  of  fishermen  at  large  in  conforming  to 
and  enforcing  the  same,  and,  generally,  in  furthering 
and  aiding  all  lawful  methods  looking  to  prompt 
action  in  all  violations  of  the  law." 

Mr.  Aflalo,  John  Bickerdyke,  and  others  may 
like  to  know  that  Mr.  Biedinger  will  be  glad  to 
have  particulars  of  any  works  on  sea  fishing 
published  in  this  comitry. 


Prices  for  Trout  Fishing  Tickets  at  Hunger- 
ford  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

I  found  this  advertisement  in  a  copy  of  Bell's 
Life  for  March  19,  1848.  It  will  be  seen  there  is 
no  mention  of  grayling,  and  I  think  they  were 
introduced  later : 

Angling. —  Hungeeford  Trout  Fishery. —  The 
following  are  the  terms,  rules,  and  regulations  for 
angling  in  the  celebrated  River  Kennet,  and  other 
waters  belonging  to  the  borough  of  Hungcrford,  which 
are  now  well  stocked,  and  strictly  preserved.  Gentle- 
men fond  of  the  above  sport  have  now  every  facility  of 
reaching  this  desirable  fishing  station  by  the  Berks 
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and  Hants  Railway,  and  the  several  inns  in  the  town 
afiord  excellent  accommodation. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Season  Tickets  2  2  0  1  Weekly  Tickets  0  10  6 
Monthly  Tickets  1  1  0  |  Day  Tickets  ...  0  2  6 
The  season  commences  1st  of  April  and  ends  31st  of 
August.  For  tickets  and  further  particulars  apply  to 
the  Managing  Committee,  Messrs.  Viner,  Earle,  W. 
Alexander,  and  J.  T.  Gray  ;  to  Mr.  W.  Bmtt,  Bear  Inn, 
Or  Mr.  W.  Keen,  at  the  Three  Swans  Inn,  Hungerford. 


Twenty  thousand  ova  (brown  trout)  have  been 
consigned  to  the  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancaster.  Mr.  Andrew  Henry 
was  in  charge  of  them,  and  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  14, 
saw  them  safely  delivered  at  Southampton  on 
board  the  s.s.  Kiantschow. 


Mr.  James  Ogden,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle 
maker,  of  28,  Winchcomb- street,  Cheltenham,  tells 
me  that  a  customer  of  his  has  a  salmon-rod  to  let 
on  the  Blackwater — two  miles,  both  banks,  salmon 
and  trout — at  a  very  moderate  rent.  The  fishing 
opens  Feb.  1,  and  there  is  good  hotel  accommodation 
at  Mallow.  Enquirers  should  addi-ess  KillaruUen, 
care  of  Mr.  Ogden.  as  above. 

-E.  B.  Maeston, 


A  DAY'S  ANGLING  ON  THE  LIFFEY. 


There  are  few  anglers  who  traverse  different 
rivers  in  various  localities  but  meet  with  some 
little  strange  adventure  during  their  lives.  The 
following  is  one  which  occurred  to  me  on  the  River 
Liffey,  below  the  village  of  Sallins,  in  the  county 
Kildare,  18  miles  from  Dublin  :  Early  in  the  month 
of  February,  1899, 1  left  Bray  by  the  6.30  a.m.  train 
for  Dublin,  and  caught  the  8.27  a.m.  at  Kings- 
bridge,  and  aiTived  at  Sallins  at  9.3  a.m.  I  then  had 
a  mile  and  a  half  to  walk  to  the  Liffey,  which  I 
reached  by  9.30  a.m.  The  river  was  in  excellent 
condition  for  fiy,  being  a  brown  colour  and  a  fair 
flow  of  water.  I  adjusted  my  rod,  fixing  up  a  cast 
of  three  flies — namely,  Blue  Body,  Black  Hackle, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  Brown  Rail.  I  began  fishing  in  a 
sharp  running  stream,  terminating  in  a  long  deep 
pool.  After  a  few  casts  I  succeeded  in  hooking  a 
very  nice  looking  trout,  about  ilb.  in  weight,  on  the 
drop  fly,  and  was  in  the  act  of  bringing  him  to  the  side 
to  land  him  when  a  huge  pike  seized  him,  run  out 
the  line,  and  broke  and  took  away  my  whole  cast 
of  flies.  I  was  not  very  much  surprised  at  this,  as 
I  W'&s  aware  that  large  pike  inhabited  this  part  of 
the  river.  Thinking  1  might  perchance  capture 
the  same  fish  and  recover  my  cast  of  flies,  I  fixed 
up  a  natural  minnow  on  a  gimp  trace  and  spinner 
and  began  fishing  again  at  the  head  of  the  stream, 
when  on  reaching  the  deejjpart  of  the  pool  I  firmly 
hooked  a  trout.  Having  strong  tackle  this 
time,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  much 
play,  and  was  bringing  him  in  a  cross  stream  to 
land  him  when  a  pike  9^1b.  in  weight  seized  the  trout. 
I  struck,  and  found  that  I  had  the  pike  firmly 
hooked  ;  he  gave  me  excellent  play  on  a  smail 
trouting  rod  for  20  minutes,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  I  landed  him,  together  witli  the  trout  across 
his  mouth.  One  of  the  small  treble  hooks  was 
firmly  fixed  in  the  upper  jaw  of  the  pike,  and 
another  of  the  hooks  firmly  embedded  in  the  tongue 
of  the  trout,  which  weighed  lOoz.  Evidently  this 
was  not  the  pike  that  took  my  cast  of  flies 
and  trout,  as  no  tackle  of  any  description  was 
attached  to  him  when  landed,  except  the  hooks  of 
my  spinner.  During  the  remainder  of  that  day  I 
killed  six  more  trout  with  the  natural  minnow 
spinning.  I  could  have  had  a  larger  basket  by 
using  gut  tackle  instead  of  gimp,  but  I  was  afraid 
of  those  ferocious  pike.  P.  Walsh. 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  DRESSING 
SALT-WATER  LINES. 


FOR 


"An  excellent  waterproofing  material  for  salt 
water  lines  is  beef's  blood. 

"  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  fishermen,  who 
are  Malays,  invariably  take  a  line,  when  new,  to  the 
slaughter  yards,  and  there  thoroughly  saturate  it 
with  blood  from  the  freshly  killed  cattle.  The 
line  is  then  stretched  and  rubbed  down  thoroughly 
while  imder  tension,  the  result  of  the  blood  treat- 
ment and  tension  being  a  line  that  never  rots  from 
use  in  salt  water  and  never  kinks  or  tangles." — The 
American  Sportsman. 


"NOEWEGIAN  ANGLINGS. 


'  The  least  said  the  soonest  mended "  might 
well  apply  to  the  experiences  of  the  majority  of 
salmon  anglers  in  Norway  last  season,  and  a  glance 
at  the  accompanying  illustrations  will  explain  that 
the  reason  for  want  of  sport  was— want  of  water. 
For  instance,  in  an  ordinary  season  there  is  plenty 
of  water  all  round  the  big  black  rock  in  the  bed  of 
the  Orkla  River  (seen  near  the  top  of  the  picture), 
and  all  the  rocks  on  the  left  side  and  many  of 


From  his  notes  on  the  1901  season  in  Norway 
we  give  this  extract : — 

"  It  has  been  my  custom  to  make  a  few  notes  on 
the  past  season's  angling  in  the  new  year's  issues 
of  this  Register,  and  I  have  no  desire  nor  intention 
to  make  any  exception  because  of  the  past  un- 
precedentedly  poor  angling  season  in  Norway  ;  but 
I  think  a  glance  at  the  illustration  (from  a  photo- 
graph) of  the  almost  dry  channel  of  the  Orkla 
River,  a  similar  illustration  of  the  '  bed '  of  the 
Mandal  River,  and  the  views  of  the  Gula  in  dead 


Ohkla  River  in  1901— (Just  about  Dry). 


&e    Xorwegian  Avylings.' 


those  on  the  right  are  covered  when  the  river  is 
fishable. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  Mr.  Dowell's 
interesting  work,  now  in  its  fourth  year  of  issue, 
and  provided  with  many  new  and  attractive 
illustrations,  the  most  interesting  being,  in  our 
opinion,  that  of  the  salmon  pass  haJf-a-mile  long 
on  the  Sire  River.  Mr.  Dowell  informs  us  that 
this  unique  pass  is  actually  used  by  salmon  to  get 
to  the  head  waters  of  the  river. 


*  "iNorwegian  Anglings  and  Other  Sportings."  Edited  by 
James  Dowell,  of  the  flim  of  J.  A.  Lnmley,  Newton,  and  Dowell, 
34,  St.  Jaines's-street,  S.W. 


low  water  will  better  convey  to  those  who  were 
not  in  Norway  from  June  to  about  the  middle  of 
August  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  salmon 
rivers  on  the  south  and  west  coasts  than  pages  of 
details  of  anglers'  unfortimate  experiences  under 
glaring  sun,  of  broiling  days,  shrunken  rivers, 
deadened  streams,  and  dwindled  glassy  pools,  with 
never  a  sign  of  a  rising  fish  for  weeks  during  the 
best  part  of  the  season. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  our  esteemed  friends  the '  Oldest 
Inhabitant '  and  '  Local  Memory  '  must  have  been 
quoted  times  without  number  in  every  valley  this 
season.    Not  even  the  '  Oldest  Inhabitant,'  how- 
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ever,  can  lay  claim  to  having  seen  thefamous  Bjorgen 
Eock,  dated  1744,  on  the  Gula  Eiver,  which  has  only 
been  twice  dry  before— namely,  in  1733  and  in  1744 
— marking  the  lowest  levels  of  the  water  in  these 
years  of  great  drought.  The  Bjorgen  Eock  mark  was 
dry  (tv7o  inches  above  water)  for  three  weeks  in  1901. 

"  The  contributory  causes  of  this  exceptional 
drought  were  a  mild  March,  resulting  in  a  pre- 
liminary reduction  of  the  stock  of  snow,  followed 
by  a  snowless  and  warm  April  and  a  completely 
summer-like  May,  melting  the  whole  of  the  winter's 


3now  before  June.  But  many  anglers'  misfortunes 
Sid  not  end  here,  as  they  relied  too  much  on  their 
experience  in  the  Junes  of  1899  and  1900,  which 
were  late  seasons,  and  did  not  take  sufficient 
warning  of  the  information  contained  in  the  weekly 
telegrams  I  received  in  May  from  Guldalen,  Nam- 
ialen,  and  Mandal,  advising  a  very  early  season,  in 
many  cases,  as  they  acknowledge,  arriving  on  their 
rivers  or  beats  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  too  late 
br  the  first  (and  best)  rim  of  big  fish.  An  abnor- 
oaally  dry  season  did  the  rest ;  only  a  few  days'  rain 
n  August  freshening  up  the  rivers  a  little,  some  of 


the  later  tenants  having  short  spells  of  fair  angling 
conditions ;  and  I  sympathise  heartily  with  the 
June  and  July  anglers  especially,  many  of  whom 
left  their  fishing  quarters  quite  early  in  July, 
deeming  it  useless  to  remain. 

"  Eecords  for  1901  must  be  judged  upon  the  b^sis 
of  hopelessly  low  water.  This  has  been  recognised 
by  the  various  tenants." 

Mr.  Dowell,  who  has  kindly  lent  us  one  or  two  of 
his  excellent  illustrations,  is  most  courteous  in 
giving  information,  which  we  are  sure  will  be  found 


[See  "  Norwegian  Anglings." 


trustworthy,  and  on  p.  Ill  has  some  notes  on 
"  Free  Trout  Fishing  in  Norway."  He  points  out 
that  while  "  all  really  good  sea  trout  fishing  is 
taken  up,  ordinary  brown  trout  fishing  can  be 
enjoyed  here  and  there  at  places  he  mentions." 

It  has  been  supposed  in  some  quarters  that  Mr. 
Dowell  is  merely  the  agent  iu  this  country  of 
Mr.  Beyer,  of  Bergen.  We  have  Mr.  Dowell's 
authority  for  saying  that  this  is  not  the  fact,  as 
although  it  is  true  that  he  is  Mr.  Beyer's  sole  agent 
he  is  also  agent  for  a  great  number  of  other  fishings 
with  which  Mr.  Beyer  has  nothing  to  do. 


A  SMALL   TEOUT  STREAM. 


It  was  only  a  very  small  stream,  scarce  more 
than  a  yard  or  two  wide,  but  I  knew  it  contained 
trout,  and  some  of  a  goodly  size  for  the  size  of  the 
stream.  The  fishing  was,  however,  strictly  private, 
but  after  some  little  trouble  I  had,  at  last,  succeeded 
in  obtaining  the  kind  permission  of  the  owaier  to 
have  a  few  hours'  fishing.  It  was  a  very  pretty 
stream,  the  length  I  was  permitted  to  fish  being 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  situated  near  the 
source.  The  whole  of  this  length  ran  for  the  most 
part  through  a  deep  valley,  with  huge  masses  of 
rock  overhanging  the  water  in  places  on  the  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  a  gently  sloping  bknk  thickly 
timbered,  through  which  one  could  occasionally 
catch  glimpses  of  a  fine  old  Elizabethan  mansion. 
Through  this  vale  the  stream  danced  and  sparkled, 
sometimes  rushing  over  rocks  and  boulders,  narrow- 
ing considerably,  then  widening  out  into  deep  pools, 
dashing  along  a  stretch  of  shallow,  where  you  could 
see  every  pebble  on  the  bed  of  the  stream,  to  again 
tumble  over  the  rocks,  making  tiny  cascades 
which  fell  into  another  pool  below.  A  very 
likely  place,  indeed,  for  a  lusty  trout  to  lie.  In 
places  the  banks  were  steep  and  thickly  covered 
with  bushes  and  brambles,  the  water  quite 
inaccessible  here,  being  covered  with  broken 
branches,  thus  making  fishing  impossible  in  these 
places.  A  portion  of  this  length  ran  through  the 
wood,  with  great  oak  and  willow  trees  standing 
half  in  and  half  out  of  the  water — grand  old  trees 
these,  where  the  jay  loves  to  make  her  nest,  and 
the  wren's  nest  of  old  dead  leaves  and  moss  is 
built,  defj-ing  the  keenest  scrutiny  of  the  schoolboy 
bent  on  the  absorbing  pleasure  of  bird-nesting. 
Tlie  stream  was  altogether  a  pretty  picture, 
especially  as  I  saw  it  on  a  bright  May  morning,  as 
I  stepped  forth  briskly  with  my  old  fly  rod — a  well- 
beloved  rod  this,  and  I  was  proud  of  it,  having 
been  presented  to  me  by  my  old  grandfather,  since 
gathered  to  his  forefathers,  when  I  was  quite  a 
youngster,  and  it  was  now  as  straight  and  springy 
as  the  day  it  left  the  hands  of  the  maker. 

The  sun  shone  brightly  in  the  blue  sky,  scarcely 
a  cloud  being  visible  except  a  few  patches  of 
vapour  that  floated  across,  blown  across  by  the 
soft  breeze.  Across  the  valley  the  blackbird  and 
thrush  were  singing  menily,  and  down  in  the 
gloom  of  the  wood  beyond  the  joyous  call  of  the 
cuckoo  could  be  heard.  As  I  cross  the  first  field  a 
hare  starts  up  from  her  form  and  scurries  away  as 
though  a  couple  of  lurchers  were  behind  her,  and 
as  I  walk  along  the  hedgerow  I  startle  a  hedge- 
hog, who  hurries  away  faster  than  you  think 
possible.  I  hurry  on,  not  being  interested  so 
much  in  these  things,  nor  the  flowers  that  are 
springing  up  around,  the  primroses  gay  and  the 
violets,  blue  and  white,  which  peep  daintily  out  of 
the  dewy  grass,  still  wet  with  last  night's  refresh- 
ing dew.  In  the  woods  the  last  of  the  daft'odils  are 
still  blooming,  growing  so  thickly  that  the  groimd 
looks  one  mass  of  bright  yellow,  through  which  I 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  clear  water  of  the  stream, 
and  the  sight  makes  me  hurry  more  still,  anxious 
to  get  to  work.  On  I  arriving  at  the  stream  I 
immediately  rig  up,  taking  good  care,  however,  to 
keep  well  away  from  the  banks,  gi-eat  care  and 
quiet  being  necessary  as  the  trout  are  keen  and 
quick-sighted.  Putting  on  a  March  Brown  as  tail 
fly  and  a  brilliant  scarlet  hackle  with  gold  twist 
as  dropper,  and  taking  ofl:'  my  "  strawyard,"  I 
creep  stealthily  to  the  side  of  the  stream.  Glancing 
up  stream  I  see  a  very  likely  looking  place  at  the 
foot  of  an  eddy.  Keeping  well  out  of  sight,  and 
bending  well  forward.  I  cast  as  lightly  as  possible 
to  the  foot  of  the  eddy,  the  flies  alighting  gently 
on  the  water  and  floating  towards  me.  I  repeat 
the  cast,  but  nothing  happens,  and  I  gi-adually 
work  my  way  up  stream,  casting  in  all  the  likely 
looking  places.  In  some  places  I  have  to  resort  to 
dapping,  trying  almost  every  inch  of  water  for  over 
an  hour,  which  takes  me  almost  to  the  end  of  my 
length.  So  I  retm-n  down  stream  again,  crossing  over 
a  footbridge  and  walking  back  through  the  woods. 
Here  I  see  a  brilliant-plumaged  kingfisher  darting 
along,  a  flash  of  emerald  and  gold,  in  the  bright 
sunshine.  Crossing  the  brook  lower  down  I  notice 
a  small  dark  brown  bnd  with  white  breast  hopping 
from  stone  to  stone.  I  think  it  rriust  have  been  a 
dipper.  I  return  to  the  bottom  end  of  the  stream 
and  begin  again  with  more  hopes  this  time,  as  I 
have  just  spotted  a  fish  moving  in  the  pool  higher 
up,  so  I  work  up  cautiously,  making  a  few  false 
casts  in  the  air  to  get  the  distance  better.  Stooping 


Salmon  Pass  on  the  Siee  Eivee 


The  Ladder  or  Salmon  Pass  on  the  Sire  River,  South  Norway.    The  structure  is  nearly  half  a  mile  long, 
circumventing  a  fall  eighty-nine  feet  high. 
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well  down  and  casting  gently,  I  drop  my  flies  just 
at  the  head  of  the  pool,  and  they  float  gently 
without  any  drag  over  the  nose  of  the  rising  fish. 
There  is  a  sudden  splash,  a  glint  of  a  pink  and 
yellow  belly,  and  that  trout  finds  this  fly  has  a 
sharp  sting  in  its  tail.  This  is  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, as  the  fish  is  a  very  Greek  in  its  strength  and 
activity,  but  prompt  and  skilful  action  soon  stop 
his  mad  rushes  and  plunges,  and  he  soon  reposes 
gracefully  on  the  bank  a  good  Jib.  in  weight,  with 
broad  back  and  shining  sides  covered  with  many  a 
bright  red  spot ;  he  is  indeed  worthy  of  the  time 
spent  so  far.  Up  the  stream  I  slowly  work  my 
way,  but  get  no  more,  so  console  myself  with  look- 
ing at  the  beauty  in  my  creel.  As  it  is  now  near 
lunch  time,  and  I  feel  equal  to  doing  justice  to  a 
good  meal,  I  adjourn  to  a  bank  some  distance  off 
and  prepare  to  sample  bottled  beer  and  sand- 
wiches with  a  keen  appetite.  If  I  have  not  had 
much  sport  the  beauty  and  splendour  of  the  sur- 
roundings more  than  amply  compensate  me.  I 
have  no  sooner  sat  down,  however,  than  I  get  up 
again  rather  hurriedly,  having  made  the  discovery 
that  I  am  sitting  on  an  ant-hUl  and  the  little 
beasts  are  running  all  about  me.  So  I  retire 
still  farther  into  the  wood  and  sit  on  an  old 
fallen  tree.  After  a  while  the  keeper  comes 
up  with  a  couple  of  spaniels  trotting  at  his 
heels  and  gim  over  shoulder.  After  some  pressing, 
he  proceeds  to  sample  my  beer,  and  then 
proudly  exhibits  a  beautiful  kestrel  hawk  that  he 
has  just  shot,  a  pretty  bird  though  rather  ugly 
about  the  talons  and  beak.  I  asked  him  why  he 
shot  these  now  rare  birds,  and  he  said  they 
destroyed  so  much  game.  But  I  think  they  do  as 
much  good  as  harm,  and  don't  see  why  they  should 
be  so  ruthlessly  exterminated  like  so  manj^  of  our 
British  birds  have  been.  After  a  short  chat  he 
passed  on,  calling  to  his  dogs  who  were  sniffing 
suspiciously  round  my  creel,  and  I  was  once  more 
left  to  the  majestic  solitude  of  the  woods.  After  a 
time  I  fell  asleep,  the  fresh  an-  or  the  beer  having 
got  hold  of  me,  and  I  must  have  slept  some  time, 
for  -^vhen  I  awoke  I  found  the  afternoon  nearly 
gone. 

Growling  at  myself  for  being  so  stupid  I  hobble 
off  to  the  water,  I  say  hobble  for  I  was  so  cramped 
I  could  not  walk  properly.  I  now  change  my 
flies,  putting  on  a  greenish  hackle  as  dropper 
and  set  to  work  in  earnest ;  at  the  first  bend  I  hook 
a  small  one  in  the  smooth  water  and  promptly 
return  it,  and  flog  diligently  every  inch  of  water,  as 
here  it  is  no  use  waiting  for  a  rise.  The  afternoon 
wears  away  and  the  evening  calm  and  serene  comes 
on,  and  still  I  have  only  one  to  console  myself  with, 
so  I  again  change  my  flies,  and  am  immediately 
rewarded  with  a  half-pounder  coming  to  the  net. 
Soon  after  I  got  another  quite  by  accident,  my  flies 
having  caught  in  a  small  twig  and  then  falling  off 
into  the  rough  water  at  the  tail  of  a  pool.  I  now 
fished  rapidly  as  darkness  was  coming  on  ;  reaching 
the  biggest  pool  at  the  bend  of  the  stream  where 
the  trees  overhang  the  water,  and  humouring  my 
flies,  I  throw  them  in  well  under  the  bushes  and 
let  them  fall  naturally  into  the  water — a  violent  tug 
and  sudden  rush  and  I  am  fast  in  a  big  fish; 
away  he  dashes  making  for  the  roots  of  the 
tree,  and  in  following  I  step  on  a  mossy  stone 
and  come  a  cropper,  with  the  result  that  my  line 
went  slack  and  I  feared  I  had  lost  him. 
But  no;  there  he  is — a  splash  and  a  gleam  of 
silver  and  the  fight  is  resumed.  Already  he  is 
getting  exhausted,  and  I  soon  have  the  net  under 
him.  One  vain  and  desperate  struggle  he  makes 
for  life,  but  too  late,  as  I  have  the  net  under  him 
and  he  soon  helps  to  weight  my  basket  by  an 
additional  pound.  Here  I  get  two  more  small  ones 
just  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  and  return  them  to 
get  bigger. 

As  I  near  a  large  log  that  has  fallen  across  the 
stream  I  hook  another.  Here  the  current  is 
strong  and  covered  with  snags,  and  the  struggle 
is  only  too  short.  He  fights  gamely,  and  gets 
round  the  log.  There  is  a  moment  of  suspense, 
a  sudden  snap,  and  one  half  of  my  cast  comes  back 
to  me  and  the  other  half  is  in  the  jaws  of  a  lusty 
trout.  As  it  is  now  nearly  dark,  I  don't  bother  to 
put  on  another  cast,  and  packing  up  my  tackle  I 
trudge  slowly  and  contentedly  off  home  well 
satisfied  with  my  day's  outing.  If  I  have  not  had 
particularly  good  sport,  I  have  had  a  most  enjoy- 
able ramble  through  beautiful  scenery,  and  reach 
home  quite  tired  out  and  ready  for  a  night's  rest, 
hoping  to  enjoy  one  of  my  fat  trout  for  breakfast 
next  morning.  A.  C.  Sharpe, 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA. 

By  the  Kev.  Gregoey  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fisfling  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill,  the  well-known  publisher. 


(Continued  from  page  22.) 
CHAPTER  II.— continued. 
Now  take  four  other  pieces  of  moulding,  corre- 
sponding to  the  last  four,  and  repeat  exactly  the 
same  operation,  and  then  the  top  of  the  tank 
will  be  formed.  Next  join  the  top  and  bottom 
together  at  the  corners  by  means  of  the  remaining 
four  pieces  of  moulding.  Fig.  22  will  show  the  way 
in  which  these  joints  are  to  be  made.  Care,  of  course, 
should  be  taken  that  everything  is  square  and  true. 
The  framework  of  the  aquarium  will  now  be  com- 
plete.   It  will  be,  if  properly  done,  very  strong. 

For  a  bottom,  cut  a  piece  of  zinc  or  slate  (the 
latter  being  far  preferable)  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  tank  (inside  measurements),  place  it  on  the 
ledge  which  is  running  round  the  lower  part  of 
the  frame  inside,  and  solder  or  cement  it  there. 
The  glass  for  the  sides  should  be  Jin.  thick,  and 
long  enough  to  go  quite  across  from  end  to  end. 
But  the  glass  for  the  ends  ought  just  to  touch  the 
glass  in  the  sides,  so  helping  to  hold  it  in  its  place. 
Before  putting  the  glass  into  the  frame  its  bed 
ought  to  be  painted  with  gold-size,  and  then  covered 
with  a  thinnish  coating  of  cement.  Recipes  for 
several  kinds  of  cement 
are  given  at  the  end  of 
this  chapter.  But,  for  an 
aquarium  of  this  kind,  a 
mixture  of  red  and  white 
lead  is  recommended. 
Now  put  the  glass  in,  and 
press  it  gently  into  its 
place.  Put  the  sides  in 
first.  Paint  all  the  corners 
with  gold-size,  and  then 
fill  them  in  with  cement  to  the  depth  of  about 
Jin.  (Fig.  21).  When  the  cement  has  been  roughly 
put  into  position,  the  fixing  of  it  may  be  firmly 
and  neatly  completed  by  gently  rubbing  it  with 
the  finger  upon  the  end  of  which  is  some  gold-size. 

The  tank  should  now  be  left  to  dry  for  some  days  ; 
but  during  this  time  a  stand  and  covering  for  it 
may  be  prepared.  The  stand  (Fig.  23)  can  be  made 
of  oak,  mahogany,  or  deal ;  this  last  should  be 


21.  A,  Zinc  Frame  ; 
Glass ;  C,  Cement. 


Fig.  22.  Showing  the  Junction  of  the  Zinc 
Moulding  at  the  Corners. 

stained  and  varnished.  It  ought  to  be  a  trifle 
longer  and  broader  than  the  aquarium.  A  groove 
must  be  cut  in  its  surface,  to  receive  the  beading 
of  the  zinc  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank. 
The  whole  should  stand  quite  firmly.  Instead  of 
the  heavy-looking  covering  usually  made  for  such 


two  coats  of  a  varnish  made  of  the  best  sealing-wax 
dissolved  in  spirits  of  wine.  With  this  the  zinc 
bottom  ought  also  to  be  painted  two  or  three  times. 
Japan  black  may  be  used  instead  of  the  above 
varnish,  but  it  will  not  be  so  satisfactory.  If  no 
varnish  at  all  is  used,  the  aquarium  must  be  filled 
with  water  for  three  weeks  or  a  month  before  it  is 
stocked  with  plants  and  fish,  the  water  being  fre- 
quently changed  during  the  time.  The  framework 
of  the  aquarium  will  be  much  improved  in  appear- 
ance if  carefully  painted  with  Brunswick-black  or 
enamel  of  some  suitable  colour  ;  if  black  is  used, 
it  may  be  "  picked  out "  with  gold  or  yellow. 

I  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  maker  of 
such  a  tank  as  this  has  had  some  little  practice  in 
the  use  of  the  soldering-iron.  But  should  the 
reader  not  know  how  to  solder,  and  yet  wish  to 
attempt  to  make  such  an  aquarium  as  this,  he  cannot 
do  better  than  invest  6d.  in  an  excellent  little  book 
entitled  "  Worlcing  in  Sheet  Metal,"*  which  will 
give  him  all  the  information  he  will  require. 

It  is  comparatively  easy  to  make  an  aquarium 
to  resemble  Fig.  7.  The  ends  and  bottom  are  made 
of  lin.  well-seasoned  deal,  dovetailed  together. 
They  are  grooved.  The  grooves  run  with  the  grahi, 
and  are  i|in.  deep,  about  the  same  wide,  and  ilin.j 
from  each  edge.  The  ends  are  held  firmly  in  their* 
places  by  two  bars  at  the  top  of  the  aquarium 


Fig.  23.  Stand  for  Zinc-framed  Aquarium. 

an  aquarium  as  this,  a  flat  piece  of  glass  or  of  per- 
forated zinc  is  to  be  preferred  :  the  former  is  the 
better. 

At  the  end  of  a  week  the  cement  will  have 
become  somewhat  hard ;  and  if  red  and  white  lead 
have  been  used  as  the  cement  it  should  now  receive 


Fig.  24.  Method  of  Dovetailing  Crossbars  of 
Aquarium  (Fig.  7)  into  Upper  Part  op  Ends. 

(Fig.  7,  a).  These  bars  are  2in.  broad  and  lin. 
thick.  They  are  dovetailed  into  their  places  (Fig. 
24),  and  have  grooves  to  correspond  with  those  in 
the  bottom  and  the  ends. 

The  ends  are  lined  with  window-glass  and  the 
bottom  is  lined  with  slate.  The  sides  are  formed 
of  plate-glass  Jin.  thick  ;  these  must  be  put  in  their 
places  before  the  crossbars  at  the  top  of  the  aquarium 
are  fastened,  the  grooves  into  which  they  go  having 
previously  been  half-filled  with  cement  No.  2. 
Cover  the  bottom  with  a  thin  layer  of  the  cement 
just  mentioned,  and  press  the  slate  firmly  and  gently 
into  its  place.  Fix,  in  the  same  way,  the  glass 
linings  for  the  ends.  Fill  up  the  corners  with  a 
cement  of  red  and  white  lead  to  the  depth  of  a  Jin., 
and  when  it  is  somewhat  hard  put  over  it  a  coating 
of  the  cement  which  was  first  used.  This  cement 
might  be  employed  throughout ;  but  then,  for  safety, 
it  must  be  used  a  little  more  liberally  than  the 
other.  The  junction  of  the  glass  linings  with  the 
ends,  and  the  dovetailing  of  the  crossbars,  can  be 
hidden  by  four  strips  of  wood,  2|in.  wide  and  -Jin. 
thick,  neatly  mitred  together,  the  corners  of  which 
framing  may  be  decorated  with  small  turned  orna- 
ments (as  in  Fig.  7).  The  woodwork  will  look  well 
either  stained,  sized,  and  varnished,  or  French 
polished.  The  aquarium  should  have  six  little  feet 
lin.  high,  screwed  to  the  bottom. 

Slate  fin.  or  lin.  thick  will  be  required  to  make 
a  tank  like  Fig.  8.  It  maj'  be  procured  at  a  slate 
merchant's  at  a  cost  of  about  lOd.  a  foot.  The 
three  pieces  which  will  be  wanted  can  most  likely 
be  obtained  the  size  required.  The  bottom  30Ln. 
long  and  16in.  wide,  and  the  ends  each  16in.  by  13in., 
will  make  an  aquarium  of  good  dimensions.  At  lin. 
from  the  extremity  of  each  end — that  is,  across  the 
broad  part — cut  a  groove  iin.  deep  and  IJin.  broad. 
This  is  supposing  that  slate  lin.  thick  has  been 
choseii;  but  if  it  is  only  fin.  thick,  then  the  groove 
_  must  be  proportionately  smaller  each  way. 
^  The  groove  may  be  cut  in  the  following 
manner  : — First  mark  with  an  awl  the  exact 
place  and  dimensions  of  the  groove.  Then 
get  two  straight-edged  jDieces  of  wood  some 
inches  longer  than  the  breadth  of  the  end ; 
place  them  each  side  of  the  line  which  is  to  be 
cut,  and  nail  them  to  the  bench — they  should 
be  just  wide  enough  apart  to  admit  a  tenon-saw — and 
with  the  saw  cut  the  line  to  the  required  depth,  iin. 
Without  some  such  preparation  as  this  it  would 

*  "  Working  in  Sheet  Metal."  In8ti-U(rtions  to  amateurs  in  sol- 
■  dering,  lirazing,  etc  By  the  author  of  "  Turning  for  Amateurs.' 
Lonrlon  :  I.  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Strand,  W.C, 
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be  difficult  to  cut  the  sides  of  the  grooves  with  the 
necessary  accuracy.  When  both  lines  have  been 
sawn  in  this  way,  take  a  chisel  and  mallet  and  cut 
out  the  slate  which  lies  between  them.  But  before 
using  the  chisel  take  the  precaution  to  put  two  or 
three  folds  of  carpet,  or  the  like,  between  the  slate 
and  the  bench  to  prevent  all  jarring  and  the  danger 
of  a  crack.  These  grooves  are  to  receive  the  ends 
of  the  bottom. 

There  is  another  way  of  making  the  cuts  for  these 
grooves.  It  is  this : — Get  a  piece  of  hoop-iron 
about  a  foot  long  and  straighten  it.  Then  for  a 
handle  procure  lOin.  of  broomstick,  more  or  less, 
saw  it  half  through  lengthwise,  and  hammer  the 
hoop-iron  into  the  groove.  Mark  with  an  awl  the 
place  on  the  slate  where  the  cut  is  to  be  made — and 
deepen  this  mark  a  little  by  running  the  point  of  a 


Pig.  25.  End  op  Slate  Aquaeium  (Fig.  8),  showing 
Grooves  for  Glass  Sides  and  Slate  Bottom,  and  Holes 
for  Bolts. 

three-cornered  file  a  fewtimes  carefullyup  and  down. 
Fill  the  slight  groove  thus  made  with  fine  white 
sand,  and  moisten  it  with  water  by  means  of  a  wet 
brush.  Now  run  to  and  fro  in  this  sand  and  water 
the  edge  of  the  tool  which  has  just  been  made.  By 
continually  doing  this,  always  keeping  plenty  of 
sand  and  water  under  the  edge  of  the  iron,  the 
cut  will  gradually  become  deep  enough.  When 
the  cuts  have  been  made,  the  portion  of  slate 
between  them  may  be  chiselled  out  as  before 
directed.  As  a  rule,  the  slate  can  be  split  cleanly 
out  by  striking  the  chisel  against  the  edge  and  not 
on  the  top  of  the  slate,  and  there  is  less  danger  of 
breakage.  The  latter  method  of  making  the  cuts 
is  the  more  satisfactory  of  the  two — the  former  so 
quickly  blimts  the  saw. 

Now  along  both  sides  of  the  bottom  and  of  each 
end  cut,  at  a  distance  of  fin.  from  the  edge,  grooves 
^in.  deep  and  |in.  broad.  These  grooves  are  to 
receive  the  plate-glass  sides,  Jin.  thick.  After  this 
bore  four  holes,  Jin.  in  diameter,  right  through  each 
end.  Two  of  these  are  to  be  IJin.  from  the  edge 
and  Jin.  below  the  groove  which  is  to  receive  the 
end  of  the  bottom,  and  two  lin.  from  the  top  and 
just  within  the  grooves  cut  for  the  glass  (Fig.  25). 

(To  be  continued.) 


CHATS  WITH  AN  OLD  ANGLEE. 

{Continued  from  page  6.) 

"  Old  Izaak"  has  been  reading  my  chats  with 
the  veteran  W.  J.  Matthews,  and  has  been  reminded 
thereby  of  the  traditional  longevity  of  those  who 
follow  the  gentle  craft.    In  the  People  of  Jan.  12 
"  Old  Izaak"  writes  confirming  my  statement  that 
anglers  attain  a  good  old  age  "  frosty  but  kindly." 
"  Izaak  Walton  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-one, 
Dean  Nowell  ninety-five,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
Dr.  Leigh,  of  Balliol,  enjoyed  fishing  when  over 
ninety,  as  more  recently  did  Mv.  Troup,  who,  at 
the  time  of  his  death  last  year,  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Amwell  Jlagna  Fshery.    '  Dear 
old  HoUoway'  (of  the  True  Waltonians),  'Father 
Pearce  "  and  T.  E.  Sachs  (presidents  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society)  all  passed  away  at  a  patriarchal 
age,  and  other  living  ■  worthies  promise  to  equal 
or  excel-  in  longevity  those  who  have  gone  before. 
Their  length  of  years  is  properly  ascribed  to 
angling  and  temperance,  to  the  latter  of  which 
the  anglers'  simple  environment  in  olden  days 
doubtless  contributed." 

"  That  is  so,"  said  Mr.  Matthews,  when  I  called 
his  attention  to  this  paragraph.  "  When  a  boy  I 
worked  in  Fleet-street,  and  more  than  one  old 
angler  pointed  out  to  me  that  St.  Dunstan's  Church 
was  associated  with  memories  of  Izaak  Walton, 
who  was  a  pattern  of  temperate  and  honest  living 
as  well  as  a  good  fisherman.  I  am  glad  to  see  that, 
although  St.  Dimstan's  Chiirch  has  undergone  some 
changes  which  all  must  regret,  the  Walton  tablet 
is  still  in  a  prominent  position,  a  shrine  to  which 
all  reverent  anglers  should  turn  their  feet,  Eeaders 


of  the  Fishing  Gazette  should  also  remember  that 
the  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  &  Co.  had  their 
business  premises  next  to  St.  Dunstan's  Clmrcli. 
The  flags  of  Fleet-street  have  been  trodden  by  many 
good  anglers  since  the  days  of  Walton.  One  I  I 
remember  very  well — the  famous  artist  J ohn  Leech.  1 
He  used  often  to  visit  Mr.  Guthrie,  editor  of  TIlb 
Watchman,  on  which  paper  I  was  for  a  wliile 
reading  boy.  I  was  very  proud  of  the  fine  baskets 
of  fish  I  used  to  sometimes  catch,  and  liked  to 
displaj'  them  at  the  office.  John  Leech  saw  some 
of  my  catches,  and  gave  me  words  of  kindly  praise 
and  encouragement.  Before  his  nerves  were  jarred 
by  barrel-organ  grinders  he  was  full  of  fun,  and  I 
often  heard  him  tell  funny  angling  stories — stories 
which  he  pictorially  illustrated  in  the  '  Sporting 
Adventures  of  Mr.  Briggs.'  " 

"Have  you  known  other  artist  anglers?"  I 
asked.  "  Yes,"  said  Mr.  Matthews,  "  several.  I 
knew  Mr.  Eolfe  very  well,  and  Mr.  Walter  Crane, 
an  excellent  angler,  still  happily  wielding  brush 
and  pencil  with  consummate  skill.  I  have  often 
wished  that  I  had  possessed  artistic  ability  or  that 
the  camera  had  been  in  vogue  a  little  earlier,  so 
that  I  might  have  some  mementoes  of  the  charm-  \ 
ing  rural  scenes  round  London,  scenes  which  I  j 
enjoyed  as  a  boy  and  which  are  now  quite  j 
obliterated.  A  favomite  fishing  jaunt  was  to 
Eickmansworth.  When  Tommy,  my  pal,  and  I 
left  off  work  quite  late  on  Saturday  evening,  we  used 
to  go  indoors  and  '  pickle  '  our  feet  in  brine,  for  a 
walk  of  fifty  miles  or  more  was  before  us.  Then 
our  baskets  were  packed,  a  knuckle  of  ham  was 


to  Clerkenwell  by  ten  or  eleven  at  night.  What 
would  you  gentlemen  who  enjoy  '  privilege  tickets ' 
say  to  a  jaunt  like  that  ?  " 

"A  good  many  would  say,  'no  thank  you,'"  I 
replied.  "  Y  u  and  your  friend  Tommy  must  have 
been  pretty  tired,  eh  ?  " 

"  Tired,"  said  the  old  boy,  sympathetically 
rubbing  "  Shanks'  pony,"  on  which  he  still  does 
some  good  daily  journeys,  "  tired,  rather  !  As  soon 
as  we  got  indoors  Tommy  and  I  would  repair  to 
my  room  and  proceed  to  divide  the  catch.  We 
would  toss  for  first  pick  and  each  one  then  proceed 
in  turn  to  pick  the  largest ;  many  a  time  has  my 
mother  come  up  and  foimd  us  both  fast  asleep,  dead 
beat,  over  counting  our  fish."  And  the  old  boy 
laughed  merrily  over  such  memories.  I  must  here  skip 
many  stories  of  i\Ir.  jMatthew's  boyhood  days.  A 
concatenation  of  fortuitous  events  made  him  the 
worthy  host  of  a  Westminster  hostel,  and  for  about 
half  a  century  he  was  a  "Boniface" — temperate, 
courteous,  honest,  and  respected  wherever  he 
pitched  his  tent,  or  rather  hung  out  his  sign.  He 
founded  many  an  angling  club.  Where  is  the  old 
London  angler  who  does  not  cherish  pleasant 
memories  of  the  Alliance  Society,  at  the  Bed  Lion, 
Warner-street,  Clerkenwell,  or  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Club  in  Long  Acre  ? 

"  One  night  oiu-  club  at  Warner-street,  Clerken- 
well, entertained  two  distinguished  visitors,"  said 
Mr.  Matthews.  "Mr.  Frank  Buckland  and  :\Ir. 
Sachs  came  to  ask  the  loan  of  some  specimen  fish 
for  an  exhibition  at  South  Kensington.  This  was 
long  before  the  great  Fisheries  Exhibition.  The 


the  regular  thing,  and  off  we'd  start.  From 
Clerkenwell  we  went  along  at  a  swinging  pace 
down  the  New  Eoad,  through  Bayswater,  Acton, 
Ealing,  Hanwell,  Southall  and  Hillingdon.  Here 
we  arrived  about  half -past  eleven,  just  in  time  to 
'  refresh '  at  the  Jolly  Waggoners,  where  we  got 
some  good-humoured  chaff  from  real  jolly  wag- 
goners who  were  on  their  way  to  London  with  loads 
of  paper  from  the  paper  mills.  On  we  plodded 
through  the  darkness  until  we  reached  Uxbridge, 
then  along  the  towpath  in  touch  with  the  Colne,  and 
through  Denham,  Harefield,  and  Broadwater  until 
we  came  to  Mines  Eoyal,  where  there  was  a  paper 
mill  where  the  paper  for  bank-notes  was  made. 
Major  Wieland  was  proprietor  of  the  mill,  a  perfect 
gentleman,  who  gave  me  permission  to  fish  by  the 
mill,  and  many  a  good  fish  I  had  there.  Still,  our 
usual  destination  was  further  on  to  Springwell 
where  there  was  a  rickety  old  wooden  bridge  with 
rotten  piles  smothered  with  weeds.  This  was  at 
the  mouth  of  the  '  Copper  Mill  Stream  '  and  close 
to  the  '  Berry  Water.'  Here  we  arrived  about  day- 
break on  Sunday  morning.  We  began  to  fish  at 
once  ;  our  baskets  were  strapped  to  the  old  wooden 
bridge.  Oh  the  lovely  roach  we  got  out  from 
among  those  weeds  and  led  into  the  shallow  water 
close  to  the  horse  splash.  By  breakfast  time  we 
had  151b.  or  201b.  weight  of  them,  as  much  as  we 
cared  to  carry  home.  Then  we  attacked  that 
knuckle  of  ham,  emptied  our  bottles  of  tea,  had  a 
glorious  bathe,  and  carrying  the  basket  in  turns  we 
started  to  trudge  twenty-five  miles  home  again. 
Though  we  were  weighted  with  '  the  catch '  and  had 
to  march  through  the  heat  of  the  day  we  got  back 


members  agreed,  and  next  day  we  all  went  from 
Clerkenwell  carrying  the  cases,  marching  into  the 
exhibition  in  Indian  file,  to  be  received  by  Mr. 
Frank  Buckland,  who  was  hard  at  work  in  his 
shirt-sleeves.  So  began  a  friendship  which  lasted 
for  years.  You  see  that  case?"  said  Mr.  W.  J. 
Matthews,  pointing  to  a  splendid  case  of  fresh- 
water fish — "  A  Friendly  Bank."  "  Every  fish  there 
I  caught  except  the  grayling ;  that  was  bred  by 
Mr.  Buckland  and  given  to  me  so  as  to  make  the 
collection  complete." 

And  then  he  showed  me  other  presents,  several 
illuminated  addresses,  a  silver  snuff-box  from  the 
"  Hoxton  Brothers,"  and  other  testimonials  which 
called  up  memories  of  Tom  Hughes,  William  Bates, 
and  other  well-known  anglers.  For  some  years 
Mr.  Matthews  lived  at  "  Wave- Weir  Cottage  "  ; 
he  kept  the  Amwell  Magna  water  for  that  club, 
and  he  remembers  Mr.  John  Troup,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  capturing  a  91b.  trout. 

It  was  a  treat  to  me  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of 
the  veteran's  scrap-book  and  look  at  records  of 
good  days  of  long  ago. 

Here  is  one  extract: — "Alliance  Angling  Society, 
Eed  Lion,  Warner-street,  Clerkenwell,  1868,  the 

16th  of  (month  illegible),  Mr.  T.  Briscoe  in 

the  chair.  Members  had  been  out  fishing  on  the 
Thames.  Among  others,  fine  fish  were  exhibited. 
Four  good  pike,  and  some  splendid  chub.  The  jack 
and  chub  weighed  together  77lb.  O^'oz.  This  was 
a  good  catch  at  Shiplake.  Mr.  Matthews  captured 
a  pike  of  nearly  181b." 

For  the  present  I  must  bring  my  chats  with 
genial  Mr,  W.  J.  Matthews  to  a  close.    I  hope  he 
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will  live  to  give  me  good  "copy"  in  many  future 
years.  Meanwhile,  slioulcl  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  desire  to  inspect  his  splendid 
specimens  of  fish,  which,  by  the  way,  he  is  willing 
to  sell,  if  a  letter  is  sent  to  me  an  appointment 
can  be  made.  I  can  safely  prophesy  that  any 
angler  will  be  proud  of  making  the  acquaintance 
of  "  one  of  the  best " — the  veteran  angler  W.  J. 
Matthews.  Dragnet. 


AKTIST  ANGLEKS. 
CHAELES  WEST  COPE,  E.A. 

It  would  be  strange  indeed  if  men  who  wield  the 
brush  or  the  modelling  tool  and  sculptor's  chisel 
with  skill  and  power  did  not  love  the  sport  of 
angling.  By  river  and  stream  many  of  our  most 
eminent  artists  seek  recreation  for  mind  and  body 
and  assimilate  the  charms  of  nature,  absorbing 
into  heart  and  brain  scenes  and  influences,  without 
which  their  work  would  be  spiritless  and  inanimate. 
Sea  fishing  has  been,  and  is,  the  special  delight  of 
many  artists,  and  very  many  grand  pictures  and 
pieces  of  sculpture  have  testified  to  the  fact  that 
the  creative  faculties  are  splendidly  stimulated  by 
contact  with  "  Old  Ocean." 

Charles  West  Cope,  R.A.,  was  an  eminent  painter, 
who  lived  to  be  over  eighty,  and  whose  life  was  one 
of  unflagging  industry.  Every  Londoner  should  be 
acquainted  with  his  splendid  fi-escoes  in  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,  while  "  The  Highland  Soldier's 
Eeturn,"  "  Marriage  of  Griselda,"  "  The  Pilgrim 
Fathers,"  "  Hamlet  and  Ophelia,"  and  hundreds  of 
other  magnificent  works  made  for  him  a  reputation 
illustrious  in  English  art.  IMany  charnimg  pictures 
were  directly  inspu-ed  by  contact  with  nature  while 
out  fishing.  "  I  should  never  have  been  the  painter 
I  am  if  I  had  not  been  an  angler,"  said  Mr.  Cope 
once,  and  he  added,  "  if  I'd  been  a  better  angler  I 
should  have  been  a  better  painter."  His  art  and 
his  recreation  were  closely  interwoven. 

When  Charles  West  Cope  died,  in  1890,  he  left 
behind  him  a  voluminous  diary  and  much  manu- 
script describing  the  incidents,  the  joys,  sorrows, 
ambitions,  and  successes  of  a  long  life.  Skilfully 
and  affectionately  his  son,  Charles  Henry  Cope,  M.A., 
made  scattered  memoranda  into  an  entertaining  and 
instructive  book.  I  have  read  the  whole  volume 
with  great  pleasure,  and  pick  out  a  few  choice 
morsels  having  special  reference  to  the  great  artist's 
life  as  an  angler.  C.  W.  Cope  lost  his  mother 
when  he  was  a  mere  infant.  He  was  a  puny,  weak 
child,  and  owed  the  health  he  enjoyed  from  boyhood 
to  frosty  old  age  to  his  love  of  the  ocean  wave,  the 
river,  and  the  open  air. 

When  a  mere  child  at  school  he  broke  his  arm 
and  suffered  tei-ribly.  He  found  solace  in  reading. 
Here  is  his  own  account  of  his  first  introduction  to 
angling  : — "  One  book  I  delighted  in  was  '  Voyages 
Eound  the  World,'  and  still  more  dear  was  old 
Izaak  Walton.  Of  his  delightful  '  Compleat  Angler ' 
I  never  tired,  and  it  begot  in  me  such  a  love  of 
pastoral  scenery  and  angling  piu-suits  that  it  tinged 
my  whole  after-life.  I  was  only  a  child  when  Izaak 
inspired  me  to  become  an  angler.  When  Izaak 
spoke  of  flyfishing  I  supposed  he  meant  house  flics, 
so  I  caught  a  bluebottle,  and  as  silks  and  feathei's 
were  mentioned  I  got  a  small  piece  of  blue-black 
satin  and  tied  it  into  a  bunch  stuffed  with  cotton 
wool ;  for  wings  I  got  the  fibres  from  a  pen  ;  I  tried 
black  beads  for  eyes,  and  made  a  monster  large 
enough  a.nd  ugly  enough  to  frighten  all  the  fish  in 
the  river  1  However,  one  evening  I  saw  a  man 
fly  fishing  for  dace,  and  his  flies  were  a  revelation 
to  me  :  so  small  and  thin  that  I  wondered  to  see 
him  catch  fish.  I  described  my  fly,  at  which  he 
roared  with  laughter.  I  got  him  to  take  me  with 
him  sometimes,  and  thus  became  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  fly  fishing." 

"  Another  angling  gentleman  was  very  kind  to  me, 
took  me  to  his  house,  showed  me  how  to  dress  flies, 
and  invited  me  to  fish  with  him  in  the  Wharfe  at 
Harewood.  I  went  early  to  bed  so  as  to  wake 
at  four  o'clock  the  next  morning,  but  I  took  the 
precaution  to  tie  a  string  to  my  toe,  the  other  end 
of  the  string  hanging  out  of  window  with  a  bullet 
at  the  end  for  the  watchman  to  pull  and  wake  me. 
This  plan  was  a  success.  The  day  proved  a  success, 
too."  Very  delightful  is  the  story  of  young  Cope's 
first  regular  fishing  tour.  His  friend  fished  with 
cakes  of  a  wasp's  nest,  had  a  good  catch,  and  took 
his  pupil  home  tired  and  hungry  but  quite  in  the 
frame  of  mind  to  enjoy  the  wonderful  fishing  stories 


which  were  told  till  bed  time.  Not  long  after  this 
initiation  young  Cope's  father,  who  was  a  clever 
artist  and  also  an  angler,  took  the  lad  out  for  a 
day's  fishing.  This  is  how  Cope,  when  he  was 
nearing  eighty,  remembered  the  day  : — 

"  My  father  and  a  friend  took  me  for  a  holiday 
in  Teesdale.  Oh,  the  delight  of  it !  I  was  thirteen 
yeai's  old.  We  took  the  coach  to  Greta  Bridge. 
What  a  paradise  it  seemed — the  large  coaching  inn, 
the  bridge  over  the  Greta,  the  beautiful  stream 
winding  through  meadows  or  dashing  down  ravines 
and  over  rocks.  I  got  up  at  dajdight  and  went  to 
a  deep  pool  at  the  end  of  the  meadow  above  the 
bridge,  and  having  caught  a  few  large  flies,  blue- 
bottles, etc.,  I  lay  down  on  my  face  and  just  peered 
over  the  edge  of  a  rock  and  drojjped  a  tempting 
fly  on  the  water,  raised  him  again  and  dropped  him 
artfully,  and  at  last  a  large  trout  eyed  him  and 
rose.  I  struck  too  soon,  and  missed  him,  so  I 
tried  him  again,  and  gave  more  time,  and  next 
time  he  rose  he  hooked  himself  and  I  pulled  him 
out.  I  soon  caught  another,  .  .  .  then  my  father 
came  up  wondering  what  had  become  of  me.  .  .  . 
While  I  walked  back  to  the  inn  I  nearly  fainted.  .  .  . 
I  had  fasted  and  been  in  the  sun  too  long  .  .  .  how- 
ever, a  good  breakfast  on  the  two  big  trout  soon 
restored  me." 

Oh,  how  alluring  is  angling !  How  the  hours 
roll  uncounted  by. 

"  At  Eichmond  I  had,  as  a  boy,  quite  a  fishing 
adventure.  ...  I  went  into  the  hosier's  shop  of  Mr. 


Saunderson  and  spied  on  the  counter  some  white 
evening  moths  for  fishing.  The  old  man  talked  to 
me  about  the  sport  and  I  asked  him  to  take  me 
with  him  that  evening.  .  .  .  Mr.  Saunderson  waited 
till  it  was  dark,  but  I  soon  got  to  work  '  dapping  ' 
for  trout.  I  soon  got  hold  of  a  large  one.  .  .  .  For 
hours  I  sat  under  a  tree  and  watched  Mr.  Saunder- 
son throw  his  great  white  moth  skilfully  over  a 
deep  curling  pool.  ...  He  kept  on  for  hours,  and  I 
got  very  cold  and  hungry.  At  last  Mr.  Saunderson, 
looking  up,  said,  '  What  can  those  glancing  lights 
be  ?  '  They  came  nearer,  and  we  heard  shouts. 
It  was  my  father,  with  five  or  six  ostlers  and 
stablemen  from  the  inn  looking  for  me.  He  had 
returned  from  the  opera,  found  my  bed  empty, 
and,  alarmed,  set  out  to  look  for  me— of  course 
going  to  the  river  as  the  first  place.  Mr.  Saunder- 
son said  quietly  to  my  father,  '  I  really  didn't  think 
of  the  time.'  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  if  my  father  hadn't  come  for  me  he'd  have 
kept  me  out  fishing  all  night." 

The  boy's  tour  in  Teesdale  made  an  impression 
which  tinctured  his  whole  life.  It  created  in  him  a 
love  for  romantic  scenery,  a  love  which  manifested 
itself  in  many  a  splendid  picture.  The  boy  was 
father  to  the  man.  All  his  life  he  loved  fishermen. 
Cornelius  Harrison,  a  young  Yorkshireman,  who 
he  met  fishing  at  Foots  Cray,  was  a  dear  friend 
who  used  to  vary  his  angling  with  declamations 
from  Demosthenes  and  ravings  about  Mozart. 

Cope  found  a  sweetheart,  who  became  his  wife, 
while  fishing,  and  had  good  reason  to  bless  the 


lucky  catch.  He  also  found  liimself  in  company 
with  some  strange  characters. 

"  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  rare  good  trout 
fisher  and  fly  dresser,  Tom  Taylor.  Our  acquaint- 
ance began  by  his  carrying  me  across  Tees  on  his 
back.  He  told  me  he  was  a  gentleman  by  birth ; 
his  father,  he  said,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  who 
got  into  trouble  and  was  sent  to  a  gaol,  where  he 
proposed  marriage  to  a  female  prisoner  through  the 
prison  bars  ;  when  they  were  both  released  they  got 
married.  Tom  Taylor  was  a  good  wrestler  and 
swimmer,  and  in  the  winter  taught  dancing.  Once 
he  was  brought  before  a  magistrate  for  poaching ; 
he  proved  an  alibi  and  was  acquitted.  '  Go  about 
your  business,'  said  the  magistrate,  sternly. 
Taylor  lingered,  and  then  asked  '  Can  I  be  had 
up  again  for  this  offence.'  '  No,'  said  the 
magistrate,  '  you  are  acquitted  this  time,  but  be 
careful  m  future.'  '  Well,  then,'  said  Tom,  '  I 
don't  like  telling  lies,  I  was  there,  sir.'  "  'Twas  ever 
thus — an  angler's  love  of  veracity  sometimes  over- 
comes his  prudence.  In  the  Duddon  Eiver,  made 
famous  by  Wordsworth's  sonnets.  Cope  had  many 
a  day's  delightful  sport,  and  by  the  Duddon  he 
painted  his  charming  picture,  "  The  Stepping 
Stones." 

I  must  close  my  notice  of  this  artist  angler.  I 
hope  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  think  I 
have  added  to  the  interest  with  which  they  will 
view  Cope's  pictures. 

Cope  was  out  one  day  fishing  with  Eichmond, 
the  eminent  portrait  painter.  The  road  was  muddy 
and  disagreeable,  and  Cope  grumbled  lustily.  "  My 
dear  fellow,"  said  Eichmond,  "  no  matter  how 
disagreeable  a  road  may  be,  there  are  flowers  on 
the  banks  if  you  only  look  for  them."  Cope  took 
the  words  to  heart.  Through  his  long  life  he 
travelled  many  a  rough  road,  but  he  always  found 
flowers  on  the  banks.  May  every  angler  do 
likewise.  Felix  Penne. 


MY  FAVOUEITE  "SWIM." 


Every  angler  has  his  favourite  "swim,"  some 
spot  in  river,  lake,  or  pond  that  represents  to  him 
the  ideal ;  often  he  talks  of  it,  comparing  all  other 
places  unfavourably  ;  at  last  he  yields  to  persuasion 
and  takes  a  friend. 

They  arrive  probably  on  a  perfect  day ;  the  water 
is  a  good  colour  and  the  wind  in  that  quarter 
which  the  earliest  fishing  authority  tells  us  "blows 
the  bait  in  the  fishes  mouth  "  ;  everything,  in  fact, 
is  as  it  should  be,  and  yet — and  yet — well,  as  the 
Abbot  sang,  "it  seems  to  me  these  rascally  fish 
have  all  gone  to  sea." 

I  am  minded  of  a  certain  day  on  the  Broads,  a 
day  which  was  fraught  not  only  with  disappoint- 
ment but  also  almost  with  disaster. 

It  was  my  favourite  swim,  one  where  big  bags 
were  frequent  and  failures  few ;  its  whereabouts  I 
kept  jealously  secret,  knowing  how  soon  a  good 
spot  may  be  overrun  and  spoilt ;  at  last,  however, 
in  a  generous  but  weak  moment,  I  had  invited  a 
brother  angler  down  to  share  its  pleasures. 

The  day  arrived  and  we  followed  its  example — 
"  we  "  included  my  friend's  boy,  "  a  likely  scholar," 
as  Walton  hath  it. 

Leaving  the  train  at  a  delightful  little  station 
that  was  more  than  half  garden,  and  whose  name 
was  writ  large  in  white  flints  upon  a  green  bank, 
we  started  to  walk.  I  say  "  started"  advisedly,  for 
stoppages  were  many  and  progress  slow.  That 
mile  took  over  an  hour,  and  for  two  good  reasons — 
one,  the  scholar's  keenness  to  begin  fishing ;  the 
other,  my  friend's  superstitious  belief  in  omens. 

Our  boy  had  set  his  heart  upon  the  first  fish,  and 
to  this  end  he  tvould  put  his  rod  together  as  we 
walked  along.  One  does  not  like  to  check  ambition, 
and  so  we  waited  ;  then  "  might  he  bait  his  hook  " 
— we  waited ;  then  would  we  show  him  the  gentles 
"  just  to  see  if  they  were  still  alive  " — we  waited; 
and  as  he  opened  the  tin  too  hurriedly  and  most  of 
the  gentles,  which  were  alive,  fell  into  the  road 
and  had  to  be  recaptured,  why  we  continued 
waiting  for  sorhe  time. 

This  latter  stop  occasioned  another  for  it  occurred 
curiously  enough  in  front  of  a  sweet  little  flower- 
covered  inn,  and  this  my  friend  considered  a  lucky 
omen,  and  as  such  we  felt  it  would  be  a  poor  com- 
pliment to  give  it  the  go-by.  We  were  near  the 
Broad  now,  a  tm-n  m  the  road  brought  us  to  a  leafy 
lane  slanting  to  where  the  water  lay  sparkling  and 
glinting  in  the  summer  sunshine. 
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There  also  was  the  keei^er  with  the  boat  and 
ground-bait  ready  for  us. 

"  Mornin'  gentlemen,  been  expectin'  you  this  last 
half-hour." 

"  Yes,  Grilson,  we  are  late,  we — er — came  by  the 
road." 

"  Ah  I  that's  it,  sir,  that's  it,  the  road's  nearer, 
but  it  generally  do  take  longer  somehow."  We 
smile  and  he  continues.  "  Got  the  finest  swim  in 
Broad  ready  for  you,  sir,  where  you  always  catches 
'era.  Ah,  it  ain't  everyone  as  knows  that  swim 
neither,"  he  goes  on  reflectively.  I  look  at  my 
friend  and  nod  encouragingly,  he  nods  back  at  me  ; 
it  is  going  to  be  a  big  day  we  feel  sure  of  it. 

"  There's  a  lot  of  they  gipsies  in  the  field  near 
where  you'll  be  fishin',  but  don't  you  have  no  truck 
wi'  they,  they're  a  rough  lot  they  are,"  says  Gilson  ; 
we  promise  not  to,  and  start. 

The  term  Broad  as  applied  to  this  piece  of  water 
is  quite  a  misnomer — it  consisting  like  Mr.  Euclid's 
line  of  length  without  breadth  ;  it  had,  however, 
many  turnings,  and  round  one  of  these  was  the 
swim.  We  pulled  on  congratulating  ourselves  that 
in  a  few  minutes  we  should  be  well  out  of  the  wind 
and  comfortably  fishing,  and  then  as  we  pulled 
there  rose  suddenly  out  of  the  stillness  an  uproar, 
such  as  one  might  expect  in  the  busy  town  where 
many  people  are,  but  which  in  this  peaceful  spot 
made  day  most  hideous.  Alas  I  how  short  the  dis- 
tance between  the  Ideal  and  the  Keal — here  were 
we  gliding  silently  along,  the  gentle  breeze  bending 
the  tall  rushes  till  they  seemed  to  stoop  and  kiss 
the  rippling  water,  the  air  filled  with  the  songs  of 
many  birds  and  sweet  with  the  scent  of  many 
flowers,  while  upon  all  the  summer  sun  looked 
down  and  made  the  scene  most  beautiful.  Picture 
the  wakening  from  such  a  dream — the  Ideal  to  the 
Real ;  a  few  strokes  more  a  corner  turned,  and  we 
step  down  from  Heaven  to  Earth  again,  for  there 
on  the  bank  some  thirty  yards  away  were  a  group 
of  men,  evil,  villainous-looking  men  ;  they  were  all 
speaking  together  and  very  loudly,  and  on  seeing 
us  they  became  wildly  excited,  and  while  some 
pointed  others  shouted ;  out  of  all  this  babel  only 
one  word  came  clearly  to  us — that  word  was 
"  Horse." 

We  held  a  hurried  confab.  "  Back,"  said  my 
friend.  "  Back,"  said  the  scholar.  "  Forward," 
said  I.  Meanwhile,  the  noise  increased — the 
language  gi-ew  worse,  and  the  "  Horse  "  was  men- 
tioned even  more  than  before.  Also  they  seemed 
annoyed  with  us  for  some  reason.  The  others  were 
for  turning  back  at  once.  "  No,"  said  I,  "  we  have 
come  here  to  fish,  and  we  are  not  going  to  lose  a 
day's  pleasure  simply  because  a  number  of  natives 
clioose  to  point  at  us  and  shout  '  Horse '  and — 
and  other  things."  Here  I  turned  towards  the 
swim,  looked,  looked  again,  and  then  became  aware 
of  something — a  large  something  plunging  about 
right  in  it.    The  others  saw  it  too. 

"  Kelpie,"  suggested  my  superstitious  friend. 
"  Sea  Serpent,"  shrieked  the  scholar.  "  Horse," 
said  I.  "  Horse,"  shrieked  the  now  infuriated 
crowd  on  the  bank,  and  so  it  was  !  There,  in  my 
favourite  swim,  the  one  calm  spot  in  all  the  Broad, 
the  deep  well-baited  quiet  corner  that  we  had 
talked  and  longed  for  for  weeks,  there  was  a  horse  I 
Then  we  understood.  The  idea  was  that  we  should 
save  it ;  certainly,  but  how  ?  Advice  from  the 
natives  poured  in. 

"  Take  'im  on  board,  guv'nor,"  yelled  one  more 
coherent  than  the  rest.  "  'Old  is  blanket}'  blank 
'ed  up,"  screamed  another.  Everyone  shouted 
instructions,  couched  in  the  most  doubtful  language, 
at  us. 

The  Broad  here  is  some  eight  feet  deep,  with 
weeds  and  tall  rushes  growing  everywhere.  Our 
craft — no  "trim  built  wherry,"  Gilson  had  "known 
it  man  and  boy  these  forty  years  " — too  frail  and 
old  to  allow  the  risk  of  an  attempt  at  rescue,  what 
then  were  we  to  do  ?  I  pulled  a  little  closer  ;  the 
horse  saw  this,  and  plunging  violently  nearly  upset 
the  boat.  Now  we  knew  if  that  happened  someone 
would  have  to  save  us  as  well,  so  I  backed  water 
hard.  The  crowd  saw  our  move,  and  a  volley  of 
stoDea  came  round  us ;  luckily  they  were  too 
excited  for  good  aiming,  but  for  a  few  minutes 
things  looked  nasty.  At  last  we  were  out  of  reach 
and  comparatively  safe,  but  over  the  water  there 
came  threats  and  curses,  and  altogether  we  felt  a 
little  shaky  and  wished  ourselves  well  out  of  it. 

The  horse  by  this  time  had  drifted  near  the 
bank,  and  was  floating  ^  ery,  very  still  in  the  thick 
tangled  lily  stems  ;  a  man  secured  it  with  a  rope, 
it  was  dragged  ashore,  and  the  crowd  evidently 


explained  to  one  another  that  wc  had  pushed  the 
horse  into  the  water  and  drowned  it.  Here  was 
an  adventure,  unwanted  and  unsought.  Our  day 
spoilt,  our  nerves  upset,  oin-  very  lives  in  danger. 
Here  were  we  two  men  and  a  boy  in  a  lonely 
country  with  some  twenty  infuriated  ruffians,  | 
determined  to,  if  possible,  avenge  the  loss  of  their 
horse  upon  us.  Well,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but 
to  get  away  as  quickly  as  possible.  Up  the  Broad 
we  went,  now  hidden  by  rushes,  now  in  view  again 
and  greeted  by  showers  of  (stones  and  savage  shouts, 
until  at  last  a  bend  helped  us,  and  somehow  we 
got  ashore,  and,  under  cover  of  a  friendly  hedge, 
made  across  country  for  the  little  wayside  station. 
There  was  no  sign  of  the  gipsies  now,  we  were  safe 
at  last,  we  hoped. 

f  After  some  two  miles  we  struck  the  road  just  by 
the  inn  we  had  rested  at  before.  My  friend  called 
this  another  lucky  omen ;  we  had  somewhat  lost 
our  belief  in  omens.  However,  we  admitted  the 
luck  and  went  in.  Happily,  we  selected  a  back 
parlour,  for  scarcely  were  we  served  than  there  drew 
up  a  cart  containing  some  ten  of  the  gipsies  and 
the  horse.  We  hastily  summoned  our  host,  and 
having  told  the  tale  enjoined  him  to  secrecy.  This 
he  promised,  having  indeed  small  love  for  gipsies 
and  the  like.  We  listened,  andl  from  our  room 
heard  the  whole  story  anew  with  many  exaggerations 
and  fresh  threats.    Om-  host,  however,  showed  little 


knew  him  over  twenty  years  ago  ;  there  are  probably 
a  good  many  more  now.  What  a  jolly  parson  he 
was,  a  keen  sportsman  always  ready  for  a  day's 
shooting,  hawking,  or  fishing. 

In  his  preface  Mr.  Rolt  says  :—"  I  present  this 
work  to  the  grayling  fishermen  of  the  South  Country 
in  the  earnest  liope  that  those  among  them  who 
may  find  nothing  new  in  it  will  be  very  kind  to  my 
virtues,  a  little  blind  to  my  faults,  and  that  the 
many  who  may  as  yet  be  on  the  threshold  of  the 
elegant  art  of  catching  grayling  with  the  artificial 
fly  may  find  some  hints  which  may  be  of  value  to 
them." 

The  beginner  could  not'  well  have  a  more 
enthusiastic  teacher  than  Mr.  Rolt,  who  is  not 
only  a  very  keen  and  successful  fly  fisher  both  for 
grayling  and  trout,  but  also  lias  a  happy  way  of 
imparting  his  enthusiasm  and  knowledge  to  the 
reader.  He  writes  of  South  Country  grayling 
fishing,  but  we  can  cordially  recommend  his  modest 
little  work  to  all  anglers  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  live  near  a  grayling  stream — even  old  hands  may 
pick  up  some  useful  hints  from  his  pages. 

On  page  10  we  notice  that  Mr.  Rolt  says  :  "  Only 
once  have  I  had  the  experience  of  being  inextricably 
weeded  by  a  grayling,"  and  although  it  is  doubtless 
true,  as  he  says,  that  the  grayling  is  not  so  clever 
as  the  trout  in  taking  advantage  of  a  patch  of 
weeds,  we  think  his  experience  must  be  almost 
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sympathy,  and  advised  them  to  hurry  on  to  Yar- 
mouth to  sell  the  carcase.  This ,  after  more  remarks 
about  us,  they  eventuEvlly  did. 

Giving  them  a  clear  hour  we  made  quietly  across 
to  the  station,  and  from  there  safely  home,  and,  as 
Pepys  was  wont  to  say,  "  so  to  bed." 

The  scholar  and  I  have  since  had  many  pleasant 
hours  together,  nor  have  the  gipsies  ever  returned 
to  trouble  us.  But  my  superstitious  friend  he  will 
have  none  of  it.  To  him  my  favourite  swim  is 
only  a  painful  memory,  and  on  his  study  table  to 
this  day  is  to  be  seen  a  large  flint  stone,  and  painted 
upon  it  are  these  mysterious  words,  "  A  Quiet  Day 
on  the  Broads."  Robert  Stanley. 


GKAYLING  FISHING  IN  SOUTH 
COUNTEY  STKEAMS.* 


The  frontispiece  to  Mr.  Bolt's  pleasant  little 
work  is  one  of  the  best  illustrations  of  that  very 
handsome  and  in  every  way  attractive  fish  the 
grayling,  and  is  a  reproduction  of  that  keen  angler 
and  clever  artist  Mr.  A.  W.  Cooper.  Mr.  Rolt  has 
kindly  lent  it  to  us  for  reproduction  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  we  feel  sure  it  will  prove  an  admirable 
advertisement  for  his  work.  The  Rev.  J.J.  Manley, 
M.A.,  used  to  say  there  were  at  least  five  hxmdred 
collectors  of  angling  books — this  was  when  we  first 


*  "Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Stre.am9."  By  H.  lA. 
Rolt.  London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Limited.  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.   Price  2s.  6d.  net. 


unique ;  at  least,  we  remember  many  an  occasion 
when  fishing  on  the  Test  and  Itchen  having  been 
beaten,  or  nearly  beaten,  by  a  hooked  gi-ayling 
which  has  rushed  into  and  then  rolled  over  and 
over  in  a  bed  of  weeds.  One  day  when  fishing  the 
Costa,  in  Yorkshire,  where  the  grayling  run  large, 
fish  after  fish  broke  the  fine  gut  cast  by  apparently 
purposely  winding  it  round  a  short  but  very  tough 
weed  in  the  bed  of  that  unique  little  stream,  which 
we  regret  to  hear  is  now  very  hard  and  unfairly 
fished. 

Mr.  Rolt  is  not  a  "  dry  fly  purist " — he  gives 
excellent  instructions  in  wet  fly  fishing  for  gi-ayling. 
He  is  not  a  believer  in  the  idea  that  the  gi-ayling's 
mouth  is  exceptionally  tender;  except  when  too 
young  to  be  fairly  taken  the  lips  of  the  gi-ayling 
are  leather-like,  and  we  have  found  it  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  to  find  the  hold  give  way. 

On  page  31  Mr.  Rolt  says:  "A  grayling  rises 
very  rapidly,  coming  like  a  flash  from  the  bottom, 
and  if  it  misses  the  fly  glides  back  as  a  shadow  "  ; 
this  is  quite  true,  but  we  have  repeatedly  noticed 
and  killed  fine  grayling  in  a  slow  deep  part  of  the 
Itchen  below  Highbridge  which  only  sank  a  foot  or 
so  after  rising,  instead  of  going  to  the  bottom  as 
they  generally  do.  This  was  where  the  water  ran 
five  or  six  feet  deep  close  to  the  bank,  and  when 
fishing  up  to  them  from  below  with  a  short  line 
they  could  be  seen  about  a  foot  under  water  like  a 
trout.  This  was  only  when  there  was  a  good  lot  of 
fly  coming  down  in  the  evening  and  the  fish  were 
feeding  well.  Every  South  Country  angler  will 
endorse  what  Mr.  Rolt  says  as  to  the  splendid  fight 
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a  Hampshire  grayling  often  makes,  thougli  we 
should  hardly  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  ljlb.  Itchen 
grayling  fights  better  than  a  olb.  Kennet  trout. 

The  beginner  in  the  most  delightful  art  of  fly 
fishing  for  grayling  will  find  Mr.  Eolt  a  very  capable 
guide  as  regards  rod,  tackle,  and  flies,  as  well  as  in 
the  methods  of  using  them,  and  we  can  cordially 
recommend  his  little  work  to  their  notice  as  well 
as  to  that  of  the,  possibly  apocryphal,  noble  five 
hundred  collectors  of  all  angling  _books. 


SOME   QUEEK  FISHES. 

Ex-President  Cleveland,  in  defending  fisher- 
men from  the  imputation  that  they  are  given  to 
exaggerating  incidents  and  to  indulging  in  "fish 
stories,"  says  fish  are  always  doing  so  many 
unexpected  things  that  naturally  an  uninitiated 
man,  in  an  office,  regards  as  marvellous  the  ordinary 
narrative  of  a  fisherman.  Not  onlj-  is  this  true, 
but  there  are  also  several  queer  fishes,  the  doings 
of  which,  and  even  the  appearance  of  which,  may 
seem  to  many  the  inventions  of  those  who  are 
supposed  to  make  up  "  fish  stories  "  for  the  gullible. 

For  instance,  when  reference  is  made  to  a  nest- 
building  fish  the  sceptical  pooh-pooh  and  refuse  to 
acknowledge  the  possibility  of  such  nidification. 
Yet  it  is  true.  In  various  parts  of  the  world  there 
is  a  species  of  fish  that  seems  to  possess  all  the 
proclivities  of  birds.  In  Demerara  there  are  fishes 
which  seem  to  be  almost  amphibious,  build  nests 
along  the  banks  of  the  Orinoco,  ensconcing  them- 
selves in  these  weedy  habitations  and  laying  their 
spawn  therein.  Weeds,  rushes,  and  sticks  are  used 
by  these  industrious  workers.  Gasterosteus  inin- 
gitins  is  the  big  sounding  name  applied  to  the 
species.  _  Even  when  the  fishes  are  caught  and 
placed  in  an  aquarium  they  retain  their  former 
habits,  and  frequently  construct  miniature  nests 
having  small  apertures  through  which  the  females 
enter  and  deposit  their  eggs. 

Another  peculiar  fish  found  in  the  West  Indies 
belongs  evidently  to  the  mullet  family.  It  is  known 
to  the  negroes  by  the  name  "  kuffum,"  probably 
from  the  fact  that  when  in  heavy  rains  it  is  disturbed 
ffom  its  repose  in  some  pool  or  pond  it  comes  to 
the  surface  and  turns  a  series  of  somersaults,  or 
"  kufiums  "  in  the  negro  vernacular.  Sometimes 
there  can  be  seen  as  many  as  twenty  of  these  fishes 
performing  their  acrobatic  feats  along  the  surface 
of  a  pond.  Frequently  after  a  rainstorm  many 
"kuffums"  are  found  stranded  on  the  bank  to 
which  perhaps  they  have  been  carried  by  a  more 
than  usually  vigorous  somersault.  The  life  of  these 
fishes  must  be  rather  torpid,  for  they  seem  insensible 
to  the  allurements  of  bait.  When  the  negroes  want 
to  make  a  catch  they  take  the  leaves  and  branches 
of  the  manchineal  tree,  which  are  poisonous,  and 
throw  them  into  a  pool  where  "  kuffums "  are 
known  to  abound.  As  soon  as  the  manchineal 
exerts  its  influence  the  fishes  rise  to  the  surface 
and  are  easily  captured  by  the  unscrupulous  fisher- 
men. FishLng  in  this  way  is  illegal,  but  the  negroes 
are  willing  to  incur  the  risk  of  punishment  with 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  feast  of  "  kuffums." 

Ofif  the  coast  of  Surinam  there  is  a  fish  said  to 
have  four  eyes,  two  on  each  side  of  the  head,  one 
above  the  other.  This  is  positively  vouched  for  by 
certain  persons,  but  is  not  sufficiently  corroborated 
to  ensure  general  credence. 

Then  there  are  the  various  species  of  shark,  all 
uncouth  and  misshaped.  Of  these  the  hammer- 
headed  shark  is  perhaps  the  most  curious  in  form 
and  habits.  As  the  name  implies,  the  head  of  the 
fish  resembles  that  of  a  sledge-hammer,  and  the 
tastes  of  the  creature  are  more  ferocious  and 
predatory  than  those  of  the  ordinary  shark. 

Closely  allied  to  the  shark  family  is  the  chimaira. 
It  is  about  four  feet  in  lengtli.  The  upper  jaw  is 
entirely  lacking,  the  teeth  resting  on  the  front  of 
the  skull,  and  the  backbone  being  only  a  rudi- 
mentary structure.  Its  place  is  supplied  by  a 
dorsal  chord,  but  the  fish  appears  to  suffer  no 
discomfort  from  this  lack  of  jaw  and  backbone. 

And  the  pipe  fish.  What  queer  elongations  of 
fishy  matter !  They  remind  one  of  the  definition 
of  the  ordinary  sermon — "  twenty  minutes  in  length 
and  nothing  in  breadth."  A  pipe  fish  has  much 
length  and  a  big  mouth  at  the  termination  of  a 
snout-like  appendage.  The  male  has  a  kind  of 
pouch,  in  which  the  female  deposits  her  eggs,  and 
these  he  carries  around  until  they  are  hatched. 

Some  fishes  are  so  nearly  like  reptiles  that  it  is 


almost  impossible  to  classify  them  properly.  The 
lepidosiren  does  not  resemble  a  typical  fish,  for  it 
has  both  gills  and  lungs.  From  this  physical 
peculiarity  one  might  be  justified  in  assuming  that 
it  leads  a  double  existence,  and  is  the  "  Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde  "  of  the  submarine  world. 

Those  persons  who  have  seen  the  sunfish  will 
almost  \manimously  decide  that  it  is  the  monstrosity 
2Mr  excellence  of  the  ocean.  It  is  so  much  abbre- 
viated behind  that  ^there  seems  to  be  absolutely 
nothing  back  of  the  dorsal  fin.  This  malformation 
is  a  puzzle  to  scientists.  An  ordinary  sunfish 
weighs  anywhere  from  a  few  hundred  pounds  to  a 
thousand.  Almost  as  curious  as  this  fish  is  the 
fishing  frog,  with  an  enormous  mouth  by  which  the 
fish  is  able  to  swallow  other  fishes  nearly  as  large 
as  itself. 

On  the  head  of  the  remora  is  a  disc  of  serrated 
lamina',  by  means  of  which  it  fastens  itself  tc  sub- 
stances that  are  imable  to  escape  from  this  method 
of  attack.  Sometimes  fishermen  avail  themselves 
of  this  peculiarity.  They  place  aromid  the  tail  of 
the  remora  a  ring  to  which  a  line  is  attached,  and 
liberating  the  fish  they  wait  until  they  feel  an 
increased  weight  on  the  line,  which  they  then  haul 
in  to  find  that  the  remora  has  attached  itself  to 
another  fish. 

In  certain  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
poisonous  fishes  are  represented  by  the  car]),  pike, 
and  barbel.  These  are  more  dangerous  at  certain 
periods  than  at  others. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  there  is  a  species 
of  silk-producing  fish  found  chiefly  along  the  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean.  The  ^j/nnrt,  as  the  fish  is 
called,  belongs  to  the  shellfish  family.  It  varies  in 
length,  the  largest  being  about  two  feet  long.  The 
fish  is  supplied  with  an  organ  which  it  uses  for 
different  purposes.  When  it  wants  to  change  its 
position  it  attaches  this  organ  to  some  solid  object 
and  contracting  its  extemporised  leg  drags  itself 
along,  repeating  the  operation  until  the  objective 
point  is  reached.  This  organ  is  also  used  as  a 
tongue,  and  with  this  the  'iiinna  spins  delicately 
fine  threads.  There  is  a  slit  in  the  middle  of  the 
tongue  which  serves  as  a  canal  or  duct  for  the 
viscid  substances  formed  from  the  gland  secretions. 
As  this  substance  exudes  througli  the  duct  the 
threads  are  symmetrical.  A  great  number  of  these 
can  be  spun  by  a  single  pinna,  but  the  most 
valuable  are  those  of  the  larger  members  of  the 
family.  These  pinme  are  torn  from  the  rocks,  to 
which  they  have  attached  themselves,  by  the  fisher- 
men of  Sicily,  and  the  fibrous  substance  being 
collected  is  woven  into  a  clotli  which  is  said  to  be 
light,  durable,  and  warm.  The  term  byssus  is 
generally  applied  to  the  collected  fibres,  and 
fi-equent  mention  is  made  of  it  in  classical  writings. 
A  robe  of  this  hysnns  was  generally  given  to  the 
satraps  of  Armenia  by  the  Roman  emperors,  as  a 
mark  of  respect.  The  Sicilians  not  only  use  the 
byssufi  for  clothing  but  they  cat  the  j'inna  after 
they  have  robbed  him  of  his  spinning. 

Several  stories  are  told  about  the  piima  which 
to  most  persons  will  appear  improbable.  Some 
travellers  affirm  that  a  smaP  crab  is  found  within 
the  shell  of  every  pinna.  This  crab  is  a  sort  of 
watchman  and  attendant.  When  the  pinna  opens 
its  shell  to  take  in  a  siipply  of  food,  some  greedy 
plunderer  makes  its  way  into  the  shell  and  devours 
the  poor  fish  that  has  given  it  shelter.  To  guard 
against  these  invasions  tiny  crabs  have  established 
an  alliance  with  the  pinnw,  and  make  their  homes 
within  the  shell.  When  the  pinna  has  taken  in 
enough,  the  little  crab,  by  a  few  judicious  pecks, 
gives  warning,  and  the  shell  is  closed.  The  crab 
and  the  pinna  then  proceed  to  feast  on  the  spoils 
that  have  been  captured.  When  a  larger  creature 
approaches  the  crab  gives  warning  in  the  same 
manner.  The  pinna  immediately  "  shuts  up,"  and 
after  a  temi^orary  suspension  of  activity  opens 
again.  Whether  the  crab  is  so  faithful  an  attendant 
may  be  a  question,  but  it  is  certain  that  several 
jjinno'  captured  by  the  Sicilian  fisliermen  have 
had  little  crabs  within  their  shells.  The  silk- 
producing  power  of  these  fishes  is,  however,  easily 
demonstrated  by  a  visit  to  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

Everyone  who  makes  a  trip  to  the  West  Indies 
will  learn  something  about  the  flying  fish  even 
before  his  arrival  at  the  islands,  for  he  will  see 
shoals  of  them  lifting  themselves  clear  out  of  the 
water  either  in  frolic  or  to  escape  from  some 
pursuer.  In  high  seas  thej'  have  been  known  to 
fly  on  board  of  steamers.  Among  the  West  Indians 
this  fish  forms  a  staple  food,  and  in  the  regular  I 


season  the  boats  come  in  so  heavily  loaded  with  the 
catcli  that  it  is  impossible  to  sell  all  the  fish  and 
cartloads  are  hauled  away  to  be  used  as  a  fertiliser. 
The  species  seem  prolific,  and  a  fortune  awaits  the 
man  who  devises  some  process  for  pickling  the  fish 
for  an  export  trade. 

The  blind  fish  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  of  Kentucky, 
the  electric  eels,  and  the  phosphorescent  fish  are 
all  more  familiar  to  the  ordinary  reader  than  are 
the  fishes  previously  mentioned.  The  instances 
given  show  that  in  the  finny  tribes  there  are  many 
strange  forms  of  fish  with  exceedingly  queer  habits. 
— N.  R.  in  the  American  Field. 


SALMON  FISHING   IN  lEELAND. 

AN  UNSPORTSMANLIKE  ACT. 


I  WAS  seated  in  the  breakfast-room  of  Kilcascan 
Castle,  a  substantial  Portland-stone  built  structure, 
the  residence  of  Achilles  O'Neil  Daunt,  which, 
embosomed  by  well-timbered  grounds  and  within  a 
few  stones'  throw  of 

The  pleasant  Bandon  crowned  by  many  a  wood, 

fully  bears  out  the  poet  Spenser's  eulogy. 

We  had  just  finished  luncheon,  but,  although  it 
was  during  the  early  days  of  September,  a  bright 
log  fire  was  burning  in  the  grate,  the  cause  of  which 
was  not  far  to  seek.  Out  of  doors  the  elements 
were  at  strife,  the  rain  coming  from  the  south-west 
was  driving  with  remorseless  fury  against  the 
windows,  while  the  sad  sounding  moan  of  the  wind 
through  the  tree  tops  portended  that  the  storm 
would  not  be  of  short  duration.  I  had  been  out  on 
the  river  since  early  morning,  but  had  not  done 
anything,  although  the  salmon  had  been  showing 
in  many  of  the  pools  ;  but  from  the  sidelong  leaps 
along  the  surface  of  the  water  which  they  had  been 
making,  more  than  even  the  scudding  banks  of 
lead -coloured  cloud  coming  up  rapidly  from  the 
rainiest  point  of  all — that  of  the  south-west.  I  knew 
from  experience  that  a  heavy  rainfall  was  impend- 
ing, and  that  it  was  next  to  useless  to  continue  my 
fishing.  Indeed,  for  that  matter,  before  I  had 
entered  the  hospitable  portals  of  Kilcascan  Castle 
the  rain  had  begun  to  fall. 

While  chatting  in  close  proximity  to  the  blazing 
logs,  which  were  by  no  means  out  of  place  even  on 
this  early  autumn  afternoon,  I  learned  that  my 
kind  hostess  was  leaving  on  the  second  day  following 
on  a  visit  to  a  friend  near  Bristol.  Knowing,  how- 
ever, that  asking  for  a  favour,  no  matter  how  very 
insignificant  that  might  be,  was  an  act  quite  foreign 
to  her  nature,  I  had  of  myself  to  start  the  question, 
"  If  this  rain  continues  until  morning,  and  it  then 
clears  up,"  said  I,  addressing  my  hostess,  "to- 
morrow should  be  a  great  day  to  land  a  salmon  or 
two,  and  I  don't  think  your  Bristol  friends  would 
have  any  objection  to  an  Irish  fish."  "Oh,  don't 
think  about  bothering  yourself  in  the  matter!" 
came  the  reply,  which,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I 
more  than  expected,  and  which  I  then  and  there 
settled  by  saying,  "  If  that's  the  only  objection  I'll 
see  what  I  can  do." 

If  "uneasy  is  the  head  that  wears  a  crown," 
uneasy  were  both  my  mind  and  movements  after 
retiring  to  bed  on  tliat  blessed  night.  As  the  rain 
did  not  beat  against  my  window,  several  times 
during  the  night  did  I  get  up  and,  opening  the 
window,  put  my  hand  outside  in  order  to  learn  the 
state  of  the  weather.  To  my  delight  it  rained 
heavily  until  about  three  on  the  following  morning, 
when  first  the  wind  and  then  the  rain  abated  and 
soon  after  ceased  altogether.  Knowing  that  for 
some  hours  the  river  would  not  be  in  proper  trim 
for  salmon  fishing  owing  to  the  amount -of  rubbish, 
the  flotsam  and  jetsam,  the  accumulation  of  the 
previous  long  drought,  which  would  sure  to  be 
floating  down  and,  catching  on  to  the  fly,  would 
render  fishing  both  a  disagreeable  and  unprofitable 
pursuit.  Although  I  rose  with  the  proverbial  lark, 
I  did  not  at  once  jjroceed  to  the  river.  Instead  I 
utilised  my  time  fashioning  a  few  salmon  flies, 
favourite — and  justly  so — patterns  with  the  writer 
on  the  river  Bandon,  and  which  for  the  possible 
benefit  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  it  may 
not  come  in  amiss  to  describe.  The  first,  from  the 
fact  that  its  two  principal  colours  are  composed  of 
black  and  yellow,  and  which  was,  to  the  best  of 
my  belief,  first  tried  and  used  by  the  writer  on  the 
Bandon,  has  been  named  by  an  angling  friend  of 
mine  the  "  Devil's  Own,"  as  the  two  colours  men- 
tioned are  said  to  constitute  the  livery  of  his 
Satanic  majesty ;  anyhow,  it  is  the  deuce  of  a  good 


January  18,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


41 


pattern  with  which  to  "  nail  "  a  fish,  and  it  is  tied 
as  follows  :  Tag,  gold  twist  and  a  few  turns  of  red 
floss  ;  tail,  golden  pheasant  topping  and  Indian 
crow ;  butt,  black  herl ;  body,  black  silk  ribbed 
oval  silver  tinsel,  with  a  blood-red  hackle  over  all ; 
shoulder,  bright  yellow  hackle ;  wing,  mixed ; 
head,  black  herl.  This  has  proved  a  very  deadly 
fly  with  me  as  well  as  with  all  those  to  whom  I 
have  given  the  pattern,  and  I  have  foimd  it  to  kUl 
well  in  bright  sunshine,  too.  Next :  Tag,  silver 
twist  and  yellow  silk ;  tail,  topping  and  Indian 
crow;  body,  lower  half,  bright  medium  coloured 
blue  seal's  fur — remainder,  grey  monkey  or  seal's 
fur;  shoulder,  yellow  hackle;  wing,  mixed;  head, 
black  herl.  Third  :  Tag,  gold  twist ;  tail,  a  topping ; 
body,  dusky  green  olive  run  over  with  gold  tinsel ; 
shoulder,  darker  shade  of  olive  hackle  than  body  ; 
head,  black  herl.  This  latter  fly  is  called  the 
"  Jim  Keagh,"  so  named  from  a  fisherman  who 
invented  it  and  who  lived  quite  close  to  where  I 
was  now  engaged  in  tying  a  counterpart.  It  must 
be  tied  small,  but  although  small  I  have  found  it 
to  be  effective  in  both  high  and  low  water.  In  the 
latter  I  almost  invariably  use  it  as  a  dropper,  and 
it  has  done  good  execution  on  the  rivers  of  south- 
west Cork,  together  with  both  the  rivers  and  lakes 
of  county  Kerry ;  it  is  equally,  too,  a  favourite  with 
white  trout  as  with  salmon. 

When  I  had  these  three  flies  completed  I  find 
that  breakfast  is  on  the  table.  This  is  soon 
demolished,  and  ere  long  I  am  standing  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  on  the  charming  Manch 
preserves.  I  made  a  beginning  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  river,  which  although  not  belonging  to 
Manch  still  the  fishing  goes  with  it,  and  this  side 
I  generally  prefer  during  very  high  water.  The 
first  pool,  a  very  fine  one,  which  is  by  almost 
general  consent  admitted  to  be  the  crack  pool  on 
this  portion  of  the  river,  is,  however,  more  of  a 
medium  or  low  water  stand,  and  is  on  the  present 
occasion  passed  by,  as  the  flood  which  is  tearing 
and  surging  through  it  renders  it  far  too  high  for 
fishing.  Coming  on  evening  a  few  casts  at  the 
head,  as  well  as  few  more  at  the  tail,  may  be 
advisable,  but  even  of  that  at  the  present  moment 
I  feel  doubtful.  The  next  salmon  lodge  come  to  is 
the  Rock  Hole,  so  called  from  a  large  rock  which 
juts  out  from  the  side  on  which  I  am  standing ;  a 
gravel  strand  rvins  along  the  north  or  opposite 
bank,  and  as  during  high  water  this  is  the  proper 
stand  from  which  to  fish  this  nice  looking  pool  I 
am  compelled  to  leave  it  alone  until  I  have  crossed 
over,  which  cannot  be  done  imtil  late  in  the  after- 
noon, as  not  until  then  will  the  river  be  fordable 
at  this  particular  place. 

At  length,  however,  my  time  has  come,  as  a 
short  walk,  but  that  through  very  boggy  ground, 
lands  me  on  the  brink  of  the  Strand  Hole,  where 
during  high  water  the  fishing  is  all  from  my 
side.  Over  a  broad  shallow  on  the  south  side,  and 
through  a  deep  gut  on  the  north,  the  water  enters 
this  long  pool.  My  fly  searched  the  upper  and 
shallowest  portion  thoroughly,  but  not  a  rise  or  a 
drag  rewarded  my  efforts.  As,  however,  the 
satanically  named  fly  came  sweeping  in  towards 
•my  side  through  some  swirling  eddies  which  broke 
over  a  submerged  rock,  I  felt  a  heavy  drag,  and  in 
a  moment,  with  the  trusty  Enright  greenheart 
bent  double  in  a  symmetrical  arch,  I  was  fast  in 
and  playing  a  fish.  After  a  few  sullen  shakes  of 
the  head,  up  to  and  into  the  deep  gut  at  the 
head  of  the  pool  he  ran.  Here,  after  a  couple 
of  rather  sluggish  rolls  on  the  sm-face,  he  dropped 
slowly  down,  the  deepest  part  of  the  pool  was 
soon  reached,  and  round  this  he  several  times 
circled.  Not  much  gameness  did  he  at  any  time 
evince,  and  after  a  not  particularly  interesting 
ten  minutes'  play,  bringing  him  within  reach  of 
the  gaff,  I.  soon  had  him  on  the  bank.  It  was 
a  male,  in  not  very  good  shape  or  colour,  one 
which  in  this  river  is  usually  known  as  an  "old 
springer."  So  I  set  to  work  again  without  delay, 
hoping  that  my  next  would  be  a  new  run  fish, 
which  in  the  Bandon  at  this  season  of  the  year  are 
known  as  harvest  or  "  blackberry  "  fish,  and  are 
but  little  inferiDr  to  the  earlier  run  of  "  springers," 
both  from  a  sporting  and  edible  point  of  view.  I 
tried  all  the  pools  in  rotation  as  I  passed  up  the 
river,  but,  with  the  exception  of  rising  a  fish  at  the 
tail  of  the  Forge  Pool,  without  success.  It  was, 
however,  early,  not  as  yet  noon,  so  with  so  many 
hours  as  yet  before  me  I  thought  it  hard  if  I  did 
not  land  another  fish  or  more. 

The  second  highest  up  pool,  the  second  last,  as  I 
on  this  occasion  was  working  the  river,  is  known  as 


the  Upper  Quay  Hole,  and  until  an  individual 
who  thought  he  could  improve  on  nature  interfered 
with  it,  it  always  m  my  estimation  was  by  long 
odds  the  very  best  taking  pool  in  tlic  entire  Manch 
stretch  of  water.  In  medium  water  the  north  bank 
is  perhaps  the  best  side  from  which  to  fish  it,  but 


risen  more  fish  at  this  particulur  spot  tlian  in  all 
the  remainder  of  the  pool  together.  My  luck, 
however,  came  before  the  fly  danced  in  its  course 
through  my  pet  eddies  ;  within  a  few  yards  below, 
where  an  old  millracc  empties  its  waters  into  the 
head  of  tlio  pool,  as  the  fly  came  sailing  in  from 


KiLCASCAN  Castle. 


with  the  1  water' in.'  its  present  state  the  side  on 
which  I  stood  ,was'  undoubtedly  the  best  on  this 
occasion. 

A  quay  wall,  from  which  the  pool  derived  its 
distinguishing  name,  ran  along  the  northern  bank.  ■ 
This  was  built  as  a  protection  against  the  wearing 
away  wash  of  the  floods,  while  a  beautifxilly  shelving 
gravelly  strand  ran  out  from  the  south  side. 
Where  almost  every  yard  of  this  charming  pool  was 
good,  it  might  be  invidious  to  make  comparisons, 
still,  for  choice,  were  I  at  any  time  compelled  to 
choose  a  certain  portion  in  which  with  a  few  casts 
I  was  to  take  my  chance  of  killing  a  fish,  I  would 


the  deep  water  on  to  the  shallows,  a  fish  made  a 
gallant  dash  at  it.  His  good  intentions,  however, 
did  not  meet  with  success,  and  the  fly  came  into 
the  edge  of  the  strand  without  another  effort  being 
made.  Thinking  that  the  fine  rise  just  mentioned 
was  made  by  no  "  old  springer  "  but  by  a  lusty 
chap  fresh  up  fi-om  the  ocean,  I  sat  down,  and 
taking  off  the  "  Devil's  Own "  I  substituted  a 
"  half  blue,  grey  and  yellow,"  which  in  addition 
was  a  size  smaller,  and  going  to  the  head  of  the 
pool  commenced  very  carefully  to  again  fish  down. 
As  the  fly  neared  the  spot  where  the  fish  had  risen 
I  was  thoroughly,  the  reader  may  feel  sure,  on  the 


A  View  on  the  River  BA^■D0^^ 


without  hesitation  choose  that  part  where  about 
midway  down  the  pool  a  series  of  nice  looking 
eddies  break  over  a  bank  of  submerged  boulders. 
A  nice  lodge  for  the  fish  has  been  formed  by  the 
action  of  the  cm-rent  outside  of  these,  and  with 
salmon  in  it,  and  in  proper  trim  I  have  hooked  and 


alert,  and  just  as  the  fly  swam  out  of  the  depths  I 
was  rewarded  by  a  fine  drag  under  water,  and  with 
the  rod  raised  and  well  bent  an  exciting  contest 
began.  In  to  my  side,  without  any  preliminary 
shaking  of  the  head,  was  the  first  quick  move  on 
the  part  of  the  fish,  then  back  into  the  deep  water 


42 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  18,  1902 


and  upwards  he  tuiidly  tore,  the  reel  shrieking  a 
joyous  piran  as  the  line  rapidly  ran  from  otl'  the 
drum.  "When  close  to  where  the  luillrace  entered 
with  a  circular  sweep  he  turned  and  came  down 
stream  w  ith  lightning  speed ;  this  was  continued 
until  the  deepest  part  of  the  pool,  where  the  water 
widened  out  into  a  basin,  was  reached,  then  w  ith  a 
mighty  bound  up  high  out  of  the  water  he  sprang, 
and  from  the  momentary  glance  at  his  broad 
burnished  side  which,  as  he  turned  a  somersault  in 
mid-air,  I  had,  I  knew  that  I  was  correct  in  my 
former  surmise  and  that  my  friend  was  a  fish  fresh 
up  from  the  sea.  His  wild  play,  howe\er,  only 
hastened  the  end,  and,  as  with  the  first  fish,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  gaff,  he  soon  was  breathing 
his  last  on  the  strand.  It  was  a  perfectly  fresh  run 
fish  of  111b.,  beautifully  proportioned,  and  with 
several  sea  lice  still  adhering  to  his  slightly  copper 
coloured  sides.  My  mind  was  now  easy,  as  I  had 
a  fish  worthy  of  the  kind  lady  for  whom  I 
intended  it. 

While  tying  up  the  fish  with  a  piece  of  cord,  I 
heard  a  voice  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
saying,  "  That's  a  very  nice  fish  you  have  landed, 
sir.  I  am  only  sorry  I  was  not  able  to  be  over  to 
^gaff  it  for  you"  ;  glancing  over  I  saw  the  water 
bailiff  for  that  portion  of  the  river  standing  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  as  usual  accompanied  by  his 
pair  of  red  Irish  ratting  terriers.  "  I  wish  to  good- 
ness you  were  '  Jerry,'  for  then  you  could  take  him 
down  at  once  to  Mr.  Daunt  at  the  castle,"  was  my 
reply.  "  Try  and  see  if  you  can't  manage  to  pass 
him  over  at  the  head  of  the  stream,"  was  his 
rejoinder.  This  I  did,  but  on  account  of  the  depth 
and  strength  of  the  current  I  found  such  to  be  a 
matter  of  impossibility.  Not  liking  to  risk  the 
chance  of  injuring  the  fish  by  lugging  him  about, 
I,  in  the  innocence  of  my  heart,  deposited  the 
salmon  under  a  gorse  bush  close  to  the  bank 
intending  to  carry  him  to  the  castle  on  the  con- 
clusion of  the  day's  fishing.  Alas,  it  was  a  most 
decided  case  of  rhomme  jiropose,  ct  Dicu  disjyose, 
and  that  with  a  vengeance,  too,  but  of  this  more 
anon. 

Fishing  down  stream,  as  the  water  was  now 
rapidly  falling,  I  was  enabled  to  try  several  pools, 
imfishable  during  the  forenoon,  but  until  I  got  to 
"Goods  High  Bank"  I  did  nothing  worthy  of 
record.  Here  I  rose,  hooked,  and  for  a  short  time 
played  a  fish,  which,  however,  succeeded  in  breaking 
away.  At  the  tail  end  of  the  pool  I  saw  a  friend 
from  Cork  sitting  on  the  bank,  who  had  come  out 
for  a  day's  trouting,  and  as  he  called  to  me  to  come 
across,  and  moreover  held  out  an  inducement  in 
the  form  of  a  flask,  I  proceeded  to  a  ford  which  I 
knew  to  be  fordable  when  the  pool  abo\  e  was  in 
fishing  order,  and  as  the  salmon  killed  during  the 
morning  was  lying  hid  close  by  I  took  it  along  with 
me.  The  ford  was  just  passable  but  with  not  much 
to  spare,  indeed  for  that  matter  I  got  wet  almost 
to  the  hips;  however,  as  the  water  at  that  season  of 
the  year  was  not  cold  it  did  not  make  any  great 
difference,  and  a  long  pull  at  my  friend's  flask  soon 
rectified  matters.  He  was,  he  said,  very  anxious 
to  take  a  salmon  with  him  to  Cork,  and  he  then  and 
there  offered  to  purchase  my  one.  This  I  \vould 
not  hear  of,  but  offered  him  it  as  a  present,  saying 
at  the  same  time  that  he  might  consider  himself 
fortunate,  as  had  I  not  landed  another  neither 
money  nor  entreaties  would  have  induced  me  to  part 
with  the  one  I  was  now  offering  him.  Finally, 
matters  were  compromised  by  my  accepting  his 
invitation  to  dine  with  him  at  the  hotel  at  Ballmeen, 
a  village  about  three  miles  down  the  river,  and 
where  he  would  take  train  for  Cork.  We  then 
parted,  he  to  trout  fish  down  to  his  destination,  I 
taking  an  up  stream  direction  in  order  to  regain 
possession  of  my  fish.  My  fish,  indeed.  I  fear  that 
was  anticipatory  on  my  part,  as  on  arriving  at  the 
place  wliere  I  had  so  tenderly  deposited  his  carcass 
scarcely  two  hours  earlier  in  the  day  I  found  but  a 
few  scales  to  mark  the  spot. 

The  scales  were  still  there,  but  the  fish  it  was  gone. 

Such,  to  parapln-ase  the  lines  of  the  poem,  was, 
I  regi-et  to  say,  the  exact  state  of  affairs  on  my 
arrival.  I  Jiad  in  a  too  confiding  moment  trusted 
to  the  honesty  of  any  chance  passer-by,  and  was 
disagreeably  deceived.  fSome  time  later  on  I 
learned  that  it  was  a  fellow  angler  who  had  com- 
mitted the  nasty  and  sneaking  theft,  one  who 
should  not  have  done  so,  as  many  was  the  salmon 
fly  given  by  me  to  him,  and  frequently  when  I  did 
not  meet  him  on  the  bank  of  the  river  I  would 
leave  a  fly  or  two  wrapped  up  in  paper  and  placed 


imder  a  stone  close  to  a  bridge  which  wo  both 
knew. 

It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  this  was  a  great 
disappointment,  and  to  say  that  I  felt  angry  would 
be  but  a  mild  way  of  describing  my  feelings,  and 
also  to  remark  that  althougli  I  most  industriously 
flogged  the  river  until  darkness  fell  I  did  not  land 
another  fish,  and  it  was  with  a  very  slieepish 
feeling  that  on  my  way  to  Ballineen  I  called  at  the 
castle  and  told  my  tale  of  woe,  promising  to 
endeavour  to  rectify  matters  as  early  as  possible  on 
the  following  morning,  as  my  fair  friend  was  to 
leave  for  Bristol  by  the  1  p.m.  train  on  the 
following  day. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  following  I  was 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Owing  to  some  heavy 
showers  having  fallen  during  the  night  the  river 
was  in  pretty  much  the  same  trim  as  on  the  evening 
before.  As  on  the  preceding  day,  I  commenced 
operations  on  the  south  bank,  more  because 
Kilcascan  Castle  was  on  that  side  than  for  any 
other  reason.  However,  on  this  occasion  I  walked 
up  to  the  Upper  Quay  Hole  before  wetting  a  fly. 
Sadly  I  gazed  at  the  gorse  bush  where  for  a  brief 
time  my  lost  fish  had  lain,  and  I  noticed  that  the 
worthless  scales  were  still  to  be  seen.  Mourning, 
however,  over  spilt  milk  won't  mend  matters,  so 
without  delay  I  vigorously  commenced  operations. 
As  the  fly  passed  through  my  pet  eddies  a  fish 
came  at  it  in  almost  as  dashing  style  as  did  the 
mourned-for  one  the  day  before,  but  although  I 
sent  the  fly  again  over  him,  and  changed  flies  in 
addition,  not  another  response  could  I  elicit. 
At  the  tail  of  the  Strand  Hole  I  got  at 
length  into  a  fish,  which  acted  in  about  as  wild  a 
manner  as  ever  it  has  been  my  lot  to  experience. 
The  moment  the  rod  was  well  bent  in  him,  away 
without  a  pause  into  the  next  pool  he  tore.  This 
he  quickly  passed  througli,  keeping  me  well  on  the 
run,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  judged  from  his 
antics  that  he  was  foul-hooked.  The  Eock  Hole 
came  next  in  order,  the  water  [entering  tliis  in  a 
powerful  stream.  Still  holding  on  his  mad  course 
he  flaslied  through  the  shallows  and  entered  the 
Eock  Hole.  If  I  wished  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
wild  running  creature  it  was  necessary  that  I  should 
enter  the  water  and  make  a  desperate  effort  to 
follow  him.  AVith  a  strong  stream  as  Inentioned 
rushing  into  the  pool  the  venture  seemed  to  be  an 
extremely  doubtful  and,  to  say  the  least,  a  somewhat 
hazardous  one.  However,  on  the  principle  that 
looking  at  a  nasty  fence  will  never  make  it  any  the 
easier  to  negotiate,  in  I  went,  and  by  a  series  of 
struggles,  but  wet  through  well  above  the  waist,  I 
reached  the  opposite  strand,  delighted  to  find  that 
the  fish  was  still  on.  The  wild  run  through  the 
pools,  and  that,  too,  with  his  head  turned  down 
stream,  had  completely  taken  tlie  steel  out  of  him, 
so  that  I  had  little  difficulty  in  bringing  him  within 
reach  of  the  gaff  and  transferring  him  on  to  the  bank, 
when  somewhat  to  my  surprise  I  found  that  instead 
of  being  foul-hooked,  as  I  had  judged  from  his  wild 
conduct,  he  was  hooked  fair  and  square  in  the  roof 
of  the  mouth.  It  was  a  grand  fresh  run  fish  of 
15lb.,  but  as  I  knocked  him  on  the  head  to  my 
disgust  I  heard  the  shriek  of  the  engine  whistle  as 
the  train  which  was  to  bear  my  fair  friend  away 
went  tearing  past  through  the  field  to  my  rear. 
Ah  me  I  I  had  been  too  late.      Cherry  Brandy. 


THE  UPPER  EAPIDS  OF  THE 
EENE.* 


Pike  Fishing — The  Pike  Fly  and  Spinning  Bait 
— Wiring  a  Pike — The  Erne  of  Former  Days 
— Salmon  Stepping-Stones — The  Slob-Weirs 
of  Kildoney — Eeasons  why  these  Weirs  are 
Unpopular — Unguarded  Eemarks — The  Weirs 
•of  Killarney — Coming  Events — The  Punch 
Kettle — The  Double  Hares — The  Eace  — 
Fairies  and  Egg- Shells — Setting  in  of  the 
Eain. 

While  this  conversation  was  going  on  the  party 
was  joined  by  the  other  boat,  whicli  had  been  lying 
at  the  quay  on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  men 
were  soon  busily  occupied  in  both  of  them  fitting 
the  tackle  for  the  upper  ri\  er.  A  spare  salmon  rod 
or  two  was  thrown  into  each  of  them,  but  more 
from  the  general  order  that  no  expedition  should 
go  out  unprepared  for  salmon  than  from  any  par- 
ticular hope  of  catching  them  on  such  a  day  as 

•  Ki  om  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
ii  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ep. 


this.  The  only  capture  they  M'ere  at  all  likely  to 
make  was  that  of  pike,  though  even  for  them  the 
day  was  anything  but  favourable. 

In  each  boat  the  stern-sheets  had  been  fitted 
with  three  sets  of  rings  and  sockets  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  butts  of  the  rods.  Those  were  so 
arranged  that  the  centre  one,  which  was  a  short 
stiff  lake  trolling-rod,  not  seven  feet  long,  stood 
upright,  while  the  other  two  projected  laterally, 
one  from  each  of  the  boats'  quarters.  The  centre 
rod  trailed  at  the  end  of  some  thirty  yards  of  line 
a  pike  fly,  an  extraordinarN'  combination  of  every 
gaudy  contrast  of  colour  that  could  ho  devised, 
somewhat  about  the  size  of  a  sparrow.  This  was 
supposed  to  fish  for  itself,  while  the  other  two, 
furnished  witli  litches  or  snap-hooks,  and  baited 
with  jenkins  or  eels'  tails,  were  intended  to  be 
taken  up  by  the  fishermen  as  the  boat  approached 
any  likely  clump  of  weeds  or  rushes  and  trolled 
into  their  recesses.  This  was  the  theory,  at  least. 
But,  as  pike  fishing  is  not  avery  exciting  anmsemcnt, 
it  generally  happened  in  practice  that  the  three 
rods  were  fishing  for  themselves  (which  to  all 
appearance  they  did  quite  as  well  as  anyone  could 
have  done  it  for  them),  while  the  fishermen  were 
lounging  on  the  thwarts,  smoking  their  cigars, 
talking,  eating,  or  even  reading. 

This  was  pretty  much  the  case  on  the  present 
occasion.  No  one  expected  very  nmch,  and  no  one 
cared  very  greatly  whether  such  fish  were  caught 
or  not.  Fishing  could  hardly  be  called  the  primary 
object.  But  the  scenery  was  pretty  thougli  tame  ; 
the  river  quiet  and  brimming  ;  the  sunshine — rather 
too  much  of  it,  to  be  sure — but  still  pleasant  to 
bask  in  ;  while  the  slow  rate  of  going,  best  adapted 
for  trolling,  suited  no  less  the  feelings  of  the  rowers 
than  it  did  the  quiet  character  of  the  scenery. 

In  this  manner  the  two  boats  crept  slowly  up 
stream  nearly  abreast  of  each  other,  each  taking 
its  own  side  of  the  water,  so  that  no  less  than  six 
baits  were  trailing  astern ;  each  boat  was  steered 
by  one  of  the  party,  while  another  kept  half  an  eye 
open  to  watch  the  rods  and  to  see  that  the  in-shore 
bait  did  not  spin  too  near  the  reeds.  These,  which 
are  the  stronghold  of  the  pike,  formed  in  many 
places  a  sort  of  fringe  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
leaving  a  broad,  placid  channel  in  the  centre,  up 
which  the  boats  were  moving,  and  a  narrow  one 
between  them  and  the  shore  on  each  side.  From 
time  to  time  the  reed-beds  would  cease  entirely, 
leaving  a  broad  unbroken  surface  from  bank  to  bank, 
and  disclosing  views  of  a  rich  and  (for  Ireland) 
well-cultivated  country. 

A  few  small  jiike  had  been  from  time  to  time 
caught  and  hauled  in  by  either  boat,  but  there  was 
nothing  of  any  si/,e — hardly  one  exceeded  21b. 
Every  fish,  however  small,  was  massacred  rutli- 
lessly — as  much  to  get  rid  of  destructive  vermin  as 
to  gratify  man's  natural  propensity  for  nnirder. 

"  There  goes  another  rise  at  the  fly,"  said  the 
Squire.  "  It  seems  to  me  that  the  flies  beat  the 
spinning-tackle  hollow." 

"  It  is  always  so  on  this  river,"  said  the  Parson  ; 
"  at  least  it  is  so  among  the  smaller  pike  ;  and  this 
is  the  case  also  on  many  of  the  Irish  rivers.  The 
fly  is  decidedly  the  killing  bait." 

"  I  do  not  think  it  answers  much  in  England," 
said  the  Squire.  "  I  have  tried  it,  but  never  with 
anything  like  success." 

"  You  may  catch  them  with  the  fly  even  in 
England,"  said  the  Captain  :  "  I  have  caught  them 
with  it  myself.  But  you  are  right ;  it  is  a  very 
much  less  killing  bait  than  a  spinning  dace  in  any 
water  that  I  know.  I  suppose  that  Irish  fish,  like 
Irishmen,  have  peculiar  tastes  ;  for  thirigs  are  just 
reversed  here." 

"  However,"  said  the  Parson,  "  for  large  fish  the 
spinning-bait  is  by  far  the  best,  even  here ;  and 
therefore,  as  most  people  hope  to  catch  large  fish, 
if  you  have  but  one  rod  that  rod  should  never  be 
armed  with  the  fly  unless  jenkins  and  eels'  tails  are 
scarce." 

By  this  time  the  quicker  run  of  the  water  showed 
them  that  they  were  approaching  the  Upper  Eapids. 
These  rapids  are  of  no  great  extent,  nor  of  any  con- 
siderable fall.  They  form  no  great  obstacle  to  the 
navigation  of  the  upper  river,  as  they  are  turned 
by  a  short  canal  with  a  lock  upon  it,  by  which  the 
trading-boats  are  enabled  to  pass  them.  They  are 
by  no  means  a  good  salmon-throw,  but  as  they  are 
quiet  and  very  seldom  visited  they  now  and  then 
furnish  a  fair  morning's  sport. 

These  rapids  had  been  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion, not  so  much  for  tlieir  own  sake  as  because 
there  was  a  pleasant  sward  of  turf  there,  with  a 


January  18,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


43 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes   

A  Day's  Angling  on  the  Liffey    ••• 

An  Extraordinary  Dressing  for  Salt-Water  Lines 

"  Norwegian  Anglings  "  

A  Small  Trout  Stream   

Fresh-Water  Aquaria   

Chats  with  an  Old  Angler   

Artist  Anglers   

My  Favourite  "  Swim  "  

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams  ... 

Some  Queer  Fishes  

Salmon  Fishing  in  Ireland   

The  Upper  Rapids  of  the  Erne   

The  Eden  Fishery  Board  

The  Lune  Fishery  Board  

The  Natal  Anglers'  Association   

Marking  Tay  Salmon   

A  Gossip  about  Pike,  with  some  Lantern  Slides 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  'insertimi)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  moniing. 
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55  mlu.  for  Kew. 
75    ,,     ,,  Richmond. 
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Time  of  TLigh.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followiuK  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

ISO  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40   ,,     „  Putney.  .  ^ , 
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Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridqb. 
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Sunday,  „     19    8.3G  ... 

Monday,  ,,     20    n.5fi  ... 


Evening 
....  S.  2 
....  9.13 
....  10.37 


bunch  of  trees  under  which  the  fire  might  be 
lighted,  the  eggs  boiled,  and  the  Captain's  two 
trout,  with  anything  else  they  might  catch,  broiled 
or  roasted  for  their  dinner.  These  al  fresco  dinners 
were  exceedingly  popular  with  all  parties  whenever 
they  were  practicable  ;  which,  indeed,  was  not  very 
often  the  case,  for  Ireland  boasts  a  weeping  climate. 

No  one  seemed  very  much  disposed  to  try  the 
rapids.  They  were  not  very  likely  :  the  sun  was 
too  bright,  and  the  day  predisposed  all  parties  to 
laziness.  A  decided  preference  seemed  to  be  given 
to  sauntering  about  on  the  shore,  or  lying  at  full 
length  on  the  turf,  while  the  short  pipe,  the 
meerschaum,  and  the  cigar  were  all  put  into 
requisition. 

"  Come  here  !  come  here !  "  said  the  Squire,  who 
had  gone  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  below  the 
landing-place,  and  was  now  looking  into  a  deep 
round  pool,  between  the  bulrushes  and  the  shore, 
formed  by  an  indentation  of  the  bank.  "  Look 
here  1 — but  come  gently,  and  do  not  shake  the  ground 
or  show  yourselves."  And  there  lay  an  enormous 
pike  asltiep  on  the  surface,  with  his  great  round, 
green,  finless  back  just  awash,  showing  no  sign  of 
life  or  motion  except  the  slight  opening  and  closing 
of  his  gills  as  he  breathed. 

"  I  tell  you  what,"  said  the  Squire,  drawing  back 
his  head,  "that  fellow  is  to  be  had.  I  recollect 
wiring  a  great  lumping  chub  once.  I  caught  him 
asleep,  gorged  with  a  water-rat,  and  lying  on  the 
top.  And,  by  George  1  I  will  wire  that  fellow  too. 
Come  back,  all  of  you,  and  keep  away  from  the 
water.  Tell  Paddy  Mooshlan  to  get  one  of  the 
salmon-rods  together  without  the  top  j^iece.  Take 
the  Irish  one  ;  it  will  not  signify  much  if  we  break 
that." 

And  the  Squire,  who  was  never  to  be  caught 
without  his  materials,  sitting  down  out  of  sight  of 
the  fish,  occupied  himself  in  unlaying  some  eel 
wire,  and  laying  it  vp  again  in  a  threefold  twist 
with  a  loop  at  one  end. 

This  piece  of  machinery,  formed  into  a  springe 
was  bound  securely  to  the  penultimate  joint  of  the 
Irish  rod,  which  certainly  was  rather  too  slender 
for  the  purpose,  but  was  the  only  long  rod  they 
had  with  them.  To  secure  against  its  breakin 
an  accident  which  its  pliability  rendered  more  than 
probable— a  piece  of  snout  water- cord  was  made  fast 
to  the  springe,  and  led  down  the  rod,  taking  half-a- 
dozen  turns  round  it  in  its  passage. 

Armed  with  this  the  Squire,  cautiously  and  on 
hands  and  knees,  approached  the  spot.  There  lay 
the  monster,  (]uiet  and  motionless  as  before,  little 
thinking  of  the  numerous  spectators  of  his  slumbers, 
who  one  by  one  just  raised  their  heads  above  the 
bank.  Carefully  was  the  long  rod  protruded  till 
the  wire  touched  the  water  a  foot  or  two  before  the 
fish's  nose,  so  as  accurately  to  ascertain  the  distance. 
The  slightest  error  in  that  particular,  the  slightest 
touch  of  the  wire,  would  have  ensured  the  loss  of 
the  fish.  Slowly,  and  almost  imperceptibly,  did 
the  fatal  noose  approach  the  sleeping  monster,  who 
lay  still  unconscious  of  his  danger ;  now  his  sharp 
shovelled  snout  was  seen  through  it — now  it  had 
glided  on  as  far  as  his  eye — an  inch  more,  and  a 
quick,  sharp  twitch,  followed  by  a  furious  plunge, 
fixed  it  firmly  under  his  gills.  The  rod  never  stood 
a  chance.  The  top  broke  short  off  like  a  carrot  at 
the  very  first  struggle,  but  the  water-cord  stood 
well,  and  before  the  pike  was  well  awake,  or  could 
comprehend  precisely  \\hat  was  the  matter  with 
him,  he  was  lashing  and  floundering  on  the  bank, 
{To  be  continued.) 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  —  Geneeai,  Remaeks.  —  The  river  has 
rapidly  toned  down  and  has  been  in  capital  order  for 
fishing,  the  result  being  that  good  sport  has  been  had 
in  most  sections  of  the  river.  The  tidal  water  has 
fished  well  at  Kingston ;  bank  anglers  on  the 
Canbury  Promenade  huve  had  roach  over  lib. 
each,  whilst  punt  anglers  have  also  done  well. 
I  hear  that  a  roach  which  scaled  nearly  21h.  was 
caught  at  Kingston  on  Jan.  12.  At  Thames  Ditton 
Mr.  Chas.  Littlewood  had  ten  dozen  roach  in  four 
hours'  fishing.  On  Jan.  1.3  the  change  in  temperature 
seemed  to  stop  roach  fishing  a  little,  but  those  who  fished 
deep  water  in  sheltered  parts  did  well.  At  Datchet  good 
takes  of  fish  have  been  had,  and  many  bank  anglers 
who  visited  the  Upper  Thames  had  201b.  of  roach  each. 
On  Monday,  at  Ditton,  I  had  four  dozen  roach  and 
seven  decent  chub,  but  no  specimen  fish.  At  present 
(Thursday)  the  water  is  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
though  it  is  clearing  fast ;  anglers  should  try  now 
for  perch  and  chub,  which  are  well  on  the  feed. 
Mr.  F.  Sands,  at  Egham,  caught  five  jack,  the  largest 
GJlb.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  has  arranged 
a  roach  competition  on  the  Thames  for  Jan.  25 
and  26.  Mr.  W.  Newman  has  had  good 
sport  amongst  roach  at  Kingston,  but  the  best  fish 
have  been  caught  with  worms.  A  report  is  current 
that  a  salmon,  nine  inches  long,  has  been  caught 
by  a  bank  angler  at  Twickenham,  but  I  have  been 
unable  to  visit  Twickenham  to  verify  the  report. 
The  fish,  it  is  said,  was  returned  to  the  water. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Heuley). — The  water  is  now  in  splendid 

condition  for  all-round  angling,  there  being  a  nice 
stream  and  the  colour  just  riglit.  Some  good  bags  of 
roach  have  been  made  from  the  bank  and  punt,  but 
these  fish  are  not  feeding  so  well  at  the  time  of 
writing.  The  jack  have  been  feeding  well  at  times, 
and  some  good  bags  of  these  fish  have  been  made, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  having  taken  1.37|lb.  in  three 
outings.  On  Jan.  9,  Mr.  Turner,  out  with  G. 
Arlett,  four  jack  and  three  dozen  good  roach. 
On  Jan.  10  a  patron  of  G.  Arlett,  four  jack,  best 
fish  41b.,  and  a  few  perch.  On  Jan.  12  several  local 
anglers  took  some  jack  up  to  7^1b.  ;  the  chub  are 
feeding  well,  and  several  fish  up  to  3^1b.  have  been 
caught ;  given  fine  weather  sport  should  continue 
good.  On  Jan.  13,  M.  C.  Covell  and  son,  fishing  with  W 
Vaughan,  at  Shiplake,  took  three  pike  of  51b.,  41b.,  and 
12|lb.,  the  latter  fish  falling  to  the  rod  of  Master  Covell, 
a  lad  of  thirteen  years. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Richmond). — The  puntsmen  have  been  doing 

very  well  this  week.  Howard,  jun.,  got,  with  a  young 
angler  twelve  years  of  age,  161b.  of  roach,  largest 
IJlb.  and  lib.  3oz.  Hovfard's  patrons  during  the  week 
have  taken  about  1001b.  of  fish.  Mausell,  three  hours' 
fishing,  121b.;  F.  Brown,  one  day,  181b.,  fishing  with 
raemlievs  of  the  Walworth  Waltoniau  Angling  Society; 
Job  Brain,  jun.,  100  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have 
been  getting  some  small  takes  of  roach  and  dace,  but 
very  good  fish. — Gavnor  and  Son. 

— -  (Streatley).  —  Water  now  in  first-class  con 
dition  ;  Mr.  H.  baunders  and  Mr.  H.  Perry  took  five 
very  good  pike  on  Jan.  12,  largest  5Jlb. — Horace  J 
Gardner. 

  (Teddington).— In  one  day  Mr.  Witt  caught 

one  jack  and  a  few  roach  ;  on  another  day,  Mr.  Wade 
had  three  jack,  fourteen  perch,  and  a  few  dace  ;  Mr.  G. 
Chapman  also  capturing  five  dozen  roach  anddaceinoue 
day.  I  picked  up  a  fine  carp  (golden)  of  121b.  on  Thurs 
day  (Jan.  9) ;  it  had  not  been  dead  long — been  hit  by  a 
propeller  of  a  launch.  Mr.  Shepperd  has  been  getting 
some  nice  chub  up  to  21b.  at  the  weir.  The  water 
now  in  fine  condition,  and  prospects  are  good. — 
W.  McBride. 

Ancholme  District. — Sharp  frosts  now  prevail 
but  the  running  waters  are  still  open  and  suitable  for 
pike-fishing.    It  is,  however,  too  cold  for  any  but  the 


hardiest  to  bo  out.  Ai  little  more  local  stocking  is 
going  on.  A  new  club  has  been  formed  at  Itctford, 
and  the  coarse  fish  aro'  being  removed  with  a  view  to 
the  introduction  of  a  [good  crop  of  trout. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor.  » 

Avon  (Ringwood). — During  the  past  week  pike 
fishing  has  been  indulged  in  with  most  successful 
results.  Three  well-known  anglers  who  are  staying  at 
the  White  Hart  Hotel  have  had  capital  sport. 
Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer  landed  a  number  of  fish 
weighing  811b.,  the  largest  scaling  131b.,  Mr.  Hulbert 
had  501b.  in  one  day,  and  Mr.  Pridden  captured  ten 
fish,  the  largest  weighing  101b.  The  water  is  in  capital 
condition,  and  good  sport  can  safely  be  relied  on. — 
Piscatorial. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — There  is  little 
alteration  to  report  on  the  river.  Up  to  Jan.  13  spring 
weather  has  been  in  evidence,  which  kept  the  roach 
well  on  the  feed.  Bags  of  different  sizes  have  been 
had,  not  over  large,  but  the  number  of  fish  had  to  a 
rod  a  day  has  been  60,  and  in; quick  time  midday, 
with  yellow  paste ;  red  is  also  useful  some  days,  when 
the  water  is  a  trifle  thick.  For  the  time  of  year 
water  rather  low,  but  still  hold  a  nice  colour,  for  roach 
and  pike.  Time  of  writing  we  are  in  for  a  slight  frost, 
and  very  dry,  which  makes  bank  angling  clean  ;  pike 
all  through  the  week  has  been  a  trifle  slower  sport,  yet 
several  have  been  grassed.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — 
John  O.  George,  IBeche-road,  Cambridge. 

Brandon  (White  Hart  Hotel,  Norfolk).— The 
fishing  is  still  good  here.  Mr.  Dongworth,  of  the 
F.A.S.,  fishing  here  on  Tuesday  bad  grand  sport, 
taking  over  301b.  of  jack  in  the  afternoon  (largest  fish 
lOflb.,  a  handsome  thick  fish).  He  lost  many  fish 
during  the  morning  owing  to  their  indifferent  feeding. 
■E.  E.  Clarke. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District). — The  recent 

high  waters  have  subsided  and  the  river  is  now  at 
normal  winter  level,  and  in  good  condition  for  roach 
and  pike  fishing,  though  the  first  few  days  of  1902 
were  too  mild  and  sunny  to  allow  of  good  sport  with 
pike.  The  Christmas  holidays  were  disappointing  both 
to  the  pike  fisher  and  to  the  skater — all  still  waters 
being  laid  with  ice  too  thick  for  the  former  and  too 
thin  for  the  latter.  However,  just  before  the  ice 
covered  the  Broad  entirely,  a  fine  21lb.  pike  fell  to 
the  rod  of  one  of  our  most  successful  pike  anglers,  Mr. 
Robert  Crowe,  Wroxham.  Having  no  gaff  or  landing- 
net,  and  being  all  amidst  the  ice  alone  in  a  boat,  "  the 
struggle  "  (as  the  gentleman  in  the  "  Mikado  "  remarks) 
"  was  tremendous,"  but  resulted  in  a  victory  to  the 
angler.  The  same  gentleman,  I  understand,  killed 
twelve  nice  pike  last  week  on  the  little  Bridge  Broad 
adjoining  the  station.  Weather  is  turning  colder  now 
and  not  unlike  snow,  the  wind  going  more  northerly, 
with  frost  at  night,  but  otherwise  prospects  for  roach 
and  pike  fishing  are  very  fair. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Some  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  river  at  St.  David's,  by  Boiler's  Bridge 
and  the  railway  marshes,  by  Messrs.  Stead  and 
Collings  respectively,  the  best  fish  being  one  of  81b. 
The  water  is  now  in  good  order,  and  prospects  good 
for  the  next  few  days  provided  the  severe  frost  which 
commenced  last  night  (Jan.  14)  does  not  continue  or 
increase  in  intensity.  In  the  canal  at  the  Lime  Kilns 
and  near  Block  House,  a  few  pike  have  been  caught 
with  live  bait,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  of  special 
size  or  weight.  In  the  Railway  Canal,  near  Tiverton 
and  Burlescombe,  some  very  good  pike  have  been 
taken,  one  of  101b.  by  a  Mr.  Jackman,  of  Exeter,  and 
another  of  lljlb.  by  a  visitor  from  Somerset.  Weather 
now  bright  and  frosty. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (Sontta.  laincs.  and  Cambs.) — 
Angling  in  the  Fen  district  is  very  fitful.  One  time 
the  air  is  too  cold  to  allow  of  spinning  or  even  float 
fishing,  then]  again  drains  are  full,  and  running  like  a 
mill  stream.  At  other  times  they  are  quiet  and  fishing 
of  the  best.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  forecast  for  a  few 
days.  This  week  it  has  turned  cold  again,  still  sport 
is  possible,  but  takes  as  a  rule  are  small.  Nothing 
noteworthy  is  reported  among  the  captures. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Angling  is  very 
quiet  on  the  Idle  and  Ryton.  On  fine  days  a  few 
anglers  have  been  notice!  on  the  river  side  towards 
Tilattersey  and  about  Bollam,  but  the  supposition  is 
sport  has  not  been  over  good.  A  few  captures  of 
grayling  and  chub  are  noted  on  the  upper  waters 
towards  Eaton  Hardmore.  A  few  captures  have  been 
mentioned  of  perch  from  the  canal,  but  taking  things 
altogether  there  is  little  of  im))ortance  to  report. — L. 

Lea. — A  good  many  angleis  have  been  out  on  this 
river  and  taken  roactj,  perch,  pike,  dace,  etc.  With 
the  water  in  good  condition,  some  nice  samples  of 
roach  and  pike  have  been  met  with,  baskets  of  roach 
up  to  131b.  being  notified  from  Broxboume.  The 
eldest  son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Crown  water  here 
last  week  caught  a  bream  of  3lb.  12oz.  It  is  reported 
that  a  pike  of  18lb.  was  captured  on  Jan.  12  at  Dobb's 
Weir.  1  hear  of  pike  up  to  8lb.  and  some  good  roach 
being  landed  in  the  Thetford  waters.  Pike  have  been 
captured  in  most  reaches.  The  Ponders  End  waters 
have  yielded  some  inoie  bssketixble  perch,  several  of 
those  captured  being  over  lib.  Pike  up  to  5Alb.  have 
I  also  been  secured  there.    Sport  is  reported  quiet  cu 


the  Stort  and  Beane,  but  the  former  stream  has  yielded 
some  good  class  roach  at  times.— Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridg-e  and  Ely  Anglinff 
Society's  Waters).— Pishing  here  has  been  slow  this 
last  week  or  two,  not  many  anglers  out.'  A  fair  number 
of  pike  have  been  had  up  to  61b.  each,  and  some  good 
bags  of  roach  up  to  101b.  per  rod  have  been  taken— 
P.  W.  G. 

LMgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  gone  down  and  are  now  clearing  nicely 
and  the  snow  water  is  running  out  of  them  quickly. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold,  and  severe  frosts 
have  been  had  which  has  brought  the  fish  more  on  the 
feed.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  of  late,  as 
the  weather  has  been  so  cold,  but  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  if  we  get  no  more  snow,  there  should  be  a 
prospect  of  sport  being  had  with  fly,  grasshopper,  and 
maggot,  and  nice  greyling  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
low  and  clear. — Gwyxxe 

iMUgg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  sinking  slowly,  and  are  still  on  the  high 
side,  yet  bottom  and  sink  and  draw  fishing  will  be 
practicable  in  some  places  by  the  time  this  is  in  print, 
and  by  the  coming  week  should  be  in  fair  order  for  the 
time  of  year.  We  have  had  frostv  nights  since  the 
present  week  came  in,  and  if  the  present  fine  weather 
holds,  of  which  there  are  good  indications,  as  the  glass 
is  high  and  steady,  prospects  for  sport  will  brighten 
daily.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Bitterly  cold  weather  this 
week,  and,  with  the  discontinuance  of  the  rain,  the 
water  in  the  river  has  been  perceptibly  reduced, 
having  gone  down  about  a  foot  since  last  week,  but 
not  yet  got  fully  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  first 
part  of  the  present  week  the  water  has  been  too  thick 
for  anglers  to  do  anything,  but  by  the  end  of  week,  if 
same  circumstances  continue,  there  will  be  a  chance 
of  something  being  done  with  lower  and  clearer  water. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).- River  keeps  in  perfect 
condition  and  sport  continues  very  good,  several  Iflb. 
roach  being  landed  to-day  (Wednesday)  by  Mr.  Green 
of  Cambridge.  On  Tuesday  we  got  among  the  tench, 
taking  seven  (largest  3^1b.) ;  the  large  pike  keep  back 
yet,  so  nothing  over  81b.  have  been  taken  here  during 
the  week;  several  up  to  that  weight  have  been 
landed  by  gentlemen  visiting  here— Messrs.  Massey, 
Crompton,  Thorns,  etc.  Mr.  Bonley,  on  Jan.  11,  took 
nine  jack  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knowles  had  four  decent  fish  ; 
Mr.  Sargeant  was  unfortunate,  hooking  and  losing 
two  large  ones,  after  getting  them  close  up  to  the  punt. 
Pikists  should  avail  themselves  of  this  fine  open 
weather  and  the  fish  well  on  the  feed.— A.  Scaed 

 (St.  Neots). — The  water  has  been  too  cloudy 

of  late,  but  it  is  now  assuming  a  nice  colour,  and  I 
expect  sport  will  improve  in  consequence.  The  best 
fish  caught  during  the  past  week  has  been  a  5Jlb. 
pike,  and  anglers  would,  I  think,  do  well  to  turn  their 
attention  to  chub,  which  have  been  neglected  this 
season. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vjrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech).— The  snow  has  at  last  all  disappeared  from 
this  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  from  amongst  the 
Welsh  mountains,  so  that  these  rivers  are  again 
getting  into  good  condition  for  angling,  although  yet 
somewhat  above  their  average  level  for  the  time  of 
year,  and  pike  anglers  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  are 
having  a  good  time  of  it  after  the  recent  floods.  For 
some  days  past  sharp  frosty  nights  have  been  succeeded 
by  brilliant  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  and  very 
favourable  for  grayling  fishing,  which  are  now  affording 
good  sport,  and  are  still  in  good  condition.  At  the 
time  of  writing  all  traces  of  frost  have  entirely  dis- 
appeared, and  the  atmosphere  is  most  mild  and  spring- 
like with  the  barometer  exceedingly  high  and  steady 
■ — Vyknwv. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  on  Jan.  12 
was  in  fairly  good  colour,  but  fish  were  feeding  very 
irregular.  Several  anglers  were  out,  the  most  sue 
cessful  that  I  heard  of  being  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  of  the 
Serapis,  who  had  five  pike  (largest  61b.),  and  Mr.  H. 
Haines,  who  had  81b.  of  good  roach,  taken  in  the  last 
horn-.  _  The  water  is  now  rather  clear  for  roach,  but 
there  is  a  fair  stream  on  and  the  weather  being  very 
cold  some  good  bags  ought  to  be  made.  It  is  in  good 
trim  for  pike  fishing,  live  baiting  seeming  to  be  the 
best  style.— W.  T.  Bainbeidgb. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
mild  weather  has  given  place  to  a  cold  snap  with 
easterly  winds.  The  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  order, 
with  just  sufficient  colour,  yet  fish  are  not  feeding 
well.  Anglers  fishing  the  Ouse  recently  have  only 
taken  a  few  small  roach,  some  up  to  lib.,  and  a  few 
perch.  Pike  arc  not  feeding.  Those  who  have  tried 
the  Cuckmere  have  not  been  very  successful  ;  a  few 
roach  and  dace  are  the  only  captures  notified.  A  pike 
of  3Jlb.  was  recently  taken  from  the  Adur  with  live 
bait,  but  roach  here  are  not  feeding  well.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  is  in  grand  order  ;  a  few  visitors  have 
taken  perch  and  pike,  but  S^Vo.  is  the  heaviest,  taken 
with  live  snap.  With  a  rising  barometer  there  is  every 
prospect  of  fine  weather  for  the  week-end.— George 
F.  Saltish. 
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Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  getting  into  nice  order 
for  angling,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week,  if  the  weather 
holds  fine,  it  should  be  in  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and 
frosty  at  nights,  followed  by  fine  sunshiny  days, 
the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  several  have 
been  seen  rising  on  the  water  below  the  town.  Angling 
has  not  been  brisk  of  late,  and  little  will  be  done  as 
long  as  the  weather  keeps  so  cold,  and  we  shall 
be  sure  to  have  another  downfall  of  snow  before  long, 
which  will  carry  us  on  to  near  the  trout  season.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  tried  by  one  angler  this  week,  but 
sport  has  not  been  very  good.  Some  nice  coarse  fish 
have  been  landed  with  the  maggot,  and  three  grayling 
were  taken  with  grasshopper  on  Wednesday.  With 
fine  weather  sport  should  be  good  with  the  fly  next 
week.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  in  better  order  and  are  clearing,  but  sport 
has  been  very  quiet  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  gone 

down  and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  is  getting  into  fair 
condition.  There  is  still  a  slight  stain  in  it,  but  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine  there  should  be  a  prospect  of  sport 
being  had  next  week.  The  weather  has  changed  from 
spring  to  winter  again,  and  there  has  been  some  severe 
frosts,  anglers  have  not  ventured  out,  and  sport  has 
been  very  slow,  and  will  be  until  the  weather  is  more 
favourable. — Woecestee. 

Trent  (Newark). — For  weeks  the  river  has  been 
out  of  condition,  but  has  at  last  fined  down  and 
anglers  have  become  more  enthusiastic.  Worms  and 
gentles  have  been  the  baits  in  use  and  several  fair  chub 
have  been  landed,  best  by  Mr.  R.  Chilton,  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  11,  21b.  lOoz.  On  the  same  afternoon  a  small  carp 
was  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Collam,  a  rarity  for  this  part  of  the 
Trent.  Roach  fishing  has  been  a  general  failure,  and  but 
few  bream,  heaviest  21b.  lOoz.  by  Mr.  Cx.  Waddington. 
Several  pike  were  caught  in  the  Kelham  length  on 
Jan.  11,  and  odd  fish  have  been  bagged  from  the 
Muskham  water.  The  piscatorial  half-year  closed  on 
Wednesday  evening,  many  fish  being  shown  during 
the  term,  though  specimens  scarcely  reach  the  usual 
standard,  best  in  each  class  being :  Roach,  lib.  TJoz. 
2  shots ;  dace,  7Joz.  11  shots  ;  chub,  31b.  9oz.  ;  bleak, 
2oz.  4  shots;  barbel,  61b.  5oz. ;  and  bream,  31b.  7ioz., 
the  first  four  being  taken  by  one  angler,  Mr.  T.  Davis. 
— Teentsidee. 

Witham.  etc,  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Water  has  been  run  out  of  the  Witham  to  an  extent 
allowable  for  fishing;  still  most  sport  has  been 
reported  from  the  Sincil  Dyke,  the  old  Barlings 
River,  and  the  Bain.  Fishing  above  Conningsby,  a 
visitor  got  a  basket  of  roach  scaling  261b.  Some  other 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  same  locality, 
Stretting  the  line  and  swimming  methods  have  suc- 
ceeded best.  Worms  have  been  responsible  for  the  best 
specimens.  The  chief  takes  of  roach  on  the  river  have 
been  got  at  Bardney,  Stixwold,  and  Dogdyke.  Where 
the  Bain  joins  the  main  river  and  the  small  drain  near 
the  ferry  are  reported  alive  with  fish.  A  few  pike 
have  come  to  hand,  the  best  being  a  brace  near 
Tattershall  Bridge  scaling  111b.  Among  the  drains 
about  Boston  there  is  only  a  little  to  be  said.  At  the 
confluence  of  the  drains  at  Cowbridge  there  have 
been  a  few  captures,  and  also  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Prithbank  drain,  where  it  joins  the  Mount  Pleasant 
waters,  up  to  Mount  Pleasant  village  anglers  have  got 
small  takes. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
.&c.  (Yorks).  —  The  Yorkshire  grayling  fishermen 
enjoyed  some  typical  weather  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  week,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
good  sport  was  met  with  up  the  Yore.  On  the  first- 
named  day  I  got  seven  brace  in  a  few  hours  ;  the  Rev.  H. 
Rimmington,  Mr.  C.  Bacon,  Mr.  Hy.  Cayley,  and  others 
also  did  well,  five  of  the  latter  angler's  fish  weighing 
3^1b.,  a  very  good  average  for  this  river.  A  few  pike  have 
been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  with  the  "Harrogate" 
spinner  and  with  preserved  sprats,  and  dace  on  the 
"  Chapman "  tackle.  I  hear  that  several  anglers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boroughbridge  and  Ripon 
have  done  fairly,  and  have  basketed  some  nice 
grayling,  perch,  dace,  and  roach,  the  most  sucsessful 
anglers  being  Messrs.  Foxcroft,  Cartman,  Hammond, 
Richardson,  Speed,  Pickersgill,  Mason,  and  Grimshaw. 
On  Monday  (Jan.  13)  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill  sent  me  a  fine 
perch  of  2ilb.  for  preservation.  Sport  greatly  improved 
ill  the  Wharfe  during  the  frosty  weather,  and  several 
fine  baskets  of  grayling  were  caught  in  the  Burnsall  and 
Ilkley  lengths  both  with  worm  and  maggot,  Messrs. 
Oulross,  Kirk,  and  Leach  making  the  best  dishes  ; 
sport  has  not  been  so  good  in  the  Otley  water. 
Roach,  dace,  etc.,  have  been  caught  in  fair  quantity 


Thk  "Harrogate  SpiiiiiKV"  is  without  a  doubt  tlie  l)e.st 
artiticial  spinner  for  pike  on  the  niaikct,  ami  imports  are  con- 
tinnally  coming  in  of  its succes.ses.  Kills  on  all  waters.  Sample 
Is.  9d.,  post  free.  Long  Pike  Spinninpc  Tiares,  fitted  with  anti- 
kinking  leads,  Is.  each.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spinning 
flights,  with  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead,  Is.  each  ;  with 
long  trace  and  Geen's  leads,  Is.  6d.  each.  "  Handy  "  pike  gag 
and  strong  di.sgorger,  Is.  6d.  .Jardine  or  Bickerdjke  Pike 
Paternosters— Gimp,  Is.  ;  salmon  gut,  Is.  6d.  each.— J.  E. 
MiLLEK  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
.Station-street.  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds," 
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at  Woodhall  CoUingham,  and  Wcathcrley,  the 
best  baskets  being  secured  by  Messrs.  Richardson. 
Thomas,  Barker,  and  Pickersgill.  Good  pike  fishing 
has  been  met  with  below  Flint  Mills,  also  at 
Newton  Kyme  and  Tadcaster.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Jolin  Grassam  gafted  five  nice  fish,  the  largest 
weighing  close  on  91b.,  and  Mr.  Burn  caught  one 
of  121b.  which  he  has  sent  me  to  case  for  him 
several  pike  fishermen  have  patronised  the  waters  of 
tfie  York  Angling  Association  in  the  Pocklington 
Canal.  The  best  takes  fell  to  the  lot  of  Messrs. 
iiarniston,  Grimshaw,  Jenkinson,  Helliwell,  and 
Ji  n'^'^Qn'  *f  a  Castleford  angler  got  a  nice  jack  of 
about  bib.  at  Saddlethorpe  Ponds.  On  Saturday  the  four 
'^^"V  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club, 

who  had  tied  for  the  gold  medal  offered  by  the  society  for 
the  most  points  in  the  various  matches  promoted  by  the 
club  this  season,  fished  at  Barmston  Drain  with  the 
following  result :  A.  Waites,  41b. ;  H.  Verily,  31b.  9ioz.  • 
E.  England,  21b.  l^oz. ;  W.  Young,  lib.  lloz.  Mr. 
Waites  has  now  won  the  medal  on  three  successive 
occasions.  On  Jan.  15  the  "  cold  snap  "  gave  way  to 
a  thaw  wind,"  but  according  to  barometrical  indica- 
tions there  is  no  prospect  for  rain  at  present,  and  as 
all  our  waters  are  in  good  trim  prospects  continue 
good  tor  pike,  grayling,  roach,  etc.,  fishing.— John  E 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— For  the  past  ten  days 
cue  Dee,  Spey,  and  other  rivers  have  been  in  high 
flood,  so  much  so  that  at  many  parts  the  banks  have 
been  inundated  and  fields  submerged.  The  body  of  a 
young  woman  drowned  in  the  Gairn,  near  the  Kino's 
water  at  Balmoral,  has  not  yet  been  recovered.  How- 
ever, since  Jan.  12a  keen  frost  has  prevailed,  and 
the  rivers  are  again  shrinking  fast.  The  prospects  arc 
still  on  the  bright  side  for  a  good  opening.  The  Dee 
l^isbery  Improvement  Association  have  just  made 
arrangements  for  taking  over  the  two  remaining 
netting  stations  above  the  Bridge  of  Deo  Their 
operations  thus  extend  from  Banchory  to  the  old 
bridge,  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty  miles  of  river 
These  additional  stations  will  still  further  enhance 
the  value  of  the  river  as  an  angling  stream.— G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  last  of  the  fish  in  the  ponds 
of  the  hatchery  at  Kilrea  were  only  found  ready  for 
spawning  a  few  days  since.  These  were  the  first  fish 
placed  m  the  ponds  early  in  September,  and  the  last 
to  mature  their  ova,  while  those  netted  in  the  tribu- 
taries in  November  were  ripe  three  weeks  earlier 
Many  of  the  trays  must  remain  vacant  for  the  season 
as  enough  fish  could  not  be  procured  to  stock  all  the 
hatchery. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  local  anglers  are  pre- 
paring for  the  opening  of  the  season  a  fortnight  hence. 
It  is  understood  that  the  Antrim  Road  Resevoirs  will 
be  restocked  with  trout  next  month  by  the  Water  Com- 
missioners. At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers  on  Tuesday  the  annual  meeting  was  arranged 
for  the  30th  inst.i  The  celebrated  rifle  shot,  Mr.  W. 
T.  Braithwaite,  will  be  president  for  the  coming  year. 
There  is  no  coarse  fishing  to  report.  All  the  rivers 
are  running  low  for  want  of  rain.  Trout  spawning  is 
over  in  the  late  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— Spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  the 
principal  earlier  rivers  in  fair  or  average  numbers  — 
T.  J.  I).  ° 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— Although  the  spawning 
season  is  over  in  the  Ballindcrry  and  Blackwater,  the 
spent  salmon  arc  still  lingering  in  the  pools  and  dead 
waters  adjoining  Lough  Neagh.  Trouting  opens  on 
March  1.  The  prospects  on  the  Ballinderry  are  by  no 
means  bright,  as  the  trout  is  getting  scarcer  in  it  year 
by  3  ear. — J.  A.  B. 

Keriy  Rivers.— Spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  the 
Currane  (Watetville),  Laune,  and  all  the  earlier  rivers 
in  general,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  runs  so  far  have 
not  been  heavy  anywhere. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Spring  salmon  are  arriving,  but  not  in  very  big 
numbers  so  far.  The  prospects  for  the  approaching 
angling  season  are,  however,  rather  bright  at  present. 
— T.  J.  D.  6 

Lough  Neag'h.— The  pollen  fishers  anticipate  a 
good  season  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter,  which 
ensures  the  fish  being  in  fair  condition  when  the 
season  opens  on  Feb.  1.  Kelt  salmon  are  in  great 
numbers  in  the  Lough,  where  they  recover  considerably 
before  proceeding  to  the  sea  via  the  Bann.— J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (co.  Tyrone). — All  the  salmon  in  this 
tributary  of  the  Foyle  had  finished  spawning  opera- 
tions before  Jan.  1,  and  many  of  the  large  male  kelts 
are  now  on  their  way  to  the  sea.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  autumn  run  from  the  estuary  ceases  about  Deo.  1, 
only  an  occasional  fish  ascending  after  that  date. 
The  manager  must  be  very  hopeful  indeed  when  he 
expects  to  be  able  to  find  gravid  fish  at  Sion  Mills  to  fill 
the  vacant  trays  of  the  hatchery  at  Newtown  Stewart 
and  only  kelts  in  the  river.    English  anglers  have 
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been  too  often  deceived  by  misleading  reports  of  Irish 
rivers. — Daniel  O'Fee. 
Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 

The  Mourne  is  running  down.  Although  the  run  of 
salmon  in  the  autumn  months  was  smaller  than 
usual  the  run  of  summer  fish  was  so  large  that  the 
diminution  of  late  spawners  will  not  be  felt.  I  learn 
that  the  river  about  here  will  be  fished  under  the  same 
conditions  as  last  year — namely,  anglers  v.  Fishery 
Company — the  dispute  being  apparently  as  far  off  a 
settlement  as  ever. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  24 : — 


Sat. 

Sun. 

yion. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

18th 

inth 

20tU 

21st 

22nd 

23ld 

24th 

a.m. 

10.  8 

11.19 

1.14 

2.20 

3.20 

4.10 

p.m. 

10.42 

11.69 

0.38 

1.48 

2.51 

3.46 

4.33 

Yarmouth  

a.m. 

2.35 

3.44 

4.56 

6.10 

7.19 

8.14 

9.  4 

p.m. 

3.  9 

4.20 

5.33 

6.46 

7.47 

8.39 

9.29 

a.m. 

3.17 

4.25 

5.38 

6.52 

8.  0 

8.57 

9.46 

p.m. 

3.51 

5.  2 

0.15 

7.28 

8.29 

9.21 

10.11 

a.m. 

4.  5 

5.13 

6.26 

7.40 

8.48 

9.45 

10.34 

p.m. 

4.39 

5.50 

7.  3 

8.16 

9.17 

10.  9 

10.59 

Harwich  

a.m. 

5.20 

6.23 

7.46 

9.  7 

10.15 

11.13 

p.m. 

5.49 

7.  2 

8.29 

9.42 

10.45 

11.39 

0.  4 

Burnham-on- 

ra.m. 

5.31 

6.34 

7.66 

9.18 

10.26 

11.24 

Crouch  

p.m. 

5.60 

7.13 

8.40 

9.53 

10.56 

11.40 

0.15 

Southend,  Sheer- 

ra.m. 

6  14 

7.21 

8.42 

10.  3 

11.11 

0.32 

ness  and  Leigh... 

.p.m. 

b.iC, 

8.  0 

9.24 

10.39 

11.S9 

0.  6 

0.56 

Margate,  B'dstairs, 

fa.m. 

5.17 

0.24 

7.46 

9.  6 

10.14 

11.  9 

11.59 

and  Ramsgate ... 

Ip.m. 

.5.49 

7.  3 

8.27 

9.42 

10.42 

11.35 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 

ra.m. 
Ip.m. 

4.38 
5.  6 

5.38 
6.16 

6.56 
7.36 

8.13 
8.47 

9.19 
9.49 

10.17 
10.43 

11.  9 
11.34 

Hastings  

fa.m. 

4.22 

5.22 

6.40 

7.57 

9.  3 

10.  1 

10.53 

Ip.m. 

4.50 

6.  0 

7.20 

8.31 

9.33 

10.27 

11.18 

Eastbourne  and 

fa.m. 

4.48 

5.48 

7.  6 

8.23 

9.29 

10.27 

11.19 

Brighton   

ip.m. 

5.16 

6.26 

7.46 

8.57 

9  59 

10.53 

11.44 

STewhaven  

fa.m. 

4.49 

6.  1 

7.28 

8.49 

9.47 

10.39 

11.25 

(p.m. 

6.23 

6.43 

8.12 

8.19 

10.13 

11.  2 

11.48 

Shoreham  and 

/a.m. 

5.  6 

6.  6 

7.24 

8.41 

9.47 

10.45 

11.37 

Soutliwick  

(p.m. 

5.34 

6.44 

8.  3 

9.16 

10.17 

11.11 

Portsmouth  and 

(a.m. 

5.  8 

6.14 

7.38 

8.59 

10.  4 

10.58 

11.46 

Hayllng  Island 

(p.m. 

5.38 

6.56 

8.19 

9.33 

10.33 

11.23 

5.63 

fa.m. 

11.29 

0.  3 

1.22 

2.46 

4.  0 

5.  1 

(p.m. 

0.41 

2.  5 

3.25 

4.31 

6.28 

6.18 

Ballinskelligs. — Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
occasionally  since  last  report,  and  sport  has  not  been 
good  among  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sea  angling  has  not  yet  been  re- 
sumed at  this  station,  though  the  weather  is  now 
favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  a  variety  of  weather 
samples  during  the  past  week  —  April  and  winter 
weather,  rough  and  calm  seas.  Boat  anglers  still  go 
on  fishing  fcr  silver  whiting  when  a'  chance  occurs. 
On  Jan.  12,  twelve  boats  were  off  about  a  mile  from 
the  Kemp  Town  shore.  To-day  (Jan.  15),  calm  sea, 
and  wind  in  west,  a  frost,  and  barometer  exceptionally 
high.— H. 

Calais. — Immense  quantities  of  sprats  have  been  in 
the  port  (luring  the  whole  of  last  week,  and  the  quays 
and  piers  have  presented  quite  an  animated  scene, 
men  and  boys  gathering  a  rich  silver  harvest  with 
square  nets  worked  by  pole  and  pulley,  hauling  up 
often  a  bucketful  at  a  time  and  selling  them  for  a 
halfpenny  a  pound  or  even  cheaper.  They  have  been 
followed  by  shoals  of  whiting,  affording  unusually 
good  sport.  The  other  afternoon,  on  the  ebb  tide,  I 
got  fifty-eight  whiting,  four  dabs,  and  a  small  codling, 
the  catch  weighing  ITJlb.,  not  bad  for  Calais  Pier, 
where  the  whiting,  in  the  absence  of  sprats,  often 
average  only  one  or  two  ounces.  There  were  a  few  half- 
povmders  in  the  lot.  I  fished  with  a  four-hooked 
paternoster  and  three  times  pulled  up  four  fish  at 
once.  I  baited  with  jiieces  of  sprat,  also  with  some 
old  salted  lugworms,  which  I  have  had  for  a  fortnight, 
and  which,  when  well  soaked,  were  freely  taken.  This 
seems  rather  a  tip.  One  afternoon,  to  amuse  two 
English  schoolboys,  we  tried  for  the  sprats  with  the 
rod,  using  a  "jigger"  and  two  or  three  "flies" — just 
bits  of  scarlet  silk  whipped  on  small  white  hooks,  and 
we  caught  about  four  dozen  in  an  hour,  many  having 
the  little  red  "  fly "  fairly  in  the  mouth,  doubtless 
taking  it  for  a  worm.  Two  small  whiting  were  among 
the  captures.  The  codling  fishing  froin  the  pier  has 
been  quite  a  failure  this  winter,  and  the  whiting  have 
only  come  in  decent  numbers  and  size  with  these 
sprats  quite  lately. — Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  northerly  winds  lately 
no  fish  of  any  importance  have  been  landed.  Should 
the  weather  prove  favourable,  tides  suit  all — day, 
week-end,  and  part  of  next.  —  Edwabd  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Biting  north-east  winds  and 
consequent  thick  water  have  materially  thinned  the 
ranks  of  pier  anglers  this  week,  yet  evidences 
have  not  been  wanting  that  some  few  whiting  still 
remain  with  us,  while  the  number  of  codling 
recently  taken  have  proved  very  encouraging.  On 
several  days  over  a  score  of  fine  dabs  have  come 


to  hand,  as  well  as  a  few  large  flounders.  On 
Jan.  11  some  first-rate  pier  sport  was  ex- 
perienced, more  than  forty  score  of  whiting  and 
dabs  being  taken  on  that  day.  No  less  than  twenty- 
six  rods  and  lines  were  in  evidence  on  the  following 
day,  but  the  catches  were  generally  poor,  though  two 
local  anglers,  Mr.  WaddcU  and  Mr.  Glen,  each  carried 
off  a  good  mixed  bag.  Monday,  Jan.  13,  brought  out 
Messrs.  Christopherson,  Maitland,  Curtis,  Collier, 
Shran,  Harding,  Carey,  Bushnell,  and  Burrard, 
together  with  Mrs.  Burrard  and  Masters  Tombling, 
Perkins,  and  Ralph,  but  the  day's  sport  proved  very 
disappointing,  though  a  few  very  fine  whiting  were 
included  in  it.  Evening  fishing  showed  material  im- 
provement, a  goodly  number  of  codling,  ranging  in 
size  between  lib.  and  31b.,  forming  the  principal  catch. 
Tuesday  (Jan.  14)  was  a  piercingly  cold  day,  and 
few  of  the  usual  patrons  put  in  an  appearance,  but 
Master  Tomblijig  took  two  codlings  and  a  whiting  in 
the  morning,  and  a  few  of  the  latter  species  were 
landed  in  the  afternoon.  After  dark  the  codling 
were  again  on  the  feed,  and  satisfactory  results  were 
obtained.  Wednesday,  Jan.  15,  saw  Masters  Anderson, 
Perkins,  Tombling,  and  Symonds  in  sole  possession  of 
the  fishing  deck,  the  only  resultant  catch  being  a 
codling  of  2Jlb.  taken  by  the  last  named.  The  after- 
noon's catch,  however,  included  several  codling  and  a 
few  large  whiting.  Water  in  good  condition. — J. 
RiCHABDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingfle. — On  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  had  at 
hake.    Nothing  doing  in  other  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — The  weather  has  been  too 
rough  for  boat  anglers  to  venture  out  during  the  past 
week  or  two,  but  small  takes  of  young  bass  and 
pollack  are  being  made  in  the  harbour. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  finer  this  week  and 
fishermen  have  had  much  better  sport,  especially  at 
the  various  piers  and  jetties.  Some  fine  pollack  have 
been  taken  on  rods,  and  some  beauties  were  landed  from 
the  boats.  Small  school  bass,  about  Jib.  to  lib.  in 
weight,  are  feeding  at  Turnchapel  Pier,  and  at  night 
some  few  at  Richmond  Walk,  Devonport.  The  smelt 
still  give  good  sport  at  night  when  they  seem  to  take 
much  better  than  in  the  daytime.  The  mullet  seem 
to  have  left  again  or  are  not  on  the  feed ;  however,  we 
may  have  them  on  again  at  any  time,  they  are  so  funny 
in  their  ways.  I  have  just  heard  that  a  large  quantity 
of  mullet  have  been  killed  by  someone  throwing  in  a 
(3ynamite  cartridge  amongst  them  at  the  G.  W.  Docks. 
This  is  illegal,  and  can  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprison- 
ment.— William  Heabdeb.  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Finer  weather  brought  out  a  few 
boats  and  a  few  rods,  but  the  takes  were  nothing  to 
boast  of.  The  best  "  sea  "  fishing  at  present  is  at 
Grove  Perry  where  jack  and  roach  are  well  to  the  fore. 
— Gbby  Mullett. 

Valentia  and  Waterville.— Sport  has  been  very 
backward  since  last  report,  but  not  many  anglers  have 
been  out.  Sea  angling  does  not  become  general  here 
before  May.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  here  has  been  somewhat 
better  ;  the  past  ten  days  the  weather  has  been  milder. 
In  the  bay  there  have  been  some  good  catches  of  bass 
and  whiting,  and  a  fair  quantity  of  conger.  In  the 
harbour  and  backwater  an  immense  quantity  of  bass 
have  been  taken  with  nets  (1,700  in  one  haul),  and  also 
with  rod  and  lines.  The  weather  has  now  set  in  very 
cold  again.  Last  week  I  took  just  upon  401b.  of  bass 
with  rod  in  three  afternoons,  and  others  similar 
quantities. — Sea  Beeam. 


Jingling  ^ijefures. 

January  19. 

Colebrook  :  Outing  to  East  Maldon. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition  at  Yalding. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

Waggoners  :  Match  at  Henley. 
January  20. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Stepney :  Complimentary  Concert. 
January  21. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Benefit  concert. 
January  22. 

B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 


Jan.  26 

„  2G. 


Feb. 


Brompton  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
Clifton:  Outing. 
26.— Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
26. — Walham  Green  :  January  competition. 
26. — Warwick  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
29. — Colebrook  :  Supper. 

31. — Kingston  Philanthropic  Society:  Smoking 
Concert. 

5.— B.S.A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook. 


Jlssociatiotts 

(Special  Meetings). 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Piiblisliers  to  tlie  India 
Oftice.— A  Catai.oquk  of  tliese  Te.\t  Books,  (.'lass  Hooks,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Govenunent  Publications  can  be  hail  on 
a})plication. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCI.\TION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  (Jan.  20)  at  8  p.m.        R.  G.  Woodiiukf. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON  ANGLING 

CLUBS— 

The  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Covcnt  Garden,  on  Monday  evening, 
Jan.  6,  with  Mr.  Medcalf  and  Mr.  Elsmore  in  the 
chair  and  vice-chair.  Railway  matters,  bailiff's 
report,  and  reports  of  visits  and  other  routine  work 
quickly  disposed,  a  very  interesting  and  lengthy 
discussion  ensued  on  the  report  being  given  by  the 
representatives  who  had  attended  the  conference  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  securing  free  angling  in 
the  Thames.  The  Central  visit  to  the  Cosy  Angling 
Society  was  a  most  enjoyable  aSair. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Prascati  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  J.  Pickup  in  the  chair,  the 
usual  reports  from  agents  and  members  received 
attention.  The  removal  of  the  Wreck  Lightship  off 
Deal  was  commented  upon.  Since  January,  1890, 
she  has  marked  the  place  where  the  burnt  ship 
Patria  sank  ;  after  many  attempts  the  wreck  has 
been  dispersed  by  repeated  explosions,  and  a  gas- 
buoy  now  marks  the  spot.  Several'  members  were 
present  when  she  sank.  The  chairman  announced 
that  the  committee  had  fixed  the  annual  dinner  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati  for  Wednesday,  March  12, 
at  7  p.m. — W.  H.  W.  Geove. 

Heabts  op  Oak  Angling  Society — 

The  above  society  will  cease  to  exist  from 
Jan.  15,  1902;  claims  should  be  sent  in  as  early 
as  possible,  as  we  wish  to  close  this  club  in  an, 
honest  way. — C.  Smith. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatoeials. — 

Our  New  Year's  dinner  was  a  great  success,  thanks 
to  our  host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed).  Our 
next  outing  will  be  to  St.  Margaret's,  on  Feb.  4. 

Wareington  Anglebs'  Association — 

Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presided  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  association,  which  was  held  at  the 
Druid's  Hotel,  Sankey-street.  Summarising  the 
annual  rei^ort,  the  chairman  said  the  association 
had  417  subscribing  members,  including  twenty- 
eight  juveniles ;  this  was  an  increase  of  twenty 
members  over  the  previous  year.  There  was  plenty 
of  evidence  that  the  Warrington  Association  is  alive 
and  progressive,  initiating  many  new  schemes  for 
the  benefit  of  local  angling.  Mr.  George  Spencer 
took  the  gold  medal  and  championship.  A  large 
number  of  other  prizes  were  awarded.  The  chair- 
man was  heartily  thanked  for  his  liberal  support  of 
the  association. 


Fish,  Baked  oe  Roasted. — Take  any  fish  at  21b 
each  in  weight  and  fillet  and  bone  them :  if  they 
should  be  pond  fish,  or  otherwise  suspected  of  having 
a  muddy  flavour,  boil  some  sage  and  onions  in  vinegar 
and  scald  the  fillets  with  it,  letting  them  remain  in  it 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  removing  their 
skins,  which  throw  away,  with  all  the  marinade,  as 
they  are  both  flavoured  with  mud.  Just  give  your 
fillets  a  shake  in  cold  water,  but  do  not  soak  them, 
and  then  wipe  them  dry.  You  will  ithus  have  got  rid 
of  their  muddy  flavour  at  the  same  time  that  you  have 
communicated  to  them  one  that  is  thus  agreeable  to 
most  persons.  Soak  them  in  oil  for  an  hour.  iNIake  a 
forcemeat  with  other  cooked  cold  fish,  which  may  be 
improved  by  adding  fresh  butter  and  cream,  not  for- 
getting raw  eggs,  and  being  well  pounded  in  a  mortar. 
If  you  use  sage  and  onions,  do  not  put  any  /o!«  gras, 
as  they  do  not  go  well  together.  Spread  the  force  on 
the  inside  of  one  fillet  and  put  the  other  one  over  it ; 
wrap  them  in  a  sheet  of  stiff  white  oiled  paper, 
wrapping  tightly  round  with  string  to  facilitate 
turning,  and  bake  them  in  the  oven,  turning  beforo 
half  done.  Take  off  the  paper  and  servo  with  a  sauce 
apart.  Should  your  fish  be  bream  or  tench,  parboil 
some  sage  and  onions  finely  minced,  and  put  thi.-;  into 
melted  butter  made  from  consomme,  as  parboiled  these 
are  more  delicate ;  or,  as  in  other  cases,  you  may 
adopt  another  sauce  more  to  your  taste.  The  yolk  of 
an  egg  or  some  cream  stirred  in  it  will  improve  melted 
butter  sauces  for  roasts.  If  you  have  a  cradle  spit 
you  may  roast  your  fish  instead  of  baking  it,  but  you 
imust  put  a  second  oiled  paper  round  it  and  wrap  it 
secui'ely  with  string  to  keep  it  well  tight,  and  oil  it 
occasionally  whilst  cooking  by  means  of  a  feather,  to 
prevent  the  paper  from  charring,  or  you  will  com- 
municate a  bitter  taste  to  your  fish.  If  well  washed 
it  is  better  than  when  baked,  but  it  is  more  troublesome 
to  cook.  In  either  case  removej  the  paper  before 
serving.  X. 


^  A  ^^EETING  of  the  Thames  Kestocking  Association 
was  held  on  \\  ednesday  evening,  Jan.  15,  at  Carr's 
Restaurant,  when  it  was  proposed  that  owing  to  the 
lack  of  support  on  the  part  of  London  anolers  the 
"If^Tf ^?  ""P-  ""''^       f'^'^'ls  in  hand  to  be 

divided  as  follows  :  MIO  to  Henley  Association,  £10  to 
^il'l  1°°'  '^^d  the  balance  of  about  £15  to 

Kingston  Piscatonals  who  have  subscribed  the  major 
next  w   k  P^^-"'=^lai-s  ^"11  appear 


r.Zh  V,K  -1?^'^'°''^  °^  Cambridge,  is  having  a  fine 
perch-21b  13oz  -set  up.    The  fish  is  well  worth  the 

Ti  ■    u  ^  I'ait  catcher  took  a 

rufie  6i  inches  long  and  5  inches  in  girth.  This  is 
indeed,  a  splendid  specimen ;  usuallv  these  ruffe-uns 
run  small. 


An  old  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazelle,  Mr.  W 
Carter  Platts,  the  well-known  north-country  angler  and 
more  widely  renowned  humorist,  is  giving  the  book 
trade  and  the  literary  critics  a  fairly  lively  time  iust 
now.  In  Junelast  hischarming  country  book,  "Betwixt 
the  Ling  and  the  Lowland,"  was  published.  Since 
then  Papa  (Limited),"  a  characteristicallv  rollicking 
work  of  his,  has  appeared;  and  this  week  "Chiefly 
Uncle  Parker,"  his  latest  side-splitter,  is  issued  by 
Messrs.  Jarrold  &  Sons.  Three  new  books  in  eight 
months  may  not  be  a  record,  but  it  will  take  a  lot  of 
beating. 

I  UNDEHSTAND  that  Messrs.  Jarrold  &  Sons  are 
about  to  issue  a  popular  sixpenny  edition  of  Mr.  Carter 
Plattss  "Angling  Done  Here,"  which  was  published 
a  lew  years  ago  at  a  higher  price  and  immediately 

caught  on."  Between  rising  trout  on  the  Yorkshire 
streams  and  raising  laughter  evel-ywhere  else  the 
inimitable  "  W.  C.  P."  must  have  a  busy  time  of  it 


A  SMOKiNG'concert  in  aid  of  the  Kingston  Philan- 
thropic Society  will  be  held  at  the  Griffin  Hotel  on 
Jan.  .31. 


The  following  is  from  a  Hull  correspondent,  and,  as 
"  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,"  he  dates  this 
52  B.C.  : — "  About  three  years  ago  two  men  from 
Hull  were  fishing  in  the  river  Ancholme  (Lincoln- 
shire), one  having  a  license,  the  other  not.  After 
having  good  sport  for  about  two  hours  one  of  them 
spied  the  water-bailiff  coming,  so  he  took  to  his  heels 
and  ran,  the  bailiff  in  hot  pursuit.  After  an  exciting 
twenty  minutes'  gallop  he  captured  the  '  rodster,' 
saying,  '  Your  name  and  address,  please  ?  '  pulling  out 
his  pocket-book.  '  What  for  ?  '  asked  the  fisherman. 
'For  fishing  without  a  licence.'  'But  I  have  one,' 
said  he,  producing  his  book.  '  What  did  you  run  for 
then  ?  '  'To  give  my  mate  a  chance  ;  he  hadn't  one.' 
Of  course,  when  he  got  back  the  other  had  cleared  out." 


Me.  Eveeaed  Bipley,  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  says  : 
"  A  fine  pike  of  161b.  was  taken  in  the  Pen  Ponds 
recently,  and  has  been  sent  to  me  for  preservation." 


"  Positive,  comparative,  superlative  " ;  "  bet,  better, 
best — left  alone."  So  some  people  think,  but  still,  if  a 
man  who  bets  is  bad,  why  a  man  who  does  not  bet  is 
no  belter.  See?  "  McCall's  Racing  Chronicle  for  I'JOl  " 
is  to  band,  and  is,  without  a  doubt,  one  of  the  most 
welcome  numbers  ever  issued.  Another  quotation, 
"Chacuna  son  gofit."  Certainly;  and  a  horse  is  to 
the  taste  of  every  Englishman.  In  Prance  it  is 
literally  and  gastronomically  to  their  taste,  for  Mossoo 
eats  horse-flesh,  while  we  take  a  sportsmanlike  interest 
in  the  noble  quadruped— an  interest  which  McCall's 
calendars  stimulate  and  sustain.  The  calendar  can  be 
obtained  at  7,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool. 

Talking  of  Hip,  hip,  hooray— I  mean  hippophagists, 
or  horse-flesh  eaters— I  am  reminded  of  a  Frenchman 
who  sojourned  for  a  while  in  our  metropolis.  "How 
do  you  like  London?"  he  was  asked.  "Gharmantl 
ladies  are  beautiful,  ze  Thames  is  superb;  but  why 
are  you  so  proud  of  your  ros-bif  ?  It  is  ver'  convenient 
to  have  it  brought  to  zedoor  on  leetle  wooden  skewers, 
and  it  is  chepe,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  much  bettare 
than  our  French  horse-flesh." 


James  Dill  has  invented  a  new  device  for  taking 
fish.  The  new  scheme  is  a  floating  trap,  and  can  be 
set  from  any  vessel,  and  is  on  the  same  principle  as 
the  stationary  traps,  only  there  are  no  poles  required. 
The  trap  or  bowl  is  put  overboard,  and  a  leader  is  ruii 
out  some  distance  from  the  bow  of  the  vessel  where  it 
is  attached,  the  leeward  drift  of  the  vessel  keeping  the 
apparatus  in  place.  [I  shall  not  attempt  to  "fill  the 
flowing  bowl  "  in  Mr.  Dill's  fashion.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

The  Mick  had  got  entangled  in  an  argument  re 
military  tactics.  Said  a  friend,  "  Now,  Mick,  what  do 
you  consider  the  best  military  tactic  of  the  lot  " 

bure,  I  can  tell  ye,"  says  Mick.  "Niver  let  your 
enemy  know  that  you're  out  of  ammunition,  but  kape 
on  firing  till  ye  settle  him." 


Mk.  Heaeder,  of  Plymouth,  writes:  "Quite 
right.  Dragnet';  a  'shag'  is  another  name  for 
cormorant,  the  biggest  fish  poachers  we  have  in  these 
parts  ;  these  '  Phalactos  '  make  me  '  vally  '  cross.  I 
should  like  to  see  every  one  smoked  or  shot." 


Peim  ATE  Marcus  G.  Berespoed,  when  first  appointed 
to  a  living,  proceeded  to  stump  over  the  glebe  lands 
with  his  dog  and  gun.  On  his  return  he  met  a  sour 
I  resbyterian,  tenant  of  some  of  the  lands  who 
accosted  him  thus  :  "  We  never  read,  ^our  reverence 
that  the  apostles  went  shooting  this  way  with  their 
dogs  and  their  guns."  "Ahl  very  true,  my  friend  " 
replied  the  rector,  with  a  humorous  twinkle  in  his  eye, 
"but,  you  know,  they  were  so  busy  with  their  fishing' 
and  they  could  not  attend  to  more  than  one  thing  at  a 
time."  ° 


_  "  Felix  Penne  "  writes  :  "  Dear  Dragnet,— In  your 
interesting  chat  with  the  veteran  angler  W  J 
Matthews,  you  tell  the  story  of  a  poor  swain  who 
came  to  grief  through  forsaking  angling  and  taking  to 
'ove.  The  story  brought  to  my  mind  a  little  song 
words  by  George  Arthurs,  music  by  Alan  Macey,  pub- 
lished by  Broome,  Holborn),  which  I  quote  :— 

"  Fishing. 
"Two  lovers  sat  by  the  rolling  stream. 
To  catch  poor  fish  was  their  bold,  bad  scheme. 
The  boy's  big  rod  o'er  the  water  swished. 
But  'twas  not  for  fish  that  tlie  maiden  fished, 
'Twas  for  compliments  that  the  maiden  fished. 
A  wee  small  perch  the  boy  soon  caught 
And  landed  it  as  quick  as  thought. 
And  the  poor  fish  wriggled  as  it  gasping  lay. 
And  it  longed  for  its'  home  in  the  cool,  cool  spray, 
let  it  looked  on  its  captor  with  seeming  glee. 
And  it  said,  '  I  shall  soon  be  revenged,  I  see, ' 
For  the  girl  will  hook  you,  sir,  as  you  hooked  me, 
And  a  beautiful,  beautiful  catch  you'll  be!' 
Two  lovers  sat  by  the  rolling  stream 
And  eyed  the  fish  with  a  smile  supreme. 
The  boy  was  proud  of  his  lucky  snatch. 
And  the  maiden  cried,  '  What  a  splendid  catch  !  ' 
But  the  boy,  she  meant,  was  the  splendid  catch. 
She  smiled  on  him  in  a  winsome  way. 
Unheeded  then  the  perch  there  lay, 
And  it  longed  for  its  home  in  the  cool,  cool  spray. 
Two  lovers  sat  by  the  rolling  stream 
And  talked  of  love  and  its  golden  dream. 
He  spoke  in  tones  full  of  tender  bliss. 
Then  she  said  the  word— and  he  stole  a  kiss! 

And  the  fish  jumped  up  when  it  heard  that  kiss, 
And  such  a  mighty  spring  it  took. 
It  landed  safe  inside  the  brook. 
Then  the  free  fish  sniggered  and  swam  away. 
And  it  gaily  basked  in  the  cool,  cool  spray, 
And  it  gazed  on  the  lovers  with  gladsome  glee, 
And  it  murmured,  '  Ah  1  soon  I'm  revenged,  I  see. 
For  the  girl  has  hooked  you,  sir,  as  you  hooked  me  ; 
And  a  capture  for  life  you'll  be— he  1  he  1 
Yes  1  a  capture  for  life  you'll  be.' " 


Is  it  too  late  for  an  echo  of  Christmas?  I  think  not, 
and  so  I  am  pleased  to  cull,  from  the  Aviiipiary,  some 
learned  notes  about  ancient  Christmas  Pish  Pies.  We 
know  that  a  pie  containing  four-and-twenty  blackbirds 
was  deemed  fit  to  set  before  a  king ;  so  were  pies  made 
of  porpoise,  whale,  and  grampus— fish  not  often  seen 
on  a  menu  of  to-day. 

The  annual  custom  of  sending  a  lamprey  pie  for  the 
Royal  table  was  observed  by  the  Corporation  of  Glouces- 
ter until  183G,  when,  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 
having  been  passed  in  the  previous  session  of  the 
Reformed  Parliament,  it  was  discontinued.  In  18<J3, 
however,  the  then  mayor  sent  a  lamprey  pie  to  Queen 
Victoria  at  his  own  expense,  and  successive  chief 
magistrates  of  Gloucester  have  repeated  the  present 
from  that  time.  I  do  not  think  that  Edward  VII.  has 
received  his  pie  yet.  His  Majesty  is  pretty  sure  to  want 
an  expert  opinion  as  to  whether  lamprey  pie  is  good 
food  or  poisson,  so  I  quite  expect  he'll  send  an  invitation 
to  "  Dragnet." 


She  was  a  buxom  country-woman,  and  on  her  visit 
to  the  market  town  called  at  the  photographers.  "  Do 
you  take  portraits  of  children  ?  "  said  she.  "  Yes, 
madam,"  was  the  reply,  "  we  charge  six  shillings  a 
dozen  for  them."  "  Well,  it's  just  my  luck,  I'll  have 
to  wait  till  next  year,  because  up  to  now  I  have  only 
eleven." 


January  18,  1902 

Mr.  Thomas  Hoi.loway,  of  78,  New  Oxford-street 
seenas  determined  to  achieve  a  colossal  reputation  as  a 
publisher  He  is  already  known  all  over  the  world 
and  possibly  in  some  of  the  planets,  as  proprietor  of 
the  renowned  pills  and  ointments.  I  have  just 
received  "  Holloway's  Almanack  and  Family  Friend 
for  1902,"  a  perfect  little  eiicyclopa-dia  Jf  useful 
knowledge,  crammed  with  facts  and  figures,  and  well 
Illustrated. 

The  same  firm  sends  "Merry  Rhymes  for  Merry 
iinaes,  a  charming  set  of  songs  for  children.  Write 
to  ihomas  Holloway  at  above  address,  send  a  half- 
penny stamp,  and  mention  the  Fishmg  Gazette  and 
you  will  get  the  almanack  free.  The  songs  will  be 
sent  on  receipt  of  2Jd.  in  stamps.  Never  were  such 
pretty  songs  offered  on  such  liberal  terms 


"  Dragnet  "—Away,  away,  sir! 

Most  weigh,  dare  you  say,  fishes'  .scales? 
Sir,  you're  courting  sad  fate, 
Through  forgetting  the  weight 
Attached  to  all  our  fish  tales. 

—  r/te  Crowner. 


Some  time  ago,"  says  "  Jock  Scott  "  in  the  Blaek- 
bitni  neekli/  Telegraph,  "  I  recorded  the  appearance  of 
a  shark  in  the  Ship  Canal,  and  now  the  famous  water- 
way has  been  visited  by  a  still  mote  distinguished 
visitor— to  wit,  a  whale.  The  creature,  which  was  one 
of  the  bottle-nosed  species,  was  spotted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Eastham,  and  as  nothing  more  has  since 
been  seen  of  it,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  it 
made  its  escape  at  the  first  opportunity.  Whales  are 
notoriously  curious,  and  no  doubt  it  was  curiosity  alone 
that  led  this  one  through  the  lock  gates.  Supposing 
that  It  got  away  with  its  life,  I  don't  think  that  it  will 
ever  repeat  the  visit.    One  sniff  would  satisfy  it  " 


To  a  Sea-Bird. 


Thou  who  hast  slept  all  night  upon  the  storm. 
Waking  renew'd  on  thy  prodigious  pinions, 
(Burst  the  wild  storm  ?  above  it  thou  ascendedst 
And  rested  on  the  sky,  thy  slave,  that  cradled  thee), 
Now  a  blue  point,  far,  far  in  heaven  floating, 
As  to  the  light  emerging  here  on  deck  I  watch  thee 
Myself  a  speck,  a  point  in  the  world's  floating  vast). 

Far,  far  at  sea. 

After  the  night's  fierce  drifts  have  strewn  the  shore 
with  wrecks, 

With  reappearing  day  as  now  so  happy  and  serene, 
The  rosy  and  elastic  dawn,  the  flashing  sun. 
The  limpid  spread  of  air  cerulean. 
Thou  also  reappearest. 

Thou  born  to  match  the  gale  (thou  art  all  wings). 
To  cope  with  heaven  and  earth  and  sea  and  hurricane 
Thou  ship  of  air,  that  never  furlst  thy  sails, 
Days,  and  even  weeks  untired  and  onward,  throuTb 

spaces,  realms^ gyrating,  ° 
At  dusk  thou  lookst  on  Senegal,  at  morn  America, 
That  sportst  amid  the  lightning-flash  and  thunder- 
cloud, 

In  them,  in  thy  experiences,  hadst  thou  my  soul, 
What  joys  1  what  joys  were  thine  1 


It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  anglers  are  comparatively 
undisturbed  by  the  din  of  war  in  South  Africa.  In 
another  column  will  be  found  a  picture  of  a  pretty 
catch  from  Port  Elizabeth.  It  reminds  me  of  a  picture 
in  the  Graphic  of  an  old  Alsatian  calmly  angling  while 
Frenchmen  and  Germans  were  grappling  each  other 
all  around. 


Parliament  opened  on  Thursday.  Many  "  matters 
of  great  pith  and  moment,"  as  Hamlet  says,  were  dealt 
with,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  King's  speech  did  not 
give  nearly  as  much  prominence  to  angling  matters  as 
usual.  Well  1  with  the  Coronation  coming  on  and 
the  war  in  hand,  I  am  content  that  Edward  VII. 
should  devote  even  two-thirds  of  his  speech  to  matters 
specially  interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

By  the  way,  it  has  been  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to 
make  application  to  "  The  Court  of  Claims "  to  be 
present  at  the  Coronation.  Gold  Stick,  Silver  Stick, 
Bamboo  Rod,  Split-cane  Rod,  Hickory  Rod,  Green- 
heart  Rod,  and  many  other  offishials— I  mean  officials 
—have  pressed  me  to  be  present.  Well,  as  the  man 
who  was  going  to  be  hanged  said,  "  There's  no  hurry, 
the  ceremony  cannot  proceed  without  me."  It  will  be 
my  pleasant  duty  to  carry  a  rod,  a  landing-net,  and 
the  usual  paraphernalia  before  his  Majesty,  and  to 
tender  the  loyal  good  wishes  of  all  anglers.  A  special 
corner  of  the  Coronation  swim  is  reserved  for 

Dragnict. 
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Pfovineial  flnglmg  Hotes 

must  arrive  b^j  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fully-attended  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Jan.  9  at 
the  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
working  committee  for  the  present  year.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided.    Nearly  thirty  members  were  nominated, 
and  after  the  votes  were  taken  the  following  twenty 
gentlemen  were  declared  duly  elected— namely,  Messrs. 
Basley  (Alliance  Club),  Kingham  (Exchange)  Kirby 
(Birmingham  Heath),  Currie  (Belmont),  McMullen 
Oak),  Hodgetts  (Brothers  Well  Met),  Wright  (St. 
John's),  Bailey  (Bellbarn),  Wakelan   (Vine  Unity), 
Jones  (Highgate  Park),  Halliday  (Birmingham  Pisca- 
torials),  Yardley  (Manor),  Randall  (Hearts  of  Oak  , 
Eoyal  (Dudley ),.Bentley  (Hope),  Hughes  (St.  Paul  s  , 
Egerton   (Travellers'  Best),   Brueton  (Severn-stret), 
Archer  (Gun),  Coleman  (West  End).  Mr.  W.  A.  Neale, 
of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society,  was  elected  auditor. 
Anew  society  is  being  formed  at  the  Hope  and  Anchor, 
Hockley-street ;   the  club  is  composed  of  members 
belonging  to  other  clubs  connected  with  the  Birming- 
ham Association.    The  object  of  the  club  is  to  rent 
private  water  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  members. 
Already  they  have  fifty  members  on  the  book,  and  more 
down  to  be  elected.    Two  representatives  of  the  club 
were  deputed  to  visit  a  private  portion  of  the  river 
Severn  above  Walcot,  where  they  succeeded  in  renting 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  splendid  fishing.    A  general 
meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  on  Jan.  22  next. 
The  St.   Paul's  Society  are  making  a  lot  of  new 
members ;  last  Tuesday  evening  twelve  were  elected. 
I  hear  that  a  number  of  members  are  leaving  the  \  me 
Unity  Society  this  year,  the  cause  being  that  a  little 
dissatisfaction  has  arose  through  so  much  nioney 
being  spent  in  prizes.   The  Bellbarn  and  Oak  Societies 
are  keeping  up  their  reputation  as  sound  going  clubs  ; 
they  have  made  an  excellent  start  for  the  New  Year, 
and  their  muster  roll  still  continues  to  increase. 
After  the  late  rains  the  rivers  began  to  get  to  their 
normal  height.    Our  members  took  advantage  of  this, 
and  succeeded  in  taking  some  decent  catches  of  roach 
and  dace,  principally  from  the  Severn ;  but  we  are 
now  in  for  a  spell  of  sharp,  frosty  weather,  which  has 
put  a  stop  to  fishing  for  a  time,  as  it  the  frost  con- 
tinues for  another  day  or  so  skating  will  be  all 
the  rage. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  are  now  running  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  the  angling  outlook  generally  is  most 
encouraging.    Roach  fishermen  have  been  very  busy 
on  the  Witham,  where  both  the  maggot  and  worm 
have  accounted  for  successful  bags  at  Bardney,  Kirk- 
stead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke.    The  tributaries  of 
the  Witham  have  also  been  well  patronised,  especially 
the  Bain,  which  is  a  most  reliable  stream  in  nearly  all 
kinds  of  weather.    The  rods  which  have  been  at  work 
in  the  Coningsby  district  have  obtained  some  choice 
specimens  of  roach,  many  of  the  fish  having  exceeded 
lib.  apiece,  and  some  rods  have  creeled  as  much  as 
161b.  and  201b.  as  the  result  of  a  day's  work.  The 
weather  has  been  exceptionally  favourable  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  branch  of  sport,  and  this  must  be 
taken    into    consideration    in    accounting  for  the 
exceptional  captures.    Another  good  reaching  resort 
recently  has  been  the  Sleaford  Canal,  near  to  its 
confluence  with  the  main  stream  at  Chapel  Hill. 
Here  anglers  have  had  a  busy  time  ;  in  fact,  scarcely 
any  Fen  water  has  fished  indifferently  for  roach 
during  the  past  ten  days.    Pike  fishing  has  also  been 
followed  with  success,  but  with  the  exception  of  a 
brace  weighing  111b.,  captured  in  the  Witham  near 
Tattershall,  and  one  of  l^lb.  in  the  Forty-foot  at 
Donington,  there  is  nothing  special  for  enumeration. 
Frosty  weather  has  again  set  in,  and  trolling  will  now 
be  more  largely  followed. 

.  FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  waters  are  now  in  very  fair  order 
for  either  roach  or  pike  fishing,  the  recent  sluicing  they 
have  had  having  improved  matters  in  most  quarters,  and 
from  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  and  Driffield 
Canal  during  the  past  week  some  nice  roach  have 
been  taken  going  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  each;  a  few 
very  good  fish  have  also  been  secured  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  river  below  Hempholme,  and  amongst 
which  Mr.  F.  Gott,  of  the  Clarence  Angling  Society, 
has  had  some  fair  specimens,  one  of  which  scaled 
lib.  4Joz.,  and  was  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Arram. 
A  few  good  pike  have  also  been  taken  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and  last  week  Mr.  J.  Forcey,  a  member  of  the 
Universal  Angling  Association,  secured  a  splendid 
specimen,  weighing  some  221b.  and  measuring  3ft.  Sin. 
in  length.  Pike  fishing  has  also  been  fairly 
good  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  where  a  few  nice 
fish  have  been  taken,  especially  in  live  bait  fishing. 
Four  members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.  of  Driffield, 
having  tied  for  the  society's  gold  medal  during  the 
past   season,  "fished  off"  for  it  on  Saturday  last 


(Jan.  11)  on  the  Barmston  Drain,  and  had  fair  sport 
The  Alexandra  Angling  Association  held  their  annual 
Lll  on  Jan  8  at  ^the^Central  Hall,  Hull  which  was 
a  great  success,  over  300  anglers  and  their  friends 
attending.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Association  will 
hold  their  annual  spread  and  prize  presentation  on 
Jan.  31  at  the  White  Horse  Anglers'  rendezvous. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  has  to  a  large  extent  monopolised  our 
interested  attention  lately.    They  emerge  irom  Jho 
past  and  enter  the  present  financial  year  with  flying 
colours.    The  way  they  have  dealt  with  the  licences 
for  canal  fishing,  in  order  not  to  duplicate  the  issue  of 
travelling  cards,  is  very  ingenious.    A  pleasing  itein  of 
news  from  this  town  is  to  hand  in  the  reconstruction 
of  the  General  Wolfe  Angling  Society,  and  its  return 
to  membership  of  the  Warrington  Anglers  Association. 
A  new  club  has  also  been  organised,  with  headquarters 
at  the  :Firth  Wire  Works,  where  all  the  business  of 
the  club  will  be  transacted.  Eight  association  contests 
have  been  arranged  in  addition  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  contest,  which  everybody  hopes  will  be  a  big 
success.    Mr.  N.  H.  Podmore  has  weighed  m  a  fane 
roach  of  lib.  13oz.    The  Bollin  is  reported  as  m  much 
better  condition,  and  with  the  existing  rost  should  fish 
very  well  for  the  next  few  days,  especially  amongst  the 
pike.    Anglers  at  Liverpool  are  very  busy,  and  on 
every  hand  there  is  evidence  of   enthusiasm.  The 
N  a;A.  centre  is  rapidly  getting  the  upper  hand  and 
promises  to  be  the  ruling  power  in  the  city.  Very 
little   is   heard  ifrom  our  rivers  lately ;  evidently 
winter  coarse-fishers  are  lukewarm  owing  to  repeated 
disappointments 


^ofcs  from  f()c  ^Xortf). 

Aftee  a  time  of  floods  since  the  advent  of  the  New 
Year  a  spell  of  hard  weather  has  now  set  in,  and  the 
rivers  and  streams  are  again  getting  small  and  clear. 
However,  the  opening  prospects  are  not  by  any  means 
blighted. 

Craiggowan  Cottage,  formerly  the  official  residence 
of  the  King's  Commissioner  at  Balmoral,  is  being 
overhauled  and  altered  for  the  use  of  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales.  It  is  confidently  anticipated  that 
the  Prince  at  least  will  pay  a  spring  visit  to  Dcesido 
for  the  salmon  fishing. 

Anglers  are  now  putting  in  an  appearance  on 
Deesido,  although  the  opening  day  is  still  some  weeks 
off.  Mr.  Bulloch,  who  rents  a  beat  on  the  Aboyne 
Dee  water,  and  Mr.  Oakes  and  Mr.  Russell,  who  go 
farther  North,  are  already  on  the  scone  of  action  or 
not  far  from  it. 

Mr.  Percy  Hargreaves  has  been  the  tenant  of  Glen- 
bucket  Lodge  for  the  past  six  years.  Mr.  Barclay,  the 
new  proprietor,  will  now  occupy  it  himself,  unless  he 
divides  the  shootings  and  fishings  which  may  easily 
be  done. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Openshaw  Centrals  held  their  annual  dinner 
and  social  evening  on  Jan.  9,  and  had  a  right  down 
good  time.  Mr.  Chadwick,  in  his  presidential  address, 
announced  the  fact  that  the  past  year  had  been  a 
most  successful  one,  and  that  eighteen  new  members 
had  been  admitted.    Mr.  Chegwin,  the  secretary  has 
changed  his  address  to  13,  Goole-street  Openshaw 
Manchester.    The  annual  dinner  of  the  Old  House  at 
Home  Angling  Society  was  an  enjoyable  event,  over 
which  Mr  R.  Pendlebury  presided.    They  resumed 
business  on  the  15th.    At  the  last  meeting  of  County 
Palatine  Angling  Society  two   suggestions  niade  to 
the  meeting  were   both   negatived.     The  first,  a 
rather  childish  idea   of    limiting  the  election  of 
officers  to  the  ranks  of    delegates,  richly  deserved 
its   fate  •    the  second,  proposing  to  allow  all  season 
ticket  holders  to  enter  the  annual  championship, 
deserved    more    consideration.     Unattached  ticket 
holders  pay  more  money  for  one  water  than  the 
attached  club  members  for  all  waters,  yet  they  are 
refused  entry  to  th^  championship  because  they  are 
wicked  sinners  in  not  joining  a  club  and  the  club 
becoming  affiliated.    One  good  soul  in  balford  is  fear- 
ful that  the  coarse  fishing  season  is  going  to  be  spoiled 
by  a  wish  to  keep  open  the  present  season  until  after 
Easter.    He  should  go  to  his  club  and  advocate  his 
principles. 

FROM  .NOTTINGHAM. 
The  wind  veered  round  into  the  north-east  on 
Jan  12  and  since  Monday  the  weather  has 
been  very  severe,  with  ice  covering  the  backwaters. 
An<^lers  have  visited  Shardlow,  Cavendish  Bridge, 
Sawley  Barton,  and  other  favourite  resorts,  but 
owing  to  the  sudden  change  coarse  fish  have  not 
shown  much  eagerness  to  accept  the  proffered  bait  or 
baits.  At  Sawley,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F  W.  K.  Wallis 
creeled  about  a  dozen  choice  roach,  including  I  learn,  an 
exceptional  specimen  of  lib.  SJoz.  Mr.  E.  Bayley  has 
had  roach  and  dace  from  the  same  waters,  and  a  tew 
roach  have  been  met  with  at  Barton  by  members  of 
the  City  Piscatorials.  At  Shardlow,  on  J  an.  9,  Mr.  W . 
Robinson,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  lauded  a 
very  fine  pike  of  121b.,  and  smaller  fish  fell  to  the  rods 
of  Mr  F.  Gamble, Mr.  J.  Greaves, and  Mr.  W.Lockwood, 
the  last-named  of  the  Surrey  County  Cricket  Eleven. 
On  the  following  day  (Friday)  Messrs.  W.  i .  Wright, 
H  Brealey,  and  T.  Skidmore,  of  Radford,  secured  hve 
in  Weston,  Blackpool,  of  431b. ;  the  heaviest  scaled 
13ilb.,  and  two  of  the  others  weighed  171b.  On  Satur- 
day, in  private  waters,  Mr.  A.  Neef,  Mr.  J.  Hibbert 
iunr  and  friends  enjoyed  immense  sport,  getting,  i 
learn',  three  fish  over  201b.  each-best  281b.  At  the 
period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  just  beginning  to  run 
in  splendid  order  for  chubbing  with  pith  and  brains. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  to  any  appreciable  extent  has  been  in  abey- 
ance owing  to  the  =tato  of  the  rivers,  which  have  been 
gradually  recovering  from  the  floods;  the  warm 
Southerly  and  westerly  winds,  too,  were  against 
successful  angling.  With  .the  advent  of  the  present 
week  prospects  brightened.  Not  only  were  the  streams 
finin-^  down,  but  a  return  of  frost  was  welcomed,  ihe 
change  of  weather  interrupted  the  good  fortunes  of 
the  maggot  fishers,  who  had  secured  nice  baskets  ot 
dace  and  grayling.  In  some  waters,  notably  the 
Swale,  c^rayling  are  plentiful  and  in  good  condition. 


The  Dee  between  Ballater  and  Braemar  presented  a 
scene  of  wild  grandeur  last  week.  In  fact,  the  same 
might  be  said  of  the  Tay  and  Spey  and  other  rivers, 
fiooded  from  bank  to  bank,  and  sweeping  on  towards 
the  sea  the  Arctic  accumulations  of  the  past  two 
months. 

The  poaching  fraternity  are  now  on  the  qui  five. 
The  opening  of  the  Tay  presents  a  ready  market,  and 
on  Saturday  last  two  of  the  boys  were  caught  red- 
handed  doing  a  bit  of  dance  with  a  cleek,  for  which 
they  will  likely  have  to  pay  the  piper  ere  long. 

Several  Aberdeen  rock  anglers  have  been  at  their 
favourite  pursuits  all  the  season  through,  and  have 
scarcely  missed  a  day  off  the  rocks  since  the  bulk  of 
their  comrades  left  off  in  October.  Their  numbers  are 
gradually  augmenting  now  that  the  day  is  lengthening 
and  fish  becoming  more  and  more  plentiful. 

The  Dundee  Fish  Market  squabble  has  been  a 
source  of  considerable  and  highly-amusing  interest  to 
outsiders  during  the  past  week.  The  Town  Council 
have  one  idea  where  the  wholesale  market  should  be 
and  the  dealers  have  another.  Between  the  two 
factions  the  market  stands  a  good  chance  of  being 
reduced  to  vanishing  point  altogether. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Craigen,  of  Aberdeen,  removes  one 
of  the  oldest  amateur  salmon  anglers  on  the  Lower 
Dee.  For  nigh  fifty  years  Mr.  Craigen  never  missed 
a  season  without  killing  a  salmon  till  last  one. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board 
was  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  Mr.  F.  P. 
Johnson,  Castlesteads,  presiding.  Mr.  Maclnnes, 
Rickerby,  who  is  at  present  on  a  voyage  to  Egypt,  was 
re-elected  chairman.  The  report  stated  that  the  past 
season  had  been  a  fairly  good  one  for  migratory  fish. 
For  salmon  and  sea-trout  it  had  been  distinctly  good, 
but  grilse  had  been  very  scarce.  The  statement  of 
accounts  showed  a  deficiency  of  £21,  being  the  first 
time  for  many  years  that  there  has  been  a  debit 
balance.  It  was  agreed  to  call  the  attention  of  Lord 
Lonsdale  and  his  agent  to  the  salmon  poaching  which 
was  reported  to  have  been  going  on  for  years  in  the 
River  Lowther. 


THE  LUXE  FISHERY  BOARD. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Luae,  Wyre,  etc.. 
Fishery  Board  at  Lancaster,  the  secretary  (Mr.  J.  1. 
Sanderson)  reported  that  the  season  had  been  about 
the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year  so  far  as  the 
salmon  fishing  is  concerned.  More  fish  were  caught 
in  the  estuary  than  in  the  previous  year  owing  no 
doubt  to  the  exceptionally  dry  season,  the  fish  not 
being  able  to  get  up  the  river.  There  was  a  large 
number  of  trout  in  the  river,  but  fewer  trout  licences 
were  issued,  this  being  attributed  entirely  to  the  dry 
season  and  the  unsuitable  weather  at  the  usual  holiday 
times  The  accounts  showed  that  the  debit  balance 
had  been  reduced  to  £3  Is.  2d.  '  The  Board  agreed  to 
support  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  in  their  endeavour 
to  "et  the  law  amended,  in  consequence  of  the  decision 
that  reservoirs  do  not  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Boards  of  Conservators. 
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THE  NATAL  ANGLERS'  ASSOOL\TION. 


When  this  association  was  about  to  be  formed — as  it 
was  last  June — the  promoters  found  they  had  neither 
the  rules  nor  regulations  of  any  other  such  institution 
at  hand  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  their  own  governing 
principles,  but  all  the  same  they  succeeded  in  drawing 
up  wise  and  sensible  laws.  These  they  preface  by 
stating  their  objects,  which  are  ; — "  (1)  To  obtain  and 
exercise  the  fishing  rights  over  one  or  more  of  the 
rivers  of  Natal ;  (2)  to  regulate  the  fishing  and  manner 
of  capturing  fish  in  such  rivers  as  may  come  under 
the  control  of  the  association ;  (3)  to  aid  in  the  pre- 
servation of  trout,  salmon,  and  other  fish,  where  they 
already  are  in  existence,  and  to  assist  in  their  intro- 
duction into  other  rivers  ;  (4)  to  investigate  and  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  fish  caught,  with  a  view  to 
determine  the  season  which  should  be  closed  for 
fishing."  At  present  a  Government  proclamation  sets 
it  down  that  the  close  season  shall  be  from  May 
15  to  Oct.  15  in  each  year,  a  period  which  certain 
local  anglers  hold  is  not  long  enough.  Some  contend 
that  the  Natal  trout  spawn  practically  all  the  year 
round,  others  during  the  winter  only.  The  latter  will 
probably  be  found  to  be  the  settled  period.  Anyhow, 
here  is  a  fitting  question  for  the  association  to  study, 
and  a  close  observation  of  the  fish  and  their  habits 
is  the  only  means,  of  course,  of  forming  a  sound 
conclusion  on  the  matter.  Turning  to  the  rules, 
the  subscription  is  by  no  means  a  heavy  one  (£1  Is. 
entrance,  and  £1  Is.  per  annum  afterwards ;  life  mem- 
bership, £10  10s.).  Fishing  for  trout  and  salmon  is 
restricted  to  the  rod  with  artificial  and  natural  flies 
and  minnows,  and  any  trout  caught  less  than  nine 
inches  in  length  must  be  returned.  The  governor  of 
the  colony  (Sir  Henry  McCullum)  is  patron,  whilst 
Sir  John  Dartnell  is  president.  At  present  there  are 
seventy  members.  A  circular  has  just  been  issued  by 
the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  John  L.  Watson, 
Pietermaritzburg)  saying  that  the  fishing  rights  over 
that  portion  of  the  River  Umgeni  best  stocked  with 
trout  (Dargle  district)  have  been  obtained  by  the 
association.  The  association  has  also  obtained  from 
the  Natal  Native  Trust  the  sole  right  of  fishing  in  the 
rivers  and  streams  containing  trout  within  the  location 
lands— namely,  the  Little  Bushman's  River,  Bush- 
man's River,  and  the  Little  Tugela  River.  Owing  to  the 
necessity  of  economising  the  executive  have  decided 
to  police  these  rivers  by  natives  sworn  in  as  special 
constables  under  the  control  of  the  Natal  police 
stationed  in  the  several  districts.  Other  rivers — the 
Umsindusi,  the  Umvoti,  and  the  Ipolela— have  been 
stocked  with  trout,  and  in  the  course  of  two  years  will 
be  thrown  open  to  the  association. — Field. 


MARKING  TAY  SALMON. 


A  SEMES  of  what  must  prove  valuable  and  informa- 
tive experiments  were  carried  out  recently  on  the 
River  Tay  when,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board,  a  large  number  of  salmon  were  taken 
from  the  river  on  the  Stanley  reaches  and  medalled. 
The  interesting  operations  were  conducted  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector 
of  Salmon  Fisheries,  and  he  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
A.  Lumsden,  Superintendent  of  Tay  Fisheries.  The 
Tay  Salmon  Fisheries  Company  placed  boats  and 
tackle  at  the  disposal  of  the  representative  of  the 
Fishery  Board,  arid  the  Secretary  of  the  Company 
(Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth)  was  also  present.  The 
work  was  one  of  considerable  difficulty  owing  to  the 
flooded  state  of  the  river,  but  nevertheless  a 
sufliciently  large  number  of  fish  was  obtained. 
The  scene  of  operations  comprised  the  fishing 
stations  of  Bellymore,  Linn  of  Campsie,  Burnmouth, 
and  West  Shot.  Twenty-one  fish  were  netted  on 
the  first  day  and  thirty  on  the  second,  the  largest 
single  take  being  thirteen  salmon.  The  largest 
number  of  clean  salmon  was  obtained  at  the  Linn, 
and  the  largest  number  of  kelts  at  West  Shot.  Of  the 
total  number,  or  considerably  less  than  half,  eighteen 
were  clean  fish  of  excellent  quality,  and  of  an  average 
weight  of  about  191b.— a  good  average  at  this  early 
season.  The  heaviest  fish  turned  the  scale  at  2Glb. 
The  unclean  fish  were  an  exceptionally  poor  lot,  and 
in  bad  condition.  Each  fish  on  being  taken  out  of 
the  water  was  laid  on  a  measuring  board,  where  its 
length  was  accurately  taken.  The  back  fin  was  then 
pierced  from  the  left  side,  and  a  small  silver  medal 
fastened  to  it  by  means  of  prongs  close  to  the  body  of 
the  fish.  Each  medal  bore  a  number,  and  the 
nimiber  was  placed  next  the  fin.  This  method  of 
fixing  the  medal  is  an  improvement  on  former 
methods.  Formerly  fish  were  medalled  on  the  dorsal 
fin  or  by  the  tail.  Medalling  by  the  back  fin  in 
no  way  impedes  the  movements  of  the  fish,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  fish  cannot  remove  the 
medals  by  rubbing  or  otherwise,  which  sometimes 
happened  under  the  old  method  of  fastening.  The 
medals,  too,  used  on  the  present  occasion  are  less 
clumsy  than  formerly,  and  measure  about  half  an  inch 
in  length  by  S-lGths  of  an  inch  in  depth.    After  the 


medals  were  affixed  each  fish  was  carefully  weighed, 
the  particulars  noted  for  future  reference,  and  the  fish 
then  returned  to  the  water.  Private  markings  of  fish 
have  not  been  infrequent,  but  this  is  the  first  occasion 
in  this  district  on  which  a  systematic  marking  on  a 
fairly  large  scale  has  been  carried  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  recapture  of  the  fish 
should  help  to  settle  several  points  in  dispute,  and  the 
marking  of  the  clean  salmon  is  important,  because 
little  is  known  with  certainty  as  to  the  condition  in 
which  they  return  to  the  sea.  It  may  be  stated  that 
the  medals  attached  to  the  fish  should,  on  recapture, 
be  sent,  together  with  particulars  of  weight  and  length, 
to  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board. — Dundee  Advertiser. 


A  GOSSIP  ABOUT  PIKE,  AVITH  SOME 
LANTERN  SLIDES. 


A  LARGE  number  of  members  and  friends  turned  up 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers 
on  Jan.  10  in  anticipation  of  the  long  promised  lecture 
by  Mr.  Frank  Woolnough,  the  popular  curator  of 
Ipswich  Museum.  Captain  Wing  was  in  the  chair, 
and  introduced  the  lecturer  to  the  assembly.  Mr. 
Woolnough  said  his  intention  had  been  to  read  a 
paper  upon  the  life  history  of  the  pike,  but  upon 
turning  to  the  text  books  the  information  available 
was  only  of  the  most  meagre  and  disaxjpointiug 
character.  The  fact  was  that  the  study  of  fishes  has 
been  much  neglected ;  nature  has  been  so  lavish  in 
her  provision  that  mankind  has  simply  gone  down  to 
the  sea  in  boats,  taking  all  that  came,  and  thinking 
nothing  of  the  morrow,  until  at  last,  staggered  by  the 
depletion  of  some  of  the  fishing-grounds  and  consequent 
loss  from  a  commercial  view  (the  only  one  which  appeals 
to  some  people),  some  steps  are  now  taken  for  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  the  supply.  The 
study  of  fishes,  from  the  tiny  stickleback  to  the  lordly 
pike,  is  full  of  interest.  He  quoted  good  old  Izaak 
Walton  and  other  authorities,  but  he  found  that  many 
of  them  simply  copied  or  quoted  from  one  another, 
whilst  in  many  instances  the  illustrations  were  pre- 
cisely the  same ;  and  lantern  slides  offered  through 
the  usual  channels  were  but  copies  of  these.  He  was, 
therefore,  left  somewhat  to  his  own  resources,  and  was 
afraid  they  might  be  disappointed  in  che  fish  supper 
he  was  offering.  The  text  books  all  take  the  perch  as 
their  typical  specimen ;  he  put  upon  the  screen  two 
illustrations  which  have  served  this  purpose  in  many 
books,  and  said  it  was  as  sensible  as  giving  a  man  a 
herring  and  asking  him  therefrom  to  judge  the  flavour 
of  an  apple.  The  anatomy  of  the  pike  is  altogether 
on  a  different  plan,  and  the  sooner  a  new  student  of 
ichthyology  gives  us  a  good  text  book  on  modern  lines 
the  better. 

In  these  days  of  photographic  perfection  there  should 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  good  lantern  slide  of  a 
pike,  and  yet  there  was  not  one  published.  He  then 
showed  several  slides  in  the  old  style  made  by  drawings, 
some  of  which  were  fortunately  labelled,  otherwise 
identification  would  be  difficult.  In  contrast  to  these 
were  a  set  of  slides  taken  by  a  new  departure  in  the 
photographic  art  introduced  by  his  good  friend  Richard 
Kearton  and  his  brother,  and  carried  to  still  further 
perfection  by  others,  in  which  the  fish  are  shown 
amidst  their  natural  surroundings,  the  results  obtained 
being  excellent.  A  photo  of  the  151b.  pike  recently 
caught  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson,  and  now  in  the  museum, 
was  also  shown.  Resuming,  Mr.  Woolnough  said  his 
own  knowledge  of  pike  and  pike  fishing  was  obtained 
in  Norfolk  waters,  long  before  the  Broads  were  dis- 
covered and  spoiled  by  London  tourists.  The  first  pen 
to  write  of  their  beauties  was  that  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  E. 
Taylor,  and  in  his  company  he  had  floated  miles 
along  their  silent  ways,  tramped  scores  of  miles 
along  the  dusty  roads,  now  listening  to  his  talk 
on  geology,  as  they  stopped  beside  a  heap  of  wayside 
stones  or  passed  a  chalk  pit,  then  dropping  into  a 
roadside  hostelry  for  a  pint  of  beer  and  some  bread 
and  cheese,  with  a  lecture  on  botany  thrown  in  as  a 
salad.  These  were  happy  memories  of  bygone  days, 
happy  memories  of  a  good  old  friend,  happy  memories 
of  a  glorious  land.  The  pike  is  at  home  in  most  of 
the  Broads,  and  all  along  fhe  Bure  the  largest  he  had 
ever  seen  taken  weighed  331b.,  and  he  remembered 
one  of  101b.  which,  on  being  cut  open,  contained 
another  pike  of  21b.,  and  in  this  again  they  found 
another  of  Jib.  The  whole  of  this  district  teems  with 
fish,  the  most  plentiful  of  all  being  bream.  There 
was  great  danger  some  years  back  of  the  fishing  in 
these  waters  being  entirely  destroyed,  but  fortunately 
both  trawling  and  liggering  are  now  illegal,  and  no 
sportsman  need  fear  a  blank  day.  Perch  of  grand 
dimensions  are  here  to  be  met  with,  and  he  could 
take  them  to  a  dyke  leading  from  the  Bure  to  Ran- 
worth  Broad  where  they  are  always  at  home  ;  this 
used  to  be  his  favourite  spot,  but  thanks  to  the  bad 
and  offensive  behaviour  of  cockney  tourists  there  is 
now  a  chain  across  the  entrance  and  it  is  claimed  as 
private  water.  | 

Much  has  been  said  about^the"  digestion  of  a  pike. 
Dr.  Gunther  gives  him  about  twenty  minutes  to  balf- 


an-hour  to  digest ;  his  own  observations  did  not  bear 
this  out,  although,  perhaps,  a  pike  kept  in  the  close 
captivity  of  an  aquarium  may  probably  be  subject  to 
fits  of  indigestion  for  lack  of  sufficient  exercise.  Any- 
way, the  one  he  kept  at  the  museum  for  between  two 
and  three  years  has  thrown  up  fish  which  he  had 
swallowed  two  and  three  hours  previously  in  almost 
as  good  condition,  except  for  their  scales,  as  when 
they  descended  into  his  interior,  and  when  he  had 
had  his  morning  meal  he  was  very  rarely  to  be 
tempted  to  take  another  the  same  day,  which  was 
sometimes  annoying  when  he  was  wanted  to  exhibit 
his  swallowing  powers  to  an  expectant  audience. 

Without  doubt,  the  pike  is  an  exceedingly  ancient 
fish,  as  fossil  remains  are  found  in  chalk  and 
quaternary  deposits. 

He  hoped  the  next  few  years  would  see  great 
improvement  in  both  sea  and  fresh  water  fishing. 
Artificial  culture  is  now  in  its  infancy,  and  is  bound 
to  grow  and  help  towards  this  desired  result ;  it  will, 
no  doubt,  be  extended  to  sea  fish.  Slides  illustrating 
the  development  of  salmon  and  trout  from  the  ova 
were  then  exhibited,  and  Mr.  Woolnough  dealt  with 
his  own  attempts  to  hatch  perch  and  trout  from  ova 
at  the  museum,  experiments  which  he  hoped  to  repeat 
more  successfully  this  spring.  He  did  not  think  pike 
could  be  artificially  hatched,  as  he  imagined  the 
process  of  stripping  a  good  full  female  of  her  eggs  in 
the  same  way  as  the  docile  salmon  might  lead  to  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  pike  and  the  operator, 
and  the  latter  might  fare  badly. 

The  food  of  fishes  is  an  interesting  subject,  but  little 
known.  He  believed  the  ova  of  all  kinds  of  fish  form 
a  very  important  part  of  the  economic  plan  of  nature 
in  the  provision  of  food.  In  a  chatty  manner  Mr. 
Woolnough  gave  several  examples  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  find  their  food,  both  in  the  eggs  of  others 
and  in  other  species ;  he  then  threw  upon  the  screen 
an  excellent  set  of  slides  illustrating  the  animal  and 
vegetable  life  found  in  the  river  Orwell.  These  were 
prepared  and  lent  by  Dr.  Sorby  who  has  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  his  researches,  and  the  beautiful 
specimens  of  plant  life  exhibited  show  that  the  river 
bed  must  be  as  gay  as  a  garden.  The  delicate  animal 
organisms,  too,  were  the  food  of  the  fishes  we  expect  to 
catch,  and  he  urged  in  conclusion  that  great  care 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  our  rivers  from  pollution 
lest  this  food  be  driven  away  or  destroyed.  Societies 
like  our  own  should  advocate  whenever  possible  the 
necessity  for  greater  attention  being  given  to  our 
fisheries  and  their  preservation. 

In  addition  to  the  lantern  slides,  Mr.  Woolnough 
produced  several  preserved  specimens,  and  explained 
their  features  to  an  interested  group.  Several  members 
took  part  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr. 
G.  Davies  relating  a  story  of  the  recent  mysterious 
disappearance  of  a  model  submarine  boat  in  the  Stour 
at  Dedham,  and  asking  the  lecturer  how  long  he 
considered  it  would  take  a  pike  to  digest  it.  Mr. 
Stewart  hoped  more  active  steps  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  immature  fish.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hawkins  moved,  and  it  was  resolved  unanimously, 
that  the  best  thanks  of  the  society  be  accorded 
Mr.  Woolnough  for  the  intellectual  treat  he  had 
provided.  Mr.  Woolnough  briefly  replied  to  the 
several  points  raised  in  the  discussion,  and  related 
an  amusing  incident  which  occurred  during  one  of 
his  holidays  on  the  Broads.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  proposed  by  Dr.  Francis  Ward,  terminated 
a  most  interesting,  enjoyable,  and  instructive  evening. 

H.  C.  Westgate. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
8,996.  Scaling  fish.  Patentee :  Mr.  H.  Buchan, 
Leipe,  near  Lubbenau,  Germany.  Within 
a  vessel  is  rotatably  mounted  a  drum  carry- 
ing scaling-knives.  The  bottom  of  the 
vessel  slopes  to  one  corner,  where  a  flexible 
pipe  is  fixed  to  serve  as  an  overflow  pipe. 
The  fish  is  held  against  the  knives  by 
grippers  or  the  like,  and  the  drum  may  be 
rotated  by  hand  or  power. 

16,806.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  P.  Geen,  83,  Mount 
Ararat,  Richmond.  Artificial  bait ;  spin- 
ning-tackle. The  body  of  the  bait  is  curved. 
During  spinning  the  shanks  are  sprung 
over  a  button  from  which  they  are  released 
when  a  fish  takes  the  bait. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Cure  for  Indigestion.  Indigestion, 
witl)  torpidity  of  the  liver,  is  the  curse  of  tliousands,  who  spend 
each  day  with  acciiniulfited  sufterings,  all  of  which  may  be 
avoided  by  taking  Holloway's  Pills  according  to  their  accom- 
panying directions.  They  strengthen  and  invigorate  every  organ 
subservient  to  digestion.  Their  action  is  purifying,  healing,  and 
strengthening.  They  may  be  safely  taken  without  interfering 
with  ordinary  pursuits,  or  requiring  much  restriction  in  diet. 
They  (juickly  remove  noise  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  and  dispel 
low  spirits  and  nervous  fears.  These  balsamic  Pills  work  the 
cure  without  debilitating  or  exhausting  the  system  ;  on  the 
contrary,  tiiey  conserve  and  support  the  vital  principle  by 
substituting  pure  for  impure  blood.   


January  18,  1902 
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(Torresponbence, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinio7is 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


THAMES  FISHING  EIGHTS. 
(Copies  of  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the  Sporting 
Life.) 

From  Sporting  Life,  Jan  i,  1902. 

Sib,— In  your  issue  of  Saturday,  Dec.  14, 1901,  under 
the  heading  "The  Fishery  Dispute,"  reference  is  made 
to  the  hearing  of  a  summons  in  the  year  1881,  taken 
out  by  our  client.  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  of  Maidenhead, 
against  one  Joseph  Gill,  for  fishing  in  that  part  of  the 
river  Thames  in  which  Sir  Roger  had  a  private  fishery. 
The  report  as  set  out  in  your  paper  would  lead  any 
reader  to  presume  that  our  client  failed  to  support  his 
title  to  his  fishery  in  the  Thames.  We  have  the 
complete  report  of  the  case  before  us. 

The  charge  against  Joseph  Gill  (as  appears  by  the 
charge  sheet)  was  that,  on  Oct.  12,  1881,  he  fished  in 
that  part  of  the  River  Thames  in  which  our  client  had 
a  private  fishery.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks 
Mr.  Ward  (the  solicitor  who  appeared  for  Sir  Roger 
Palmer)  stated  that  he  was  afraid  the  case  imight 
collapse  on  a  point  outside  its  merit,  inasmuch  as  his 
witness,  Mr.  Rioardo,  was  disposed  to  think  the  fishing 
he  saw  on  the  day  in  question  was  in  a  part  of  the 
river  other  than  that  to  which  the  prosecution  related. 

Sir  Roger  Palmer  in  his  evidence  stated  that  Gill, 
on  the  day  in  question,  asked  him  for  leave  to  fish  in 
a  part  of  the  river,  the  private  fishery  in  which  belongs 
to  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  and  Gill  subsequently  went  away 
without  fishing  in  that  part,  and  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
stated  in  conclusion  that  he  gave  him  no  authority  to 
fish  there  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Ricardo  in  his  evidence  pointed  out  a  spot  on 
the  Ordnance  map  near  the  mill  as  the  place  where 
Gill  was  fishing  on  Oct.  12,  and  that  spot  happened  to 
be  outside  the  boundary  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer's  fishery, 
and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  fact,  and  this  fact 
alone,  that  the  summons  was  dismissed. 

As  this  is  not  made  clear  in  tbe  report  of  the  case, 
in  justice  to  our  client  we  think  it  right  to  ask  you  to 
insert  this  letter  in  your  next  issue. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  to  state,  for  the  benefit  of 
thofC  who  may  be  contemplating  subscribing  to  the 
Defence  Fund,  that  our  client  is  advised  that  his  title 
.  to  the  fishery  is  undoubted,  and  we  think  it  well  to 
mention  that  Sir  Roger  Palmer  grants.leave,  by  permit, 
to  any  respectable  person  to  fish  in  his  waters,  and 
application  for  the  purpose  may  be  made  to  his  water 
bailiff. — Yours,  etc.,      Dale,  Newman,  and  Hood. 

75  and  76,  Cornhill,  E.G.,  Jan.  3,  1902. 


Fi07u  Sporting  Life,  Jan.  10,  1902. 

SiE, — Will  you  permit  me  to  advert  to  the  letter  of 
Messrs.  Dale,  Newman,  and  Hood,  published  in  your 
issue  of  Saturday  last,  re  the  case  of  Palmer  v.  Andrews, 
and  to  say  that  the  facts  traversed  therein  are  not 
pertinent  to  the  present  case.  What  Truth  has  to  say 
this  week  on  this  precious  letter  is  interesting,  viz.  :  — 

"There  is  rather  a  diverting  passage  in  a  letter 
which  the  solicitors  to  Sir  Roger  Palmer  have  addressed 
to  the  Sporting  Life  in  reference  to  the  Maidenhead 
fishery  litigation  ;  '  We  have  to  state,'  they  write,  '  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  may  be  contemplating  sub- 
scribing to  the  Defence  Fund,  that  our  client  is  advised 
that  his  title  to  the  fishery  is  undoubted.'  How  very 
kind  1  One  would  have  thought  that  if  the  plaintifi 
was  so  confident  he  would  have  been  only  too  glad  of 
the  chance  the  action  will  afford  of  establishing  his 
right  once  and  for  all.  The  decision  of  a  Court  of  Law 
will  be  more  conclusive,  to  say  the  least,  than  the  ex 
parte  pronouncement  of  his  legal  advisers.  This  will 
certainly  be  the  view  of  the  public  whose  interests  in 
the  river  are  so  closely  affected  by  Sir  Roger's  claim, 
and  I  feel  sure,  therefore,  that  this  ingenious  letter 
will  not  deter  anybody  from  contributing  to  the 
Defence  Fund." 

Thanking  you  for  the  fair  and  fearless  manner  in 
which  you  are  reporting  this  case. — I  am,  Sir,  yours, 
etc.,  William  Meads 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Fishing  Defence 
Fund  Committee). 

60,  Great  Portland-street,  W. 
Jan.  9,  1902. 


THE  LEADED  SALMON  FLY. 

My  Dear  Marston, — I  think  I  do  see  your  point, 
and  should  be  very  sorry  to  encourage  intentional  foul 
hooking.  My  point  is  that  in  deep  holes  and  runs  we 
should  sink  the  fly  or  other  lure  as  deep  as  possible. 
If  a  lead  is  objected  to,  or  contrary  to  local  regulations, 
this  can  be  done  by  casting  a  little  up  stream,  and 
sinking  and  working  the  line  carefully  and  gently, 
avoiding  any  violent  jerks  as  likely  to  foul-hook  fish  if 
they  are  thick.  I  am  sure  many  of  us  want,  and 
deserve,  more  salmon  than  we  get,  and  believe  the 


extra  deep  sinking  will  often  fairly  increase  our  takes. 
— With  kind  regards,  yours  very  faithfully, 

Chas.  a.  Payton. 

p.S. — We  may  be  quite  sure  I  have  not  taught  the 
poacher  anything,  and  I  hope  I  have  given  a  useful 
hint  to  some  of  my  brother  anglers. 

[Mr.  Payton  is  quite  right,  he  will  not  teach  the 
poacher  much;  but  what  about  some  anglers  who 
think  they  do  not  get  aa  many  salmon  as  they  deserve 
to  get.  We  fear  that  so-called  "gentlemen  anglers" 
exist  who  have  no  scruple  about  foul-hooking  a  salmon 
if  they  think  they  will  not  get  caught  themselves. 
We  ought  to  keep  as  high  a  standard  of  ethics  as 
regards  the  sport  of  angling  as  possible,  and  we  are 
sure  this  is  Mr.  Payton's  view  also.  If  Mr.  Payton 
wants  to  fish  very  deep  for  salmon  why  does  he  not 
use  a  minnow,  or  prawn,  or  abunch  of  worms  ?  They 
are  all  legitimate  lures  in  rivers  where  their  use  is 
permitted.  But  if  they  are  not  permitted,  neither 
would  the  use  of  the  leaded  fly  be  allowed.  Mr.  P. 
should  remember  that  a  thing  may  be  lawful  and  yet 
not  expedient. — Ed.] 

SPORT  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA— WHERE  THE 
WAR  NEWS  COMES  FROM. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  enclosed  photo,  which  I  have 
from  a  South  African  correspondent,  Mr.  George 
Roberts,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  may  possibly  interest 
readers  of  the  Fishing  ,  Gazette  as  showing  the  sort  of 
sport  to  be  had  "  down  under."  The  fish  are  stembrass 
(or  "  steenbrass  "  ?),  and  this  little  basket  was  captured 
one  evening  by  the  Port  Elizabeth  Angling  Society 
during  a  recent  picnic  to  the  Gamtoos  River.  Bait, 


hundred  years  before  James  Nelson  Barker,  the 

American,  wrote  his  book  on  the  "  Art  of  .■Vngling," 

and  only  six  years  after  Izaak  Walton  published  "The 

Complete  Angler."  These  same  poetical  lines — namely, 

"  A  rod  twelve  feet  long  and  a  ring  of  wire, 

A  winder  and  barrel,  will  help  thy  desire 

In  killing  a  pike ;  but  the  forked  stick, 

With  a  slit  and  a  bladder,— and  that  other  fine  trick 

Which  our  artists  call  snap,  with  a  goose  or  a  duck,— 

Will  kill  two  for  one,  if  you  have  any  luck ; 

The  gentry  of  Shropshire  do  mernly  smile. 

To  see  a  goose  and  a  belt  the  fish  to  beguile  ; 

When  a  pike  suns  himself,  and  a-frogging  doth"go. 

The  two-inched  hook  is  better,  I  know, 

Than  the  ordinary  snaring.    But  still  I  must  cry, 

'  When  the  pike  is  at  home,  mind  the  cookery  '  " — 

were  copied  and  published — but  acknowledged — by 
Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knt.,  in  his  edition  of  Walton's 
"  Complete  Angler,"  page  14.5,  published  in  1784. 

With  regard  to  the  sport  of  using  a  goose  for  pike 
catching,  it  was  called  "  huxing,"  but  I  am  unable  to 
discover  the  derivation  of  the  word. 

Old  Barker,  in  his  "  Delight,"  tells  us  that  "  the 
principal  sport  in  taking  a  pike  is  had  by  taking  one  of 
the  pike  lines  and  tying  the  lino  under  the  left  wing 
and  over  the  right  wing,  about  the  body  of  the  goose, 
as  a  man  weareth  his  belt ;  then  turn  the  goose  off 
into  the  pond  where  the  pikes  are.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  sport,  with  great  pleasure,  betwixt  the  goose  and 
the  pike.  This  is  the  greatest  sport  and  pleasure  that 
a  noble  gentleman  in  Shropshire  doth  give  his  friends 
entertainment  with." — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine. 


A  nice  little  Dish  from  the  Gamtoos  Rivee,  South  a  1 1, 


prawns — depicted  in  photo,  as  also  is  a  two-foot  rule. 
I  understand  these  fish  give  rattling  good  sport  on  a 
salmon  rod,  especially  during  the  first  big  rush  of  fifty 
yards  and  upwards.  The  largest  fish  in  the  accom- 
panying picture  weighed  191b.,  measured  thirty-seven 
and  a-half  inches,  was  caught  on  a  No.  1  hook  on  a 
fly-rod,  and  took  twenty  minutes  to  land.  The  weights 
of  the  other  fish  were  respectively  17^1b.,  151b.,  141b., 
and  121b.— Yours  truly,  W.  Carter  Platts 

Menston-in-Wharfedale. 


PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "Dragnet"  will  take  down  from  his 
bookshelf  the  book  on  "Pike  and  Perch"  by  Alfred 
Jardine  (which  he  is  sure  to  possess)  he  will  find  on 
pp.  137-140  a  description  of  the  methods  of  pike 
fishing  which  the  verse  in  -last  week's  "  Jottings  by 
the  Way"  refers  to. — Yours  truly,        H.  Bow.man. 

[Y'es;  "Dragnet"  takes  this  hook  in  hand  very  fre- 
quently.] 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  MESSRS.  ALLCOCK'S 
NEW  COLLAPSING  SPOON. 

Gentlemen, — Had  a  good  day  with  the  Collapsing 
Spoon.  Killed  ten  pike.  Not  a  single  miss.  Send 
me  another  half-dozen  with  other  goods. — I'ours  truly, 

109,  Hall-street,  Dudley,  H.  Rowton. 

Jan.  9,  1902. 

Messrs.  S.  Allco(!k  &  Co.,  Eedditch. 


FISHING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH— FUNGUS  IN 
PISH. 

Dear  Sir,- Could  you  furnish  me  with  the  infor- 
mation as  to  what  fishing  is  to  be  got  at  Bournemouth 
and  district,  and  in  whose  hands  the  rights  of  fishing 
rest  ?  Also,  could  you  tell  me  a  remedy  for  fungus  in 
fish  ?— Yours  truly,  N.  F.  Tunbridoe. 


THE  "ART  OF  ANGLING." 
By  James  Nelson  Barker,  an  American,  who 
flourished  in  1784-1858. 
Sir, — The  poem  at  bottom  of  page  28  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  11  was  published  in  Thomas  Barker's 
"  Delight,"  A.D.  1659,  page  20— that  is,  nearly  two 


TROUT  POACHING  AND  HERONS. 

Dear  Sir, — Herons  are  admittedly  great  destroyers 
of  fish  of  all  kinds,  and  John  William  Wollerton  tried 
very  hard  to  turn  his  knowledge  of  natural  history  to 
some  account  at  the  New  Sleaford  (Lines)  Police 
Court  on  Monday,  Jan.  13.  Our  "John  William's" 
offence  was  selling  trout  to  the  landlord  of  the  White 
Hart  Hotel  during  the  close  season,  and  in  defence  he 
said  that  the  "heron  shrews"  visit  the  river  Slea  (a 
trout  stream  preserved  by  the  Marquis  of  Bristol) 
and  catch  thousands  of  trout,  many  of  which  they 
were  unable  to  carry  away  and  drop  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream.  These  were  the  fish  he  picked  up,  and 
he  invited  the  magistrates  to  look  at  the  marks  of  the 
heron's  talons  on  the  trout  I  The  bench,  however, 
refused  wily  William's  invitation,  and  fined  him 
twenty-two  shillings  and  costs. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,       John  E.  Miller. 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


A         SI-SCIENTIFIC  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  fl 
Dear  Sir, — In  view  of  your  recent  wise  resolution 
to  somewhat  curtail  the  space  heretofore  given  to 
reports  from  angling  clubs  and  societies,  it  may  seem 
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at  firat  sight  rather  paradoxical  to  attempt  to  enlist 
your  support  in  starting  still  another  society— one  that 
may  be  in  the  near  future,  at  any  rate  on  occasions,  a 
competitor  for  at  least  a  small  portion  of  your  valu- 
able space.  Yet  it  seems  to  me  that,  notwithstanding 
the  large  number  of  angling  clubs  and  societies,  there 
IS  ample  room  and  scope  enough  for  a  great  compre- 
hensive society,  able  to  treat  fishery  and  angling 
matters  as  they  should  be  treated— iiot  quite  with 
the  cold  severity  of  a  scientific  society  pure  and 
simple,  but  in  a  style  a  little  bit  softened  and 
ameliorated  by  the  amenities  of  social  intercourse; 
such  a  society  would  doubtless  be  a  great  success,  and 
if  skilfully  and  equitably  conducted  would  certainly 
be  potent  for  good  in  many  ways.  Again,  if  the 
members  were  fairly  numerous  the  subscription  need 
only  be  moderate  in  amount,  and  good  sport  might  be 
obtained  at  small  individual  cost. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  your  readers  that 
a  notice  in  your  advertising  columns  announces  that 
a  society  such  as  I  have  indicated  is  even  now  in 
course  of  formation.  It  will  combine  all  the  good 
features  of  the  best  existing  angling  clubs,  together 
with  other  advantages  peculiar  to  itself.  It  will  (I 
understand)  be  both  "  practical  and  theoretical,"  and 
all  sorts,  ways,  and  methods  of  fishing  will  receive 
attention,  and  as  the  society  will  be  on  a  qiiasi- 
scientific  basis  related  subjects  requiring  scientific 
consideration  will  be  treated  accordingly.  The  pro- 
posed society  has  already  many  adherents,  and  its 
success  is  assured  beyond  doubt  by  the  number  of 
gentlemen  who  have  already  proinised  to  join.  It 
will  certainly  have  all  the  support  possible  from  yours 
truly,  C.  S.  Bentley. 

Hornsey  Rise,  Jan.  15. 


THE  THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 

Deab  Sir, — At  the  meeting  of  above  league  on 
Tuesday  last  the  committee  list  (which  is  closed  now) 
was  made  up,  and  several  influential  names  were  added  ; 
the  lists  are  in  the  printer's  hands,  and  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  shortly.  Also  the  secretary  was 
requested  to  settle  up  the  "  Andrews'  Concert  "  ;  as  a 
reminder  to  the  clubs  (twenty-five  in  number)  who 
have  not  yet  made  a  return  a  list  of  names  will  appear 
next  week.— Yours  truly,  C.  Chaplais. 


WHEN  TO  STRIKE. 
Deae  Sib,— In  reply  to  ,  "  Summer  Gale  "  ;  before 
attaching  his  line  he  should  always   balance  his 
18  feet  rod  on  his  pegs  with  the  rod  top  about  9  inches 
from  the  water.    If  he  is  fishing  in  a  non-tidal  river 
the  pegs  if  properly  adjusted  can  remain  all  day,  whilst 
in  a  tidal  river  the  point  of  the  rod  must  be  raised  or 
lowered  to  suit  the  ebb  and  flow.    This  is  what  I  have 
seen  anglers  too  lazy  to  do,  and  then  grumbled  because 
they  failed  to  hook  their  fish.    The  strike  must  take 
place  at  the  same  moment  that  the  rod  is  removed 
from  the  pegs  ;  it  may  be  grasped  ready  to  strike,  but 
if  he  removed  his  rod  from  the  pegs  and  waited  he 
would  give  slack  line,  and  a  roach  just  about  to  take 
the  bait  would  probably  bolt.    I  calculate  a  fish  would 
feel  the  movement  through  the  bullet,  and  even  if  he 
had  the  bait  in  his  mouth  would  blow  it  out.    He  can 
strike  at  the  first  pull,  because  more  often  than  not  it 
means  that  the  bait  is  taken.    Releasing  the  rod  from 
the  hole  in  the  back  peg  and  the  strike  can  be  done 
very  quickly.    Some  anglers  never  think  of  touching 
the  rod  until  they  strike,  whilst  others  who  do  not 
possess  so  much  confidence  make  ready  by  grasping  it ; 
others  again  just  put  their  hands  down  ready  in  position 
to  grasp  it,  so  "  Summer  Gale  "  can  take  his  choice, 
but  I  think  he  will  find  that  not  to  touch  it  until  one 
strikes  is  the  safest  plan.    If  the  angler  sits  on  his 
basket  or  seat,  with  his  feet  at  equal  distances  from 
his  back  peg,  he  can  be  at  the  fish  in  a  moment,  and 
the  action  of  his  rod  top  should  tell  "  Summer  Gale  " 
when  to  strike.    He  cannot  expect  to  arrive  at  this 
knowledge  in  one,  two,  or  three  months,  but  it  is  a  pretty 
study,  especially  when  one  is  fishing  for  different  fish 
with  different  baits.   The  pegs  should  be  18  inches  to  20 
inches  in  length,  because  if  one  uses  a  low  seat  one  can 
grasp  the  rod  and  strike  like  a  flash ;  if  not  something 
must  be  wrong.    If  the  rod  is  18  feet  in  length  the  line 
should  be  about  15  feet— that  is,  for  deep  swims.  Of 
course  one  could  do  with  less  line  if  the  water  were 
shallow. — Yours  truly,  "  Peg  Away." 


THE  SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES. 

SiE, — It  seems  to  me  that  your  correspondents,  in 
considering  this  question,  fail  to  project  their  minds 
far  enough  back  into  the  past  to  enable  them  to  con- 
ceive a  time  when  there  was  no  outlet  for  the  produce 
of  prolific  rivers  like  the  Eden  and  the  Lune,  and 
when  the  salmon  had  perforce  to  be  consumed  on  the 
spot  or  not  at  all.    In  those  days — say  about  1784  and 

Anglers  should  read  with  pleasure  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  little 
liook  oil  '  Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams  '  (Samps  on 
Low  and  Co.,  2s.  6d.  net).  Its  author  is  a  competent  authority, 
ami  he  discusses  his  suhject  in  ample  detail.  As  a  matter  of 
course  he  excites  the  imaginations  of  his  readers  with  some  of 
those  interesting  stories  aliout  curious  or  unusually  good  catche  s, 

which  for  the  most  part  form  the  staple  of  anglers'  talk   

Yorkshire  Post,  .Jan.  8,  1902. 


previously— salmon,  not  "kippered  kelts,"  but  prime 
fish  m  season,  was  cheaper  than  butcher's  meat  and 
other  good  stuffs ;  henoe  servants,  and  no  doubt 
apprentices  who  lii^ed  with  their  masters,  objected 
strongly  to  being  fed  oftener  than  two  or  three  times 
a  week  on  what  they  regarded  as  "cheap"  food,  to 
say  nothing  of  such  rich  diet  soon  producing  a  sense 
of  surfeit. 

An  extract  or  two  from  the  old  files  of  the  Carlisle 
Journal  will  bear  out  my  contention.  We  find  under 
date  of  May  4,  1799,  a  notice  of  the  formation  of  an 
association  of  fishery  proprietors  which  it  was  hoped 
would  "do  considerable  service  to  the  public,  and 
reduce  salmon  to  a  price  nearly  equal  to  that  which  it 
was  m  this  market,  in  the  month  of  January,  about 
fourteen  years  ago,  then  2Jd.  per  lb.  In  January  last 
it  sold  here  at  upwards  of  2s." 

In  April,  1812,  in  a  long  communication  in  the 
form  of  an  "  open  letter  "  to  the  proprietors  of  Solway 
fisheries,  a  correspondent  maintained  that  the  local 
scarcity  of  salmon  had  arisen  through  the  introduction 
of  destructive  engines  in  178.3-4  in  the  Newbie  fisheries 
(on  the  Scotch  side),  so  that  "  now  there  is  not  one 
salmon  taken  through  the  whole  extent  of  your 
fisheries  for  one  hundred  that  used  to  be  taken  previous 
to  the  introduction  of  these  engines." 

We  find,  therefore,  that  prior  to  1786  salmon  was 
sold  m  Carlisle  at  2§d.  a  lb.,  that  before  the  end  oft  he 
century  it  had  risen  to  2s.,  and  that  the  reason  was 
over-fishing  in  the  Solway. 

About  the  same  time— that  is,  at  the  beginning  of 
last  century— there  began  to  be  a  local  scarcity  of 
salmon  on  the  banks  of  the  Lune,  but  the  cause  was 
difierent :  a  market  had  been  found  for  the  fish  at 
Manchester  and  other  large  Lancashire  towns,  to  which 
the  fish  were  no  doubt  conveyed  by  coach  or  carrier. 
The  Lancaster  correspondent  of  the  Carlisle  Journal 
writing  in  1801  or  1802  (I  have  mislaid  the  exact  date)' 
said  :— "  Salmon,  which  has  now  attained  the  price  of 
Is.  6d.  a  pound,  was  once  so  plentiful  in  our  market 
that,  however  strange  it  may  oppear,  it  was  no  mi- 
common  thing  for  servants,  ivhcn  hiring,  to  make  an 
agreement  with  their  masters  that  they  were  not  to  be 
fed  on  salmon  more  than  a  certain  number  of  days  in 
each  iveek.  It  then  afforded,  from  its  cheapness,  a 
very  great  relief  to  the  poor,  whenever  butcher-meat 
became  dear,  or  the  other  articles  of  food  were  scarce. 
Salmon  is  still,  indeed,  caught  in  as  great  abundance 
as  ever  in  the  river  Lune,  but  almost  the  whole  is 
disposed  of  in  the  markets  of  Manchester  and  other 
inland  towns." 

Now  if  servants,  hired  by  the  twelvemonth  or 
perhaps  shorter  terms,  made  a  stipulation  against  a 
plethora  of  salmon,  would  it  not  be  much  more  likely 
that  apprentices,  bound  for  seven  years  to  live  in  the 
house  of  their  master,  would  safeguard  themselves  by 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  their  indentures  ' — Yours 
truly,  Eden. 


141b.  to  201b.  to  their  sex  in' English  waters  in  order 
to  improve  the  breed  of  English  pike  and  bring  them 
up  to  the  standard  of  decent  weight  and  size  ?  The 
cross  between  the  sex  would  surely  be  worth  the 
trouble,  and  when  trout  can  be  removed  in  transit 
safely  what    is  to  prevent  pike  being  removed? 
Americans  are  taking  rams  and  bulls  from  England 
and  Ireland  to  improve  their  flock— pike  fishers  in 
^ngland  should  try  to  improve  the  breed  of  their 
flock,  which  gives  much  more  sport  to  the  interested 
angler.     I  hope  some  enthusiast  will  take  up  the 
subject.     I  will  supply  the  stock  of  pike  required 
gratis  to  any  club  who  wish  to  give  Irish  pike  a  fair 
trial  among  his  English  sex-at  least,  I  will  net  as 
many  as  may  be  required,  and,  keep  them  in  a  safe 
pond  till  required  for  transit.    You  will  pardon  my 
suggestions,  but  I  have  met  so  many  pike  fishers,  and 
I  know  how  anxious  they  would  be  if  they  could  get  a 
201b.  or  301b.  pike  in  English  waters,  where  good  sized 
pike  would  be  appreciated.    I  fished  with  Mr.  Sidney 
S.  Pownceby,  London,  last  October,  when  he  landed  a 
beautiful  pike  of  331b.  ;  he  told  me  he  would  give  a 
hundred  pounds  if  he  could  land  such  a  pike  in  his 
Enghsh  waters.    Also  Mr.  James  Ashton,  London 
who  caught  6611b.  of  pike  on  Lough  Na-Pough  orl 
Sept.  15  last.    Five  pike  weighed  together  told  the 
same  story.    Unfortunately,  pike  fishers  do  not  come 
m  the  right  season— that  is,  January,  February,  and 
March  ;  to  catch  the  big  chaps  those  are  the  best 
months.— Yours  truly,         Thomas  Summebvillb 
Kilbride,  Clonbur.  Head  Water-Bailiff. 


PIKE  FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 


THE  COLNQ  AT  STAINES. 
Deab  Sib, — I  am  sorry  to  be  again  troubling  you  so 
soon  after  my  last  question,  but  could  you  or  your 
readers  tell  me  the  name  of  the  society  that  preserves 
the  Colne  at  Staines. — Yours  truly,  A.  E.  C. 

CAPTURE  OF  A  24LB.  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  F.  R.  Cotterell,  a  well-known 
King's  Heath  angler,  whilst  fishing  private  water  near 
Birmingham  last  week-end,  landed  a  fine  lot  of  pike, 
all  being  taken  on  Keeling's  improved  snap  tackle.' 
The  heaviest  fish,  scaling  241b., I  gave  excellent  sport 
and  was  in  fine  condition,  being  beautifully  marked, 

and  has  now  been  sent  to  London  for  preservation  

Yours  truly,  Midlandee! 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK  AND 
LOUGH  NA-FOUGH. 

Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  to  trespass  on  your  space  in 
order  to  break  the  long  and  dreary  silence  of  our  idle 
winter  on  above  waters. 

What  has  become  of  the  keen  pike  fishers  during 
this  winter  ?  Not  one  of  them  have  visited  our  pike 
waters,  and  we  are  left  alone  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  our 
wilderness.  We  have  only  to  look  forward  to  our  spring 
fishing,  which  begins  on  Feb.  1  next,  when  I  trust 
some  of  our  English  anglers  will  break  the  monotony. 
One  thing  we  promise— that  all  spawning  rivers  con- 
nected with  Lough  Mask  and  Lough  Na-Fough  have 
been  well  watched  under  my  care  as  head  water-bailiff, 
and  a  beautiful  spawning  season  we  have  had,  and  a 
continuation  of  nice  floods,  not  too  strong  or  too  rough 
to  disturb  the  ova  or  overload  it  from  the  force  "of 
water  with  stuff  taken  down  from  the  upper  source. 

I  have  got  an  idea  into  my  enthusiastic  brain,  after 
years  of  careful  thought,  which  may  interest  your 
readers.  It  is  simply  this :  If  those  interested  in 
large  pike,  why  not  improve  the  English  breed  of  pike, 
which  I  am  informed  only  run  to  small  weights,  101b. 
being  considered  a  decent  pike  in  English  waters, 
which  we  only  look  lUpon  as  a  mere  sprat  here  in  our 
waters.  I  see  the  rainbow  trout  and  Loch  Leven 
trout  introduced  to  several  waters,  why  not  introduce 
some  of  our  nice  active  male  and  female  pike  from 


Deae  Sib,— Once  in  Shropshire  I  came  across  an 
old  man,  seated  on  a  small  tub,  with  a  rod  and  a  ring 
of  wire  and  a  little  running  tackle.    He  was  at  the 
edge  of  a  bed  of  rushes  in  which  he  had  either  removed 
or  beaten  down  a  portion  near  to  the  water.    I  saw 
him  take  two  pike  which  worked  into  the  space  cleared 
(which  was  only  a  few  inches  deep)  either  for  spawning 
or  cleaning  themselves.    Several  were  lost  through 
inability  to  get  the  noose  over  them;  if  small  they 
were  hfted  right  out,  if  large  drawn  through  the  out- 
side edge  of  weeds  into  the  open  water  and  so  to  a 
better  landing  place.    This  is  common  in  both  Shrop- 
shire and  Worcestershire.    Carp  are  also  taken  the 
same  way,  but  a  net  and  a  strong  pole  is  substituted  ; 
when  the  fish  comes  over  the  net,  which  is  sunk  in 
the  clearing,  the  carp  are  simply  lifted  out  of  the 
water.    I  have  seen  from  twenty  to  forty  pounds  taken 
so  in  an  afternoon's  poaching.    The  forked  stick  is, 
I  think,  a  new  edition  of  the  present  day  trimmer^ 
bladder  being  a  foot  or  so  above  the  live  bait ;  the  line 
was  then  put  between  the  slit,  the  bladder  supportin'^ 
the  bait,  which  was  then  slung  out  into  the  open 
water.    A  very  long  cast  can  be  made  this  way.  The 
trimmer  was  recoverable  by  boat.    It  is  said  the  goose 
and  belt  was  a  very  exciting  and  popular  pastime— a 
bait  was  arranged  that  by  bending  its  tail  it  would 
spin  in  the  water  when  tied  to  the  goose  and  the  bird 
swam  over  the  lake.    Ladies  and  gentlemen  followed 
and  urged  the  bird  on,  and  there  was  great  shouting, 
waving  of  kerchiefs  and  clapping  of  hands  when  a  pike 
took  the  bait  and  during  the  desperate  struggles  of  the 
two  opponents.    No  doubt  frogging  was  similar  to  that 

which  is  used  for  present  day  pike  and  chub  frogging  

that  is,  a  large  hook  hitched  into  the  skin  of  the  frog's 
back. 

The  cookery  is  a  puzzle  to  me,'as  pike  were  supposed 
to  be  the  table  fish  ^xir  excellence,  otherwise  I  should 
fancy  it  means  don't  cook  them.  I  consider  them  like 
the  specimen  tench  that  was  said  to  resemble  the 
mud  and  pins.  I  suppose  my  pike  paternostering 
query,  on  page  460,  is  of  no  interest,  or  that  none  of  > 
your  readers  have  had  similar  experiences.  Could 
Mr.  A.  Jardine  come  to  my  rescue,? — Yours  truly, 
Puzzled  Paternostbeeb. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND.  ' 

Deae  Sib,~I  should  feel  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  kindly,  through  the  medium  of  your 
paper,  recommend  me  a  good  place  to  go  to  for  salmon 
and  sea-trout  fishing  in  Scotland,  and  give  me  full 
particulars — how  many  rods,  how  often  a  week  is  one 
allowed  to  fish,  the  nearest  inn,  and  price.— Yours 
truly,  PiscATOE. 

George  and  Dragon  Hotel, 
Great  Marlow,  Bucks. 

The  time-honoured  maxim,  "  Better  late  than 
never,"  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  Yachting 
World's  Christmas  and  Mediterranean  Number,  for  we 
can  safely  say  to  all  our  many  fricr^d^  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  if  they  have  not  yet  seen  the  number  it 
is  emphatically  better  that  they  should  do  so  at  any 
time  rather  than  not  at  all.  Needless  to  say,  print, 
paper,  and  pictures  are  as  nearly  as  possible  perfection  ;' 
and  while,  where  all  is  so  good,  it  may  seem  "  invidious 
to  particularise  "  (as  old  "  What's-his-name  "  would 
say),  we  may  be  forgiven  for  specially  mentioning  the 
illustration  "  Outward  Bound,"  and  the  short  story, 
'  Not  Reported,"  by  Harold  Bindloss, 
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TliK  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  l)e 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  New  sagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

I'oniinunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  I'ishins 
'J'ackle  for  Notice,  Books  tor  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FISHING 
Oazktte,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  comnnmications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Tttk  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
.Messrs.  Sampson  low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
li.shers,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6^. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

'I'liree  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  Cd. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  is.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hinidred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishiTig. 

Advertisements  vmst  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clocJc  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed    Jdieiiisement  Manager." 

AH  communications  res] letting  Advertisements  should  be 
adtlressed  to  the  Advektiskment  JIanager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Dinner,  March  11,  1902. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  also 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  I  can  advise 
them'  to  apj)ly  early  for  tickets  for  the  forthcoming 
dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  on  March  11,  when  His 
Excellency  the  American  Ambassador  to  Great 
Britain  will  preside. 

The  United  States  has  been  most  fortunate  in 
the  selection  of  men  she  has  sent  to  represent  her 
here  ;  and  we  have  been  equally  fortunate,  for  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  next  to  our  own  Royal 
Family  no  name  is  more  honoured  in  this  country 
than  that  of  "  The  American  Ambassador."  In 
the  present  holder  of  this  most  important  office, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Choate,  all  the  good  qualities  of 
his  predecessors  seem  to  be  combined,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  he  is  a  keen  angler.  Everybody  will 
remember  how  he  was  one  of  the  seventy  anglers 
who  broke  up  the  Tweed  Ring  and  got  the  fish  free 
access  to  the  spawning  grounds.  A  better  chairman 
it  would  be  difficult  to  angle  for,  and  I  congratulate 
the  club  on  landing  him,  especially  as  he  gets 
about  a  hundred  offers  of  a  good  feed  gratis  every 
day.  Anything  which  helps  to  bring  English  and 
American  anglers  into  touch  with  each  other  must 
be  good  for  both  countries. 


I  am  glad  to  say  that  rifle  shooting  is  becoming 
more  popular  in  this  country  since  I  wrote  the 
article  quoted  from  the  Publishers'  Circular.  Mr. 
St.  John  Brodrick,  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  has 
anticipated  my  last  suggestion  by  announcing  that 
the  War  Office  will  aid  school  cadet  corps  to  a 
certain  extent.  Anyone  who  wants  to  learn  nearly 
all  there  is  to  know  about  our  national  weapon 
should  obtain  a  copy  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Rifle," 
by  Major  the  Hon.  T.  F.  Freemantle,  published 
by  Messrs.  Longmans.  It  contains  54  plates  and 
107  diagrams,  and  covers  the  whole  liistory  of  rifle 
shooting  in  the  most  interesting  and  practical 
manner. 


It  is  Illegal  to  Fish  at  the  Foot  of  a 
Salmon  Pass. 
It  is  a  new  question,  as  far  as  I  know,  but  one  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  says  he  has 
been  unable  to  ascertain  if  he  may  fish  right  in  the 
bay  or  hole  or  space  where  the  salmon  collect 
before  going  up  a  salmon  pass.  It  is  pretty  clear 
that  the  framers  of  the  Salmon  Fisliery  Acts  did 
not  intend  to  permit  angling  in  this  spot  at  the 
foot  of  a  salmon  ladder  or  pass,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  extracts  : — 

The' Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1861. 
Section  28  (4). 

The'  following  rules  shall  be  observed  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  efficient  free  gaps  in  fishing 
weirs ;  that  is  to  say. 

No  person  shall  place  any  obstruction,  use  any 
contrivance,  or  do  any  act  whereby  fish  may  be 
scared,  deterred,  or  in  any  way  pirevented  from 
freely  entering  and  passing  up  and  down  a  free  gap 
at  all  j)eriods  of  the  year  ;  and  any  person  placing 
any  obstruction,  using  any  contrivance,  or  doing 
any  act  in  contravention  of  the  regulation  lastly 
hereinbefore  contained,  shall  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  five  pounds  for  the  first  offence,  and  not 
exceeding  ten  pounds  for  each  subsequent  offence  ; 
but  this  last  regulation  shall  not  apply  to  a 
temporary  bridge  or  board  used  for  crossing  a  free 
gap,  and  taken  away  immediately  when  a  person 
has,  crossed  the  same. 

The  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873. 
Section  48. 

Any  person  wilfully  altering  or  injuring  any  fish 
pass,  or  doing  any  act  whereby  fish  are  obstructed 
or  liable  to  be  obstructed  in  using  such  fish  pass, 
or  whereby  such  fish  pass  is  rendered  less  efficient, 
or  altering  the  bed  or  banlcs  of  the  river  so  as  to 
render  any  fish  pass  less  efficient,  or  using  any 
contrivance  or  doing  any  act  whereby  fish  are  in 
anywise  liable  to  be  scared,  hindered,  or  prevented 
from  passing  through  such  fish  pass,  shall  for  every 
such  offence  incur  a  penalty  of  not  exceeding  five 
pounds,  and  a  further  penalty  of  not  exceeding  one 
pound  for  every  day  during  which  any  such 
alteration,  obstruction,  or  contrivance  is  continued 
from  the  date  of  a  second  conviction  for  such 
offence,  in  addition  to  any  expense  which  may  be 
incurred  in  restoring  such  fish  pass  to  its  former 
state  of  efficiency. 


I  said  last  week  that  I  regretted  to  hear  that 
that  most  prolific  little  river,  the  Costa,  near 
Pickering  in  Yorkshire,  was  being  badly  used.  I 
have  since  heard  from  one  who  knows  it  well  that 
unless  a  different  policy  is  adopted  it  will  soon  not 
be  worth  fishing.  Anyone  who  knows  the  little 
river  will  agree  with  me  that  this  does  not  reflect 
much  credit  on  the  members  of  the  club  which  is 
supposed  to  preserve  it. 


Salmon  Fishing  in  Spain. 
Are  the  salmon  in  Spain  like  the  snakes  in 
Ireland  ?  If  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
knows  any  book  or  other  publication  containing 
information  on  this  point  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  to  him  if  he  would  let  me  know  of  it. 


Large  Pike  from  Lough  Ree. 
"  W.  S.  T."  asks  me  to  see  if  I  can  get  him  any 
information  as  to  "  the  whereabouts  of  a  stuffed 
pike  certified  to  be  34^1b.  in  weight,  caught  in 
Lough  Ree,  Westmeath,  about  1883  or  1884.  It 
was  mounted  by  Rhow,  of  Cork,  and  was  forty-nine 
inches  in  length.  I  believe  that  at  the  back  of 
the  case  was  a  cutting  from  the  Field  stating  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  fish  was  captured, 
and  I  was  told  some  time  ago  that  it  had  been 
purchased  by  one  of  the  angling  clubs  of  London. 
I  should  be  very  glad  of  information  as  to  the 
present  location  of  this  big  pike." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


We  are  always  glad  to  hear  of  young  anglers 
getting  good  sport.  A  West  of  England  subscriber 
tells  us  that  one  of  his  boys,  aged  eleven,  caught, 
played,  and  landed  a  pike  of  8Ub.  on  .Tan.  11  in  the 
upper  M-aters  of  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  near  Malmes- 
bury.  He  also  says  there  are  very  few  men  in  that 
district  who  can  cast  much  better  than  his  son 
from  the  Nottingham  reel. 


A  BRACE  OF  EARLY 
SCANDINAVIAN  SALMON. 


It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  railway  journey 
up  the  West  Coast  of  Sweden,  from  Helsingborg 
northwards,  is  either  interesting  or  picturesque 
most  people  find  it  exceedingly  tedious — but  every- 
thing has  an  end,  and  about  3  p.m.  on  May  8,  after 
meandering  througli  endless  forests,  and  moorland, 
and  partially-cultivated  country,  the  express  (!), 
the  ultimate  destination  of  which  was  (Jhristiaiiia, 
deposited  us  at  the  little  station  for  which  we  were 
bound.    The  sun  shone  bright  in  a  cloudless  sky, 
but  on  the  big  loch  there  were  a  few  ice-floes  still, 
some  patches  of  snow  on  its  wooded  shores,  and 
a  distinctly  chilly  north  wind  curled  its  blue  waters. 
Soon,  however,  the  ponies  rattled  us  down  the  hill 
away  from  the  railway  and  the  loch,  through  the 
pine -woods  and  along  the  banks  of  the  winding 
trout  stream,  and  we  got  into  a  milder  climate. 
The  grass  had  not  the  dead  appearance  which  ■\  er\' 
recently  melted  snow  leaves  behind  it ;  anemones 
and  "blaa\eiss "decked the gi-ound, birds  "cheeped" 
and  sang,  and  other  signs  of   spring  were  not 
wanting.    From  our  Jehu,  Jens,  we  learned  that 
the  winter  had  been  a  pretty  hard  one,  but  owing 
to  the  heavy  snowfall  favourable  to  the  removal 
of  the  pine  logs  from  the  forests ;  sundry  foxes  had 
fallen  victims  to  the  wiles  of  our  friend,  who  spoke 
of  the  premiums  he  had  received  for  them  from 
the  Lensmand  with  muclr  satisfaction ;  a  good 
many  kelts  had  been  seen  in  the  ri\  er,  which  was 
big,  but  clear,  and  there  were  a  good  many  what 
he  called  "  is-gjedder  "  (literally,  "  ice  jiike  ")  about. 
A  somewhat  convivial  dinner  and  its  concomitants 
prevented  any  serious  operations  that  day,  but 
while  smoking  the  pipe  of  peace  on  the  old  bridge, 
in  company  with  our  host,  after  coffee,  a  bar  of 
living  silver  sprang  from  the  moss-bro^\'n  water. 
"  De'  var  slet  ikke  en  gammal  Fisk  !  "  ("  That  was 
certainly  not  an  old  fish  ")  remarked  old  Kristian, 
between  two  puffs  of  his  long  pipe.    Of  this  we 
felt  also  sure,  and  had  it  been  elsewhere  than  in 
the  Bridge  Pool  we  would  have  had  a  try  for  him 
that  evening,  but  the  place  is  so  full  of  old  piles 
and  snags  that  to  kill  a  fish  of  any  size  in  it  is 
almost  impossible.    The  followmg  morning  there 
was  a  strong  white  frost,  which,  as  the  sun  rose, 
induced  a  good  deal  of  mist ;  in  filmy  cloudlets 
and  layers  it  drifted  across  the  meadows  and  along 
the  margin  of  the  forest.    A  man  came  in  with 
a  nice  lot  of  "  is-gjedder,"  caught  in  a  neighbouring 
loch  with  the  net,  and  thinking  it  better  to  leave 
the  nobler  fish  until  the  afternoon,  when  the  air 
would  be  warmed,  we  proceeded  to  try  for  a  jack 
in  the  reach  of  deep,  slow-flowing  water  that  forms 
the  continuation  of  the  bridge.    With  an  amazing 
splash  the  huge  fly,  with  its  six  inches  of  gimp 
attached,  came  down  on  the  water  just  outside  a 
muddy  bank,  where  in  summer-time  the  rushes 
grow  thick  and  long,  and  with  a  still  more  amazing 
splash  a  greedy  jack  rushed  forth  and  seized  the 
gaudy  lure.    An  instant's  jiause  to  allow  the  steel 
to  get  down  the  gullet  a  bit,  a  "strike"  only 
justified  by  treble  gut  and  a  salmon  rod,  and  then 
the  reel  responds  to  quite  a  respectable  rush  on  the 
part  of  Master  Jack.    The  place  is  full  of  snags  in 
the  shape  of  water-logged  pine  trunks,  adorned 
with  short  spiky  branches,  so  that  strong  measures 
are  needful ;  twice  a  horrible  grating  on  the  line 
announces  a  foul,  but  tlie  "butt"  can-ies  the  day, 
and  ere  long  a  101b.  fish,  in  by  no  means  bad 
condition,  considering  the  time  of  year,  is  exhibiting 
his  formidable  rows  of  teeth  among  the  wet  herbage 
on  the  bank.  The  next  fish  that  tries  to  annex  our 
gigantic  insect  fails  in  his  first  attempt  to  do  so, 
and  after  being  on  for  a  minute  or  so  drops  oft'  the 
hook  ;  but  on  its  being  again  proffered  he  un- 
hesitatingly has  another  try,  with  the  result  that 
shortly  he  joins  his  pal  on  shore.    In  due  time 
four  others  follow  the  example  of  these  two ;  tho 
hero    of  the      is-gjedder,''   who   has  been  an 
interested  onlooker,  finishes  his  pipe,  descends  from 
his  perch  on  a  very  damp-looking  log,  and  collects 
the  spoil ;  tlien  we  tramp  up  to  the  farmhouse. 

A  late  but  extremely  substantial  breakfast  having 
been  indulged  in,  a  start  is  made  for  the  upper 
water,  friend  Jens,  armed  with  a  gaff  instead  of 
a  whip,  in  attendance.  The  filmy  vapour  has 
entirely  disappeared,  a  nice  breeze  from  north-west 
has  sprung  up,  and  the  sun  has  come  out  warm 
and  bright,  but  signs  are  not  wanting  in  the  shape 
of  some  watery-looking  clouds  that  some  rain,  the 
I  not  unusual  concomitant  of  a  white  frost,  is  pending. 
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An  hour's  tramp  brings  us  to  the  Ked  Pool, 
picturesquely  situated  deep  in  the  woodlands.  On 
one  side  runs  the  ridge  of  rock  from  the  colour  of 
which  the  cast  derives  its  name  ;  on  the  other  lies 
an  altogether  delightful  turfy  bank,  dotted  here  and 
there  with  odd  boulders  and  juniper  bushes — a 
bank  on  which  it  is  a  joy  to  sit  and  smoke  and 
watch  the  dark  brown  waters  hurrying  by  over  a  thin 
bed  of  rock,  to  listen  to  the  notes  of  the  cuckoo 
and  the  wood-pigeon,  to  gaze  upon  the  clouds  as 
they  drift  before  the  breeze  across  the  sky — a  bank 
across  whose  short,  crisp  herbage  and  treeless 
expanse  the  salmon  angler  may  throw  his  longest 
line  without  fear  of  fouling  down  the  whole  length 
of  the  pool — a  charming  and  never-to-be-forgotten 
spot.  In  July  and  August,  when  there  is  water, 
the  Ked  Pool  is  full  of  fish,  but  thus  early  in  the 
season  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  it  contains 
anything  but  brown  trout,  for  it  is  too  swift  for 
kelts  or  as  a  place  of  residence  for  jack.  Mindful, 
however,  of  that  vision  from  the  bridge  the  evening 
before  we  wade  in  at  the  head  and  commence  fishing 
it  carefully  down.  Nothing  happens  however,  no 
silvery  salar  breaks  the  surface  of  the  stream,  and 
rolling  the  line  reluctantly  up  we  "  warsel "  our 
way  ashore  at  the  tail^ — it  looks  as  if  the  Red 
Pool  were  salmonless  for  the  nonce.  But  another 
attempt  must  be  made — the  place  looks  so  tempting 
— the  Dusty  Miller  is  removed,  and  soon  a  fetching- 
looking  Namsen  is  at  work.  Two-thirds  of  the  way 
down  there  is  a  submerged  rock  which  in  summer 
is  a  certain  find,  and  here  the  further  progress  of 
the  fly  is  arrested ;  after  the  fashion  of  its  kind  in 
very  cold  water  in  spring,  a  salmon  has  taken  it 
well  below  the  surface.  There  is  a  most  satisfactory 
dead  pull,  the  fish  returns  to  his  lair  alongside  the 
rock  aforesaid,  and  then  for  a  brief  space  considers 
matters ;  then  he  makes  a  savage  rush  up  and 
across  the  pool,  throws  himself  high  in  the  air,  and 
is  back  in  dangerous  proximity  to  our  waders  before 
we  are  clearly  aware  of  having  hooked  our  first 
salmon  for  1901.  Although  there  is  a  terrible  lot 
of  slack  line  out,  on  recovering  it  the  fish  is  found 
to  be  still  on  ;  Jens — marvellous  to  relate — removes 
both  hands  from  his  breeches  pockets  and  the  cork 
from  the  gafi",  a  somewhat  premature  proceeding, 
and  the  fight  proceeds  with  varying  fortune.  Now 
the  fish  shows  signs  of  going  down  stream,  where 
it  is  quite  impossible  owing  to  the  presence  of  high 
rocks  and  trees  to  follow ;  then  the  hundred  and 
odd  yards  of  line  which  he  has  taken  off  the  reel 
are  slowly  recovered,  and  he  returns  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  turfy  bank.  At  the  end  of  twenty- 
five  minutes  by  the  watch  we  succeed  in  forcing 
him  into  a  bit  of  slackish,  deep  water  close  to  the 
shore.  Jens,  who  is  by  no  means  such  a  fool — 
at  any  rate,  with  the  gafi' — as  he  looks,  takes  the 
chance,  and  the  next  moment  a  silvery  23-pounder 
is  being  borne  to  a  safe  distance  from  his  native 
element.  A  draught,  facetiously  termed  a  "nip," 
of  Scotch  whisky  is  indulged  in,  as  also  the 
inevitable  pipe,  and  we  proceed.  Between  the  Red 
and  the  Long  Pools  the  water  pours  torrentwise 
through  a  steep,  rocky  channel  entirely  useless  for 
anglmg  under  ordinary  conditions,  but  at  one  place 
a  short,  foamy  side  run  suggests  possibilities  and  I 
drop  the  fly  in.  Almost  immediately  it  is  seized — 
by  something ;  but  then  the  resistance  is  slight, 
and  lo  ! — mirabile  ddctiir—&  wretched  jack  of  less 
than  21b.  is  dragged  out  of  the  tearing  current, 
fortunately  before  he  can  damage  the  fly.  Cer- 
tainly pike  turn  up  in  queer  places  sometimes. 

The  Long  Pool  is  far  too  high,  there  is  not 
enough  stream  in  it ;  its  comparatively  narrow 
exit  is  insufficient  to  let  the  water  out  quickly 
enough,  and  it  is  dammed  back;  we  feel  sure  it 
contains  a  lot  of  kelts.  Such,  indeed,  proves  the 
case,  and  we  row,  land,  and — to  Jens'  disgust — 
return  to  the  river  four  of  these  objectionables 
before  getting  down  to  the  best  chance  in  the  pool 
for  a  clean  fish,  about  a  couple  of  feet  above  the 
effluent  fall.  Here  the  water  flows  swift  and 
smooth,  but  right  across  the  river  runs  a  ridge, 
where  the  fish  lie  comfortably,  inconvenienced  not 
a  bit  by  the  current.  Sometimes  they  rise  so  near 
the  edge  that  it  seems  as  if  they  cannot  well  avoid 
tumbling  back  over  the  fall,  but  fortunately  they 
never  do  so,  for  to  guide  a  salmon  through  the 
sharp  rocks  and  big  boulders  of  the  rapids  and  falls 
below  would  be  out  of  the  question,  even  if,  instead 
of  being  abominably  bad,  the  "going"  on  shore 
were  good.  Presumably,  too,  the  fish  themselves 
have  a  lively  recollection  of  the  struggles  they  went 
through  before  attaining  the  ledge  at  the  tail 
of  the  Long  Pool,  and  are  disinclined  to  run  the 


Turn  N'oT'WPnTiWR. 
(Picm  '\yorwcgian  Apglingi."   See  Fiiliing  Cvtetie,  Jan.  iv,  lOus.;  m 


Thb  Bed  of  the  Mandal  Rivee,  1901,  Almost  Dry. 

(^FroiH  '•  Xorwegian  Anglings.  '   See  Fishing  Gazette,  Jiii).  18,  1902.) 
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"Have  another  Bite?" — A  40-poundeb. 

{t'rovi'"  yurtveginn  Avgliriffs."    See  Fishing  CazMe,  Jan.  18,  1902.) 


risk  of  having  to  repeat  the  performance.  Just 
after  landing  kelt  No.  4  a  heavy  downpour  sets 
in,  and  we  beat  a  retreat  to  an  old  empty  hay 
house  that  stands  near  by  among  the  pines.  Soon 
the  shower  shows  signs  of  passing  off,  but  before 
the  shadow  of  the  cloud  from  which  it  emanated 
has  gone,  and  the  sun  come  out  again,  wc  judg- 
matically  throw  a  "  Jock  "  over  the  "  rising  "  spot 
above  the  fall.  There  is  a  beautiful  head  and  tail 
rise,  a  vicious  shake  of  the  head,  and  the  next 
minute  we  are  scrambling  as  for  dear  life  up  the 
banks  of  the  Long  Pool  in  pursuit  of  a  fish  much 
too  actively  inclined  to  be  a  kelt.  In  time,  how- 
ever, he  becomes  tamer,  and  more  amenable  to 
discipline.  Jens,  crouched  on  the  flat  slab  known 
as  the  "  Otter's  Kock,"  gets  his  opportunity,  and 
clean  fish  No.  2  is  added  to  the  bag,  a  ten-pounder 
very  recently  from  salt  water. 

There  is  only  one  other  place  left  where  a  clean 
salmon  might  thus  early  in  the  year  perchance  lie, 
and  that  is  the  "  Cruive  Stream,"  a  beautiful 
looking  but  at  all  times  uncertain  cast  a  couple  of 
hundred  yards  or  so  lower  down.  To  fish  it  a 
somewhat  risky  crossing  of  the  river,  over  partially - 
submerged  logs  and  very  shaky  planks,  has  to  be 
effected,  for  the  left  bank  is  closely  covered  with 
trees  to  the  water's  edge.  This  acrobatic  perform- 
ance having  been  more  or  less  satisfactorily 
accomplished,  we  set  to  work,  and  ere  long  get 
into  something.  Big  that  something  undoubtedly 
is,  but  its  manner  of  disporting  itself  is  painfully 
suggestive  of  a  "  Gammal  Fisk  "  ;  up  and  down 
and  all  round  the  spacious  pool  it  goes  without 
showing.  Not  until  it  has  been  on  for  a  good 
twenty  minutes  does  it  give  a  tremendous  upward 
roll  and  disclose  to  our  disgusted  gaze  the  un- 
wieldy proportions  of  a  huge  kelt.  What  its 
actual  weight  is  we  have  no  means  at  hand  of 
ascertaining  ;  in  clean  condition  it  would  be  little, 
if  at  all,  under  401b.  The  fly,  pretty  well  chewed 
up,  is  removed  from  its  unpleasant  looking  jaw, 
Jens  shoots  the  beast  back  into  the  water  with 
some  highly  uncomplimentary  epithets  in  Norsk, 
and  "  full  up  "  of  the  "  Cruive  Stream  "  we  once 
more  take  our  way  across  the  shaky  logs  and  the 
slippery  planks,  and  so  home.  Rugde. 


STKAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 


Killing  a  30-poundee,  Namsen  Eivee. 

(fVom  "  yorivrgictn  Anglings  "    fee  Fishing  Odette,  Jaw. ■18,1902') 


The  sport  of  sea  fishing  is  in  itself  pleasant, 
interesting,  and  often  very  exciting,  and  one  more- 
over in  which  success  depends  in  great  measui-e  on 
the  care  and  skill  of  the  fisherman. 

People  really  seem  generally  to  regard  sea-fish 
as  a  low  order  of  brutes,  almost  destitute  of  common 
instinct,  and  upon  which  any  care  or  attention 
would  be  quite  thrown  away.  A  fisherman  who 
piques  himself  on  the  fineness  of  his  river-tackle 
and  would  sedulously  clip  off  the  sixteenth  of  an 
inch  of  gut  which  might  project  beyond  a  knot,  or 
discard  a  whole  length,  if  it  happened  to  be  at  all 
flat  or  opaque,  will  yet  be  content  to  h&ve  next  his 
hooks,  when  sea-fishing,  snooding  as  thick  as  an 
ordinary  salmon-line,  and  often  untwisted,  so  as 
rather  to  resemble  mop-yarn  than  what  it  pretends 
to  be ;  this  roughly  tied  on  coarse  rusty  hooks,  and 
the  rest  of  his  apparatus  clumsy  to  match.  Now 
such  a  person  need  scarcely  be  reminded  that  all 
animals,  sea-fish  included,  have  an  instinctive  sense 
of  danger,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  convey 
to  any  one  the  knowledge  that  a  trap  is  laid  for 
him,  more  effectually  than  by  exhibiting  next  the 
hook  such  very  obvious  machinery  for  his  destruc- 
tion. Why,  it's  a  positive  insult  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  fish  I  "  If  a  thing  is  worth  douig  at  all,  it  is 
worth  doing  well,"  says  the  old  proverb ;  and  yet 
many  a  man  at  the  seaside,  when  inclined  to 
"  have  a  turn  at  the  whiting,"  without  taking  the 
slightest  trouble  about  the  matter  himself,  simply 
tells  any  boatman  whom  chance  throws  in  his  way 
to  have  "  hooks,  and  lines,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing  "'  ready,  an  order  which  the  man  executes  by 
looking  out  some  rusty  old  tackle  kept  for  summer 
visitors — "  they  don't  know  no  better  " — which  he 
tells  him  are  "  all  right."  He,  taking  for  granted 
that  the  boatman's  tackle  must  be  "'the  correct 
thing,"  goes  out,  perhaps  never  looks  at  the  hooks, 
which  are  baited  for  him  by  the  boatman,  and 
comes  back  vnth  two  or  three  deluded  flatfish  and 
possibly  a  conger  of  a  couple  of  pounds,  all  that  he 
has  to  show  for  several  hours'  work,  and  ten  or 
fifteen  shillings  that  the  boat  has  cost  him.  Of 
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(-■ourse  he  attributes  his  want  of  success  to  wind, 
or  tide,  or  absence  of  fish,  never  dreaming  that  his 
own  carelessness  has  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Sea-Fishinc — Use  Fine  Tackle. 
As  a  practical  proof  of  the  advantage  which  fine 
tackle  has  over  coarse  at  this  work,  the  following 
striking  instance  will  sufi&ce  :  I  was  out  with  a 
brother  of  mine  and  a  boatman  who  had  been  all 
his  life  used  to  the  place  and  fishing,  being  indeed 
a  fisherman  by  trade.  He  used  his  own  coarse 
tackle,  whilst  my  brother  and  I  fished  with  our 
own—good  hooks  whipped  on  gut,  and  with  lines, 
"  chopsticks,"  etc.,  fine  in  proportion.  The  result 
was  that  we  caught  some  four  or  five  dozen  good 
pout,  etc.,  between  us,  while  the  boatman  did  not 
succeed  in  catching  one  single  fish  of  any  sort  or 
kind.  And  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  his  time 
was  taken  up  with  baiting  our  hooks — -^e  preferred 
doing  that  for  ourselves. 

There  is  perhaps  no  better  form  of  tackle  for 
general  use  in  sea-fishing*  than  that  commonly 
adopted  of  two  "  chopsticks "  fastened  at  right 
angles,  or  nearly  so,  to  each  other,  and  having  the 
plummet  aflixed  to  them  at  the  point  of  junction. 
They  should  be  about  eight  or  nine  inches  long, 
the  best  material  for  them  being  perhaps  whale- 
bone, or  really  good  tough  wood,  such  as  hickory. 
Stout  brass  wire,  however,  answers  the  purpose 
very  fairly.  This  may  be  run  through  the  upper 
part  of  the  plummet,  and  the  two  ends,  after 
giving  each  a  half-turn  round  it,  bent  at  right 
angles  to  each  other.  The  object  of  having  the 
chopsticks  set  at  an  angle  instead  of  in  a  straight 
line  is  to  make  them  hang  steadily  when  the  tide 
is  running.  They  would  otherwise  be  apt  to  turn 
round.  When  trying  for  heavy  fish— hake,  for 
instance— with  a  large  bait,  it  is  better  to  dispense 
with  chopsticks  altogether  and  use  a  single  hook. 
At  the  end  of  each  of  the  chopsticks  should  be  a 
loop,  between  which  and  the  hook  should  be  about 
a  foot  of  good  gut.  In  principle,  of  course,  the 
longer  this  gut  is  the  better  ;  but  in  practice  it  will 
be  found  that  if  it  is  much  longer  than  this,  it  is 
apt  to  get  in  the  way — the  hooks  becoming  en- 
tangled with  each  other  and  the  chopsticks.  Any 
one  who  does  not  mind  the  additional  expense  will 
find  his  comfort  much  promoted  by  the  use  of 
plaited  lines  instead  of  the  twisted  ones,  which  are 
usually  sold  for  the  purpose,  they  being  (at  first 
jiarticularly)  abominably  addicted  to  kinking,  a 
liabit  of  which  it  re(i[uires  a  good  deal  of  time  and 
trouble  to  cure  them. 

On  some  parts  of  the  south  'coast,  particularly 
wheu  fishing  for  whiting-pollack  (whiting-cole,  as 
they  are  there  generally  called),  they  employ, 
besides  their  hand-lines,  one  which  they  call  a 
•'  Tell-tale  "  or  "  Dodger."  This  consists  of  a  long 
hair-line  with  gut  next  the  hook,  lightly  leaded, 
and  floated  off  astern  of  the  boat  by  a  large  float  or 
bung.  On  this  they  catch  the  best  fish,  and  not 
unfrequently  a  mackerel. 

The  principal  baits  used  for  sea  fishing  along 
the  coast  of  England  are  the  lug- worm  (generally 
called  "lug"),  shrimps,  hermit-crabs  (in  the  south 
called  "gansers"t),  cockles,  mussels,  and  pieces 
of  fish,  principally  whiting  and  herring.  These 
baits  I  have  arranged  according  to  the  estimation 
in  which  I  think  they  are  generally  held,  regard 
being  also  had  to  the  comparative  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing them,  which,  of  course,  differs  on  different 
parts  of  the  coast.  Pish,  as  bait,  stand  somewhat 
apart  from  the  others,  as  they  are  generally  only 
used  when  others  fail,  though  they  occasionally 
answer  extremely  well,  herrings  especially. 

In  Scotland  the  baits  used,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation extends,  are  more  limited,  as  they  seem  to 
discard  the  use  of  lug,  at  least  along  the  west 
coast,  and  to  rely  almost  exclusively  on  mussels 
and  cockles,  the  former  being  decidedly  preferred. 
Pieces  of  herring,  whiting,  and  the  power-cod  are 
however  much  depended  on,  especially  herring, 
than  which  it  is  indeed  perhaps  impossible  to  find 
a  better  bait.  The  worst  of  mussels  is  that  they 
are  so  difficult  to  bait  with  and  so  easily  pulled  off 
the  hooks.  This  is,  to  some  extent,  obviated  by 
par-boiling  them,  but  imfortunately  the  fish 
decidedly  prefer  them  a?/  natnrcl.  In  baiting  with 
mussels,  the  hook  should  always  be  first  run 
through  a  small  dark  heart-shaped  substance, 
popularly  called  the  "tongue,"  as  the  toughest 

*  Sea-fishing  witli  rods  is  now  becoming  more  general  than 
booT-^ED  '"^^  '>'fitten— thanks  greatly  to  .lohii  Bickerdyke's 
f  Qil.  from  rnmer  ? 


part.  It  will  be  foimd  near  that  part  of  the  fish 
with  which  it  adheres  to  the  rocks. 

Where  cuddies  (the  young  of  the  saithe  or  coal- 
fish)  abound,  it  is  almost  hopeless  to  attempt 
fishing  with  mussels,  for  the  moment  the  bait  is 
down  it  is  nibbled  off  by  them,  while  they  them- 
selves, from  their  small  size  (generally  from  four  to 
six  inches  in  length),  manage  to  escape  the  hook. 
Sea  Fly-Fishing. 

The  best  way  of  having  your  revenge  on  them  is 
with  a  small  white  fly  made  of  a  piece  of  goose's 
or  gull's  feather,  which  may  be  tied  in  the  simplest 
manner,  merely  taking  care  to  allow  a  piece  of 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length  to  project 
beyond  the  hook.  With  flies  thus  made  and  set 
up  ua  the  following  way  almost  any  number  may 
be  taken : — You  should  use  a  stout  rod  and  line 
(which  must  be  on  a  reel),  with  a  strong  gut  collar 
(casting-line)  a  little  longer  than  the  rod.  To  this 
collar  you  may  attach,  by  pieces  of  gut  three  or 
four  inches  long,  as  many  flies  as  there  is  con- 
veniently room  for.  Eight  or  ten  is  a  common 
number,  but  this  may  be  doubled.  Between  the 
line  and  the  collar  it  will  be  found  very  useful  to 
have  a  swi-s-el,  and  also  above  the  tail-fly  a  weight, 
which  may  be  a  length  of  about  a  dozen  shot,  like 
those  recommended  for  spinning.  When  thus 
ready  for  a  start  you  should,  with  the  point  of 
your  rod  slanted  down  into  the  water  (more  or  less 
according  to  its  depth),  and  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
yards  of  line  out,  be  rowed  over  the  most  likely 
parts  of  it.  You  will  probably,  though  tempted  to 
do  so  at  first,  find  it  a  loss  of  time  to  pull  up  as 
soon  as  you  feel  you  have  a  fish  on,  but  prefer 
waiting  imtil  the  strain  on  the  rod  tells  you  that 
you  have  enough  to  make  it  worth  while.  Then, 
raising  the  point  of  it,  up  they  will  come  in  a 
string,  perhaps  from  half  a  dozen  to  nearly  three 
times  that  number.  I  believe  I  may  say  I  have 
seen  each  of  sixteen  hooks  on  a  line  garnished  with 
a  fish  at  the  same  time,  and  I  have  myself  brought 
up  two  on  one  hook.  While  at  anchor  I  have, 
merely  with  a  single  joint  of  a  rod,  or  a  walking- 
stick,  with  two  or  three  flies  attached  to  it,  caught 
scores  of  these  little  fellows  by  simply  moving  it 
backwards  and  forwards  under  water.  With  a 
hoop-net,  like  a  iTiinnow-net  on  a  large  scale,  great 
numbers  can  be  caught  off  the  stern  of  a  vessel  at 
anchor,  if  they  have  been  previously  attracted  to 
the  spot  by  baiting  it  freely. 

Were  the  sport,  whUst  fishing  with  the  fly  in  the 
way  last  described,  confined  to  cuddies,  it  might  be 
considered  somewhat  tame,  but  this  is  by  no  means 
the  case,  as  in  addition  to  these  you  catch  very 
many  larger  fish,  principally  lythe  (whiting-pollack) 
which  sometimes  run  up  to  121b.  weight  or  more, 
stenlocks  (second  growth  of  the  coalfish)  and  cod- 
Imgs,  with  now  and  then,  though  rarely,  a  mackerel. 
A  day's  fishing  of  this  kind  therefore  often  yields 
not  only  a  numerous  score  but  a  very  respectable 
one  in  point  of  weight  and  variety. 

Sea  Fly  Fishinc; — Saithe. 

Saithe  (the  full  grown  coalfish),  which  run  up  to 
a  very  large  size — I  have  heard  as  much  as  2.51b. 
or  301b.- — are  occasionally  caught  in  this  way. 
Last  year  (18.58)  I  was  trailing  whilst  running  up  a 
Scotch  loch  under  sail  with  the  wind  when  one  of  my 
flies  was  taken  by  a  large  fish,  which  naturally  ran 
off'  in  an  opposite  direction  to  the  boat.  The  sail 
being  boomed  out,  before  we  could  bring  her  round, 
he  had  run  out  the  whole  of  my  Ime,  and  apparently 
without  an  effort  carried  away  casting-line  and 
flies.  This  was  probably  a  saithe,  and  his  weight 
could  not  have  been  much,  if  at  all,  under  151b., 
while  it  might  have  been  double  that. 

The  weight,  the  use  of  which  I  have  recommended 
next  the  tail  fly,  will  be  found  advantageous,  as  it 
not  only  displays  the  flies  to  greater  advantage,  but 
keeps  them  nearer  the  bottom  where  the  heavier 
fish  lie,  while  it  enables  you  to  keep  the  point  of 
your  rod  much  nearer  the  surface  of  the  water, 
if  not  altogether  clear  of  it.  Care  is,  however, 
required  when  it  is  used,  as  the  lythe  when  hooked 
immediately  run  into  the  seaweed  if  they  can,  and 
thus  often  not  only  get  off  themselves  but  cause 
serious  damage  to  your  tackle,  which,  for  this 
reason,  should  be  of  extra  strength.  The  swivel 
next  the  line  will  prevent  the  casting-line  from 
becoming  twisted,  which  will  otherwise  be  invari- 
ably found  to  occur  when  fish  are  not  taken  in 
immediately,  but  pulled  along  for  any  time  after 
the  boat.  To  make  the  tackle  perfect  there  should 
be  a  small  swivel  between  each  fly  and  the  casting- 
line. 


It  should  be  a  standing  rule  never  to  go  out  sea 
fishing  without  a  gaff.  If  you  also  take  with  you 
a  full  sized  landing-net  so  much  the  better.  You 
can  never  tell  what  you  may  come  across,  and  the 
gaff  niay  save  you  many  a  big  fish,  while  the  landing- 
net  will  be  found  a  great  assistance  m  enabling  you 
to  secure  good  ones. 

(To  he  continued.) 


"NO  FISHING  ALLOWED." 


We  should  have  walked  on  with  a  casual  glance 
at  the  little  stream,  and  perhaps  a  vague  idea  that 
it  might  hold  a  trout  or  two,  had  not  those 
mystic  words  caught  our  eye  and  demanded  our 
investigation. 

"  No  fishing  allowed,"  we  read  the  notice  slowly 
and  with  great  deliberation;  "now  this  must  be 
looked  into,  this  is  a  discovery."  A  growl  from 
our  unbeliever  showed  us  he  was  far  from  pleased 
—it  was  not  the  first  time  we  had  interrupted  our 
steady  four  miles  an  hour  to  prospect  about  for 
possible  sport.  "  If  you  consider  every  way- 
side ditch  must  be  looked  into,  and  regard  every 
board  prohibiting  angling  as  a  'discovery,'  then 
this  walking  tour  will  not  be  a  success,"  said  he. 
"  Well,  you  go  on  ahead  and  wait  at  the  next 
village,  perhaps  you'll  find  somewhere  to  'look 
into '  there,"  we  told  him,  and  he  went  on  in  some 
dudgeon.  We  were  in  a  high-banked  Sussex  lane 
in  a  wide  valley  between  the  downs,  behind  us  the 
green  tree-decked  weald,  before  us  the  tall  white 
cliffs  and  the  open  sea,  on  either  side  grass-land 
studded  with  grazing  cattle  black  and  long-horned, 
descendants  of  the  Saxon  breed  that  ploughed  in 
earlier  days,  and  even  now  are  to  be  often  seen 
serving  their  old-tune  purpose. 

"How  beautiful  is  all  this,"  I  said,  surveying 
the  scene  with  entire  satisfaction,  "  everywhere 
Nature  as  she  was,  unsullied  by  the  hand  of  man." 
"  These  downs,"  I  continued  musingly,  "  as  they 
were,  so  they  are — the  soft  green  of  their  roimded 
beauty  blending  with  the  deep  blue  of  the  summer 
sky  in  one  long — — " 

"Yes,  I  daresay  you're  right;  but  how  about 
this  fishing  '?  "  broke  in  my  prosaic  friend — he  is  of 
the  earth,  earthy — so  I  stepped  down  from  the 
clouds  again  and  joined  him. 

"  Surely  those  are  reeds,"  he  called  from  tJic 
bank  he  had  climbed.  I  started  to  clamber  up. 
"  They  are  reeds,"  he  shouted,  "  come  on." 

This  was  not  easy,  as  we  soon  found,  for  between 
us  and  the  water  was  a  dyke,  too  broad  to  jump, 
too  deep  to  wade ;  there  was  a  wooden  fence  for 
keeping  the  cattle  to  their  proper  fields  stretched 
across  it,  however,  and  over  this  we  made  perilous 
passage;  the  rest  was  nothing — only  a  gate  to 
climb,  a  hedge  to  scramble  through — and  we  were 
there,  and  had  discovered  what  has  since  proved  to 
be  an  Angling  El  dorado.  Stretched  before  us,  and 
bordered  by  dense  banks  of  high  rushes,  lay  a  river 
— or  what  was  once  a  river — a  curious  piece  of 
water  this,  having  no  inflow  or  outflow,  fed  by  a 
tiny  stream  that  kept  it  from  becoming  stagnant. 
A  long  narrow  lake,  averaging  some  thirty  yards 
across,  and — so  we  judged  by  an  impromptu 
plummet  made  of  a  stone  and  some  string  cast 
in  wherever  possible — ten  feet  in  depth ;  one  end 
was  shallow  though,  for  we  put  up  a  Jack  Hern, 
who  sailed  lazily  away,  flapping  his  great  wings 
and  no  doubt  resenting  this  intrusion  of  his  solitude. 
Enquiries  have  since  resulted  in  the  information, 
true  or  otherwise,  at  any  rate  possible,  that  this  was 
part  of  the  river  that  now  flows  a  mile  away,  and 
whose  course,  so  local  tradition  tells,  was  altered 
in  a  single  night  by  a  great  storm  two  hundred 
years  ago. 

My  friend  was  looking  delightedly  at  the  water ; 
"  we  must  try  this  to-morrow,  I  shall  send  for  my 
tackle,"  he  said. 

"  No  fishing  allowed,"  I  reminded  him.  He  did 
not  hear  me,  he  was  peeping  through  the  rushes  ; 
"  and  we  are  on  a  walking  tour,"  I  continued. 

"  There  must  be  jack  here,"  he  cried,  "  I'm 
sure  I  saw  one  move." 

"  We  have  done  eighteen  miles  to-day,  to-morrow 
we  will  do  twenty-five,"  I  went  on. 

"  Do  keep  quiet — there's  one  feeding,  look  !  " 

"  Where  ?  "  I  asked  eagerly,  getting  down  on  my 
hands  and  knees  as  he  had  done,  and  forgetting  all 
else  but  fishmg.  "  Where  '?  Yes,  yes,  I  see  it— a 
good  fish,  too."    My  friend  rose  to  "his  feet. 

"  Are  you  ready?  "  he  said.  "  We  must  hurry 
on  and  see  about  our  tackle — besides,"  he  added. 
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conscience  beginning  to  reawaken,  "  Edward  is 
waiting  for  us,  and  there  is  his  walking  tour  to  be 
thought  of." 

We  both  had  misgivings  as  to  the  views  and 
probable  objections  of  our  non-angling  friend — we 
were  rather  anxious  to  hear  his  opinion.  Fate, 
however,  helped  us,  for  when,  after  a  lovely  walk 
across  the  flower-strewn  fields  and  down  leafy  lanes, 
we  arrived  at  the  village  there  was  Edward,  the 
centre  of  an  interested  crowd,  busily  sketching  the 
King's  Head,  an  old  inn  of  great  outward  charm 
and  inward  cheer. 

"  Hallo,  you  fellows !  there's  ever  so  much 
painting  for  me  to  do  here,"  he  cried;  "we  must 
stop  a  week  at  least." 

"  Oh  !  "  we  said,  trying  to  throw  a  world  of  self- 
denial  into  our  tone — all  our  misgivings  vanished, 
it  was  he  that  should  persuade  us  now  and  not  we 
him,  "  must  we  ?  " 

"Look  here!  I  can  get  at  least  three  good 
pictures  out  of  this  village,  and  it's  a  beautiful 
place  for  you  two  to  roam  about  in."  He  seemed 
anxious,  but  we  only  stared  blankly  and  gave  him 
no  encouragement — the  silence  grew  oppresive  ;  he 
was  obviously  casting  about  for  some  better  reason 
for  keeping  us.  Suddenly  in  a  flash  of  wisdom  it 
came  to  him.  "  Why,"  he  said,  "  perhaps  you  can 
find  some  fishing." 

We  smiled,  admitted  this  was  just  possible, 
further  informed  htm  that  we  had  found  some,  and 
went  off  at  once  to  wire  for  the  tackle. 

Later  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  the  sanded 
parlour  of  the  inn  filled  up  with  such  good  honest 
company  as  one  finds  in  quiet  country  places — not 
too  communicative,  having  something  of  the  "  He's 
a  stranger,  heave  a  brick  at  liiin"  manner  at  first, 
but  friendly  enough  when  once  you  have  won  their 
confidence. 

"  Oh !  you  means  the  Old  Eiver,"  said  one,  in 
answer  to  a  question  about  the  lake.  "  Ah,  I 
knows  it  well." 

"  And  is  fishing  allowed  there  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Yes,"  was  the  satisfactory  reply,  accompanied 
as  I  noticed,  however,  by  a  shrewd  look  and  just 
the  shade  of  a  smile.  Somehow  that  "  Yes  "  did 
not  seem  quite  convincing ;  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure  I  repeated  my  question,  "Is  it 
allowed  ?  "  I  said. 

"  Yes,"  came  the  reply — the  smile  was  now  a 
grin.  "  If  they  don't  see  yer,"  and  with  this  not 
too  reassuring  information  we  had  to  be  satisfied. 

Next  morning  we  were  up  betimes,  and  the  tackle 
arriving  safely  by  an  early  train  we  made  our 
apologies  to  our  unbeliever — he  cannot  be  per- 
suaded to  regard  fishing  either  as  an  art  or 
craft — left  him  to  paint  his  "  study  of  a  head  " 
— "The  King's  Head" — gathered  up  our  various 
impedimenta,  and  started  for  the  Old  Eiver.  It 
had  a  most  inviting  appearance  as  it  lay  spark- 
ling in  the  morning  sun,  rippling  in  the  summer 
breeze,  but  it  was  difficult  of  approach,  there  were 
rushes  everywhere  ;  searching  about  on  either  bank 
for  a  good  piece  of  open  water  we  came  upon  a 
landing  stage  ;  this  was  cheering,  my  optimistic 
friend  was  delighted.  "  Where  there  are  landing 
stages  there  are  boats,"  said  he.  He  was  right, 
there  was  a  boat,  one,  however,  that  might  have 
been  built  by  Eobinson  Crusoe  himself — so  large, 
roomy,  heavy,  and  safe  was  it ;  to-day,  alas  !  it  was 
water-logged.  Bailing  was  impossible ;  we  had 
only  the  cup  of  my  flask,  and  though  that  serves 
its  purpose  well  enough  on  occasion,  it  is  no  sort 
of  use  as  a  bailer,  so  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
put  the  rods  together  and  settle  down  to  fish  from 
the  stage.  The  fu-st  thing  was  to  catch  a  few  bait 
for  jack  ;  this  proved  quite  an  easy  matter — indeed, 
the  water  seemed  alive  with  small  fish,  and  we  soon 
had  a  dozen  or  more  in  the  net.  In  all  the  roach 
fishmg  I  have  ever  done  I  have  never  seen  them 
bite  as  they  do  in  the  Old  Eiver — no  mere  quivering 
of  the  float  noticeable  only  to  the  practised  eye, 
but  under  and  away  at  once ;  you  strike  or 
not,  as  you  please,  the  fish  is  on  every  time. 
This  is  the  place  to  take  a  wavering  beginner, 
one  to  whom  the  real  charm  of  dilficult  fishing  has 
not  yet  come,  who  is  still  uncertain  as  to  whether 
"he  likes  it  or  not,"  whose  attention  is  found 
to  easily  wander,  who  would  just  as  soon  "  go 
for  a  walk" — I  should  like  to  take  such  a  one  to  the 
Old  Eiver  and  put  him  to  catch  roach,  I  warrant  a 
day  there  would  make  him  a  disciple.  Well,  we 
had  caught  our  bait  and  now  settled  in  to  the 
serious  business  of  the  day.  We  both  cast  right 
across  to  within  a  yard  of  the  rushes — it  was  hardly 
pike  weather,  but  then  the  whole  thing  was  an  ex- 


periment ;  from  the  way  in  which  the  baits  worked 
back  towards  us  it  seemed  probable  a  fish  was  there 
though  he  showed  no  sign.  An  hour  or  so  passed 
and  as  sport  was  ruling  slow  I  fitted  up  a  light  rod 
baited  with  worm  and  threw  in  close  to  the  stern 
of  the  sunken  boat ;  for  a  while  nothing  happened, 
then  there  was  a  gradual  movement  of  the  float  a 
foot  to  the  left,  back  again  and  a  foot  to  the  right, 
then  very  slowly  under — a  smart  strike,  the  tighten- 
ing of  the  line,  the  feel  of  a  good  fish,  and  then, 
alas  1  a  break  away. 

"  What  was  it  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Tench,"  said  my  friend,  "  have  a  larger  hook, 
a  No.  6  ";  this  was  soon  done,  and  putting  on  another 
lob  I  tried  the  same  spot  again. 

This  small  excitement  had  taken  om:  attention 
off  the  jack  lines  ;  I  glanced  across,  mine  was  there 
but  his  I  could  not  see. 

"  Your  float,  where's  your  float  ?  "  he  had  noticed 
it  at  the  same  moment ;  almost  as  I  spoke  he  struck, 
after  that  until  it  was  all  over  I  did  not  know  much 
more ;  even  now  looking  back  at  it  what  really 
happened  is  hazj^. 

"  It's  a  monster,"  he  said,  speaking  with  the 
calm  of  great  excitement,  "  a  monster." 

The  winch  on  my  tench  rod  went  round,  I  hooked 
and  hauled  out  a  2-pounder ;  there  was  no  skill,  no 
play,  I  just  dragged  it  out — my  first  tench  but  I 
hardly  looked  at  it,  I  was  watching  the  big  pike  ; 
never  have  I  seen  a  line  cut  the  water  as  that  did, 
it  made  a  distinct  sound  ;  hedged  in  on  either  side 
by  the  dense  reeds  having  only  a  perilous  footing  on 
the  old  stage,  everything  was  in  favour  of  the 
fish,  but  we  hoped  on  almost  against  hope.  Oh  ! 
for  the  boat  —  there  it  lay  mocking  us  it 
seemed.  I  have  an  idea  that  I  made  wild  attempts 
to  bail  with  the  cup,  then  with  my  straw  hat,  then 
with  a  creel — useless,  all  useless,  the  water  ran  back 
again  ;  the  fish  so  far  kept  well  away  from  our  side, 
ruiming  up  and  down  in  mid-stream  doing  as  it 
liked,  doubling  back  and  slacking  the  line  faster 
than  we  could  gather  in,  then  heading  off  again, 
making  the  winch  sing  and  rap,  unnoticed,  my 
friend's  knuckles  with  its  double  handles  ;  all  this 
must  have  lasted  some  ten  minutes,  and  then  the 
end,  or  nearly  the  end,  came ;  suddenly  the  pike 
turned,  and  coming  back  a  little  towards  us  swam 
slowly,  irresistibly  into  the  weeds  on  our  side  ;  then 
my  friend  spoke.  "  We  must  have  that  boat,"  said 
he  ;  "  is  there  no  way  ?  "  I  tried  the  bailing  again  ; 
no  use,  I  even  got  in,  it  sank  under  me  ;  wet 
through  I  regained  the  stage  ;  I  tried  to  walk  out 
treading  the  rushes ;  no  good ;  the  water  was  six 
feet  or  more  ;  why  I  was  not  drowned  that  day  is  a 
mystery ;  certainly  he  was  too  excited  to  have 
saved  me  ;  I  threw  big  stones  ;  two  fields  away  was 
a  sheep  pen ;  I  rushed  across,  pulled  up  a  big 
hurdle,  ran,  walked,  tumbled,  got  back  somehow, 
and  launched  it  towards  the  rushes  ;  something  hit 
me  hard  in  the  back — I  had  forgotten  that  hurdles 
had  long  legs — I  fell  into  the  mud  and  water, 
scrambled  u^j  unheeding  the  pain,  looked  hastily  at 
my  friend,  saw  him  give  the  butt  hard  in  a  last 
attempt  to  move  the  fish,  then  the  line  came 
slack,  and  I  knew  it  was  all  over.  For  quite  five 
minutes  we  stood  silent,  done,  looking  at  the  rod, 
the  river,  each  other ;  blankly,  dismally — it  was 
the  reaction  ;  at  last,  "  Where's  your  flask  ?  "  We 
found  it  lying  in  the  boat,  where  it  had  fallen 
during  the  efforts  at  bailing.  "  If  there  is  any  left 
that  we  don't  want  I  think  I  should  like  you  to  rub 
my  back  with  it,"  I  said.  He  had  not  seen  any- 
thing, and  was  unconscious  of  the  hurdle  even,  but 
he  was  glad  of  something  to  take  his  mind  off  the 
fish.  "  We  won't  talk  about  it  just  yet,  please,"  he 
said ;  and  indeed,  even  now,  years  afterwards,  the 
old  excitement  returns  when  we  tell  the  story  over 
again. 

It  was  an  hour  or  so  before  we  could  settle  down 
to  fishing,  and  we  were  still  shaky — he  continually 
asked  me  not  to  speak  of  it  to  him,  and  I  promised  ; 
but  it  cropped  up  in  every  other  sentence  somehow. 
My  tench  rod  was  untouched — indeed,  the  noise 
must  have  driven  them  away,  but  the  one  I  had 
caught  was  a  beauty.  We  were  both  admiring  him 
as  he  lay  on  the  bank,  when  a  voice,  pleasant 
and  cheery,  said,  "  Put  back  the  little  'uns,  if  you 
get  any."  We  looked  up.  A  tall,  square-built 
man  in  grey  tweed  was  leaning  on  a  gim  smiling  at 
us.  "  I  s'pose  you  didn't  see  the  board,  '  No  fishing 
allowed  '  ?  "  he  said.  "  However,  I  don't  mind,  if 
you  don't  kill  the  small  'uns."  My  poor  friend 
did  not  grasp  at  all  who  it  was.  "  Small  'uns,"  he 
began  in  unconscious  imitation,  "  why,  I've  just 
lost  the  biggest  pike  that  ever  was  or  will  be," 


"  Oh !  you've  lost  it,  too,"  said  the  tall  man 
sympathetically.  "  Well,  so  have  I,  so  have  lots 
of  others.  Someone'U  get  it  some  day,  I  s'])Ose, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  one  of  the  right  sort  that 
does.  If  anyone,"  lie  went  on  solenmly,  "  was  to 
catch  that  pike  and  not  have  it  set  up,  I'd  never 
let  another  soul  fish  in  this  water  as  long  as  I 
lived,  and  that's  the  truth."  "  Well,  if  I  catch  it, 
I'll  put  it  in  the  grandest  case  that  ever  fish  went 
into  yet,"  said  my  friend  excitedly,  and  then  it 
suddenly  occurred  to  him,  as  it  had  already 
occurred  to  mo,  tliat  this  was  the  owner  of  the 
board.  We  put  it  to  him  somewhat  nervously. 
"  Yes,  it's  my  board  and  my  river,"  he  said, 
"  and  these  are  my  fields,  and  that  " — pointing 
to  a  fine  old  farmhouse  that  lay  nestling  in 
a  sheltered  nook  beneath  the  downs — "  is  my 
home,  and  if  you'll  join  me  at  dinner  when 
you've  done  fishing  you're  very  welcome."  "  .Toin 
you  when  we've  done  fishing,"  I  echoed.  "  Then 
you  don't  mind  our  fishing'?"  "It's  not  them 
that's  fond  of  it  I  want  to  stop,  it's  the  lads  that 
comes  here  and  kills  everything  '  for  a  fry,'  that's 
what  I  won't  have.  You  can  fish  here  whenever 
you  like,  and  glad  to  see  you,  only,"  he  smiled, 
"  please  put  back  the  small  'uns."  It  is  years  ago 
now,  and  we  have  been  often  in  the  old  boat — most 
unmanageable,  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  na\'iga- 
tion,  but  comfortable  and  endeared  to  us  by  many, 
many  happy  hours  in  winter,  summer,  sunshine 
and  shower.  The  Old  Eiver — what  memories  cling 
to  it !  Here  we  had  that  record  day  with  the 
roach — what  was  it,  three  hundred?  There  we 
were  nearly  shipwrecked — all  but  floundered  with 
all  hands  in  a  sudden  storin.  Here  we  caught 
tench  till  we  were  well-nigh  wearied  out.  There 
we — but  the  memories  are  limitless.  Oh !  they 
are  days  to  remember,  those  days  in  the  old  boat, 
to  talk  of  the  long  winter  evenings  and  dream  of 
the  long  winter  nights.  And  the  pike,  that  mighty 
fish  ?  Well,  he  is  still  there,  but  our  genial  friend 
is  ever  hoping  that  some  day  one  of  us — "  One  of 
the  right  sort,"  he  is  kind  enough  to  say — will  get 
him  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  one  who  hooked 
and  lost  him  on  our  first  day's  fishing  in  the  Old 
Eiver.  Eoberi  Stanley. 


SOME  PECULIAEITIES  IN 
BITING. 


Many  anglers  will  not  believe  that  roach  can  take 
in  gentles,  stewed  wheat,  paste,  and  wasp  grubs 
without  the  float  indicating  a  bite.  In  certain 
circumstances  roach  can  take  in  the  baits  mentioned 
and  blow  them  out  again  without  the  angler  being 
any  the  wiser.  Suppose  I  am  fishing  in  still  water 
where  there  is  not  the  least  movement  of  the  float, 
the  lowest  shot  two  feet  from  the  hook,  and  the 
bait  resting  on  the  ground ;  a  large  roach  comes 
sailing  along,  sees  the  bait,  and  in  the  most  quiet 
and  deliberate  manner  he  places  himself,  say  at 
an  angle  of  seventy  degrees,  over  it,  with  his  tail 
uppermost.  He  approaches  close  to  the  bait  M'ith 
his  mouth,  and  with  one  inspiration  he  takes  in  the 
grub,  paste,  etc.,  as  the  case  may  be  with  a  quantity 
of  water.  In  case  of  swallowing  the  bait  the  roach 
ejects  the  water  through  the  gills  in  the  ordinary 
way.  If  the  roach  does  not  care  for  the  bait,  or 
finds  it  attached  to  something,  the  water  and  the 
bait  are  blown  out,  but  in  spite  of  this,  with  the 
exception  of  raising  himself — that  is,  backing 
upwards  towards  the  surface — he  does  not  alter 
his  position  very  much.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
even  to  a  small  fish  that  means  business  a  well- 
shotted  float  offers  comparatively  little  resistance. 
Even  minnows  will  make  a  good-sized  quill  bob  up 
and  down  in  the  most  erratic  manner,  frequently' 
makmg  the  expectant  beginner  believe  that  other 
fish  are  attacking  the  bait.  I  have  seen  anglers 
disgusted  at  being  thus  taken  in  when  fishing  both 
in  the  Lea  and  Mole. 

This  small  fish  will  do  when  they  mean  business, 
and  such  is  the  difference  in  which  various  fish  take 
different  baits  that  large  roach  will  often  perform 
the  operation  described  above  in  such  a  marvellously 
gentle  manner  when  they  mean  business  that  the 
lowest  shot  is  not  disturbed  ;  consequently  the  float 
remains  as  it  was.  On  account  of  the  roach  thus 
elevating  its  body  there  is  on  the  shot  some  slack 
gut,  so  there  is  no  pressure,  or  at  any  rate  not  enough 
to  disturb  the  float,  but  if  the  roach  continued  its 
upward  progress,  until  it  began  to  pull  the  bottom 
shot  towards  the  surface,  the  float  would  fall  flat  on 
the  water,  in  a  similar  way  when  bream  bite  in  this 
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peculiar  manner,  and  if  the  angler  struck  he  might 
or  might  not  catch  his  fish.    When  roach  have 
been  acting  in  the  manner  described,  I  could  not 
detect  the  least  movement  of  the  float ;  at  any  rate, 
when  in  the  act  of  pulling  up  to  throw  in  afresh  I 
ha^•e  frequently  hooked  a  roach,  and  you  may  take 
my  word  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  indication 
of  a  bite.    Why  has  this  occurred  ?    Because  in 
pulling  up  I  happened  to  hook  the  fish  the  moment 
before  the  bait  was  blown  out.    I  just  pulled  up  in 
time.    Had  I  pulled  up  a  second  later  I  should 
have  been  too  late.    Thus  are  many  fish  lost  with- 
out anglers  knowing  why.    If  roach  can  do  this  in 
still  waters,  how  much  easier  must  it  be  in  a  stream. 
Now  when  fishing  in  a  stream  for  roach  travelling 
at  the  rate  of  about  two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour 
with  the  float  held  still,  its  nose  standing  out  of 
the  water  like  a  snag,  and  the  two  lowest  shots 
resting  on  the  ground,  many  anglers  have  the 
bait  as  much  as  eighteen  inches  and  in  some  cases 
even  t\yo  feet  from  the  lowest  shot,  instead  of 
twelve  inches,  thus  giving  every  opportimity  for 
roach,   and   especially   aldermanic   and  cunning 
roach,  to  annex  the  insides  of  gentles  and  help 
themselves  to  wasp  grubs  without  being  caught; 
for  a  roach,  on  taking  the  bait,  is  not  obliged  to 
head  dovm  stream— it  has  a  space   of  eighteen 
inches  to  work  about  the  lowest  shot ;  and  I  have 
frequently  caught  them  when  going  ofif  sideways 
with  the  float,  and  it  has  not  only  the  opportunity 
of  taking  the  bait  up  stream  without  the  lowest 
shot  being  disturbed,  but  of  making  a  considerable 
circuit  below  it.    It  is  this  scope  and  play  allowed 
to  the  bait  that  many  anglers  swear  by  that  gives 
the  roach  its  opportimity,  and  depend  upon  it 
many  bites  are  never  noticed  by  even  men  of  the 
strongest  sight. 

Let  a  novice  who  feels  inclined  to  doubt  what  I 
say  ask  a  friend  to  press  a  seven-inch  quill  float 
with  its  nose  just  above  an  ordinary  table  with 
a  gut  tackle  sufficiently  long  for  two  shots  to 
rest  on  the  floor,  the  top  of  the  table  representing 
the  surface  of  the  water  and  the  floor  the  bed  of  the 
river,  with  the  hook  two  feet  or  even  eighteen  inches 
below  the  lowest  shot,  and  while  his  friend  holds 
the  float  in  its  place,  he  will  be  surprised  at  the 
various  positions  to  which  the  hook  can  be  shifted 
without  moving  the  shot  nearest  the  hook.  I  have 
often  thought  that  roach  in  time  get  to  know  what 
liberties  they  can  take  in  certain  swims  continually 
fished  in  this  style.  I  have  an  idea  that  old  and 
cunning  roach  especially  become  suspicious  of  what 
is  going  on,  and  defy  all  attempts  of  fishermen  to 
catch  them.  After  all  is  said  and  done,  the  great 
art  is  not  to  have  the  bait  so  far  from  the  hook  to 
give  roach  too  much  liberty  of  action,  nor  too 
close  to  make  them  eject  the  bait  the  instant  they 
feel  the  resistance  of  the  tackle  or  weight. 

"  Old  Angler." 


FISHING  FEOG,  OR  ANGLER. 

_Deae  Sie, — I  am  sending  you  a  local  paper  con- 
taining particulars  of  a  fishing  frog  or  "  angler  "  I 
had  last  week,  which  I  sent  to  the  British  Museum 
(Natural  History).  Herewith  I  also  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  from  them  this  morning. 
I  thought,  perhaps,  you  would  like  to  give  par- 
ticulars publicly  in  your  valuable  paper. — Yours 
truly.  Isaac  T.  Wilkes. 

63,  Old  Christchurch-road, 

Bournemouth,  Jan.  20. 


British  Museum  (Natural  History), 

Cromwell-road,  London,  S.W., 

Jan.  18,  1902. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  present  of  the  large  fishing  frog  which  reached 
us  this  morning  in  excellent  condition.  It  is  a 
very  fine  specimen,  larger  than  any  we  yet  possess. 
1  am  having  it  preserved  in  spirit. — Yours  faith- 
fully, G.  A.  BOULBNGEE. 


THE  ANGLER  FISH. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  local  fishmongers  can 
exhibit  "wonders  of  the  deep,"  and  this  has  been  the 
case  during  the  week.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
there  was  on  view  in  Ihe  shop  of  Messrs.  Brown  & 
Wilkes,  fishmongers,  of  Old  Ghristchurch-road,Bourne- 
moutb,  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  angler,  fishing  frog, 
or  pocket  tish.  The  fish,  which  was  caught  oft  Plj- 
mouth,  was  four  feet  eight  inches  long  by  three  feet 
ivyo  luohes  wide,  the  niouth  being  lourteen  inches 
wide,  and  the  weight  of  this  very  fine  member  of  the 
finny  tribe  701b.    Frank  Buckland,  in  his  interesting 


book,  "  The  Natural  History  of  British  Fishes,"  gives 
the  measurements  of  the  largest  angler  fish  known  to 
him  as  four  feet  seven  inches  by  two  feet  ten  inches, 
and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  fish  seen  in  Bourne- 
mouth exceeds  those  dimensions.  The  fish  derives  its 
name  from  a  most  wonderful  contrivance  it  has  to 
attract  other  fish  by  means  of  two  long  moveable 
spmes  connected  with  the  top  of  the  head.  The 
mechanism  by  which  this  lure  is  worked  is  most 
interesting;  it  consists  of  a  ring  working  within  a 
ring,  and  this  contrivance  acts  in  a  beautiful  manner. 
The  fish  is  found  in  deep  water,  often  at  a  depth  of 
twenty-seven  to  thirty-seven  fathoms,  and  as  it  moves 
along  the  bottom  stirs  up  the  mud  with  its  fins.  In 
the  muddy  water  the  fish  throws  out  the  spine  with 
bait  attached,  and  the  small  fry  drop  into  the  capacious 
mouth  in  their  endeavour  to  seize  the  alluring  bait. 
This  wonderful  provision  of  nature  is  of  great  service 
to  the  fish,  for  in  the  stomach  of  the  angler  sent  to 
Messrs.  Brown  &  Wilkes  there  were  no  less  than  101b. 
of  fish.  The  angler  has  been  an  object  of  interest  to 
numerous  people,  and  its  unusual  size  prompted  Mr. 
Wilkes  to  forward  it  to  the  British  Museum— Boitrnc- 
moutli  Directory,  Jan.  18.  ' 


The  following  most  interesting  account  of  this 
extraordinary  fish  is  from  Yarrell's  "  British 
Fishes."— Ed.  F.  G. 


ACAyTiiorxEK  ran. 


I'ECTORAL  Fiys  FEKT-IAKE. 


THE  FISHING  FROG.  ANGLER. 
Sea  Devil.    Wide  Gab.  Scotland. 

/.uplnux piscntoi-ius,  LlNN.'EUS.    Bl.oCH,  pt.  iii.  pi.  87. 
>'  !i         CuviKK,  Rogue  Animal,  t.  ii.  p.  251 

t'VV.  et  Vai.enc.  Hist.  Milt,  des  Pciis.s.  t.  \ii 
p.  344. 

>.         Common  Angler,  Penn.  Brit.  Zool.  vol.  iii 
p.  159,  pi.  21. 
Common  Angler,  Don.  Brit.  Fish.  pi.  101. 
,,  Angler,       „      Fi.EM.  Brit.  An.  p.  214,  sp.  147 

,,         O.mmon  Angler,  JENVNS,  Brit.  Vert.  p.  389. 

LdCHius  Generic  Clirt meters.— Uesd,  very  large,  depre.ssed  ; 
iiody,  slender,  smooth,  without  scales  ;  two  dorsal  fins,  separated  ; 
pectoral  fins,  broad  and  thick,  soniew  hat  rcsi  )n).]iii"  ft  et  ■  ventr.al 
Iins,  small,  placed  considerably  lutun-  llic  iin  tnrals '■  teetli, 
ditterinf;  in  size,  numeious,  conical,  ,~li,ir|i,  (  in  \  iii"  b^ickwards  • 
tongue,  broad  ;  branchial  cavities  lurav..  witli  only  a  small 
opening  behind  the  pectoral  tins  ;  branchiostegoiis  rays  6. 

The  Angler,  as  this  fish  is  called  for  reasons  that 
will  be  given  hereafter,  belongs  to  a  small  and  singular 
group  of  fishes,  which  Cuvier  has  designated  Fectorales 
PMicnUes,  from  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the 
pectoral  fins,  by  which  some  of  the  species  can  creep 
on  land  almost  like  little  quadrupeds.  The  ventral 
fins,  palmate  in  form,  are  placed  very  far  forward  on 
the  body ;  and  the  pectorals,  from  their  position, 
perform  the  ofBce  of  hinder  feet.  Some  relation  to 
the  species  of  the  genus  Gallionymus,  last  described, 
particularly  C.  lyra,  will  be  manifest  in  the  very 
flattened  form  of  the  under  surface  of  the  body,  by 
which  they  are  enabled  to  couch  close  to  the  ground, 
in  the  large  branchial  pouches  with  small  apertures' 
and  in  the  elongated  dorsal  filaments. 

This  fish,  which  is  not  uncommon  in  all  the  seas  of 
Europe,  and  was  in  consequence  called  Lojnus 
Europmts  by  Shaw,  has  also  been  called  Frog  and 
Frogtish  from  the  earliest  time,  from  its  resemblance 
to  a  frog  in  the  tadpole  state.  Its  habits  appeared  to 
the  fishermen  of  former  days  so  exact  a  representation 
of  the  art  they  themselves  practised  that  they  by 
common  consent  called  it  the  Fisher.  Aristotle  calls 
it  a  sort  of  Frog,  which  he  says  is  also  called  a  Fisher ; 
and  he  adds,  that  this  fish  owes  its  name  to  the  tact 
and  industry  that  it  exercises  to  procure  food. 

This  fish  has  been  taken  on  tne  coast  of  London- 
derry, Antrim,  Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Cork,  in 
Ireland;  in  England,  on  the  coasts  of  Cornwall, 
Devonshire,  Norfolk,  and  Yorkshire  ;  in  Scotland,  in 
the  Forth,  and  among  the  Northern  Islands.  It  is 
also  named  by  authors  as  common  on  the  shores  of 
the  Baltic  and  Norway. 

In  its  appetite  this  nsh  is  most  voracious ;  and  as  it 
is  not  a  rapid  swimmer,  possessing  but  little  power  in 
its  pectoral  fins,  it  is  supposed  to  be  obliged  to  have 
lecourse  to  art  in  order  to  satisfy  its  appetite.  Upon 
the  head,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  hgure,  are  two  slender, 
elongated  appendages,  the  first  of  them  broad  and 
flattened  towards  the  end,  and  having  at  this  dilated 
part  a  shining  silvery  appearance.    These  elongated 


filaments  are  curiously  articulated  at  the  base  with 
the  upper  surface  of  the  head.  They  have  great 
freedom  of  motion  in  any  direction,  the  first  filament 
more  especially,  produced  by  numerous  muscles 
amounting,  according  to  M.  Bailly,  to  twenty-two' 
The  figure  on  the  left  side  of  the  vignette  beneath 
shows  the  manner  in  which  these  two  elongated 
appendages  are  attached,  as  well  as  the  freedom  of 
action  of  which,  by  the  action  of  various  muscles,  they 
are  capable.  The  first  is  articulated  by  a  process 
resembling  two  links  of  a  chain,  by  which  almost 
universal  motion  is  obtained  ;  the  second  is  more 
limited,  and  appears,  except  as  far  as  flexibility  may 
assist  it,  to  be  only  capable  of  being  brought  forward 
or  backward.* 

These  elongated  shafts  are  formed  of  bone  covered 
by  the  common  skin;  and  as  the  soft  parts  are 
abundantly  supplied  with  nerves,  they  may  also  serve 
the  Angler  as  delicate  organs  of  touch.  The  uses  to 
which  they  are  applied  are  singular.  While  couching 
close  to  the  ground,  the  fish,  by  the  action  of  its 
ventral  and  pectoral  fins,  stirs  up  the  sand  or  mud  • 
hidden  by  the  obscurity  thus  produced,  it  elevates 
these  appendages,  moves  them  in  various  directions 
by  way  of  attraction  as  a  bait,  and  the  small  fishes 
approaching  either  to  examine  or  to  seize  them  imme- 
diately become  the  prey  of  the  fisher. 

Numerous  are  the  writers  who  have  borne  their 
testimony  to  this  habit,  and  some  have  extolled  it  as 
raising  the  intellectual  character  of  this  fish  beyond 
that  of  most  of  its  class.  Half  the 
animal  world  seem  destined  to  destroy 
each  other,  some  by  open  violence, 
others  by  stratagem  ;  and  this  design  in 
the  Angler,  though  singular,  is  not  more 
wonderful  than  that  of  spiders  among 
insects,  who  spin  and  re  pair, their  widely- 
spread  webs  to  catch  other  insects  upon 
which  they  subsist. 

The  Angler  has  been  known  to  measure 
five  feet  in  length,  but  the  most  common 
size  is  about  three  feet.  Mr.  Couch 
says :  "  It  makes  but  little  difference 
what  the  prey  is,  either  in  respect  of 
size  or  quality.  A  fisherman  had  hooked 
a  cod-fish,  and  while  drawing  it  up 
he  felt  a  heavier  weight  attach  itself  to  his  line: 
this  proved  to  be  an  Angler  of  large  size,  which  he 
compelled  to  quit  its  hold  bya  heavy  blow  on  its  head, 
leaving  its  prey  still  attached  to  the  hook.  In  another 
instance,  an  angler  seized  a  conger-eel  that  had  taken 
the  hook ;  but  after  the  latter  had  been  engulfed  in 
the  enormous  jaws— and  perhaps  stomach— it  struggled 
through  the  gill-aperture  of  the  Angler,  and  in  that 
situation  both  were  drawn  up  together.  I  have 
been  told  of  its  swallowing  the  large  ball  of  cork 
employed  as  a  buoy  to  a  bulter,  or  deep-sea  line  ;  and 
the  fact  this  implies  of  its  mounting  to  the  surface  is 
further  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  sailors  and 
fishermen,  who  have  seen  it  floating,  and  taken  it 
with  a  line  at  mid-water.  These  fishes  sometimes 
abound;  and  a  fisherman,  who  informed  me  of  the 
circumstance,  found  seven  of  them  at  one  time  on  the 
deck  of  a  trawl-boat ;  on  expressing  his  surprise  at 
the  number,  he  was  told  that  it  was  not  uncommon 
to  take  a  dozen  at  once." — CoucJi's  MS. 

"  When  this  fish  is  taken  in  a  net,  its  captivity  does 
not  destroy  its  rapacious  appetite,  but  it  generally 


devours  some  of  its  fellow-prisoners,  which  have  been 
taken  from  the  stomach  alive,  especially  flounders. 
It  is  not  so  much  sought  after  for  its  own  flesh,  as  for 
the  fish  generally  to  be  found  in  its  stomach  :  thus, 
though  the  fishermen  reject  the  fish  itself,  they  do  not 
reject  those  that  the  fish  has  collected. 

"A  female  examined  measured  three  feet  three 
inches  :  the  breadth  across  the  body  at  the  pectoral 
fins  fifteen  inches.    Within  the  teeth,  on  the  lower 

*  The  three-part  figure  on  the  right  hand  of  the  vignette  above 
I'epresents  the  heart  of  the  Angler,  from  the  Transactions  of  the 
Koyal  Nocicty.  'I'lie  lower  porfion  is  the  huiu  Ic,  \wfnrv  euteiiii;; 
whicli  the  huge  \ein.s  iniitc.  The  auricle  o]]ciis  iiiti.  Ilic  ,si(le  cTf 
the  middle  i)ortion,  uliicli  is  the  ventricle.  Tlie  npper  jiart  is 
the  branchial  ai'lcry,  dilated,  foi'nting  the  Oulbiis  orlen'vsuK. 
Above  the  bulb  tlie  branchial  artery  divides  to  loini  three,  au(i 
further  division  takes  jihicc  liefore  i.assin-  to  the  branchial 
arclies.  • 
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jaw,  is  a  loose  skin  of  a  brown  colour,  like  the  back  of 
the  fish,  forming  a  sort  of  bag,  which  probably  assists 
in  preventing  the  escape  of  its  smaller  prey.  A  male 
examined  was  three  feet  five  inches  long.  When  this 
fish  was  suspended  by  the  head,  the  contents  of  its 
stomach  were  readily  seen,  and  I  perceived  several 
cuttle-fish.  The  sexes  are  distinctly  marked  by 
external  appendages,  as  in  some  species  of  Baia." — 
Montagu's  MS. 
The  numbers  of  the  fin-rays  are  : — 

D.  III.  12  :  P.  20  :  V.  5  :  A.  8  :  C.  8. 

The  head  is  wide,  depressed :  the  mouth  nearly  as 
wide  as  the  head ;  lower  jaw  the  longest,  bearded  or 
fringed  all  round  the  edge  ;  both  jaws  armed  with 
numerous  teeth  of  different  lengths,  conical,  sharp,  and 
curving  inwards ;  teeth  also  on  the  palatine  bones  and 
tongue  ;  three  elongated  unconnected  filaments  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  head,  two  near  the  upper  lip,  one  at 
the  nape,  all  three  situated  in  a  depression  on  the 
middle  line ;  eyes  large,  irides  brown,  pupil  black ; 
pectoral  fins  broad  and  rounded  at  the  edge,  wide  at  the 
base ;  branchial  pouches  in  part  supported  by  the  six 
branchiostegous  rays.  Body  narrow  compared  with 
the  breadth  of  the  head,  and  tapering  gradually  to  the 
tail ;  vent  about  the  middle  of  the  body  ;  the  whole 
fish  covered  with  a  loose  skin. 

Colour  of  the  whole  upper  surface  of  the  body 
uniform  brown  ;  fin  membranes  darker  ;  under  surface 
of  the  body,  ventral,  and  pectoral  fins,  white  ;  tail 
dark  brown,  almost  black. 

The  figure  at  the  head  of  this  article  represents  this 
fish  as  seen  from  the  side,  the  vignette  below  is  a  view 
from  above. 

Mr.  Couch  informs  me  by  letter  that  he  has  reason 
to  believe  he  saw  a  specimen  of  hophius  imrviinnnis 


of  Cuvier,  and  regrets  that  circumstances  prevented 
his  taking  a  minute  description.  It  was  of  small  size, 
scarcely  exceeding  fifteen  inches  in  length,  thicker  in 
form  than  the  common  Angler,  with  somewhat  of  a 
different  structure  of  the  pectorals,  and  regularly  and 
even  beautifully  mottled  with  black  patches. 

Two  short  notices  of  another  species  of  Loplims  are 
supposed  to  refer  to  mutilated  examples  of  i.  piscct- 
torius,  or  to  specimens  deformed  in  drying. 


THE  UPPEE  KAPIDS  OF  THE 
EENE.* 


(Continued  from  page  43.) 

"  Well  done,  boys  1 "  said  the  Squire,  in  an 
ecstasy;  "if  that  scoundrel  does  not  weigh  201b,, 
I  am  a  rogue.  There  is  always  something  to  be 
done  on  this  blessed  river,  be  the  day  as  bad  as  it 
may.  Bring  here  the  steelyards,  one  of  you ;  and 
you,  Paddy  Mooshlan,  get  out  your  waxed  silk 
and  splice  me  the  broken  rod  as  soon  as  you  like. 
There  is  no  great  harm  done  after  all,  but  I 
would  readily  give  the  whole  rod  for  such  a  fish  as 
that  any  day." 

As  the  principal  object  of  the  fishermen  in  coming 
up  the  river  had  been  to  get  out  of  the  noise  and 
confusion  of  the  fair,  no  great  expedition  was  made 
in  hurrying  on  the  preparations  for  dinner — nor, 
indeed,  in  the  dinner  itself.  Everyone  was  by  this 
time  pretty  well  convinced  that  little  or  nothing 
was  to  be  done  by  fair  fishing  ;  and  to  catch  another 
pike  asleep  was  an  event  hardly  to  be  calculated  on. 

"  There  is  not  a  bit  of  use  in  moving  yet,"  said 
the  Captain ;  "  we  do  not  stand  the  ghost  of  a 
chance  with  this  hot  sun  over  our  heads." 

"  I  am  not  so  much  afraid  of  the  sun,"  said  the 
Parson.  "  The  sun  does  not  affect  salmon  half  so 
much  as  it  does  trout." 

"  And  yet  you  call  the  salmon  a  more  shy  fish," 
said  the  Squire. 

"  The  salmon  is  more  shy,"  said  the  Parson, 
"  but  bis  habits  are  different.    The  trout  feeds  on 

*  Prom  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.  F.g. 


the  surface,  and  tlierefore,  by  the  natural  laws  of 
refraction,  has  a  very  excellent  chance  of  seeinj,' 
you  as  he  lies.  The  salmon  lies  at  the  bottom, 
rising  from  time  to  time,  and  immediately  sinking 
again ;  his  observation,  therefore,  is  limited  to  a 
glance  while  he  is  in  motion,  for  the  water,  by  the 
same  laws  of  refraction,  shuts  you  out  from  his 
range  unless  the  banks  are  very  high.  Besides, 
you  use  a  two-handed  rod  for  salmon,  and  really 
do  stand  further  from  him  than  you  do  from  the 
trout.  Many  a  fish  have  I  caught  in  bright 
sunshine." 

"  But,  with  all  your  philosophy,  you  do  not  seem 
very  anxious  to  fish  this  throw,"  said  the  Captain. 

"  There  is  something  more  than  the  sun  against 
us  to-day — there  is  the  rain  that  is  coming  on,  the 
salmon  feel  this  long  before  you  do  :  but,  in  truth, 
I  do  not  think  much  of  this  throw  in  the  best  of 
weathers.  I  never  have  caught  a  fish  out  of  it 
myself." 

"Troth,  then!  your  reverence  should  have  seen 
it  when  I  was  a  boy,"  said  Paddy  Mooshlan  ;  "  there 
was  no  need  of  a  bridge  then  over  the  river.  Your 
honours  might  have  walked  across  on  the  heads  of 
the  salmon  without  ever  wetting  your  feet." 

"  Paddy  does  not  hold  much  by  your  theory  of 
the  fish  lying  at  the  bottom,"  said  the  Squire. 

"  They  most  likely  rose  on  purpose  for  him  to 
step  upon,"  said  the  Parson;  "he  really  is  a  sort 
of  fresh-water  Arion.  How  did  you  manage  it, 
Paddy  ?  was  it  the  Irish  harp  or  the  bagpipes  that 
you  played  to  them  ?  " 

"  Divil  a  bit  of  lie  is  there,"  said  Paddy,  sinking 
the  particular  question  in  a  general 
answer. 

"  You  really  did  it  yourself,  then — 
did  you,  Paddy  ?  " 

"  Faith,  then,  and  I  did,  your  honour." 
"  Times   are  pretty  much  changed 
now,  I  am  afraid,"  said  the  Parson. 
"  It   was   not   very    lately   that  this 
happened  ?  " 

"  Och,  then  1  would  you  have  fish  in 
the  river,  and  that  blackguard,  Hector, 
thieving  them  every  day?  " 

This  last  remark  evinced  considerable 
generalship  on  the  part  of  Paddy  Moosh- 
lan, as  it  succeeded  in  diverting  an  attack 
which  he  would  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  repelling  directly.  Hector  and 
his  nets  were  a  standing  subject  of  grievance,  and 
every  failure  and  every  bad  day,  and  pretty  nearly 
every  unlucky  gleam  of  sunshine  or  unpropitious 
shower  of  rain,  were  ascribed  to  that  cause.  The 
case  was  this — the  salmon  laws  are  so  framed  as  to 
protect  the  whole  river  and  a  portion  of  the  estuary 
into  which  it  falls  for  a  certain  distance  from  its 
mouth.  In  the  days  in  which  these  laws  were 
passed  such  protection  as  this  was  quite  sufficient, 
but  the  ingenuity  of  man  had  found  out  a  method 
by  which  the  object  of  the  law  could  be  effectually 
defeated  and  the  fish  completely  intercepted  before 
they  arrived  within  the  protected  limits. 

The  principal  difficulty  to  be  overcome  lay  in 
the  great  expense  of  the  nets,  the  depth  of  the  sea 
requiring  a  corresponding  depth  of  net,  while  the 
space  to  be  blocked  up  was  considerable.  These 
difficulties  had,  however,  been  overcome  by  a  Scotch 
company,  who  paid  an  enormous  rent  for  a  spot  of 
barren  sand  beyond  the  prescribed  limits  on  which 
to  dry  their  nets  and  build  their  fish-houses.  They 
had  thus  been  able  to  take  complete  possession  of 
the  mouth  of  the  estuary,  extending  their  nets  on 
stakes  some  hundred  yards  into  the  sea  from  the 
lands  of  Kildoney.  This  whole  establishment  had 
now  been  at  work  some  three  or  four  weeks  under 
the  superintendence  of  an  agent. 

Hector  of  Kildoney  must  have  been  as  bold  a 
man  as  his  namesake  of  Troy,  for  the  tide  of  popular 
feeling  ran  strong  against  him,  and  that,  in  Ireland 
at  least,  is  no  joke.  The  tenants  were  clamorous 
against  what  they  considered  an  invasion  of  their 
landlord's  rights.  The  water-keepers  were  as  firm 
in  their  partisanship  towards  the  renters  of  the 
fishery  ;  besides  they  were  quite  aware  that  if  the 
fishery  were  destroyed  their  ovra  occupation  was 
gone.  The  fishermen,  of  course,  were  outrageous 
and  not  very  temperate  in  their  remarks ,  and  equally , 
as  a  matter  of  course,  these  feelings  were  participated 
in  by  their  attendants'  followers  and  followers'  fol- 
lowers ;  and,  lastly.  Hector  was  a  Scotchman  and 
a  Presbyterian,  and  as  such  obnoxious  to  the  priests. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  very  siurpris- 
ing  that  the  office  he  had  undertaken  was  considered 
somewhat  dangerous  ;  and,  indeed,  the  nets  had 


already  been  attacked  and  partly  destroyed  in  one 
or  two  instances,  but  Hector  was  a  finn-hearted 
fellow  and  seeir.ed  fully  resolved  to  carry  through 
the  duty  he  had  undertaken ;  so  he  applied  for 
and  obtained  a  strong  police  force  whicli  he  ([uartcred 
in  extempore  barracks  not  far  from  the  scene  of 
action,  and  under  their  protection  continued  to  net 
and  send  off  liis  salmon,  and  hitherto,  though  the 
popular  feelings  were  highly  excited,  and  though 
a  more  regular  and  deliberate  attack  was  daily 
expected,  no  serious  interruption  had  taken  place. 

"  I  do  not  think  Paddy  Mooshlan  is  far  wTong," 
said  the  Scholar.  "  I  do  not  see  how  a  fish  is  to 
get  into  the  river  with  that  scoundrel's  nets  across 
it.  No  one  has  caught  anjiihing  to  signify  all  this 
season,  and  there  must  be  some  good  reason  for 
this." 

"  I  really  do  wish  that  Parliament  would  take 
up  the  matter,"  said  the  Parson.  "  I  am  quite 
sure  they  ought,  for  this  new  invention  will  be 
fatal,  not  only  to  this  river  but  to  every  river  on 
the  coast." 

"  Parliament !  "  said  the  Squire  :  "  you  may  wait 
till  every  fish  in  the  river  is  destroyed  before  those 
people  trouble  their  heads  with  the  matter.  If 
anything  is  done  at  all  the  boys  must  do  the  job 
themselves." 

"  Faith,  then,  I  wish  they  would,"  said  the 
Scholar.  "  I  would  give  a  puncheon  of  whisky 
towards  it  with  my  whole  heart." 

"  I  would  give  a  hundred  pounds,"  said  the  Squire, 
"  rather  than  that  fellow  should  ruin  the  fishing  in 
this  way." 

"  Do  you  know,"  said  the  Captain,  "  it  is  harfUy 
safe  to  talk  so  wildly  before  the  men.  I  remember 
once,  when  I  was  on  detachment  at  Killarney, 
I  was  walking  back  to  the  barracks  from  an  xmsuc- 
cessful  fishing  expedition  in  company  with  a  friend 
of  mine,  when  the  boatmen  attributed  our  want  of 
success  to  what  very  likely  was  the  real  cause  of  it 
— the  habit  which  the  Irish  fisheries  have  imiversally 
fallen  into  of  evading  the  law  which  gives  free 
passage  to  the  fish  on  Sundays.  I  observed  that 
the  renters  of  the  fisheries  were  cutting  their  own 
throats,  for  that  the  breed  of  fish  must  ultimately 
be  destroyed  if  something  were  not  done  ;  and  my 
friend  incautiously  replied  that  he  would  give  twenty 
pounds  to  hear  that  all  the  weirs  were  broken  from 
that  to  the  sea.  Little  else  was  said,  and  little 
notice  was  taken,  apparently,  of  his  observation, 
but  next  morning  one  of  the  men  came  up  and  told 
our  honours,  in  an  undertone  and  with  a  knowing 
wink  of  his  eye,  that  the  salmon  might  come  up 
now  for  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  them  :  and 
sure  enough,  so  it  was  ;  they  had  collected  a  party 
and  had  demolished  everything — there  was  not  a 
single  stake  or  stone  left  standing ;  and  at  the  same 
time  there  was  not  a  man  in  liillarney,  except  the 
actors,  who  had  the  smallest  idea  who  did  it  or 
why  it  was  done." 

"  Did  your  friend  pay  the  twenty  pounds  ?  "  said 
the  Squire. 

"  Don't  you  get  a  foolish  habit  of  asking  incon- 
venient questions,"  said  the  Captain  ;  "  we  neither 
of  us  could  tell  whether  it  was  not  our  own  heads 
that  were  to  come  next.  So  much  I  will  tell  you. 
that  my  friend  was  off  the  next  day  and  has  not 
seen  much  of  the  beauties  of  Killarney  since." 

"  I  should  not  much  wonder  it  we  heard  that 
something  of  the  sort  was  done  here,"  said  the 
Parson  ;  "  there  is  not  a  man  who  is  not  ready  for 
it." 

"  Eeady  to  talk,"  said  the  Squire.  "  They  are 
all  ready  enough  for  that :  but  there  is  just  this 
difference  between  England  and  Ireland  -  -  an 
Englishman  says  nothing,  but  goes  and  does  it; 
while  Paddy  is  all  talk,  and  bluster,  and  blarney, 
and  botheration." 

The  Parson  thought  that  the  compressed  lips 
and  frowning  brows  of  the  men,  together  with 
their  unusual  silence,  boded  something  more  than 
the  Squire's  hrutum  fiihnen,  out  of  the  thunder- 
cloud that  was  hanging  over  the  Scotchman's  nets ; 
but  as  this  last  remark  had  not  been  the  most 
prudent  or  well-timed  in  the  world  he  made  no 
i-eply,  and  the  Captain  effected  an  opportime 
diversion  by  observing  that  talking  about  Hector 
always  put  him  into  a  passion,  and  made  him 
feverish.  "  Why  should  we  not  have  a  bowl  of 
punch  ■?  "  said  he.  "  Pat  has  got  a  couple  oi 
lemons,  that  I  know  ;  and  there  is  plenty  of  sugar 
that  we  brought  for  the  coftee :  of  course,  there 
must  be  whisky  enough  in  one  flask  or  another." 

"  Why,  there  is  no  bowl,"  said  the  Squire  ;  "  and 
our  coffee-cups  are  too  small  to  mix  in." 
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"  No  bowl !  "  said  the  Parson  ;  "  what  a  helpless 
set  of  people  you  are  here !  There  is  the  bait- 
kettle,  and  what  would  you  have  better  '.>  Throw 
those  jenkins  out,  Pat,  and  give  the  kettle  a  rinse. 
Put  on  the  coft'ee-pot  full  of  clean  water — that 
twice  full  will  be  as  much  as  you  can  want.  Our 
cotfee-cups  will  serve  us  for  glasses  ;  and  as  for 
the  men,  look  here  I  "  and  he  cracked  off  the  top 
of  an  egg  with  his  crimping-knife,  and,  shaking 
out  the  inside  into  the  fire,  held  up  the  shell,  "  1 
should  like  to  know  what  you  want  more  '?  " 

The  hint  was  soon  acted  upon.  The  coft'ee-pot 
and  the  saucepan  that  had  boiled  the  eggs  were  put 
into  requisition,  and  in  a  quarter  of  aa  hour's  time 
the  bait-kettle  was  steaming  with  punch,  the  smell 
of  which  attracted  not  only  the  party  and  their 
attendants  but  some  three  or  four  men  also,  who, 
their  day's  work  being  finished,  were  now  on  their 
road  to  the  fair,  on  the  principle  of  "  better  late 
than  never." 

(To  be  continued.) 


FEE SH- WATER  AQUAEIA. 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 


This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill,  the  well-known  publisher. 

(Continued  from  page  37.) 
CHAPTEE  11— contimied. 

The  holes  are  for  the  bolts  which  run  across 
from  end  to  end  to  hold  the  aquarium  together. 
Bore  them  with  an  ordinary  brace,  and  a  bit  used 
for  metal.  The  bolts  should  be  made  of  brass 
wire  ;  but  iron  will  do.  It  is  a  wise  precaution  to 
have  the  thread  for  the  nut  a  little  longer  than 
necessary,  for  it  can  easily  be  shortened  when  the 
bolts  are  in  their  places,  and  the  long  threading  is 
a  great  convenience  in  the  screwing-up.  Before 
putting  the  aquarium  together,  place  a  little 
cement  in  all  the  grooves.  Then  raise  the  bottom 
on  blocks  of  wood  to  such  a  height  that  it  will  be 
level  with  the  grooves  cut  to  receive  it  in  the  two 
ends.  And  when  this  has  been  done,  put  the  ends, 
plate-glass,  and  bolts  into  position,  and  screw 
them  all  together,  turning  the  nuts  of  the  bolts 
with  only  the  finger  and  thumb.  Before  the  nuts 
are  quite  screwed  home,  press  the  glass  gently 
downward,  so  that  it  is  forced  firmly  into  its  place. 
Carefully  finish  filling  up  the  grooves  with  cement, 
and  the  aquarium  will  be  completed.  If  iron  bolts 
have  been  used,  paint  them;with  Brmiswick-black. 

An  aquarium  like  Fig.  9  will  perhaps  be  more 
suitable  for  its  purpose  than  any  yet  described,  but 
will  not  be  so  ornamental.  It  makes  an  excellent 
tank  for  marine  specimens  ;  and  may  be  made 
either  of  wood,  slate,  and  glass,  or  of  slate  and 
glass  only.  If  made  on  the  former  plan,  the  direc- 
tions given  for  the  construction  of  an  aquarium 
like  Fig.  7  will  suffice  for  the  building  of  this,  with 
the  following  exceptions  :  A  wooden  side  lined  with 
window-glass,  or  roofing-slate,  will  take  the  place 
of  a  plate-glass  side.  As  the  aquarium  will  be 
broader  than  Fig.  7,  the  grooves  in  the  ends  for 
the  glass  front  must  rim  across  the  grain,  and  the 
bottom  must  be  made  the  required  breadth  by 
clamping  and  gluing  on  another  piece  of  wood. 
The  woodwork  ought  to  be  dovetailed  together  ; 
but  if  this  cannot  conveniently  be  done,  nailing 
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Fig.  26.  Portable  Aquarium. 

with  long  French  nails  will  do.  The  front  must 
be  framed  as  well  as  the  top.  A  useful  size  for  an 
aquarium  of  this  description  will  be  24in.  long, 
20in.  wide,  and  lOin.  deep.  If  the  tank  is  to  be 
made  of  slate  and  plate-glass  only,  the  directions 
given  for  making  an  aquarium  like  Fig  8  will  be 
enough,  except  that  in  the  place  of  a  glass  side 
there  wiU  be  a  slate  one,  and  for  this  the  grooves, 


instead  of  being  iin.  deep  and  gin.  broad,  ought  to 
be  iin.  deep  and  liin.  broad.  This  is  the  most 
useful  and  durable  aquarium. 

Fig.  26  represents  a  very  easily  and  cheaply 
made  aquarium.  It  is  a  small  tank,  chiefly  useful 
for  observing  the  habits  of  insects  and  the  like. 
Being  of  little  weight,  it  can  conveniently  be 
moved  about  when  full  of  water.  It  is  deeper  and 
narrower  in  proportion  than  an  aquarium  in  which 
fish  are  kept  ought  to  be.  The  foimdation  is  made 
of  lin.  well-seasoned  wood  (mahogany  answers 
the  purpose  excellently).  Cut  a  piece  14in.  long 
by  llin.  broad.  At  lin.  from  the  edge,  all  round, 
make  a  groove  Jin.  wide,  and  the  same  deep ;  bend 
four  pieces  of  zinc  moulding  according  to  the 
instructions  already  given,  lOin.  long.  Bore  a 
hole  \m.  in  diameter  at  each  comer  of  the  grooving 
in  such  a  way  that  the  square  part  of  the  moulding 
when  sunk  in  the  wood  will  come  flush  with  the 
outside  of  the  groove ;  and  when  this  has  been 
done  make  a  cutting  with  a  keyhole  saw  to  receive 
the  flat  portion  of  the  zinc  upright  (Fig.  27).  Drive 
gently  with  a  mallet  each  piece  of  moulding  until 
its  end  has  come  flush  with  the  other  side  of  the 
wood  foundation ;  then  by  driving  a  long  French 
nail,  minus  its  head,  into  the  side  of  the  wood 
and  through  the  flat  part  of  the  zinc,  each  upright 


Fig.  27.  Bottom  op  Portable  Aquarium, 

sliDwins;'  GiooviiiK  for  Gl;iss  and  Zinc  Moulding. 

can  be  made  firm.  Now  cut  two  strips  of  zinc 
12in.  long,  and  two  9in.  long,  all  lin.  wide.  Mitre 
them,  then  join  together  with  solder.  When  this 
has  been  done,  take  what  is  made  of  the  aquarium, 
turn  it  upside  down,  place  each  upright  on  a  corner 
of  this  frame,  and  solder  them  carefully  there. 
Next  get  a  piece  of  roofing  slate,  and  with  an  old 
saw  cut  it  to  fit  as  a  lining  for  the  bottom.  The 
four  sides  may  be  of  window  glass  of  a  moderate 
thickness.  Use  red  and  white  lead  as  the  cement, 
and  paint  it,  when  dry,  with  two  coats  of  sealing- 
wax  varnish  or  Aspinall's  Bath  Enamel.  If  this 
cement  is  not  covered  in  some  way,  every  aquarium 
in  which  it  is  used  must  be  thoroughly  soaked 
before  it  is  stocked  ;  indeed,  the  soaking  of  a  new 
aquarium  in  which  Icement  of  any  kind  has  been 
used  should  never  be  omitted.  Fill  the  spaces 
which  may  have  occurred  through  inaccurate  work, 
between  the  outside  of  the  glass  and  the  groove  in 
the  wood  foundation,  with  Portland  cement  or 
plaster  of  Paris,  and  the  tank  is  complete. 

If  the  uprights  are  not  more  than  6in.  in  height 
they  will  need  no  support  at  the  top.  Instead  of 
the  groove  cut  in  the  wooden  foundation,  slips  of 
wood  may  support  the  glass  at  the  bottom  ;  the 
slips  will  save  trouble,  but  will  not  make  the 
aquarium  look  so  neat  as  the  grooving  would. 
Aquaria  made  in  this  way  are  easily  and  cheaply 
constructed,  and  are  not  likely  to  leak. 

(To  he  continued.) 


BAIT   VERSUS  THE  FLY. 


A  SHORT  time  ago  several  sportsmen  were 
engaged  in  a  chat  about  field  sports,  in  which  all 
were  interested.  The  writer  of  these  lines  was 
present,  but  mainly  as  a  much  interested  listener. 
During  the  course  of  the  conversation  angling  was 
one  of  the  sports  briefly  discussed,  and  in  response 
to  a  query  a  member  of  the  coterie  said  : — 

"  Yes,  I  am  very  fond  of  fishing,  it  is  one  of  my 
favourite  sports."  To  which  he  added  the  state- 
ment, however,  that  he  did  not  care  to  catch  any 
fish  which  would  not  rise  to  the  fly. 

This  incident  led  to  a  train  of  thought,  the 
resumr  of  which,  with  your  kind  permission  and, 
perhaps,  at  the  risk  of  being  dubbed  a  pot-fisherman 
—one  lacking  in  the  aesthetic  or  higher  spirit  of  the 
angler— I  desire  to  submit  to  the  readers  of  the 
American  Field.  At  the  outset,  I  admit  that 
whenever  any  game  fish  which  will  rise  to  the  fly 
does  rise  and  strike  freely  at  the  feathered  lure,  the 


sport  resulting  is  more  satisfactory  to  the  angler, 
for  it  is  attained  through  the  skill  of  the  fly-caster 
in  placing  his  flies  upon  the  surface  of  the  lake  or 
stream  and  enticing  the  fish  to  strike  at  that  wliich, 
in  a  majority  of  cases,  the  fish  supposes  to  be  a 
choice  morsel  of  its  natural  food.  I 

But  "circumstances  alter  cases,"  and,  while  the  f 
writer  has  had  the  pleasure  of  having  taken  many  > 
bass,  trout,  and  grayling  with  the  fly,  at  times  fly- 
casting  has  seemed  to  have  become  a  lost  art,  so 
far  as  alluring  the  bass  and  trout  was  concerned. 
The  grayling  arc  omitted  from  this  latter  category, 
as  in  no  instance  within  my  recollection,  when 
fishing  for  the  grayling,  have  I  known  it  to  utterly 
refuse  to  rise  to  the  fly  when  placed  either  upon 
the  surface  or  sunk  to  midwater.  No  doubt  every 
fly-caster  has  been  confronted  by  situations  in 
which  it  seemed  impossible  to  rise  a  fish.  Let  him 
make  use  of  every  expert  method — changing  flies, 
sinlcing  them,  or  spatting  them  down  hard  with  a 
view  to  irritate  the  fish,  and  thus  cause  it  to  strike 
— and  no  fish  would  reward  his  eff'orts.  At  such 
times,  the  angler  says,  "  they  are  oft"  their  feed," 
but  more  likely  the  fislies  are  gorged  with  some 
kind  of  natural  food,  and  cannot  be  tempted. 
Perhaps,  at  such  times,  the  appetite  of  the  fish 
would  relish  some  kind  of  bait,  and  if  sport  and  a 
mess  of  fish  are  to  be  had,  the  use  of  bait  might 
tempt  the  fish.  Some  very  enjoj'able  fishing  bouts 
have  been  the  lot  of  the  writer,  even  when  fishing 
with  the  most  enthusiastic  fly-caster's  abomination 
— bait — and  one  instance  is  recalled. 

With  a  companion  I  was  trouting  along  the  shores 
of  Wisconsin  on  Lake  Superior.  We  moved  from 
stream  to  stream  in  a  fisherman's  boat,  having  a 
crew  of  two  half-breed  Indians,  and  we  had  fine 
sport.  One  fine  morning  we  fished  in  a  bay  of  the 
big  lake,  moving  slowly  along  the  shore,  a  few 
boats'  lengths  out.  The  shore  was  rocky  and  in 
some  places  bluff-like,  and  the  bottom  of  the  lake 
was  strewn  with  boulders  of  varying  sizes  and 
shapes,  many  of  them  large  ones.  Under  the  edges 
of  these  rocks  were  the  lurking-places  of  the  speckled 
trout.  The  water  varied  in  depth  from  six  feet  to 
eight  or  ten  feet,  the  surface  of  the  water  was 
covered  with  wavelets  raised  by  a  moderate  breeze, 
and  I  doubt  whether  a  trout  could  have  been 
induced  to  come  to  the  surface  for  a  fly  under  those 
conditions.  We  fished  with  little  strips  of  flesh 
cut  from  a  fish— a  sucker,  I  think — sinking  the 
hook  deep  enough  to  draw  the  trout  from  their 
hiding  places.  The  fishes  took  that  lure  eagerly, 
and  in  about  two  hours'  time  I  had  a  151b.  creelful 
of  real  speckled  trout,  which  ranged  from  ^Ib.  to 
about  three  times  that  weight.  These  trout  were 
not  to  be  found  in  the  shallower  water  nearer  the 
shore  that  day,  for  my  companion  was  landed  and  he 
tried  out  the  lesser  depth  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 
It  was  my  conviction  then,  and  is  now  my  belief, 
that  those  trout  in  Lake  Superior  lived  principally 
upon  smaller  fishes,  and  many  of  them  did  not 
know  what  a  natural  fly  was  like  (to  say  nothing 
of  the  counterfeit),  as  probably  they  did  not  ascend 
the  streams  excepting  during  the  spawning  season 
in  the  fall  of  the  year. 

Further,  Mr.  Editor,  I  would  say,  while  I  do  not 
venture  to  lay  down  any  law  for  the  guidance  of  the 
great  army  of  anglers,  many  of  whom  ha^'e  been 
favoured  with  wider  experience  than  myself,  I  will 
suggest  that  the  angler  who  may  choose  to  fish  only 
with  the  fly  necessarily  limits  the  scope  of  his 
angling  possibilities.  This  statement  cannot  be 
controverted.  Among  fresh-water  fishes  are  a 
number  which  do  not  rise  to  the  fly,  although  some 
of  them  are  taken  readily  with  artificial  lures  having 
feather  or  bucktail  attachments.  The  fresh-water 
angler  who  is  wedded  (so  to  speak)  to  the  sole  use 
of  the  fly  must  confine  himself  mainly  to  the  various 
varieties  of  the  Salmonida-  and  the  bass ;  other 
species  do  not  take  the  fly  with  &ny  regularity.  In 
salt  water,  where  the  wide  range  of  species  aflbrds 
sport  to  thousands  of  anglers  throughout  a  long 
fishing  season,  the  odds  are  overwhelmingly  against 
the  fly-caster. 

In  concluding,  allow  me  to  say  that,  as  the 
majority  of  fishermen  are  bait  users,  or,  rather,  not 
exclusively  fly-casters,  the  more  aesthetic  anglers 
should  not  disparage  the  methods  of  their  brethren. 
— Knickerbocker  in  American  Field. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  tlie  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Hie- 
torie.',  and  Indian  Qoverninent  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 
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THE  PISCATOKIAL  SOCIETY. 
Established  1836. 


From  the  report  for  the  year  1901  we  are  glad  to 
see  that  the  Piscatorial  Society,  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  kind  in  the  world,  is  as  floui-ishLng  as  ever. 
After  expending  about  ^£200  in  renting  and  pre- 
serving waters  on  the  Colne  and  the  Kennet,  and  £'150 
in  other  matters,  it  begins  the  new  year  with  a 
good  balance  in  hand,  as  well  as  a  reserve  fund  of 
over  ^200  invested  in  Consols.  The  committee 
congratulate  the  members  on  good  sport  enjoyed 
last  season  in  the  club's  own  waters,  as  well  as  in 
distant  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  for  instance,  goes  to  Ultima  Thule  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch 
lands  301b.  congers  in  Cornwall,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
plays  51b.  lobsters  at  Deal  and  catches  monster 
Irish  lake  trout.  The  Dee  and  the  Deveron  yield 
their  salmon  and  sea-trout  to  Mr.  Blundell  and 
Mr.  Bywaters — but  the  list  is  too  long  to  deal  with 
■171  extenso. 

Two  papers  were  read  by  members — namely, 
"  A  Eun  Round  Ireland,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, 
and  "  Some  Salmon  Pools,"  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  of  a  most 
encouraging  character.  With  the  excellent  trout, 
grayling,  and  coarse  fishing  *  which  the  society 
now  possesses,  there  is  no  doubt  the  number  of 
members  will  increase,  and  it  is  quite  probable 
that  before  long  the  entrance  fee  for  new  members 
will  have  to  be  increased.  We  wish  the  society 
continued  success. 


GEEA.T   WESTERN  EAILAVAY 
CANAL. 


TIVERTON  (DEVON)  AND  BURLESCOMBE 
DISTRICTS. 
For  good  pike,  carp,  tench,  perch,  and  roach 
fishing,  and  where  the  fish  run  of  an  exceptional 
size,  I  can  recommend  the  above  water,  which 
from  end  to  end  is  about  nine  miles  in  length,  and 
it  is  certainly  deserving  of  the  attention  of  our 
coarse  fish  anglers  in  search  of  fair  sport  and 
occasionally  record  catches.  A  few  of  the  captures 
made  last  year  will  convince  the  most  sceptical 
that  I  am  not  over-praising  the  fishing  of  this 
district. 

Mr.  F.  Davey,  of  Tiverton,  caught  four  pike  that 
weighed  601b.  and  one  leviathan  of  221b.  in 
sjjlendid  condition  at  the  Railway  Viaduct,  about 
two  miles  from  the  Tiverton  Railway  Station.  It 
is  most  important  to  carefully  note  that  it  is 
Tiverton  (Devon)  that  is  referred  to,  and  not 
Tiverton  near  Bristol,  as  these  places  are  often  con- 
founded one  with  the  other,  and  that  in  the  summer 
months  that  the  fishing  near  and  at  Tiverton 
for  a  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of  the  Viaduct  is 
indifferent  by  reason  of  the  great  number  of  water 
lilies  and  weeds  which  cover  the  surface  of  the 
canal,  the  former  being  much  sought  for  and 
gathered  by  the  lady  residents  and  visitors  for 
painting  and  ornamental  purposes. 

At  a  spot  known  as  the  Aqueduct  Basin,  and 
beyond  the  above-named,  pike  were  taken,  in 
addition  to  a  perch  2^1b.,  and  carp  up  to  81b.  have 
been  caught  and  tench  from  -^b.  to  41b.  each. 
This  of  course  does  not  include  many  smaller  fish 
which  are  numerous  both  here,  at  Halburton, 
Sandford,  and  Burlescombe.  The  station-masters 
at  Tiverton,  Tiverton  Junction,  and  Burlescombe 
are  well  known  to  me  and  many  other  anglers,  who 
will  admit  the  courteousness  and  willingness  with 
which  they  supply  all  inquiring  with  useful  and 
reliable  information.  At  the  far  end  of  the  canal — 
namely,  Burlescombe — the  canal  is  quite  close  to 
the  station,  and  at  the  Tinto  Inn,  kept  by  Miss 
Taylor,  every  accommodation  is  procurable  for 
personal  comforts. 

Anglers  alighting  at  the  Tiverton  Junction  Station 
will  find  the  hotel  adjoining  very  comfortable,  and 
conveyances  can  be  obtained  there  at  moderate 
charges  to  the  canal,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles, 
but  if  any  fishermen  wish  to  be  more  on  the  spot 
at  Halburton  the  rustic  but  comfortable  inn  there 
can  be  utilised,  and  it  is  close  to  the  side  of  the  canal 
where  the  fishing  in  this  particular  neighbourhood 
is  very  good. 


*  It  is  a  great  pity  that  Ashing  other  tlian  for  the  Sn  Imonidet  lia^ 
come  to  be  labelled  and  libelled  as  coarse  fishing.  We  always 
alter  tlie  word  "  coarse  "  to  "  general  "  when  possible,  and  wisli 
some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  suggest  a  l.)etter  word 
than  "  coarse  "  ;  he  will  deserve  a  monument. — Kd. 


Sandford  is  also  another  favourite  rendezvous  with 
the  anglers  in  this  district,  and  is  frequented  by 
Exeter,  Taunton,  and  Bristol  men,  but  not  in  such 
numbers  as  to  depreciate  the  sjjort  to  be  procured, 
and  under  favourable  weather  conditions  sport  may 
be  safely  relied  upon. 

I  do  not  recommend  artificial  baits  as  the  water 
is  weed>-  in  parts,  and  live  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon 
are  most  used  for  the  pike,  while  minnows,  paste, 
and  wonns  account  for  the  other  fisli  I  have  named. 
In  the  perch  fishing,  however,  it  is  only  fair  to  your 
readers  to  remark  that  the  many  small  jack  which 
abound  in  the  canal  cause  some  disappointment 
by  their  persistent  but  unwelcome  attention,  but 
on  the  other  hand  there  are  very  few  places  that  I 
have  ever  come  across  where  everything  is  arranged 
for  one's  particular  choice. 

In  times  past  I  regret  to  say  that  numbers  of 
large  and  small  pil<e  fell  a  prey  to  the  unsportsman- 
like people  (chiefly  young  men)  who  used  wire 
snares  and  other  means  to  capture  the  fish  in  the 
early  summer  months  when  spawning  and  lying 
in  an  almost  dormant  state  near  the  banks,  or 
simning  themselves  on  the  top  of  the  clear  water 
where  they  can  be  easily  seen  and  taken.  Of  course 
this  practice  is  not  countenanced  by  the  Great 
Western  Company's  officers  or  men  or  anglers,  and 
the  use  of  night-lines  and  trimmers  are  prohibited. 

The  canal  is  free  from  boats  and  traffic,  except 
two  barges  that  travel  to  and  from  the  Burlescombe 
Stone  Quarries  to  Tiverton  and  back,  and  the  boat- 
men are  civil  and  obliging  to  everyone. 

Last  week  a  Mr.  Jackman,  of  Exeter,  landed  in 
a  day's  fishing,  near  Halburton,  eleven  pike,  the 
largest  a  nice  fish  of  101b. — but  of  course  a  good 
Jackman  should  be  a  good  pikeman  too.  When 
the  weather  is  cold  and  frosty  it  is  desirable  to 
ascertain,  before  the  journey  is  made,  that  the 
canal  is  fishable,  as  it  freezes  over  quickly.  A 
fortnight  ago  a  party  from  the  "  Ever  Faithful  " 
went  there  and  found  the  canal  frozen  over,  the  ice 
over  an  inch  thick,  which  necessitated  their  return 
home  by  the  first  available  train.  Some  of  their 
friends,  when  they  called  it  "a  downright  sell," 
maintained  it  was  "  a  nice  outing,"  while  others 
thought  it  was  an  ice  expedition  to  the  North  Pole 
and  failed. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  own  the 
canal  and  banks,  but  considerately  allow  anglers  to 
fish  the  water  free  of  charge,  a  concession  that  all 
the  fishermen  highly  appreciate,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  add  they  do  not  abuse  the  privilege  so  far  as  I 
know.  I  have  fished  the  canal  on  and  off  for  over 
twenty  years,  so  that  I  have  some  idea  and 
acquaintance  with  the  places  I  have  named,  also 
the  best  means  to  use  to  ensure  satisfactory  sport. 
I  say  this,  however,  in  no  boastful  spirit,  but  being 
an  enthusiastic  follower  of  the  great  Izaak  Walton 
I  feel  a  pleasure  in  imparting  my  experience  for 
the  benefit  of  my  angling  brethren,  as  owing  to  ill- 
health  I  cannot  follow  this  fascinating  and  interest- 
ing sport  as  I  once  did,  but  I  feel  a  great  pleasure 
in  writing  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  still  left  to  me  to 
review  past  red-letter  days,  and  I  allow  the  blanks 
to  take  care  of  themselves  and  sink  into  obli\don. 

If  I  can  assist  any  of  your  numerous  readers  to 
any  further  information  when  making  a  visit  to 
"  Surmy  Devon  "  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do  so  as  far 
as  lies  in  my  power.  J.  A.  K. 


"WILL  YE  LOOSE  YOUR  SCHOOLS  TO 
FLOUT  THEM 
TILL  THE  BROW-BEAT  COLUMNS 
MELT  ? 

Kipling's  "The  Isslandkks." 

Mr.  Kipling  is  an  angler,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  by 
the  use  of  flouts  and  jeers  he  should  have  somewliat 
spoilt  the  effect  of  his  recent  appeal  to  Britons  to 
learn  to  use  the  rifle  as  well  as  to  play  cricket  and 
football,  to  shoot,  and  to  fish. 

Probably  Mr.  Ivipling  had  fully  calculated  the 
efl'ect  of  his  words,  for  no  man  has  the  interests  of 
his  country  more  deeply  at  heart,  and  it  looks  as  if 
he  had  deliberately  chosen  to  risk  his  own  popularity 
by  using  epithets  which  he  well  knew  would  provoke 
resentment.  He  must  have  despaired  of  getting 
attention  by  any  ordinary  means,  so  he  took  his 
trusty  greenheart  fishing  rod  from  its  case  and  laid 
it  across  the  broad  shoulders  of  John  Bull  and  his 
sons  with  such  eflect  that  he  made  the  whole  Empire 
ring  with  its  sting. 

Mr.  Kipling's  stirring  lines  have  been  construed  in 
some  quarters  as  an  argument  for  compulsory  service, 
but  we  do  not  believe  he  had  this  in  view ;  his  appeal 


is  to  a  much  nobler  form  of  military  sci  vice  ;  ho  wants 
every  man  in  the  etnpirc  to  feel  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
be  able  to  defend  it  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  He  quotes 
a  letter  from  an  officer  in  South  Africa,  who  says:  — 
"  It  is  simply  awful  that  after  two  years  you  send 
us  out  men  who  have  to  be  taught  to  shoot  and  ride.* 
It  is  like  expecting  a  Board  School  boy  to  play  in  a 
county  eleven." 

In  the  lines  we  have  quoted  as  the  heading  of  this 
article  Mr.  Kipling  asks  sarcastically  if  we  expect  our 
cricket  and  football-playing  schools  will  bo  able  to 
repel  the  invader.  In  reply  to  this  question  we  have 
only  to  point  to  the  thousands  of  British  soldiers  who 
have  been  killed  or  wounded  in  South  Africa  by  the 
deadly  aim  of  Boer  boys  and  youths.  If  the  aim  is 
true,  a  bullet  is  just  as  deadly  when  fired  by  a  lad  of 
fifteen  as  by  a  man  of  fifty. 

Compulsory  military  service  is  a  thing  we  should 
not  object  to  see  enforced  in  this  country,  though  we 
do  not  expect  to  see  it.  But  there  is  another  way  by 
which  the  same  end  can  be  attained,  and  its  attain- 
ment rests  very  largely  in  the  hands  of  those  men 
who  have  undertaken  and  been  entrusted  with  the 
education  of  our  youth. 

If  the  headmasters  of  our  schools  and  colleges 
throughout  the  Empire  would  give  practical  efiect  to 
that  feeling  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  which  exists 
nowhere  more  strongly  than  in  their  ranks,  they  would 

"  Teach  the  Yousc;  Idea  how  to  Shoot." 
Many  of  them,  we  rejoice  to  say,  are  already  doing  so ; 
but  if  it  were  done  by  all,  by  scores  of  thousands 
instead  of  by  merely  scores  or  hundreds,  then  in  less 
than  a  year  compulsory  military  service  would  be  im- 
necessary,  as  we  hope  it  always  may  be. 

In  conversation  with  masters  of  schools  and  colleges 
we  have  found  that  it  is  chiefly  their  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  fact  that  recent  inventions  in  fire-arms 
have  done  aivay  with  all  difficulty  and  nearly  all  coat 
i)i  teaching  boys  the  use  of  the  rifle,  which  has  pre- 
vented their  forming  a  rifle  class  and  then  a  rifle  corps. 

We  speak  from  practical  experience  when  we  say 
that  almost  any  average  boy  of  ten  can  learn  how  to 
use  our  present  national  arm  in  a  few  weeks.  This 
was  impossible  until  very  recently,  because  the  large 
bore  heavy  Snider  or  Martini  could  be  used  only  at 
some  selcuded  rifle  range  in  the  country,  and  the 
recoil  was  a  terror  even  to  men.  But  with  the  Lee- 
Enfield  small  bore,  and  the  miniature  charges,  bullets, 
and  targets  recently  invented,  practice,  and  first-rate 
practice,  with  the  rifle  can  be  carried  on  in  a  play- 
ground, or  even  a  shed,  if  there  is  a  brick  wall  at  one 
end  of  it.  Of  course  due  precautions  must  be  taken, 
but  as  an  ounce  of  practical  evidence  is  worth  a  ton 
of  theory  we  may  mention  that  after  giving  a  lad  of 
fifteen  a  few  lessons  and  an  hour's  practice  a  day  for 
a  week  or  two  in  a  suburban  garden  he  knew  how  to 
make  a  bull's-eye  among  the  first  half-dozen  shots  he 
fired  at  the  Rimnymede  rifle  ranges.  His  brother,  a 
youngster  of  ten,  could  hit  the  buH's-eye  three  times 
out  of  five  at  a  hundred  yards  after  a  week  or  two's 
practice,  and,  moreover,  was  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  operations  of  loading  and  unloading  as  well 
as  cleaning  the  weapon.  The  fact  is  that  it  is  such 
fascinating  work  a  boy  willingly  gives  his  whole 
attention  to  it ;  he  umits  to  become  a  good  shot ;  and 
when  a  boy  wants  to  do  a  thing  the  difficulty  is  to 
prevent  him  doing  it. 

And  the  boy  who  learns  to  use  the  rifle  at  school  as 
a  natural  jiart  of  his  education  will  join  a  rifle  club,  or 
start  one  when  he  leaves  school,  and  will  then  be 
ready  to  pass  if  need  be  into  a  volunteer  or  regultkr 
corps. 

The  old  idea,  that  the  soldier  was  no  good  unless  he 
had  been  drilled  until  he  was  a  sort  of  put-a-penny-in- 
the-slot-to-see-me-work  machine,  has  been  exploded 
by  our  long  war  with  the  absolutely  undrilled  farmers 
of  the  late  Boer  Republics.  Skill  with  the  rifle 
acquired  by  the  Boer  boy  practising  at  bottles  on  his 
father's  farm  is  what — with  the  confidence  inspired 
by  that  skill — has  cost  this  country  so  dearly  in  blood 
and  treasure.  Had  the  Boer  Army  been  trained  at 
Aldershot  the  war  would  have  been  over  in  a  month. 
Fas  est  ct  ab  hosle  doceri. 

It  is  not  flattering  to  nearly  2,000  years  of  Christian 
civilisation  that  general  education  in  the  art  of  war 
should  be  an  imperative  necessity  for  Great  and 
Greater  Britain.  But  it  is  folly  to  blink  at  the  fact 
that  unless  we  are  [not  merely  willing,  of  which  there 
is  no  question,  but  also  able  to  defend  our  Empire,  we 
shall  lose  it. 

Practical  and  combined  action  on  the  part  of  heads 
of  schools  and  colleges  at  home  on  this  vital  question 
would  be  welcomed  in  Canada,  Australasia,  India, 
South  Africa,  and  wherever  our  flag  flies  on  the  earth. 
If  those  at  home  who  have  the  education  of  the 
"  Coming  Man  "  in  hand  do  not  set  the  example,  their 
colleagues  in  the  colonies  will  presently  do  it  for 
them. 

Even  colleges  like  Eton,  Harrow,  Dvdwich,  and 
others  which  have  rifle  cadet  corps,  might  do  far  more 
to  make  them  popular  than  they  do,  and  the  War 
Office  could  help  by  special  grants  of  arms  and 
ammunition  as  a  reward  for  proficiency. — Publishers' 
Circular. 
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"A  FAMOUS  FISHEEY.' 


Mb.  a.  W.  Paekee,  a  well-known  member  of  com- 
mittee, read  a  paper  with  the  above  title  to  the 
members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  at  their 
weekly  meeting  last  Wednesday.  The  "famous 
fishery "  alluded  to— that  of  Torbay,  on  the  south 
coast  of  Devonshire— is  quickly  and  readily  accessible 
from  London  by  an  excellent  service  on  the  Great 
Western  Railway. 

Torbay  extends  from  Hope's  Nose  on  the  north-east 
to  Berry  Head  on  the  south,  four-and-a-half  miles, 
but  trawling  is  prohibited  only  within  a  line  drawn 
from  the  Bexham  breakwater  lighthouse  to  the 
seaward  extremity  of  Hope's  Nose. 

The  beautiful  town  of  Torquay  is  at  the  north  end, 
the  renowned  fishing  town  of  Brixham  to  the  south, 
and  with  Paignton  a  modern  holiday  resort  is  between 
the  two.  The  climate  of  Torquay  is  not,  as  often 
represented,  that  of  a  torrid  zone,  but  mild  and 
equable,  soft  but  not  damp  ;  in  vrinter  warm,  but  not 
sultry  in  summer.  There  is  abundant  and  excellent 
accommodation  for  visitors,  and  a  very  pure  water 
supply,  and  the  drainage  is  not  to  be  surpassed.  The 
tide  which  flows  in  to  the  bay  from  Berry  Head  to 
Hope's  Nose  across  the  mouth  of  the  bay  causes  a 
current  to  flow  into  the  bay  from  Hope's  Nose,  thus 
setting  up  an  eddy  into  the  bay  in  the  contrary 
direction  to  the  side  flow. 

The  current  at  Berry  Head  and  at  Hope's  Nose 
runs  fiercely ;  at  Paignton  it  is  scarcely  felt,  permit- 
ting the  use  of  light  leads,  but  in  the  strong  currents 
wire  lines  and  heavy  leads  are  needful.  The  views 
from  the  town  over  the  bay  and  the  surrounding 
country  are  very  charming,  and  the  roads  and  paths 
in  the  n  eighbourhood  reveal  an  enormous  variety  in 
the  vegetation,  fuchsias  being  met  with  fifteen  to 
twenty  feet  high.  Palm  trees  grow  in  the  open  all 
the  year  round.  The  new  pier  runs  out  250  yards, 
and  forms  the  west  wall  of  the  outer  harbour,  mainly 
occupied  by  yachts,  with  eighteen  feet  at  low 
water  springs  at  the  entrance.  The  rise  and  fall 
of  tide  being  less  than  at  Deal,  it  does  not  run  so  fast, 
the  area  it  has  to  fill  not  being  so  large.  The  town 
owes  its  origin  and  development  very  much  to  its  bay 
having  been  "much  frequented  by  our  Navy."  In 
1588  Drake  brought  in  the  captured  Capitana,  the 
flagship  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  and  left  her  in  charge 
of  the  Brixham  fishermen.  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
gave  the  place  its  first  start  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  it  having  become  "necessary  to 
have  fleets  in  readiness  to  oppose  him,  and  thus  the 
fleets  of  Nelson,  St.  Vincent,  and  Howe  remained  in 
the  bay  for  considerable  periods. 

Paignton  has  a  fine  sandy  shore,  perfect  for  bathing, 
and  a  bracing  climate,  owing  to  its  easterly  aspect. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  landed  here  in  1688,  and  was 
presented  with  the  following  doggerel  verse,  in  the 
fashion  of  those  days — 

"  And  please  your  Majesty  King  William, 
You're  welcome  to  Brixham  Quay, 
To  eat  buckhorn  and  drink  bohea 
Along  with  we, 

And  please  your  Majesty  King  William." 

Brixham  is  considered  to  be  the  mother  of  the 
trawling  fishery  in  England,  though  Barking  in  the 
Thames  also  claims  the  distinction.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  fishermen  of  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  and 
Grimsby  learnt  their  trade  at  either  one  or 
other.  A  stroll  about  the  town  shows  clearly 
that  fishing  is  its  staple  industry.  The  quay  scarcely 
affords  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  large  fleet  of 
trawlers,  and  the  closely-packed  houses  look  sordid. 
A  breakwater  was  commenced  in  1843,  but  still 
remains  unfinished.  Many  moorings  are  laid  down 
for  the  trawlers  outside  the  harbour  in  deep  water, 
and  there  is  good  anchorage  for  ships  of  war  during 
the  prevalence  of  south-westerly  gales. 

The  trawlers  are  yawl-rigged,  and  average  from 
35  tons  to  60  tons.  Their  port  of  registry  is  Dartmouth, 
D  H  being  marked  on  their  sails. 

The  large  trawlers  mainly  confine  their  operations 
to  the  deep  sea  and  far-off  fishing  grounds,  while  the 
smaller  scour  the  outskirts  of  the  bay  and  neighbour- 
ing coast. 

Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  excellence  of  the  boat 
fishing  to  be  obtained  in  Torbay.  Plenty  of  large 
pollack,  good  sized  bass,  any  quantity  of  mackerel, 
good  flat  fish  in  the  bay,  and  whiting  and  bream  in 
the  deeper  water.  Alas,  experience  did  not  by  any 
means  realise  expectation. 

For  boats  I  was  asked  21s.  a  day,  but  succeeded  at 
10s.  Od.,  and  secured  an  excellent  boatman,  an  old 
fisherman  and  naval  pensioner,  later  on,  whose  charge 
was  only  5s.  a  day  including  mussels  ;  during  rough 
weather,  we  tried  railing  for  pollack,  bass,  and 
mackerel,  round  the  outside  of  the  harbour,  without 
success.  We  subsequently  tried  London  Bridge  Daddy- 
hole  ;  further  on  Meadfoot  in  a  nice  sandy  bay,  having 
Shag  rock  on  the  west  and  Thatcher  rock  on  the  east, 
both  detached  from  the  main  land  ;  they  formed  the 
home  of  large  pollock  and  bass.  We  searched  round 
this  rocky  coast  but  failed  to  secure  our  prey.  On 


another  day  we  took  a  good  number  of  mackerel  and 
some  garfish  near  Paignton,  also  some  good  dabs,  but 
the  presence  of  an  enormous  number  of  very  small 
whiting  gave  considerable  trouble. 

Pilchard  and  ling  seem  to  have  deserted  the  coast, 
and  even  flat-fish  are  scarce. 

Recently  large  numbers  of  the  octopus  have  put  in 
their  appearance  ;  no  doubt  this  partially  accounts  for 
the  absence  of  fish.  These  molluscs,  having  soft  bodies 
and  no  articulated  skeleton  or  vertebra,  are  provided 
with  a  peculiar  envelope  or  skin  called  a  mantle.  la 
the  opinion  of  those  engaged  in  the  trawling 
industry  of  Torbay,  the  absence  of  fish  is  accounted 
for  by  the  stoppage  of  trawling  in  the  bay ;  they 
say  their  trawls  formerly  scoured  the  grounds 
now  overgrown  with  great  beds  of  weed,  but 
of  the  truth  of  this  I  am  by  no  means  certain, 
as  my  tackle  never  got  hung  up  in  any  weeds,  as  it 
would  have  done  had  they  been  fairly  plentiful.  The 
bay  forms  a  grand  nursery  for  fish,  and  it  is  much  to 
be  desired  that  trawling  in  the  bay  will  never  again  be 
permitted,  and  large  fish  would  soon  become  plentiful 
again  if  trawling  were  prohibited  outside  the  bay  and  on 
the  neighbouring  coast.  Such  powerful  steam  trawlers 
are  being  used  with  such  effect  that  the  English 
Channel  itself  is  gradually  being  fished  out  or  the  fish 
driven  away. 

We  have  many  reports  that  our  big  steam  trawlers 
are  really  poaching  in  the  same  way  in  Icelandic  and 
Paroese  waters. 

Numerous  captains  have  been  fined  by  the  Danish 
Government  for  trawling  in  prohibited  waters  and  for 
other  offences.  One  case  appealed  to  (Copenhagen) 
resulted  in  the  master  being  sentenced  to  two  years' 
hard  labour,  the  mate  to  fifteen  days'  imprisonment, 
cook  to  twenty  days',  fish  and  gear  confiscated,  the 
damages  amounting  to  £288,  and  the  fine  £162.  It  is 
also  regrettable  that  the  yearly  reports  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  our  sea  fisheries  are  manipulated  in  the 
newspapers  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  prove  that 
trawling  is  not  injurious  to  our  own  fisheries. 
True  it  is  that  the  figures  of  the  catch  indicate  a 
tendency  of  increase,  but  it  is  not,  as  it  should  be 
said  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  fish  landed  in 
our  ports  was  caught  in  foreign  waters.  Moreover,  it 
is  contended  that  all  undersized  fish  are  returned  to  the 
waters  by  trawlers,  the  fact  being  that  all  small  fish 
caught  in  trawls  are  more  or  less  injured  or  destroyed. 
True  it  is  said  that  trawls  do  not  affect  the  eggs  of  the 
principal  food  fishes  which  float  on  or  near  the  sur- 
face, but  as  the  fish  hatch  out  they  sink  to  the  bottom 
of  shallow  waters,  and  gradually  go  into  deeper  as 
their  strength  increases,  then  the  trawl  destroys 
them.  The  members  of  the  society  should  surely 
organise  a  vigorous  crusade  against  the  destruction 
of  immature  fish  by  trawls  and  whitebait  seines.  A 
society  which  prevents  the  wholesale  and  unnecessary 
destruction  of  innumerable  small  fish  by  the  persistent 
use  of  defective  gear  would  indeed  deserve  the  title  of 
a  great  public  benefactor.  A  prize  of  say  £1,C00 
should  be  offered  for  a  trawl  that  would  only  retain 
fish  fit  for  the  table  and  permit  the  immature 
and  undersized  to  escape  unharmed.  Before  a 
twelvemonth  had  elapsed  a  trawl  fulfilling  these 
conditions  would  be  patented  and  placed  on  the 
market.  The  requisite  amount  should  be  raised  by 
public  subscription  and  this  society  should  head  the 
list  with  f  100,  a  sum  which  its  present  financial 
position  would  well  enable  it  to  offer.  We  should 
then  be  carrying  out  one  of  the  primary  objects  in  our 
Constitution  to  take  steps  which  the  executive  may 
deem  expedient  to  promote  the  present  or  future 
prosperity  of  British  Sea  Fisheries. — Hon.  Repoetee. 


SALMON  HATCHERY  OPERATIONS  JN 
THE  NORTH. 


No  fishing  district  in  Scotland  of  any  note  is  con- 
sidered complete  without  its  hatchery  for  the  artificial 
propagation  of  salmon,  and,  it  may  be,  trout.  Most 
of  these  are  under  the  auspices  of  the  respective  dis- 
trict boards,  but  not  a  few,  like  those  at  Gordon  Castle 
and  Skibo,  are  in  private  hands,  and  the  property  of 
their  respective  owners.  The  first  few  weeks  in 
November,  with  the  last  week  in  October  prefixed,  is 
the  time  for  the  collecting  of  ova.  The  floods  are  then 
comparatively  light,  the  fish  are  ripe,  if  looked  for  at  the 
right  spots,  and  the  conditions  then  most  favourable 
for  the  netting,  stripping,  and  other  operations  in- 
cidental to  the  annual  filling  of  the  boxes  in  the 
hatchery  with  their  full  complement  of  salmon  or 
trout  eggs.  The  present  season  has  been  very  pro- 
pitious all  over,  and  every  hatchery  without  exception 
has  now  its  full  complement  of  ova  in  a  fairly  advanced 
state  of  incubation.  It  takes  from  eighty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  days  to  hatch  out  salmon  ova, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water  and  sur- 
rounding air.  The  average  time  may  be  put  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days,  and  anything  under  that  is 
attended  by  a  greater  percentage  of  loss.  In  fact,  it  is 
as  well  not  to  employ  artificial  heating  in  the  hatchery 
except  to  a  slight  degree  in  very  severe  frosts,  and  so 
conform  as  much  as  possible  to  natural  conditions. 


The  stock  is  all  the  healthier  when  this  is  the  case. 
The  latest  as  well  as  the  most  complete  addition  to 
salmon  hatcheries  in  the  North  of  Scotland  is  the 
finely-appointed  one  just  recently  erected  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  within  the  policies  of  Skibo  Castle. 
It  has  been  stocked  with  salmon  ova  from  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  Kyle  of  Sutherland  districts,  also  a  large 
number  of  trout  ova.  The  hatchery  is  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  James  Coutts,  a  Deesido  man,  who 
carried  with  him  to  the  North  a  large  and  valued 
experience  of  hatchery  work,  rearing  of  trout,  and  all 
fishery  matters.  A  new  hatchery  was  recently  built 
at  Ellon  for  stocking  the  Ythan,  and  under  the  able 
management  of  Inspector  Rae  it  has  made  a  very 
successful  start.  It  will  be  some  years  before  the 
fruits  of  this  enlightened  step  may  be  seen,  but  they 
will  come.  ]3_ 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

i30  mln.  for  Chelsea.  /  55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „  Putney.  xaa]'^^   »     ..  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  """)80  „  „  Twickenham. 
60   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  86  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hioh  Water  at  London  Bridob. 

Morning.  ETenlng. 

Saturday,  .Jan.  25                            2,38    3  1 

Sunday,  ,,     26                           3.23    3!43 

Monday,  „     27                            i.  3    4.23 

Tuesday,  „     28                            4.43    5,  1 

Wednesday,  ,,     21)                          5.18    5' 35 

Thursday,  „     30                            5..54    6  13 

Friday,  „     31                            6.32    6.53 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames — Gbkeeal  Remaeks. — The  colour  of  the 
Thames  has  toned  down  so  rapidly  that  the  water  in 
the  upper  reaches  is  now  quite  clear  again,  and  there 
is  some  difficulty  in  getting  good  sport  before  the  after- 
noon. Several  anglers  who  were  out  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  Jan.  20  and  21,  told  the  same  story,  that 
they  had  few  fish  until  late  in  the  day.  Then  the 
roach  fed  well,  and  good  takes  were  had  until  dusk. 
On  Wednesday  night  a  little  rain  fell  but  not  enough 
to  affect  the  river.  Bank  anglers  have  not  done  so 
well  this  week  as  last,  the  colour  of  the  river  not  being 
so  suitable.  Very  few  specimen  roach  have  been  had 
this  season,  and  it  seems  that  they  will  not  be  caught 
until  the  river  is  more  coloured.  The  river  is  at 
summer  level  again.  The  Thames  Conservancy  having 
ordered  all  the  boughs  in  the  Datchet  and  Wraysbury 
reaches  to  be  cut,  there  is  now  scarcely  any  signs  of 
shelter  for  the  fish,  and  the  eddies  are  full  of  small 
twigs,  making  roach  fishing  much  more  difficult.  In 
fact,  it  is  far  better  to  fish  the  open  pieces  of  water 
than  where  the  boughs  once  were  owing  to  this. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Eton). — The  water  is  in  grand  order,  and 

anglers  should  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  wetting 
their  lines,  for  the  result  is  sure  to  be  well-filled  creels. 
Roach  have  been  feeding  remarkably  well,  John  Keene 
taking  with  his  patrons  most  days  bags  of  thirty  and 
forty  pounds.  I  was  out  on  Jan.  17  and  took  between 
forty  and  fifty  pounds  of  fish,  the  catch  consisting  of 
roach,  chub,  two  jack,  and  one  and  a  half  dozen  good 
perch. — Cecil  Howlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  continues  in  good  con- 
dition with  a  nice  stream  running.  Sport  has  been 
slow,  the  rough  winds  and  changeable  weather  perhaps 
having  something  to  do  with  this,  and  some  fairly 
good  bags  of  pike  have  been  made.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs 
has  been  among  these  fish,  taking  among  others 
some  up  to  71b.  6oz.  On  Jan.  17  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P. 
Slade  had  a  splendid  take  of  pike  while  fishing  (un- 
attended) Holmes'  Pond,  a  tributary  of  the  Thames 
at  Wargrave.  They  took  seventeen  fish  in  all  weigh- 
ing 821b.,  the  best  weighing  8Jlb.,  the  others 
ranging  from  51b.  to  61b.  each.  Mr.  S.  tells  me  that 
they  were  all  taken  on  livebait  tackle,  Mrs.  S. 
accounting  for  as  many  fish  as  himself,  truly  a  grand 
day's  sport.  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Dent,  fishing  with  S.  Arlett 
on  Jan.  18  and  19,  took  nine  pike  weighing  381b., 
the  best  brace  scaling  1411).  On  Jan.  20  Mr.  G.  W. 
Read,  fishing  with  S.  Arlett,  took  121b.  of  roach.  On 
Jan.  21  Messrs.  Whitehead  and  Paul,  fishing  with  S. 
Mead,  took  three  jack,  best  fish  4^1b.,  and  a  few  roach  on 
the  same  date  ;  Messrs.  Furnival  and  Read,  fishing  with 
S.  Arlett,  took  one  jack  41b.  and  a  few  roach  and 
perch.  I  saw  a  number  of  bank  anglers  on  Jan.  19, 
but  the  roach  were  dead  off,  only  a  very  few  of  them 
having  any  fish  at  all.  They  are  now  feeding  better, 
and  have  taken  to  the  deeper  water,  Mr.  E.  Harvey 
and  others  having  made  some  good  bags.    Mr.  H, 
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Hamilton  took  2J  dozen  during  the  afternoon  on 
Jan.  22,  while  fishing  with  S.  Mead.  The  chub  are 
still  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  fish  up  to  2Jlb.  have 
been  caught.  Given  more  settled  weather,  some  good 
sport  should  be  had  during  the  coming  week. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (laechlade,  Gloucestershire). — Several 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  "  Trout "  four-mile 
stretch,  which  is  in  capital  trim.  Amongst  others 
who  have  been  out  are  Mr.  Creese  and  two  friends 
from  London,  Mr.  E.  T.  Edmonds,  of  Ealing,  Mr. 
Stuart  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Cunliffe.  During  Mr. 
Edmond's  ten  days'  stay  at  the  "  Trout  "  he  had  some 
capital  sport  with  pike,  returning  all  under  3Jlb.,  one 
of  91b.,  and  finishing  up  with  a  fish  of  15|:lb.  in  weight. 
Some  good  sport  has  also  been  had  with  roach  and 
perch,  which  are  now  in  prime  condition. — Ramblee. 

 (Streatley).  —  Water  in  first-class  condition  ; 

very  good  sport  among  the  pike ;  at  Pangbourne 
several  have  been  taken  ;  Mr.  G.  Ashley  took  a  fine  one 
on  Jan.  19  at  Hurst  Wood,  151b.  But,  lock  keeper, 
took  a  fine  eel  71b.,  also  a  pike  71b. — Horace  J. 
Gaedneb. 

  (Teddington). — Jack  and  perch  have  been 

feeding  well.  In  one  day  Mr.  George  Chapman  and 
Mr.  Jones  had  forty  perch,  sixteen  sizeable,  largest 
IJlb.,  also  three  jack,  four  dozen  roach  and  dace.  In 
two  and  a  half  hours,  Mr.  Coward  had  thirty  perch 
and  a  few  nice  roach  and  dace.  In  half  a  day  Mr. 
King  had  three  jack,  largest  61b.  In  two  hours  Mr. 
Sanders  had  two  jack.  In  one  day  Mr.  Mooton  had 
four  jack  and  seventeen  perch.  Mr.  Shepherd  had 
two  jack  weighing  101b.,  and  Mr.  Smith  had  three 
jack,  largest  51b.,  and  a  few  perch.  The  water  is  now 
in  fine  condition,  but  want  a  little  more  rain. — W. 
McBbide. 

  CWargrave). — On  Friday,  Jan.  17,  fishing  at 

Wargrave,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Slade  had  a  good  take 
of  pike,  seventeen  fish  weighing  821b.,  largest  fish 
8Jlb.  The  roach  have  also  been  feeding  well,  bags  up 
to  201b.  being  taken.  Water  now  in  good  condition 
for  all  round  fishing. — A.  W.  C. 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  still  remain  very 
good  for  winter  angling,  and  some  good  roach  are 
being  taken.  The  temperature  at  midday  is  about 
50  degrees. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  river  is 
showing  a  good  colour,  with  a  nice  stream.  Several 
pike  have  been  had,  but  not  over  large  ;  they  are  fast 
coming  up  into  the  shallows  by  the  locks  and  lodes.  I 
have  had  and  seen  several  this  week  showing  symptoms 
of  spawn,  which  is  early  for  this  river.  Roach  fishing 
is  only  followed  by  the  bait  catcher  with  yellow  paste, 
as  many  as  three  days  in  the  week,  thirty  to  fifty  fish 
a  rod,  only  a  few  over  Jib.  each,  the  reason  is  they  are 
not  tried  for  so  much  as  baits.  Dace  are  also  showing, 
in  spawn ;  this  forward  season  seems  to  upset  all 
angling  expectations  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fish. — 
John  O.  Geoec4e,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Serwent  '  (Malton,  Yorks.). — After  the  recent 
heavy  floods  the  river  is  now  (Jan.  20)  in  first-rate 
fishing  order.  Some  nice  baskets  of  roach  (including 
some  splendid  fish  up  to  Ijlb.)  were  taken  down  the 
river  by  Kirkham  Abbey,  chiefly  on  worm.  The  water 
is  in  fine  order  for  pike. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — There  have  been  some 
pike  caught  in  the  river  at  Exwick  and  Bailer's 
Bridge  by  Messrs.  Stead,  Collins,  and  Hawkins, 
averaging  about  31b.,  but  in  the  canal  the  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  usual  standard.  At  Mr.  Mock's 
noted  shop  in  Martin's  Lane  last  week  much 
interest  and  curiosity  was  excited  by  the  display 
on  their  marble  fish  slab  of  a  baby  shark,  and  a  sea 
fish  known  as  "  the  angler  "  ;  the  latter  was  a  good 


specimen  uninjured,  and  many  for  the  first  time  saw 
this  unique  specimen  where  it  was  exhibited  to  best 
advantage.  Weather  now  very  warm  and  mild  with 
river  in  good  order  ;  both  pike  and  roach  anglers  should 
therefore  distinguish  themselves. — Red  Palmer.' 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 
Looking  at  things  as  a  whole,  angling  for  this  season 
is  very  good.  Now  and  again  the  waters  are  out  of 
condition,  either  through  frost  or  fulness  :  but  after 
all  there  have  been  many  days  when  sport  has  been 
really  good.  Those  who  have  enjoyed  the  sport  have 
been  mostly  local  men,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  get 
to  know  really  what  have  been  the  results.  Now  and 
again  we  hear  of  a  good  capture,  either  a  decent  catch 
of  roach  or  a  pike  or  two  of  decent  proportions. 
Roach  takes  have  run  to  101b.  to  151b.,  and  the  best 
pike  to  about  81b. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Angling  has  been 
quiet  on  the  Idle  and  its  tributary  waters  chiefly 
because  they  have  been  bank  full,  but  they  are  now 
running  down  fast,  and  it  is  likely  that  better  sport 
will  be  experienced  at  the  week  end  than  has  been  the 
case  so  far  this  week.  I  understand  the  new  club  has 
done  very  well  in  the  way  of  membership.  One  of  its 
main  objects  I  believe  is  to  cultivate  trout  and 
grayling. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade). — But  little  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the 
very  extraordinary  weather.  We  have  had  compara- 
tively mild  sunny  days  succeeded  by  sharp  frosty 
nights,  putting  fish  clean  off  feeding.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday) it  is  quite  springlike.  If  such  weather 
continues,  and  we  get  no  sharp  frosts  at  night, 
prospects  are  bright  for  the  week  end.  The  water  is 
a  nice  colour  but  clearing  a  bit.  Roachers  must  use 
the  finest  tackle  to  stand  a  good  chance  of  success. — 
Kingfisher. 

Lea. — The  river  has  cleared  considerably,  and  while 
roach  anglers  could  do  with  more  colour  in  the  water 
it  is  in  nice  order  for  pike  fishing.  Sport  has  not  been 
so  good  during  the  past  week,  but  here  and  there  roach 
of  excellent  size  have  been  obtained.  In  an  upper 
reach  one  angler  with  breadcrust  took  among  other 
roach  six  scaling  over  lib.  each,  and  in  the  Ware 
waters  another  angler  has  accounted  for  between  81b. 
and  91b.  of  roach.  The  Broxbourne,  Waltham,  Rye 
House,  and  Hertford  waters  should  yield  some  good 
sport,  especially  after  another  fall  of  rain,  which  is 
wanted  in  the  interests  of  roach  anglers.  A  good 
many  pike  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  I  have  no 
notable  captures  to  record  this  week.  Chub  ought  to 
be  worth  a  trial  now  in  the  streamy  backwaters, — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Iiittle  Ouse  (Brandon,  SujfFolk). — The  river  is 
in  fairly  good  condition,  and  there  has  been  some 
more  good  catches  of  pike.  Mr.  Page,  of  the  Gresham 
Anglers,  caught  about  401b.  weight  on  Jan.  21,  the 
largest  weighing  12Jlb.,  6^1b.,  5Jlb.- eight  in  all; 
another  gentleman  caught  several,  the  largest  scaling 
81b.  Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  S.  Rolph, 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport. — A.  Rolph. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  'Waters). — The  keeper  reports  the  water  is 
now  in  fine  order,  and  those  anglers  who  have  taken 
advantage  of  it  have  had  excellent  sport  among  the 
pike  during  the  week.  The  .largest  fish  taken  was 
about  61b.  Roach  are  not  feeding  quite  so  freely,  but 
those  that  were  landed  have  been  fine  fish. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  streams 
are  now  running  in  better  order  for  angling  than  they 
have  been  for  some  time,  they  having  cleared  and  gone 
down,  and  are  a  nice  level  and  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  mild  and  more 
like  spring,  and  the  fish  have  begun  to  rise  better  than 
they  have  for  some  time.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk 
as  yet,  but  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out  on 
the  rivers,  and  some  nice  grayling  have  been  landed 
with  the  fly.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  good 
sport  had  with  the  fly,  worm,  or  grasshopper.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Fovourable  conditions 
and  milder  weather  have  prevailed  for  the  past  week, 
and  the  very  desirable  change  caused  our  anglers  to 
turn  out,  with  the  result  that  some  good  sport  was 
had.  Some  excellent  pike  fishing  was  indulged  in, 
and  the  results  were  satisfactory,  two  fine  specimens 
having  been  captured.  Mr.  G.  Smith,  Peterborough, 
caught  one  weighing  151b.  near  the  boat-yard,  Peter- 
borough Bridge,  and  Mr.  Sexton,  also  of  Peterborough, 
secured  a  fine  one  of  15 Jib.  near  Alwalton  on  Jan.  16 
and  20.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— Water  here  continues 
in  first-class  condition  for  all  round  angling,  one 
gentleman  getting  five  nice  fish  on  Jan,  19  and  another 
two,  largest  7^1b. ;  it  has  also  been  a  very  good  week 
for  roach,  several  going  close  upon  21b.  having  been 
taken,  and  all  with  worms  in  the  deep  water  below  the 
ferry,  in  fact  nothing  of  any  size  would  look  at  other 
bait,  'although  some  old  and  very  knowing  anglers  were 
tempting  them  with  every  delicacy  (gentles,  wheat, 
paste,  etc.)  on  Jan.  22.  Mr.  Whildock  has  taken  several 
jack,  largest  91b.— A.  Scard. 

 (Huntingdon). — Water  now  in  excellent  con- 


dition, fish  feeding  freely,  pike  particularly,  but  the 
majority  of  them  are  running  very  small.  I'rospects 
very  good.— C.  A.  Bryant. 

Pljrmouth. — There  has  been  plenty  of  water  in 
the  rivers  all  the  winter,  and  the  fish  have  had  good 
opportunities  of  spawning,  and  if  the  water  holds  out, 
as  there  is  every  probability  of  its  doing,  the  kclts 
will  be  able  to  go  to  sea.  Our  season  does  not  com- 
mence until  March  1. — W.  Heardek. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Very  few  pike  have  been 
caught  in  the  river  of  late,  but  the  pools  have  yielded 
some  fine  specimens  of  noteworthy  size.  Mr.  Harris, 
of  Prankwell,  is  reported  to  have  caught  some 
good  pike  at  Shelton.  Hoach  fishing  is  just  now 
excellent.  The  ferryman  at  Cherry  Orchard 
boat  has  been  daily  enjoying  capital  sport  in  the 
Severn  among  these  fish.  Some  fine  salmon  have 
recently  ascended  Cound  brook  and  doubtless  deposited 
their  spawn.  One  fish  was  seen  by  your  correspondent 
lying  dead  in  shallow  water,  a  piece  having  been  eaten 
out  of  its  neck  presumably  by  an  otter. — Hakhen. 

Severn,  'Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Idanymy- 
nech). — We  have  had  very  little  rain  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood during  the  past  week,  so  that  these  rivers  are 
again  approaching  their  ordinary  level,  and  with  the 
snow-water  all  run  off  they  are  in  good  condition  for 
angling ;  with  the  very  mild  atmosphere,  more  resem- 
bling the  end  of  April  than  the  latter  part  of  January, 
anglers  have  not  much  at  present  to  complain  of,  and 
as  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish  are  plentiful  in 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  some  good  sport  is  being 
had,  but  no  exceptional  takes  are  recorded.  The  close 
time  for  salmon  expires  at  the  end  of  next  week,  but 
very  few  indeed  of  these  fish  have  as  yet  been  observed 
in  these  rivers. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  weather  is  stil 
very  open,  and  the  water  clear,  and  fishing  during  the 
past  week  has  been  very  slow.  A  few  small  jack  have 
been  taken  and  some  small  bags  of  roach,  but  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  specimen  fish  being  captured.  The 
weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  very  mild,  with  some 
signs  of  rain,  which  in  this  district  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  anglers.  Messrs.  Selby  and  Hatton, 
fishing  the  Tannery  swim  to-day  (Wednesday),  had 
some  few  decent  roach  up  to  IJlb.  each. — W.  T.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Biivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Strange 
it  is  that  pike  are  not  feeding  in  the  Ouse,  when  sport 
has  been  had  in  other  waters .  The  weather  and  water 
are  favourable,  and  pike  will  doubtless  come  on  with  a 
rush  later  on.  Mr.  McFarlane  has  taken  five  nice 
chub  of  from  21b.  to  2Jlb.  from  the  Ouse  at  Baroombe 
Mills.  The  Sofield  portion  of  the  river  holds  some 
large  fish.  Messrs.  Durrant,  Catt,  and  Saunders  have 
been  successful  among  the  roach  at  Lewes  during  the 
small  tides,  some  few  fish  ranging  from  lib.  to 
lib.  lOoz.  The  Adur  and  Cuckmere  are  not  affording 
sport  at  present.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  excel- 
lent order.  A  perch  of  21b.  was  captured  with  live 
bait  on  Monday,  Jan.  20,  and  pike  up  to  41b.  have 
been  taken  with  gorge  bait.  The  water,  one  of  the 
best  pike  waters  in  the  south,  has  sadly  deteriorated 
in  the  last  few  years.  When  fish  of  lib.  and  under 
are  ruthlessly  slaughtered  with  live  gorge  we  cannot 
expect  to  find  heavy  fish  as  of  yore.  The  weather  is 
dull,  with  every  sign  of  rain, — George  F,  Salter, 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
gone  down  and  has  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital 
order  for  fishing ;  all  the  snow-water  has  run  out  of 
it,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  inclined  to  feed  and 
have  been  moving  better ;  the  grayling  are  rising 
between  11  a.m.  and  2  p,m,  at  the  fly.  The  weather 
has  been  very  changeable ;  a  strong  gale  of  wind 
blew  over  the  district  on  Monday  (Jan.  20),  and 
on  Tuesday  (Jan,  21)  the  weather  was  beautiful 
and  fine,  a»d  more  like  summer  than  winter. 
Angling  has  not  been  brisk  of  late.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  and  they  have  tried  fly,  worm, 
and  maggot.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good, 
but  this  old  way  of  fishing  is  apparently  dying 
out,  and  you  very  seldom  see  anyone  using  it,  but  it  is 
a  sure  killer,  and  the  anglers  of  the  old  days,  if  they 
wanted  to  be  sure  of  some  grayling,  always  used  grass- 
hopper with  a  maggot  on  the  hook.  Pike  fishing  has 
not  been  brisk,  but  they  have  been  tried  for  with  live 
bait.  A  few  grayling  and  coarse  fish  have  been  landed 
this  week.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  cleared  and  gone  down  and  are  in  order,  but  little 
done  in  them  until  trout-fishing  season  begins. — S. 
Ludlow, 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

run  down  and  clear  of  snow  water,  and  is  a  nice  level, 
and  clear,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  now  turned  beautiful  and  line,  and  more 
like  spring  than  winter,  and  the  fish  have  been  more 
on  the  move ;  grayling  are  rising  better  at  midday, 
and  there  is  even.'  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being 
had.  .\ngling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  there  has  been 
a  few  rods  out,  and  used  fly  and  bottom  baits ; 
several  nice  fish  have  been  landed,  and  the  late  flood 
has  greatly  improved  the  water  in  this  part,  and 
prospects  are  good. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark), — The  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  bottom  fishing,  and  wonns  have  been  the 
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successful  lure  for  roach  and  chub,  and  some  nice 
specimens  have  been  shown  at  the  club  room.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  A.  Berry  had  ten,  best  reaching  31b.  7Joz. 
and  on  Jan.  18  Mr.  R.  Kirton  bagged  a  fair  sample  up 
to  21b.  weight.  Of  the  roach  Mr.  T.  C.  Lees  and  Mr. 
E.  Bentley  came  out  well,  their  best  reaching  lib.  4|oz., 
ten  shots,  and  lib.  3Joz.  eight  shots,  respectively. 
Messrs.  Corner,  Plackett,  and  Markwell  have  taken 
some  nice  dace,  and  Sergt. -Major  Waddington  a  lot  of 
bleak  on  Jan.  22.  Pike  fishing  has  not  been  so 
proiitable,  though  there  are  still  fish  to  be  seen 
moving. — Trentsideh. 

Way  (Woking).  —Water  in  excellent  condition, 
and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  among  the  chub 
and  roach,  also  a  few  nice  pike  have  been  taken. — 
Wayside  Wanderer. 

Witham.  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
The  Witham  is  attracting  more  visitors  this  winter 
than  is  usually  the  case — ^indecd,  the  various  resorts 
between  Bardney  and  Boston  have  accounted  for  the 
fact,  and  very  few  have  found  the  Journey  a  fruitless 
one.  Between  Bardney  and  Southrey  roach  captures 
have  been  numerous,  and  the  fish  have  been 
very  fine.  Many  have  scaled  lib.  each,  and  the  best 
have  run  to  Ijlb.  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  and  Tatters- 
hall  have  also  produced  good  experiences.  With 
regard  to  the  tributaries  Sincil  Dyke,  Old  Barling, 
and  the  Bain  have  all  yielded  well,  particularly  as 
regards  roach.  Maggots  have  done  best  on  the  Bain, 
whilst  dew  worins  have  been  chiefly  used  on  the  main 
river.  Roach  takes  of  101b.,  161b.,  and  as  much  as 
301b.  have  been  reported,  Best  takes  have  come  from 
near  Conningsby.  Pike  fishing  has  been  remarkably 
good,  particularly  about  Tattershall.  One  gentleman 
got  five,  his  three  best  scaling  281b.  Two  visitors  from 
Sheffield  took  eighteen  fish,  the  best  scaling  91b.  A 
fish  of  111b.  was  caught  near  Bardney.  Water  is 
running  down,  and  captures  will  be  considerable  unless 
there  is  a  change  in  the  weather. — Lrci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd.  Berwent,  Ouse 
&c.  (Yorks).  —  Abnormally  mild  weather  for  the 
time  of  year  has  prevailed  during  the  past  few  days, 
therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  grayling  fishing  has 
fallen  off,  and  anglers  fail  to  tempt  many  fish  with 
either  worm  or  maggot.  With  a  temperature  of  52°  in 
the  shade  it  is  only  natural  that  the  latter  bait  should 
be  taken  for  preference,  and  if  the  present  conditions 
continue  I  intend  trying  the  fly  when  the  Yore  clears, 
for  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  rather  thick.  I  saw 
many  Needle  Brosros  and  a  few  Duns  flitting  about  to- 
day (Wednesday).  We  had  a  nice  freshet  down  the  Yore 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  21 ;  prior  to  that  some  nice  perch  were 
caught  in  the  lower  waters,  and  I  had  half-a-dozen  on 
Monday,  the  largest  weighing  over  lib.  A  few  pike 
have  been  captured,  but  they  have  not  been  remarkable. 
Mr.  Lewiu,  Mr.  H.  Garyle,  and  other  anglers,  have 
had  fair  sport  with  the  grayling  in  the  Middleham 
district,  the  first-named  getting  a  beautiful  fish  of 
a  little  over  lib. ;  he  had  broken  another  angler  the 
day  previously,  and  was  caught  with  the  hook  and 
part  of  the  cast  in  his  jaw.  Some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ripon, 
Mr.  J.  Atmon  one  day  basketing  twenty-nine  gray- 
ling on  one  occasion,  besides  returning  a  number 
of  undersized  fish.  Roach,  etc.,  have  been  caught  in 
fair  numbers  at  Boroughbridge,  and  pike  and 
perch  have  been  on  the  feed  at  Myton  on  Swale, 
and  at  Morton ;  also  at  Cattrick  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  with  grayling.  Amongst  grayling 
and  dace  two  Nothallerton  anglers  basketed  twelve 
brace  of  fish  on  Saturday.  This  river  is  now 
in  nice  angling  trim,  and  so  are  its  tributary 
streams,  notably  the  Wiske  and  Bedale  Beck. 
Sport  has  varied  up  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  and 
Lower  Rye.  Grayling  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  first-named  river,  from  .Appletreewick  down  as  far 
as  Ilkley  Bridge,  has  varied  during  the  last  few  days. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Burnsall  length, 
and  some  tine  baskets,  ranging  from  six  to  ten  brace, 
have  been  had  daily,  but  on  the  Ilkley  length 
sport  has  not  been  so  good,  the  host  basket  being  one 
of  eight  fish.  The  best  baits  have  been  the  maggot 
and  the  little  red  or  cockspur  worm.  The  most  suc- 
cessful rodsters  have  been  Messrs.  Kirk,  Gulross, 
Goldthorpe,  and  Leach.  In  the  districts  from  Otley 
and  Harewood  Bridge  very  few  rods  have  been  out, 
but  below  several  anglers  have  had  fair  sport 
amongst  the  pike  and  perch,  several  nice  fish 
have  been  landed.  Good  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and 
grayling  have  been  taken  below  Wetherby  and  Boston 
Spa,  the  fish  being  in  exceedingly  fine  condition.  At 
UUeskelf  pike  have  been  feeding  well,  one  angler 
securing  a  splendid  one  weighing  121b.  whilst  others 
have  been  landed  from  81b.  to  Gib.  each.  The 
most  successful  anglers  have  been  Messrs.  Ham- 
mond and  Green.  The  Derwent  and  Rye  has 
been  in  fair  volume  and  condition.  Grayling 
fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  and  angling  for 
roach  and  dace  in  the  lower  lengths  have  afforded  fair 
sport  to  a  number  of  rodsters.  From  Leeds,  York, 
and  Malton  the  best  takes  of  fish  are  reported  by 
Messrs.  Foerster,  Grimshaw,  and  Hope.  —  John  E. 
Mn.LEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— Early  next  month  the 
rod  and  net  fishing  on  the  river  Deveron  and  adjacent 
coast  opens  for  the  season.  The  spawning  season, 
which  is  now  almost  at  a  close,  has  been  one  of  the 
best  of  recent  years.  There  has  been  a  large  number 
of  fish,  many  of  them  of  large  size,  on  the  beds, 
more  especially  in  the  lower  sections  of  the  river, 
which  were  well  stocked.  Although  the  water  has  been 
pretty  high  by  rain  and  the  melting  of  snow  from  the 
hills,  there  has  been  no  heavy  spates  or  ice  to  disturb 
the  spawn  to  any  extent.  Since  the  removal  of  the 
Cruive  Dykes  disease  has  greatly  disappeared  and  very 
few  dead  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  river  during 
the  winter.  As  far  as  can  be  seen  there  is  a  fair 
appearance  of  clean  fish  in  the  pools,  and  if  the 
weather  and  water  prove  favouraljle  the  prospects 
for  both  rod  and  net  fishing  are  of  the  brightest 
character.  The  number  of  fish  killed  last  season 
with  the  rod  was  not  so  large  as  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  total  for  season  1901  was  about  900  fish, 
while  that  of  1900  was  1100.  The  principal  cause 
attributed  to  the  falling  off  of  the  catch  of  the  past 
season  was  the  low  state  of  the  river  during  the 
summer  months.  For  successful  summer  fishing  an 
occasional  spate  is  necessary,  and  during  the  whole  of 
the  summer  the  river  was  not  in  flood  ;  in  fact,  the 
water  was  the  lowest  experienced  since  the  year  1868. 
The  trout  fishing  on  the  Deveron  is  generally  good, 
and  begins  early.  In  March  good  baskets  are  got, 
and  the  following  month,  April,  is  considered  the  best 
month  of  the  season.  Of  course,  it  is  the  month  of 
April  before  the  free  fishing  at  Huntly  starts. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Tay  (Xenmore). — The  opening  day,  Jan.  15, 
was  very  stormy,  otherwise  the  loch  would  fish  very 
well.  On  Jan.  17,  on  the  reserve  water,  the  Rev.  G. 
Mackay  killed  salmon,  161b.,  and  on  the  hotel  water, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan  killed  salmon,  261b. ;  18th,  on  the 
reserve  water,  Mr.  Maxton  Graham  killed  salmon,  221b., 
Mr.  Lawrie,  one  of  151b.,  and  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Sloan  killed  salmon,  161b. ;  20th,  on  the  reserve 
water,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon,  181b., 
and  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan  killed  salmon, 
181b. ;  21st,  Mr.  Wm.  Knight  killed  salmon,  141b.— 
Wm.  Knight. 

 ■   (Eillin),   N.B.  —  On    Jan.    16,   on  the 

Killin  Hotel  water,  Mrs.  Maisey  landed  a  salmon 
181b.,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight  had  one  of  161b.  On 
Jan.  17,  Mr.  C.  R.  Ure,  Glasgow,  had  one  of  171b., 
and  on  the  Loch  Tay  Hotel  water  Mr.  J.  C.  Jarrat, 
Glasgow,  had  one  of  271b.  On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Gordon, 
Glasgow,  had  one  of  251b.,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright, 
Glasgow,  had  one  of  261b.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Wright,  Glasgow,  had  one  of  231b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland.  —The  fine  open  weather 
at  present  being  experienced  all  over  the  north  is  most 
propitious  in  view  of  the  general  opening  of  the  season 
some  two  weeks  hence.  In  fact  better  prospects  have 
not  prevailed  for  many  years  back,  and,  bar  unfavour- 
able weather,  the  opening  is  certain  to  be  prolific  of 
good  sport  even  well  up  into  the  higher  reaches. 
Major  Davidson,  of  Dess,  has  let  his  house  and  fish- 
ings for  the  spring  months,  while  Mr.  Pilkington, 
Sandside,  Thurso,  has  taken  the  Upper  Blackball 
water  from  Mr.  Smith,  Feughside,  for  the  same  time, 
and  the  Messrs.  Meekin  the  Inchmarlo  and  Kinneskie 
waters,  in  addition  to  the  Upper  Durris  section.  On 
account  of  the  withdrawal  of  nets  from  two  of  the 
lower  Dee  stations,  more  angling  ground  is  now  avail- 
able, particulars  of  which  may  be  had  at  the  Sports- 
man's Depot,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen.  On  the  Don 
the  prospects  are  not  bright,  and  the  presence  of 
diseased  fish  in  considerable  numbers  somewhat 
alarming.  The  Deveron  is  in  fine  ply,  and  a  good 
opening  is  confidently  anticipated. 

Tay. — Since  the  opening  of  the  rod  fishing  season 
on  Jan.  15  the  Tay  and  its  tributaries  have,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  days  when  the  river  was  too 
high,  been  in  good  ply.  The  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  mild  and  almost  like  summer. 
From  Loch  Tay  downwards  the  river  is  alivo  with 
fish,  and  splendid  sport  is  being  got.  Not  for  many 
years  has  there  been  so  many  clean  fish  killed  in 
the  opening  week.  All  the  stretches  have  done  well. 
The  River  Tummel  is  also  doing  splendid.  Fish  are 
rising  freely  to  the  fly ;  one  or  two  have  been  got  with 
the  Phantom  and  gudgeon.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  new 
natural  bait  is  doing  better  than  any  of  the  others ;  a 
large  number  of  fish  have  been  killed  with  it.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  reported  since  the 
opening  : — River  Lyok. — Fishing  on  Fortingall  Hotel 


Trol  t  flies  for  coming  sea.son.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
i|uality  only,  on  fine  gnt,  Is.  6il.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  P'ly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  cust  niers' 
reiiuirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  (juality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4.1.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  MlLLKR 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers  Depdt,  19,  New  Htation- 
street.  Leeds.   Telesrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


water  on  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Philip  Geon,  London,  landed 
a  beautiful  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  21st  inst.  three 
salmon  of  20ilb,  171b.,  and  141b.  Mr.  Arnott,  of  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  had  also  on  Jan.  21  one  fish  of  181b. 
Fishing  Glenlyon  House  beat  on  Jan.  15,  Mr.  Hugh 
McLellan,  keeper,  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  On  Garth 
Castle  water  on  Jan.  21  Charles  Ford,  keeper,  landed 
a  very  nice  salmon  of  151b.  Major  Stewart  Robertson,  i 
fishing  on  Chesthill  beat  on  Jan.  19,  had  one  salmon  ^^ 
of  181b.,  and  on  Jan.  21  Mr.  Stewart  Menzies  ' 
landed  one  salmon  of  131b.  —  River  Tummel: 
Major  Waldron,  fishing  on  Easthaugh  boat,  killed  - 
five  fish  during  the  first  three  days.  Riveb 
Tay. — Fishing  Castle  Menzies  water  on  Jan.  21,  Sir 
Robert  Menzies  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Wood  landed  two 
beautiful  new  run  salmon,  weighing  181b.  and  171b. 
On  Killieohassi  beat  on  Jan.  17  Donald  Stewart, 
keeper,  caught  two  fresh  run  salmon,  weighing  211b. 
and  121b.,  and  on  Jan.  18  one  salmon,  181b.  Mr.  Alex 
Robertson,  Pernbank,  fishing  for  Mr.  Johnston, 
Dimross,  on  Edsadynate  water,  caught  on  Jan.  15  three 
salmon,  221b.,  191b.  and  151b.  Major  H.  J.  Penrith, 
on  Pitnacsee  beat,  two  salmon,  241b.  and  191b.  On 
Grandtully  Castle  water,  on  Jan.  15,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Fothringham,  Musthly  Castle,  one  salmon,  221b.,  and 
on  Pitcastle,  Major  Penrith,  one  salmon  of  181b. 
Several  gentlemen  out  from  Fiahers'  Hotel,  on 
Dunkeld  water,  landed  one  nice  newly-run  salmon  of 
161b.,  while  quite  a  number  of  kelts  were  landed, 
one  party  having  as  many  as  thirteen.  On 
Jan.  16,  the  Lord  Advocate's  keeper,  fishing  on 
Stenton  water,  landed  one  salmon  of  271b.  On 
Musthly  Castle  water,  Mr.  F.  R.  Taylor,  on  Jan.  15, 
killed  two  fish  of  201b.  and  341b  ;  on  Jan.  17,  three 
salmon,  weighing  161b.,  161b.,  and  201b.,  and  on  the 
following  dav  another  three,  weighing  91b.,  171b.,  and 
241b.  Fishing  Stobhall  beat  on  Jan.  16,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tudner  landed  one  salmon  of  141b. ;  on  Jan.  17  two 
fish,  201b.  and  191b.  ;  on  Jan.  18,  two,  of  241b.  and 
201b.  ;  and  on  Jan.  21,  three,  of  211b.,  191b.,  and 
171b.  Mr.  Sidney  Jones,  London,  fishing  Stanley 
water  on  Jan.  15,  landed  one  salmon  of  161b. 
Mr.  H.  Anderson,  Liverpool,  fishing  Benchill  water,  on 
Jan.  17,  killed  three  salmon  of  231b.,  181b.,  and  171b., 
and  on  Burnmouth  Stobhall  beat  the  following  day  one 
fish  of  211b.  Mr.  Fletcher,  fishing  on  Burnmouth 
beat  on  Jan.  15,  landed  two  fish  of  261b.  and  181b., 
besides  twenty  kclts.  Captain  J.  C.  Stringer,  fishing 
Cargill  water  on  Jan.  15,  had  one  fine  salmon  of  181b. 
Fishing  on  Redgorton  water  on  Jan.  15  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
landed  six  fish,  four  of  them  kelts,  one  clean  fish  of 
201b.,  and  a  "  rawner."  He  also  lost  a  clean  fish  at 
the  gaffing.  The  keeper,  fishing  the  same  water  during 
the  three  following  days,  landed  five  fish  of  17§lb., 
201b.,  201b.,  201b.,  and  231b.  A  bank  angler,  fishing  at 
Walkmill  Ferry,  killed  eight  whitling.  The  whitling 
were  rising  freely  to  salmon  flies.  Mr.  Armstrong  got 
a  beautiful  clean  fish  on  the  free  water  at  Perth 
opposite  the  North  Inch  on  Jan.  22  ;  it  weighed  201b. 
The  river  is  at  present  in  perfect  order. — A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers  Association — of  which  Major-General 
Sir  Frederick  Carrington,  K.C.B.,  is  the  president — 
will  be  held  next  month.  Next  month  the  Association 
purposes  to  set  about  the  extirpation  of  pike  and  other 
coarse  fish  from  the  lakes  it  recently  acquired  in 
County  Down.  There  is  no  coar-ie  fishing  worth 
reporting.  Several  anglers  were  out  lately  on  Lough 
Arne,  but  did  little. — J.  A.  B. 

Corri'b  (Galway). — The  season  of  1902  opens  on 
the  Corrib  on  Feb.  1.  The  river  will  be  fished  under 
the  same  conditions  as  last  year,  namely — seven  rods 
will  be  let  for  the  whole  season,  one  additional  rod 
reserved  to  the  owner,  and  rods,  in  exceptionally  good 
water  may  be  raised  to  nine  if  seven  whole  season  rods 
be  not  taken  up.  The  terms  for  whole  season 
(February  to  September)  rods  are  sixty  guineas,  half 
season  (February-May  and  June-Saptcmber)  rods 
thirty-five  guineas  each.  Monthly  and  day  rods 
according  to  the  period  of  the  season.  The  past 
spawning  season  was  a  good  one,  and  the  general 
prospects  arc  considered  fair. — J.  A.  B. 

County  Cork  Rivers. — On  Feb.  1  the  rivers 
entering  the  sea  between  Ballycotton  and  Barry's 
Head  open  for  angling  ;  these  include  the  Lee  and  its 
tributaries.  The  past  spawning  season  on  the  Lee 
was  a  great  success,  and,  as  already  recorded  in  these 
notes,  poaching  was  kept  well  within  bounds  and 
some  sharp  penalties  wore  inflicted.  At  Coachford 
petty  sessions  this  week  Patrick  Callaghan  was  fined 
£2  for  disturbing  salmon  in  the  Chimney  Pool  of  the 
Lee.  The  Bandon,  Argedeen,  and  their  tributaries 
open  on  Feb.  15.— J.  A.  B. 

Brne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (co.  Donegal). — 
The  past  spawning  season  has  been  attended  with 
success  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Erne  and  Bundrowes, 
and  a  better  and  larger  stock  of  fish  has  been  on  the 
spawning  grounds  of  the  rivers ;  the  water  has  kept 
very  high  during  the  spawning  operations,  which 
prevented  poaching;  however,  this  was  not  attempted. 
The  angling  season  opens  on  the  Bundrowes  River  on 
Feb.  1.    The  river  is  now  in  Hood,  and  has  been  sq 
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onstantly  for  the  last  two  months.  Anglers  are 
etting  tackle  ready  for  the  opeuing  day,  and  several 
resh-run  salinou  are  in  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and 
;oNS. 

Kerry  Rivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  are  in  good 
d-der,  and  spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  the  earlier 
iraters,  though  not  in  big  numbers  anywhere  so  far. 
:!he  outlook  for  the  earlier  waters,  where  angling 
.pens  on  Feb.  1,  are  rather  bright  at  time  of  writing. 
Veather  very  favourable  for  ascending  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Killaruey. — Netting  opened  on  Jan.  IG,  but  the 
,akes  have  not  been  good  so  far.  The  prospects  for 
,he  angling  season  now  close  at  hand  are  rather  bright, 
it  present  the  waters  are  all  in  good  order,  and  will 
)ro'bably  continue  so  until  the  commencement  of  the 
;pring  season. — T.  J.  D. 

Longli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Vngling  opens  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects  are 
)rightemng  at  time  of  writing.  The  water  is  in  nice 
)rder,  but  spring  salmon  do  not  appear  to  be  coming 
ip  very  freely  at  present.  On  the  whole,  however,  the 
)Utlook  is  reassuring. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Iioup-hs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
nayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opens  here  on 
?eb.  1,  and'  if  the  weather  continues  as  fine  as  at 
present  the  river  will  be  in  excellent  order.  Not  one 
iase  of  poaching  recorded  during  the  close  season.— 

?*AT  HeARNES. 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
lides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  31 : — 


Sat. 

Sun. 

1 

Mon. 

rues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Kri. 

25th 

20th 

27tli  1 

28  Ih 

29th 

30th 

31st 

Scarborough  

a.m. 

4.55 

5.36 

6.15 

6.55 

7.35 

8.15 

8.56 

p.m. 

5.16 

5.56 

6.35 

7.15 

7.55 

8.35 

9.19 

a.m. 

9.57 

10.37 

11.16 

11.54 

0.13 

0.49 

1.28 

p.m. 

10.15 

10.57 

11.35 

0.31 

1.  8 

1.51 

a.m. 

10.39 

11.19 

11.58 

0.17 

0..55 

1.31 

2.10 

p.m. 

10.57 

11.39 

0.36 

1.18 

1.50 

2.33 

a.m. 
p.m. 

11.27 
11.45 



0.  7 

0.27 
0.40 

1.  5 
0.24 

0.45 
2.  0 

2.19 
2.3S 

2.68 
3.21 

larwich  

a.m. 

0.26 

1.12 

1..54 

2.35 

3  11 

3.47 

4.23 

p.m. 

0.49 

1.33 

2.15 

2.53 

3.29 

4.  5 

4.43 

Biirnham-on- 

a.m. 

0.37 

1.23 

2.  5 

2.46 

3.22 

3.58 

4.34 

Crouch  

p.m. 

1.  0 

1.44 

2.20 

3.  4 

3.40 

4. 16 

4.54 

Southend,  Sheer- 

a.m. 

1.19 

2.  3 

2.43 

3.21 

3.58 

4.35 

5.14 

iieas  and  Leigh... 

p.m. 

1.41 

2.24 

3.  2 

3.40 

4.16 

4.54 

5.35 

Margate,  B'dstairs, 

a.m. 

0.22 

1.  6 

1.46 

2.24 

3.  1 

3. 38 

4.17 

and  Kamsgate ... 

p.m. 

0.44 

1.27 

2.  5 

2.43 

3.19 

3.57 

4.38 

Oeal  and  Dover  ... 

:a.m. 
p.m. 

11.57 

0.20 
0.42 

1.  4 

1.25 

1.45 
2.  4 

2.23 
2.41 

2.59 
3.17 

3.36 
3.57 

fa.m. 

11.41 

0.  4 

0.48 

1.29 

2.  7 

2.43 

3.20 

p.m. 

0.26 

1.  9 

1.48 

2.25 

3.  1 

3.41 

Eastbourne  and 

'a.m. 

0.30 

1  14 

1.55 

2.33 

3.  9 

3.46 

Brighton   

p.m. 

0.  7 

0.52 

1.35 

2.14 

2.51 

3.27 

4.  7 

Newhaven  

;a.m. 
p.m. 

0.10 

0.30 
0.49 

1.  7 
1.26 

1.44 
2.  2 

2.21 
2.39 

2.57 
3. 16 

3.37 
4.  0 

Shoreham  and 

ra.m. 

0.48 

1.32 

2.13 

2.51 

3.27 

4.  3 

Southwick  

p.m. 

0.24 

1.10 

1.52 

2.32 

3.  9 

3.48 

4.25 

Portsmouth  and 

fa.m. 

0.10 

0.55 

1.37 

2.14 

2.51 

3.27 

4.  4 

Hayling  Island 

;p.m. 

0.33 

1.17 

1.56 

2.33 

3.  9 

3.45 

4.26 

ra.m. 

6.42 

7.24 

8.  1 

8.37 

9.11 

9.45 

10.22 

Plymouth   

[p.m. 

7.  4 

7.43 

8.19 

8.54 

9.28 

10.  3 

10.43 

Ballycotton. — Sea  angling  has  been  suspended 
here.  The  weather  is  once  more  favourable,  and  as 
the  fish  are  reckoned  numerous  good  sport  should  be 
had  whenever  anglers  go  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.' — We  had  a  very  calm  sea  on  Jan.  18 
and  19.  On  the  18th  about  a  dozen  boats  were  off 
about  a  mile  from  the  Kemp  Town  shore,  and  about  the 
same  number  on  the  latter  date  after  silver  whiting, 
etc.  On  the  20th  the  wind  went  round  from  N.E. 
to  the  west,  and  a  choppy  sea  on. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crowch). — We  have  had 
but  very  few  visiting  anglers  down  the  past  few  weeks, 
but  those  who  did  come  caught  a  few  very  good  dabs. 
One  angler  came  down  on  Jan.  19  and  fished  the  Ness 
Hole  and  caught  eight  very  good  dabs  and  two  whiting. 
I  heard  of  another  angler  who  fished  opposite  the  quay 
having  two  dozen  fish,  but  I  did  not  see  them.  The 
tides  will  not  be  suitable  on  Jan.  26. — J.  Wbight. 

Deal. — On  Jan.  16  and  17,  the  weather  fine,  water 
smooth  and  clear ;  fair  takes  of  fish  landed  by  boats 
going  out  early  morn  fishing.  Jan.  18. — Wind  north- 
erly, light,  and  water  smooth  ;  good  takes  landed.  Mr. 
Wood  and  friend  lauded  with  210  fine  whiting, 
ten  fine  dabs,  and  one  plaice.  Jan.  19. — Wind  N.W., 
fine,  and  water  smooth ;  fair  takes  of  fish  landed. 
Mr.  Nunn  landed  with  four  score  nice  whiting,  and 
four  fine  dabs ;  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ball  four  score ; 
Mr.  Wood  and  friend  six  score  and  a  half  whiting,  and 
one  dab.  Jan.  20. — Wind  westerly,  freah  ;  fair  takes  of 
fish  landfd  all  round.  Jan.  21. — Wind  westerly,  fine, 
sun  shining  brightly,  and  good  takes  of  fish  landed. 
Jan.  22.  -  Wind  westerly,  fine  and  warm  ;  good  takes 
of  fish  l.inded  all  round  by  rod  and  line,  also  some 
fair  tak^  s  of  sprats ;  with  the  winds  continuing  from 
the  weiterly  direction  sport  should  continue.  — 
Edwabd  Hangeb  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach- 
street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Poor  results  have  been  ob- 
tained by  pier  anglers  during  the  present  week,  espe- 


cially by  daylight,  and  the  general  run  of  the  whiting 
taken  has  been  small.  A  few  large  dabs  were  caught 
at  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  those  recently  to 
hand  have  run  small.  Our  only  angling  visitors  on 
Jan.  19  were  Messrs.  Dryden,  Clark,  and 
Cameron.  The  latter  gentleman  fished  the  whole 
night  through  on  Saturday  and  also  the  entire 
following  day  with  very  indifferent  success.  Mr. 
Waddell  and  Mr.  Glen  were  very  successful  on  Jan.  19 
with  codling  and  whiting.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  Swan, 
Maitland,  and  Ashdowne  realised  fair  sport  in  the 
forenoon,  one  rod  accounting  for  twenty-four  fish,  and 
at  night  Mr.  Browne  and  Mr.  Bushnell  did  very  well. 
Tuesday  witnessed  some  fair  catches  of  small  whiting. 
Mrs.  Hussey  and  Messrs.  Harding,  Cocks,  Boulton, 
Bendella,  and  Boswell  each  making  a  fair  return.  Mr. 
Christopherson  took  premier  honours,  at  night  landing 
four  codling,  largest  3Jlb.,  and  a  few  whiting.  Scarcely 
a  sizeable  fish  came  to  hand  on  Wednesday,  though 
large  numbers  of  tiny  ones  were  in  evidence,  and  no 
one  except  Mr.  Bullock  wetted  a  line  in  the  afternoon. 
 J.  RlCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  fishing  this  week  has  been  better 
than  last,  the  weather  has  been  finer  and  the  sea 
smooth.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  cliarge  of  dynamite 
that  was  thrown  amongst  the  mullet  last  week  has 
frightened  them  away ;  wp  shall  have  to  take  steps  to 
punish  any  future  offenders.  Some  small  school  bass 
are  being  taken  from  the  piers  at  Richmond  Walk 
with  paternoster  and  rod,  and  there  is  plenty  of  smelt 
to  be  caught  at  Millbay  Docks,  and  also  from  the  piers 
in  Sutton  Harbour.  Some  fine  flat-fish  taken  on 
ground  ledgers  on  the  mud  flats  off  the  Hoe  have  made 
a  slight  change  from  pier  fishing  with  rods.  Some 
large  pouting  are  to  be  found  in  the  usual  pits  in  the 
Sound.  Wo  arc  expecting  the  spring  pollack  daily. — 
W.  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  much  improved,  but 
few  anglers  have  been  out.  Mr.  Tanton  has  had  some 
sport  with  bass  and  pollack  on  the  16th  from  the 
steamer  landing-stage  on  the  East  Pier;  he  had  nearly 
three  score  and  a  half,  but  the  fish  did  not  run  large, 
only  a  small  proportion  going  over  the  pound.  Weather 
warmer,  with  indications  of  rain. — -Grey  Mullet. 

Weymouth. — There  has  been  a  slight  improvement 
in  the  fishing  during  the  past  week.  At  the  breakwater 
a  considerable  number  of  pollack  and  whiting  have 
been  taken,  some  of  them  scaling  from  21b.  to  41b.  each. 
In  the  harbour  not  much  has  been  done  in  daytime, 
but  at  night  successful  takes  of  bass  have  been  had ; 
one  person  took  nine  dozen  and  seven,  and  others  had 
similar  quantities.  The  water  at  present  is  rather  too 
clear  for  good  fishing,  and  the  tides  very  low. — Sea 
Bream. 


Jingling  ^Ulures. 

January  26. 

Brompton  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

Clifton:  Outing. 

Kingston  :  Roach  competition. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

Walham  Green  :  January  competition, 

Warwick  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Wenlock  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
January  27. 

Friendship  :  Visit. 
January  28. 

Gresham  :  Annual  meeting. 
January  29. 

Colebrook  :  Supper  and  concert. 

Eagle  :  Supper  and  concert. 
January  31. 

Kingston  Philanthropic  Society :  Smoking  Concert. 

Feb.  5.— B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook. 

„     5.— St.  John's:  Visit. 

„     9.— Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Henley. 

10. — St.  George  and  Dragon  :  Annual  concert. 


VORA.CITY  OF  THE  PIKE. 

The  following  letter  appears  in  Cornwall  Simeon's 
"  Stray  Notes  "  :— 

"  My  Dear  H. — You  ask  me  about  the  pike  who 
choked  himself  to  death  and  was  survived  by  his 
dinner.  One  day,  some  years  ago,  I  was  fishing  from 
my  punt  on  the  Mere,  and  saw  something  moving 
oddly  about  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water  a 
few  yards  off.  I  paddled  up,  and  found  a  carp  of 
about  21b.  weight  swimming  blindly  round  and  round 
with  a  pike  on  his  nose.    Tne  pike  was  dead  and  limp 

 several  leeches  had  already  fastened  upon  him— but 

the  carp  could  not  shake  or  rub  him  off,  the  pike's 
teeth  turning  inwards  and  entering  deeper  the  more 
the  carp  withdrew.  I  took  them  both  into  the  boat, 
and  released  the  carp.  After  measuring  him  and 
finding  him  considerably  bigger  than  the  pike,  I  put 
him  into  the  water  again  and  he  swam  off  with  a  light 
heart,  but  a  very  sore  nose. — Yours  truly, 

^'  Habby  Jones. 

"  Bartonmere,  Suffolk," 


^!5oociations 

(Si'KciAL  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

For  account  of  Delegate  Meeting,  see  p.  CO. 
CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION— 

The  return  visit  on  this  list  will  go  to  the  Friend- 
ship Angling  Association  held  at  the  White  Bear, 
Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  Goswell-road,  on 
Jan.  27.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  has  promised  to  preside 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  will  occupy  the  vice-chair. — W. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  John  Handley  in  the  chair, 
the  usual  reports  from  agents  and  members  were 
received.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  read  a  paper,  "  A 
Famous  Fishery " — that  of  Torbay.  A  report 
of  this  paper  appears  on  p.  00.  Discussion 
ensued  upon  the  various  and  important  questions 
raised,  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Minohin,  and  Mr.  A.  W. 
Taylor  speaking  upon  the  subject.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Parker  was  passed  by  acclamation, 
and  the  chairman  announced  that  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  5,  a  paper  would  be  read  by  C.  II.  Cook  ("  John 
Bickerdyke  ")  upon  "  Several  Interesting  Fishing 
Questions." — W.  H.  W.  Gbove. 
Bolton  Asglebs'  Association.— 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  year  the  officers,  com- 
mittee, etc.,  were  elected.  Messrs.  Hill,  Flockhart, 
Fletcher,  Reader,  and  Hovvarth  will  (with  the  officers) 
form  the  committee.  Messrs.  Stevenson,  Riramer, 
Hill,  and  Foster  wore  appointed  representatives  to 
the  Northern  Anglers'  Association.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Redford  was  elected  an  honorary  life  member  of  the 
executive  of  the  association.  The  newly  elected 
president,  Mr.  W.  Rimmer,  offers  a  special  prize  for 
the  heaviest  single  fish  caught  in  the  river  Wyre  (in 
our  lengths),  to  any  member  during  this  year.  The 
association  is  still  on  the  increase,  four  new  clubs 
having  joined,  bringing  the  total  up  to  thirty-eight, 
which  will  probably  bring  the  membership  to 
over  1,100. 
Eagle  Angling  Society — 

The  next  concert  and  supper  will  be  held  on 
Jan.  29,  at  8  o'clock.    Tickets  may  be  had  of  the 
secretary  or  at  headquarters. — J.  G.  Dyer. 
Gresham  Angling  Society — 

At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
presided.  After  the  usual  business,  silver  medals 
were  awarded  for  the  leading  specimen  fish  captured 
and  reported  to  the  society  during  1901.  Messrs. 
Cron,  for  trout  of  41b.  14oz.  (fly)  ;  F.  A.  Gray,  for 
dace  of  14Joz.  ;  G.  R.  Scott,  for  perch  of  21b.  4oz.  ; 
F.  Page,  for  roach  of  21b.  2Joz. ;  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
for  barbel  of  41b.  9oz. ;  T.  B.  Fourmy,  for  Chesham 
trout  of  3lb. ;  F.  W.  Norman,  for  whiting  of  2Ib. 
8oz. ;  J.  H.  Barten,  for  skate  of  1201b.  8oz.  (taken 
with  rod  and  line) ;  S.  H.  Meyers,  for  pike  of  271b. 
OJoz.  ;  A  Zerfass,  for  sea  bream  of  31b.  lloz.  On 
Tuesday  next  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will 
be  held  at  8  p.m.  All  members  are  asked  to  bear 
this  in  mind. — J.  H.  Walker. 
Hearts  op  Oak — 

As  our  club  has  ceased  to  exist,  this  is  to  give 
notice  that  any  clubs  wishing  a  good  showcase  and 
a  few  good  stuffed  fish  should  kindly  send  us  an 
offer  or  see  our  trustee,  Mr.  C.  T.  Russell,  40, 
Kingsbury  Road,  Balls  Pond,  N.E. — C.  S. 
Moss  Side  Socials  (Manchesteb)  — 

Dr.  A.  W.  Chapman  presided  at  the  annual  meeting, 
when  the  officers  were  elected,  and  a  good  account 
was  given  of  the  position  of  the  association. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  50, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

•397.  Harry  James  Milward,  66,  Prospect-hill 
Redditch.  "  Improvements  in  and  con- 
nected with  rings  or  frames  for  fishermen's 
landing-nets  and  the  like." 

340.  Thomas  Newman  Harwood  and  Thomas 
Stevens  Rose,  03,  Bulstrode-road,  Hounslow. 
"  Improved  clip  for  carrying  rifles,  golf- 
sticks,  fishing-rods  and  the  like  on  bicycles, 
motors,  or  any  other  vehicles." 


H()LLO\V.-\.V'S  OINTMENT  .\NI)  PILL.S,  Distast-s  and 
casualties  incidental  til  youth  may  he  safely  treated  liy  the  use 
of  these  e.xcellent  medicaments  according  to  the  printed  direc- 
tions folded  round  each  pot  and  box.  Nor  is  this  ointment 
alone  applicable  to  external  ailments  ;  conjointly  with  the  Pill^ 
it  exercises  the  most  salutary  Intluence  in  checking  intlaniinatiuiis 
situated  in  the  interior  of  thehody  ;  when  vuhbed  upon  the  hack 
and  chest  it  gives  the  most  sensible  relief  in  asthma,  brunchitis, 
pleurisy,  and  threatening  consumption,  linlloway  s  remedies 
are  especially  serviceable  in  liver  and  stomach  complaints.  Fur 
the  cure  of  bad  legs,  all  sorts  of  wounds,  sores,  and  likewisi 
scrofula  and  scorbutic  affections,  this  Ointment  produces  : 
cooling  and  soothing  feeling  most  acceptable  to  the  sutfeicr. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  25,  1902 


On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  president  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association,  fishing  from  the  Fortingall 
Hotel,  on  the|river  Lyon,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon 
of  IGlb. 


Last  week  the  Thames  was  reported  to  be  "  in  good 
condition,"  and  so  it  was.  But  on  Saturday  evening 
warmth  turned  to  cold,  and  on  Sunday  morning  the 
weather  "  friz."  Two  London  anglers  I  know  went  to 
Datchet  to  fish  from  the  bank.  They  might  just  as 
well  have  fished  from  the  Bank  of  England.  A  few 
small  roach,  "  only  that  and  nothing  more."  You  see 
that  in  this  climate  we  cannot  guarantee  a  continu- 
ance of  the  same  weather  for  a  day  or  an  hour.  If  I 
started  as  a  street  merchant  I  should  display  fans  and 
penny  ices  side  by  side  with  roast  chestnuts,  baked 
potatoes,  and  hot  drinks.  You  never  know  which 
will  be  wanted. 


The  Wyresdale  Fishery  seems  very  much  alive,  if 
one  may  judge  from  the  movements  of  its  secretary, 
Mr.  Andrew  Henry.  Three  times  through  London  in 
one  week,  and  every  time  fish  1  Quite  a  lively  scene 
was  witnessed  at  Victoria  Station  on  Friday  morning, 
several  tons  being  despatched. 


Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Gbiffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel,  near  Farnham,  Surrey,  writes  :  "  I  am  proud 
to  report  that,  following  on  several  good  catches  of 
pike  here  during  the  past  fortnight,  ranging  in  weight 
from  51b.  to  lOJlb.,  the  specimen  fish,  so  far  this 
season,  was  captured  this  morning,  Jan.  21 — a  male 
fish,  16|lb.  weight,  and  in  splendid  condition." 


"  In  the  darkening  shades  of  twilight, 

As  I  wandered,  sore  distraught, 
Griefs  and  woes  of  days  departed 

Surged  unbidden  on  my  thought. 
Joys  and  sorrows  intermingled 

In  the  memories  of  the  past. 
Fair  occasions,  lost  and  vanished, 

All  too  beautiful  to  last." 

That  is  the  poet's  old  story — 

Ah,  yes  !  those  words  recall  to  us 
Chances  lost  of  wealth  or  glory. 

But  no  use  to  make  a  fuss, 
We  have  lost,  p'raps,  fame,  dominion. 

Love,  purple,  linen  fine, 
But  never  lost  (it's  the  wife's  opinion) 

To  seize,  a  chance  for  Rod  and  Line. 


"  Beitish  sea  anglers  will  be  interested  to  learn," 
says  "The  Squire,"  in  the  Shooting  Times,  "that 
experiments  have  proved  that  the  average  growth  of 
the  adolescent  whiting  is  about  4Jin.  in  a  year,  and 
that  the  great  majority  spawn  first  in  their  second 
year.  The  cod  increases  by  over  Gin.  a  year,  spawning 
the  first  time  when  three,  but  mostly  when  four,  years 
old.  The  haddock  increases  annually  by  nearh'  5in., 
and  spawns  when  two  or  three  years  old — that  is  to 
say,  if  he  escapes  being  kippered." 


Mr.  I.  T.  Wilkes  writes  :  "  The  'Angler'  was  caught 
on  the  night  of  Jan.  13  off  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse, 
in  forty-five  fathoms  of  water,  by  the  sloop  '  Janet 
Hunter,'  and  owned  by  Mr.  William  Foster,  of 
Plymouth." 


At  Stevens'  Auction  Rooms  recently  a  curious 
lot  was  put  up  for  sale.  It  was  described  as  one 
of  only  three  known  specimens  in  the  world, 
and  consisted  of  three  monkeys  found  stuck  to 
the  side  of  a  cave  near  Cronstadt,  Orange  River 
Colony.  This  was  knocked  down  at  46  guineas. 
An  Oriental  robe,  made  of  breast  skins  of  small 
animals,  fetched  £10 ;  while  a  very  fine  long  sable 
coat  ran  to  45  guineas,  and  another  of  Black  Sea  otter 
to  17  guineas  ;  a  third,  of  very  fine  sea  otter,  lined  blue 
silk,  20  guineas  ;  and  a  fourth,  lined  seal,  8  guineas.  A 
mandarin's  sable  robe,  full  size,  realised  17  guineas  ; 
fifteen  sable  skins,  matched,  were  sold  for  31  guineas. 
The  catalogue  included  a  helmet  worn  by  Lord  Roberts 
when  colonel  in  a  Lincolnshire  regiment,  which 
fetched  a  few  shillings. 


Birds  have  a  memory  for  hospitable  places  (the 
Golden  Penny  reminds  us),  and  the  gulls  have  not 
forgotten  the  first  welcome  they  received  when,  in  the 
cruel  winter  of  1894-5,  they  were  driven  inland  to  pick 
up  their  living  as  best  they  could.  Food  they  found 
in  abundance ;  "  feeding  the  gulls  "  became  an  es- 
tablished custom ;  and  there  was  no  unfeeling  gunner 
to  fear  in  the  charitable  heart  of  London.  Now  they 
come  up  with  their  young  ones  every  year,  and  make 
themselves  at  home  amid  the  turmoil  and  traffic  of 
the  great  river  as  if  they  had  been  accustomed  to 


nothing  else  all  their  lives.  Nor  do  they  confine  their 
attentions  to  Father  Thames.  Where  there  is  water  in 
the  neighbouring  parks  the  gulls  are  sure  to  find  it 
out  and  settle  there — for  the  time  being — if  sufficient 
inducement  is  offered  them  to  stay.  The  lake  in  St. 
James's  Park  is  their  favourite  spot.  They  have  a 
colony  there  some  thousands  strong ;  for  the  water  of 
St.  James's  Park  is  known  to  them  as  the  one  place  in 
London  where  sprats  can  be  caught. 


I  HAVE  heard  it  said  that  Scotsmen  have  no  sense 
of  the  humorous — that  a  certain  operation  is  necessary, 
etc.  How's  this  from  an  Edinburgh  paper? — "A 
German  Lieutenant,  Von  Eichel  Streiber,  of  the  3rd 
Uhlans,  wagered  that  he  could  drink  a  bottle  of  brandy 
in  ten  minutes.  He  did  so,  and  was  buried  with  full 
military  honours." 


A  GENTLEMAN  Well  known  in  the  literary  world 
writes  thus  :  "  The  pen  of  '  Dragnet '  is  well  employed 
in  calling  up  reminiscences  of  rural  London  of  long 
ago.  I  felt  quite  a  revival  of  old  boyish  enthusiasm 
as  I  read  of  angling  at  old  Sadler's  Wells.  I  send 
you  a  sketch  of  angling  in  front  of  Charles  Lamb's 
house  at  Islington.    Here  the  gentle  Elia  lived  by 


the  New  River,  which  he  said  he  thought  was  growing 
'  a  little  elderly.'  Into  this  New  River  one  of  Lamb's 
visitors  walked  one  night,  after  some  of  that  gin  punch 
which  Elia  was  so  skilful  in  concocting.  I  see  that 
within  the  last  few  days  a  poem  by  Mary  Lamb  in  the 
handwriting  of  her  brother  has  been  sold  for  £27.  I 
think  the  Fislting  Gazette  would  give  a  good  price  for 
some  MS.  from  dear  old  Charles.  He  could,  and  he 
would,  have  written  some  lovely  essays  on  fishing." 


The  Kentish  Express  says  :  "  It  is  a  thousand  pities 
that  such  a  river  as  the  Stour  should  be  allowed  to  run 
on  without  better  preservation  of  fish  life.  Some  parts 
of  it  are  strictly  preserved  for  trout,  but  in  other  spots 
poaching  is  allowed  to  go  on,  and,  worse  still,  drainage 
and  other  fatal  matter  to  fish  are  emptied  into  the 
water.  Only  last  autumn  cartloads  of  fish  were 
mysteriously  poisoned  between  Ashford  and  Wye. 
We  have  now  received  a  complaint  from  a  corre- 
spondent who  is  naturally  indignant  that  one  morning 
last  week  4c wt.  of  fish  were  retted  from  the  river  and 
its  rivulets  near  Grove  Ferry  and  consigned  to  London. 
Just  think  what  it  means  to  a  fisherman.  Netting 
fish !  And  by  the  hundredweight,  too.  Our  corre- 
spondent further  says  that  if  more  attention  were 
given  to  the  preservation  of  the  fish  instead  of  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  spawn  in  the  spring  by  the 
blow-boat  and  the  netting,  the  river  Stour  undoubtedly 
would  be  one  of  the  finest  fishing-grounds  for  anglers 
in  England." 


I  WAS  to  meet  Jones  near  the  Bank,  and  dine  with 
him.  Said  he,  "  I'm  like  a  trout.  I  took  a  fly 
and  it  brought  me  to  the  bank."  "  So  am  I,"  said  I 
in  reply.    "  My  fly  has  brought  me  to  the  bank-wet." 


From  Mr.  Max  Walbran  I  have  received  a  menu  of 
the  tenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds  Angling  Society. 
They  must  have  had  a  pleasant  time,  at  the  West 
Riding  Hotel,  under  the  chairmanship  of  genial  Mr. 
J.  W.  Grossham.  "  Grilled  grayling,"  real  Yorkshire, 
were  contributed  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Iloyston  and  Mr. 
Walbran,  who  had  been  out  together  and  weighed  in 
fifty-feven,  six  of  which  averaged  lib.  each.  Not  bad 
that  I 


We  in  England  are  sometimes  forgetful  of  the 
privileges  we  enjoy — the  freedom  of  the  Press,  for 
instance.  There  are  some  things  that  they  emphati- 
cally do  not  do  better  in  foreign  countries,  as  witness 
the  following  anecdote  sent  me  by  a  correspondent. 
Some  time  ago  a  missionary  landed  in  Constantinople, 
and  amongst  his  baggage  was  a  parcel  of  some  five- 
and-twenty  copies  of  the  New  Testament.  These  were 
objects  of  great  suspicion  to  the  Customs  oi'lioers,  and 
were  closely  scrutinised  ;  the  poor  missionary  was 
detained  until  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  head  of 
the  Customs,  who,  after  consultation  with  an  inter- 
preter, handed  missionary,  books,  and  all  over  to  the 
Chief  of  Police. 

Now  comes  the  joke.  The  prisoner  naturally  wanted 
to  know  why  he  was  detained.  The  ehcf  de  police 
triumphantly  pointed  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians. 
Now  there  is  a  suburb  of  Constantinople  called 
Galata,  and  the  armour-plated  ignorance  of  this  pig- 
headed peeler  had  taken  this  epistle  to  be  a  political 
address  to  its  inhabitants.  The  Consul  was  sent  for 
and  the  matter  explained.  "  But  this  St.  Paul,  who 
wrote  it,  is  he  dead  ?  "  inquired  Wooden  Head.  "  Cer- 
tainly," responded  the  Consul.  "  Well,"  said  the 
official,  after  treating  his  prisoner  to  about  two  columns 
(small  pica)  of  polysyllabic  blasphemy  in  Turkish,  not 
a  word  of  which  the  missionary  understood,  "  if  you 
will  produce  to  me  a  certificate  of  his  death,  duly  visdd 
by  the  Consul  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  you  can  have 
your  books  back ;  if  not,  they  are  confiscated ! "  It 
sounds  like  Mark  Twain,  but  it  is  a  true  tale. 


Ohi  I  oho !  the  herring  is  coming  1 
The  breezes  are  humming ! 
Aloft  flies  the  sail  1 
The  sea-gulls  are  teeming. 
And  fighting  and  screaming, 
Adrift  on  the  gale  I 

Ohi !  oho  !  the  west  wind  is  veering. 
The  fishing-fleet  steering 

Through  whirlwinds  of  spray ! 
Oho !  lads,  how  merry 
To  speed  the  frail  wherry 
O'er  the  billowy  way  I 

Ohi !  oho  I  now  down  the  black  hollows. 
O'er  deeps  and  o'er  shallows, 
A  glorious  ride  ! 
May  good  luck  betide  him. 
And  cheer  him,  and  guide  him 
Safe  home  to  his  bride  ! 


An  Oxford  man  tells  how  a  former  Dean  of  Christ 
Church  came  to  be  known  as  "  Presence-of-mind " 
Smith.  Going  for  a  row  with  a  companion  in  his 
undergraduate  years  in  the  thirties,  the  future  dean 
returned  alone.  "Where  is  Tom?"  asked  one  of  his 
friends.  "  We  had  an  accident,"  Smith  admitted. 
"The  boat  leaked,  and  while  we  were  bailing  it  Tom 
fell  over  into  the  water.  He  caught  hold  of  the  skiff 
and  pulled  it  down  to  the  water's  edge."  "Well?" 
cried  his  excited  listeners.  "  Neither  of  us  could 
swim,"  continued  Smith  calmly,  "and  if  I  had  not, 
with  great  presence  of  mind,  hit  him  on  the  head  with 
a  boat-hook,  both  of  us  would  have  been  drowned. 
Fortunately,  the  boat-hook  did  its  work  imperfectly, 
and  Smith's  companion  got  ashore. 


Thirteen  millions  of  young  flounders  were  hatched 
out  last  year  at  the  Lancashire  sea  fish  hatching 
station  at  Piel,  and  distributed  at  various  places  to  go 
on  and  flounder — I  mean  prosper.  Plaice  will  come 
in  for  a  turn  next  year.  This  isi  good  news  for  the 
fried-fish  shops.  The  great  Soyeri  was  a  great  patron 
of  the  fried-fish  shop  and  often  ate  a  twopenny  middle 
piece,  without  pulling  off  his  lemon-coloured  gloves. 


Anglers  are  always  jolly  good  fellows ;  still,  once 
upon  a  time,  a  certain  club  had  one  unpopular  member. 
He  was  out  fishing  one  day  and  fell  into  deep  water. 
He  was  rescued  with  great  difficulty  by  a  fellow  club 
member.  The  rescued  one  was  profuse  in  his  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude,  and  asked  his  preserver  how  he 
could  reward  him.  "  The  best  way,"  was  the  reply, 
"  is  to  say  nothing  about  it."  "  But  why  ?  "  in  tones 
of  amazement.  "  Because,"  I  was  the  blunt  reply,  "  if 
the  other  fellows  knew  I'd  pulled  you  out  they'd  chuck 
me  in."  Dragnet, 
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pFovineial  Angling  Kotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  fnorning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingiiain  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  still 
continues  to  do  good  work.  A  large  number  of  claims 
have  been  paid  during  the  year,  but  there  still  remains 
a  balance  on  the  right  side  to  the  amount  of  £290  12s. 
7d.  The  late  contest  in  which  1020  anglers  took  part 
resulted  in  a  profit  of  £19  2s.  The  half-yearly  meeting 
was  held  on  Thursday  (Jan.  16),  when  it  was  decided 
to  have  a  ballot  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society, 
and  to  have  fifty  thousand  tickets  sent  out  to  the 
clubs.  The  election  of  the  chief  of&cers  for  the 
ensuing  year  resulted  in  the  following  gentlemen  being 
elected  : — Mr.  T.  Goles,  president ;  Messrs.  Holding, 
Hughes,  and  Tullett,  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  J.  Raboue, 
secretary ;  Mr.  H.  Tullett,  treasurer ;  and  Messrs. 
McMullen  and  Hodges,  auditors.  We  have  had  some 
splendid  weather  since  my  last  notes  were  sent,  and  a 
number  of  members  have  been  out.  A  number  of 
small  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon,  the 
largest  fish  being  about  81b. ;  roach  and  dace  have 
been  biting  freely  at  the  small  red  worm,  and 
sport  on  the  whole  on  the  above  named  river  has 
been  good ;  the  water  is  in  good  condition.  Sport  on 
the  Arrow,  near  Wexford,  has  also  been  good.  The 
Trent  is  in  good  order,  and  the  pike  have  been  moving 
well.  Two  of  our  members  did  well  at  Alrewas  last 
week,  a  number  of  pike  being  taken,  the  largest  scaling 
about  141b.  Roach,  perch,  dace,  and  chub  have  been 
quiet.  The  Anker,  at  Amington,  has  provided  some 
good  sport  for  the  Birmingham  Heath  members.  Mr. 
J.  Jukes  had  a  fine  catch  of  roach  a  few  days  ago. 
The  Severn  is  now  in  fine  condition,  and  the  fish 
have  been  biting  very  freely  in  the  upper  waters ; 
a  number  of  our  members  have  been  to  Walcot, 
Eardington,  and  Highley,  and  they  have  all  done  well, 
taste  and  the  small  red  worm  have  been  the  best 
baits.  Dace  and  chub  have  been  going  well  at  the 
worm.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  at  Arley  and 
Stourport,  and  down  below  Lincomb  Weir.  Chub 
fishing  has  been  good  at  the  latter  place,  some  of  the 
fish  taken  by  the  Kidderminster  anglers  weighing  close 
upon  21b.  Roach  and  dace  fishing  has  been  good 
above  Hampstil  Home. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  angling  could  not  possibly  be 
better  in  the  Fen  district,  and  every  advantage  is  being 
taken  of  the  opportunity.  The  weather  is  abnormally 
mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and  this  has  induced 
hundreds  of  fishermen  to  wield  the  roach  rod,  many 
coming  from  Sheffield  and  other  northern  towns.  The 
Witham  has  come  in  for  considerable  patronage  in  the 
Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall  districts,  while 
many  have  disported  themselves  at  Langriok  and 
Dogdyke.  Some  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Witham  have 
fished  even  better  than  the  main  stream.  Especially 
has  this  been  the  case  with  the  Bain,  which  is  just 
now  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  roach  fishing.  Some 
of  the  red  fins  captured  this  week  have  scaled  over  lib. 
each,  and  individual  bags  have  weighed  up  to  201b. 
Pike  fishing  has  also  been  prosecuted  with  much 
vigour,  but  under  the  influence  of  the  present  fine 
weather  the  roach  rod  has  predominated.  The  reports 
from  the  Welland  are  of  an  encouraging  character. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal 
has  been  very  good  for  the  past  week  or  so,  the 
weather  being  very  favourable  and  the  waters  in 
very  nice  condition,  and  from  the  districts  of 
Hempholme  and  Arram  some  good  specimens  of 
roach,  dace,  and  other  fish  have  been  shown  at  the 
various  anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city,  amongst  which 
Mr.  J.  Flintoft,  of  the  Hull  City  Anglers,  had  several 
nice  roach,  the  best  scaling  lib.  IJoz.,  also  a  chub  of 
21b.  6oz.  and  a  dace  of  7oz. :  Mr.  J.  Gould,  of 
the  Oxonians,  a  roach  of  lib.  4ioz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
roach  up  to  lib.  l|oz.  each ;  and  Mr.  T.  Oliver, 
some  good  roach,  a  chub  of  lib.  IJoz.,  and  a  dace  of 
7Joz.  Messrs.  Wilkinson,  Darby,  Peachey,  and 
others  have  also  had  roach  up  to  lib.  each.  The 
lower  waters  at  Grovehill,  Figham,  and  Wawne 
are  also  in  grand  order  for  roach  fishing,  and 
paste  should  now  be  a  killing  bait  in  these  deep 
waters.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  in 
very  fair  trim,  and  should  pay  for  a  visit  dui-ing 
the  coming  week.  The  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamated Anglers'  Association  distributed  their 
annual  prizes  for  specimen  fish,  caught  during  the 
past  season  of  1901,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  Jan.  17. 
Messrs.  J.  Woodall,  I.  Lawson,  and  J.  Thistleton, 
prizes  for  roach;  Messrs.  P.  Hurst,  J.  Dalton,  and 
H.  Walker,  for  bream;  Messrs.  T.  Haughey,  A. 
Wilkinson,  and  S.  Conyers  for  perch ;  and  Messrs.  S. 
Grayson  and  R.  H.  Barlow  a  prize  each  for  dace.  The 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  just  issued 
their  balance  sheet  for  last  season,  showing  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £63  6s.  6d. ;  and  amongst  the  chief  iterns  of 


expenditure  for  1901  are  £14  13s.  IJd.  for  transferring 
some  50,000  fish  from  the  Barmston  Drain  to  the 
river  Hull,  in  the  Duuswell  district ;  £H  for  rent  of 
ponds  ;  £5  for  grayling  for  river  Hull ;  and  £6  odd  for 
prosecution  expenses  under  "  Fisheries  Act,"  etc. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  War- 
rington Anglers'  Association,  which  was  the  first  since 
the  annual  meeting,  a  lot  of  business  was  transacted. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Whittle  was  re-elected  chairman  and  Mr. 
W.  A.  Proud  vice-chairman.  Twenty  new  members 
were  proposed,  and  a  lot  of  consideration  given  to  the 
item  of  a  challenge  shield.  The  Howley  Angling 
Society,  at  the  last  monthly  meeting,  were  very 
jubilant,  having  no  less  than  twenty  new  members 
to  record.  The  first  contest  is  fixed  for  June  22. 
The  meetings  of  the  Board  governing  the  fishing  in 
the  Lune  and  in  the  Lake  district  are  both  of  interest 
to  this  county.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
necessary  funds  to  deal  with  progress  in  the  latter 
are  forthcoming,  and  that  some  little  success  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  former.  Early  fishers  are 
looking  to  their  stocks  of  early  flies  no  doubt  in  anti- 
cipation of  opening  day.  Pike  are  reported  from  several 
waters  as  hungry,  and  rather  above  the  average  are 
caught.  Once  more  the  Bollin  is  getting  into  a  good 
condition  for  angling,  and  more  rods  are  seen  out.  Two 
pike  from  this  river  were  heard  of  in  Pendleton  a  few 
days  ago.  Our  chief  rivers  are  afiording  anything  but 
good  sport,  either  with  pike  or  other  coarse  fish.  A 
few  of  our  rods  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanymy- 
nech  after  health  and  pike,  and  a  few  are  also  down 
in  Lincolnshire  on  similar  lines,  but  just  now  the 
water  at  both  places  is  not  of  the  best  for  piking. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  "  Thirty"  Club  have  not  had  a  very  fortunate 
early  existence  as  regards  headquarters.  After  getting 
nicely  going  they  were  obliged  to  transfer,  and  after 
careful  consideration  they  have  decided  to  settle  at 
the  Swan,  in  Fountain-street.  Speaking  from  memory, 
there  are  old  and  pleasant  memories  in  connection  with 
this  house  of  old  Lancashire  worthies.  The  Ardwick 
Angling  Society  have  started  well,  five  new  members, 
and  a  contest  on  March  9,  in  addition  to  financial  and 
numerical  prosperity  is  the  sum  total  of  their  con- 
dition. The  annual  meeting  of  the  George  Angling 
Society  was  a  very  satisfactory  one,  as  both  report 
and  balance  sheet  were  highly  pleasant  items.  It 
seems  the  damage  done  to  their  fishing  at  Diggle  is 
by  no  means  so  serious  as  reported.  It  was  a  dam 
that  burst,  but  not  the  one  where  the  trout  are. 
The  mistake  is  not  the  writer's,  as  only  one  dam 
was  mentioned  in  the  official  information.  The 
Gorton  Angling  Society  have  started  the  [new  year 
with  every  prosxiect  of  success.  The  club's  affairs  are 
in  a  healthy  condition,  and  they  'are  'going  in  for  a 
lively  season.  Feb.  12  is  the  date  of  their  dinner.  The 
Star  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  emerge  from  the  first 
year  of  existence  with  flying  colours,  and  intimate 
that  in  the  coming  year  they  mean  to  be  heard  from. 
Two  of  the  members  recently  at  Llauymynech  ac- 
counted for  twenty-one  pike — one  Irod  eight  and  the 
other  thirteen — all  fair  weights. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  readers  will,  I  am  suie,  regret  to  learn  that 
Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  the  popular  and  energetic  secretary 
of  the  Nottingham  City  Piscatorials,  has  severed  his 
connection,  not  only  with  that  society,  but  with  local 
angling  circles  generally.  He  has  just  been  appointed 
to  the  head  mastership  of  the  Neasden  Church  Schools 
in  north-west  London,  and  before  leaving  our 
city  the  choir  of  St.  Giles'  Church,  West  Bridg- 
ford,  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  member,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  small  service  of  plate  in  recogni- 
tion of  past  services.  The  rector  of  the  parish,  the 
Rev.  J.  Robinson,  M.A.,  presided  over  the  meeting, 
and  the  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Derbyshire, 
the  choir-master.  The  City  Piscatorials  also  intend  to 
make  their  late  secretary  a  presentation  at  a  future 
date.  He  is  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  the  whole  of 
the  members,  and  no  wonder,  for  during  his  official 
connection  with  the  society  he  worked  it  up  to  a  high 
state  of  efficiency.  Angling  pursuits,  since  my  last,  have 
been  followed  under  genial  auspices  as  regards  weather, 
and  some  capital  sport  has  been  enjoyed  amongst 
pike.  Heavy  takes  have  been  effected  at  Weston 
Cliff  (in  the  pool),  Hoveringham,  Hazleford,  Kelham, 
Shelford,  Clifton,  and  Colwick  (Rectory  length). 
Several  of  the  fish  from  the  first  named  resort  weighed 
over  91b  each ;  one  of  lljlb.  being  got  on  Jan.  IS  by 
Mr.  Austin  of  Derby.  Large  numbers  of  small  fish 
have  also  been  taken  in  the  free  waters  of  the  city 
above  the  New  Trent  Bridge.  At  Sawley  Mr.  P.  W. 
K.  Wallis,  Mr.  Edgar  Birks,  Mr.  E.  Bayley  and 
other  subscribers  have  done  remarkably  well 
amongst  roach  with  the  small  red  worms,  and  some 
splendid  roach  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  members  of 
the  Beeston  Victoria  Society  on  the  club's  section  near 
Clifton  Grove.  Heavy  bags  of  chub  have  also  been 
obtained  on  various  parts  of  the  river  by  the  aid  of 
pith  and  brains.  The  Trent  is  very  low  and  clear,  and 
in  first-rate  ply  for  pike  and  chub. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  all  in  good  condition  for  angling,  tho 
weather  remarkably  mild  for  the  time  of  year.  A  good 
many  rods  have  been  out,  and  very  fair  sport  has  been 
had.  Grayling  fishing  may  be  said  to  be  over ;  two 
gentlemen  were  fishing  the  Lugg  and  another  the 
Arrow  a  few  days  ago,  but  the  trout  were  on  the  bait 
before  it  could  reach  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  only 
about  four  brace  of  grayling  wore  taken,  while 
trout  after  trout  were  caught  and  returned  to 
the  water.  Roach  and  dace  have  gone  well  at 
the  small  red  worm.  In  the  Severn  anglers  have 
taken  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish  each,  some 
of  the  roach  very  far  above  the  average  size.  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs  had  a  fine  take.  Mr.  Williaiiis  had  also 
a  capital  basket.  Mr.  Tyler  had  good  luck  among  th'\ 
roach  with  tlie  paste.  Messrs.  Turner,  Thomas,  and 
Jones  caught  a  nice  lot  of  dace  in  the  Temc  on 
Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Thomas  some  fine  chub.  Up  till 
Monday  pike  had  not  been  going  well,  but  during  the 
last  two  days  sport  has  been  good  both  with  natural 
and  artificial  baits,  and  some  good  sizeable  fish  have 
been  gafied,  largest  9Jlb.  If  the  present  weather  con- 
tinues sport  should  be  good  all  round,  and  tiierc 
is  every  prospect  of  a  very  early  trout  season. 
The  St.  John's  Club  had  their  annual  supper  and  prize 
distribution  at  their  headquarters  (Grosvenor  Inn)  on 
Jan.  17.  Mr.  John  Stokes  presided  over  a  good  attend- 
ance. The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and  smoking 
concert  was  held  at  the  York  House,  the  Moors,  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  B.  T.  Bennett  presiding.  The  silver 
cup  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Elt  for  the  heaviest  weight 
in  the  first  three  competitions. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  colder  weather  which  prevailed  during  last 
week  induced  many  local  anglers  to  turn  out.  On 
Jan.  15,  Mr.  T.  Morgan,  an  enthusiastic  rodman, 
caught  in  the  River  Toss,  just  outside  York,  a  remark- 
ably fine  pike,  weighing  lljlb. ;  it  was  taken  with 
small  live  bait.  Other  successful  anglers  in  the  same 
waters  were  Messrs.  W.  Henderson,  Cooper,  Spink, 
Willson,  Cobb,  and  Mutson.  The  Ure  is  in  excel- 
lent trim  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  a  most 
successful  time  has  been  experienced  lately  by 
local  and  district  anglers.  Mr.  John  Robinson 
secured  five  grand  pike,  weighing  together  211b., 
an  average  of  over  4|lb.  Mr.  W.  H.  Sykes,  of  Leeds, 
caught  five  nice  pike,  the  best  weighing  about  51b. 
Several  good  baskets  of  roach  were  taken  towards  the 
week-end.  There  has  been  fair  sport  amongst  the 
grayling  in  the  Swale.  On  Jan.  18  a  well-known 
Northallerton  angler  caught  seven,  and  his  friend  over 
five  brace  of  fish.  On  Jan.  21  a  meeting  of  anglers  was 
held  at  Mr.  Harrison's  Rooms,  Middle-street.  Ripon, 
to  hear  an  address  on  angling  by  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Page. 
He  thought  it  was  important  that  every  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  clear  the  Ure  of  pike,  otherwise 
trout  stocking  was  useless.  He  recommended  for  that 
purpose  an  American  floating  bait.  A  small  committee 
was  formed  to  consider  the  desirability  of  forming  a 
Ripon  Fishermen's  Club,  and  to  report  on  fishing 
rights  in  the  Skell,  and  on  the  question  of  Sunday 
fishing  by  visitors,  which  was  deemed  objectionable. 


^ofcs  front  U)c  ^ovtf). 

The  King  is  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  Balmoral  in 
June  accompanied  by  the  Queen  and  a  small  retinue. 
No  better  spot  could  be  chosen  to  recover  from  the 
fatigue  of  the  Coronation  trials.  Deeside  is  then  at 
its  best,  and  the  salmon  pools  ought  to  be  teeming 
with  fish.   

Considerable  bustle  and  stir  is  now  being  evinced 
among  anglers  in  view  of  the  opening  of  the  spring 
fishing.   

The  Dee  Fishery  Improvement  Association  have 
added  to  their  operations  two  other  netting  stations, 
which  will  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  river  as  an 
angling  stream,  and  especially  so  in  the  summer 
months,  when  the  waters  are  low  and  clear  and  fish 
scarce.   

The  Ugie  in  future  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Forbes,  Bronte  Cottage,  Inverugie,  and  a  few  tickets 
available,  which  will  be  duly  advertised. 

The  Don  is  just  now  teeming  with  diseased  kelts  on 
its  lower  waters,  and  the  bailiffs  are  having  a  busy 
time  of  it  clearing  them  out  wiih  long  gaffs  and 
burying  them.  It  is  said  that  they  greatly  miss  the 
help  of  the  poachers  in  this  respect,  who  did  the 
clearing  for  them  in  former  years.'* 

Mr.  Pilkington,  Sandside,  Caithness,  has  taken  the 
Upper  Blackball  Dee  Water  from  Mr.    Smith,  of 

*  Will  our  correspondent  kindly  ascertain  how  this  hurving  of 
diseased  salmon  is  done  ?  It  should  1)6  very  thoroughly  done, 
and  in  places  where  there  is  no  fear  of  floods  reaching  tht- 
reniains.— Ep.  G. 
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Feughside,  for  the  spring  months.  Sir  Thomas 
Gladsone,  Bart.,  had  it  for  some  years  past,  and  made 
very  good  bags  except  last  year.  Mr.  Grace  has  the 
Commonty  as  well  as  the  Carlogie  sections. 


Major  Davidson,  Dess,  has  let  his  house  and  fishings 
for  the  spring.  It  used  to  be  the  boast,  and  not 
without  good  reason,  of  his  late  father  that  he  had  the 
linest  view,  the  best  salmon  pool  (Mill  of  Dess),  and 
the  best  salmon  fisher  (John  Harper)  on  the  run  of 
Dee. 


Old  John  is  still  to  the  fore,  and  although  not  so 

able  as  he  once  was,  when  he  could  hang  in  for  a 
whole  day  to  a  30-pounder  in  a  teeming  flood,  and 
follow  it  for  miles  down  the  water  rather  than  lose  his 
jirize,  yet  he  can  cast  a  line  with  the  best  of  the 
Younger  generation,  and  generally  tops  the  list  at  the 
end  of  the  season. 


A  "  maucher  "  (that  is,  a  poacher)  goes  chiefly  for 
dead  fish  (live  ones,  too,  when  he  can  get  them),  but  as 
their  operations  are  in  the  main  beneficial  when  they 
are  confined  to  dead  kelts  or  diseased  fish  they  are 
not  so  strictly  looked  after  as  the  regular  poacher, 
and  so  they  go  about  their  work  quite  openly. 

Since  the  war  broke  out  in  South  Africa  and  the  line 
regiments  opened  up  to  militiamen,  to  which  class  the 
"mauchers"  invariably  belonged,  these  river  scaven- 
gers have  almost  entirely  disappeared,  with  the  result 
that  salmon  disease  is  again  said  to  be  on  the  increase. 
I  give  the  idea  for  what  it  is  worth. 


The  Dimdee  Fish  Market  dispute  has  entered  on 
another  phase.  The  salesmen  applied  to  the  sheriff 
for  interdict  against  the  Town  Council,  but  it  was 
refused.  In  spite  of  all  they  have  snatched  the  oppor- 
tunity and  made  auction  sales  in  Craig-street,  so  it  now 
remains  to  be  seen  what  the  Council  can  do  to  enforce 
their  authority. 


Mr.  Francis  Sandison,  of  the  Huntly  Arms,  Aboyne, 
who  died  recently,  rented  several  miles  of  the  Dee,  and 
his  house  was  the  most  frequented  by  spring  salmon 
anglers  in  the  north.  His  widow  and  family  still 
conduct  the  business. 


Major  the  Hon.  R.  F.  Carnegie,  the  third  son  of  the 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Southesk,  had  a  warm  reception 
to  the  home  of  his  fathers,  Kinnaird  Castle,  last  week 
after  two  and  a-half  years'  active  service  at  the  front. 


The  tenants  and  residenters  rose  to  the  occasion  and 
showed  how  thoroughly  they  appreciated  his  services 
by  the  exceedingly  cordial  welcome  they  gave  him. 
The  gallant  Major  goes  north  to  Aberdeen  as  Adjutant 
of  the  1st  V.B.  Gordon  Highlanders  there,  and  no 
doubt  many  of  the  middle  sections  of  the  Dee  will  see 
him  landing  salmon  ere  long. 


The  young  laird  of  Glenmuick,  Mr.  J.  R.  Mackenzie, 
of  the  Iloyal  Horse  Guards,  and  eldest  son  of  Sir  Allan 
Mackenzie,  has  joined  Fincastle's  Horse,  and  will  be 
off  to  South  Africa  as  soon  as  the  corps  of  nine  hundred 
men  now  in  training  at  Edinburgh  are  fit. 


.  Craiggowan  Lodge  is  being  got  ready  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  comes  to  Deeside  at  the  end  of  March 
for  three  weeks'  salmon  fishing. 


Not  for  many  years  has  the  weather  all  through 
been  so  propitious  for  the  angling  interests.  First, 
ihe  winter  at  the  right  time  and  of  the  right  sort ;  and 
now  summer  long  before  it  is  due  to  bring  away  the 
surplus  snow.  But  old  folks  are  shaking  their  heads 
and  croaking  the  everlasting  plaint  that  "  We'll  pay  for 
all  this  yet."  Special  Scotch. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  DECEMBER. 


Ddeing  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  22  tons 
16  cwts.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 
1  ton  in  about  572  tons.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered 
during  December  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was 
13,024  tons,  of  which  10,779  tons  arrived  by  land  and 
2,24,5  tons  were  delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shadwell 
the  total  delivery  was  161  tons  by  land.  Among  the 
fish  condemned  were  bream  ;  brill ;  cockles  (4  tons 
18  cwt.) ;  cod  (15  cwts.) ;  eels  ;  halibut ;  mussels ; 
oysters  (2  tons  5  cwts.)  ;  periwinkles  (16  cwts.) ;  salmon  ; 
shrimps  (10  tons  5  cwts.) ;  skate  (1  ton  9  cwts.) ; 
smelts ;  soles ;  sprats  ;  whelks  (16  cwts.) ;  and  whiting. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C.        J.  Wrench  Towse. 
Jan.  15,  1902. 


American  Books  — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.,  on 
Monday  last,  Jan.  20;  vice-president  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  occupying  the  chair.  Fifty-nine  societies 
were  represented.  From  the  minutes  of  the  three 
committee  meetings  held  during  the  month  it  was 
gathered  that  the  Association's  bailiffs  and  officers  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  discourage  gorge-bait  fishing. 
Three  cases  have  been  reported  of  this  unsportmanlike 
method  of  pike  fishing  in  Association  rented  waters. 
The  members'  societies  were  written  to,  and  letters  of 
apology  received,  which  were  accepted.  The  finance 
committee's  report  was  of  a  very  encouraging  nature. 
A  balance  of  over  £108  is  at  bank ;  and  accounts  of 
societies  not  yet  paid,  to  come  in  before  March  25, 
amount  to  over  £80.  It  was  decided  to  continue  the 
renting  of  a  fishery  at  Bures,  subject  to  conditions 
being  accepted  by  secretary.  Mr.  Murphy,  one  of 
the  founders  of  this  Association  and  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  resigned  his  position  as  general  com- 
mitteeman on  account  of  failing  health  and  general  in- 
firmity. The  resignation  was  accepted  with  much  regret. 
A  resolution  was  passed  sanctioning  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray's 
suggestion  that  he  should  act  as  secretary  to  a  testi- 
monial fund  on  Mr.  Murphy's  behalf.  It  is  hoped  that 
members  and  societies  will  contribute  to  same,  and 
thus  in  some  small  measure,  and  especially  at  this 
most  opportune  time,  help  to  repay  one  who  has  for 
very  many  years  given  his  services  gratuitously  to  the 
interests  of  anglers.  Mr.  Hunt,  of  the  Good  Intent 
Angling  Society,  was  elected  on  general  committee. 
Mr.  Ashmore,  of  the  Enterprise  Angling  Society, 
was  elected  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  in  place 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  who  has  been  elected  a 
trustee  of  that  society  in  place  of  Mr.  Murphy,  who 
resigned.  The  South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute 
Piscatorials  were  enrolled.  The  colour  of  privilege 
tickets  for  the  coming  season  was  decided  upon,  and 
will  be  a  pink  shade.  The  visiting  officers  gave  their 
reports.  It  was  also  decided  to  revise  the  visiting  lists; 
any  information,  suggestions,  or  alterations  may  be 
forwarded  to  the  secretary. ^Dbputt  Rbporteb. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS 
AN(JLING  ASSOCIATION,  ALNAVICK. 


The  first  general  meeting  of  this  angling  association 
was  held  in  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
night.  Mr.  R.  H.  Herdy,  president,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  C.  Hardy,  vice- 
president.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Jas.  McCutcheon, 
submitted  the  annual  report,  which  stated  that  the 
association  was  formed  in  March  last,  with  the  object 
of  giving  encouragement  to  and  increasing  the  sport 
of  angling,  by  offering  prizes  for  competition  during 
the  year.  Two  competitions  were  held — in  the  spring 
and  smnmer — the  first,  under  unfavourable  conditions 
for  fly,  on  Good  Friday.  Seventeen  entered,  but  the 
baskets  were  small,  and  the  prizes  were  given  as 
follows: — 1st,  trout  reel  and  line,  given  by  the 
workmen,  J.  Hogg;  2nd,  a  fishing  bag,  given  by  Mr. 
W.  Hardy,  J.  Colborn  ;  3rd,  a  tackle  book,  given  by 
Mr.  W.  Hardy,  J.  Waugh ;  4th,  a  landing  net,  given 
by  the  workmen,  Chas.  Hardy;  5th,  casts  and  flies, 
given  by  Mr.  C.  Hardy,  James  Burn.  The  summer 
handicap  was  carried  out  under  more  favourable 
conditions,  and  out  of  twenty-one  competitors  12 
baskets  were  returned  to  weigh  in.  The  prizes  were 
awarded  as  follows  : — 1st,  trout  reel,  given  by  Mr.  J. 
J.  Hardy,  J.  Waugh,  eleven  trout,  weighing  51b.  5oz. 
(scratch) ;  2nd,  fishing  basket,  given  by  the  ladies  in 
the  rod-tying  department,  W.  Best,  six  trout,  weigh- 
ing 21b.  lOoz.,  including  4oz.  allowed ;  3rd,  sports- 
man's knife,  by  Mr.  J.  McCutcheon,  James  Burn, 
nine  trout,  21b.  3oz.  (scratch) ;  4th,  two  dozen 
flies  and  casts,  given  by  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon, 
John  Walker,  five  trout,  21b.  3oz.  (scratch)  ;  fifth,  for 
heaviest  trout,  landing  net,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Hardy, 
J.  Waugh,  lejoz.  J.  Sharp  submitted  a  basket  of 
sixteen  trout,  weighing  71b.  7Joz.,  the  heaviest  being 
lib.  5oz.,  but  he  was  disqualified  through  being  a  little 
over  time.  The  majority  of  the  fish  were  caught 
with  minnow,  but  W.  Best's  were  all  taken  with  fly. 
The  balance  sheet  showed  a  sum  of  over  £2  in  hand. 
The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  both  unanimously 
adopted.  It  was  decided  to  hold  competitions  as  in 
the  past  year,  also  a  sea  fishing  competition,  with 
the  stipulation  that  no  more  than  three  hooks  be 
employed,  and  that  each  angler  bait  his  own  hooks, 
and  take  off  his  own  fish.  The  following  officials  were 
elected  :— President,  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  C.  Hardy;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  J. 
McCutcheon  ;  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Jno.  Sharp,  T.  Gillon,  and  J.  Burn.  The  following 
were  enrolled  members  of  the  association  Messrs. 
J.  Quarry,  Ralph  Burn,  T.  Gibson,  A.  Duncan,  A. 
Clegg,  and  Laurance  Hardy.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
cha  rman  terminated  the  proceedings, 


Cortesponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

NEW  FISHING  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sib, — A  meeting  to  promote  formation  of 
above  society  will  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  Jan.  30,' 
at  7  p.m.  precisely,  at  the  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  ! 
27,  Cheapside,  E.C,  when  gentlemen  wishing  to 
become  members  are  invited  to  attend. — Yours  truly, 

C.  S.B.,  Sec.  (pro  tern.)  | 

A  RIGHT  TO  FISH  QUERY,  1 
Mr.  Marston,— My  club  asks  for  your  kindly  opinion  ' 
of  the  following  case  : — Twelve  months  ago  our  society 
rented  a  piece  of  water  from  a  farmer,  and  he  gave  us  r 
a  written  undertaking  giving  us  the  sole  rights  to  fish  ' 
and  a  way  to  and  from.  On  this  understanding  we  ■ 
placed  five  hundred  good  roach  in  the  water,  and  ' 
there  was  a  few  perch  in  before  our  tenancy.  Now  . 
another  man  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  pond  objects 
to  us  going  on  his  side  to  fish,  and  has  ordered  our  ' 
men  off  and  sent  me  a  letter  to  the  same  effect.  He  4 
does  not  finish  at  that,  but  has  given  leave  to  Tom,  1 
Dick,  and  Harry  to  fish.  One  thing  we  have  found  out  j 
is  that  our  landlord  has  not  done  what  he  promised.^  j 
We  asked  him  would  this  other  man  need  approach-  \ 
ing,  as  his  fence  almost  divides  the  pond,  and  he  ) 
replied,  "  Oh,  no  !  I  will  make  things  all  right,"  but  • 
unfortunately  for  us  our  landlord  has  been  very  ill  for  ' 
the  last  twelve  months,  and  the  other  man  seems 
aggrieved,  I  take  it,  because  he  has  not  been  consulted,  j 
I  have  been  to  see  him  three  or  four  times  and  have  ' 
tried  to  get  a  definite  understanding,  but  he  never  j 
seems  any  nearer  as  to  what  he  wants.  Nmu  our  rent  ' 
is  due.  We  don't  dispute  this  man's  rights  at  all, 
but  we  want  your  opinion.  Has  he  a  right  to  give  j 
men  leave  to  take  our  fish?  It  is  a  vital  question  ; 
with  us  before  we  either  pay  more  rent  or  do  more  i 
stocking,  both  of  which  we  are  able  to  do. — Yours  ' 
truly,  H.  Harpham,  ' 

Secretary  of  the  Manchester  Good 
Intent  Angling  Society. 
[It  is  quite  certain  that  the  man  on  the  other  side  • 
who  objects  can  give  anyone  permission  to  fish  on  his 
side  and  prevent  anyone  fishing  there — presuming,  of 
course,  that  he  has  the  right  he  claims.    As  regards  ; 
the  rent  Mr.  Harpham  should  get  the  advice  of  a  ■ 
solicitor  after  showing  him  the  agreement.    On  the 
face  of  it  it  looks  as  if  there  had  been  a  breach  of  the 
contract,  but  it  depends  on  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
whether  that  would  justify  withholding  the  rent  or 
part  of  it.    But  it  is  much  the  best  to  get  legal  advice 
in  matters  of  rent,  and  we  don't  pretend  to  give  legal 
advice.    Some  years  ago  a  correspondent  wrote  to  say 
some  swans  kept  by  the  people  above  him  on  the  river 
came  and  worried  him  on  his  water  and  that  the 
owners  would  do  nothing,  and  he  asked  us  what  we 
should  do.    We  said,  "  Shoot  the  brutes."    He  did  : 
then  he  wrote  to  say  the  people  were  bringing  an 
action  at  law  for  destruction  of  the  birds,  and  what 
should  he  do?    We  could  only  adopt  the  wisdom  of 
silence,  but  have  often  wondered  what  was  the  upshot 
of  the  matter. — Ed.] 


A  HOOK-MAKING  QUERY  FROM  AMERICA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  connection  with  your  editorial  work 
you  are  no  doubt  in  a  position  to  know  a  great  deal  in 
connection  with  the  manufacture  of  the  goods  you 
advertise  and  write  up.  We  are  making  fish  hooks, 
and  have  occasion  at  times  to  tin  the  same.  We  have 
a  process  which  does  not  give  us  satisfaction  by  reason 
of  not  getting  as  smooth  a  finish  as  we  desire. 

Knowing  that  you  are  near  the  locality  in  whicli 
hooks  are  made  in  England,  and  no  doubt  are 
acquainted  with  one  or  more  who  could  give  us  the 
necessary  information  required  to  do  tinning  similar 
to  the  way  it  is  done  in  England,  we  ask  you  to  kindly 
give  us  this  information  or  put  us  in  communication 
with  someone  whom  you  feel  can  assist  us.  You  are 
no  doubt  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  are  subscribers  to 
your  paper,  and  we  take  this  liberty  by  reason  of  feeling 
that  possibly  you  would  not  consider  it  an  imposition. 
—Yours  truly. 

The  Enterprise  Manufacturing  Co., 

Akron,  Ohio,  U.S.A.,  E.  F.  Pplubger, 

Jan.  9,  1902.  Superintendent. 

[Perhaps  some  hook  manufacturer  will  kindly 
answer  this  enquiry ;  we  do  not  suppose  there  can  ba 
any  trade  secret  about  it. — Ed.] 


AN  INTERESTING i  RAINBOW  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  4, 
signed  "  Piscator,"  with  reference  to  the  early  rainbow 
ova  advertised  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning,  of  the  Fishery, 
Innishannon,  co.  Cork,  and  the  possibility  of  the 
successful  crossing  of  Irideiis  with  Fario. 

I  ordered  some  of  Mr.  Stenning's  earliest  rainbow 
ova,  and  received  a  consignment  on  Jan  14.  These 
eggs  are  now  hatching  (Jan.  21). 

I  believe  the  successful  crossing  of  Irideus  with 
Fario  has  been  accomplished  before  this  season,  and 
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Mr.  Stenning  informs  me  that  lie  has  lately  crossed 
/ri(Zc/(.s  with  both  Fario  a,nd  Levencnsis.    He  expects 
that  the  fish  resulting  will  be  fertile. — Yours  truly, 
Exe  Valley  Fishery,  T.  P.  Teacky. 

Exebridge,  Tiverton,  Devon. 

THE  SALMON,  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES. 
Dhab  Sir, — The  letter  of  "  Eden  "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  18  is  interesting,  but  it  gives  no  evi- 
dence whatever  in  support  of  the  view  that  a  clause 
such  as  the  one  in  question  exists  or  ever  did  exist 
indeed,  in  goes  strongly  to  negative  its  existence. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  stated  that  a  correspondent  of 
the  Carlisle  Journal,  writing  in  1801  or  1802,  said  that 
"  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  servants,  when  hiring,  to 
make  an  agreement  with  their  masters  that  they  were 
not  to  be  fed  on  salmon  more  than  a  certain  number 
of  days  in  each  week."  But  it  is  not  even  sought  to 
show  where  any  such  hiring  agreement  is  to  be  seen. 

I  quite  agree  with  "  Eden  "  that  if  servants  hired 
by  the  twelvemonth  or  shorter  periods  made  such  a 
stipulation  against  a  plethora  of  salmon,  it  would  be 
•  much  more  likely  that  apprentices  bound  for  longer 
terms  would  safeguard  themselves  by  the  insertion  of 
such  a  clause  in  their  indentures. 

But  why,  oh  why  !  if  such  a  clause  was  ever  inserted 
can  no  record  of  it  be  found '?  No  doubt  in  former 
times,  when  salmon  were  more  plentiful  than  they  are 
now,  the  farmers  kippered  a  large  number  of  kelts, 
which  were  given  to  their  labourers  as  food,  or  they 
were  sold  to  the  small  farmers  in  the  adjoining  towns, 
and  that  they,  not  unnaturally,  made  strong  objections 
to  eating  such  unpalatable  food.  Hence  the  appren- 
ticeship legend. 

I  think  it  was  Prank  Buckland,  who,  in  his  earnest 
search  for  knowledge,  was  once  tempted  to  try  "  kip- 
pered kelt,"  and  on  being  asked  his  opinion  of  it, 
said  it  occurred  to  him  at  the  time  that  he  had  by 
mistake  been  eating  a  bit  of  the  blanket  forming  the 
bed  of  the  boa-constrictor  at  the  "  Zoo."  If  it  was 
not  Buckland  who  said  it,  it  was  somebody  else, 
will  merely  add,  with  reference  to  the  time  over  which 
my  inquiries  extended,  that  I  have  in  my  possession 
extracts  from  documents  commencing  in  1181,  and 
extending  through  each  succeeding  century  down  to 
the  end  of  the  last,  and  I  still  think  if  any  such  in- 
denture or  hire-agreement  existed  I  should  have  found 
some  reference  thereto. — Yours  truly,       H.  G.  G. 


Dear  Sib,— Regarding  your  letter  of  Jan.  13,  in 
connection  with  the  apprentice  indenture,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  cannot  find  the  particulaa  entry.  I  have 
looked  through  piles  of  books  belonging  to  the  freemen 
of  this  city  and  cannot  find  the  exact  entry.  I  re- 
member having  seen  the  clause  years  ago  ;  it  is  not  on 
a  separate  form  or  indenture,  but  simply  in  inverted 
commas  after  au  apprentice's  name  in  the  minutes  of 
the  freemen's  meeting. 

I  will  look  again  for  it,  although  it  is  like  looking 
for  a  needle  in  a  haystack,  as  there  are  so  many  books 
and  loose  papers  to  go  through,  from  date  about  1540. 
—Yours  truly,  Robert  Dixon. 

Durham. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Dixon,  and  if  he  can  find  and 
send  us  a  photograph  of  the  clause  will  gladly  pay  the 
cost  of  taking  the  photo. — Ed.] 

A  CURIOUS  DRESSING  FOR  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir,— Seeing  an  account  of  the  Malay  fishing 
lines  dressed  with  bullock's  blood  in  your  last  issue, 
I  send  you  a  sample  of  one  bought  at  Singapore  many 
years  ago.  You  will  see  that  it  is  cotton,  as  all  their 
fishing  lines  are.  I  never  saw  a  Malay  use  a  winder. 
Each  man  has  a  flat  round  basket  at  his  feet,  in  which 
his  line  is  neatly  coiled. — Yours  truly,  R.  N. 

[The  sample  "  R.  N."  sends  looks  good  enough,  but 
the  dressing  has  not  gone  far  into  the  material  of 
the  line.-  Ed.] 


SOIL  FOR  FISH  PONDS. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  some  titles  of  books  dealing  with  the  use  of 
saltpetre  soil  for  the  use  of  fish  culture  (carp)  or 
artificial  manuring  of  the  soil  for  making  fish  .ponds, 
etc  ? — Yours  truly,  M.  K. 


THE  TIDAL  WATER  AT  KINGSTON. 

Dear  Sib,— Kindly  permit  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  some  new  and  curious  information  in  last 
week's  number,  Jan.  18. 

On  page  43  I  notice  that  the  "  tidal  water  at 
Kingston  has  fished  well."  Subject,  of  course,  to  cor- 
rection, I  fancy  the  tide  does  not  run  to  Kingston  ;  at 
any  rate,  when  I  lived  near  there  it  certainly  flowed 
no  higher  than  Teddington  Lock. 

Again,  on  page  4C,  it  .states  :"  that  porpoise,  whale, 
and  grampus  arc  fish."  They  live  in  the  water,  but  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  they  arc  "  mammalia  " 
so  most  decidedly  they  cannot  be  "fish." 

Is  it  possible  that  some  further  information  may  be 
given  on  these  points  ?  If  so,  I  should  be  glad  — 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Elsmoee. 

Jan.  22, 1902. 


DO  EELS  HIBERNATE? 

Dbae  Sib, — Do  eels  hibernate  ?  When  fishing  at 
Hornsea  during  the  first  week  of  March  last  I  caught 
a  pike  which  had  an  eel  over  a  foot  long  just  visible  in 
its  gullet,  and  upon  extracting  the  hooks  the  eel  was 
drawn  out,  having  become  attached  to  the  lower  trebles 
of  the  "  Jardine  "  snap-tackle.  It  is  generally  accepted 
that  eels  bury  themselves  and  remain  in  the  mud 
during  winter,  but  this  one  must  have  been  out  or  how 
was  the  pike  to  get  it.  Perhaps  you  or  some  of  your 
readers  can  throw  some  light  on  the  subject.— Yours 
truly,  Charles  S.  Woodhousb. 

York. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  LLANGOLLEN. 

Deab  Sir, — For  information  on  the  above  matter 
your  correspondent  might  consult  Mr.  Samuel  Roberts 
of  15,  Chapel-street,  in  that  town,  fly-maker,  etc. 

Whether  anyone  there  uses  worms  or  maggots, 
except  perhaps  during  floods  in  the  Dee,  I  cannot  say. 
I  fished  this  river  from  Llangollen  when  very  low 
many  times,  but  seldom  saw  a  trout  bigger  than  a 
fingerling,  or  as  long  as  seven  inches.  A  few  red 
salmon  were  seen  occasionally  jumping  from  the  deep 
pools  in  which  they  were  imprisoned.— Yours  truly, 

Bbnwyan. 


WHAT  AGE  IS  THIS  PERCH? 
Dear  ,Sib,— I  was  fortunate  enough  on  my  last 
holidays  to  capture  a  fine  perch,  weighing  just  3ilb 
from  the  Middle  Level  Drain,  Tydd,  Lincolnshire' 
Sept.  14  last. 


A  3Jlb.  Pebch. 

My  friends  and  myself  have  been  discussing  the  age 
of  the  fish,  and  can  turn  up  no  reliable  information 
thereon. 

I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you  could  help 
us  on  this  matter,  as  we  are  all  very  much  interested. 
I  enclose  a  photo  of  the  perch,  which,  as  you  will  see, 
I  have  had  set  up,  and  a  very  fine  picture  it  makes' 
—Yours  truly,  R.  G.  Wightman. 

Wandsworth  Common,  S.W. 

N.B.—The  weight  of  fish  when  it  reached  London 
was  31b.  2oz.,  and  was  set  up  by  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith 
Clapham  Junction.  ' 

[We  shall  reserve'our  opinion,  for  it  cannot  be  much 
more  than  that,  until  we  have  heard  what  some  of  our 
readers  say  would  be  the  probable  age  of  this  fine  fish. 
So  much  depends  on  the  amount  and  nature  of  food  a 
fish  can  get,  i  as  well  as  the  individual  appetite  and 
health  of  the  fish,  that  a  perch  a  quarter  the  size  of 
Mr.  Wightman's  might  easily  be  four  times  as  old. 
German  ichthyologists  have  been  trying  to  read  the 
age  of  fish  by  the  rings  on  their  scales,  but  although 
the  scales  weigh  most  they  do  not  seem  to  be  very 
truthful  fish  tale  tellers  as  regards  age. — Ed.] 

ALPINE  WATER  PLANTS  USEFUL  TO 
FISH  LIFE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  send  you  the  result  of  some  enquiries 
with  regard  to  plants  which  might  be  used  to  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  insect  life,  as  food  for  fish  in 
alpine  regions,  these  enquiries  having  been  made  with 
a  view  to  an  answer  to  your  correspondent's  letter  on 
the  subject  in  a  late  issue  of  the  Fishing  Qazette. 

The  obliging  author  of  the  subjoined  note  is  the 
Rev.  Edmund  Thomas  Daubeny,  whose  observations 
are  so  frequently  to  be  found  in  "  Nature  Notes  "  of  the 
Selborne  Society.— Yours  truly,  Bbnwyan. 

P.S. — Captain  Daubeny.informs  me,  on  the  authority 
of  "  Schlich's  Manual  of  Forestry,"  that  birch  and 
willow  both  grow  at  an  altitude  of  5000  feet  in  the 
Alps.  Captain  Daubeny  also  found  this  the  case  in 
Tirol.  Of  watercress  he  doubts  if  it  occurs  as  high  as 
500  feet  or  1000  feet  on  Dartmoor,  having  failed  to 
find  it  in  many  streams  he  had  fished  at  that  elevation  ; 
but  he  has  no  doubt  as  to  its  usefulness  in  supplying 
provisions— caddis,  etc.— for  trout. 

"  In  endeavouring  to  feed  fish  with  insect  food  in 
any  given  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  safe  rule  to 
guide  one  is  to  cultivate  and  encourage  the  commonest 
trees  and  plants  of  the  locality,  because  they  are  most 
likely  to  be  the  food  of  the  greatest  number  of  insects. 
But  they  must  be  indigenous.    Some  of  our  common 


trees — the  elder  and  sycamore,  for  instance— are  sup> 
posed  not  to  be  indigenous  because  so  few  of  our 
British  insects  feed  on  them,  whereas  the  oak,  elm, 
and  willow  are  the  food  plants  of  probably  as  many 
insects  as  the  rest  of  the  British  vegetable  world  put 
together.  Birch  is  fed  on  by  many  creatures,  and 
will  grow  in  very  cold  latitudes,  and  close  to  water. 
The  willow,  too,  if  a  proper  variety  for  the  locality  be 
selected,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  salix  tribe,  is 
easily  grown,  for  a  rod  thrust  in  the  ground  will  take 
root.  Alders,  too,  should  be  encouraged,  though  I  do 
not  know  if  they  would  stand  great  altitudes.  The 
number  of  insects  that  feed  on  alder  is  small ;  it  is 
good  cover  and  fond  of  water. 

"A  stream  that  is  covered  with  trees  and  bushes 
has  the  best  trout,  because  of  the  insects  that  feed 
on  and  find  shelter  in  them. 

"  Some  of  the  water-lilies  might  be  suggested. 
Nymphfca  alba  (white  water-lily)  grows  about  here 
(Market  Weston  Rectory,  Thetford,  Norfolk)  in  the 
ponds  and  streams,  but  the  streams  are  sluggish.  It 
catches  hold  of  the  bottom  firmly,  as  does  Niiphar 
Intea  (common  water-lily),  Nuphar  pumila  (least 
water-lily)  grows  in  some  of  the  small  Highland  lakes. 
The  great  leaved  willow-herb  {Ep'dohium  hirsntmn) 
catches  hold  of  the  bottom  well ;  and  if  it  be  not  the 
food  plant  of  many  insects  affords  splendid  cover  at 
the  edge  of  a  stream,  but  I  doubt  its  utility  in  great 
altitudes,  though  it  might  be  tried  in  quiet  level 
water.  I  wonder  if  it  is  common  in  Switzerland,  if 
so,  good. 

"  Firs,  larches,  and  the  like  are  not  fed  on  by  many 
insects.  I  know  half-a-dozen  lepidoptera  or  so  that 
eat  the  firs,  no  more.  I  should  not  advise  takin" 
them  into  consideration.  ° 
"  How  about  the  American  weed  {Anacharia  alsin- 
astriim),  a  submerged  aquatic  having  much  the  habit  of 
Potamogeton  densas,  from  which  it  may  at  once  be 
distinguished  by  bearing  its  leaves,  three,  and  some- 
four,  in  a  whorl.  It  is  a  native  of  North  America. 
This  is,  of  course,  a  transgression  of  the  rule  about  a 
plant  being  indigenous. 

"  It  was  said,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  that  the 
American  weed  had  been  introduced  into  the  rivers 
there  by  a  plant  of  it  kept  at  the  Botanic  Gardens  by 
Dr.  Daubeny.  It  grows  like  wildfire  in  our  ponds 
and  rivers,  and  if  it  be  not  eaten  by  many  insects,  as 
is  probably  the  case,  affords  grand  cover  in  the  water 
to  insects  and  fish  as  well.  This  weed  catches  hold 
like  grim  death,  and  may  be  seen  flourishing  in  a 
strongish  stream.    Swans  are  fond  of  it. 

"  Potamogeton  deiisus,  by-the-bye,  is  well  worth 
taking  stock  of,  and  of  considerable  value,  I  should  say, 
in  the  matter  on  which  I  write.  It  grows  in  stream 
that  are  swift  as  well  as  in  sluggish  ones,  and  clings 
strongly  with  its  roots  -to  the  bottom.  Insects  are 
always  to  be  found  in  it.  It  clogged  up  the  stream 
and  moats  at  Bedhampton,  but  will  it  live  far  above 
sea  level,  especially  in  mountains  ? 

"I  know  nothing  of  the  creatures  that  inhabit 
alpme  streams— probably  water-snails  are  as  common 
there  as  here.  Some  of  our  English  water-snails 
might  derive'  a  benefit  and  make  an  extra  effort  at 
fecundity  by  a  change  to  such  parts,  and  could  easily 
be  transported ;  some  creatures  profit  immensely  by 
change.  Trout  eat  little  snails.  This  idea  opens  an 
immense  field. 

"  On  the  whole,  I  should  say,  in  the  Alps  plant 
willow  and  birch  close  to  the  streams  as  the  most 
practical; of  all  plants. 

"  Edmund  Thomas  Daubeny. 
Market  Weston  Rectory, 
Thetford,  Norfolk." 


AN  UNUSUAL  CAPTURE  OF  A  CARP. 
Dear  Sib,— Mr.  J.  Unwin  Clarke  recently  caught  a 
very  handsome  carp— taken  on  bread  paste  in  a  mill- 
pool  at  Colnbrook— which  weighed  7Jlb.    The  fish  is 

now  in  Messrs.  Coopers'  hands  for  preservation  

Yours  truly,  Hy.  A.  Dawson! 

Comeragh  Chambers, 
West  Kensington,  W. 

[It  is  rarely  that  a  carp  is  taken  in  the  middle  of 
winter. — Ed.] 


BLOOD  AS  A  DRESSING  FOR  LINES  AND 
NETS. 

Deab  Sib,— At  the  "Fisheries"  I  was  much  struck 
by  the  appearance  of  the  nets  and  lines  in  the  Chinese 
department,  and  while  examining  them  got  into  con- 
versation with  a  most  intelligent  Chinese  gentleman, 
who  informed  me  that  they  were  first  tanned  with 
Mangrove  bark  and  then  dried,  afterwards  being  dipped 
in  hot  blood,  the  effect  being  the  production  of  taniiate 
of  gelatine,  which  is  insoluble  in  water.  I  made  some 
experiments  afterwards,  using  a  strong  solution  of 
cutch,  as  Mangrove  bark  was  not  obtainable,  and 
succeeded  very  well.  This  plan  is  to  be  recommended 
for  nets  especially.  The  dipping— or  rather  soaking  - 
in  blood  must  be  done  in  the  slaughter-house  before 
the  blood  has  any  time  to  set,  so  my  Celestial  friend 
informed  ine.  I  believe  this  process  was  described 
in  some  of  the  literature  printed  in  connection  with 
the  "  Fisheries."— Yours  truly,      Edwin  Gosling. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


I  feel  sure  salmon  anglers  who  use  a  spinning 
bait,  and  indeed  all  who  use  spinning  baits,  Will 
find  Mr.  thilip  Geen's  articles  very  useful  and 
interesting.  They  begin  this  week.  Mr.  Geen  is 
having  good  sport ;  the  other  day  lie  got  a  grand 
fish  of  341b.,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  record  for  the 
Lyon. 

Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  on  the  Suir. 
I  shall  be  doing  some  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  good  turn  by  copying  this  advertisement 
from  the  Clonmel  Chronicle  : — 

SALMON  FISHING  ON  SUIR. 


The  Salmon  Harvest  of  1901. 
In  the  Times  of  Jan.  25,  Mr!  Henry  Ffennell 
gives  his  always  interesting  annual  of  the  past 
salmon  fishing  season.  I  give  an  extract  from  it : — 
"Despite  the  fact  that  in  a  few  districts  the 
salmon  season  of  1901  was,  more  or  less,  of  a  satis- 
factory character,  a  monotonous  continuity  of  dis- 
appointment once  again  accompanies  the  majority 
of  communications  which  I  have  been  favoured 
with  from  the  various  centres  throughout  the 
country  in  respect  to  the  salmon  harvest  of  the 
year  just  closed.  If,  indeed,  the  well-known  legend 
'  the  worst  on  record  '  is  not  so  constantly  employed 
as  formerly,  '  a  poor  season,'  '  much  below  the 
average,'  and  snch-like  disquieting  comments  are 
pretty  frequently  used,  and  I  think  they  fitly 
describe  the  deplorable  state  of  things  along  many 
of  our  decaying  salmon  waters. 

"  Present  circumstances  will  only  permit  of  my 
alluding  briefly  to  some  of  the  more  notable 
features  connected  with  the  salmon  season  of  1901, 
which,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  unusually  devoid 
of  any  very  startling  incidents.  The  long-continued 
drought  naturally  affected  the  movements  of  sabnon, 
and  anglers  were  the  chief  sufferers  therefrom  ;  the 
nets,  on  the  other  hand,  did  well  in  several  districts, 
and  made  more  remunerative  captures  than  for 
some  time  past.  Grilse  were  very  scarce  along 
many  rivers,  while  the  average  weight  of  salmon 
taken  was,  in  many  cases,  higher  than  usual. 

"  Despondency  attended  operations  in  most 
English  and  Welsh  districts.  This  was  especially 
the  case  in  the  group  of  rivers  embracing  the  Usk, 
Wye,  and  Severn.  In  regard  to  the  first-mentioned, 
fishing  was  of  a  most  miserable  description.  This 
applied  not  only  to  angling,  but  also  to  nets,  putts, 
and  putchers.  My  correspondent  thus  pathetically 
describes  the  situation  of  the  L'sk  fisheries : — '  I 
thought  last  year  we  had  touched  the  bottom,  but 
there  seem  to  be  unknown  depths  of  depression  to 
be  explored,'  " 


The  undermentioned  ANGLING  to  be  LET  for 
Season  of  1902:— 
Lord  Stanhope's  KNOCKGRAFFON  Water. 
Miss  Pehey's  NEWCASTLE 
Lord  Gough's      DRANGAN  „ 

For  particulars  apply  to  W.  Rochfort,  Cahir. 

Miss  Perry's  water  includes  some  of  the  best  on 
the  Suir.  One  stream  above  the  Newcastle  Bridge 
is  rarely  without  a  fish  even  in  low  water,  and  there 
are  very  fine  trout  in  it,  but  they  are  "  up  to  snuff" 
and  like  their  fly  extra  sec ;  but  the  big  fellows 
cannot  resist  a  properly  spun  heavy  Devon  in  a 
proper  water  for  it.  The  prices  asked  for  the 
above  fishings  are  not  at  all  unreasonable.  It  is 
a  lovely  district,  with  fan  accommodation. 

Pike  will  take  Bait  preserved  in  Formalin. 
Mr.  Robert  Paton,  of  Oxford,  kindly  sends  me  a 
note  of  a  take  of  one  hundred  and  ten  jack  (thirty 
only  being  kept)  made  by  him  and  his  friend  Mr. 
Foster.  The  interesting  part  of  the  affair  is  that 
the  fish  were  all  taken  by  spinning  a  bait  preserved 
in  formalin  on  an  Abbey  Mill  spinner.  This  settles 
all  my  doubts  as  to  formalin  repelling  pike,  as  it 
is  clear  it  does  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  average 
size  of  the  fish  taken  was  curiously  small. 

It  was  too  bad  of  the  printer  last  week  to  make 
it  look  as  if  I  had  said  by  writing  an  article  the 
week  before  in  the  Publishers'  Circular  I  had  made 
rifle  shooting  more  popular  in  this  country  I  That 
would  have  been  drawing  the  long  bow  with  a 
vengeance.    What  I  wrote  was : — ■ 

"  I  am  glad  to  say  that  rifle  shooting  is  be- 
coming more  popular  in  this  country.    Since  I 
wrote  the  article  quoted  from  the  Publishers' 
Circular  Mr.  St.  John  Brodrick,  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  has  anticipated  my  last  suggestion 
by  announcing  that  the  War  Office  will  aid  school 
cadet  corps  to  a  certain  extent." 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  was  quite  different  from 
what  I  was  made  to  say  last  week,  which  I  fear 
made  some  of  my  readers  think  I  had  got  what  our 
American  cousins  call  "  a  swelled  head." 

E.  B.  Marston. 


"SPEING  SALMON  FISHING." 

SPINNING  FROM  THE  BANK  IN 
GLENLYON. 

By  Philip  Geen. 


It  is  so  many  years  since  Mr.  Marston  gave 
me  space  to  write  of  my  experiences,  and  time, 
together  with  the  reading  of  the  numberless 
talented  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  since  then,  have  made  me  think 
so  modestly  of  my  knowledge,  and  of  my  ability  to 
write  of  it,  as  to  cause  me  to  hesitate  to  ask  for 
opportunity  to  do  so  again.  However,  I  can  give 
my  word  to  my  readers  that  I  shall  be  writing  of 
something  which  I  know,  as  I  am  at  the  present 
moment  here  in  Scotland  for  the  twenty-eighth 
consecutive  year,  doing  as  I  have  done  in  each  of 
those  preceding  years  spinning  from  the  bank  for 
spring  salmon,  and  as  yet  have  never  returned 
south  without  a  fish.  That  this  statement  may 
be  fully  credited  it  may  be  necessary  to  add  that  I 
have  always  remained  imtil  I  did  get  one — a  safe 
rule  to  adopt,  though  sometimes  an  expensive  one. 

So  I  have  one  advantage  over  a  piscatorial  writer, 
who  was  deservedly  much  esteemed — generous- 
hearted  Wheeldon,  who  wrote  most  graphic  articles 
on  "  Thames  Trout  Captm-e  "  for  many  years  before 
he  caught  his  first  fish,  which  he  did  from  the 
lawn  sloping  to  the  river  immediately  before  he 
went  to  take  part  in  the  aimual  dinner  of  the 
Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Society.  I  remem- 
ber quite  well  his  exclamation — "  At  last !  at  last !  " 


Had  I  but  a  small  portion  of  his  talent  for 
writing,  what  tales  of  glorious  tussles  with  the  big 
Tay  winter  salmon  I  could  relate ;  tussles  which 
meant  almost  as  much  danger  to  the  wielder  of  the 
rod  as  to  the  fish  !  To  appreciate  the  difficulty  of ' 
following  your  fish  it  would  be  necessary  to  see 
the  riverside,  up  the  glen,  when  it  is  free  from 
snow  and  ice,  and  again  to  see  it  fished  when 
covered.  You  would  then  understand  that  it  is  a 
not  very  uncommon  incident  to  find  yourself  up  to 
the  chin  in  snow,  plus  a  nasty  bruise  or  two  ;  and 
lucky  is  the  man  who  has  fished  much  in  the  Lyon 
who  has  not  fallen  into  its  roaring  waters  and  been 
gaffed.  Of  tussles,  too.  with  large  fresh-run  fisK 
that  had  to  be  killed  or  lost  under  the  point  of  the 
rod ;  for  not  a  yard  Up  or  down  may  you  move  in 
some  places.  My  plan,  under  such  circumstances, 
is  never  to  let  him  dig  his  toes  in.  Lower  your  top 
into  the  water,  if  need  be,  rather  than  gi\e  an  inch 
of  line.    Keep  him,  it  you  can,  turning  in  a  circle. 

But  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  river  there  are 
many  splendid  pools,  with  gi-ass-covered,  sloping 
banks,  which  may  be  fished  with  ease  and  comfort; 
pools  in  the  tmns  of  the  river,  sheltered  from  the 
cold  winds,  where  you  may  imagine  yourself  by 
Thames  side.  When  in  London,  Glen  Lyon  seems 
a  long  way  off,  yet  you  may  leave  it  late  at  night 
and  be  fishing  the  Lj'on's  best  pool  on  the  morrow. 
I  come  by  the  11.30  p.m.  from  Euston,  sleep  like  a 
top  to  Perth,  have  breakfast  there,  and  on  to 
Aberfeldy,  where  a  trap  meets  me  for  the  twelve 
miles'  drive  over  a  good  road.  Hot  lunch  is  wait- 
ing, and  you  may  soon  be  fishing. 

The  river  commences,  or  rather  ends,  with  its 
jimction  with  the  Tay  about  a  mile  below  Loch 
Tay.  The  Junction  Pool  is  now  reserved  by  the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane  for  his  personal  friends, 
so  I  will  pass  it  by,  merely  saying  I  once  got  two 
splendid  fish  from  it  whUe  fishing  from  Mr.  Knight's 
Hotel,  Kenmore,  who  has  the  privilege  of  granting 
permission  to  visitors  for  three  miles  from  above 
the  Junction  Pool  on  the  left  bank.  Kenmore  is  a 
most  comfortable  place  to  stay  at.  I  did  so  for 
many  years,  and  have  great  respect  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ivnight. 

From  their  hotel  you  may  also  fish  Loch  Tay 
by  payment  of  £1  for  each  fish — a  recent  and,  I 
should  say,  most  satisfactory  arrangement.  The 
mere  mention  of  Loch  Tay  brings  back  memories 
of  numerous  happy  days  and  many  a  score  of  its 
splendid  fish.  I  think  it  may  be  best  to  complete 
my  description  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Lyon  up  so 
far  as  Mr.  Knight's  fishing  extends. 

Ferry  Pool. 
This  is  the  name  given  to  the  first  pool,  a  long 
and  rather  slow-inmning  one,  with  rocks  and  large 
boulders  on  the  o^  side.  Here  you  will  find  a  boat 
which  yom-  gillie  will  manoeuvre  while  you  cast 
weU  over  and  a  little  down.  Draw  in  as  gently  as 
you  may.  Immediately  after  or  during  a  spate  is 
the  time  here  ;  fish  are  soon  on  to  the  next  pool. 
However,  I  once  got  as  many  as  three  fish  from 
here. 

Lime-Kiln  Pool. 
This  is  a  very  good  pool  and  has  always  a  fish  or 
two,  and  sometimes  many.  It  may  be  fished  from 
the  bank  with  ease.  Begin  at  the  very  top,  where 
the  water  sets  off  from  the  rocks.  You  can  cast 
across.  Search  every  inch  and  do  not  move  from 
your  first  standing  until  you  have  fished  as  far  and 
as  carefully  as  you  can.  If  you  get  no  success, 
change  your  bait  rather  than  move  further  down 
the  pool  as  yet.  I  have  taken  fish  here  with  my 
third  or  fourth  bait,  when  a  less  patient  angler 
would  have  been  exposing  himself  to  \-iew  by 
having  to  walk  on  the  rock.  I  cross  the  rock  on 
my  hands  and  knees  and,  if  necessary,  go  back 
over  the  four  baits  in  this  second  cast.  When 
hooked,  fish  seldom  leave  this  pool,  so  do  not 
haul  at  them  to  breaking  strain.  Be  patient,  and 
he  will  be  yours. 

Oak  Tree  Pool. 

This  pool  is  some  eighty  yards  abOA  e,  and  quite 
a  miniature  affair,  about  six  feet  deep  when  in  ply. 
The  water  eddies  round  under  the  oak,  and  it  is 
there  that,  at  times,  you  may  find  him  resting.  I 
have  taken  a  few  herein,  but  :Mr.  Knight  has  taken 
many.  Indeed,  he  would  not  like  the  river  as  he 
doesVere  it  not  for  the  Oak  Tree  Pool. 

Rocky  Pool. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  best  pool  in  this  portion 
of  the  Lyon,  so  be  careful  to  make  the  most  of  it. 
There  are  stire  to  be  fish,  and  they  may  take  in 
this  when  they  would  not  in  any  other. 
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There  are  holes  between  the  rocks  twenty  feet 
deep,  and  shelter  for  anj'  number.  Commence  as 
high  up  as  the  bank  will  permit ;  indeed,  always 
do  so,  as  it  may  be  that  a  fish  is,  with  nose  on  the 
shallow,  longing  to  be  on  up  stream. 

Spend  time  here  and  show  them  sprat  or  gudgeon 
and  Phantoms  of  divers  colours,  and  if  thus  you  do 
not  succeed  play  your  trump  card  and  put  on 
(leen's  Sin.  Natural  Spin. 

I  may  mention,  for  the  encouragement  of  novices 
at  spinning,  an  incident  that  occurred  here. 

I  was  fishing  the  opposite  bank  when  I  saw 
Mr.  Knight  approaching  from  his  side.  Just  as  I 
got  to  the  pool  a  fish  rose,  and  after  a  moment's 
thought  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  see  Knight  catch  it.  He  had  done  me 
many  fishing  kindnesses,  and  driven  me  to  the 
river,  and  also  given  me  first  chance  on  many 
occasions.    I  reminded  him  of  this,  and  in  reply 


Spoken  of  my  method  of  fishing — which  I  shall 
attempt  to  fully  describe  to  you  later  on — and  was 
desirous  that  I  should  gi\  e  a  demonstration  of  it. 

I  hesitated,  and,  while  I  did  so,  a  fish  rose  close 
to  their  feet,  and  a  very  long  cast  from  where  I 
should  have  to  stand.  I  drew  out  my  line  and 
made  a  cast  for  a  corresponding  distance  in  a  totallj' 
different  direction,  drew  back  the  line  and  cast  my 
bait  for  the  spot.  It  fell  within  a  few  inches  of 
land,  and,  as  I  raised  the  point  of  my  rod  to  keep 
the  bait  free  from  the  large  stones  until  another 
foot  or  two  in  the  stream,  I  felt  the  line  tighten, 
and,  with  a  quick  bold  stroke,  I  was  into  a  fish. 

Now,  between  banks  there  were  thirty  yards  of 
rushing  river,  through  which  my  fish  must  come 
that  I  may  have  control  and  not  be  hampered  by 
length  of  line  in  such  a  stream.  Ford,  too,  seeing 
the  danger  of  his  going  down  where  I  could  not 
follow,  called  to  me  to  hold  all  I  could.    It  is 


Mb.  Philip  Geen. 


to  his  protest  told  him  I  would  not  fish  unless  he 
went  over  the  pool  first. 

I  showed  him  the  spot,  and,  strange  for  him,  he 
made  a  poor  cast,  entangled  his  line  in  his  top 
joint,  freed  it  after  many  seconds,  and  when  he 
commenced  to  draw  in  his  line  found  he  had  the 
fish  on,  and  killed  it. 

^  Many  and  many  a  good  fish  has  gone  to  Mr. 
Knight's  hotel  from  here.  In  the  billiard  rcommay 
be  seen  the  cast  of  a  31  ^  pounder  which  Mr.  Knight 
gaffed  for  me. 

The  river  was  in  full  spate  when  it  was  taken. 
We  had  fished  the  Lime-Kiln,  and,  on  nearing 
this  pool,  we  saw  that  it  was  being  fished  by  Sir 
Donald  Currie's  son-in-law,  accompanied  by  Ford, 
head  keeper.  Of  coiu-se  we  kept  away,  proceeding 
up  stream.  I  heard  the  keeper  call,  and,  looking 
round,  saw  that  he  was  beckoning  to  us.  So  we 
returned,  thinking  there  was  some  entanglement 
which  they  desired  us  to  free  from  our  side. 
Instead  of  which  it  transpired  that   Ford  had 


generally  well  to  give  a  fish  the  butt  when  he  runs 
from  you,  but  in  such  a  case  as  this  it  is  at  a  very 
different  angle  at  which  you  must  operate,  as  the 
strain  necessary  is  greater  than  any  rod  can  stand. 
When  it  comes  to  hold  or  break  it  is  a  question  of 
strength  of  line  with  little  help  from  rod. 

I  held  until  I  could  feel  the  line  stretch  and 
stretch,  and,  knowing  that  the  break  would  come, 
I  determined  to  adopt  an  old  plan  of  mine  which  has 
succeeded  more  than  once — to  give  him  line  as 
quickly  as  I  could.  This  did  not  answer  as  fully 
or  as  quickly  as  I  have  known  it  to.  When  I 
tightened  up  I  found  my  fish  was  below  the  pool 
behind  a  rock  in  mid-stream. 

For  a  full  half  hour  four  persons,  two  on  either 
side,  worked  with  a  will,  more  than  one  with  hat 
off,  stoning  the  sulky  rascal.  At  last  it  came  back 
with  a  rush,  and  fortunately  to  my  side,  where  I 
soon  had  my  will  of  it,  and  Mr.  Knight  did  the 
needful. 

I  shall  not' forget  the  kindness  or  the  undoubted 


delight  of  Sir  Donald's  son-in-law,  and  that  of 
Ford,  the  keeper.  The  struggle  had  been  a  strain, 
and  I  was  glad  of  lunch,  a  pipe,  and  a  thought  or 
two.  Of  course,  I  was  pleased  at  my  success  of 
the  grand  fish  and  with  my  audience,  but  my  last 
thought  was  that  those  who  can  aid  and  rejoice  at 
another's  success  while  fishless  themselves  are 
most  to  be  envied. 

There  are  yet  two  pools  in  this  fishing  of  which 
I  must  say  a  few  words. 

Ash  Tree  Pool. 
This  is  a  half-mile  further  up — moderately  deep, 
with  gravel  bottom,  and  large  stones  at  the  nar- 
rowing head.  It  is  from  amongst,  or  behind,  these 
that  the  fish  may  be  expected  to  come,  so,  as 
usual,  commence  well  up-stream.  It  was  here  that 
I  got  two  salmon  in  two  casts,  and  as  each  had 
attempted  to  swallow  the  lure  it  did  not  take 
long  to  land  the  choked  fish — certainly  not  ten 
minutes. 

Garth  Castle  Pool. 
This  is  in  the  last  half  mile — an  extensive,  deep, 
sullen,  flagon-shaped  affair.  It  is  seldom  that  a 
fish  is  taken  from  it  other  than  kelts  ;  now  and 
then,  however,  you  may  have  success  in  the  stony 
neck,  so  try  there,  but  waste  little  time.  Return 
to  the  two  best  pools  below  that  you  may  yet  go 
back  to  Kenmore  with  a  fish,  and  receive  the  con- 
gratulations and  welcome  of  your  ever  charming 
hostess,  Mrs.  Knight. 

{To  be  continued.) 


EPICURES  AND  FISH. 


"  Call  no  man  happy  until  he  is  dead,"  says  an 
ancient  proverb  maker.  "  Call  no  man  great 
unless  he  loves  a  good  dinner,"  say  I.  All  history 
goes  to  prove  that  mighty  men,  empire  makers, 
makers  of  literature  and  art,  had  much  regard  for 
that  part  of  the  anatomy  which  Miss  Vesta  Vic- 
toria in  her  latest  song,  "  Father,  Mother,  and  an 
Apple,"  euphonistically  calls  "  the  tummy." 

In  the  Iliad  we  read  that  after  Achilles  has 
granted  to  unhappy  Priam  his  pathetic  request  in 
reference  to  the  dead  body  of  his  son,  he  imme- 
diately suggests  to  the  old  man  the  wisdom  and 
propriety  of  taking  some  refreshment.  "  Let  us 
now  remember  our  dinner,"  says  the  mighty 
Achilles.  Just  so  ;  grief  may  make  our  tears  flow, 
still  we  must  dine.  Amid  the  wars  of  empire  and 
the  crash  of  worlds,  "the  tocsin  of  the  soul,  the 
dinner  bell,"  will  still  make  itself  heard. 

Seneca  talked  contemptuously  of  "  the  science  of 
the  cook  shop,"  and  this  contempt  was  largely 
accountable  for  his  moroseness  of  temper.  Homer 
(if  there  was  such  a  man)  did  not  despise  this 
science,  and  other  great  poets  since  Homer  have 
not  disdained  to  iSing  the  praise  of  good  eating.  I 
could  quote  a  column  or  two  from  ancient  and 
modern  writers,  giving,  incidentally,  particulars  of 
glorious  feeds,  but  I  will  content  myself  with  a  few 
brief  extracts  having  special  reference  to  fish. 

Oh  !  that  the  mighty  men  of  the  earth  had  dined 
more  often  on  good  fish,  well  cooked.  How 
different  might  have  been  the  destinies  of  many 
nations  ?  The  circumstances  of  the  world  would 
have  been  different  had  Cleopatra's  nose  been  short 
and  "  snub,"  and,  as  Voltaire  says,  whole  nations 
have  been  plunged  into  war  and  misery  through  a 
king  or  a  minister  having  a  fit  of  dyspepsia. 
Napoleon  lost  the  battles  of  Borodino  and  Leipsic 
because  he  had  "  the  tummy  ache."  If  certain 
generals  in  our  own  day  ate  delicate  fish  instead  of 
devouring  leathery  "  biltong,"  indigestion  would 
not  have  interfered  with  logic  and  reason,  and  many 
lives  might  have  been  saved. 

"  I  am  told  that  fish  is  good  for  the  brain ;  what 
shall  I  eat '?  "  once  asked  a  dude,  whose  retreating 
forehead  would  have  made  a  phrenologist  "  sit  up." 
"A  whale,"  was  the  impudent  reply.  I  am  not 
going  to  repeat  this  advice.  I  am  going  to  say 
"  eat  fish,"  and  to  quote  plenty  of  precedents  for 
giving  such  counsel. 

Vedius  Pollio,  the  friend  of  Augustus,  claimed  to 
be  particularly  delicate  in  his  appetite.  His 
favourite  dish  was  lampreys.  I  do  not  see  much 
delicacy,  however,  in  the  fact  that  he  fattened 
these  delicious  fish  with  the  bodies  of  disobedient 
slaves.  I  have,  too,  always  thought  it  rather  un- 
feminine  of  the  lady  in  the  "  Ingoldsby  Legends," 
who,  having  enjoyed  some  eels,  taken  in  a  rather 
unusual  manner,  said,  "  Go,  pop  Sir  Thomas  back 
into  the  pond,  poor  dear,  he  will  catch  us  some 
more."   Tiberius  was  fond  of  oysters,  but  he  could 
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not  determine  in  his  own  mind  or  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  own  palate,  whether  they  were  better 
than  mushrooms  or  fat  thrushes,  so  he  gave  one 
Asellius  Sabinus  a  nice  little  fee  of  £2.000  to  write 
an  essay  on  the  relative  merits  of  the  three 
dishes.  Compare  the  emolument  awarded  for  a 
gastronomical  essay  with  the  £5  paid  to  Milton  for 
"  Paradise  Lost." 

Saints  as  well  as  sinners  must  idine.  Every 
devout  Irishman  will  remember  that  St.  Patrick 
was  hungry,  very  hungry,  one  day.  It  was  a  fast 
day,  too,  and  the  only  food  available  was  a  couple 
of  fat  pork  chops.  These  Pat  (he  was  not  yet 
canonised)  furtively  cooked,  but  before  they  were 
"  done "  the  holy  one  felt  his  conscience  smite 
him,  and  he  cast  the  chops  into  a  pail  of  water, 
with  a  fervent  prayer  that  even  the  intention  to 
eat  them  might  be  forgiven.  His  prayer  had  a 
speedy  answer  by  the  offensive  chops  being  imme- 
diately converted  into  a  couple  of  fat  pike  I 

To  hark  back.  The  ancients  enjoyed  certain 
fish,  the  names  of  which  are  a  puzzle  for  some  of 
us  to-day.  Lentulus  gave  a  dinner,  so  famous 
that  the  menu  has  survived  the  ravages  of  time. 
Doubtless  "  peloris,"  "  spondylus,"  and  "  balani," 
all  described  as  "  a  sort  of  shell-fish,"  were  very 
nice,  but  what  were  they  ?  "Where  can  you  find  or 
buy  them  to-day  ?  Sea-urchins,  oysters,  and  teal 
were  eaten  at  the  same  banquet.  Juvenal  occupies 
a  whole  poem  with  instructions  for  cooking  a  fish, 
and  Horace  did  not  esteem  "  blinded  cuttle-fish  " 
too  sweet  and  good  for  human  nature's  daily  food. 
"  Blinded  cuttle-fish  I  "  Ugh  1  I  would  sooner 
have  dined  with  Ben  Jonson's  Sir  Epicure 
Mammon  off  cockles  boiled  in  silver  shells,  shrimps 
swimming  in  butter  and  dolphins'  milk,  barbels' 
beards  and  carps'  tongues. 

Rabelais  wrote  a  lot  about  eating  and  drinking. 
With  many  of  his  Gargantuan  dishes  I  am  dis- 
gusted ;  some  few  make  my  mouth  water,  others 
puzzle  me.  Has  any  modern  angler  ever  weighed 
in  these  fishes  —  "  sleeves,"  "  gracious  lords," 
"  jeys,"  "precks,"  "botetoes,"  "pallours,"  "  smys," 
and  the  like ;  where  are  they  caught,  and  with 
what  fly  or  bait '?  Gray  was  far  more  explicit  when 
he  wrote  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Chapman,  Master  of 
Magdalen  College,  Cambridge  :  "  He  has  gone  to 
his  grave  with  five  fine  large  mackerel  (fresh  and 
full  of  roe)  in  his  belly."  "  What  a  lovely  death  I  " 
would  my  fishmonger  exclaim,  just  as  my  wine 
merchant  might  envy  Clarence,  who  was  drowned 
in  a  butt  of  wine. 

Our  modern  novelists  have  written  far  more 
about  drinking  than  eating.  Dickens  contrived  to 
get  the  aroma  of  rum  punch  into  nearly  all  his 
novels,  but  when  they  do  write  gastronomically 
they  play  with  fish  like  any  jolly  angler — for  jolly 
anglers  most  of  our  best  novelists  have  been,  and 
are.  I  should  like  to  know,  I  must  confess,  where 
to  catch  those  wonderful  purple  fish  Mortimer 
Collins  wrote  about.  On  second  thoughts  I  don't 
think  I'll  trouble  about  them,  for  they  are  only  to 
be  "  taken  "  in  lakes  formed  in  the  basins  of  extinct 
^•olcanoes,  and  no  extinct  volcano  is  within  reach 
of  my  privilege  ticket.  Yes,  I  will  let  those  purple 
fish  alone,  and  if  I  must  dine,  in  imagination,  with 
a  novelist,  sit  me  down  with  some  of  William 
Black's  Scotch  heroes  after  they  have  been  out 
salmon  fishing,  or  let  me  take  with  Charles 
O'Malley  a  slice  of  that  turbot  "  as  large  as  the 
AVaterloo  Shield,"  which  had  for  standard  bearer 
a  square  bottle  of  whisky.  That  must  have  been 
a  turbot  worth  eating,  for  Charles  O'Malley  often 
conjured  up  its  memories  to  sweeten  his  camp  fare 
of  "  pickled  cork  tree  and  pyroligneous  aqua-fortis." 

Human  nature  is  ever  the  same.  Here  is  an 
extract  from  a  letter  I  received  from  Ladysmith  : — 
"  The  grub  is  awful  I  I'm  lucky  if  I  can  get  a 
mite  of  tough  horse,  which  a  London  pussy  would 
shudder  at,  washed  down  with  mud  and  water, 
which  only  the  Ananias  who  serves  it  calls  coffee. 
Never  mind  ;  I  shut  my  eyes,  and,  like  the  Duchess 
and  Dick  Swiveller,  I  make  believe  I  am  eating 
salmon  and  trout  from  the  Test,  and  washing  it 
down  with  whisky  from  .  .  .  ." 

I  cut  the  quotation  short — I  don't  want  to  create 
a  run  on  any  particular  brand.      Felix  Penne. 


To  ThY  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  Hyw  to  Tie  Flies  for  Di-y  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  >  theni.m  "  of  the  /■Xshing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-datePocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2a.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  apd  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  LADY  ANGLER. 


We  have  to  thank  the  editor  of  our  interesting 
contemporary  The  Candid  Friend  for  the  following 
account  of  Miss  Craigie  Halkett  and  the  loan  of 
her  portrait  with  the  grand  take  of  salmon.  What 
handsome  fellows  they  are. — Ed. 

"  The  '  compleat  angler '  adorning  this  page 
is  Miss  Craigie  Halkett,  of  Cramond,  one  of  the 
ancient  family  of  that  ilk,  who  number  no  less 
than  nineteen  generations  of  soldiers  among  their 
ancestry.  Not  the  least  famous  of  these  was 
Field- IMarshal  Sir  Hugh  Halkett,  who  at  Waterloo 
took  General  Cambronne  prisoner  at  the  head  of 


day  of  a  concert !  Anyhow,  the  ladies'  orchestra, 
with  its  pretty  uniform  of  black  and  yellow,  came 
to  an  end. 

"  Miss  Craigie  Halkett  is  an  all-round  sports 
woman.  She  plays  golf,  drives  a  tandem,  and  is  a 
notable  fisherwoman.  She  rarely  misses  a  season 
in  Norway  when  she  gets  the  chance,  and  my 
portrait  is  from  an  enlarged  snapshot  taken  after 
a  successful  day  on  a  Norwegian  river.  She  is  also 
one  of  the  lights  on  Bridge,  wliich  I  am  not  sure 
has  not  ousted  all  her  former  pursuits.  She  loves 
the  game  for  the  game's  sake,  .and  will  gently 
instruct  a  neophyte  without  losing  lier  temper. 
Miss  Halkett  is  an  ardent  philatelist,  and  possesses 
a  very  valuable  collection  of  stamps." 


Miss  Craigie  Halkett. 


his  own  men,  and  called  forth  the  answer,  more 
forcible  than  polite,  which  has  gone  down  to  history 
as  the  mot  de  Cambronne. 

"  Miss  Craigie  Halkett's  claim  to  distinction  at 
this  moment  is  that  she  has  been  elected  captain 
of  the  Ladies'  Golf  Club  at  Pau,  an  office  which  is 
only  retained  for  a  year.  She  is  a  most  popular 
member  of  that  cosmopolitan  community  which 
lives  under  the  shadow  of  the  Pyrenees.  At  one 
time  Miss  Halkett  contrived  so  far  to  amalgamate 
the  different  elements  of  which  Pau  society  is 
composed  as  to  get  together  a  ladies'  orchestra, 
which  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  place  while  it 
lasted.  But  Pau  society  is  too  kaleidoscopic  for 
an  undertaking  of  the  sort  to  be  very  long  lived,  and 
ladies  are  proverbially  unamenable  to  discipline. 
Sometimes  the  first  fiddle  would  be  out  hunting, 
or  the  'cello  enjoying  a  breezy  round  on  the  golf- 
links,  just  as  the  hour  for  practising  came  on, 
while  the  big  drmn  and  the  cymbals  have  been 
known  to  take  a  run  down  to  Biarritz  on  the  very 


FILTH  AND  FACTORIES 
.  VERSUS  FISHERIES. 

Increasing  civilisation,  together  with  its  increas- 
ing factories,  gas-works,  and  sewage  derived  from 
increasing  populations,  or  over-populations  with 
their  stall-fed  cattle,  horses,  and  slaughter-houses, 
will  eventually  exterminate  the  world's  inland 
fisheries  as  natural  "  independent  financial 
industries. 

Similarly,  the  sport  of  the  inland  angler  is 
augmentingly  threatened,  and  is  ultimately  doomed 
to  disappear. 

In  the  far  distant  future,  here  and  there,  where 
expense  is  no  object,  or  where  mankind  is  almost 
unknown  as  inhabitants,  these  respective  fish 
ponds  or  fish  farms  may  artificially  flourish  and 
survive,  or  inland  fisheries  exist,  where  the  local 
population  is  too  sparse  and  rare  to  pollute  the 
local  streams  or  lakes. 
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Rivers,  streams,  lakes,  ponds,  and  inland  waters 
generally  will  become  so  augnientingly  polluted  by 
excessive  accumulating  filth,  by  sewage  from  local 
houses,  stables,  farms,  and  the  like,  by  the  waste 
products  and  poisons  from  adjacent  factories,  liiue 
kilns,  bleaching-works,  gas-works,  etc.,  that  slowly 
but  surely  all  living  aquatic  animals,  like  fish, 
and  their  living  eggs,  will  be  thus  sacrificed  and 
slaughtered. 

Here,  by  "  fish "  I  include  all  vertebrate  and 
invertebrate  aquatic  animals,  ivom  the  sportive 
salmon  down  to  the  pearl-producing  sluggish  snails 
or  molluscs. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  sea  can  never  be  fished 
out  or  exhausted,  there  is  no  fear  that  marine  fish 
will  ever  become  exterminated. 

In  the  Nineteenth  Century  for  November,  1901, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Rferston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette) 
has  ably  and  admirably  proved  that  the  "  attacks 
of  man  can  make  no  real  impression"  upon  the 
inexhaustible  wealth  of  fish  life  within  the  world's 
seas.* 

In  the  struggle  for  existence  or  the  fighting  for 
life,  that  is,  in  the  eternal  race  for  the  survival  only 
of  the  fittest  families,  certain  marine  species  will 
be  gradually  rooted  out  to  make  room  for  hardier, 
tougher,  and  stronger  animals. 

Thus  the  sole,  the  king  of  table  or  edible  fishes, 
having  but  a  very  limited  area  of  distribution, 
which  is  notoriously  over-fished  and  over-hunted, 
is  likely  before  long  to  disappear. 

The  sole's  powers  of  defence  are  slight,  and  its 
powers  of  offence  or  fighting  still  slighter. 

Its  chief  means  of  "  preservation  "  appear  to  be 
its  curiously  quick  power  of  imitating  its  surrotmd- 
ings  or  environment,  and  thus  escape  attack  by 
stronger  marine  animals. 

The  improved  devices  for  catching  fish,  especially 
by  up-to-date  steam  trawlers,  will  make  it  more 
and  more  difficult  for  the  sole  to  escape  ipan's  nets. 

Hence  considering  the  commercial  prospective 
potentialities  of  a  distant  future,  the  financial  or 
industrial  conclusions  and  lessons  to  be  learnt  are 
practically  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Money  sunk  in  inland  fisheries  will  be 
ultimately  as  unproductive  as  worked  out  or 
exhausted  mines. 

(2)  By  means  of  progressive  up-to-date  fish- 
catching  tackle,  worked  from  progressive  up-to-date 
steam  fishing  vessels  and  steam  refrigerator  fish- 
carrying  vessels,  the  marine  supply  of  the  world's 
fish  will  never  be  fished  out. 

(3)  Fish  are  wild  animals,  and  many  conditions 
and  circumstances,  combined  or  singly,  compel 
marine  animals  to  shift  their  homes,  but  steamers 
can  always  follow  the  marine  fish  so  as  to  capture 
man's  food,  and  bring  it  safe,  sweet,  and  sound  to 
shore. 

(4)  Hence  money  judiciously  expended  upon 
marine  fisheries  and  fishing  will  ever  remain  more 
or  less. productive  by  the  employment  of  up-to-date 
methods. 

(5)  However,  whilst  beyond  the  usual  three 
miles  limit  (a  limit  which  is  probably  illegally 
extended  in  some  of  our  colonial  pearl  and  mother- 
of-pearl  sea-fisheries)  no  country  has  any  extra- 
territorial jurisdiction  over  sea-fisheries. 

This  fact  often  makes  it  difficult  to  get  sufficient 
capital  to  work  distant  sea-fisheries  in  no  man's 
•  aquatic  lands. 

(6)  "  Since  the  herring-gutters  of  Holland  during 
a  portion  of  the  seventeenth  century  (say  from  1653 
to  1667)  made  themselves  not  only  the  monopolisers 
of  the  then  chief  European  fisheries,  but  also  the 
masters  of  the  maritime-military  and  mercantile 
navies  of  the  world,  no  nation  has  realised  what  can 
be  done  by  using  their  bond  fide  deep  sea  fishermen, 
not  only  for  fishing  but  also  for  offensive  and 
defensive  purposes  of  state  policy  and  protection. 

I    (7)  Inland   fisheries  being  territorial  and  also 
-  national  will  always  be  more  popular  with  the  bulk 
.  of -financiers  and  wealthy  landowners;  or,  in  other 
...words,  to  bolster  up  the  declining  and  vanishing 
inland  fisheries,  money  will  be  far  more  lavishly 
spent,  and  too  often  industrially  wasted,  alike  for 
'the  hope  of  getting  sjjort  or  for  developing  an 
artificially  pushed-out  and  perishing  industry. 

(8)  On  paper,  extra  stringent  laws  will  be  passed 
'to  protect  inland  waters  from  increasing  pollution 
•by  filth,  factories,  and  sewage. 

However,  the  administration  of  these  laws  will 
:  become  in  practice  powerless.    Too  frequently  the 

*  Mr.  R.  B.  Slarston's  views  are  conflrmetl  by  the  Norwegian 
biologists,  Professors  Hjort  and  Dalil,  whose  discoveries  he 
describes. 


local  authority  to  carry  out  these  laws  will  be  the 
chief  sinners  in  polluting  their  own  local  inland 
waters. 

The  officials  appointed  by  the  local  authorities 
are  in  England  often  placed  in  the  proverbial  cleft- 
stick. 

Thus,  in  rural  districts,  if  they  wanted  to  keep 
all  sewage  and  filth  out  of  their  inland  waters,  then 
the  local  residents  would  have  to  be  so  cruelly 
over-taxed  with  rates,  and  excessive  rates,  that  the 
people  could  not  and  would  not  submit  to  such 
fiscal  burdens. 

If  they  did  submit  to  such  excessive  over- 
taxation, then  most  of  the  residents  would  become 
bankrupt,  and  thereby  more  or  less  become 
dependent  upon  the  rates,  or  be  in  the  work- 
house. 

If  the  people  emigrated  in  large  numbers,  then 
such  rural  districts  would  be  drained  dry  of  a 
working  population. 

Empty  houses  and  farms  unoccupied,  I  presume, 
pay  practically  no  taxes. 

Hence,  no  administrative  executive  would  care 
or  dare  to  drive  away  its  population  and  ruin  the 
proprietors  or  owners  of  local  lands  and  houses  by 
this  process  of  depopulation. 

(9)  In  many  straggling  sparsely-populated  rural 
villages  or  districts,  where  the  houses  are  more  or 
less  widely  scattered  apart,  and  often  as  it  were 
isolated  within  their  own  more  or  less  "  extensive  " 
grounds,  and  where  such  houses,  stables,  slaughter- 
houses, etc.,  have  already  long  drained  their  sewage 
and  filth  into  the  local  water-courses,  there  it  often 
becomes  too  prohibitively  costly  a  process  for 
alteration. 

In  England,  such  districts  may  be  in  already 
increasingly  impoverished  agricultural  areas,  where 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  so  poor,  and 
their  landlords  comparatively  equally  poor,  that 
expensive  hygienic  up-to-date  improvements  on  the 
part  of  hard-up  landlords  become  either  prohibitive 
or  impossible. 

If  such  an  impecunious  landlord  had  to  borrow 
largely  at  a  comparatively  high  rate  of  interest 
(even  if  the  required  capital  could  be  so  tem- 
porarily raised  or  advanced),  then  he  would  be 
compelled  to  charge  a  higher  rental  to  his 
tenants. 

Prom  his  struggling  hand-to-mouth  tenants,  the 
landlord  already  often  finds  it  tedious  and  difficult 
to  obtain  his  rentals.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  if 
he  by  an  improved  system  of  sanitation  and  drain- 
age, causing  his  tenants  prolonged  inconvenience 
within  their  homes  by  disturbing  their  internal 
structures,  and  also  the  ground  about  these 
residences,  and  then  if  he  endeavoured  to  exact  a 
higher  rental,  this  would  increasmgly  strain  the 
relations  between  the  landlord  and  his  tenants. 

(10)  It  is  the  dread  of  these  dangers  and  difficulties 
which  often  make  desired  and  necessary  sanitary 
reform  and  progress  almost  outside  the  pale  of 
practical  realisation. 

Thus  it  happens  that  in  too  many  English  rural 
districts,  their  local  inland  waters  have  ceased  to  be 
able  to  support  living  "  fish  "  and  "  fish  "  eggs. 

Further,  these  waters  are  too  often  actually  so 
belligerently  offensive  in  odour  that  the  water  is 
often  alike  unfit  to  drink,  to  bathe  in,  or  to  row  or 
sail  upon. 

(11)  In  conclusion,  inland  waters  are  often, 
during  periods  of  prolonged  drought,  more  or  less 
dried  up,  which  may  be  fatal  to  a  portion  of  the 
living  fish  and  fish  eggs. 

(12)  At  other  times  excessive  rains,  floods,  melting 
snow,  or  freshets  may  cause  serious  damage  to  the 
fisheries. 

(18)  Excessive  silt  is  especially  dangerous  to 
many  fisheries. 

From  such  evils  marine  fisheries  are  practically 
free.  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton, 
22  Jan.,  1902. 


"THE  NATURALIST'S  DIRECTORY." 


We  are  glad  to  receive  from  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill, 
176,  Strand,  the  1902-3  edition  of  "  The  Naturalist's 
Directory,"  giving  a  list  of  the  principal  naturalists 
and  collectors  at  home,  in  the  colonies,  and  on  the 
Continent,  divided  under  the  heads  Zoology, 
Microscopy,  Botany,  Geology,  Palaeontology,  etc. 
It  also  gives  lists  of  natural  history  societies,  field 
clubs,  museums,  trade  directory,  and  list  of  natural 
science  magazines. 


THE  TAEPON,  OK  SILVEE  KING. 


The  tarpon,  or  silver  king,  as  this  fish  is  desig- 
nated, by  reason  of  the  brilliant  silvery  lustre  of 
its  great  scales  (the  shield-shaped  scale  sometimes 
measures  more  than  three  inches  in  length  and 
breadth,  the  exposed  portion  that  gives  the  tarpon 
the  brilliancy  of  burnished  silver  being  nearly 
three-fourths  the  area  of  the  whole  scale),  is  known 
to  ichthyologists  as  Mcgalops  atlanticus,  family 
Elo2nda\  The  tarpon  is  related  to  the  big-eyed 
herring,  Elo2>s  saurus,  but  has  distinctive  features 
not  foimd  in  the  latter,  although  classed  as  one  of 
the  big-eyed  herrings.  The  tarpon  has  a  long 
filament  extending  from  the  rear  of  its  dorsal  fin, 
has  no  lateral  line,  and,  as  stated  above,  has  very 
large  scales.  Its  form  is  lithe  and  sinewy,  like 
that  of  a  well-trained  athlete,  its  forked  caudal  fin 
is  large  and  powerful,  and  the  silvery  colour  of  its  , 
sides  shades  into  a  darker  hue  upon  the  back.  ! 

The  habitat  of  the  tarpon  is  principally  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  along  the  coasts  of  States  j 
bordering  thereon,  but  is  seen  as  far  north  on  the  • 
Atlantic  Coast  as  Georgia,  and  rarely  along  the 
coast  of  the  Middle  States.  It  prefers  semi-tropical  , 
waters. 

The  silver  king  is  a  predaceous  fish,  and  feeds 
eagerly  upon  schools  of  smaller  fishes,  pursuing 
them  far  into  the  brackish  water  in  the  mouths  of  1 
rivers  lying  within  its  range.  Its  activity  and  its  } 
gamy  qualities  render  it  a  noble  finny  quarry  for 
the  angler  with  rod  and  reel,  but  save  as  a  trophy 
the  fish  has  little  value.  One  of  the  great  resorts 
upon  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  for  the  enthusiastic 
tarpon  angler,  is  Fort  Myers,  upon  the  Caloosa- 
hatchee  River,  where  large  numbers  of  these  gamy 
5g'.ters  have  been  taken.  But  the  tarpon  is  found 
in  abundance  at  many  other  points  on  the  Gulf, 
and  last  season  the  record  kept  of  tarpons  captured 
with  rod  and  reel  by  the  guests  of  the  Tarpon  Inn, 
at  Ai-ansas  Pass,  on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  Texas,  shows 
that  from  April  10  to  Nov.  15  549  silver  kings 
were  landed.  Probably  this  record  far  exceeds  any 
ever  kept.  The  tarpon  in  the  waters  named  usually 
begins  to  take  bait  freely  during  the  latter  part  of 
March  or  the  fore  part  of  April.  Earlier  in  the 
season  the  fish  shows  less  avidity,  owing  probably 
to  the  presence  of  a  larger  food  supply,  for  it  is 
said  the  schools  of  mullets  (a  fish  of  which  the 
tarpon  is  fond  and  that  is  used  usually  by  the 
angler  for  bait)  are  much  more  numerous  in  coast 
waters  during  the  early  months  of  the  winter. 

The  angler  who  has  never  tested  the  agility, 
gameness,  and  wily  tactics  of  the  silver  king  has 
before  him  a  most  exciting  and  pleasurable  angling 
experience  should  he  make  a  trip  to  some  of  these 
well-known  resorts  of  the  gamy  salt-water  fish 
when  the  season  opens.  He  will  find  the  tarpon  a 
finny  athlete  which  will  tax  to  the  utmost  his 
dexterity  as  an  angler,  for  the  least  mistake  in 
playing  the  fish  will  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
wily  silver  king ;  and  the  rodster  will  find  his 
endurance  well  tested  should  the  tarpon  be  six  feet 
in  length  and  weigh,  perhaps,  so  much  as  1701b. 

When  the  fish  takes  the  bait  he   should  be 
allowed  to  have  line  freely,  to  give  him  time  to  get  i 
the  hook  and  lure  well  into  his  gullet.    When  \ 
hooked  he  will  act  as  if  frantic  with  rage,  and  will  J 
throw  his  gleaming  body  clear  out  of  the  water  | 
time  and  again.    More  tarpons  are  lost  in  the  early  i 
stages  of  the  game  through  a  taut  line  than  from  ] 
any  other  cause.    'Tis  said  these  fishes  have  freed 
themselves  often  by  striking  a  taut  line  with  the  j 
tail  when  descending  from  a  leap  above  the  surface  1 
of  the  water.     The  tarpon  makes  strong  and  swift  j 
rushes,  leaps  and  sounds,  and  during  its  first  deter-  ! 
mined  struggles  the  line  must  be  allowed  to  run  out 
readily.     The  angler  may  recover  his  slack  when-  j 
ever  opportunity  offers,  and  soon  can  begin  to  use  ] 
the  drag  of  his  reel  and  the  elasticity  of  his  rod  to 
weary  the  fish,  but  cannot  afford  to  relax  his  | 
vigilance  for  a  moment  until  the  tarpon  is  safely  ( 
landed. 

The  outfit  for  tarpon  fishing  should  consist  of  a  i 
strong  but  pliable  wooden  rod,  preferably  an  eight-  j 
strip  bamboo,  seven  feet  in  length  (some  anglers  j 
prefer  it  slightly  longer),  weight  about  24oz. ;  a 
quadruple  multiplying  reel  that  will  hold  at  least  j 
five  hundred  yards  of  Cuttyhunk,  twenty-one-thread  i 
linen  line ;  plenty  of  large  hooks,  say  No.  10 — 0 
Limerick ;  and  snoods,  three  feet  in  length,  made  | 
of  some  strong  pliable  material  not  to  be  easily  i 
frayed  by  the  teeth  of  the  fish  during  the  long  | 
struggle.  Some  anglers  use  piano-wu'e,  while  others  ; 
make  a  three-strand  braid  of  soft  cotton  line  about 
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the  size  of  ordinary  yarn.  With  such  an  outfit,  if 
the  angler  shall  be  fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a 
fishing  ground,  and  shall  secure  the  services  of  an 
experienced  guide  and  boatman,  he  may  enjoy  some 
of  the  rarest  angling  sport  of  his  lite,  exceeded 
perhaps  only  by  that  to  be  had  with  "the  leaping 
tuna  of  the  Pacific.  If,  however,  the  angler  is  a 
novice  in  tarpon  fishing  he  must  not  be  discouraged 
by  the  failure  of  his  first  attempts  to  play  and  land 
the  gamy  silver  king  of  the  Gulf  Coast  waters. — 
American  Field, 


FEESH-AVATEE  AQUAEIA. 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill,  the  .well-known  publisher. 

(Continued  from  page  58.) 
CHAPTER  11.— continued. 
An  arrangement  of  an  aquarium  and  fernery 
combined  is  interesting  and  ornamental  (Fig.  28). 
This  combination  is  fixed  outside  a  window.  The 


window  is  unpleasing.  One  large  sheet  is  used  for 
the  back  (A,  Fig.  29) ;  but  if  it  should  not  be 
convenient  to  use  only  one  jiane  for  this  purpose 
the  necessary  woodwork  for  more  than  one  may  be 
tastefully  covered  inside  with  cork,  with  here  and 
there  a  fern,  which  may  be  planted  in  the  following 
way  : — Get  a  small,  round  tin  canister  with  a  few 
holes  punched  in  the  bottom,  and  sew  round  it 
two  pieces  of  sufficiently -curved  cork,  using  thin 
copper  wire  for  this  purpose,  and  in  this  contrivance 
plant  the  fern.  Ferns  in  suitable  baskets  may  be 
hung  from  the  roof  of  the  frame,  but  care  should 
be  taken  that  they  are  not  too  heavy,  as  this  roof 
should  be  so  arranged  as  to  open  and  shut  at 
pleasure.  No  fern  ought  to  be  hung  in  such  a 
way  that  the  drip  from  it  would  fall  inside  the 
aquarium.  If  anything  does  hang  over  the  tank 
it  should  be  a  fern  basket  and  filter  in  one,  which 
combination  is  not  difficult  to  make. 

A  fountain  playing  in  the  aquarium  will  be  a 
great  improvement,  and  can,  according  to  circum- 
stances, be  more  or  less  easily  contrived. 

Directions  for  making  fountains  and  the  filter 
are  given  in  another  chapter. 

Fig.  30  represents  a  section  of  the  fernery 
and  aquarium  combination.    A,  window-sill;  B, 


resin.  This  (or  in  this  proportion)  should  be  kept 
in  a  well-stoppered  bottle,  and  when  wanted  the 
necessary  quantity  should  be  made  into  a  putty 
with  boiled  oil  and  driers.  This  is  a  very  quick 
drying  cement.  It  becomes,  if  anything,  too 
hard. 

;5.  The  same  as  No.  2,  with  the  exception  of  the 
plaster  of  Paris  and  the  driers. 

4.  The  best  Portland  cement.  * 

.T.  One  part  pitch  and  one-fourth  part  gutta-percha 
applied  when  waini.  These  should  be  melted 
together  in  an  iron  ladle  over  a  gas-flame  or  lamp. 
This  cement  is  especially  useful  for  an  aquarium 
made  of  wood. 

6.  The  cement,  such  as  Cole's,  generally  sold  for 
fixing  solid  or  cushion  indiarubber  tyres  to  bicycles, 
makes  a  very  useful  cement  for  some  aquaria. 
When  used  it  should  be  melted  and  made  to 
run,  by  tilting  the  tank,  where  it  is  wanted  to  go. 
As  it  soon  hardens  the  aquaria  can  be  filled  with 
water  within  an  liour  after  its  application.  This 
cement  may  with  advantage  be  placed  over  red  and 
white  lead  as  soon  as  the  latter  has  become  a  little 
dry. 

In  buying  an  aquarium  care  should  be  taken  to 
choose  one  which  is  broad  and  shallow  in  proportion 
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Fig.  29.  Back  of  Aquarium  and  Fernery 
combined. 

tank  should  be  of  slate  and  plate-glass,  like  Fig.  8, 
but  it  may  be  similar  to  either  Fig.  7  or  Fig.  9.  If 
it  be  either  of  the  first  two  shapes  then  the  stand 
should  be  so  arranged  that  there  will  be  a  place  for 
ferns  beyond  the  aquarium.  The  effect  of  seeing 
them  through  the  water  will  be  pleasing,  and  at 
the  same  time  they  will  provide  suitable  shade  for 
the  fish.  The  framework  to  support  and  protect 
the  aquariuin  and  fernery  may  be  as  high  as  the 
window — or  only  half  as  high — but  its  breadth 
should  somewhat  exceed  that  of  the  window.  The 
reason  for  this  greater  breadth  is  that  the  tank  may 
be  so  long  that  its  ends  will  not  be  exposed  to  view, 
the  aquarium  thus  appearing  to  be  larger  then  it 
really  is.  If  the  tank  is  made  of  slate,  according 
to  Fig.  8,  only  a  piece  of  plate  glass  will  be  seen  as 
its  front,  no  top  bar  being  necessary,  which  would 
mar  the  effect.  The  whole  combination  may  be 
supported  by  a  strong  wooden  stand  outside  the 
window  (Fig.  30) ;  or  if  the  room  to  which  it  is 
af&xed  is  an  upper  one,  iron  brackets  let  into  the 
wall  must  be  used  instead  of  the  stand.  The 
frame,  back,  and  sides  should  be  glazed  with  tinted 
cathedral  glass,  especially  if  the  view  from  the 


Fig.  28.  Aquarium  and  Fernery  Combined. 

aquarium ;  C  and  D,  trays  for  ferns,  running  the 
whole  length  of  the  aquarium ;  E,  one  of  the 
hanging-baskets  ;  F,  fountain  ;  G,  wooden  support ; 
H  and  I,  legs  to  support  aquarium  and  tray.  The 
trays  ought  to  have  holes  in  their  bottoms  to  allow 
for  drainage,  which  should  be  able  to  run  freely 
through  the  floor  of  the  framework  into  the  yard 
or  garden  outside.  Instead  of  the  trays  C  and  D 
for  ferns,  one  tray,  so  arranged  as  to  admit  of  a 
sloping  surface  of  mould  (as  shown  by  the  dotted 
line),  may  be  substituted. 

All  the  aquaria  described  in  this  chapter,  with 
one  exception,  I  have  myself  made  at  different 
times,  and  the  one  excepted  was  made  by  a  friend  ; 
therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  their  construction  is 
not  beyond  the  powers  of  an  ordinary  amateur 
mechanic. 

The  following  cements  have  been  found  useful 
in  the  construction  of  aquaria  : — 

1.  Red  and  white  lead — the  two  being  mixed 
together  into  a  stiff  paste.  The  bed  for  this  cement 
ought  to  be  painted  with  gold-size. 

2.  One  pint  each  of  plaster  of  Paris,  litharge, 
fine  white  scind ,  =^d  one  third  pint  of  finely  -powdered 


Fig.  30.  Section  of  Aquarium  and 
Fernery  Combined. 

to  its  size.  It  ought,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  neat 
in  appearance  and  strongly  made. 

The  different  aquaria  suitable  for  insects  only 
will  be  described  in  another  chapter. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  SHETLAND  WATEES. 


The  Shetland  and  Orkney  season  opens  for 
angling  on  Feb.  1,  at  the  same  time  as  the  Tweed 
system.  This  is  somewhat  earlier  than  the  bulk 
of  Scotch  waters,  but  then  these  far  apart  fisheries 
are  worked  under  separate  Acts  peculiar  to  them- 
selves. As  regards  the  Shetland  fisheries  there  is 
little  or  nothing  else  in  the  Act  in  the  way  of 
salmon  fishery  legislation  to  protect  the  fisheries 
or  regulate  the  taking  of  fish  beyond  stating  the 
opening  and  closing  dates. 

There  are  no  salmon  or  grilse  in  Shetland,*  but 
sea-trout  of  the  very  finest  and  best  quality  make 
up  for  the  lack  of  Salmo  salai;  and  run  up  (in  the 

•  Are  there  none  ? — Ed. 
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autumn)  to  81b.,  101b.,  and  121b.  in  weight ;  and  I 
have  before  me,  while  I  write,  the  head  and  tail  of 
a  female  101b.  sea-trout,  killed  at  Yell  in  October 
last  by  Mr.  Bathgate,  an  expert  angler  and  all- 
round  sportsman  of  the  first  water.  The  early 
spring  fish,  however,  are  mostly  of  the  finnock 
order,  plentiful  but  light  during  the  opening 
months. 

These  heavy  fish  are  not  common,  however,  and 
the  average  for  sea-trout  is  nearer  21b.  than  41b., 
although  four-pounders  are  not  uncommon.  There 
is  a  run  of  finnock  (grilse  sea-trout)  in  the  spring 
averaging  from  Jib.  to  Ijlb.,  and  another  in  the 
autumn,  but  the  sea-trout  proper  do  not  come  on 
the  coast  in  force  till  June,  when  they  continue 
entering  the  voes  and  bays  all  through  the  summer 
and  autumn,  taking  every  chance  spate  of  the 
rivulets  to  rim  iip  during  the  back-end  season, 
being  land-locked  in  the  lagoons  and  brackish 
lochs  during  the  summer  and  early  autumn.  So 
there  is  always  abundance  of  sea-trout  and  to 
spare,  either  in  the  sea  or  the  numerous  inland 
lochs  connected  with  it,  in  addition  to  the  vast 
shoals  of  other  fish  which  surround  the  coast,  and 
the  extensive  brown  trout  fishing  as  distinct  from 
the  sea-trout  pure  and  simple. 

The  angling  season  in  the  Shetlands  has  not 
been  just  so  good  of  late  as  in  some  former  years. 
This  was  on  account  of  the  extreme  droughts,  which 
kept  the  lochs  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  otherwise 
acted  prejudicially  on  the  migrations  of  the  fish 
shorewards.  Nothing  brings  them  on  the  coast 
like  a  bit  of  a  spate,  and  when  that  is  vouchsafed 
now  and  again  during  the  spring,  summer,  and 
early  autumn  every  voe  and  burn  is  crowded  with 
fresh  run  beauties,  glittering  in  their  silver  sheen, 
and  giving  the  liveliest  of  sport  with  the  minimum 
of  trouble  to  find  them.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  make  a  basket  of  thirty  fish  weighing  as  many 
pounds  in  a  few  hours  of  a  morning,  when  the 
conditions  are  at  all  favourable.  "  Fishing  for 
three  hours  one  evening  in  a  small  loch  in  Yell,  I 
had  sixteen  trout  scaling  141b.,  better  sport  and 
better  fish  than  ever  I  got  in  Loch  Leven  in  the 
same  time,  and  I  have  fished  it  hundreds  of  times," 
so  writes  a  friend  I  induced  to  run  North  this  past 
summer. 

If  the  fishing  season,  however,  has  not  been  up 
to  the  mark  during  the  past  few  seasons — and 
where  in  the  kingdom  has  it  been  otherwise? — the 
shooting  season  has  been  above  the  average.  Seals, 
porpoises,  duck,  rabbits,  curlew,  snipe,  and  plover 
are  the  usual  game  found,  and  like  the  fishings  the 
shootings  are  mostly  free  or  nominally  so,  and  the 
angler  who  can  use  and  cares  for  the  gun  need  not 
suffer  from  ennui  during  his  holiday  even  though 
the  fish  will  not  rise  just  then. 

There  is  a  lack  of  real  knowledge  about  the 
Shetlands ;  and  it  may  at  once  be  stated  that 
however  much  may  be  written  about  theiu,  every- 
one who  goes  there  has  to  depend  so  much  on 
self-reliance  that  it  is  a  matter  of  experience  to 
Ljet  up  to  the  various  localities,  the  modes  of  fishing, 
and  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  natives.  The 
experience  is  so  novel,  and  so  constantly  demanded 
at  every  tiun  (that  is,  one  is  constantly  thrown  on 
one's  own  resources),  that  the  impression  deepens 
that  all  one  has  hitherto  been  told  about  the  Shet- 
land waters  is  of  little  use,  and  often  wide  of  the 
mark.  To  those  who  can  find  their  way  about 
Shetland  is  the  place  to  go  to,  and  they  will  find 
plenty  of  scope  for  their  ingenuity,  resource,  and 
pluck,  and  abundant  reward  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
For  those  who  do  not  know  how  to  tie  up  their  own 
rods,  manipulate  a  worm,  a  Devon,  a  sand-eel,  or 
other  bait,  who  have  no  eye  for  the  spots  where 
fish  are  likely  to  lurk,  and  who  cannot  get  about 
without  the  assistance  of  a  gillie  to  act  as  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend,  Shetland  is  certainly  not 
the  place  to  go  to.'  Gillies  there  are,  but  they  are 
little  better  than  beasts  of  burden.  Speak  they 
won't,  but  for  sitting  on  the  rocks  and  gazing  into 
nothing,  or  drinking  whisky,  they  are  champions  of 
the  first  water. 

They  are  splendid  oarsmen,  but  they  cannot  be 
.  trusted  to  find  the  spots  where  the  fish  are.  They 
have  been  so  accustomed  to  taking  the  fish  with  the 
net  from  time  immemorial,  they  are  so  accustomed 
.  to  taking  them  still  by  the  same  means,  that  they 
cannot  understand  why  so  much  time  should  be 
wasted  taking  them  singly  with  a  rod  and  line,  nor 
what  sport  there  can  be  in  kiliing  a  feio  sea-trout, 
when  they  need  to  net  them  by  the  dozen  for  their 
daily  bread.  But  though  these  fellows  appear 
stupid,  and  look  innocent  and  simple  to  a  degree, 


they  can  give  the  \dlest  heathen  points  for  duplicity 
and  cuteness  when  brought  to  task,  and  when 
compelled  can  carry  a  burden  of  fish,  guns,  rods, 
waders,  etc.,  over  a  country  without  x^ath  or  road 
equal  to  that  of  an  ox ;  and  are  quite  content  it 
rewarded  with  an  extra  dram  or  a  few  shillings  at 
the  end  of  the  day.  They  are  naturally  lazy,  and 
the  sportsman  who  cannot  poke  them  up,  and  get 
his  own  out  of  them,  will  fare  badly  indeed. 

"  It's  a  far  cry  to  Loch  Awe."  It  is  a  little 
farther  to  Shetland.  Yet  in  these  times  if  one 
wants  good  sea-trout  fishing  for  nothing,  with 
shooting  and  other  health-giving  ingredients  thrown 
into  the  bargain,  he  must  go  far  afield.  After 
all  it  is  not  just  so  very  far.  "  I  would  rather  go  to 
Shetland,"  said  a  sportsman  to  mc  last  autumn, 
who  was  returning  from  his  fourth  trip  to  Hills- 
wick  and  its  vicinitj',  "  than  into  the  wilds  of 
Sutherlandshire  with  a  thirty  or  forty  miles'  drive 
before  me.  As  far  as  fatigue  goes  the  journeys  are 
about  the  same,  but  then  in  Shetland  there  is 
something  worth  going  for." 

Leaving  London  at  8  p.m.  one  may  reach  Aber- 
deen at  7.30  next  morning,  and  there  and  then 
join  the  North  steamer  (North  of  Scotland  Steam 
Navigation  Company)  which  leaves  for  Lerwick 
two  and  three  times  a  week  in  the  summer, 
and  twice  a  week  in  the  winter  and  early 
spring. 

These  steamers  land  you  at  Hillswick  within  two 
days — in  the  very  centre  of  a  first-class  fishery 
district,  and  where  there  is  an  excellently-appointed 
hotel.  There  are  also  hotels  of  one  kind  and 
another  all  over  the  islands,  some  good,  some  bad, 
and  some  indifferent,  but  that  is  a  matter  of 
experience,  and  it  would  be  invidious  and  risky  to 
say  more  about  them  than  that  if  they  do  not  suit 
you  do  as  the  Apostles  were  advised  to  do,  and 
shake  the  dust  off'  your  shoes  as  a  testimony  against 
them.  Then  there  is  abundance  of  pi-ivate  lodgings 
to  be  had,  and  many  anglers  prefer  the  latter  to  the 
local  hotel.  Of  course  there  is  not  the  same 
facilities  for  great  variety  of  diet  as  in  some  places, 
but  one  must  be  prepared  to  rough  it  a  bit  if  one 
is  to  enjoy  the  beauties  otherwise  of  this  northern 
clime  and  taste  of  the  sweets  of  its  prolific  voes 
and  pools. 

The  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany's steamers  are  well  appointed  and  as  coasting 
steamers  can  compare  favourably  with  any  out  of 
the  Thames.  They  have  a  very  dangerous  and 
rocky  coast  to  navigate,  but  are  in  the  hands  of 
such  skilful  ■seamen — men  brought  up  on  the  spot, 
trained  on  the  boats,  and  up  to  every  current  or 
sunken  reef  — tliat  although  there  have  been  one  or 
two  wrecks  and  some  mishaps,  yet  not  a  single  lite 
has  been  lost  that  wc  can  recall.  At  Lerwick  there 
is  a  service  of  small  steamers,  but  these  need  not 
be  depended  on,  as  Clousta,  Hillswick,  Spiggie, 
and  one  or  two  other  places,  famous  sea-trout 
fisheries,  can  be  reached  by  driving  overland  for  a 
few  shillings. 

Every  year  the  crowd  of  anglers  going  North  is 
constantly  on  the  increase,  and  last  summer  the 
number  was  greater  than  ever.  We  only  heard  of 
two  disappointed  anglers  (from  London),  and  when 
we  made  inquiries  as  to  their  always  returning 
with  an  empty  creel  we  were  quietly  informed 
that  they  usually  started  off'  in  the  morning  with  a 
bottle  of  whisky,  and  returned  at  night  sadly  in 
want  of  more  I  A  dram  may  be  good  enough  in 
its  place,  but  when  it  comes  to  sharing  a  bottle 
before  breakfast,  farewell  to  sport  for  the  rest  of 
tliat  day.  I  mention  this  case  because  it  is  the 
fact  that  the  two  referred  to  spent  a  whole  fort- 
night at  Hillswick  drinking  rather  than  fishing, 
and  then  came  south  blank  and  gave  it  out  that  it 
was  a  draw.  Of  course  there  will  be  unfortunate 
fishermen  who  are  as  sober  as  judges  and  who 
work  hard  to  book,  but  in  the  main  these  are  the 
exception.  The  average  angler,  wlio  may  never 
have  killed  a  half-pound  trout  in  his  life,  with  half 
an  ounce  of  perseverance  and  another  of  skill,  will 
find  his  way  about  Shetland  and  will  enjoy  a 
holiday  which  will  be  a  mine  of  experience  for  him 
in  which  he  can  dig  for  all  time  coming.     G.  M. 


Lyra  PISOATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISTS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Jiry-Kly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "  C'otswold  lays  has 
vTitten  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  I'iscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  87,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reducea  price  of  2i.  6d 


THE  lirPER  KAPIDS  OF  THE 
ERNE.* 


{Continued  from  ixtgc  58.) 

"  Come  along,  boys  !  "  said  the  jolly  old  Squire  ; 
"  don't  be  modest :  shove  in  your  egg-shells,  too! 
there  is  plenty  for  all.  I'll  bail  the  stuff  with  my 
coffee-cup.  Down  with  you,  my  men,  on  the  grass ! 
We  will  give  you  a  passage  in  the  boats  presentl\  ; 
but  finish  the  kettle  first." 

"  Now,  I'at,  fill  that  coffee-pot  up  again,"  said 
the  Captain,  "  and  put  it  on  the  fire.  You  will  find 
another  flask  of  whisky  in  niy  mackintosh  pocket 
— jump  down  to  the  boat  for  it — we  must  do  without 
lemons  for  this  brew." 

"  I'll  tell  you  what,"  said  the  Parson,  "  if  you 
fill  up  nnich  more  you  will  have  M'Gowan  seeing 
his  double  hares  again." 

"  Hallo,  Johnny,"  said  the  Squire,  "  what's 
that  ■}  " 

"  Sure  it's  the  double  hares,"  said  M'Gowan, 
sheepishly;  "but  his  reverence  should  not  be 
talking  of  that,  there's  bad  luck  in  it." 

"  I  know  you  have  had  bad  luck  witli  the  single 
hares  ;  they  have  shown  you  the  inside  of  Ennis- 
killen  gaol  before  now  :  but  what  do  you  mean  by 
the  double  ones  '?  " 

"  Ah,  now,  don't  be  talking  of  that,  and  the  sun 
setting,  too." 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,"  said  the  Captain,  who, 
heretic  as  he  was,  feared  neither  the  twilight  nor 
its  potentates  :  "  Johnny  was  out  one  night  with 
his  gun — what  he  could  be  doing  with  a  gun  at 
night,  of  course,  I  know  no  more  than  you  do  ;  but 
just  on  that  rocky  hill  above  the  Mois  Euah  he  put 
his  eyes  on  as  fine  and  fat  a  hare  as  you  would 
wish  to  see  '  a  feeding  alone  by  the  light  of  the 
moon.'  Johnny  lets  fly  at  it — the  scoundrel  does 
not  often  miss,  that  I  will  do  him  the  justice  to 
say — but  when  the  smoke  cleared  away  there 
were  two  hares,  each  puss  kicking  up  her  heels  in 
defiance.  .lohnny  blazes  away  again,  and  there  are 
four  hares.  If  he  had  only  had  the  courage  to  go 
on  it  is  perfectly  evident  that,  by  the  common  rule 
of  arithmetical  progression,  he  would  have  stocked 
Tredennick's  covers,  but  it  just  then  occurred  to 
him  that  he  had  heard  his  grandmother  say — grand- 
mother was  not  it,  Johnny '? — that  the  wickedest 
witch  in  the  whole  country  took  the  form  of  a  hare 
to  bother  poor  innocent  nocturnal  sportsnien,  and 
that  to  fire  at  her  was  the  very  lioighth  of  bad  luck  ; 
and  sure  enough  so  it  turned  out  in  this  case,  for 
he  bolted  plump  into  the  arms  of  Tredennick's 
keepers,  and  they  would  have  had  him  to  Ennis- 
killen  as  sure  as  a  gun,  or  a  great  deal  surer  than 
.Johnny's  was  that  night,  only  that  somebody  swore 
that  he  had  gone  out  blind  drunk  and  had  been 
firing  at  tlie  stones."  » 

"  Ah,  then,  his  reverence  knows  better  nor  that," 
said  poor  .lohnn3' ;  "  but  best  not  be  talking  of  the 
good  people  just  now." 

"  Well  then,  come  along,  pack  up  the  traps,  and 
get  the  boats  afloat." 

"  It  is  time  we  were  off,"  said  the  I'arson.  "I 
feel  a  chill  alrea^ly  now  the  sun  is  down — to-night 
will  be  a  very  different  aff'airfroni  last  night.  There 
will  be  wet  jackets  at  the  fair  yet,  depend  upon  it." 

"  All  the  better  for  us,"  said  the  Captain:  "we 
shall  get  a  little  refreshing  sleep — a  luxury  I  hardly 
reckoned  on.  You  will  give  these  fellows  a  passage 
to  Belleek  ?  " 

"  And  I  vote  that  they  work  their  passage,"  said 
the  Squire.  "  We  have  oars  enough  with  us ;  let 
us  fit  out  a  couple  of  four-oars,  and  go  back  to 
Belleek  in  style." 

"  Why  not  have  a  race  "?  "  said  the  Scholar  ;  "  our 
boat  against  yours  any  day.  I  am  sure  these 
fellows  can  pull  —every  Lough  Erne  man  pulls  an 
oar  naturally." 

The  Scholar  was  right  in  his  conjecture,  the 
passengers  could  pull ;  and,  primed  as  they  were 
with  whisky-punch,  were  all  as  eager  for  a  race 
as  the  Scholar  could  wi^h.  All  hands,  too,  were 
anxious  to  enjoy  some  of  the  fun  that  was  then 
going  on  at  Belleek,  so  that  the  stowage  of  the 
boats  was  completed  with  more  haste  than  good 
speed,  the  fishing  and  cooking  apparatus  being 
thrown  in  together  in  a  jumble  that  bade  fair  to 
revenge  itself  by  giving  tenfold  trouble  on  the 
morrow,  more  especially  as  the  sun  had  been  for 
some  time  under  the  horizon,  and  the  shades  of 
evening  were  fast  stealing  on. 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  <ind  scarce  work. — El). 
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Salmon  waiting  foe  a  Spate  on  Someeley  Estate. 


"  The  truth  is,"  said  the  Captain,  "  nine  out  of 
ten  of  us  do  believe  with  our  hearts  if  we  do  not  ! 
with  our  heads.  We  say  boldly  enough  that  it  is  i 
all  nonsense  ;  but  who  would  sail  on  a  Friday  it  j 
he  could  help  it  ?  And  who  does  not  stick  his 
spoon  through  the  bottom  of  his  egg-shell  when  he  i 
has  finished  eating  the  egg  ?  " 

"  And  your  tenth  man,  your  unbeliever,  is  neither 
the  wisest  nor  the  best  of  the  ten,"  said  the  Parson. 

"  I  do  hate  your  Utilitarian  who  turns  up  his 
rationalising  nose  at  all  popular  belief,"  said  the 
Captain.  "  The  superstitious  man  before  the 
sceptic  any  day." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Parson,  "  better  believe  too  much 
than  too  little ;  it  is  quite  true  that  England 
ceased  to  be  merry  England  when  the  fairies  left 
off  dancing  on  the  green." 

By  this  time  the  boats  were  in  motion,  and  were 
proceeding  down  the  stream  again  side  by  side. 
The  men  pulled  out  well  and  steadily  together,  but  j 
it  was  rather  as  if  they  were  all  anxious  to  arrive  ! 
at  their  journey's  end  than  from  anything  like 
emulation.  There  was  no  longer  any  disposition 
to  race,  or  even  to  joke  and  laugh.  They  spoke 
gravely  and  in  undertones ;  their  minds  seemd 
sobered  and  subdued  as  if  they  had  been  delivered 
from  some  great  danger. 

And  this  feeling  was  increased  by  the  gradual  but 
complete  change  that  had  come  over  the  heavens. 


FISH  CULTUKE. 

SOLWAY  FISHERY,  DUMFRIES,  AND 
SCHOOL  OF  FISH  CULTURE. 

Extract  from  the  Report  for  1901-1902, 

"  For  thirty-four  years  our  aim  has  been  to 
supply  the  best  quality  of  ova  and  fish.  That  we 
have  succeeded  in  gaining  the  confidence  of  our 
customers  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  we  hold  their 
patronage  from  year  to  year,  and,  in  addition,  also 
make  many  new  customers. 

"  This  has  been  an  altogether  unprecedented  year, 
in  fact  a  record  one,  the  demand  for  both  ova  and 
fish  having  far  surpassed  any  previous  year.  The 
hatching  season  of  1901  was  very  successful,  and, 
although  the  sale  of  alevins  and  fry  far  exceeded  our 
expectations,  the  yearling  ponds, numbering  between 
seventy  and  eighty,  are  now  full  of  fine  healthy 
fish. 

"  During  the  last  few  years  great  improvements 
have  taken  place  in  the  food  for  rearing  of  trout : 
animal  flesh  is  now  almost  disused  at  this  fishery, 
and  the  introduction  of  ponds  for  aquatic  vegetation 
and  their  accompanying  insect  life  have  taken  its 
place,  any  additional  food  required  being  given  in 
the  shape  of  dried  water  insects,  and  a  specially 
prepared  meal  made  entirely  from  sea  fish. 

"  Upwards  of  a  dozen  new  ponds  have  been  added 


"  Ready  in  your  boat  ?  "  said  the  Squire,  taking 
the  yoke-lines. 

"  All  ready,"  said  the  Parson,  who  was  steering 
his  own  boat. 

"  Hourrah,  then,  boys  !  OS  you  go  1  "  And  the 
boats  shot  out  together  into  the  deep  water. 

For  some  time  there  was  no  perceptible  advantage 
gained  on  either  side.  The  men,  though  not  used 
to  pull  together,  were  all  well  enough  accustomed 
to  the  oar,  most  of  the  carriage  of  these  parts  being 
by  water,  and  they  bent  their  backs  to  it  and  struck 
out  lustily  and  well.  A  severe  critic  might  have 
detected  some  little  eccentricities  in  their  style 
of  pulling,  but  the  clumsy  boats  were  dashing 
through  the  water  at  a  speed  they  had  been  little 
accustomed  to. 

"  Give  way,  my  boys  1 "  said  the  Squire. 

"  That's  the  stroke  t  Bend  to  it  I  "  said  the 
Parson.  "  Why,  in  the  name  of  all  that's  tmlucky, 
can't  you  sit  still  ?  What  on  earth  are  you  fidgeting 
about  ?  " 

But  the  Scholar,  who  was  a  little  cramped  among 
the  heterogeneous  articles  that  had  been  lumped 
into  the  boat,  had  begun  arranging  them ;  and,  as 
ill-luck  would  have  it,  first  put  his  hands  upon  the 
late  punch-bowl,  the  bait-kettle,  into  which,  though 
still  containing  some  remains  of  the  punch,  the 
coffee  cups  and  egg-shells  which  had  served  as 
drinking  glasses  had  been  huddled  promiscuously. 

The  Scholar  carefully  picked  out  the  coffee-cups, 
and  then  imceremoniously  emptied  the  kettle  over 
the  side.    The  men's  countenances  fell. 

The  Parson,  who  had  been  attending  to  the 
business  of  the  race,  and  had  addressed  the  Scholar 
just  before,  only  parenthetically,  caught  sight  of 
the  men's  faces,  and  tiirning  round  to  see  what 
had  attracted  their  attention  descried  far  astern 
through  the  dim  twilight  two  of  the  egg-shells 
bobbing  about  in  the  wake  of  the  boat,  which 
before  he  had  time  even  to  think  the  darkness  and 
distance  shut  out  from  his  view. 

"  Oh,  by  George  I  this  will  never  do,"  said  he,  as 
with  a  pettish  jerk  on  his  port  yoke-line  he  gave  up 
the  race.  ''  Back  your  port-oars,  men — give  way 
starboard — wind  her  at  once.  That  will  do  " — as 
her  head  came  up  stream — "  now  give  way,  all, 
with  a  will  I  " 

But  there  was  no  need  to  exhort  them,  the  men 
were  thoroughly  frightened,  and  stretched  out  as 
it  their  lives  depended  on  it,  as,  no  doubt,  they 
were  fully  convinced  they  did. 

"  Easy  now,  men.  Easy  now.  I  see  them  plain 
enough,"  and  he  stood  up  to  have  a  better  view. 
"In  bow!  Oars,  all  of  you!"  And  as  the  bow- 
man laid  in  his  oar  the  Parson  steered  upon  the 
innocent  causes  of  all  this  tumult,  which  were  still 
bobbing  about  as  if  nothing  was  the  matter. 

The  bowman  clutched  them  nervously  and 
squeezed  them  to  pieces  in  his  horny  hand.  The 
men  drew  a  long  breath  together  as  if  they  had 
been  suddenly  relieved  from  a  weight  that  oppressed 
them.  "  Ah,  bedad,  now  that  was  well  done.  Ah, 
have  ye  got  them  entirely '?  Well  now,  I  thought 
they  would  have  skimmed  away  from  under." 

"What  on  earth  is  all  this  about?"  said  the 
bewildered  Scholar. 

"  Why,  you  threw  the  egg-shells  overboard,  did 
not  you?  Not  one  of  these  fellows  would  have 
slept  a  quiet  sleep  for  a  month  for  thinking  of  the 
ill-luck  that  was  coming  upon  them  through  the 
water  fairies  who  had  made  boats  of  their  egg- 
shells." 

"  What  absurd  nonsense  ! "  said  the  Scholar. 
"  So  you  spoiled  the  race  for  an  egg-shell !  " 

"  You  spoiled  the  race,"  said  the  Parson.  "  You 
would  not  have  got  a  man  to  pull  another  stroke 
under  any  circumstances.  We  lost  nothing  by 
turning  back." 

"  Hillo !  "  shouted  the  Squire,  who  seeing  that 
something  was  wrong,  without  being  able  to  make 
out  distinctly  what,  had  also  winded  his  boat,  and 
was  now  coming  up  the  river  with  the  full  force  of 
his  oars.  "  What's  the  matter  ?  Who  is  over- 
board ?  " 

"  Why  the  Parson  ought  to  be,"  said  the  Scholar  : 
"  he  has  been  kicking  up  all  this  fuss  about  a  couple 
of  egg-shells,  and  putting  it  all  upon  the  men, 
telling  us  that  they  believe  some  absurd  story  or 
other.    The  fact  is  he  believes  it  himself." 

"  And  it  you  had  shot  and  fished  among  the 
Slieve  Ghie  mountains,  and  their  lakes  and  streams, 
as  much  as  I  have,  and  lived  as  much  with  their 
people,  you  would  believe  it  too,"  said  the  Parson, 
"  or,  at  least,  you  would  act  as  if  you  did,  which 
comes  to  the  same  thing." 


No  clouds  had  arisen,  nor  a  breatli  of  wind,  but  as 
night  fell  the  unnatural  and  unhealthy-looking  haze 
that  had  all  day  long  hung  over  the  face  of  the 
country  gradually  thickened,  so  that  not  a  star 
could  shme  through  :  the  light  left  by  the  setting 
sun  seemed  not  as  if  it  had  faded,  but  as  if  it  had 
been  smothered  up  by  the  darkness.  Everything 
felt  damp  and  wet,  without  anyone  knowing  how 
it  came  to  be  so  ;  fingers  stuck  to  each  other  and 
to  the  sides  of  the  boat,  or  to  anything  they  touched ; 
chills  seemed  to  be  creeping  through  the  air,  though 
no  one  could  say  that  the  evening  was  exactly  cold ; 
the  air  seemed  to  be  hot  and  cold  at  the  same 
moment. 

By  the  time  the  low,  steady,  earth-shaking  sound 
of  the  falls  began  to  strike  the  ear,  it  was  not 
easy  to  tell  whether  it  was  a  very  heavy  dew  or  a 
very  fine,  quiet  rain  that  was  settling  down  upon 
everything.  The  night  fell  so  dark  that  the  forms 
of  the  men  as  they  rose  to  their  oars  could  scarcely 
be  seen  hy  the  steersman :  every  one  felt  a  sort 
of  relief  as  the  lights  of  the  fair  rose  upon  the 
view ;  and  it  was  with  more  regard  to  their  own 
personal  comfort  than  the  preservation  of  their 
tackle  that  the  fishermen  leaped  on  shore  as  soon 
as  the  boats  touched  land,  and  pushing  through 
the  still  crowded  street  dried  their  chilled  hands 
at  the  jolly  blaze  of  Mrs.  Johnstone's  bright  turf 
fire. 

[Concluded.] 


to  the  Fishery  during  the  past  year,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, we  have  converted  a  stream  of  halt  a  mile  in 
length  into  a  succession  of  icy  ponds,  the  fish  being 
fed  entirely  on  natural  food  obtained  from  aquatic 
vegetation. 

"  We  have,  after  considerable  expenditure, 
developed  the  work  of  the  manufacture  of  hatching 
apparatus  and  all  appliances  connected  with  fish- 
culture. 

"  To  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  mollusca 
and  crustaceans,  we  have,  after  a  series  ot  experi- 
ments with  vegetation  and  other  material,  con- 
structed and  planted  special  ponds  for  their 
production  and  maintenance,  and  can  now  offer 
ihem  by  the  million  during  the  proper  season. 

"  Our  sales  of  coarse  fish  are  such  that  con- 
siderable extensions  have  been  made  to  meet  the 
demand,  and  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  execute 
orders  on  favourable  terms  to  our  many  customers 

!  in  this  branch  of  our  business. 

"To  insure  a  good  stock  of  fine  trout,  or  other 
fish,  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
proper  cultivation  of  the  water  by  introducing 
suitable  aquatic  and  sub-aquatic  plants,  and  after- 
wards mollusca  and  crustaceans,  and  the  larva  of 
insects,  but  we  would  impress  upon  our  customers 
the  necessity  of  first  getting  the  necessary  vegeta- 

I  tion  for  their  maintenance  thoroughly  established  ; 

I  but  it  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  how  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  by  all  means  ha^  e  vour  water  inspected ; 
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this  gives  the  best  results  in  the  end,  as  there  are 
so  many  points  of  which  advantage  may  be  taken, 
but  which  require  an  expert  to  advise  as  to  their 
development.  We  have  made  a  special  study  of 
all  kinds  of  fishery  work,  and  can  advise  as  to  the 
construction  or  improvement  of  reservoirs,  lakes, 
and  streams,  the  erection  of  fishways,  or  the 
cultivation  and  stocking  of  water. 

"  Our  price  lists  have  been  carefully  revised,  and 
reductions  made  where  possible.  We  would  draw 
attention  to  our  list  of  aquatic  and  other  plants, 
all  of  which  have  received  spedial  attention,  nnd 
are  chosen  for  their  usefulness  or  for  beautifjiag 
our  waters. 

"Our  aquarium  is  now  under  the  managerceab 
of  a  specialist,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  give  out 
customers  the  benefit  of  our  experience  in  this 
most  interesting  and  instructive  work. 

"  A  large  number  of  foreign  and  home  orders 
have  already  been  received,  and  we  wovdd  impress 
upon  our  customers  the  advisability  of  sending 
their  orders  early,  as  many  last  season  were  received 
too  late  for  execution,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  a  year, 
as  well  as  causing  disappointment." 


FISHING  IN  THE  FIJIS. 
HABITS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE 
ISLANDERS. 


The  islands  and  coral-reefs  of  the  Fijian 
Archipelago  abound  with  fish  of  many  kinds, 
some  of  very  large  size ;  the  sea-tackle  is  crude 
and  primitive,  especially  that  made  by  the  natives 
themselves.  Their  hooks  are  constructed  of 
mother-of-pearl  and  fibres,  made  to  the  shape  of 
my  illustration,  and  generally  serve  for  the  double 
purpose  of  hook  and  bait. 

The  lines  are  made  from 
the  bark  of  a  species  of 
Hibiscus — namely,  H.  can- 
nabinns — from  which  also 
hemp  is  made  and  coarse 
jute.  The  natives'  lines 
vary  from  the  size  of  an 
inch  rope  to  a  twine  or 
pack-thread,  and  of  this 
twine  their  nets  are  made  ; 
also  their  large  seine  nets  of 
sixty  to  eighty  fathoms  in 
length,  which  are  used  in 
shoal  smooth  water. 

They  also  make  excellent 
fishing  lines  of  the  fibrous 
bark  of  a  kind  of  nettle. 
The  native  islanders  are  ex- 
cellent sailors,  their  canoes 
being  large  and  well  con- 
structed. They  are  gener- 
ally double,  of  unequal  size, 
the  smaller  one  serving  as 
an  "  out-rigger,"  it  being 
connected  to  a  platform 
projecting  two  or  three  feet 
from  the  side  of  the  larger 
canoe.  The  islanders  sail 
these  native  -  built  vessels 
with  great  skill,  and  venture 
in  them  to  the  numerous 
islands  in  the  Fijian  group, 
some  of  which  are  thirty, 
forty,  and  even  sixty  miles 
apart,  but-should  a  "  sombo- 
sombo  "  or  "  southerlv  bus- 
(As  made  of  pL-arl-shell  and  ter  "  come  On  to  blow  they 
times  liy  the  natives  ot  ,,  ,  ,i  .1  •  -i  » 
the  Fijian  Islands.)  StOW     their  sails  Of  native 

matting,  take  to  their 
paddles,  and  seldom  meet  with  any  mishap.  Very 
recently  the  small  town  of  Levuka,  port  for  Yiti 
Levu — the  largest  island — was  damaged  to  the 
amount  of  £'30,000  by  a  "  southerly  buster,"  or 
hurricane,  only  lasting  a  couple  of  hours,  but  a 
score  of  schooners  and  cutters  anchored  in  the 
harbour  were  wrecked,  one  of  them — a  fifteen- 
tonner — was  lifted  bodily  by  the  wind  over  the 
sea-wall  and  "  dumped  "  bottom  up  into  the  garden 
of  the  South  Pacific  Bank.  My  nephew  lost  over 
a  hundred  goats  by  this  hurricane,  many  of  them 
being  washed  out  to  sea  by  a  tidal  wave. 

My  nephew,  who  owns  the  Savu  Savu  Estate — 
part  of  Vanua  Levu,  the  second  largest  island  of 
the  Fijis — writes  me  that  their  Christmas  is  as  hot 
as  our  midsummer,  and  as  that  time  of  year  was 
"  right "  for  sea  fishing  he  and  some  of  his  planta- 


Sea  Fish-hook. 


tion  cm2)loyi'n  made  a  three  days'  picnic  to  an  island 
nine  miles  olf  that  coast.  "  We  took  pig,  fowls,  pies, 
puddings,  tea,  sugar,  and  rum.  My  men  fished  from 
boats,  the  women  and  girls  with  nets,  and  cooked  the 
fish  they  caught.  The  young  folk  made  themselves 
jolly,  but  sick  with  eating  roast  pork  and  jam, 
pudding  and  fish.  On  the  fourth  evening  at  high 
tide  we  struck  camp  and  '  scooted '  up  the  reef, 
borne  along  home  bv  the  night  land-breeze  which 
usually  set  in  at  sundown."  In  another  letter  he 
says : — "  A  week  ago  I  went  out  with  my  wife  in 
her  boat  on  a  moonlight  night  fishing.  I  put  a 
big  piece  of  rock-cod  on  a  large  hook  '  seized  '  to 
a  stout  line  I  had  made  fast  to  one  of  the  oars 
while  I  lit  my  pipe.  While  I  was  doing  this  bang 
went  the  oar  and  slack  line  over  the  side,  but  the 
reel  containing  remainder  of  line  was  fortunately 
jammed  under  the  bottom-boards.  That  brought 
the  oar  '  up  all  standing,'  and  I  got  it  in,  took  oft' 
the  two  '  half-hitches.'  and  had  the  fish  on  a  tight 
line  again.  It  pulled  that  eighteen-foot  whaleboat 
all  over  the  place.  When  I  saw  what  it  was  going 
to  be  I  made  the  line  fast  again  round  the  '  sheet- 
cleat,'  hauled  in  the  small  anchor,  and  tlien  '  went 
at  it '  again.  After  two  hours  I  managed  to  tire 
the  brute  suSiciently  to  get  its  head  alongside  and 
hit  it  with  a  marline-spike.  It  was  a  tremendous 
tola,  or  ogo.  It  then  dived  down,  taking  out  many 
fathoms  of  line.  On  getting  the  fish  back  inch  by 
inch  towards  the  stern  it  kicked  up  such  a  com- 
motion that  my  wife  wanted  me  to  cut  the  line, 
and  she  tried  to  poke  the  fish  away  with  an  oar, 
but  the  fish  got  weak,  and  I  told  her  the  only 
danger  was  its  throwing  itself  into  the  boat,  for 
the  tola's  teeth  are  formidable  weapons.  One  of 
my  men  had  a  hand  bitten  ott'  at  tlie  wrist  by  a 
large  tola.  At  last  I  got  the  fish  partly  out  of  the 
water,  and  hammered  its  head  with  a  club  we  cai-ry 
for  that  purpose.  I  knocked  its  brains  out  and  got 
it  aboard.  It  was  ten  feet  in  length  and  heavy  in 
jiroportion.  "  These  fish  are  covered  with  silvery 
scales,  have  large  mouths  with  long  jaws  something 
like  a  pike's,  and  cutting  teeth  like  sharks,  sharp 
as  lancets,  with  which  they  sever  the  tackle  unless 
the  end  two  feet  of  line  is  guarded  or  wrapped  with 
wire.  As  already  stated,  the  waters  round  about 
the  Fijian,  and  indeed  all  islands  of  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean,  swarm  with  fish,  also  giant  ojsters, 
molluscs,  shellfish  of  various  kinds,  crabs,  and 
turtles.  Yams,  bread-fruit,  banabas,  and  cocoa- 
nuts  are  cultivated  in  profusion  ;  the  finest  pine- 
apples grow  wild  and  so  plentifully  that  they  are 
often  not  gathered  but  left  to  rot. 

Habits  and  Customs  of  the  Fijians. 

"  As  to  the  hahits  of  these  islanders  they  have 
next  to  none,  but  go  about  in  a  sort  of  Garden  of 
Eden  attire.  The  missionaries  have  been  trying 
for  years  past  to  induce  them  to  wear  clothing,  but 
it  is  '  no  go  '  ;  and  with  regard  to  their  '  customs  ' 
one  is  to  smoke  in  church,  and  if  they  are  not 
allowed  to  do  this  they  stay  at  home  and  will  not 
go  to  church  or  meeting-house  ;  and  as  the  '  Sky 
Pilot '  would  lose  his  job  if  he  can't  get  the  natives 
to  attend  on  Sundays  he  has  to  let  them  smoke  or 
preach  to  empty  benches.  Another  custom  of  the 
natives  is  to  chuck  their  babies  into  the  sea  as  soon 
as  they  are  able  to  toddle,  when  they  take  to 
swimming  as  naturally  as  young  ducks." 

Captain  Wilkes  says  in  his  book  on  "Fiji  and 
the  Fijians  "  : — "  Parricide  is  not  a  crime  but  a 
custom,  and  it  was  considered  cruel  to  allow  a 
beloved  one  to  become  old  and  infirm,  and  so  deeply 
rooted  was  this  conviction  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
parents  were  generally  killed  by  their  children." 
On  one  occasion  a  young  Fijian  invited  Mr.  Hunt, 
the  missionary,  to  attend  his  mother's  funeral  which 
was  just  going  to  take  place,  but  when  the  funeral 
procession  started  Mr.  Hunt  was  surprised  to  see 
no  corpse,  and  accordingly  made  enquiries,  when 
the  young  savage  pointed  out  his  mother,  who  was 
walking  along  as  gay  and  lively  as  any  of  those 
present  and  apparently  as  much  pleased.  Her  son 
said  that  it  was  "  from  love  for  their  mother  her 
children  were  going  to  bury  her,  and  that  none  but 
themselves  could  or  should  engage  in  so  sacred  an 
office  "  ;  they  considered  it  a  mark  of  filial  duty. 
They  dug  a  grave  four  feet  deep,  then  took  an 
afi'ectionate  leave,  began  their  "  lamentations,  and 
buried  the  poor  victim  alive."  Captam  Wilkes 
says  :  "  So  general  was  this  custom,  and  so  powerful 
its  influence,  that  in  one  town  containing  several 
hundred  inhabitants  he  did  not  see  one  person  over 
forty  years  of  age  ;  and  on  asking  for  the  old  people 
he  was  informed  that  they  were  all  buried." 


It  is  within  comparatively  recent  times,  probably 
only  twenty  years  ago,  that  the  Fijians  liave  ceased 
to  be  cannibals — if,  indeed,  "  puaka-balava  "  or 
"  long-pig,"  that  is,  human  fiesh,  is  not  even  now 
preferred  by  some  of  tlie  natives  when  they  can 
get  it ;  and  this  in  spite  of  food  being  plentiful 
in  and  around  the  islands.  My  nephew's  house 
at  Savu  Savu  stands  on  what  M  as  a  hill  fort,  called 
Na  Qa  Qa,  which  meant  "  a  strong  place  "  in  the 
old  fighting  and  cannibal  da.N  s  ;  and  he  tells?  me 
that  even  now  they  dig  up  pieces  of  spears  and 
bones,  with  other  relics  of  those  times,  that  the 
"old  Grannies"  say  it  was  a  "very  frisky"  place 
in  their  young  days ;  that  it  is  horrible  to  see  how 
they  smack  their  lips  as  they  tell  of  the  times 
when  the  "  Buckolas  "  (that  is,  bodies)  were  served 
up  whole,  and  placed,  or  propped  up,  in  rows  ; 
then  a  chief  would  go  and  press  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  bodies,  when,  if  the  juice  ran  down,  they 
were  baked  "to  a  tmn,"  and  then  were  carved 
with  knives  and  peculiar  kinds  of  wooden  forks. 
The  "  old  Grannies  "  say  Europeans  did  not  "  serve 
up"  so  nice  as  natives,  the  former  being  too  salt 
to  the  taste ;  the  native  Fijians  use  little  or  no 
salt. 

Some  years  ago  many  of  these  cannibals  retreated 
to  the  mountainous  interior  of  Viti  Levu.  A 
missionary  went  up  there  and  had  high  boots  on ; 
the  natives  took  his  presents  of  beads,  etc.,  and 
when  he  had  no  more  to  give  them,  clubbed  him 
on  tlie  head.  These  people  had  never  before  seen 
high  boots,  and  taking  them  to  be  a  different  sort 
of  leg  to  the  usual  kind  they  put  body  and  boots 
into  a  native  oven,  and  baked  the  lot.  When  the 
missionary  was  cooked  the  boots  proved  so  tough 
that  someone  said  "  the  legs  ought  to  have  been 
boiled."  So  the  baked  legs  and  boots  were  boiled, 
but  proved  no  better  eating,  and  one  native  getting 
desperate  cut  off  a  piece  of  leatheV  and  swallowed 
it,  just  to  show  he  was  not  to  be  beaten  by  a  tough 
white  missionary  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  done  this 
than  he  was  choked  by  several  hob-nails,  which 
stuck  in  his  throat ;  and  this  so  terrified  the  others 
of  the  tribe  that  they  fled  from  the  banquet,  and 
reported  the  whole  affair,  and  even  to  this  day,  if 
they  see  a  man  coining  with  top-boots  on,  they  will 
I'un  away,  climb  up  trees,  and  get  out  of  sight  as 
fast  as  they  can.  "  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction," 
but  I  am'  assured  by  my  nephew  this  rea.lly 
occurred,  and  that  things  he  has  witnessed  during 
his  twenty  years'  residence  in  Fiji  if  related  hi 
England  ten  out  of  every  dozen  persons  he  told 
them  to  would  say  he  was  "  crazy." 

Alfked  Jaedine. 


STRAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 

{Continued  from  'page  54.) 
Shellfish  in  Scotch  Sea-Lochs. 
The  way  in  which  some  of  the  sea-lochs  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Scotland  teem  with  animal  life  is 
truly  marvellous.  The  shores  are  in  many  places 
literally  covered  with  shellfish  which  are  exposed 
at  low  water,  while  the  lochs  seem  to  abound  with 
fish  almost  to  an  equal  extent.  The  shellfish  mostly 
consist  of  mussels,  cockles,  winkles,  and  oysters, 
and  when  I  say  that  the  shores  are  in  parts  covered 
with  them  I  am  not  in  the  least  exaggerating  the 
actual  fact.  I  well  remember  when  I  first  made 
acquaintance  with  that  part  of  the  coimtry  my 
surprise  at  being  shown  in  Loch  Creran  a  dark  blue 
bank,  forming  at  low  water  a  peninsula  perhaps  a 
hundred  yards  long  by  some  fifty  wide,  and  being 
told  that  the  colour  of  this  proceeded  from  mussels. 
I  half  thought  my  informant  was  joking,  but  on 
landing  found  that  he  was  not  only  in  earnest  but 
perfectly  correct,  the  whole  of  it  being  one  mass 
of  mussels  (mostly  small)  lying  edgeways,  and  so 
densely  packed  that  it  would  have  been  apparently 
a  matter  of  difficulty  to  insert  a  pin's  point  between 
any  two  ot  them.  It  seemed  difficult  to  comprehend 
how  under  the  circumstances  they  could  manage 
to  open  their  shells  sufficiently  for  the  necessary 
functions  of  life.  Oysters  too  luere  numerous,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  increasing  demand  for  them 
they  are  more  sought  after  than  they  used  to  be, 
and  it  would  not  be  perhaps  now  quite  so  easy  to 
gather  a  sackful  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  Vessels 
also  come  round  occasionally  for  winkles,  and  take 
away  cargoes  of  them  to  Glasgow,  but  there  are 
apparently  enough  to  withstand  sucli  inroads  for 

*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volvunc. 
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many  a  long  year  to  come.  On  the  mussels  it 
^v•ould  seem  that  nothing  can  make  the  least 
impression,  so  vast  are  their  numbers. 

Fish  in  Scotch  Sea-Lochs. 
Of  all  the  fish  which  inhabit  the  Scotch  lochs 
cuddies  are  by  far  the  most  numerous.  They  seem 
perfectly  ubiquitous  there,  and  occasionally  swarm 
to  an  astonishing  degree,  so  much  so  sometimes  as 
positively  to  discolour  the  water  in  places  where 
abundance  of  food  has  induced  them  to  congregate. 
Next  to  these,  cod  and  codlings,  flounders,  and  lythe 
are  generally  the  most  plentiful.  They  are,  how- 
ever, varied  by  many  others,  among  which  I  may 
particularly  notice  as  very  familiar  those  sea-pike, 
the  hake,  brutes  for  whom  it  is  the  fashion  to  fish 
with  a  hook  apparently  large  enough  for  a  shark, 
affixed  to  a  chain  nearly  as  large  as  a  jack-chain, 
but  which — however  little  one  might  suspect  it 
from  their  formidable  rows  of  teeth  and  (occasionally) 
voracious  appetites — seem  to  nibble  as  gently  and 
delicately  as  a  roach,  and  when  they  are  not  inclined 
to  bite  are  often  felt  rubbing  against  your  plummet, 
and  actually  raising  it  up  as  if  they  were  scratching 
their  backs  against  it,  as  I  dare  say  they  are  ; 
gurnet,  who  when  they  are  hoisted  on  board,  and 
at  intervals,  as  long  as  they  have  power  to  ex- 
press their  feelings,  grunt  out  their  disapprobation 
of  your  proceedings ;  the  beautiful  little  golden- 
opal-tinted  power-cod,  there  called  "  king-fish  "  (I 
am  sorry  to  use  so  many  epithets,  but  he  deserves 
them  all) ;  sillocks*  (stenlocks  or  stedlocks)  and 
saithe  (coalfish  of  more  advanced  ages) ;  the  sea- 
bream  {Scotice,  on  West  Coast  "  silver  haddie  ") 
strong  in  the  water,  brilliant  of  eye,  and  hard  to 
handle  ;  the  skate,  whose  face  when  turned  on  his 
back  presents  a  most  ludicrous  resemblance  to  that 
of  a  crying  child ;  and  the  hideous  sea-devil,  all 
mouth  and  fins,  looking  like  a  cross  between  a  toad 
and  a  night-jar.  Specimens  of  rarer  fishes  are  too 
occasionally  met  with.  One  year,  for  instance,  I 
took  out  of  a  lobster-trap  a  three-bearded  rockling 
on  a  long  line — one  of  that  remarkable  and  fantastic 
looking  species  the  gemmous  dragonet  seven  inches 
in  length. 

Fish  off  the  Scotch"  Coast. 
As  you  leave  the  shelter  of  the  lochs,  and  stand 
out  farther  into  the  open  sea,  the  varieties  of  fish 
which  you  will  bring  up  become  more  largely 
increased,  and  commonly  embrace  haddock,  tusk, 
ling,  conger-eels,  and  nurse  ("  small  spotted  dog- 
fish," Yarrell)  (though  the  three  latter  also  often 
find  their  way  far  up  into  the  larger  lochs),  with 
several  other  species,  quos  nunc  descrihere  longum 
est.  Nurse  are  not  generally  considered  very  good 
for  the  table,  but  I  met  a  gentleman  who  told  me 
"  in  confidence "  that  he  considered  them,  as  a 
foundation  for  soup,  better  than  any  other  fish, 
adding  that  from  their  being  held  in  slight  estima- 
tion by  others  he  generally  managed  to  get  on  easy 
terms  those  which  were  caught  in  his  neighbour- 
hood. I  hope  he  won't  be  angry  with  me  for 
"  blowing  on  "  his  secret. 

Plague  of  Dogfish. 
One  season  the  North-West  Coast  of  Scotland 
was  visited  by  a  plague  of  dogfish,  which  swarmed 
in  such  inconceivable  nvunbers  that  the  ordinary 
deep  sea  fishing  was  rendered  almost  entirely 
nugatory,  much  to  the  injury  of  the  poor  fishermen, 
who  in  a  great  measm-e  rely  upon  the  produce  of 
this  occupation  for  their  living.  It  was  perfectly 
useless  to  set  long  lines,  for  only  the  skeletons  of 
the  cod,  etc.,  were  brought  up,  the  voracious  dog- 
fish having  torn  them  to  pieces  and  picked  their 
bones  on  the  hooks.  It  was  indeed  as  much  as 
they  could  do,  even  when  fishing  with  hand-lines, 
to  bring  any  to  the  sui-face  before  pieces  had  been 
bitten  out  of  them.  I  have  been  told  of  an  instance 
where  a  fishermen  hauled  in  three  of  these  beasts 
with  their  teeth  fast  into  a  cod  which  he  had 
hooked,  and  of  another  where  a  man,  before  taking 
in  a  cod  which  he  had  brought  to  the  surface, 
pulled  out  with  his  hand  no  less  than  nine  in 
succession  as  they  endeavoured  to  seize  it.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  utilise  the  dogfish  by  extract- 
ing oil  from  them.    They  were,  however,  from  their 

*  There  is  some  little  confusion  with  regard  to  the  names  of 
this  fish,  whicli  differ  in  different  parts  of  the  coast.  Althout'h 
sUlocIc,  stenloek,  and  stedlocli  are,  I  believe,  always  used  to 
denote  one  growth  of  the  coalfish,  and  saithe  another,  yet  in 
some  pla(;es  the  half-grown  flsh  are  called  saithe  and  the  full- 
grown  ones  sillock,  etc.,  whilst  in  others,  and  more  generally 
the  reverse  is  the  case.  As  compared  with  salmon  the  three 
growths  of  cuddy,  sillock,  or  stenloek,  and  saithe,  would  very 
nearly  in  weight  as  in  other  points  correspond  to  salmon-fry, 
gnlse,  and  salmon. 


numbers  half  starved  and  so  miserably  poor  that  it 
was  a  complete  failure. 

Cruel  Eevenge — Lobstees. 

It  can  hardly  be  wondered  that  dogfish  are 
universally  objects  of  detestation  to  fishermen  by 
whom  no  mercy  is  shown  them,  and  who  some- 
times indeed  wreak  their  vengeance  on  them  in 
very  cruel  ways,  such  for  instance  as  by  sticking 
corks  on  their  dorsal  spines,  when  being  unable  to 
descend  the  poor  wretches  must  miserably  end  their 
days  upon  the  surface,  unless  released  from  their 
sufferings  by  a  passing  gull.  I  have  seen,  when  a 
boy,  eight  or  ten  of  them  tied  along  a  stick,  and 
thus  sent  adrift  together. 

Besides  the  fish  which  I  have  mentioned  as 
inhabiting  the  Scotch  sea-lochs,  in  some  of  them, 
and  particularly  those  of  some  of  the  Western 
Islands,  lobsters  are  numerous,  and  run  to  a  great 
size.  For  these  some  friends  and  I,  whilst  in 
shooting  quarters  by  one  of  these  lochs,  utilised 
with  great  success  a  common  drum-net,  which  I 
purchased  (originally  with  a  view  to  eels)  at  Good's, 
in  King  William-street,  City — where  I  also  got  the 
best  snooding,  in  point  of  strength  and  fineness, 
that  I  have  ever  seen — finding  it  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose,  and  admitted  to  be  far  superior  to  those 
which  are  generally  used  there  by  the  resident 
population.  These  latter  are,  as  well  as  the  former, 
made  of  net  stretched  over  a  wooden  frame,  but 
form  a  shape  like  a  trunk  with  an  arched  top, 
having  one  or  two  apertures  in  the  sides  to  admit 
the  fish.  The  drum-net  is  formed  of  a  net  stretched 
upon  three  hoops,  kept  apart  by  sticks  fastened  to 
them,  the  ends  of  the  net  being  dtawn  in  by  strings 
leading  through  to  the  opposite  end,  on  the  principle 
of  the  eel-pot  —  Facilis  descenstis  Averni,  sed 
revocare  gradum  .'  In  this  manner  we  caught  a 
considerable  number,  more  indeed  than  we  well 
knew  what  to  do  with,  including  one  weighing 
upwards  of  71b.,  and  another,  minus  one  of  its  large 
claws,  of  6jlb.  Not  imfrequently  an  eel  or  other 
stray  fish  would  find  its  way  into  the  hoop-net,  one 
being  an  unusually  large  specimen  of  the  three- 
bearded  rockling  or  whistle  fish,  21b.  weight,  and 
eighteen  and  a  half  inches  long. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ON  THE  WELSH  MAECHES. 

THE  WYE  AS  A  GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING 
RIVER. 

Strictly  keeping  to  the  selected  text,  herein  I 
shall  not  treat  of  or  deal  with  any  of  the  many 
fascinating  tributaries  of  the  Wye :  most  of  them 
great  as  regards  grayling,  and  all  of  them  of  more 
than  average  excellence  in  respect  of  trout.  Nor 
are  trout  or  grayling  anyway  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  subject  is.  Good  General  Fishing  in  the 
Wye ;  and  in  that  portion  of  the  Wye  which  lies 
and  flows  between  Hay  and  Ross — that  is  to  say, 
some  65  miles  of  water,  though  but  30  by  road; 
for  the  Wye  is  a  singularly  flexuous,  anfractuous, 
serpentine,  winding,  turning,  or  bending  river,  as  its 
ancient  name,  Vaga,  implies. 

I  limit  my  remarks  on  the  Wye  to  this  middle 
length  of  a  river  which  is  150  miles  long,  because 
in  medio  tutissimus  ibis,  and  because  I  am  pisca- 
torially  and  otherwise  familiar  with  that  length, 
and  do  not  choose  to  be  inspired  by  mere  book 
knowledge  and  other  hearsay  information. 

In  passing,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  parenthetically, 
that  I  now  bar  salmon,  as  well  as  trout  and  gray- 
ling. Indeed,  the  salmon,  once  so  plentiful,  are 
barred  for  you  and  me.  The  author  of  a  most 
unreliable  guide  to  the  valley  of  the  Wye  (who 
speaks  of  "mountains"  when  he  means  hills  or 
undulations)  states  that  "  for  salmon  the  Wye  is 
the  most  noted  in  the  kingdom."  For  "noted" 
read  "notorious."  Owing  to  netting  and  poaching, 
pollution,  and  general  neglect  and  spoliation,  the 
Wye  is  the  worst  river  of  should-be  salmon  rivers 
in  Britain.  In  proof  of  this,  but  one  salmon  has 
come  under  my  notice  during  last  autumn  and  this 
spring — a  kelt  taken  and  retm-ned  by  a  splendid 
angler  (a  clergyman),  always  on  the  water. 

My  main  object  in  inditing  this  article  is  to  do 
justice  to  a  much-abused  (and,  as  a  game  fish 
stream,  rightly  abused)  river.  Ivnowing  well  how 
badly  the  Wye  has  been  dealt  with  for  some  years 
past,  anglers  have  concluded  that  the  river  is 
depleted  of  fish  generally.  This  most  certainly  is 
not  so  as  regards  coarse  fish.  I  hold  no  brief  for 
the  Wye.    Living  on  its  banks,  and  fishing  it  well 


nigh  daily,  yet  I  have  no  special  affection  for  it ; 
though  I  am  greatly  enamoured  of  some  of  its 
tributaries — a  jiart  of  one  of  which  I  rent,  and  to 
several  others  of  which  I  have  free  access,  for 
trouting. 

Yet  we  should  give  "  What's-his-name  "  his  due ; 
and  I  must  chronicle  the  fact  that  the  river  in 
question  stands  well  up  towards  the  first  class  as 
regards  its  supply  of  general  fish  and  their  sport- 
giving  attributes.  And  .you  are  to  note  ("as  old 
Izaak  would  say)  that,  equal  to  certain  Midland 
streams  for  pike,  perch,  and  the  like,  it  is  far 
superior  to  them  and  to  well  nigh  all  waters  of 
Albion  in  respect  of  its  own  beauty  and  tbat  of  its 
em'ironment. 

Antithetical  to  most  streams  that  I  know,  the 
Wye  improves,  piscatorially,  in  a  downward 
direction.  We  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  study  it 
upwards. 

The  leading  angling  stations  are  : — Ross,  Hoar- 
withy,  Fownhope,  Hampton  Bishop,  Hereford, 
Staimton,  and  Hay. 

At  Ross,  the  hotels  are  the  George,  the  King's 
Head,  the  Royal,  the  Swan,  etc.  There  is  some 
open  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town, 
extending  a  good  distance  towards  Goodrich  Castle. 

Hoarwithy  is  a  rare  place  for  anglers — rarely 
visited,  rarely  fished,  providing  rarely  good  sport. 
The  station — under  two  miles  distant — is  Fawley, 
Great  Western  Railway.  The  pretty  village  inn  is 
the  New  Harp  (Dance).  The  landlord  will  fetch 
visitors  from  the  station,  and  will  arrange  for  a 
punt.  I  recommend  the  inn,  which  has  a  private 
entrance  for  those  staying  in  the  house.  There  arc 
six  excellent  bed-rooms,  and  a  jolly,  large  sitting- 
roOm — all  separate  from  the  public-house  section. 
The  charges  are  very  moderate. 

At  Hoarwithy  one  finds  seven  miles  of  virtually 
free  fishing ;  fishing,  that  is,  pertaining  to  the  free- 
holders, who  never  interfere  with  legitimate  anglers 
of  any  sort.  As  for  pike,  chub,  and  so  forth  (witli 
which  the  river  is  overdone)  there  is  little  difficulty 
experienced  by  those  who  desire  to  angle,  practically 
anywhere,  up  and  down  the  Wye. 

I  say  "  virtually  free  fishing,"  for  though  I  have 
often  heard  and  read  of  "free  fishing"  I  do  not 
know  of  any.  All  waters  belong  to  somebody.  If 
the  local  riparians — whether  landlord,  tenant,  or 
burgess — do  not  choose  to  conserve  their  rights, 
that  does  not  constitute  "  free  fishing."  For 
myself,  I  always  make  it  a  rule,  after  obtaining 
permission  to  fish  from  the  landowner,  to  ask  leave 
of  the  occupier  of  the  land  to  stray  over  his  fields  ; 
for  you  can  seldom  gain  access  to  rivers  withotit  . 
trespassing. 

Permission  to  angle  is  pretty  liberally  granted 
to  bottom-fishers  upon  the  river  Wye ;  but,  as  a 
rule,  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  is  closely  pre- 
served. This  displays  generosity ;  for  coarse  fish 
abound,  whereas  about  one  salmon  and  three  old 
trout  constitute  the  stock  of  the  noble  waters 
between  Hay  and  Ross. 

Hampton  Bishop,  a  few  miles  further  up  stream, 
is  noted  for  its  inn,  "  The  Bunch  of  CaiTots,"  the 
landlord  of  which  most  comfortable  house  is  a 
staunch  and  hearty  friend  to  fishermen. 

Hereford  is  a  good  centre,  save  that  most  anglers 
prefer  the  blessed  country  to  any  city  however 
charming.  Hotels  : — Green  Dragon,  Miti-e,  City 
Arms,  Greyhound,  Merton,  Exchange,  etc.  For 
all  particulars  apply  to  Mr.  Knowles,  tackle  sellei-. 
Broad-street,  a  most  clever  and  experienced  angler. 

Near  Staunton-on-Wye  the  waters  belong  to  Sir 
J.  G.  Cotterell,  Bart.,  and  the  Rev.  Sir  G.  Come- 
wall,  Bart.,  both  of  whom,  o-UTiing  long  stretches 
of  the  Wye,  are  generous  to  -visiting  anglers,  from 
whom  they  expect  the  courtesy  of  "By  your 
leave."  There  is  a  nice  little  iim — the  style  of  one 
you  read  about  in  novels  and  see  depicted  by  artists. 
It  is  two  mUes  from  Moorhampton  Station  (Mid- 
land Railway)  and  less  than  one  mile  from  the 
river.  It  is  the  Portway,  kept  by  Mrs.  Williams 
(to  whom  previous  notice  of  your  advent  must  be 
given  as  the  accommodation  is  as  limited  as  it  is 
excellent).  At  Moorhampton  Station  is  a  small 
hotel  and  posting-house  :  G.  Pearman,  landlord,  a 
good  sportsman  and  good  fellow. 

At  Hay  the  hotels  ai-e  the  Rose  and  Crown,  the 
Bear,  the  Blue  Boar,  and  the  Swan.  The  Welsh 
name  of  this  very  ancient  town  is  Tregelli,  which, 
according  to  Camden,  signifies  Haseley,  or  "  a 
grove  of  hazel  trees."  Fishermen  sta\-iQg  at  any 
one  of  the  above  mentioned  inns  will  be  put  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  sport,  but,  as  I  have  said,  the 
motto  of  the  Wye  angler  is  "  Down  the  water." 
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Placing  the  various  fishes  in  the  order  of  their 
plenitude  I  S3hedule  the  varieties  thus : — Pike, 
chub,  perch,  dice,  roach.  Pike  are  plentiful  and 
large  ;  chub  infest  the  river  in  shoals ;  the  perch 
are  numerous  and  of  fair  size  ;  there  are  many  nice 
(lace  ;  roach  are  found  and  caught  in  certain  likely 
localities.  For  myself,  I  have  killed  a  nice  lot 
of  chub  and  dace  since  midsummer  - —  se\  eral 
himdreds  in  all — mainly  with  the  fly,  the  best 
chub  scaling  21b.  2oz.  I  have  seen  chub  landed 
\veighing  31b.  and  upwards.  Anglers  have  killed 
this  season  ten  pike  in  one  day  to  one  rod,  below 
Hereford.  Above  Hereford  a  clergyman  has  taken 
thirty  pike  since  October,  including  fish  of  231b., 
191b.,  141b.,  101b.,  and  8^1b.  I  have  done  no  live- 
baiting,  nor  have  I  witnessed  any  closely.  My 
personal  experience  and  observation  have  been 
confined  to  trolling  and  spinning,  alike  with  the 
natural,  the  artificial,  and  formalin  preserved  baits. 
Not  a  few  good  pike  have  been  taken,  in  times  of 
flood,  by  labourers  and  others  of  the  baser  sort 
with  the  cleaching-net,  or  cleach-net  (clutch?). 

The  perch  fishing  is  "  chancy."  You  have  to 
"  locate  "  the  quarry.  Ground-baiting  is,  of  course, 
desirable.  Gudgeon  are  most  plentiful.  They 
furnish  excellent  lures  for  large  perch. 

To  sum  up.  I  recommend  the  Wye-side  angler 
to  devote  his  attention  to  pike  and  chub.  With 
the  former  he  may  reasonably  expect  sport.  The 
latter  one  may  almost  describe  as  "  swarming." 
A  skilful  and  painstaking  fisherman  can  rely  upon 
a  good  basket  of  "  chevins "  any  time  between 
June  and  February,  wind  and  water  permitting. 

Helwr. 


ABOUT  THE  GKAYLING  IN 
AMERICA. 


There  are  two  species  of  grayling  in  Europe, 
and  three  in  America — one  in  the  Arctic  region 
(ThymaUus  signifcr),  one  in  Michigan  (Thijmallus 
tricolor),  and  one  in  Montana  {Tliymalhis  mon- 
tanus).  There  is  no  great  difference  between  these 
various  species  as  to  form  and  coloration.  The 
sides  are  silvery  with  iridescent  tints,  with  darker 
back  of  a  grayish  purple  hue,  and  belly  pearly 
white.  There  are  a  few  irregular  V-shaped  spots 
on  the  sides,  mostly  anteriorly.  The  boreal  gray- 
ling has  the  tallest  dorsal  fin,  and  is  probably  the 
oldest  and  original  species.  It  is  possible  that  it 
was  transplanted  to  Michigan  and  Montana  on  an 
ice  floe  during  the  glacial  period,  for  it  is  found 
nowhere  else.  In  like  manner,  perhaps,  the  great 
lake  or  Mackinaw  trout  was  introduced  into  Elk 
Lake  in  Montana,  for  it  exists  in  no  other  waters 
east  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  Arctic  grayling 
was  first  described  by  Sir  John  Bichardson  in 
1823. 

Thirty  years  ago  I  found  the  grayling  plentiful  in 
a  number  of  streams  in  northern  Michigan,  notably 
the  AuSable,  Little  Manistee,  Pine  and  Pigeon 
rivers,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  filling  my  creel  in  a 
few  hours  with  fish  running  up  to  Ijlb.  Once  I 
took  a  number  when  fly-fishing  for  cisco  in  Lake 
Michigan  from  a  pier  at  Charlevoix.  The  Michigan 
grayling  was  first  described  by  Professor  Cope,  in 
1865,  when  it  was  abundant.  Since  that  time  it 
has  disappeared  almost  entirely  before  the  axe  of 
the  lumberman,  whose  logs  plow  up  the  spawning 
beds  in  the  spring,  smothering  the  eggs  or  killing 
the  fry. 

The  Montana  grayling  was  first  collected  and 
named  by  Professor  Milner,  of  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission,  in  1872,  the  specimens  being  taken 
from  a  tributary  of  the  Missouri  river.  Lewis  and 
Clark,  however,  during  their  famous  expedition, 
described  but  did  not  name  it,  seventy  years  before, 
from  fish  taken  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Jeflerson 
river.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
be  the  first  to  call  attention  to  this  prior 
description. 

The  Montana  grayling  is  found  in  the  tributaries 
of  the  Missouri  above  the  great  falls.  In  several 
tributaries  of  Smith  river,  in  the  Little  Belt 
mountains,  as  Tenderfoot  and  Sheep  Creeks,  it  is 
fairly  abundant,  as  it  is  also  in  the  three  forks  of 
the  ilissouri — the  Gallatin,  Madison,  and  Jefferson 
rivers.  Its  ideal  home  is  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  ]\Iadison,  especially  above  the  upper  canon, 
where  the  stream  is  swift,  though  unbroken,  the 
bottom  being  dark  obsidian  sand,  with  a  succession 
of  deep  pools  and  shallows.  I  have  there  taken 
£sh  weighing  21b.    Such  situations  are  peculiarly 


adapted  to  the  grayling,  being  preferred  to  the 
broken  water  of  rocky  streams  so  much  favoured 
by  the  trout. 

As  a  game  fish  the  grayling  is  fully  the  equal  of 
the  trout,  though  its  way  of  taking  the  artificial 
fly  is  somewhat  different.  There  is  a  snap  and 
vim  in  the  rise  of  a  trout  that  is  lacking  with  the 
grayling.  The  trout  often  leaps  above  the  water 
to  seize  the  fly,  while  it  is  usually  taken  more 
quietly  and  deliberately,  though  just  as  eagerly,  by 
the  grayling,  from  beneath.  In  other  words,  it  is 
"  sucked  in,"  as  the  English  anglers  term  it, 
though  that  hardly  expresses  it,  as  the  act  is  not 
so  tame  as  might  be  inferred.  On  the  contrary, 
the  grayling  rises  from  the  bottom  of  a  pool  and 
darts  upward  like  an  arrow  to  seize  the  fly,  though, 
as  a  rule,  it  does  not  break  water,  and  is  not  so 
demonstrative  as  the  trout — but  it  seldom  misses 
the  mark,  and  the  trout  often  does.  It  is  as  the 
rifle  compared  to  the  shot-gun — one  is  swift  and 
sure  with  but  little  fuss,  the  other  equally  deadly, 
perhaps,  but  with  more  bang,  spread,  and  scatter. 
I  have,  however,  occasionally  seen  the  grayling 
leap  above  the  surface  of  the  water  for  the  fly,  but 
the  exception  proves  the  rule. 

.  Some  fly-fishers  of  England  term  the  grayling  a 
"  dead-hearted  "  fish  that  must  be  taken  with  a  wet 
or  sunken  fly.  This  idea  of  its  lack  of  gameness  is 
inferred  in  Tennyson's  lines : — 

Here  and  there  a  lusty  trout 
With  here  and  there  a  grayling. 

As  the  grayling  grows  only  to  a  third  or  fourth 
of  the  weight  of  the  lusty  trout,  it  suffers  by  com- 
parison when  killed  by  the  heavy  rods  of  our 
English  brothers.  Their  assertion,  also,  that  the 
grayling  has  a  tender  mouth,  and  must  be  handled 
gingerly,  is  another  fallacy,  inasmuch  as  it  has  as 
tough  lips  as  the  trout,  but  the  smaller  hooks  of 
grayling  flies  do  not  hold  so  firmly  as  the  larger 
hooks  of  trout  flies. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  grayling  is  not 
a  leaping  fish  because  it  takes  the  flj'  from  below 
the  surface  of  the  water.  On  the  contrary,  in  its 
playful  moods,  it  may  be  seen  leaping  above  the 
surface  the  same  as  a  trout,  and  moreover  it  breaks 
water  repeatedly  after  being  hooked,  which  the 
brook  trout  seldom  does.  It  'puts  up  a  good  stiff 
fight  also  beneath  the  surface,  being  much  aided 
in  its  resistance  by  its  tall  dorsal  fin.  It  is  no  dis- 
paragement, then,  to  the  gamesome  and  lovely 
trout  to  declare  the  grayling  its  equal,  when  of 
similar  size  and  weight. 

Light  trout  tackle  is  suitable  for  grayling  fishing, 
but  the  flies  must  be  smaller  and  dressed  on  hooks 
not  larger  than  numbers  8  to  12.  Flies  of  sombre 
colours,  grayish  and  blackish,  are  the  most  killing. 
I  can  recommend  Grey  or  Black  Hackles,  Black 
Gnat,  Lord  Baltimore,  Oriole,  Professor,  Grizzly 
King,  and  Henshall,  though  other  grayish  flies  may 
do  as  well. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  parts  of  a  stream  most  liked 
by  the  grayling,  sandy  and  gravelly  pools  in  other 
words,  in  swift  and  smooth  water,  it  is  fished  for 
in  the  same  way  as  the  trout,  except  allowing  the 
flies  to  sink  below  the  surface  after  every  few  casts, 
much  the  same  as  in  black  bass  fishing. 

When  it  became  known  to  fish  culturists,  about 
1874,  that  the  grayling  existed  in  Michigan  attempts 
were  made  to  propagate  it  artificially  but  without 
success,  as  the  same  lines  were  pursued  as  with 
trout.  It  remained  for  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission  to  successfully  cope  with  the  problem. 
During  the  past  three  years  it  has  hatched  millions 
at  the  Bozeman  Station,  where  we  have  some  two- 
year-old  fish,  artificially  bred,  that  will  probably 
spawn  next  spring.  We  have  shipped  the  eggs  to 
many  eastern  states  as  far  as  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire  ;  also  to  Michigan,  where  it  is  hoped  to 
replenish  the  once  famous  grayling  streams  of  that 
state. — Dr.  James  A.  Henshall  in  Shooting  and 
Fishing. 

[Dr.  Henshall  may  like  to  know  that  Charles 
Cotton's  description  of  the  grayling  as  a  dead- 
hearted  fish  has  been  repudiated  by  most  English 
anglers  who  have  had  any  experience  of  the  fish, 
also  that  in  this  country  it  is  often  taken  over 
31b.  in  weight,  and  occasionally  up  to,  if  not  quite, 
51b.  In  Sweden  we  believe  even  heavier  fish  have 
been  taken.  In  the  chief  South  of  England  grayling 
streams  dry-fly  fishing  is  as  necessary  to  success 
with  grayling  as  with  trout.  We  are  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Doctor  has  been  so  successful  in  breeding 
the  fish  at  Bozeman,  where  he  is  in  command  of 
I  the  Government  fish-breeding  station. — Ed.  F.  G.] 


TWO  FISHING-TACKLE  ADVEE- 
TISEMENTS  OF  50  YEARS  AGO. 


What  changes  in  the  fishing-tackle  houses  have 
taken  place  since  these  advertisements  appeared  in 
Bell's  Life  on  March  19,  1849  :-~ 

"  The  Artificial  Flexible  Minnow. — W.  Flinn. 
fishing-tackle  maker,  inventor  and  sole  manufac- 
turer of  the  Flexible  Composition  Minnow,  in 
returning  thanks  for  the  support  with  which  he 
has  for  many  years  been  honomed,  begs  to  call 
the  attention  of  anglers  to  his  Flexible  Mirmows,  as 
the  best  trout,  salmon,  and  pike  baits,  and  which 
he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  to  a  high  state  of 
perfection,  so  that  they  have  been  acknowledged 
the  best  artificial  baits  ever  produced.  W.  Flinn 
has  received  statements  to  that  effect  from  numerous 
gentlemen,  well-known  anglers,  all  over  the  king- 
dom. The  baits  may  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Blacker, 
fishing-tackle  manufacturer.  No.  54,  Dean-street, 
Soho,  London  ;  Mr.  Barnard,  No.  4,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly,  London  ;  and  of  most  of  the  respectable 
tackle  shops  in  town  and  country.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Hackett,  32,  Great  George-street,  Cork,  is  agent  for 
Ireland.  Every  description  of  angling  tackle  of  the 
best  quality. — 23,  Broad-street,  Worcester,  Feb. 
1848." 

"To  THE  Lovers  of  Angling. — The  Archimedean 
IMiNNOW,  invented  and  manufactured  by  Frederick 
Allies,  of  Worcester,  and  registered  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. Sole  agent  for  London,  Mr.  C.  Farlow, 
221,  Strand,  near  Temple-bar ;  M.  Kelly  &  Son, 
Dublin ;  J.  Rowell,  Carlisle ;  J.  D.  Dougal,  Glas- 
gow ;  W.  A.  Hackett,  Cork ;  Margaret  Phinn, 
Edinburgh ;  J.  Edmonson,  Liverpool ;  R.  Molton, 
Hereford ;  Lithgoe  and  IBently,  Stafford ;  J,  N. 
Hearder,  Plymouth ;  G.  Osbourne,  Exeter ;  P. 
Hutchinson,  Kendal ;  William  Shipley,  Ashbourne  ; 
R.  Williams,  Leominster  ;  J.  Shaw,  Shrewsbury. — 
Prices,  small  size,  Is.  6d.  each,  large  size,  2s.  each  ; 
Is.  extra  for  mounted.  Gudgeon  size  5s.  each 
mounted. — Aj^ply  to  Frederick  Allies,  Worcester, 
by  whom  all  orders  with  a  remittance  will  be  sup- 
plied by  post  or  railway. — -Testimonial. — Page  217  : 
"  The  Archimedean  Minnow  of  Mr.  F.  Allies,  of 
Worcester,  is  deservedly  coming  into  repute,  and 
in  my  opinion,  ought  to  rank  first  amongst  artificial 
minnows."  Also  page  326.  See  the  Handbook 
of  Angling  by  Ephemera  of  Bell's  Life  in  London." 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  GWEEDORE. 


Now  this  is  the  truthful  account  of  a  day's 
fishing  which,  although  not  a  good  one,  was  not  a 
bad  one — at  least,  not  a  blank  one.  The  previous 
afternoon  had  been  wet — most  emphatically  so — 
as  we  learned  to  our  cost  while  driving  from  Dun- 
fanaghy.  Up  till  that  day  the  weather  had  been 
very  dry,  and  so  the  result  was  that  the  flood  whicli 
had  come  down  during  the  night  had  left  the  river 
far  too  big  to  tr>  for  a  salmon ;  the  loughs,  there- 
fore, and  the  hope  of  brown  trout  with  a  possible 
odd  white  trout  were  our  only  chance. 

At  Gweedore  the  loughs  lie  almost  at  the  foot  of 
Errigal — that  weather-beaten  peak  which  serves  one 
as  a  landmark  through  all  West  Donegal— and  are 
not  so  wanting  in  scenery  as  the  majority  of  the 
loughs  in  the  Rosses.  Errigal  lies  to  the  east  of 
Lough  Nacung,  its  western  flank  grey  and  rugged 
with  fallen  rock,  and  its  double  peak  rising  up  like 
a  pinnacle  among  the  lower  hills,  which  rise  up  in 
gentle  slopes  covered  with  heather  and  grass.  To 
the  west  of  the  lough  is  the  valley  of  the  Gweedore 
River,  and  up  on  the  hill  the  comfortable  old  hotel 
nestling  away  among  the  trees. 

As  my  boatman  set  himself  at  the  oars  I  fixed 
up  a  cast — tail.  Mallard  and  Green ;  droppers. 
Teal  and  Red  and  March  Brown.  This  I  kept  to 
all  day,  with  the  exception  of  a  lucky  change  in  the 
evening  to  a  small  Hare's  Ear  as  tail.  The  flood 
made  the  row  up  the  lough  a  stiff  pull,  and  although 
we  stuck  for  some  time  on  the  head  of  a  pool  old 
John  would  take  no  assistance  whatever ;  he  was, 
in  fact,  as  "  contrary"  during  the  whole  day  as  an 
Irish  piggy  going  to  market.  However,  we  at  last 
got  up  to  the  lough,  only  to  put  on  the  "  oilies  "  and 
sit  down  while  John  took  the  boat  along  the  north 
shore.  Not  a  rise,  however,  could  I  get — not  even 
round  the  reeds,  generally  a  sure  find,  were  any  fisli 
feeding — and  in  fact  during  the  whole  day  every 
trout  that  was  killed  was  got  on  the  southern  shore. 
Better  luck,  however,  was  in  store  for  us  at  the 
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opposite  side  of  the  lough,  for  no  sooner  had  I 
started  to  cast  there  than  a  couple  of  "  brownies  " 
affixed  themselves  and  were  landed.  Barely  ^Ib., 
and  very  few  over  that  weight.  It  is  surprising  how 
gamely  these  little  trout  fight  for  their  liberty; 
Irish  trout  are,  it  is  said,  much  gamer  for  their  size 
.  than  their  English  brethren.* 

By  this  time  we  were  both  ready  for  lunch,  so 
John  moored  the  boat  in  the  middle  of  the  lough, 
which  is  quite  shallow,  by  tying  the  painter  to  his 
stick  and  pushing  it  into  a  lump  of  turf  which  stood 
up  above  the  water.  During  limch  my  boatman 
gave  quite  an  intelligent  dissertation  on  the  war, 
and  took  Errigal  as  an  illustration  for  a  kopje  ; 
such  is  the  unfitness  of  things,  discussing  the  Boer 
war  on  the  bosom  of  a  Donegal  lough  with  an  old 
man  whose  farthest  step  into  the  world  had  been  as 
far  as  Londonderry ! 

After  lunch  and  a  sup  of  the  "  craytur  "  hope 
sprang  again.  The  brownies  came  on  the  feed  and 
the  wind  fell  to  a  gentle  breeze,  so  that  although 
the  water  was  still  very  "dirty"  we  had  about 
twenty  trout  in  the  boat.  Yet  there  was  no  sign 
of  a  white  trout ;  for  this  misfortune  John  consoled 
me  by  many  excuses  and  much  blarney,  and  consoled 
himself  with  a  piJl  at  his  pipe.  By  half-past  three 
o'clock  only  four  more  brown  trout  were  caught, 
for  Errigal  was  free  from  clouds  and  the  wind  had 
dropped  entirely.  "  I  think  I'll  have  a  throw  for 
luck  !  "  I  did  so,  and  was  rewarded  by  catching  a 
l5lb.  white  trout,  bright  as  silver. 

D.  B.  T.AYLOR. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  BrldKe 
given  below  ° 

!30  mln.  for  Chelsea.  /65  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „  Putney.  AddJ^S  „     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  '*"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,         Barnes.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
*  w  '^'^^^     Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  Londoh  bridob. 

Saturday,  Feb.  1  .""f^?";   ^^'f/d 

!;unday,  „  2    8.  8   a'.i-Z 

Monday,  „  3    9.21    10.  i 

liiesday,  „  4    10.45    11.22 

Wednesday,  „  5    H.55    _ 

Thursday,  „  e    0.26    0.52 

*"day,  „  7    1.14   1.35 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Eemaeks. — The  river  is  now 
very  clear,  and  roach  have  not  been  feeding  well  until 
after  midday.  Very  few  specimen  fish  have  been 
caught.  Chub  have  been  feeding  well  on  pith,  shrimps, 

*  So  are  Scotch  and  Welsh  trout— according  to  Scotch  and 
Welsh  anglers.   Tell  that  fish  tale  to  the  Marines.— ED. 


and  bread  cubes.  Pike  were  feeding  very  early  in 
the  week,  but  owing  to  the  sudden  change  in  the 
temperature  most  fish  have  fed  only  by  fits  and 
starts.  Bank  anglers  have  not,  as  a  rule,  had 
good  takes  of  fish,  and  during  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  a  strong  north-easterly  wind  considerably 
interfered  with  roach  fishing.  A  day's  steady  rain 
would  be  very  useful  in  getting  more  colour  into  the 
river,  which  is  now  at  summer  level.  The  lower 
reaches  suffer  much  from  the  fact  that  after  a  few 
showers  the  water  is  run  off  rapidly,  so  that 
unless  the  river  is  in  semi-flood  there  is  seldom 
much  water  above  the  ordinarj-  level,  which  does 
not  help  bank  anglers.  February  is  considered  the 
best  month  of  the  year  for  roach,  chub,  and  pike,  and 
I  hope  to  hear  of  some  good  fish  being  caught  before 
long,  as  up  to  the  present  the  record  is  very  much 
below  the  average  for  the  Thames. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Eton). — The  water  is  again  very  clear, 
and  sport  is  not  so  good  as  lastlweek,  but  should  the 
present  frost  continue  for  a  few  nights  some  good 
jack,  perch,  and  chub  should  be  accounted  for. — Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  in  fairly  good 

condition,  with  a  nice  stream.  The  rough  winds  and 
changeable  weather  makes  angling  anything  but 
pleasant.  The  jack  have  been  oS  the  feed  since  the 
latter  part  of  last  week ;  on  quiet  days  the  roach  have 
fed  well  and  some  nice  bags  have  been  made.  On 
Jan.  23  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  four 
jack  (best  fish  6Jlb.),  the  bag  being  made  up  to  341b. 
with  a  nice  show  of  roach.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing 
with  R.  Young,  seven  retainable  jack  (best  fish  4Jlb.) 
Mr.  Whybro  and  friend,  fishing  with  E.  Harvey,  four 
dozen  good  roach;  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  six  jack,  the 
best  three  weighing  17Jlb.  On  the  25th,  Messrs. 
Clark  and  Calking,  fishing  with  F.  Willis,  took  four 
jack,  best  fish  101b.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Calking; 
on  the  28th,  Mr.  E.  Smith  and  others  had  some  good 
shows  of  roach.  Since  the  25th,  jack  fishing  has  been 
quiet,  and  although  several  anglers  have  been  out 
little  sport  has  rewarded  them. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Teddington). — Have  been  getting  from  six 

to  ten  dozen  dace  per  day ;  also  a  few  jack  and  perch. 
Water  is  bright,  but  fish  are  feeding  very  well. — W. 
McBeide. 

  (Wargrave). — The  water  is  still  in  very  good 

condition  for  jack  and  perch,  but  more  rain  is  wanted 
before  roach  will  be  well  on  the  feed.  Crampton  and 
Pritchell,  out  with  two  patrons,  the  Brothers  Haynes, 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  25,  had  some  good  ones.  Fishing 
in  the  Loddon  on  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Bailey  had  one  nice 
jack,  111b.,  and  one  smaller,  4ilb.  Plenty  of  other 
small  jack  have  been  taken  during  the  week. — A.  W.  C. 

A7on  (Kingwood). — We  are  continuing  to  have 
good  sport  here  with  pike.  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer 
landed  551b.  in  one  day,  the  largest  being  lO^lb.  Mr. 
Frost  to-day  (Jan.  29)  landed  one  of  141b.— F.E.P. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach). — The  waters 
are  in  excellent  condition,  and  but  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  more  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  suitable  weather  for  pike  fishing.  Roach 
fishing  during  the  week  has  been  quiet,  due  to  the 
sudden  changes  of  the  weather.  Good  live  baits  on 
the  spot. — John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
weather  is  very  unsettled,  alternating  between  snow, 
frost,  and  mild  thaws,  with  lots  of  rain,  and  there 
seems  at  present  little  prospect  of  its  becoming  more 
settled.  The  river  is  high  and  with  more  colour  than 
last  week,  but  not  thick.  A  friend  and  myself  fishing 
the  Bridge  Broad,  leased  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  the 
King's  Head  Hotel,  landed  four  pike  out  of  six  runs, 
but  they  all  ruled  small,  none  above  41b.  This  is  a 
good  little  piece  of  water  adjoining  the  hotel,  and 
boats  and  live  bait  are  always  ready,  but  as  it  will 
only  accommodate  one  boat  of  two  rods  notice  of 
fishing  should  be  given  well  beforehand.  The  large 
Broad  should  now  be  in  very  good  order,  but 
I  have  no  reports  from  it.  Roach  fishing  seems 
just  now  rather  poor,  owing  probably  to  the 
unsettled  weather  and  constantly  changing  tempera- 
ture. I  read  in  the  Eastern  Daily  Press  that  a  client 
of  Mr.  Alma  Nichols,  of  Stalham,  while  fishing  with 
him,  hooked  a  very  big  pike  which,  after  a  heavy 
fight,  broke  away,  but  being  subsequently  picked  up 
dead,  was  found  to  be  upwards  of  four  feet  long,  and 
must  have  weighed  301b.  The  Yare  marshes  are  all 
flooded  to-day  (Jan.  28),  and  skating  seems  more 
probable  than  angling.  Pike  fishing  prospects  are 
decent,  but  roach  seem  distinctly  off  in  the  Bure. — 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — Judging  from  the 
number  of  salmon  that  have  been  spawning  in  the 
Dart  the  prospects  for  next  season  are  more  favourable 
than  for  some  years  past.  A  large  number  of  fish  have 
already  spawned  in  the  higher  waters  and  gone  back, 
while  the  same  unusual  circumstance  has  been  noticed 
of  a  great  many  fish  spawning  in  the  tidal  waters.  Trout 
appear  to  be  pretty  plentiful,  and  on  fine  sunny  days 
may  be  seen  rising  freely.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  water  in  the  river  lately,  and  the  general  state 
of  the  stream  is  improved.  It  has  been  decided  to 
petition  the  City  Council  in  cousequence  of  the 


damage  done  by  the  birds  to  exempt  the  district  under 
their  control  from  the  close  time  order  in  connection 
with  shags  and  cormorants.  As  has  been  mentioned 
in  this  column  of  late  these  birds  have  been  killing  a 
great  many  fish. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Very  little  sport  has 
been  obtained  during  the  past  week,  the  weather 
being  very  unsettled.  A  few  small  pike  have  been 
caught  in  the  main  river,  near  Mallett's  Mill 
and  Wadland's  Marsh.  In  the  canal  the  pike 
have  been  off  the  feed,  and,  live  bait  being  scarce, 
and  hard  to  catch,  there  has  been  little  doing. 
A  baby  shark  has  again  been  captured,  and  was  on 
view  at  the  North  Devon  Fish  Stores  and  the  un- 
welcome visitor  was  the  observed  of  observers  passing 
up  and  down  our  main  street.  Weather  now  bright 
and  frosty,  prospects  not  at  all  unfavouroble  if  it 
continues.  In  last  week's  article  on  "  Great  Western 
Canal,"  "  Tiverton,  near  Bristol  "  should  read  "  Twer- 
ton,  near  Bristol." — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
There  has  been  another  heavy  snowstorm  to  mark  the 
end  of  the  week.  Up  to  Friday  it  was  mild,  and 
everything  was  in  favour  of  fishing.  Change  then  set 
in,  cold  was  followed  by  snow,  and  this  later  began  to 
move  away  rapidly.  Though  foxhunting  was  possible 
on  Tuesday  snow  broth  had  got  into  the  waters,  and 
angling  could  not  be  resumed  as  easily.  Prior  to  the 
setting  in  of  the  frost  sport  had  been  very  good.  On 
the  South  Forty-foot  pike  fishing  was  of  the  highest 
order  and  live  bait  caused  great  slaughter.  Fish 
varying  from  31b.  to  61b.  were  numerous,  whilst  odd 
ones  weighing  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.,  were  reported. 
Good  reports  were  from  the  middle  district,  and  fish 
were  coming  to  hand  very  freely  on  the  Welland. — 

LlJIPET. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — The  mild  weather 
of  last  week  underwent  a  change.  On  Saturday  it  was 
cold,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  severe  snowstorm, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  sport  for  the  present.  This 
was  unfortunate,  as  before  the  change  prospects 
were  seldom  better.  Baskets  of  small  nsh,  such  as 
roach,  dace,  etc.,  weighed  up  to  101b.  or  so,  whilst 
catches  of  pike  in  the  neighbourhood  ran  up  to 
some  401b.  or  so.  Those  who  have  used  worm  for  bait 
having  accounted  for  the  best  roach,  some,  by  the  way, 
have  reached  21b.  Reaching  on  the  Trent,  between 
Carlton  and  Torksey,  is  said  to  have  been  a  failure. 
Still,  two  or  three  nice  bream  have  come  to  hand,  and 
a  few  rods  have  been  at  work  for  chub.  Some  of  the 
best  fish  were  landed  from  Laneham. — L. 

Lea. — With  the  weather  so  unfavourable  for  opera- 
tions piscatorial,  anglers  have  had  a  very  quiet  time  of 
it  in  the  Lea  Valley  during  the  past  week,  the  roach 
being  dead  off  the  feed  on  several  occasions.  Down 
to  this  (Thursday,  Jan.  30)  morning  I  have  not  heard 
of  a  single  good  catch  of  these  fish  this  week, 
and  I  am  afraid  a  good  many  light  creels  have 
been  met  with.  The  > river  is  now  clear  again, 
but  not  bad  for  pike  and  perch,  and  some  fair  speci- 
mens of  these  fish  have  been  captured,  but  no  pike 
over  81b.  are  reported  this  week.  Last  week  a  pike  of 
ISJlb.  was  taken  in  the  Crown  water  at  Broxboume 
by  Mr.  Clapshaw,  who  also  had  two  more  nice  fish. 
At  Waltham  and  Cheshunt  some  pike  have  been 
caught,  also  a  31b.  chub.  Several  otters  are  reported 
to  be  in  the  Bonder's  End  district  of  the  Lea.  Warm 
rain  would  be  beneficial  to  roach  fishing  now. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon,  Suffolk). — A  considerable 
amount  of  snow  has  fallen  lately  which  has  upset  the 
pike  fishing  for  a  day  or  two,  but  if  the  mild  weather 
continues  for  a  few  more  days  there  ought  to  be  some 
more  good  bags  taken.  On  Jan.  23,  Mr.  G.  H.  Young, 
Pier  Tavern,  Manchester- road,  Cubitt  Town,  caught 
fifteen  pike,  largest  81b.  On  Jan.  26  there  were  several 
rods  out,  but  no  sport,  the  weather  being  against 
them.  Mr.  Beales,  of  Cambridge,  caught  one  weighing 
9Jlb.  If  the  weather  keeps  as  it  is  now  (Jan.  28),  there 
ought  to  be  some  sport. — A.  Rolph. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  pike  taken  here  during  the 
week  have  been  above  jthe;  average  in  nmnbers.  The 
usual  catch  per  rod  now  is  four  or  five  fish  of  about 
41b.  each.   A  few  good  roach  have  been  had. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  running  in  fair  order  for 
fishing,  but  are  slightly  stained,  and  have  snow  water 
ill  them.  The  weather  has  been  so  very  uncertain  the 
last  few  weeks  that  angling  has  besVi  very  quiet  indeed. 
We  have  had  fine  mild  days  like  April,  then  a  sudden 
change,  and  you  have  snow,  hail,  and  rain,  followed  by 
severe  frosts,  so  that  anglers  have  not  been  inclmed  to 
venture  out,  and  fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill.  Last 
week  a  few  grayling  were  taken  with  fly.  If  the 
weather  holds  fine,  prospects  for  sport  next  week 
should  be  good. — Gwynse, 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 
Towards  the  end  of  last  week  these  rivers  were  in  fair 
order,  and  grayling  were  beginning  to  feed  on  bottom 
and  mid-water  baits,  when  the  weather  suddenly 
changed,  and  snow,  sleet,  and  rain  fell,  causing  a  rise 
of  eight  or  nine  inches  of  stained  water,  with  apparently 
snow  broth  in  it.    They  are  now  (Wednesday,  Jan.  29) 
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fining  and  sinking,  and  if  the  weather  favours  will  be 
in  order  again  by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print ; 
yet  the  outlook  is  doubtful,  as  a  rather  strong  wind 
(cold)  is  blowing  from  the  north,  and  as  night  closes 
in  heavy  clouds  seem  to  portend  a  further  fall  of 
snow. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peter borong'li).  —  Exceptionally  variable 
weather  has  been  the  rule  since  last  week,  snow,  rain, 
and  sharp  biting  frost  prevailing  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two.  Nevertheless,  the  pike  fishing  was  good.  At 
Oundle,  near  the  bridge,  Mr.  Jack  Sharp,  of  the  Swiss 
Cottage,  Fletton,  captured  six  good  pike,  weighing 
altogether  401b.,  the  heaviest  scaling  Ifi^lb.  and 
measuring  37in. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Pike  still  on  the  feed 
here.  Some  good  fish  taken  every  day  (-Jan.  26 
excepted,  when  it  blew  a  gale,  and  no  one  did  any  good 
at  all,  and  all  were  glad  to  return  to  the  blazing  logs 
and  steaming  grogs).  The  best  fish  during  the  week 
was  91b.,  Mr.  Gwalkin,  of  Cambridge.  A  great  number 
of  5  and  6  pounders  were  caught,  and  they  are  in 
splendid  fighting  condition  and  give  good  sport. — A. 

SCABD. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  good  colour,  but 

the  snow  of  Jan.  26  and  27  has  put  all  fish  ofi  the 
feed.  This  afternoon  (Jan.  28)  the  sun  has  come 
out  bright  and  fine,  and  should  it  continue  to  hold 
out  without  any  more  downfall  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  should  see  it  perfection. — Ed.  Collinson. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  has  been  most  variable,  sunshine  and  rain 
succeeded  by  northerly  winds  and  frost.  Sport  as  a 
rule  has  not  been  satisfactory,  although  rivers  are  in 
grand  order.  A  few  roach  and  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Ouse  in  the  lower  portion,  and  a  nice  fish  of 
5 jib.,  and  a  few  chub  from  the  upper  reaches.  A  local 
angler  recently  secured  a  pike  of  4f  lb.  from  the  Adur, 
near  Heufield.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  trim ;  a 
pike  of  41b.  was  taken  with  live  bait  while  eel  fishing  ; 
and  perch  of  l^lb.  have  taken  worm  in  the  Donniugton 
district.  There  are  a  few  good  pike  in  the  Basin.  A 
heavy  fish  broke  away  on  Monday  (Jan.  27)  through 
gimp  parting. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  in  flood ;  prospects  of 
season  good.  Should  rain  cease,  Feb.  1  will  show 
good  sport  to  the  many  fishermen  who  are  burning  to 
throw  the  fly. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  imdergone  another  change  since  last  report,  and 
is  now  running  stained  and  has  risen  over  a  foot  owing 
to  the  very  changeable  weather.  Snow,  rain,  and  sleet 
fell  several  nights,  and  the  hills  around  were  covered 
with  snow ;  ram  followed  quickly  and  melted  the  snow, 
and  caused  the  river  to  rise  quickly,  and  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  snow-water  in  it  at  present.  Severe  frosts 
at  night,  followed  by  bright  days,  have  been  the  rule, 
and  angling  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill  this  week  ; 
but  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  fine  weather  and 
frosts,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  water,  which  is 
lowering  quickly,  should  be  in  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing,  and  the  flies  to  use  will  be  the  Red 
Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Blue,  and  Hare's 
Bar.  Grayling  have  not  moved  this  week,  but  a  few 
nice  fish  were  taken  last  week.  Pike-fishing  has  been 
tried,  but  sport  limited,  and  fish  should  be  taken  next 
week  with  live  and  gorge  baits.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  now  stained  with  snow  water,  and 
angling  in  them  is  at  a  standstill. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). —  The   Teme  in   this  part  was 

running  in  capital  order  until  the  end  of  the  week, 
when  we  got  a  sudden  change  and  heavy  rain  fell, 
followed  by  frosts  and  then  snow  and  hail,  which 
melted  quickly  and  got  into  the  river,  and  caused  it 
to  rise  about  eighteen  inches,  and  is  slightly  stained ; 
but  the  weather  has  changed  again  to  frosts  followed 
by  fine  days,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  the  water 
will  be  in  good  fishing  order  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week,  and  suitable  for  fly-fishing.  There  has  been  no 
angling  done  in  this  part  this  week. — Worcestkr. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
A  snowstorm  has  tracked  across  the  country  and  left 
its  impression  in  the  Witham  district.  This  has  been 
against  angling,  which  previously  had  been  very 
good.  Prior  to  the  change  of  weather,  baskets 
on  the  river  had  been  remarkably  good,  whilst 
fine  takes  were  got  from  the  Sincil  Dyke.  Since 
the  floods  the  bye-streams  have  held  many  fish. 
Best  takes  were  said  to  have  been  got  in  the 
afternoons.  Sortie  idea  of  the  quality  of  the  sport 
may  be  got  from  the  fact  that  a  Lincoln  angler, 
in  six  days,  captured  over  a  thousand  roach.  Capital 
sport  has  come  to  the  hands  of  pike  anglers, 
and  many  fish  have  come  to  hand,  from  31b.  to  91b. 
each,  chiefly  from  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke. 
The  reports  from  the  Bain  are  not  quite  so  good  as 
usual,  still  a  few  visitors  from  Conningsby  took  away 
some  good  lots.  The  drains  about  Boston  have  yielded 
numerous  pike,  but  very  few  roach.  I  hear  that  roach 
prospects  are  particularly  good  in  the  aqueduct  por- 
tion of  the  Kelsey  drain.  It  is  said  to  be  at  present 
teeming  with  fish,  and  as  soon  as  milder  weather 
comes  round  captures  will  be  considerable. — Luci. 

Weymouth.  —  Weather   clear   and   fine,  water 


smooth,  slight  northerly  breeze;  looks  like  a  con- 
tinuation.   Hard  frost  last  night. — Sea  Beea^[. 
Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 

&C.  (Yorks). — Matters  from  a  piscatorial  point  of 
view  have  been  far  from  lively  since  the  icy  grip  of 
Saturday  last  set  in,  and  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out  up  the  Yore.  J.  Blades  writes  me  the  report  that 
he  caught  thirty-two  grayling  "  one  day  recently,"  as 
published  in  a  local  paper,  only  existed  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  writer,  his  catch  being  three  fish  only ;  the 
largest,  however,  was  worth  catching,  being  a  fine  gray- 
ling of  lib.  2ioz.  Blades  adds  :  "  The  present  grayling 
fishing  season  in  the  upper  Yore,  that  is,  above 
Aysgarth  Falls,  is  one  of  the  worst,  if  not  the  worst, 
I  have  ever  experienced ;  the  few  fish  I  have  caught 
have  ran  wretchedly  small,  the  best  day  I  have  had 
for  a  long  time  being  on  Saturday  last,  when  I 
caught  five  fish  weighing  2Jlb."  I  myself  fished  hard 
on  Monday  for  ten  small  fish.  To-day  (Wednesday)  I 
did  much  better,  getting  eight  half-pounders  in  two 
hours.  Strange  to  say,  in  spite  of  five  degrees  of 
frost  the  grayling  took  the  gentle  in  preference  to 
the  worm.  An  angler  fishing  the  same  streams 
to-day  with  the  latter  bait  did  not  get  a  single 
fish.  A  few  pike  were  caught  on  Monday  with  the 
Harrogate  Spinner  and  live  bait,  but  the  best  pike 
waters  are  coated  with  ice  to  day.  Anglers  at  Ripon 
complain  of  the  havoc  pike  make  in  the  trout  and 
grayling  streams  in  that  district,  and  "Jonathan 
Dale,"  in  writing  me,  hopes  gentlemen  interested  will 
offer  prizes  for  the  capture  of  pike,  etc.  There  is  no 
doubt  the  presence  of  pike  in  trout  and  grayling  streams 
is  objectionable  and  the  question  of  their  destruction 
will  have  to  be  faced— I  should  say  trimmer  them 
wholesale  !  A  few  bags  of  grayling  were  made  in  the 
Swale  at  Morton  Bridge  and  Catterick.  Since  then 
there  has  been  little  doing,  and  very  little  in  the 
Wharfe,  in  whichriver  I  hear  Mr. W.  J.  Grassham  caught 
a  couple  of  nice  pike,  the  largest  weighing  about 
81b.  Higher  up  the  river  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill 
has  done  as  well  amongst  the  grayling  as 
anyone  I  know.  The  Nidd  has  b'een  sadly 
out  of  condition  all  the  week,  and  I  hear  there 
has  been  a  lot  of  snow-water  in  the]  Derwent.  Con- 
sequently, roach  fishing  in  that  river  and  the  Ouse 
has  fallen  off. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore).  —  Fishing  on  the  hotel 
water  on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan  killed  one  salmon 
of  181b.  ;  on  the  reserve  water  the  Marchioness  of 
Breadalbane  killed  a  new  run  salmon  of  201b.  On 
Jan.  23,  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid  (keeper) 
killed  one  salmon  of  201b. ;  McKinnes  (keeper)  killed 
one  of  181b.  On  Jan.  24  Macdiarmid  killed  two  of 
201b.  and  181b.  On  Jan.  27,  on  the  reserve  water,  Mr. 
McEwen  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.  Loch  in  good 
ply. — Wm.  Knight. 

  (Killin),    N.B.  —  On    Jan.    23,    on  the 

Killin  Hotel  Water,  Mr.  C.  K.  Ure,  Glasgow,  landed 
two  salmon  of  191b  and  221b.  On  Jan.  25,  on  the 
Loch  Tay  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  Blair,  Edinburgh,  landed 
a  salmon  of  161b.  On  Jan.  25,  Mrs.  Blair,  Edinburgh, 
landed  2  salmon  of  161b.,  and  281b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  opening  of  the 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  Ness,  and  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters  is  now  being  eagerly  looked  forward  to  on 
Feb.  11,  and  under  fair  weather  conditions  a  capital 
start  will  be  made  all  over,  but  especially  so  on  the 
Dee,  where  fish  have  been  running  freely  since  the 
advent  of  the  New  Year.  Arrangements  a,re  presently 
being  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  at  Balmoral  for  two  short  visits  to  the 
spring  salmon  fishing,  and  Craig  Gowan  Lodge  is  to 
be  exclusively  set  apart  for  his  use.  Mr.  Bristoe 
and  friends  will  fish  the  Ballater  waters,  and  good 
sport  may  be  expected.  In  addition  to  the  other 
sections  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Heaven  has  (privately) 
let  the  Forest  of  Birse  water  for  the  spring,  while 
Mr.  Grawshaw,  London,  has  taken  the  Dess  Houss 
and  fishings  for  the  same  time ;  Colonel  Napier,  the 
Carlogie  water  ;  Messrs.  Hare  and  King,  two  months 
of  the  Ballogie  section,  being  followed  later  on  by 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  and  Mr.  Brocklehurst ; 
Mr.  Deveril,  London,  has  the  Kincardine  water,  and 
Lord  Garrioch  and  friends  the  Borrowstone,  while  Mr. 
Joliff  will  fish  the  Woodend  section,  and  Captain 
Gaskell  and  Mr.  D.  Davidson  the  Sluie  and  Oom- 
monty  waters.  Mr.  Meekin  has  the  Inchmarlo  and 
Kinneskie  section  in  addition  to  the  Upper  Durris, 


Trout  Hies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
(luality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Doirblc  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  cust  .mers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
■Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  13.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station- 
street.  Leeds.  Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 


while  Mr.  George  Davidson  and  party  will  fish  the 
Park  water.  The  prospects  on  the  Deveron  are  brighter 
than  usual,  and  a  good  few  spring  fish  are  already  in 
the  pools.  The  house  and  fishings  of  Wester  Elchies 
on  the  Spey,  so  long  in  the  hands  of  Chief  Justice 
Smith,  have  just  been  let  on  a  five  years'  lease  to  Mr. 
Abel  Smith,  London. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been 
running  pretty  full  of  late,  and  this  week  the  waters 
are  full  of  melted  snow.  There  was  another  fall  of 
snow  on  Tuesday,  and  there  has  been  hard  frosts  this 
week.  In  the  Annandale  and  Nithsdale  distriqts  the 
weather  is  very  wintry  at  the  time  of  writing.  On  Jan.  19 
there  was  a  nice  run  of  spring  salmon  up  the  Annan. 
They  were  quite  small  fish,  apparently  from  51b.  to 
81b.  each.  Tne  Annan  has  always  an  early  run  of  small 
spring  salmon,  and  those  who  have  known  the  river  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  hold  that  the  rod-fishing  in 
this  river  opens  too  late  to  get  any  advantage  with  the 
rod.  My  own  humble  oj)inion  is  that  the  river  should 
be  open  on  Feb.  1  instead  of  Feb.  26.  Very  few  spring 
fish  were  caught  last  year,  though  the  sport  was  better 
than  that  of  the  spring  of  1900.  Anglers  are  now 
over-hauling  their  tackle  for  the  opening  day.  The 
Nith  and  Galloway  rivers  open  on  the  same  date. 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  open  a  little  sooner 
than  the  middle  and  higher  reaches.  It  is  rumoured 
that  netting  is  to  be  resumed  on  certain  portions 
of.  the  Border  Esk  this  season.  If  this  turns  out  to  be 
correct  it  will  be  most  unfortunate  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view.  Now  that  there  is  no  drift  netting  in 
the  Firth,  sport  should  be  better  in  all  the  rivers. 
There  are  no  signs  of  disease  so  far,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  there  will  be  no  outbreak  this  season.  On  the 
whole  the  prospects  are  favourable  for  the  opening  on 
the  26th  inst. — Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  river  has  been  in  very  good  ply 
during  the  past  week,  and  very  good  sport  has  been 
got.  For  a  day  or  two  last  week  the  water  was  just  a 
little  too  high  for  successful  sport  owing  to  the  mild 
weather  melting  the  snow  on  the  hills,  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  week  the  weather  got  much  colder,  bringing 
with  it  a  strong  north-west  wind.  The  weather  through- 
out the  early  part  of  this  week  was  exceptionally  cold.  The 
following  are  a  note  of  the  fish  caught  during  the  past 
week  :  Fishing  on  the  Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Aberfeldy,  on  Jan.  25,  Messrs.  A.  Robertson  and 
J.  Stewart  caught  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  including  a 
grayling  about  21b.  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Walker,  Norfolk, 
from  Fisher's  Hotel,  Pitlochry,  fishing  on  Dunkeld 
water,  on  Jan.  21,  killed  a  splendid  newly  run  salmon 
of  281b.,  and  on  Jan.  28  the  boatman  killed  a  fine 
salmon  of  201b.  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.,  caught  a 
nice  salmon  of  171b.  on  Castle  Menzies  water  on  Jan.  27. 
Fishing  on  Eastwood  Water,  Birnan,  on  Jan.  27, 
Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  had  a  clean  run  salmon  of  171b. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Taylor,  fishing  on  Murthly  water  on  Jan.  21, 
had  a  salmon  of  191b.  The  Delvine  fishermen  on 
Jan.  22  had  one  of  211b.  Fishing  Upper  Cargill  on 
Jan.  27,  Mr.  H.  G.  Turner  and  Mr.  Younger  had  one 
salmon  of  81b.,  the  same  anglers  fishing  Stobhall  beat 
on  Jan.  23  landed  three  fish  of  191b.,  161b.,  and  151b. 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson  and  Col.  Braun,  Liverpool,  fishing 
on  Burnmouth  beat  on  Jan.  27,  landed  one  salmon  of 
161b.  On  Jan.  29  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  fishing  Burnmouth  Stobhall  beat,  killed 
three  fish  of  161b.,  201b.,  and  71b.  Mr.  Sidney  Jones, 
London,  fishing  on  Stanley  water  during  the  past 
week,  has  been  very  successful,  having  to  his  rod  one 
salmon  of  161b.  on  Jan.  27,  two  of  161b.  and  111b.  on 
Jan.  28,  and  four  of  201b  ,  171b.,  161b.,  and  121b.  on 
Jan.  29.  Pishing  on  Benchill  beat  on  Jan.  28,  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  Liverpool,  killed  one  salmon  of  91b. 
The  boatmen  fishing  Battleby  water  on  Jan.  22  landed 
one  salmon  of  131b.,  on  27th  one  of  141b.,  and  on  28th 
one  of  91b.  The  new  bait  is  still  the  most  successful 
lure. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District.  —  To  -  day  angling  opens 
on  a  number  of  county  Antrim  streams,  including 
the  Lagan,  the  streamlets  entering  the  north  side 
of  Belfast  Lough,  Lame,  Glendun,  the  glens  of 
Antrim  streams,  Ballycastle,  and  the  Bush.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  prospects  for  trouting 
are  nil.  Sharp  frosts  prevail  and  snow  lies 
thickly  over  the  country,  and  will  be  on  the 
hills  for  weeks  perhaps.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson  will 
be  the  president  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  in 
the  coming  year,  vice  Sir  Frederick  Carrington,  K.C.B., 
resigned.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  club  will  be  held 
on  Feb.  11.  Spring  salmon  are  showing  up  well  in 
the  Bush,  particularly  in  the  pools  below  Bushmills. 
-J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — This  river  opens  for 
fishing  on  Saturday,  Feb.  1 ;  reports  are  most  favourable 
as  to  the  number  of  salmon  in  the  river.  The  water 
is  in  good  order,  and  anglers  out  on  the  opening  day 
should  show  a  good  return. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne. — Clean  salmon  have  been  running  up  the 
Boyne  for  some  time,  so  that  the  prospects  for  the 
opening  day,  Feb.  12,  are  considered  fair.  The  opening 
month  and  March  are  the  better  periods  for  big 
springers.    The  hatchery  at  Black  Castle  is  well 
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stocked,  the  trays  holding  some  1,400,000  ova  obtained 
from  some  300  salmon.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
this  hatchery  is  bound  to  have  a  good  effect  on  the  near 
future  of  the  Boyne. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — The  accounts  to  hand  from  the 
principal  Cork  rivers  state  that  the  prospects  are  good 
for  the  opening  day.  The  waters  are  in  good  angling 
order  at  present,  and  are  likely  to  be  so  when  the 
angling  opens. — T.  J.  D. 

XSast  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  opening  of  the  season 
is  now  within  measurable  distance,  and  anglers  are 
making  preparations  for  it.  Just  now  the  appearances 
are  not  inviting,  as  the  country  is  covered  with  snow. 
There  is  no  perch  fishing  or  pike  fishing  to  recoid.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — The  rivers  are  all  in  flood,  and 
spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  the  earlier  waters  in 
generally  fair  numbers.  Angling  opens  on  the  waters 
in  the  Killarney  and  Waterville  districts  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  1,  and  so  far  as  can  be  judged  at  present  the 
prospects  are  good  for  the  opening  day  on  those  waters. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
opens  here  on  Feb.  1.  At  present  the  river  is  well 
stocked  with  salmon,  and  the  water  in  good  order. 
Frost  has  just  set  in,  which,  if  it  continues,  will  check 
sport  to  a  great  extent. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  prospects  for  the  angling  which  opens  here  to-day 
(Feb.  1)  are  now  much  brighter,  as  the  water  is 
getting  into  very  good  order  and  spring  salmon  are 
arriving  in  increased  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  open  to-day 
(Saturday,  Feb.  1)  and  for  the  coming  nine  months  the 
lough  will  be  legally  poached  for  salmon  and  trout, 
day  and  night,  without  intermission.  As  multitudes 
of  salmon  kelts  are  lying  in  the  lough  recuperating  on 
pollen  fry  before  doing  the  second  instalment  of  their 
journey  to  the  sea,  the  pollen  fishers  rake  them  in  and 
sell  them  for  pig  feeding. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  C  alien  (Eallina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  still  continues  fine  ;  good  prospects 
for  the  opening  day,  Feb.  1.  The  loughs  have  lowered 
a  few  inches. — Pat  Heabnbs. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
angling  season  of  1902  will  open  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  1,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  everything  seems  in 
favour  of  fishermen.  >The  ri\ef  will  be  right  in  a  few 
days,  and  spring  fish  are  already  to  the  fore ;  indeed,  a 
good  number  were  seen  bounding  clean  over  the  weir- 
wall  a  fortnight  ago.  There  are  a  few  reaches  of 
salmon  and  trout  water  to  let  for  February  and  March, 
including  the  late  Major  Traherne's  two-mile  and  my 
own  one-mile  beat,  ihe  latter  the  earliest  on  the 
Shannon. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  season  opens  here 
on  Feb.  1,  and  though  it  is  impossible  to  foretell  what 
the  season  may  turn  out  to  be  yet  prospects  look 
bright  for  the  opening  days.  Spawning  operations 
have  been  carried  on  extensively,  and  so  far  reports 
from  the  watchers  say  that  a  very  large  number  of 
fresh  run  fish  are  already  appearing. — J.  Eneight  &  Son 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  .the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  7  : — 


Sat. 
1st 


Sun.  Mon.  Tues.lWed.j  Th.  Fri. 
2u<X  !  3i-d  ,  4th  i  5tll    Cth  :  7th 


Scarborough  {^;™; 

Yarmouth  i^:^: 

Lowestoft  {pj^- 

Aldeburgh  j^;^; 

Harwich  {^;^; 

Burnham-on-  fa.m. 

Crouch  (p.m. 

Southend,    Sheer- ra.m. 

nese  and  Leigh...  ip.m. 
Margate,  B'dstairs,  f  a.m. 

and  Kamsgate  ...(p.m. 

Deal  and  Dover  -{p™- 

Hastings  {^;^; 

Eastbourne  andia.m. 
Brighton   (p.m. 

Newhaven  {p  m 

Shoreham  andia.m. 

Southwick  (p.m. 

Portsmouth  andfa.m. 

Hayling  Island  (p.m. 

fiy^outh  {l-^- 


9.45 
10.16 
2.17 
2.46 
2.59 
3.28 
3.46 
4.16 
5.  4 
5.28 
5.15 
5.39 
5.58 
6.24 
5.  1 
5.27 
4.19 
4.43 
4.35 
4.59 
4.29 
4.53 
4.25 
4..54 
4.47 
5.11 
4.48 
5.13 
11.  8 
11.36 


10.50 
11.27 
3.17 
3.51 
3.59 
4.33 
4.46 
5.21 
5.56 
6.31 
6.  7 
6.42 
6.55 
7.30 
5.58 
6.33 
5.12 
6.45 
5.28 
6.  1 
5.22 
6.55 
5.29 
6.  9 
5.40 
6.13 
5.46 
6.23 

0.10 


—  0.42 
0.  5  1.16 
4.26  5.39 
5.  2  6.15 
5.  8  6.21 
5.44  !  6.52 
5.55  ;  7.  9 
6.32  '  7.45 
7.12  '  8.32 
7.53  '  9.  9 
7.23  '  8.43 
8.  4  '  0.20 
8.  9  i  9.28 
8.49  no.  5 
7.12  i  8.31 
7.62  j  9.  8 
6.21  I  7.37 
7.  0  i  8.13 
6.37  I  7.52 
7.16  8.30 
6.31  7.47 
7.10  ;  S.23 
6.52  i  8.14 
7.36  8.48 
6.49  I  8.  5 
7.28  \  8.41 
7.  2  8.21 
7.42  '  8.56 
0.50  I  2.11 
1.30  2.60 


1.48 
2.17 
6.47 
7.17 
7.29 
7.58 
8.17 
8.47 
9.41 
10.11 
9.62 
10.22 
10.39 
11.  9 
9.42 
10.12 
8.44 
9.11 
9.  0 
9.27 
8.54 
9.21 
9.17 
9.41 
9.12 
9  39 
9.28 
9.56 
3.24 
3.56 


2.43j  3.29 
3.  7,  3.49 
7.42:  8.23 
8.  3^  S.42 
8  24;  9.  5 
8.461  9.24 
8.12!  9.52 
9.32110.12 
10.37 1 11.22 
11.  0|ll.4; 
10. 48111. 33 
11.11111.53 
11.34  — 
11.55'  0.15 


10.37 
10.58: 
9.35 
9.57 
9.51 
10.13 


11.18 
11.37 
10.17 
10.37 
10.33 
10.53 


9.46  11.28 
10.  811.47 
10.  0  10.40 
10.2'.:  10.58 
10.  3  10.45 
i0.2o!ll.  5 
10.20  U.  1 


10.41 
4.2; 
4.47 


11.19 
6.  9 
5.30 


Ballinskelligs. — On  one  day  four  anglers  had 
twenty-seven  pollack  in  Bonlikille  Bay  and  neigh- 
bourhood. During  the  past  four  days  fishing  was 
suspended  owing  to  very  wild  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Owing  to  bad  weather  sea  angling 
continues  suspended  at  and  around  this  station. 
1.  J.  D. 


Deal.— Jan.  23.— Wind  westerly,  fine;  not  very 
grand  takes  of  fish  landed.  Jan.  24. — Wind  S.W., 
strong,  with  ground  swell;  no  boats  out.  Jan.  2.5. — 
Wind  westerly,  fine ;  fair  takes :  Messrs.  Symonds 
and  Wood,  four  score  whiting,  one  score  pouting, 
and  five  nice  codling,  while  others  scored  well 
in  the  evening  ;  quite  a  contingent  of  anglers 
put  in  an  appearance.  Jan.  26. —  Strong  breeze, 
N.N.W. ;  only  one  boat  put  out,  while  the  rest  of 
gentlemen  availed  themselves  of  the  pier  and  other 
pastimes.  Jan.  27. — Wind  southerly  first  part  of 
day,  backing  round  to  N.W.  at  midday  ;  nothing  par- 
ticular to  mention.  Jan.  28.— Wind  westerly,  fine,  sun 
shining  brightly  and  blue  sky  ;  fishing  rather  poor  all 
round.  Jan.  29th.— Wind  N.N.W.,  fresh,  with  blue 
sky  and  sun  shining  brightly,  but  owing  to  the  fresh 
breeze  no  boats  ventured  out  fishing.  —  Edwabd 
Hangee  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— On  Saturday  (Jan.  25)  the 
whiting  bit  very  freely,  and  one  and  all  made  good 
catches,  especially  upon  the  slack  of  the  fiood  tide. 
The  strong  north-west  wind  which  sprang  up  suddenly 
at  night  entirely  spoilt  all  chances  of  sport  on  Jan.  26, 
and  our  Sunday  visitors—  Messrs.  Smythe,  Maitland, 
Dupfere,  G.  Christopherson,  Wrigley,  G.  Smith, 
Santry,  E.  Baker,  Soward,  and  Burnett— were 
doomed  to  disappointment,  the  entire  lower  deck 
of  the  pier  being  totally  submerged  at  high 
water.  Jlonday,  Jan.  27,  found  the  wind  south-east, 
and  the  water  still  very  thick ;  Messrs.  Webber, 
Harvey,  Harding,  and  Lengride  fished  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  with  scant  success,  the  day's  catch 
totalling  five  codling,  two  whiting,  and  a  few  large 
pouting.  The  water  was  in  splendid  condition  on 
Tuesday  morning,  Jan.  28,  and  results  were  very 
satisfactory,  the  majority  of  the  fish  taken 
being  large  dabs,  one  rod  accounting  for  no 
less  than  thirteen  of  this  species.  Mr. 
Christopherson  took  three  fine  codling,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Soward  and  Mr.  Cocks  one  each.  The  wind 
had  again  gone  round  to  the  north-west  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  the  water  was  extremely  thick,  but 
several  members  fished  patiently  for  many  hours  despite 
the  biting  nature  of  the  wind.  Mr.  Christopherson 
started  well  with  a  shapely  41b.  codling,  but  the  day's 
fishing  afterwards  proved  quite  a  failure. — J.  Richaed- 
SON  (B.S.A.S.). 

riymouth.— The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
during  the  week,  but  we  have  had  some  fine  days, 
which  the  fishermen  have  availed  themselves  of. 
Dabs  and  flat-fish  are  very  plentiful  just  now ;  they 
are  in  their  best  condition  in  February,  March,  and 
April,  being  full  of  roe.  In  this  month  mackerel 
commence  to  mike  their  appearance,  and  those  that 
are  taken  are  ia  very  prime  condition.  Formerly  it 
was  usual  to  seek  for  mackerel  on  the  south-west 
coasts  in  March  and  April,  but  of  late  years  the 
seiners  have  commenced  their  operations  much 
earlier,  and  very  often  are  well  rewarded  for  their 
pains.  There  has  been  a  large  catch  of  very  fine  grey 
mullet  at  Sennen  Cove,  near  the  Land's  End,  many 
of  the  fish  being  over  41b.  in  weight ;  they  were  sold 
on  landing  at  one  shilling  each,  and  as  there  were 
some  thousands  the  catch  realised  a  nice  amount. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  tliis  month  include  atherine 
(smelt),  sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab, 
mackerel,  eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  trout,  salmon, 
and  all  shell-fish. — William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Weather  fine  but  cold,  with  very  little 
fishing,  the  pollack  and  bass  having  disappeared  for 
a  time;  their  return  is  anxiously  looked  for.  The 
harbour  is  full  of  very  small  whiting.  Wind  N.W.— 
Geey  Mullett. 

Valentia  and  Waterville.— Sea  angling  continues 
suspended  at  these  stations  in  consequence  of  very  bad 
weather.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — There  have  been  good  catches  of  whit- 
ing and  pollack  at  the  breakwater  during  the  past 
week.  The  water  has  at  times  been  smooth,  but  the 
air  keen.  Plenty  of  bass  have  been  taken  in  the  har- 
bour, but  mostly  at  night ;  one  night  specially  they 
would  take  the  hook  with  the  slightest  pitC3  of  bait 
on.  The  weather  is  bright  and  fine  with  sunshine, 
and  looks  like  continuing. — Sea  Beeam. 


February  2. 

Harlesden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Pebruary  3. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting,  etc.,  Committee. 
Pebruary  4. 

Gresham :  Committee  meeting. 
Pebruary  5. 

St.  John's  :  Visit. 

B.S.A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook. 
Pebruary  8. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kehedon.  

Feb.  9.— Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Henley. 

11. — Gresham:  Bohemian  concert. 

17. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  AMiual  ocEG&:fc- 
"   25. — Dalston  :  Annual  supper. 
Mai.  12.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  diimer.. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
for  this  district  was  held  at  Mr.  W.  Seaton  (iray's 
offices,  Flowergate,  Whitby,  on  Saturday  (Jan.  25), 
Colonel  J.  W.  Richardson  presiding.  The  report 
showed  that  116  dead  fish  had  been  taken  from  the 
river  during  1901,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  112olb., 
that  being  an  average  of  9.6981b.  per  fish.  Seven  fish 
were  reported  to  have  been  killed  by  otters,  nine  by 
the  mill-wheel  at  Ruswarp,  and  twenty-six  as  the 
result  of  being  stranded  below  the  weir  at  Ruswarp. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  financial 
statement  sliowed  that  the  total  expenditure  during 
the  year  had  amounted  to  ill7  lOs.  9Jd.,  and  the 
Conservators  had  now  a  credit  balance  of  £308  Is.  7d., 
as  against  £232  2s.  IJd.  last  year.  The  report  was 
considered  a  very  favourable  one,  and  unanimously 
approved  of.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Hoy,  it  was 
decided  to  spend  a  sum  not  exceeding  £50  in  the 
purchaee  of  yearling  trout  to  turn  into  the  Esk. — 
Leech  Mercury. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will 
meet  at  8.30  p.m.  on  Mo: .day  next,  Feb.  3. — R.  G 

WOODEUFF. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY- 

At  a  special  meeting  held  on  Jan.  17  it  was  decided 
to  abandon  for  the  present  any  alteration  in  the 
investment  of  the  funds.  It  was  also  decided  that 
the  annual  general  meeting  should  take  place  in 
May,  as  early  as  possible  ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber, 
of  the  Brompton,  was  elected  trustee  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  R.  Murphy,  who  has  resigned  through  failing 
health.  On  Jan.  24  two  grants  were  made,  amount- 
ing to  £7.  It  has  also  been  decided  that  the 
committee,  with  the  aid  of  myself,  hold  a  com- 
petition in  aid  of  the  funds  in  March,  to  take  place 
in  the  Lea.  I  also  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks, 
from  the  Putney  .-Anglers'  Society,  £1  14s.  lOd.  from 
their  box,  and  £1  Is.  donation  from  Messrs.  Zakl 
&  Knott,  I83.  6d.  from  the  Hotspurs'  box,  and 
£1  6s.  6d.  from  the  United  Old  Friends.— S.  Maluy. 


Beitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  29,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  in  the 
chair,  the  usual  reports  from  agents  and  members 
were  received.  A  very  useful  and  well-sustained 
discussion  upon  remedies  possible  for  staying  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish  took  place,  the  whole 
subject  being  well  covered,  and  the  committee  of 
the  society  being  requested  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration  with  a  view  to  some  action  being  taken 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Cook's  paper  upon  several 
interesting  fishing  questions  was  announced  for 
Wednesday,  Feb.  5  ;  and  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  for  Feb.  26.  The  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  March  12.— W.  H.  W.  Grove. 
Gresham  Angling  Society —  . 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  societv  was 
held  on  Jan.  28.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided.  Much 
time  was  occupied  in  formal  business,  election  of 
ofiicers  for  the  vear,  etc.  Four  gentlemen  were 
nominated  for  membership.  Several  suc^cesses  were 
noted  from  the  fishing  reports,  Mr.  A.  J.  >>aunders 
capturing  pike  of  9Jlb.,  S^lb.,  three  of  >^  b.,  and 
several  of  71b.  and  under,  also  a  perch  of  lib.  2oz. : 
Mr  Gill,  one  small  pike  of  51b.;  Mr.  Church,  one 
returned;  Mr.  Frederick  Page,  eight  pike  one  day 
and  six  the  following,  largest  two  fish  Ifalb.  and 
12|Lb.  respectively.  A  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  4,  at  7  p.m  On  Feb.  11  a 
Bohemian  Concert  will  be  held.— J.  H.  Walker. 
Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society— 

The  first  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Jan.  21,  at  the  Victoria  Hall,  Alexandra-street, 
the  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  Ingram)  in  the  chair. 
The  prizes  for  the  recent  pier  competition  were 
awarded  by  the  Mayor,  and  others  were  announced 
to  take  place  shortlv.  After  an  interesting  discussion 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  society  becoming 
affiliated  with  the  British  Sea  Anglers  Society  and 
the  Anglers'  Association,  the  meeting,  which  was  a 
full  and  enthunastic  one,  closed  wiih  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  tu  th3  chairman  for  presiding. 
TuNP.RiDGE  Wills  Angling  Society— 

"  This  society  continues  to  make  rapid  progress, 
ani  now  numbers  nearly  seventy  members  with 
Mr.  Boscawen,  M.P.,  as  president.  On  Monday 
evening'  they  held  a  most  successful  concert  at  their 
headquarters.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  gave  his  lantern 
lecture,  "Fishing  and  Holiday  Trip  by  the  bouth- 
EasterA  Railway."  Mr.  C.  Baldock,  host  and 
treasurer,  successfully  carried  out  the  arrangemen  s, 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  secretary,  Mr, 
G.  W.  Kirkby,  throuih  illness. 
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All  London  anglers  know  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  who  is 
"Dick"  Murphy  to  his  familiars  and  a  jolly  good 
fellow  to  everyone.  The  announcement  that,  through 
failing  health,  he  has  retired  from  the  Anglers' 
Association  and  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  has 
caused  general  regret.  Mr.  Murphy  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  a  trustee  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  is  kindly  acting  as  hon.  sec. 
to  a  testimonial  fund.  This  movement  should  be  well 
supported,  for  Mr.  Murphy  was  held  in  general  esteem 
and  has  rendered  good  service  to  anglers. 


Talk  about  tall  fish  stories,  why,  they're  not  in  it 
with  this,  which  I  cull  from  The  Amateurs'  Christmas 
Annual,  published  by  Chudley  k  Son,  Exeter. 

"A  short  time  ago  an  artesian  well  was  being  bored 
in  an  out  of  the  way  village  in  Yorkshire.  Very  little 
success  was  met  with,  and  after  boring  for  some  days 
only  a  dribble  of  water  appeared.  It  was  determined, 
however,  to  have  one  more  try.  The  boring  machine 
was  started,  and  the  director  of  the  operations  stepped 
over  the  hole  to  watch  for  any  increase  in  the  flow. 
Suddenly  a  huge  spout  of  water  shot  up,  eight  hundred 
feet  high.  The  director  was  caught  up  and  danced 
like  a  cork  on  the  top  of  a  fountain. 

"The  question  was.  How  to  get  him  down. 
For  hours  his  sorrowing  friends  deliberated,  but  could 
come  to  no  decision.  Suddenly  one  stepped  forward, 
and  said,  '  We  can't  get  him  down,  so  he  must  stop 
there:  however,  let's  make  him  as  comfortable  as 
possible,'  with  which  words  he  picked  up  a  plank  and 
hove  it  into  the  spring.  Up  it  went,  and  the  man  on 
the  top  seated  himself  upon  it,  and,  like  Oliver  Twist, 
called  for  more.  They  flung  in  all  the  wood  they 
could  find,  some  nails  and  a  hammer,  with  which  he 
built  himself  a  raft,  and  on  it  a  small  hut.  Next 
came  a  bedstead  and  chairs.  Then  food  in  a  tin  box. 
Hanging  his  clothes  up  to  dry,  the  director  went 
to  bed  and  slept  soimdly  till  morning,  hoping  the 
spring  would  diminish  in  force.  But  no  1  For  months 
he  lived  there  happily  enough,  and  every  day  his  food 
and  books  went  up  the  spout.  His  friends  rigged  up 
a  telephone,  and  he  carried  on  his  work  as  usual.  At 
last,  after  six  months,  came  winter,  and  the  frost  set 
in.  The  spout  froze  solid  and  stood  up  like  a  tower. 
Now  came  the  director's  chance.  Placing  his  arms 
affectionately  round  the  spout,  he  slid  to  the  ground 
amidst  the  cheers  and  congratulations  of  the 
onlookers." 

Thebe  are  other  good  things  in  this  little  Annual, 
notably  "Angling  for  Carp  in  Ponds"  and  "  A  Fishy 
Adventure."  Mr.  Kelly,  the  editor  of  the  Annual, 
which  is  excellent  from  both  the  literary  and  artistic 
point  of  view,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  success. 


•  The  big  pike  in  Frensham  Great  Pond  continue  in 
very  strong  evidence,  as  in  addition  to  the  lejlb.  caught 
on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  White,  of  Kensington,  secured  a  nice 
fish  of  l^Vo.  on  Saturday  (Jan.  25),  and  on  Monday 
(Jan.  27)  Mr.  Goddard,  proprietor  of  the  Railway 
Hotel,  Farnham,  in  company  with  Mr.  Oliver  (of  the 
.same  town),  landed  another  of  14Jlb.,  and  directly 
afterwards  the  latter  gentleman  struck  and  played  for 
some  time  an  extremely  fine  fish— probably  the  mate 
of  the  former,  and  estimated  well  over  201b.— a  fish 
that  Mr.  Goddard  will  remember,  no  doubt,  for  a  long 
while,  as  in  his  anxiety  to  secure  so  fine  a  specimen, 
he  incautiously  tried  to  grasp  it  when  close  to  the  side 
of  the  punt,  with  the  result  that  the  monster  turned 
on  him  and  somewhat  severely  mauled  his  right 
■  hand. 


On  Jan.  25  Mr.  J.  Croxombe,  of  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Icklingham,  Suffolk,  wrote  :  "  I  shot  a  female  otter  in 
the  river  Lark,  close  to  the  Double  Look,  Icklingham. 
It  weighed  181b.  and  was  forty-three  inches  long.  I 
hope  to  get  a  much  larger  one  soon  that  I  have°seen 
at  the  same  place  as  I  shot  this  one." 


"  Thebe  are  unscientific,  as  well  as  .scientific,  ways 
of  not  catching  fish,"  says  Mr.  Carter  Platts.  "A 
story  is  told  to  this  effect  of  a  Wensleydale  character, 
who,  some  time  ago,  occupied  the  triple  position  in 
his  village  of  churchwarden,  landlord  of  the  village 
inn,  and  itinerant  fishmonger.  One  day,  while  in  the 
last-named  capacity,  strolling  along  the  side  of  the 
beck  that  meandered  through  the  village,  he  spied 
a  grand  trout,  which  darted  up  the  little  stream  before 
him.  He  followed  it  up  until  it  reached  a  spot  where 
the  beck  became  much  deeper,  and  served  as  a  recep- 
tacle for  rubbish.  In  one  corner  was  a  sunken  basket, 
and— oh,  joy !— the  trout  took  up  his  position  right  in 
it.  Cautiously  the  unscientific  angler  crept  towards 
the  spot  on  hands  and  knees,  as  carefully  as  ever  south 
country  dry-fly  enthusiast  stalked  a  rising  fish.  Gin- 
gerly_  he  extended  his  arm,  stick  in  hand,  unti}  the 


crook  of  the  stick  was  safely  inserted  in  the  handle  of 
the  basket.  '  Tha'rt  mine  I '  .he  yelled,  excitedly,  as 
with  a  wild  jerk  he  yanked  out  theihamper.  '  Bi  gum, 
there  isn't  a  bottom  to  this  basket  I    Done  ageean 

"  The  coolest  thing  I  remember,"  said  the  Major, 
"  was  the  remark  of  a  dusky-faced  scoundrel  in  Ceylon. 
I  wanted  a  bathe  badly,  and  tipped  the  rascal  hand- 
somely to  show  me  a  spot  quite  free  from  alligators. 
He  did,  and  I  splashed  about  to  my  heart's  content. 
'  How  is  it  the  alligators  never  come  here  ?  '  I  asked 
him,  as  he  rubbed  me  down.  '  Oh,  you  see,  alligator 
neber  come  in  water  that  is  full  of  shark.  Alligator 
plenty  afraid  of  shark.'  " 


"  Pbocuee  three  dozen  '  Little  Necks  '  in  the  shell 
wash  them  well  in  cold  water ;  put  them  in  a  saucepan 
cover  with  a  quart  of  hot  water ;  boil  fifteen  minutes , 
drain.    Remove  the  shells;  chop  up  the  clams,  and 
add  them  to  the  hot  broth  with  a  pat  of  butter ;  salt 
if  necessary  and  add  a  little  cayenne.  Boil  ten  minutes 
and  serve  hot  or  cold  in  cups  with  toast  or  crackers.' 
[The  above  is  from  an  American  paper,  and  at  first 
sight  I  thought  "little  necks"  were  lambs'  necks. 
However,  I  am  undeceived,  as  they  are  only  "clams."] 

The  boats  sailed  into  the  eye  of  the  sun. 

Into  the  eye  of  the  sun  they  sailed; 
The  women  sat  by  the  door  and  spun- 
Spun  till  the  daylight  failed. 
There  was  blue-eyed  Otto,  betrothed  to  Kate, 

But  J ack  was  betrothed  to  me ; 
And  I  thought  of  Jack,  and  she  of  his  mate. 

That  night  by  the  brooding  sea. 
"Oh!  the  sea  takes  all,"  the  old  crone  said, 

Bent  low  to  the  driftwood  fire— 
"  The  young,  the  old,  and  the  newly  wed. 

The  son,  and  the  gallant  sire. 
Some  come  ashore  when  the  tide  is  neap, 

But  the  waves  be  deep,"  she  said : 
"And  them  ye  weep  will  wake  from  sleep 

When  the  sea  gives  up  its  dead." 
The  boats  sailed  into  the  eye  of  the  sun. 

Into  the  eye  of  the  sun  they  sailed ; 
We  heard  the  throb  of  the  signal  gun. 

But  never  the  hulks  were  hailed. 
There  was  blue-eyed  Otto,  betrothed  to  Kate, 

And  Jack,  who  was  pledged  to  me, 
Came  back,  each  fast  in  the  arms  of  his  mate. 

Cast  up  by  the  thundering  sea.  ' 

"Oh!  the  sea  takes  all,"  the  old  crone  said. 

Crouched  over  the  dying  fire — 
"The  young,  the  old,  and  the  newly  wed, 

The  son,  and  the  gallant  sire. 
Some  come  ashore  when  the  tide  is  neap. 

But  He  rules  the  deep,"  she  said  : 
"And  them  ye  weep  secure  will  sleep 

Till  the  sea  gives  up  its  dead." 


A  WELL-KNOWN  and  much  respected  bishop  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  tells  the  following  tale  against 
himself :  —  Before  his  elevation  to  the  Episcopal 
Bench  he  was  the  vicar  of  a  large  and  populous  parish 
in  the  East-end  of  London,  and  on  one  occasion,  when 
paying  a  visit  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labours,  met 
two  boys,  one  of  whom  he  knew.  The  boy  promptly 
touched  his  cap  to  the  Bishop,  who  responded  by  a 
kindly  greeting.  "  D'yer  know  that  bloke  ?  "  his  lord- 
ship heard  the  second  boy  enquire  of  his  companion  as 
he  passed  on.  "  Know  him'?  Bless  yer,"  was  the  reply, 
"  why,  I've  knowed  him  for  years,  long  afore  he  took 
to  wearin'  them  cycling  togs." 


Reallv  I  thought  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
were  too  wise  to  imagine  that  lire  sprats  could  be 
caught  in  the  lakes  in  St.  .James's  Park.  I  find, 
however,  that  my  note  of  last  week  anent  the  gulls 
has  been  taken  seriously  by  some  who  have  great 
faith  in  acclimatising  experiments.  The  gulls  catch 
sprats  in  London  because  a  benevolent  gentleman 
makes  it  his  hobby  to  provide  the  pretty  birds  with 
daily  rations.  He  does  not  provide  sport  for  even 
juvenile  anglers. 

Angling  clubs  should  note  [that  Mr.  J.  Francis 
BursilJ  (whose  pen  has  not  been  altogether  a  stranger 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette)  is  prepared  to  give  a  delightful 
"  angling  gossip,"  with  limelight  illustrations,  either 
in  town  or  country.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Bursill  discourse 
on  the  literature  and  poetry  of  angling,  and  can  only 
say  to  club  secretaries— drop  him  a  note  at  "  Ye  Cave," 
Bennerley-road,  New  Wandsworth.  You  will  secure  a 
good  night. 


Mb.  C.  T.  Russell,  trustee  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak 
Angling  Society,  writes  to  say  that  the  club's  property 
IS  for  sale.  Club  secretaries  or  private  buyers  may 
secure  bargains  by  writing  to  Mr.  Russell  at  46, 
Kmgsbury-road,  Islington,  N.  Among  the  fish  for 
sale  are  some  fine  specimens  caught  by  the  l^te  Mr.  J. 
Woodward,  the  weJJ-known  roach  angler, 


The  Mick  had  just  been  requested  to  propose  a  toast. 
"  Be-jabers,"  he  replied,  "  then  here's  to  all  poverty 
down  a  plug-hole,  and  the  devil  ramming  it  down  wid 
his  wooden-leg." 


Two  old  Irishwomen  watched  a  clerical  gentleman 
fishing  in  a  stream  where  never  a  fish  had  been  known 

HxTu®"     ^^^^  *°  o*'^^'^'   "Who's  that'" 

"  Why,  that's  the  bishop."  "  God  bless  the  innocent 
gentleman,  he's  aisily  amused  !  "  "  The  Protestant 
bishop!"    "  Och  !  the  silly  old  fool  I  " 


FiSHEEMEN  on  the  banks  have  a  piscatorial  nomen- 
clature all  their  own,  says  the  American  Fishing 
Gazette.  A  codfish  of  151b.  weight  is  called  a  "  bird  "  ■ 
of  171b.,  a  "  beaut  "  ;  of  201b.,  a  "  buster  "  ;  and  of  251b' 
and  over,  a  "darling."  We  are  informed  that  the 
largest  cod  caught  on  the  banks  this  season  weighed 
39flb.,  and,  in  fishing  parlance,  it  was  therefore  a 
"  darling." 


The  following  is  from  the  Oxford  Chronicle  : 
"Fishing  in  the  Thames. 

"  Angling  Society  explain  the  state- 

ment made  at  their  annual  meeting  regarding  this 
fishing  in  the  waters  above  Wolvercote  ?  Did  not  the 
case  Lambourne  v.  the  Angling  Society  settle  once 
for  all  that  the  public  has  the  right  of  fishing  for 
miles  above  Wolvercote  Bridge?  Are  we  again  to 
have  a  claim  for  the  right  of  a  day's  fishing  ,of  a  sum 
of  money  for  their  exchequer,  or  else  no  fishing  ?  May 
I  say  that  the  waters  of  the  Thames  are  open  to  every 
citizen  of  Oxford  free  without  payment  ?    "  Citizen." 


I  WAS  glad  to  see  that  it  was  bright  and  fine  in 
London  last  Saturday.  It  was  St.  Paul's  Day,  so  we 
should  have  a  good  time  this  year  if  there  be  anything 
in  the  old  prophetic  rhyme  : 

If  St.  Paul's  Day  be  fair  and  clear. 
It  does  betide  a  happy  year; 
But  if  it  chance  to  snow  or  rain. 
Then  will  be  dear  all  kinds  of  grain; 
If  clouds  or  mists  do  dark  the  sky, 
Great  store  of  birds  and  beasts  shall  die; 
And  if  the  winds  do  fly  aloft, 
Then  war  shall  vex  the  kingdom  oft. 


"H.  A."  from  "the  Lake  Country"  writes  me  a 
charmingly  appreciative  note,  and  asks  for  "  a  sonnet 
on  Walton."  Of  course  there  are  many.  Is  this  the 
one  wanted,  by  Wordsworth  ? — 

Weitten  upon  a  Blank  Leap  in  "  The 
Complete  Anglee." 
While  flowing  rivers  yield  a  blameless  sport 
Shall  live  the  name  of  Walton  :  Sage  benign  I 
Whose  pen,  the  mysteries  of  the  rod  and  line 
Unfolding,  did  not  fruitless  exhort 
To  reverend  watching  of  each  still  report 
That  Nature  utters  from  her  rural  shrine. 
Meek,  nobly  versed  in  simple  discipline. 
Ho  foimd  the  longest  summer  day  too  short. 
To  his  loved  pastime  given  by  sedgy  Lea, 
Or  down  the  tempting  maze,  of  Shawford  Brook. 
Fairer  than  life  itself,  in  this  sweet  Book, 
The  cowslip  bank  and  shady  willow-tree; 
And  the  fresh  meads,  where  flowed,  from  every  nook 
Of  his  full  bosom,  gladsome  Piety  ! 


a 


Theee  has  been  a  long  Board  of  Trade  enquiry  with 
regard  to  proposed  new  bye-laws  and  licences  for  the 
River  Wye  flsheries.  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  the  Insnector, 
evidently  sought  to  know  the  why  and  the  wherefore 
of  pollution,  free  fishing,  and  other  Wye  business. 
All  the  local  Y.  Z.'s  gave  evidence  to  the  extent  of  five 
long  newspaper  columns.  I  can  only  hope  that  the 
outcome  of  it  all  may  be  much  improvement  in  the 
grand  old  river  so  loved  by  artists  as  well  as  anglers. 

A  coeeespondent  at  St.  Neots,  referring  to  a  note 
last  week,  says  that  Hamlet  never  made  a  remark 
which  I  attributed  to  the  Prince  of  Denmark.  It  is 
rather  a  bold  thing  to  say  that  my  friend  Hamlet 
never  said  this  or  that ;  the  gentleman  in  question  no 
doubt  made  a  good  many  observations  which  were  not 
recorded  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Shakespeare.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  am  thinking  of  giving  to  the  world 
some  day,  many  of  Hamlet's  observations  on  things  iii 
general  and  angling  in  particular.  Hamlet  was  un- 
doubtedly an  angler.  He  talked  to  Polomus  about  a 
whale,  and  who  can  doubt  that  he  mentioned  salmon, 
bloaters,  and  sticklebacks  '?  Then  again  he  knew 
Polonius  excellently  well,  because  he  was  "  a  fish- 
monger." Yes,  I  think  I  must  astonish  my  St.  Neots 
friend  by  giving  Hamlet's  remarks  on  the  Fishing 
Gazette — remarks  not  known  to  the  bard  of  Avon,  or 
even  to  Bacon,  but  uttered  confidentially  to 

Deagnet. 
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pFovineial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  changeable  weather  since 
my  last  notes  were  sent  on.  On  Friday  (Jan.  24)  we 
had  hail,  rain,  and  sunshine  ;  on  Saturday  the 
weather  was  better,  but  on  Jan.  2G  we  had  a  fall  of 
snow ;  this  did  much  to  deter  our  people  from  turning 
out.  Since  then  we  have  had  better  weather,  and  now 
we  are  in  for  a  sharp  frost  which  is  far  more  agreeable, 
and  should  make  pike  fishing  much  better.  Some  few 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn,  and  from  what 
I  hear  from  my  Kidderminster  friends  up  towards 
Arley  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Darley  Brook  sport  has 
never  been  known  so  good.  Mr.  W.  Mounds,  the 
well-known  i"  Kiddy"  angler,  has  been  putting  in  a 
lot  of  time  near  to  the  Brook,  and  has  had  some  very 
good  fish,  the  largest  weighing  over  141b.,  which  was 
taken  spinning.  One  of  the  railway  servants  at 
Bewdley  has  been  very  successful  lately,  having  taken 
several  fish  with  the  dead  gorge  bait  up  to  81b.  in 
weight.  Things  have  been  quiet  on  the  Avon,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Trent  and  our  other 
local  rivers.  Pool  fishing  has  been  very  fair,  as 
some  pike  have  been  taken  close  to  our  city 
from  private  waters,  some  of  which  have  weighed 
up  to  91b.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
West  Bromwich  Angling  Association  have  been 
having  very  good  sport  during  the  past  month  in 
private  waters,  two  of  the  members  having  caught 
several  specimen  fish.  They  have  just  sent  a  141b. 
pike  to  be  set  up,  and  a  roach  of  Iflb.  ;  these  will 
augment  Ihose  that  already  adorn  the  walls  of  their 
club-room.  I  hear  that  the  Hockley  Piscatorials 
complement  of  members  is  now  made  up  ;  this  club  is 
limited  to  fifty  members  belonging  to  other  societies 
affiliated  with  the  Birmingham  Association.  The 
object  of  the  society  is  to  use  the  whole  of  their  funds 
for  water  renting  purposes.  They  intend  having  a 
contest  previous  to  the  close  season  coming  in.  Mr. 
G.  Jackson,  who  for  many  years  has  acted  as  secretary 
to  the  Manor  Society,  has  resigned  his  office.  The 
third  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the  Gun 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next. 
The  club  has  made  over  forty  new  members  this  year. 
The  Birmingham  Heath-  Club  made  nine  new  mem- 
bers on  Monday  (Jan.  27)  last.  A  new  punt  has 
been  placed  by  Mr.  Swingler,  a  member  of  this  club, 
on  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  Anker  above  Aming- 
ton.  Previous  to  the  bad  weather  some  very  good  fish, 
both  pike  and  perch,  have  been  had  from  here. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  District  have  received  another 
check,  owing  to  the  wintry  weather.  All  last  week 
the  atmosphere  was  abnormally  mild ;  in  fact,  on 
several  occasions  the  temperature  rose  to  more  than 
fifty  degrees,  and  roach  anglers  especially  had  a 
capital  time.  The  climatic  conditions,  however, 
suddenly  changed  on  Saturday  (Jan.  25).  In  less 
than  twenty-four  hours  the  thermometer  fell  twenty- 
three  degrees,  and  the  frost,  which  then  set  in,  was 
followed  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  sport,  at  the  time  of  writing,  was  only 
being  prosecuted  by  the  very  keenest  piscators.  On 
Tuesday  (Jan.  28)  the  weather  was  milder,  and  the 
snow  was  slowly  disappearing.  So  gradual  was  the 
thaw  that  it  was  hoped  the  waters  would  not  suffer  to 
any  material  extent.  With  regard  to^  last  week's 
sport,  it  could  not  have  been  better  for  the  time  of 
year.  Many  visitors  came  into  the  district,  the  majority 
of  whom  tm'ned  their  attention  exclusively  to  roach. 
The  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham  yielded  some  very 
good  bags,  one  or  two  rods  capturing  as  much  as  161b. 
The  tributaries  of  thei  main  stream  were  also  well 
patronised,  but  for  once  in  a  way,  the  Bain — which 
is  one  of  the  most  reliable  winter  resorts — failed  to 
maintain  its  reputation.  On  the  Forty-foot  several 
nice  lots  of  red  fins  were  creeled,  but  on  this  river 
quite  two  to  one  of  the  rods  at  work  were  in  quest  of 
pike.  The  conditions  for  trolling  could  not  have  been 
better,  and,  although  nothing  going  heavier  than  71b. 
was  reported,  some  good  fish  were  taken  both  in  the 
Donington  district  and  on  the  lengths  between 
Swineshead  and  Boston.  During  the  period  of  mild 
weather,  sport  on  the  Welland  has  been  carried  on 
with  much  vigour.  In  the  Deeping  district,  par- 
ticularly, anglers  have  had  a  good  time,  and  for 
January  record  bags  have  been  made  by  bottom 
fishermen. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  last  week  some  vefy  fair  catches  of  roach 
were  made  on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches  of 
the  liver  Hull,  and  amongst  some  of  the  specimens 
shown  were  two  roach  scaling  lib.  4|oz.  and  lib.  2Joz. 
respectively,  caught  by  Mr.  B.  Hill ;  Messrs.  J.  Smith, 
T.  Barber,  T.  Oliver,  J.  Peachey,  and  others  had  also 
roach  of  lib.  each ;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  hon. 
secretary  to  the  Hull  Preservation  Society,  had  one 
that  scaled  lib.  5|oz.,  most  of  which  being  caught 


in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hempholme,  Emmotland, 
and  Brigham.  Some  fair  sized  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  going  from 
31b.  to  61b.  each  ;  caught  chiefly  between  Sodhouse 
Lock  and  the  Land  of  Nod ;  and  on  which  stretch, 
on  Jan.  24,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  secured  a  few  nice  roach 
and  perch,  the  best  fish  scaling  ISJoz.  Pike  fishing  has 
also  been  fairly  good  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  river 
Derwent.  A  few  of  our  local  pike  fishermen  have 
also  visited  the  Lincolnshire  rivers — the  Ludd  and 
Ancholme— and  found  the  waters  in  nice  condition. 
The  North  Myton  Angling  Association  and  the  Hull 
Roach  Club  jointly  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Jan.  23,  at  the  Golden  Cup  Hotel,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow,  when  a  most  enthusi- 
astic and  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  and  several 
interesting  items  brought  forward,  for  during 
the  past  season  the  North  Myton  Club  succeeded 
in  winning  the  "Turner"  Silver  Challenge  Cup 
of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society  for  the  third 
time  in  succession,  and  a  member  of  the 
club  had  also  been  successful  during  the  year  in 
weighing  in  the  most  specimen  fish  for  the  Hull 
News  prize,  which  was  presented  on  this  occasion ; 
amongst  other  presentations  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  was 
the  recipient  of  the  North  Myton  Club's  gold  medal  for 
most  points  for  1901,  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheeseman 
the  Hull  Roach  Club's  gold  medal  for  the  same 
period  ;  Messrs.  T.  Jevons,  G.  Thompson,  Mark 
Darby,  and  W.  Ledger  aggregate  prizes  in  the  North 
Myton  ;  Mr.  Frank  Carle  first  aggregate  in  the 
Roach  Club  with  311b.  3|oz.  in  three  matches,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Barlow  coming  in  second  with  261b. ;  and  after 
several  other  prizes  had  been  distributed  for  specimen 
fish  in  each  club,  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted 
to  harmony. — 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Bolton  Anglers'  Association 
is  published  and  maintains  its  interest.  During 
the  past  year  the  association  has  been  very  prosperous, 
increasing  in  strength  from  946  to  1,071,  an  increase 
of  125.  To  attempt  any  analysis  of  the  various  de- 
partmental balance-sheets  is  out  of  the  question  in  the 
space  limited  to  these  notes.  Working  expenses  are  com- 
mendably  small,  but  like  other  ventures  in  big  matches 
their  fixtures  resulted  in  "  deficits."  As  a  result  of 
the  year's  working  they  have  added  7d.  to  "  balance  in 
bank,"  which  now  stands  at  £62  2s.  Id.  The  Bollin 
is  again  out  of  condition,  being  bank  full  of  snow 
broth.  This  is  vexing,  for  it  had  just  run  down  to 
normal.  A  new  club  has  been  formed  at  Warring- 
ton, with  a  name  to  conjure  with,  viz.,  "  KingEdwaid 
VII.  Coronation  Club  of  Jolly  Anglers."  They  mean 
to  be  heard  from  and  have  elected  an  efficient 
executive  with  Mr.  J.  Waldron  as  chairman.  Liver- 
pool anglers  are  still  very  active  and  making  every 
effort  to  obtain  sport  in  the  future.  The  result  of  the 
first  year's  working  of  the  Meols  Lake  committee  is 
very  encouraging,  and  a  balance  is  available  for 
further  development. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
A  very  cheering  report  is  to  hand  from  the  Welcomb 
Angling  Society,  for  to-day  they  stand  in  a  sound  and 
prosperous  condition,  and  although  the  season  is 
young  nine  new  members  have  been  enrolled.  To-day 
the  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  at  Moston  are  ex- 
pecting a  lot  of  fine  fish  for  their  private  waters, 
mostly  roach.  The  annual  dinner,  etc.,  of  the  Buck- 
land  Angling  Society  was  a  most  enjoyable  event  as 
usual.  Host  and  Hostess  Johnson  are  always  reliable. 
Although  the  weather  has  been  anything  but  suitable 
for  angling,  plenty  of  rods  have  been  out.  One  or  two 
decent  pike  and  one  good  catch  of  grayling  up  to 
lib.  5oz.  have  been  reported  by  city  rods.  Snow  bioth 
is  reported  from  several  quarters  visited,  and  no 
wonder,  for  we  have  had  any  amount  of  snow  and 
thaws.  '  Next  Monday  the  Levenshulme  anglers  are 
to  have  a  lecture  from  Mr.  J.  Raeper,  but  the  title  is 
not  yet  announced;  these  lectures  are  proving  very 
interesting  to  the  members. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
We  have  had  another  brief  spell  of  wintry  weather, 
and  owing  to  snow  percolating  into  the  Trent  on 
Tuesday,  the  river  began  to  rise  on  the  following  day. 
There  was  not,  however,  much  coloiir  in  the  water, 
though  the  presence  of  "snow  broth  "  is  always  regarded 
as  detrimental  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  fisherman. 
Members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society  have  been  out 
at  Shardlow,  and  some  capital  bags  of  fish  have  been 
made,  notably  by  Mr.  T.  Large,  Mr.  VV.  Sadler,  and  your 
correspondent.  A  friend  (Mr.  Fairbrother,  of  Long 
Eaton)  of  a  member  also  caught,  on  Saturday,  Jan.  25, 
a  f'rand  lot  of  chub  and  roach.  On  Thursday,  Jan.  23, 
Mr.  W.  Robinson  landed  a  pike  of  9^1b.,  and  smaller 
fish  were  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Gamble.  On  the  same  day, 
at  Kelham,  Mr.  Herbert  Baker  excelled  amongsc 
general  fish  with  the  worm,  and  he  also  killed 
a  fine  specimen  of  the  golden  carp.  His  brother 
(Mr.  J.  H.  Baker)  creeled,  at  King's  Mills,  on 
the  same  day,  about  301b.  of  bream  and  roach, 
and  401b.  of  roach  and  chub  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
F,  W.  K.  Wallis,  on  the  Sawley  section.    This  gentle- 


man was  out  again  on  Saturday  with  Mr.  Edgar  Birks, 
but  owing  to  cold,  snowy  weather  the  two  fared  indif- 
ferently. Several  "  spent "  salmon  were  seen  at  Shard- 
low  after  the  last  flood,  and  one  of  the  big  Loch  Leven 
trout,  turned  into  the  fishery,  got  stranded  and  was 
badly  mauled  by  rodents.  But  when  weighed  by  Rcubca 
Bailey,  the  keeper,  it  was  found  to  turn  the  beam  at 
3^1b.  It  is  believed  the  whole  of  the  trout  placed  in 
the  waters  at  considerable  expense  by  the  Wellington 
Society  are  thriving.  Some  pike  and  chub  were  got  at 
Kelham  in  the  closing  days  of  the  past  week,  the  latter 
with  pith  and  brains. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  in  capital  condition,  and  a  good 
number  of  rods  have  been  out.  In  the  Severn  roach 
fishing  has  been  good  all  along  the  line  from  Holt 
Fleet  to  Upton-on-Severn,  and  ia  certain  parts  dace 
fishing  has  been  almost  as  good.  The  small  red  worm 
the  best  killing  bait,  though  some  have  done  well  with 
the  paste.  Several  have  returned  with  81b.  to  101b.  of 
fish  in  their  creels,  not  bad  for  the  time  of  year. 
Chub  fishermen  have  been  busy  with  the  blood  and 
brains,  and  some  had  fair  sport  with  cheese  paste,  but 
no  big  takes  are  recorded.  A  few  sportsmen  have 
been  after  the  grayling  with  the  fly  and  maggot,  and 
several  brace  of  nice  fish  taken  in  the  Martley  district 
and  higher  up  the  river ;  other  remarkably  fine  fish 
have  also  been  brought  from  the  Arrow  and  the  Lugg. 
The  weather  has  been  unusually  bright  for  the  time 
of  year,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
very  promising. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  experienced  a  fairly  enjoyable  time 
during  the  recent  mild  weather,  large  parties  visiting 
river  and  lake.  Fishing  for  both  pike  and  roach  was 
pursued  with  success  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Foss, 
some  of  the  samples  of  roach  being  very  fine  for  this 
stream.  Ouse  rodmen  did  well  with  worm  bait  for 
roach  and  dace.  Anglers  for  pike  in  the  Ure  waters 
near  Boroughbridge  have  had  good  sport  with  live 
bait  and  the  Harrogate  spinner,  one  gentleman 
from  Harrogate  capturing  six  nice  fish  one  day,  whilst 
several  other  anglers  took  two  or  three  each.  Week- 
end sport  underwent  a  change  in  consequence  of  the 
variation  in  the  weather,  and  Monday  this  week  found 
hardy  Waltonians  pursuing  the  favourite  pastime  in  a 
bitterly  cold  atmosphere.  Waters  were  running  low 
and  clear,  but  the  fish,  owing  to  the  frost,  were  well 
on  the  feed.  The  subsequent  light  snowfalls  have  all 
been  in  anglers'  favour.  At  tne  general  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the  Navigation  (York)  Angling 
Association  on  Monday,  a  suggestion  was  brought 
forward  that  all  immature  fish  caught  in  any  match 
or  sweepstakes  connected  with  the  club  be  weighed  in 
to  the  credit  of  each  angler,  but  returned  to  the  water 
on  leaving  his  place. 


CANNING  TUNNY. 


When  the  last  of  the  catch  has  been  hauled  in  and 
none  escape,  a  short  chant  is  sung  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  and  the  long  line  of  laden  barges  sets  out 
towards  the  shore,  where  a  hard  day's  work  awaits  the 
men  employed,  says  the  Nineteenth  Century.  The 
destination  is  a  huge  factory  filled  with  every  possible 
appliance  for  dealing  with  the  catch,  however  great. 
Here  the  fish  are  dragged  up  an  inclined  plane,  laid  iu 
lines,  and  their  heads  cut  ofi  by  a  headsman  with  a 
long  axe,  who  performs  the  operation  in  two  strokes  ; 
the  intestines  are  removed,  and  the  roe  and  milt  carried 
off  in  wooden  troughs  and  placed  in  brine.  The  fish 
is  then  hung  up  by  the  tail  for  about  eight  hours, 
after  which  it  is  cut  up  and  boiled  in  copper  vats,  and 
then  the  pieces  are  carefully  placed  in  tins,  fitted  in 
like  a  child's  puzzle ;  the  tins  are  filled  with  oil,  and 
soldered  down.  Every  part  of  the  tunny  is  used  and 
has  its  particular  name.  There  are  four  diSerent 
qualities  preserved  in  oil,  "  tarantello  "  and  "  sorra," 
the  fattest  part  of  the  breast ;  "  tonno,"  the  back  and 
tail  end,  and  "  moUiche,"  small  parts  of  all  qualities 
mixed  together.  The  "  spinella  bianca "  (loins), 
"codacchio"  (tail),  "busenaglia"  (black  flesh),  and 
"occhi"  (eyes),  are  each  salted  separately  in  barrels. 
The  heads  are  boiled  for  oil,  and  the  bones  and  ashes 
are  sold  as  manure,  a  use  being  thus  found  for  every 
portion  of  the  unfortunate  creature's  anatomy.  A  good 
tunny  fishery  is  a  valuable  possession,  the  heavy  fish 
of  Favignana  being  worth  on  an  average  i4  net, 
and  ten  to  twelve  thousand  in  the  season  is  by  no 
means  an  unprecedented  catch.  The  largest  indi- 
vidual caught  this  year  weighed  1,3001b.  One  of  the 
most  striking  features  is  the  great  number  of  men 
employed  at  the  factory  and  the  discipline  and  rapidity 
with  which  they  work.  There  was  at  Favignana  the 
usual  convict  establishment,  and  the  convicts  are 
employed  in  the  packing  of  the  pieces  of  tunny  into 
the  tins,  which  are  also  all  made  on  the  spot.  Italy, 
and  especially  Genoa,  is  the  great  customer  for  the 
finished  article,  which  is  protected  by  high  duties  from 
the  competition  of  the  Sardinian  and  Spanish  fisheries. 
— American  F.  G. 
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A  BLIZZARD  has  prevailed  over  the  north  since 
Saturday  (Jan.  25).  After  the  fine  balmy  January 
which  has  been  enjoyed,  the  change  is  not  acceptable 
in  the  main,  yet  it  is  a  blessing  in  disguise,  and  will 
do  an  infinite  amount  of  good  to  the  early  spring 
angler  on  the  Dee  and  kindred  rivers. 

With  the  beau-ideal  weather  conditions  which  have 
prevailed  all  the  winter  through,  fish  have  been 
running  freely  since  the  new  year.  They  are  well 
into  the  middle  reaches,  and  the  present  cold  snap 
will  give  the  needed  check  and  keep  the  bulk  of  them 
in  hand  for  the  opening  on  Feb.  11. 


The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  are  doing  remarkably  well. 
Mrs.  Maisey  had  "  first  blood  "  on  the  Killin  waters 
with  a  beauty  of  181b.  Fish  are  said  to  be  plentiful, 
and  the  prospects  xtra  bright. 


Mr.  A.  Murray,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  has  again,  it  is 
reported,  secured  the  angling  rights  on  the  Nether 
Don  water,  which  he  shares  with  his  friends. 


The  Dee  and  Donside  Association  held  their  annual 
"At  Home"  last  Friday  (Jan.  24),  when  Sir  Allan 
Mackenzie,  of  Glenmuick,  presided.  Lady  Mackenzie 
was  also  present. 


Mr.  Crawshaw,  London,  has  rented  the  Dess  House 
and  shooting  from  Major  Davidson  for  himself  and 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  keen  anglers. 


Colonel  Napier  has  taken  Carlogie  Dee  water  for  the 
spring  from  Mr.  Nicol,  of  Ballogie  ;  and  Mr.  Deverell 
(Lincoln's  Inn)  Kincardine  water  from  Mrs.  Pickering. 

Norton  House,  for  many  years  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Wm.  Lamond,  one  of  the  most  devoted  of  salmon 
anglers,  has  been  acquired  by  Mrs.  Pickering,  to  which 
she  has  attached  the  Borrowstone  fishings. 


Mr.  James  Penny,  of  Park  (one  of  the  finest  sporting 
estates  on  lower  Deeside),  died  last  week  in  his  sixty- 
third  year.  He  succeeded  his  brother  about  ten  years 
ago,  who  was  locally  known  as  the  "  Silver  King,"  and 
who  purchased  Park  for  £47,000.  Mr.  Penny  was  no 
sportsman,  but  his  sons  are  exceedingly  fond  of  both 
the  rod  and  the  gun.  Special  Scoich. 


THE  TEES  CONSIDEEEI)  AS  A 
TROUT  EIVER. 


After  reading  the  sympathetic  appreciation  of  the 
artist  C.  W.  Cope  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  18, 
and  the  reminiscences  of  Tees-side  embodied  in  it,  I 
feel  constrained  to  enlarge  on  the  virtues  of  my  native 
stream.  To  the  angler  who  goes  in  for  spending  the 
maximum  of  cash  for  a  minimum  of  sport  this 
romantic  stream  can  have  few  attractions,  for  the  only 
expense  attached  to  actual  fishing  is  the  investment  of 
half-a-crown  in  a  Tees  Conservancy  trout  licence  avail- 
able all  the  season.  Of  course,  the  permission  of  the 
landowners  is  requisite,  but  this  is  never  withheld 
except  to  poachers. 

Armed  with  these  passports  the  contemplative  angler 
will  meet  with  much  to  delight  him  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  craft  on  this  north  country  river.  Barnard  Castle, 
a  favourite  watering-place,  is  a  most  convenient  centre 
from  which  to  conduct  operations  ;  in  the  vicinity  will 
be  found  plenty  of  fishablo  water,  though,  perhaps, 
hardly  so  productive  as  that  further  west,  as  it  is  hard 
fished  by  native  adepts  skilled  in  the  art  of  luring 
trout.  About  a  mile  down  from  Barnard  Castle  the 
river  flows  through  a  bed  of  limestone  rock  for  some 
distance,  called  the  Abbey  rocks;  from  here,  down  to 
where  Greta  blends  its  darker  water  with  the  Tees,  the 
wandering  angler  will  be  lost  in  wonder  at  the  variety 
and  excellence  of  nature's  handiwork  ;  the  sportsman 
in  him  will,  however,  soon  rouse  him,  for  both  streams 
and  pools  abound  with  trout. 

But  if  the  chief  essential  to  our  angler  is  sport,  and 
plenty  of  it,  let  him  hie  further  west,  by  train,  about 
ten  miles  to  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  and  from  here  up 
to  Mickle  Fell  (a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles)  he 
will  find  the  choicest  description  of  water,  and,  given 
favourable  conditions  and  tolerable  skill,  he  cannot 
fail  to  meet  with  abundant  reward. 

The  "hush"  from  the  lead  mines  enters  the  river 
at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  and  acts  detrimentally  on 
the  appetite  of  the  trout,  so  it  is  best  to  confine  atten- 
tion to  the  water  above  this  place. 

A  'bus  runs  every  morning  tromthis  village  to  High 
Force  (a  remarkable  waterfall),  five  miles  further  up 
the  river  ;  the  whole  river  leaps  over  a  ledge  of  rock  a 
distance  of  sixty  feet,  thundering  into  the  basin 
below.  This  fall,  once  seen,  will  never  be  erased  from 
the  memory ;  for  rugged  grandeur  it  is  difficult  to 
beat.  But  our  angler  is  impatient  to  test  the  water 
above  this  splendid  phenomenon,  and  better  fishing 


water  he  could  not  desire.  In  the  narrow  channel 
just  above  the  fall,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  who  was  with 
me  on  my  last  visit,  hooked  and,  after  an  extremely 
exciting  and  interesting  contest,  landed  a  trout  which 
weighed  a  pound — a  monster  for  this  river.  Well,  for 
about  two  miles  up,  the  water,  I  repeat,  is  par 
crct'Uciice,  when  you  will  reach  the  foot  of  llarwood 
Beck  ;  here  the  writer  captured  a  veritable  giant  on  a 
small  hackle  midge  and  drawn  gut  cast,  and  on  the 
same  day  as  my  youthful  friend  secured  his  monster  ; 
its  weight  was  a  l;;lb.,  and  a  handsome  fish  to  look 
upon.  It  fought  bravely ;  many's  the  time  I  brought 
it  to  the  net,  only  to  see  it  rush  off  madly  again  ;  but 
the  gossamer  and  minute  hook  held,  and  poor  Saliiio 
fai  io  succumbed  in  the  end.  Above  this  beck  the  bed 
of  the  river  is  very  stony,  unwadeable,  and  uu- 
rcmunerative  for  a  considerable  distance. 

The  'bus  leaves  High  Force  late  in  the  afternoon, 
so  the  angler  can  put  in  a  full  day  about  this  locality, 
and  his  basket  should  contain  twenty  to  forty  trout 
ranging  from  3oz.  to  8oz.  weight  each,  and  he  will 
have  returned  a  considerable  quantity  of  smaller  fry. 

There  is  a  plethora  of  choice,  comfortable  quarters 
at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  or  Barnard  Castle,  and  with 
few  exceptions  the  charges  are  extremely  moderate. 
In  addition  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Cope,  the  great  Turner  and 
Thomas  Creswick,  beside  numerous  lesser  artists,  have 
portrayed  the  beauties  of  this  attractive  river,  and 
in  "  Modern  Painters  "  Ruskin  has  gone  into  raptures 
over  the  former  artist's  "Chain  Bridge  over  Tees" 
and  "High  Force"  ;  and  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  chanted 
its  romance  in  "  Rokeby."  To  any  angler  in  search 
of  a  bracing  and  exhilarating  change  the  higher  reaches 
of  this  river  will  commend  themselves  intensely,  and 
in  the  fulness  of  his  heart  at  the  accessions  to  health 
and  reward  to  skill  he  will  be  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge his  indebtedness  to 

Don  Quixote  de  l'Angle. 


SALMON-MARKING  EXPERIMENTS  IN 
1848. 


[I  found  the  following  letter  signed  "  Y,"  Suther- 
landshire,  in  a  copy  of  BclVs  Life  for  March  28,  1848. 
I  expect  "  Y  "  was  my  old  friend  Mr.  A.  Young,  after- 
wards Inspector  of  Scotch  Fisheries.  The  increase  of 
weight  mentioned  seems  to  be  impossible  in  some 
cases.— R.  B.  M.] 

A  NEW  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  SALMON. 

Although  the  grilse  spawn  only  about  a  third  of 
the  eggs  that  the  salmon  do,  their  spawn  is  equally 
sure  and  productive,  and  aids  very  materially  to 
increase  the  breed.  Wo  are  told  that  there  are  grilses 
that  are  the  young  of  the  salmon,  and  also  grilses  of  a 
distinct  species  that  always  remain  grilses.  But  we 
must  confess  that  among  all  the  salmon  and  salmon 
kind  that  we  have  seen,  we  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  discover  one  of  the  latter  class,  and  we  have  dili- 
gently searched  for  it,  but  still  in  vain.  We  have 
marked  hundreds  of  grilses  after  their  leaving  the 
spawning  fords,  and  this  we  did  by  inserting  copper 
wire  rings  into  their  fins.  We  repeated  the  markings 
year  after  year,  but  yearly  marked  them  in  a  different 
fin,  and,  among  all  those  marked  grilses,  we  have 
never  been  able  to  meet  with  one  of  them  as  a  grilse 
on  their  second  return  from  the  sea.  The  grilse  we 
marked  were  as  near  to  41b.  in  weight  as  wo  could 
select  them  :  and,  during  the  following  spring  and 
summer,  we  caught  them,  after  their  second  return 
from  the  sea,  all  in  the  salmon  state,  and  varying  in 
weight  from  91b.  to  141b.  On  their  return  we  examined 
them  very  minutely,  endeavouring  to  find  one  among 
them  that  had  returned  as  a  grilse,  but  have  at  all 
times  failed  to  do  so  ;  therefore,  wu  are  inclined  to 
discard  from  the  category  altogether  that  class  of 
grilses  that  always  remain  grilses,  and  disbelieve 
entirely  in  the  existence  of  such  a  class  of  fish 

We  have  also  marked  numbers  of  spawned  salmon 
both  after  their  second  and  third  spawning,  and  have 
found  at  all  times  that  the  length  of  their  sojourn 
in  the  sea  exactly  corresponds  with  the  length  of  time 
between  the  smolt  and  grilse  and  from  the  grilse  to 
the  salmon.  From  the  smolt  descending  the  rivers 
until  they  return  to  the  rivers  as  grilses  is  about  eight 
weeks,  and  from  the  time  the  spawned  grilses  leave 
the  rivers  until  they  return  as  salmon  is  about  eight 
iceeks,  and  so  on  throughout  all  their  after  stages. 
We  allude  here  only  to  the  great  body  of  the  fishes,  as 
there  may  be  numerous  exceptions  from  this  general 
rule  ;  and  part  of  those  we  have  seen  and  others  that  we 
have  heard  of — namely,  some  of  them  returning  earlier 
than  the  time  we  have  here  stated,  and  also  others  re- 
maining longer  in  the  sea.  The  present  Duke  of  AtboU 
has  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  endeavouring  to  find 
out  the  exact  history  and  habits  of  the  salmon,  and  to 
arrive  more  certainly  at  them  he  with  zinc  tickets 
marked  all  the  spawned  salmon  he  could  catch.  The 
tickets  are  numbered  from  "one"  upwards,  with 
"  Atholl "  on  the  reverse  side;  and  his  grace 
keeps  a  register  of  the  dates,  numbers,  and  weight 
of  all    the   fish  so    caught    and   marked,  which 


show  the  exact  time  they  remained  in  the  sea  , 
as  well  as  the  increase  of  weight  during  that  itime. 
And  among  many  others,  in  March,  1845,  in  the  River 
Tav,  near  Dunkeld,  his  grace  caught  a  spawned  salmon, 
101b.  weight,  which  he  then  marked  with  ticket  No. 
139,  and  returned  it  to  the  river  ;  and  of  course  it  had 
very  soon  afterwards  gone  down  to  the  sea,  for  in  the 
short  space  of  fire  ivreks  and  llirre  chnjs  the  same 
salmon,  with  the  ticket  attached  to  it,  was  caught, 
returning  from  the  sea,  at  a  fishing  station  ;  and  when 
caught  it  weighed  21Jlb.,  being  an  increase  of  ll^lb. 
in  the  short  space  of  five  weeks  and  three  days,  This 
is  among  the  earliest  returns  that  we  have  seen;  but 
we  have  seen  stragglers,  at  all  times,  between  that  and 
fourteen  weeks — that  being  the  longest  absence  from 
the  rivers  that  we  have  at  any  time  observed — and  Of 
these  but  very  few,  for  the  main  body  of  the  fish  are 
perfectly  regular,  and  remain  in  the  sea  only  two 
months;  and  during  that  time  their  growth  is  so  rapid, 
tliat,  had  it  not  been  ascertained  from  undeniable 
experiments,  the  truth  might  yet  have  been  doubted  ; 
but  now  all  incredibility  must  be  laid  aside,  when 
we  see  that,  in  the  course  of  two  months,  a  small 
five-inch  long  smelt  grows  into  a  beautiful  grilse  of 
51b.  or  61b.  weight — a  spawned  grilse  of  41b.  grows  into 
a  salmon  of  141b. — and,  in  the  space  of  thirtij-eight 
(iai/x.  a  foul  salmon  of  101b.  increases  to  a  salmon  of 
21  jib.  This  rapid  growth  is  entirely  owing  to  their 
changing  their  locality,  which  they  do,  from  the 
feeding-ground  to  the  breeding-ground,  and  back 
again,  with  wonderful  exactness.  They  have  their 
times  and  seasons,  and  unless  prevented  from  doing 
so,  they  observe  them  with  the  exactness  of  a  sundial. 
Nothing  can  derange  their  arrangements  but  the 
injustice  of  man.  Man  rears  bulwarks  on  their  natural 
pathways,  by  which  they  derange  and  degenerate  one 
of  the  most  perfect  and  wonderful  works  of  creation  ; 
and  were  it  not  from  the  prolific  nature  of  the  race, 
they  had  long  ere  now  been  extinct. 

It  is  essentially  necessary  that  salmon  leave  the 
rivers  at  certain  seasons  and  go  to  the  sea,  for  were 
they  to  remain  always  in  the  rivers  we  could  never 
have  clean  salmon  ;  and  were  they  to  remain  always 
in  the  sea  they  could  not  propagate  their  race.  They 
require  the  fresh  water  streams  for  breeding,  and  they 
require  the  salt  water  seas  for  feeding ;  and  without 
these,  in  their  seasons,  the  race  would  very  soon 
become  inferior  or  extinct,  and  no  trifling  self  interest 
should  induce  us  to  prevent  them  from  having  a  full 
and  proper  seed  time,  and  then  we  may  reap  a  plentiful 
harvest  without  injuring  the  stock.  But  we  must  say 
again  that  the  existing  laws  allowing  fishing  to 
Sept.  14  are  ruinous  in  the  extreme,  for  fishing  the 
sea  coast  as  late  as  Sept.  14  is  equal  to  fishing  the  rivers 
to  Oct.  13  ;  and  in  both  cases  the  thing  is  perfectly 
absurd,  for  all  those  concerned  in  fisheries  are  well 
aware  that  by  fishing  to  either  of  these  dates  the 
principal  part  of  breeders  for  the  season  are  destroyed, 
and  they  are  as  well  aware  that  from  that  same  cause 
the  value  of  fisheries  are  yearly  diminishing,  and  yet 
they  cannot  give  over  the  work  of  destruction  I  No, 
they  hold  on  with  a  death-like  grasp,  destroying  the 
already  scanty  remainder. 

Mr.  Home  Drummond's  Act  has  cut  off  the  winter 
fishing;  that  is  now  forbidden,  and  no  fishing  in 
Scotland  is  allowed  to  begin  before  the  1st  of  February. 
But  that  is  no  great  improvement,  for  if  the  foul  or 
spawned  fish  be  spared,  and  the  present  law  provides 
for  their  safety,  we  can  see  no  harm  in  early  fishing, 
for  at  that  season  we  could  only  kill  a  few  clean  and 
valuable  salmon,  we  could  not,  during  that  season,  add 
in  the  least  to  the  stock  of  breeders ;  at  all  events,  they 
cannot  do  so  until  they  first  return  to  the  sea.  This 
has  been  proved  to  be  an  undoubted  fact ;  for,  from 
their  lying  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  rivers,  they 
become  so  lean,  and  their  generative  organs  are  so 
contracted,  that  they  must  return  to  the  sea  before 
they  are  productive,  therefore  the  assertion  that  salmon 
only  ascend  the  rivers  for  the  purpose  of  breeding  ii 
wrong,  for  salmon  leave  the  sea,  and  return  to  the 
rivers  in  which  they  were  bred,  and  they  continue  no 
longer  in  the  sea  than  their  short  feeding  time,  the 
fresh  water  streams  being  always  their  home. 

Were  salmon  to  ascend  the  rivers  only  for  the 
purpose  of  spawning,  as  is  believed  by  some,  we  could 
never  in  these  rivers  have  first-rate  salmon,  for  they 
never  would  come  up  until  they  were  fully  prepared 
for  the  spawning  bed,  and  our  best  fish  would  be 
nothing  better  than  the  inferior  fish  that  are  killed  in 
September ;  but  such  is  not  the  case,  for  salmon  come 
to  the  rivers  as  soon  as  they  are  fat  enough,  and, 
except  at  the  end  of  the  season,  they  never  remain  in 
the  sea  until  they  are  bagged  with  spawn.  All  these 
things  are  only  false  suppositions  or  statements  to 
serve  a  purpose ;  but  we  must  say  that  the  principal 
and  most  rational  way,  as  well  as  the  most  profitable, 
is  to  kill  the  clean  and  valuable  fish  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season,  and  savo  the  foul,  bagged,  and  useless 
part  at  the  end  of  the  season,  the  more  particularly  as 
the  early  fish  do  not  in  that  season  add  to  the  stock  of 
breeders,  while  the  late  fish  invariably  do  so.  We  will 
again  say,  why  not  increase  the  breed  o£  Buch  a 
valuable  fish  ? 
Sutherlandshire. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


DEATH  OF  MR.  JA]\[ES  ATHERTON. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  we  have  to  annouuce  the 
death  of  Mr.  James  Atherton,  of  Pemberton,  near 
Wigan,  which  took  place  in  the  Wigan  Infirmary, 
after  undergoing  an  operation,  on  Monday 
evening.  The  deceased  gentleman,  who  was  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  was  an  occasional  contributor  to  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  was  looked  upon 
as  an  authority  on  fish  culture.  He  was  a  regular 
visitor  to  almost  all  the  angling  resorts  in  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  and  Shropshire,  an(f  was  known  as  a  most  skil- 
ful fisherman.  The  following  appreciation  is  culled 
from  this  week's  angling  notes  in  the  Wigayi  Observer  : 
"  The  news  of  the  somewhat  sudden  demise  of  Mr. 
James  Atherton,  of  Pemberton,  will  come  as  a  shock 
to  the  members  of  the  Wigan  Centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  and,  indeed,  to  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Of  an  unassum- 
ing and  reserved  disposition,  his  skill  in  the  mani- 
pulation of  rod  and  line  was  well  known  beyond 
the  confines  of  the  Wigan  district,  and  many  are 
the  trophies  he  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  his 
creel.  Two  of  these  particularly  come  to  my  mind — 
captured  during  the  last  year  or  two  from  the  Pem- 
berton Reservoirs— splendid  specimens  of  the  trout 
family,  and  which  at  present  decorate  his  home. 
His  knowledge  of  fish  culture  and  their  habits  was 
considerable,  and  on  the  stocking  of  the  reservoirs 
named  Mr.  Atherton's  advice  was  called  into  requisi- 
tion. The  deceased  warmly  supported  the  formation 
of  a  centre  of  the  N.A.A.  for  Wigan  and  district,  and 
on  this  taking  place  in  189G  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Council  representing 
the  Wigan  district,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
he  retained  that  position  with  infinite  credit  to  him- 
self and  those  whom  he  represented.  He  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Wigan  Centre  become  the 
largest  in  point  of  numbers  in  the  parent  association, 
which  in  1901  consisted  of  6,441  members.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  various  sub-committees  of  that 
body,  and  his  sound  judgment  has  always  borne  fruit 
in  the  direction  indicated.  He  was  never  so  happy 
as  when  propounding  something  for  the  benefit  of 
his  brother  anglers,  and  in  this  direction  mainly  the 
members  will  feel  his  loss.  But  nowhere  will  Mr. 
Atherton  be  missed  as  by  the  Trevelyan  Anglers' 
Society,  of  which  for  eleven  years  he  was  a  member, 
and,  to  show  the  interest  he  took  in  the  preservation 
of  specimen  fish,  one  of  his  last  kindly  acts  was  to 
forward  a  handsome  subscription  to  the  fund  which 
the  club  is  raising  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  and 
preserving  really  good  specimens.  To  sum  up  the 
attributes  of  the  deceased,  I  could  possibly  do  no  more 
than  state  that  a  more  genial  companion  never  joined 
an  angling  excursion,  and  when  in  the  quieter 
companionship  of  his  personal  friends  his  true 
manliness  and  warmheartedness  was  displayed  in  a 
manner  that  never  failed  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
His  widow  and  family  will  receive  the  heartfelt  svm- 
pathy  of  all  anglers  in  Wigan  and  district.  May  "the 
turf  rest  lightly  on  his  breast." 


TARPON  FISHING. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on 
Monday  evening,  Jan.  20,  under  the  presidency  of 
Councillor  Lyne,  an  address  was  given  by  Councillor 
Francis  on  "  Tarpon  Fishing,"  which  he  said  had 
come  into  vogue  during  the  past  eight  years.  Tarpon 
are  found  in  the  sea  and  rivers  of  certain  parts  of 
America,  chiefly  on  the  coasts  of  Florida  and  Texas. 
Ijike  the  salmon  they  come  up  the  rivers  to  spawn. 
The  tarpon  belongs  to  the  herring  tribe,  although 
growing  to  enormous  proportions ;  it  comes  to  the 
surface  very  frequently,  and  when  leaping  from  the 
water  emits  a  sound  very  much  like  a  grimt.  Mr. 
Francis  explained  the  two  methods  of  capturing  the 
fish— by  still  fishing  and  trolling— and  exhibited  the 
tackle  which  he  used  during  the  spring  of  1901.  The 
best  bait  was  a  piece  of  grey  mullet.  An  anchor  is 
fixed  with  a  line  fastened  to  a  buoy,  the  latter  being 
pulled  into  a  boat.  Two  or  three  baited  lines  are 
thrown  out,  and  the  fisherman  sits  down  to  await 
results.  The  tarpon  feeds  very  gently,  and  as  soon 
as  he  has  the  bait  the  fisherman  gives  a  tremendous 
strike.  At  first  he  feels  a  kind  of  swishing ;  then  up 
comes  the  fish  and  leaps  several  feet  into  the  air  with 
a  loud  grunt,  and  away  it  goes  for  perhaps  1.50  yards. 
The  buoy  is  thrown  overboard,  and  the  fish  followed  in 
the  boat.  After  playing  the  fish  until  it  is  tired  out, 
It  IS  brought  alongside  the  boat  and  gaffed,  towed  into 
shallow  water  and  landed.  Mr.  Francis  found  the 
best  method  was  to  play  the  fish  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  salmon,  and  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  capture 
sixteen  fish  out  of  twenty-two  strikes.  The  best  tarpon 
he  caught  scaled  1401b.,  two  others  being  about  1301b. 
His  brother  landed  one  of  1701b.  A  larger  fish  which 
Mr.  Francis  hooked  was  seized  and  devoured  by  two 
sharks,  with  which  the  water  abounded.  Another 
gentleman  fishing  in  the  same  water  secured  a  record 


tarpon  of  2101b.,  and  it  was  six  feet  eleven  inches  long  by 
forty-five  inches  in  girth.  Mr.  P'rancis  was  heartily 
thanked  for  his  interesting  address. —  Surrey  Comet. 
■  [We  think  Mr.  Francis  must  have  said  eighteen  not 
eight  years,  as  we  have  given  accounts  of  tarpon  fishing 
for  nearly  twenty  years  now.  Is  it  correct  that  the 
tarpon  go  up  the  rivers  to  spawn  like  salmon  ?  We 
should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Francis  would  tell  us  if  it  is 
imperative  to  use  the  reels,  lines,  etc.,  as  used  by 
American  anglers.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  he  is  the 
son  of  the  late  celebrated  angler  Francis  Francis. — Ed.] 


ANSWEKS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.  Kelly  (York). — The  close  time  for  freshwater 
fish  other  than  Salmoniche  is  from  March  15  to  June  15 
You  must  not  fish  after  March  14  or  before  June  IG. 


Covresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


PIKE  FISHING— A  RECORD  CATCH  FOR  THE 
OXFORD  DISTRICT. 

Deae  Sir,— Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  R.  Paton,  of  Oxford, 
fishing  on  Friday,  Jan.  24,  in  the  neighbourhood,  had 
what, might  be  termed  as  above.  The  catch,  with  one 
rod  each,  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pike, 
thirty  only  being  retained  ;  the  others  were  returned— 
one  of  81b.,  61b.,  71b.,  51b.,  the  others  ranged  from  2«b 
to  41b. 

All  the  above  were  caught  spinning  with  the  Abbey 
Mill  spinner  and  formalined  sprats. — Yours  faithfully, 
Oxford.  RoBEBT  Paton. 


CROSSING  RAINBOWS  AND  S.  FAEIO. 

Dear  Sir, — For  eight  consecutive  years  we  have 
tried  to  cross  Levens  and  brown  trout  with  rainbows, 
using  rainbow  milt  on  fario  eggs  and  vice  versa,  but  we 
never  got  tangible  results  except  once,  when  pure 
rainbows  emerged  from  rainbow  ova  which  we  had 
impregnated  with  fario  milt.  On  tracing  back  the 
experiment  in  our  books  we  found,  however,  that  the 
feather  used  for  stirring  this  lot  of  rainbow  eggs  had 
just  been  used  for  stirring  rainbow  eggs  milted  with 
rainbow  milt,  and  no  doubt  some  of  the  rainbow  milt 
was  thus  transferred  to  the  second  lot. 

I  have  heard  of  no  successful  artificial  crossing  of 
rainbows  and /acios ;  the  only  rainbow  cross  (claimed 
as  such)  I  have  ever  seen  being  a  very  fine  rainbow 
albino,  much  the  same  as  described  by  Mr.  Tracy 
lately. 

Rainbows  and  brook  trout  and  fontinalis  run  up  into 
our  brooks  to  spawn  year  after  year,  but  though  I  have 
often  seen  rainbow  milters  standing  just  over  the 
fario  redds  and  side  by  side  with  fario  females,  I 
have  never  found  hybrids  of  these  fish  in  our  waters. 
On  the  other  hand,  fontinalis  and  brown  trout  will 
naturally  cross  on  these  same  redds  pretty  often,  and 
we  find  the  zebras  resulting  from  these  natural  crosses 
fairly  often  in  our  brooks. — Yours  truly, 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  S.  Jaffe. 

Osnabiiick,  Hanover. 

[Much  obliged  to  Herr  Jafie  for  this  note.  Will  he 
kindly  say  if  the  eggs  of  the  rainbows  which  spawn 
naturally  in  his  streams  hatch  all  right,  and  the  young 
fry  grow  to  maturity.  The  rainbow  went  up  like  a 
rocket  in  this  country,  and  seems  to  be  coming  down 
like  the  stick. — Ed.] 


EXTRAORDINARY  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
SALMON  OVA. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  early  part  of  December,  in 
a  town  in  the  central  part  of  Scotland,  there  were 
certain  events  which  seemed  to  put  an  end  to  at  least 
one  phase  of  the  life  history  of  the  salmon.  But  how 
it  ended  the  following  paragraph  will  show. 

About  a  year  previous  to  the  time  mentioned,  com- 
plaints had  been  made  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
water  in  the  reservoir  of  the  town.  The  curator,  who 
is  a  skilled  scientist,  in  charge  of  probably  the  finest 
local  museum  in  Britain,  was  called  in  to  report.  He 
found  the  reservoir  swarming  with  minute  crustacete, 
and  suggested  that  as  there  were  no  fish  in  the  reservoir 
if  some  were  placed  there  the  water  might  be  kept 
purer.  The  local  superintendent  of  salmon  fisheries 
oflered  a  supply  of  salmon  fry,  and  these  were  accepted 
and  placed  in  the  reservoir.  Up  to  this  time  it  was 
understood  there  were  no  fish  in  it. 

Last  month  it  was  resolved  to  take  the  fish  out. 
This  was  done,  and  some  of  them  were  sent  to  a  well- 
known  taxidermist  in  the  town.  He  found  the  fish  to 
be  in  what  was  an  interesting  and,  for  them,  remark- 
able condition,  and  sent  them  onto  the  curator  of  the 
museum,  pointing  out  their  condition.  What  had 
been  put  in  as  salmon  fry  were  now  about  nine  inches 


long  and  heavy  with  spawn.  This  was  indeed  a  re- 
markable condition.  The  curator  was  naturally 
amazed,  and  called  in  the  superintendent  of  palmon 
fisheries  again,  who  pronounced  the  fish  to  be  trout. 
The  salmon  fry  of  a  year  since  had  grown  into  trout ! 
There  is,  of  course,  only  this  explanation  possible. 
Their  gravid  condition  showed  them  to  be  trbut,  and 
trout  there  must  have  been  in  the  reservoir,  unknown 
to  those  who  placed  in  the  fry.  The  light  coloured 
appearance  of  the  fish  was  accounted  for  by  the  clean 
sandy  condition  of  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  where 
they  lived,  and  the  salmon  fry  had  furnished  them 
with  food. — Yours  truly,  Midlothian. 


PATERNOSTERING  FOR  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,- In  reply  to  "  Puzzled  Patemosterer's  " 
query— p.  460  of  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  28,  1901— and 
his  want  of  success  when  paternoster  fishing  for  pike, 
it  may  be  attributed  to  his  mistake  in  using  snap-hook 
tackle  instead  of  a  paternoster  constructed  of  a  single 
hook,  mounted  and  baited  as  I  will  now  describe.  To 
the  end  of  his  running  line  he  should  attach  four  or  five 
feet  of  stout  salmon-gut,  which  is  best  stained  a  pale 
olive-green ;  to  this  is  looped  eighteen  inches  (or 
twenty-four  inches  if  the  water  fished  is  deep)  of  trout- 
gut,  and  at  the  end  of  it  a  Joz.  or  Joz.  lead  plummet, 
or  sinker.  The  reason  for  adding  tne  trout-gut  is  that 
should  the  angler's  tackle  get  hitched  up  to  weeds,  or 
any  other  obstruction,  the  trout-gut  is  the  first  to 
break,  being  the  weakest,  and  only  the  plummet  is 
lost. 

At  the  loops  connecting  the  salmon  and  trout  gut 
attach  the  paternoster-hook,  a  square-bend  No.  10, 
rather  short  in  the  shank,  carefully  bound  onto  twelve 
inches  of  No.  1  gimp  of  platinum  wire — bright  gimp 
of  brass  or  white  metal  glitters,  and  therefore  is 
objectionable. 

The  bait,  a  live  dace  of  four  and  a  half  or  five  inches 
long — failing  that  a  small  roach  or  large  gudgeon — 
should  be  hooked  through  both  lips,  the  bottom  one 
first ;  baits  live  longer  this  way  than  when  hooked 
through  the  upper  one  only,  and  they  can  breathe 
very  well  on  a  square-bend  hook.  Draw  eight  or  ten 
yards  of  line  ofi  the  reel,  cast  the  bait  with  a  gentle 
swing  and  no  splash  into  the  water,  fish  in  the  usual 
"  sink  and  draw"  manner,  thus  searching  the  deeps 
and  eddies,  round  about  reeds  and  rushes  growing  in 
the  water,  near  to  weed  growths,  all  of  which  are 
likely  places  to  harbour  pike  ;  and  if  one  is  near  the 
bait  is  almost  sure  to  be  taken,  which  will  be  apparent 
by  its  being  arrested,  probably  shaken  or  moved  off 
with,  when  two  or  three  yards  of  line  should  be  paid 
out,  and  three  or  four  seconds  allowed  for  the  pike  to 
turn  the  bait  head-first  into  its  mouth.  Then  the 
line  should  be  tightened  and  a  firm  draw  given  (rather 
than  a  strike)  by  smartly  elevating  the  top  of  the 
rod,  and  the  chances  are  the  pike  will  be  securely 
hooked,  most  probably  in  the  angle  of  the  uxjper  and 
lower  jaws,  where  the  hook  is  not  likely  to  break  away. 
It  is  wisest  always,  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  recover 
slack  line  on  to  the  reel,  and  then  to  play  the  pike 
"  on  and  off "  the  reel,  thus  minimising  chance  of 
getting  the  line  fouled,  tangled,  or  trodden  upon. 

Snap-tackles  are  not  well  adapted  for  paternoster 
fishing,  for  when  "searching"  waters,  however  slightly 
obstructed  they  may  be  with  weed  growths,  the  hooks  of 
snap-tackles  often  get  fouled  or  hung  up  in  the  weeds, 
when  in  the  endeavour  to  clear  them  the  live  bait  gets 
injured,  or,  as  "  Puzzled  Paternosterer  "  says,  "  comes 
home  mauled  and  dead." — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine. 


OLD  HACKLES  FOR  FLY  MAKING. 
Dear  Sir,— I  fly  to  you  in  distress.  Not  long 
ago  one  of  your  correspondents — I  cannot  recall  his 
name,  and  have  for  some  time  been  too  busy  to  give 
any  attention  to  matters  piscatorial — vindicated,  in 
your  columns,  the  (if  I  remember  right)  vital  import- 
ance of  employing  only  fresh  hackles  in  the  making 
of  flies. 

This  was,  at  the  time,  a  great  blow  to  me,  as 
collecting  fly  making  materials  has  for  a  long  time 
been  a  great  hobby  of  mine.  I  have  a  very  valuable 
collection,  the  result  of  much  care  and  labour,  not 
only  (that  goes  without  saying)  of  the  commoner  sorts 
— and  most  invaluable  they  are,  and  I  can  always  pin 
my  faith  on  some  few  birds — but  of  rare  wings  and 
hackles  as  well.  If  what  jour  correspondent  said  is 
true,  I  ought  promptly  to  consign  all  these  to  the  fire. 

I  cannot  think  this  drastic  step  is  really  necessary. 
I  grant  that  a  fresh  hacKle  works  more  sweetly  in 
rtaking  a  fly,  but  I  have  been  an  ardent,  and,  if  the 
truth  must  be  told,  a  very  successful,  fly  fisherman  for 
manj'  years,  and  I  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of 
rejecting  ,  a  hackle  on  the  score  of  its  being  a  few 
years  old.  Last  season — and  this  brings  me  to  the 
point — a  box  of  fly  making  materials  belonging  to  my 
grandfather  came  into  my  possession. 

My  grandfather  was  a  most  accomplished  all-round 
sportsman,  and  I  never  think  of  him  without  thinking 
of  myself  as  a  signal  instance  of  the  power  of  hereditv. 
I  have,  in  my  time,  gone  in  for  all  sorts  of  sports.  1 
was  in  the  "  eleven  "  of  a  public  school.  I  rowed,  and 
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won  prizes  at  Oxford,  etc.,  but  all  the  time  iny  heart 
was  with  Nature,  and  at  the  river  side,  as  it  has  been 
from  my  earliest  years.  This  is  a  digression.  But  to 
return  to  the  point.  Last  season  I  found  amongst 
other  materials  in  the  said  grandfather's  box  a  snipe's 
wing  and  some  golden  plover  hackles,  dating  (at  the 
very  least)  from  the  year  1820.  I  tied  some  flies  from 
them  and  they  gave  me  most  excellent  sport  on  the 
Eden,  Wharfe,  and,  I  think,  other  streams  as  well.  I 
quote  this  as  an  extreme  instance  to  the  contrary, 
merely  with  a  view  to  eliciting  information  on  this 
(to  me,  at  any  rate)  most  interesting  question. — Yours 
faithfully,  R.  Eenest  Ricketts. 

York. 


NETTING  AT  GROVE  FERRY. 

Deae  Sir, — Having  taken  a  great  interest  in  the 
Grove  Ferry  Fishery,  and  enjoyed  some  capital  sport 
there  in  the  past,  I  personally  made  enquiries  con- 
cerning the  alleged  netting,  and  find  it  is  imaginary 
so  far  as  that  portion  of  the  river  under  the  care  of  the 
Canterbm-y  Preservation  Society  is  concerned  — 
namely,  between  Fordwich  Bridge,  Sturry,  and 
Pluck's  Gutter ;  and,  further,  nothing  of  the  kind 
could  occur  without  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  that 
most  vigilant  and  courteous  of  river  keepers,  Mr.  Kirby. 

It  does,  however,  appear  (hence  the  report)  that  a 
farmer  netted  one  of  the  culverts  or  backwaters  near 
Cut  End  ;  this  is  situated  well  out  of  the  boundary  of 
this  fishery,  and  not  in  the  main  river,  as  alleged. 
Unfortunately,  after  a  flood  many  fish  are  lost  in  the 
dykes,  etc.,  and  the  depredations  of  netters  is,  of  course, 
deplored  by  all  anglers,  but  the  same  thing  has 
happened  for  some  years  past  (it  is  not  a  novelty)  on 
the  Arun,  and  nearly  all  other  tidal  waters. — Yours 
truly,  W.  J.  Wade,  Secretary, 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers, 

6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


Deae  Sie, — I  read  with  amazement  the  paragraph 
on  the  netting  at  Grove  Ferry.  After  making  full 
enquiries  I  can  safely  assert  that  nothing  has  been 
done  to  injure  the  main  Stour,  where  we  have  all 
enjoyed  a  good  day's  reaching,  "  even  in  the  sixties  " 
as  the  writer  puts  it. 

The  poaching  was  done  in  private  waters  over  which 
lovers  of  the  Stour  have  no  jurisdiction. — Yours  truly, 
P.  A.  Bradshaw-Isherwood. 
(M.R.C.S.  Eng. ;  L.R.C.P.  London.) 

Grosvenor  House,  Ramsgate.. 


THE  AGE  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sie, — Last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
contained  a  photograph,  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wight- 
man  on  the  above  query.  My  piscatorial  knowledge 
is  not  sufficient  to  attempt  to  give  an  opinion,  but 
perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  give  the  facts  of  the 
capture  of  two  perch  and  the  comments  made  as  to  the 
age  of  them  by  some  of  my  fishing  friends. 

On  March  14,  1900  (last  day  of  the  season),  fishing 
Chichester  Canal,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a 
perch  of  31b.  12oz.  The  said  perch  was  sent  to 
Sanders,  London,  to  be  set  up ;  was  duly  received 
back  and  very  much  admired,  with  comments  as  to 
its  age  ranging  anything  from  twelve  to  thirty  years. 

Now  for  the  sequel.  On  March  13, 1901,  again  fishing 
Chichester  Canal,  and  within  a  radius  of  a  very  few 
yards,  I  caught  another  perch  of  81b.  8|oz.,  which  I 
also  sent  to  Sanders  to  be  set  up,  and  1  thought  the 
coincidence  was  rather  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  I  had 
fished  Chichester  Canal  once  a  week  for  the  entire 
season.  I  never  went  near  the  spot  where  I  had 
caught  the  first  one,  having  very  good  sport  other 
parts  of  the  stream.  We  (self  and  companion)  often 
chafTed  each  other  tliat  we  would  have  a  turn  at  the 
perch  and  have  the  fellow  one  from  the  old  spot  on 
the  last  day  of  the  season,  which  to  our  amazement 
came  off.  The  perch  are  facing  me  as  I  write  this, 
and  a  very  handsome  pair  they  make. — Yours  truly, 

Portsea.  T.  C.  Mortimer. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  R.  G.  Wight- 
man  asks  an  interesting  question,  but  one  I  think — 
after  more  than  forty  years'  experience  of  all  kinds  of 
freshwater  fish,  and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  perch 
and  their  habits — rather  difficult  to  answer.  I 
may,  however,  say,  for  his  information,  that  I  have  at 
this  moment  in  a  large  aquarium  six  perch  which 
were  hatched  in  April,  1892  ;  they  are  in  perfect  health 
and  condition,  and  average  18oz.  each.  I  have  also  a 
splendid  specimen  which  I  took  with  rod  and  line  on 
Oct.  1,  1896,  and  weighed  at  the  time  31b.  9oz. ;  this 
fish  has  spawned  in  April  every  year  since,  but  has  not 
increased  more  than  loz.  or  possibly  2oz.  since.  I 
have  many  thousands  of  perch  in  my  river,  but  I  have 
never  seen  a  fish  dead  which  I  should  consider  had 
died  of  old  age.  I  should  say  my  fish  is  at  least 
twenty-five  years  old,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  bar 
accidents  it  would  live  to  a  hundred.  The  largest 
perch  I  have  ever  taken  or  seen  weighed  41b.  lOoz. — 
Yours  truly,  Heney  Newlyn,  J. P. 

Bournemouth, 


FISHING  FROG,  OR  ANGLER. 

Dear  Sir. — Referring  to  your  interesting  notes  in 
last  week's  Fishi^ig  Gazette  re  the  LojJhius  piscato  iiis, 
may  I  add  that  the  fish  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in 
the  deep  water  (sixty  to  eighty  fathoms)  of  the  fishing 
ground  in  St.  George's  Channel.  I  have  seen  several 
of  them  taken  in  a  trawl  there  ;  on  one  cruise  in  a 
steam  trawler  we  captured  three,  none  of  them,  how- 
ever, anything  like  so  large  as  Mr.  Wilkes'  splendid 
specimen.  They  are  called  in  Ireland  "  Molly  Goons," 
and  the  gall  is  much  prized  by  washer-women  as  an 
addition  to  the  wash-tub  for  the  purpose  of  making 
linen  white.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  this  is  the 
only  use  that  is  made  of  them,  as  the  fishermen 
usually  throw  them  overboard.  I  have  never  known 
of  anyone  eating  them,  I  should  hardly  care  to  try 
the  experiment  myself. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  Hussey. 


RIVER  DEVERON  AT  HUNTLY,  BANFF- 
SHIRE, N.B. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  anybody  who  has  fished  in  the 
free  water  at  Huntly  kindly  state  if  quarters  in  the 
town  of  Huntly  can  be  got  other  than  in  public- 
houses,  the  size  of  the  town,  and  if  provisions  can  be 
had  ?  How  many  hours  by  rail  is  Huntly  from 
Aberdeen  ?  How  far  from  the  town  are  the  best  pools 
for  salmon,  and  how  far  off  is  the  best  brown  trout 
water  ?  Is  the  fishing  from  both  banks,  and  what  is 
the  extent  of  the  free  water  ?  What  is  the  date  of 
opening  and  closing  ?  Do  sea-trout  or  herling  run  up 
this  river  in  catchable  quantities  ?  What  lures  are 
allowed  and  in  what  months  ?  Can  any  of  the  salmon 
catches  be  fished  without  wading '?  What  are  the  best 
months  for  salmon,  herling,  and  brown  trout,  and  an 
average  bag  on  a  good  day  to  fly  ?  How  on  the  whole 
does  the  fishing  compare,  say,  with  the  fishing  in  the 
Eden  at  Carlisle  or  the  Annan  at  Annan  ?  etc.^ — Yours 
truly,  "  Snow." 


DO  EELS  HIBERNATE? 
Dear  Sir, — Eels  like  many  other  creatures  adapt 
themselves  to  circumstances,  or  in  other  words  take 
advantage  of  the  temperature,  etc.  According  to  ex- 
periments by  the  celebrated  naturalist  John  Hunter, 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  occurrence.  It 
is  just  possible  that  the  temperature  on  the  day  your 
correspondent  caught  the  pike  with  the  eel  in  its  gullet 
was  fifty  degrees.  Both  the  eel  and  frog  can  digest  their 
food  when  the  heat  is  sixty  degrees,  but  lose  this  power 
when  it  is  below  forty  degrees.  Then  there  would  be 
no  motive  to  be  on  the  prowl.  There  is  the  whole 
thing  in  a  nutshell.  Even  at  fifty  degrees  the  eel 
might  have  felt  hungry  and  came  out,  or  perhaps  had 
only  his  head  out  of  the  mud  waiting  for  hig  prey 
when  the  pike  seized  him.  I  have  no  doubt  your 
correspondent  has  seen  eels  in  this  position,  the  head 
looking  like  a  dead  bit  of  tapered  stick.  But  this  is  a 
summer  occupation.  I  say  fifty  degrees,  because  on 
referring  to  Whitaker's  Almanack  last  year  I  find 
that  on  March  1  the  temperature  was  54 '1,  March  4 
53-2,  March  6  4C  0,  and  on  March  8  it  was  43-1. 
According  to  this  the  pike  had  a  far  better  chance  of 
catching  the  eel  on  March  1  and  4  than  it  had  on 
March  8,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  Mr.  H.  A.  Dawson 
caught  his  carp  in  a .  mill  pool  on  Tuesday  (Jan. 
21),  when  I  saw  a  bluebottle  fly  on  a  southern  fence 
(wood)  enjoying  itself  in  the  sun  and  not  half  dead 
and  numb,  but  cleaning  its  wings  with  its  feet  as 
sprightly  as  possible  where  the  temperature  would 
probably  be  eighty  degrees.  I  will  tell  you  why. 
Because  there  was  a  sharp  frost  on  the  night  of  Jan. 
24,  and  on  Jan.  25  the  thermometer  was  fifty-two 
degrees  in  the  shade  and  seventy-eight  and  a  half 
degrees  in  the  sun,  or  a  difference  of  twenty-six  and 
a  half  degrees  on  a  much  colder  day,  for  there  was  a 
slight  keen  wind,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  caught 
eels,  and  fine  eels,  in  the  night  with  sprats  in  mid 
October  in  holes  not  more  than  three  feet  in  depth 
when  the  temperature  could  not  have  been  more  than 
fifty-eight  degrees,  or  a  difference  of  twenty  and  a  half 
degrees.  There  is  nothing  anglers  are  more  deceived 
in  than  temperature,  and  many  of  them  make  no 
allowance  for  these  phenomenal  changes,  and  then  are 
surprised  if  things  do  not  turn  out  as  they  expected. — 
Yours  truly,  Tanto. 


"  SALMON  PISHING  IN  IRELAND"— DRESSING 
OF  THE  JIM  KEAGH  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  the  writer  of  the  above  article 
("Cherry  Brandy")  kindly  state  in  an  early  issue 
whether  he  has  accidentally  omitted  to  say  if  the  third 
fly  he  describes  (Jim  Keagh)  has  any  wing,  or  whether 
it  is  only  a  hackled  pattern. — Yours  truly, 

P.  A.  R. 


FISHING  NEAR  LIVERPOOL. 

Dear  Sie,— I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  reader  of  your  valuable  paper  could  give  an  old 
Thames  angler  any  information  regarding  fishing  near 
Liverpool — pike  fishing  preferred. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  E.  C,  Hodgkins, 


PORPOISE,  WHALE,  AND  GRAMPUS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  W.  H.  Elsmore,  I  think 
"  Dragnet "  is  not  quite  correct,  for  Nuttall  says  :  "  Por- 
poise— the  hog-fish  or  sea-hog,  a  cetaceous  mammal 
(L.  2)orcus,  a,  ])ig,  &nd  piscis,  a  fish)."  Webster  says: 
"  The  sea-hog  {It&l.  poiro  jteticc,  the  hog-fish)." 

"  Whale — a  large  mammal  of  the  cetacean  order." 
Webster  :  "  The  largest  of  sea  animals." 

"  Grampus — a  large  cetaceous  animal  of  the  dolphin 
family  (L.  grandis  2nscis,  great  fish)."  Webster: 
"  A  fish.  A  corruption  of  French  graiid-pioisson,  great 
fish  (grampoise)."  One  to  "Dragnet"  and  two  to  W. 
H.  Elsmore,  I  take  it.— Yours  truly,  Pobco. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  EARLY 
IN  APRIL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  fortnight's  holiday,  beginning 
the  first  week  in  April,  and  wish  to  have  some  good 
trout  fishing.  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  can 
recommend  me  where  to  go  in  England  or  Wales, 
with  a  chance  of  fair  sport  and  comfortable  quarters.— 
Yours  truly,  A.  E.  J. 

Ethersall,  Tarbock-road, 
Huyton. 

[Could  "  A.  E.  J."  make  it  a  bit  later?— Ed.] 


SOME  GOOD  SPORT. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  in  private  water  in  the  county 
on  Saturday  last,  Jan.  25,  I  had  two  pike  of  17 Jib.  and 
lllb.  12oz.,  and  my  son,  a  lad  of  fifteen,  two  of  7|lb. 
each. 

On  Jan.  16  we  caught,  thirty-three  pike,  also  in 
private  water  in  another  part  of  the  county,  but  the 
fish  were  small. 

My  son,  when  ten  years  old,  caught  a  well  mended 
kelt  with  the  fly  on  the  Moy  on  an  eight-foot  trout 
rod.    He  was  twenty  minutes  landing  it. 

I  hooked  one  there  once  which  took  some  skin  of! 
my  finger  in  the  first  rush.  Also  a  few  years  ago,  in 
April,  I  rose  and  hooked,  opposite  the  gas-works, 
Ballina,  at  10  a.m.,  a  springer  of  19lb.,  and  got  him 
out  at  12.30  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  just  above 
the  bridge.  We  found  he  was  foul  hooked  in  the 
ventral  fin.  Jim  Hearnes  came  aboard  the  boat  and 
quanted  me  about,  and  he  had  a  tough  two  hours'  job. 
Hundreds  of  people  saw  the  sport  from  the  bridge. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  F.  Bisshoi'P. 

Ipswich. 

FISHING  NEAR  BRIGHTON. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  of  any  good  coarse  fishing  obtainable  near 
Brighton  ?  I  have  heard  Barcombe  M  i  lis  on  the  Sussex 
Ouse  mentioned,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
particulars  as  to  the  fishing  being  preserved,  etc. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  Evans. 

[We  believe  that  day  tickets  for  fishing  in  the  Ouse, 
a  pretty  stream  with  plenty  of  coarse  fish — pike,  chub, 
perch,  etc. — can  be  had  for  a  shilling  at  the  Railway 
Hotel  at  Barcombe  Mills.  The  river  is  very  clear  as  a 
rule,  and  fine  fishing  is  necessary.  Chub  ought  to 
give  good  sport  now. — Ed.] 


A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reading  your  issue  of  Jan.  11,  I  was 
very  much  surprised  at  your  Birmingham  and  Dis- 
trict correspondent's  report,  and  read  with  a  feeling  of 
deep  regret  his  report  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Angling 
Society.  He  says  :  "  I  hear  that  there  is  trouble  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown  Club,  and  that  things  are  in  a  very 
mixed  up  condition,  so  much  so  that  special  committee 
meetings  have  been  held  to  solve  certain  matters 
which  are  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  Stour- 
port  members  and  the  Challenge  Cup  Fund.  I  hear 
that  a  large  number  of  members  will  leave  and  join 
other  societies."  Now  I  contend  that  in  the  above 
remarks  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  my  society. 
Your  correspondent  at  the  time  of  writing  his 
report  knew  of  the  death  of  our  much  beloved  and 
respected  secretary,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance,  who  had  held 
that  office  for  eighteen  years.  Now,  Sir,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  any  society  would  be  mixed  up  a  little 
if  they  were  to  lose  their  secretary  at  the  time  we  lost 
ours,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Now  I  am  in  a  position 
to  state  that  whatever  trouble  has  fallen  to  the  society 
through  the  lamentable  death  of  our  secretary,  it  is 
all  cleared  up  satisfactorily  to  my  club.  I  ask  you  to 
give  publicity  to  this  letter  in  fairness  to  the  memory 
of  our  deceased  secretary  and  the  character  of  my 
club.— Yours  truly,  Alf.  J.  Hodges, 

President. 


BHOLLOWAY'S  pills.  The  Hour  of  Danger.  Disease  coni- 
nioiily  comes  on  with  slight  symptoms,  which,  when  neglected, 
increase  in  e.xtent  and  gradnally  grow  dangerous— a  condition 
which  betrays  the  grossest  remissness— when  these  Pills,  taken 
in  accordance  with  their  accompanying  directions,  would  not 
only  have  checked  but  conquered  the  incipient  disorder. 
Patients  daily  forward  details  of  the  most  remarkable  and  in- 
structive cases  in  which  timely  attention  to  Holloway's  advice 
has  undoiilitedly  savea  them  from  severe  illness.  These  Pills 
act  primarily  on  the  digestive  organs,  which  they  stimulate 
when  slow  and  imperfect ;  and,  secondly,  upon  the  blood,  which 
is  thoroughly  purified  by  them,  whence  is  derived  the  general 
tone  they  impart,  and  their  power  of  subjugating  hypochou- 
driacism,  dyspepsia,  and  nervous  complaints. 
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only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
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addressed  to  the  Adveemsemekt  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association. 

The  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association, 
the  proposed  formation  of  which  was  announced  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  10  last,  held  its  first 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole.  Colonel  Bromley  Davenport,  C.B., 
M.P.,  took  the  chair.  The  rules  of  the  Association 
were  adopted,  and  a  committee  of  some  nine 
members  was  appointed.  Pending  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  secretary,  the  Hon.  H.  Portman  has 
consented  to  undertake  the  duties. 


I  take  this  report  from  the  Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch,  but  I  cannot  truthfully  say  that  it  is 
clear  to  me  where  the  justice  comes  in,  for  Miss 
Boswell  seems  to  have  no  remedy  for  an  apparently 
illegal  and  most  annoying  act  committed  against 
her. 

"  The  Tale  of  a  Tweed  Salmon. 
"  The  Second  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session 
heard  counsel  and  gave  judgment  in  a  note 
which  brought  under  review  an  interlocutor  of 
Lord  Kincairney  in  an  action  in  which  Miss 
Margaret  Boswell,  56,  Rosetta-road,  Peebles,  sued 
the  North  British  Railway  Company  for  £200 
damages  for  having  allowed  an  officer  to  seize  a 
Tweed  salmon  sent  by  her  to  a  friend  in  Edinburgh. 
She  received  the  salmon  as  a  present  from  a  friend, 
and  on  Oct.  19,  1900,  packed  it  in  a  tin  box  along 
with  some  clothes  and  sent  it  by  rail  to  a  friend  in 
Edinburgh.  At  the  Waverley  station  an  officer  of 
the  Forth  Fishery  District  was  allowed  by  the 
defenders'  servants  to  open  the  box  and  to  seize 
the  salmon.  The  pursuer  was  prosecuted  on  a 
charge  of  breach  of  the  Tweed  Fisheries  Act  and 
was  acquitted,  and  her  claim  against  the  railway 
company  was  in  respect  of  injured  feelings  and  of 
the  expense  she  was  put  to  in  defending  herself  in 
the  prosecution.  She  contended  that  she  had  a 
contract  of  carriage  with  the  railway  company, 
that  they  broke  it  by  not  delivering  the  box  intact 
to  the  consignee,  and  that  she  suffered  loss  and 


damage  in  consequence.  Lord  Kincairney  in  the 
Outer  House  found  the  action  irrelevant  and 
assoilzied  the  defenders  with  expenses.  The  Divi- 
sion adhered  to  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  Ordinary 
with  expenses,  holding  that  the  railway  company 
were  entitled  to  assume  tliat  the  officer  was  acting 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty." 


Anianus's  Fable  of  the  Pike  and  the  Sturgeon. 

"  There  was  a  large  over-grown  PiAe  that  had 
the  Fortune  to  be  carry'd  out  to  sea  by  a  Strong 
Current,  and  he  had  there  the  Vanity  to  Value 
himself  above  All  the  Fish  in  the  Ocean.  We'l 
refer  That  (says  a  Sturgeon)  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Market,  and  see  which  of  the  Two  yields  the  Better 
Price. 

"  Moral. 

"  Every  man  has  his  Province  Assigned  him, 
and  none  hut  a  Mad-man  will  pretend  to  Impose, 
and  to  give  Laws  where  he  has  Nothing  to  do." 

This  ancient  fish  story  reminds  me  that  when 
fishing  on  a  river  like  the  Severn  or  the  Tweed  I 
have  often  wondered  what  became  of  the  pike 
which  now  and  then  must  get  carried  out  to  sea  by 
floods.  Many  fresh  water  fish  can  stand  a  gradual 
change  to  salt  water  well,  but  in  the  Norfolk  rivers 
the  pike  often  get  turned  up  by  a  high  salt  tide. 
Some  few  years  ago  that  nice  sheet  of  water  called 
The  King's  Fleet,  near  Felixstowe  Ferry,  was  in- 
vadedby  the  sea,  and  the  pike  were  nearly  exter- 
minated. In  the  adjacent  meadows  the  earthworms 
were  also  all  destroyed.  But  perhaps  the  Mediter- 
ranean is  less  salt  than  the  Atlantic. 


Expensive  Angling. 
"  It  is  not  surprising,"  writes  a  Scotch  corre- 
spondent of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  "  that  anglers 
frequenting  Loch  Tay  at  this  early  period  of  the 
salmon  fishing  season  are  all  men  of  means.  They 
require  to  be.  February  sport  on  this  most 
excellent  sheet  is  not  for  the  angler  who  thinks  £1 
a  day  a  fair  expenditure.  Taken  all  over,  it  costs 
£5  a  day  to  do  Loch  Tay  comfortably.  The  regu- 
lations at  all  the  hotels  are  the  same,  and  the  cost 
per  boat  to  carry  not  more  than  two  rods  is  £5  a 
week,  or  2os.  a  day  ;  or,  if  there  are  two  anglers  to 
the  boat,  30s.  Two  boatmen  are  necessary  in  these 
blustering  wintry  days,  and  they  are  paid  3s.  8d.  a 
day  each,  the  angler,  as  a  rule,  providing  lunch  and 
whisky.  One  salmon  a  day  is  fair  sport  on  Loch 
Tay,  and  a  20-pounder  a  fair  average  fish,  so  that 
each  salmon  figures  out  at  a  cost  of  about  5s.  a 
pound  to  the  angler.  After  May  6  there  is  a  lower- 
ing of  the  tariff,  the  boat  charge  being  .il  a  day  or 
£3  a  week." 

It  will  be  seen  that  you  want  a  fish  to  jump  into 
the  boat  now  and  then,  although  I  don't  think 
much  of  the  system  of  weighing  the  fish  you  catch 
by  the  number  of  piounds  sterling  they  have  cost 
you.  It  is  a  mercenary  point  of  view,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  And  suppose  you  only  went  once  to 
the  Tay,  river  or  loch,  and  only  caught  one  salmon, 
it  would  be  cheap  if  it  came  out  at  twenty  shillings 
in  the  pound  ;  for  you  have  got  something  to  talk 
about  all  the  rest  of  your  bom  days. 

A  Good  Smoking-Mixture. 

Messrs.  Churchman,  of  Ipswich,  send  me  some 
of  their  Tortoise-shell  Smoking-Mixture.  Being 
condemned  to  smoke  only  cigars,  I  sent  it  to  an  old 
angling  friend  with  whom  I  have  had  many  a 
pleasant  smoke,  and  he  kindly  sends  me  this 
opinion  on  the  Tortoise-shell. 

"  Dear  Marston, — I  am  afraid  it  is  not  in  my 
line  to  write  testimonials,  and  am  sorry  you  did 
not  ask  someone  more  competent;  however,  I 
will  give  you  my  opinion  for  what  it  is  worth. 
I  consider  that  I  can  honestly  say  that  Tortoise- 
shell  tobacco  is  pure,  perfectly  free  from  scent 
or  sugar,  fragrant,  full  flavoured  (in  fact  too  much 
so  for  me).  I  have  inquired  of  a  friend  who  has 
smoked  it  for  some  months  and  he  considers  it 
excellent,  and  very  good  value  for  5d.  an  ounce,  in 
fact,  just  the  sort  of  tobacco  for  anglers  as  it  is 
very  lasting  out-of-doors,  which  is  a  great  desidera- 
tum and  difficult  to  find  nowadays.  You  can 
add  anything  you  like  but  don't  give  my  name. 
I  am  obliged  to  smoke  something  much  milder. 
'  C  and  I  are  smoking  now  J.  B.  Pace's  '  Scroll 
Cut  Twist,'  made  at  Toronto,  lis.  6d.  a  pornd; 
it  is  considered  one  of  the  best  brands  in  the 
world." 

E.  B.  Mabston. 


"SPEING  SALMON  FISHING." 
SPINNING  FEOM  THE  BANK  IX  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  70.) 
The  Lyon  to  me,  at  this  early  period,  is  the 
beau-ideal  of  a  salmon  river,  containing,  as  it  does, 
every  kind  of  water  that  the  heart  can  wish  for. 
Here  are  falls,  rapids,  broken  pools,  rocky  rushes, 
and  swift,  yet  unbroken,  currents.  The  fish  are 
large,  from  151b.  to  401b.,  and  are  full  of  vigour  and 
fight,  qualities  which  are  often  enhanced  to  such 
an  extent  by  bank  difficulties  that  the  victory  is 
theirs. 

To  write  of  the  fishing  in  Glen  Lyon  and  leave  out 
the  name  of  Sir  Eobert  Menzies,  Bart.,  would  be 
too  absurd,  as  everyone  in  Perthshire  is  proud  of 
this  great  sportsman.  Some  will  tell  you  of  his 
far-stretching  lands,  reaching  to  the  shores  of  Loch 
Eannoch,  others  of  his  kindness  and  generosity,  and 
many  of  the  plucky  way  in  which  he  lays  hold, 
holds  fast  and  never  lets  go,  where  he  thinks  he  ia 
right,  unless  the  highest  legal  tribunal  says  him 
nay. 

A  few  days  since  this  truly  grand  Scotchman 
was  presiding,  until  past  midnight,  at  a  Burns  dinner, 
and  as  his  pipers  played  he  forgot  his  eighty-five 
years  and  was  as  young  as  when  he  rowed  in  the 
Oxford  eight. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  Aberfeldy  on 
Friday  of  last  week,  where  he|had  been  to|take  part 
in  a  great  curling  match,  the  game  to  which  the 
whole  of  Scotland  gives  its  excited  attention  at  a 
time  of  frost. 

I  shall  always  think  kindly  of  Sir  Eobert  for  hia 
courtesy  to  me  when  we  met  at  the  "  Boat-Pool," 
one  side  of  which  is  his  and  the  other  Lord 
Breadalbane's.  I  wished  hun  to  fish  first,  but  he 
insisted  on  my  doing  so,  and  the  care  with  which 
his  men  went  down  over  the  shallow  side  of  the 
pool  under  his  direction  so  as  not  to  disturb  it 
impressed  me  as  being  most  sportsmanlike. 

He  must  have  fished  the  Lyon  oftener  and  killed 
more  fish  in  it  than  any  other  living  person,  and 
so  late  as  one  day  last  week  he  added  one  more  to 
the  long  list  of  his  successes. 

It  may  be  best  before  proceeding  to  tell  you 
what  I  know  of  the  seven  miles  of  fishing,  which 
may  be  enjoyed  by  staying  here  at  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  and  the  payment  of  ten  shillings  per  day, 
that  I  should  redeem  my  promise  and  describe  to 
you  my  tackle  and  the  method  of  using  it. 

The  cramped  position,  from  which  many  spots 
have  to  be  fished,  has  necessitated  the  practising 
of  numerous  ways  of  casting.  Winches,  no  matter 
how  free,  are  sometimes  useless,  and  the  coil  in 
the  hand  seldom  enables  you  to  reach  the  lie  of  the 
fish.  The  Thames  coil  is  equally  out  of  the  question 
as,  unless  you  can  carry  with  y  ju  something  to  coil 
it  on,  the  line  will  be  constantly  catching  in  twigs, 
thorns,  or  rubbish  left  by  receding  'svaters,  and 
tangles  will  be  inevitable. 

What  is  really  needed  is  a  method  that  can  in 
the  first  place  dispense  with  the  half-circle  swing, 
and,  secondly,  a  method  that  can  be  used  all  day 
long  with  one  hand  with  little  fatigue ;  a  method 
that  almost  automatically  provides  a  free  coU  at 
an  elevation  a  little  below  and  to  the  left  of  the 
ring  through  which  the  line  commences  its  journey  ; 
so  that  when  the  finger  releases  it  as  the  cast  is 
made  there  is  no  resistance,  and  the  bait  in  its 
flight  helps  itself  to  what  line  it  requires.  No 
winch  can  do  this,  neither  can  it  supply  line  with 
the  delicate  variations  of  speed  that  take  place  in 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  bait  during  its  flight. 

There  are  numbers  who  have  witnessed,  and 
many  who  have  adopted,  amongst  others  our 
present  Prince  of  Wales,  a  plan  which  so  nearly 
complies  with  the  ideal  method  which  I  have 
roughly  sketched  that  I  will  presume  that  it  is 
worth  the  space  necessary  to  give  the  full  parti- 
culars for  the  guidance  of  others. 

Get  then  a  light  and  stiff  bamboo  rod,  ten  feet 
in  length,  to  which  add  twelve  inches  of  stout 
tapering  whalebone  for  the  top,  and  let  the  whole 
rod  weigh  not  more  than  16oz.  Have  light  ■winch 
fittings,  and  three  rings  only  of  aluminium  wire 
with  ivory  centres,  and  of  such  a  size  that  a 
pigeon's  egg  could  be  put  through  the  top  ring  and 
a  hen's  egg  through  the  one  that  is  two  feet  from 
the  winch  fittings.  The  third  ring  should  be 
between  these  two  in  size  and  equidistant  from 
them  on  the  rod.    A  dressed  line,  not  too  fine  nor 
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too  bulky.  If  it  be  too  fine  it  will  kink,  if  bulky 
it  tends  to  shorten  the  cast,  besides  being  too 
visible  to  the  fish.  Select  a  line  that  is  neither 
too  dry  nor  too  sticky  as  regards  the  dressing.  I 
use  a  light  green  "  Olena  "  line.  Let  there  be  not 
less  than  one  hundred  yards,  and  to  the  end  attach 
securely,  but  not  clumsily,  a  ^oz.  lead. 

All  kinds  of  leads  have  been  tried  here  and  on 
the  Tay,  but  it  is  seldom  now,  when  wire  is  univer- 
sally used  by  old  hands,  that  any  other  is  found 
than  that  which  was  first  made  by  myself  to  meet 
the  new  requirements — namely,  "  The  Combination 
Lead  and  Swivel."  Ha^  ing  attached  your  line  to 
one  end  of  this  neat  lead  proceed  to  fasten  the  four 
or  five  feet  of  wire,  one  end  to  the  lead  and  the 
other  end  to  your  lure. 

You  will  find  now  that  the  lead,  with  the 
whole  of  its  weight  below  the  draw,  prevents  the 
possibility  of  the  spinning  bait  giving  any  twist  to 
the  line,  and  at  the  same  time  does  away  with  the 


This  size  and  shape  of  tin  will  be  found  the 
most  convenient  for  the  reception  of  the  coil,  which 
the  length  of  line  drawn  in  at  each  pull  will 
make.  The  slightest  quantity  of  water  put  into 
the  tin  draws  the  coils  down  one  on  the  other,  and 
keeps  the  whole  of  the  line  moist  and  easy-running 
— hence  tin,  and  not  wicker-work.  I  desire  to 
render  credit  to  my  friend,  Mr.  James  Temple,  the 
well-known  piscatorial  artist,  for  the  idea  of  attach- 
ing a  something  to  the  waist  into  which  the  line 
could  be  coiled.  He  used  a  wicker  basket  for  many 
3'ears,  and  it  was  from  a  duplicate  of  his  basket, 
which  he  kindly  gave  me,  that  the  side  fitting  tin 
was  evolved. 

On  the  leather  belt  is  a  leather  socket  into  which 
the  butt  of  the  rod  fits,  and  which  takes  from  the 
right  arm  much  of  its  most  arduous  work. 

On  the  rod,  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  is  a 
small  ivory  reel  which  revolves  on  a  pin.  I  draw 
my  line  over  this,  and  at  the  end  of  each  draw 
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need  for  swivels  on  your  clean,  invisible,  not-to-be- 
broken-on-rocks  wire  irace. 

Anticipating  the  difficulty  I  should  have  in  des- 
cribing my  arrangement  for  this  almost  automatic 
coiling  at  an  elevation  where  the  line  is  ever  ready 
to  shoot  forward,  I  got  my  just-commencing- 
to-study-photography  son  to  take  me  in  my 
rig-out. 

Notice  the  tin  strapped  to  my  waist,  and  care- 
fully notice  the  shape  of  the  tin  as  it  is  necessary 
that  the  inner  side  should  be  concave  to  fit  the 
hip,  which,  together  with  the  leather  strap,  affords 
such  support  to  the  body  generally  as  to  cause  you 
actually  to  miss  something  when  not  using  it.  The 
measurements  are  : — Nine  inches  broad,  that  is 
from  hip  to  front ;  fourteen  inches  long  and  five 
inches  high,  excepting  at  the  curved  openings  which 
are  two  and  a  half  inches. 

The  openings  are  for  the  free  working  of  the 
hand  and  arm  at  the  drawing  of  the  line,  and  the 
height  elsewhere  helps  the  coiling  and  is  a  protec- 
tion for  the  line  from  the  wind. 


drop  the  forefinger  of  my  right  hand  on  the  line  to 
hold  it  until  my  left  hand  comes  again  for  another 
draw.  This  has  proved  a  most  successful  way  of 
preventing  the  sore  fingers  which  always  result 
from  a  long  day's  drawing  of  the  line  thrpugh  them, 
especially  in  frosty  weather. 

The  outfit  being  now  complete,  it  only  needs  a 
pleasant  fancy  to  carry  you  to  the  river  bank,  where 
you  must  not  forget  to  ask  your  gillie  to  dip  the 
bottom  of  your  flask  in  the  water,  and  put  its 
contents  into  your  casting  tin.  Find  the  cleanest 
spot  you  can  to  pull  out  fifteen  to  twenty  yards  of 
line,  which  draw  through  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  right  hand  and  drop  into  coils  in  the  tin 
at  your  side,  and  you  are  then  ready  to  cast.  When 
drawing  in  the  line  let  the  first  draw  drop  outside 
the  tin  that  there  may  be  no  tight  connection 
between  the  coil  and  your  rod.  Commence  always 
with  short  casts  as  the  line  after  a  few  casts 
becomes  supple,  and  then  little  likely  to  give 
trouble.  Increase  your  cast  progressively  by  pulling 
off  from  the  winch  a  few  yards  between  the  casts. 


or  even  when  the  cast  is  made,  provided  that  you 
are  sure  of  the  depth. . 

After  the  first  day's  practice  you  will  discover 
that  a  considerable  length  of  line  can  be  got  out 
by  the  aid  of  the  whalebone  top  and  a  kick  of  the 
hip,  without  any  backward  swing  of  the  rod.  So, 
no  matter  how  cramped  your  position,  no  matter 
how  lengthy  a  cast  you  desire  in  an  open  place, 
you  will  find  that  you  do  not  require  to  bring  your 
rod  further  back  than  in  a  line  with  your  body. 
Having  the  rod  in  this  position  wave  the  bait  gently 
backwards,  and  when  the  bait  is  at  the  end  of  the 
swing  sweep  your  rod  forwards  with  the  necessary 
force  to  reach  the  spot,  towards  which  your  top 
ring  and  your  eye  should  be  brought. 

A  grand  secret  to  be  discovered  is  how  little  is 
the  power  really  necessary.  Sometimes  twenty  to 
thirty  yards  may  be  got  out  with  as  little  exertion 
as  is  required  for  the  throwing  of  food  to  chickens. 

Unnecessary  vigour  is  not  only  a  waste  of  strength 
and  a  spoiler  of  the  pleasure  of  doing  things  cor- 
rectly, but  also  frequently  defeats  the  end  in  view. 

Economy  of  strength  may  be  important  even  to 
the  strongest  before  the  day  is  through,  so  work 
you  in  easy  attitude ;  no  bendings  of  the  body,  as 
is  the  case  when  winding  during  spinning  from  the 
winch. 

There  are  those,  I  have  met  them,  who  like  to 
swish  out  forty  yards  and  draw  it  in  again  as  fast 
as  possible  that  they  may  do  the  pool  and  the  next 
and  next  in  the  quickest  time.  The  non-success  of 
such  fishers  worries  me,  for  I  can  fancy  how  much 
they  need  success  to  make  their  lives  bearable. 

The  certainty  of  fish  being  in  a  pool  that  is  in 
ply,  and  which  you  can  fish  to  your  satisfaction, 


should  cause  you  to  linger  even  after  doing  your 
best.  Don't  let  your  brain  conjure  up  thoughts  of 
hungry,  open-mouthed  fish  at  the  next  pool.  Try 
these  again,  and  remember  that  it  is  possible  to  so 
worry  a  salmon  with  a  variety  of  baits  as  to  rouse 
his  temper  to  such  a  pitch  that  he  cannot  refuse. 
I  am  not  making  a  guess,  but  writing  of  a  fact  that 
I  have  witnessed. 

The  weight  of  the  lead  must  at  times  be  varied 
according  to  the  depth  or  the  swiftness  of  the" 
stream,  remembering  always  that  the  more  slowly 
a  perfectly  spinning  lure  passes  the  likely  spot  the 
greater  are  the  chances.  Remember  also  to  fish  as 
deep  as  possible.  Salmon,  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  are  much  more  likely  to  seize  a  bait  that 
spins  quite  near  them  than  to  rise  and  follow,  and 
when  they  perform  this  latter  operation  they 
have  much  more  time  to  discover  the  deception. 
When  directly  over  the  lie  of  the  fish  make  many 
casts  beyond,  bringing  your  bait  to  him  in  as  varied 
a  manner  as  possible. 

The  slightest  check  while  you  are  drawing  in  the 
line  should  be  instantly  answered  by  a  smart  strike, 
and  if  it  be  a  fish  he  should  be  held  tightly  for  the 
first  few  seconds.  Be  careful  when  the  fish  is 
coming  to  you ;  wind  in  quickly,  but  do  not  pull ; 
wait  until  he  turns,  and  is  going  from  you ;  then 
put  the  strain  on,  which,  together  with  his  struggles, 
will  embed  the  hook. 

Lessen  the  pressure  when  he  is  running  and 
rising,  as  it  may  be  that  the  run  will  end  in  a  leap. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  down  with  the  point  of 
your  rod  that  he  may  not  fall  on  a  taut  trace. 

After  this  you  have  only  to  exercise  care  and 
patience,  and  you  will  have  him. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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"EAKLY  DAYS." 


Somewhere  in  the  late  seventies  or  the  early 
eighties  two  "  grown-ups  "  and  a  very  small  boy 
walked  upon  the  old  Chain  Pier  at  Brighton. 
Conversation  turned  upon  historic  memories,  and 
was  doubtless  intended  to  be  educational  to  Young 
Hopeful ;  the  best  intentions  failed,  however,  and 
so  when  an  account  of  the  "Landing  of  George  III., 
and  his  reception  by  the  Townsfolk"  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  remark,  "  Look,  he's  got  another  !  " 
it  dawned  upon  the  elders  that  my  attention  had 
wandered  from  Courts  and  Royalty  to  a  boy  about 
my  own  size,  who  was  catching  dabs  with  every 
throw  of  his  line. 

"  Yes,"  said  my  uncle,  "I  see,  and  a  good  fish, 
too";  then,  returning  to  the  original  topic,  he 
continued,  "  the  trumpets  blazoned  forth  their 
welcome,  the  cheers  of  the  populace  rent  the  air, 
the  whole  scene  was  one  of  indescribable  magnifi- 
cence, and  " 

"  Uncle,  may  I  go  fishing,  please ;  let  me,  will 
you  ? "  I  begged. 

He  frowned  ;  a  keen  trout  and  salmon  angler,  the 
sea  had  never  entered  his  calculations. 

"  Let  him  try,"  pleaded  the  other  elderly ;  and 
five  minutes  later  saw  me  with  a  sixpenny  line  and 
some  bait  begged  from  the  dab  catcher  launched 
upon  what  has  since  proved  to  be  one  of  life's 
chiefest  joys — sea-fishing.  Looking  back  it  is 
impossible  to  chronicle  the  catches  of  those  early 
days  ;  fish  seemed  large  then  that  seem  small  now  ; 
pout  whiting,  the  mainstay  of  the  beginner,  have 
somewhat  lost  their  charm  ;  even  dabs,  that  could 
easily  be  clutched  in  one  small  hot  hand,  do  not 
appeal  as  they  did  ;  but  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  some  of  my  happiest  hours  have  been  spent 
upon  that  old  Chain  Pier.  For  fifteen  years  I 
fished  from  it,  till,  indeed,  a  week  before  that  fatal 
storm,  when  it  was  swept  away  in  less  than  an 
hour  by  the  remorseless  sea.  I  knew  it  every  inch, 
where  to  go  at  high  tide,  half-tide,  low  tide ;  sport 
was  so  varied  that  one  might  be  nearly  always 
certain  of  a  good  bag  ;  if  the  flat-fish  were  not 
about,  then  the  whiting  would  be.  Failing  these, 
there  were  bass,  conger,  pollack,  and  grey  mullet, 
each  in  their  own  particular  spot ;  amongst  the 
weed-grown  piles  the  shoals  of  mullet  lived,  difScult 
of  capture,  but  well  worth  the  trying ;  nearer  shore, 
half-way  along  the  pier,  were  chalk  rocks,  rugged 
and  sharp  edged,  costly  and  dangerous  for  tackle, 
the  home  of  conger  and  big  bass  ;  pollack  haunted 
it  all  the  year  round,  shifting  with  the  tide,  always 
to  be  found  where  the  water  raced  its  fastest— rare 
fun  these  gave  on  the  fine  gear  necessary  for  their 
capture.  I  well  remember  my  first  one,  over  21b.  he 
went,  and  was  caught  undeniably  more  by  good 
luck  than  by  management. 

It  was  during  my  second  week's  fishing.  I  had 
persuaded  the  "  old  folk "  to  let  me  go  below 
whilst  they  promenaded  round  the  bandstand  or 
looked  through  the  pier  telescope.  The  lower  deck, 
built  of  wooden  beams,  was  at  one  time  boarded 
over,  but  successive  storms  had  torn  away  the 
flooring,  leaving  only  the  skeleton  ribs,  and  between 
these  it  was  possible  to  lower  the  line  to  the  rocks 
below.  Here  I  frequently  made  a  good  basket  of 
pout  whiting  ;  often  when  peering  down  into  the 
clear  water  I  had  seen  great  shadowy  forms  flit 
to  and  fro.  Oh  !  the  excitement  of  those  moments. 
"  Would  they  bite?  "  Alas,  no  !  the  thick  hemp 
line  and  hooks  on  snooding  were  not  for  such  as 
they,  and  so  they  would  swim  round  and  past  my 
bait  with  annoying  regularity,  but  to-day  "  a  strange 
thing  happened."  In  paying  out  the  line  it  hitched 
m  the  rough  woodwork,  and  the  bait  was  thus 
held  in  mid-water.  I  was  shaking  it  violently  to 
release  it  when  suddenly  there  came  a  sharp  tug, 
and  then  such  a  pulling,  darting,  and  rushing  here 
and  there  as  I  have  never  known.  I  was  fighting 
my  first  pollack.  Straight  for  the  piles  he  made, 
and  once  there  I  knew  the  line  would  hang 
up  or  cut  on  the  sharp  barnacles.  Well,  with 
tackle  such  as  mine  there  was  no  need  for  play,  so 
I  hauled  him  willy-nilly  up  to  the  flooring,  but 
here  a  difficulty  awaited  me— he  was  too  big  to 
come  through  the  bars  ! 

The  boy's  conscience  is  an  easy  one,  and  could  I 
have  but  broken  that  woodwork  it  would  have  been 
done  instantly,  but  the  builders  of  earlier  days 
frustrated  me,  and  the  old  pier  remained  unyielding. 
Meantime,  the  fish  suspended  in  mid-air  kicked  and 
jumped  unceasingly,  and  I  could  see  the  hook  was 
gradually  loosening.  It  was  a  terrible  moment- 
there  was  only  one  thing  to  do.    Making  the  line 


fast,  and  with  a  borrowed  crab-net  hung  over  my 
head,  both  hands  were  wanted  for  personal  safety, 
I  climbed  over  the  railing  and  away  under  the  pier, 
working  along  a  beam  all  awash  with  the  tide.  What 
would  my  unconscious  relatives,  happily  sunning 
themselves  on  the  upper  deck,  have  said  I  wonder  ? 
At  last  I  came  to  my  fish  ;  to  kneel  on  the  beam, 
unheeding  the  cuts  and  pain  from  the  barnacles, 
was  the  work  of  an  instant.  Then  holding  on  with 
one  hand  I  imshipped  the  crab-net,  cut  the  line, 
and  a  moment  later  the  fish  was  my  very  own. 
Wet,  with  cut  hands,  knees,  and  knickerbockers, 
but  triumphant,  and  with  the  pollack  flapping  in 
the  net,  I  appeared  upon  the  upper  deck. 

"  Look  I  "  I  shouted  ;  "  look  I  "  The  pier  band 
could  not  vie  with  the  sensation  my  arrival  caused ; 
they  stopped  playing,  and,  I  presume,  "  looked." 
I  remember  throwing  the  fish  in  the  lap  of  my 
aunt's  lady  friend,  and  her  subsequent  screams  at 
its  every  jump.  I  remember  the  rap  from  my 
aunt's  parasol — an  old-fashioned  one  with  a  large 
ivory  knob — a  weapon  of  precision  greatly  to  be 
respected.  I  remember  the  crowd  attracted  by  the 
screams  and  the  general  admiration  of  the  fish; 
and  I  remember  the  "  blow-out  "  given  me  by  my 
delighted  uncle  and  selected  by  me  from  a  mis- 
cellaneous stall  kept  by  an  old  lady  on  the  pier — a 
stall  where  sweets,  cakes,  fossils,  tackle,  views  of 
Brighton,  and  bait  struggled  for  supremacy.  Oh, 
it  is  a  day  of  memories  indeed ;  it  is  the  day  that 
made  me  a  fisherman.  I  remember  the  persever- 
ance with  which  I  begged,  borrowed,  and  scraped 
enough  together  to  buy  a  rod  and  line.  These 
obtained,  and  with  some  hooks,  an  old  cast  or  two 
from  my  uncle's  fly-book,  and  a  creel  my  aunt  gave 
me,  I  was  the  best  equipped  boy-angler  on  the 
pier,  and  the  envy  of  them  all. 

And  what  an  impetus  my  fish  gave  to  trade. 
Other  and  better  fish  were  frequently  caught,  but 
they  did  not  receive  the  same  publicity.  Never 
had  the  old  lady  sold  so  much  tackle  ;  visitors 
with  children  were  worried  into  buying  sixpenny 
and  shilling  hand-lines  fitted  with  mackerel 
spinners  and  bass  flies  in  all  the  glory  of  tinsel  and 
red  feathers — which  same  spinners  I  have  seen 
carefully  baited  and  hung  over  the  pier  with  non- 
success  by  the  hour  together  by  the  confiding 
purchasers,  and  which  must  have  damped  the 
ardour  of  many  a  would-be  angler.  Never  was 
there  such  a  demand  for  bait,  hooks,  leads,  and  all 
the  impedimenta  of  the  sea  fisherman.  I  had 
given  a  fillip  to  trade  that  the  old  lady  never  forgot, 
and  below  deck  never  were  there  so  many  anglers, 
nor  had  the  habitues  ever  had  so  many  lines  thrown 
over  their  own  or  been  pestered  by  so  many  ques- 
tions as  to  probable  sport.  Oh,  it  was,  indeed,  a 
day  of  days  that  July  afternoon  when  I  caught  the 
big  poUack. 

How  well  I  remember  the  old  pier,  its  wooden 
railings,  scored  deep  with  the  lines  of  many  years, 
its  rugged  woodwork  battered  by  countless  storms, 
the  curious  stone  deck,  the  sundial  and  the  signal 
gun ;  the  old  green  painted  seats,  sheltered  from 
the  wind,  where  we  sat  and  listened  to  the  band 
enclosed  in  bent  iron  railings,  the  quaint  turrets 
built  at  intervals  along  its  length,  where  old-time 
folk  sold  pebbles,  shell  boxes,  links  and  brooches 
of  agate  and  amber,  mugs  with  "  For  a  good  Boy  " 
on  them,  and  all  the  curious  flotsam  and  jetsam 
that  drifts  from  the  high-class  shops  on  the  parade, 
to  find,  I  fear,  long  resting-place  on  the  pier 
vendors'  counters.  In  one  turret  I  remember  was 
a  man  with  a  troup  of  performing  fleas,  whose 
escape  and  recaptui-e  formed  an  incident  in  one  of 
my  summer  day's  fishing.  It  was  luncheon  time, 
and  the  pier  deserted,  save  for  the  fishermen,  when 
an  excited  Frenchman  appeared  among  us.  "  Ze 
fleas  zey  'ave  rim  avay,"  he  said ;  "  you,  saires,  will 
you  'elp  me  to  find  zem,  I  beg?  "  It  would  be  a 
novelty,  we  thought,  and  the  poor  fellow  really 
seemed  distressed,  so  several  of  us  volimteered  to 
join  in  the  hunt.  "  You  come  wis  me  zen,  please." 
We  went,  and  he  led  us  to  the  turret,  where  we  all 
sat  round  on  the  floor  and  waited.  In  a  few 
minutes,  "  I've  got  one,"  someone  said.  I  need 
not  enter  into  details ;  suflice  it  to  say  that  in 
half  an  hour  we  had  recaptured  the  entii-e  collection, 
and  had  received  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  "  pro- 
prietaire  "  and  free  admission  to  the  performance. 
We  all  hurried  back  to  our  rods — half  an  hour  was 
a  good  deal  to  loge  in  those  days  of  limited  fishing. 
Our  virtue  was  not  unrewarded — every  rod  had 
something  on ;  for  myself  two  good  plaice,  which 
will  usually  hook  themselves  if  left  alone.  Yes, 
the  dear  old  pier  is  gone,  perished  in  the  great 


storm,  but  it  is  good  to  think  it  died  fighting.  East 
and  west  the  mighty  oak  beams  went,  crashing 
into  the  sea  railway  on  one  side  and  the  West  Pier 
on  the  other.  In  my  room  is  a  block  of  old  timber, 
barnacled,  studded  close  with  nails,  still  with  a 
shred  of  sea-weed  clinging  to  it ;  I  found  it  the 
morning  after  cast  far  up  the  beach  above  high- 
water  mark  by  the  gi-eat  waves  that  had  worked 
its  destruction.  Nothing  remains  now  save,  at  low 
tide,  a  broken  pile  or  two,  black  and  jagged, 
peeping  out  of  the  blue  sea,  marking  what  once 
was,  but  now  is  gone  for  all  time.  At  the  tar  end  is 
a  buoy — I  have  anchored  and  fished  there  for  old 
time's  sake,  but  the  fish  of  those  early  days  have 
vanished,  there  are  none  there  now ;  they  seem  to 
have  gone  even  as  the  old  glories  of  the  place  have 
long  since  departed.  Egbert  Stanley, 


OVEK  EIGHTY  SCOTTISH  SALMON 
WATERS  OPEN  ON  FEB.  11. 


The  results  already  obtained  on  the  Tay,  Loch 
Tay,  and  tributaries  bid  fair  to  prove  that  the 
season  is  to  be  an  early  if  not  a  prolific  one.  In 
spite  of  the  cold  weather — and  it  was  desperately 
so  last  week — good  sport  has  been  got  on  those 
reaches  already  open,  except  in  some  of  the  far 
north  streams.  The  Tay  system  has  been  in 
capital  form. 

The  cold  snap  has  come,  and  let  us  hope  that  it 
is  either  going,  or  has  gone ;  but  while  I  write  I 
am  looking  out  on  the  Dee  whose  banks  on  its 
lower  waters  are  piled  high  with  the  accumulations 
of  ten  days  of  the  most  bitter  frost  experienced 
these  past  forty  years.  It  has  been  severe.  The 
thermometer  for  six  days  on  end  has  registered 
from  twenty- eight  to  thirty  degrees  of  frost  over- 
night, and  at  noonday  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
degrees  of  frost  have  been  the  maximum  reading. 
In  the  Shetlands  the  storm  there  reached  such  a 
height  as  was  never  before  seen  in  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  fisherman,  dead  fish  being  thrown  up  on 
the  shores  and  sands  in  such  numbers  and  of  all 
kinds,  a  sight  to  make  the  angels  weep  in  the  eyes 
of  anglers.*  Happily  the  record  of  lives  lost  is  not 
the  long  one  which  so  often  comes  to  hand  after  a 
storm. 

With  the  advent  of  a  storm  the  fish  on  the  coast 
either  make  ofi"  to  quieter  spots  in  the  ocean  or  else 
run  inland,  and  from  evidences  to  hand  there  was  a 
heavy  head  of  early  fish  taking  to  the  Dee  and 
kindred  streams  for  some  weeks  prior  to  the  cold 
snap.  They  were  observed  close  inshore  by  fisher- 
men preparing  their  j)lant  for  the  coming 
spring. 

The  cold  snap  has  come  just  at  the  proper  time. 
The  rivers  are  ice-bo\md,  but  better  that  than  that 
the  bulk  of  the  spring  migration  should  have  been 
beyond  the  bulk  of  the  anglers  when  the  season 
opens  next  week. 

For  some  sixty  miles  of  the  Dee,  as  the  crow 
flies,  fresh  fish  were  observed  prior  to  the  advent  of 
the  "  cold  snap,"  and  as  other  streams  have  shared 
as  favourably,  or  in  like  proportion,  the  check  thus 
given  will  be  beneficial  to  all. 

If  the  salmon  sometimes  sufi'er  from  the  rivers 
freezing  up  for  weeks,  what  about  the  other  denizens 
of  the  stream.  The  trout  take  refuge  in  the  deepest 
salmon  pools  behind  the  bigger  fish.  They  live 
seciurely  there  watching  for  every  chance  minnow. 
We  have  seen  salmon  and  trout  in  this  relative 
position  often,  and  always  observed  the  bigger  fish 
in  front.  An  eel  can  "  do  "  for  fifty  newly  hatched 
out  salmon  fry  in  a  few  minutes'  gorging,  and  a 
pike  can  stow  away  two  or  three  dozen  fry  parr  or 
smolts  for  his  breakfast  any  morning.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  know  that  the  pike  can  and  does  go  for 
the  eel  when  he  gets  the  chance.  All  sorts  of  fish 
food  sufier  from  the  cold  snap.  The  Don,  a  late 
river  at  the  best,  will  be  somewhat  later  now,  but 
the  purification  of  its  lower  reaches  of  kelts  and 
fungoid  fish  will  save  the  water-bailift's  much  labour 
in  pulling  out  the  dead  carcases,  and  after  all  they 
may  just  as  well  be  waslied  out  to  sea  where  the 
spores  and  zoo-spores  will  have  no  chance  of 
germinating,  than  when  the  fungoid  fish  are 
foolishly  buried  on  the  bank,  where  the  germs  of 
the  disease  will  get  washed  back  to  the  river  with 
the  first  big  floods,  all  because  it  is  too  much 
trouble  either  to  burj'  or  burn  the  fish.    The  cold 

*  Angels  weeping  in  the  eyes  of  anglers '.  must  be  rather 
inconvenient. — Ed. 
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snap,  in  more  senses  than  one,  is  a  blessing  in 
disgxiise,  and  if  not  prolonged  too  far  or  repeated 
is  a  welcome  change  to  the  early  spring  angler 
who  has  all  his  time  before  him  and  the  bulk  of 
the  fish  not  yet  gone  through.  G.  M. 

[Glad  somebody  finds  this  "  cold  snap "  a 
welcome  change.— Ed.] 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  ;page  73.) 

CHAPTER  III. 

The  Cabinet  Aquarium. 

An  arrangement  called  the  "  cabinet  aquarium  " 
is  exceedingly  interesting  and  instructive.  It 
consists  of  a  kind  of  backless  bookcase,  upon 
the  shelves  of  which  are  placed  small  aquaria 
containing  such  aquatic  plants  and  animals  as 
are  unsuitable,  owing  to  various  reasons,  for  the 
general  tank.  These  shelves  should  be  strong,  and 
so  constructed  that  thej'  will  stand  quite  firmly. 
They  may  be  made  of  almost  any  kind  of  wood, 
and  in  either  a  plain  or  an  ornamental  manner,  as 
the  taste  of  the  aquarium-keeper  may  dictate  or  his 
purse  allow.  They  may  also  be  constructed  to 
stand  upon  the  floor,  or  upon  a  table.  Care  should 
be  taken,  however,  that  the  shelves  are  at  different 
distances  apart,  the  greatest  space  being  between 
the  first  two  shelves  counting  from  the  bottom. 
Shelves  thus  arranged  will  hold  vessels  of  various 
sizes. 

The  most  suitable  position  for  the  cabinet 
aquarium  is  about  six  feet  from  the  window,  and 
out  of  reach  of  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  Then, 
if  the  stand  has  been  wisely  built,  the  contents  of 
the  aquaria  can  be  easily  watched  without  any 
inconvenience. 

No  shelf  should  be  so  low  as  to  occasion  stooping 
on  the  part  of  the  aquarium-keeper,  or  so  high  as 
to  necessitate  his  standing  upon  a  chair  or  stool. 
If  the  stand  is  required  to  hold  very  many  vessels, 
it  should  be  long  rather  than  too  high  or  too  low. 
A  cabinet  aquarium,  if  properly  arranged  and  cared 
for,  is  rather  an  ornament  in  a  room.  It  will 
impede  hardly  any  light  when  placed  at  right 
angles  to  a  window. 

None  but  those  who  have  possessed  some  such 
arrangement  as  a  cabinet  aquarium  can  readily 
understand  how  much  interest  and  instruction  it  is 
able  to  afford.  Some  change  or  other  is  always 
taking  place  in  the  various  aquaria,  and  thus  there 
is  continually  a  fresh  lesson  to  be  learnt  or  a  new 
wonder  whereat  to  be  astonished.  As  nearly  all 
the  little  tanks  can  be  made  more  or  less  self- 
supporting,  a  very  small  amount  of  trouble  will  be 
required  in  their  management.  If  the  shelves  are 
made  to  stand  upon  the  floor  of  the  room,  and  not 
upon  a  table,  a  small  cupboard  or  a  drawer  or  two 
may  be  contrived  beneath  the  lowest  shelf,  which 
will  be  very  convenient  for  holding  siphons,  nets, 
cans,  and  the  like. 

An  arrangement  of  a  simpler  kind  than  that  just 
described  can  be  made  by  placing  a  jMece  of  strong 
board  lengthwise  across  any  large  tank  which  has 
slate  or  wooden  ends.  Such  a  board  will  hold 
several  small  aquaria.  If  it  be  of  a  fair  length, 
three  small  inverted  propagating-glasses  may  be 
placed  upon  it  at  equal  distances  apart,  the  middle 
glass  being  a  little  larger  than  the  other  two,  chiefly 
for  the  sake  of  appearance.  The  glasses  will  stand 
quite  firmly  if  the  knob  of  each  is  inserted  through 
a  hole  made  in  the  board.  There  may  also  be 
room  for  other  and  smaller  aquaria  between  the 
glasses.  Little  oblong  tanks  might  be  used,  and 
with  advantage,  instead  of  the  propagating-glasses. 

The  vessels  of  the  cabinet  aquarium  may  be 
either  rectangular  or  round — the  former  shape,  for 
several  reasons,  being  the  more  suitable;  but  whether 
they  are  square  or  round,  there  should  certainly  be 
some  uniformity  among  them.  Propagating-glasses 
of  various  sizes  can  always  be  used  in  the  cabinet 
aquarium  by  fixing  them  as  just  described.  A 
great  disadvantage  of  these  glasses  is  that  they  so 
much  distort  the  objects  which  they  contain ; 
but  if  they  are  used  it  is  wise  to  have  a  few  common 
stands  at  hand  for  them,  which  will  be  convenient 
in  ease  the  glasses  have  occasionally  to  be  moved. 
The  stands  can  be  easily  and  cheaply  made.  For 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with  many  new 
illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  h\  arran-'e- 
inent  with  .Mr.  Upcutt  (iill. 


instance,  a  piece  of  wood  about  6in.  square,  having 
a  hole  big  enough  to  receive  the  knob  of  the  glasses 
bored  in  the  centre,  and  also  having  two  strips  of 
wood  (lin.  thick)  nailed  across  two  opposite  ends, 
will  be  quite  as  firm  as  the  ordinary  turned  stand ; 
or  a  small  and  strong  wooden  box,  with  a  hole  cut 
in  the  middle  of  the  lid,  or  if  there  be  no  lid, 
through  the  bottom,  will  answer  the  purpose  very 
well.  In  the  latter  case,  the  box  must  be  inverted, 
of  course. 

Various  cheap  glass  bottles  or  jars  are  useful  for 
the  cabinet  aquarium.  For  example,  the  jam  or 
fruit  jars  made  by  Messrs.  G.  Clark  and  Co.,  of 
Bordeaux,  are  of  fah-ly  clear  glass,  wide-mouthed, 
neckless,  neatly-shaped,  and  provided  with  lids, 
which,  when  perforated  with  small  holes,  make 
excellent  covers.  Of  course,  there  are  other  vessels 
equally  suitable  for  the  cabinet  acjuarium,  and 
those  of  Messrs.  Clark  are  only  referred  to  in  order 
that  some  idea  may  be  given  of  what  kind  to  use. 
The  long  clear  glasses  used  by  confectioners  for 
the  exhibition  of  sweetmeats  in  their  windows  can 
be  utilised  with  advantage  for  such  purposes  as  the 
cultivation  of  certain  aquatic  plants  and  some 
animals.  There  are  other  bottles,  too,  generally 
iised  also  by  confectioners  for  keeping  their  goods 
in,  but  not  for  showing  them.  These  are  made  of 
coarser  glass  than  those  just  mentioned,  and  they 
also  possess  the  disadvantage  of  having  a  short 
neck  and  a  mouth  of  a  much  less  diameter  than  the 
rest  of  the  bottle.  The  neck  and  mouth,  however, 
can  be  cut  off  by  a  simple  method,  which  will  be 
explained.  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  great  draw- 
back to  all  bottles  and  the  like  for  aquarium  pur- 
poses, and  this  is  that  their  depth  is  much  too 
great  in  proportion  to  their  width.    Still,  there  are 


Fig.  31.  Easily  and  Cheaply-made  Insect  Aquarium. 


circumstances  under  which  they  are  more  useful 
than  wider  and  shallower  vessels. 

Rectangular  aquaria  are  by  far  the  best  for  the 
cabinet  and  other  purposes.  Small  ones,  such  as 
that  illustrated  at  Fig.  31,  can  be  easily,  cheaply, 
and  quickly  made,  according  to  the  following 
directions : 

For  the  bottom  (E),  procure  a  piece  of  well- 
seasoned  board  lin.  in  thickness  of  any  size  up  to 
16in.  long  and  12in.  wide.  No  tank  which  is 
intended  for  the  cabinet  aquarium  should  be 
broader  than  the  shelf  of  the  cabinet  upon  which 
it  is  to  stand. 

Cut  four  strips  of  stout  zinc  lin.  wide,  and  of  any 
length  up  to  Bin.  long. 

Bend  these  four  pieces  of  zinc  lengthwise  at 
right  angles.  This  may  be  done  by  the  help  of  a 
carpenter's  ordinary  vice,  or  by  hammering  half  of 
the  zinc  over  the  square  edge  of  a  hard  piece  of 
board.  A  line  should  be  made  down  the  middle  of 
the  strips  to  guide  the  bending,  which  ought  to  be 
quite  correct. 

Make  at  nearly  the  extremity  of  one  end,  by 
means  of  a  small  awl,  two  holes,  one  through  each 
side  of  the  zinc  moulding,  for  the  wire  as  repre- 
sented at  D  D. 

Before  nailing  a  piece  of  the  moulding  to  each 
comer  of  the  board  which  is  intended  for  the 
bottom  of  the  aquarium,  a  small  portion  of  the 
wood  should  be  cut  away  so  that  the  zinc  moulding 
may  be  let  in  until  it  is  quite  flush  with  the  edge 
of  the  board. 

Cut  a  strip  of  zinc  IJin.  wide  and  so  long  that  it 
will  go  exactly  round  the  edges  of  the  board  for  the 
bottom  (B  B). 

Nail  one  piece  of  the  zinc  moulding  at  each 
corner  of  the  board  in  the  place  cut  for  it  (A  A). 
See  that  it  is  quite  upright.  Use  small  French 
nails,  and  hammer  them  well  into  the  zinc.  One 
nail  at  each  side  of  the  moulding  will  be  sufficient. 


Nail  the  piece  of  zinc,  which  has  been  cut  IJin. 
wide,  quite  round  the  edge  of  the  wood  for  the 
bottom.  The  zinc  to  the  height  of  iin.  should 
come  above  the  board.  The  nails  ought  to  be  put 
through  the  centre  of  the  zinc.  If  the  tank  is  not 
more  than  6in.  long,  three  French  nails  in  each 
side  will  be  enough  ;  one  nail  at  each  end,  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  uprights,  and  one  in  the  middle. 

Window-glass  should  now  be  cut  to  fit  the  frame 
just  made,  and  put  in  its  place  (C  C).  The  glass 
ought'  to  just  reach  the  holes  in  the  zinc  made  for 
the  wire. 

Draw  four  pieces  of  thin  copper  or  brass  wire 
tightly  through  the  holes  made  for  it,  and  fasten 
it  neatly  (D).  Copper  wire  must  be  well  stretched 
before  it  is  used.  The  wire  should  then  hold  the 
glass  sides  in  their  places. 

Melt  in  a  tin  saucer  over  a  lamp  four  parts  pitch 
and  one  part  gutta-percha.  The  pitch  ^and  gutta- 
percha must  be  well  mixed  before  it  is  fit  for  use. 
It  should  boil  for  some  little  time  and  be  stirred 
with  a  small  iron  spoon.  Instead  of  the  pitch  and 
gutta-percha  one  of  the  following  cements  may  be 
used,  viz. :  One  part  pitch,  one  part  resin,  and 
a  little  boiled  oil  —  this  last  in  the  proportion 
of  a  tablespoonful  to  ^Ib.  pitch— boiled  and  well 
mixed  together,  or  cement  No.  6,  p.  73. 

Take  what  is  already  made  of  the  aquarium  and 
hold  it  in  the  left  hand.  In  the  right  hand  take  a 
spoonful  of  the  boiling  cement  and  allow  it  to  cool 
a  little  for  a  moment  or  two,  or  it  will  crack  the 
glass.  Then  put  the  spoonful  of  cement  into  one 
corner  of  the  aquarium,  and  having  returned  the 
spoon  to  the  saucer,  with  both  hands  tilt  the 
aquarium  carefully,  so  that  the  cement  will  run 
just  at  the  junction  of  two  pieces  of  glass,  up  to 
the  top  of  the  aquarium  and  then 
down  again.  Continue  to  do  this  until 
the  cement  ceases  to  flow.  If  this  be 
well  done,  the  cement  will  not  be 
seen  beyond  the  edges  of  the  moulding. 
Treat  all  the  corners  in  the  same  way, 
but  do  not  begin  a  second  corner  until 
the  first  is  quite  firm.  This  cement 
sets  very  quickly.  "When  all  the 
comers  have  been  cemented,  with  the 
spoon  pour  sufficient  of  the  mixture 
on  the  bottom  to  cover  it,  and  then 
the  aquarium,  after  standing  an  hour, 
will  be  ready  for  use. 

After  a  little  practice,  several 
aquaria,  such  as  the  one  just  described, 
can  be  made  in  a  morning.  If  carefully 
constructed,  they  look  very  neat,  and 
will  not  leak,  unless  perhaps  when 
placed  for  a  long  time  within  reach  of  the  rays  of  a 
very  hot  sun— a  position  which  is  not  fit  for  any 
aquarium.  Even  under  these  circumstances  prob- 
ably the  tank  would  not  leak  at  all,  but  the  pitch 
would  begin  to  melt.  The  zinc-work  of  these  small 
cabinet  aquaria  may  be  painted  with  Brunswick- 
black  or  with  Aspinall's  Enamel.  Instead  of  the 
pitch-cement,  mixed  red  and  white  lead  can  be 
substituted,  and  after  it  is  quite  dry  covered  with 
Aspinall's  Bath  Enamel.  When  the  red  and  white 
lead  are  used  the  aquarium  must  be  well  soaked 
before  it  is  stocked. 

Tanks  made  according  to  the  above  directions 
should  not  be  of  greater  dimensions  than  16in.long, 
12in.  wide,  and  5in.  deep.  Those  of  the  largest 
size  should  be  placed  on  the  bottom  shelf  of  the 
cabinet.  In  fact,  these  tanks  ought  to  be  con- 
structed according  to  the  shelves,  and  should  stand 
at  least  2in.  apart  when  placed  in  position,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  easily  moved. 

(To  he  continued.) 


"  SMITH  OF  GUMFEESTON.' 
ANGLER,  PARSON,  AND  ECCENTRIC. 


Have  you  ever  wandered  in  that  old  world 
county  Pembrokeshire?  If  so,  you  must  have 
heard  much  about  cromlechs,  stone-circles,  and 
other  subjects  dear  to  antiquaries,  and  you  can 
hardly  have  failed  to  hear  something  of  "  Smith  of 
Gumfreston,"  the  angling,  nature-loving,  outspoken 
parson  who  enjoyed  a  reputation  as  "an  oddity  " 
equal  to  that  of  Sidney  Smith  or  Rowland  Hill, 
that  is  in  his  own  locality,  for  Smith  was  one  of 
the  few  prophets  not  without  honour  in  his  own 
country.  Gumfreston  is  still  a  quaint  little  place,  a 
few  cottages  cluster  round  the  little  old  church,  whose 
ivy  covered  tower  looks  as  if  it  could  stand  "  a  sort 
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of  warfare."  The  landscape  all  around  has  many 
interesting  features.  There  are  bold  headlands  and 
pretty  lanes.  Marshes  and  pools  are  lined  with  the 
mallow  and  the  iris  and  daffodils,  violets,  honey- 
suckle, and  whitethorn  scent  the  balmy  air. 
Content  amid  simple  surroundings  "  Smith  of 
Gumfreston  "  administered  to  the  spiritual  wants 
of  a  tiny  population  for  about  fif  tj'  years.  Antiquary 
and  archieologist,  he  was  no  dry-as-dust  delver  into 
the  histories  and  mysteries  of  the  past.  He  loved 
men,  women  and  children,  horses  and  dogs,  birds, 
beasts  and  fishes.  Oh,  how  he  loved  fishes ! 
Sweetly  would  he  quote  the  words  of  his  beloved 
Izaak  Walton,  "  When  I  M  ould  beget  content  and 
increase  confidence  in  the  power  and  wisdom  and 
providence  of  God  Almighty,  I  will  walk  the 
meadows  by  some  gliding  stream,  and  there  con- 
template the  lilies  that  take  no  care,  and  those 
very  many  other  \  arious  little  living  creatures  that 
are  not  only  created  but  fed  (man  knoweth  not 
how)  by  the  goodness  of ^the  God  of  nature,  and 
therefore  trust  in  Him." 

He  loved  his  pigeons,  his  bees,  his  flowers,  and 
with  his  friend,  Birkett  of  St.  Florence,  he  loved 
to  go  down  to  the  river  and  catch  fish.  He  had 
plenty  of  gold  ui  the  sunset,  plenty  of  silver  in  the 
sheen  of  the  placid  stream,  and  he  felt  himself 
passing  rich  on  an  income  which  to  some  would 
spell  starvation.  He  never  doubted  the  goodness 
of  Providence  either  for  Time  or  Eternity.  He 
thought  as  Frank  Buckland  said,  that  God  who  is 
so  good  to  little  fishes  will  not  suffer  man  to  suffer 
shipwreck  at  the  last  day. 

Angling,  "the  contemplative  man's  recreation," 
made  "  Smith  of  Gumfreston  "  thoughtful  and  self- 
contained.  He  had  little  sympathy  with  idle 
chatter,  small  talk,  or  vapid  curiosity.  The  man 
wholvisited  him  to  see  "  a  character"  would  perhaps 
have  the  door  shut  in  his  face,  but  with  the  student 
of  nature  he  would  dig  and  delve  for  fossils  like 
any  day  labourer,  he  would  go  bird-nesting  with 
the  zest  of  a  truant  schoolboy,  and  he  would  show 
the  best  swims  and  the  most  likely  place  for  a  big 
pike  or  chub  with  generous  unselfishness.  He 
would  remove  a  fish  from  its  native  element  with 
boyish  glee,  but  he  loved  flowers  so  well  that  much 
coaxing  and  wheedling  had  to  be  used  to  get  one 
of  his  lovely  roses.  "  No,  no,"  he  would  say. 
"  Pluck  a  rose,  and  you  cannot  make  it  grow 
again.  Why  idly  cut  short  the  life  of  a 
flower  ?  " 

Always  up  at  five  in  the  morning  he  laboured 
hard  to  instruct  and  help  all  around  him  and  was 
never  remiss  in  giving  a  sharp,  if  needed,  rebuke. 
The  swearer,  who  gained  nothing  by  his  vice,  he 
called  a  fish  which  bites  at  a  naked  hook,  and  he 
allowed  his  dog  to  go  to  Church  as  it  was  "  a  better 
Christian  than  half  his  parishioners."  Let  me  quote 
from  Mr.  Huntingdon  who  has  written  a  charming 
little  biography  of  his  friend.  "  Such  as  Smith 
was,  we  shall  never  see  his  like  again.  He  belonged 
to  a  past  order  of  things  ;  one  of  those  whose  youth 
was  spent  before  railways  invaded  the  seclusion  of 
out-of-the-way  places.  All  his  surroundings  helped 
to  intensify  his  strong  individuality. 

'  Remote  from  towns  he  ran  his  godly  race, 
Nor  e'er  had  changed,  nor  wished  to  change  his 
place.' 

Simple  in  an  age  of  ever-growing  luxury,  primi- 
tive in  an  age  of  pretentiousness,  endowed  with  the 
power  of  digesting  and  assimilating  stores  of  know- 
ledge, when  others  skip  or  skim  the  surface  of  some 
of  the  numerous  shallow  works  with  which  "the 
lighter  literatiu-e  of  the  day  is  flooded,  he  never 
named  a  book  he  had  not  read,  nor  a  subject  he  did 
not  understand." 

In  spite  of  his  oddities,  he  was  loved  by  all  who 
had  the  wit  to  understand  him.  The  angler  who 
finds  himself  in  the  "  Palmyra  of  the  west  "  should 
not  fail  to  try  and  hear  some  story  of  the  man  who 
loved  nature  in  Pembrokeshire  as  Gilbert  White 
loved  it  in  Selborne.  Everything  the  angler  hears 
about  the  dear  old  parson  will  make  him  wish  that 
he  had  a  day's  fishing  with  "  Smith  of  Gumfreston." 

Felix  Pennb. 


Lyra  PISCATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Piles,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  Is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Oaiden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2i.  6d 


STKAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 

(Continued  from  page  77.) 

Salmon  and  Sea-Trout. 
The  heads  of  those  sea-lochs  which  form  the 
embouchures  of  favourite  salmon  rivers  often 
become  the  temporary  resting  places  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  which  are  not  unfrequently  weather- 
bound there  for  weeks  together,  being  prevented 
by  want  of  water  from  ascending  the  river  for  which 
they  were  making.  The  fish  meanwhile  continuing 
to  flock  in,  such  a  loch  after  a  long  spell  of  dry 
weather  sometimes  swarms  with  them  in  a  manner 
scarcely  credible.  I  know  of  one,  the  precise 
locality  of  which  I  trust  I  shall  be  forgiven  for 
not  pointing  out — 

There  is  a  stream,  I  name  not  its  name,  lest  itinerant 
tourist 

Hunt  it  and  make  it  a  lion,  and  get  it  at  last  into 
guide-books. 

(dough's  "  Bothie.") 

where,  under  such  circumstances,  I  have  seen  the 
salmon  and  sea-trout  congregated  in  fabulous 
quantities.  Some  idea  of  their  numbers  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  in  the  month  of  July, 
when  they  throw  themselves  out  of  the  water  more 
than  they  do  later  in  the  season,  I  several  times 
tried  whether  I  could  count  ten  between  the  appear- 
ance of  any  two  fish,  and  on  every  occasion  was 
interrupted  before  I  could  get  to  the  "  ten  "  by  the 
splash  of  a  salmon.  At  these  times  they  appear  to 
be  almost  regardless  of  the  presence  of  a  boat,  and 
will  throw  themselves  out  of  the  water  right  under 
the  oars.  I  found  it  a  matter  of  positive  difficulty 
to  restrain  myself  when  fishing  for  sea-trout  from 
hitting  at  them  with  my  rod  as  they  "walloped" 
up  under  it  within  four  or  five  feet  of  me.  A  good 
sea-trout  about  the  same  time  measured  his  distance 
so  badly  as  actually  to  jump  into  a  boat  close  to 
mine.  The  sea-trout  may  when  there  is  a  slight 
breeze  be  caught  in  great  numbers  with  the  fly  in 
this  brackish  water.  Salmon,  however,  will  rarely 
take  it  there,  but  under  favourable  circumstances 
such  a  thing  is  by  no  means  unknown.  I  believe  I 
am  correct  in  saying  that  in  this  loch  three  salmon 
(or  grilse)  were  killed  in  one  day  by  the  same  rod 
in  the  month  of  June. 

An  Odd  Teio — Disease  in  Salmon. 

A  friend  of  mine,  whilst  fishing  for  sea-trout  in 
the  same  loch,  brought  up  at  once  on  his  three  flies 
a  sea-trout,  a  codling,  and  a  cuddy,  certainly  not  a 
common  occurrence. 

I  have  been  informed  by  people  living  on  the 
spot  that  salmon,  if  detained  for  a  lengthened  period 
in  the  salt-water  waiting  for  a  "  spate,"  sometimes 
become  subject  to  an  affection  of  the  head,  first 
manifesting  itself  by  a  small  white  spot  on  it,  and 
subsequently  producing  blindness,  numbers  having 
been  known  to  die  from  this  cause.  The  flesh  is 
said  not  to  be  affected  by  this  disease,  but  to  remain 
perfectJy  good  for  the  table. 

Artificial  Spate. 

A  gentleman  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and 
who  rents  a  river  running  into  the  head  of  a  loch 

in  shire,  thought  it  would  be  possible  by  an 

artificial  spate  to  induce  any  salmon  which  might 
be  waiting  for  a  natural  one  to  ascend  his  river. 
Accordingly  he  had  a  large  dam  constructed  across 
it,  so  as  to  head  back  a  considerable  quantity  of 
water.  Some  weeks  ot  dry  weather  ensued,  during 
which  his  fishing  was  at  a  standstill,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring farmers  took  advantage  of  the  pool  thus 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  washing  their  sheep,  for 
which  operation  it  afforded  a  convenient  filace. 
At  length  his  patience  became  exhausted,  and  a 
number  of  salmon  having  become  congregated  at 
the  head  of  the  loch,  he  caused  the  sluice  of  his 
dam  to  be  raised,  and  down  rushed  his  spate. 
Instead,  however,  of  the  salmon  taking  advantage 
of  it  to  ascend  his  river,  they,  disgusted  at  the 
foulness  and  staleness  of  the  water,  turned  tail  and 
retreated  before  it,  the  proof  being  that  on  that 
night  a  large  number  were  caught  in  the  accursed 
bag-nets  which  were  waiting  to  receive  them  a 
couple  of  miles  below,  and  which  had  for  some  time 
previously  yielded  comparatively  little.  It  is  said 
that  the  salmon  have  never  forgotten  or  forgiven 
this  interference  with  the  natural  order  of  things, 
and  that  those  which  now  visit  liis  ri-\  er  are  neither 


*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume. 


so  numerous  nor  so  largo  as  those  which  used  to  do 
so  before  this  dodge  was  attempted."* 

Singular  Conduct  of  Salmon. 

After  salmon  have  been  hooked,  if  they  have  not 
been  very  sharply  struck,  they  will  not  unfrequently 
allow  themselves  to  be  drawn  along  for  a  consider- 
able distance — even  till  close  to  the  shore — quietly 
following  the  pull  of  the  line  without  the  slightest 
struggle  or  attempt  at  resistance,  and  apparently 
quite  unconscious  of  their  danger. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  how  this  is  to 
be  accounted  for.  It  can  scarcely  be  that  they  do 
not  feel  the  hook,  for  although  a  salmon  will  some- 
times rise  at  a  fly  several  times  in  succession,  and 
perhaps  be  caught  after  all  by  a  judicious  change 
from  dark  to  light,  or  the  reverse,  yet  if  he  has 
once  been  touched  he  will  but  rarely  come  again 
the  same  day.  I  suspect  they  must  be  fairly  taken 
by  surprise,  and  so  puzzled  by  the  power  thus 
mysteriously  brought  to  bear  on  them,  as  to  be  at 
first  vinable  to  make  out  what  is  the  matter,  and 
what  they  had  better  do  under  the  circumstances. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  when  they 
have  once  made  up  their  minds  as  to  a  course  of 
action  they  do  not  lose  much  time  in  carrying  it 
out,  and  then  is  the  time  when  the  fisherman  must 
"  look  out  for  squalls."  For  this  reason,  however 
passive  and  tractable  a  fish  may  appear,  he  should 
remain  well  on  his  guard,  and  ready  on  the  instant 
to  adapt  himself  to  the  vagaries  of  the  fish,  who  if 
a  good  one  will  soon  show  him  that  there  is  plenty 
of  "life  in  the  old  dog  yet." 

"  Look  Out  for  Squalls." 

Though  fully  aware  of  this  peculiarity  in  salmon, 
yet  I  once  very  nearly  lost  one  owing  to  it  under 
rather  peculiar  circumstances,  it  being  certainly 
more  attributable  to  luck  than  my  own  cunning 
that  I  ultimately  succeeded  in  landing  him. 

I  was  fishing  from  a  boat  a  loch  in  Eoss- shire  on 
a  very  stormy  day,  so  rough  indeed  that  it  was 
quite  as  much  as  two  men  could  do  to  keep  her 
"  head  to  wind,"  and  had  cast  between  two  rocks 
lying  at  some  little  distance  from  the  shore,  and 
forming  a  favourite  harbour  for  salmon,  when 
amidst  the  breakers  (as  they  might  be  well  called) 
I  detected  a  slight  rise.  The  loch  was  full  of  small 
brown  trout  which  always  seemed  most  numerous 
and  annoying  at  a  salmon  cast,  and  I  rather  thought 
it  was  one  of  these.  Not  being  quite  sure  however, 
I  struck,  when  feeling  just  about  as  much  resistance 
as  one  of  them  would  have  offered,  and  the  gillie 
next  me,  who  was  on  the  look-out  and  whose  eyes 
were  much  sharper  than  mine,  at  the  same  time 
saying,  "  Oh  !  its  just  a  brownie,  sir,"  I  naturally 
concluded  such  must  be  the  case,  and  throwing  my 
rod  over  my  shouldt  r  laid  hold  of  the  line  and  drew 
it  in  by  hand  as  the  quickest  way  of  getting  rid  of 
the  little  brute.  The  line  came  in  without  the 
slightest  strain  upon  it  greater  than  a  brownie  would 
have  caused,  and  it  was  not  until  I  had  got  the  fish 
close  to  the  boat  and  within  three  or  four  feet  of 
my  hand  that  I  had  the  slightest  suspicion  I  had 
on  anything  heavier.  Suddenly,  however,  I  then 
felt  ttiat  it  was  something  of  more  than  brownie- 
weight,  and  had  only  just  time,  after  assuring 
myself  that  whatever  it  might  be  it  was  worth 
catching,  to  get  hold  of  the  rod  with  my  right 
hand,  then  out  spun  the  line,  cutting  into  the 
fingers  of  my  left  hand,  through  which  I  managed 
to  ease  it  until  I  could  bring  the  rod  into  play. 
Then  "whirr"  went  the  reel,  and  the  next  instant, 
at  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the  boat,  a 
salmon  of  over  121b.  flung  himself — and  again — 
and  again — out  of  the  water.  I  need  not  continue 
the  story.  The  rest  of  the  business,  after  he  had 
"  had  his  fling  "  and  I  had  got  him  under  command, 
was  simple  enough ;  the  result  being  that  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  we  were  wetting  "f  him 
under  a  sheltering  rock,  while  the  little  dog,  to 
whom  I  allude  at  gi-eater  length  elsewhere,  was 
prosecuting  his  usual  search  after  field-mice. 
{To  be  continTied.) 

*  Having  given  this  story  on  the  autliority  of  some  of  this 
sentleman's  neighbours.  I  am  bound  to  add  that,  from  what  I 
iiave  sul)se(iuently  heard,  I  fancy  they  made  the  most  of  it  in 
the  tellini".  As.  liowcvcr,  I  believe  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of 
truth  about  it,  I  let  it  stand  with  this  reservation. 

t  Let  not  the  angler  at  sucl)  a  time  be  chary  of  the  oont'-nt.'s 
(it  his  flask— or  of  his  tobacco-pouch— if  his  gillies  have  done 
their  work  well.  His  sticccss  in  great  measure  depends  on  their 
cheerful  and  active  co-operation,  and  there  is  jicrliaps  mi  way 
more  calculated  to  insure  this  than  a  slight  largess  thus  bestowed. 
But— apart  from  any  application  of  the  principle  that  gratitude 
is  '■  a  lively  sense  of  t'avcmrs  to  come  "—there  is  souiething  cheery 
in  tlie  '  wee  drappie  all  roinid. '  and  the  '  better  luck  still,  sir." 
whicli  preludes  tlie  tossing  otf  i.f  each,  ilaster  and  men  will 
work  together  all  the  belter  for  it,  and  the  result  will  be  all  th« 
worse  for  the  salmon. 


92 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  8,  1902 


PISCATOKIAL  POSTCAEDS. 


I  HAVE  to  thank  the  Hon.  D.  Fearing  for  kindly 
sending  me  three  Hungarian  postcards  of  a 
piscatorial  nature — namely,  "  Winter  Fishing  for 
Huchen,"  "  Winding  in  the  Pike,"  "  Playing  the 
Graj'ling." 


Landing  the  Huchen  (Salnio  hucho). 


AN  ANGLEE'S  SUNDAY. 


After  a  week's  toil — for  trout  are  seldom  to  be 
caught  without  hard  labour — the  day  of  rest  does 
not  come  amiss.  Half  our  Easter  holiday  is  over 
with  results  from  an  angling  point  of  view  hardly 
up  to  our  anticipations.  The  weather,  of  course, 
is  to  blame,  the  water,  the  fish,  and  anything  rather 
than  our  own  skill,  or  want  of  it.  All  the  past  week 
April  has  sent  nothing  but  tears — bitter,  stinging 
drops  of  hail  and  sleet,  accompanied  by  chilling, 
down-stream  winds.  To-day  being  Sunday,  and  a 
dies  non  for  anglers,  she  has  dried  her  eyes  and 
wreathed  her  face  in  sniiles.  How  often  it  is  the 
case  that  Sunday  is  a  perfect  fishing  day,  however 
bad  the  previous  week  may  have  been.  If  we  are 
on  a  river  that  floods  and  fills  quickly  we  may  be 
washed  off  the  banks  on  Saturday,  or  may  count 
every  pebble  in  its  bed  on  Monday  ;  but  on  "  the 
day  that  comes  betwixt  "  we  have  the  mortification 
of  seeing  the  water  perfect  in  height  and  colour. 

After  breakfast  we  stroll  down  to  the  river,  sit 
on  the  bridge,   and   smoke   our   morning  pipe 
What  a  grand  day  it  is!    All  Nature  is  making 
holiday.     The  sun  is  warm,  the  wind  at  rest, 
and   there  is  not   a    cloud  in  the   sky.  The 
birds  are  singing  their  best,  from  the  brilliant 
melody  of  the  thrush  to  the  brisk  pipe  of  the  nut- 
hatch.   High  aloft  the  starlings,  in  the  absence  of 
the  swallows  who  have  not  yet  arrived,  are  making 
hay  while  the  sun  shines,  and  hawking  flies  now 
circling  gracefully,  now  making  rapid  darts  after 
their  prey.    The  buds  on  the  bushes  are  swelling, 
and   the  chestnuts   are   visibly  thrusting  their 
grey-green  shoots  from  out  their  bronze  cases. 
Below  the  bridge  the  stream  has  scooped  out  a 
de  p  pool,  as  though  loath  to  leave  the  shelter  of 
the  grey  arches.    Further  down  the  pool  breaks 
away  over  a  long  stickle,  and  there  the  lusty  trout- 
lings  will  soon  be  "  romping  fatly,"  all  glorious  in 
that  brilliant  coat  of  scarlet  and  yellow  which  is 
gotten  of  golden  gravel  and  sunlight.    In  the  deep 
pool  below  the  bridge  a  shadow  moves,  and  presently 
a  swerve  in  the  oily  swirl  of  water  discloses  a  big 
kelt.    That  kelt  should  have  gone  down  with  the 
last  flood,  and  who  shall  say  what  toll  he  will  take 
of  our  troutlings — not  to  mention  his  own  younger 
brothers  and  sisters— on  his  way  seawards.  For 


all  he  lies  there  so  innocently  by  day,  by  night  he 
will  be  a  murderous  uncle  to  those  baby  trout  that 
we  now  see  at  the  tail  of  the  pool  "  slipping  o'er 
their  shadows  on  the  sand." 

A  splash  up-stream  turns  our  eyes  away  from 
the  kelt,  and  some  twenty  yards  above  the  bridge 
the  ever-widening  rings  of  a  rise  may  be  seen, 
where  haply  one  of  the  Olive  Duns  that  are  beginning 
to  come  do\vn  has  been  seized.  On  this  bridge  by 
the  end  of  May  you  shall  see  a  modest  black-brown 
fly.  Pick  him  up  gently  as  though  you  loved  him, 
as  in  very  truth  the  trout  do.  Mark  the  delicate 
gauze  of  his  wings  flatly  folded  on  his  back.  Turn 
him  over,  and  you  will  see  why  the  Alder— for  that 
is  his  name — is  so  dear  to  the  trout.  Look  at  his 
fat,  luscious  body  of  deep  mulberry  brown.  What 
fish  could  resist  such  a  toothsome  morsel  ?  But  we 
are  almost  guilty  of  an  entomological  anachronism  ; 
here  we  are  talking  of  Alders  in  April. 

We  two  anglers  and  the  river  have  been  friends 
for  more  years  than  we  care  to  reckon.  Every 
corner  and  bend,  every  flat  and  stickle,  nay,  almost 
every  stone  in  the  stream,  is  well  known,  and  if 
they  cannot  at  all  times  yield  a  present  success  yet 
can  always  bring  back  pleasant  memories.  Down 
yonder,  where  the  big  willow  droops  its  feathery 
filigree  of  silver-green  athwart  the  stream,  many 
a  good  fish  has  fallen  victim  to  the  attractions  of 
a  well-presented  Coch-y-bondhu  or  Black  Gnat  on 


Winding  in  the  Pike. 


a  hot,  sunny  day.  Up  above  the  bridge,  where  the 
grey  rock  falls  sheer  into  the  water,  the  stream  has 
made  a  deep  elbow.  There  one  May  a  two-pounder 
in  perfect  condition  yielded  to  the  fascination  of  an 
Alder. 

The  sound  of  bells  floats  lazily  up  the  valley,  and 
close  behind  us  our  own  church  jars  in  discordantly 
with  its  all  too-near  peal,  reminding  us  that  it  is 
time  to  go  churchwards.  Wherever  we  fish,  and 
whatever  our  views,  let  us  respect  the  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants — our  angler,  if  he  be  a  gentleman, 
will  always  do  so — with  regard  to  Sunday  fishing. 
As  Poietes  says  on  this  subject  in  "  Salmonia,"  "  I 
make  it  a  rule  never  to  shock  the  prejudices  of  any 
person,  even  when  they  appear  to  me  ridiculous."* 
The  fish,  too,  like  ourselves,  need  a  day's  rest,  nor 
can  there  be  much  excuse  for  Stmday  fishing  in 
our  case,  since  we  can  fish  all  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Though  there  be  no  fishing  the  angler's  Sunday  is 
never  too  long.  The  week's  correspondence  must 
be  cleared  off,  a  fresh  stock  of  flies  tied,  casts 
renovated,  and  that  hastily-made  splice  overhauled. 
In  the  afternoon  a  stroll,  not  a  perfunctory,  tiring 
walk  on  a  dusty  road,  but  a  ramble  along  the  most 

*  That  this  is  an  excellent  rule  we  think  most  anglers  will 
agree.— Ed.  i 


beautiful  of  all  highways— an  English  trout  stream. 
New  beauties  come  to  light  that  we  have  missed 
when  wading  knee-deep  up  the  river  with  eyes 
fixed  on  the  water,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  whether 
the  stream  lends  most  grace  to  the  valley  or  the 
valley  to  the  stream.  What  an  opportunity  |We 
have  to  mark  down  many  a  lusty  trout  that  we 
catch  in  anticipation  in  the  ensuing  week.  And  so 
homewards,  feeling  very  fit  and  fresh,  and  ready 
for  the  coming  week's  toil  after  our  day  of  slothful 
ease.  On  our  way  back  from  the  river  we  pass 
through  a  farmyard.  What  evil  genius  prompted 
that  fine  cock  with  glossy  blue-black  neck  to  strut 
so  proudly  before  us  in  all  the  glory  of  three-year- 
old  spring  plumage  ?  If  we  can  but  come  to  terms 
with  his  owner  those  wiry,  rusty-tipped  hackles 
will  lead  not  only  to  his  undoing  but  that  of  many 
a  good  trout. 

A  lovely  moonlight  night  tempts  us  down  once 
more  to  the  bridge  for  our  after-dinner  pipe.  The 
river  that  this  morning  was  all  gold  is  now  like  a 
rippled  sheet  of  silver ;  the  stickle  that  a  few  hours 
ago  was  singing  its  morning  song  of  praise  is  now 
murmuring  a  soft  lullaby  ;  the  calm  of  the  day  has 
been  followed  by  a  gentle  evening  breeze,  and 
everything  promises  well  for  the  morrow. 

W.  E.  B. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGY  OF  THE 
EENE.* 


Eesoueces  for  a  Wet  Day — Hooker's  Works- 
Elements  OF  Fly  Fishing~Thb  Use  of  being 
Able  to  Make  your  Own  Flies— Edmondson's 
Flies — Bowness's  Flies— Flies  in  Use  on  the 

Erne — The  Butterfly — The  Mixed  Wing  ■ 

The  Parson  —  Rods  —  Comparison  between 
English  and  Irish  Rods— The  Squire's  Dream 
— The  Flags  of  Rose  Isle — The  Legend  of 
Enniskillen  —  Unexpected  Success  of  the 
Squire's  New  Fly. 

The  Parson's  anticipations  had  proved  correct. 
There  were,  indeed,  wet  jackets  at  the  fair,  for 
throughout  the  whole  night  the  rain  came  down  in 
one  steady,  regular,  continuous  downpour.  There 
were  no  furious  gusts,  or  rattling  showers,  as  in  the 
last  break-up  of  the  weather,  but  a  constant,  per- 
severing, soaking  rain  that  seemed  as  if  it  would 
never  alter  and  never  end. 


Playing  the  Grayling. 


Dimly  and  wearily  did  the  morning  dawn  upon 
the  soaked  and  draggled  remnants  of  the  fair,  and 


♦  from  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  a,nd  scarce  work. — Ed. 
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the  dripping  remains  of  the  canvas  booths,  the 
upset  stalls,  the  wet  and  broken  hampers,  the  dirty 
straw,  and  the  muddy  poached-up  standings  where 
the  cattle  had  been  penned  made  the  desolate 
street  look  ten  times  more  desolate,  as  the  Parson 
took  his  moming's  observation  from  the  window. 

There  had  been  a  short  cessation  about  eight 
o'clock,  which  had  given  some  little  hope,  but  the 
weather  had  fairly  broken  up,  and  the  whole  week 
which  followed  was  but  one  unintermitting  contin- 
uance of  cold,  chilly,  ungenial  weather,  never  invit- 
ing, and  interspersed  now  and  then  with  sudden 
storms,  or  hours  of  cold,  piercing  rain. 

The  season  certainly  was  not  favourable,  but 
unless  the  water  was  actually  out  of  order,  which 
was  not  yet  the  case,  the  weather  was  seldom  per- 
mitted to  offer  much  hindrance  to  the  fishermen. 
They  might  start  perhaps  somewhat  later  in  the 
day,  and  with  somewhat  less  alacrity.  They  were 
never  without  their  mackintosh  jackets,  but  no  day 
had  hitherto  kept  them  from  the  river,  and  though 
in  all  that  time  there  never  had  been  what  might 
be  called  good  fishing  weather,  yet  there  were  few 
days  in  which  fish  had  not  been  caught  by  one  or 
other  of  them. 

There  is  one  great  advantage  in  a  lake  river,  and 
that  is  a  thing  that  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  by 
all  fishermen  who  are  choosing  their  summer's 
fishing  ground.  It  is  much  less  affected  than  any 
other  description  of  stream  by  the  changes  of  the 
weather.  A  whole  night's  steady  rain  will  change 
the  colour  of  almost  any  water,  but  it  has  little  effect 
on  the  Erne.  There  are  absolutely  no  tributaries 
to  the  stream,  and  for  the  impurities  of  those  which 
fall  into  the  lake  the  lake  itself  acts  as  an  enormous 
cesspool ;  all  discolouring  matter  sinks  quietly  to 
the  bottom,  while  the  surface,  which  in  all  cases 
must  be  the  clearest  part,  is  skimmed  off  by  the 
river. 

A  week's  incessant  rain  had,  however,  at  last 
tinged  the  whole  mass,  and  the  very  surface  had 
assumed  the  brown  yellow  hue  of  the  bog-peat, 
thickened  by  the  mud  which  had  been  washed 
from  the  sides  of  the  hills.  The  water  came  pouring 
over  Eose  Isle  Fall  "like  the  mane  of  a  chestnut 
steed  "  :  and  the  Captain,  the  most  energetic  and 
persevering  of  the  party,  came  back  from  his 
morning  inspection  sulky  and  disconsolate,  and, 
with  a  gesture  that  told  "  more  than  words  could 
say,"  silently  hung  up  his  rod  in  the  brackets.  Cold 
weather  he  could  stand  ;  for  clean  water  from  the 
clouds  he  cared  no  more  than  a  Spartan ;  but  dirty 
water  in  the  river  would  beat  Izaak  Walton  himself ; 
so  the  Captain,  taking  one  more  look  at  the  leaden 
sky,  pronounced  oracularly  that  nothing  was  to  be 
done  that  day. 

"  Nothing  to  be  done  !  "  said  the  Parson.  "  I 
think  we  have  a  pretty  average  of  broken  tackle 
and  washed  flies  to  repair  :  I  am  fairly  ashamed  to 
open  my  book  and  see  some  half-dozen  old  stock 
flies  that  even  a  pike  would  turn  up  his  nose  at, 
and  a  dozen  or  two  well-washed  specimens  that 
have  been  presented  to  every  salmon  in  the  river. 
I  say  that  a  regular  wet  day  is  a  quite  a  Godsend  ; 
and,  spealiing  for  myself  only,  I  mean  to  take  my 
pleasure  here." 

And  he  seated  himself  down  on  a  heap  of  turf 
that  he  had  been  building  in  the  corner  of  the  room, 
close  by  the  window,  so  as  to  have  the  full  benefit 
of  all  the  light  there  was,  and  had  covered  with  an 
old,  worn-out  pea-jacket. 

Here  I  and  Paddy  sit ; 
Here  is  my  throne,  aud  let  blue  devils  bow  to  it ! 

"  Come  along,  Pat  Gallagher !  Hand  us  down 
Hooker's  works ;  we  will  have  a  good  course  of 
study  to-day,  and  nothing  to  interrupt  us." 

The  ponderous  folio  which  the  Parson  had  so 
designated  was  a  sort  of  cross  between  a  book  and 
a  small  portmanteau.  In  the  early  days  of  his 
fishing-youth  he  had  had  it  splendidly  bound  in 
purple  morocco,  and  lettered  at  the  back  with  the 
above  learned  and  appropriate  title ;  and  though, 
since  then,  rough  joiurneys  and  frequent  use  had 
somewhat  dimmed  its  earlier  glories  it  still  was  a 
goodly  volume :  but  the  interior  was  the  Parson's 
pride,  and  he  gazed  with  fondness  on  it  as  he 
unbuckled  the  strap  that  secured  it. 

The  first  leaf  contained  six  rows  of  parchment 
pockets,  twelve  in  each  row  ;  these  were  filled  with 
everj  variety  of  hook  from  atoccc  of  genuine  Limerick 
manufacture,  for  the  Parson  had  imported  them 
himself ;  and  from  one  to  twelve  of  their  London 
imitations,  together  with  lip  hooks,  double  hooks, 
long-shanked  hooks,  midge  booke,  and  numerous 


other  varieties  ;  swivels  for  pike  and  trout  litches, 
spare  rings  for  the  rods — all  duly  labelled  on  the 
outside.  Then  came  fully  thirty  shades  of  pigs' 
wool,  by  far  the  best  material  for  the  rough-bodied 
flies  of  the  larger  sort,  as  it  is  the  only  substance, 
besides  fur,  which  completely  withstands  the  water. 
The  edges  of  all  these  pockets  had  been  carefully 
painted  in  water-colours  so  as  to  match  and  indicate 
their  contents.  Then  came  as  many  shades  of 
floss-silk,  each  wound  on  its  separate  card ;  then 
the  tying  silks  of  every  degree  of  fineness.  The 
next  pockets  contained  the  furs — the  water-rat,  the 
brown  spaniel,  the  chinchilla,  the  sable,  the  bear, 
and  the  beaver.  Then  came  the  smaller  feathers — 
the  blue  jay,  the  green-blue  kingfisher,  the  yellow 
topping,  the  orange  cock-of-the-rock,  the  crimson 
toucan,  the  copper-colomred  golden  pheasant,  beauti- 
fully barred  with  black,  and  hundreds  of  other 
varieties  ;  then  large  flannel  leaves,  extending  across 
the  whole  book,  for  the  larger  feathers — the  wing 
and  tail  feathers  of  the  argus,  the  tails  of  common 
and  golden  pheasants,  the  black  cock,  the  cock-of- 
the-wood,  the  grey  mallard  and  barred  teal,  land- 
rails' and  starlings'  wings,  hackles,  natural  and 
stained,  of  every  dye  that  nature  or  art  could  devise. 
On  the  end  leaves,  the  pockets  were  of  good  stout 
morocco  leather,  and  contained  silkworm  gut  of 
every  quality  and  hue,  gimp  for  pike,  a  coil  of 
brass  wire,  barbers'  silk,  Chinese  twist,  a  spare 
reel -line  or  two,  and  a  case  of  instruments,  con- 
sisting of  penknives,  scissors,  files,  pliers,  and 
such-like,  with  a  flat  box  for  cobblers'_^wax,  leads, 
and  indiarubber. 

The  Captain  was  sitting  on  the  head  of  the  stair- 
cover  before  mentioned,  applying  himself  to  the 
choice  of  a  cigar :  he  also  had  his  material-book 
open  before  him,  but  it  was  very  much  smaller 
than  the  Parson's  ponderous  tome,  and  contained 
not  more  than  one -fourth  part  so  much  ;  it  was,  in 
fact,  little  more  than  judicious  selections  from 
the  judicious  Hooker.  It  was  modestly  labelled, 
"  Elements  of  Fly  Fishing,"  and  was  not  so  large 
but  that  it  would  ride  comfortably  in  a  fishing- 
basket,  or,  on  an  emergency,  squeeze  into  a  pocket ; 
but,  somehow  or  other,  it  was  always  at  hand, 
which  the  Parson's  was  not,  and  frequently  supplied 
that  worthy  with  necessaries,  of  which  his  own 
book  contained,  no  doubt,  a  goodly  store,  only  that, 
invariably  at  the  very  time  it  was  most  wanted,  it 
was  reposing  securely  some  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
from  the  scene  of  action,  having  been  left  behind 
on  account  of  its  bulk  and  weight.  Aud  no  one 
could  say  that  the  Captain's  flies  were  less  killing 
than  those  of  his  companion,  or  that  the  particular 
material  required  to  produce  any  desired  effect  was 
ever  deficient. 

The  Squire's  stores  were  contained  in  a  walnut- 
tree  box.  They  were  intrinsically  worth  twice  as 
much  as  those  of  both  his  companions'  put  together, 
but  their  arrangement  was  something  like  that  of 
a  midshipman's  chest,  where  everything  is  at  the 
top  and  nothing  at  hand;  so  that,  with  stores 
enough  to  have  fitted  out  a  tackle-shop,  he  was 
continually  borrowing  the  commonest  articles. 

"  I  cannot  see  the  use  of  your  bothering  your- 
selves with  all  these  things,"  said  the  Scholar,  whose 
collection  of  salmon  flies,  amounting  to  some 
hundreds,  exhibited  specimens  of  every  manu- 
facture in  the  three  kingdoms.  "  Surely,  those 
fellows  whose  business  it  is  to  make  flies  will  make 
them  very  much  better  than  you  can.  Why  cannot 
you  go  to  Bowness  or  Kellj'  for  what  you  want  ?  " 

"  I  will  tell  you  why,"  said  the  Parson  ;  "  when 
I  first  handled  the  double  rod  flies  cost  half-a-crown 
apiece,  and  you  know  by  experience  that  if  there 
is  anything  of  a  breeze  a  young  hand  may  safely 
reckon  upon  whipping  off  three  or  four  every  day 
of  his  life  :  now  ten  shillings  a  day  is  a  pretty  fair 
rent.  It  was  necessity  that  first  drove  me  to  fly- 
making,  and  what  necessity  commenced  was  con- 
tinued from  choice." 

"The  necessity  I  sympathise  with,"  said  the 
Scholar ;  "  the  choice  I  cannot  understand.  You 
do  not  whip  off  your  flies  now  ;  your  ordinary  wear 
and  tear  does  not  come  to  half-a-dozen  a  week  ; 
and,  whatever  was  the  case  in  former  times,  I  can 
answer  for  it  that  you  may  now  get  from  Edmond>- 
son*  as  many  flies  as  you  like  at  nine  shillings  a 
dozen." 

"  Hardly  that,"  said  the  Parson,  "  if  you  want  the 
more  expensive  sorts.  These  Erne  flies  especially, 
you  will  not  get  worth  anything  at  less  than  eighteen 
shillings  a  dozen,  taking  one  with  another.    But  I 


*  Now  Whltty,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool.— ED.,  f.g. 


will  tell  you  another  reason.  What  do  you  mean 
to  do  with  yourself  to-day  ?  " 

"  Do  ?  Why,  when  I  have  finished  my  cigar  I 
mean  to  go  down  to  the  kitchen,  and  have  a  little 
talk  with  Anne  and  Sally." 

"  I  do  not  doubt  you  the  least  in  the  world  ;  but 
even  Anne  and  Sa.lly  cannot  make  love  for  a  whole 
rainy  day.  Cigars,  too,  are  delicious,  but  they  have 
an  end.  Books  are  too  heavy  to  be  carried  to  the 
ends  of  the  world,  and  you  can  get  none  in  Ireland, 
for  the  natives  do  not  read.  My  day  to-day  will 
be  one  of  scientific  and  instructive  amusement ;  I 
should  like  to  know  what  yours  will  be  ?  " 

"  A  very  pleasant  one,  I  have  no  doubt ;  no  one 
need  be  at  a  loss  for  amusement  in  an  Irish  kitchen. 
The  chances  are  I  shall  get  up  a  fight  or  a  dance 
before  an  hour  is  over ;  or,  at  all  events,  I  can  take 
a  jjortrait  of  the  pig,  or  sketch  the  cocks  and  hens. 
So  here  goes,"  he  said,  proceeding  do%vn  the  stairs, 
but  not  very  eagerly  or  rapidly,  "like  a  knight- 
errant  in  search  of  adventures." 

"  And  from  the  very  same  cause,"  said  the  Squire, 
as  soon  as  he  was  out  of  hearing,  "  an  utter  inability 
of  occupying  his  mind  in  any  more  profitable 
manner." 

The  Squire  was  just  then  sitting  before  the  firo 
with  both  feet  on  the  fender,  and  superintending, 
with  the  eye  of  a  connoisseur,  the  workmanship  of 
John  M'Gowan  and  Paddy  Mooshlan,  who,  seated 
on  the  floor,  were  commencing  a  regular  overhaul 
of  all  his  books  and  tackle. 

"  In  one  respect,  though,"  he  continued,  "  our 
worthy  friend  now  departed  is  quite  right.  If  a 
man  has  time,  on  passing  through  Liverpool,  to  go 
to  Edmondson's,  in  Church-street,  he  may  have 
his  choice  from  hundreds,  not  to  say  thousands,  of 
flies,  every  one  of  which,  properly  handled,  would 
kill  a  salmon — aye,  and  get  some  valuable  ad^nce, 
too,  into  the  bargain  if  his  journey  lies  northward : 
but  Edmondson  does  not  know  a  great  deal  about 
this  coxmtry.  And  I  will  tell  you  what  he  may  do 
if  he  has  plenty  of  money.  He  may  go  to  Bow- 
ness's,*  in  Bell  Yard,  and  get  anything  made  for 
him  that  he  pleases  for  any  water,  and  ten  times 
more  neatly  tied  than  anything  he  can  do  for 
himself." 

"Yes,"  said  the  Parson,  "  I  believe  firmly  that 
if  you  ask  for  a  dozen  of  dodo  hackles  with  phoenix 
wings  you  will  have  them,  and  if  you  are  curious 
about  a  roc's  tail  feather  Bowness  will  find  some 
Sinbad  to  get  it  for  you  :  but,  for  all  that,  you  must 
have  a  good  pattern,  and  a  pretty  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  art  yourself,  so  as  to  give  your  own 
directions  ;  for,  though  I  would  trust  BowTiess  in 
the  dark  in  the  choice  of  trout  flies,  his  advice  is 
worth  nothing  for  salmon." 

"I  do  not  think  they  have  much  originality 
there,"  said  the  Squire.  "  In  fact,  I  suspect  his 
own  personal  experience  does  not  incline  much  to 
salmon  ;  but  they  copy  like  Chinamen." 

"  But  a  man  ought  to  have  something  more  in 
his  pocket  than  his  half-pay,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  if  he  goes  there.  What  do  you  think  of  the 
Dublin  makers  ?  I  myself  use  no  flies  but  my 
own,  but  I  have  seen  some  nice-looking  things 
there,  and,  at  all  events,  they  are  cheap  enough." 

"  My  experience  in  the  native  manufacture,"  said 
the  Squire,  "  is  not  very  extensive.  I  bought  but 
a  dozen  or  so  by  way  of  specimens,  as  I  always  do 
wherever  I  go  ;  and  these  were  not  cheap,  for  they 
whipped  to  pieces  and  washed  out.  Bad  material 
and  careless  workmanship  are  not  cheap,  whatever 
you  pay  for  theni."t 

"After  all,"  said  the  Parson,  "the  best  thing 
that  a  man  can  do,  wherever  he  goes,  is  to  buy 
specimens  of  the  flies  of  the  river  on  the  spot,  and 
to  improve  upon  them  if  he  can.  And  supposing 
he  cannot  tie  his  own  flies,  or  is  too  idle  to  do  it,  or 
prefers  flirting  with  the  Annes  and  Sallys  of  the 
neighbom'hood,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  find  out  the 
fishing  genius  of  the  place  and  to  set  him  to  work. 
I  never  knew  a  river  yet  that  had  not  some  poaching, 
disreputable  rascal  belonging  to  it  who  could  make 
flies  ten  times  as  well  as  I  could,  and  use  them, 
too,  when  they  were  made." 

(To  be  continued.) 


*  Now  Chevalier.   (Now  gone. — Ev.,J'.G.) 

t  The  Author.  coiTecting  for  the  year  1850,  has  great  pleasure 
ill  being  able  to  record  a  decided  improvement  in  the  Dublin 
flies.  (The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  dazette,  correcting  for  1901, 
asserts  that  some  Irish  fly  makers  are  second  to  none.) 


Amekicas  Books  — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  Various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  llai-ston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  Houee  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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FUBTHEE  NOTES  ON  CASTING 
FKOM  THE  AMEEICAN  MUL- 
TIPLYING EEEL.* 


By  an  American  Angler. 
I  A3I  obliged  to  Mr.  Clark  and  the  Editor  for 
replying  to  niy  request  for  information  regarding 
the  record  cast  with  half-ounce  sinker  made  with  one 
hand  from  the  reel  in  Great  Britain.  Never  having 
seen  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  any  reference  to  the 
subject,  I  am  not  surprised  to  learn  from  them 
that  there  is  no  record  by  any  method  for  casting 
light  baits  from  the  reel ;  but  that  the  attempt  has 
never  even  been  made  seems  remarkable,  as  the 
Editor  states  that  the  American  method  was 
described  some  years  ago.  Of  this  I  have  a  dim 
recollection,  and  it  causes  wonder  that  the  Thames 
style  and  Nottingham  reel  method,  with  the  long 
double  hand  rod,  have  remained  apparently  popular 
so  long. 

As  the  art  of  casting  light  baits  from  the  reel 
has  been  practised  here  for  many  years,  and  is 
being  gradually  further  perfected,  I  think  it  must 
be  admitted  that  we  have,  as  Mr.  Clark  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  18,  1901,  states  is  evident, 
"  evolved  a  tackle  to  meet  the  occasion  in  which 
friction  is  reduced  to  a  minimum." 

Oui-  tournament  records  prove  that  with  our 
reels  and  short,  light  rods  it  is  very  easy  to  cast  a 
half-ounce  weight  with  one  hand  over  one  hundred 
feet.  One  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet  is  our 
record  with  that  weight ;  but  casts  up  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  are  not  unusual,  and  when  an 
angler  of  ordinary  ability  fishes  in  this  way,  cast- 
ing a  frog,  live  minnow,  spoon,  or  other  artificial 
bait,  distances  between  one  hundred  and  forty  feet 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  are  fi-equently 
reached.  Baits  as  light  as  a  quarter-ounce  can  also 
be  effectively  east.  With  this  tackle  we  are  ready 
to  handle  almost  any  fresh-water  fish  that  is 
accommodating  enough  to  take  hold. 

As  requested  by  Mr.  Clark,  I  will  give  some  of 
my  views  about  the  reel.  For  the  rod  and  method 
of  casting  T  would  refer  him  to  my  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  4.  1901,  which  covers 
much  of  the  ground,  except  the  length  of  the  rod 
describedj;. should  .have,  been  eight  feet  and  two 
inches. 

The  underhand  cast  is  similar  to  yours  with  the 
long  double  rod,  only  we  do  not  turn  the  back  to 
the  point  we  wish  to  reach.  "We  nearly  face  it, 
but  turn  the  body  partly  around,  with  the  right 
arm  extended  backward  to  the  right,  with  the  rod 
pointed  downward  nearly  in  a  straight  line  with 
the  shoulder  and  bring  it  forward  with  a  circular 
and  upward  motion  across  the  body,  and  when  the 
bait  is  thought  to  be  in  the  proper  place  the  pres- 
sui'e  of  the  thumb  on  the  spool  of  the  reel  is  relaxed 
and  the  bait  sent  on  its  mission.  This  is  to  cast 
from  right  to  left.  To  cast  to  the  right,  the  right 
hand  is  used  but  this  procedure  is  reversed. 

The  theory  of  the  multiplying  reel  for  bait- 
castmg,  according  to  the  description  by  the  few 
writers  of  note  which  I  have  read,  and  the  argu- 
ments advanced  for  its  use  by  some  of  the  best 
makers,  is  so  misleading  that  I  will  quote  one  or 
two  just  to  illustrate;  how  little  it  appears  to  be 
understood. 

The  name  seems  to  be  accepted  by  them  as 
implying  that  the  principal  purpose  of  the  reel  is 
to  increase  the  speed,  which  in  one  way  it  does ; 
but  its  chief  object  is  of  greater  importance,  which 
will  be  explained  later. 

Pending  negotiations  to  build  a  reel,  a  well- 
known  American  firm  made  this  statement  m  a 
letter  to  me  a  few  months  ago  :  "  The  handle  of  a 
quadruple  multiplier  revolves  four  times  as  fast  as 
a  smgle  action  reel  and_;twice  as  fast  as  a  double 
multiplier." 

Take  any  multiplying  reel  and  note  the  relative 
revolutions  of  the  handle  and  spool,  and  the  con- 
trary facts  will  be  proved.  This  only  shows  how 
little  thought  even  the  makers  give  to  the  principles 
of  their  own  reels.  It  is  stated  in  the  catalogue 
of  the  same  firm  that  they  were  "  the  first  to  make 
a  quadruple  gear  for  the  more  rapid  recovery  of 
the  Ime,"  which  may  be  true,  but  it  served  a  better 
purpose,  even  if  they  did  not  know  it. 

,  One  of  our  best  known  writers  on  this  method 
of  angling  makes  these  statements  when  explaining 
the  reasons  these  reels  are  necessary  for  bait  cast- 
ing.   "  The  multiplying  reel  must  be  very  rapid  in 
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its  action  so  as  to  deliver  the  bait  as  far  as  possible 
at  a  single  cast."  And  again  says :  "  The  main 
object  of  a  multiplying  reel  is  for  rapidity  of  action 
in  casting,  and  not  for  retrieving  the  line  as  is 
so  often  erroneously  supposed."  A  multiplying  reel 
is  no  more  rapid  in  casting  than  a  single  action 
reel,  but  the  last  statement  that  its  object  is  not 
in  any  way  intended  to  aid  in  winding  in  the  line 
rapidly  is  no  doubt  true,  and  contradicts  the  claim 
or  theory  suggested  by  statement  quoted  from  the 
catalogue  as  above. 

To  me,  the  only  inference  deducible  from  these 
statements  is  that  rapidity  of  action  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  a  successful  cast,  and  they  insinuate 
that  in  some  way  not  explained  the  reel  revolving 
rapidly — and  somehow  much  faster  than  possible 
were  it  a  single  action  reel — has  some  influence  in 
pushing  the  line  off  the  spool. 

If  the  principle  is  considered  it  will  be  very 
apparent  that  rapidity  of  action  of  the  reel  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it,  and  that  the  spool 
of  a  single  action  reel  will  make  the  same  number 
of  revolutions  to  render  a  given  amount  of  line  as 
the  spool  of  anj'  multiplier  of  the  same  size. 

Hence  the  only  deductions  from  two  of  these 
statements  are  erroneous. 

After  the  statements  just  quoted,  the  same  writer 
in  the  same  book,  again  referring  to  the  multiplying 
reel,  makes  this  statement,  which,  in  view  of  the 
two  others,  appears  almost  accidental,  yet  is  per- 
fectly correct  and  really  covers  the  case  in  point : 
"  Being  intended  for  natural  bait  fishing  it  requires 
an  easg  running  and  freehj  rendering  action  in 
order  to  deliver  the  bait  as  far  as  possible  at  a  single 
cast."    The  italics  are  mine. 

The  difference  between  rapidity  of  action  and 
ease  of  action  is  very  great,  and  should  not  be 
confounded. 

As  a  rule,  when  a  possible  customer  is  examining 
a  multiplying  reel  for  bait  casting,  the  dealer 
expatiates  on  the  length  of  time  the  reel  will  revolve 
when  started  by  a  sharp  turn  of  the  handle.  This, 
he  claims,  demonstrates  its  superiority  for  the 
purpose  required.  The  fact  that  a  reel  may  run 
a  long  time  when  so  started  may  prove  it  worthless 
for  light  bait  casting.  The  length  of  time  that  any 
piece  of  machinery  will  run  after  starting  it  and 
then  removing  the  power  depends  to  a  great  extent 
on  the  weight  of  the  fly-wheel,  which  in  a  multiply- 
ing reel  is  the  handle ;  therefore,  the  heavier  the 
handle  may  be,  all  other  things  being  equal,  the 
longer  the  reel  will  run  when  once  started. 

A  heavy  handle  will  keep  the  reel  in  motion 
longer  when  once  started  than  a  lighter  one,  but 
the  heavier  it  is  the  more  detrimental  it  will  be  to 
the  success  of  a  cast  because  it  requires  more 
power  to  move  it.  Whatever  force  is  essential  to 
do  this  is  diverted  from  the  bait  and  lost  to  the 
cast,  the  length  of  which  is  necessarily  diminished 
by  the  amount  required  to  turn  the  spool,  and  in 
addition  by  the  amount  of  power  uselessly  expended 
in  turning  the  handle. 

The  multiplying  reel  may  have  been  originally 
constructed  with  the  idea  of  rapidly  winding  in  the 
line,  but  however  that  may  be  it  certainly  was  not 
adopted  for  bait  casting  for  any  such  reason  as 
has  already  been  intimated.  It  is  employed  for 
the  following  very  different  and  more  important 
reasons : — 

The  less  inertia  there  is  to  overcome  the  better 
a  reel  is  for  bait  casting. 

As  it  has  always  been  necessary  to  connect  the 
spool  to  the  handle,  the  latter  has  been  geared 
down  more  and  more,  until  now  quadrupled  for 
the  purpose  of  four  times  multiplying  the  power 
exerted  by  the  weight  of  the  bait  when  starting  the 
reel  to  overcome  the  inertia  of  the  handle,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  multiplying  the  rapidity  of 
moving  the  spool  by  the  handle  as  is  so  often 
erroneously  supposed. 

The  desired  result  is  accomplished  by  the  gears 
which  permit  the  spool  to  turn  the  handle  of  a 
quadruple  multiplier  four  times  easier  than  that 
of  a  single  action  reel,  and  also  reduces  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  handle  to  one  for  four  of  the  spool, 
thereby  at  the  same  time  reducing  the  air  resistance 
three  times,  which  ;makes  it  only  one  quarter  as 
much  as  a  single  action  reel,  and  consequently 
requiring  less  power  to  turn  the  handle. 

This  is  why  such  a  reel  is  better  for  the  purpose 
than  a  Nottingham  or  other  single  action  reel  with 
the  usual  handle,  not  because  the  handle  multiplies 
the  reel  but  because  when  the  cast  is  made  the 
spool  has  more  power  to  easily  move  the  handle 
and  at  the  same  tirne  reduces  its  revolutions,  and  so 


aUowmg  nearly  all  the  force  exerted  to  be  expended 
on  the  projection  of  the  bait  and  losing  as  little  as 
possible  in  starting  the  reel. 

The  easier  a  reel  starts  the  better  it  is  for  bait 
casting,  and  the  test  to  apply  is  not  the  length  of 
time  it  will  revolve  by  a  turn  of  the  handle  but 
how  little  weight  tied  on  the  end  of  the  line  when 
the  spool  is  sufficiently  full  will  start  the  reel 
movmg.  A  reel  to  cast  a  half-ounce  bait  should  start 
promptly  with  not  more  than  ten  grains  weight  on 
end  of  the  line.  I  am  having  one  made  to  hold 
300  feet  of  line  that  I  hope  will  start  with  not  more 
than  five  grains. 

Our  small  diameter  reels  with  rather  long  spools 
are  all  made  with  the  intention  of  having  as  little 
inertia  to  overcome  as  the  makers  think  possible. 
The  best,  however,  are  far  from  being  as  near  perfect 
as  they  could  be.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  cast 
depends  upon  the  way  the  line  is  wound  on  the 
spool.  It  should  be  coiled  rather  close  except  for 
the  last  fifty  feet,  and  then  should  be  rapidly  taken 
from  end  to  end  of  the  spool  as  it  is  being  wound 
on,  so  that  the  line  will  lie  across  the  under  coils 
and  not  be  embedded  down  and  between  them. 
This  allows  the  line  to  be  pulled  oft"  easily.  If  it 
slips  down  between  the  undercoils  it  will  be  carried 
around  the  spool  the  other  way  in  a  loop,  and  what 
is  called  a  "  back  lash  "*  will  occur.  The  longer 
spool  permits  more  of  the  line  to  be  independent  of 
the  thumb  pressure  than  if  the  spool  is  shorter,  and 
in  consequence  the  line  will  render  more  freely. 

A  spool  l  i  inch  long  and  inch  in  diameter 
is  about  right  for  general  purposes  and  will  hold 
comfortably  300  feet  of  fine  line  similar  to  the 
Ivingfisher,  which  for  the  pm-pose  is  the  best  I 
have  found. 

I  have  just  read  Mr.  Marston's  very  interesting 
article  in  the  Christmas- mnnber,  which  with  Dr. 
Henshall's  instructions  pretty  well  cover  the  ground.' 
The  date  of  the  tournament  referred  to  as  having 
occurred  in  1880  is  an  error.  Dr.  Henshall's  first 
book  was  published  in  1881,  and  our  first  tourna- 
ment was,  I  think,  not  until  1882,  and  there  were 
no  contests  for  single-hand  Joz.  bait  casting  until 
the  second  or  third  subsequent  meeting.  It  was 
at  this  meeting  that  Mr.  Dressel  made  the  record 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Marston's  article,  but  another 
contestant,  whose  name  I  cannot  recall,  cast  17G 
feet,  taking  second  prize  to  Mr.  Dressel's  first. 
There  were  five  casts  and  the  average  counted.  My 
own  record  in  the  same  contest  was,  I  believe,  146, 
150,  and  155  feet  for  the  first  three  casts,  and  the 
remaining  two  casts  being  failures  on  account  of  grii, 
having  got  on  the  lino  from  the  ground  where  the 
casts  were  made,  the  total  was  nil. 

C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  U.S.A. 


GAME  AND  HUNTING  IN 
MEEEY  ENGLAND. 

It  is  yet  early  spring,  but  here  in  Taunton  Vale, 
in  the  south  of  England,  the  hawthorn  hedges, 
crowned  with  fragrant  bloom,  are  white  as  banks 
of  snow  in  sunshine.  So  closely  are  the  branches 
interwoven  that  the  song  birds  can  hardly  find  a 
nesting  place  among  them,  but  yet  from  many  a 
little  opening  come  the  twitterings  of  the  babes  in 
the  nest,  while  high  up  in  the  cloudless  sky  the 
lark  pours  out  his  wondrous  melody,  and  the  gold- 
finch is  singing  blithely  among  the  willows  on  the 
banks  of  Tone.  The  primrose  and  daisies  nestle 
close  against  the  hedge,  and  cover  all  its  base  with 
colour,  filling  the  air  with  dehcate  perfume  ;  and  the 
buttercups  are  here,  too,  with  their  gleam  of  gold, 
and  on  the  lower  ground  beside  the  water  the 
Canterbury  bells  and  the  lilies  of  the  valley.  Here 
in  this  opening  through  the  hedge  the  hares  and 
rabbits  go  in  and  out  from  grain  field  to  meadow, 
and  the  fox's  cub  is  now  peeping  out,  but  seeing  me, 
draws  back  his  pointed  nose  and  runs  off'  to  Ids 
burrow  under  the  hill.  Everywhere  is  melody  and 
perfume — the  air  vibrates  with  bird  songs,  and  the 
green  fields  are  dotted  over  with  grazing  sheep. 
Down  yonder  by  the  brook,  where  the  trout  are 
leaping  from  the  water  after  the  cloud  of  many- 
coloured  flies  that  hover  it,  a  pathway  leads 
on  to  the  little  wayside  inn,  where  I  have 
spent  many  happy  evenings  listening  to*  the 
keeper's  tales  of  midnight  adventures  with  poachers 
on  the  great  preserves.    On  the  stile  that  crosses 
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the  hedge,  iiniler  the  shade  of  the  great  elms,  sit 

two  lovers — he  is  only  a  shepherd  lad  and  she  a 

dairy  maid,  but  both  seem  quite  as  happy  as  any 

lord  and  lady  in  all  the  realm  of  merry  England  ; 

and  why  should  they  not  be?    Do  wealth  and 

titles  bring  happiness,  or  coronets  heal  broken 

hearts  ?    No,  verily ;  it  is  youth  and  love  and 

ruddy  health,  with  all  our  dreams  of  future 

pleasures  yet  before  us  in  their  unclouded  beauty 

— they  may  all  pass  away  like  the  glories  of  the 

morning,  and  disappointment  darken  all  the  years  to 

come  ;  but  the  shepherd  lad  on  the  stile  beside  his 

sweetheart  is  happier  than  a  king.    There  is  a  loud 

whirr  of  wings  in  the  air  above  me  ;  it  is  only  the 

flight  of  a  golden  pheasant  from  the  open  fields, 

where  he  has  been  feeding,  to  the  great  fir  woods  of 

the  game  preserve.    But  here  in  this  hazel  thicket 

is  a  dead  hare,  caught  in  a  gin,  and  yonder,  under 

the  hedge  among  the  ferns  I  caught  a  glimpse  a 

moment  ago  of  the  brown  velvet  of  a  gamekeeper's 

sleeve.    He  is  watching  for  the  poacher  to  come  to 

get  the  hare.    I  pass  on  down  the  hedge,  book  in 

hand,  and  he  talies  no  notice ;  he  knows  me  well 

and  has  told  me  many  a  story  of  gipsy  poachers 

over  a  bottle  of  ale  at  the  wayside  inn.  But  yonder 

comes  a  great,  slouching,  ragged  ruffian,  peering 

uneasily  from  side  to  side.    He  cannot  see  me,  for 

I  have  stepped  behind  a  gorse  bush  all  ablaze  with 

golden  bloom.    He  creeps  on  slowly  towards  the 

gin ;  now  he  sees  the  dead  hare  in  the  trap  and 

seizes  it,  and  the  under-keeper,  gun  in  hand, 

bounds   from  his  hiding  place,  and  the  culprit, 

cowed  and  unresisting,  is  led  away  to  stand  his 

trial  before  the  squire  and  then  serve  out  the 

sentence  that  is  sure  to  follow  in  the  county  gaol. 
***** 

No  other  country  in  the  world  possesses  game 
birds  and  animals  of  the  chase  in  such  abundance 
as  England.  Stags,  fallow  deer,  otters,  foxes, 
hares,  and  rabbits  abound  everywhere,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they  have  been  hunted 
for  a  thousand  years  and  more,  so  carefully  have 
they  been  protected  by  the  sporting  gentry  that 
their  numbers  appear  to  increase  rather  than  to 
become  diminished.  Fine  packs  of  stag,  otter,  fox 
and  beagle  hoimds  are  kept  in  every  county,  not  to 
mention  harriers,  pointers,  setters,  spaniels,  grey- 
hoimds,  and  the  many  different  breeds  of  terriers 
and  other  hunting  dogs.  Legislative  protection, 
together  with  the  systematic  and  scientific  methods 
employed  in  the  rearing  and  -preservation  of  game, 
have  always  kept  England  well  supplied  with  game 
buds  and  animals  of  the  chase,  which  the  aristo- 
cratic sportsman  loves  to  shoot  in  the  coverts,  or 
follow  on  spirited  htmter  over  meadow  and  moor- 
land, leaping  gates,  hedges,  dykes,  and  streams 
with  a  reckless  disregard  of  danger  that  would 
amaze  the  rough-riders  of  the  West.  And  the 
ladies,  too,  join  in  the  mad  race  with  equal  zest  and 
courage,  and  at  the  inspiring  cry  of  "  Tally-ho  I  " 
or  '•  Hark  away !  "  urge  on  their  hunters  over 
everything  that  bars  the  way,  and  are  quite  often 
the  first  in  at  the  death.  It  takes  fifty-two  hounds 
to  make  a  pack  in  England.  Then,  too,  the  great 
preserves  are  filled  with  pheasants,  grouse,  and 
woodcock,  upon  which  the  noble  sportsmen  love  to 
turn  their  guns  dui-ing  the  shooting  season.  The 
guns  are  loaded  and  handed  to  them  by  the 
keepers,  and  are  fired  so  rapidly  that  the  preserve 
is  soon  filled  with  dead  and  dying  birds.  These 
are  all  collected  by  the  keepers,  and  those  not 
intended  for  the  master's  table,  or  as  presents  for 
his  friends,  are  distributed  among  his  tenantry. 

The  Ground  Game  Act  provides  that  the  tenant 
farmer  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  hares  and  rabbits 
found  on  the  farm ;  but  the  landlord  generally 
informs  him  that  he  must  either  let  them  alone  or 
give  up  the  land.  The  right  to  carry  a  gun  in 
England  costs  a  man  ten  shillings,  and  to  kill 
game  with  it  adds  four  pounds  more.  The  game- 
keepers are  true  and  trusty,  and  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  haunts  and  habits  of  every  wild  animal 
on  the  preserves.  They  know  where  the  she  fox 
has  her  burrow,  and  the  pheasant  her  nest,  and 
they  wage  unceasing  war  against  all  crows  and 
magpies,  which  eat  the  eggs,  and  weasels,  stoats, 
and  polecats,  which  destroy  the  young  of  hares, 
rabbits,  and  all  game  birds.  Owls,  too,  are  fond  of 
all  the  young  things  londer  the  keeper's  care  ;  and 
he  sets  steel  traps  on  the  tops  of  poles,  where 
these  birds  of  the  darkness  are  almost  sure  to 
alight,  and  as  the  trap  is  of  circular  form,  and 
covers  over  the  top  of  the  post,  it  is  not  noticed, 
and  many  are  taken  in  this  way  and  nailed  up  witli 
other  depredators  in  the  keeper's  museum.  The 


domestic  cat  is  an  incorrigible  poacher,  and  is  shot 
by  the  keepers  whenever  found  trespassing  on  the 
preserves.  Foxes  also  destroy  a  great  deal  of 
game ;  but  their  depredations  must  be  endured 
with  patience,  as  they  are  far  too  valuable  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  hunt  to  be  in  any  way  molested, 
and  they  are  indeed  always  most  carefully  protected 
by  the  game-keeper  and  his  assistants. 

If  the  poultry  of  the  tenant  farmer  is  carried  off 
by  foxes,  it  is  always  paid  for  by  the  members  of 
the  hunt.  The  pheasant  is  the  most  beautiful  and 
highly  prized  of  all  the  game  birds  of  Great 
Britain,  was  originally  a  native  of  the  banks  of  the 
River  Phasis,  in  Asia  Minor,  was  brought  to  Europe 
by  the  Greeks,  and  introduced  into  England  by  the 
Romans ;  and  though  countless  generations  of 
these  splendid  birds  have  been  bred  in  aviaries,  they 
have  never  been  domesticated,  and  if  given  a  chance 
of  liberty  gladly  fly  away  to  the  woods  and  coverts. 
The  hen  pheasant  is  a  poor  mother,  and  rarely  rears 
a  fair-sized  brood  from  the  fifteen  or  eighteen  eggs 
she  lays  in  April,  These  are  of  a  uniform  olive- 
brown  colour,  and  nearly  spherical  in  shape.  Any 
one  finding  a  pheasant's  nest  and  reporting  it  to  the 
keeper  receives  from  him  a  shilling,  and  all  the 
eggs  that  are  found  are  hatched  under  domestic 
hens  of  some  of  the  smaller  breeds ;  and  for  this 
purpose  all  the  broody  ones  that  can  be  had  among 
the  neighbouring  farmers  are  brought  up  and  kept 
in  aviaries,  ready  to  be  set  on  pheasants'  eggs.  The 
hens  are  set  in  coops  in  the  open  fields,  little  walks 
being  always  left  between  the  rows,  and  branches 
of  yew  and  fir  trees  spread  around  them  on  the 
ground,  for  the  yoimg  birds  to  shelter  under. 

These  are  fed  on  rabbit  meat,  boiled  with  eggs, 
and  meal,  and  when  weaned  are  almost  tamed,  but 
soon  become  quite  wild  and  fly  away  to  the 
preserves  and  coverts.  Sometimes  pure  white 
pheasants  are  seen,  and  are  remarkably  beautiful 
birds ;  but  no  effort  has  ever  been  made,  I  believe, 
to  breed  them  true  to  colour.  The  largest  pheasantry 
in  the  world  is  the  property  of  King  Edward  VII. 
at  Sandringham,  where  from  500  to  600  hens  are 
kept  in  the  most  perfect  and  costly  aviaries  ever 
built  in  any  country. 

Pheasants  roost  at  night  in  trees,  and  crow  not 
unlike  the  young  male  chicken.  They  fly  with 
great  rapidity,  but  cannot  prolong  their  flight  to 
any  great  distance  ;  and  while  many  may  be  lost 
to  the  lord  of  the  manor  by  flying  away  to  some 
neighbouring  preserve,  he  will  probably  gain'  as 
many  in  return  from  other  owners.  The  gipsies 
that  wander  everywhere  up  and  down  the  green 
secluded  lanes  of  England  are  the  most  inveterate 
poachers  in  the  kingdom.  They  are  quite  as  well 
skilled  in  woodcraft  and  forest-lore  as  the  most 
experienced  and  observing  keeper,  and  are  success- 
ful, bold,  and  cunning.  They  can  closely  imitate 
the  cry  of  any  animal,  and  are  experts  in  the 
making  of  traps  and  the  setting  of  wires  ;  they 
know  how  to  cover  a  hedgehog  over  with  clay  and 
thus  escape  annoyance  from  his  spines,  and  then 
bake  him  in  an  oven  on  the  hot  coals  of  their 
camp-fires.  When  out  at  night  oni  poaching  ex- 
peditions they  are  generally  accompanied  by 
lurchers — cross-bred  dogs  resembling  a  mongrel 
greyhound,  having  pricked  ears,  a  shaggy  coat,  and 
usually  of  a  yellowish  white  colour.  They  are 
very  fleet,  and  always  hunt  in  silence  ;  they  are 
thoroughly  trained,  will  immediately  conceal  them- 
selves on  the  approach  of  a  stranger,  and  are 
excellent  retrievers,  carrying  every  hare  and  rabbit 
they  may  catch  to  their  master,  and  laying  it 
down  at  his  feet.  Rabbits  are  caught  by  poachers 
by  spreading  nets  before  their  burrows,  then  the 
lurchers  are  sent  out  to  drive  them  in ;  many 
becoming  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the  net  are 
taken  before  they  can  extricate  themselves  and 
escape.  Hares  are  frequently  captured  in  the 
same  way,  only  the  nets  ar-e  then  stretched  before 
the  gates  and  gaps  in  the  hedges,  and  as  a  hare 
will  weigh  from  101b.  to  141b.,  and  is  of  excellent 
flavour,  it  is  more  sought  after  by  poachers  than 
any  other  animal  on  the  preserves. 

These  trespassers,  when  out  on  their  raids  at 
night,  keep  out  scouts  and  sentinels,  to  watch  the 
keepers  and  give  warning  of  their  approach.  The 
danger  signal— always  agreed  upon  among  them- 
selves before  setting  out — may  be  tlie  closely 
imitated  cry  of  some  night  bird,  the  barking  of 
a  fox,  or  the  bleating  of  a  lamb.  When  discovered 
by  the  keepers,  and  unable  to  escape  by  flight, 
they  try  to  conceal  tliemselves  behind  hedges,  at 
the  bottona  of  ditches,  or  among  the  thick  foliage 
of   some  evergreen   tree.     Sometimes,  howe^■er.. 


desperate  battles  are  fought,  and  the,\  arc  either 

killed  or  kill  the  keepers. 

■i>  «  «  i«  « 

I  was  sitting  in  the  little  parlour  of  the  wayside 
inn  one  evening,  talking  to  John  Hunter,  head 
keeper  to  Lord  Talbot,  of  Castle  Tone,  county 
Somerset.  "And  so  you  are  going  over  seas  to 
teach  in  America,"  he  said.  "  Well,  I  am  sorry 
that  we  are  to  lose  you  here.  I  heard  his  lordship 
say  after  he  came  back  from  the  grand  tour,  '  That 
a  man  may  travel  far  before  he  sees  a  finer  bit  of 
old  earth's  crust  than  Taunton  A'ale.'  " 

".\nd  he  was  quite  right.  Hunter,"  I  replied. 
"I  do  not  expect  to  find  a  finer;  but  wages  are 
better  there  than  here,  so  I  have  decided  to  sail 
next  week  and  try  my  luck  in  the  Great  Republic. 
But  before  we  part,  tell  me  another  of  your 
adventures  with  the  poachers." 

"Well,  Master  .Tames,"  he  answered,  "I  have 
told  you  about  all,  I  believe,  that  would  mterest 
you,  unless  it  were  about  how  I  came  to  get  mv 
wife." 

"  Tell  me  it,  by  all  means.  Hunter,"  I  exclaimed 
eagerly,  for  he  was  better  educated  than  most  of 
his  class  in  England,  and  told  a  story  well. 

"  I  was  only  an  under-keeper  then,"  he  continued, 
"  and  was  having  a  deal  of  trouble  with  the 
poachers.  Many  soldiers  from  the  Yale  had  ser%-ed 
their  time  in  India,  and  other  foreign  lands,  and 
came  home  again — some  as  noble  fellows  as  ever 
followed  the  fife  and  drum  to  battle,  and  others 
reckless,  idle,  and  dissipated.  Some  of  them  mar- 
ried, but  would  not  work,  and  trespassed  on  my 
lord's  preserves,  and  kept  all  us  keepers  busy  every 
night.  One  we  killed,  and  several  were  captm'ed,  and 
we  were  beginning  to  hope  that  the  worst  of  it  was 
over.  A  poor  widow,  whose  husband  was  killed  in 
the  Zulu  War,  where  the  Prince  of  France  lost  his 
life,  was  living  on  the  estate,  and  her  daughter 
Mary  was  a  splendid  girl,  and  I  was  in  love  with 
her,  but  she  was  shy,  and  I  could  never  meet  her 
where  we  two  could  be  alone  together — just  seemed 
to  always  keep  out  of  my  way,  you  see.  Well,  one 
night  I  was  out  on  the  preserve  down  by  the  brook, 
sir,  at  the  eastern  border,  when  I  heard  a  game- 
cock crow  not  far  away.  You  know,  I  believe. 
Master  James,  that  the  male  pheasant  is  a  most 
pugnacious  bird,  and  always  i-eady  for  a  battle, 
night  or  day ;  so  the  poachers  take  a  fighting  cock 
with  them  sometimes,  and  when  he  crows  the 
pheasant  will  answer  him  and  fly  down  from  his 
roost,  and  as  he  is  no  match  for  the  cock,  armed  as 
he  always  is  on  these  forages  with  sharp  steel  gafl's, 
he  is  soon  killed  and  slipped  into  the  poacher's  bag. 
Well,  I  had  been  creeping  silently  all  the  time 
toward  the  spot,  and  presently  I  heard  the  cock 
crow  again.  '  Curse  you,'  I  was  thinking  to  myself, 
'  if  I  don't  wring  your  neck  and  march  your  thieving 
master  off  to  Castle  Tone  before  you  are  much  older 
my  name  is  not  John  Himter.  Strange  it  is,'  I 
mused,  '  that  such  rubbish  come  safelj-  home  from 
war,  while  their  betters  fall  in  battle.'  Just  then, 
sir,  I  peeped  out  through  the  bushes,  which  con- 
cealed me,  and  as  the  young  moon  was  shining 
faintly  through  the  hazy  clouds,  and  there  were  a. 
few  stars  in  the  sky,  I  could  make  out  objects  quite 
distinctly  some  distance  from  me,  and  now  what 
do  you  suppose  I  saw  '?  " 

"  A  worthless  soldier  home  from  wai"s  he  never 
fought  in,  John,  or  a  vagabond  gipsy  poacher,"  I 
answered. 

"No,  Master  James,"  he  replied,  "it  was  my 
sweetheart,  Mary,  the  widow's  daughter,  standing 
there  with  the  game-cock  on  her  hand.  In  a 
moment  I  was  at  her  side.  She  did  not  scream  or 
try  to  run  away,  only  stood  there  weeping.  '  Now, 
my  lass,'  I  said,  laughing,  '  you  go  with  me  either 
to  the  parson  or  the  squire — make  your  choice.' 
But  she  only  wept  the  more  and  begged  me  not  to 
tell  his  lordship — said  her  mother  was  very  sick 
and  could  eat  nothing  in  the  house,  and  that  she 
had  borrowed  the  game-cock  and  was  trying  to  get 
a  pheasant  for  her.  Well,  I  took  her  home,  and 
before  we  got  there  we  were  promised  to  each 
other,  and  next  morning  I  told  his  lordship  all 
about  it,  except  that  I  wanted  to  marry  the  lass. 
It  was  just  at  the  beginning  of  the  shooting  season 
and  the  castle  was  filled  with  guests,  and  my  lord 
was  a  little  flushed  ^sdth  wine.  '  You  are  an  honest 

fellow.  Hunter,'  he  said,  '  and  'tis  a  d  n  shame 

that  the  poor  woman  should  be  sick  and  in  want, 
for  her  husband  died  for  old  England.  Well,  Wi- 
will  see  what  can  be  done,'  and  he  walked  away  to 
join  a  party  of  noblemen  who  were  going  domi  to 
the  stables  to  see  the  horses.    Well,  directly  I 
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heard  shouts  of  laughter  and  the  master  saying! 
'  By  Jove,  Lord  George !  that's  just  the  thing, 
and  then  he  called  me  to  them.  '  Himter,'  he  said, 
'  you  will  go  to  the  butler  and  tell  him  from  me  to 
have  a  hamper  filled  with  food,  with  half  a  dozen 
bottles  of  wine,  sent,  with  my  compliments,  to  the 
Widow  Wilson.  Then  go  there  yourself  and  say 
that  Dr.  Williams  will  call  this  evening,  and  tell 
that  little  poacher  that  I  must  see  her  imme- 
diately.' Well,  Master  James,  I  went  away  won- 
dering to  myself  what  it  all  meant.  Mary  was 
badly  frightened  when  I  told  her  what  his  lordship's 
orders  were,  and  began  to  cry,  but  her  mother  com- 
forted her,  and  bade  her  go  and  see  what  the 
master's  pleasure  was.  Well,  when  we  came  near 
the  castle  a  gieat  group  of  noblemen  came  down  to 
meet  us  and  escorted  us  into  the  great  dining  hall. 
Then  his  lordship  arose  and  said,  '  My  lords  and 
gentlemen,  I  want  your  opinions  on  matters  of 
gi'ave  import.  Here  before  you  is  one  of  my  serving 
maids  that  was  taken  on  my  preserve  at  midnight 
with  a  game-cock  on  her  hand  trying  to  Im-e  my 
pheasants  to  their  deaths ;  and  here  is  one  of  my 
imder-keepers  that  has  been  neglecting  his  duties, 
and  instead  of  capturing  poachers,  as  in  honour 
bound,  has  been  guarding  them  safely  home ;  and 
is  it  for  the  glory  of  old  England  that  young  men 
and  maidens  should  wander  together  about  the  fields 
and  forests  at  the  solemn  midnight  hour  ?  '  '  No  ! 
by  Jupiter  Ammon  1 '  cried  young  Lord  George 
Fenwick,  springing  to  his  feet.  '  Such  things  are 
not  to  be  tolerated,  unless  we  want  to  bring  the 
fain  fabric  of  our  empire  in  ruins  upon  our  heads. 
I  can  see  no  way  out  of  this  sea  of  trouble  except 
the  culprits  marry,  and  I  will  give  £5  to  help  start 
them  housekeeping.  What  say  you  all,  my  lords, 
and  gentlemen  ?  '  '  There  is  no  other  way.  Lord 
George,'  they  said,  '  and  we  each  give  ^5  as  a 
wedding  present.'  '  Well,  the  matter  is  settled 
then,  and  the  marriage  ceremony  will  be  celebrated 
in  this  hall  at  precisely  eight  o'clock,'  said  Lord 
Talbot ;  and  so  it  was,  Master  James,  with  great 
festivities." — James  M.  McCann,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


A  EOUGH  DAY  WITH  THE 
GEAYLING. 


By  the  majority  of  persons  who  are  not  anglers, 
and  by  many,  indeed,  amongst  the  latter  hardy 
class  of  individuals,  anyone  who  proposed  to  go 
out  with  a  fly  rod  in  the  gale  which  blew  at  the 
end  of  January  would  have  been  regarded  as  a 
"puir  mon  "  with  a  "  slate  off  his  garret,"  as  our 
friends  over  the  Border  would  say. 

Many  there  are  who  will  doubtless  laugh  at  the 
mere  suggestion  of  fly  fishing  for  grayling  in 
-lanuary,  but  really  the  more  one  tries  to  reckon 
up  Thymalhis  the  more  puzzled  one  gets.  When, 
however,  it  comes  to  trying  the  experiment  in  a 
north-easterly  blast,  which  appears  to  come  straight 
away  from  the  North  Pole,  or  direct  off  an  Arctic 
floe,  it  goes  without  saying  that  a  very  large 
quantum  of  enthusiasm,  if  not  heroism,  is  required 
to  face  an  aggressive  and  insinuating  wind,  one  as 
keen,  withal,  as  a  Sheffield  blade.  Of  frost  there 
was  only  a  matter  of  two  or  three  degrees,  but 
with  the  wind  this  was  quite  sufficient  to  cause 
ice  to  accumulate  and  choke  the  rings  of  the  rod, 
to  freeze  the  tiny  hackled  fly,  and  make  the  landing 
net  so  stiff  that  on  getting  a  fish  on  the  former  it 
had  to  be  immersed  in  the  water  and  thawed  ere 
it  could  be  utilised  for  landing  the  prize.  But 
with  an  ample  covering  of  thick  garments  of  sorts 
I  made  comparatively  light  of  both  wind  and 
weather.  Exercise  enabled  one  to  keep,  if  not 
absolutely  warm,  at  least  from  shivering,  and,  what 
was  more  to  the  point,  the  fish  were  fortunately 
found  to  be  in  a  fairly  good  humour.  Not  for  a 
single  moment  throughout  the  whole  day  did  the 
sun  appear,  the  sky  being  heavy  and  overcast  with 
dull  leaden  clouds  betokening  a  fall  of  snow 
probably  to  finish  up  with.  There  was  only  one 
consolation  in  re  the  wind,  and  that  was  that  it 
blew  almost  right  down  stream,  so  that  casting, 
except  in  the  more  exposed  places,  although  not 
easy  yet  was  not  particularly  difficult. 

How  would  the  grayling  behave  I  was  not  long 
in  discovering.  Of  course,  there  was  nothing  in 
the  way  of  fly  to  be  observed — if  tliere  had  been  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  fish  dry.  I  there- 
fore relied  upon  a  wet  Fancy  with  a  green  and  gold 
body,  red  tag,  and  light  hackle.  Ten  minutes 
had  scarcely  elapsed  from  the  start  before  I  noticed 


the  semblance  of  a  swu-1  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fly, 
and  on  striking  foimd,  somewhat  to  my  astonish- 
ment, that  thus  early  in  the  day  I  had  hooked  a 
grayling  of  about  lib.  weight  which  fought  well. 
A  second  grayling  was  soon  killed.  The  weather, 
which  was  already  benumbing  one's  fingers,  seemed 
all  at  once  to  get  fully  twenty  degrees  warmer.  It 
is  remarkable  what  a  piece  of  luck  in  the  way  of 
fishing  will  do  to  raise  one's  spirits,  and  tempera- 
ture too.  I  have  seen  a  man  sit  with  his  teeth 
chattering  on  a  box  looking  about  as  miserable  a 
picture  as  could  well  be  imagined,  half  perished 
with  cold,  with  cramped  limbS;  and  a  nose  of  a 
bluish  hue,  but  let  a  Ijlb.  roach  take  the  bait,  and 
discomforts  vanish.  The  atmosphere  appears  to 
get  quite  warm,  thanks  to  the  pleasure  and  excite- 
ment experienced. 

In  another  ten  minutes  I  had  on  and  played  for 
a  whUe  a  fine  fish,  but  the  hook  at  the  last  moment 
unfortimately  came  away.  After  this  matters  went 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  things  became  terribly 
quiet.  I  had  amusement  of  a  kind  all  the  same. 
In  two  hours  three  bonny  trout  (at  least  I  should 
have  called  them  "  bonny  "  in  the  proper  season) 
came  to  the  fly.  Two  of  them  were  fully  21b.  fish, 
and  all  three  were  naturally  put  back  again  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  grayling,  however, 
were  for  the  time  being  sulking.  Two  brace  of  six 
or  seven  inch  fish  I  landed,  but  they  were  too 
small  to  find  a  place  in  the  bag.  The  old  haunts 
of  the  best  fish  seemed  to  know  them  no  more. 
Probably  they  were  in  holes  which  from  my  side 
could  not  be  reached,  or  else  they  were  in  hiding 
under  the  weeds.  Where  at  other  times  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  find  big  grayling  they  were  not 
to  be  seen.  I  searched  every  place  diligently  as 
well  as  the  wind  would  allow  me,  but  with  success 
of  only  a  negative  kind.  It  was  not  until  the 
afternoon  that  another  brace  fell  to  my  rod,  l^lb. 
the  pair.  The  wind  dropped  a  little,  but  a  drizzling 
rain  began  to  fall.  This  was  the  last  straw,  and  I 
was  not  sorry  to  disjoint  the  rod,  stow  away  the 
tackle,  and  return  as  quickly  as  my  feet  would 
carry  me  to  my  headquarters  at  a  cosy  inn. 

The  Chikl. 


HEKEDITY  OE  NEEVES  ? 


At  the  present  time  there  are  human  beings  in 
existence  in  practically  every  stage  of  intellectual 
growth  through  which  we,  as  a  race,  have  passed, 
but  as  a  rule  they  either  succumb  so  soon  as  they 
come  in  contact  with  Europeans,  or  adopt,  at  least, 
a  superficial  imitation  of  western  ideas  and  habits. 
A  civilised  cannibal,  for  instance,  may  be  easily 
taught  to  forego  the  pleasures  of  infanticide,  and 
he  quickly  loses  all  such  simple  traits  of  primitive 
man.  If  he  should  so  far  forget  his  acquired  code 
of  morals  as  to  feast  upon  a  dear  relation,  he  per- 
forms the  act  unostentatiously  and  buries  the 
bones  decently  to  keep  up  appearances,  for  the 
delicacy  of  feeling  to  be  found  in  many  converted 
heathens  is  remarkable. 

There  is  much  more  in  common  between  the 
cultured  races  and  the  average  barbarian  than  we 
generally  care  to  acknowledge,  and,  taking  into 
consideration  the  commercial  and  hard-headed 
character  of  the  majority  of  the  individuals  who 
inhabit  the  civilised  portions  of  the  globe,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  any  small  signs  which  may 
remind  us  that  our  present  intellectual  standard 
has  attained  to  such  sublime  heights  by  the  action 
of  the  ordinary  laws  of  evolution.  Certain  savages, 
for  example,  construct  a  circle  of  large  stones 
within  which  they  perform  a  step  dance  before 
starting  uf)on  any  description  of  hunting  expedition. 
This  performance  is  carried  out  preparatory  to  a 
day's  fishing,  and  if  they  land  a  large  number  of 
fish  they  naturally  place  their  success  to  the  credit 
of  the  step  dance. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  arises  somewhat 
late,  and  hurries  off  to  occupy  his  favourite  swim, 
and  omits  to  conciliate  the  gods,  or  merely  waits 
to  execute  a  kick  or  two,  and  he  fails  to  procure  a 
decent  haul,  he  does  not  ascribe  his  failure  to  the 
thickness  of  the  ocean's  waters,  but  to  his  ungodly 
omission  in  the  morning  or  the  half-hearted  nature 
of  his  devotional  exercises.  His  belief  in  the 
function  is  not  in  the  least  shaken,  however,  even 
if  a  full  basket  is  not  obtained  after  the  ceremony 
has  been  properly  attended  to,  for  he  forthwith 
concludes  that  one  of  his  enemies  cast  an  evil  eye 
upon  him  the  night  before  and  worked  a  conjuring 


trick  on  the  stone  blocks  before  he  threw  up  his 
heels  in  the  mystic  circle. 

This  is  a  very  comforting  argument,  and  by  such 
simple  theories  the  trusting  heathen  maintains  a 
touching  faith  in  the  omnipotence  of  his  gods  up 
to  the  end  of  his  existence. 

The  London  angler  does  not,  of  course,  favour 
such  extreme  and  public  measures,  but  it  must  be 
privately  admitted  that  he  generally  pays  consider- 
able attention  to  many,  apparently,  irrelevant 
matters,  for  he  knows  that  ill-luck  will  attend 
him  if  he  neglects  certain  quaint  precautions,  or 
disregards  certain  tested  omens,  the  secret  meaning 
of  which  he  alone  can  properly  understand.  EN'ery 
fisherman  has  a  private  store  of  occult  knowledge, 
and  though  some  men  may  in  a  moment  of  con- 
fidence divulge  the  tail  end  of  their  beliefs,  none 
will  admit  that  their  ideas  are  tinged  with  witch- 
craft. 

An  angling  acquaintance  of  mine  attaches  the 
hook  to  his  line  with  weird  precautions  and  an 
intricate  series  of  peculiar  knots ;  another  uses  gut 
of  a  unique  shade  ;  another  fishes  for  roach  with 
hair  lines  only,  and  he  considers  it  to  be  absolutely 
essential  to  luck  that  the  hairs  be  procured  direct 
from  the  tail  of  the  reigning  monarch's  favourite 
charger,  which  appendage,  by  the  way,  must 
become  a  trifle  scanty  at  the  end  of  a  lengthy 
reign  if  many  other  anglers  have  hit  upon  the 
same  notion.  There  is  also  the  man  who  favours 
floats  of.  special  make  and  varying  sizes,  and 
arranges  them  upon  an  elaborate  system,  and 
spends  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  keeping 
them  in  their  respective  positions ;  they  must 
cause  considerable  anxiety  and  inconvenience,  but 
also  imtold  happiness. 

Supply  one  of  these  men  with  ordinary  tackle — 
if  he  catches  anything  he  will  tell  you  quietly  that 
he  would  have  been  able  to  land  double  the 
number  with  his  own  rod,  and  if  he  takes  nothing 
the  misfortune  islentirely  due  to  the  wretched  gear 
provided.  My  perverted  intelligence  has  taken  me 
back  to  the  memory  of  the  poor  deluded  heathen 
and  his  circle  of  stones,  and  so  forth. 

Another  friend  of  mine  owns  many  rods,  but  he 
only  uses  one  of  them ;  he  also  fishes  only  on  a  certain 
day  of  the  week — his  lucky  day  with  his  lucky  rod. 
He  has  constantly  told  me  that  he  does  not  believe 
in  any  such  nonsense,  and  yet  if  perchance  I  stroll 
down  to  his  favourite  reach  on  that  particular  day 
I  always  find  him  there  with  that  particular  rod  in 
his  hand. 

He  does  not  always  succeed  in  catching  fish,  but 
he  perseveres,  and  occasionally  he  is  rewarded  with 
a  good  catch,  and  that  acts  as  sufficient  encourage- 
ment to  sustain  his  faith  in  the  refuted  conviction. 
When  he  experiences  bad  luck  he  explains  that  the 
river  is  abnormally  low,  the  water  too  clear,  or  the 
wind  is  in  the  wrong  direction.  My  mind  has 
wandered  back  once  more  to  the  imhappy  barbarian 
and  his  theory  concerning  the  evil  eye  and  the 
conjuring  trick,  so  it  is  evidently  time  to  go  to  bed, 
but  before  departing  I  must  just  mention  one  more 
case  of  stubborn  faith  to  be  found  among  fishermen, 
an  example  of  which  any  member  of  an  angling 
society  could  quote.  I  allude  to  the  hoary-headed 
man  who  fishes  every  season  at  one  particular  spot ; 
he  often  tells  a  tale,  whether  you  listen  or  not  is 
immaterial,  concerning  a  gigantic  pike  he  caught 
there  when  he  was  a  lad  of  sixteen,  away  back  in 
the  early  forties ;  it  was  then  a  hole  containing 
sixteen  feet  of  water,  now  the  mud  has  accumulated 
to  within  eight  inches  of  the  surface,  and  no  fish 
have  been  taken  there  for  over  fifteen  years,  but 
still  the  venerable  angler  sits  patiently  by  the  side 
of  the  stream,  his  lhair  is  white  and  his  ancient 
figure  is  bent  with  the  burden  of  years,  but  his  dim 
gaze  is  fixed  on  the  mud,  and  he  yet  hopes  that  the 
fates  will  permit  him  to  land  the  mate  of  his  old 
victim  before  he  follows  him  into  the  land  of 
shades. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  all  governed  more  or 
less  by  a  code  of  minor  superstitions  which  form  a 
mild  religion,  in  the  dogma  of  which  we  have  a 
deep-rooted  trust. 

Is  this  the  lingering  effects  of  heredity,  or  is  it 
simply  caused  by  stress  of  nerves  brought  on  by 
excessive  tea  drinking  ?         Herman  Moroney. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2.'.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Kly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClellaiiJ, 
"Athenian  "of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
I  his  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2,5.  2d.  to  Sampson  IjOW,  M arston  and  Cu, , 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  SEVERN. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Con- 
servators v?as  held  on  Jan.  30  at  the  Council  House, 
Birmingham,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  (chairman)  pre- 
siding. The  election  of  officers  and  committees  for 
the  ensuing  year  was  first  proceeded  with.  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  was  unanimously  chosen  as  chairman, 
and  Messrs.  A.  C.  Cherry,  J.  Stallard,  jun.,  and 
Sidney  S.  Starr  were  reappointed  as  treasurer,  clerk, 
and  auditor  respectively.  The  chairman  then  pre- 
sented his  report  for  the  year  1901.  He  stated  that 
although  the  year  had  not  been  in  all  respects 
satisfactory,  it  had  been  a  great  improvement  on  late 
years,  and  had  produced  far  better  results  than  the 
previous  year.  In  order  to  make  the  expenditure  of 
the  Board  come  within  its  income  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  make  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  water- 
bailiffs.  The  superintendent  resigned  in  November, 
and  the  Executive  Committee  confirmed  his  (Mr. 
Bund's)  action  in  accepting  the  resignation.  He  asked 
the  Board  not  to  fill  up  the  post,  as  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  getting  a  man  who  understood  both  the 
estuary  and  fresh  water  fisheries,  and  he  thought,  for 
a  time  at  least,  the  interests  of  the  Board  would  be 
the  better  served  by  the  appointment  in  both  the 
upper  and  estuary  districts  of  a  bailifi  to  be  foreman 
over  the  others.  It.  was  with  some  regret  he  had 
to  report  that  more  stringent  efforts  had  not  been 
made  to  put  down  poaching ;  reports  of  spearing  from 
the  upper  district,  of  the  use  of  dynamite  in  the 
middle  district,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  cases  of  illegal 
fishing  had  been  received.  For  the  present  purpose 
he  assumed  them  to  be  true.  It  was  most  difficult 
with  the  small  force  at  the  Board's  disposal  to 
grapple  effectively  Wiih.  them,  as  with  such  cases  the 
Board  had  to  contend  not  only  with  the  indifference 
of  the  landowners,  the  sympathy  of  a  number  of  other 
persons,  but  also,  in  some  cases,  with  the  hardly 
veiled  connivance  of  .those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
carry  out  the  law.  The  angling  societies  having,  by 
urging  their  members  not  to  take  out  licences,  done 
all  they  could  to  cripple  the  Board,  had  found  that  the 
restricted  protection  given  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Freshwater  had  not  tended  to  increase  their  sport. 
To  meet  this  it  had  been  decided  that  a  nominee  from 
each  angling  association  should  be  appointed  honorary 
water-bailiff.  The  revenue  of  the  board  for  the  year 
1901  was  f  1010  9s.  9d.,  and  the  expenditure  £1001  6s.  5d. 
In  effect  the  Board  paid  their  way.  The  outstanding 
balance  against  the  Board  was  now  £143  Os.  lid.  Nothing 
had  been  done  in  the  matter  of  pollution  of  the  river. 
Several  cases  of  poisoned  fish  occurred,  but  in  none 
of  the  cases  was  there  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
prosecutions  being  taken.  The  Worcestershire  County 
Council  had  been  carrying  out  experiments  with 
some  of  the  different  forms  of  bacterial  filters,  and 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  trying  to  see  the  effect 
of  the  effiueut  from  such  filters  on  fish.  So  far  as 
the  experiments  had  gone  the  results  would  seem  to 
be  that  the  filtered  effluent  was  not  necessarily 
injurious  to  fish,  that  the  injury  to  fish  arose  more 
from  the  absence  of  oxygen  in  the  effluent  than  from 
the  presence  of  filthy  or  poisonous  matter,  and  that 
the  old  idea  that  the  most  highly  purified  effluent 
was  the  best  for  fish  was  not  correct,  as  the  more 
highly  purified  the  effluent  the  less  oxygen  there  was 
in  it,  and  so  it  was  more  harmful  to  fish.  These 
results  were,  however,  only  provisional  ;  some  further 


experiments  were  being  made,  and  it  was  hoped  some 
reliable  results  would  be  arrived  at.  The  sum  received 
for  licences  was  £940  9s.  6d. — £460  10s.  being  in 
respect  of  salmon  licences,  and  £479  19s.  6d.  of  trout 
licences.  While  those  figures  were  below  the  average 
of  the  years  from  1890  to  1899  they  were  an  improve- 
ment on  last  year.  An  improvement  was  also  reported 
in  the  take  of  salmon,  the  number  being  18,000  last 
year  as  against  10,500  in  1900.  The  average  weight 
was  about  121b.,  and  the  largest  fish  caught  weighed 
411b.,  one  of  the  worst  of  the  present  features  in  the 
Severn  being  the  decline  of  large  fish.  The  trout 
season  had  not  been  satisfactory,  probably  owing  to 
the  dry  season,  but  1901  was  the  best  grayling  season 
there  had  been  for  years.  As  to  coarse  fish  there  was 
still  the  complaint  from  many  parts  tliat  pike  and 
other  coarse  fish  were  increasing  to  the  detriment  of 
trout,  but  anglers  for  coarse  fish  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  district  were  not  satisfied  with  the  number  of  fish 
they  took.  In  conclusion,  the  chairman  stated  that  it 
appeared  that  the  bad  and  good  years  of.  salmon  ran 
in  cycles,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  were  now  enter- 
ing on  a  good  cycle,  though  it  must  not  be  expected 
that  the  maximmn  of  former  years  would  be  reached, 
as  fewer  fish  were  now  taken  than  used  to  be  the  case, 
probably  because  there  were  fewer  fish  to  take. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  expressed  the  hope  that  they  had  turned  the 
corner  now,  and  that  ere  long  they  should  be  able  to 
increase  their  staff  of  bailiffs.  Dealing  with  poach- 
ing, he  said  he  did  not  deny  that  a  certain  amount 
prevailed,  but  he  did  not  think  there  was  anything 
like  the  amount  of  poaching  he  was  told  there  was. 
Such  was  the  opinion  he  had  formed  after  personal 
investigation.  'There  was  a  report  that  a  lot  of 
poaching  went  on  at  Diglis  Weir,  at  Worcester, 
and  he  sent  a  number  of  bailiffs  and  others  who  were 
unknown  in  the  district  to  enquire  into  the  matter, 
but  they  had  never  been  able  to  find  anything,  and 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  reports  of 
poaching  so  largely  circulated  must  be  due  to  one  of 
two  causes — either  people  went  down  to  the  river  late 
in  the  evening  after  they  had  dined,  or  they  had  the 
extraordinary  power  of  seeing  what  they  vrished  to  see. 
(Laughter.)  He  briefly  referred  to  the  question  of 
pollution,  and  then  commenting  on  the  prosecutions 
taken  during  the  year  mentioned  a  case  in  which  a 
person  had  been  summoned  for  selling  unclean  salmon 
and  had  been  fined  lOs.,  and  allowed  time  to  pay  the 
money.  It  was  a  serious  offence,  and  the  Board  would 
hardly  believe  him  when  he  told  them  that  the  magis- 
trates had  gone  on  extending  the  time  from  March, 
and  the  fine  had  not  yet  been  paid.  If  that  was  the 
way  the  law  was  administered  they  could  effect  a  large 
economy  by  getting  rid  of  their  water-bailiffs.  It  was 
a  farce  trying  to  carry  out  the  law  in  that  way.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Having  declared  that  any  attempt  to  preserve 
coarse  fish  would  be  a  disastrous  step  for  the  Board,  he 
made  mention  of  a  matter  which  cropped  up  during 
the  hearing  of  an  enquiry  at  Hereford  regarding  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Wye,  and  contended  that  extensive 
fishing  below  the  bridge  at  Chepstow  simply  meant  a 
larger  amount  of  fishing  in  the  Severn  estuary  than 
formerly,  and  that  was  a  serious  matter  for  their 
district.  It  would  mean  a  decrease  of  the  fish  ascend- 
ing the  river,  and  the  Board  could  not  allow  such  a 
decrease  to  take  place.  After  the  resolution  bad  been 
seconded,  Mr.  T.  Coles  criticised  the  paragraph  of 
the  report  having  reference  to  angling  societies. 
The  angling  societies  had  reasonable  ground 
for  refusing  to  take  licences  out.  If  the 
Board  had  paid  proper  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
societies  they  would  have  received  a  large  revenue 
from  that  source.  As  for  the  reduction  of  bailiffs,  he 
thought  it  was  a  penny-wise-and-pound-foolish  policy. 
Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  said  the  reason  his  society  had  not 
been  at  one  with  the  Board  was  because  the  most 
important  part  of  the  fishing  had  been  thoroughly 
neglected  at  Worcester  during  the  close  season.  If 
proper  protection  was  given  to  the  water  during  the 
coarse  fishing  close  season  they  would  do  all  they 
could  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Board.  In  answer 
to  a  question  the  chairman  said  that  the  Board  would 
save  about  £65  by  the  appointment  of  two  foremen 
bailiffs  instead  of  a  new  superintendent.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously.  The 
chairman  afterwards  said  that  there  was  no  need  for 
the  Board  to  oppose  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Bill,  as  the  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire 
County  Councils  were  going  to  oppose  it  strongly.  A 
resolution  was  passed  deciding  that  where  the  charge 
for  trout  was  2s.  on  one  bank  of  the  river  the  same 
amount  should  be  charged  on  the  other ;  and  the 
chairman  next  jjroposed  that  water-bailiffs  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  trout  rod  and  line  licences  on  the  same 
commission  allowed  to  distributors.  He  said  it  was 
a  return  to  an  old  custom  which  was  discontinued 
because  it  was  thought  the  bailiffs  paid  more  attention 
to  selling  licences  than  they  did  to  looking  after  the 
fishery  ;  but  the  Board  had  received  many  complaints 
from  fishermen  about  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
licences,  hence  it  was  proposed  to  revert  to  the  old 
system.  The  resolution  was  seconded  and  carried^ 
and  the  meeting  terminated. — IMnningham  IkiUy  Post^ 


ANGLING  OX  THE  RIVER  COQUET. 

Wk  are  reminded  by  the  issue  of  the  prospectus  b\- 
the  Coquet  Committee  of  the  Northumberland  Anglers' 
Federation  of  the  fact  that  salmon  fishing  commenced 
on  Feb.  1  on  the  Coquet.  Since  the  close  of  last  season 
the  heavy  floods  have  enabled  a  large  number  of 
salmon  to  ascend  the  river,  and  from  the  reports  of 
the  different  fishery  officers  the  prospects  for  the 
coming  season  are  particularly  bright.  It  may  interest 
trout  fishers,  who  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  visit- 
ing their  favourite  stream,  to  know  that  the  Coquet 
Committee  intend  placing  a  large  number  of  yearlings 
in  the  river  this  spring.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  that 
Mr.  W.  A.  Watson-Armstrong  and  Mr.  Louis  Ames 
have  extended  the  same  privileges  to  the  members  of 
the  Anglers'  Federation  as  in  past  seasons. — NewcaxtU 
Journal. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  'Bigh  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

f30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r 65  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „  Putney.  M\Ar^  «     »  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  *°"180  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridok. 

_  .     ,  ,  „                        Moming.  Eyeninn. 

Saturday,  Feb.  8                          1.55    2.13 

Sunday,  ,,  9                            2.30    -'.i' 

Monday,  „  10                         :i.  5    :i->3 

Tuesday,  „  11                           :{.4o    .j.'.^s 

Wednesday,  ,,  12                            4.17    4.3« 

Thursday,  ,,  in                         4..55    r,  14 

Friday,  „  14                         .5.3:3    5,53 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genebal  Eemarks.— There  has  been 
quite  a  scarcity  of  anglers  on  the  river  this  week, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  on  Monday  the  fall 
of  snow  was  severe  whilst  it  lasted,  and  the  thaw  on 
Tuesday  upset  the  condition  of  the  water.  By  now, 
however,  the  water  should  have  improved,  most  of  the 
snow-broth  having  nearly  passed  away  on  Thursday. 
The  river  is  at  summer  level,  and  though  clear 
at  the  sides,  it  has  a  nice  greenish  tint  in  about 
six  foot  of  .water,  so  that  if  there  be  no 
further  rain  some  good  chub  fishing  should  be  had. 
The  few  anglers  I  have  seen  out  have  reported 
that  the  roach  fishing  has  been  extremely  poor,  those 
fish  which  were  caught  only  averaging  a  small  size. 
Chub,  however,  have  been  caught  up  to  3ilb.,  and 
several  smaller  fish  have  been  had.  There  is 'now  five 
weeks'  fishing  left  us  before  the  coarse  fishing  season 
closes,  and  a  little  rain  would  be  welcomed,  just 
sufficient  to  give  the  water  more  colour,  if  good  sport 
is  to  be  had  before  the  coarse  fishing  tackle  is  put  by 
for  another  three  months. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Eton). — The  water  is    slightly  coloured, 

but  sport  cannot  be  looked  for  until  the  snow 
is  out  of  the  river.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured 
out  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  piercing  cold 
winds.  I  put  in  three  dozen  jack  and  five  hundred 
chub  and  roach  on  Feb.  4  for  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Preservation  Association. — Cecil  Howleit. 

 (Streatley). — Water  a  little  coloured  with 

snow  in  it ;  no  fish  of  any  consequence  have  been 
taken  ;  very  few  have  been  fishing.  Mr.  H.  Perry  took 
three  fine  pike,  two  of  them  121b. — Horace  J. 
Gaedneb. 

  CWargrave). — Fishing  here  on  Jan.  29  Mr. 

Newington  had  a  good  take  of  pike  ;  in  about  two 
hours  he  captured  six  fish  weighing  341b.,  largest 
lOlb.,  one  of  81b.,  one  of  61b.,  and  three  smaller  ones. 
Since  then  nothing  has  been^  taken,  the  wind  and 
snow  putting  anglers  off.  The  prospects  'are  none  too 
rosy  for  the  next  few  days. — A.  W.  C. 

Avon  (Hampshire). — On  Feb.4,Mr.  JohnPaterson, 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  caught  a  salmon  weighing 
18Jlb.  with  a  5-0  Silver  Doctor. 

Bottisham  Locks  CWater beach). — The  river  is 
now  in  good  condition,  and  with  the  prospects  of 
settled  weather  the  pike  must  be  more  hungry ;  there 
are  plenty  of  ithem  all  on  to  Upware,  and  especially 


HOLLOWAY  S  PILLS  AND  OINTilEXT.  The  most  effectu.il 
Cure  for  Gout  and  Rheumatism.  A  fre<|uent  cause  of  these  is 
the  intlammatory  state  of  the  blood,  atleinlml  witli  bad  dit:estioii. 
lassitude,  and  great  debility,  showing  tlie  want  of  a  proper 
circulation  of  the  tluid,  and  that  impurity  of  the  bIoo<l  greatly 
aggravates  tliese  disorders.  Holloway  s  Pills  are  of  so  purifying 
a  nature  that  a  few  doses  taken  in  time  are  an  elfectual 
preventive  against  gout  and  rheumatism,  but  anyone  who  hat 
an  attack  of  either  should  use  Holloway  s  Ointment  also,  which 
must  be  thoroughly  rul)bed  into  the  parts  affected  at  least  twiot- 
a  day,  after  thoy  have  been  sufficiently  fomented  with  wanii 
water  to  open  the  pores. 
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by  the  Lodes.  Anglers  here  are  anxious  to  be  tempt- 
ing them  with  live  bait,  which  can  be  had  at  the 
locks.  Roach  angling  has  been  out  of  all  question, 
not  a  rod  seen  on  the  river  during  the  week.-— John  O. 
Gbobue,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bures  (Stour,  Suffolk).— Fishing  in  this  district 
has  been  very  slow  during  the  past  week,  the  wind 
having  been  in  the  north  or  east  most  of  the  time,  and 
bitterly  cold.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  Mr. 
Selby  having  a  few  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  each,  while 
other  London  anglers,  on  the  2nd,  had  some  small 
jack  up  to  51b.  each.  The  water  is  still  clear,  and 
although  we  have  had  some  snowstorms  not  enough 
to  put  any  snow  broth  into  the  water. — W.  T.  Bain 

JiPvIDGE. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  week's 
report  the  north-easterly  gales  and  snow  have  put  a 
stop  to  all  fishing  operations  so  far  as  the  rodsters  are 
concerned,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  not  favourable.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  the 
trout  season  opens  that  we  shall  have  more  genial 
weather,  or  the  feathery  lure  will  not  do  any 
execution  I  fear.  Weather  now  dull  and  cloudy. 
IIed  Paljieb. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 

There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  change  in  the  weather 
from  that  prevailing  at  this  time  last  week.  Appa- 
rently only  enthusiasts  are  seeking  sport,  and  most 
of  these  plying  trolling  rod.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
fairly  well  maintained  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
neighbourhood.  Pretty  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  south  Forty-foot  about  Swineshead.  Excel- 
lent reports  of  pike  fishing  are  also  to  hand  from 
the  drains  about  Wisbech,  and  particularly  from 
the  Middle  Level  Drain  at  U^Jwell.  London  "anglers 
have  been  doing  well  there,  both  by  live  bait  and 
spinning,  many  stones  of  fish  having  been  accounted 
for.  Some  of  these  have  ranged  from  91b.  to  141b. 
each.  This  drain  is  said  to  be  full  of  pike,  and  anyone 
wishing  a  good  outing  should  turn  up  at  Wisbech  ere 
long.  Encouraging  accounts  also  come  from  Billing 
borough,  the  Welland,  and  other  points. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Angling  has  been 
very  quiet  in  this  neighbourhood  since  the  advent  of 
the  cold.  Snow  broth  has  got  into  the  upper  waters, 
and  consequently  only  persistent  anglers  have  visited 
the  waterside.  A  few  captures  of  roach  have  been 
spoken  of,  and  also  of  a  few  pike.  Perhaps 
the  best  fishing  of  the  locality  has  been  got 
between  Carlton  and  Torksey  on  the  Trent.  Those 
visiting  Dunham  and  the  neighbourhood  have  had  a 
little  sport,  using  maggots,  among  roach,  and  pike 
fishing  has  not  yielded  very  well.  Chub  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good,  some  pretty  good  fish  having  been 
brought  to  hand  by  bullock's  pith. — L. 

Lea. — Weather  far  from  favourable  to  angling  has 
been  experienced  in  the  Lea  Valley  since  I  last  wrote, 
and  few  rods  have  been  out.  A  perfect  hurricane  has 
raged  at  times,  and  angling  has  been  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Down  to  this  (Thursday)  morning  I  cannot 
bear  of  a  single  take  worth  recording,  but  the  weather 
has  changed  for  the  better,  and  sport  with  pike  and 
roach  ought  to  ensue  it  calm  winds  are  experienced. 
The  river  is  in  fair  order,  but  there  is  still  some  snow 
in  it.  Perch  fishing  in  the  waters  rented  by  the 
Angling  Association  close  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month. — Iz  AAK  Walton. 

Liig^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  low  and  clear  and  in  fair 
Older  for  fishing,  and  could  do  with  a  little  more  water 
in  them  to  make  them  in  good  order.  Angling  in  this 
part  has  been  very  slow  for  the  last  month,  the 
weather  having  heen  so  very  changeable  that  anglers 
will  not  venture  out.  The  grayling  are  moving  a 
little  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  it  will  he  slow 
until  trout  fishing  begins  next  month,  when  good 
sport  should  be  had.    The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — 

CVw  YNNh:. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Tliesc  rivers  are  now  in  fair  order  for  grayling  fishing 
with  iiottom  or  mid  water  baits.  The  extremely  cold 
winds  we  have  experienced  lately  have  kept  anglers 
away  from  the  rivers,  and  consequently  but  little  has 
been  done.  To-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  dull  with 
\vind  N.E.  Should  fairly  fine  weather  ensue  sport  may 
1)6  anticipated  the  coming  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Inclement  weather  has 
prevailed,  and  only  the  most  robust  and  enthusiastci 
anglers  would  venture  out  in  the  piercing  cold ; 
nothing  to  report  for  the  last  few  days.  There  is  now 
some  chance  of  us  getting  a  report  upon  the  state  of 
the  river,  as  at  the  appointment  of  conservators  at  the 
last  meeting  of  Northants  County  Council  the  matter 
was  made  special  mention  of. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  thorough  good 
condition  for  all  round  angling,  and  the  larger  fish 
seem  to  be  coming  on  now.  It  has  been  very  cold  and 
rough,  but  those  who  did  stick  it  were  rewarded,  Mr. 
Dukes  and  several  other  gentlemen  getting  10-pounders. 
The  larf;est  fish  during  the  week,  121b.,  was  to  a 
Cambridge  gentleman's  rod.  The  wind  has  dropped 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  some  very  good  roach  taken. 
— A.  ScAuo, 


Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Conditions  very  favour- 
able all  round.  Mr.  G.  R,  James,  a  member  of  our 
society,  fishing  in  the  Brickhill  Hole,  St.  Ives,  on 
Feb.  1,  landed  a  splendid  pike  of  201b.  There  have 
been  several  lauded  here  during  the  past  ten  days 
weighing  from  91b.  3oz.  up  to  121b.  8oz.,  and  every- 
thing promises  to  a  good  finishing  up  of  the  pike 
fishing  which  terminates  so  far  as  our  club  is  con- 
cerned on  Feb.  28.— Edward  Gollinson. 

 (St.  Neots) . — Water  rather  clear.   The  weather 

has  been  vile  during  the  last  few  days,  and  anglers 
have  not  cared  to  face  it.  Consequently  there  has 
been  no  sport  worth  recording  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for 
spawning,  and  we  have  had  plenty  of  water  all 
through  the  winter.  I  was  on  the  Meavy  on  Tuesday 
just  to  have  a  look  at  the  river,  and  the  water  was 
coming  over  the  weir  in  good  quantity.  Fishermen 
are  looking  forward  to  March  1.— William  Hbaedeh. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  several  days  past  a  strong  gale  of  wind 
has  been  blowing  continuously  from  the  east,  bringing 
with  it  several  falls  of  snow,  most  of  which  still  remains 
on  the  surface  of  the  land  in  this  neighbourhood  and 
the  Welsh  mountains  are  completely  covered  with  it. 
At  present  although  the  gale  of  wind  has  abated 
the  wind  still  continues  in  the  east,  and  is  bitterly  cold 
with  sharp  frosts  at  night,  so  that  very  few  anglers 
care  to  pursue  their  favourite  sport  under  such  un 
favourable  circumstances.  Salmon  fishing  com- 
menced in  these  rivers  on  Monday  last,  but  none  have 
as  yet  been  captured  with  nets  or  otherwise,  although 
the  streams  are  now  at  their  ordinary  level  for  the 
season  of  the  year. — Yvrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  in  the  early  portion  of  the  week  was  adverse, 
and  but  few  cared  to  brave  the  elements  ;  later  on 
snow  in  the  water  spoiled  sport.  Very  little  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Ouse  or  Cuckmere.  A  small  carp 
of  2^1b.  was  captured  at  Hamsey  on  the  Ouse  by  Mr. 
P.  Worster,  and  a  few  small  pike  were  taken  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills  and  Isfield.  Sport  on  the  Cuckmere  has 
not  been  satisfactory.  At  Chichester  Canal  a  brace  of 
41_b.  pike  were  taken  on  Feb.  1  by  a  visitor  spinning 
with  spoon  from  the  Birdham  reach,  and  one  fish  lost 
by  the  line  freezing  to  the  rings.  Mr.  Weller  secured 
a  nice  perch  of  If  lb.,  and  a  pike  of  31b.,  with  live  snap 
in  the  Donnington  reach  on  Tuesday.    Some  good 

fish  are  feeding  in  the  basin,  but  ignore  live  gorge  

G.  F.  Salter.  ^   ^  " 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Frost  and  snow  has  stopped 
the  fishing,  and  very  few  have  ventured  out  to  catch  a 
few  fish  and  a  good  cold.— Rl'Sty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  all  the  snow  water  has 
run  out  of  it,  and  it  is  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  but  very  cold,  with  a  raw  east 
wind  blowing,  and  it  has  not  been  at  all  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  very  few  rods  have  been 
on  the  river  this  week.  There  has  been  some 
sharp  frosts  at  night,  and  during  the  day  snow 
has  threatened,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
fall  of  snow  before  the  end  of  the  week.  Grayling 
have  been  inclined  to  move  during  middle  day  on 
the  streams,  but  fishing  generally  is  slow  and  will  be 
until  it  gets  more  favourable  to  get  out  without 
catching  a  cold ;  anglers  seem  inclined  to  wait 
until  after  the  2nd  March,  when  trout  come  in  season, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport 
being  had.  Pike  are  now  on  the  feed,  and  sport 
should  be;had  with  Use  bait.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Olun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  leveh 
and  in  good  order,  but  no  fishing  done  in  them  of 
late.—S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  has 

now  cleared  and  gone  done,  and  is  now  considerably 
improved  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  very  cold  with  east  winds  blowing  and  snow 
threatening,  and  anglers  have  not  been  tempted  to  go 
out  on  the  river.  Grayling  have  been  rising  at  mid- 
day for  a  short  time,  but  no  fishing  of  any  account 
has  been  done  this  week,  and  little  will  be  done  as 
long  as  the  wind  keeps  in  the  quarter  it  is,  and  very 
few  anglers  will  be  out  before  trout  comes  in  season. 
— Woecesteb. 

■Welland  (Market  Deeping).  — This  river,  like 
the  Teme  and  Ouse,  has  been  yielding  excellent  pike- 
fishing  results.  Mr.  Charity  has  captured  two  pike, 
one  , scaling  81b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  Stamford,  four, 
largest  6Jlb.  ;  and  Capt.  Strangeways,  one.  A  12Jlb. 
pike  was  caught  in  the  Welland,  near  Tinwell,  by 
Mr.  Haynes.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  Stamford, 
rector  of  St.  Mary's,  had  some  capital  sport  with 
pike  in  a  private  pond  near  Stamford.  He  landed 
several,  the  largest  weighing  IGJlb.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Dlid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Anglers  have  been  somewhat  scarce  on  the  Witham 
owing  to  the  bad  weather.  Roach  fishers  have  been 
handicapped  by  frost  and  snow,  but  pike  fishers,  who 
have  been  most  numerous,  have  had  pretty  good  sport. 
About  Tattershall  many  roach  have  boon  captured  up 
to  lib.  each  by  fishing  close  in  with  stationary  bait. 
At  Bardney,  Southrey,  Ivirkstcad,  and  Stixwold  there 


have  been  some  fair  roach  captures,  and  also  on  the 
Smcil  Dyke,  and  the  old  Barling's  river.  Scores 
of  pike,  ranging  from  31b.  to  81b.,  have  been  taken 
froni  the  river,  best  lota  between  Kirkstead  and 
Dogdyke.  Perch  also  have  been  captured  at  drain  end 
with  brandling  worms.  At  Billiughay  Drain  end 
some  specimens  have  been  landed  up  to  nearly  21b. 
Some  have  also  been  taken  near  Anton  Gowts  Lock. 
Only  m  isolated  places  have  the  drains  about  Boston 
been  patonised.  Local  anglers  have  had  fairly  good 
sport  from  the  holes  in  the  Aqueduct  Drain,  the  best 
being  captured  by  worms,  and  some  good  sport  has 
been  experienced  at  Old  Leake,  where  pike  have  been 
captured  up  to  101b.  each.  Tlie  Bellwater  stretch  has 
also  yielded  sport.  What  is  known  as  the  Hob  Hole 
Dram  has  also  yielded  well.  A  good  assortment  of 
roach  and  perch  were  got  at  Old  Leake.— Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— The  greater  part  of  the 
salmon  that  were  in  the  breeding  tributaries  have 
finished  operations.  There  have  been  some  heavy 
floods,  which  may  have  done  damage  to  the  spawning 
beds.    Fishing  for  pike  good.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent.  Ouse, 
&c.   (Yorks).— The  ice  broke  up  on  the  Yore  on 
Feb.  1,  but  the  bitter  cold  north-east  winds  have  been 
against  angling,  and  I  don't  think  half-a-dozen  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  higher  waters,  and  I  am  sure 
very  few  on  the  lower  reaches.     A  few  pike  have  been 
caught,  but  they  run  small,  and  the  very  bright  water 
has  been  against  roach  fishing.  I  hear  from  Morton-on- 
Swale  that  grayling  in  that  district  have  been  well  on  the 
feed  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  caught  since 
the  wind  changed  from  the  north-east  to  north-west. 
The  Wiske  is  in  capital  trim,  although  it  is  still 
frozen  over  in  places.    The  Bedare  Beck  is  free  from 
ice,  but  there  is  little  doing.  Several  angling  clubs  have 
closed  their  lengths'on  the  Wharfe  until  the  opening 
of  the  trout  season,  consequently  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches.    Very  moderate 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Ilkley,  Otley,  or  Collingham 
Bridge.   Sport,  too,  amongst  the  roach,  dace  and  chub 
in  the  lower  waters  has  fallen  oil.  A  few  pike  have  been 
captured  with  the  "Harrogate"  Spinner  and  with 
preserved  sprats,  and  an  odd  fish  or  two  with  live  bait, 
but  they  have  run  small  and  the  sharp  frosts  have 
not  seemingly  increased  the  appetites  of  the  big  fish, 
as  might  have  been  expected  would  have  been  the 
case.  There  should,  however,  be  some  good  sport  with 
pike  for  a  few  weeks  to  come.    Stress  of  weather  has 
reduced  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Derwent  and, 
as  far  as  I  know,  sport  up  this  river  and  in  the 
Ouse  has    been    "  stale,    flat    and  unprofitable." 
The  frost  has    stopped  the    flow  of  the  springs 
"on     the     tops,"     and    the    highest    hills  are 
covered   with    snow,   consequently   the   rivers  are 
low  and  bright,  and  until  we  have  a  greater  volume  of 
water  running  through  them  sport  will  not  improve. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banifshire).— The  severe  frost  of  late 
was  of  short  duration,  and  for  the  brief  time  that  the 
river  was  frozen  at  the  entrance  the  run  of  salmon 
was  not  long  delayed.  The  lessee  of  the  net  salmon 
fishings,  Provost  Bisset,  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
a  supply  of  ice,  his  ice-house  being  well  filled.  The 
salmon  fishers  are  making  preparations  for  Feb.  11, 
the  opening  day  of  the  season.  Should  the  weather 
prove  favourable  the  bag  nets  will  be  set  in  the  sea  at 
the  various  stations.  The  river  fishermen  will  com- 
mence operations  early  in  the  morning  at  the  Raik 
Cottages,  about  one  and  a  half  mile  distant  from  the 
entrance  to  the  river.  For  the  past  year  or  so  the 
fishermen  have  been  working  further  down  the  river 
to  the  east  of  Duff  House.  At  this  place  there  is  a 
fine  bend  on  the  river,  and  the  nets  can  be  plied  to 
better  advantage.  The  local  hatchery  has  not  been 
filled  this  season. — H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore). — On  Feb.  1,  on  the  reserve 
water.  Lord  M.  Graham  killed  one  salmon  of 
141b. ;  Mr.  A.  Holder,  Remoney  Lodge,  killed  one 
salmon  of  261b.  On  Feb.  4,  Mr.  A.  Holder  killed  one 
salmon  of  151b.  No  boats  out  from  the  hotel.  The 
loch  should  fish  well  directly  there  is  a  change  in 
the  weather. — Wm.  Knight. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  prospects  for  the 
coming  season  are  the  brightest  that  have  been 
experienced  for  many  years.  Fresh  run  fish  were 
observed  on  the  Dee  as  far  inland  as  Ballater,  and  all 
along  the  pools  are  literally  teeming  with  fresh  run 


Trout  Hies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Uest 
(inality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  diawii 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  pei'  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Kly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  cust'  iiiers' 
i  e(iuirciiients.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skln-s. 
Large  stock  of  Bine  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Alallard,  .md 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooki,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4.1.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  hoiseliair 
casts,  is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  cai^h.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — .1.  E.  MlLLKit 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  .Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leetls.' 
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spring  fish.  Anglers  are  now  beginning  to  arrive,  and 
are  confidently  looking  forward  to  a  good  time  of  it. — 
G.  M. 

Tay. — The  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  been  in 
good  order,  and  fair  sport  has  been  got.  Several  of  the 
principal  beats  have,  however,  not  been  fished  since  the 
first  of  the  month,  including,  amongst  others,  Mickle- 
hour,  Stobhall,  and  Cargill  beats,  leased  by  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  and  Delvine,  leased  by  R.  A.  B.  Marsham. 
The  tenant  of  Murthly  has  been  fairly  lucky,  getting 
on  an  average  one  fish  a  day.  Pishing  on  Stobhall 
beat,  on  Jan.  30,  Messrs.  Turner,  Younger,  and  Malloch 
had  one  fish  of  151b.,  and  on  the  31st,  fishing  Lower 
Cargill  beat,  Messrs.  Turner  and  Younger  had  one 
fish  of  251b.  Fishing  Upper  Stanley,  on  Jan.  30, 
Mr.  Sidney  Jones,  London,  had  one  fish  of  201b., 
and  on  the  lower  beat  on  the  following  day  two 
salmon  of  121b.  and  201b.  Mr.  Jones  for  his  fifteen 
days'  fishing  has  caught  in  all  fourteen  fish  weighing 
2271b.  Mr.  J.  P.  Goodburn,  fishing  Lower  Stanley  on 
Feb.  3,  landed  one  salmon  of  81b.  The  boat- 
man from  Fisher's  Hotel,  Pitlochry,  fishing  on 
the  middle  beat,  Dunkeld,  on  Jan.  29,  landed 
a  nice  salmon  of  171b.  On  Clorchfoldech  water  on 
Jan.-  30,  Mr.  Macpherson,  of  Findynate,  caught  two 
salmon  of  201b  and  101b.  and  on  Grandlully  one  of 
141b.  The  river  Lyon  is  at  present  shut  up  with  ice. 
The  net  fishing  on  the  Tay  opened  on  Feb.  5  very 
successfully.  At  one  of  the  stations  88  fish  were 
netted  during  the  morning. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  having  been  covered  vyith  ice,  and  sub- 
sequently swollen  with  melted  snow,  since  Feb.  1  there 
has  not  yet  been  any  salmon  angling  to  speak  of. 
The  rivers  cleared  a  'Htle,  and  one  or  two  anglers 
tried  their  luck  on  the  Teviot,  with  the  result  of 
lauding  a  few  kelts.  Mr.  Marris,  of  Worksop,  has 
taken  the  Hendersyde  fishings  for  two  months.  Mr. 
Kidson  has  also  taken  the  Sprouston  water  till  the 
end  of  June,  and  Mr.  Ley  has  sub-let  the  Upper 
Floors  water  for  the  same  period  to  l^Ir.  Herring,  of 
London. — Mas  wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  frost  of  the  early 
part  of  the  past  week  only  reduced  the  main  stream  a 
few  inches  while  the  tributaries  were  below  summer 
level.  The  season  opened  on  Lough  Neagh  for  taking 
pollen  on  Feb.  1,  and  over  three  hundred  nets  were  in 
operation  on  those  portions  of  the  lake  where  these 
fish  find  the  highest  water  temperature.  These  nets 
take  pike,  perch,  bream,  eels,  trout,  and  salmon  in 
and  out  of  season  till  Oct.  31.  From  the  very  few 
salmon  that  escaped  the  poachers  in  the  tributaries 
while  on  the  spawning  beds  these  nets  will  not  be  able 
to  take  many  kelts,  while  a  large  proportion  of  the 
brown  trout  are  on  their  way  through  Lough  Beg  and 
the  Bann  to  the  brackish  water  iu  the  estuary,  where 
over  two  tons  of  these  beautiful  fish  were  netted  in 
the  spring  of  1901. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  Trouting  opened  on 
Feb.  1  on  the  Lagan  and  some  other  streams  entering 
Belfast  Lough  and  along  the  Antrim  coasts.  The 
annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  Nester  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Cold  north-easterly 
wind  has  put  a  damper  on  salmon  anglers  since  the 
opening  day  (Feb.  1) ;  few  fish  are  showing  on  any  of 
the  waters,  although  previous  to  the  north-east 
wind  setting  in  good  numbers  were  to  be  seen  on  the 
BallydiifE  fishery.  The  Hon.  W.  A.  Orde  Powlett  on 
the  opening  day  landed  two,  25^1b.  and  B^lb.  J.  W. 
Logan,  on  the  MocoUop  Water,  also  had  sport. — 
W.  Hatnes  &  Sox. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  fishing 
season  opened  on  Feb.  1.  On  Feb.  3  Terence  Gilroy 
and  W.  Despard  landed  three  fresh  run  spring  salmon 
of  12Jlb.,  8^1b.,  and  81b.  The  river  is  now  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  during  the  past  week  a  number  of 
fresh  run  salmon  passed  through  the  River  Bundrowes 
to  Lough  Melvin.  Spring  salmon  were  in  the  various 
pools  in  the  river,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  good. 
Anglers  who  intend  visiting  Ballyshannon  wUl  find 
the  New  Royal  Hotel,  recently  built  here,  to  afford 
every  necessary  comfort. — M.  Rogam  &  Sons. 

Bush.  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).  — This  river 
opened  on  Feb.  1,  but  there  were  no  salmon  landed,  as 
the  hard  frost  of  the  preceding  week  had  reduced  it  to 
below  summer  level.  Many  of  the  pools  were  covered 
with  ice  on  the  opening  day,  but  they  were  at  once 
cleared  by  a  high  flood  caused  by  the  melting  of  the 
snow  on  the  hills.  This  has  caused  the  water  to  be 
discoloured  and  fly  fishing  an  impossibility.  As  there 
is  a  large  stock  of  salmon  in  the  pools  below  Bushmills 
there  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  the  coming  week. 
There  will  be  few  brown  trout  taken  before  March  5. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Corrib  (Galway). —  The  season  opened  on  the 
Corrib  on  Saturday  (Feb.  1).  Mr.  J.  Lydon  killed  a 
clean  run  fish  of  91b. — J.  A.  B. 

Xiee  River  (co.  Cork).— The  ^rst  day  of  the 
Salmon  fishing  opened  with  a'  cold  north-east  wind, 
which  kept  the  majority  of  anglers"  indoors  5  as  we 


write,  the  wind  still  holds  from  the  same  point,  and  has 
greatly  upset  the  anglers'  prospects.  The  following 
have  had  sport :— On  Mashonaglass,  Feb.  1,  Mr.  John 
Barry,  201b. ;  on  Nettleville,  Capt.  Herrick,  one  12Jlb. ; 
on  Clashaneur,  Major  R.  Adamson,  one  SJlb,  Feb.  2, 
one  7Jlb. ;  on  Ardrum,  Commander  W.  Steward,  R.N., 
Feb.  1,  one  121b. ;  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  Feb.  2,  two, 
451b.  and  SJlb. ;  on  Rockrohane,  F.  H.  Bass,  Feb  1, 
one  ISlb.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1.  Three  salmon  were 
had,  viz. :  One  of  151b.  by  Dr.  Moore,  Butlers'  Arms 
Hotel;  one  of  141b.  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Bona,  and  one  of 
111b.  by  James  Ted  Sullivan.  On  Feb.  2,  Tim 
McCarthy  had  a  salmon  111b.;  Tom  Sullivan  one 
111b.,  and  James  Ted  Sullivan  one  111b.  Feb.  3, 
Dennis  Currane  one  salmon  121b.,  and  John  J. 
Sullivan  one  111b.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Neagh. — Pollen  netting  opened  on  Feb.  1 
on  this  Lough  under  fairly  favourable  conditions. 
Trout  netting  opens  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opened  here  on 
Feb.  1.  Heavy  frost  has  prevented  the  springers  from 
coming  up  from  the  sea.  Trout  anglers  in  the  Lower 
Moy  and  Bunree  had  some  nice  takes ;  Master  Garney 
had  the  best  take,  killing  thirteen,  lOJlb.  Loughs 
falling  slowly. — Pat  Heahnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
season  opened  on  Saturday  last,  Feb.  1,  and,  as  I 
anticipated,  the  water  this  week  is  in  grand  form. 
The  first  blood  was  drawn  on  my  preserves  yesterday 
(Tuesday,  Feb.  4),  by  the  brothers  T.  and  J.  Grinies, 
who  killed  under  the  weir  wall  a  beautiful  spring 
salmon  weighing  211b.  It  was  fresh  up  from  the 
Atlantic,  being  as  bright  as  silver,  and  carried  several 
outside  passengers  in  the  shape  of  sea  lice.  Let  us 
hope  that  we  shall  soon  hear  of  the  captiire  of  a 
40-pounder.  Now  is  the  time  for  anglers  on  the 
qni  vive  for  some  good  spring  water  to  turn  their  foot- 
steps hither,  and  I  will  put  them  in  the  way  of  nailing 
a  few  big  fish.— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  PISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  14  :— 


Scarborough  {*;™; 

Yarmouth  j*;;^; 

Lowestoft  I^;™; 

Aldeburgh  i^;^; 

Harwich  {^;^; 

Burnham-on-  /a.m. 

Crouch  (p.m. 

Southend,  Sheer-fa.m. 

ness  and  Leigh...  (p.m. 
Margate,  B'dstairs,fa.m. 

and  Ramsgate  ...Ip.m. 

Deal  and  Dover  -{p  ™; 

Hastings  {^;^; 

Eastbourae  andfa.m. 
Brighton   Ip.m. 

Newhaven  {p  m 

Shoreham  and/a.m. 

Southwick  (p.m. 

Poi'tsmouth  and/a.m. 

Hayling  Island  (p.m. 

Plymouth  {^'S; 


Sat. 

sth 

Sun. 

9th 

Men. 

10th 

I'ues. 

nth 

Wed. 

12th 

Th.  !  Fri. 

13th  14th 

4.  7 

4.41 

5.16 

5.52 

6.29 

7.  9  7.53 

4.24 

4.58 

5.34 

6.10 

6.49 

7.30.  8.18 

9.  1 

9.3S 

10.14 

10.51 

11.29 

—  0.28 

9.in 

9.56 

10.33 

11.10 

11.48 

0.  8'  0.49 

!).43' 

10.20 

10.56 

11.33 

0.25  1.10 

10.  1 

10.3S 

11.15 

11.52 

0.11 

0.50  1.31 

10.31 

11.  8 

11.44 

0.  3 

0.40 

1,13  1.58 

iO.49 

11.26 

0.21 

0.59 

1.38  2.10 

0.18 

0.53 

1.30 

2.  7 

2.46  3.26 

0.  1 

U.36 

1.11 

1.48 

2.27 

3.  6;  3.47 

0.29 

1.  4 

1.42 

2.18 

2.57|  3.33 

0.12 

0.47 

1.22 

1.59 

2.38 

3.17  3.58 

0.34 

1.10 

1.46 

2.22 

2.. 58 

3.34I  4.13 

0.52 

1.2s 

2.  4 

2.40 

3.16 

3.53  4.34 

11.37 

0.31 

1.25 

2.  1 

2.37!  3.16 

11.55 

0.13 

0.49 

1.43 

2.19 

2.56!  3.37 

10.56 

11.36 

0.36 

1.17 

1.59:  2.41 

ll.Ki 

11.50 

0.16 

0.56 

1.38 

2.20:  3.  3 

10.40 

11.20 

11.59 

0.20 

1.  1 

1.431  2.25 

11.  0 

11.40 

0.40 

1.22 

2.  4,  2.47 

11.  6 

11.46 

0.  6 

0.46 

1.27 

2.  9i  2.51 

11.26 

0.26 

1.  0 

1.4S 

2.30  3.13 

11.15 

11.. 51 

0.34 

0.44 

1.18 

1.57  2.39 

11.33 

0.44 

1.  1 

1.37 

2.18  3.  1 

11.24 

0.24 

1.  4 

1.45 

2.27  3.  9 

11.44 

0.  4 

0.44 

1.24 

2.  6 

2.48  3.31 

11.37 

0.32 

1.11 

1.50 

2.29!  3.  8 

11.55 

0.13 

0.52 

1.30 

2.  9 

2.48'  3.30 

5.50 

6.27 

7.  3 

7.38 

8.13 

8.50!  9.28 

6.  9 

6.45 

7.21 

7.55 

8.31 

9.  9i  9.4S 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  heavy  gales  that  have  been 
blowing,  it  has  been  impossible  for  anyone  to 
venture  out  fishing.  The  water  is  the  colour  of  clay. 
However,  a  few  local  boats  have  been  out  Feb.  4 
and  Feb.  5,  and  succeeded  iu  landing  a  few  nice 
codling  and  dabs,  which  shows  the  fish  have  not  all 
left  our  shores  yet.  —  Edwabd  Hanger  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Xapier,  Beach-street. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  not  been  very  favour- 
able for  fishing,  much  too  rough  and  cold,  especially 
for  boat  work.  The  pier  anglers  have,  however,  been 
having  good  sport  with  the  smelt,  and  a  few  dozen  of 
these  dainty  fish  make  a  nice  dish  when  fried  a  la 
whitebait.  It  has  been  too  unsettled  for  the  pollack, 
they  have  not  yet  put  in  an  appearance,  but  if  the 
weather  should  come  in  milder  we  shall  expect  them. 
It  has  been  a  pretty  sight  at  nighttime  to  see  the 
fleet  of  boats  in  JennycliS  Bay  riding  to  their  nets 
each  with  a  lantern  to  their  rigging,  some  hundred  or 
so  of  lights  giving  almost  the  effect  of  an  illuminated 
garden.  They  have  not  been  having  very  good  sport, 
but  the  herrings  are  in  good  condition  and  fetched 
very  fair  prices.  Our  Cawsand  boats  have  had  a  good 
haul  this  w'eek ;  they  saw  fish  playing  in  the  bay  which 


they  took  to  be  herrings,  and  shot  their  nets  around 
thom  and  hauled  them  ashore,  when  to  their  surprise 
they  found  they  were  bass.  The  total  catch  was  over 
five  thousand,  but  as  they  did  not  reach  Plj-moutb 
until  the  after  part  of  the  day  when  the  buyers  had 
left  they  only  realised  15s.  per  hundred  and  twenty, 
still  this  was  very  welcome  because  the  fishermen  have 
had  a  rough  time  lately.  —  WiLLiA.\t  Heakuek 
(B.S.A.S.). 

WeyTuouth. — There  has  been  very  severe  weather 
experienced  here.  Easterly  and  nortli-easterly  gales, 
severe  frosts  and  slight  snowstorms,  which  ha\e 
rendered  fishing  impossible.  The  weather  has  now 
somewhat  toned  down,  although  it  is  still  cold  and 
dull.  To  all  appearances  there  is  likely  to  be  a  fall  of 
snow  or  sleet ;  wind  now  northerly ;  sea  moderate, — 
Sea  Bbeaji. 


J.  W 


Jingling  ^ixtnxcs. 

February  9. 

Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
February  10. 

Amicable  Waltonian :  Annual  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr 
Zaehnsdorf. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  competition. 
February  11. 

Gresham :  Bohemian  concert. 
February  15. 

Gresham :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 

Feb.  17.— Piscatorial  Society :  Lecture  by  Mr.  Charles 
Walker. 

„   25. — Dalston  :  Annual  supper. 
„    26. — B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  meeting. 
Mar.  12.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 
„    15. — Lychnobites  :  Concert. 


Associations 

(Special  Meetings). 

Blenheim  Angling  Society— 

A  special  general  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  2'.l  to 
receive  a  report  on  the  Harefield  Fishery.  We 
have  leased  from  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Co.  all 
that  section  of  the  canal  from  Denham  Deep  Lock 
to  Rickmansworth  Lock.  The  two  ends  we  intend 
to  stock  with  coarse  fish  and  the  middle  part,  Hare- 
field  Fishery,  with  trout.  For  non-members  of  tho 
Blenheim  A.  S.  we  shall  make  a  charge  of  Is.  per 
day  for  the  coarse  fishing  at  either  end,  and  2s.  (id. 
per  day  as  usual  for  trout  fishing  in  Harefield 
Fishery.— C.  Chai'LAIS. 

City  of  London  Pisc-viorial  Society — 

A  very  successful  meeting  to  promote  the  forma- 
tion of  this  new  society  (presided  over  hy  Mr.  George 
Chambers,  J.P.)  was  held  at  the  (^>ueen  Annc  s 
Restaurant,  27,  Cheapside,  E.C.,  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, Jan.  30.  There  was  a  large  attendance.  It  was 
decided  that  the  title  of  this  new  fishing  fraternity 
should  be  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
and  that  the  entrance  fee  this  year  should  be  merged 
in  the  annual  subscription  of  £1  Is.,  but  that  after 
Dec.  31  next  there  should  be  an  entrance  fee  and 
an  annual  subscription  of  10s.  Gd.  and  :fel  Is.  respec- 
tively. A  provisional  committee  of  fi%e  members 
was  elected,  including  Messrs.  Dryden,  Fosbrookc, 
Gilbert  Snare,  and  Wertheim,  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  rules,  etc.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  was 
appointed  treasurer,  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Bcntley  secretary, 
iitro  tern.  The  nest  meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  cvemug, 
Feb.  11,  at  7.30,  when  gentlemen  wishmg  to  join 
are  cordially  invited. 

CoLEBEOOK  Angling  Society— 

Our  supper  on  Jan.  29  was  a  most  enjoyable  one. 
T.  W.  Johnson. 

Geesham  Angling  Society— 

Our  outing  to  Kelvedon  has  been  postponed  till 
Feb.  15,  owing  to  the  presence  of  snow-water  in  the 
river.  On  Tuesday  next  there  will  bo  a  Bohemian 
concert ;  ladies  are  specially  invited.— C.  H.  W  alkee. 

Bath  Anglers'  Association— 

The  seventh  aimual  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  29 
at  the  headquarters.  Full  Moon  Hotel,  Bath.  The 
president,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  efiicieutly  occupied  the 
chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  The  balance 
sheet  showed  a  satisfactory  balance  in  favour  of  the 
club.  The  hon.  secretary's  report  showed  that  the 
society  now  numbered  ninety-two  members.  The 
past  season  had  been  a  bad  fishing  season,  but  they 
were  not  alone  in  that.  The  society  had  taken  new 
water,  and  thev  now  had  one  side  of  the  Avon, 
excepting  a  sma'll  piece,  froni  the  withy  bed,  above 
the  Bathford  railway  bridge,  to  Grosvenor  bridge. 
After  the  election  of  oflicers  and  committee,  Mr. 
Foster-Smith's  cup  was  introduced  and  presented  to 
the  club  by  the  president.— Spinn'i>'g  Minnow, 
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Cardiff  Piscatokial  Society — 

The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  Jan.  80.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  tlie  president,  Dr.  William 
Taylor,  M.D.,  supported  by  Messrs.  Harris,  E. 
Webster,  R.  S.  Scudamore,  and  F.  P.  Adey.  A  good 
number  of  members  and  friends  were  present,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Letters  and 
telegrams  regretting  inability  to  attend  were  read. 
A  capital  musical  programme  was  gone  through,  and 
a  most  enjoyable  evening  spent. — E.  Webster. 

Caklisle  Angling  Association — 

Extract  from  the  Forty-ninth  Report  (1901).— The 
committee  cannot  report  favourably  of  the  past 
season  so  far  as  their  members  having  any  great 
success  in  any  branch  of  the  sport,  owing  no  doubt 
to  the  dry  season  and  filthy  state  of  the  bed  of  the 
river.  The  Caldew  Fishers  had  very  fair  sport 
amongst  the  grey  trout,  these  fish  being  very 
plentiful  in  this  tributary.  Salmon  were  very 
scarce,  the  only  place  where  they  were  caught  was 
between  Ivnookupworth  Gill  and  Grinsdale.  Sea- 
trout  and  whiting  were  fairly  plentiful,  but  no 
large  baskets  were  taken.  The  committee  took  the 
water  extending  from  Gosling  Beck  to  Etterby 
Wath  belonging  to  Mr.  Thompson,  and  have  again 
taken  the  same  for  the  incoming  season.  The  whole 
of  the  waters  leased  by  the  association  last  season 
have  been  again  taken  (except  Brocklewath).  Anglers 
who  want  to  fish  in  some  charming  country  should 
remember  that  the  Carlisle  Association  issues  tickets 
to  strangers. 

WiDNES  Angling  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  A. 
C.  Hudson  presiding.  The  society  is  flourishing, 
having  acquired  three  new  waters,  now  being  well 
stocked.  A  strong  committee  of  management  has 
been  elected.  Friends  of  this  society  are  very  liberal 
with  ofiers  of  prizes. 


We  are  not  all  able  to  go  fishing  by  stream  or  river  ; 
then  why  not  enjoy  some  angling  on  a  white  sheet  ? 
There  will  be  such  a  treat  in  store  for  those  present  at 
the  Piscatorial  Society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Monday  night.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  will  give  a 
lantern  gossip.  His  skill  as  a  photographer  is  equalled 
by  his  happy  style  as  a  raconteur.  Go  and  listen  to 
him,  and  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  imagine  the  fresh 
breeze  on  your  cheek  and  the  music  of  the  reel  in  your 
-car, 


That  story  of  the  frozen  spout  of  water  which  I 
gave  last  week  has  aroused  much  curiosity.  Several 
correspondents  have  asked  what  ultimately  became  of 
it.  Needless  to  state  that  there  are  other  enterprising 
men  besides  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan  and  Mr.  Yerkes. 
Of  course  an  American  syndicate  bought  that  frozen 
column,  had  it  sawn  off  at  the  bottom,  and  it  is  now 
being  exhibited  at  a  dime  museum  as  the  North  Pole. 


The  weather,  oh  the  weather!  It  rained,  it  blew' 
it  froze,  and  then  it  thew,  and  whatever  sport  anglers 
have  had  they  have  enjoyed  under  conditions  which 
might  fairly  be  called  "  trying."  But  there!  that  is 
the  word  I  wish  to  emphasise.  Never  despair,  keep 
on  injing,  and,  like  optimistic  Mr.  Micawber,  wait  for 
something  to  turn  up.  By-the-bye,  something  has 
turned  up— at  least  for  one  angler.  I  hear  that 
on  Feb.  2  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  of  the  firm  of 
W.  Haynes  &  Son,  fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  Cork, 
landed  a  very  large  salmon  on  the  Lee  River,  weighino- 
451b.  ;  length  of  fish,  4ft.  lin.  ;  girth,  33in.  This  is 
the  largest  salmon  ever  killed  with  rod  and  line  on 
this  river,  and  was  brought  to  the  gaff  after  twenty 
minutes'  play,  on  a  14Jft.  built  cane  rod  of  Messrs. 
Haynes  &  Son's  make.  The  fish  was  on  view  at  their 
establishment. 


I  havk  received  a  copy  of  Mr.  Herbert  Vivian's 
paper,  Tlie  Itdinblcr,  a  revival  of  a  title  which  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson  made  famous  in  1750.  The  Itambler 
is  true  to  its  title,  for  the  opening  article  is  in  Spanish, 
and  the  only  other  article  is  about  France.  I  quote 
Mr.  Vivian  on  Parisian  cookery.  I  wonder  if  many 
readers  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette  will  agree  with  him. 

"As  for  the  famous  eating-houses,  I  visit  them 
all  every  time  that  my  evil  star  impels  me  to  Paris. 
Each  year  I  find  the  victuals  more  common, 
the  cooking  more  careless,  the  attendance  more 
inefficient,  and  the  prices  more  exorbitant. 
Travellers,  ignorant  and  sluggish  though  they 
often  are,  seem  to  be  deriving  a  tardy  profit  from 
experience,  for  these  taverns  grow  emptier  and  emptier. 
They  have  thriven  too  long  upon  the  grotesque  super- 
stition that  the  preparation  of  food  is  a  prerogative 
if  not  a  fine  art,  among  Frenchmen.  When  persons 
speak  of  French  cooking,  they  have  in  mind  that  • 
cosmopolitan  skill  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  \ 


temples  of  gastronomy  all  the  world  over.  Such 
resorts  are  now  more  rare  in  Paris  than  in  any  other 
capital:  they  may  not  for  an  instant  be  compared 
with  the  famous  sanctuaries  of  Moscow,  where  dining 
is  a  sumptuous  delight.  True  French  cooking  is  that 
'  cuisine  bourgeoise  '  which  is  warranted  to  turn  the 
most  fastidious  stomach." 


A  CURIOUS  law  case  was  heard — in  America.  A  man 
was  tried  for  fish  poaching,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  and  six  strokes  of  the  lash.  The 
governor  of  the  gaol  forgot  all  about  the  flogging,  and 
the  man  was  discharged  without  that  part  of  the  sen- 
tence being  carried  out.  His  wife  brought  an  action 
against  the  governor  of  the  gaol.  "  If  my  husband 
had  had  that  flogging  it  would  heve  cured  him  not 
only  of  poaching,  but  of  fishing,"  said  she.  Of  course 
she  lost  the  case.  "  Nothing  will  cure  a  man  of 
fishing,"  said  the  judge;  and  he  added,  "Thank 
Heaven  I  "  under  his  breath. 


The  following  is  from  the  Oxford  Chronicle  :— 
"  Thames  Pishing. 

"  Sir,— I  quite  agree  with  '  Citizen'  in  his  opinion 
as  expressed  in  your  last  impression.  No  doubt  the 
fishing  in  the  navigable  part  of  the  Thames  is  free  to 
everybody.  So  astute  a  lawyer  as  Mr.  George  Mallam 
after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  claimant's  deeds  in  the 
Wolveroote  case,  failed  to  show  the  Court  that  the 
claimant  had  any  right  to  the  fishing,  and  the  case 
went  against  him.  But  has  the  rent  which  the  Angling 
Society  paid  for  this  water  been  returned?  The 
Society,  before  taking  water  or  paying  rent,  should 
obtain  clear  proof  that  the  person  they  are  dealing 
with  really  has  at  law  the  right  to  the  fishing.  If 
these  landowners  were  fought  their  claim  would,  as  in 
the  Lambourn  case,  collapse.  Cannot  the  Angling 
Society  see  that  by  paying  rent  they  are  helping  to 
rob  the  public  of  the  right  of  fishing  by  acknowledging 
the  title  of  a  person  who  has  no  claim  to  the  water  ? 

"  Piscator." 


J OHN  Amon,  a  farmer  in  Lykens,  Ohio,  while  pulling 
stumps  recently,  unearthed  an  ancient  land  turtle. 
On  its  lower  bony  plate  was  cut  the  date  1795,  to- 
gether with  the  token  or  sign  of  an  old  Indian  chief. 
Under  this  was  another  date,  1825,  and  the  initials  of 
a  former  well-known  pioneer  and  trapper.  A  still 
later  date  was  1843,  and  the  initials  "  E.  W."  The  turtle 
is  thought  to  be  genuine,  though  it  shows  but  little 
indication  of  its  great  age.  If  all  animals,  fish,  and 
insects  were  so  carefully  labelled  there  would  not  be 
so  many  queries  about  age. 


The  Angler. 
There  was  a  man  who  never  sought  a  literary  name, 
His  classics  never  placed  him  on  the  pinnacle  of 
fame ; 

He  never  wished  to  go  and  fight,  or  sail  upon  the 

sea. 

Nor  did  he  shine  at  [  sports — for,  lo  I  a  fisherman 
was  he. 

Each  day  he  sought  a  quiet  nook,  with  waters  to 
his  taste. 

He  tempted  little  fishes  with  his  extra  patent  paste ; 
But,  though  his  optimistic  soul  proclaimed  a  coming 
haul, 

'Twas  only  very  seldom  that  he  caught  a  fish  at  all. 

He  persevered,  however,  and  one  day  while  fishing 
deep 

In  a  little  running  river,  where  the  banks  were 
extra  steep. 

He  felt  a  weight  upon  his_  line,  he,  tugged  with 

might  and  main. 
And  said,  "  Unless  I  land  him  I'll  ne'er  touch  a  rod 

again." 

In  great  suspense  his  landing-net  he  hastily  applied. 
Then  drew  it  up  and  felt  the  weight  of  what  he'd 
got  inside ; 

Some  friends  of  his  wore  passing  as  the  net  came 
up  to  light. 

They  heard  a  piercing  yell,  and  then  he  disappeared 
from  sight. 

They  fished  him  out  all  sopping,  .wild_despair  was 
in  his  eye 

As  he  gazed  on  "pretty  pussy"  in  the  landing-net 
hard  by; 

He's  never  tried  to  fish  again,  this  fisherman  so 
keen. 

Nor  will  he  ever  do   so,   for  he's  now  a  horse- 
marine  1  S.  E.  B. 


W.  N.  writes  :  "  When  your  St.  Neots  correspondent 
stated  that  the  remark  you  quoted  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  three  weeks  ago  was  never  uttered  by  Hamlet, 
he  was  thinking  only  of  the  sayings  recorded  by  Mr, 
William  Shakespeare,  and  not  dreaming  about  what 
might  have  passed  between  Hamlet  and  his  friend 
I  Dragnet.'  Of  course  he  now  sees  his  mistake.  It  is 
interesting  to  hear  that  you  are  thinking  of  giving  to 
the  world  '  some  day  '  many  of  Hamlet's  unpublished 
observations.  This  will  be  one  of  those  '  enterprises 
of  j^reat  pith  and  moment '  of  which  he  speaks,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  '  lose  the  name  of 
action.'  Why  do  you  say  that  Hamlet  was  '  un- 
doubtedly an  angler  '  ?  Apparently  he  did  not  even 
know  a  '  fishmonger '  from  an  angler,  for  he  calls 
Polonius  a  'fishmonger,'  which  Polonius  denies.  Now 
Polonius  was  certainly  an  angler,  for  he  mentions 
'  hoolvs  of  steel,'  and  talks  about  that  '  bait '  for  taking 
'  carp  '  which  is  still  used  by  many  anglers  for  fish  of 
all  sorts,  and  is  no  doubt  responsible  for  many  of  the 
biggest  fish  and  heaviest  creels  about  which  we  hear 
and  read  so  much  in  these  modern  days." 


Me.  Bennett,  of  the  Lychnobite  A.  S.,  fishing  with 
Mr.  Shaw  (boatman)  had  very  good  sport  recently  in 
the  Mario w  Water,  having  captured  two  pike  of  101b., 
one  of  91b.,  one  of  61b.,  and  one  of  51b.,  besides  several 
smaller  ones,  which  were  returned. 


Patrick  the  Irishman  and  Hans  the  German-  were 
on  tramp  together.  A  farmer  at  whose  house  they 
called  refused  them  food,  but  generously  allowed  them 
to  sleep  in  the  scullery.  About  two  in  the  morning 
the  pangs  of  hunger  were  too  much  for  Hans,  and  he 
announced  his  intention  of  getting  some  supper  some- 
how, but  to  reach  the  larder  he  had  to  pass  through 
the  room  where  the  farmer  was  asleep.  Presently  he  re- 
turned beaming,  and  said  he  had  had  a  good  supper. 
"  But  how  did  you  manage  it  ?  "  queried  Pat.  "  Veil,  I 
shoost  step  quiet  across  der  room,  and  when  de  ole  man 
wake  up  he  say,  '  Who's  dere  ?  '  I  shoost  say,  '  Meaow, 
meaow';  and  he  say, '  Bother  that  cat,' and  go  to  sleep." 
"  Faix,  you  ought  to  be  an  Irishman,"  says  Patrick  ; 
"  it's  a  grand  idea,  I'll  try  it  meself."  Off  ho  started, 
but  he  fell  over  the  farmer's  boots,  with  an  awful 
clatter,  and  woke  their  owner  up.  "  Who's  there  ?  " 
he  shouted.  "  Lie  still  and  be  aisy  now ;  Oi'm  the  cat," 


"  Will  ye  dine  with  me  to-morrow  ?  "  said  a  friend 
to  Mick.  "Faith  an'  I  will  with  all  my  heart." 
"  Remember  it  is  only  a  family  dinner  I'm  asking  ye 
to."  "  And  what  for  not '?  A  family  dinner  is  a 
mighty  pleasant  thing !  What  have  ye  got  ?  "  "  Ooh  ! 
nothing  but  common — just  an  illigant  pace  of  corned 
beef  and  praties."  "By  the  powers!"  said  Mick, 
"  that  bates  the  world  :  just  my  own  dinner  to  a  hair 
—barring  the  beef." 


"  Mick"  was  ill  and  sent  for  a  doctor,  who  ordered 
him  to  take  an  emetic.  "  It  is  of  no  use  giving  me  an 
emetic,  doctor,"  said  Mick,  "I  triedit  twice  in  Dublin, 
and  it  wouldn't  stay  on  my  stomach  five  minutes." 


There's  a  time  to  make  love,  there's  a  time  to  make 
war ; 

When  love  is  hopeless,  'tis  better  by  far 
To  put  love  aside  with  a  sigh  and  a  laugh. 
To  gird  on  the  sword,  and  a  bumper  to  quaff. 
There's  a  time  to  hope,  a  time  to  wish, 
A  time  to  take  snuff,  and  a  time  to  take  fish. 


In  the  olden  times  fish  entered  largely  into  the 
heraldic  bearings  of  the  notable  Cornish  families  and 
also  into  the  arms  of  towns  and  boroughs,  as  well  as 
being  the  favourite  signs  on  taverns.  Thus  in  the 
arms  of  the  Penroses  of  Sithney  may  be  seen  a  Looe 
trout.  A  dolphin  appears  in  those  of  Courtenay  as 
being  a  house  descended  from  the  Greek  emperors. 
Pliny  says  "  dolphins  are  to  us  as  an  example  of  charity 
and  kind  affection  towards  our  children."  The  heraldic 
bearings  of  Lostwithiel  have  a  salmon.  Among  old 
Cornish  tavern  signs  may  be  mentioned  the  "  Three 
Pilchards  "  at  Looe,  the  "  Herrings,"  and  the  "  Bell 
and  Mackerel." 

We  were  discussing,  the  other  day,  how  frequently 
people — even  people  who  have  some  pretences  to 
education — mispronounce  English  words.  The  word 
"  irrelevant  "  was  quoted  as  an  example.  How  often 
you  hear  people  say  "  irrevelant  "  instead,  and  so  on. 
"  I  know  a  word  in  the  English  language  that  is 
almost  invariably  pronounced  incorrectly,"  chimed  in 
Truthful  Tommy.  "What's  that?"  enquired  half-a- 
dozen  of  the  boys  at  once.  "Why  i-n-c-o-r-r-e-o-t-l-y," 
was  the  reply.  And  then  T.  T.  wondered  why  they 
threw  things  at  him. 


The  Daily  Mail  of  Feb.  6  must  be  held  responsible 
for  such  a  great  rush  northwards  that  railway  stations 
have  been  crowded  and  every  road  to  "  Bonnie  Scot- 
land" congested.  The  Daily  Mail  has  shown  that 
good  salmon  fishing  can  be  had  for  a  modest  expen- 
diture of  about  £500  per  month,  rents  for  waters 
ranging  from  £300  to  £2800.  Of  course  such  sums 
are  mere  bagatelles  for  good  sport,  and  I'm  sure  I 
should  not  grudge  a  pound  a  minute  for  battling  with 
a  game  salmon — it  comes  to  about  that — but  those 
Coronation  robes  in  which  I  must  invest  will  make 
an  unusual  demand  on  a  purse  which  is  not  that  of 
Fortunatus  but  the  property  of  Dragnet. 


February  8,  1902 


pFovioeial  Angling  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Gun  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Monday  evening  last  at  the  Gun  Inn,  Bath-street. 
A  large  number  of  the  members  put  in  an  appearance 
to  do  justice  to  the  good  things  provided  by  Host  and 
Hostess  Tookey,  which  vpere  thoroughly  enjoyed. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association,  was 
voted  to  the  chair,  and  harmony  reigned  supreme 
for  the  remainder  of  the  evening.    Several  well- 
known  local    artists  put    in    an  appearance  and 
did  their  best,  together  with  Mr.  J.  Ingram,  who 
presided  over  the  piano,  to  make  the  evening  as  enjoy- 
able as  possible.    I  am  pleased  to  hear  and  to  know 
that  matters  referred  to  by  me  re  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Society  have  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties    concerned,  and    that    the  club    are  very 
much    indebted    to    Mr.  H.   Miller  for  what  he 
has  done  for  them.    I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr. 
E.  Wingfield,   of    Worcester,   who    is    the  senior 
vice-president  of   the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion, still  remains  very  ill,  but  I  hope  that  he 
may  soon  be  better  to  fulfil  his  duties  in  connection 
with  the  Worcester  Association  and  the  P.A.A.  We 
have  several  new  clubs  down  on  the  list  to  become 
affiliated  with  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  ; 
when  these  clubs  are  accepted  they  will  mean  about 
another  200  members  to  be  added  to  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  Association.    The  respectability  of  the 
clubs  are  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  what  they  will  be  accepted.    On  Thursday 
evening  (Feb.  13)  a  special  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
once  more  taking  into  consideration  the  seceding  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  from  the  P.A.A. ;  the 
movers  of  the  resolution  have  some  powerful  argu- 
ments to  bring  forward,  also  letters  from  the  railway 
companies  which  will  give  support  to  them  and  in  the 
end  carry  out  the  object  they  have  in  view. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  frost  last  week  rather  put  a  check  on  angling  in 
the  Pen  district,  especially  roach  fiishing,  but  it  made 
very  little,  if  any,  material  difference  to  those  in  quest 
of  pike.  Trolling  for  some  time  past  has  been  most 
remunerative  on  the  Witham,  and  a  large  number  of 
rods  have  been  daily  at  work.  The  middle  reaches  of 
the  Witham  have  yielded  some  splendid  fish,  one  or 
two  going  up  to  91b.  and  101b.  apiece.  Live  bait  has 
proved  the  best  killing  medium,  and  those  who  have 
operated  in  the  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and 
Dogdyke  districts  appear  to  have  fared  best.  Pike 
fishermen  have  also  been  busy  on  some  of  the  minor 
drains,  taking,  with  the  aid  of  live  bait,  sundry  fish 
weighing  up  to  81b.  The  south  Forty-foot  has  been 
well  patronised,  particularly  on  the  lengths  between 
Swineshead  and  Boston.  Last  week  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  pike  which  fell  to  one  rod  weighed  close  upon 
221b.  Some  capital  pike  fishing  has  also  been  enjoyed 
by  Welland  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Deeping. 
Now  that  the  frost  has  disappeared  roach  fishermen 
should  do  better.  Before  the  sharp  weather  set  in 
they  had  a  rare  time  amongst  the  red  fins,  both  on 
the  Witham  and  its  tributaries.  Perch  have  occa- 
sionally also  given  fair  sport.  All  things  considered 
angling  continues  good  for  the  time  of  year. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  the  Hempholme  and  Arram  districts  a  few 
nice  pike  have  been  secured.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of 
Oak  A.S.  have  just  elected  their  executive  for  1902. 
Messrs.  Holmes  and  Sons  Angling  Club,  of  Hull,  have 
also  held  their  annual  meeting  and  elected  officers  for 
the  forthcoming  season.  Another  new  angling  society 
has  been  added  to  our  long  list  of  local  clubs,  this 
time  emanating  from  the  Billingsgate  and  Fish  Dock 
fraternity.  It  will  be  called  the  St.  Andrew's  Angling 
Association.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  on 
Jan.  31,  which  was  as  usual  a  very  enthusiastic  affair 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Anglers  in  this  county  are  once  more  reminded  that 
Windermere  during  the  early  part  of  the  season  is 
well  worth  a  visit.  For  the  past  few  years  this  water 
has  steadily  gained  in  popularity,  and  for  fly-fishing 
for  trout  in  March,  April,  and  May  is  bad  to 
beat.  Early  fishers  who  pinned  their  faith  to  other 
waters  are  now  firmly  attached  to  Windermere  and, 
judging  by  intimations  given  of  intentions  to  visit 
this  fishing,  a  good  many  early  rods  will  be  there. 
News  from  Warrington  is  rather  scarce,  considering 
its  importance.  One  thing,  however,  is  reported — the 
consistent  increase  of  new  members  of  the  right  sort. 
The  clubs  are  already  fixing  dates  for  contests, 
amongst  which  are  the  Victoria,  Howley,  Working 
Men's,  and  Jolly  Anglers'  angling  societies.  The 
Trafford  Park  Angling  Club  has  been  in  existence 
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about  four  years,  and  during  that  time  have  placed  in 
their  water,  eight  acres  in  area,  1,000  rainbow  and  600 
brown  trout.  On  the  6th  a  large  consignment  of 
mature  fish  was  due  from  Wyresdale  for  the  club; 
old  hands  advise  trout  fishers  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 
visit  streams  which  run  through  limestone  districts. 
Liverpool  continues  to  be  a  centre  of  great  activity ; 
almost  every  club  is  negotiating  events  of  some  sort 
or  another,  either  a  social  or  a  contest. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Thirty  Angling  Club  give  the  date  of  the  next 
social  as  Feb.  20.  The  Buckland  Anglers  have  altered 
the  date  of  their  lantern  lecture  from  Feb.  2fa  to 
March  5,  when  Mr.  Bibby  will  no  doubt  have  an  over- 
flowing audience.  The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society 
did  some  stocking  last  Saturday.  One  thousand  large 
fish  arrived  from  Lincolnshire.  The  next  lot  from 
the  same  shipper  will  be  for  the  County  Palatine 
Aucrliu"  Association.  This  association  recently 
did"  some  stocking  to  their  Irlam  water  ;  the 
consignment  included  several  kinds  of  fisQ.  and  two 
of  these  were  large  roach  of  lib.  9^oz.  and  21b. ;  the 
latter  unfortunately  died  in  transit.  Last  Monday, 
Mr  J.  Baeper  gave  his  lecture  ("Ancient  Anglers 
and  their  Writings")  to  the  Leveshulme  Anglers, 
who  speak  of  it  in  eulogistic  terms.  The  nest  in 
this  series  is  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Hellawell,  on  Isle  of  Man 
fishing. 

FROM  I  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  had  sleet  and  snow  on  Monday,  but  the  fall  was 
not  sufficient  to  influence  the  general  condition  of 
the  Trent,  which  at  the  period  of  writing  was  running 
at  comparatively  low  level.  Anglers  have  not,  how- 
ever, been  over  numerous,  and  no  wonder,  for  until 
Tuesday  the  weather,  for  a  week  or  eight  days,  had 
been  terribly  cold  and  boisterous.  Pike  fishing  seems  to 
have  engaged  attention  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  Clifton, 
Hoverint'ham,  Kelham,  and  Shardlow ;  and  on  the 
first-named  reach  on  Thursday  (Jan.  30)  twelve  fish 
were  run  and  landed  by  Mr.  J.  Bell  and  friend ;  they 
averaged  between  51b.  and  61b.  each.  Several  were 
secured  in  Clifton  Grove,  and  a  few  were  caught 
on  the  other  preserves  named.  At  Sawley,  Mr. 
F  W  K.  Wallis  has  again  been  amongst  the  roach, 
though  the  catches  effected  were  by  no  means  so 
large  as  previously.  Mr.  M.  Leek  has  creeled  roach 
and  chub  in  Mr.  Meakin's  private  waters  below 
Sawley  locks,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  F.  J.  Lnidley 
secured,  amongst  other  roach,  one  of  lib.  6Joz  Mr. 
J  Birkin  had  a  variety  of  general  fish  from  King  s 
Mills  on  the  following  day.  Pith  and  brains  experts 
have  excelled  at  Hazleford  and  Flintham,  and  for 
this  fascinating  branch  of  the  angling  arts  the  Trent 
could  scarcely  be  running  in  better  condition.  The 
roach  caught  a  few  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  W.  Coxon,  of  the 
City  Piscatorial  Society,  has  been  set  up.  The  fish 
weighs  21b.  4oz 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  the  capture  of  a  Severn 
salmon  by  fair  angling  was  reported.  However, 
if  there  are  any  fish  to  be  found  above  Shrewsbury, 
and  the  state  of  the  water  is  favourable,  there  seems 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  taken  by  spinning. 
According  to  a  statement  made  by  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Meredith,  of  Kinnerlev,  recorded  in  the  recently 
published  "  Fauna  of  Shropshire,"  sea-trout  were  at 
one  time  frequentlv  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Vyrnwy  by  the  rev.  gentleman  himself,  and  by  a 
friend  who  identified  the  fish,  from  personal  knowledge 
of  its  characteristics,  as  being  unmistakable  Salnio 
trutta.  Last  spring  your  correspondent  caught  a  lib. 
trout  bright  as  silver,  and  having  the  black  cross 
markings  of  sea-trout  without  any  of  the  familiar  red 
spots  of  common  fario.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Severn  Conservators,  at  Birmingham  last  week,  was 
not  a  satisfactory  one  from  the  point  of  view  of  anglers. 
Trout  fishing  last  season  was  very  poor,  and  coarse 
fish  anglers  are  complaining  of  their  interests  being 
net'lected  and  their  sport  deteriorating.  So  far  as 
concerns  coarse  fish,  Salopian  anglers  have  no  cause 
to  complain,  as  pike,  roach,  chub,  dace,  etc.,  are 
abundant.  Perch  do  not  seem  to  be  so  numerous  as 
formerly,  but  doubtless  bush  netting  is  answerable  for 
this  Grayling  are  more  plentiful.  Trout  fishing  m 
the  Severn  district  will  open  on  March  2,  and  visitors 
are  recommended  to  try  the  Ludlow,  Welshpool,  or 
Llanymynech  centres,  in  preference  to  the  Shrewsbury 
neighbourhood.  The  private  brooks  around  Shrews- 
bury provide  good  trouting,  but  special  permission 
from  the  riparian  proprietors  is  required. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Salmon  fishing  opened  on  Feb.  2,  when  Messrs. 
Chas  Webb  and  son  took  the  first  fish  at  about 
6  30  a.m.,  a  clean  run  fish  of  121b.  Two  fine  fish  were 
taken  the  following  day  by  the  other  nets,  one  121b., 
the  other  181b.  A  few  other  fish  have  been  taken  by 
the  local  nets.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been  tryi  ng 
for  pike  in  the  Severn  and  Avon,  and  in  the  Severn 
the  largest  fish  taken  was  one  of  ISJlb.   A  few  fine  fish 
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have  been  taken  in  the  Teme  near  the  weir  at  Knight- 
wick.  Many  have  been  roach  fishing  up  and  down  the 
river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  severe  frosts  and  the  snow  the  reports 
from  angling  centres  to  the  end  of  last  week  showed 
very  poor  results,  although  some  rivers  were  in  very 
nice  condition,  with  very  ample  volume  of  water.  For 
several  days  fishing  was  rendered  quite  impossible 
owing  to  the  waters  being  frozen  over.  Monday  last 
found  the  Wiske  in  capital  trim  notwithstanding 
that  in  places  it  was  coated  with  ice.  Two  daj's 
later  the  stream  was  running  low  and  clear,  and 
in  grand  condition  both  for  pike  and  coarse  fishing. 
Excellent  worm  fishing  was  being  anticipated  on  the 
Swale.  Good  catches  of  grayling,  which  were  well  on 
the  feed  roach,  dace,  and  chub  are  recorded.  There 
has  latterly  been  fairly  good  sport  on  Bedale  Beck, 
which  has  got  clear  of  ice  and  has  run  low.  The 
deeps  afford  the  best  sport.  The  Ure  has  run  into 
capital  trim  for  angling  with  the  worm.  Matters 
have  improved  as  regards  Derwent  fishing,  and  there 
were  improving  prospects  as  the  week  advanced. 

^oics  from  i^c  ilorf^. 

On  Tuesday  next  the  Scotch  salmon  angling  season 
will  again  be  in  full  swing,  as  all  but  a  few  late 
rivers  open  on  that  date.  The  Tweed  system  opened 
on  Feb.  1  to  anglers,  but  the  netting  is  a  couple  of 
weeks  later. 

After  ten  days  of  the  severest  frost  known  for  many 
years  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  a  fresh  broke  in  on 
Feb  2  On  Thursday  and  Friday,  Jan.  30  and  31,  the 
thermometer  at  the  Duthie  Park  Observatory,  Aber- 
deen, registered  twenty-eight  and  thirty  degrees  of 
frost— a  record  previously  unknown. 

Mr  Burnett  the  laird  of  Kemnay,  calls  our  attention 
to  the  fact  that  from  meteorological  records  Alford  on 
the  Don  is  the  coldest  spot  in  Great  Britain.  It  may 
be  so  and  certainly  it  is  a  curler's  paradise,  but  it  is 
also  an  angler's  paradise,  and  the  reaches  below  and 
about  Alford  hold  some  grand  trout. 

Lord  Granville  Gordon  is  issuing  a  book  on  "  Sport- 
ing Reminiscences,"  when  something  good,  racy,  and 
up  to-date  in  the  angling  and  shootmg  line  will  no 
doubt  be  forthcoming.  Lord  Granville  Gordon,  as  all 
the  world  knows,  is  a  brother  of  the  Marquis  of 
Huutly,  a  Deeside  man  and  an  Alumni*  of  the  local 
University. 

A  parcel  of  1^  tons  of  whalebone  was  sold  at  Dundee 
last  week  at  £2,000  a  ton.  It  was  the  catch  of  the 
whaler  Balacna.  It  is  usually  held  out  that  these 
ships  are  losing  concerns,  but  this  is  a  bit  of  bluff  to 
keep  others  out  of  the  field.  For  years  back  they  have 
paid  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  dividend. 


The  prospects  on  the  Deveron  are  said  to  be  very 
good  Few  fish  are  yet  into  the  upper  waters,  but  there 
is  a  good  stock  in  the  lower  pools,  so  that  they  will 
soon  get  up  with  a  few  fresh  days  The  main  thing 
is  that  a  fair  head  of  early  spring  fish  have  already  got 
past  the  nets,  or  where  the  nets  will  soon  be. 

Captain  W  F.  Forsyth-Grant,  of  the  Kincardineshire 
Militia,  stumbled  with  a  clasp-knife  in  his  hand  and 
fatally  stabbed  himself  at  his  residence,  near  Montrose, 
one  day  last  week.  He  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
anglers  in  the  North,  and  as  keen  a  shot. 

A  purple  gallinule  was  last  week  shot  at  Orkney. 
This  m/ a  avis  inhabits  the  dense  swamps  of  the 
Mediterranean.  It  is  larger  but  in  shape  like  our 
moorhen,  but  in  colour  a  brilliant  bluish-purple.  It 
was  evidently  a  wild  specimen  for  sotne  unknown 
cause  or  other  driven  North  to  an  inhospitable  shore. 

Sheriff  Robertson,  Aberdeen,  had  before  him  last 
week  three  farm  servants  charged  with  ■'burning  the 
water"  and  assaulting  the  watcher  when  caught  red- 
handed  in  the  act.  He  fined  them  from  £1  to  30s., 
and  laid  down  the  law  that  it  was  as  serious  an  offence 
to  battle  with  a  watcher  as  with  a  policeman  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  and  that  future  cases  would  be 
dealt  with  by  imprisonment  alone. 

The  Don  is  said  to  be  showing  a  good  head  of  fresh 
run  fish  There  have  been  ample  floods  to  let  them 
up  and  anglers  in  the  Kintore  and  Inverurie  sections, 
which,  by  the  way,  are  nominally  free  waters,  arc 
anticipating  a  good  start. 

The  fresh  on  Monday  was  fairly  thorough,  and  the 
fiozen  rivers  are  again  breaking  up.  The  wind,  how- 
ever, is  cold  and  chilly.  Special  Scotch. 

will  be  proud  of  having  such  "an 
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No  name  les-;  |i;t'e  Liver  Pills.  Be  Sure  they  are 
llustrateH  pamphlet  free,  rhowing  Mr  Crow's  travels  abroad. 
.<iddress -British  Depot,  45,  Holborn  Viacuct,  London. 


They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate 

FOR  HE/IDACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN, 
FORTHE  COMPLEXION 

DOSE: 
S;    One  at  Night. 

Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose 
Small  Price. 

40  in  a  phial 
ISid  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated 

They  TOUCH 

the  Liver 

GARTER'S 


Act;ua.l    size— Best.   Sn^lislx  IVlEike. 

1^   PI  NCERS 

SHOT  CUTTER 

1^-4-4.  SMALL  \A/IRE_CUTTER 

/<-  i-^'?^^  WIRE  CUTTER 


Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in   Stamps   op  Postal 
Order,  by 


ironmongers  to 
His  iViajesty, 

7  &  8,  KINQ  WILLIAM 
STREET,  E  C. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTOIU^  NEW  BOOKS. 

Now  ready.    With  fine  Photogravure  Portraits.    8vo.,  cloth  extra,  lO.s,  Gd.  not. 

TYPES  OF  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Drawn  from  the  History  of  the  British  Navy,  with  some  Remarlss  on  the  Development  of  Naval  Warfare  during  the  Eighteenth  Century.    By  Captain  A. 
Mahan,  Author  of  "The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  upon  History,"  "The  Life  of  Nelson,"  &c. 

T/ic  A'mv/ '^"2'"'''' says  :—"  All  the  good  qualities  of  his  'Nelson'  are  found  in  the  new  book.   ...  In  its  patient  carefulness  of  research,  and  the  successful  manner  in  which  the 

inHuence  of  individuals  upon  their  own  and  subseiiuent  times  is  illustrated  in  its  pages,  the  work  is  admlrahle,  and  the  excellent  form  that  has  heen  given  to  it,  and  the  charming  quality  of  its 
illiLstrations.  make  it  a  thing  to  be  valued  and  possessed." 

T/ii'  Spectator  of  .Janiuiry  4,  1!)02,  says  "  We  recommend  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  Navy  to  study  Captain  Mahan's  brilliant  collection  of  naval  portraits  (all  British  Olticers),  sketched 
with  admiraljle  knowledge  and  effect.    Sound  in  opinion  and  well  written,  and  its  'obiter  dicta'  are  not  its  least  di.stinguisheil  part." 


NAVAL  BRIGADES  IN  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR. 

By  Surgeon  T.  T.  Jeans,  R.N.    Illustrated.  Crown  8vo.,  6s.  net.  [Beady. 

The  Timet:  says  :— "  A  refreshing  relief  from  the  stereotyped  publications  on  the  subject  of 
the  war  ...  It  would  be  difficult  to  provide  more  excellent  I'eading  than  Captain  .lones  s 
(R.JI.L.I.)  "Graspan,"  Chief  Engineer  Sheen's  "Wagon  Hill,"  and  Captain  Jones's  (R.N.)  des- 
patches dealing  with  the  fighting  on  the  Tugela.  There  is  nothing  gruesome  in  the  narrative, 
and  in  places  it  sparkles  with  hearty  good  humour.  It  is  admirably  illustrated,  and  is  given  to 
the  public  in  a  spirit  of  manly  simplicity,  untainted  by  self-glorification,  which  greatly  add.s  to 
the  reader's  pleasure." 

ENGLAND    AND  FRANCE 
RANEAN,  1660-1830. 

By  Walter  Fbewen  Lord,  Author  of 
"  A  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,"  &c. 


IN    THE  MEDITER- 


The  Savy  ami  Army  Ilinstrated  anys  :—' 


The  Lost  Possessions  of  England," 
With  Map.    Demy  8vo.,  8.9.  6rf.  net. 

[Ready. 

A  welcome  addition  to  any  library." 


Vol.  6  now  ready.    In  7  handsome  8vo.  vols.,  25s.  each  net. 

THE  ROYAL  NAVY  FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIMES 
TO  THE  PRESENT. 

Edited  by  William  Laird  Clowes.  Illustrated  by  Photogravure  Portraits, 
IMaps,  Plans,  &c.  Each  volume  will  be  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index, 
and  orders  will  be  taken  either  for  sets  or  for  separate  volumes. 

Tfie  J'all  Mall  Ofizette  says  :— "  The  volume  is  just  as  indispensable  to  the  student  of  naval 
history  as  are  its  predecessors,  and,  like  them,  it  is  .abundantly  and  carefully  illustrated  with 
photogravures  and  other  illustrations  as  well  as  maps  and  charts." 


Now  Ready.    Sewed,  pp.  218.    Price  One  Shilling. 

INDIA  AND  IMPERIAL  FEDERATION. 

(Pitblisliod  188!)-',)0.) 
By  David  McLaren  Morrison.    With  Original  Article,  Letters,  and  Press 
Comments  since  First  Edition  was  published.    Second  Edition,  Revised 
and  Enlarged. 

NAPOLEON'S  CAMPAIGN  IN  POLAND. 

By  F.  LoBBAiNE  Petbe.    With  Maps.    Demy  8vo.,  10s.  6d.  net.  [Beady. 
"  From  every  point  of  view  it  is  difficult  to  overpraise  Mr.  Petre's  work  .  .  .  The  descriptions 
of  the  more  striking  episodes  are  as  picturesque  as  they  are  vivid  .  .  .  He  gives  us  the  impression 
of  having  surveyed  every  yard  of  the  ground.    The  maps  and  battle  plans  are  clear  and 
excellent." — The  Thiiex. 

In  2  Vols.    Second  Edition.    Demy  8vo.,  28s.  net. 

MARY   QUEEN  OF    SCOTS,  AND   WHO  WROTE 
THE  CASKET  LETTERS? 

By  Samuel  Cowan,  J. P.    With  IG  Photogravures  of  the  Queen,  all  more  or 
less  famous  portraits,  and  some  of  them  never  before  published. 
"  A  book  which  subsequent  historians  of  the  period  cannot  overlook,  and  it  contains  the 
finest  collection  of  portraits  of  Mary  Stuart  ever  gatJiered  together  in  one  book." 

—Ptill  Mall  Gazette. 
"The  case  for  Mary  could  not  be  more  strongly  put." — St.  Jaiiie^'n  Gazette. 

THE  FIGHTING  IN 
of  Tientsin  City). 

By  G.  Gipps,  Midshipman  H.INI.S.  Orlando. 
Illustrations,  sewed,  3s.  Gd  net. 


NORTH  CHINA  (up  to  the  Fall 

Super  royal  8vo.,  witJi  Map  and 


THE    OPEN-AIR    TREATMENT    OF  CONSUMPTION. 


The  Nordrach  Treatment  for  Consumptives  in  this  Country. 

How  to  Cure  and  Prevent  Consumption  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  together  with  a  General  Consideration  of  the  Laws  governing  Health.    Bv  James 
Arthur  Gibson.    Fcap.  8vo.,  extra  binding,  3s.  &d.  net. 
"  It  describ'.-s  the  open-air  treatment  from  experience,  and  shows  how  it  may  be  effective  quite  as  well  here  as  abroad." 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  6,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair, 
the  usual  reports  from  agents  and  members  were 
received.  An  address  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John 
Bickerdyke  ")  was  then  given  to  a  numerous  and  most 
attentive  meeting  of  members  of  the  society  and  their 
friends.  Indicating  in  his  opening  remarks  the 
modest  and  tentative  manner  in  which  the  con- 
sideration of  all  fishing  questions  should  be 
approached,  he  first  attacked  the  subject  of  baits, 
proving  by  apt  quotation  from  the  researches  of 
the  Experimental  Marine  Laboratory  at  Plymouth 
that  fish  feed  by  sight  and  taste  and  smell  and  touch 
— in  some  kinds  separately,  in  others  by  a  combina- 
tion. The  use  of  artificial  and  ground  bait  was 
commented  upon  and  surprise  expressed  that  the 
latter  was  so  much  neglected  by  English  sea-fisher- 
men in  spite  of  its  very  frequent  and  successful  use  by 
foreigners.  The  great  destruction  of  the  fry  of  sea 
fish  by  the  catching  and  consuming  of  the  so- 
called  whitebait  was  unreservedly  condemned,  also 
the  use  of  trawls  of  a  nature  and  in  places 
where  the  destruction  of  immature  fish  in 
enormous  numbers  was  the  unavoidable  result. 
The  speaker's  statements  were  very  fully  backed  up  by 
reference  to  facts  and  authorities,  every  sentence 
having  weight.  He  concluded  by  describing  the  sea 
fishing  at  Kilcronan  in  Ireland,  as  affording  delightful 
sport  with  pollack  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  So  full 
and  interesting  an  address  gave  rise  to  one 
of  the  best  discussions  upon  the  subjects  brought 
forward  that  the  society  has  ever  had.  Messrs. 
Parker,  Mignot,  Hall,  Coleman,  Gibson,  Mount,  and 
the  chairman  in  their  turn  dealt  with  the  debatable 
questions  brought  forward  mostly  in  support,  but  there 
were  not  wanting  difiering  views,  and  the  interference 
in  legitimate  fishing  operations  was  dealt  with  in  a 
kindly  mood,  while  the  seriousness  of  the  matter  was 
not  overlooked.  Hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  "John 
Bickerdyke"  and  to  the  chairman  were  carried  by 
acclamation,  and  a  most  satisfactory  evening  brought 
to  a  close,  the  society  pledging  its  committee  to  the 
consideration  of  what  action  could  be  taken  to  secure 
remedy  of  the  evils  so  clearly  brought  to  their  notice. 
The  chairman  reminded  the  members  that  the  annual 
meeting  was  fixed  for  Feb.  26,  and  urged  them  to 
attend  in  number,  as  it  would  mark  a  new  departure 
in  the  annals  of  the  society.  He  also,  with  much 
pleasure,  announced  that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  had 
consented  to  take  the  chair  at  the  annual  dinner  on 
March  12.  W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Secretary. 


DART  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Dart  Angling 
Association  was  held  recently  at  Totnes,  Mr.  R. 
Downing  presiding.  Mr.  Revell  drew  attention  to 
the  need  for  clearing  the  weed  from  the  Hems.  The 
hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  A.  R.  Gregory)  reported  that  the 
year  commenced  with  £22  in  hand  and  ended  with 
£18,  the  licence  receipts  being  £57.  The  report  was 
adopted,  Mr.  Revell  suggesting  that  the  Dart  Conser- 
vators thoi-ld  allow  their  water-bailiff  to  act  for  the 
association  at  less  than  10s.  a  week.  The  committee 
reported  that  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances of  the  past  three  seasons,  particularly  the 
cold  springs  and  summer  droughts,  the  popularity  of 
the  Association  had  not  diminished.  The  committee 
had  kept  an  open  eye  on  the  pollution  of  the  river 
from  Buckfastleigh,  which  they  regretted  to  say  they 
had  gradually  seen  increase  in  mischief  to  the  fishing. 
At  Buckfastleigh  the  whole  of  the  sewage  was  brought 
to  the  works,  and  unless  it  was  there  properly  treated 
and  purified  the  river  must  inevitably  be  ruined  for 
fishing  purposes.  A  short  time  ago  certificates  of 
professional  chemists  and  analysts  were  put  forth  to 
prove  that  there  was  nothing  injurious  to  the  fish  in 
the  sewage  effluent,  but  these  theories  had  been 
exploded  by  Mr.  P.  G.  Richmond,  the  well-known 
fish  culturist,  of  Braunton,  who  on  July  9  tried  a 
practical  experiment  as  to  the  eSect  of  the  sewage 
effluent  at  Buckfastleigh  with  seventy  young  trout — 
S.  fario  and  S.  iridtus — batched  in  February,  which 
were  divided  and  sunk  in  perforated  cans  in  the  river. 
Those  above  Buckfast  Weir  were  taken  up  alive  and  in 
good  order  from  a  pool  above  Buckfast  Weir,  but  the 
second  lot,  sunk  three  or  four  yards  below  the  effluent 
from  the  sewage  works,  showed  immediate  signs  of 
distress,  and  in  twenty-three  minutes  all  were  dead. 
The  committee  sent  copies  of  Mr.  Richmond's  report 
to  the  Board  of  Conservators  and  County  Council,  and 
also  made  it  well  known  to  the  principal  riparian 
owners.  In  consequence  some  action  had  been  taken 
to  cause  the  nuisance  to  be  abated,  but  the  result  was 
not  yet  known.  The  committee  proposed  putting  in 
plant  foods  for  fish,  but  had  to  desist  as  they  were 
advised  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  river  they 
could  not  flourish.  The  committee  had  offered  a 
reward  for  shags  shot,  and  were  pleased  to  say  several 
had  been  accounted  for.    The  slight  deficit  on  the 


year's  working  was  easily  accounted  for  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  during  some  of  the  best  months  of 
the  season.  The  committee  expressed  regret  at  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Carow,  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents,  who  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  association.  The  chairman  said  it  was  not  the 
poison  from  the  sewage  that  destroyed  the  fish,  but 
the  absence  of  oxygen,  which  it  was  well  known  was 
extracted  from  water  by  foul  sewage,  which  was 
quickly  supplied  again  when  it  joined  the  water  in  the 
main  stream.  Mr.  May  said  they  wanted  to  prevent 
the  discharge  of  filth  into  the  river,  which  must  be 
detrimental  to  the  fish.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  said  the 
smell  was  "  simply  chronic."  Mr.  Revell  did  not 
think  there  would  be  so  much  cause  for  complaint  in 
future,  as  the  Buckfastleigh  District  Council  had 
given  instructions  for  the  filter  beds  to  be  kept  at 
work.  The  report  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
W.  P.  Toilet,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr.  May 
saying  that  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
said  the  experiment  was  the  most  practical  thing  that 
had  been  done  in  connection  with  the  pollution  of  the 
river.  He  did  not  think  that  the  County  Council 
would  have  taken  up  the  matter  unless  it  had  been 
made.  The  secretary  (Mr.  G.  P.  Kellock)  :  It  opened 
their  eyes  very  widely.  Mr.  A.  M.  Champernowne 
was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  J.  Fleming  vice- 
president,  and  Messrs.  J.  Edmonds,  H.  T.  Distin,  and 
H.  Punchard  were  appointed  to  represent  the  ticket- 
holders  on  the  committee.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
president  should  be,  ex-offtcio,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee.—  Western  Morning  Neivs. 

[We  congratulate  the  association  on  their  action ; 
these  sewage  farms  are  the  curse  of  our  rivers. — Ed.] 


THE  PAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING  AT 
LAIEG. 


As  the  angling  season  at  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel 
is  now  approaching,  a  few  jottings  from  the  angling 
record  kept  at  that  popular  resort  may  be  of  interest. 
The  takes  for  each  month  were  as  follows : — 

Salmon  lli.  Gi  ilse  lb.  Ferox  lb.  Trout  lb. 

May  and  June    2    21     -    -  8    S4^  922  509 J 

July                   2    27     2    13 J  6    l£f  726  355 

August              -    -      2    10}  4    12|  460  236f 

Sept.  and  Oct.    -    -      1     6  -    -  236  130^ 

Totals,  1901    4    48     5    80     18    67     2344  1231f 

The  total  of  all  kinds  of  fish  thus  landed  with  the 
rod  was  2371,  with  a  gross  weight  of  1376|lb.,  or  a 
little  over  12cwt.  Iqr.,  being  an  increase  of  234  fish 
and  of  1531b.  as  compared  with  the  previous  season 
(1900).  Considering  that  angling  commenced  later 
and  closed  earlier  last  season  owing  to  unfavourable 
weather,  the  increase  in  the  number  and  weight  is  all 
the  more  noticeable.  This  improvement  is  probably 
owing  to  the  restocking  from  Mr.  Duncan's  fish 
hatcheries  at  Culrain.  Average  weight  of  salmon  was 
121b.,  of  grilse  61b.,  of  ferox  close  on  41b.,  and  of  trout 
over  ^Ib.  all  over.  The  heaviest  salmon  weighed  131b., 
grilse  8Jlb.,  ferox  7Jlb.,  and  trout  SJlb.  The  principal 
waters  fished  were  Loch  Shin,  with  its  various  beats. 
Loch  Beannoch,  Loch  Cracail,  Craggie,  Fuarloch,  and 
River  Shin.  B. 


ANSWEES  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 


Goose-step. — You  say,  "How  could  it  have  been 
'Archie?'  Was  it  not  the  late  Andrew  Young,  the 
fish  culturist  at  Invershin,  Sutherlandshire  ?  "  Well, 
it  might  have  been  either  of  them. — Ed. 


Corresponbence- 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  (pinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  DEYERON  AND 
SEA  FISHING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Deab  Sie. — Your  correspondent  "  Snow,"  who  is 
anxious  to  receive  information  concerning  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Deveron,  could  not  do  better  than  pro- 
cure a  copy  of  "The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Locks,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of  Scot- 
land," an  excellent  work  which  ought  to  be  more 
studied  than  it  is.  I  have  had  little  experience  on  the 
Deveron,  and  that  only  in  private  waters  near  Turriff. 

Surely  no  fisherman  could  seriously  imagine  that 
sprats  could  be  caught  in  the  ponds  in  St.  James' 
Park  ;  but  another  very  pretty  sea-fish,  the  Atherine, 
or  sand  smelt,  will  it  is  said  live  and  thrive  in  fresh 
water,  and,  regarded  as  pike  bait,  would,  I  imagine,  be 
very  tempting ;  it  might  be  worth  while  trying  the 
experiment  in  some  piece  of  water  where  there  are  no 
predatory  fish.  Plonders  are  to  be  caught  in  many 
streams,  and  I  have  heard  that  they  will  live  in  lakes. 

A  fortnight  ago  one  of  your  correspondents  wanted 
to  know  if  there  was  any  fishing  at  Bournemouth. 


Off  the  pier  various  kinds  of  llat-fish,  whiting,  pout, 
eels,  sand  smelts,  &c.,  can  he  taken,  but  during  the 
late  spring,  summer,  and  early  autumn  the  sport  is 
very  poor  on  account  of  the  incessant  arrival  and 
departure  of  steamers,  anglers  havihg  to  fish  from  the 
landing  stages.  He  had  much  better  go  over  to 
Christchurch,  the  distance  is  short  and  the  train  ser- 
vice convenient,  and  try  for  freshwater  fish  in  the 
Avon,  which  river  is  very  strictly  preserved — salmon, 
pike,  perch,  chub,  roach,  tench,  dace.  He  can  put  up 
at  the  King's  Arms,  where  visitors  can  fish  for  any- 
thing they  like  save  salmon  and  perch.  Trusting  that 
this  little  piece  of  information  may  be  of  use. — Yours 
faithfully,  Frank  Cusuny. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cushny.  A  year  or 
two  ago  we  published  all  the  fishing  information  given 
in  the  "  Sportsman's  (iuide  to  Scotland "  in  the 
Fishing  Oazette.  Is  Mr.  C.  quite  correct  about  the 
freshwater  fishing  at  Christchurch  ?  We  believe  that 
for  the  past  year  or  two  the  fishing  has  been  let,  and 
that  visitors  to  the  hotel  cannot  fish. — Ed.] 


RIVER  DEYERON  AT  HUNTLY,  BANFF- 
SHIRE, N.B. 

Deak  Sjb, — I  see  a  query  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
with  regard  to  the  free  fishing  at  Huntly.  I  tried  it 
last  year  and  was  pleased  with  it.  I  got  excellent 
rooms  not  far  from  the  station,  and  found  Huntly  one 
of  the  most  inexpensive  places  I  was  ever  at,  and  also 
one  of  the  pleasantest.  The  season  was  a  bad  one, 
but  I  saw  enough  fish  to  realise  what  might  have  been 
done  had  there  been  any  soft  weather.  As  is  usual  in 
hard  weather,  the  fish  that  did  rise  were  small.  The 
Isla  contains  very  fine  trout  in  the  pools,  but  I  never 
got  a  favourable  day  for  them,  and  had  to  fish  the 
runs,  where  the  trout  run  small.  Of  course,  the 
water  is  very  much  fished,  sometimes  quite  a  forest  of 
rods  were  out  on  my  favourite  stretch  — the  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  water  below  Rothiemay.  One 
day  I  and  a  local  and  a  boy  were  all  whipping  the 
pool — not  a  hundred  yards  long — below  Rothiemay 
bridge,  yet  I  got  9^1b.  out  of  it,  and  very  likely  mine 
was  the  smallest  basket  of  the  three.  The  run  by 
train  from  Huntly  to  Rothiemay  only  takes  about  seven 
minutes  ;  the  Isla  joins  the  Deveron  a  few  minutes' 
walk  below  Rothiemay ;  here  only  one  side  of  tbr> 
Deveron  and  Isla  can  be  fished.  Above  Huntly  both 
sides  of  the  Deveron  can  be  fished  for  about  four  miles. 
The  best  salmon  pools  are  within  a  mile  of  the  town, 
but  the  best  trout  fishing  begins  about  a  mile  and 
a-half  up.  I  have  seen  some  very  handsome  fish  got 
from  the  top  water,  though  I  was  myself  unsuccessful 
on  it,  always  getting  there  on  a  bad  day.  The  fishing 
on  the  Bogie  begins  in  the  town  and  goes  up  for  miles  ; 
two  or  three  miles  iip  the  Kirkney  runs  into  the  Bogie, 
a  very  pretty  little  stream  which,  likewise,  can  be 
fished  from  both  sides.  The  railway  runs  by  the 
Bogie,  so  that  one  can  either  go  or  return  by  train. 

I  append  a  copy  of  the  entries  in  my  diary ;  no 
doubt  the  result  was  not  up  to  much,  and  others  have 
done  and  will  do  a  very  great  deal  better,  but  they 
give,  at  all  events,  a  definite  idea  of  sport  that  has 
actually  been  got  under,  on  the  whole,  unfavourable 
conditions.    All  fish  were  killed  with  fly  alone  : — 

April  10th — Heavy  snowstorm,  fished  one  pool  on 
Bogie  for  two  hours,  17  trout,  31b.  6oz.  ;  15th — Deveron, 
Rothiemay,  26,  81b.  8oz. ;  10th  —  Deveron,  above 
Huntly,  7,  31b.  loz.  ;  17th— Bogie,  11,  21b.  12oz. ; 
18th  — Rothiemay,  27,  91b.  9oz. ;  19th  — Isla,  23, 
61b.  7oz.  ;  20th— Deveron  and  Isla,  31,  101b.  3oz. ; 
22nd— Isla,  54,  151b.  (stopped  fishing  at  2  p.m.)  ;  23rd 
—Isla,  45,  111b.  3oz. ;  25th— Isla,  58,  171b.  lOoz. ;  26th 
— Deveron,  above  Huntly,  14,  31b.  loz.  (extremely 
bright  and  clear,  east  wind) ;  27th — Deveron,  Rothie- 
may, 27,  81b.  lOoz. ;  30th— Isla,  23,  61b.  8oz. 

May  1st — Deveron,  above  Huntly,  33,  71b.  15oz. ; 
2nd— Deveron,  above  Huntly,  10,  31b.  lOoz. ;  6th— Isla, 
32,  81b.  15oz. ;  7th— Deveron, Rothiemay,  32, 111b.  lOoz.; 
9th  —  Deveron,  Rothiemay,  26,  lOlb.  5oz. ;  10th  — 
Deveron,  above  Huntly,  6,  21b.  (fished  for  salmon  most 
of  the  day)  ;  11th — Isla,  4,  lib.  5oz.  (cold  and  bright) ; 
13th — Deveron,  Rothiemay,  11,  41b.  4oz. ;  14th — Isla, 
14,  31b.  15oz. ;  15th — Isla,  7,  lib.  5oz.  (very  hard  and 
bright,  cold  north  wind) ;  17th — Kirkney,  30,81b.  3oz. ; 
18th— Deveron,  above  Huntly,  19,  61b.  4oz.  ;  23rd— 
Deveron,  Rothiemay,  13,  41b.  lloz. ;  27th— Deveron, 
Rothiemay,  16,  41b.  lOoz. 

I  must  add  that  there  is  an  excellent  bowling  green 
and  a  lawn-tennis  club,  and  the  members  thereof,  as 
all  others  at  Huntly,  are  most  kind  and  courteous  to 
visitors. — Yours  truly,  A.  K. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Snow  "  asks  for 
information  about  Deveron  at  Hvmtly.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  answering  each  question  as  given,  but 
must  premise  by  informing  him  that  the  water  is  not 
now  free,  a  charge  being  made  to  cover  protection. 
Comfortable  quarters  can  be  got  in  Htmtly  ;  population 
about  four  thousand  ;  plenty  of  provisions  can  be  had. 
One  hour  by  rail  from  Aberdeen.-  Best  salmon  pools 
from  quarter  of  an  hoar  to  an  hour's  walk;  trout, 
same.  Fish  both  banks.  Deveron,  Bogie,  Isla,  etc., 
about  fifteen  miles.  Open  from  April  1  till  Oct.  31. 
All  legal  lures.    Most  of  the  pools  can  be  fished  with- 
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out  wading.  Sea  trout  not  in  great  quantity.  Never 
having  fished  the  Eden  or  the  Annan  cannot  com- 
pare. Should  you  care  to  have  my  address  from  the 
Editor,  I  will  be  pleased  to  give  you  fuller  details  or 
references  to  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  stream 
for  several  seasons. — Yours  truly,       Drake  Wing. 

EECORD  PIKE  CATCH  (?)  AND  AGE  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sib,— Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the 
extraordinary  catch  of  pike  as  reported  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  for  Jan.  22?  It  was  there  stated  that  two 
anglers  (names  not  given)  had  caught  in  Nottingham- 
shire (locality  not  mentioned)  no  less  than  nineteen 
pike,  retaining  eight  which  weighed  1611b.  The  two 
largest  scaled  281b.  and  251b.  respectively,  the  lot 
averaging  exactly  201b.  2oz.  Now,  tir,  I  have  looked 
in  vain  in  your  columns  for  any  reference  to  this 
tremendous  record,  which,  if  true,  should  surely  have 
found  a  place  therein,  but,  if  unauthentic,  I  can  quite 
vmderstand  the  omission. 

With  regard  to  the  rate  at  which  perch  grow  I  can 
speak  with  some  experience  as  I  have  stocked 
several  ponds  with  them,  and  have  also  marked  and 
let  go  a  good  number  in  rivers,  some  of  which  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  in  catching  again,  and  have 
kept  records  of  dates,  etc. 

Without  wishing  to  dogmatise,  or  to  lay  down  a 
hard  and  fast  rule,  I  will  give  you  the  general  result 
of  my  experiments. 

In  rivers  where,  of  course,  perch  grow  faster  than 
in  ponds,  it  takes  two  years  for  a  perch  to  grow  to  Jib., 
but  this  rate,  I  think,  is  not  maintained.  As  it  grows 
older  it  necessarily  increases  in  a  slower  degree,  and 
when  very  large,  say  21b.  or  more,  the  rate  of  growth 
is  very  small  indeed.  It  is  a  wall-known  fact  that  the 
perch  is  a  very  slow  grower,  and,  in  normal  circum- 
stances, in  the  case  of  the  large  perch  captured  by 
Mr.  Wightman,  if  we  say  that  its  average  rate  of 
growth  was  3oz.  for  every  year  it  lived,  that  will  not  be 
far  from  the  mark.  Thus,  as  its  weight  was  3Jlb.,  we 
may  assume  that  its  age  was  somewhere  between 
eighteen  and  twenty  years.  I  am  quite  in  agreement 
with  Mr.  Newlyn,  as  I  have  never  seen  a  dead  perch 
which  I  could  conclude  had  died  a  natural  death.  The 
largest  perch  I  ever  caught  weighed  41b. — Yours 
truly,  W.  L.  Radford. 


AMATEUR  TAXIDERMY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  your  paper  for  some  time 
with  interest,  but  as  I  am  not  a  very  old  contributor  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform 
me  if  you  have  ever  had  any  information  published  in 
your  paper  on  the  subject  of  taxidermy  as  applied  to 
the  preserving  of  fishes.  I  should  like  to  keep  a  few 
of  the  fishes  that  I  catch  as  ornaments,  but  the  ex- 
pense debars  me  from  such  luxuries.  If  you  could 
supply  me  with  the  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
which  contains  the  article,  if  such  there  be,  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  great  favour.  In  case  you  cannot  do  this, 
could  you  give  me  any  information  on  the  subject,  or 
even  the  name  of  any  publication  on  this  subject  ?  Of 
course,  I  only  want  to  know  in  an  amateur  way  for  my 
own  amusement. — Yours  truly,        J.  W.  Howard. 

[Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  Bazaar  Office,  Strand,  publishes  a 
work  on  "  Taxidermy,"  including  fish. — Ed.] 


CARP  AND  TENCH  IN  AN  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sib, — As  you  are  now  publishing  articles 
respecting  aquarium  keeping,  it  may  interest  some  of 
your  readers  to  learn  that  with  a  little  care  carp  and 
tench  may  be  kept  in  a  "  home  aquarium  "  for  many 
years.  A  small  tench  that  I  caught  with  rod  and  line 
twenty-four  years  ago  and  kept  with  other  fish  in  a 
glass  tank  died  yesterday,  but  a  bronze-carp  taken  at 
the  same  time  is  still  hearty  Neither  of  these  fish 
increased  in  size  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Is  this 
an  unusual  length  of  time  to  keep  fish  in  captivity  ? — 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  F.  Booth. 

Brighton,  Jan.  30. 

[We  do  not  remember  any  case  of  fish  being  kept  so 
long  as  Mr.  Booth  has  succeeded  in  keeping  his  ;  but 
carp  will  live  far  beyond  the  longest  recorded  human 
life — that  is,  in  modern  times. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
article  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  1  on  fishing  in  Shetland. 
I  most  heartily  agree  with  much  that  Mr.  Mackay  has 
to  say  of  the  charm  of  the  islands  and  the  sport  they 
afford,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  sure  that  any  of 
your  readers  who  intend  visiting  them  will  do  well  to 
start  with  a  stock  of  philosophy,  which  will  enable 
them  to  enjoy  a  good  holiday,  even  if  they  fail  to 
realise  the  exceptional  sport  which  this  and  other 
articles  I  have  read  would  naturally  lead  one  to 
anticipate.  Sport  of  some  kind  they  are  almost  sure 
to  get,  and  if  they  will  only  oast  away  that  fatal  quest 
for  121b.  sea-trout,  which  come,  not  for  much  seeking, 
but  only  to  him  whom  the  god  slove,  the  brown  trout 
lochs,  at  any  rate,  will  give  them  much  pleasant  fishing. 

Fine  sea-trout  there  undoubtedly  are — you  can  see 
big  fejlows  jumping  in  the  voes  and  lochs — but  they 
have  been  taking  badly  during  the  last  season,  and 
also  so  much  depends  upon  weather  and  water  that 


the  visitor  for  three  or  four  weeks  will  probably  be 
disappointed  if  he  expects  such  sport  as  Mr.  Mackay 
describes. 

I  am  not  speaking  from  my  own  experience  only, 
but  from  that  of  men — good  fishermen,  too— who  have 
fished  Shetland  both  spring  and  autumn  for  years  past, 
who  have  had  their  red-letter  days,  but  who  would 
certainly  not  admit  that  "  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
make  a  basket  of  thirty  fish  weighing  as  many  pounds 
in  a  few  hours  of  a  morning." 

The  man  who  lives  on  the  spot  undoubtedly  has  the 
best  opportunities  of  sport,  and  I  should  much  like  to 
know  whether  Mr.  Bathgate  can  look  back  to  days 
on  which  his  creel  has  weighed  301b.  as  common 
experiences. 

\yith  regard  to  the  adverse  criticism  of  Shetland 
gillies  contained  in  the  article  in  question,  perhaps  I 
was  particularly  lucky  in  my  choice,  but  I  founi 
them  keen,  hard-working,  and  as  pleased  as  oneself 
over  good  sport.  I  would  strongly  recommend  any 
of  your  readers  visiting  Shetland  for  the  first  time  to 
take  plenty  of  fine  undrawn  gut  and  flies,  if  anything 
smaller  than  the  patterns  usually  recommmded.  The 
water  in  the  voes  is  often  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  it  is 
quite  a  mistake  to  think  that  Shetland  sea-trout  take 
no  catching. — Yours  truly,      H.  Vincent  Fei  den. 

[We  were  afraid  that  "  G.  M.'s "  description  of 
301b.  baskets  taken  in  a  few  hours  as  being  by  lo  means 
uncommon  would  be  challenged,  and  are  very  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Fedden  for  his  letter;  we  await  Mr. 
Mackay 's  explanation. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  ITALY. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fly- 
fishing to  be  had  in  the  Italian  lakes  ?  I  see  "  Bae- 
deker "  speaks  of  "trout  up  to  201b.  weight  having 
been  caught  in  Lake  Como,"  but  what  kind  of  fish 
this  can  be  I  cannot  understand. 

I  arn  going  to  be  at  the  lakes,  probably  Lugano,  from 
the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April,  and  if  you 
can  tell  me  what  sort  of  fishing  there  is,  and  to  be 
prepared  for,  I  should  be  much  obliged. 

I  suppose  spinning  tackle  would  probably  be  of  most 
use  for  fishing  the  lakes,  and  a  trout  rod  for  the 
streams  ?—Y^ours  truly,  Henry  B.  Weston. 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  kindly  answer. — 
Ed.] 


OPENING  OF  TWEED  SPRING  SALMON 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sib,— To-day  (Feb.  1)  salmon  fishing  is 
resumed.  Here  at  Innerleithen  there  are  a  great 
maiiy  large  salmon  in  every  pool,  all  perfectly  free 
fishing — no  payment  of  any  kind  and  no  permission 
to  be  requested,  and  every  fish  becomes  your  own 
property.  The  place  and  river  are  very  beautiful,  and 
rooms  are  cheap,  clean,  and  most  comfortable,  and 
many,  many  miles  of  river  are  your  own.  I  saw  a  man 
to-day  in  a  stretch  of  water  only  fifty  yards  long  hook 
three  salmon  in  one  hour.  He  lost  two  and  got  one. 
I  advise  anglers  to  come  down  early  to  this  jolly  place. 
Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  the  great  rod  makers  and 
anglers,  say  Innerleithen  is  an  ideal  spot. — Yours 
truly,  c.  Moffat. 

Innerleithen,  N.B. 
_  [It  is  very  kind  of  Mr.  Mofiatt  to  send  this  informa- 
tion, but  we  are  told  that  anglers  on  the  banks  of 
this  free  water  are  far  more  numerous  than  the  salmon 
in  it. — Ed.] 


SPORTS  EXHIBITION  AT  ANTWERP  IN 
APRIL. 

Deae  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
appointed  as  a  repr.esentative  for  the  fourth  Annual 
Cycle  and  Motor  Show  at  Antwerp,  which  includes  a 
department  of  fishing  tackle. 

I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you  would  bring 
this  to  the  knowledge  of  your  numerous  readers,  and 
with  this  view  I  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  a  circular 
stating  the  most  important  conditions  for  entries. 

I  shall  have  pleasure  in  giving  you  any  information 
which  may  be  of  interest  for  your  widely  read  paper. 

Please  note  that  Press  cards  will  be  reserved. — 
Yours  truly.  The  Agent. 

83,  Walford-road,  Stoke  Newington, 
London,  N.,  Feb.  8. 

[This  is  rather  short  notice  in  any  case,  but  our 
opinion  is  that  English  firms  will  not  De  particularly 
anxious  to  exhibit  anywhere  on  the  Continent  as  long 
as  Continental  papers  continue  to  display  their  ignorant 
animosity  to  us. — Ed.] 


LARGE  PERCH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  most  interested  to  know  the 
weight  of  the  largest  perch  caught  in  the  British  Isles. 

Seeing  some  interest  is  now  being  taken  in  large 
perch  by  your  correspondents,  perhaps  it  would 
interest  you  to  know  that  in  1899  a  perch  weighing 
71b.  was  caught  in  the  Lee  at  Ballincollig.  The  river, 
as  probably  most  of  your  readers  are  aware,  is  not  a 
coarse  fish  river,  and  indeed  I  was  surprised  to  find 
there  were  perch  in  it. 

I  know  the  Lee  round  Ballincollig  very  well,  having 


lived  there  some  two  years.  About  the  end  of  this 
time  I  was  told  by  a  really  reliable  man  that  he  had 
seen  perch  (describing  them)  two  and  a  half  to  three 
feet  long,  not  one  but  several  of  them— he  thought 
there  might  be  six  or  eight.  I  went  with  him  to  see 
these  monsters,  but  of  course  they  did  not  come  into 
view.  However,  after  several  visits  we  saw  one  which 
I  am  certain  would  weij.  h  31b.  to  -lib.  ;  he  called  this 
a  little  one,  and  de;larid;the  others  were  twice  the 
length.  It  was  in  tnis  s^me  pool  that  the  71b.  perch 
was  caught  (the  pool  at  the  lower  end  of  the  gun- 
powder works).  I  need  hardly  say  I  tried  all  I  knew 
to  get  one  of  these  beauties,  but  failed,  not  knowing 
much  about  perch  fishing. 

I  might  say  that  my  friend  had  never  seen  a  perch 
before,  and  only  knew  salmon,  pike,  and  trout,  and 
his  only  reason  for  calling  my  attention  to  his 
discovery  was  to  know  what  these  striped  fish  were. 

Whilst  mentioning  the  Lee,  big  trout  return  to  my 
mind  more  so  than  ever  they  did  to  my  basket.  Oh, 
what  trout  are  there  !  That  was  in  my  junior  trouting 
dajs.  How  I  tried  all  I  knew  (don't  ask  the  methods), 
but  I  never  landed  one.  I  once  hooked  one  estimated 
at  61b.  to  71b.  by  local  anglers ;  I  never  saw  him,  he 
ran  out  all  my  line  (forty  yards)  at  his  first  rush,  and 
of  course  my  ordinary  trout  cast  was  snapped  at  once. 
Another  of  about  41b.  broke  just  as  I  was  landing  him. 
Minor  trout  were  plentiful.  I  used  to  put  back  all 
under  Jib.  and  seldom  failed  to  get  a  dozen  in  two  or 
three  hours  in  the  evening  ranging  from  Jib.  to  llVo. 

If  any  of  your  readers  would  like  proof  of  the  size  of 
trout  let  them  look  into  the  pool  from  the  roadside  at 
Carrighroan  Station.  I  have  never  failed  to  see  at  least 
one  or  two,  when  the  water  is  clear  and  low,  lying 
behind  a  large  stone,  and  above  the  weir  1  have 
counted  as  many  as  nine  monsters. 

If  any  of  your  readers  are  fortunate  enough  to  catch 
either  some  of  these  speckled  or  striped  beauties,  I 
trust  they  will  record  their  weight  in  your  valuable 
paper. — Yours  faithfully,  "  Fly." 

[The  largest  perch  we  have  ever  seen  weighed  51b. 
We  would  give  £7  for  a  genuine  7-pounder,  just  as  a 
specimen. — Ed.] 


THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 

Dear  Sib,— At  our  last  meeting  the  final  constitu- 
tion of  the  league  came  under  discussion,  and  the 
question  of  adding  to  our  title  with  a  view  of  its 
assuming  national  proportions.  At  the  next  general 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  revelations  of  exceptional 
interest  to  the  angling  world  and  the  general  public 
will  be  made.  A  grand  concert  at  Ladbroke  Hall 
will  be  held  by  the  league  early  in  March  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Andrews  Defence  Fund.— Yours  truly, 

C.  Chaplais. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK  AND 
LOUGH  NA-FOUGH. 

Deab  Sib, — From  the  numerous  letters  I  have 
received  since  my  letter  of  Jan.  16  on  the  above 
subject  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  am  further  induced  to  trespass  on  your  space.  I 
have  various  applications  from  clubs  in  different  parts 
of  England  about  re-stocking  English  waters  with 
Irish  pike,  which  I  consider,  from  thoughtful  study  of 
pike,  to  be  a  different  species  altogether  to  their 
English  sex.  No  matter  how  well  you  treat  pike 
in  English  waters  they  never  grow  as  the  Irish  pike ; 
besides,  they  have  not  the  fighting  powers,  or  afford 
the  same  sport  by  jumping  clean  out  of  the  water 
several  times  before  landing,  just  like  a  sporting 
salmon  or  sea- trout,  as  our  Irish  pike  do.  Take  for 
instance  an  81b.  or  101b.  pike  on  Irish  waters  ;  you 
will  notice  at  once  the  aifferent  sport  it  gives  to 
similar  weight  pike  on  English  waters.  Scores  of 
English  anglers  who  fish  in  Ireland  will  bear  me 
out  in  this  theory.  I  now  quite  agree  with  some  of 
those  secretaries  of  English  clubs  who  are  com- 
municating with  me  that  the  small  pike  from  21b.  to 
41b.  are  safer  to  remove  for  re-stooking  English  waters 
than  the  largar  ones. 

I  fear  it  would  be  difficult  to  remove  in  safety  the 
larger  pike.  The  knocking  about  would  be  too  much 
for  them,  whereas  the  smaller  pike  would  rough  it 
better,  and  would  breed  and  cross  equally  as  well,  and 
grow  to  the  same  size  later  on.  I  am  certain  the 
cross  between  English  and  Irish  pike  would  raise  the 
standard  and  put  more  life  into  the  propensities  of 
their  English  sex. 

As  Mr.  J.  Hollom,  secretary  to  the  S  ioke-upon-Trent 
Angling  Society,  says,  it  ought  to  be  worth  the  trouble, 
and  hopes  it  will  be  tried.  Personally,  I  miss  the  pike 
anglers  myself  during  the  past  two  winters,  and  also 
the  shooting  gentlemen,  whom,  I  understand,  are  gone 
to  the  front,  upholding  the  prestige  of  our  country, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  they  will  make  good  use  of  their 
guns  and  shoot  as  straight  in  knocking  over  the  Boers 
as  they  knocked  over  snipe  and  cock  on  the  kopje  of 
Kilbride  Mountain,  is  my  fervent  prayer,  with  a  safe 
and  speedy  return.  I  fear,  Mr.  Editor,  you  will  think 
I  am  rushing  into  politics  and  departing  from  the 
question  at  issue. — Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  Sommervillb  (Water  Bailiff),  i 

Kilbride,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  Ireland.  ' 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  lie 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Sou's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  recjuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  hut  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money. payments  should  be  made. 
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Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 
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The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed    Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  he 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address — "RIVSAM,  London." 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Fisheeman's  Good  Luck. 

Here  is  another  good  fish  story  from  J5sop  : — "  A 
fisherman  on  Loch  Tay  had  been  out  a  Long  while  at 
■svork  Catching  nothing,  and  so  in  Great  Trouble  and 
Despair,  he  resolved  to  take  up  his  Tackle  and  be 
gone  :  But  in  That  very  Instant  a  Great  Fish  Leapt 
into  the  Boat,  and  by  Pi-ovidence  made  a  Tolerable 
Day  on't." 

This  ought  to  lla^  e  appeared  last  ■week  in  front 
of  the  note  about  expense  of  angling  on  Loch  Tay, 
ill  ■which  I  said  "  it  will  be  seen  that  you  want  a 
tish  to  jump  into  the  boat  now  and  then." 


Mr.  W.  Eobertson,  the  fishing-tackle  maker  of 
Glasgow,  writes  :  "  In  your  '  Occasional  Notes  ' 
of  last  Saturday's  issue,  the  Pall-  Mall  Gazette 
writer  quoted  is  distinctly  behind  the  times  in 
regard  to  Loch  Tay  salmon  fishing.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  no  charge  for  the  right  of  fishing  for 
salmon  on  Loch  Tay,  other  than  that  the  angler 
pays  a  royalty  of  ^1  to  the  proprietor  for  every 
salmon  caught  during  a  week's  fishing  up  to  five, 
all  others  thereafter  taken  are  free.  No  fish  no  £1. 
His  figures  for  boatmen's  wages  come  out  very 
near  the  mark,  so  that  the  cost  of  a  day's  salmon 
fishing  on  Loch  Tay  just  now  runs  to  the  price  of 
the  men's  wages,  their  lunch,  and  the  probability 
of  having  to  pay  one  or  two  royalties  of  £1,  for 
value  received,  a  sum  which  no  angler  would  grudge 
for  the  privilege  of  killing  a  fresh-nm  '  twenty- 
pounder  '  on  this  famous  salmon  loch." 


The  Tay. 

All  the  Tay  salmon  fishings  both  for  spring  and 
autumn  are  let ;  good  sport  has  been  experienced  so 
far.  Up  to  last  Wednesday,  Feb.  5,  thirty  fresh-run 
salmon  and  no  end  of  kelts  had  been  caught  on  the 
capital  new  "  King  Fisher  "  spinning  tackle  brought 
out  by  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth.  It  is  equally  good 
or  pike  and  bass  fishing.    Mr.  MaUoch  tells  me 


that  he  finds  salmon  take  it  best  if  the  tail  is 
slightly  turned  up  so  as  to  give  a  bit  of  a  wobble 
to  the  bait. 


LocH  Tay   Salmon  Fishing  the   Cheapest  in 
Scotland. 

From  the  following  letter  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  statement  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  respecting 
the  cost  of  salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Tay  was  very 
misleading.  Mr.  Hamish  Stuart  writes :  "  Will 
you  allow  me,  in  justice  to  the  hotel-keepers  on 
Loch  Tay  side,  to  point  out  that  the  quotation 
from  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  which  you  gave  in 
your  last  week's  notes  is  misleading  as  to  facts. 
The  "  Scottish  Correspondent '  of  the  Pall  Mall 
has  evidently  gone  by  the  '  Sportsman  and  Tourist's 
Guide  to  Scotland,'  for  his  figures  as  to  the  cost  of 
fishing  on  Loch  Tay  are  based  on  what  is  said  in 
that  publication.  Under  the  old  order  the  charges 
were  as  stated.  Now,  however,  all  has  been  changed, 
and  none  of  the  hotels  make  any  charge  for  boats 
at  all.  Instead  you  pay  ^1  for  every  salmon  you 
catch.  A  good  day  is,  therefore,  expensive,  but  a 
blank  day  costs  you  only  your  boatman's  fee  and 
his  lunch  and  whisky.  This  is  a  perfectly  fair 
arrangement,  and  the  £1  per  fish  may  either  be 
described  as  a  premium  on  good  fortune  or  a  stake 
against  bad.  It  all  depends  whether  you  look  at  it 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  angler  or  of  the  inn- 
keeper." And  Mr.  PhUip  Geen  informs  me  that 
"  the  salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Tay  is  now  the 
cheapest  in  Scotland." 

Notes  on  Tarpon  Fishing  by  an  English  Angler. 

"  The  Fii-s,  Kingston, 
"  Feb.  4,  1902. 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston, — In  regard  to  my  little 
address  on  '  Tarpon  Fishing  '  probably  I  was  not  so 
clear  as  I  should  have  been,  but  the  report  confuses 
one  way  of  pass  fishing  (where  the  stream  is  so 
strong  you  anchor  and  let  a  bait  drift),  and  still 
fishing  (where  you  anchor  and  throw  out  two  or 
three  lines  baited  to  lie  on  the  bottom,  and  the 
first  intimation  you  get  of  a  fish  being  on  is  he 
leaps).  For  my  part,  in  the  Boca  Grande  Pass  I 
only  used  one  rod,  and  rowed  about  trolling  with 
the  bait  just  on  and  off  the  bottom.  I  was  very 
careful  to  say  I  was  no  authority,  and  that  I  gave 
the  local  beliefs.  The  tarpon  do  make  up  the 
rivers  in  April,  and  are  full  of  spawn  then.  A 
local  naturalist  told  me  the  fish  have  lungs  as  well 
as  gills,  and  showed  me  two  long  red  strips  reaching 
down  the  backbone  as  far  as  the  dorsal  fin,  which 
he  said  were  lungs,  and  they  looked  as  though  they 
might  have  been.  You  can  weigh  tarpon  by 
measure  very  accurately ;  square  the  girth  and 
multiply  by  the  length  in  inches  and  divide  by 
eight  hundred.  As  to  gear,  my  rods  were  made  by 
Farlow,  of  wood  (iron  wood)  sent  from  Canada. 
My  brother  swore  by  Farlow's  hooks,  I  used  the 
Van  Vleck.  No  reels  but  Vom  Hofes  would  do  for 
me ;  thu'ty-five  dollars  they  cost.  The  running- 
lines  I  see  offered  in  windows  as  tarpon  lioes  are 
too  thin.  I  used  Hall  A  celebrated  twenty-four 
thread  and  a  piano-wire  trace,  and  had  no  mishaps, 
but  I  saw  an  English  party  broke  time  after  time. 
As  every  tarpon  costs  you  at  least  .£10  that  isn't 
worth  while. 

"  It  struck  me  that  some  of  the  Americans  got 
broke  a  good  deal.  I  think  our  Hall  A  lines  were 
the  best  on  the  pass ;  we  got  them  of  Edward 
Vom  Hofe,  but  I  think  they  are  made  in  Man- 
chester. Dyed  lines  rot  quickly  in  salt  water. 
On  the  whole  I  should  advise  any  man  going  out 
to  get  his  tackle  there  (I  had  to  pay  some  fabulous 
amounts  of  duty  on  my  rods)  of  Vom  Hofe,  95, 
Fulton-street,  New  York.  He  is  a  nice  little  chap, 
knows  all  the  ropes,  and  is  a  good  fisherman,  and 
would  put  any  visitor  in  the  way  of  times,  trains, 
and  places. — Yours  truly,     "  J.  M.  E.  Fe.vncis. 

"  P.S. — No  reel  in  the  world  would  hold  five 
hundred  yards  of  twenty-one  thread ;  my  reels 
were  the  largest  size,  and  only  took  two  himdred 
yards.  The  '  leaping  tuna '  is,  I  think,  wrong,  as  I 
was  told  that  the  drawback  to  tuna  is  they  don't 
show.  The  drag  of  the  reel  is  not  enough  to  play 
a  tarpon  on ;  you  have  to  press  a  leather  pad  on 
the  line  in  the  reel.  The  tarpon  does  fling  himself 
about  and  shakes  his  head  violently  every  time  he 
jumps." 

The  Muffin  Man. 
"Muffins  —  and  Crumpets  —  and  Pikelets  for 
Tea."    I  wonder  if  his  cry  is  ever  heard  now,  and 


the  tinkle  of  his  handbell.  I  remember  hearing 
him  as  a  boy,  just  about  dusk  of  a  ■winter's  evening, 
as  he  walked  along  the  quiet  street  with  his  tray 
covered  with  green  baize  on  his  head.  It  was 
amusing  to  see  how  slowly  he  turned  his  head  to 
see  if  a  neat-capped,  white-aproned  housemaid 
appeared  at  any  door  in  answer  to  his  summons. 
But  what  I  never  could  understand  was  why  he 
called  pikelets.  There  was  a  fishy  sound  about  it, 
and  he  never  had  anything  but  muffins  and  crum- 
pets, and  jolly  good  they  were  well  toasted, 
buttered,  and  served  hot  on  top  of  a  schoolboy's 
appetite. 


The  Fish  said  "  There's  Hair  !  " 

A  charming  young  lady,  writing  in  Answers, 

says : — 

"  I  was  trout  fishing  one  day.  At  my  first  bite  I 
happened  to  lose  my  drop  fly,  and  had  not  one  in 
my  book  to  replace  it,  but  I  happened  to  think  of 
a  plan.  I  took  a  common  roach  hook  from  my 
porket,  cut  a  small  bunch  of  hair  from  my  head, 
fastened  it  to  the  hook  with  a  bit  of  silk  thread, 
and  in  an  hour's  time  my  basket  was  quite  full." 

How  lucky  for  the  fish  we  anglers  are  not  all 
charming  young  ladies. 


Porcelain  Eod  Eings. 

Some  years  ago  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
called  and  left  with  me  some  rod  rings  made  of 
porcelain.  It  he  still  reads  his  Fishing  Gazette  I 
should  be  glad  if  he  would  send  me  his  present 
address  as  I  should  like  to  know  how  the  rings 
answered.  The  chief  objection  is  that  porcelain  is 
brittle  ;  its  great  advantage  is  its  diamond-like  hard- 
ness, and,  of  course,  it  could  be  encased  partly  in 
metal  holders,  which  would  protect  it  when  the 
angler  has  a  slip  among  rocks.  I  showed  the  rings 
to  Mr.  Philip  Geen — who  uses  ivory  as  lining  for 
his  rod  rings — and  he  said  at  once  it  would  be 
infinitely  better  and  cheaper  (because  no  line  will 
wear  it,  and  it  cannot  rust  like  steel),  if  the 
brittleness  difficulty  can  be  got  over  or  covered  up 
in  some  way. 

Mr.  E.  Eamsbottom's  Gut  Eeport. 
I  am  always  glad  to  get  Mr.  E.  Eamsbottom's 
Gut  Eeport.  It  is  a  reminder  that  spring  is  coming, 
and  that  before  long  some  of  us  will  be  ha^vong  the 
pleasure  of  getting  a  practical  verdict  on  his 
"  Eefina"  from  a  jury  of  trout,  or  a  judgment  on 
his  "  Marana "  from  some  Lord  Chief  Justice 
among  the  salmon.  Mr.  E.  sends  me  some 
strands  of  long  fine  gut,  and  says  :  "  How  will  this 
do  for  dry-fly  points?"  All  I  can  say  is,  I 
am  putting  them  into  a  special  pocket  in  my 
fly-book  where  I  keep  a  few  lengths  for  use 
in  what  my  old  angling  friend,  Mr.  Yarde, 
calls  "precarious  predicaments."  Nothing  pleases 
him  more  than  to  discover  a  good  trout  in  some 
place  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  hook  him, 
and  if  you  hook  him,  almost  impossible  to  land 
him.  Then  I  see  a  cloud  of  blue  smoke  coming 
across  the  water  meadow,  out  of  which  a  voice 
says,  "  Come  along,  Marston,  I  have  foimd  one  of 
your  friends ;  he's  two  pounds  to  an  ounce,  and 
he's  right  over  on  the  other  side,  with  a  small  bed 
of  weeds  in  front  and  a  big  one  behind,  and  three 
bulrushes  sticking  up  just  where  your  cast  must 
fall;  now  aren't  you  happy?  Mind  you,  he's 
taking  every  fly  that  comes  over  him."  I  went  to 
see  the  fish.  "  Why,  there's  a  barbed  wire  hanging 
just  over  his  nose,  and  an  ash  tree  just  over- 
head." All  I  heard  was  a  noise  coming  out  of  a 
cloud  of  tobacco  smoke,  like  ''  Ooh-ooh-ooh " — 
it  was  Yarde  roaring  with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth. 
"  Thank  you,"  I  said  ;  "  I  thinlv  I  will  let 
that  fish  grow  a  bit."  Half-an-hour  after, 
about  a  quarter  to  one,  I  heard  a  resonant  pop 
behind  our  fishing  hut,  embowered  in  trees,  and 
found  it  was  Yarde  uncorking  a  bottle  of  Beaune 
and  superintending  preparations  for  lunch.  "  I 
say,  Marston,  your  father  is  a  corker !  He  got 
that  trout !  "  "  Nonsense,"  I  said.  "  He  did, 
though,  and  you've  got  to  take  a  back  seat  I  "  I 
thought  I  should  have  died  of  laughing  to  hear 
Yarde's  description  of  how  the  "Amateur  Angler" 
killed  that  trout,  the  collars  he  used  up,  the  boughs 
he  cut  do'wn.  "  You  never  saw  such  a  caper  in 
your  life."  Presently  the  "  Amatem*  .\ngler  "  turned 
up,  radiant.  "  Ah,  ah  !  my  boy,  beat  you  at  last," 
and  got  another  as  big  in  the  next  meadow.  Yarde 
was  so  delighted  he  upset  the  bottle  of  Beaune. 

E.  B.  Marston. 
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"SPEING  SALMON  FISHING." 
SPINNING  FEOM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Gkbn. 


(Continued  from  page  88.) 
The  dale  of  Fortingall  is  in  shape  of  a  semi- 
circle, with  Gai-th  Castle,  the  beautiful  residence 
of  Sir  Donald  Currie,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 


straight  down,  some  forty  feet,  and  quite  forget 
the  plan  of  a  long  walk.  Here  I  once  counted 
forty-one  fish,  and  selected  from  among  them  some 
half-dozen  thirty-pounders  that  I  would  try  for  on 
the  morrow.    Never  a  one,  was  my  luck  1 

Listen  to  the  rain !  There  is  a  knock  at  the 
door,  and  in  reply  to  my  "Come  in"  a  maid 
appears  to  inform  me  that  my  host,  Mr.  MacPhail, 
thinks  I  should  like  to  know  that  it  is  raining. 
Soon  after,  and  before  I  could  get  my  thoughts 


to  impress  upon  the  fisherman  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
good  pool  and  deserving  of  his  best  attention. 

It  can  be  fished  from  this  side,  the  right  bank, 
with  greater  comfort  and  ease,  and  from  higher  up 
and  lower  down,  than  from  the  other  side. 

Last  year  I  hooked  a  fish  here,  quite  up  amongst 
the  stones  at  the  top — a  fish,  the  wild  rushing  of 
which  I  never  saw  equalled.  It  came  out  on  to 
the  bank  at  least  two  yards,  but  before  my  gillie 
could  reach  the  spot  he  was  back  again,  rushing 


Rocky  Pool  on  the  Lyon. 


straight  side.  In  the  centre,  with  the  river  making 
the  half  circle  in  front  at  a  distance  varying  from 
half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  stands  this  most 
conveniently  arranged  hotel,  recently  rebuilt  by  Sir 
Donald.    Immediately  in  front  of  it  stands  Drum-  1 
mond  Hill,  from  the  top  of  which  a  splendid  view 
of  Taymouth  Castle  may  be  had,  as  also  of  beauti-  ' 
fill  Loch  Tay ;  behind  it  are  the  lofty  hills  which  j 
lead  up  to  the  great  Schiehallion.  i 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  dale  there  is  an  opening  \ 
in  the  high  enclosing  hills,  invisible  until  closely  j 
approached,  through  which  you  enter  Glenlyon 
Pass,  some  two  miles  in  length,  a  photo  of  which  I 
am  sending  to  Mr.  Marston  for  reproduction,  that 
it  may  assist  you  to  form  some  idea  of  its  beauties  ; 
and  difficulties. 

Emerging  from  the  pass  you  enter  Glenlyon 
proper,  with  its  wider  river  stretching  for  another 
thirty-five  miles,  up  the  full  length  of  which  spring 
salmon  perseveringly  travel  to  their  spawning  beds. 

The  conformation  of  the  glen  may  be  generally 
described  as  a  succession  of  long  bends,  the  angles 
of  which  consist  of  mountain  spurs  that  so  closely 
approximate  at  certain  points  as  to  make  the 
beholder  think  he  has  attained  his  goal,  and  that 
the  little  opening  before  him  has  no  ulterior, 
beyond,  at  most,  a  small  mountain  corrie. 

His  astonishment  increases  as  he  enters  another, 
and  still  another,  bend,  in  generals  so  like,  but  in  i 
particulars  so  dissimilar  from,  the  preceding  ones.  1 
Thus  the  scene  shifts,  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
hills,  rising  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  bed  of 
the  river,  give  the  whole  glen  its  individuality  of 
character,  and  help  it  to  form  a  little  world  by 
itself. 

It  is  of  the  salmon  pools  in  the  dale,  in  the 
pass,  and  in  the  three  miles  of  river  beyond  that 
I  have  undertaken  to  write,  but  I  find  it  impossible 
to  concentrate  all  my  thoughts  on  the  fishing. 
However,  I  had  better  proceed  with  my  task  while 
it  is  yet  Sunday,  for  who  knows  that  the  rain  which  ' 
ia  just  commencing  to  fall  will  not  keep  me  busy 
for  many  a  day,  and  so  busy,  too,  that  the  day's  | 
work  and,  afterwards,  my  dinner,  a  glass,  and  a  ! 
pipe  will  quite  unfit  me  for  pen  and  ink. 

I  hear  the  kirk  bell  next  door,  and  here  come  the 
kirk  goers.  How  many  times  I  have  hidden  behind 
the  curtain  and  watched  them  until  the  last  in  the 
slow  procession  had  passed  and  was  safely  within 
the  doors  ?  Then  I  go  boldly  out  for  a  long  walk 
up  the  glen.  After  proceeding  about  a  mile  you 
may  see  me  jump  the  low  wall  that  divides  the 
road  from  the  river,  where  I  shall  peep  down, 


from  the  prospects  that  the  rain  had  opened  up, 
another  maid  came  to  make  the  fire,  and  she 
thought  that  the  rain  had  really  come,  and  that 
there  would  be  a  lovely  river  in  the  morning.  I 
gave  the  only  reply  possible,  not  original,  I  believe, 
that  if  the  river  was  only  half  as  lovely  as  Kitty  I 
should  get  no  end  of  fish. 

It  is  a  pretty  sight,  to  a  waiting-for-a-spate 
fisherman,  to  see  the  mountain  side  shedding 
innumerable  tears  which  look  like  threads  of  silver 


and  leaping  more  like  an  infuriated  bull  than  any- 
thing else  I  can  compare  it  to.  Of  course,  the  fight 
was  as  short  as  it  was  furious,  and  the  cause  of  the 
fearful  fright  of  the  fish  was  soon  explained ;  a 
piece,  quite  as  large  as  the  palm  of  one's  hand,  had 
been  recently  bitten  from  his  side. 

Rocky  Pool. 

The  Oak  Tree,  which  is  between  this  andi  the 
Lime  Kiln,  is  not  to  be  profitably  fished  from  this 


The  Head  of  Lime  Kiln  Pool  on  the  Lyon. 


streaking  its  face.  It  is  so  pretty  that  I  must 
perforce  have  yet  another  wee  peep,  and  then  I  will 
commence  to  write. 

Lime  Kiln  Pool. 

I  described  this  pool  from  the  Breadalbane  side, 
and  will  only  say  the  two  or  three  words  necessary 


side,  so  I  pass  it  by,  merely  mentioning  that  to  try 
it  means  loss  of  tackle.  It  is  in  the  Rocky  that 
you  will  most  probably  get  a  fish.  Commence 
close  up  to  the  broken  water,  as  shown  by  the 
photo.  Work  carefully  and  slowly,  always  exposing 
yourself  as  little  as  possible  to  the  chances  of  being 
seen. 
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This  can  be  done  at  your  ease,  for  rocks  lie  along 
the  bank  as  if  put  there  to  hide  you  from  the  fish, 
while  giving  no  hindrance  to  your  casting.  Begin 
above  the  highest  rock,  and  while  standing  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  water  make  a  few  short  casts 
straight  in  front,  allowing  your  bait  to  trundle  in 
under  your  feet,  where  there  is  a  depth  of  at  least 
twenty  feet  of  water,  and  many  a  fish.  Cast  down 
and  across,  searching  every  inch  more  than  once 
for  so  far  as  you  can  reach,  making  the  most  of  the 
stream  by  manipulating  the  top  of  your  rod. 

The  next  best  cast  is  in  the  tail,  almost  down  to 
where  the  water  breaks.  When  the  pool  is  in  ply 
the  fish  are  in  the  centre  of  the  stream,  but  if  a 
spate  is  running  they  are  behind  the  large  stones 
near  the  bank.  It  was  from  behind  one  of  these 
that  I  got  my  thirty-one  pounder  and  many 
another  fish. 

It  will  be  best  when  you  have  finished  here,  if 
you  have  no  intention  of  giving  the  Lime  Kiln 


was  well  above  the  stones  and  rocks,  I  struck  and 
held  tightly.  There  was  a  tug,  a  rush  and  a  leap, 
after  which  I  coaxed  him  back  up  into  the  deeper 
part  to  kill  and  land  him  there,  so  as  to  keep  the 
tail  of  the  pool  quiet  that  there  might  be  a  prospect 
of  getting  his  mate. 

I  was  rewarded  for  taking  this  care.  After  a  few 
casts  a  httle  above  I  threw  to  the  spot  which  would 
cause  my  bait  to  come  just  over  the  sunken  rock. 
Again  my  line  tightened,  and  an  almost  similar 
result  followed,  even  to  the  leaping  of  the  fish.  I 
was  not  quite  so  successful  in  getting  him  quickly 
up-stream,  but  I  had  got  my  second  nice  fish. 

At  the  head  of  Lime  Kiln  Pool,  and  at  its 
narrowest  part,  where  it  is  necessary  to  keep  your 
bait  well  up  and  almost  in  sight,  I  saw  the  wave  of 
a  following  fish,  and,  of  course,  I  continued  the 
draw  exactly  as  it  was  going  before  I  had  seen  the 
I  wave,  until  I  felt  a  check  ;  then  I  struck  and  held 
'  until  the  struggles  had  firmly  fixed  the  hooks. 


The  Pass  of  Glen  Lyon. 
(Hugh  ilacLennan  is  to  be  seen  tishinz,  having-,  on  this  occasion,  at  any  rat»,  successfully  accomplished  his  dimcult  leap.) 


another  trial — a  new-comer  may  be  there — to  take  i 
the  road  and  walk  straight  to  "  Garth." 

"What  more  I  wrote  on  this  wet  day  I  have  put 
aside  that  I  may  tell  you  now  that  the  soft  winds 
and  heavy  rains  were  followed  by  a  flooded  river 
on  the  Monday,  which  put  success  out  of  the 
question ;  so  I  will  on  to  Tuesday,  which  proved  a 
red-letter  day,  as  you  shall  hear. 

The  news  of  my  Saturday's  fish  had  been  wired 
to  The  Scotsynan,  and  fishers  had  seen  that  the 
spring  salmon  were  up ;  and  up  they  came,  too, 
from  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Newcastle.  Old 
friends  met,  lots  were  drawn  for  beats,  and  all 
started  with  circumstances  favourable  and  with 
great  expectations.  The  Garth  water  fell  to  my 
lot,  and  when  I  caught  sight  of  the  Rocky,  and 
remembered  that  the  same  water  would  suit  the 
pool  below,  I  was  delighted  with  ray  chances.  I 
started  work,  as  I  have  advised  my  readers,  above 
the  highest  overhanging  rock,  and  at  my  third 
cast  a  fish  came  up  out  of  the  deep  water  almost 
at  my  feet,  missed  the  bait,  and  refused  all  my 
subsequent  offers,  no  matter  the  colours  or  shape. 

I  worked  carefully  to  the  tail,  and  was  then 
rewarded  by  seeing  the  even  flow  of  my  line  across 
the  stream  retarded,  and  knowing  that  my  bsit 


I  tried  my  hardest  to  keep  as  much  of  the  pool 
as  possible  free  from  disturbance,  but  all  in  vain. 
I  had  a  wild  customer  to  deal  with,  which  never 
allowed  me  to  get  within  twenty  yards  of  him 
until  he  had  raced,  jumped,  and  flopped  all  over 
the  place.  This,  together  with  my  following  up 
and  down  the  bank  as  closely  to  my  fish  as  circum- 
stances permitted,  was  suflicient  to  make  farther 
success  for  a  considerable  time  a  remote  chance,  so 
there  was  nothing  better  to  do  than  to  be  canny  in 
making  sure  of  the  one  in  hand.  This  proved  a 
most  fortunate  decision,  for  when  the  fish  was 
gaffed  and  lifted  the  hook  left  the  torn  hold,  and  as 
it  was  a  beautiful  fish  of  20^1b.  I  was  pleased. 

Thus,  by  one  o'clock,  I  was  the  proud  possessor 
of  three  pretty  spring  salmon  weighing  141b.,  171b., 
and  20^1b. 

The  best  definition  that  I  know  with  regard  to 
"  What  is  sufficient  for  a  man  ?  "  is  "  A  little  more 
than  he  has."  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  had  no  sooner 
eaten  my  lunch  and  smoked  a  pipe  than  I  was  on 
my  way  to  the  Rocky  to  try  again  for  the  fish  that 
rose  so  readily  in  the  morning. 

Again  he  came,  and  at  the  first  cast.  I  held 
him  tightly  as  he  dived  towards  his  hole,  giving 
him  line  grudgingly  until  I  knew  the  hook  must  b 


home.  I  felt  sure,  before  I  saw  it,  that  I  had  a 
much  heavier  fish  than  either  of  those  already 
caught,  and  I  determined  to  do  my  very  best,  no 
matter  what  time  he  took,  nor  how  much  he  might 
disturb  the  pool.  For  a  full  half-hour  he  fought. 
At  one  moment  he  was  in  the  broken  water  at  the 
tail  of  the  pool,  and  at  the  next  the  line  was 
cutting  its  way  towards  the  centre,  after  which  he 
would  be  deep  down  under  my  feet  again.  He 
appeared  to  be  master  of  every  dodge  likely  to 
regain  for  him  his  freedom,  and  if  ever  a  fish 
deserved  it  he  did.  What  is  more,  he  got  it.  He 
was  on  his  side  with  open  mouth  coming  gently 
to  be  gaffed  when  the  hold,  worn  out,  gave  way. 

Mr.  James  Amott,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  was 
the  only  other  fortunate  fisherman.  He  had  one 
of  181b.,  which  was  duly  despatched  to  his  family. 
I  mention  this  latter  fact  as  Mr.  Amott,  on  his 
first  visit  here,  had  but  just  commenced  to  fish  when 
he  got  one  of  201b.,  and  thinking  fish  plentiful 
handsomely  sent  it  to  the  hotel  to  be  cooked  for 
the  guests'  dinner.  It  was  good  eating,  and  we 
drank  Amott's  health  and  wished  him  many  and 
many  another  good  fish  before  his  week's  stay 
should  be  over.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  add  that 
these  good  wishes  were  of  little  avail — he  returned 
home  without  a  fish. 

Should  you  ever  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Mr.  James  Arnott  remind  him  of  this,  and  then 
listen  to  his  hearty  laugh. 

{To  be  continued.) 


IMPOKTANT  TEST  FISHING  CASE. 


I 


[By  the  courtesy  of  the  Times  we  are  able  to 
give  a  report  of  an  important  case  affecting  owners 
and  tenants  of  fisheries.  In  view  of  this  decision 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  owner  of  a  fishery  can 
prevent  a  lessee  sub-letting,  however  much  he 
may  object ;  and  it  is  easy  to  imderstand  that  an 
owner  might  have  the  strongest  reasons  for  object- 
ing.—Ed.] 

GROVE  V.  PORTAL." 
{In  the  Chancery  Drv'isiON,  before] 
Mr.  Justice  Joyce.) 
The  question  in  this  case  was  whether  the  lessee 
of  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  the  River  Test  in 
Hampshire,  who  had  covenanted  not  to  "imderlet, 
assign,  transfer,  or  set  over"  the  demised  premises 
without  the  consent  of  the  lessor,  was  entitled 
without  such  consent  to  grant  to  another  person  9, 
licence  to  fish  in  the  river.  The  question  arose 
upon  an  originating  summons  taken  out  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  true  construction  of  a 
lease  granted  by  Mr.  Melville  Portal  to  Mr.  T.  N.  A. 
Grove,  M.P.,  and  dated  April  2.5,  1894.  By 
this  instrument  Mr.  Portal  demised  to  Mr.  Grove 
"  all  that  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  manner 
hereafter  mentioned"  in  and  upon  certain  portions 
of  the  River  Test,  in  the  parishes  of  Freefolk, 
Laverstoke,  and  Overton,  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, "  together  with  full  liberty  of  ingress, 
egress,  and  regress  for  the  said  lessee  and  his  autho- 
rised friends  at  all  times  during  the  term  intended 
to  be  hereby  gi-anted  to  fish  in  such  above  described 
portions  of  the  said  River  Test  with  rods  and  lines 
in  a  proper  and  sportsmanlike  manner  at  right  and 
seasonable  periods  of  the  year,  and  without  using 
nets  or  other  means  than  the  artificial  fly,  and  the 
fish  which  they  shall  then  and  there  take  to  have 
and  retain  to  his  and  their  own  use,  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  said  right  of  fishing  and  premises  herein- 
before expressed  to  be  demised  unto  the  said  lessee 
from  September  30,  1893,  for  three,  seven,  fourteen, 
or  twenty-one  years,  at  the  option  of  the  said 
lessee,  or  until  one  year's  notice  is  given  by  the 
said  lessee  to  determine  the  said  tenancy  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  in  any  one  of  such  years  as  aforesaid, 
yielding  and  paving  therefor  during;  the  said  term 
hereby  granted  the  rent  or  sum  of  £300."  And  the 
lease  contained  a  covenant  by  the  lessee  that  he 
should  not  nor  would  during  the  said  term  "  under- 
let, assign,  transfer,  or  set  over  or  otherwise  by  any 
act  or  deed  procure  the  said  premises  to  be  assigned, 
transferred  or  set  over  unto  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever  withont  the  consent  in  writing  of  the 
said  lessor,  his  heirs,  or  assigns  being  first  obtained 
for  that  purpose."  And  the  lease  further  provided 
that  it  should  be  allowed  to  the  "lessor,  his  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  and  to  any  person 
staying  in  his  house  to  whom  he  may  give  leave 
to  fish  with  his  rod  in  the  said  waters  without  let 
or  hindrance."  The  lease  also  contained  a  proviso 
for  re-entry  by  the  lessor  in  case  of  breach  or  non- 


performance  by  the  lessee  of  any  of  the  covenants 
or  agreements  therein  contained.  It  appeared  that 
Mr.  Grove  had  agi-eed  to  grant  to  a  Mr.  Bryant  a 
licence  and  authority  to  fish  in  that  portion  of  the 
Eiver  Test  comprised  in  the  lease  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  like  periods  as  in  the  lease  was  provided 
(but  so  that  not  more  than  two  rods  should  be  used 
at  any  time)  for  the  whole  residue  then  unexpired 
of  the  term  granted  by  the  lease.  Mr.  Portal 
objected  to  this,  on  the  ground  that  it  constituted 
a  breach  of  the  covenant  by  Mr.  Grove  not  to 
assign  or  underlet,  and  he  threatened  to  treat 
Mr.  Bryant  as  a  trespasser.  In  consequence  of 
this  the  summons  was  taken  out  by  Mr.  Grove  to 
have  his  rights  under  the  lease  determined. 

Mr.  Younger,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Cassel  were  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Hughes,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Methold 
for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce,  in  giving  judgment,  said  that 
if  the  meaning  of  the  licence  proposed  to  be  granted 
by  Mr.  Grove  was  that  only  two  rods  were  to  be 
used  altogether,  and  that  Mr.  Grove  was  to  be 
excluded  from  fishing  at  all,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  other  rods  on  the  stream,  he  thought  it  might 
be  arguable  that  the  grant  of  such  a  licence  would 
come  within  the  terms  of  that  covenant  as  a 
"  procuring  the  premises  to  be  transferred "  to 
Mr.  Bryant.    His  lordship  thought  also  that  if 
the  covenant  not  to  assign  had  extended  not  merely 
to  the  said  premises,  but  also  to  "  any  part  thereof," 
the  case  would  have  been  arguable  for  the  defendant 
on   that   point.     But   Lord   Eldon's  dictum  in 
"  Church  V.  Brown  "  (15  Ves.,  258)  had  been  relied 
upon  by  the  plaintilT's  counsel.    In  that  case  Lord 
Eldon  said — "  How  does  that  history  of  the  law 
with  reference  to  this  subject  stand  ?    There  may 
be  a  covenant   for  almost   anything ;   and  this 
covenant  against  alienation  without  licence  is  as 
old  as  'Dumpor's  case'  (4  Co.,  119);   but  how 
does  the  fact  that  there  was  such  a  covenant  in 
that  case,  when  it  was  held  to  be  gone  by  alienation 
with  licence,  prove  that  this  is  a  usual,  general 
covenant  in  a  lease  ?    The  conclusion  is  rather  the 
other  way — that  this  is  a  special  and  particular 
covenant.  Consider  how  this  grows.  This  covenant, 
which  is  represented  to  be  usual,  would  not  prevent 
underletting.    Then  is  a  covenant  against  under- 
letting a  usual  covenant  and  is  it  proved  to  be  so 
by  the  authorities  that  it  is  not  restrained  by  the 
other  covenant  ?    Further,  if  the  landlord  has  a 
covenant  against  both  assigning  and  underletting, 
the  tenant  might,  by  an  agreement,  neither  assign- 
ing nor  underletting,  put  another  person  in  pos- 
session of  the  premises;   and  parting  with  the 
possession  in  that  manner  would  not  be  a  breach 
of  those  covenants.    Is  a  further  covenant,  there- 
fore, not  to  part  with  the  possession  of  the  premises 
to  be  given  as  a  usual  covenant  ?    That  would  not 
have  restrained  the  tenant  from  parting  with  a 
part  of  the  premises,  these  covenants  having  been 
always  construed  by  Courts  of  law  with  the  utmost 
jealousy  to  prevent  the  restraint  from  going  beyond 
the  express  stipulation."     The  covenant  against 
assigning,  therefore,  did  not  prevent  the  tenant 
from  underletting  unless  the  covenant  extended  to 
the  premises  "  or  any  part  thereof."  In  "Crusoe  v. 
Bugby  "  (2  Wm.  Bl.,  766)  the  judgment  was  in  these 
words  :  "  The  Courts  have  always  held  a  strict  hand 
over  these  conditions  for  defeating  leases.  Very 
easy  modes  have  always  been  countenanced  for 
putting  an  end  to  them.    The  lessor,  if  he  pleased, 
might  certainly  have  provided  against  change  of 
occupancy  as  well  as  against  an  assignment,  but  he 
has  not  done  so  by  words  which  admit  of  no  other 
meaning  ;  '  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  '  are  mere 
words  of  assignment ;  '  otherwise  do  or  put  away  ' 
signify  any  other  mode   of   getting  rid   of  the 
premises  entirely."   That  case  was  mentioned  with 
approval  by   Sir  W.  Grant   in  "  Greenaway  v. 
Adams"  (12  Ves.,  400),  where  lie  said,  "  I  have  no 
doubt  upon  the  construction  of  this  covenant.  This 
.is  not  like  '  Crusoe  v.  Bugby,'  where  all  the  words 
of  the  covenant  could  have  distinct  effect  and 
operation,  without  referring  at  all  to  an  underlease  ; 
and  it  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  lessor,  as 
he  did  not  choose  that  .the  tenant  should  assign, 
therefore    intended    to    restrain  underletting." 
Further,  looking  at  the  particular  nature  of  the 
property  demised  in  this  case,  his  Lordship  doubted 
whether  the  granting  of  a  licence  to  Mr.  Bryant 
was  a  transfer  "  of  any  part  of  the  premises."  But 
he  did  not  decide  the  case  upon  that  ground,  but 
upon  the  dictum  of  Lord  Eldon.    He  accordingly 
held  that  the  granting  of  the  proposed  licence  was 
not  a  breach  of  the  covenant. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

ME.  P.  D.  MALLOCH'S  SHOOTING 
AND  FISHING  AGENCY  LIST. 


All  who  have  not  yet  taken  their  shootings  and 
fishings  in  Scotland  will  find  this  list  invaluable  as 
it  contains  particulars  of — 

Deer  Forests  to  Let. 

Grouse  Mooes  to  Let. 

Low  Ground  Shootings  to  Let. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishings  to  Let,  with  and 
without  Mansion-Houses. 

Mansion-Houses,  Lodges,  and  Country  Resi- 
dences. 

Estates  for  Sale. 

Here  is  a  description  which  makes  pleasant 
reading  : — ■ 

No.  738— SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

DEER    STALKING,    GROUSE    AND     MIXED  SHOOTING, 
SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  FISHING,  WITH  LODGE. 

_  The  house  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  side  of  a 
river,  and  is  surrounded  by  extensive  policies  and 
charming  walks.  The  district  is  considered  one  of 
the  healthiest  in  Scotland.  The  house  is  newly 
and  splendidly  furnished  (including  plate  and  linen), 
and  contains  three  public  rooms,  billiard  room, 
nine  family  bedrooms,  with  two  dressing-rooms, 
and  six  servants'  bedrooms.  Stables,  coach-house, 
and  kennels,  with  accommodation  for  keeper  and 
coachman. 

The  shooting,  which  surrounds  the  house,  extends 
to  about  6,300  acres,  and  Is  easily  walked.  The 
probable  bag  would  include  100  brace  grouse,  10  to 
15  brace  blackgame,  40  brace  partridges,  20  brace 
pheasants,  20  to  30  wild  duck,  100  to  150  snipe,  a 
few  hares,  about  500  rabbits,  and  about  20  wood- 
cock. Stags  are  limited  to  4,  hinds  to  4,  roedeer 
to  4  bucks,  and  fallow  deer  to  4  bucks  and  4  does. 
There  is  good  salmon  fishing  for  about  two  miles 
on  both  sides  of  a  river,  and  good  sea  and  brown 
trout  fishing  in  several  lochs.  Railway  station 
eight  miles  distant. 

How  curious  to  find  a  butcher  called  a  flesher  in 
Scotland,  and  a  reception  room  a  public  room  1 


SALMON  ANGLING  AT  GAL  WAY. 


The  angling  of  the  Galway  fishery,  annually  let 
for  some  years  past  to  a  club,  will,  we  are  informed 
by  Mr.  W.  N.  Milne,  the  superintendent,  be 
privately  let  for  the  season  1902,  by  single  rods  to 
approved  applicants. 

The  angling  rules  and  conditions  will  be  based 
on  those  formerly  in  force  with  the  club.  In  order, 
however,  to  give  increased  fishing  ground  to  each 
angler  the  rods  will  be  lessened  in  number.  Nine 
rods  were  always  let  to  the  club,  whilst  two  were 
reserved  by  the  fishery,  and  all  have  been  efficiently 
used  in  good  water.  For  the  next  season  these 
nine  rods  will  under  certain  conditions*  given  in 
Rule  I.  be  reduced  to  seven,  and  in  any  case  the  two 
reserved  fishery  rods  will  be  reduced  to  one.  There 
will  be  thus  a  certain  diminution  of  one  rod  on  the 
river,  and  a  possible  diminution  of  three,  or  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  old  number.  As  regards 
anglers'  proportion  of  fish  caught,  this  will  be  the 
same  as  formerly — namely,  one-third.  As  regards 
the  day  terms,  these,  whilst  sharing  in  the 
advantages  of  the  diminished  competition  of  rods, 
will  with  few  exceptions  be  also  the  same.  The 
February  terms  have  been  lowered,  and  those  of 
June  and  the  latter  half  of  July  have  been  to  a  like 
extent  raised,  whilst  all  others  are  as  before. 

The  rules  as  regards  "  general  rights  of  angling," 
"  special  angling  grounds,"  "  special  modes,  times, 
and  places  of  angling,"  etc.,  are  practically  unal- 
tered. The  terms  of  letting  will,  however,  now 
cover  all  costs  formerly  paid  by  the  club,  such  as 
anglers'  common  room,  gate  service,  and  fish  con- 
veyance to  office,  expenses  for  maintenance  of  walks, 
etc.,  and  the  "  protection  of  the  angling  grounds 
from  poachers  and  intruders  by  day  and  by  night," 
formerly  aided  by  the  club,  will  be  now  the  exclusive 
care  of  the  fishery. 

The  Galway  Fishery  extends  from  Lough  Corrib 
— one  of  the  most  extensive  of  the  Irish  loughs — to 
the  sea,  but  its  chief  angling  grounds  are  below  the 
weirs,  within  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  These  angling  gronnds  are 
near  the  town,  but  in  consequence  of  their  closeness 

*  These  conditions  were  fulfilled  in  19(10  and  1901,  and  the  nine 
wis  were  reduced  to  seven, 
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to  the  sea  they  are  daily  supplied  with  fresh-run 
fish  in  the  finest  condition  for  sport  and  food,  and 
no  upper  waters  distant  from  the  sea  could  rival 
them  in  these  respects. 

From  this  proximity  to  the  sea,  and  the  regulat- 
ing weir  across  the  river,  arises  the  wonderful 
concentration  of  salmon  above  the  bridge  on  their 
way  to  the  upper  waters— a  spectacle  with  which 
most  travellers  in  the  West  of  Ireland  are  familiar. 
From  these  causes,  too,  the  catch  of  salmon  and 
grilse  on  the  Galway  river  has  always  been 
remarkable  as  compared  with  that  on  any  similar 
piece  of  water  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  spring 
salmon,  though  fewer  in  number,  are  the  finest  fish, 
and  the  water  can  be  depended  on  for  good  sport. 
In  1899  the  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  spring  by 
the  rod  were  351b.,  281b.,  and  271b.,  whilst  the 
average  was  about  141b.  The  summer  and  autumn 
rini  consists  chiefly  of  grilse,  but  with  many  salmon 
intermixed,  and  with  a  fair  supply  of  water  the 
numbers  caught  are  always  very  large.  In  1899 
the  largest  day's  catches  with  one  rod  were  21, 
15,  and  13,  and  catches  of  7,  8,  and  9  a  day 
were  not  infrequent.  In  40  instances  7  fish 
and  upwards  were  caught  by  one  rod  in  a  day. 
The  largest  week's  catch  in  June  was  132,  in  July 
107,  in  August  91,  and  in  September  112.  The 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  Galway  river  in 
1899,  as  in  most  other  rivers  in  the  Kingdom,  was 
much  below  the  average,  but  the  rods  were  in 
active  use,  and  the  total  catch  for  the  whole  season 
was  1724.  It  is  not  suggested  that  such  numbers 
as  these  can  be  counted  on,  but  the  highest  week's 
catch  in  June  given  above  has  often  been  exceeded. 
Much,  almost  everything,  depends  on  the  state  of 
the  water.  The  lowest  catch  for  the  past  thirty 
years,  with  an  exceptional  failure  of  the  water,  was 
214,  and  most  of  these  were  large  fish  caught  in 
the  spring. 

Besides  salmon  the'  river  contains  a  good  supply 
of  the  brown,  tideway,  and  sea-trout  (white  trout), 
all  of  which  would  be  free  to  the  salmon  angler 
and  his  friends.  The  Galway  district  is  a  remark- 
ably healthy  one.  The  catchment  basin  of  the 
fishery  presents  a  combination  of  sea,  lake,  and 
wild  mountain  scenery,  exposed  to  the  pure  breezes 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  full  of  interest  to  the  sportsman 
and  traveller.  Galway  Bay  abounds  with  fish  of 
many  kinds  and  its  shores  are  frequented  by  seals. 
Lough  Corrib  is  famous  for  its  trout,  some  over 
201b.  in  weight,  and  also  for  its  enormous  pike  and 
other  coarse  fish.  Its  bogs  and  islands  are  the 
homes  of  large  quantities  of  wild  fowl,  and  otters 
are  often  caught  in  the  river.  Its  shores  and 
mountains  afford  good  rough  shooting,  grouse, 
partridge,  woodcock,  rabbits,  etc.  For  change  of 
fishing  there  is  the  well-known  Ballynahinch  salmon 
and  trout  fishery,  beautifully  situated  about  forty 
miles  by  train  from  Galway  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  Connemara  mountains,  and  now  provided  with 
the  large  new  railway  hotel  at  Recess.  Various 
other  trout  and  salmon  streams,  having  good 
anglers'  accommodation,  as  at  Cashel,  Doohulla, 
etc.,  flow  down  southwards  from  these  mountains 
to  the  sea.  The  whole  wild,  mountainous  district 
to  the  west  and  north  of  Lough  Corrib,  consisting 
of  granitic  and  other  primitive  rocks,  with  a  specific 
development  of  plants  and  animals,  is  full  of  interest 
to  the  naturalist,  and  abounds  in  historic  and  pre- 
historic antiquities. 

The  Galway  Fishery  is  about  fourteen  hours 
distant  from  London  by  mail  and  express  trains 
and  boats.  Galway,  the  "Ancient  Citie  of  the 
Tribes,"  is  an  assize  town  with  county  club,  hotels, 
lodging-houses,  and  at  the  neighbouring  seaside 
resort  of  Salt  Hill,  about  one  and  a  half  mile  from 
the  angling  grounds,  a  limited  number  of  private 
houses  are  let  furnished  during  the  summer  season. 


SNOWED  AND  FEOZEN  UP. 

Under  this  title  "  G.  M."  sends  us  six  sheets 
continuing  his  description  of  the  "cold  snap,"  as 
he  calls  it.  He  evidently  thinks  it  is  a  little  gold 
mine,  but  it  is  all  summed  up  in  the  title. 


A  Big  Fish  on  a  "  Castleconnbll  "  Rod. — 
According  to  the  Co/je  Times  of  Jan.  20,  Captain 
Overbeek,  of  the  Censor's  Department,  fishing  on 
Friday  night  off  the  rocks  at  Kalk  Bay  (South 
Africa)  with  a  "  Castleconnell  "  rod,  in  company 
with  Messrs.  Findlay  and  Steytler.  caught  a  skate 
weighing  1101b.  and  measuring  six  feet  from  nose 
to  tip,  and  four  feet  from  wing  to  wing. 
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FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 


(Continued  from  page  90.) 
CHAPTER  111.— continued. 

Fig.  32  represents  another  useful,  and  easily- 
made  little  tank  which  is  very  suitable  for  the 
cabinet  aquarium.  This  small  vessel  is  made 
entirely  of  glass,  of  which  there  are  five  pieces, 
fastened  together  with  marine  glue.     The  two 


Cheaply-made  All-glass  Aquarium  for  Insects. 


sides  and  the  ends  are  stuck  to  the  bottom  at  the 
distance  of  about  Jin.  from  its  edge  all  round. 
The  former  are  ^in.  shorter  than  the  bottom,  and 
the  latter  are  nearly  if  not  quite  as  broad.  The 
sides  are  put  in  their  places  first,  and  when  they 
are  firm  the  ends  are  glued  to  the  extremities  of 
the  sides.  The  gluing  is  done  by  holding  a  piece 
of  glue  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  attached  to  the 
point  of  an  awl,  in  the  flame  of  a  candle  until  it 
begins  to  burn  and  melt,  when  it  should  be  gently 
drawn  along  a  mark  which  has  been  made  on  the 
glass  until  th6  glue  at  the  end  of  the  awl  is  used. 
The  glue  shoiild  be  placed  on  the  glass  quite  evenly 
to  the  depth  of  about  sin.,  and  the  same  in  breadth. 
When  a  line  of  glue  is  completed,  the  edge  of  the 
piece  of  glass  which  is  to  be  fastened  by  it  should 
be  gently  heated,  and  then  pressed  carefully  into 
the  glue.  In  a  minute  or  two  the  glass  will  be 
quite  firm.  The  gluing  should  be  executed  neatly, 
for  any  trimming  that  is  required  to  be  done  after 
the  aquarium  has  been  put  together  tends  to 
weaken  it.  As  soon  as  the  little  tank  is  finished,  it 
may  be  filled  with  water,  and  if  the  work  has  been 
done  with  care  there  will  be  no  leaking.  Should 
the  vessel,  however,  be  not  quite  watertight,  it 
may  be  easily  made  so  by  an  additional  piece  of 
glue,  or  by  running  a  little  of  the  pitch-cement 
previously  recommended  over  the  weak  spot,  and 
to  make  matters  safer,  over  every  joint.  Such  an 
aquarium  as  the  one  just  described  is  very  useful 
for  small  aquatic  animals ;  but  it  should  not  be 
constructed  of  greater  dimensions  than  the  fol- 
lowing— namely,  9in.  long,  2in.  wide,  and  2in.  deep. 
I  have  made  tanks  of  this  kind  as  large  as  1ft.  long, 
6in.  deep,  and  ;6in.  wide  ;  but  I  find  that  they  are 
liable  to  give  a  little  when  the  weather  or  the  room 
in  which  they  are  placed  is  too  hot.  Though  the 
joints  open  sometimes  under  these  circumstances 
as  much  as  iin.,  the  glue  and  pitch  together  be- 
come so  elastic  that  the  water  is  rarely  allowed  to 
escape. 

The  large  bottles,  which  have  been  already  referred 
to  as  suitable  for  the  cabinet  aquarium,  can  be  cut 
in  half  by  saturating  a  piece  of  thick  worsted  in 
parafiin,  and  tying  it  evenly  round  the  bottle  at  the 
proper  place  and  then  setting  it  on  fire.  As  the 
worsted  burns  the  glass  will  crack  in  the  direction 
of  the  flame  The  rough  edges  of  the  shortened 
bottles  may  be  rubbed  oft'  by  using  a  piece  of  the 
stone  with  which  scythes  are  sharpened. 

Among  other  things,  clear,  thin,  plain  glass 
tumblers  are  very  convenient  vessels  for  the  upper 
shelves  of  the  cabinet  aquarium ;  but  the  habits 
and  wants  of  the  various  animals  and  plants  should 
be  considered  before  they  are  placed  in  any  of  the 
many  difi'erent  articles  which  maybe  converted  into 
aquaria. 

Every  tank  of  the  cabinet  aquarium  ought  to  be 
provided  with  a  well-fitting  glass  cover,  for  the 
purpose  not  only  of  preventing  the  escape  of  its 
inmates,  but  also  of  excludmg  the  dust  and  of 
lessening,  as  far  as  possible,  evaporation  ,  and  it  is 
wise  to  gum  a  strip  of  white  paper  along  the  bottom 
of  th^  front  of  each  aquarium  in  order  that  a  record 
may  be  kept  of  the  times  when  and  the  places  where 
its  contents  were  obtained,  and  any  other  circum- 
stance of  interest  in  connection  with  them. 


When  the  stand  of  the  cabinet  aquarium  is  com- 
pleted, and  all  its  shelves  are  judiciously  filled  with 
vessels,  some  clean  and  fine  river-sand  or  well- 
washed  bird-sand  should  be  prepared  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  the  bottoms  of  the  difiierent  aquaria. 
But  those  tanks  which  are  intended  to  contain 
interesting  aquatic  plants  rather  than  animals 
ought  to  be  especially  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  such  subjects  by  the  placing  of  mud,  loam,  or 
anything  else  they  may  require,  beneath  a  layer  of 
the  gravel.  The  aquaria,  however,  which  are  to 
receive  various  animals  will  need  for  the  covering 
of  their  bottoms  only  fine  gravel  or  sand, 
for  in  such  foundations  the  very  useful 
American  weed  (A>iacharis  alsinastrum) 
will  readily  grow,  and  provide  all  that  is 
required  of  vegetation  in  the  tank.  The 
most  convenient  way  of  planting  the 
Anacharis  in  the  small  vessels  of  the 
cabinet  aquarium  is  to  attach  to  each 
spray  a  small  piece  of  lead  and  drop  it  in 
the  water.  The  spray  thus  weighted  will 
sink  rapidly  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 
and  assume  there  its  proper  position. 
By  the  help  of  a  penholder,  or  a  small 
stick,  the  lead  may  be  easily  pushed  beneath 
the  gravel,  and  thus  hidden  from  sight.  The 
Anacharis,  or  any  other  suitable  weed,  thus 
treated  can  be  easily  placed  in  or  removed 
from  any  aquarium  without  either  trouble  or 
disturbance.  When  this  method  of  planting  is 
adopted  it  is  advisable  to  fill  the  vessel  with  water 
before  the  introduction  of  the  weed.  As  a  rule, 
the  difi'erent  tanks  of  the  cabinet  aquarium  should 
be  supplied  with  water  and  stocked  with  weed 
before  the  animals  which  they  are  to  contain  are 
bought  or  sought  for. 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with  many  new 
illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the  Fi^hinq  Gazette  by  arransre- 
luent  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
Collecting  Equipment. 

Of  course,  it  adds  greatly  to  the  interest  of  cabinet 
or  other  aquaria  if  the  various  specimens  can  be 
obtained  personally  from  their  native  waters.  Fish 
generally  should  be  carried  from  place  to  place 
in  well-constructed  bait-cans  ;  and  it  is  wise,  if 
possible,  for  this  pm-pose  to  procure  a  can  which 
has  a  mechanical  contrivance  for  aerating  the 
water  within  it.  In  such  a  can  fish  may  be  trans- 
ported great  distances  without  in  j  ury . 
If,  however,  a  can  without  such  a 
contrivance  is  used,  it  should  be  so 
made  that  the  water  does  not  readily 
splash  out  of  it,  and  the  splashing 
thus  confined  within  the  can  goes 
a  long  way  towards  aerating  the 
water  and  supplying  the  fish  with 
the  necessary  oxygen.  The  can 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  three- 
quarters  full  of  water.  Of  the  many 
very  useful  bait-cans  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  invented, 
two  may  be  referred  to  here — 
namely,  one  recommended  by  the 
late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  in  his 
"Natural  History  of  British  Fishes," 
and  the  other  patented  by  Mr.  Basil 

Field  and  manufactured  by  Mr.  H.   

Bowcombe,  2,  Victoria-road,  Hollo- 
waj'.  The  former  is  a  German 
invention,  and  though  Mr.  Buckland, 
while  speaking  highly  of  this  can,  says  that  he 
engaged  a  tinman  to  construct  it,  he  omits  to 
mention  that  workman's  name  and  address.  The 
latter  can  is  shown  In  Fig.  33.  The  perforated  zinc 
interior  (D)  is  lifted  whenever  a  fish  is  rec^uired,  and 
there  is  obviously  no  occasion  to  wet  the  hand  or 
warm  the  water  by  groping  in  it  for  the  fish.  In 
the  handle  (A)  is  a  small  pair  of  bellows  worked  by 
merely  pressing  the  knob  B.  The  air  passes  down 
the  small  tube  (C)  and  bubbles  up  at  the  bottom  of 
the  can.  AVhen  at  the  riverside,  the  perforated 
interior  can  be  sunk  in  the  water.  The  ordinary 
pike-fisher's  double  live-bait  kettle,  which  can  be 
got  at  any  tackle-maker's,  is  practically  the  same 
thing  minus  the  aerating  bellows. 

If  the  aquarium -keeper  is  unwilling  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  buying  a  bait-can,  he  may  easily  make 
one  for  himself  out  of  an  ordinary  oblong  tin  cofi'ee- 
canister.  This  is  done  by  soldering  the  lid  of  the 
canister  in  its  place,  cutting  a  new  opening  in  the 
side  of  the  tin,  and  covering  this  opening  with  a 
small  flap-lid.  A  handle  of  strong  and  rather  thick 
wire  is  fastened  on  each  side  of  the  aperture  by 
soldering  a  strip  of  tin  over  each  end  of  the  wire 


handle  after  about  lin.  of  it  has  been  bent  at  right 
angles.  The  lid  is  aflixed  by  bending  about  lin,  of 
its  end  over  a  piece  of  straight  wire  cut  to  such  a 
length  that  it  projects  a  short  distance  on  either 
side  of  the  lid.  When  the  lid  has  been  put  into  its 
place  it  is  fastened  there  by  soldering  a  strip  of  tin 
over  both  extremities  of  the  projecting  wire.  After 
this  can  has  been  painted  with  Brunswick-black, 
or  with  enamel,  very  few  would  be  able  to  see  that 
it  was  originally  a  cofi'ee-canister.  I  have  found 
such  a  contrivance  as  this  very  convenient,  and 
have  carried  fish  in  it  a  distance  of  more  than  200 
miles  by  rail. 

When  the  aquarium-keeper  intends,  during  his 
hunting  expeditions  for  specimens  for  his  aquaria, 
to  include  fish  among  his  other  captives,  it  is  a  good 
plan  for  him  to  set  out  provided  with  a  can  in 
which  he  has  placed  one  or  two  short,  wide- 
mouthed  bottles.  He  will  thus  be  able  to  sort  his 
prizes  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  conducive  botli  to 
their  safety  and  their  comfort.  He  ought,  however, 
to  prevent  all  movement  of  the  bottles  within  the 
can  by  cutting  a  piece  of  tin,  zinc,  or  wood  in  such 
a  way  that  it  will  fit  inside  the  can  and  go  over  the 
mouths  of  the  bottles.  If  the  holes,  which  are  cut 
in  whatever  material  is  chosen,  fit  the  top  of  the 
bottles  exactly,  the  latter  cannot  move  sufiiciently 
to  hurt  the  fish  or  anything  else  in  the  can.  The 
clear  glass  jars  which  have  a  lip  but  no  neck,  and 
which  are  sold  containing  jam,  are  excellent  vessels 
for  placing  within  the  bait-can,  and  also  upon  the 
shelves  of  the  cabinet  aquarium. 

Should  it  not  be  the  intention  to  catch  fish, 
however,  the  can  ought  to  be  left  behind,  and 
several  wide-mouthed  bottles  taken  in  its  place. 
These  may  be  very  conveniently  carried  by  placing, 
say,  three  of  them  side  by  side  in  a  narrow  and  light 
wooden  box  or  wicker  basket  made  for  the  purpose. 
Good  bottles  for  this  purpose  are  those  made  by 
Messrs.  Clark.  They  are  of  a  portable  size,  and  their 
tin  covers,  which  screw  on,  are  very  useful  for 
preventing  both  the  splashing  of  the  wat  r  into  the 
basket  or  box,  and  the  escape  of  the  inmates.  If 
the  receptacle  for  the  bottles  is  a  little  deeper  than 
they  are,  there  will  be  room  above  them  for  forceps, 
brush,  mackintosh,  magnifying-glass,  and  any  other 
small  appliance  which  the  aquarium-keeper  may 
require. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Fig.  33.  Patent  AiiRATiNG  Bait-can. 

EUSSIAN  EIVEES  AT  THE 
MEECY  OF  THE  FISH  POACHEE. 


OPENING  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES  EXHIBITION  IN 
ST.  PETERSBURG. 

On  Tuesday,  .Jan.  28,  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  opened  in  the  presence  of  their  Im- 
perial Highnesses  the  Grand  Duke  and  the  Grand 
Duchess  Sergius. 

At  present  about  one-third  of  the  exhibition 
only  can  be  considered  ready,  and,  I  regret  to  say, 
that  the  section  devoted  to  angling  implements  is 
likely  to  prove  of  much  less  interest  and  import- 
ance than  it  was  expected  to  be.  Russian  sports- 
men will  feel  greatly  disappointed  over  the  poor- 
ness of  this  section,  there  ie  no  doubt  as  to  that. 

Your  correspondent  has  been  asked  lately  how 
the  above  fact — namely,  the  paucity  of  exhibits  in 
the  angling  section — can  be  accounted  for.  It  is 
not  easy  to  give  a  thoroughly  reliable  answer,  but, 
most  likely,  this  lack  of  exhibitors  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  prevailing  impression  among 
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those  intei-ested  that  the  Imperial  Russian  Society 
of  Fisheries  and  Fishing  takes  no  interest  whatever 
in  angling  and  the  anglers'  interests,  giving  all  its 
time  and  thought  to  professional  fisheries  and  fish- 
breeding,  etc.  Now  there  is  no  denying  that  such  has 
been  the  jDolicy  of  the  above  society  for  a  good  many 
years,  but,  in  justice  to  it,  it  must  be  stated  that  these 
last  few  years  the  interests  of  anglers,  and  questions 
pertaining  to  angling,  have  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  unfortunately,  however,  it  is  not  such 
an  easy  matter  now  to  dispel  the  former  impres 
sion.    There  appears  to  be  every  reason  to  expect 
that  the  society  will  take  a  much  more  lively 
interest  in  angling  and  things  connected  with  it  in 
the  future  ;  it  would  be  xmreasonable  not  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  great  army  of  intelligent  anglers 
can  be  turned  to  very  good  account  as  a  staff  of 
most  efficient  and  disinterested  public  servants  in 
all  questions  pertaining  to  the  protection  of  fish, 
and  that  many  valuable  observations  of  fish  life 
have  been  made  public  by  anglers.    And,  by  the 
way,  fish  protection  (real,  efficient,  not  on  paper 
only)  is  what  this  country  needs  considerably  more 
than  artificial  impregnation  of  ova,  fish  breeding 
as  conducted  now,  etc.,  as  it  is  childish  to  try  to 
increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  our  inland  waters  as 
long  as  the  laws  protecting  fish  and  prohibiting 
certain   styles   of  fishing,  very   destructive  but 
widely  practised  in  this  country,  are  not  enforced 
stringently.    As  a  very  characteristic  example,  I 
will   quote   the   following:    It  is  prohibited  to 
import  into  Russia  the  drug  known  as  "  Kookol- 
van " — the  berries  of  the  tree  Cocculus  indicus. 
This  prohibition,  notwithstanding  "  drugging  "  fish 
with  bread  paste  into  which  powdered  "  Indian 
berries  "  (I  believe  this  is  the  English  name  of  this 
obnoxious  berry)  have  been  kneaded,  is  one  of  the 
most  widely  used  "styles"  of  fishing  in  many 
localities.     I  know  some  splendid  rivers  which 
used  to  abound  with  fish,  and  which  are  well  nigh 
barren  now,  thanks  to  the  peasants  "  drugging  " 
fish  with  Indian  berries.    If  the  importation  of 
this  drug  is  prohibited,  where  and  how  can  it  be 
bought  •?    I  have  put  this  question  to  myself  more 
than  once,  and  been  unable  to  answer  it.   It  would 
appear  that  one  must  be  a  rank  poacher  to  know 
"  where  and  how." 

A  detailed  report  on  the  angling  section,  and  on 
other  items  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  will  follow  "  at  the  earliest  opportunity  "  ; 
this  means  "  when  there  will  be  something  worth 
describing."  Baeon  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

St.  Petersburg. 


SPOET  ON  "THE  QUEEN  OF 
EIVEES." 


It  was  in  the  "  Sussex  Pad,"  a  quaint  old  inn  by 
the  banks  of  the  Adm:,  and  not  altogether  without 
reputation  as  an  ancient  smugglers'  haunt,  that  I 
met  "  Amazon  Jack."  He  was  a  bronzed  giant 
who  had  spent  many  years  in  South  America,  got 
half-blinded  in  a  blasting  operation  at  a  mine,  and 
had  come  back  to  his  old  home  at  Shoreham  to 
share  the  house  of  a  kind  brother-in-law  and  astonish 
the  rustics  and  cyclists  in  tap-room  or  parlour  with 
wonderful  stories  of  the  western  world.  There  was 
just  a  tinge  of  "  Longshoreman  Billy  "  about  Jack. 
He  had  saved  enough  to  make  him  partially  inde- 
pendent, he  was  always  willing  to  earn  a  shilling 
by  any  job  he  had  eyesight  enough  to  perform,  but 
he  never  lost  a  chance  to  "  yarn  "  a  bit  if  "  some 
bacca  to  chew  and  the  price  of  a  grog  "  was  likely 
to  reward  his  loquacity.  There  is  this  to  his  credit, 
however,  though  he  would  "throw the  hatchet "  con- 
siderably to  amuse  a  gaping  clown,  yet  when  he 
talked  to  an  artist,  a  naturalist,  or  one  evidently 
interested  in  facts,  he  always  gave  information 
which,  when  put  to  the  test,  was  found  to  be 
accurate,  and  which  he  conveyed  in  language 
of  such  picturesque  eloquence  that  I  try  in  vain  to 
reproduce. 

With  a  few  fish  from  the  Adur  I  called  in  at  the 
Pad  to  quench  a  "  lovely  thirst  "  and  rest  awhile. 
I  uttered  to  the  host  a  few  words  of  sympathy  with 
myself  over  the  smallness  of  my  catch,  and  then 
addressed  to  the  room  generally  a  remark  on  the 
beauty  of  the  sunset  which  was  tingeing  Chancle- 
bury  Ring  and  all  the  downs  with  gold  and  crimson. 
A  full,  rich  voice  from  a  corner  cried,  "  Ah  !  you 
should  get  out  there  beyond  that  settin'  sun  if 
you  want  sport  1  "  and  soon  "  Amazon  Jack,"  with 
pipe  in  hand,  some  remnants  of  old  fire  in  his  half 


blind  eyes,  and  remarkably  expressive  gestures  with 
his  horny  hands,  was  descanting  on  the  wonders  of 
"  The  Queen  of  South  American  Rivers."  It  was 
his  love,  often  spoken,  for  this  noble  river  which 
had  won  him  his  nickname. 

"  That  is  the  river  for  sport,"  he  went  on  to  say 
"  a  river  a  man  wouldn't  learn  much  about  if  he 
boated  on  it  and  fished  it  for  a  century.  Four 
thousand  miles  long,  nigh  a  hundred  miles  wide  at 
its  mouth,  and  navigable  for  over  half  its  length 
There's  a  river  for  you  I   Why,  Lord  love  you,  sir,' 
he  said,  looking  straight  at  me  to  challenge  further 
conversation,  "  you  can  taste  the  fresh  water  of  the 
Amazon  three  hundred  miles  out  at  sea,  so  you  can 
guess  it  ain't  no  little  mill  stream,  though  it  often 
races  along  as  fast  as  one." 

"And  you  have  fished  that  glorious  river?' 
asked. 

"  Fished  it  ?  Rather !  "  said  the  old  man,  "  and 
I'll  confess  sometimes  in  what  you'd  call  a  very 
unsportsmanlike  matmer.  I've  lived  with  the 
Indians  on  its  banks,  and  their  idea  was  to  get 
grub  rather  than  to  have  sport.  If  you  go  to  Rome 
you  must  do  as  Rome  does,  and,  besides,  many  a  day 
I  should  have  had  no  dinner  beyond  tightening  my 
belt  if  I  hadn't  shot  a  fish  or  got  one  out  of  the 
water  somehow." 

"  Shot  a  fish  1  " 

These  words  were  uttered  in  a  chorus  of  surprise, 
not  to  say  incredulity. 

"Yes,"  said  Jack.  "  I  learned  to  shoot  fish  ; 
not  with  a  rifle  or  a  fowling-piece,  but  with  a  bow 
and  arrow.  And  it  wanted  a  bit  of  learning  I  can 
tell  you.  Put  a  coin  at  the  bottom  of  a  tub  of 
water  and  then  make  a  dig  at  it  with  your  walking 
stick.  You'll  find  it  difficult  to  touch  it  at  first, 
as  the  stick  will  look  bent  directly  it  gets  in  the 
water.  It  took  me  a  long  while  to  learn  to  hit  a 
fish  by  aiming  not  where  it  seemed  to  be  but  where 
it  was,  after  making  allowance  for  what  is  called 
refraction." 

"  But  wouldn't  the  fish  swim  away  or  sink  with 
the  arrow  ?  "  asked  an  interested  listener. 

"  Of  course  it  would,"  replied  Jack,  "  but  the 
arrow  was  built  on  the  lines  of  a  whale-harpoon,  and 
when  it  struck  the  fish  I  hauled  in  a  line  attached 
a  line  made  from  the  fibres  of  pine-apple  leaves, 
and  strong  enough  for  Jack  Ketch  to  use." 

"  Well,"  I  remarked,  "  such  a  method  of  fishing 
is  singular,  but  I  don't  quite  call  it  unsportsmanlike. 
It  requires  a  lot  of  skill." 

"  Oh  1  shooting  fish  is  all  right,"  said  Jack,  "  and 
so  is  shooting  turtles,  and  I've  shot  hundreds,  but 
I  suppose  an  angler  like  you  wouldn't  quite  approve 
of  taiing  fish  with  poison  '?  " 
"  Poison  1    No,  indeed." 

"  Well,  many  a  thousand  fine  fish  I've  seen  taken 
that  way,"  said  Jack.  "  The  Indians  take  the 
stalks  of  a  plant  they  call  '  timbo.'  They  beat 
these  stalks  with  a  stone  until  a  thick  white  juice 
comes  out,  and  then  they  are  laid  in  the  water. 
In  less  than  an  hour  all  the  water  for  an  acre  or 
two  is  covered  with  fish  with  gills  wide  open,  all 
drunk  and  stupefied.  Strange  to  say  the  stufif 
which  poisons  the  fish  don't  hurt  the  Indians,  nor 
yet  it  didn't  hurt  me,  for  I've  eaten  hundreds  offish 
taken  by  this  method." 

I  had  to  stand  the  old  chap  a  drink  to  show  him 
I  forgave  his  participation  in  nefarious  practices, 
and  then  I  lured  him  on  to  tell  many  good  stories 
of  hunts  after  turtle  eggs,  and  captures  of  turtles 
enough  to  keep  the  cooks  of  Guildhall  going  for 
years. 

'  But  the  best  fun  I  had  on  the  Amazon  was 
with  the  alligators,"  said  the  old  traveller.  "The 
river  swarms  with  them — monsters  that  could  snap 
your  legs  off  as  short  as  a  carrot.  I've  seen  the 
water  as  thick  with  'em  as  a  Sussex  ditch  is  with 
tadpoles.  Yet  the  Indian  children  were  dabbling 
in  the  water  a  few  yards  off  while  their  mothers  sat 
unconcerned  on  the  bank.  You  see  '  familiarity 
breeds  contempt,'  as  the  saying  is." 

"  Amazon  Jack,"  unless  his  rubicund  face  did 
him  an  injustice,  was  pretty  familiar  with  strong 
waters,  yet  he  showed  no  contempt  for  whisky 
and  water  (much  whisky,  little  water)  which  I 
placed  before  him. 

"Ahl  that's yom:  sort,"  saidhe.  "  I  was  precious 
glad  of  a  drop  of  good  stuff  like  that  after  I  got 
away  from  a  jaguar.  The  beast  left  his  mark  on 
me.  See?"  and  rolling  up  his  shirt-sleeve  he 
showed  a  deep  scar  running  from  shoulder  to  wrist. 
"  That  was  a  fishing  adventure,"  he  added.  "  I 
happened  to  disturb  a  gentleman  fishing — the 
jaguar  in  question." 


"  A  jaguar  is  a  sort  of  tiger,"  I  remarked.  "  Do 
they  fish  ?  " 

"  Lor'  love  yer,  yes !  and  clever  at  it,  too.  A 
jaguar  will  crouch  still  as  death  on  the  limb  of  a 
tree  overhanging  the  water.  Swish  goes  its  tail  in 
the  water,  the  fish  hears  the  noise  and  thinks  some 
forest  fruit  has  fallen,  and  they  go  for  it,  when 
dab  !  goes  the  tiger's  paw  in  the  water  and  up  comes 
an  enormous  fish.  I  blundered  up  against  a  tree 
where  one  of  these  jolly  anglers  was  at  work.  He 
missed  his  fish  and  turned  on  me,  and  if  I  hadn't 
had  a  pal  that  day,  whose  nerve  was  steady  and 
whose  aim  was  sure,  well  1  I  should  never  have 
drunk  your  health  in  this  'ere  whisky,"  and  down 
went  a  good  gulp  of  it. 

"  Can  you  tell  me  what  fish  you  caught  on  the 
Amazon  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Why,  bless  yer !  they're  too  numerous  to 
mention.  I'll  tell  yer  one  I  never  did  catch  or 
even  see,  though  I  heard  the  Indians  talk  a  lot 
about  it.  This  was  the  '  bouto.'  I  got  an  Indian 
chap  to  figure  me  out  that  fish  with  a  bit  of  char- 
coal one  day,  and  he  drew  something  in  the  shape 
of  a  dolphin.  But  according  to  the  artist,  who  was 
own  cousin  to  Ananias,  the  fish  did  not  always  keep 
that  shape.  Sometimes  it  would  take  on  the  form 
of  a  lovely  woman,  and  with  waving  hair  hanging 
down  to  her  heels,  this  fascinating  female  would 
pace  through  a  village  on  the  Amazon's  banks  and 
try  and  lure  away  some  young  man.  If  any  young 
Indian  was  fool  enough  to  follow  her  to  the  river's 
bank  she'd  catch  him  round  the  waist  and  plunge 
with  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  water." 

There  was  a  loud  shout  of  laughter  at  this  fish 
story.  Few  of  the  rustics  who  heard  it  recognised 
in  the  legend  the  counterpart  of  the  story  of  the 
water-nymph  of  the  Rhine.  Not  wishing  to  hear 
an  anti-climax  to  this  poetical  legend  I  bade  good- 
night to  "  Amazon  Jack."  Felix  Penne. 


"BILL  FOE  THE  BETTEE  PEO- 
TECTION    OF    FISH  IN 
SCOTLAND." 

It  is  not  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  legislation 
that  Scotland  is  this  year  promised  by  the  Govern- 
ment, says  The  Scotsman,  but  here  is  an  old  friend 
with  a  new  name  and  a  new  feature  which  has 
been  introduced  and  printed,  and  which  may  and 
ought  to  be  carried  into  law  this  session.  The 
country  would  have  one  small  boon  to  be  thankful 
for  if  this  "  Bill  for  the  Better  Protection  of  Fresh- 
water Fish  in  Scotland "  became  an  Act ;  and  it 
may  be  hoped  it  will  be  carried  this  year  in  spite 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  and  his  Nationalist  abettors. 
This  is  the  equivalent  and  something  more  of 
the  measure  known  hitherto  as  the  Troiit  Close 
Time  Bill,  first  introduced  in  Parliament,  if  wo 
remember  rightly,   by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  in 
1896,  and  which  has  made  its  appearance  se-\'eral 
times   since  then,  only  to   sink   out   of  sight 
on  each  occasion,  perishing   either   by  obstruc- 
tion or  neglect.    Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  first  Bill 
passed  its  second  reading  with  the  approval  of  the 
Government,  but  its  further  course  was  obstructed 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  who  constituted  himself  member  for 
the  poachers   and   fish-destroyers  of  Tweedside. 
Sir  Herbert,  to  whom  the  country  and  anglers 
in   particular  owe  thanks  for  his  efforts,  tried 
again    next    year,    but    again  without  success. 
It  became  apparent  that  if  the  Bill  was  to  pass 
the  Government  must  either  give  it  special  facilities 
or  take  it  up  themselves  and  carry  it  through. 
They  did  take  it  up.    Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
brought  in  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  1899, 
and  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  it  did  not  become 
law.     But  the  Government  had  too  many  im- 
portant measures  to  carry  through  Parliament  to 
take  the  trouble  and  find  the  time  necessary  to 
carry  this  Bill   against   the  opposition   of  the 
poachers'  friends,  aided  by  Irish  obstructives.  It 
t  could  get  through  as  an  unopposed  Bill,  well 
and  good ;  if  not  no  sacrifices  could  be  made  to 
carry  it.  It  will  never  get  through  as  an  unopposed 
Bill ;  and  now  that  it  has  been  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  it  may, 
we  trust,  be  assumed  that  Mr.  Graham  Murray 
means  business,  and  will  use  all  the  influence  he 
has  with  the  leader  of  the  House  to  get  such  a 
place  for  it  as  will  ensure  its  being  carried.  There 
will,  of  course,  be  the  usual  opposition,  but  it  will 
come  from  a  small  section  of  the  House,  and  it 
will  be  little  short  of  a  scandal  if  a  squad  of 
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obstructives  be  allowed  again  to  destroy  a  measure 
so  entirely  reasonable,  so  moderate,  and  likely  to 
be  so  beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  former  provisions  as  to  a  close  time  are 
reproduced.  There  is  to  be  a  close  time  for  trout 
in  all  the  rivers,  waters,  and  lochs  of  Scotland  from 
Oct.  15  to  Feb.  28.  Anyone  found  during  that 
period  fishing  for  trout,  having  them  in  his 
possession,  or  exposing  them  for  sale,  will  be  liable 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  each  offence. 
The  Bill  does  not  apply  to  stews  and  artificial 
hatcheries.  The  new  feature  of  the  Bill,  which 
provides  a  new  and  strong  reason  for  having  it 
placed  on  the  Statute  Book  without  delay,  is  a 
clause  for  the  prevention  of  the  destruction  of 
fish  by  dynamite  or  other  explosives.  The  need 
for  legislation  with  this  object  was  shown  by  a 
case  recently  reported  and  commented  on  in 
these  columns.  In  December  last  certain 
miners  were  tried  for  exploding  a  charge  of 
gelatine  in  a  Lanarkshire  stream  with  intent  to 
kill  the  fish,  but  the  High  Court  held  that 
the  Act  of  1860  did  not  apply  to  explosives. 
England  enjoys  the  needful  legislation.  Scotland 
does  not.  Scottish  law  is  singularly  loose  in 
respect  to  the  destruction  of  trout.  It  allows 
them  to  be  caught  all  the  year  round,  and  it 
allows  them  to  be  massacred  by  scoundrels  with 
dynamite  or  gelatine.  The  perpetrators  of  these 
explosive  atrocities  have  now  learned  that  they 
can  go  about  their  rascally  business  with  an 
impunity  which  they  were  probably  not  aware  of 
before  the  recent  decision  ;  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
deserves  credit  for  the  active  vigilance  which  has 
so  promptly  provided  a  remedy  for  this  defect  in 
the  law.  He  must  not  be  satisfied  with  bring- 
ing in  his  Bill.  He  can  now,  in  view  of  the 
High  Court's  judgment,  plead  urgency ;  for  it 
appears  that  there  is  at  present  no  statute  law  to 
prevent  the  wholesale  destruction  of  our  fresh- 
water fish  by  imeans  of  explosives.  It  is  pre- 
sumably the  introduction  of  this  new  clause,  which 
applies  to  all  fish  and  not  to  trout  only,  that  has 
led  to  the  change  in  the  title  of  the  Bill.  The  new 
provision  is  perhaps  more  urgent  than  the  close 
time,  though  that,  too,  is  of  immense  importance. 
The  explosives  clause  should  give  the  impulse 
necessary  to  carry  the  Bill,  and  there  will  be  a 
certain  humorous  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  the 
malefactors  who  slaughter  our  fish  by  means  of 
explosives  have  not  only  been  brought  within  the 
grasp  of  the  law,  but  have  been  the  means  of 
giving  us  at  last  a  close  time  for  trout. 


THE  PHANTOM  MINNOW  FOE 
SALMON  IN  SCOTLAND. 

By  Colonel  Leixh  Hay. 

It  may  interest  some  of  your  readers  if  I  give  a 
brief  account  of  my  experience  of  fishing  for  salmon 
with  the  Phantom  Minnow,  which  I  have  found  a 
very  deadly  lure. 

There  are  several  kinds  of  Phantom  Minnows, 
the  one  I  use  is  the  blue  or  brown  indiarubber 
Phantom  Minnow  with  a  hole  in  the  centre  to 
admit  of  shot ;  the  advantage  of  this,  kind  is  that 
the  angler  can  weight  his  minnow  to  whatever 
weight  is  desirable  in  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  is  being  used. 

A  good  many  years'  experience  has  taught  me  that 
the  heavier  the  minnow  the  more  successful.  This  I 
attribute  to  the  fact  that  the  rivers  are  over-fished ; 
there  are,  perhaps,  at  the  time  I  v^rite,  twenty  to 
one,  if  not  more,  rods  on  the  pools  than  there  were 
thirty-five  years  ago,  and  from  the  time  the  salmon 
leaves  the  sea  until  he  is  captured  or  reaches  the 
spawning  beds  he  sees  fifty  different  lures  daily 
during  the  season  pass  over  him  to  five  he  did  in 
former  days. 

Hence,  like  an  over-fished  trout  stream,  the  fish 
are  becoming  shy,  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
they  are  not  taking  the  fly  in  the  way  they  did 
years  ago.  "Familiarity  breeds  contempt,"  and 
the  nearer  you  can  get  the  lure  to  the  fish  the 
more  chance  there  is  of  success. 
'  You  lose  more  minnows  heavily  weighted  than 
with  a  light  one,  but  you  kill  more  fish. 

The  one  secret  against  loss  with  a  heavy  minnow 
is  to  keep  the  minnow  moving. 

The  advent  of  the  "  Malloch  Spinning  Reel "  and 
minnow  rod  with  standing  rings  and  tube  at  the 
point  has  made  minnow  spinning  comparatively 
easy  compared  to  the  old  days  when  the  line  had 


to  be  coiled  on  the  bank  (not  always  practicable)  or 
held  in  loops  in  the  left  hand  when  constant 
entanglement  and  indifferent  casting  occurred. 

There  has  been,  and  is,  a  great  deal  of  nonsense 
talked  about  minnow  fishing  for  salmon  being 
unsportsmanlike,  mostly  by  those  who  cannot  do 
it  with  success.  I  admit  that  fly  fishing  is  the 
most  fascinating,  but  certainly  not  the  most 
difficult.  I  have  seen  a  man  who  never  had  had 
a  salmon  rod  in  his  hand  before  throw  his  line  and 
fly  into  a  stream  with  a  splash  that  would  have 
given  any  well  regulated  salmon  a  fit,  the  current 
extended  the  line  and  brought  the  fly  round,  and 
a  fish  took  it.  He  would  have  found  matters  some- 
what different  had  he  been  trying  to  spin  a  minnow 
for  the  first  time. 

As  far  as  being  unsportsmanlike,  I  fail  to  see  the 
difference  of  fishing  with  a  bunch  of  dyed  feathers, 
or  a  piece  of  painted  indiarubber  or  canvas,  and  as 
the  salmon  is  in  a  pool  to-day  and  away  to-morrow 
I  consider  it  perfectly  legitimate  sport  to  capture 
him  with  a  minnow  or  a  fly,  whichever  he  prefers. 

I  say  by  all  means  fish  the  pools  with  fly  first, 
and  if  he  won't  take  that  give  him  something  he 
will  take. 

I  remember  a  day  when  a  friend  and  myself 
fished  over  the  same  pools  together ;  he  not  being 
a  minnow  fisher,  I  only  took  my  minnow  rod  and 
phantoms.  He  fished  over  every  pool  with  one  or 
two  flies  the  whole  day,  and  I  followed  with  the 
Phantom ;  the  result  was  that  he  never  rose  a  fish 
the  whole  day,  and  my  bag  consisted  of  six 
beautiful  spring  salmon. 

Most  people  think  that  if  they  can  cast  a  Phantom 
a  certain  distance  and  wind  it  up  that  therein 
consists  the  whole  art  of  minnow  spinning.  In 
that  I  differ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to 
describe  any  procedure,  and  am  convinced  that  it 
can  only  be  learned  by  long  experience  and  con- 
stant attention.  It  won't  do  to  throw  your  minnow 
to  the  other  side  of  a  pool  and  then  turn  round 
your  head  and  talk  to  a  friend  or  gillie  that  is 
standing  near  you  while  you  are  winding  up. 

Constant  undivided  attention  to  your  work,  of 
•thought,  eye,  and  hand,  with  a  firm  conviction 
that  he  is  coming  every  second,  is,  in  my  hmnble 
opinion,  half  the  battle,  if  not  more. 

When  fish  are  sulking  the  minnow  will  often 
move  them,  and  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  they  will  seize  a  lure  passing  within  a  few 
inches  of  their  nose  when  they  are  too  lazy  or 
disinclined  to  come  through  several  feet  of  water 
to  a  fly  floating  near  the  surface. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGY  OF  THE 
EENE.* 


(Cmtinued  from  page  93.) 

"  In  fact,  to  do  what  we  are  doing  now,  minus 
the  disreputable  rascal  part  of  the  business,"  said 
the  Captain ;  "  but  in  order  to  do  this,  you  must 
necessarily  carry  your  own  materials." 

"And  so  you  must  carry  your  own  materials,  and 
that  whether  you  tie  yourself  or  employ  others  to 
tie  for  you.  Our  friend  the  Scholar  may  throw  a 
good  line  and.  hook  a  good  fish  when  he  has  got 
some  cleverer  man  than  himself  to  point  out  the 
throws,  and  may  land  him,  too,  with  Slievan  to 
gaff  for  him,  but  he  will  never  be  a  fisherman  as 
long  as  he  lives ;  no,  nor  ever  turn  out  such  a 

Kill-many  that  "    And|the  Parson  held  up  his 

work  to  the  light,  admiring  his  workmanship,  and 
drawing  out,  with  the  point  of  his  needle,  two  or 
three  fibres  of  the  hackle  that  had  been  looped 
down  in  finishing  off  the  head. 

The  artificial  entomology  of  the  Erne  is  far  more 
brilliant  and  beautiful  than  that  of  any  other  river, 
excepting,  perhaps,  the  spring  flies  of  the  Shannon. 
Its  flies,  compared  with  those  of  the  Scotch  waters, 
or  even  those  of  its  neighbour  river,  the  Bundraos, 
put  one  in  mind  of  the  gay  plumage  of  the  tropics 
by  the  side  of  an  English  nightingale  or  skylark. 

Before  the  arrival  of  om-  fishermen  it  might  be 
said  to  consist  of  two  distinct  genera,  the  Butterfly 
and  the  Mixed  Wing,  each  containing  several 
species ;  but,  some  two  or  three  years  before  the 
date  of  these  conversations,  the  fishermen  had 
added  to  these  a  thu-d  genus  of  fly,  differing  in 
every  particular  from  the  other  two,  and  this,  from 
its  inventor,  was  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
"  the  Parson." 

*  from  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  Its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed. 


The  Butterfly  is  distinguished  readily  from  all 
others  by  its  under  wings,  which,  being  made  of 
the  tippet  feather  of  the  golden  pheasant  tied  on 
whole,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  copper-coloured 
butterfly.  In  all  the  species  of  this  fly  alike  the 
tail  is,  or  ought  to  be,  of  yellow  topping.  The  tip 
is  sometimes  plain,  but,  more  generally,  it  is 
formed  by  two  or  three  rounds  of  black  ostrich  or 
peacock's  harl :  the  body  is  invariably  of  floss-silk, 
hackled,  and  turned  with  tinsel  or  twist,  which  is 
of  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  colour  of  the 
body ;  this  colour,  which  should  be  changed 
according  to  the  colour  of  the  sky  or  water, 
indicates  the  different  species  of  the  fly.  These 
are  as  follows : — 

1.  Red — with  a  natural  red,  crimson,  or  black 
hackle. 

2.  Yellow— with  a  yellow,  brown,  or  black  hackle, 
for  stained  water. 

3.  Green — with  a  green  hackle,  or  black  hackle, 
for  sunshine. 

4.  Blue — with  a  blue  hackle  (silver  twist  or 
tinsel),  for  sunshine. 

5.  Fiery  brown — with  a  natural  red  hackle. 

6.  Claret — with  a  black  hackle  (silver). 

The  shoulder  hackle  in  all  the  species  is  generally 
of  blue  jay,  which  is  prepared  by  splitting  the  blue- 
barred  feather  of  the'jay's  wing  and  scraping  out 
the  pith  ;  but  small  flies  are  frequently  hackled  up 
with  the  body  hackle,  or  with  the  prevailing  colour 
of  the  fly,  and  fitted  vtith  wing-coverts,  generally 
of  kingfisher.  All  these  flies  are  headed  with  black 
ostrich,  if  large,  or  black  silk  if  small,  horned  with 
macaw,  yellow  or  red,  according  to  the  prevailing 
colour  of  the  fly,  and  winged  with  grey  mallard,  of 
which  the  darkest,  taken  from  the  oldest  birds,  is 
the  best. 

The  mixed  wing  genus  has  no  imderwings  what- 
ever, but  its  wings  are  formed  by  mixing  together 
the  fibres  of  any  description  of  feather,  according 
to  the  judgment  of  the  maker.  The  prevailing 
colour  is  dark  orange,  which  is  produced  by  a 
liberal  mixture  of  cock-of-the-rock,  or  else  greenish 
grey.  Before  tying  the  wings,  a  good  shoulder 
must  be  prepared  by  taking  half-a-dozen  turns  of 
silk,  and  the  fibres  are  made  to  separate  and  stand 
on  end  by  pressing  down  their  stalks  with  the 
thumb-nail,  while  the  tying  silk  is  lapped  over 
them.  The  tails  are  also  of  mixed  feathers,  and 
the  bodies  generally  of  pigs'  down  pulled  out  with 
the  needle,  though  in  small  flies  these  are  often 
made  of  silk,  and  hackled  and  tinselled,  as  in  the 
other  genus. 

They  bear  something  of  the  same  relation  to  the 
butterflies  that  in  trout  fishing  the  buzz  does  to 
the  winged  fly. 

The  Parson  genus  is  much  longer,  slimmer,  and 
more  elegant.  This  class  is  known  by  their  bright 
yellow  wings,  which  are  formed  from  six  or  eight 
toppings  of  the  golden  pheasant.  In  the  original 
fly,  which  still  bears  the  name  of  "the  Parson," 
tail,  tip,  body,  and  hackle  are  all  yellow,  as  well 
as  the  wings,  and  the  tinsel  is  gold  ;  it  is  hackled 
over  the  wings  with  blue  jay,  or  else  fitted  with 
wing-coverts  from  the  kingfisher,  with  a  black 
ostrich  head. 

This  genus  has  three  varieties — Kill-many,  Kill- 
more,  and  Jack  the  Giant-killer.  The  first  differs 
from  the  Parson  in  ha\ang  a  claret  body  and 
hackle ;  the  second  retains  the  yellow  body,  though 
it  is  generally  of  a  deeper  shade,  but  has  a  bright 
crimson  under-wing  and  a  strong  splash  of  the  same 
colom'  in  the  coverts,  while  Jack  the  Giant-killer 
has  a  green  body  and  hackle,  with  crimson  or  green 
coverts.  The  whole  tribe  are  homed  with  yellow 
macaw,  except  the  last  species,  which  is  red.  The 
Parson  flies  are  best  adapted  for  stained  water,  as 
being  better  calculated  to  attract  the  notice  of  the 
fish ;  Jack  is  intended  for  sunshine  ;  KLU-many  and 
Kill -more  for  dull  weather. 

The  whole  of  this  tribe  of  flies  is  expensive,  and 
that  is  their  principal  drawback ;  but  the  material 
of  which  they  are  almost  entirely  composed — the 
crest  of  the  golden  pheasant — is  rare  and  difficult 
to  procure. 

A  cheap  substitute  for  this  class  of  flies  may  be 
thus  made — yellow  parrot-tail,  yellow  silk  body, 
with  a  very  full  yellow  hackle,  mallard  wings,  with 
two  small  yellow  hackles  tied  in  with  them,  and 
hanging  loose  over  the  back,  macaw  horns. 

"  It  is  strange  that  such  things  as  this  can  catch 
a  fish,"  said  the  Squire,  coming  to  the  window  to 
examine  critically  a  yellow  Parson  which  M'Gowan 
had  just  turned  out.  "  What  fly  in  the  whole 
world  is  at  all  like  this  ?    They  say  that  the  Mixed 
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Wing  is  the  dragon-fly  and  the  Butterfly  the 
imitation  of  some  possible  butterfly,  but  this  is 
like  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth.  A  Mussulman 
might  paint  it  without  offending  against  his 
Koran." 

"  No,"  said  the  Parson,  "  it  is  not  like  anything 
in  heaven  or  earth,  but  it  is  very  like  something  in 
the  water  :  it  is  like  a  shrimp,  which  I  imagine  to 
be  the  food  of  the  salmon  when  at  sea ;  he  comes 
into  the  river,  is  uncommonly  at  a  loss  for  his 
usual  dinner,  when  he  sees  a  little  dancing  fellow 
with  all  these  sharp-pointed  wings,  as  we  are 
pleased  to  call  them,  jumping  about  in  the  running 
water,  and  he  thinks,  of  course,  it  is  one  of  his  old 
friends." 

"  I  should  not  wonder,"  said  the  Squire. 

"  I  am  sure  of  it,"  said  the  Parson.  "  Eemember 
how  you  fish  with  twenty  yards  of  line  out ;  nothing 
that  you  could  do  would  keep  your  fly  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  as'you  do  keep  your  trout 
flies,  which  really  are  flies,  and  not  shrimps.  You 
do  not  try  to  keep  your  salmon  fly  in  such  a 
position ;  half  your  line  is  in  the  water,  and  your 
fly  six  inches  under  it.  And  think,  too,  how  you 
fisli  a  trout  fly;  you  draw  it  across  the  stream 
quietly,  but  to  your  salmon  rod  you  give  a  waving 
motion  ;  and  it  is  to  enable  you  to  do  this  without 
wearing  a  hole  in  your  trousers  that  the  salmon-rod 
is  fitted  with  that  round  wooden  button  at  the  butt, 
instead  of  a  spike.  And  what  efifect  do  you  suppose 
this  motion  has  upon  the  fly?  It  moves  in  a 
succession  of  jumps,  like  nothing  whatever  that 
ba^  life,  except  a  shrimp,  but  exactly  like  that. 
Depend  upon  it,  your  fly  is  a  shrimp." 

'•  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  you  are  right,"  said 
the  Squire.  "  I  was  remarking  the  strange,  life- 
like, jumping  motions  of  my  fly  the  other  day, 
from  the  top  of  that  rock  at  the  Captain's  Throw, 
and  was  thinking  that,  though  they  were  the 
motions  of  an  animal,  they  were  not  the  motions 
of  a  fly." 

{To  be  continued.) 


FINE    FISHING    IN    FINLAND  — 
SOME  USEFUL  INFOEMATION. 


[I  RECEIVED  recently  from  Mrs.  Agnes  Renfors,  of 
Kajana,  a  most  useful  little  pocket  vocabulary  of 
words,  short  sentences,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  English 
sportsmen  visiting  Finland;  it  will  prove  invalu- 
able to  tourists  also.  I  wrote  to  Mrs.  Renfors 
asking  if  she  would  kindly  give  me  the  name  of 
some  sportsman  who  could  give  me  information 
about  the  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling  fishing  to  be 
had  in  Finland,  and  she  kindly  replies  as  follows. 
—Ed.] 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter,  and 
am  thankful  that  you  will  notice  my  little  book  in 
Your  paper.  My  husband  is  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  fishing  in  Finland,  and  he  has  given 
accounts  about  fishing  here  in  a  little  tourist  book 
entitled,  'Finland:  the  Land  of  a  Thousand  Lakes,' 
printed  in  Hull  by  M.  Harland  &  Son,  Manor-street, 
1899,  and  from  this  book  I  wi'l  give  a  few  extracts, 
which,  perhaps,  may  interest  you. 

"  Imatra,  the  mightiest  and  grandest  rapids  in 
Europe.  A  good  hotel,  aff'ording  every  comfort, 
lias  been  established  close  to  the  rapids  of  Imatra ; 
here,  too,  conveyances  are  to  be  had.  Permission 
for  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  every  information 
for  excursions,  may  be  obtained  through  the 
manager  of  the  hotel,  where  boats  and  men  are 
also  supplied. 

"Kajana,  situated  on  the  bank  of  a  foaming 
cascade,  and  important  as  a  central  point  for 
splendid  trout  and  salmon  fishing,  which,  as  a 
result  of  recent  arrangements,  can  now  be  procured 
by  application  to  Herman  Renfors,  of  Kajana, 
agent  to  the  Finska  Angfartygs  Alctiebolaget.  This 
gentleman  is  ready  to  give  all  information  needed. 

"  Sport  in  Finland. — Fishing  is  generally  allowed 
everywhere,  but  for  trout  and  salmon  permission  is 
to  be  obtained  from  the  owners,  mostly  peasants, 
who  are  usually  ready  to  grant  it,  either  gratuitously 
or  for  a  trifling  sum.  Boats  and  men  can  easily  be 
hired  at  from  three  to  four  shillings  a  day.  Some 
streams  have  been  rented ;  for  example,  one  in 
Yuoksen  river,  near  the  Saima  Lake,  by  English- 
men in  St.  Petersburg,  and  Kalkis,  in  the  Kymmene 
river,  by  a  club  in  Helsingfors. 

"  As  a  rule,  the  streams  of  the  interior,  in  the 
east  and  north  especially,  are  more  abundant  in 
fish,  and  here  a  licence  to  try  one's  luck  will  be 
obtained  more  easily ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the 


further  from  the  generally  frequented  places  one 
proceeds  the  more  the  claims  on  comfort  must  be 
reduced,  but  in  extremity  you  may  rely  on  the 
general  hospitality  of  the  inhabitants.  English 
rods,  tackle,  etc.,  are  to  be  found  at  Lindeback's 
Sporting  Magazin,  Helsingfors,  and  at  Herman 
Renfors,  4  Mikaelsgatan,  Helsingfors  and  Kajana. 

"  We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr. 
Nordquist,  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  Finland, 
for  the  following  particulars,  taken  at  a  special 
interview  with  him.  The  best  river  for  salmon  is 
considered  to  be  the  Uleii-elf,  with  the  town  of 
Ulciiborg  at  its  mouth,  in  the  north-east  of  the 
Gulf  of  Bothnia. 

"A  very  good  centre  for  trout  fishing  is  the 
portion  of  the  river  Vuoksen  between  the  rapids 
of  Imatra  and  Vuoksenniska.  However,  the  best 
fishing  spots  arc  occupied  by  Messrs.  Nottbeck, 
Astashofi:',  and  the  English  "fishing  club  of  St. 
Petersburg.  On  Nottbeck's  and  Astashoff's  fisheries 
the  trout  caught  have  run  up  to  25lb. 

"  Besides  the  Vuoksen,  the  following  streams 
and  watercourses  aff'ord  good  trout  fishing  : — 

"  (1)  The  Kalkis  Rapids,  at  the  outlet  of 
Kymmene  river,  from  the  Paijanne  Lake,  rented 
by  the  Kalkis  Fishing  Club.  Here  trout  have 
scaled  to  20lb.  and  upwards. 

"  (2)  Viitasaari  and  the  whole  watercourse  round 
the  lake  Keitele,  with  its  affluents  and  effluents. 
The  greater  part  of  this  is  also  in  private  hands. 

"  (3)  The  whole  system  running  south  from 
lake  Keitele  to  Jyvtlskyla.  The  water  belonging 
to  the  Haapakoski  Fishing  Club  makes  part  of  this 
system. 

"  (4)  The  Nokia  rapids,  below  Tammerfors, 
belongs  to  several  private  landowners. 

"  (5)  The  Koida  river,  affluent  of  the  river 
Pielis. 

"  (6)  The  Lieksa  river,  receiving  its  waters  from 
lake  Lieksa,  in  the  Russian  territory,  afliuent  of 
the  Pielisjarvi  in  Eastern  Finland.  These  parts 
are  picturesque,  but  little  visited  by  foreigners,  and 
cannot  be  recommended  for  those  who  care  about 
the  comforts  of  modern  travelling. 

"  (7)  One  of  the  best  places  for  trout  and  gray- 
ling is  the  whole  system  of  waters  running  into  the 
lake  Ulea,  at  Kajana." 

"  Travellers  interested  in  fishing  and  shooting 
will  find  time  spent  in  the  new  Tourist  Hotel, 
Kajana,  extremely  pleasant.  A  vast  area  of  water 
and  very  extensive  grounds  have  been  taken  on 
lease  by  the  owners  of  the  hotel  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  facilities  to  sportsmen  wishing  to  visit  this 
part  of  Finland  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and 
shooting.  What  this  country  offers  in  the  way  of 
resource  for  anglers  is  sufficiently  well  expressed 
by  the  authoress  of  '  Through  Finland  in  Carts.' 
Verily,  Finland  is  a  paradise  for  fishermen ;  a 
paradise  for  lines  and  rods,  reels  and  flies,  for 
masters  of  the  piscatorial  art.  There  are  to  be 
found  freshwater  lakes  and  glorious  rivers  full  of 
fish.  Some  call  it  the  heaven  of  anglers,  and 
permission  to  fish  can  easily  be  obtained,  and  is 
absurdly  inexpensive. 

"  The  Kajana  river  abounds  in  grayling  and 
trout ;  perch  and  pike  are  also  found  there.  The 
largest  trout  caught  here  by  rod  weighed  131b. 
(English  weight),  the  largest  grayling  4ilb.  The 
usual  weight  of  grayling  and  trout  is  lib.  to  31b., 
but  there  are  frequent  instances  of  trout  from  51b. 
to  61b.  The  season  for  angling  grayling  and  trout 
usually  begins  on  June  20,  when  the  spring  floods 
commence  to  fall. 

"  Angling  in  Kajana  has  the  advantage  that  it 
can  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  from  the  banks, 
though  sometimes  wading  would  be  useful.  For 
angling  the  same  flies  are  used  here  as  on  the 
English  or  Scotch  rivers. 

*'  In  Vaala  are  found  sea  salmon,  sea  trout  (in 
Finnish  taimen),  trout  and  grayling.  The  fishing 
season  begins  there  one  or  two  weeks  later  than  in 
Kajana,  for  grayling  and  trout,  and  even  some 
salmon,  are  biting  in  June  and  July,  but  the  real 
season  begins  in  August.  In  Vaala  the  angler  is 
almost  entirely  confined  to  fishing  from  the  boat. 
The  largest  salmon  which,  to  the  author's  know- 
ledge, has  been  banked  there,  was  caught  by  him 
in  1884,  and  weighed  501b.  (English  weight),  and 
the  biggest  grayling  recorded  had  reached  5l\h. 

"  In  Ontojoki,  about  sixty-five  kilometres  east 
from  Kajana  by  steamer,  lake  trout,  trout,  and 
grayling  are  met  with ;  the  largest  lake  trout 
caught  there  had  reached  upwards  of  201b.  In 
that  river  angling  from  the  shore  can  also  be 
carried  on. 


"  In  Hyrynsalmi  river,  about  fifty  English 
miles  from  Kajana,  are  also  found  sea  salmon, 
grayling,  and  trout. 

"  It  would  be  perhaps  interesting  to  some,  who 
have  the  spirit  of  the  explorer,  to  make  a  long  trip 
to  Tsirka-Kemi,  in  the  Russian  Karelen,  some  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
English  miles  east  from  Kajana,  where  the  traveller 
has  mostly  to  journey  through  a  succession  of 
rivers  and  lakes.  AVe  might  say  that  this  is  almost 
the  best  place  for  grayling  to  be  found  in  the 
world.  A  sportsman  landed  during  a  summer 
afternoon  two  hundred  grayling. 

"  On  the  ground  taken  on  lease  by  the  Finland 
Steamship  Company  from  the  town  of  Kajana,  the 
following  kinds  of  wild-fowl,  among  others,  are 
represented — wild  duck,  capercailzie,  black-cock, 
true  hazel-grouse,  and  very  rarely  ptarmigan.  The 
time  allowed  for  shooting  is  from  Aug.  15  to  Dec,  1. 
Mosquitoes  are  not  bad  in  Finland. — Yours  truly, 

"  Agnes  Renfors, 

"  Kajana,  Finland,  Jan.  19." 


STKAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 


(Continued  from  page  91.) 

Fishing  from  Steamers. 
The  passage  by  the  Scotch  steamers  along  the 
west  coast — I  am  referring  particularly  to  those 
running  between  Glasgow  and  Stornoway — though 
in  many  ways  pleasant  enough,  is  often  rendered 
tedious  by  their  long  stoppages  at  the  different 
halting-places  while  taking  in  or  unloading  wool, 
cattle,  herrings,  or  other  goods  of  which  their  very 
miscellaneous  cargoes  consist.  Several  hours  at  a 
time  are  not  unfrequently  thus  consumed  with 
much  more  profit  to  the  company  than  satisfaction 
to  the  passengers.  As,  however,  many  of  these 
stoppages  occur  in  lochs  which  abound  with  fish, 
these  hours  may,  for  want  of  better  occupation,  be 
wiled  away  pleasantly  enough  by  fishing  over  the 
side.  The  steward  generally  has  a  line  or  two  on 
board,  and  will  be  delighted  in  assisting  you  to 
catch  a  dish  of  fish  for  the  table  by  lending  them. 
These  are,  however,  for  the  most  part  such  make- 
shift things  that  anyone  who  has  a  mind  to  utilise 
his  time  in  this  way  will  do  well  to  invest  a  shilling 
or  two  in  a  good  one  before  starting.  Fish  bait  is 
generally  procurable  on  board.  I  have  myself  had 
excellent  sport  in  this  way  at  several  places  along 
the  coast,  particularly  off  Gairloch  and  in  Little 
Loch  Broom.  At  the  former  place  I  remember 
creating  great  excitement  amongst  the  boats  along- 
side by  getting  hold  of  a  big  stenlock.  He  was  so 
heavy  and  the  tackle  so  rotten — I  was  fishing  with 
the  steward's — that  I  could  not  venture  to  haul 
him  on  board.  At  length  one  of  the  boatmen 
came  to  my  assistance,  killed  him,  and  fastened 
the  line  round  his  gills,  when  he  came  up  all  right. 
He  weighed  nearly  ten  pounds. 

Whiting  near  the  Surface, 
Although  whiting  are  generally  taken  near  the 
bottom,  yet  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they 
never  leave  it ;  for  they  not  only  have  the  power  of 
coming  to  the  surface,  but,  in  fact,  not  unfrequently 
do  so,  or  to  within  a  short  distance  of  it,  when  in 
pursuit  of  small  fry.  I  know  of  two  instances 
in  which  they  have  been  caught  by  a  kill-devil 
trailed  from  the  stern  of  a  rowing  boat  off  Guernsey 
■ — where,  by  the  way,  first-rate  sea  fishing  is  to  be 
had — and  I  myself  had  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
fact  whilst  fishing  in  the  Linnhe  Loch  off  Ardsheal. 
On  that  occasion  we  were  pulling  up  whiting  so 
fast  that,  my  line  becoming  kinked,  I,  in  order  to 
save  time,  put  my  bait  overboard  to  be  all  ready 
when  the  boatman  should  have  cleared  the  knot. 
My  line  could  not  thus  have  reached  above  a  third 
of  the  way  to  the  bottom,  when,  to  my  surprise,  I 
felt  a  tug.  I  struck  and  pulled  away,  bringing  up 
two  fine  whiting.  Profiting  by  this  experience 
I  did  not  afterwards  waste  time  by  allowing  my 
bait  to  sink  much  lower,  and  found,  consequently, 
that  our  heap  of  fish  grew  much  more  rapidly 
under  my  contributions  than  those  of  my  friends 
who  adhered  to  the  orthodox  mode  of  fishing  at  the 
bottom.  Our  sport  that  day  was,  while  it  lasted, 
as  good  as  I  ever  had.  There  were  three  of  us, 
besides  the  boatmen,  whose  time  was  pretty  well 
taken  up  with  attending  to  lines.  We  started 
very  late  and  with  appearances  much  against  us, 
the  only  procurable  bait  being  seven  herrings  in 
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such  an  advanced  state  of  decomposition  that  we 
were  too  glad  to  avoid  getting  them  between  the 
wind  and  our  nobility.  In  fact,  they  were  so  bad 
that  we  had  serious  doubts  whether  it  was  worth 
while  to  attempt  fishing  with  them  at  all.  How- 
ever, our  spirit  of  enterprise  prevailed  over  our 
doubts,  and  we  concluded  to  try  our  luck.  The 
first  omen  of  our  success  was  a  herring,  which  was 
caught  with  a  piece  of  one  of  his  putrid  pre- 
decessors, almost  as  soon  as  we  commenced  fishing. 
I  need  hardly  say  that  the  new-comer's  appearance 
was  hailed  with  a  shout  of  welcome,  and  that  in  a 
trice  bright  strips  from  his  sides  were  doing  duty 
upon  all  the  available  hooks. 

"  At  length  they  caught  two  boobies  and  a  noddy, 
And  then  they  left  ofi  eating  the  dead  body." 

After  this  godsend  we  began  catching  fish  in 
earnest,  and  were,  in  fact,  as  hotly  engaged  in 
hauling  in,  baiting  and  letting  down  again  as  could 
well  be,  until,  remembering  that  the  ladies  would 
be  waiting  dinner  for  us,  we  unwillingly  wound  up 
our  lines,  having  then  been  fishing  only  about  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  pulled  homewards. 

Herrings  taken  with  Bait. 

It  is  very  unusual  for  herrings  to  be  taken  with 
bait,  but  that  which  first  gave  us  our  real  start 
was  not  the  only  one  which  we  caught  that  day, 
no  less  than  eight  others  having  been,  one  after 
another,  brought  on  board  and  converted  into  bait. 
Besides  herrings,  however,  we  were  plentifully 
supplied  with  other  bait,  in  the  shape  of  small 
herring-fry  about  the  size  of  whitebait,  with  which 
many  (most  I  may  say)  of  the  whiting  were 
perfectly  gorged.  The  number  of  fish  we  brought 
home  was  (exclusive  of  those  used  as  bait)  three 
hundred  and  seven,  weighing  1611b.,  chiefly  whiting, 
but  comprising,  amongst  a  few  other  varieties,  a 
cod  of  161b.  and  a  skate  of  about  71b.  or  81b.  The 
cod  was  caught  on  a  whiting  which  had  taken  the 
bait,  and  came  up  alive  in  his  mouth.  The  feeling 
of  relief  when  we  fovmd  we  might  dispense  with 
our  first  unsavoury  lot  of  herrings,  to  which  we 
had  resigned  ourselves  as  our  only  chance  of  success, 
and  got  them  well  overboard,  was,  it  may  be 
conceived,  not  inconsiderable. 

Fishing  off  the  Brambles. 

The  best  day's  sea-fishing  that  I  ever  had  in  the 
South  of  England  was  towards  the  end  of  August, 
near  the  west  buoy  of  the  Brambles,  not  far  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Southampton  river,  when,  in  one 
tide  (or  to  speak  more  correctly,  part  of  two  tides), 
two  other  lines  and  my  own,  assisted  occasionally 
by  those  of  a  couple  of  boatmen,  caught  twenty- 
five  dozen  and  eight  whiting  (singularly  enough, 
the  same  number  within  one  as  that  mentioned 
on  the  last  occasion),  besides  some  other  fish.  On 
the  previous  day  we  had  caught  exactly  half  the 
number,  twelve  dozen  and  ten.  The  fish  bit  most 
freely  when  the  tide  ran  so  hotly  that  we  could 
scarcely  "  hold  bottom,"  and  they  came  whirling 
up  against  the  current  two  at  a  time  as  if  they 
were  spmning-baits  that  we  were  using  for  larger 
fish. 

Lady-Birds  at  Sea. 

On  that  day  I  noticed  vast  numbers  of  lady-birds 
drifting  along  by  us  with  the  tide  to  the  eastward 
as  we  lay  at  anchor.  Where  they  had  come  from, 
or  where  they  were  going  to  when  they  fell  into 
the  water,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  conjecture.  There 
was  no  wind  where  we  were,  and  the  actual  surface 
of  the  sea  was  of  an  oily  stillness :  a  long  swell 
was,  however,  plainly  discernible,  proving  that  at 
no  great  distance  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
wind,  which  might  have  driven  them  off  shore,  or, 
what  is  more  probable,  caught  them  whilst  in  the 
act  of  changing  their  quarters  e?i  masse  and  beaten 
them  do%vn  into  the  sea. 

Boat  Dress  for  Sea  Fishing. 

The  best  dress  that  I  know  for  boat  work  in 
wet  weather  consists  of  a  pair  of  mackintosh  over- 
alls made  to  tie  round  the  waist,  a  light  cape  of 
the  same  material,  about  thhty  inches  long,  and 
an  oil-skin  wideawake.  The  overalls  should  be 
sufficiently  large  to  enable  you  to  put  the  skirts  of 
your  shooting  coat  bodily  into  them,  by  which 
means,  while  you  have  access  to  your  upper 
pockets,  the  lower  ones  will  be  kept  dry,  and  you 
will  be  perfectly  impermeable  to  wet,  there  being 
nothing  about  you  to  catch  the  rain. 

{To  be  conti/nued.) 


iTofcs  from  f^e  ^lorf^. 


The  "  Knights  of  the  Broom "  are  having  it  all 
their  own  way  just  now,  and  curling  has  been  more  in 
vogue  both  before  and  since  the  season  opened  than  at 
any  other  time  during  the  whole  winter. 


On  Saturday  last  a  great  bon spiel  was  held  on  St. 
Mary's  Loch,  Aboyne,  when  some  two  dozen  teams 
north  of  the  Don  tried  conclusions  with  those  south 
of  it  for  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  season.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  200  tons  of  men  and  stones  foregathered  on 
the  ice  that  day. 


The  pike  in  the  loch — and  there  are  thousands — 
must  have  got  a  rare  scare  when  the  "  roaring"  game 
was  at  its  height.  Pity  the  brutes  should  survive.  It 
would  be  an  excellent  trouting  loch  but  for  its  in- 
numerable pike. 


Large  flies  and  spinning  lures  of  the  heavier  order 
will  be  strongly  in  evidence  for  some  time  now  till  the 
temperature  of  the  rivers  rises  a  bit,  but  gudgeon  and 
sand-eel  are  the  favourite  salmon  lures  with  the  up-to- 
date  spring  angler. 


The  poachers  have  been  making  some  fine  hauls 
lately.  This  from  personal  observation  and  private 
information.  One  Aberdeen  dealer  was  offered  three 
consignments  one  day  last  week,  but  steadfastly  set 
his  face  against  the  temptation. 


A  gamekeeper  was  last  week  fined  £1  or  seven  days' 
imprisonment  for  roughly  handling  a  farm  servant 
whom  he  suspected  of  poaching.  While  sympathising 
with  keepers  in  the  main  the  Sheriff  held  that  this  one 
had  exceeded  his  duty  and  gone  beyond  the  licence  the 
law  otherwise  allows  him. 


The  Marnoch  Lodge  water  belonging  to  Mr.  Porter, 
of  Corniehaugh,  Huntly,  has  been  let  for  April  to  the 
tenant  who  rented  it  last  year.  It  is  open  for  February 
and  March  when  sport  should  be  good  under  average 
conditions. 


An'  American  sportsman  informs  me  that  he  has 
taken  trout  in  a  clear  lake  some  forty  feet  below  the 
surface  with  ordinary  flies,  No.  8  and  10  Limerick  bends 
(Redditch  scale).  He  sunk  his  flies  by  affixing  two 
split  shot  to  the  cast  line.  He  repeated  the  experi- 
ment on  several  occasions  with  more  or  less  success. 


There  is  a  prospect  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee, 
recently  relieved  of  their  netting  stations,  being  con- 
verted into  a  ticket  water,  but  arrangements  ate  not 
yet  finally  settled. 


There  was  a  good  show  of  finnook  (whitling)  on  the 
Don  the  other  week,  and  more  than  an  average  season 
is  anticipated.    But  meantime  frost  reigns  supreme. 


On  the  Stanley  Tay  water  on  Wednesday  (5th  inst.) 
Mr.  J.  P.  Goodbun  creeled  three  fish  scaling  201b., 
181b.,  and  101b.  Comparatively  speaking  very  few  kelts 
have  been  met  with  this  season. 


The  March  Brown  is  Uie  favourite  spring  lure  for 
finnock  and  sea-trout.  The  flight  which  kill  best  never 
wants  a  March  Brown  or  a  Hare's  Ear  during  the 
opening  weeks.  A  Blue  Dun,  Cow  Dung,  or  February 
Red  makes  a  very  good  first  dropper. 

The  size  of  hooks  depend  much  on  the  colour  and 
temperature  of  the  water,  but  Nos.  8,  9,  and  10  for  the 
opening  weeks  are  very  likely  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day  this  season. 


A  white  shark  about  12  feet  long  and  weighing  5cwt. 
was  caught  on  the  sands,  Burghead  (Moray  Firth), 
on  Tuesday  last,  by  Mr.  James  Anderson,  flesher! 
The  fish  had  no  doubt  been  following  salmon  or 
other  prey  too  close  inshore,  and  so  got  stranded  with 
a  sandbank  and  a  receding  tide  between  it  and  its 
native  element.  However,  the  butcher  soon  did  for  it 
with  a  plunge  or  two  of  his  knife. 


The  Tay  nets  opened  on  Feb.  1,  but  not  till  last  week 
were  they  in  full  working  order,  The  opening  results, 
however,  were  highly  satisfactory.  On  BeDymore  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield  had  seventy  fish,  thirty-two  being 
got  in  the  first  haul. 


The  spring  fish  being  got  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Spey  (which  are  all  now  open  for  netting) 
are  of  good  quality  and  fair  average  weights.  The 
spring  season  promises  well. 


The  best  opening  haul  on  record  in  the  north-east 
was  made  on  the  Don  some  ten  years  ago  or  more 
when  500  fish  were  bagged  at  the  Cruives. 

Special  Scotch. 


YORKSHIRE  AXGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

This  important  angling  association  held  its  six- 
teenth annual  general  meeting  and  dinner  at 
Powolny's  Rooms,  Leeds,  last  week.  The  re- 
port shows  that  the  credit  balance  amounted  to 
£119  12s.  5d.  The  income  for  the  year  had  beoa 
£567  IBs.,  and  the  expenses  £178  33.  The  member- 
ship stood  at  the  full  limit  of  100,  whilst  34  candi- 
dates'names  were  on  the  ballot  list.  The  important 
fishing  controlled  by  the  association  on  the  Edenhull 
Estate  had  been  leabod  for  ten  years,  and  a  lease  had 
also  been  executed  for  the  Aire  fishing  near  Bell  Bu^i^■, 
During  the  year  ,50,000  trout  ova  had  been  purchased. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  C.  F.  Haigh  gavo 
the  principal  one  of  the  evening,  namely,  "  The  York- 
shire Anglers'  Association,"  and  said  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  prejudice  against  fishing  clubs  and  associations, 
but  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  their  waters  were 
not  overfished.  During  1896  the  fishing  worked  out 
to  only  a  day  and  a  half  per  member,  and  now  he 
believed  that  not  more  than  twenty-five  members 
regularly  fished  the  waters.  The  association  had  got 
any  amount  of  fishing,  and  had  now  got  some  security 
of  tenure.  Mr.  Haigh  then  turned  his  attention  to 
the  Philistines.  "  Let  the  scoffers  laugh  as  much  as 
they  like,"  he  said.  "IE  one  of  them  were  to  goby 
the  side  of  the  Eamont,  amongst  the  beautiful  wood.:, 
in  springtime,  with  all  the  delights  of  nature  around 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  have  hold  of  a  lusty  trout, 
that  scoffer  would  cease  to  scoff."  Mr.  Haigh  wound 
up  his  speech  with  the  highly  popular  declaration  that 
he  had  tried  many  forms  of  sport,  but  he  had  found 
that  there  was  no  sport  to  compare  with  angling  f  jr 
making  a  man  forget  his  troubles  and  worries. 

The  President,  replying  to  the  toast,  alluded  ta  the 
feeling  that  sometimes  arises  in  connection  with  asso- 
ciations like  theirs  renting  distant  fishing.  Locil 
anglers  sometimes  said  that  all  the  waters  in  theif 
district  were  being  appropriated  by  wealthy  people 
from  a  distance.  The  Council  had  recognised  this, 
and  had  granted  fishing  leaves  to  local  anglers  under 
suitable  conditions.  Then  the  President  worked  in 
his  fishing  story  : — "  In  America,"  he  related,  '•  I  went 
to  Washington's  home,  and  the  guide  who  took  u.; 
round  showed  us,  amongst  other  things,  a  not  very 
ancient  fruit  tree,  the  chief  interest  of  which  lay  in 
the  statement  that  the  seed  from  which  it  had  grown 
had  been  planted  by  George  Washington.  I  ventured 
to  remark  that  Washington  must  have  died  at  a  much 
later  period  than  history  had  buried  him,  and  the 
guide  replied,  ■'  I  guess  it's  a  sort  of  a  fish  story.'  " 
(Laughter.)  Truthful  or  untruthful,  declared  the 
President,  in  conclusion,  the  angler  was  one  of  the 
best  companions  either  by  the  river  bank  or  round  the 
table,  and  his  experience  was— modestly  he  said  it — 
that  the  Yorkshire  anglers  were  the  best  of  them  all. 

Mr.  Anderton,  proposing  the  health  of  tl.e 
officers  and  council  of  the  association,  remarked  willi 
a  certain  sadness  of  tone  that  he  had  sometimes  fe'.t 
that  the  council  were  more  anxious  to  provide  water 
than  fishes.  (Laughter.)  He  was  glad  to  hear  from 
the  secretary  that  this  was  to  be  remedied.  He  joined 
the  association  in  consequence  of  the  persuasions  of  a 
friend,  who  said,  "  We  want  a  number  of  members 
who  will  pay  their  subscriptions,  and  who  can't  catch 
many  fish."  (Laughter.)  "  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  club  for  many  years  on  that  basis,"  said  Mr. 
Anderton.  "  There  is  no  more  useful  member  of  the 
club  than  myself." 

Several  other  Association  Dinners  have  been  held 
in  Y'orkshire  during  the  week,  amongst  others  I 
may  mention  that  of  The  Yorkshire  Herald,  a  very 
successful  club,  well  supported  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher, 
the  managing  editor,  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  "  Ronald,"  the 
angling  editor,  and  the  staff  generally;  the  Woolpack 
Angling  Association,  and  the  City  of  York  Angling 
Club.  The  big  army  of  Y'orkshire  anglers,  over  12,000, 
who  take  out  trout  licences,  is  daily  increasing.  The 
prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  season  are  decidedly 
bright.  I  have  seen  more  salmon  and  migratory  trout 
up  the  Yore  during  the  past  breeding  season  than  I 
have  for  the  past  eight  years  at  least.  The  brovrn 
trout,  too,  spawned  under  very  favourable  conditions, 
the  winter  up  to  the  end  of  January  being  very  mild, 
and  with  an  absence  of  heavy  floods  the  ova  the  fish 
deposited  on  the  redds  remained  undisturbed  and  is 
hatching  out  well.  The  parent  fish  are  now  dropping 
down  into  the  main  streams  from  the  brooks,  and 
several  I  have  hooked  in  grayling  fishing  during  thj 
past  week  are  in  good  condition  for  the  commencement 
of  February. — John  E.  Miller. 


KILLARNRY   BOARD  OF 
COXSERYATORS 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above  Board  last  week,  Mr.  k.  S 
Herbert,  J. P.  presiding,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
r.questing  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  to  sancticu 
the  readjustment  of  the  open  season  for  angling  in 
the  Killarney  District,  whereby  angling  and  netting 
will  begin  simultaneously  on  Jan.  10  each  year,  and 
the  close  season  for  angling  to  close  on  Oct.  16. 


f 


ESK  AND  LIDDEL  FISHERIES 
ASSOCIATION. 


Ax  the  annual  meeting  at  Langholm  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Est  be  opened  on  February  15  for  salmon 
fishing  with  fly,  but  only  that  portion  of  the  Associa- 
tion's water  below  Cahonbie  glebe  lands.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  throw  both  the  rivers  Esli  and  Liddel  open 
for  fly  fishing  on  March  15,  the  rivers  to  be  only 
available  for  fly  till  May  1,  when  bait  fishing  is  to 
begin.  The  tributaries  of  the  rivers  are  to  be  open 
for  bait  fishing  after  June  1.  No  bait  or  minnow 
fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  tributaries  after  Sep- 
tember 1,  or  in  the  rivers  after  September  15. 
After  that  date  iiy  fishing  only  will  be  permissible 
till  the  end  of  the  season.  G 


YOEKSHIRE    FISHERY  BOARD. 

^■P^"^!  meeting  of  the  above  board  was  held  at 
the  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Tuesday  last.  The  Hon 
Cecil  Duncombe  presided.  The  chairman  vice- 
chairman  (Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin),  and  Mr.  J  E 
Jones  (secretary)  were  unanimouslv  re-elected  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  expressing  the  regret  of  the 
board  at  the  death  of  the  late  vice-chairman  (Colonel 
Haworth  Booth).  The  report  and  balance  sheet 
showed  that  although  owing  fo  the  dry  summer 
and  autumn  the  river  salmon-fishing  was  a<Tain 
a  failure  licences  were  more  freely  taken  out  than 
since  189  (,  the  year  having  promised  well  at 
the  beginning.  The  total  take  of  fish,  exclusive  of 
rods,  was  1,804  weighing  11,9121b.,  being  the  largest 
since  ,1890.  The  amount  derived  from  the  sale  of 
salmon  licences  from  all  sources  was  f  100  10s  as 
against  £42  10s.  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total 
yield  (excluding  rods)  574  were  salmon,  and  1230 
migratory  trout  The  report  contained  a  reference 
tD  the  Thryburgh  Reservoir  case,  which  came  before 
tbe  Court  of  Appeal  last  spring,  the  decision  being 
against  the  Board.  The  question,  it  was  observed 
was  en  irely  one  of  law,  resting  on  the  construction 
o   Pi.W  ^  '^^^^'""S  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  Fisherj-  Boards.  There  were  twenty-three  convic 
tions  out  of  twenty-seven  summonses  issued  The 
report  was  adopted,  also  the  balance-sheet  Some 

'^u^iTl'^'^'u  ^^''^      *°  "  of  the  law  since 

the  Thryburgh  Reservoir  case,  which  went  against  the 
Board,  and  Mr^Lane  Pax  inquired  if  it  was  the  law 
that  anyone  fishing  in  a  private  pond  might  take  fish 
put  1.1  by  them  without  a  licence  ? 

Mr.  J   E.  Jones  replied  that  the  decision  really 
lefcrred  to  salmon.    The  earlier  Acts  made  use  of  the 

7Z\.      .""-kT''.  could  be 

Slid  to  contribute  to  the  river,  it  was  not  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Board,  although  it  might  be  with  n  its 
jur  sdiction  geographically.    It  was  a  very  fine  point 

*°  ^  tigher^ourtTey 
might  have  had  the  decision  reversed.  So  far  as  he 
could  see,  there  were  very  few  of  those  reservoirs  that 
were  not  detached  from  the  original  strelm  Mr 
hZfZTX°'\^°  explain  that  when  a  reservoir  was 
built  and  the  stream  ran  into  it  and  could  no  longer 
tront  7k  ^^^'•^^e'-^oi'^  could  be  stocked  with 

Th.rp    w  °f  jurisdiction. 

There  was  a  movement  on  foot  in  the  Trent 
district  to  get  up  an  agitation  amongst  fishery 
boards  to  have  the  law  put  right.    As  a  matter  of  Fact 

a  pond  was  not  connected  with  a  stream  so  as  to 
make  It  a  tributary,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  it 
would  be  legal  to  fish  there  without  a  licence 

The  Chairman  :  But  if  a  stream  ran  into  a  reservoir 
atibut™       °"  ^°"i<i  not  thTbe 

The  Secretary:  Yes. 

*i,^Kv^*l.*^'^^'^'^'"  ^^^^  circumstances  indicated 
-that  the  time  would  shortly  arrive  when  thefshould 
consider  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  form  an 
Association  of  Fishery  Boards  on  the  1  nes  oT  the 
County  Councils  Association 

^  Jhc  Chairman  thought  the  suggestion  an  excellent 
Captain  Key  made  some  comments  on  the  renort 
fiii  H\  V^'J  accounts  the?  would 

fli^a  l-\  fishermen  were  credited  with 

ivf^  f  t  ^1"^°°  fishermen  were  fL.Sfii  n 
debt,  so  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  coarsp  fiaV,ir^r,\!,v: 
would  the  Board  have  been  9  ^^^^1  fK  ^ 
profit  on  the  salmon  fishTng'  of  4"  ^He  tTJ^'  ^ 
gratulate  the  Board  on  less  money  having  been  spent 
ti^oi^fifb"'^^  P'^'^'-  '^^^  was ledved  from 
t7lt        ''''  ""^^y  ^^ere  working  men 

and  who  never  saw  or  caught  salmon,  and  it  foemed 
to  tim  very  hard  indeed  that  those  12  000  fishermen 
should  have  to  keep  the  salmon  fishing  gom"  Of  course 
they  had  no  other  alternative,  but  it  las  an^injustice  to 
those  men.  It  mightbe  altered,  he  though  that 
Board  and  kindred  boards  made  a  move  and  altered 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mr.  St.  Quintin:  "To  whom  does  Captain  Key 
refer?" 

Captain  Key  replied  "  Mr.  Mundella."  He  thought 
that  considering  the  large  sum  contributed  by  the 
trout  fishermen  to  the  funds,  they  were  entitled  to  more, 
and  the  Board  should  give  more  than  600  fish  when 
the  funds  were  larger.  In  answer  to  Mr.  St.  Quintin, 
the  secretary  said  that  last  year  the  amount 
spent  on  yearlings  granted  to  clubs  was  £60. 
And  the  Board  now  decided  to  make  grants  of  500 
yearling  trout  each  to  the  Bradford  Angling  Associa- 
tion, the  Lmton,  Threshfield,  and  Grassington  Anglers' 
Club,  the  Sheflield  Anglers'  Association,  Bradford  City 
Anglers'  Association,  Halifax  Brothers  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, Wintersett  Anglers'  Club,  Pickering  Fishery 
Association,  York  Angling  Association,  Isaak  Walton 
Angling  Association,  Harrogate  Angling  Association 
Niddersdale  Angling  Club,  Thirsk  Angling  Club,  and 
the  Tadoaster  Angling  Association,  none  of  the  Asso- 
ciations having  received  grants  from  the  Board  during 
the  past  two  years.  John  E.  IMilleb. 


February    15,  1902 

ANGLO-NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION. 


THE  TROUT  OF  SARDINIA  AND 
SICILY. 


A  FEW  months  ago  I  pointed  out  in  the  Annals  and 
Magazine  of  Natural  Histonj  (VIII.,  p.  14)  that  the 
trout  found  in  the  rivers  of  Sardinia,  and  which  had 
been  referred  to  as  Salmo  fario  by  Italian  authors, 
agrees  in  all  its  characters  with  the  Salmo  macrostigma 
of  tlie  Atlas  of  Algeria  and  Morocco.    As  in  the  type 
specimens  of  that  species  or  sub-species,  the  name  of 
which  was  suggested  by  the  parr  marks  along  the  side 
persisting,  more  or  less  distinct,  in  full-grown  speci- 
mens (up  to  thirteen  inches  long),  the  number  of 
pyloric  appendages  to  the  stomach  is  remarkably  low ; 
I  counted  only  about  twenty  in  the  specimens  frorn 
Sardinia  which  I  received  from  Lieutenant  H.  G.  S. 
Sandiman,  R.N.,  who  has  presented  them  to  the 
British  Museum.    I  was  not  aware  at  the  time  that 
the  same  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at  by  another 
ichthyologist.    But  my  distinguished  colleague,  Dr 
Vinciguerra,  of  Rome,  has  now  kindly  drawn  my 
attention  to  a  note  of  his  in  the  Bolletino  di  Notizic 
Agranc  (.Will.  1896,  p.  107),  in  which  he  states  that 
"  the  trout  of  Sicily,  like  that  of  Sardinia,  differs  in 
appearance  from  tJiat  of  the  Continent,  even  of  the 
most  southern  region,  especially  in  the  presence  of 
roundish  black  spots,  rather  larger  than  usual,  and 
the  nearly  complete  absence  of  rod  ones;  it  stands 
nearer  to  the  .S'.  7n((ciostigma  of  Dumcril,  from  the 
mountains  of  Algeria,  than  to  the  S.  fario,  showing 
besides  the  anatomical  character  on  which  that 
species  was  founded— namely,  the  pyloric,  appendages 
in  smaller  number  than  in  the  real  ,S'.  farw."  The 
national  collection  possesses  specimens  of  trout  from 
the  Atlas  and  from  Sardinia,  but  not  from  Sicily. 
Perhaps  some  reader  of  the  Field  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  supplying  this  desideratum.— G.  A 
BouLENGER  in  The  Field. 


THE  SALMON  HARVEST  OF  1901. 


Mr.  Henry  Fpennell  sends  some  further  particu- 
lars to  the  Times  on  this  question.    He  says":  "In 

the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  on  Dornoch  Firth,  interesting 
experiments  are  being  carried  on  with  the  view  of 
increasing  the  annual  yield  of  salmon  in  those  districts. 
Netting  operations  have  been  greatly  restricted,  and 
m  some  cases  altogether  suspended,  on  several  stations. 
Other  matters  have  been  taken  in  hand  which  eventu- 
ally, it  is  hoped,  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  interests 
of  all  parties  concerned  in  the  fisheries  of  those  north- 
eastern Scotch  waters.     Notwithstanding  the  re- 
strictions placed  on  net  fishing  during  late  years,  my 
correspondent  writes  in  reference  to  the  catch  of 
1901 : — '  I  took  more  fish  than  during  any  previous 
season.    If  I  can  keep  the  proprietors  in  line,  which 
is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
a  few  years  I  shall  at  least  double  the  output  of  the 
Kyle  and  its  rivers.'    The  Carron  river  fished  much 
better  than  for  several  years  back.    On  the  north-west 
coast,  the  Caithness  coast,  and  part  of  the  north  of 
Sutherland,  I  learn  that  salmon  fishing  has  been 
steadily  declining.    The  heaviest  salmon  taken  by  an 
angler  on  the  Shin  that  I  heard  of  was  landed  by 
Dr.  II.  H.  Almond,  and  weighed  311b.    On  the  Forth 
the  nets  on  the  sea  coast  and  lower  part  of  the  river 
had  a  good  season.    In  regard  to  fishing  on  the  Eden, 
the  heaviest  rod  fish  weighed  respectively  341b.  and 
321b.    Two  salmon  of  421b.  each  were  taken  in  the 
nets.    In  the  Wye  the  two  heaviest  salmon  taken  by 
anglers  that  I  hear  of  weighed  respectively  351b.  and 
34lb.    In  the  Teify  district  the  seine  net  fishing  was 
good,  rod  fishing  poor.    Largest  rod  iish  22lh.,  net 
381b.    Prom  Ireland  I  gather  that  on  the  Suir,  in  the 
Cahir,  and  neighbouring  waters  the  heaviest  salmon 
landed  by  anglers  weighed  35flb.,  35Jlb.,  and  32lb. 
Some  good  fish  were  also  taken  on  Lord  Ashtown's 
water  and  on  other  parts  of  the  rivor,  but  I  ha.ve  not 
had  any  pa.rticu!E!,r8  as  to  weights." 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Association 
was  held  in  the  King's  Room,  Hotel  Metropole,  Lon- 
don, on  Wednesday,  Feb.  5,  at  3  p.m.  There  were 
present  :--Mr.  W.  A.  Bailward,  Mr.  G.  Beck,  Col.  J. 
Cavendish,  Col.  Bromley-Davenport,  C  B  MP  Mr 
Frank  Dugdale,  Mr.  P.  W.  Pison,  M.P.,  Mr'p  w'Pry" 
Capt.  Hon.  A.  GreviUe,  Hon.  L.  Greville,  Mr.  A.  V.' 
Kirke,  Mr  B.  H.  Venables  Kirke,  Mr.  W.  Steuart- 
Menzies,  Capt.  Hon.  H.  Molyneux,  Mr.  P.  Pi<.on 
Hon.  Henry  Portman,  Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman; 
M.P.,  Mr  L.  K.  Rice,  Mr.  H.  A.  Simonds,  Mr. 
L.  de  L.  Simonds,  Mr.  E.  Sturdy,  and  Mr.  R.  Wheen 
Among  other  members  who  have  joined  the  associa- 
tion, and  were  unable  to  be  present,  are  the  following  • 
—Sir  John  Heathcote  Amory,  Bart.,  Earl  of  Aylesford! 
Admiral  Sir  John  Baird,  K.C.B.,  Mr.  Frank  Bibby 
Major  Chadwick,  Earl  of  Dartrey,  Earl  of  Ducie,  Sir 
Wm  Pfolkes,  Bart.,  Sir  Lionel  Smith  Gordon,  Mr. 
E.  A.  Hambro,  Mr.  Henry  Hambro,  Admiral  R.  H 
Hammond,  Admiral  Sir  Wm.  Kennedy,  K.C.B.  Lord 
Kenyon,  Lord  Kesteven,  Honble.  Predk.  Lasoelles, 
Lord  Newton,  Mr.  E.  P.  Oakley,  Col.  Percy  Mr  E 
Lort-Philhps,  Honble.  Edward  W.  B.  Portman  Sir 
Henry  Pottmger,  Bart.,  Col.  C.  Birch-Reynardson, 
^^f?®"^*^  Vane-Tempest,  Sir  Peter  Walker,  Bart.. 
Earl  of  Warwick,  Col.  Prank  W.  Whitmore,  Sir  John 
Willoughby,  Bart.,  Lord  Wolverton. 

Colonel  Bromley-Davenport,  M.P.,  was  elected 
to  the  chair,  and  in  a  short  speech  set  forth  briefly 
the  general  objects  of  the  association,  which  are  as 
follows  ; — 

1.  Co-operation  to  further  the  interests  of  rod-fishers 
in  Norway  and  Sweden. 

2.  To  be  the  means  of  giving  organised  joint  expres- 
sion to  the  views  of  the  Association  upon  any  matter 
affecting  their  interests,  and  if  thought  desirable  to 
approach  the  Storthing  collectively. 

The  Chairman  having  tendered  his  thanks  for  the 
honour  tbey  had  done  him  in  electing  him  to  the 
chair,  said:— "We  are  here  in  the  first  i]a;e  'or  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  good  send-off  to  our  new  laove- 
ment,  and  in  the  second  place  to  determine  incur 
own  mmds  more  definitely  the  objects  which  we  have 
in  view.    Our  principal  and  primary  object  is  co- 
operation.   Wo  are,  of  course,  a  very  important  com- 
munity i  a  Norway.    We  are  important  in  our  own 
estimation,  no  doubt;   but  wo  are  important  also, 
1  think,  from  the  view  of  the  Norwegian  Government. 
Ihere  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  wo  bring  a  great  deal 
of  money  into  their  country,  and  the  Norwegian 
Government  must  be-and  cannot  fail  to  be— very 
sensible  of  the  fact  that  our  presence  there  is  of  value 
and  importance  to  the  country,  and  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  we  have  no  reason,  I  think,  at  all  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  treated  by  them 
We  must,  however,  remember  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  Norwegian  Government,  from  its  own 
standpoint,  labour- namely,  that  the  Storthing  in 
Norway  is  not  unlike  the  House  of  Commons  in  this 
country;  that  is  to  say,  the  people  who  make  the 
most  noise  are  apt  to  get  most  of  theiriown  way,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  people  who  make  the  most 
noise  about  the  salmon  fishing  are  the  owners  of  nets 
We  have  met  with  very  little  difficulty  so  far,  but  the 
Storthing  is  undoubtedly  in  favour  of  those  who  have 
an  interest  in  the  nets.    In  a  life-long  experience  of 
Norway  I  have  never  been  asked  to  sign  a  petition 
representing  the  views  of  the  owners  of  salmon  river 
fisheries,  and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  when  we  hear 
of  some  movement  affecting  salmon  fishing  we  ought 
to  be  ia  a  position  to  make  our  views  known  equitably 
to  the  Storthing,  and  I  feel  sure  that  such  a  petition 
would  have  a  great  effect." 

The  committee  —  as  under  —  were  then  elected 
unanimously :  Sir  John  H.  Amory,  Mr.  Prank  Duo-- 
dale,  Mr.  P.  W.  Pison,  M.P.,  Mr.  Henry  Portman 
Mr.  E.  Sturdy,  Captain  E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P.,  Captain 
Waldo  Sibthorpe,  Mr.  F.  Pigon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Venables 
Kirke,  and  Mr.  Henry  Simonds.  Colonel  .Bromley- 
Davenport  was  then  unanimously  elected  chairman  of 
the  association;  Mr.  Henry  Portman  was  elected 
secretary  2>ro  tern.,  and  further  business  was  referred 
to  the  committee. 


LARK    ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  in  connection  with  the  Lark 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Dog  and  Partridge 
Bury  St.  Edmund's.  Mr.  W.  E.  Land  (Bury)  was 
voted  to  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs 
W.  Howlett,  Newmarket  (General  Secretary  and 
Supt.),  W.  E.  Mountain,  A.  E.  Kemp,  J.  Crocombe 
G.  Fitcho^i,  C.  Brown,  E.  Cresswell,  J.  W.  Challice' 
J.  Jeffrey,  and  G.  Waters.  ' 

Mr.  Howlett  presented  the  balance  sheet  to  the 
meeting,  which  showed  that  the  receipts  from  the 
various  local  secretaries  amounted  to  £55  3s.  2d.,  and 
that  there  was  a  balance  from  last  year  of  £4  6s.  2d 
The  expenditure  included  an  item  of  £26  for  water 
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bailiffs,  and  other  items,  which  left  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £8  17s.,  out  of  which  a  liability  of  M  is  to  be  met. 
Sir.  Hewlett,  in  making  a  few  remarks,  referred  to  the 
steady  growth  of  the  society,  which  was  a  matter  for 
congratulation,  and  drew  comparison  with  the  balance 
of  1889  and  1890,  when  it  was  only  about  17s.  or  18s., 
showing  what  satisfactory  strides  the  society  had 
made. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Hewlett  the  officers  wore 
all  re-elected.  Mr.  Hewlett  reported  that  he  attended 
a  meeting  of  Conservators  recently  held  at  Norwich, 
when  permission  was  granted  the  society  to  take  the 
trout  from  the  dykes  and  place  them  in  the  main  stream, 
a  step  which  he  considered  would  be  to  their  advantage. 
A  discussion  ensued  in  regard  to  a  rule  which  had 
been  passed  in  committee,  relative  to  fishing  with 
worms,  when  Mr.  Challico  proposed,  and  it  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Brown,  that  the  trout  fishing  should 
commence  on  March  IG  instead  of  April  1,  and  no 
worm  fishing  should  be  allowed  until  June  16,  when 
the  coarse  fishing  opens. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higrh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f  66  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     „  Putney.  AdrtJ''^   >>     »  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ^"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. —A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridqk. 

„  ,     ,  ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  la    6.16    6  41 

Sunday,  ,,  16    7.  8   7  38 

Monday,  „  17    8.11    8,50 

Tuesday,  „  is    9.35    10  22 

Wednesday,  ,,  19    11.  g    11  46 

Thursday,  „  20       o 'l 

Friday,  „  21    0.52   ij? 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Gbnebal  Remarks. — The  river  is  now 
exceptionally  clear  and  very  poor  bank  fishing  has 
been  had.  Some  parts  of  the  river,  such  as  back- 
waters, are  now  frozen  over.  Roach  should  now  be 
fished  for  in  the  deepest  parts,  and  the  best  time  of 
the  day  is  from  3  p.m.  till  dusk.  Chub  arc  still  feeding 
well,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Mr.  M. 
Gunn,  of  East  Molesey,  has  had  good  roach  and  dace 
fishing,  and  has  captured  a  few  small  pike.  The 
Thames  Conservancy  order  to  loj)  off  all  boughs  and 
trees  which  are  likely  to  impede  the  stream  in  flood 
time  is  having  a  disastrous  effect  on  the  scenery,  and 
nearly  every  swim  in  the  locality  where  this  work  is 
being  done  is  choked  with  twigs,  etc.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  the  T.  A.  P.  S.  has  taken  action  in  the  matter, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Conservancy  will  rescind 
the  order  at  once,  at  least  so  far  as  the  wholesale  work 


which   is   now  being  done  is   concerned. — P.  H. 

Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  in  fairly  good 
condition,  with  a  nice  stream  running,  but  sport  has 
been  rather  quiet  during  the  past  fortnight.  On 
Feb.  1  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  four 
jack  weighing  18Jlb  ,  the  best  fish  8Jlb.  ;  on  Feb.  4 
Mr.  Turner  had  a  nice  show  of  jack,  best  fish  61b.  ;  on 
Feb.  9  Mr.  Scott,  out  with  G.  Vaughan,  took  ten 
retainable  jack,  the  best  fish  61b.;  on  Feb.  11  Mr.  E. 
Smith  took  151b.  of  good  roach.  These  fish  have  their 
on  and  off  days,  the  best  fish  being  taken  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  day.  Other  anglers  have  been  taking 
some  jack  and  roach,  but  nothing  large. — Stanley 
Mead. 

 ■  (Streatley). — Water  is  now  in  very  good 

condition.  No  fish  of  any  consequence  have  been 
taken  here.  At  Dorchester  last  week  Mr.  Gardiner 
took  two  fine  pike  (131b.),  and  lost  a  very  large  one  (281b. 
or  301b.)  which  he  saw  and  broke  his  tackle.  This  is 
supposed  to  be  the  same  fish  that  has  broken  several 
people  up  before.  I  hear  a  very  fine  pike  has  been 
taken  at  Wallingford. — Horace  J.  Gardiner. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — Angling  has 
been  very  slack  on  the  river,  except  one  day  in  the 
week,  when  nice  roach  were  had  with  the  gentles. 
We  have  had  sharp  dry  frosts,  and  on  the  quiet  reaches 
of  the  river  in  slow  water  there  is  a  slight  coating  of 
ice  seen.  Midday,  on  some  parts,  the  dry  banks  are 
very  tempting  for  those  who  can  brave  the  cold 
atmosphere.  On  two  days  several  small  pike  were 
had.  Live  baits  on  the  spot.  We  have  had  very 
little  snow. — John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — There 
is  but  little  to  report  at  present.  The  weather  is  so 
extraordinarily  changeable  (even  for  this  country)  that 
angling  is  not  of  much  account.  Piercing  north- 
easters, snow,  milder,  sloppy  days  (followed  to-day, 
Feb.  11,  by  hard  frost),  are  conditions  which  do  not 
benefit  the  chances  of  the  roach  fisher,  while  all  the 
still  water  of  the  district  is  constantly  covered  with 
ice  of  more  or  less  thickness,  and  the  pike  fisher  is 
greatly  handicapped.  I  have  heard  of  no  sport  worth 
mentioning  amongst  either  pike  or  roach,  nor  do  I 
expect  to  before  there  is  a  proper  break  up  of  this 
wretched  weather,  and  a  more  settled  stats  of 
meteorological  conditions  prevails. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— With  the  Bolton 
Estates  of  the  late  Duke  of  Cleveland,  K.G.— going  on 
the  market  shortly— will  be  sold  the  salmon  fishing 
rights  in  the  rivers  Dart  and  Avon.  Sportsmen  on  the 
Dart  are  hoping  that  the  change  of  ownership  may  be 
beneficial  to  them  by  the  fishery  at  Totnes  Weir 
falling  into  the  hands  of  some  genuine  sportsman. 
The  fishery  at  Totnes  Weir  at  present  is  a  wholesale 
death-trap  to  salmon.  The  weir  itself  stretches 
right  across  the  main  stream  for  the  whole  width. 
In  summer-time  frequently  it  is  almost  dry,  and 
the  only  means  of  access  to  the  upper  waters 
for  salmon  is  the  narrow  fish  pass  erected  some 
years  since  by  the  Board  of  Conservators.  Fishing  is, 
of  course,  carried  on  by  net  within  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  sill  of  the  Weir,  and,  generally  speaking, 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  success.  Without 
doubt  more  salmon  are  caught  here  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  river,  and  then  sent  to  the  up-country 
markets  as  well  as  the  metropolis.  When  such  a  state 
of  affairs  exists  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  rod 
fishermen  can  have  a  good  time. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— We  are  having 
very  wintry  weather  again,  but  the  river  keeps  in  good 
condition  for  all  kiiids  of  fishing  (Feb.  10).— H. 

Bsk  (Whitbv).  —  Pinkey  fishing  on  this  river 
opened  on  Feb.  2,  but  as  yet,  consequent  upon  the 
heavy  snowfalls  and  frosts,  which  have  proved  detri- 
mental, sport  has  been  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
prospect  of  an  early  commencement  is  somewhat 
vague.  During  the  latter  part  of  1901  the  fish  were 
late  in  ascending  the  river,  consequent  upon  the  preva- 
lence of  dry  weather,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  floods, 
the  fish  were  unable  to  reach  the  higher  portion  of  the 
Esk  in  large  numbers,  the  majority  spawning  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Generally  speaking  the  season  has 
been  an  average  one.  No  record  of  the  passage  of  kelts 
down  the  river  is  yet  to  hand. — .7.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Cynical  east  winds, 
frost,  and  gales  have  stopped  all  angling  operations 
during  the  past  week,  and  a  severe  frost  which  has 
visited  us  and  seems  likely  to  remain  will  give  skates 
a  chance  if  all  other  fish  are  idle.  General  opinion  is 
that  the  salmon  and  trout  fishiug  will  be  fairly  good, 
at  any  rate,  it  cannot  be  worse  than  the  last  season. 
Prospects  for  next  few  day  are  not  very  hopeful. 
Weather  now  very  fine  vith  severe  frost;  wind 
nortlierly. — Red  Pal-meh. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
It  is  almost  all  skating  that  is  talked  of  in  this  district 
rather  than  angling.  Fourteen  degrees  of  frost  were 
registered,  and  the  washes  and  many  of  the  drains 
were  ice-bound.  Gradually  the  weather  has  got  colder 
and  anglers  have  ceased  to  pursue  their  sport. 
Nothing  has  been  done  worth  a  mention  amongst 
roach,  but  until  the  drains  were  covered  pike  angling 


was  fairly  good.  Several  captures  are  noted  near 
Outwell. — Li  mpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Angling  has  tern- 
porarily  stopped  on  the  still  waters.  The  Canal  and 
Babworth  Lake  are  affording  excellent  sport  in  the 
way  of  skating.  It  is  too  cold  to  pursue  either  float- 
fishing  or  spinning  on  the  Idle.  Very  few  people  have 
been  out  since  this  time  last  week.  News  from  the 
Trent  side  between  Carlton  and  Torksey  say  sport  is 
very  poor,  even  pike  and  chub  have  failed  to  respond 
to  the  lures  offered  them.  Altogether  angling  may  be 
said  to  be  poor  indeed. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).  —  Nothing  has  been  done 
here  since  my  last  report.  If  February  would  only  be 
true  to  its  traditions,  and  "February  fill-dyke"  in 
actual  evidence,  something  might  be  done,  but  until 
then  I  can  see  no  chance  of  sport.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  better  luck  was  in  store  for  us,  so  that  we  might 
finish  up  a  bad  season  respectably,  but— well,  I  won't 
say  more  just  now,  but  go  on  hoping  ;  we  are  a  few 
weeks  off  the  close  time  yet. — Kingkisiier. 

Lea. — In  consequence  of  the  severe  weather  sport 
has  been  quiet.  Roach  have  been  dead  off  the  feed, 
as  the  water  has  been  very  clear  and  the  winds 
bitterly  cold.  A  few  pike  and  perch  have  been 
creeled.  I  tried  the  pike  myself  early  in  the  week 
at  Broxbourne,  and  scored  a  blank,  the  rod-rings 
being  frequently  blocked  with  ice.  The  river  is  frozen 
over  in  many  places,  and  should  the  frost  continue, 
skates,  not  fishing-rods,  are  likely  to  be  the  order  on 
the  Lea  this  week-end.    Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing  ;  have  gone  down.  The  weather 
has  been  cold,  and  severe  frosts  have  been  had  at  nicht, 
followed  by  sunshiny  days,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising 
better.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  but 
sport  has  been  had  with  maggot,  Grasshopper,  Red 
Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  With  con- 
tinued fine  weather  there  is  every  prospect  of  some 
fair  sport  being  had  in  this  part  during  the  coming 
week.    The  Piiisley  is  low  and  clear. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- Since  my  last  report  we 
have  etperienced  in  this  district  even  greater  severity, 
so  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  weather  are  con- 
cerned, for  biting  frosts,  snow,  and  hail  storms 
have  ruled  supreme,  and  the  indications  now  are  that 
our  anglers  will  be  "  locked  out  "  from  enjoying  any 
sport,  as,  to  all  appearances,  the  river  will  shortly  be 
ice-bound.  Results  of  the  week's  sport  have  been 
very  sparse,  for  only  a  few  small  pike  lave  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Ream,  of  Peterborough,  the  weather 
generally  having  been  much  too  severe  for  the  majority 
of  anglers  to  venture  out. — E.  A.  S. 

Oase  (Holywell  Perry). — We  are  now  (Wednes- 
day) having  glorious  clear,  bright,  frosty  weather  here 
and  pike  have  been  well  on.  All  my  patrons  who 
have  braved  the  cold  have  taken  several  good  fish,  the 
largest  91b.  There  is  plenty  of  good,  deep,  open  water 
here. — A.  Scard. 

  (Huntingdon). — River  frozen  over,  fishing 

impracticible.  At  present  ground  slightly  sprinkled 
with  snow ;  immediate  prospects  poor. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  partially  frozen 

and  in  some  places  quite  so,  and  the  chances  of  the 
angler  are  consequently  very  poor.  On  Thursday 
(Feb.  6)  Pribble  and  Schulke,  N.A.P.S.  members,  came 
down  here  but  had  a  blank ;  coming  home  we  found 
half  an  eel  which  had  been  mauled  by  Mr.  Otter,  and 
the  half  turned  the  scale  at  3lb.  12oz.,  so  it  must  have 
gone  to  (ilb.  or  71b.  Should  the  weather  break,  the 
colour  and  conditions  are  favourable. — E.  Collinson. 

Severn,  'Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  been,  during  the  past  week,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  wintry  weather  experienced  lately  in 
this  neighbourhood  and  such  a  large  quantity  of  snow 
fell  on  Friday  and  Saturday  in  last  week  that  in  many 
places  it  is  several  inches  in  depth.  These  snowstorms 
were  followed  by  a  frost  which  increases  in  intensity 
on  each  succeeding  night.  At  present  the  sun  shines 
brightly  during  the  day,  and  at  such  times  in  sheltered 
spots  by  the  river  side  some  nice  sport  is  enjoyed  with 
pike,  chub,  and  other  kinds  of  fish.  A  few  days  ago  a 
well-known  angler,  Mr.  David  Craddock,  whilst  fishing 
in  tlie  Severn  above  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  captured 
two  very  fine  pike,  one  of  which  was  18lb.  and  the  other 
lOlb.  in  weight :  and  several  others  of  a  smaller  size 
are  still  taken  in  that  river,  as  well  as  in  the  Vyrnwy 
in  this  vicinity. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bares,  Suffolk). — Water  still  clear  and, 
especially  in  the  deep  water,  covered  with  ice.  A  few 
roach  have  been  captured  up  to  a  pound  each,  but 
catches  have  not  run  large.  The  frost  looks  like 
lasting,  and  not  much  will  be  done  until  we  get  a 
change  of  weather. — W.  T.  Baini'.rii».e. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Cana.^.— Frost 
is  again  visiting  us  with  bright  sunny  days,  but  little 
snow  has  been  experienced  in  the  south  ;  up  country 
it  materially  affected  the  rivers  and  sport.  Very  little 
has  been  taken  this  week  from  the  Ouse  or  Adur. 
Several  anglers  b  ave  been  out  but  sport  has  been  unsatis- 
factory. The  rivers  are  getting  in  good  order  and  with  a 
continuance  of  the  present  fine  weather  sport  should  be 
obtained  at  the  week-end.    Chichester  Canal  has  been 
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fairly  well  patronised.  Unfair  fishing  goes  on  as  hitherto. 
A  well-known  individual  may  be  seen  with  half-a- 
dozeii  rods  or  sticks,  and  baiting  with  live  gorge,  taking 
up  the  greater  part  of  a  reach.  A  lOJlb.  pike  fell  a 
victim  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  a  few  hours  later 
was  selling  at  a  local  fishmonger's  at  sixpence  per 
pound.  This  fish  came  from  the  Birdham  district. 
It  is  a  pity  a  stop  cannot  be  put  to  the  wholesale 
slaughter.  Visitors  who  come  many  miles  for  a  day's 
piking  are  severely  handicapped. — George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon), — Heavy  snow  and  frost ;  not 
quite  the  weather  for  fishing,  although  when  the  sun 
was  out  on  Saturday  (Feb.  S)  I  heard  of  a  few  brace  of 
trout  taken. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  but  far 
more  seasonable  this  week  than  for  some  time.  At 
the  end  of  last  week  snow  fell,  but  it  did  not  thaw 
quickly.  Severe  frosts  have  been  had  nearly  every 
night,  and  on  Tuesday  night  seventeen  degrees  were 
registered.  The  days  have  been  fine  with  sunshine 
and  the  fish  have  been  sporting  fairly  well  during 
the  middle  of  the  day,  and  some  few  rods  have 
been  out  and  used  Red  Tag,  Whirling  and  Blue, 
Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Twist,  but  sport  has  been  of 
a  limited  character,  and  will  be  until  trout  come  into 
season  on  March  2.  Bottom  fishing  with  maggot  has 
accounted  for  some  coarse  fish.  Pike  are  around  here 
plentiful  and  are  taking  live  bait,  and  a  fair  amount  of 
sport  has  been  had.  With  fine  weather  there  should 
be  some  good  sport  had  in  this  part  next  week  with  fly 
and  maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  running  low  and  clear  and  in  good  order,  but 
little  fishing  done  in  them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  running  a  nice 
level,  and  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  very  cold,  but  more  seasonable,  and 
sharp  frosts  at  night  have  been  followed  by  bright  days, 
and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  feed  better  ;  at  mid- 
day they  have  been  rising  fairly  well  at  the  fiy.  There 
has  been  very  few  anglers  out  of  late,  but  a  few  nice 
grayling  have  been  landed  with  Red  Tag  and  Green 
Insect.  With  fine  weather  the  prospects  for  sport  in 
this  part  are  good  for  next  week. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  snow  has  fallen  heavily 
it  has  not  as  yet  had  any  marked  effect  on  the  Trent, 
which  still  remains  in  good  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
though  the  severity  of  the  weather  keeps  the  majority 
from  the  banks.  Near  the  Devon  mouth  (close  to 
Newark)  several  good  pike  have  been  landed  by  Mr.  J. 
Shepherd,  best  on  Feb.  7,  13^1b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Mackenzie 
fish  up  to  81b.,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Lea,  four  on  Monday, 
up  to  5Jlb.  From  the  lower  water  Mr.  R.  Kirton  has 
taken,  with  worm,  several  chub,  ranging  up  to  21b. 
Goz.,  and  a  few  roach  have  been  secured  with  the 
same  lure,  but  only  the  most  hardy  can  stand  bottom 
fishing  under  present  circumstances.  The  Devon  and 
the  dead  waters  are  frozen,  and  only  the  Trent  remains 
open. — Teentsider. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  excessively  low  temperature  has  been  against 
successful  roach  fishing,  and  pike  anglers  have  shared 
a  similar  fate.  Spinning  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
has  resulted  in  a  few  fish,  and  except  a  brace  scaling 
161b.,  there  is  little  to  report  on  the  river,  and  these 
were  picked  up  at  Bardney.  The  Bain  has  been 
practically  deserted,  and  except  in  one  case  near 
Tattershall  village,  where  about  lllb.  of  roach  were 
taken,  there  is  very  little  to  report.  Maggots  were 
the  means  adopted,  and  those  who  have  possession  of 
this  sort  of  bait  may  consider  themselves  lucky. — 
Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — The  rigorousness  of  the  weather, 
which  at  the  time  of  writing  does  not  show  any  signs 
of  abatement,  has  kept  the  majority  of  anglers  from  the 
waterside  during  the  ipast  few  days.  I  have  caught  a 
few  grayling  in  the  Yore,  but  they  have  run  small, 
and  I  hear  an  angler  at  Aysgarth  has  had  fair  sport. 
The  thermometer  registered  twenty  degrees  of  frost 
last  night  (Tuesday),  and  the  pools  of  the  river 
between  Middleham  and  Boroughbridge  are  frozen 
over,  and  if  the  frost,  continues  a  few  days  longer, 
skating  will  be  pretty  general  on  all  our  rivers ; 
indeed,  I  saw  some  venturesome  people  on  to- 
day (Wednesday).  There  is,  therefore,  no  chance  for 
any  pike,  perch,  or  roach  fishing  at  present.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe,  from  Bucnsall  down  to 
Pool,  are  closed,  and  will  remain  so  until  the  opening 


TriiL'T  tlies  for  coraiiig  season.  Large  stock  now  reaily.  Best 
finality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  .and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  coloui-s.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  ."Piscator,  Leeds.' 


of  the  trout  fishing  season.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  between  Harewood  and  Woodhall  pike  fishing,  but 
sport  on  the  whole  has  been  of  a  moderate  character, 
the  best  catch  I  have  heard  of  being  one  of  five 
fish,  the  heaviest  being  close  upon  61b.  The  few  rods 
that  have  been  out  on  the  Collingham  and  Wetherby 
have  done  moderately,  the  best  basket  of  grayling 
being  one  of  eleven  fish  weighing  5Jlb.  All  these 
waters  are  now  icebound.  At  Boston  Spa  moderate 
accounts  are  to  hand  of  the  sport  had  there  recently 
amongst  roach,  dace,  perch  and  pike,  the  most  suc- 
cessful anglers  being  Messrs.  Leach,  Grassham,  Oliver, 
Piokersgill,  Richardson,  and  Thomas,  and  before 
the  frost  got  too  severe  little  could  be  done  below 
Newton  Kyme  or  in  any  part  of  the  Swale,  Derwent, 
or  Ouse.  All  we  can  do  now  is  to  wait  patiently  for 
a  break-up  of  the  storm,  for  only  a  few  streams  are 
fishable  just  now.  —  John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  net  and  rod  salmon 
fishing  on  the  river  Deveron  commenced  for  the  season 
on  Tuesday  under  disappointing  conditions,  owing  to 
the  presence  of  ice,  the  river  being  practically  covered 
over  all  its  netting  area.  Of  late  the  severe  weather  on 
the  coast  has  changed  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rough 
seas  nearly  closing  it  up.  The  pool  at  the  Raik  Cottages 
on  the  river,  where  the  net  fishermen  commence, 
being  frozen  over,  the  fisliermen  were  early  at  work  on 
Tuesday  breaking  the  ice,  and  by  the  afternoon  they 
succeeded  in  getting  a  small  part  clear.  During  the 
afternoon  they  had  only  three  salmon  and  seven 
trout.  The  salmon  averaged  about  81b.  and  the 
trout  lib.  The  fishermen  continued  during  the 
night  in  order  to  keep  the  water  open,  but  they 
met  with  great  difficulty  owing  to  the  severity  of 
the  frost.  Up  to  noon  on  Wednesday  three  salmon 
were  killed  (heaviest  weighing  151b.).  A  small  box,  the 
first  for  the  season,  was  sent  per  rail  on  Wednesday 
for  the  market.  Last  year  the  season  opened  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstances.  The  river  was 
in  high  flood,  and  the  fishermen  were  unable  to  ply 
their  nets,  and  only  a  couple  of  salmon  and  half  a  dozen 
trout  were  got  on  the  opening  day.  A  rough  sea, 
which  still  continues,  prevents  the  fisherman  from 
getting  in  the  nets  at  the  sea  stations,  and  at  present 
they  are  busy  taking  ice  from  the  river  to  the  ice- 
house. Angling,  meantime,  is  in  abeyance,  and  there 
will  be  little  done  until  the  river  is  broken  up  and 
clear  of  ice,  although  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with 
fish.— H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore).— On  Feb.  8  Mr.  A.  Holder, 
Remoney  Lodge,  killed  two  salmon  weighing  271b.  and 
201b.  On  the  11th,  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid, 
the  keeper,  killed  two  salmon  weighing  251b.  and  181b. 
Loch  should  fish  well  directly  there  is  a  change  in  the 
weather. — W.  Knight. 

  Killin,   N.B.— On  Feb.  5,  on   the  Killin 

Hotel  water,  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight  landed  a  salmon  of 
161b.  On  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Albert  A.  Smith,  one  of  311b. ; 
on  Feb.  8,  Mr.  Albert  A.  Smith,  two  of  201b.  and  181b. ; 
en  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Albert  A.  Smith,  one  of  121b.,  and 
on  Feb.  11,  one  of  181b.;  on  Feb.  12,  Mrs.  Maisey, 
one  of  191b.  Only  one  boat  out  from  the  hotel  this 
week. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— All  blank  up  here. 
The  rivers  are  everywhere  frozen  over  from  top  to 
boftuvi,  and  unless  on  a  few  open  places,  mostly  kept 
so  by  breaking  the  ice,  not  a  single  cast  has  been  had. 
Nothing  in  the  way  of  angling  can  be  done  till  a  thaw 
comes.  The  netting  season  also  opened  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  11,  in  some  hundred  fishery  districts  in  Scotland. 
On  the  Dee  district  a  good  start  was  made  considering 
the  adverse  nature  of  the  elements.  On  the  Don  the 
Countess  of  Suffolk's  fishermen  had  eighteen  fish  at 
the  first  haul  from  Grandholm  water,  but  this  was 
poor  compared  with  the  two  hundred  and  three  hundred 
usually  got  on  the  opening  day.  However,  the  nets 
could  not  be  worked  for  ice.  The  prospects  are  good 
with  fresh  weather.  Plenty  of  fish  are  said  to  be 
about,  and  the  quality  and  weight  of  those  already  got 
are  highly  satisfactory. — G.  M. 

[G.  M.'s  whisky  must  have  been  frozen  and  he  let  a 
bit  slip  down  unawares.  If  the  rivers  are  frozen  from 
"  top  to  bottom  "  why  don't  they  cut  the  salmon  out 
to  save  their  lives  ?  But  G.  M.  really  has  our  sympathy 
over  this  "  cold  snap,"  he  keeps  up  his  spirits  so  well. 
—Ed.] 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Galloway  Cree  of  Newton 
Stewart  opened  its  angling  for  the  season  on  Tuesday 
(Feb.  11),  and  the  lower  portions  of  the  Border  Esk 
will  open  this  (Saturday,  Feb.  15)  morning.  At  the 
time  of  writing  all  the  rivers  are  ice-bound.  The  most 
severe  snowstorm  experienced  this  winter  over  the 
south  of  Scotland  occurred  on  Saturday  (Feb.  8) 
morning,  and  a  general  depth,  varying  from  six  inches 
to  two  feet,  fell  in  Dumfriesshire,  Galloway,  and  Ayr- 
shire, and  still  covers  the  land.scape.  Intense  frost 
set  in  on  Sunday  (Feb.  9),  and  has  continued  ever 
since. — Heathbkbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  spring  fishing  had  a 
most  inconspicuous  opening  on  Tuesday  (Feb.  11). 
The  banks  of  the  river  are  lined  with  ice,  while  the 


nver  itself  is  thick  with  floating  "  grue."  With  such 
unfavourable  conditions  of  course  it  was  impossible  to 
cast  a  line,  and  as  there  is  no  appearance  of  a  change 
it  is  feared  nothing  will  be  done  for  some  time.  No 
lessees  ha-ye  come  north  yet.  The  prospects  prior  to 
the  floods  in  the  end  of  the  year  were  considered  very 
promising,  but  as  a  number  of  the  redds  are  known  to 
have  been  displaced  and  covered  the  floods  have 
proved  disastrous.  This  is  regrettable,  as  the  spawning 
season  was  good,  and  the  appearance  in  the  redds 
considerably  better  than  an  average.  However,  as 
numbers  of  clean  fish  were  seen  prior  to  the  floods, 
prospects  may  be  better  than  they  look,  although  some 
time  must  first  elapse.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon's  fishermen  at  Fochabers  are  ready  to  com- 
mence as  soon  as  a  favourable  opportunity  offers,  but 
at  present  there  is  too  much  snow  and  ice  in  the  river 
to  work  the  nets. — J.  M. 

Tay. — There  has  been  little  or  no  angling  on  the 
Tay  during  the  past  week.  The  river  is  very  low  and 
almost  at  summer  level.  With  the  very  severe  frost 
we  are  having  and  floating  ice,  few  anglers  have 
ventured  to  the  riverside.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
a  few  takes  got  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  :  Fishing 
Burnmouth  Stobhall  beat  on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  Colonel  Braun,  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
landed  three  fish  of  201b.,  161b.,  and  71b.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Goodburn,  fishing  on  Lower  Stanley,  on  Feb.  5,  killed 
three  salmon,  of  211b.,  201b.,  and  9Jlb.  Pishing  Ben- 
chill  water  on  Jan.  30,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  and 
Colonel  Braun  killed  one  salmon  of  191b.  Fishing 
same  beat  on  Feb.  4,  Colonel  Phillpotts  had  one 
salmon  of  19Jlb. ;  on  Feb.  6  one  of  91b. ;  and  on  Feb.  8, 
one  of  6Jlb. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  renewal  of  the  wintry  weather  has  further  p  ost 
poned  the  actual  opening  of  the  salmon  angling  in  th 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  which  has  now  -been  legally  per- 
missible for  twelve  days.  During  the  milder  interval 
prevailing  on  Friday  (Feb.  7)  Lord  Dunglass  (on  the 
Birgham  water)  captured  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  a 
salmon  of  191b.  There  is  little  prospect  of  a  flood 
before  the  net  fishing  is  resumed  on  Saturday,  but  with 
so  much  snow  and  ice  about  it  is  almost  certain  there 
will  be  one  before  there  is  any  more  rod  fishing. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  severe  snowstorm 
which  began  on  Feb.  7  put  an  end  to  the  prospects  of 
trouting  on  the  rivers  open  or  the  Woodburn- Dams. 
The  snow  lies  thickly  over  the  country,  and  at  time  of 
writing  there  is  not  the  slightest  indication  of  a  thaw 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Doneg-al).  —  Angling  . 
operations  have  been  entirely  suspended  during  the 
past  week  owing  to  the  severe  frost  which  prevails, 
and  the  snow  on  the  hills  and  the  surrounding  neigh- 
bourhood is  from  a  foot  to  eighteen  inches  deep. 
There  has  not  been  such  a  great  snowstorm  with 
severe  frost  experienced  in  this  country  for  many 
years  past,  and  at  time  of  writing  the  frost  does  not 
seem  as  if  it  was  going  to  depart  quickly,  which  is 
much  to  the  discomfort  of  anglers. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— Fishing  has  practically 
been  put  a  stop  to  owing  to  the  continued  hard  frosts, 
the  water  being  icy  cold  and  very  clear.  Few  fish  are 
facing  the  weirs,  and  until  we  get  a  decided  change 
no  sport  can  be  expected.  Since  last  report  the  follow- 
ing have  had  sport :— Lieut.  Commander  W.  Steward, 
R.N.,  on  Feb.  6,  one7Jlb. ;  Doctor  Fitzgerald,  R.N.,on 
Fargus,  on  Feb.  6,  one  101b. ;  on  Nettloville  fishery, 
Mr.  R.  Nettles,  one  lllb.  ;  on  Ardrum  fishery,  Mr.  S. 
Haynes,  Feb.  9,  three  14Jlb.,  lllb.,  and  7^1b. ;  on  same 
fishery,  Mr.  J.  BuUen,  Feb.  9,  two  91b.  and  7),lh.\ 
Feb.  11,  two  91b.  and  71b. ;  at  the  Waterworks,"Mr. 
McCarthy,  one  7Jlb. ;  on  the  Powdermill  stream, 
Mr.  R.  Dunscombe,  one  91b.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  continued  snow  of  the  past  week  put  all 
angling  out  of  the  question  ;  as  I  write  there  is  fully 
six  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground.  Several  salmon 
have  been  got  at  the  salmon  weirs,  largest  26|lb. — Pat 
Hearnbs. 

Shannon  and   Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Wc 

have  had  intensely  cold  weather  all  the  week — severe 
frost,  snow,  and  chilling  north-east  winds.  Angling 
suspended  in  consequence ;  but  there  is  certain  to  be 
good  sport  among  the  springers  a  little  later  on. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  is  now  in 
first-rate  order,  and  the  weather  though  rather  cold  is 
not  on  the  whole  unfavourable.  So  far  the  result  has 
been  :  On  Doonass,  Mrs.  Moorhead,  one  salmon,  lOJlb., 
on  Feb.  4;  Mr.  W.  B.  Moorhead,  one  salmon,  351b., 
on  Feb.  7.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  Vansittart's  men 
killed  one  salmon,  291b,  on  Feb.  6,  and  one  salmon, 
31Jtb.,  on  Feb.  8. — J.  Bnright  and  Son. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — I  paid  a  visit  to  the 
hatchery  where  all  our  sea  trout  are  getting  strong,  and 
a  good  many  are  removed  to  the  small  streams.  Our 
salmon  boxes  are  swarming  with  the  welcome  little 
strangers,   Only  three  boxes  are  not  quite  out  yet,  but 
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SCREWDRIVER 


well  eyed  and  look  healthy.    This  ova  we  took  from 
salmon  which  had  been  in  one  of  the  boxes  in  the  top 
of  one  of  the  rivers,  and  could  not  get  a  cock  fish  to 
milt  the  ova.    On  failing,  after  the  flood,  to  secure 
some  milt  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Power  and  Dodd,  at 
Killorglin,  and  asked  if  they  had  any  cock  fish  to 
spare  to  send  the  milt  by  post  in  a  bottle,  which  i 
they  kindly  did.     They  were  posted  at  Killorglin, 
then  went  on  to  Mallow,   and   from  Mallow  to  1 
Cahirciveen,  in  all  a  distance  by  rail  of  150  miles ;  j 
from  Cahirciveen  to  Waterville  by  mail  car,  ten  miles  ; 
then  I  had  to  take  them  eight  miles  by  car  to  where  I 
the  fish  were  impounded,  then  back  again  to  the 
hatchery  and  lay  them  on  the  gravel  beds.  They 
now  seem  to  be  in  a  good  healthy  eyed  stage.    This  i 
may  be  useful  information  to  fish  culturers  mixing 
the  breed  of  salmon  by  getting  milt  of  salmon  by  '. 
post  from  other  rivers  and  crossing  the  breed,  and 
importing  fresh  blood  into  each  district,  which,  no 
doubt,  would  make  early  running  fish  resort  to  late 
rivers.    However,  it  is  worth  a  trial. — T.  McCarthy. 


piers,  and  herrings  are  being  caught  in  the  drift  nets 
in  the  bay  under  the  eastern  land. — William  Heardeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  21  :— 


a.m 
p.m. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Brig^hton. — "Wind  and  weather  permitting,"  a 
few  boat  anglers  have  been  off  during  the  past  fort- 
night or  so,  but  with  such  a  poor  result  that  the 
silver  whiting  season  may  be  looked  upon  as  over  for 
many  months  to  come. — H. 

Deal. — The  fishing  lately  has  been  very  poor  with 
rod  and  line,  and  sprat  boats  landing  scanty  takes  of 
one  to  two  thousand  per  boat.  Although  the  weather  is 
fine  for  outdoor  exercise,  the  prospect  of  fishing  is  not 
at  all  grand. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach  Street. 

Penzance. — Some  good  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  past  week  by  rod  anglers  at  the  North  Pier  end, 
Newlyn,  with  small  pollack  up  to  21b.  in  weight.  At 
time  of  writing  (Feb.  11)  we  are  having  cold  weather 
with  snow  squalls. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  though  cold  has  been 
favourable  for  fishing,  and  a  lot  of  nice  school-bass 
have  been  caught.  We  have  not  been  taking  them 
here  with  the  nets  as  they  have  in  Cornwall,  where 
I  hear  they  had  bad  luck  with  one  school.  They 
enclosed  about  40,000,  but  were  too  anxious,  and  put 
too  many  men  on  the  hauling-ropes,  and  consequently 
the  foot  rope  parted,  and  the  fish  also  departed.  Some 
very  fine  pollack  were  caught  off  Redding  Point  and 
outside  fie  bridge,  but  they  have  not  come  in  yet  in 
any  quantity.     Smelt  are  very  plentiful  from  the 
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Jingling  ^^i^eiurcs. 

Petoruary  17. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Piscatorial  Society :  Lecture  by  Mr.  Charles  Walker. 
February  19. 
Greenwich  :  Smoking  concert. 

Feb.  24.— Stepney  :  Visit. 

,,   25. — Dalston  :  Annual  supper. 

,,   25. — South  London  Anglers'   United  Visiting 
List :  Anchor  and  Hope  visit. 

„    26.— B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  meeting. 
Mar.  11. — Ply-Fishers  :  Annual  dinner. 

„    12. — B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 

„    15. — Lychnobitss  :  Concert. 


(Special  Meetixcs). 


ANfiLKRS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Feb.  17,  at  8  p.m.— K.  G.  Wood- 
ruff. 


Ramsgate. — Weather  very  unpropitious.   The  few 

braves  who  ventured  forth  were  not  covered  in  glory. 
Water  dirty,  fog  varied  by  cold  winds  and  frost,  so  but 
very  little  has  been  done — prospects  a  little  better  to- 
night. 

Scarborougfh. — Pier  anglers  are  only  having  poor 
sport  at  present,  only  a  few  codling,  etc. — H. 

Lyra  Piscatori.v  ;  Origiiml  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies.  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isvs,  M.A.,  Author  of  •'  Handy  (luide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  Tlie  FMd  says;  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  tlie  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  Thit  Amiittur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  tliem  superb  ;  tlie 
aenial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dniner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anytliing  I  remember."  The  book  may  t)e  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  in  the  chair,  the  usual 
reports  from  agents'  members  were  received.  The 
reports  were  scanty,  both  season  and  weather  having 
been  unpropitious,  but  the  "  several  interesting 
fishing  questions  "  started  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  last 
week  were  clearly  not  then  exhausted,  a  capital 
discussion  resulting  from  what  was  then  said  and 
had  since  been  thought  upon  the  subject  of  the 
exhaustion  of  our  fish  supply.  Various  means  of 
bringing  these  matters  before  the  public  and  the 
Government  were  discussed.  The  annual  meeting 
on  Feb.  2C  and  the  dinner  on  March  12  were  again 
announced. — W.  H.  W.  Grove. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society — 

Our  next  "smoker"  will  take  place  on  Feb.  19, 
when  Mr.  W.  Marshall  will  occupy  the  chair. 

Greshah  Akgling  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last  the  society  held  a  Bohemian 
concert,  which  was  a  great  success,  there  being  a 
large  attendance  of  members  and  their  friends.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan  presided.  Amongst  the  artistes  who 
kindly  gave  their  services  were  : — Miss  Rosa  Young 
and  Messrs.  H.  Gray,  C.  W.  Rule,;  E.  D.  Hilton, 


David  Oweu,  Whitley,  Hayward,  and  Ritches.  Mr. 
i> .  A.  Gray  was  complimented  upon  the  admirable 
arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  visitors 
— J.  H.  Walker. 
South  London  Anglebs  United  Visiting  List— 
On  Peb.  25  the  Anchor  and  Hope   A  S  will 
receive  a  visit  from  the  societies  enrolled  upon  the 
list.    Societies  vpishing  to  become  enrolled  should 
send  2s.  nomination  fee  to  A.  G.  Smith,  10,  Warndon- 
street,  Rotherhithe. 
Addlestone  and  Cheetsey  Angling  Societies— 
An  open  competition  for  numerous  prizes  will 
place  on  March  8  and  13,  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted 
to  the  Nurse  Funds  of  the  district.    Tickets  (one 
shilling  each)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  Nutkins 
Kaveley,"  Addlestone,  Surrey.    The  competition 
will  take  place  between  Penton  Hook  and  Shepperton 
Lock  (towpath  only). 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association— 

This  association  had  a  successful  supper  and 
concert  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  the  evening  of  the 
6th  inst.  Mr.  Ford  catered  well,  and  Mr.  WAR 
Aird  arranged  a  lively  concert.  Mr.  Weeland  pre- 
sided, and  Mr.  Harry  Vowles  was  at  the  piano. 
Messrs.  Stone-Shannon,  Coomber  Bowles,  Hall 
Russell,  Whitehouse,  and  others  proved'  clever 
vocalists.  Mr.  Alexandra,  responding  for  "  The 
\  isitors,"  spoke  of  the  delights  of  sea  angling  and 
Mr.  Oxborrow  said  that  a  strong  committee'  had 
taken  this  branch  of  sport  in  hand.  If  the  ability 
of  this  committee  may  be  judged  from  the  success 
of  this  concert,  Brighton  anglers  will  have  a  busy 
and  pleasant  time. 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association— 

With  Mr.  James  Simonds,  the  President,  in  the 
chair,  this  association  had  a  very  successful  dinner 
6.  m.  C.  E.  Keyser.  J.P.,.  and  other 
distingmshed  visitors  were  present.  The  annual 
report  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a  vigorous 
condition,  good  practical  work  such  as  preservation 
and  re-stocking  being  actively  carried  on.  A  sym- 
pathetic allusion  was  made  to  the  death  of  Mr 
Charles  Stephens,  J.P.  The  report  was  adopted! 
Mr.  James  Simonds,  J.P.,  was  re-elected  President 
ihe  dinner  which  followed  the  business  meeting 
was  a  pleasant  affair  though  the  Mayor  was  unfor- 
tunately absent.  In  toasting  "The  Association," 
Mr  Greed  reviewed  twenty-five  years' good  work  and 
looked  forward  with  hope  and  confidence.  Mr 
Lrown  responded.  An  excellent  musical  programme 
was  given,  Mr.  Davis  being  the  pianist. 
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illegal  practices.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  fines  have 
been  imposed,  a  third  offence  making  the  culprit 
smart  toi  the  tune  of  about  £5.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Court  seemed  in  favour  of  small  fines,  "  because,"  said 
he,  "  small  fines  are  paid,  but  when  the  fiae  is  large 
the  poacher  goes  to  prison  and  we  have  the  cost  of 
maintaining  him."  The  bench  rightly  took  the  view 
tHat  monetary  considerations  should  not  stop  a  deter- 
mination to  put  down  illegal  practices,  which  must 
be  suppressed  at  any  cost.  This  is  the  right  sort  of 
spirit,  and  all  true  anglers  will  say  "  hear,  hear  "  to 
the  sentiment  uttered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Work- 
ington Board. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoef  was  too  unwell  on  Monday 
evening  last  to  give  his  lantern  lecture  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  who 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  making  speedy  recoverv 
On  Monday  evening  next  Mr.  Charles  Walker  will 
deliver  a  lecture. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  just 
published  a  handy  book  containing  a  list  of  principal 
^orse  and  cattle  fairs,  racing,  steeplechase,  and  cricket 
nxtures,  and  angling  information  for  1902.  On  appli- 
cation to  the  Superintendent  of  the  line,  Liverpool- 
street  Station,  E.G.,  a  copy  will  be  sent  free  of  charge 
to  any  of  our  readers. 


News  from  Manchester  is  to  the  efiect  that  400 
large  trout  were  turned  into  the  lake  at  Trafford  Park 
on  Feb.  6.  They  arrived  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
averaged  from  nine  inches  upwards.  Eight  large 
carriers  were  necessary  to  transfer  them  from  the 
famous  Wyresdale  Fishery,  and  not  a  single  casualty 
was  recorded. 


No  sign  of  an  early  disappearance  of  the  severe 
weather  IS  visible,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
skating  being  freely  indulged  in  on  the  outskirts  of 
London  The  ice  on  the  Long  Water  at  Hampton 
Court  Palace  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  was  two 
inches  in  thickness  on  Wednesday  evening  The 
highest  temperature  in  the  palace  grounds  durin<^ 
the  day  was  twenty-nine  degrees,  and  in  the  evenini 
the  Thames  by  the  bridge  had  a  thin  covering  of  ice 
ahnost  from  bank  to  bank.  In  parts  of  the  south  of 
London,  where  fog  prevailed  all  day,  the  maximum 
temperature  was  only  twenty-eight,  or  seventeen 
degrees  below  the  February  average.  There  was  also 
good  sport  to  be  had  at  Richmond,  Walton,  Sunbury 
Shepperton,  Marlow,  Henley,  and  Maidenhead  In 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Thames  the  river  was  com- 
pletely frozen  over,  and  in  some  places  skating  could 
be  indulged  m,  though  the  ice  was  by  no  means  safe.; 

A  FRIEND  who  visited  Shor'eham  on  Monday,  and 
Leigh-on-Sea  and  Canvey  Island  on  Wednesday  tells 
me  that  on  both  those  days  he  experienced  lovely 
weather  the  country  being  bathed  in  sunshine.  How 
the  old  Dutchman  who  reclaimed  Canvey  Island  in  the 
year  sixteen  something  or  other  would  stare  if  he  saw 
the  place  to-day.  Men  of  enterprise  are  "  developing  " 
the  IS  and  in  a  wonderful  way.  Pretty  bungalows  are 
dotted  about  from  the  Benfleet  Ferry  to  the  Shell 
Beach,  and  the  winter  gardens  promise  lovely  prome- 
nades amid  fruit,  flowers,  and  foliage. 

But  the  sunshine  on  the  coast  has  not  tempted  my 
old  friends  the  guUs  away  from  Blackfriars  Bridge  and 
I'm  glad  of  it.  There  is  so  little  colour,  romaSce  or 
Ijeauty  about  our  town  life  to-day  that  I  welcome 
these  creatures  as  object  lessons  of  beauty  and  grace 
Many  a  child  trudges  a  long  distance  to  "feed  the 
gulls,  and  this  contact  with  bird  life  is  a  lesson  in 
natural  history  never  forgotten.  In  this  connection  I 
want  to  give  a  word  of  thanks  to  the  London  County 
Council  for  the  charming  aviaries  they  are  establishin'^ 
in  parks  and  open  spaces.  From  trees,  plants  and 
flowers,  birds,  beasts,  and  fishes  our  children  will 
gather  many  influences  which  will  make  them  honest 
peaceful,  and  industrious  citizens.  ' 


Distance  lends  Enchantment  to  the  View. 
There's  as  good  fish  in  the  sea 

As  ever  yet  came  out. 
The  mullet  and  the  conger  eel 

The  sewin  and  the  trout. 
The  angler  fishes  patiently 

Without  a  single  bite, 
When  all  at  once— oh,  joy  of  it! 

He  feels  his  line  grow  tight. 
A  pull,  a  snap,  and  back  again. 

His  line  is  once  more  slack  ; 
The  fish  is  gone  beneath  the  waves 

Oh  !  never  to  come  back. 

With  vacant  gaze  and  sad,  sad  stare 

The  angler  homeward  goes. 
And  tells  his  friends  he's  lost  a  "whale  "; 

He  says  so,  and  he  knows. — 

R.  W.  Vernon. 


February  15,  1902 

Some  interesting  figures  relating  to  fish  in  the 
Roundhay  Park  lakes  have  just  been  published  by  the 
Leads  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers.  Since  1891 
they  have  put  in  20,000  roach,  40,000  trout  fry  30  000 
trout  ova,  4,350  developed  trout,  6,600  minnows,  1  150 
tench  2,600  perch,  2,200  carp,  500  rudd,  300  bream, 
and  10,200  assorted  fish— a  total  of  about  118,000. 
Ihe  cost  to  the  society  of  restockiag  the  waters  during 
the  last  eleven  years  has  been  £874.  The  record  catch 
was  last  year,  when  a  king  carp  weighing  61b.  14oz. 
was  landed.  o  & 


Tired  ?    Rather  1    So  away  to  streams  and  seas 
\\  ith  rod  and  hook  and  pal,  "  one  of  the  best," 
We'll  fish  and  talk,  enjoy  the  healthy  breeze. 
The  pipe  and  social  glass- 
That  will  be  rest ! 
Tired?    Rather  1    So  away  to  wild  wayside 
To  pluck  the  flowers  again  with  boyish  zest. 
Waiting  as  our  boat  waits  for  the  tide- 
That  will  be  rest  I 

Tired  ?   Very  I    So  we'll  rise  when  birds  awake, 
Enjoy  the  day  before  we  creep  to  nest. 
And  fishing,  wishing  for  a  "jolly  take," 
We  11  thank  Heaven  we  are  tired, 
So  sweet  is— Rest  1 


Reading  anglers  have  sympathetically  expressed 
regret  at  the  death  of  the  old  and  respected  lock- 
keeper  and  water-bailiff,  Mr.  A.  Chambers,  of  Whit- 
^1^1-  L^'^^''®  ^^g''«*>  I  ^ave  chatted  with 
u  ^^^^  and  I  know  he  loved 

l?ather  Thames,"  and  performed  his  duties  in  an 
upright  and  courteous  manner. 


Overheard  at  a  ball  at  Wensleydale  one  evening 
last  week :— Lady  No.  1  to  Lady  No.  2  :  "  Look  at 
your  husband,  how  his  head  does  perspire,  to  be  sure  " 
Lady  No.  2:  "Yes;  he's  gotten  watter  on  t'  brain, 
ana  it  s  just  commencing  to  boil  1  " 


t  \^  Workington  district  they  have  been  much 
troubled  bypoachera  and  so-called  "  anglers  "  adopting 


It  was  the  pleasant  duty  of  Mr.  William  Howlett 
to  bring  forward  the  annual  balance  sheet  of  the  Lark 
Angling  Society.  It  cannot  be  said  of  the  balance 
sheet  of  the  Lark  that  there's  little  linnet— I  mean  in 

<<V;:  -n  ^^^,'^^4,™'^°^  on  which  I  can  congratulate 
the  People's  William."  Mr.  Howlett  was  able  to 
snow  that  the  financial  position  was  strong,  Mr 
Micawber  s  system  of  finance  being  adopted,  the  ex- 
penditure being  less  than  the  income.  Mr.  Micawber 
was  a  theoretical  financier,  Mr.  Howlett  is  a  practical 
one,  and  he  is  such  a  good  all  round  worker  that  the 
energy  he  manifests  and  the  energy  he  inspires  has 
caused  the  Lark  Society  to  make  rapid  strides.  My 
Wilham  Shakespeare,  another  "People's 
William,  wrote  the  line,  "  Hark,  the  lark  at  Heaven's 
gate  smgs,  '  a  line  which  was  a  prophecy  as  to  the 
happy  condition  of  this  society. 

It's  no  use.  The  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
medical  profession  may  preach  about  vaccination  as 
much  as  they  like,  but  they  cannot  get  all  the  ping 
pong  players  and  the  anglers  to  be  vaccinated.  I  am 
sorry  to  bracket  these  two  classes  together  because 
ping  pong  is  no  more  to  be  compared  with  angling 
than  kite-flying  can  be  compared  with  ballooning. 
Hut  it  IS  a  fact  that  where  one  ping  pong  player  or 
angler  cannot  use  his  arm  because  of  vaccination 
there  are  a  thousand  who  won't  be  vaccinated  because 
they  want  the  full  use  of  both  arms. 


The  sometimes  ludicrous  answers  given  by  school- 
boys at  examination  time  have  often  been  quoted. 
Heres  another:  "What  is  the  difference  between  an 
optimist  and  a  pessimist?"  enquired  the  examiner. 

Une  looks  after  your  eyes  and  the  other  after  your 
feet,   answered  the  head  boy  of  the  class. 

A  FRIEND  of  Mick's  complained  of  being  awakened 
by  a  noise  m  the  night.   Mick  replied,  "  For  my  part 
there  is  no  disturbing  me  :  if  I  don't  wake  before  I  go 
to  sleep,  there  is  no  waking  me  afterwards." 

Speaking  lately  with  a  friend  on  the  weather  and 
the  excessively  cold  winds,  the  Mick  remarked  that 
there  was  some  hope  of  a  change,  as  the  wind  was 
getting  round."    "  Faith,"  said  his  friend,  "  it's  high 
time  it  did,  for  it's  been  sharp  long  enough." 

Silvery  streamlet,  bright  and  clear. 

On,  for  ever  on,  thou  flowest. 
Tell  me  standing  musing  here. 

Whence  thou  comest,  whither  goest  ? 
From  the  dark  rock's  hidden  bed 

Over  flower  and  moss  I  hie. 
On  my  mirror-breast  is  spread 

Image  of  the  azure  sky. 
Therefore  like  a  child  I  roam 

Careless  of  whate'er  betide; 
He  who  called  me  from  the  stone. 

He,  methinks,  will  be  my  guide.'— gobthe. 

A  CARP  which  appears  to  be  subject  to  water  on  the 
brain  may  be  seen  in  a  small  aquarium  in  Gamage's 
tackle  bazaar.  Mr.  Saoret,  the  genial  manager  of  this 
department,  tells  me  that  it  invariably  swinis  with  its 
head  downwards.  The  fish  has  all  its  fins  perfect 
and  is  in  every  other  respect  normal. 


I  HAVB  been  somewhat  reproached  for  not  throwing 
my  hat  in  the  air  and  shouting  over  this  Anglo 
Japanese  treaty.  The  fact  is,  that  the  news  which 
has  surprised  all  Europe,  delighted  America,  upset  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  but  pleased  the  majority  of  his  country- 
men, was  to  me  news  somewhat  stale,  but  by  no  means 
fiat  or  unprofitable.  I  enthused  about  the  matter 
when  we  arranged  it  weeks  ago,  and  I  don't  see  the 
necessity  of  an  encore.  When  the  Marquis  Ito  read 
his  Fishing  Gazette,  when  he  saw  from  reports  of 
angling  society  dinners,  etc.,  what  a  great  nation  we 
British  are,  he  naturally  wanted  an  alliance,  and 
knowing  that  the  Japs  are  good  anglers  I  threw  no 
obstacle  in  the  way.  Of  course  there  will  now  be 
friendly  visits  between  the  two  clubs-I  mean  nations 
—and  we  shall  have  almond-eyed  Celestials  fishing  on 
the  Thames  while  some  of  us  go  fly-fishing  for  Geishas 
and  other  pretty  creatures  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Yokohama.  I  am  afraid  the  Japs  will  have  much  to 
learn  before  the  treaty,  which,  of  course,  relates  chiefly 
to  sea  sports,  can  have  full  scope.  In  the  Japanese 
language  there  are  no  really  forcible  "  swear  words." 

But  while  we  join  other  nations  in  treaty  let  us  not 
colonies.  Said  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Guild- 
hall We  know  now  that  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  Empire  was  not  the  care  of  this  country  alone, 
o^aeh  for  all  and  all  for  each,  our  children  have  shown 
they  are  prepared  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  for 
that  which  had  been  striven  for  by  statesmen  of  all 
aJ'Jies.  These  new  nations,  rising  like  stars  above  the 
world,  they  will  run  their  orbits  in  harmony  with  our 
own,  and  we  shall  transmit  to  our  descendants  this 
vast  inheritance  of  a  united  Empire."  These  are 
the  sentiments  of  ^  Dbagket. 
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Provincial  Angling  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  in  the  Midlands  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
All  the  pools  and  slow-flowing  rivers  are  frozen  over. 
The  Avon  at  certain  parts  is  covered  with  ice,  and  so 
is  the  Trent,  but  the  Severn,  being  a  much  faster 
flowing  river,  remains  open,  but  still-fishing  is  not 
practicable.  Skating  is  being  indulged  in  on  all  the 
park  pools  ;  the  pools  rented  by  the  club  in  Sutton 
Park  have  been  frozen  over  for  more  than  a 
week  now.  The  canals  are  more  or  less 
covered  with  ice,  and  the  canal  at  Brearley, 
Wilmcote,  and  up  to  Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  is 
covered  with  ice.  Under  the  circumstances  anglers 
will  have  to  remain  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation 
for  some  time  to  come.  The  Birmingham  and  District 
Angling  Association  dinner  is  fixed  for  March  15,  and 
will  be  held  at  the  Colonnade  Hotel,  New-street.  The 
Handsworth  Murdock  Society  are  doing  well.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  they  have  made  a  lot  of  members  lately, 
and  have  succeeded  in  renting  the  pool  inside  the 
Crystal  Palace  grounds,  Sutton.  This  pool  has 
a  punt  on,  and  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and 
as  it  is  only  eight  miles  from  the  city  it  will 
be  greatly  patronised.  Mr.  W.  P.  Foster  has 
been  appointed  secretary  of  the  Deriteud  Society  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  H.  Tucker.  Mr.  Foster  is  president 
of  the  St.  Stephen's  Society  ;  this  society  in  order  to 
allow  him  to  fulfil  his  numerous  engagements  con- 
nected with  angling  have  altered  their  meeting  night 
to  Wednesday.  Several  of  our  clubs  are  making 
arrangements  to  fish  contests  prior  to  the  close  season, 
providing  the  weather  be  suitable.  The  upper  reaches 
of  the  Severn  will  be  fished  very  much  if  these 
contests  come  ofi.  A  large  number  of  the  Bir- 
mingham clubs  have  been  holding  special  meetings 
during  the  last  fortnight  in  order  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  seceding  from  the  Provincial  Asso- 
ciation. In  the  majority  of  instances  the  clubs  are  in 
favour  of  the  motion,  but  more  will  be  made  known 
next  week  throught  these  notes,  as  the  special  meeting 
is  fixed  for  Thursday,  Feb.  13— this  is  after  these  notes 
have  arrived  in  London.  If  the  motion  does  not 
succeed  further  steps  will  be  taken  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  successful  issue. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  forth  this  week  in 
the  wintry  elements  to  try  their  luck,  indeed,  many  of 
the  minor  drains  have  been  frozen  up,  so  that,  as  far  as 
they  are  concerned,  sport  has  been  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  As  much  as  17deg.  of  frost  have  been 
registered  this  week,  which  is  the  lowest  point  the 
thermometer  has  touched  during  the  present  winter. 
It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  little  is  being  done. 
Towards  the  end  of  last  week,  when  the  frost  was  not 
so  intense,  several  trolling  rods  were  at  work  with 
varying  results.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham 
fished  fairly  well,  and  pike  were  captured  running  up 
to  91b.  in  the  Tattershall  district,  indeed  one  angler 
secured  a  brace  scaling  18lb.  the  pair.  Average  sport 
was  also  obtained  in  the  Forty-foot.  A  brace  and  a- 
half  taken  below  Swineshead  weighed  lejlb.,  and  two 
brace  secured  near  Donington  Bridge  turned  the  scale 
at  1711b.  Welland  anglers  also  did  fairly  well  in  the 
Deeping  district,  capturing  pike  up  to  71b.  Roach 
fishing  showed  a  marked  falling  oS,  and  there  will  be 
no  improvement  in  this  branch  of  sport  during  the 
present  cold  weather.  The  main  rivers  are  now  fringed 
with  ice,  and  angling,  generally,  is  receiving  but  scant 
attention. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  the  week  a  few  good  roach  of  over  lib. 
each  were  taken  on  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull 
by  Messrs.  T.  Barber,  Thompson,  Scott,  and  others, 
but  since  the  weather  has  been  so  winterly  in  this 
district  few  anglers  have  ventured  out;  in  fact, 
several  of  our  local  waters  are  now  (Wednesday) 
frozen  over,  and  skating  taking  the  place  of 
angling.  A  new  angling  society  has  been  formed 
m  Beverley  at  Mr.  Walter  Scott's,  on  Beck  Side, 
to  be  called  the  Beverley  Angling  Association, 
with  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson  as  president,  and  Mr. 
G.  H.  Jobson,  of  Grovehill,  hon.  sec.  ;  five 
matches  have  been  arranged  to  take  place  during 
the  season  on  the  River  Hull.  The  Globe  Angling 
Association,  of  Hull,  held  their  annual  smoker  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  10,  at  the  Burrell  Tavern  in 
Edgar-street,  wnich  was  a  great  success,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Barlow  being  in  the  chair.  The  Brunswick  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  gathering  on  Feb.  4, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  Nicholls, 
and  presented  the  prizes  for  the  past  season, 
Mr.  E.  Breaker  being ,  the  recipient  of  the  points 
prize,  and  Messrs.  J.  Carter,  F.  Sanderson,  and 
G.  Bnggs,  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  The  Butchers' 
Anglmg  Club,  of  Hull,  held  their  annual  spread  at  the 
Coa,ch  and  Horses  Hostelry  in  Mytongate,  when  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  J.  Dickenson. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  War- 
rington Anglers'  Association  a  lot  of  important  busi- 
ness was  transacted.  Thirty-two  new  members  were 
accepted.  A  design  for  their  Challenge  Shield  was 
also  approved.  The  Green  Dragon  t  Heatley  and  the 
Swan  at  Bollington  were  declared  "register"  houses 
for  recording  specimen  fish.  The  addition  of  a  similar 
arrangement  at  Lymm  is  also  suggested  as  desirable. 
A  special  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  read  and 
proved  highly  satisfactory.  The  Jolly  Anglers,  Mersey, 
and  General  Wolfe  Angling  Societies  have  been  busy 
electing  new  executives,  arranging  fixtures,  and  per- 
fecting their  constitutions.  Stocking  operations  have 
had  a  severe  check  by  the  prolonged  frost,  neverthe- 
less a  few  good  consignments  have  been  safely  trans- 
ferred. A  fine  lot  of  500  on  Saturday  last  were  destined 
for  a  new  resort  at  Altrincham,  some  eight  miles  from 
Manchester.  The  meagre  reports  to  hand  from  our 
favourite  rivers  and  streams  are  in  themselves  depres- 
sing. The  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune  all  appear  to  be 
terribly  neglected,  and  little,  if  any,  attention  is 
bestowed  upon  them.  In  spite  of  all  the  bad  weather 
a  few  decent  pike  have  found  their  way  to  this  district, 
but  all  from  strictly  private  waters. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  writer  has  been  asked  to  suggest  in  these  notes 
the  desirability  of  associations  legislating  more  for 
their  Juniors.  Adults  appear  to  forget  their  boyhood, 
when  cash  was  short,  and  what  longings  existed  for 
manhood  and  more  cash.  Warrington,  Bolton,  and 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  all  do  something  for  the 
boys,  and  also  a  few  clubs  in  this  city — for  example, 
Duke  of  Cambridge.  What  is  suggested  is  that  the 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association  take  this  item  in 
hand  with  their  usual  prompt  and  energetic  enthusiasm. 
The  Bradford,  Manchester,  Angling  Society  to-day  are 
having  a  tea  fight,  the  proceeds  to  go  towards  a  fund 
for  helping  the  boys  to  obtain  good  tackle.  On  Feb.  5 
the  Buckland  Angling  Society  held  a  social  evening, 
and  the  report  of  the  same  is  highly  interesting. 
Amongst  other  items  was  a  "shooting  match"  be- 
tween rival  teams,  and  the  veteran  treasurer  proved  a 
great  shot.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  on  Feb.  10  the 
services  of  Mr.  H.  Berry,  extending  over  a  period  of 
fifteen  years  as  secretary,  were  suitably  noted  by  the 
presentation  of  a  gold  medal.  The  Trafiord  Park 
Angling  Club,  whose  headquarters  are  in  this  city, 
planted  400  large  trout  in  the  lake  in  Trafford  Park  on 
Feb.  6.  They  arrived  in  the  best  condition,  not  one 
sickly,  and  averaged  from  nine  inches  upwards — in 
fact,  so  large  were  they  that  eight  large  carriers  were 
requisitioned  to  transfer  them  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  crippled  by  exceptionally 
severe  weather.  The  Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing, 
was  low  and  clear  and  so  favourable  to  pike  and  chub 
fishing,  but  snow  covered  the  ground  and  as  soon  as 
it  begins  to  disappear  in  earnest  the  river  is  bound  to 
undergo  a  change.  Mr.  J.  Henson  and  Mr.  A.  Wilson 
have  caught  eight  pike  in  the  former's  waters 
near  Flintham  Wood,  and  on  the  closing  day  of  the 
season  a  similar  number  was  secured  by  Mr.  C.  Rid- 
gard,  of  the  Kelham  club,  at  that  village.  A  fish  of 
12Jlb.  was  also  got  on  the  Shardlow  waters  by  a 
Nottingham  gentleman.  Bottom  fishing,  excepting 
for  chub,  with  bullock's  pith  and  brains,  has  been  very 
poor  in  consequence  of  the  frosty  nights  prevailing 
Members  of  the  City  Fox  and  Owl  Society  engaged 
in  their  winter  competition  at  Hazleford  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  G,  when  the  prizes  of!ered  for 
competition  were  won.  On  the  same  day  the 
City  Piscatorials  held  their  monthly  pegged-down 
match  at  Barton  and  Attenborough,  but  none  of  the 
prizes  were  won  owing  to  the  fish  being  entirely  off  the 
feed.  Last  week  I  stated  in  these  notes  that  Mr.  J. 
Birkin  had,  on  Feb.  5,  a  variety  of  general  fish  from 
the  King's  Mills  waters.  It  seems  that  I  was  in  error 
and  I  accordingly  regret  the  publicity  of  the  supposed 
take.  The  remarkable  trout  of  yjlb.  caught  last 
September  in  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  by  Mr.  Edward 
Peat,  of  West  Bridgeford,  Nottingham,  has  Just  been 
sent  home  by  the  taxidermist  (Williams,  of  Dublin). 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Last  week  Severn  anglers  in  this  county  were  taking 
some  fine  pike  from  the  mouths  of  tributaries  and 
quiet  backwaters.  A  notable  catch  was  that  of  Mr. 
D.  Craddock,  who  landed  a  number  of  good  fish,  the 
two  heaviest  pike  weighing  about  161b.  and  181b.  each. 
A  nice  perch  of  2Jlb.  was  also  on  view  in  the  borough. 
The  rigorous  weather  has  apparently  driven  anglers 
from  the  riverside  and  roach  and  other  coarse  fish  are 
off  feed.  However,  the  streams  are  low  and  clear,  and 
angling  is  not  impracticable,  either  for  grayling,  chub, 
roach,  or  Jack.  'The  pools  are  covered  with  snow-clad 
ice,  so  that  they  will  not  be  fished  for  a  week  or  so, 
unless  by  enthusiastic  ice-breaking  sportsmen. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  this  week  has  been  rendered  almost  im- 
possible on  most  rivers  on  account  of  the  frost,  nearly 
all  the  deeps  being  frozen  over,  and  it  is  only  where 


the  streams  run  rapidly  that  the  waters  have  been 
open.  Anglers  who  have  ventured  forth  to  seek  sport 
on  more  open  stretches  of  water  available  had  to  brave 
the  bitter  cold  atmosphere.  Conditions  last  week  were 
different,  the  weather  on  the  whole  being  suitable  for 
winter  fishing  and  the  rivers  in  good  trim  and  colour, 
and  yet  sport  was  comparatively  neglected  for  days 
together.  Prospects  were  improved  by  the  return  of 
the  frost,  but  its  increase  and  persistency,  with  snow- 
storms added,  speedily  curtailed  them  by  coating  the 
streams  with  ice.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ure 
angling  for  coarse  fish  has  ceased  for  the  season.  In 
the  Boroughbridge  lengths  of  this  river  some  nice 
grayling  have  been  taken,  also  small  baskets  of  fine 
roach  and  a  number  of  pike,  the  latter  with  live 
bait.  With  the  end  of  .January  the  grayling 
season  on  the  Wharfe  practically  closed,  though 
the  legal  time  extends  to  March  10.  The  members  of 
the  City  of  York  Angling  Club  had  their  annual 
dinner  on  Monday  night,  when  it  was  reported  that 
there  was  a  prospect  of  the  club  acquiring  waters  of 
its  own.  The  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club's 
yearly  spread  was  served  at  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel, 
Micklegate,  on  Saturday  evening  (Feb.  8),  when  a 
good  aocount  of  the  club's  doings  was  presented.  On 
Saturday  also  the  members  of  the  Wool  Pack  Angling 
Club  gathered  for  their  annual  dinner,  and  passed  a 
very  pleasant  time. 


ANNUAL  EBPORT  OF  THE  GUT 
CROP  OF  1901-2. 


Twentieth  Yeae. 

In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  for  1901-2,  I  have 
to  announce  about  an  average  quantity  in  gross  weight, 
but  there  is  a  large  preponderance  of  the  lower  grades  ; 
of  high-class  qualities  ("  Selecto  ")  the  amount  is  one 
of  che  smallest  on  record. 

This  applies  in  even  a  still  greater  degree  to  the 
thinnest  trout  gufc,  and  the  heaviest  salmon,  and  in 
these  two  qualities  a  rise  in  price  may  be  anticipated 
ere  the  close  of  the  season. 

The  Italian  crop  of  "  Grecia  "  is  this  year  more  than 
ordinarily  satisfactory,  having  regard  alike  to  both 
quality  and  colour  and  had  it  not  been  for  this,  the 
extreme  shortage  of  Spanish  gut  would  have  had  the 
efJect  of  clearing  off  all  surplus  stock,  but  notwith- 
standing this,  in  consequence  of  the  largely  increasing 
demand  from  America,  the  season  may  be  expected  to 
close  with  a  smaller  stock  than  has  ever  before  been 
known. 

Sea-fishing  Gut. — Angling  in  the  sea  is  becoming 
more  popular  year  by  year,  rods,  reels,  and  fine  lines 
are  now  being  used  in  place  of  the  old-fashioned 
boatman's  hand-lines,  thereby  necessitating  the  use  of 
good,  strong,  single  gut.  The  following  four  numbers 
will  meet  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  sea  angler  : 
No.  1  sea-fishing  gut,  10  inch  ;  No.  2  sea-fishing  gut, 
stouter,  12  inch ;  No.  3  sea-fishing  gut,  ex.  stout, 
12  inch ;  No.  4  sea-fishing  gut,  ex.  ex.  stout,  12  inch. 

Begulab. — Under  this  description  comes  all  gut  of 
medium  thickness  without  reference  to  quality.  Gut 
of  this  thickness  is  suitable  for  medium  trout  tackle 
and  casts,  or  for  bottom  fishing,  but  only  where  very 
fine  is  not  requisite. 

Second  Padbon. — Next  stouter  than  "  Regular." 
Used  chiefly  for  lake  casts.  A  good,  clear,  round  gut, 
and  useful  for  minnow  tackle. 

Fiest  Padbon. — Usually  known  as  strong  lake  gut. 
A  little  stouter  than  "  Second  Padron,"  and  specially 
adapted  for  heavy  lake  and  sea-trout  casts.  Frequently 
used  for  twisting  for  collars. 

Salmon  Gut. — The  term  "  IMarana  "  is  applied  to 
salmon  gut  of  the  lighter  kinds,  and  is  suitable  for 
fishing  where  grilse  and  medimn-sized  salmon  are 
found.  For  the  heavier  fish,  what  is  known  as  "  Double 
thick  Marana"  and  "  Imperial  "  will  be  found  neces- 
sary, and  for  the  heaviest  fish,  in  strong  running 
streams,  "  Hebra,"  the  very  stoutest,  will  be  required. 
This  last  quality  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  of  courso 
correspondingly  expeisive,  but  where  heavy  salmon 
are  met  with  will  be  found  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 

FiNA. — The  "  Fina  "  gut  is  next  finer  than  "  Regular.  ' 
Can  be  used  for  all  kinds  of  angling  for  trout  and  coarse 
fish  where  the  very  finest  tackle  is  not  requisite. 

Refina. — A  term  used  to  signify  the  finest  gut  in  its 
natural  state — that  is,  not  drawn.  It  is  finer  than 
"  Fina,"  and  when  even  and  round  is  very  valuable. 
It  is  much  in  demand  for  fine  casts  for  large  trout, 
being  stronger  than  drawn  gut  of  equal  thickness. 

Picked  Got. — The  best  gut  selected  from  the  hank, 
trimmed  ready  for  tying;  every  strand  thoroughly 
reliable.  In  ordering  this  gut,  always  state  whether 
wanted  extra  fine,  fine,  or  medium,  but  it  must  not  be 
expected  to  be  quite  so  fine  as  drawn  gut.  Used 
mostly  for  dry  fly  points. 

Dbawn  Gut. — The  process  of  drawing  takes  some- 
what from  the  strength  of  the  gut,  but  its  extreme 
fineness  renders  it  available  for  tying  the  smaller  flies 
on  fine  hooks,  and  will  best  meet  the  angler's  require- 
ments under  the  conditions  of  bright  sun  and  low, 
clear  water.  Made  in  six  degrees  of  fineness — Ix,  2s, 
3x,  4x,  5x,  6x.  Robeet  Ramsbottom. 
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ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

S.  T.— Thanks,  will  use  it. 


Corresponbence. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

WILD  RAINBOWS  IN  GERMANY. 

Dear  Me.  Maeston, — The  rainbows  I  reported 
upon  as  running  up  our  brooks  to  spawn  on  the  same 
redds  as  the  fontinalis  and  brown  trout  are  wild  fish. 

They  are  the  oSspring  of  rainbows  planted  about 
nine  years  ago,  and  though  we  take  a  good  few  out  of 
these  brooks  every  year  to  make  sure  of  wild  rainbow 
milters  (the  tame  milters  being  just  as  inferior  for 
milting  purposes  with  rainbows  as  with  brown  trout 
and  fontinalis)  we  find  quite  enough  youngsters  in 
the  brooks  to  keep  up  the  stock  without  any  need  of 
artificial  restocking.  It  is  true  the  fontinalis  increase 
to  a  larger  extent  in  these  same  brooks  than  either 
rainbows  or  brown  trout,  but  I  ascribe  this  to  the 
unfortunately  very  strongly  marked  cannibalistic 
tendency  and  superior  sharpness  of  the  American 
brook  trout. 

The  rainbow,  I  venture  to  think,  will  quite  hold 
its  own  in  suitable  waters,  and  the  only  fear  I  have 
for  this  fine  fish  is  that  by  planting  it  in  the  wrong 
waters  failure  should  be  courted.  The  rainbow  is 
essentially  a  fish  for  deep,  sluggish  waters,  lakes,  and 
reservoirs,  and  it  ought  never  to  be  planted  where 
brown  trout  thrive.  Our  brown  trout  waters  over 
here,  and  I  dare  say  with  you  as  well,  are  none  too 
many,  but  there  are  a  great  many  waters  quite  unsuit- 
able to  brown  trout,  and  where  the  rainbow  thrives 
and  would  oust  only  inferior  and  non-sporting  fish. 

I  believe  that  the  great  importance  of  using  milt 
from  wild  milters  only  for  artificial  fecundation  is 
scarcely  yet  appreciated  as  it  ought  to  be.  Artificial 
culture  may  improve  the  female  trout  and  the  develop- 
ment of  fine  healthy  eggs  very  much  indeed,  and  it 
will  do  the  female  trout  no  harm  to  be  kept  in 
domestication  if  on  the  right  sort  of  food  (sea  fish, 
shrimps,  mussels,  etc.). 

The  males,  however,  from  such  tame  lots  show,  if 
their  milt  be  microscopically  examined,  a  strong 
percentage  of  dead  or  inert  spermatozoa  even  in 
quite  healthy  and  creamy  looking  milt,  whilst  in  wild 
males  these  inert  spermatozoa  are  totallj'  absent. 

I  happened  to  receive  a  few  days  ago  a  report  from 
the  Bavarian  Government  official  which  may  interest 
you,  and  I  underline  that  part  of  his  report  referring 
to  this  very  subject. 

The  steelhead  trout  his  report  refers  to  as  exceeding 
the  rainbow  in  growth  are  out  of  a  lot  of  eggs  I 
presented  to  the  State  hatchery  two  years  &ao. 
Steelheads  do  wonderfully  well  here,  too,  and  I  am 
sure  this  fine  fish  (a  cousin  of  the  rainbow,  no  doubt, 
and  of  great  sporting  capabilities)  will  make  its  mark 
ere  long.- — Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffk, 

Rittergut  Sandfort, 

Osnabriick,  Hanover,  Feb.  5. 

[Many  years  ago  I  told  the  late  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  of 
Guildford,  that  I  was  convinced  that  the  continual 
breeding  from  fish  kept  in  confinement  for  the  purpose 
was  a  mistake  as  far  as  getting  the  best  fish  for  re- 
stocking open  waters  was  concerned.  I  urged  him 
and  other  fish  breeders  to  obtain  fresh  blood  from 
absolutely  wild  stock  from  rivers  where  no  artificially 
bred  fish  had  been  introduced.  I  hope  that  the  im- 
portant fact  mentioned  by  Herr  Jaffe  will  bear  fruit. 
The  Bavarian  Government  official's  report  to  which 
he  refers  is  to  the  effect  that  the  microscope  shows 
that  whereas  the  milt  taken  from  fish  reared  in  con- 
finement always  contains  a  certain  proportion  of  dead 
spermatozoa,  that  from  wild  fish  is  perfectly  healthy, 
and  that  since  he  has  adopted  the  plan  of  fertilising 
with  milt  from  wild  fish  the  percentage  of  dead  eggs  in 
his  boxes  is  almost  nil,  and  the  eggs  from  his  trout  are 
almost  all  of  an  intense  red  colour.  He  adds  that  he 
finds  his  steelhead  trout  do  remarkably  well,  growing 
even  faster  than  rainbows. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  ITALY. 

Deab  Sie, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Henry  B. 
Weston,  may  be  assured  that  there  are  monster  trout, 
up  to  201b.,  and  even  301b.,  in  the  big  Italian  lakes. 
They  are  mostly  caught  by  professional  fishermen, 
whom  I  saw,  during  a  brief  visit  to  Lake  Maggiore, 
using  half-a-mile  or  so  of  line,  paid  out  from  a  huge 
reel  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  with  a  score  or  two  of 
peculiar  narrow  oblong  spoons  at  short  intervals,  but 
they  did  not  get  a  fish  every  time  they  went  out.  I 
should  recommend  trolling  with  such  rods  and  tackle 
as  are  used  for  salmon  on  Loch  Tay,  trace  heavily 
leaded,  so  as  to  sink  very  deep,  and  spoons,  phantoms, 
and  other  artificials  could  be  tried,  in  addition  to  sprats 
(in  formalin  solution)  and  local  natural  baits,  on 
Crocodile  or  other  good  spinners. 

The  visitor  would  have  to  make  terms  with  some  of 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


the  native  boatmen  at  first  to  take  him  over  the 
likeliest  ground,  foregoing  for  once  the  use  of  their 
beloved  "  long  line." 

Of  course  a  gafl  should  be  taken,  or  a  very  large 
landing-net. 

The  trout  in  the  lakes  do  not  as  a  rule  rise  at  all  well 
to  the  fly,  but  fly  and  small  Devons  should  be  tried  in 
the  shallower  waters  near  the  inflow  of  tributary 
streams,  and  in  parts  of  Como  and  other  lakes  there 
are  dace-like  fish  which  often  take  fly  freely.  There 
are  trout  in  most  of  the  tributaries,  the  higher  up  the 
better,  I  think.  I  saw  some,  in  April,  1896,  in  the 
little  river  which  flows  from  Lake  Lugano  into  Lake 
Maggiore,  near  Luino,  especially  near  Cremanega, 
about  half-way,  but  they  were  heavilv  fished  by  the 
natives,  and  very  irresponsive  to  my  overtures,  in  fact 
I  only  got  one  small  trout,  and  that  was  close  down 
to  the  lake.  I  saw  some  boatmen  anchored  near  the 
inflow,  pulling  out  a  fish  now  and  then.  Mr.  Weston 
must  not  expect  good  sport  with  the  smaller  trout  of 
the  tributaries,  nor  frequent  captures  of  the  monsters 
of  the  lakes,  but  even  a  little  sport  serves  to  enhance 
the  enjoyment  of  the  glorious  scenic  surroundings  of 
those  parts,  and  if  he  perseveres  with  his  deep  troUino-, 
and  is  lucky,  he  may  perchance  get  hold  of  something 
remarkable  in  the  way  of  a  specimen  trout.  I  wish  he 
may  get  one  as  big  and  beautiful  as  the  291b.  Salmo 
fario  from  Loch  Stennis,  which  is  one  of  the  ornaments 
of  the  Flyfishers'  Club.  I  have  not  fished  much  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  lakes,  but  in  other  parts  of 
Italy  I  found  that  the  lower  reaches  of  the  rivers 
generally  held  chub  and  sometimes  barbel,  and  the 
upper  waters  among  the  mountains  fair  numbers  of 
trout,  but  these  stretches  were  of  so  torrential  a 
character  as  to  be  more  fit  for  worm  or  minnow  than 
fly ;  in  fact,  I  only  found  one  really  good  bit  of  fly 
water.— Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Feb.  10. 


February  15,  1902 


FISHING  IN  ITALY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent's  query, 
fourteen  years  ago  I  fished  Lake  Como  for  ten  days  at 
the  end  of  April.  I  took  with  me  special  spinning 
tackle,  suitable  to  the  great  depths  at  which  the  large 
predatory  trout  lie,  and  a  stout  pike  spinning-rod,  with 
a  reel  large  enough  to  hold  three  hundred  yards  of 
medium  glazed  salmon  line.  All  the  days  I  was 
there  the  lake  was  very  clear  and  the  surface  like 
glass,  so  the  only  chance  was  by  "trailing"  with  about 
two  hundred  yards  of  line  out. 

It  is  said  that  about  dawn  the  trout  lie  near  the 
surface,  but  the  first  steamer  that  passes  (often  very 
early)  causes  them  to  disappear  into  the  depths  of  the 
lake. 

I  found  out  that  April  is  far  too  early  for  this  very 
deep  lake,  and  that  there  is  very  little  chance  of  sport 
before  midsummer. 

Even  early  in  May  the  water  was  icy  cold  eighteen 
inches  below  the  surface.  The  imniense  depth  of 
the  lake,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  fed  by  glacier- 
nourished  streams,  cause  it  to  be  very  late  before  it  is 
fit  to  fish.  However,  it  certainly  contains  the  true 
great  lake  trout  of  the  Old  World  (grey  trout),  for  I 
saw  a  small  specimen  (about  81b.)  at  the  Villa  D'Este 
Hotel  at  Cernobbia,  caught  by  the  netsmen. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Cyprinus,  bearing  close 
general  resemblances  to  our  chub  and  dace,  and  of 
about  the  same  average  size,  which  may  easily  be 
caught  by  any  expert  roach  fisherman,  especially  at 
the  mouth  of  any  mountain  stream  during  rain. 
However,  these  fish  are  very  well  educated,  and  must 
be  fished  for  if  you  want  to  catch  them. 

There  is  also  plenty  of  "  agoni "  (local  name),  like 
small  bleak. 

Strange  monsters  inhabit  the  depths  according  to 
local  beliefs.  I  was  credibly  informed  by  a  party  of 
three  Englishmen  of  a  flat-fish  of  vast  proportions 
which  they  had  seen  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  water 
in  a  shallow  place,  and  which  they  had  attempted  to 
spear.  I  am  unaware  of  any  fish  inhabiting  fresh 
waters  which  in  any  way  corresponds  with  the  appari- 
tion as  it  was  described  to  me. 

The  captain  of  a  steamer  on  the  lake  solemnly 
declared  to  me  that  his  ship  had  collided  with  and 
killed  a  pike  six  feet  long,  and  added  that  he  had  seen 
plenty  of  pike  much  larger  than  that  in  the  lake. 

However  this  may  be,  there  are  certainly  big  fish  in 
the  lake,  and  if  your  correspondent  must  try  as  early 
in  the  year  as  April  I  should  advise  him  to  fish  the 
shallowest  arms  of  the  lake,  where  the  water  will  not 
be  quite  so  cold. 

I  am  told  the  lake  of  Garda  is  the  best  for  trout, 
not  Como. — Yours  truly,  A.  Wobsley. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  who 
asks  for  information  as  to  the  sport  to  be  obtained 
upon  Lake  Como,  North  Italy,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  I  tried  this  lake  with  trolling  tackle  used  behind 
a  boat,  some  twelve  years  ago,  and  caught  pike  up  to 
121b.,  while  my  gimp  trace  was  twice  cut  through  by 
very  much  larger  fish.  Both  on  this  lake  and  on 
Lake  Garda  I  heard  rumours  of  large  lake  trout,  but 
I  never  knowingly  ,had  one  on,  though  a  friend  of 


mme,  staymg  at  the  same  hotel,  declared  he 
hooked  one,  which  he  reckoned  about  81b.  in  weight. 
The  baits  used  were  long  white  metal  spoons,  but  I 
thmk  any  such  bait  as  Carter's  Wagtail  or  Foster's 
Kill-devil  would  answer.  Deep  trolling  is  advisable 
as  the  water  is  any  depth  you  like,  and  I  found  near 
the  rocky  shores  the  best  place.?.— Yours  truly, 

B.'  C.  L. 


FISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— If  Jlr.  Fedden,  or  any  others  interested 
will  kindly  look  back  to  my  article  again  (Feb.  1)  he 
will  see  that  the  quotation  he  gives  from  it  is  hardly 
fair.  The  sentence,  "It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
make  a  basket  of  thirty  fish  weighing  as  many  pounds 
in  a  few  hours  of  a  morning"  must  be  read  along 
with  the  preceding  and  succeeding  clauses,  which  are 
mainly  as  follows:  "Nothing  brings  them  (that  is 
the  sea-trout)  on  the  coast  like  a  bit  of  a  spate' 
and  .  .  .  now  and  again  .  .  .  every  voe  and  burn  is 
crowded  with  fresh-run  beauties.  ...  It  is  no  un- 
common thing  (then)  to  make  a  basket  of  thirty  fish, 
etc.,  in  a  few  hours  of  a  morning,  when  tU  condition's 
arc  at  all  favourable." 

Nothing  would  be  further  from  my  mind  than  to 
lead  anyone  astray  by  such  gross  exaggeration  that 
any  and  every  angler  could  make  such  baskets  at  all 
times ;  yet  when  such  have  at  times  been  done,  I  do 
not  see  the  force  of  hiding  them,  and  if  Mr.  Bathgate 
(Yell),  Mr.  Cautly  (Aberdeen),  Mr.  Cassels  (Mintlaw), 
and  others  care  to  speak  out,  they  can  testify  to  it.  - 
But  it  is  not  "  a  common  experience,"  as  Mr.  Fedden 
puts  it.  That  is  quite  different  from  saying,  "  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing,"  under  certain  specified  conditions. 

Mr.  Fedden  should  have  noted  that  I  said  in  my 
article,  "These  heavy  fish  are  not  common";  and 
again,  "The  angling  season  in  Shetland  has  not  been 
so  good  of  late  years  "  ;  and,  further  on,  that,  "  If  one 
wanted  good  sea-trout  fishing  for  nothing,  with  shooting 
and  other  health-giving  ingredients  thrown  into  the 
bargain,"  etc.,  go  to  Shetland. 

Mr.  Fedden  is  at  liberty  to  give  his  own  experiences 
and  to  criticise  my  article  to  the  full,  but  he  must 
please  keep  to  the  context,  and  especially  the  spirit  of 
the  whole  article. 

In  this  connection  I  may  mention  that  on  the  Don 
(tidal),  Ythan,  Ugie,  Spey  (tidal),  but  never,  or  "hardly 
ever,"  the  Dee,  baskets  of  301b.,  351b.,  and  401b.  fin- 
nock  and  sea-trout  are  not  unknown  under  certain 
favourable  conditions  ;  but  to  say  that  they  are  common 
or  that  any  and  every  angler  can  make  them,  would  be 
beside  the  truth.  Yet,  it  one  be  lucky  enough  to  be 
on  the  spot,  the  fish  about,  and  on  the  feed,  the  sport 
is  really  grand. 

As  for  myself  I  have  been  several  times  in  Shetland, 
but  I  never  went  in  quest  of  a  101b.  sea-trout,  nor  have 
the  gods  ever  deigned  there  to  bless  me  with  a  301b. 
basket  of  trout.  I  once  reached  nigh  201b.,  and  I  may 
say  that  my  average  basket  during  my  last  trip  of 
which  I  have  any  record  was  from  121b.  to  141b.  for 
the  eight  days'  wandering  from  place  to  place.  But 
then  I  "  fiddled  away  "  my  time,  and  so  did  my  chum. 

We  always  started  in  the  morning  with  good  inten- 
tions to  give  a  fair  trial  to  see  what  we  really  could 
do,  but,  like  many  other  good  intentions,  they  went 
also  to  make  paving  stones. — Yours  truly,       G.  M. 

[Our  old  correspondent,  "  G.  M.,"  does  not,  we  feel 
sure,  make  misleading  paving  stones  intentionally  ;  but 
what  is  the  good  of  stating  that  under  certain  condi- 
tions it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  catch  301b.  of  sea- 
trout  (not  with  the  net,  but  with  rod  and  line)  in  a  few 
hours  of  a  morning,  and  then  to  have  to  write  a  long 
letter  to  try  to  make  out  that  "  no  uncommon  thing  " 
means  really  a  very  unusual  bit  of  luck.  His  own 
baskets  of  121b.  to  141b.  a  day,  made  in  spite  of  his 
good  intentions,  are  apparently  common  enough,  but  he 
cannot  expect  anglers  who  want  to  verify  his'paving 
stones  to  go  all  the  way  to  Shetland. — Ed.] 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  article  on 
"  American  Bait  Casting,"  and  also  to  thank  Mr.  C. 
Levison  for  his  kind  answers  to  my  letters  on  the 
subject.  Oddly  enough,  in  your  issue  that  contains 
his  last  letter,  I  find  an  article  on  "  Spinning  for 
Salmon,"  by  Mr.  P.  Geen,  in  which  he  describes  a 
method  of  casting  that  strikes  me  as  being  the  solu- 
tion to  my  difficulties.  At  any  rate,  I  intend  to  try  it 
—Yours  truly,  Feank  T.  Claek. 

Dalton-in-Furness. 


SHOTS  AND  PELLETS. 

Dear  Sie,— In  Greville  Pennell's  "  The  Book  of  the 
Roach,"  page  31,  he  says  :  "  We  generally  place  one 
shot  about  six  inches  from  the  hook,  about  nine  inches 
higher  two  or  three  small  lead  pellets  of  the  shape  of 
grains  of  oats,  and  about  three  feet  above  these  as 
many  larger  pellets  of  the  same  shape  as  are  necessary 
to  complete  the  loading."    Can  any  of  your  readers 

inform  me  where  these  pellets  can  be  obtained  ?  

Yours  truly,  T.  Wentworth  Falconer. 

[Thejr  majr  be  obtained  at  most  tackle-dealers.— Ed.] 
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GREAT  OFFER 

IN    HIGHEST  GRADE 


{Fishing  Stockings  and  Brogues  all  in  One). 


To  be 

Cleared 


REGARDLESS  of  COST 


All  good  and  reliable, 
son  is,  we  are  giving 
particular  makes  and 
one    new    Boot  at 

36  Pairs  solid  built 
"Buckland  "  com- 
bination 

WADING  BOOTS 

Recommended  for  hard  icear.  Made 
in  our  No.  1  Gold  3Iedal  Qualify, 
ivith  high  leather  Brogiies  attached, 
lined  box  cloth  with  solid  pure  rubber 
between. 
(Wei^liti   a.t>out   Si  lbs.) 


Price  84/- 


FOR 


PER  PAIR,  postage  9d. 
AU  Sizes,  6's  to  U's. 

CASH  ONLY. 


The  only  rea- 
up  these  two 
substituting 

/- 


34  Pairs 

"Hampshire" 
Combination 

WADERS. 


Recommended  for  light  wear.  Made 
in  our  No.  2  Gold   Medal  Quality, 
witJi  leatJier  Brogue  attached. 
(Wei^lut    a,bout    4  lbs.) 


Price  551- 


FOR 


PER  PAIR,  postage  7d.  extra. 
All  Sizes,  5's  to  ll's. 


»     ^  "JjfaSTA.HAHo.  ANDERSONS "LONDOr^   UL.I11J      size  ot  usual  weannc:  Doot. 

ANDERSONS'  LTD.,  wl';o%p^"o^o'4?s.  37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


SEND 


outliuc  of  foot  ou  paper  or  state 
size  of  usual  \vearin<T  boot. 
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FISHING  IN  GLEN  LYON. 
Dear  Sib,— Having  fished  from  the  bank  in  Glen 
Lyon  the  last  four  or  five  years,  I  can  endorse  every 
word  my  friend  Mr.  Philip  Geen  has  written  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  1,  and  was  much  interested  in 
reading  his  account  of  it. 

I  have  fished  in  a  good  many  rivers  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Norway,  and  I  venture  to  say  I  consider 
the  Lyon  the  most  sporting  one  I  ever  tried  for  salmon 
m. 

I  thought  I  knew  something  about  fishing  and 
spmning,  but  had  the  conceit  taken  out  of  me  when  I 
fortuuately  came  in  contact  with  Mr.  Philip  Geen  five 
years  ago  at  Fortingall  Hotel,  who  quite  surpassed  any- 
one I  ever  saw  in  casting  a  long  and  accurate  line.  I 
was  not  long  in  adopting  his  method  in  all  its  details, 
and  am  now  rigged  out  a  la  Geen.  I  shall  look  forward 
to  Mr.  Geen's  further  contributions  in  your  paper  — 
lours  truly,  A.  C.  Johnsox. 


GREAT  TEOUT  OF  LAC  LEMAN  (LAKE  OF 

GENEVA),  WEIGHT  25lb. 
Dear  Sik,— The  beautiful  photograph  of  this  fine  fish, 
called  by  various  names— namely,  salmon  trout,  Salmo 
L(manus,_  Fario  Lc'manus,  or  Tnitta  variabilis:  G. 
Lunel*— is  from  a  remarkablv  fine  specimen  taken  by 
permission  of  M.  Genetti,  of  the  Avenue  NestK', 
Montreux,  at  whose  place  it  was  seen  by  crowds  of 
visitors  to  the  International  Fine  Art  Exhibition  now 
open  m  that  neighbourhood.  Another,  not  quite  so 
well  formed,  which  was  recently  exposed  at  the 
magasm  of  the  Societe  de  Comestibles,  in  the  Avenue 
du  Kursaal,  weighed  271b.  or  281b. 

The  position  in  which  the  fish  was  photographed, 
hanging  by  the  lower  lip  in  order  to  interfere  least 
with  its  shape,  appears,  on  account  of  its  weight,  to 
have  slightly  turned  up  the  head  and  shifted  the 
greatest  girth  a  little  aft.  It  was  stated  to  have  been 
taken  trolling  from  a  boat. 


THE  Fismi^a  GAZETTE 

wonders  at  the  calm  audacity  (or  ignorance)  of 
those  who  write  such  misleading  letters  to  the  papers. 
I  first  knew  the  river  there  quite  forty-five  years  ago, 
and  it  was  pretty  well  thrashed  and  poached  even  then! 
In  October  and  November  there  is  some  fairly  good 
salmon  fishing  to  be  had  if  the  state  of  the  river 
permits  the  ascent  of  the  fish,  but  in  February 
onwards  it  is  a  case  of  killing  foul  fish  and  being 
liable  to  a  heavy  fine.— Yours  truly,        E.  M.  Tod. 

SPRING  SALMON  FISHING  AT  INNER- 
LEITHEN. 

Dear  Sir,— There  cannot  be  a  spring  salmon  within 
twenty  miles  of  Innerleithen  at  this  season, 
although  the  liver  is  doubtless  full  of  kelts,  with  a 
few  late  spawners.  Anarchy  prevails  in  that  Alsatia— 
nobody  will  interfere  to  prevent  fishers  killing  kelts  ■ 
but  I  don't  think  the  Fishing  Gazette  ought  to  be 
made  _  the  vehicle  of  an  advertisement  inviting 
assassins  to  their  deadly  work.  I  was  due  on  a  North 
of  Scotland  salmon  river  next  Thursday,  but  a  wire 
last  night  conveys  the  pleasing  information  that  it 
has  been  frozen  solid  for  a  fortnight. — Yours  truly, 

^'eb.  9.  House  o'  Commons. 

IE'  [Much  obliged  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  and  "  House  o' 
Commons  "  for  this  correction.  We  put  in  C.  Moffat's 
letter  fully  expecting  that  it  would  bring  some  one 
who  knows  on  to  the  scene  to  reply.  Innerleithen 
seems  to  be  an  angler's  Inferno  instead  of  Paradise  as 
C.  M.  describes  it. — Ed.] 


GRILLED  DEVIL  FISH  IS  SAID  TO  BE 
GOOD. 

Dear  Sir, — Y'our  correspondents  seem  to  have 
fought  shy  of  the  edible  qualities  of  the  fishing  frog. 
How  he  would  taste  "boiled  I  do  not  know,  for  I  have 
never  tried,  but  the  smaller  sizes,  skinned,  cut  into 
strips  of  the  thickness  of  a  finger,  salted  and  dried  in 


Great  Lake  Trout  of  Lac  Leman 


(Lake  op  Geneva),  Weight  25lb. 


Seen  perfectly  fresh  it  was  iridescent,  shot  with 
golden  olive,  pink  and  flesh  colour,  silver  grey  and 
white,  with  deep  red  and  yellow  in  parts  of  the  under 
fins.  The  external  resemblance  of  these  magnificent 
silvery  fish  with  black  spotted  sides  to  salmon  is  great, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  the  lake  at  least,  they 
are  not  caught  with  rod  and  fly,  but  anglers  do 
occasionally  catch  them  ascending  the  Rhone  and 
other  streams  of  its  valley  in  autumn,  when  they  have 
been  taken  up  to  six  and  ten  pounds  spinning  with 
dead  minnow. 

Some  of  the  angling  visitors  to  this  neighbourhood, 
despite  the  late  inclement  weather,  have  already 
accompanied  the  fishermen  who  seek  these  lake  trout, 
fishing  with  long  lines  and  spoons,  etc.  Colonel 
Yaldwin  caught  four,  the  largest  about  two  pounds, 
between  INIontreux  and  Bouveret  on  the  opposite  shore, 
and  Mr.  Garstin  took  one  of  four  pounds  quite  lately 
—Yours  faithfully,  Benwyan. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  our  courteous  corre- 
spondent. Some  years  ago  a  superb  301b.  trout  from 
the  Lake  of  Geneva  was  sent  to  our  office.  It  had 
been  brought  over  in  ice,  and  was  in  perfect  preserva- 
tion. But  we  have  never  yet  seen  any  trout  so  hand- 
some as  the  Loch  Stennis  fish  in  the  possession  of  the 
My  i  ishers'  Club,  to  whicfa  it-  was  presented  by  Mr 
P.  p.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  who  coloured  the  cast 
admirably. — Ed.] 


THAT  "TERRA  INCOGNITA"  INNERLEITHEN. 

Dear  Sib,— It  really  is  too  wicked.  Who  on  earth 
with  a  gram  of  common-sense  or  common  fairness 
would  recommend  the  hapless  angler  to  go  salmon 
fishing  at  this  season  of  the  year  on  the  Tweed 
at  Innerleithen  ?  Should  anyone  still  determine  to 
go,  he  had  better  be  provided  with  a  few  extra  pounds 
over  and  above  his  ordinary  expenses  I  So  far  up  as 
Innerleithen,  the  chance  of  killing  a  clean  fish  at  this 
time  of  the  year  is  next  to  ml.  They  are  (nearly)  all 
spent  fish  kelts,  m  fact,  and  the  water  bailiffs  will 
most  kindly  take  charge  of  the  first  fish  that  the 
Ignorant  stranger  kills,  and  will  teach  him  that  salmon 
fisnmg  m  free  water,  has  its  objections  in  the  early 
spring,  at  that  portion  of  the  river  Tweed  One 
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the  sun,  and  either  grilled  or  eaten  raw,  are  not  only 
I  good,  but  remarkably  good.— Yours  truly 

f^f^T'^l-     ,      ,  Edwin'j.  Whitb. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  White  It  is  useful  to  know 
that  even  the  angler  or  devil  fish  can  be  eaten 
-Unowing  that  science  gives  uncooked  fish  a  bad  name 
!  as  a  medium  for  conveying  tape-worm  and  other 
parasites  into  the  human  body,  we  always  advise  the 
thorough  cooking  of  fish  and  flesh  also.  The  saltinff 
and  drying  has  no  effect  on  the  "  wums."— Ed.] 

OPENING  OF  TWEED  SPRING 
SALMON  PISHING. 

Dear  Sib,- We  notice  the  letter  of  Mr.  C.  Moffatt 
of  Innerleithen,  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  and  while 
we  have  no  doubt  that  what  Mr.  Moffat  says  is  quite 
true,  we  would  like  to  make  this  correction 

In  his  letter  he  says  :  "Messrs.  Hardy  of  Alnwick 
the  great  rod  makers,  say  that  Innerleithen  is  an  ideai 
spot  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there  are 
no  less  than  eight  Hardys  in  the  management  of 
Hardy  Brothers,  all  of  whom  fish.  Two  of  them  were 
fishing  at  Innerleithen  last  autumn  and  caught  a  few 
fish,  and  they  wei;e  quite  delighted  with  the  place  and 
its  possibilities.  The  two  gentlemen  in  question  how- 
ever, are  not  "  the  Firm,"  and  so  far  as  the  firm  i's  con- 
cerned we  have  to  say  that  we  cannot  from  personal 
knowledge  corroborate  Mr.  Moffatt's  statement  as  to 
spring  fishing. 

Personally,  we  are  only  too  glad  to  learn  that  we 
need  not  go  so  far  from  home  for  spring  fishing  as  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  do,  and  that  it  is  so  much 
less  expensive.— Yours  faithfully 

Alnwick,  N.B.  Hardy  Brothers. 

THE  SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLER'S 
WILL-O'-THE-WISP. 

"qr,«n,^1^Q^'7l^.  ^'^'y  surprising  to  me  that 
bpecial  Scotch  _'  has  not  shown  his  usual  alertness 
this  week  in  having  failed  to  notice  the  reappear- 
ance of  this  remarkable  "  phenomenons,"  as  "  Du-ald 
Cratur  might  call  it.  Any  angling  novice  might  be 
on  the  qui  Vive  nowadays  and  at  this  time  of  the 
year  for  its  reappearance. 
Such  a  good  joke  it  is,  too,  to  perpetrate  on  the  Scotch 

?h?rd"ir''T*J-        8°°'^'  tl^^t  this  is  the 

third  session  of  Parliament  in  which  the  Lord  Advo- 
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cate  has  forestalled  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  by  bringing 
It  forward  quite  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  It  i1 
such  a  good  joke,  and  my  imagination  is  so  strong 
that  I  fancy  I  see  my  noble  lord  laughing  up  the 
sleeve  of  his  gown  (metaphorically  speaking)  at  the 
puir  deluded  fisher  bodies  i'  the  north. 

Talk  about  "  trailing  a  red  herrin'  across  your  path  " 
it  s  more  aggravating  than  hitting  ye  on  the  mou'  wi' 
ane.  Last  year  it  appeared  as  "A  Close  Time  for 
Trout  Bill  for  Scotland,"  and  this  year,  the  better  to 
effect  a  delusion,  it  reappears  as  "A  Bill  for  the 
mu®"^  Protection  of  Freshwater  Fishes  in  Scotland." 
The  Scottish  trout  anglers  have  shown  a  shrewd  and 
keen  sense  of  perception.  Talk  about  a  Scotchman 
not  being  able  to  see  a  joke  I  That  idea  has  been 
?u  fj7*^^P^°^^'^-  Knowing  well  that  it  was  a  Will-o'- 
the-Wisp,  they  have  stood  by  callously  and  let  others 
be  taken  in.  They  know  a  thing  or  two  these  Scottish 
trout  anglers, 

The  Upper  Ward  of  Lanarkshire  Clyde  Angling 
Protective  Association  have  been  up  and  about  be- 
times, and  in  a  rash  endeavour  to  lay  hold  of  this 
fleeting  substance  have  already  requisitioned  by  letter 
the  services  of  every  Scotch  M.P.  to  capture  this 
delusive  object.  Well  done,  Upper  Ward,  and  not  the 
first  time  either.  May  every  success  attend  your  bold 
venture.  Mayhap  if  a  well  organised  and  combined 
attack  were  made,  this  Will-o'-the-Wisp,  or  fishy  (or 
shall  I  say  finny)  De  Wet,  might  at  last  be  captured. 

The  most  notable  attempts  at  capture  last  year  (for 
which  many  Scotch  anglers  were  truly  thankful)  were 
made  by  yourself  Mr.  Editor  and  some  of  your  fore- 
most angling  clubs  in  England.— Yours  truly 

G^lasgow.  iBON  Blue. 

[There's  na  luck  about  the  House  when  that  poor 
Bill  comes  on. — Ed.] 


"IZAAK  WALTON  WAS  AN  ANGLER  GOOD." 
-  Dear  Sib,— A  few  weeks  since  you  published  some 
well  written  lines  which  commenced  as  above  ;  the  tune 
was  put,  "  Robin  Hood."  This  latter  was  a  popular 
song  some  thirty  or  forty  years  syne.  I  have  tried  to 
get  it,  but  my  music-seller  has  fallen  back  in  the 
trenches  discomfited,  and  cannot  obtain  a  copy.  I 
have  heard  the  song  began  with,  or  the  chorus  was 
(my  informant  was  not  sure  which)— 

"Bold  Robin  Hood  was  a  forester  good 
As  ever  drew  bow  in  the  merrie  green  wood." 
Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers  tell  me  where  I  can 
get    a    copy    of  the    words    and    music  ?— Yours 
obediently,  «  Spinning-Minnow." 

Bath,  Feb.  10. 


DIFFICULTY  OP  GETTING  FISHING  ~ 
COMPANIONS. 

Dear  Sib, — Doubtless  there  are  a  good  many  like 
myself  who  find  it  very  diflaoult,  and  sometimes 
impossible,  to  get  a  fishing  companion.  I  have  often 
thought  of  going  to  Norway  trout  fishing  for  a  month  or 
two,  out  of  the  beaten  track  of  tourists,  but  could  never 
find  a  chum.  Could  you  bring  the  matter  forward  in 
your  paper  and  get  the  views  of  others  ?  I  suggest  a 
sort  of  office  where  people  could  be  put  in  communica- 
tion with  each  other,  say  at  a  fee  of  five  shillings 
per  letter ;  any  suggestions  you  can  make  will  be 
appreciated.— Yours  truly,  Woecestershire. 

[There  are  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  some  respect- 
able agent  for  fishings  might  possibly  consider  the 
proposal.  The  chief  difficulty  would  be  in  avoiding 
the  wrong  sort  of  angling  companion  ;  like  matrimony, 
the  right  sort  doubles  your  joys  and  halves  your 
sorrows,  and  vice  versd. — Ed.] 


RIVERS  DEVERON  AND  DEE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  two 
correspondents,  "A.  K."  and  "Drake  Wing,"  for 
information  about  the  Deveron,  at  Huntly,  and  would 
be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  fished  there  what 
are  the  best  months  for  salmon,  and  prospect  of  a 
month's  sport  with  same  ;  also  price  of  a  season  ticket 
on  the  late  free  waters,  and  are  grilse  to  be  got.  Can 
anybody  say  if  herling  fishing  is  now  to  be  had  at 
Aberdeen,  and  what  authority  one  must  apply  to  Is 
this  fishing  from  gravel  banks  or  off  mud  uncovered 
at  low  tide ;  best  month  to  fish  here,  and  extent  of 
this  water ;  also  how  far  off  the  town  is  the  fishing  — 
Yours  truly,  <.  SNOwf" 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidablij  held  over.) 


HOLLOW  AY. s  PILLS  are  admirably  adapted  for  curing 
diseases  incidental  to  females.  At  different  periods  of  life 
uu^^iViJ^"  'V'^f-       «<'mi'l'"nt'^  "Incli  minire  a  peculiar 

Thi,      '  '!  i"'"sp.ital.le  fa<-c  that  there  is 

P  ill  n'''n''''fTM^  "■It"'-'-'  Holloway's 

f,  r  in.v/  "  ''«'''lit'>ti"ff  disorders  incidental  to  the  sex, 
tl  J,!w>?''''"f ^"^^^  '""^  '>ealth  of  women 
—yontliful  or  aged,  mariKd  or  sinjcle-^they  arc  a  safe  and 

aWelo  femites^'of  T,',"''  '""  '^^L""  refidcr  themtvahi- 

aDle  to  females  of  all  .ages.  They  are  searcliiiiK  and  cleiinsine 
yet  invigoriiting;  a  few  doses  will  speedily  reniovriireAVlarit  fs 
in  the  system,  and  thereby  establish  health  on  a  sonnffl  Arm 
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NOTICES. 
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The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  Vf.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  Loudon  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatiires  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6<i. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  ed. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   ...     2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cola,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  ■was  announced  to  take  place  at  the  Hol- 
born Restaurant  on  March  3,  has  been  postponed. 


His  Excellency  the  American  Minister  will 
preside  at  the  annual  dimier  of  The  Fly-Fishers' 
Club,  which  will  take  place  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on 
March  11. 


The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bt.,  M.P., 
will  preside  at  the  aiinual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  which  will  take  place  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  March  12. 


Mr.  E.  Franklin  will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  March  18. 


Risked  his  Life  to  Save  his  Dog. 

"  A  plucky  action  was  witnessed  by  some  hundreds 
of  persons  at  the  Hollow  Pond,  AVhipps  Cross, 
Walthamstow,  recently.  A  small  terrier  dog, 
belonging  to  George  NichoUs,  88,  Albert-road, 
Leyton,  ran  after  a  stick  across  the  ice-covered 
pond,  and  when  in  the  centre  was  immersed  owing 
to  the  ice  breaking.  After  fruitless  efforts  to 
extricate  itself  the  terrier  was  about  to  succumb  to 
exhaustion  when  its  young  owner  (age  fifteen) 
gallantly  dashed  into  the  water,  with  all  .  his  clothes 
on,  smashing  the  ice  before  him,  and  on  reaching 
deep  water  swam  to  his  dog's  assistance.  After  a 
struggle  the  lad  waded  ashoi-e  with  his  burden 
clutched  to  his  breast,  amid  the  ringing  cheers  of 
the  spectators." 

It  does  one  good  to  read  of  such  pluck  as  this, 
^sop  said  the  seven  wise  men  searched  all  over  the 
world  for  Fidelity  and  at  last  found  it  in  a  Dog 
Kennel ;  but  .young  NichoUs  has  proved  it  may  exist 
outside  as  well. 


The  Skate. 

I  hoped  to  have  got  away  for  some  big  pike 
fishing  recently,  but  the  reply  said,  "  ice  all  over 


the  place."  Then  I  consulted  the  papers  and  saw 
that  the  place  to  go  for  a  skate  was  the  Crystal 
Palace,  so  I  went,  and  blessed  my  stars  I  was  an 
angler  and  accustomed  to  blank  days,  for  no  ice 
was  ever  in  a  more  disgraceful  state  in  this  world — 
you  might  as  well  try  to  skate  over  Kelso  cobble 
stones.  I  remember  as  quite  a  youngster  skating 
over  a  deep  lake  covered  with  black  ice  and  chasing 
the  pike,  which  had  their  backs  against  the  under 
side  of  the  ice,  and  were  either  half  frozen  or  half 
suilocated.  If  water  is  running  under  the  ice  fish 
will  live  all  right.  I  remember  during  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War,  in  the  winter  of  1870-71,  having 
six  weeks'  continuous  skating  in  Derbyshire  ;  the 
ice  got  over  half  a  foot  thick,  but  the  trout  in  the 
mill-dams  did  not  die. 


Food  Found  in  a  Salmon. 
Dr.  J.  Kingston  Barton,  in  a  letter  in  last  week's 
Field,  describes  how  he  found  the  backbone  and 
other  remains  of  a  herring  in  the  intestines  of  a 
salmon  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Laune,  co.  Kerry. 
He  says : — 

^  "  Sib,— On  Jan.  29,  Mr.  F.  R.  May,  of  the  firm  of 
Grant  and  May,  Billingsgate,  very  kindly  sent  me  the 
interior  of  a  fresh-run  salmon  taken  in  the  nets  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Laune,  co.  Kerry.  The  digestive 
organs  were  very  interesting  to  examine,  as  they 
revealed  the  stage  between  the  full-fed  salmon  occasion- 
ally taken  in  the  nets  (when  the  stomach  is  found  full 
of  herring)  and  the  empty  and  fasting  fish  usually 
taken  with  rod  and  line.  The  stomach  of  the  Laune 
fish  was  quite  empty,  but  directly  the  intestines  were 
entered  there  was  found  the  compressed  remains  of  a 
spinal  column  partially  digested,  and  in  the  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  intestine  the  finely  intermixed 
sheen  of  the  undigested  fish  scales  could  be  recognised 
by  the  tinfoil  appearance  of  the  contents  of  the  bowel ; 
but  only  one  scale  happened  to  escape  digestion,  and 
this  was  clearly  a  scale  of  a  fresh  herring.  It  requires 
no  microscope  to  recognise  this  sheen. 

"  The  juices  within  the  pyloric  tubes  were  full  of 
the  chyme-like  material  of  emulsified  fats,  etc. ,  towards 
the  end  of  digestion.  None  of  the  sheen  material 
succeeds  in  gaining  entrance  to  these  tubes,  and  under 
the  microscope  even  it  is  difficult  to  recognise  any 
undigested  food  in  these  juices.  But  numerous  embryos 
of  tape  worms,  quite  alive,  were  at  once  recognised, 
and  were  stuffed  full  of  the  droplets  of  fat  which  help 
to  make  up  the  material  found  within  the  tubes. 

"  In  a  Galway  grilse  of  last  summer,  sent  to  me  by 
Mr.  Milne,  taken  from  the  cribs,  the  fish  had  evidently 
not  fed  for  some  time,  although  only  absolutely  fresh 
run,  and  in  this  case  numerous  embryos  of  tapeworm 
were  also  seen,  but  within  these  embryos  were  blood 
cells  and  not  fat  droplets,  showing  that  the  embryos 
bloodsuck  their  victim  when  the  said  victim  could  not 
give  a  ready-made  food  supply. 

"  This  early  spring  Laune  salmon  was  not  nearly  so 
fat  as  regards  the  collection  of  fat  around  the  pylorics 
as  is  seen  in  summer  fish.  I  believe  this  fact  is  noted 
in  fish  from  most  rivers ;  and  its  milt  was  in  the  most 
early  development. 

"  If  this  fish  were  on  its  way  up,  it  could  not  possibly 
be  ready  for  spawning  for  nine  or  ten  months.  It  does 
seem  a  pity  that  some  small  river  could  not  be  given 
up,  from  source  to  sea,  entirely  to  the  capture  and 
return  of  fish  all  carefully  marked  and  recorded,  so 
that  after  about  three  years  some  really  true  history 
of  the  movements  of  salmon  could  be  discovered.  No 
fish  captured  by  net  or  rod  should  be  killed,  and  the 
nets  should  only  be  used  sufficiently  often  to  get  a  fair 
number  of  records  and  not  frequent  enough  to  harry 
the  fish.  "J.  Kingston  Baeton." 

It  is  very  unpleasant  to  have  this  continual 
evidence  as  tol  the  salmon  being  so  often  infested 
by  tapeworm,  but  the  fact  should  be  known  so 
that  we  may  all  insist  on  its  being  thoroughly 
cooked. 


I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  R.  Gilfillan,  the  hon. 
treasurer  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association, 
writes  in  such  good  spirits  about  the  prospects  of 
the  new  Bill. 

If  "  Special  Scotch  "  is  right,  it  is  not  wanted  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  but  he  is  not  invariably 
right  when  he  lays  the  law  down.  Unfortunately, 
many  anglers  south  of  the  Tweed  have  got  the 
notion  that  many  Scotch  salmon  anglers  don't  want 
the  Bill,  and  a  good  few  trout  anglers  also. 

Cross  Lines  Already  at  Work  on  Corrib. 

Colonel  Allix  informs  me  that  the  cross  liners 
are  already  at  work  on  Lough  Corrib.  What  a 
farce  is  the  holding  of  commissions  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  fisheries  when  poaching  is  rampant 
in  many  parts  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
Wales. 


Sale  of  New  Brunswick  Salmon  Fishing  Leases. 

The  public  auction  of  the  fishing  leases  of  New 
Brunswick  salmon  and  trout  streams  has  been  fixed 
for  Thursday,  Feb.  27,  and  the  details  as  to  place 
of  sale  and  other  conditions  are  to  be  announced 
by  advertisement  in  the  columns  of  Forent  and 
Stream.  By  far  the  most  valuable  of  New 
Brunswick  fishing  waters  are  those  of  the 
Restigouche,  the  best  of  which  are  at  present 
under  lease  to  the  Restigouche  Salmon  Club. 
None  of  these  rights  have  been  continued  by 
private  sale,  and  the  ])resent  lessees  of  angling 
rights  will  have  no  .special  privilege  or  advantage 
over  the  other  bidders  at  the  sale.  The  waters  of 
the  Restigouche  and  its  principal  tributaries  will, 
it  is  understood,  be  offered  in  thirteen  different 
lots ;  the  upset  price  of  these  lots  running  from 
|50  per  annum  in  a  couple  of  cases  to  $1000  per 
annum  in  two  other  cases,  and  totalling  $7,300  a 
year  for  the  whole  of  the  river.  These  figures 
show  a  slight  increase  upon  the  prices  now  paid 
for  leases. 

•  «  •  •  » 

Salmon  Fishing  in  British  Columbia. 

While  it  is  generally  understood  that  American 
fly  fishing  for  salmon  is  pretty  much  confined  to 
the  rivers  of  the  Atlantic  slope,  increasing  numbers 
of  anglers  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  sport 
of  trolling  for  the  various  Salmonoids  of  the  Pacific 
coast.  During  last  season  some  very  heavy  catches 
were  made.  An  English  angler,  who  has  now  fished 
the  tidal  waters  of  a  British  Columbia  river  for  two 
years,  reports  that  two  and  a  half  tons  of  salmon 
fell  to  his  rod  there  last  August  in  nineteen 
days'  fishing,  or,  to  be  exact,  52121b.  His  tackle 
was  coarse  for  some  of  the  smaller  fish  killed 
by  him,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  catch  of  the 
Quinnat  Columbia  type  or  king  salmon  included 
fish  of  581b.,  and  he  took  106  of  these  fish,  the 
smallest  of  which  weighed  over  2.31b.  He  fished 
with  a  16-foot  greenheart  salmon  rod,  200  yards  of 
gulf  tarpon  line,  a  steel  wire  trace,  and  a  spoon  of 
3|  inches  in  length,  fitted  with  a  single  hook.  His 
catch  of  cohoe,  or  silver  salmon,  numbered  ninety- 
eight  fish,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  lo.ilb.  in 
one  day  he  caught  twelve  salmon,  varying  from 
25lb.  to  51lb.  This  is  a  pretty  good  result,  even 
for  trolling. — E.  T.  D.  Chambers  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


"  Cruelty  to  Fish." 

In  a  recent  police  court  case  a  fishmonger  was 
fined  for  cruelty  to  a  lot  of  small  Prussian  carp, 
which  his  assistant  had  allowed  to  die  for  want  of 
air  and  water.  Here  is  a  note  of  the  case  from  the 
Daily  Mail : — 

"A  novel  prosecution  was  brought  against  a 
fishmonger  named  Henry  Geale,  of  Berwick- 
street,  Oxford-street,  at  Marlborough -street  Police 
Court,  on  Monday,  at  the  instance  of  the  R.S.P.C.  A. 
He  was  charged  with  permitting  unnecessary 
suffering  to  700  Prussian  carp,  while  an  assistant 
was  charged  with  causing  the  suffering.  It  was 
stated  by  one  of  the  society's  inspectors  that  the 
carp  were  confined  in  a  tank  33  inches  long  and 
15  inches  wide,  with  about  7.^  inches  of  water. 
It  bore  the  words  '  Prussian  carp,  2d.  each.' 
They  were  like  a  solid  mass,  and  many  were 
dead.  Mr.  Lloyd,  for  the  defence,  said  that  the 
magistrate  was  asked  to  give  a  decision  which 
one  way  or  another  would  revolutionise  the 
long-founded  practice  of  the  fish  market.  In 
giving  his  decision,  Mr.  Deninan  pointed  out 
that  the  Act  expressly  stated  that  it  should  not 
apply  to  the  preparation  of  food.  But  what  was 
done  in  the  present  case  was  to  try  to  keep  the 
fish  alive  as  long  as  possible,  which  was  not  an 
act  in  the  preparation  of  food.  If,  however,  a 
proper  supply  of  water  had  been  given  them  he 
did  not  think  it  could  be  said  that  any  act  of 
cruelty  had  been  committed.  This,  however, 
was  not  done,  and  he  should  fine  Geale  i.'3  3s. 
and  costs,  and  the  assistant  2s.  and  costs." 
Unnecessary  cruelty  is  inhuman.  If  I  had  been 
conducting  the  defence  I  should  have  said  that  the 
shop  assistant  having  lost  several  friends  in  South 
Africa  was  too  hasty  in  assuming  that  the  whole 
seven  hundred  Prussians  were  pro-Boers.  I  know 
some  sensible  Germans  who  are  not  afraid  to  say 
they  know  that  the  accusations  of  the  German 

Press  against  our  officers  and  men  are  all  lies. 

It  is  going  a  bit  too  far  to  punish  Prussian  carp  for 
German  carpings.  It  would  be  more  sensible  to 
boycott  German  sausages.  R.  B.  Marston. 


124 


THE  Fisnma  gazette 


February  22,  1902 


"SPKING  SALMON  FISHING." 

SPINNING  FROM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  107.) 

I  WILL  now  take  up  my  task  again  from  the  spot 
where  I  interrupted  myself  to  give  you  an  accovmt 
of  my  good  day  in  the  Lime  Kihi  and  Rocky  pools. 

I  was  about  to  describe 

Garth  Pool. 

This  section  of  the  river  is  under  the  personal 
charge  of  Mr.  Ford,  whose  cottage  is  behind  the 
trees  on  the  left  of  the  photo.  He  fishes  it  for  his 
master,  Sir  Donald,  with  great  skill— the  result  of 
long  experience.  If  you  have  not  already  made 
his  acquaintance  you  should  call  on  him.  He  will 
readily  give  you  information,  the  best  of  advice,  and, 
what  is  more  rare,  he  will  rejoice  if  you  are  suc- 
cessful. You  will  be  a  bolder  man  than  I  have 
been  if  you  venture  to  offer  him  other  reward  than 
thanks. 

There  are  steps,  ending  in  a  concrete  landing, 
from  which  the  best  portion  of  the  pool  can  be 
fished,  and  it  was  from  this  spot  that  Ford  caught 
his  first  fish  of  this  season. 

Plantation  Pool. 
Pass  round  the  upper  aide  of  the  keeper's  cottage 
and  follow  the  path  leading  to  the  river,  and  you 
will  come  to  a  sharp  bend  where  the  water  sweeps 
off  to  the  opposite  side.  Here  is  a  rather  deep 
eddy,  between  which  and  the  stream  fish  rest  before 
they  attempt  the  long  shallow  which  is  before  them. 
Try  a  bait  or  two,  and,  if  unsuccessful,  on  to 

Minister's  Pool. 
A  very  nice  pool  to  look  at,  and  Ford  at  times 
gets  a  fish  from  it.    I  must  confess  myself  com- 
pletely beaten  by  it,  and  in  such  a  thorough  fashion 
that  I  pass  it  by,  and  am  on  to 

Anderson's  Ford  Pool, 
where  I  have  taken  fish,  both  from  the  bank  and 
from  one  of  the  two  ferry-boats.  The  bottom  is  of 
rough  stones,  and  there  is  plenty  of  hiding  for  the 
fish ;  yet,  I  fancy,  it  is  a  resting  place  rather  than 
a  home,  as  it  is  only  when  the  fish  are  running, 
and  there  is  a  good  flow  of  water,  that  I  have  been 
successful. 

From  here  for  the  next  mile  is  a  series  of  gravel  ' 
shallows  which  offer  the  best  possible  conditions 
for  the  autumn  spawning  salmon.    The  river  is  j 
broad,  with  a  good  fall  of  water  varying  from  one  I 
to  six  feet  in  depth,  with  gravel  from  the  finest  to  j 
the  coarsest.    Here,  a  short  time  since,  hundreds 
of  fish  might  be  seen  busy  at  their  work,  and, 
eVen  in  the  'middle  of  January,  a  few  late  couples 
are  to  be  seen  completing  their  task  in  perfect 
security. 

From  Garth  to  Forfcingall  Bridge  the  fishing 
belongs  to  Sir  Donald  on  both  sides,  and  is  at  the 
disposal  of  visitors  here.  The  left  bank  is  rented 
from  the  Marquis  with  the  shooting  on  Drummond 
Hill,  and  with  it  come  the  services  of  the  keeper, 
Peter  Dewar,  who,  when  I  first  met  him,  impressed 
me  as  being  a  grand  specimen  of  the  Highlander. 

Having  introduced  you  to  Peter  Dewar,  every- 
one's favourite,  it  would  be  well  to  give  you  a 
description  of  that  portion  of  the  river  which  is 
under  his  care,  leavmg  MacLennan's  charge  until 
last,  as  it  stretches  some  miles  further  up  the  glen. 

Peter  will  be  here  at  the  hotel  in  good  time  in 
the  morning  to  learn  your  wishes,  to  view  your 
tackle,  and  to  see  that  you  do  not  start  without 
any  one  of  the  things  necessary  for  your  sport ; 
and,  I  may  add  without  causing  him  to  blush,  your 
comfort  and  his. 

He  will  take  you  over  Fortingall  Bridge,  from 
which  you  will  get  a  view  of  the  long  stretch  of  the 
river  which  runs  straight  down  from  the  falls,  and, 
on  turning  to  the  left,  you  will  get  your  first  glimpse 
of  Poul  Lonie,  more  generally  known  as 

Peter's  Pool. 
It  would  be  within  the  mark  to  say  that,  excepting 
last  year,  there  are  more  fish  taken  every  season 
from  this  than  from  any  other  three  pools,  and  that 
there  are  more  to  be  seen  leaping  here  than  in  all 
the  others  taken  together.  This  was  the  great 
netting  spot— there  is  no  netting  now— and,  I  am 
told  and  can  well  believe,  that  as  many  as  forty 
fish  have  been  taken  from'it  in  one  haul  of  the  net.  ' 
'*Those  who  would  like  to  fish  this  pool,  which 
has  its  commencement  at  the  spot  injthe  bridge 


photo  where  the  foam  is  gathered  in  the  centre, 
should  bring  their  waders,  as  parts  can  be  so  fished 
with  much  better  chance  of  success. 

That  care  and  caution  ai-e  needed  in  the  case  of 
fishermen  wading  here  is  proved  by  the  following 
incident.  Mr.  G.  W.  Skinner,  of  South  Kensington, 
showed  himself  most  skilful  with  the  help  of  his 
waders  and  for  days  in  succession  he  got  his  fish, 
and  not  unfrequently  two.  One  morning,  un- 
mindful of  the  rising  of  the  river  and  the  additional 
risks  that  this  brought,  he  was  so  led  on  by  the 
good  fortune  which  had  waited  on  his  skill — he 
had  already  one  fish — that  he  determined,  in  spite 


Broom  Pool, 
which  is  quite  a  favourite  of  mine.  You  can  fish 
here  with  the  perfect  assurance  that  more  than  one 
fish  will  see  your  bait.  To  the  fisherman  who  has 
come  here  for  the  first  time  it  presents  far  more 
possibilities  for  the  losing  of  tackle  than  for  the 
catching  of  fish,  and  could  one  but  gather  up  all 
that  has  been  lost  in  this  pool  quite  a  store  of  all 
kinds  of  lures  would  result. 

Rocks  and  boulders  are  side  by  side,  some  of 
which  are  high  up,  and  a  knowledge  of  their 
whereabouts  is  desirable,  that  your  temper  may 
remain  unrufHed.    Let  Peter  show  you  how  to  fish 


Garth  Pool  at  its  Lowest  Summee  Level. 


of  all,  to  try  for  a  second.  The  natural  result 
followed.  He  was  swept  off  his  feet,  and  would 
certainly  have  been  drowned  had  not  stalwart 
Peter  rushed  in,  grabbed  him,  and  brought  him 
triumphantly  to  bank.  So,  where  there  might 
have  been  tears,  there  was  but  laughter,  and,  per- 
haps, a  sufficient  warning. 

The  favourite  spot  is  in  the  stream  that  sets  off 
from  the  projecting  rock.  Do  not  stand  on  the 
rock,  but  keep  up-stream  and  cast  across,  allowing 
your  bait  to  sink  by  paying  out  line — it  is  very 
deep  — and,  as  it  trundles  across,  keep  the  bait  on 
the  spin  by  a  movement  of  the  rod  until  it  is  quite 
at  the  rock ;  then  draw  gently 
back,  and  it  there  be  no  response 
repeat  the  experiment.  No 
matter  the  state  of  the  river 
Peter's  Pool  will  always  give 
you  a  chance  of  success.  Even 
when  in  high  flood  you  may  get 
one  from  the  eddy  under  the 
tree  at  the  tail,  where  it  is  a 
common  sight  to  see  the  fish 
demonstrate  pleasure  at  their 
safe  entry  to  Peter's  Pool. 
Fanny's  Pool 

is   close   by.     This  is  a  long 

straight  run,  deep  and  rocky  in 

the  centre,  and  it  is  from  the 

deeps  that  your  fish  will  come. 
You  must  cast  almost  to  the 

opposite   bank,  a  long  throw, 

and,   as  your  bait  leaves  the 

centre,  raise  the  point  of  your 

rod  and  draw  more  quickly,  or 

you  will  be  amongst  stones  and 

have  trouble  to  clear.  When 

the  river  is  high  the  fish  lie 

much  nearer  the  bank,  and  it  is 

then  that  you  h&ve  an  easy  task 

and  a  more  promising  chance. 
The  river   on   this   side  is 

here   bounded   by  a  meadow, 

and  it  is  quite  easy  to  cast  a  long  line  from 

the  high,  grassy  bank ;  but  let   me   warn  you 

against  the  danger  of  standing  too  near  the  edge,  as 

it  is,  in  places,  undermined  and  will  let  you  in,  as 

it  did  Peter  while  he  was  lifting  out  a  fish  for  Mr. 

Margetson.    Peter's  going  under  with  his  prize  was 

funny  and  quaint,  but  Margetson's  serious  advice 

to  Peter  not  to  drown  if  he  could  help  it,  but  on  no 

account  to  lose  the  fish,  nearly  caused  a  fit  to  an 

unseen  onlooker. 

•  A  quarter  of  a  mile  further  down  you  come 
to  the 


here,  and  if,  as  may  well  happen,  he  should  get 
hung  up  and  become  excited,  fear  not;  he  will 
express  his  views  in  Gaelic. 

When  you  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this 
long  pool  and  have  had  many  successes  therein,  it 
will  be  a  favourite  with  you  also. 

This  beat  extends  for  another  two  miles  down 
stream,  and  you  have  the  opportunity  of  fishing 
the  Plantation  Pool,  Ferry  Pool,  and  the  Minister's 
Pool  described  by  me  from  the  opposite  side. 

There  are  a  number  of  huge  stones  in  the  dale 
here  with  which  no  one  ventures  to  interfere,  as 
each  has  its  tradition,  in  some  cases  sacred. 


FoED,  Head  Keeper. 


One  of  them  was  the  lifting-stone  that  every 
man  had  to  raise  in  his  hands  before  he  was 
permitted  to  join  the  bodyguard  of  his  chieftain. 
I  have  not  heard  of  Peter's  attempting  the  task, 
but  I  do  know  that  his  rod  is  nearly  twice  as  long 
as  mine,  and  of  such  a  weight  that  it  would  cripple 
me  in  an  hour. 

I  saw  Peter  on  my  arrival,  and  he  was  sad  of  speech 
and  momentarily  expecting  news  of  fatal  import 
with  regard  to  his  son  who  is  at  the  war,  stricken 
down  by  enteric.  "I  canna  fush,  Mr.  Geen,  I'll 
gang  back,"  and  with  this  he  turned  for  home,  and 
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I  noticed  that  he  gave  his  nose  attention  with 
finger  and  thumb  that  I  might  see  it  was  no  tear 
that  moistened  it. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  greater  excitement 
in  this  little  village  about  the  war  than  in  any 
other  of  its  size  throughout  Perthshire.  The 
patriotic  and  untiring  energy  of  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Atholl,  together  with  his  sending  out  his 
three  sons,  has  so  roused  the  young  and  capable 
that  the  going  out  and  being  wounded,  coming 
home  and  recovering,  is  the  sure  prelude  to  anxiety 
to  start  again.  There  was  one  such  send-off 
recently,  and  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  hand- 
gripping  by  the  men  and  the  kissing  by  the 
women. 

I  thought  when  I  left  home  on  Jan.  16  that  war 
would  soon  be  a  forgotten  word,  yet,  on  leaving  my 
sleeping-berth  for  a  smoke,  as  we  left  Euston,  I 
came  face  to  face  with  a  man  who  was  leaving  his 
berth  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  first  words 
having  been  of  the  King's  opening  of  Parliament, 
to  be  present  at  which  my  companion  had  travelled 
from  the  north  of  Scotland,  we  talked  of  the  war. 

In  the  morning  I  was  in  the  lobby  of  the  carriage, 
and  had  read  The  Scotsman  before  he  appeared. 
When  he  came  in  I  offered  him  the  paper,  and 
seeing  that  he  turned  eagerly  to  the  casualty  list, 
I  ventured  to  express  a  hope  that  he  had  no  wounded 


FISHING  IN  CUBA. 

By  J.  W.  Sroyles. 

It  has  been  more  than  two  years  since  I  con- 
tributed to  the  columns  of  the  dear  old  American 
Field.  Soon  after  being  mustered  out  of  the 
Fourth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  I  was  rein- 
stated to  a  position  in  the  railway  mail  service  that 
has  required  my  constant  application,  and  I  could 
not  now  spare  the  time  to  write  this  but  for  a  slight 
accident  having  necessitated  my  laying  off  for  a 
short  time. 

Company  B  had  been  ordered  from  Sancti  Spiritus 
to  Tunas  de  /aza,  on  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba, 
to  protect  our  supplies  from  several  hundred  Cuban 
soldiers  who,  half  starved  and  with  but  little 
clothing,  were  preparing  to  raid  the  commissary 
depot  at  that  point.  After  throwing  out  a  strong 
picket  line,  we  spread  out  cots  on  the  floor  of  the 
depot,  and  at  taps  we  went  to  sleep  not  to  awaken 
until  reveille  in  the  morning,  not  the  charge  of  the 
enemy,  called  us  to  arouse  ourselves  and  prepare 
for  the  breakfast  which  had  been  provided  for  us  by 
the  company  cooks.  I  went  down  to  the  driveway 
and  railroad  entrance  to  the  wharf,  stood  on  a 
cross-tie  and  bathed  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  A 
private  came  by  me,  from   out   on   the  wharf. 


FORTINGALL  BRIDGE  AND  HeAD  OP  PeTEr's  PoOf.. 


friends  at  the  front ;  to  which  he  replied,  "  I  am 
thankful  to  say,  '  No,'  but  my  only  three  sons  are 
out  at  the  war." 

When  we  reached  Perth,  thirty-five  minutes 
late,  I  expected  that  the  Highland  train  would  have 
started,  but  was  pleased  to  find  it  waiting.  At  oiu: 
door  stood  the  station-master  to  usher,  as  I  found, 
my  so-far  companion  to  a  carriage  of  the  train 
which  was  to  carry  me  also  to  my  destination.  I 
was  proceeding  to  a  "  smoker  "  when  he  beckoned 
to  me,  and  asked  me  why  I  was  deserting  him. 
How  fortunate  it  was  for  me  that  it  was  known 
that  this  man  would  be  travelling  in  that  train  1 

After  passing  Dunkeld  I  am  quite  familiar  with 
all  the  salmon  pools  as  far  as  to  the  place  where 
the  Tummel  joins,  but  not  so  familiar  with  them 
as  my  fellow-traveller  was. 

At  Ballinluie,  where  I  had  to  change,  my  parting 
word  was,  "  I  wish  you  good  morning,  and  I  hope 
that  yomr  three  sons  may  return  to  you  safe  and 
sound."  To  which  he  replied,  "  And  may  you,  sir, 
enjoy  good  sport  in  Glen  Lyon." 

{To  he  continued.) 
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remarking  as  he  passed,  "  I  just  saw  a  black  bass 
out  there,  as  big  as  you." 

Hastily  drying  myself,  I  walked  down  to  take  a 
look,  when,  sure  enough,  a  very  large  fish,  looking 
very  much  like  a  bass,  darted  out  from  under  the 
cross-ties  about  twenty  feet  and  then  returned, 
sticking  its  head  and  half  its  body  under  a  tie.  I 
called  to  Private  John  Williams,  who  chanced  to 
be  in  sight,  to  bring  me  his  gun.  He  ran  into  the 
depot  and  brought  a  Krag-Jorgensen,  on  double 
time,  but  when  he  had  reached  me  the  fish  had 
gone  under  so  far  that  only  about  one-third  of  its 
length  was  in  view  from  our  pla,ce  of  vantage  on  a 
platform  about  four  feet  high. 

"  Will  the  bullet  go  through  that  mahogany  tie 
and  still  have  force  enough  to  kill  the  fish '?  "  said 
Williams,  in  a  low  voice,  as  he  handed  the  rifle  to 
me. 

"  I  believe  it  would,"  I  replied,  "  but  by  severing 
its  spinal  column,  near  the  tail,  it  will  not  be  able 
to  get  away." 

"  The  ball  appeared  to  strike  at  the  right  place," 
said  Williams,  just  after  I  fired,  "  but  where  is  your 
fish  '?  "  It  had  disappeared  like  magic.  The  water 
was  perhaps  fifteen  feet  deep  but  quite  clear,  and 
Williams  added,  "  The  next  time  I  run  my  legs  off 
to  get  a  gun,  I  am  going  to  use  it  myself." 

At  breakfast,  as  we  were  sitting  about  with  our 
tin  plates  and  cups  at  any  convenient  place  we 


could  find,  many  were  the  jokes  at  my  expense 
about  "  shooting  fifteeen  feet  at  a  whale "  and 
missing  it. 

After  breakfast  Lieutenant  Goddard,  Sergeant 
Matthews,  Bugler  Morton,  Private  Shelby  Henson, 
and  the  writer  repaired  to  the  wharf,  with  various 
styles  of  fishing  tackle.  Shelby  proved  the  most 
lucky  in  point  of  numbers,  but  the  writer  caught 
the  largest  fish,  although  none  weighed  over  a 
pound.  The  bugler  soon  tired  of  the  monotony, 
and  announced  that  he  would  return  to  camp  and 
rest  up  from  ids  exhausting  labours.  He  had  gone 
but  a  short  distance  when  he  called  out  that  he 
had  found  my  big  fish.  Sure  enough,  there  it  was. 
swimming  backward  with  its  tail  out  of  the  water. 
It  soon  came  up  to  the  railroad,  and  ]\Iorton  and 
Henson  attempted  to  lift  it  out,  but  it  slipped  from 
their  grasp  and  sank,  coming  up  thirty  feet  away, 
and  commenced  going  slowly  away  from  us.  Two 
or  three  pistols  were  produced  and  several  shots 
were  fired,  none  coming  within  a  foot  of  the  mark. 

A  young  Cuban  had  joined  our  parts  ,  and  he  and 
Shelby  ran  to  a  small  skiff  which  another  Cuban 
had  just  tied  up  to  the  wharf.  This  latter  Cuban 
summarily  ordered  them  out,  and  getting  in  paddled 
to  the  fish,  but  could  not  get  it  into  the  skift'.  He 
then  took  in  the  other  Cuban,  and  together  they 
tried  to  roll  it  into  the  skiff.  Seeing  this  wa.s 
impracticable,  I  held  up  a  large  hook  and  line  and 
induced  them  to  come  in  and  get  it  and  tow  the 
fish  ashore,  which  they  did,  drawing  it  upon  the 
beach  to  where  the  water  was  about  six  inches 
deep.    There  they  left  it. 

Someone  went  then  for  an  interpreter  and  found 
Joe,  a  Jamaica  negro,  who  had  been  with  our 
regiment  in  various  capacities,  such  as  cook,  etc. 
.Joe  explained,  in  Spanish,  that  the  fish  belonged 
to  me,  to  which  the  Cuban  loudly  disclaimed.  The 
argument  grew  warm.  All  members  of  our  company 
who  were  off  guard  and  fully  fifty  Cubans  soon 
gathered.  The  Cuban  took  the  rope  he  had  used 
as  a  painter  for  his  skiff'  and  tied  it  in  the  gills  of 
the  fish  preparatory  to  hauling  it  into  his  skiff  and 
leaving ;  but  I  waded  out,  seized  the  rope  and 
dragged  the  fish  ashore,  when  Shelby  Henson  and 
Williams  slipped  a  pole  through  the  rope  and  made 
off  for  the  kitchen,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Cubans. 
Our  Cuban  went  into  a  frenzy.  We  offered  to  pay 
him  for  his  trouble,  but  he  wanted  pay  for  the  fish. 
Finally  we  made  up  a  collection  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents,  which  did  not  at  all  satisfy  him. 
Various  estimates,  of  from  75lb.  to  12,'5lb.,  were 
made  as  to  the  weight  of  the  fish.  It  was  a  fine 
specimen  and  made  a  splendid  mess  for  the  entire 
company. 

A  day  or  two  after  this  Private  Frank  McPhersou 
and  I  succeeded  in  landing  a  301b.  fish  of  another 
variety,  much  resembling  the  mackerel  in  shape. 
Sharks  and  other  large  fishes  broke  our  tackle 
badly,  and  the  Cubans  would  steal  our  lines  almost 
before  our  eyes. 

A  storm  came  one  night,  and  lashed  the  ocean 
into  foam.  The  next  morning  the  water  was  quite 
muddy,  and  someone  saw  the  fin  of  a  shark  close 
inshore.  I  was  sent  for  to  shoot  the  monster, 
which  I  did  the  first  time  it  came  near  enough. 
The  water  was  only  about  three  feet  deep,  and 
Shelby  Henson  jumped  in  and  brought  it  out.  It 
was  seven  feet  long,  and  soon  would  have  been  the 
mother  of  six  little  sharks,  each  about  eighteen 
inches  long.  Lieutenant  Goddard  threw  one  of 
these  into  the  water,  and  in  a  few  moments  it 
righted  up  and  swam  off.  Naturalist  Wood  speaks 
of  sharks'  eggs.  I  am  here  to  say  that  this  par- 
ticular shark  was  not  of  any  species  which  goes 
to  the  trouble  of  laying  eggs.  Privates  Frank 
McPherson  and  Floyd  Holloway,  now  living  at 
Spring  City,  Tenn.,  conducted  the  post-mortem, 
and  together  we  carried  the  skin  to  a  tannery.  But 
our  efforts  to  obtain  shark's  leather  were  in  vain, 
as  someone  else  called  for  the  skin ;  and  an  American 
soldier  was  simply  a  soldier  in  the  Cuban's  eyes,  so 
they  could  not  tell  who  carried  away  our  skin. 

About  this  time  our  companj'  was  ordered  to 
leave  a  detachment  at  Tunas,  while  Captain  Blair 
was  to  return  to  camp  at  Sancti  Spiritus  with  the 
remainder  of  the  men.  I  rejoiced  when  I  learned 
I  was  to  stay.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  select  the  men, 
and  I  picked  out  good  ones.  The  list  was  handed 
to  First  Lieutenant  Goddard,  who  was  to  be  in 
charge,  for  his  approval.  Thus  the  detachment 
consisted  of  a  lieutenant,  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  a 
bugler,  and  a  dozen  privates.  We  were  also  for- 
tunate in  having  the  company  cook  left  with  us. 
We  pitched  our  tents  down  near  the  beach  at  the 
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end  of  the  plaza,  and  settled  down  to  a  routine  of 
business.  The  musician  blew  reveille  at  5  o'clock 
a.m.,  roll-call  and  ten  minutes'  drill  at  setting-up 
exercises,  breakfast  at  5.30,  dinner  at  noon,  after- 
noon drill  at  5  p.m.,  usually  consisting  of  Butts' 
exercises  with  the  rifle,  lasting  about  twenty 
minutes,  supper  at  6  o'clock,  and  taps  at  9  p.m., 
when  guards  would  be  posted.  Having  only  one 
corporal,  acting  corporals  were  appointed  from  time 
to  time,  so  no  one  was  overworked,  and  everything 
moved  along  smoothly.  The  only  punishment  ever 
necessary  to  inflict  on  anyone  was  an  assignment 
to  carry  wood  and  water  to  the  cooks  for  a  day  for 
failure  to  answer  at  roll-call,  some  of  the  boys  being 
(luite  sleepy-headed.  Lieutenant  Goddard,  Corporal 
Baldwin,  and  the  writer  occupied  one  large  tent, 
while  the  privates  occupied  two  others. 

We  fished  a  great  deal  and  hunted  some.  I  used 
to  study  the  habits  of  the  fish  by  peeping  through 
the  cracks  in  the  wharf.  One  day  I  secured  a  shot 
at  a  larger  fish  than  the  first,  but  having  to  shoot 
through  a  narrow  crack,  I  did  not  kill  it  instantly. 
A  Cuban  jumped  in  to  get  it,  but  on  seeing  signs  of 
life  would  not  take  hold  of  the  fish  and  we  did  not 
see  anything  of  it  for  two  days,  when  it  was  cast  up 
by  the  tide  near  the  camp.  I  now  believe  these 
fishes  to  have  been  black  sea  bass,  having  noticed 
a  half-tone  cut  in  the  American  Field  of  a  sea  bass 
caught  on  the  California  coast. 

One  morning  I  was  going  out  to  fish  with  hook 
and  line,  and  while  peeping  through  a  crack  saw  a 
large  sea  salmon  hiding  among  the  timbers.  I 
tried  tempting  him  with  a  dead  perch,  which  he 
took  at  once.  A  number  of  excitable  young  Cubans 
had  come  to  peep,  and  seeing  the  line  spinning  out 
they  grabbed  it  and  jerked  before  the  bait  had  been 
swallowed.  I  had  formed  a  plan  of  giving  the  fish 
line  enough  to  pass  well  out  from  the  wharf  and 
then  to  catch  the  line  at  the  edge.  The  salmon 
soon  came  back  and  took  the  bait  again.  I  kept 
the  Cubans  away  until  the  fish  had  swallowed  the 
bait  and  I  had  hooked  it  and  had  begun  to  give  it 
line  freely,  when  two  or  three  of  them  seized  the 
line  below  my  hand,  and  before  I  could  stop  them 
had  drawn  the  fish  up  to  the  crack  (which  was  not 
over  an  inch  in  width),  pulled  its  throat  through 
the  aperture  fully  an  inch  and  kept  on  pulling  until 
the  hold  was  broken.  I  fear  that  the  language 
used  on  this  occasion  by  the  writer  had  better  be 
suppressed.  At  first  I  thought  I  was  the  victim  of 
a  practical  joke,  but  their  behaviour  then  was  about 
along  the  line  of  all  their  acts  when  under  excite- 
ment. 

We  often  fished  at  night  and  made  very  nice 
catches  of  small  fish  before  taps.  One  night,  when 
all  had  gone  in  but  Wilson,  the  cook,  and  myself, 
Wilson  caught  a  large  eel.  Two  Cuban  men  were 
promenading  on  the  wharf  at  the  time,  and  one 
seized  a  piece  of  timber  and  struck  the  eel  a 
number  of  blows  nearer  calculated  to  kill  a  mule 
than  an  eel.  Immediately  after  they  took  their 
departure,  and  with  them  went  the  hook  and  line, 
that  Wilson  said  had  cost  him  thirty-five  cents. 

Tiring  of  fishing  at  the  same  place,  I  used  to  take 
one  or  two  of  the  boys  with  me  and  spend  the  day 
on  the  Zaza  River,  a  beautiful  deep  stream  that 
flowed  within  a  mile  of  camp  and  emptied  into  the 
sea  about  five  miles  east.  It  was  full  of  fish  as  well 
as  of  alligators  and  crocodiles.  The  banks  were 
verged  with  pretty  trees,  and  a  thick  mat  of  Bermuda 
grass  grew  fairly  down  to  the  water.  We  invariably 
had  a  fish  fry  at  noon,  and  called  it  a  regular  picnic. 
While  on  one  of  these  excursions  we  ran  short  of 
bait,  and  I  shot  with  an  army  rifle  a  bird,  no  larger 
than  a  Baltimore  oriole,  at  twenty  paces.  What 
was  left  of  it  made  very  good  bait.  While  using 
crabs  for  bait  we  caught  some  sheepsheads.  With 
a  piece  of  bamboo,  that  had  been  cut  down  with  an 
axe  so  as  to  be  sharp  at  the  point,  I  speared  a  21b. 
red  snapper  in  eight  feet  of  water. 

Accompanied  one  day  by  Private  Foster,  I 
borrowed  a  skiff  and  we  went  rowing  up  the  coast. 
Foster  shot  from  the  bow  of  the  boat  a  hammer- 
head shark,  which  was  about  three  feet  long.  We 
landed  and  explored  a  part  of  the  country  that  was 
foimd  to  abound  in  small  black  ponds  inhabited  by 
crocodiles  and  alligators.  I  shot  a  big  alligator 
which  sank,  and  intended  going  back  after  it  arose 
to  get  its  teeth  for  souvenirs,  but  my  calculations 
were  interfered  with  by  my  being  ordered  to 
Cienfuegos  to  bring  back  to  Sancti  Spiritus  a 
Spanish  guerilla  to  be  tried  for  his  bloody  deeds ; 
and  the  trip  took  a  week.  The  use  of  the  skiff  for 
two  hours  cost  me  forty  cents. 

I  secured  a  shot  at  a  porpoise  one  evening,  when 


two  were  playing  about  the  bay,  or  open  roadway, 
at  several  hundred  yards.  Only  one  could  be  seen 
afterwards,  and  in  a  day  or  two  we  saw  a  dead 
porpoise  floating  about  looking  as  big  as  a  cow. 
Four  buzzards  were  sitting  on  the  carcase  when  I 
looked  at  it  through  a  glass.  The  worst  shot  I 
made  was  a  snapshot  at  a  porpoise  as  it  rolled  out 
of  the  water  near  me,  missing  it  clearly. 

I  know  of  no  place  where  a  more  delightful 
outing  could  be  had  than  at  Tunas  de  Zaza,  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Cuba.  There  we  spent  more 
than  two  months  of  our  army  life,  our  pleasure 
only  marred  by  the  incompleteness  of  our  outfit 
for  sport.  We  needed  a  nice  little  sail  boat,  a 
couple  of  skiffs,  heavy  reels  and  rods,  and  shotguns 
for  ducks. — American  Field. 


MORE  NOTES  CONCERNING 
THE  FIJIS. 

{Continued  from  page  76.) 

This  South  Pacific  archipelago  is  composed  of 
about  255  islands,  of  which  only  eighty  are  in- 
habited, many  being  mere  pinnacles  of  rock  rising 
out  of  the  sea.  Viti  Levu  (4112  square  miles)  is 
the  largest  island  ;  Vanua  Levu  (2432  square  miles) 
the  next  in  size — here  are  the  plantations  and 
estate  belonging  to  my  nephew,  Mr.  Arthur  J. 
Shaw. 

The  islands  are  of  volcanic  origin,  and  consist 
almost  entirely  of  steep  mountains  sloping  abruptly 
to  the  coasts,  which  are  girt  by  coral  reefs ;  also 
coral  islands,  consisting  of  a  ring,  more  or  less 
circular,  of  coral  enclosing  a  lake  or  lagoon,  termed 
an  "  atoll,"  communicating  with  the  outer  sea  by  a 
break  in  the  coral  ring.    Many  of  these  "  atolls  " 
are  from  ten  to  thirty  miles   in   diameter,  and 
abound  with  fish,  including  sharks  and  tolas  of 
enormous  size.     Some  of  the  sharks  killed  among 
the  Fijis  and  other  Polynesian   archipelagoes  are 
from  twenty-five  to  thu'ty  feet  in  length.    On  the 
night  of  Nov.  18  last  year.  New  Zealand  was 
visited  by  severe  earthquake  shocks  lasting  several 
minutes,  the  effects  of  which  were  felt  in  the 
Fijis,  where  a  succession  of  lofty  waves,  accom- 
panied by  a  turbulent  sea,  immediately  preceded 
by  an  extraordinary  out-draught  of  water,  laid 
bare  the  coast  for  a  considerable  distance;  then 
the  waters  returning,  bearing  on  their  giant  crests 
seaweed,   shells,    broken    corals,    fragments  of 
wood,  wrecks,  etc.,  cast  up  on  to  the  shores  and 
left  there,  high  and  dry,  enormous  quantities  of 
fish,  of  all  kinds  and  sizes.    It  probably  was  this 
commotion  in  the  sea  that  caused  a  great  "  up- 
rising "  of  the  halolo,  which  eddied  up  during  the 
next  day  or  two  from  the  depths  adjoining  the 
coral  reefs.    Numerous  boats  and  canoes  filled  with 
native  islanders  were  soon  afloat,  busily  engaged 
with  buckets  baling  up  the  balolo,  a  species  of 
gammarus,  which   the   Fijians  consider  a  great 
delicacy  (?)  when  boiled  down  into  a  kind  of  thick 
soup,  or  consomme.    The  aborigines  of  Fiji  vary  in 
colour  from  nearly  black  to  a  dark  olive,  the  latter 
being  the  prevailing  colour.     Some  of  them  yet 
are  heathens  ;  they  are  mostly  to  be  foimd  among 
the  more  inaccessible  mountain  districts,  but  are 
quickly  "  dying  out  "  (my  nephew  informs  me)  and 
fast  disappearing.     As  recently  as  six  years  ago 
some  of  these  aborigines — who  in  Fiji  aj.-e  known 
by  the  appellation  of  "  devils  " — commenced  again 
to  practise  cannibalism.    This  was  discovered  by  a 
missionary  who  paid  a  visit  to  their  "  town  "  U]}  in 
the  hills.     They  brought  him  a  roast   leg  of 
buckola  " — that  is,  of  a  black  man — for  his  Sunday's 
dinner ;  and  it  didn't  take  that  missionary  long  to 
'make  tracks"  to  the  sea  coast,  you  bet.  Then 
the  white  people  went  up,  the  cannibals  "  showed 
fight,"  some  were  shot,  the  others  made  prisoners, 
and  their  town  destroyed,  but  a  new  one  has 
sprung  up."     My  nephew  was  there  four  years 
ago  getting  labourers  for  his  plantations  ;  he  had  a 
very  fine  large  dog  with  him,  which  the  natives 
stole  and  devoured.  Alf.  Jardine. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  V\ie%  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.    By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 

o  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  Tlie  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 

Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Jngler 
says  :  ."All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Diimer  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 

nything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 

educed  price  of  2s.  6d. 
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FKESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 


{Continued  from  page  109.) 
CHAPTER  lY.— continued. 
Fig.  34  represents  a  very  useM  net  for  obtain- 
ing aquarium  specimens.    The  frame  is  of  strong 
iron,  which  is  screwed  into  a  stout  wooden  handle 
of  about  6fb.  in  length.    The  material  for  the  net 
part  may  be  of  what  is  called  mosquito-net,  or  of 
that  light  canvas  which  is  sold  for  straining  milk. 
The  net  should  not  be  too  deep,  and  be  of  the 
shape  represented  in  the  engraving.    It  ought  to 
be — at  any  rate,  the  fore  part  of  it — attached  to 
the  iron  frame  by  means  of  small  rings,  which 
prevent  to  a  great  extent 
the  wearing  away  of  the 
net  by  rubbing  against  the 
^■J  mud,  stones,  and  bottom 
of  the  water.    Such  a  net 
as  this,  which  should  be 
about  3ft.  in  circumference, 
with  care  will  last  for  a 
long  time. 

Another,  a  much  smaller 
net  in  every  way,  but  made 
upon  the  same  plan,  will 
be  found  very  convenient 
in  addition  to  the  one  just 
described. 

Besides  the  nets,  there 
should   be  taken   on  the 
hunting  expedition,  a  long 
piece  of  strong  cord,  at  the 
end  of  which  is  fastened  a 
kind  of  hook,  made  some- 
what after  the  fashion  of  a 
tiny  anchor.    This  will  be 
useful  for  pulling  up  from 
the  bottoms  of  ponds,  etc., 
masses  of  aquatic  plants,  among  the  dripping  and 
muddy  tangles  of  which  will  be  found  many  very 
interesting  creatures. 

A  very  simple  arrangement  may  be  made  for 
obtaining  almost  any  number  of  Entomostraca  and 
other  small  aquatic  [animals.  It  consists  of  a 
wide-mouthed  bottle,  a  small  metal  funnel,  and  a 
small  indiarubber  or  leaden  tube.  The  broad  end 
of  the  funnel  is  covered  with  a  piece  of  very  fine 
muslin— so  fine  that  it  will  hardly  allow  anything 
but  the  water  itself  to  pass  through  it— and  the 
narrow  part  of  the  funnel  is  attached  to  one  end  of 
the  tube.  As  long  as  the  funnel  will  go  into  the 
bottle,  the  broader  it  is  the  better.  The  funnel 
should  occupy  the  same  position  in  the  bottle  as 
represented  in  the  illustration  (Fig.  35).  The 
bottle  ought  to  have  a  piece  of  strong  string  tied 
round  its  neck,  in  order  that  it  may  be  easily 
carried — even  while  water  is  running  through  the 
siphon— from  'place  to  place.  Another  bottle 
should  be  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  strong  walking 
or  other  stick,  so  that  water  may  be  taken  from 
the  pond,  ditch,  or  stream,  both  near  the  edge  and 
some  distance  from  it,  and  poured  into  the  bottle 
possessing  the  siphon.  As  soon  as  the  latter  is 
full  of  the  water,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  the 


Fig.  34.  Collecting- 
net. 


Fig.  35.  Bottlk  and  Siphon. 

minute  animals  required,  the  siphon  is  made  to 
run,  and  by  constant  additions  of  water  is  allowed 
to  continue  doing  so  until  sufficient  captives  are 
taken. 

When  the  muslin  gets  choked— as  it  occasionally 
will  do— with  mud  and  the  like,  it  may  be  cleared 
by  gently  striking  it  once  or  twice  against  the  sur- 
face of  the  water  within  the  bottle.  This  opera- 
tion will  necessitate,  of  course,  the  re-starting  of 
the  siphon.    As  the  Entomostraca,  which  will  be 


*  This  IS  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with  many  new 
illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  anano-e- 
ment  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill.  '  ."i<i"=e 


described  in  Chapter  XV.,  are  attracted  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  by  the  shining  of  the  sun,  a 
fine  rather  than  a  dull  day  should  be  chosen  for 
catching  them. 

Besides  the  cans,  bottles,  and  nets,  the  collector 
of  specimens  for  the  aquarium  will  find  the  fol- 
lowing articles  very  useful  during  his  hunting 
expeditions :  (1)  A  pair  of  forceps ;  (2)  a  small 
brush  of  camel's-hair ;  (3)  apiece  of  mackintosh  ;  (4) 
magnifying  glass  ;  (5)  wading  boots  ;  (6)  wire,  string, 
and  a  pocket-knife. 

The  forceps  are  convenient  for  quickly  and  gently 
picking  certain  animals  off  the  weeds,  or  out  of  the 
mud  brought  to  the  banks  with  the  weeds,  and 
placing  them  into  the  receptacles  prepared  for 
them.  Fig.  36  represents  two  kinds  of  forceps. 
The  steel  forceps  may  be  obtained,  for  a  small  sum 
of  money,  of  a  surgical  instrument  maker.  The 
wooden  forceps  can  be  easily  made  at  home  by 
nailing  two  slender  pieces  of  hard 
and  elastic  wood  to  a  small  |  | 
centre  block.  If  the  latter  pair 
of  forceps  are  1ft.  long,  they  may 
be  lused  also  for  bringing  up 
objects  from  the  bottom  of  the 
smaller  aquaria. 

The  camel's-hair  brush  is  con- 
venient for  removing  the  more 
delicate  animals  from  the  weeds 
or  net,  and  placing  them  in  the 
bottles. 

The  piece  of  mackintosh  is  use- 
ful for  three  different  purposes  : 
for  the  collector  to  kneel  on  while 
he  is  examining  the  weeds  or  mud 
which  he  has  taken  from  the 
water ;  for  receiving  the  various 
animals  which  fall  from  those 
aquatic  plants  which  are  shaken 
over  it ;  and  for  wrapping  up  the 
weeds  which  are  intended  to  be 
carried  away.  It  should  not  be 
much  less  than  1yd.  square. 

The  magnifying-glass  is  often 
of  great  help  in  making  a  close 
and  careful  examination  of  both 
plants  ; and  animals,  and  lin  de-    Fig.  36.  Wooden 
ciding  what  are  to  be  left  behind       and  Steel 
and  what  taken  home.  Forceps. 

Of  course,  it  goes  without 
saying  that  a  pair  of  strong  boots  are  almost  a 
sine  qua  non  during  the  expeditions  in  search  of 
aquarium  specimens  ;  but  those  boots  in  which  the 
collector  can  wade  in  the  water  up  to  his  knees 
are  not  only  a  great  convenience,  but  are  also  often 
the  means  (by  reason  of  the  greater  range  which 
they  give)  of  making  interesting  captures. 

A  piece  of  string,  some  thin  wire,  and  a  pocket- 
knife  should  never  be  left  behind,  for  one  or  other 
of  them  is  almost  sure  to  be  required  for  something 
during  the  day. 

If  the  aquarium-keeper  be  prudent,  he  will  take 
care  not  to  overburden  himself  with  bottles  and 
nets,  for  nothing  is  so  likely  to  mar  the  pleasure  of 
a  hunting  expedition  as  a  long  walk  home,  after 
hard  work,  with  more  than  one  can  conveniently 
carry. 

I  have  more  than  once  heard  it  said  that  one  of 
the  greatest  charms  of  English  sport  is  that  one 
never  knows  for  certain  what  is  going  to  "  get 
up."  This  is,  in  a  M'ay,  true  of  hunting  for 
aquarium  specimens,  for  the  collector  is  always 
wondering  what  he  will  jfish  up  next ;  and  after  he 
has  begun  to  use  his  nets  in  some  well-stocked 
piece  of  water,  he  hardly  knows  when  to  leave  off, 
or  when  he  has  obtained  enough  prizes.  At  least, 
such  has  generally  been  my  own  experience.  There 
are  often  in  ponds,  ditches,  and  streams  what  may 
be  called  traps.  These  traps  consist  of  old  boots, 
old  hats,  pieces  of  rag,  and  half-sunk  bonnet-boxes 
or  newspapers  ;  and  if  the  collector  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  such  things,  he  will  frequently 
be  well  rewarded  for  his  pains,  for  in  them  or  imder 
them  a  good  collection  of  many  and  various  aquatic 
animals  are  often  to  be  found.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
good  plan  to  purposely  set  these  useful  traps. 

I  can  easily  remember  that  while  I  was  a  small 
boy  I  often  looked  (forward  to  the  time  when  I 
should  be  able  to  possess  one  very  large  aquarium 
in  which  I  could  place  all  the  different  aquatic 
animals  I  might  procure  ;  but  I  have  long  since 
learnt  by  experience  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
members  of  such  an  interesting  (to  me)  collection 
to  live  peaceably  together  for  any  length  of  time — ■ 
no,  not  even  for  one  single  night.    It  is  wise. 


therefore,  for  the  collector  to  return  home  from  liis 
hunting  expedition  before  it  be  too  late,  or  before 
he  be  too  tired  to  put  his  prizes  into  their  respec- 
tive dwelling-places.  Should  he,  however,  be  in- 
disposed or  unable  at  once  to  finally  assort  his 
captives,  he  ought  to  transfer  into  shallow  and 
well-covered  vessels  those  creatures  which  he 
cannot  trust,  either  for  their  own  welfare  or  for 
the  welfare  of  their  comrades,  to  remain  in  the 
collecting- bottles.  The  various  animals  and  plants 
can  then  be  conveniently  arranged  on  the  following 
day. 

There  is  a  little  net  which  may  be  cheaply  and 
easily  made,  and  which  I  have  found  very  useful 
for  transferring  aquatic  specimens  from  vessel  to 
vessel.  The  net  is  constructed  out  of  one  of  the 
small  wire  baskets  which  are  sold  for  the  purpose 
of  hanging  on  to  the  ends  of  teapot-spouts,  in  order 
that  they  may  catch  those  tea-leaves  which  other- 
wise would  fall  into  the  cups.  The  wire  fastening 
which  is  made  to  go  down  the  spout  of  the  teapot 
is  taken  off  the  basket,  and  a  straight  piece  of 
rather  thin  wire,  about  16in.  or  18in.  long,  is  wound 
(at  its  middle)  once  round  the  basket,  just  below 
the  rim,  in  such  a  way  that  the  two  ends  when 
twisted  together  form  a  handle  of  nearly  1ft.  in 
length.  The  teapot-spout  basket  may  be  bought 
at  almost  every  ironmonger's  for  Id.  or  Ijd. 

There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  year  which  is 
altogether  unsuitable  for  excursions  in  search  of 
aquatic  animals  or  plants.  I  have  had  successful 
days  even  when  I  have  been  obliged  to  break  the 
thin  ice  which  was  covering  the  surface  of  the 
water.  However,  the  summer-time  is  the  best 
season  of  all  for  these  expeditions. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Management  of  the  Aqcarium. 

An  aquarium,  in  the  formation  of  which  cement 
of  most  kinds  has  been  used,  should  stand  filled 
with  water  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  and  the 
water  be  changed  several  times  during  that  period, 
before  it  is  stocked.  The  cement  will  thus  have 
an  opportunity  of  giving  off  anything  which  would 
be  likely  to  injure  the  inhabitants  of  the  tank. 
When  the  aquarium  has  been  sufficiently  seasoned 
in  this  way,  empty  it,  clean  it,  and  put  it  into  its 
permanent  position,  taking  care  that  it  stands 
quite  firm  and  is  perfectly  level  in  every  direction. 
After  this  has  been  satisfactorily  arranged,  some 
sand  should  be  taken  from  a  river  or  running  stream  ; 
but  if  it  cannot  conveniently  be  procured  from  there, 
ordinary  bird-sand  will  do  very  well  when  it  has 
been  prepared  in  the  following  manner  :  By  means 
of  a  fine-meshed  sieve  all  the  larger  stones  should 
be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  sand.  As  the 
3and  is  riddled  it  should  fall  into  a  bucket  of  water. 
When  a  sufficient  quantity  of  sand  has  been 
obtained  in  this  way,  it  ought  to  be  energeticallj- 
stirred  for  several  minutes  with  a  stick,  and  then 
the  muddy  water  poured  off.  The  pail  should  now 
be  filled  with  boiling  water,  in  which  the  sand 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  washed,  and  then  the 
water  emptied  awaj'.  When  this  operation  has 
been  repeated  two  or  three  times,  the  sand  wQl  be 
ready  for  the  aquarium.  Eiver-sand  should  also 
undergo  the  same  careful  washing.  This  cleansing 
of  the  sand  ought  never  to  be  neglected,  for  with- 
out it  some  decaying  matter,  either  vegetable  or 
animal,  will  certainly  be  present,  and  in  time  may 
corrupt  the  water  of  the  tank,  and  so  cause  injury 
to  its  inmates. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  FEW  NOTES  ON  BODS,  ETC. 

It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  wonderment  to 
me  that  anglers  will  persist  in  buying  articles  for 
certain  styles  of  fishing  that  are  utterly  useless, 
and  at  shops  that  sometimes  carry  on  two  or 
three  different  trades,  rods  made  by  nobody  Icnows 
who,  and  the  proprietor  no  fishennan.  instead  of 
paying  a  Kttle  more  for  rods,  etc.,  sold  by  practical 
makers  and  experts  at  the  head  of  their  profession. 
I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  had  as  many  different 
sorts  of  rods  through  my  hands  as  here  and  there 
one,  and  with  respect  to  a  good  manj-  of  them  the 
best  use  that  one  could  make  of  them  would  be  to 
boil  the  kettle  with  them,  so  far  as  catching  the 
particular  fish  for  which  they  were  boughfc  is  con- 
cerned. In  many  cases  the  purchasers  in  time 
discovered  their  error  and  bought  others  of  superior 
make  and  quality.    Like  many  more  they  judged 
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fi-om  the  looks  of  the  article  and  suffered  accord- 
ingly. So-called  chub  rods,  for  instance,  that 
would  no  more  ytand  the  backward  sweep  in 
striking  a  chub  from  thirty-five  to  forty  yards  from 
the  bank  than  a  reed. 

Again,  take  reel  fittings.  The  reel  fittings  on 
my  twelve  feet  Nottingham  barbel  rod,  made  by 
one  of  the  best  Nottingham  experts,  is  exactly 
twelve  inches  from  the  end  of  the  butt,  and  the 
rod,  being  supple,  light,  and  strong,  enables  one  to 
cast  with  ease  and  comfort.  Strong  it  must  be, 
for  I  once  lifted  a  l^lb.  roach  out  of  a  deep  pool  in 
the  rivtr  Rib  on  the  thinnest  top,  when  I  was 
without  my  landing-net.  On  several  occasions  I 
have  been  out  with  anglers  who  have  expressed 
their  astonishment  at  this  distance,  but  what 
power  would  one  have  in  casting  long  distances  if 
the  winch  fittings  were  fixed  on  such  a  rod  so  that 
one  could  get  one's  hand  even  well  between  them  and 
the  end  of  the  butt.  Personally,  1  should  be  quite 
crippled ;  and  I  have  seen  hundreds  made  in  this 
fashion.  On  the  other  hand,  when  fishing  from  a 
punt  with  a  ten  feet  rod,  where  the  float  can  be 
allowed  to  travel  with  the  current,  the  fish  struck 
a  long  distance  from  the  rod  top,  say  thirty-five 
yards,  with  the  rod  held  near  the  surface  straight 
before  the  angler,  and  no  casting  is  necessary,  the 
latter  distance  from  the  reel  fittings  to  the  butt 
would  rather  aid  one  in  striking  than  otherwise, 
owing  to  the  extra  leverage  obtained,  the  same  as 
in  fly  fishing,  with  the  reel  fittings  part  and  parcel 
of  the  butt. 

The  one  great  drawback  to  many  of  these  rods 
was  their  excessively  heavy  tops  ;  perch  and  bream 
rods  with  tops  heavy  enough  for  jack  fishing,  good 
fifty  years  old  hickory,  as  hard  as  teak.  Any- 
way, they  were  much  heavier  than  a  rod  I  once 
bought  of  a  Midland  angler,  with  which  he  killed  a 
pike  over  151b.  without  much  difficulty.  Then, 
you  see,  he  knew  how  to  play  a  fish,  and  you  may 
txke  my  word;  that  he  would  have  to  play  it  with 
such  a  rod;  seven  and  eight  pounders  had  little 
chance  of  escaping. 

It  is  just  possible  that  some  of  the  anglers  to 
whom  I  refer  above  max  not  know  that  there  is 
such  an  angling  paper  as  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
that  they  can  see,  week  after  week,  advertisements 
by  practical  anglers  who  sell  rods  specially  adapted 
for  catching  various  species  of  fish — Nottingliam, 
Newark,  Sheffield,  Norfolk,  salmon,  trout,  punt,  or 
roaoli  rods  ;  but  sooner  than  pay  a  few  shillings 
more  in  the  first  instance  for  a  good  article,  they 
prefer  something  cheap  and  nasty ;  similar  to  a 
man  going  to  a  third-rate  draper  for  a  waterproof 
coat,  who  could  no  more  tell  one  what  it  was  made 
of  than  he  could  fly.  I  say  he  would  sooner  go  to 
this  man  of  sev  eral  trades  than  to  a  man  who  had 
made  the  manufacture  of  waterproofs  a  study  all 
his  life,  and  could  tell  a  good  from  a  bad  article 
blindfolded.  So  many  there  are  who  try  to  get 
something  for  nothing,  and  fail. 

Rings. — If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another 
that   I   detest  it  is  attempting  to  cast  a  float 
(especially  with  the  loop  throw)  with  a  fine  line 
when  using  snake  rings,  and  my  experience  is  this  : 
the  finer  the  line  the  more  likely  is  it  to  hitch 
round  the  lowest  ring,  and  in  spite  of  all  one  can 
do  it  will  hitch  round  that  portion  of  the  ring  that 
is  nearest  to  the  rod.    Cast  after  cast,  swish  !  the 
line  catches  round  the  ring,  the  float  dangles  in 
mid  air,  and  thei'e  you  are !     To  pi-event  this 
intolerable   nuisance   the   angler  should  have  a 
Bell's  Life"  ring  fixed  on  the  bottom  joint  with 
the  usual  snake  rings  above  it.     Some  anglers 
have  two,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  they  are  not 
right.    The  barbel  rod  referred  to  above  has  one 
on  the  bottom  and  one  about  fourteen  inches  up 
the  middle  joint,  and  the  line  very  seldom  gets 
entangled.    This  is  where  one  gets' the  benefit  of 
having  a  rod  made  by  a  practical  angler.  Hundreds 
of  rods  are  still  made  with  snake  rings  throughout, 
but  in  case  of  casting  a  fine  line  this  only  increases 
the  difficulties  of  the  angler.    I  have  frequently 
seen  rods  with  the  top  ring  standing  out  at  right 
angles  level  with  the  top  joint;  the  result  is  the 
next  ring  below  hanging  straight  down  from  the  rod, 
and  consequently  lower  than  that  above  it;  the  lino 
has  to  rise  up  and  very  often  do  a  sort  of  "loppity" 
business  before  it  can  pass  over  a  ring  tied  in  this 
absurd  manner.     I  contend  that  the  aperture  of 
the  top  ring,  whatever  its  shape  or  make,  should 
be  in  a  line  and  perfectly  level  with  all  the  other 
lings,  so  that  in  looking  down  the  top  joint  one 
can  see  straight  through  it,  and  not  fixed  at  all  sorts 
of  angles,  as  they  often  are  at  present,  for  the  line  to 


pass  through  as  best  it  can,  more  especially  on 
many  of  the  cheap  split-cane  American  rods.  I 
have  bent  down  scores  of  top  rings,  at  the  risk  of 
breaking  the  tops,  to  bring  them  on  a  line  and  level 
with  the  other  rings  on  the  rod,  so  that  a  line 
could  pass  freely  through  them.  It  is,  to  say  the 
least,  extraordinary  that  such  a  contingency  never 
seemed  to  strike  those  who  were  responsible  for 
their  manufacture.  The  rings  should  be  large 
enough  for  the  free  play  of  the  line,  and  not  the 
little  pottering  rings  I  have  frequently  seen  on 
rods  that  were  neither  useful  nor  ornamental. 
Salmon,  trout,  pike,  bottom,  punt,  and  ledgering 
rods  have  all  come  short  of  what  T  consider  rods 
should  be  in  this  respect. 

Beels.  —  So  much  has  been  written  on  these 
articles  that  it  seems  superfluous  to  refer  to  the 
subject ;  but  in  nearly  all  the  wooden  reels  the  small 
space  that  is  left  at  the  neck  of  the  reel,  if  1  may  so 
term  it,  between  the  brass  connected  with  the  scoop 
and  the  woodwork,  causes  no  end  of  trouble  to 
anglers,  especially  to  beginners,  whatever  it  may 
to  experts.    Why  this  neck  of  brasswork  cannot  be 
made  to  fit  close  to  the  woodwork,  or  bevelled  ofl', 
and  this  detestable  space  done  away  with  somehow 
I  cannot  understand  ;  at  all  events,  I  saw  a  centre 
reel  the  other  day,  made  by  an  engineer,  with  this 
neck  of  bi-ass  connected  to  the  reel,  without  any 
opening  space,  and  it  acted  admirably,  it  being 
next  to  impossible  for  the  line  to  get  caught  in  it ; 
not  only  this,  the  maker  of  it  said  that  the  present 
system  was  a  most  absurd  one.    On  a  windy  day, 
more  especially,  this  space  is  simply  a  trap  to 
catch  the  line  in,  and  a  general  nuisance.  One 
would  scarcely  think  that  a  knowing  gentleman 
would  keep  a  shop  and  sell  rods  without  reels  made 
to  fit  them  ;  should  the  reels  do  so,  it  is  often  more 
by  luck  than  judgment.    I  have  frequently  seen  a 
rod  cut  all  to  pieces  to  make  the  reel  fit  properly  ; 
in  fact,  I  have  one  by  a  well-known  maker  that 
some  angler  has  cut  down  between  the  two 
reeb  fittings,  or  rings,  on  purpose  to  make  the 
rings  grip  the  reel,  and  a  nice  beauty  it  looks.  Unless 
the  rod  has  universal  fittings  the  scoop  may  be  too 
long,  short,  broad,  narrow,  thick,  or  too  thin,  and 
one  has  to  do  the  best  one  can.    A  touchy  gent  in 
a  great  hurry  will  out  with  his  knife  and,  before 
one  can  say  Jack  Robinson,  give  the  rod  beans, 
as  the  saying  is.    I  have  seen  an  expensive,  com- 
paratively new,  mottled  cane  rod  with  the  space 
for  tlie  reel  cut  nearly  through  and  covered  over 
with  a  piece  of  an  old  Isid  glove  ;  and  with  respect  to 
some  of  the  cheap  American  split-cane  rods,  with 
the  grand,  gaudy,  plated  fittings,  I  have  seen  the 
reel  fittings  so  close  to  the  rods  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  any  reel  to  fit  until  they  were  prised 
open.    I  liave  had  to  perform  this  prising  operation 
on  six  or  seven,  one  after  the  other,  and  even  then 
the  scoops  of  four  reels  out  of  five  would  not  fit 
properly,  and  the  reel  that  would  fit  perhaps  quite 
unsuitable,  all  proving  the  great  advantage  of  dealing 
with  firms  that  not  only  make  proper  rods  but 
supply  reels  to  fit  and  balance  them.    I  contend  if 
a  firm  makes  five  hundred  rods  after  a  certain 
pattern  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  supply  reels 
to  fit  and  balance  them  properly.    "  The  rod  and 
reel  should  balance  to  a  nicety  when  together," 
says  an  old  author.   Just  so.    Hundreds  of  anglers 
will  buy  rods,  but  with  respect  to  the  reels  to  fit 
and  balance  them  they  trust  to  chance. 

I  have  seen  a  little,  miserable,  light,  brass  reel 
(price  Is.  6d.)  on  a  long,  wobbling,  heavy  butted 
rod,  used  by  a  gentleman  who  thought  he  knew 
something  about  angling  I  can  tell  you.  Every 
fisherman  of  any  experience  must  often  have  seen 
an  angler  go  into  a  shop,  and  after  trying  five  or 
six  rods  choose  one  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  and 
walk  out  without  giving  a  single  thought  about  a 
reel  to  suit  it.  He  has  got  a  rod,  and  no  matter 
what  sort  of  fishing  it  is  for,  the  reel  has  to  take 
care  of  itself. 

Floats.  —  Two-thirds  of  the  gaudily-painted 
cork  and  other  floats  sold  at  some  of  the  tackle 
shops  are  utterly  useless  for  comparatively 
shallow  swims,  painted  blue,  brown,  white,  and 
red.  In  swims  from  seven  feet  to  nine  feet  in 
depth  I  do  not  think  it  matters  much  what  float 
is  used,  if  it  is  only  on  the  small  size,  in  some  old 
ponds  and  fleets,  for  instance,  where  the  water  is 
often  opaque ;  but  even  when  using  a  small  quill 
float  in  shallow  swims,  I  prefer  all  that  portion 
below  the  top  cap  to  be  painted  a  dark  green. 
The  float  being  a  necessary  evil,  the  tyro  should 
try  and  imitate  nature,  and  make  it  a  rule  to  fish 
on  all  occasions  with  the  smallest  float  possible, 


and  more  especially  in  clear,  shallow  swims,  even 
a  small  piece  of  old  cork,  about  the  size  of  a 
marble,  being  more  likely  to  deceive  such  fish  as 
dace,  chub,  and  trout  than  an  ordinary  float. 

  A. 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 


{Continued  from  page  113.) 

The  overalls  are  most  useful  at  all  times  in  sea- 
fishing,  as  they  afford  complete  protection  fore  and 
aft,  and  enable  you  to  haul  in  line  and  fish  without 
getting  yoiu"  knees  wet,  as  well  as  to  sit  down  in 
comfort  wherever  you  please,  no  matter  Avhat  the 
state  of  the  boat  may  be. 

Of  course  it  does  not  much  matter  for  boat  work 
what  the  length  of  the  cape  is.  I  mention  thirty 
inches,  because  I  have  found  such  a  one  most 
useful  on  shore,  as  well  as  on  the  water,  for  shoot- 
ing of  all  kinds,  or  other  fishing.  If  you  have  no 
one  at  hand  to  carry  it  when  not  wanted,  its  weight 
is  but  little  felt  in  your  inner  coat  pocket,  or,  what 
is  better,  it  can  be  rolled  up  and  fastened  by  a 
couple  of  little  straps  or  strings  to  the  strap  of 
your  shot  bag  or  fishing  basket,  in  which  position 
you  are  really  scarcely  sensible  of  its  presence.  It 
will  save  you  many  a  wet  jacket,  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  getting  all  the  things  in  your  pockets 
drenched  and  perhaps  spoiled.  I  scarcely  know 
anything  more  aggravating  than,  when  turning 
homewards  after  your  work  is  done,  and  you  are 
longing  for  a  quiet  pipe,  to  find  that  your  matches 
are  all  saturated  and  no  light  is  procurable.  While 
actually  shooting,  the  cape  will  be  found  surpris- 
ingly little  in  the  way,  it  being  easy  to  dispose  it, 
so  that,  while  your  locks  are  protected,  you  can 
instantly  throw  it  aside  sufficiently  to  shoot  with 
ease.  When  going  up  to  a  point,  you  can,  if  you 
please,  throw  it  quite  back  ofi'  the  right  shoulder. 
The  only  thing  against  it  that  I  know  is  that  in 
a  high  wind  it  is  apt  to  get  blown  up  over  your 
head,  but  this  is  easily  obviated  by  ha^'ing  a  button 
sewn  on  inside  it  at  the  bottom,  and  a  correspond- 
ing button-hole  in  the  middle  back  seam  of  your 
shooting  coat. 

While  on  the  subject  of  dress,  I  will  just  say  a 
word  as  to  one  or  two  other  points.  By  far  the 
best  leg-coverings  for  walking  in  an  open  country 
are,  I  think,  knickerbockers.  These  are  generally 
made  to  buckle  at  the  knee,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
worn  otherwise.  I  rather  prefer,  however,  for 
grouse-shooting,  to  have  them  simply  cut  quite 
loose,  so  as  to  hang  about  six  or  eight  inches  below 
the  knee,  with  strings  run  through  the  bottoms  to 
tie  on  the  inside,  and  a  slit,  also  in  the  inside, 
extending  a  little  above  the  knee.  When  on  com- 
paratively level  ground,  it  the  material  of  which 
they  are  made  is  moderately  light,  I  find  it  rather 
cooler  and  pleasanter  to  leave  them  hanging  down, 
with  the  strings  just  tied  loosely.  On  coming  to 
any  really  hard  work  in  the  way  of  steep  ground, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  bend  the  knee  much, 
they  can  be  in  a  moment  drawn  up  over  the  calf 
and  tied  tightly  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  slipping. 
The  slits  should  on  no  account  be  made  outside,  or 
the  midges  and  "  clegs  "  (horse-flies)  will  make  your 
life  a  burthen  to  you. 

An  elastic  belt  round  the  waist  is  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  braces.  It  should  be  tolerably  broad, 
and  fastened  by  a  buckle,  not  a  clasp,  so  that  you 
can  let  out  a  reef  when  you  like. 

The  best  kind  of  cap  that  I  know  for  sea-fishing 
or  deer-stalking — having  its  origin,  I  believe,  at 
Scatwell,  in  Ross-shire — is  very  simply  made  as 
follows  :  The  crown  consists  of  four  pieces  coming 
to  a  point  at  the  top,  and  fitting  closely  to  the 
head.  Before  and  behind  there  are  peaks  to  pro- 
tect eyes  and  neck,  and  on  either  side,  springing 
from  the  extremities  of  the  peaks,  a  lappet,  one 
furnished  with  a  loop,  the  other  with  a  button,  and 
made  long  enough  just  to  fasten  over  the  head,  or 
under  the  chin,  at  pleasure,  forming  in  the  latter 
position  a  covering  for  the  ears,  which  those  who 
have,  when  after  deer,  lain  for  hours  on  the  hill- 
side, waiting  for  the  mist  to  clear  off,  will  readily 
appreciate.  It  should  be  made,  I  need  hardly  say, 
of  some  unobtrusive  coloured  woollen  stufl'. 
To  Pair  Glovbs — Fish  Taxidermy. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  although  you  may 
have  put  by  your  old  gloves  in  pairs  against  the 
next  shooting  season,  you  will  not  unfrequently 
find_your  stock,  when  you  come  to  use  them,  to 

*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume. 
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consist  almost  entirely  of  left-hand  gloves.  Whetlier 
this  may  arise  from  the  fact  that  housemaids 
generally  clean  the  grates  with  the  right  hand,  and 
like  to  keep  that  clean  also,  we  need  not  inquire ; 
I  would  only  suggest  to  anyone  who  may  find 
himself  with  two  odd  gloves  in  his  pocket  not  to 
"  cuss  and  swear,"  but  just  turn  one  of  them  inside 
out,  when  he  will  have  a  pair  that  will  do  to  shoot 
in,  at  any  rate. 

Judging  from  the  miserable  failures  which  con- 
stantly offend  the  eye,  it  would  appear  that  the  art 
of  stuffing  fish  is  one  in  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
attain  to  a  result  at  all  approaching  perfection. 
So-called  preserved  specimens  are  almost  invariably 
stuck  straight  up  in  the  middle  of  their  cases — fins 
and  tail  stretched  to  the  utmost  possible  limits — 
eyes,  the  largest  that  can  be  forced  into  the  sockets, 
and  guiltless  of  any  attempt  at  speculation — body 
often  stuffed  out  like  a  "  rolly-polly  "  pudding,  and 
the  colour  generally  toned  down  to  £,  rich  deep 
mahogany:  all  this,  too,  very  frequently  without 
the  slightest  accessories  of  weed  or  stones  to  relieve 
the  barren  dreariness  of  the  case. 

Conceive  a  portrait-painter  representing  his 
subject  as  standing,  without  fore  or  back  ground, 
"  straight  to  the  front,"  staring  before  him  on 
vacancy  with  distended  eyelids,  his  legs  as  wide 
apart  as  possible,  his  arms  extended  at  right  angles 
to  his  body,  and  the  whole  coloured  a  la  Mulatto. 
Such  a  portrait  would  be  deservedly  treated  as  a 
caricature ;  yet  it  would  probably  convey  about  as 
faithful  an  idea  of  the  man  as  the  other  of  the 
fish.  It  may  not  be  easy  to  give  much  expression 
to  the  eye,  but  surely  our  taxidermists,  by  devoting 
a  little  more  attention  to  this  branch  of  their  art, 
might  succeed  in  generally  investing  their  fish  with 
more  life,  truth,  and  character. 

It  is  now  quite  a  matter  for  condolence  to  see  a 
fish  on  whose  perfect  condition  and  lovely  colour 
you  gazed  with  fond  admiration,  as  he  lay  on  the 
bank  your  prize  after  a  well  fought  battle,  trans- 
formed into  the  wretched  mummy  which  he  too 
often  appears  when  returned  to  you  from  the  hands 
of  the  stufier  to  whom  you  had,  not  without  a 
feeling  of  pardonable  pride,  entrusted  him. 

Spearing  Flat-Fish. 

There  is  worse  sport  than  spearing  flat-fish, 
"  fluking  "  as  it  is  called  in  the  south  of  England, 
which  in  sandy  estuaries  (the  favourite  resorts  of 
these  fish)  may  often  be  practised  with  considerable 
success.  A  fom-  or  five  pronged  spear  is  the  best 
for  the  purpose.  The  prongs  should  be  about 
three  inches  apart  and  barbed  on  one  side,  and  the 
cross-piece  to  which  they  are  affixed  attached  to  a 
light  tough  pole  just  long  enough  to  admit  of  easy 
use  in  the  water  you  are  fishing.  The  simplest  and 
best  mode  of  working  this  is,  when  practicable, 
to  allow  your  boat  to  drift  down  with  the  tide, 
"  broadside  on,"  while  you  spear  away  at  random, 
or,  when  the  water  is  sufficiently  clear  and  shallow 
to  admit  of  your  doing  so,  reserve  your  fire  until 
you  see  a  fish  to  take  a  shot  at.  Great  numbers 
may  be  caught  in  this  w'ay  near  the  mouths  of 
some  of  the  Devonshire  rivers,  amongst  which  I  may 
mention  the  Erme  and  Teign,  as  being  extremely 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  affording  abund- 
ance of  flat-fish. 

When  a  boy  at  a  private  tutor's  not  far  from  the 
former  I  used,  with  a  spear  which  I  kept  hidden  in 
some  gorse  near  our  bathing  place,  and  took  into 
the  water  with  me — perhaps  up  to  my  breast  or  chin 
in  it — to  pick  up  up  a  great  many.  I  remember 
on  one  occasion  striking  and  securing  three  at  once. 
My  plan  for  getting  a  good  one  off  the  spear,  as  its 
barbs  were  not  in  first-rate  working  order,  was  to 
insinuate  my  foot  under  the  fish,  getting  a  toe 
on  each  side  of  the  prong  on  which  he  was,  to  raise 
up  foot  and  all  until  I  could  reach  it  with  my  hand 
and  take  him  off,  when  I  pitched  him  on  shore  to 
wait  until  I  came  out. 

Can  Flat-Fish  Change  Colour  at  Will  ? 

Hugh  lliller,  in  that  very  entertaining  book  of 
his,  "  My  Schools  and  Schoolmasters,"  asserts  that 
flat-fish  have'  the  power  of  changing  their  colour 
at  will,  making  it  accord  with  that  of  the  bottom 
on  which  they  may  happen  to  be  lying.  He,  alas  ! 
poor  fellow,  is  no  longer  among  us  to  throw 
additional  light  on  the  subject  from  his  own 
experience,  and  I  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion  at 
variance  with  that  of  so  accurate  an  observer  of 
nature.  I  cannot,  however,  but  fancy  that  in  this 
instance  he  may  have  been  deceived  by  appearances. 
Undoubtedly  the  flat-fish  does  apparently  assume 
the  colour  of  the  bottom  on  which  he  rests,  but,  so 


far  as  my  observation  extends,  this  is  only  because 
the  moment  that  he  halts,  by  a  motion  of  his  fins  and 
tail  so  rapid  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible,  he 
throws  up  over  his  back  some  of  the  surrounding 
sand,  working  himself  down  as  he  does  it  to  a  lower 
level.  He  thus  becomes  in  a  wonderfully  short 
space  of  time  almost  invisible  to  an  unpractised 
eye,  and  might  easUy  be  supposed  actually  to  have 
changed  colour. 

I  do  not,  of  course,  go  the  length  of  saying 
that  flat-fish  do  not  in  time  become  assimilated  in 
colour  to  that  of  the  bottom  on  which  they  generally 
lie.  On  the  contrary,  knowing  that  other  fish — 
trout  for  instance — do  so,  a  fact  which  cannot  but 
have  forced  itself  on  the  notice  of  every  angler,  I 
should  have  been  much  surprised  had  I  found  that 
this  property  was  not  participated  in  by  flat-fish. 
My  observations  merely  extend  to  their  supposed 
power  of  changing  colour  at  tvill. 

{To  be  continued.) 


HINTS  FROM  AN  ANGLER'S  WIFE. 


Well,  there  are  anglers,  and  anglers,  as  the 
Frenchman  says.  I  happen  to  know  several  of  both 
sorts. 

There  is  the  angler  who,  when  he  returns  home 
after  a  day's  angling,  carelessly  throws  off  his 
superfluous  clothing,  throws  down  his  creel,  rods, 
and  tackle  and  sits  down  to  a  good  round  meal 
which  has  been  daintily  prepared  for  him  perhaps 
by  his  better  half,  or  mother  or  sister,  and  having 
done  full  justice  to  the  same,  puts  rods,  creel, 
tackle,  etc.,  away  in  the  same  condition  in  which 
he  has  brought  them  in — and  does  not  even  look 
at  either  again  until  the  elements  are  favourable 
for  another  day's  outing. 

When  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  have  another 
try  among  the  pike,  he  picks  up  his  tackle  and 
starts  off  in  high  spirits  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
"  spirits  "  stowed  carefully  away  in  the  luncheon 
package)  and  expectations  of  a  good  day's  sport. 

When  he  arrives  at  the  chosen  spot,  he  and  his 
"pro"  moor  the  punt,  prepare  the  tackle,  and 
put  on  a  nice  tempting  bait,  hoping  to  lure  "  Mr. 
Pike  "  from  his  watery  home.  Great  is  his  astonish- 
ment and  disgust  to  find  one  after  another  break 
away  with  the  tackle.  Of  course,  it  is  useless 
remaining  in  that  same  spot  after  this  has  happened, 
and  oh  !  dear — the  air  was  thick,  and  it  would  not 
be  a  fit  place  for  either  Mrs.  "Drag"  or  anyone 
else  of  our  sex  to  be  in  or  even  near  that  vicinity. 

Of  course,  he  does  not  think  he  himself  is  to 
blame,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  is,  as  I  will  show 
you  later  on. 

Then  there  is  angler  number  two.  He  certainly 
is  more  careful.  When  he  returns  home  he  care- 
fully removes  his  superfluous  clothing,  tackle,  etc., 
and  after  a  "  wash  and  brush  up,"  as  the  hairdresser 
puts  it,  sits  down  and  enjoys  his  daintily-prepared 
meal.  Then  as  soon  as  he  thinks  of  it,  he  attends 
to  his  tackle,  and  straightway  opens  his  creel  in 
which  his  tackle  is  stowed  away  and  looks  over  it, 
and  carefully  winds  it  about  and  around  one  of  his 
dining-room  chairs,  there  to  remain  until  dry, 
when  it  will  be  carefully  reeled  up  again  and  put 
away  into  his  creel  mitil  a  favourable  opportunity 
ofl'ers  for  another  day's  angling. 

Number  three  is  very  careless  and  lets  his  tackle 
get  into  all  sorts  of  conditions  ;  and  when  he  arrives 
on  a  visit  to  a  brother  angler,  he  opens  his  creel, 
gets  out  his  tackle,  etc.,  and  with  "  I  say  Mrs. 
So-and-so  do  help  me  get  this  line  out  of  this 
beastly  tangle  before  friend  Snooks  (?)  arrives  home 
from  town.  Bai  jove  I  he  would  fairly  roast  me 
alive  if  he  saw  this,  and  do  you  know  this  line  cost 
me  a  pretty  penny  the  last  time  I  was  down 
here,  and  I  have  not  looked  at  it  since  1  Then  his 
friend  Snooks  arrives  on  the  scene  more  disgusted 
than  ever.  Well,  well,  you  chaps,  you  expect  to 
catch  fish  do  you  ?  Now,  my  advice  to  you  is, 
"  Look  well  after  your  tackle,  and  then  you  will 
stand  some  chance."  I  suppose  I  must  "fit  you 
up  "  again,  or  it  will  be  a  case  of  breaking  away 
each  time  you  hook  one.  Why  the  dickens  don't 
you  do  as  I  tell  you,  and  dry  your  lines,  etc. 

Now  number  four  is  a  difi'erent  type  altogether. 
When  he  returns  from  a  fishing  exciirsion  he  care- 
fullj'  removes  all  his  extra  clothing,  and  after  the 
usual  "  wash  and  brush  up  "  sits  down  to  enjoy  a 
good  round  meal,  and  directly  after  he  attends  to 
his  tackle.  First  he  gets  his  rods,  and  with  a  clean 
duster,  borrowed  from  the  kitchen,  he  thoroughly 
dries  and  rubs  them  up,  and  returns  them  to  their 


bags,  which  he  hangs  on  hooks  in  his  own  particular 
sanctum,  so  that  they  do  not  get  warped.  Next  he 
gets  two  newspapers  and  spreads  them  on  the 
dining  table,  and  on  to  these  he  pulls  out  the  lines 
he  has  that  day  used  and  leaves  them  there  till 
next  morning  to  dry.  Of  course,  the  maids  arc 
told,  "  You  must  not  touch  these  lines,  or  woe  betide 
you  "  1  The  next  morning  they  are  reeled  up,  and 
the  next  evening,  if  a  few  moments  can  be  spared, 
they  are  reeled  off  and  tested,  and  rotten  pieces 
broken  ofi'  and  cast  into  the  fire. 

Now  you  can  imagine  this  number  four  rarely,  if 
ever,  has  the  misfortune  to  have  a  big  'un  break 
away  with  the  tackle,  because  he  has  given  time 
and  attention  to  it,  and  do  you  not  think  it  pays 
best  in  the  long  run  ?  Why  certainly,  as  by  number 
four's  methods  his  tackle  lasts  longer  than  those  of 
either  number  one  or  number  three,  and  his  rods 
always  bear  inspection  and  look  equal  to  new. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor  or  Mr.  Drag,  I  fear  I  have 
encroached  too  much  upon  your  valuable  time,  but 
before  closing  let  me  tell  you,  wives,  mothers,  and 
sisters  (especially  when  the  latter  are  other  fellows' 
sisters)  make  observations,  even  if  they  do  not  say 
much,  and  tidy  and  careful  anglers  make  p^xcellent 
husbands.  Take  my  hints  to  heart,  and  if  the 
elements  are  favourable,  and  the  fish  on  the  feed, 
tight  lines  and  full  creels  will  be  more  the  rule 
than  the  exception  of  a  day's  fishing. 

"  Mercedes." 


THE  ENTOMOLOGY  OF  THE 
EKNE.* 


{Continited  from  page  112.) 

"  That  Captain's  Throw  is  worth  anything  to  us 
fishermen,"  said  the  Parson.  "  You  seldom  catch 
anything  there,  to  be  sure,  because  the  rock  on 
which  you  stand  overhangs  the  water,  and  the  fish 
see  you ;  but  then,  in  return,  you  see  them,  and 
your  line,  and  your  fly,  and  everything  that  takes 
place.  Many  a  good  lesson  have  I  got  on  the 
Captain's  Rock." 

"  But  supposing  that  you  are  right,"  said  the 
Squire ;  "  supposing  the  Parson  genus  of  flies  is 
intended  to  imitate  the  shrimp,  ought  it  not  to  be 
common  to  all  rivers  '?  whereas,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief,  it  is  peculiar  to  the  Erne." 

"If  it  is  peculiar  to  the  Erne,  it  is  only  because 
it  is  not  generally  known,"  said  the  Parson.  "I 
have  tried  the  fly  in  Norway,  and  to  some  purpose, 
too,  especially  where  the  waters  are  at  all  tinged, 
or  thick." 

"  Have  you  seen  that  clever  book  by  '  Ephe- 
mera'?  "  said  the  Captain.  "He  has  given  the 
picture  of  a  fly  as  like  our  Erne  Parson  as  can  be, 
to  which  he  assigns  the  name  of  Goldfinch." 

"'Ephemera'  is  mistaken,"  said  the  I'arson ; 
"  our  king  of  flies  was  invented  on  the  banks  of  the 
Erne  in  the  year  183(3,  as  I  can  avouch.  The  real 
Goldfinch  differs  from  it  in  many  important  par- 
ticulars ;  it  has  a  jointed  body,  backed  with  topping, 
or  camel's  hair,  and  has  a  narrow  stripe  of  brown 
argus  in  the  wings:  besides,  it  is  exclusively  a 
Shannon  fly,  and  I  believe  is  never  seen  oft'  that 
river." 

"  It  is  backed  with  other  hair  besides  camel's 
sometimes,"  said  the  Squire,  "  and  is  used  on  other 
rivers  besides  the  Shannon." 

The  Captain  began  to  grow  red,  and  to  look 
unconscious  with  all  his  might,  while  the  Parson 
cast  an  inquiring  glance  across  the  room. 

"  Lady's  hair,  I  mean,"  continued  the  Squire  ; 
"  and  I  am  sure  I  need  not  tell  you  who  tied  the 

fly-" 

"Name!  name  !"  said  the  Parson.  "We  have 
no  secrets  about  our  flies  at  Belleek.  Where  did 
you  get  your  material '?  " 

"  I  will  not  tell  thee  whence  'twas  shred, 
Or  from  what  guiltless  victim's  head," 
said  the  Captain,  theatrically. 

"  I  am  sure  you  need  not,"  said  the  Squire ;  "  all 
the  world  knows  it  was  from  the  fair  head  of  Mary 
Anne  C  ." 

"Were  you  short  in  fiery  brown  pig's  wool"?  " 
said  the  Parson,  maliciously.  "  You  should  have 
come  to  me  ;  I  had  plenty." 

"Fiery  brown!"  exclaimed  the  Captain.  "If 
there  was  true  aubm-n  in  this  world  " 

"  There,  there;  that  will  do,"  broke  in  the  Squire; 

*  From  Newland  s  "  The  Enie.  its  Legemls  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.  F.a. 
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"  that  will  do.  Of  course  it  was  auburn,  that  is  the 
ladies'  colour ;  it  is  only  men's  hair  that  is  red. 
But  what  good  did  you  do  with  your  auburn  fly '? 
Was  anything  beside  yourself  meshed  in  the  mazes 
of  Neojra's  hair  ?  " 

"  It  is  very  odd,"  said  the  Captain ;  "  I  am  not 
at  all  superstitious,  as  you  know ;  but  the  fact  is 
— you  need  not  laugh,  Parson— that  I  never  did 
have  such  success  with  any  fly  that  I  ever  made  as 
I  had  with  that." 

"  Did  not  the  consciousness  of  the  value  risked 
at  the  end  of  your  line  make  your  hand  unsteady '?  " 

"  It  did,"  said  the  Captain ;  "  you  cannot  conceive 
the  state  of  mind  I  was  in  when  I  lost  it  at  last :  I 
hung  it  on  the  trees  at  Mois  Ruah." 

"  Why  on  earth  did  you  not  climb  up  after  it, 
then  '?  "  said  the  Parson. 

"  So  I  did,  and  searched  half  the  day  ;  but  I  had 
broken  my  line  short  ofi",  and  could  never  get  a 
glimpse  of  it ;  and  as  to  making  another  that  was 
altogether  out  of  the  question.  I  had  not  the 
material ;  it  is  not  so  common  as  pigs'  down." 

"  By  the  way,  Paddy,"  said  the  Squire,  "  that 
big  Irish  rod,  the  fellow  that  I  used  with  the  pike 
the  other  day,  did  that  get  much  damage '?  " 

"  Divel  a  hapor'th,"  said  Paddy  Mooshlan.  "  I 
did  not  shorten  it  three  inches  at  the  splice.  Your 
honour  might  have  landed  a  schoolmaster*  with 
it  ten  minutes  afterwards." 

"  I  do  not  above  half  like  those  Irish  rods," 
said  the  Parson  ;  "  they  are  awkward  concerns." 

"  They  have  the  advantage  of  costing  about  one- 
third  the  price  of  your  London  affair,"  said  the 
Captain ;  "  and  for  a  strong  man  Kelly's  rods 
answer  extremely  well." 

"  Yes,  for  a  strong  man,"  said  the  Parson  ;  "  but 
they  are  so  ill-balanced  and  so  top-heavy  that  it  is 
killing  work  to  us  mere  mortals  :  besides,  they 
have  all  too  nmch  play  in  the  third  joint,  which 
makes  theui  work  like  cart-whips  when  you  are 
casting,  and  prevents  your  getting  a  command  over 
your  fish  when  you  have  struck  him." 

"It  is  made  so  purposely,"  said  the  Captain; 
"  that  and  the  heavy  top  together  give  a  beautiful 
spring  to  the  line.  I  am  sure  that  you  can  send 
out  a  yard  or  two  more  with  one  of  Kelly's  rods 
than  you  can  with  any  other." 

"You  can,  but  I  cannot,"  said  the  Parson;  "I 
cannot  stand  the  weight— I  do  not  mean  avoirdu- 
pois, but  the  balance — the  weight  on  my  muscles 
as  I  spring  it.  I  would  never  possess  an  Irish  rod. 
For  beauty,  for  elegance,  for  lightness,  and  for 
strength,  give  me  Bowness." 

"  And  for  price  ?  "  added  the  Captain. 

"  Well,  for  price,"  said  the  Parson.  "  I  grant 
you  that  Bowness  is  the  dearest  shop  I  know;  but 
a  well-seasoned  rod  well  taken  care  of  will  last  a 
man  half  a  lifetime,  and  it  is  very  poor  economy  to 
save  a  pound  at  the  expense  of  an  aching  pair  of 
arms  and  shoulders  every  time  you  go  out.  Bell 
Yard  against  the  world,  say  I." 

"  Yes,  for  fine  weather,"  said  the  Squire;  "and, 
indeed,  most  of  my  own  tackle  comes  from  that 
shop ;  but  for  storm,  and  rain,  and  a  heavy  head- 
wind let  me  have  one  of  those  stubby  fellows  that 
Edmondson  makes  for  the  Scotch  fishing.  Without 
half  the  elegance  and  finish  of  Bowness,  but  stiff 
and  obstinate  as  a  Presbyterian,  it  forces  out  its 
line  in  the  very  teeth  of  difficulties  ;  and  as  for 

reel-line  " 

Oh,  there  I  yield  at  once,"  said  the  Parson  ; 
"  Edmondson  is  the  man.  Bowness's  silk  and  hair- 
lines always  kink,  and  go  on  plaguing  you  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter  ;  they  are  all  laid  up  too  tight. 
And  as  for  those  Dublin  silk  lines,  they  cost,  it  is 
true,  just  halt  as  much  as  the  others,  but  no  one 
who  has  ever  tried  them  in  rainy  weather  would 
think  of  them  again  :  they  cling  to  the  rod  as  if 
thej'  were  dipped  in  glue." 

"Have  you  ever  tried  the  oiled  silk  lines  that 
they  make  at  Limerick  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 

"  I  have  one  of  them."  said  the  Squire,  "  and  I 
am  disposed  to  think  very  favourably  of  it.  It  is 
very  elastic,  and  strong  enou«,'h  to  land  a  shark.  I 
have  fished  with  it  during  the  last  week,  and  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  witli  it." 

"The  Jjondon  imitation  is  not  worth  a  stiver," 
said  the  Parson.  "  I  gave  mine  away  last  week  to 
Pat,  and  I  believe  he  has  made  it  over  to  the  grocer 
to  tie  up  parcels  with.  But  I  have  this  morning  had 

Few  salmon  except  the  "lost  flsh  "  arrive  at  their  native 
river  singly.  Tliey  cruise  in  companies  technically  caller] 
fchools  ;  each  school  is  supposed  to  be  nnrlortheconimanrl  of  an 
old  and  experienced  tlsh,  «ho  is  called  the  schocjlnia«ter  In 
the  Erne  a  schoolmaster  seldom  weighs  less  than  2-''lb  or ''Jib 


a  consigmnent  from  O'Shaughnessey's,  at  Limerick, 
and  I  mean  to  give  them  a  fair  trial ;  they  are  cheap 
enough,  at  any  rate." 

"It  will  be  some  time  before  you  try  your  silk 
lines  or  anything  else,"  said  the  Scholar,  who,  not 
having  met  with  the  amusement  he  expected  in  the 
kitchen,  had  put  on  his  mackintosh,  and  had  gone 
down  to  look  at  the  river.  "  The  water  is  positively 
like  coffee,  and  good  strong  coffee,  too." 

"  Not  so  long  as  you  think,"  said  the  Parson. 
"  I  see  signs  of  clearing  in  the  sky.  The  clouds  do 
not  hang  so  low  as  they  did,  and  it  we  have  any- 
thing like  fine  weather  you  will  be  astonished  to 
see  how  soon  a  lake-river  runs  off;  the  cesspool 
principle,  which  made  it  slow  to  colour,  makes  it 
also  quick  to  clear.  I  should  not  wonder  if  we 
caught  a  fish  to-morrow." 

"  If  there  is  any  truth  in  dreams  I  ought  to  catch 
one  to-day,"  said  the  Squire,  "  for  I  dreamed  of 
nothing  else  last  night.  I  went  through  the  whole 
ceremony,  from  making  the  fly  to  landing  the  fish." 

"  What  fly  was  it,  your  honour  ?  "  said  Pat,  who, 
at  the  mention  of  the  dream,  had  been  listening 
eagerly. 

"  Well,  it  was  a  queer  fly,"  said  the  Squire  ;  "  I 
question  whether  it  ever  had  an  existence  in  real 
earnest." 

"  But  what  fly  was  it  ?  "  persisted  Pat. 

"  Well,"  said  the  Squire,  laughing,  "  it  had  a 
mixed  tail,  black  body  and  hackle,  with  gold  twist, 
blood-red  hackle  on  the  neck,  blood-red  under-wings, 
wings  of  argus  black  spotted  with  white,  black 
ostrich  head,  and  red  macaw  horns." 

"  A  very  pretty  fly  to  catch  a  whale,"  said  the 
Captain.  "  I  do  not  think  it  will  catch  anything 
else — at  least,  out  of  fairy  land." 

"  Has  your  reverence  got  a  spotted  argus '?  "  said 
Pat,  who  had  already  selected  the  other  feathers 
and  silks. 

"  Well  done,  Pat !  "  said  the  Squire.  "  He  takes 
my  dream  for  an  oracle." 

"  And  you  for  a  conjurer,"  said  the  Captain.  "  I 
am  afraid  he  will  find  himself  mistaken." 

All  this  time  Pat  had  been  working  away  with 
diligence,  and  having  received  the  argus  from  the 
Parson,  who  soon  found  it  among  some  of  his 
miscellaneous  stores,  he  produced  a  very  respect- 
able-looking fly. 

"  Well,"  said  the  Squire,  taking  it  to  the  window, 
"  the  fly  is  well  tied,  at  all  events  ;  and  I'll  use  him 
the  first  time  I  go  out." 

"  Won't  your  honour  be  going  out  to-day,  then  ?  " 
said  Pat.  "The  rain  is  nothing  to  speak  of  now; 
and  I'll  engage  we'll  make  the  dream  come  true." 

"  To-day  ?"  said  the  Squire.  "Why,  you  hear 
what  they  say  of  the  water.  But  I  do  not  mind  if 
I  do  ;  I  want  a  walk.    Will  you  come.  Parson  ?  " 

"  Not  with  the  rod,"  said  the  Parson,  laughing. 
"  I  have  had  no  dream  ;  the  Oracle  has  been  silent 
to  me  :  it  is  only  the  favourites  of  the  good  people 
who  stand  a  chance." 

"  I  hope  you  do  not  suppose  that  I  believe  that 
nonsense  of  Pat's?  " 

"Oh,  no;  of  course  not;  but  I  really  have  no 
fancy  to  go  slopping  through  the  wet  grass  and 
muddy  roads  for  nothing.  Come,  Captain,  take  a 
turn  on  the  flags  of  Poose  Isle.  Light  your  cigar, 
and  come." 

{To  be  continued.) 
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The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  society  will  be  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati, 
Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  26,  at 
7.30  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report 
of  the  committee  and  the  audited  accounts  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1901,  and  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Restaurant  I'rascati  on  Wednesday,  March  12,  at 
7  ]i.ni.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  ]5art.,  has  kindly 
consented  to  occupy  the  chair. 

W.  H.  W.  GiiovK,  See. 

EXTKACTS  FR  )M  THE  RePOKT  OF  THE 

Committee. 

lu  presenting  the  report  for  the  past  year  the 
committee  desire  to  congratulate  the  members  upon 
the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Booiety.  The  number 
of  new  members  elected  in  the  year  1901  was  180,  and 
the  members  who  have  paid  reached  the  large  number 
of  760,  which  exceeds  the  record  for  any  previous  year. 

The  retirement  of  Dr.  Patterson  from  the  office  of 
hon.  sec,  which  he  had  filled  with  such  distinction 


for  three  and  a-half  years,  and  the  'alteration  of  the 
rules  agreed  upon  at  the  general  meeting  held  on 
J une  5  last,  necessitated  the  appointment  of  a  secre- 
tary, and  occasioned  several  considerable  modifications 
in  the  method  of  carrying  on  the  routine  work  of  the  , 
society,  which  threw  an  additional  burden  of  labour  1 
and  anxiety  on  the  committee. 

The  usual  events  have  passed  off  very  satisfactorily,  1 
and  the  annual  dinner  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  1 
on  March  20,  at  which  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  kindly 
took  the  chair,  was  largely  attended,  132  members  ( 
and  their  guests  being  present.  * 

A  notable  capture  in  the  form  of  a  long-nosed  skate 
weighing  1201b.  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  at 
Ballycotton,  in  October  last.  i 

Papers  upon  various  subjects  ooanected  with  sea  1 
fishing  were  read.    On  Feb.  6,  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  j 
"  Observations  on  Fishing  from  Marks  "  ;  Feb.  20,  by  } 
Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  "The  Herring  and  its  Allies"; 
March  13,  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  "  Some  Remarks  on 
Fishing  in  Estuaries";  Nov.  G,  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("  Sarcelle  "),"  Lines  in  Many  Waters."    There  was 
also  an  interesting  display  of  sea  fishing  tackle  on 
Nov.  20. 


COTE  EESERVOIR;  OR,  TWENTY 
AVOIRDUPOIS  AND  FIFTEEN 
STERLING. 


Paul,  Peter,  Thomas,  and  Number  One,  who 
although  I  place  him  last  on  paper  is  first  on  every 
other  occasion — I  allude,  of  course,  to  myself — 
derailed  at  Swindon  and  drove  on  the  morning  of 
the  23rd  ult.  to  Cote  Reservoir,  famed  for  its  all- 
round  good  fishing  and  for  the  homely  comforts  in  j 
that  cottage  by  the  lake.  ' 

The  party  hailed  from  tliat  city  which  would  be  • 
very  proptrly  called  "  The  Queen  of  the  West,"  but  j 
for  the  abominable  state  of  the  Avon,  which  i 
p-illutes  its  atmosphere,  a  river  that  might  be  | 
pure  as  well  as  beautiful,  and  full  of  healthy  instead  J 
of  poisoned  fish,  it  its  conservators,  so  called,  were 
not  the  very  choicest  of  sinecures.  The  smell  of 
sweet  water  is  always  a  joy  to  the  nostrils  of  Bath 
anglers,  and  when  these  four  sniffed  the  frosty 
freshness  of  the  picturesque  lake  and  stood  by  their 
boats  "  fixing  up,"  they  were  a  merry  group. 

One,  only  one,  was  a  little  morose.  He  had  been 
unfortunate  on  many  waters  lately,  although  the 
most  skilled  of  the  party.  He  was  told  of  big  fish 
swimming  almost  under  hi'^  nose  quite  anxious  to 
be  caught,  but  he  was  unbelieving.  Of  course  it 
was  Thomas.  "  Don't  believe  a  word  of  it,"  he 
growled,  as  he  jerked  the  line  through  the  rings  ; 
"  all  the  big  fish  seem  to  be  caught,  everywhere, 
and  what  aren't  caught  are  myths." 

"What's  that,  sir?"  It  was  Lawrence,  the 
genial  proprietor,  speaking,  who  had  just  come  up. 
There  was  a  happy  twinkle  in  his  eye. 

The  argument  about  big  fish  waxed  warm  between 
Lawrence  and  Thomas.  The  latter's  ill  luck  lately 
had  made  him  a  little  "  raggy." 

Thomas  was  fiddling  with  his  tackle,  and  didn't 
see  the  frequent  winks  with  which  Lawrence  tickled 
the  imagination  of  Paul,  Peter,  and  No.  One.  A 
sound  something  like  "  twaddle"  issued  from  the 
direction  of  Thomas,  and  that  put  Lawrence  on  his 
mettle.  With  an  eloquent  gesture,  he  said,  "  Will 
you  please  follow  me,  gentlemen — yes,  all  of  you, 
just  one  minute." 

He  said  it  politely,  but  emphatically,  and  some 
men's  requests  amount  almost  to  commands. 

We  followed  him  down  the  steep  bank  into  an 
out-house  with  the  feeling  that  something  porten- 
tous was  about  to  happen.  In  a  moment  four 
admiring  countenances  beamed  down  upon  a  large 
pike.  She  greeted  us  with  a  decided  jump  and  a 
wicked  glare  in  her  evil  eye,  but  we  were  jileased  to 
see  her  all  the  same,  and  excused  the  uncivil 
salutation. 

"  What  I  "  said  Peter,  "  just  caught  ?  " 

"That's  so,"   replied   Lawrence,   his  face  all 
merriment. 

"  Who  by  ?  "  queried  Paul. 

For  answer  Lawrence  laughed  more  broadly  all 
over  his  jovial  face,  and  jerked  his  thumb  towards 
his  chest. 

I'aul,  alias  "  Spinning  Minnow  " — you  may  have 
heard  of  him ;  by  the  way,  if  you  ever  have  the 
good  fortune  or  misfortune  to  meet  him,  you  will 
know  how  well  he  can  spin  yarns  as  well  as 
minnows,  and  his  puns,  ugh  1  when  he  begins  all 
the  fish  in  the  vicinity  "  make  off  "--Paul,  who  has 
a  craze  for  exact  measurements,  one  of  his  few 
virtues,  has  his  steel  tape  along  that  fish  in  a 
twinkling. 
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"  Forty  inches  and  one-eighth  exactly  !  Weighed 
him,  Lawrence '?  " 

"  Not  yet,  sir ;  here  comes  Polly  with  the  scales." 

"  I  thought  fish  brought  their  own,"  said  the 
inveterate  Paul. 

"Hold,  Paul  1  "  cried  Peter,  "we  are  too  near 
the  lake." 

"  Don't  make  her  lose  weight  for  a  moment  if 
you  please,  sir,"  laughed  Lawrence. 

Thomas  seemed  transfixed.  His  eyes  were  wan- 
dering over  the  form  of  the  fish,  and  I  noticed  a  life 
in  his  expression  which  seemed  to  say  "  bigger  fish 
in  the  lake  than  have  ever  been  caught." 

The  little  group  were  all  for  betting  on  the 
weight  when  "  Spinning  Minnow,"  who  also  had  an 
avidity  for  correct  weights,  announced  "  211b.  2^oz." 

"Bravo,  Lawrence!"  and  other  cries,  to  the 
accompaniment  of  the  pretty  daughter's  hand  claps. 

Lawrence  took  Paul  and  Peter  in  the  Swallow, 
while  Thomas  and  I,  who  were  going  to  spin,  went 
in  charge  of  his  intelligent  son  in  the  Moorhen. 
As  the  two  boatmen  were  pulling  out  from  the 
shore,  Thomas  shouted — 

"  A  hundred  to  one  nobody  gets  a  20-pounder  !  " 
"  What  in  ?  "  said  Peter. 
"  Pounds,"  quickly  replied  Thomas. 
"  Done,"  cried  Peter. 
Thomas's  face  looked  a  little  anxious. 
"  Balance  at  your  bank  troublesome  ?  "  said  I. 
"  You  don't  think  there's  any  chance,  do  you? 
it's  the  fish  of  a  year,  they  say." 

"  Hadn't  you  better  get  him  to  make  it 
shillings?  "  I  ventured. 

"  I  say,  Peter!  "  he  yelled  at  the  receding  boat, 
"  Number  One  thinks  I'd  better  make  it  shillings 
— do  you  mind  ?  " 

"  Shillings  all  round,  then,"  came  back. 
"  Yes — yes — right  you  are."  And  thus  it  was 
settled — five  pounds  to  a  shilling,  with  all  three  of 
us,  against  getting  a  201b.  pike  out  of  eighty  acres 
of  water  of  from  one  to  twenty  feet  deep  !  Yet,  if 
we  calculate,  it  was  no  reckless  wager. 

The  fun  soon  began,  but  was  neither  fast  nor 
furious.  What  matter  ?  given  a  fish  now  and  then 
enough  to  keep  expectation  keenly  alive ;  what 
greater  enjoyment  on  the  face  of  the  earth — or 
the  water — than  spinning  for  pike  on  a  crisp 
winter's  day,  with  just  sun  enough  to  make  you 
unbutton  your  coat,  and  just  exercise  enough  to 
make  you  mindful  of  your  flask.  Oh  !  the  delicious 
calm  and  quiet  of  it.  Even  in  winter,  what 
beauties  of  form  and  colour  awaj-  upon  the  shore  ; 
what  graduated  greys  of  fantastic  shapes  in  the 
sky !  The  very  sleepfulness  of  nature  imbues  us 
with  extra  tranquillity.  If  the  animal  kingdom  is 
less  busy,  the  settled  silence  becomes  the  greater 
sedative  to  human  unrest. 

When  once  we  get  to  work  Thomas  and  I  enjoy 
our  own  thoughts — and  silence.  The  only  speech 
worth  making  or  listening  to  was  the  cry  of  "  Pike 
on."  The  gentle  dip  of  the  oars,  the  regular  splash 
of  the  bait  upon  the  distant  water  as  we  cast  here 
and  there,  far  and  near,  the  ripple  at  the  gunwale, 
the  "  quack,  quack  "  of  the  wild  duck,  and  the  occa- 
sional scream  of  the  reel  is  music  enough,  for  do 
we  not  look  into  the  limpid  water  and  lose  our- 
selves in  its  soothing,  shifting  reflections  of  land 
and  sky,  shore  and  woodland,  in  imaginations  and 
memories,  as  soft  and  gentle  as  the  heave  and  fall 
of  our  lazy  little  craft. 

But  by-and-bye  we  find  we  are  animals.  Arms 
and  back  tire  and  the  inner  man  craves. 

Young  Lawrence  sculled  us  to  the  other  boat  for 
the  reason  that  the  luncheon  basket  was  there. 

When  part  of  the  other  boat's  cargo  had  been 
transferred  to  ours,  and  all  was  ready  for  the  feast, 
Peter  rose,  and  we  all  looked  at  him  — 
"  Grace,  gentlemen  !  "  he  said  solenmly. 
It  was  unusual,  but  it  was  admirable,  and  we  all 
uncovered. 

"  Some  have  food  and  cannot  eat  it. 
Some  want  food  and  cannot  get  it. 
We  have  food  and  we  can  eat  it, 
Thank  the  Lord." 
"  A  very  sensible  grace,"  said  Paul,  who  for  one 
instant  was  really  serious.    Then  holding  up  his 
glass,  "  May  good  digestion  wait  on  appetite  and 
health  on  both,  gentlemen." 

"  And  may  you  fall  overboard,"  said  Peter,  "  if 
you  keep  up  such  a  string  of  yarns  and  excruciating 
puns  as  you — 

"The  pimster  is  ashore,  my  dear  sir.    Why — " 
"  Ssh !  pray  don't !    How  many  fish  Number 
One  ?  " 

"  Eleven,  Thomas,  isn't  it  ?  " 


as  the  Scots 
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Now  let  us  do  a 


"  Not  sure,  thinlv  so,"  between  his  sips. 
"  Heaviest?  "  asked  Peter. 
"  Se\'en  pounds,"  I  replied  ;  "  and  you  ?  " 
"  Nothing  over  six — it's  that '  Spinning  Minnow.'" 
"Hulloa,  gentlemen!  better  get  your  shillings 
ready,"  laughed  Thomas,  a  "  drumstick  "  between 
his  finger  and  thumb. 

"'Ye  never  ken  the  meenit,  sar,' 
say,"  said  Lawrence. 

"  I  should  like  to  '  ken '  where 
pounder  lies,"  answered   Thomas,  " 
miracle  one  should  happen  to  exist  in  this'  duck 
pond.    Hundred  to  one  in  sixpences  against  a  ten 
pounder  to-day." 

"Done!  Done!  Done!"  we  all  said.  Then 
Lawrence  echoed  us,  "  Done."  We  waxed  merry 
and  parted  hopeful,  all  but  poor  Thomas 

"  Come    now,    you'll    try,"    I    said.  Young 
Lawrence  had  pulled  |  ashore,  and  I  was  getting 
out  to  spin  from  the  bank  and  get  warm. 
"  For  all  I'm  worth,"  he  shouted. 
I  kept  my  eye  on  him,  and  he  kept  his  promise, 
As  the  light  waned,  I  signalled  to  be  taken 
aboard. 

"  What  luck  ?  "  I  inquired. 
"  Nothing  big.    And  you  ?  " 
"Not  one  over  four,"  said  I 
bit  of  live  baiting,  shall  we  ?  " 

"  Anything  you  like,"  and  waxing  bold,  Thomas 
offered  reckless  odds.  I  preached  to  him  on  the 
sins  of  gambling  and  disbelief  whilst  we  smoked 
and  watched  our  bobbing  floats. 

The  light  was  going.  In  the  gioammg  our 
thoughts,  perhaps,  were  far  away,  for  we  became 
quiet.  Or  maybe  they  were  nursed  into  undulating 
reverie  as  our  eyes  followed  mechanically  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  floats  borne  upon  the  gentle  bosom 
of  the  water. 

If  we  were  in  danger  of  becoming  sentimental  we 
were  soon  and  suddenly  startled  out  of  it.  Our 
young  boatman  jumped  up  as  if  he  had  been  shot, 
and  pointed  across  the  water — 

"My!  look, sir;  look, mister — ohl  that'sabig'un." 
We  looked  across  the  lake  just  in  time  to  get 
a  glimpse  of  a  great  white-bellied  fish  being  lifted 
out  of  the  water. 

"  There's  our  10-pounder,  Thomas,  smre  enough," 
said  I. 

"  More'n  that,  sir !  "  exclaimed  young  Lawrence. 
"  I  do  believe  it's  a  20-pounder !  " 

I  glanced  at  Thomas  ;  his  face  was  as  immovable 
as  the  sphinx  in  the  desert. 

"  What  do  you  guess  ?  "  said  I. 
"  Oh,  7  or  8  pounder,  perhaps,"  he  returned. 
The  semblance  of  a  weary  sneer  played  about  his 
mouth,  or  else  in  the  dim  light  it  was  my  fancy. 
"  Let's  reel  in,  and  go  and  see,"  he  added  lazily. 

"  Draw  anchor  and  pull  away,"  I  said  to  our 
gillie,  and  in  a  few  moments  we  were  astonished. 
Verily  the  gleam  of  white  in  the  twilight  had 

represented  a  magnificent  fish  of  ■ 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  Thomas,  with  firm  dignity, 
"  I've  lost." 

Lawrence,  senior,  shook  his  head.  The  rest  of  us 
tried  to  look  wise. 

"  I  don't-think  so,"  I  said,  partly  to  soothe  my 
friend's  uneasiness  and  partly  from  conviction. 
"  I'll  back  Number  One's  judgment,"  said  Peter. 
"  And  I  won't,"  quoth  Paul. 
So  sajdng  he  lit  a  match  and  held  it  against  the 
face  of  the  steelyards. 

"  Twenty  pounds  good,"  cried  Thomas  manfully. 
"  I  congratulate  you  all.  Well  done,  all  of  you. 
I'm  the  fool  of  the  party  and  will  pay  the  price." 

From  that  moment  Thomas  changed  from  being 
the  most  taciturn  to  the  most  jovial  of  us  all. 
"  It's  something  to  be  one  of  a  party  with  such  a 
fish,"  he  declared,  for  Thomas  owns  a  soul  high 
and  dry  above  filthy  lucre  and  petty  jealousy. 

The    cheerful   way  he   took  it,"  whispered 
Lawrence  to  me  as  we  were  pulling  home. 

Yes,"  said  I,  "his  manhood  always  rises  upon 
the  wings  of  occasion." 

Forty  inches  exactly  again,  and  20ilb.,  weighed, 
measured,  and  duly  authenticated  by  the  ubiquitous 
"  Spinning  Minnow,"  who  kept  up  a  running  fire  of 
indifferent  witticisms  which  nothing  could  damp 
or  suppress. 

A  better  matched  pair  as  they  lay  upon  a  white 
cloth  before  an  admiring  crowd  no  eyes  ever 
looked  upon,  and  those  who  pay  this  charming 
place  and  these  kind  people  a  visit  will  surely  see 
one  of  these  fish  looking  handsome  in  death,  and 
doubtless  hear  of  the  other  and  its  captors  more 
than  I  have  set  down  here.  J.  Berryman. 


SOME  OF  THE  FISHERIES  OF 
NORTH  AMERICA. 


The  beautiful  harbour  of  Gloucester,  the  largest 
fishing  port  of  the  United  States,  stretches  from 
Norman's  Woe  to  Eastern  Point  on  the  Massa- 
chusetts coast.  Every  year  in  .January  a  fleet  of 
fishing  vessels  sail  out  from  there  to  Placentia 
Bay,  Newfoundland,  to  load  with  the  bait  fishes 
that  are  used  in  deep-sea  fishing.  That  marks  the 
beginning  of  the  fishing  season  on  the  Grand 
Banks. 

Nearly  7000  men  arc  in  the  fishing  fleet.  For 
three  long  months  their  vessels  will  be  anchored 
each  in  its  solitary  berth  on  the  Banks,  hundreds 
of  miles  from  land.  From  daybreak  till  dark  the 
sturdy,  stonn-tossed  fishermen  ply  their  lines  from 
the  decks  or  go  in  their  little  cockle-shell  boats  to 
overhaul  the  trawl-lines,  and  if  a  storm  comes  up 
or  the  thick  fog  closes  in  they  may  never  return  to 
the  ships.  Daily  and  hourly  they  face  the  perils 
of  the  sea  and  fight  the  wind  and  the  tide  that  they 
might  earn  their  scant  living  and  give  the  markets 
the  usual  supply  of  sea  food. 

The  highest  type  of  seamanship  is  attained 
among  American  fishermen;  and  of  these  the 
Gloucester  men  are  said  to  take  the  greatest 
chances,  encounter  the  heaviest  seas,  venture  the 
densest  fogs,  and  endure  the  greatest  cold — all  in 
the  smallest  craft.  Every  year  fifteen  vessels,  on 
an  average,  are  lost  at  the  Banks.  The  Gloucester 
wives  put  lights  in  their  windows  each  night,  for 
no  one  knows  when  a  vessel  may  return.  Then 
when  one  comes  creeping  into  the  bay  with  its  flag 
at  half-mast,  the  Gloucester  women,  with  white 
faces,  must  wait  while  the  five  little  dories  slowly 
tow  the  trawler  in  before  they  may  know  from 
whom  the  hungry  sea  has  demanded  its  awful 
tribute. 

The  annual  yield  of  fisheries  to  the  United 
States  is  $40,000,000.  The  fishing  industries  are 
mainly  near  the  coasts  of  the  cooler  northern  seas. 
The  largest  sea  fisheries  are  those  of  the  Atlantic 
coasts  of  tbe  United  States,  with  the  neighbouring 
coasts  of  Canada  and  Newfoundland,  and  those  of 
Western  Europe. 

(We  do  not  think  the  figures  of  10,000  men  and 
value  $20,000,000  are  correct.  That  would  be  $20.00 
each  man — small  income.  On  the  Canadian  side 
2300  men  have  a  catch  valued  at  over  $2,000,000, 
an  average  of  about  $1000  each  —  much  more 
likely.) 

The  cod  is  commercially  the  most  important  of 
fishes.  The  largest  annual  value  of  the  cod  catch 
Newfoundland's— $5,000,000.  Canada  comes 
next,  about  $4,000,000,  and  then  that  of  the 
United  States,  nearly  $3,000,000.  The  largest  cod 
fisheries  in  the  world  are  on  the  Grand  Banks  of 
Newfoundland.  Under  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic, 
just  south  of  the  island,  is  a  long  chain  of  moun- 
tainous elevations — 275  miles  north  and  south,  and 
350  miles  east  and  west-  -which  form  what  are 
known  as  the  "Banks."  This  comparatively 
shallow  water  is  rich  in  fish  food,  and  the  codfish, 
herring,  and  halibut  go  there  by  the  millions  to 
feed.  The  shallowness  of  the  water  and  the  strong 
tides  that  sweep  with  almost  resistless  force  along 
the  chain  of  subterranean  mountains  are  a  gi-eat 
source  of  danger  to  the  daring  fishermen. 

Each  nation,  by  international  agreement,  reserves 
for  its  own  fishermen  all  fishing  rights  in  the  sea 
within  three  miles  of  its  coast ;  outside  of  this 
limit  the  sea  fisheries  are  open  to  the  world.  The 
Grand  Banks  are  outside  the  three-mile  limit,  and 
fishermen  come  by  the  hundreds  from  as  far  away 
as  France. 

The  fish  on  the  Banks  are  taken  by  hand-lines 
cast  over  the  sides  of  the  vessels,  or  by  trawls.  In 
trawling  a  stout  line  is  paid  out  from  a  vessel 
across  a  tidal  current,  anchored  and  buoyed  at 
intervals,  and  having  hanging  from  it  at  short 
distances  Imes  bearing  baited  hooks  that  reach 
down  perhaps  half  a  mile.  When  all  these  trawl 
lines  are  out  from  a  vessel  a  fisherman  may  have 
to  go  eight  or  ten  miles  away  from  tlie  vessel  to 
tend  the  trawls.  He  goes  in  a  small  boat,  removes 
the  fish  and  rebaits  the  hooks.  The  bait  used  in 
fishing  is  herring  and  other  small  fish  found  only  in 
the  coast  waters  of  Newfoimdland  and,  to  a  very 
trifling  extent,  of  Canada.  The  bait  fisheries  are 
within  the  three-mile  limit,  and,  therefore,  are  not 
free  to  other  fishermen.  Out  of  this  fact  has 
grown  the  Atlantic  coast  fisheries  difiiculty  between 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Newfoundland, 
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which  the  iufcerested  Governments  are  trying  so 
hard  to  settle.  The  American  fishermen  must  have 
this  bait  to  carry  on  their  industry.  Newfoundland 
wishes,  in  return  for  tliis  concession,  free  entry  for 
its  fish  products  to  our  markets.  Canada  insists, 
with  England's  acquiescence,  on  sharing  in  any 
such  arrangement.  This  is  only  a  brief  statement 
of  the  intricate  question.  At  "present  there  is  an 
arrangement  by  which  American  fishermen  can 
procure  the  bait  on  payment  of  a  licence  fee. 
Frenchmen  are  not  allowed  access  to  the  bait 
fisheries,  and  procure  their  supplies  through 
smuggling. 

Newfoundland,  Canada,  and  Norway  export  great 
quantities  of  cod,  salted,  particularly  to  the 
Catholic  countries  of  southern  Europe  and  Latin 
America.  The  fishermen  clean  and  salt  the  fish 
right  after  the  catch,  and  after  the  return  to  port 
they  dry  them  in  the  sun  on  platforms.  Inshore 
cod  fisheries  along  New  England  shores  supply 
most  of  the  fresh  cod  in  the  home  markets ;  prac- 
tically all  the  cod  entering  our  ports  is  consumed 
at  home.  The  liver  of  the  cod  yields  a  valuable 
medicinal  oil. 

George's  Banks  is  the  scene  of  Kipling's 
"  Captain  Courageous,"  a  book  that  gives  a  vivid 
idea  of  the  dangerous,  stirring  life  of  the  fishermen 
on  the  Banks. 

Mackerel  and  herring  are  close  inshore,1  and 
fishing  for  them  is  not  so  dangerous.  Nets  are 
generally  used.  The  herring  is  smoked,  pickled, 
or  salted.  Small  herrings,  called  "  sardines,"  are 
packed  in  oil  after  the  manner  of  the  true  sardine, 
one  of  the  most  important  food  fishes  of  south  and 
south-west  Europe.  Our  sardines  are  cheaper  than 
the  imported  article,  which  formerly  came  wholly 
from  France,  and  three-fourths  of  our  supply  is 
now  from  Maine. 

Within  comparatively  recent  years  the  shores  of 
the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Pacific  coast  have  become 
a  great  commercial  factor  in  the  fishing  industry  of 
the  country. 

The  Great  Lakes  fisheries  are  west  of  Buffalo. 
More  than  10,000  men  are  employed,  and  the  value 
of  the  fisheries  is  over  $2,000,000.  Two-thirds  of 
the  catch  is  whitefish  (which  is  most  valued),  the 
so-called  herring  trout,  and  sturgeon  from  which 
American  caviare  is  made.  Caviare  is  the  prepared 
and  salted  roe  of  the  sturgeon,  and  its  manufacture 
is  a  large  industry  on  the  Caspian  and  Black  Seas. 

(In  the  Canadian  half  of  the  great  Lakes  of 
Outario  about  2300  men  are  employed,  the  value 
of  their  vessels  and  boats  is  over  $2,000,000,  and 
the  value  of  their  catch  is  over  $1,. 500,000  annually. 
About  22,000  pounds  of  caviare  are  prepared  yearly, 
one  half  in  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  other 
half  ia  Georgian  Bay  and  Lake  Erie.) 

The  most  important  branch  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
fisheries  is  the  salmon  fishing.  Most  of  the  salmon 
is  cooked  and  canned.  It  is  the  largest  fish  export 
of  our  country,  and  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
The  largest  salmon  fisheries  are  in  the  Columbia 
and  other  rivers  of  the  north-west  coast  of  the 
United  States,  including  Alaska,  in  the  Eraser  and 
other  rivers  of  British  Columbia.  The  canning 
industry  in  Alaska  is  the  largest  in  the  world, 
extending  to  Behring  Sea,  and  is  steadily  growing. 
The  fishing  season  is  from  about  April  to  August 
inclusive.  The  salmon  is  caught  in  seines  and 
traps  in  the  rivers  which  it  ascends  to  spawn. 
One  Alaskan  packing  house,  which  until  recently 
has  been  the  largest  in  Alaska,  discarded  the  use 
of  seines  hauled  by  hand,  and  uses  powerful 
machinery  and  gear  of  such  stupendous  length  as 
to  enclose  almost  a  half  mile  square  of  water. 
These  immense  nets  are  laid  by  steam  tugs,  and 
hauled  by  steam  windlasses  on  the  beach.  This 
wholesale  method  of  catching  fish  and  cutting 
them  off  from  the  spawning  ground  necessitated 
the  establishment  of  hatcheries  in  the  place  of 
natural  ones.  Other  companies  are  also  starting 
hatcheries.  The  Alaskan  output  of  salmon  last 
year  was  valued  as  $6,219,000. 

(The  salmon  catch   of   British  Columbia  was 
valued  at  $4,007,396  in  1899.) 
^  Fisheries  of  the  Gulf  and  of  the  interior  of  the 
United  States  are  of  less  commercial  importance. 

Most  of  our  fishery  products  are  consumed  at 
home.  Nearly  every  coast  town  is  a  fish  market. 
The  Billingsgate,  London,  is  the  largest  fish  market 
in  the  world.  No  foreign  market,  however,  ofi'ers 
so  great  a  variety  as  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  and  Chicago,  which  receive  and  distribute 
salt  and  fresh-water  fish  from  all  the  coasts  and 
the  Great  Lakes.    Fresh  fish  formerly  had  to  be  sold 


as  soon  as  it  reached  market  or  it  becomes  worth- 
less.  This  waste  has  been  stopped  by  refrigeration. 

Canada's  fisheries  are  among  the  largest  in  the 
world.  About  80,000  men  are  employed  in  them. 
The  total  annual  value  of  the  fisheries  is  about 
$22,000,000,  half  of  which  is  exported.  Cod, 
mackerel,  shad,  haddock,  halibut,  and  salmon  are 
caught.  The  basis  of  Newfoundland's  industrial 
support  is  catching  and  curing  fish. 

In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  over  1,108,000  men 
are  engaged  in  the  fishing  industries,  fish  being  the 
only  food  product  yielded  by  the  country  in  adequate 
supply.  The  sea  fisheries  are  more  valuable  than 
any  other  country  except  the  United  States.  Fleets 
of  sail  and  steam  trawlers  are  sent  out,  many  vessels 
having  tanks  ;in  which  to  keep  fish  alive  until 
they  can  reach  land.  Herring  is  the  great  staple 
of  the  Scotch  fisheries  and  is  the  great  fish  of 
export,  about  $10,000,000  worth  a  year  being 
pickled  and  sent  to  the  Greek  and  Roman  Catholic 
countries  of  Europe.  The  annual  yield  of  fisheries 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  $18,000^000. 

In  France  cod  and  sardines  are  the  most  imj)ortant 
fish.  Canned  sardines  are  sent  all  over  the  world. 
French  rivers  which  had  become  almost  destitute 
of  fish  have  been  stocked  with  much  American  fry. 
Annual  yield  of  the  French  fisheries  is  $25,000,000. 

The  fisheries  of  Sweden  and  Norway  are  very 
important.  Three  fourths  of  the  catch  is  taken 
along  the  Norway  coast,  where  cod,  mackerel, 
herring,  and  the  so-called  anchovy,  a  variety  of 
herring,  are  caught  in  vast  numbers.  All  the  ports 
of  Norway  are  fishing  ports,  but  the  greatest  fishing 
centre  is  the  Lofoten  Islands,  where  40,000  men 
and  7000  small  vessels  are  engaged  in  the  busy 
season.  Four-fifths  of  the  cod  and  herring  catch 
is  exported.  The  total  export  of  fish  and  fish 
products  in  1899  was  over  $12,500,000. 

In  Japan,  whose  annual  yield  of  fisheries  is 
$26,000,000,  thounands  of  tons  of  dried  fish  are 
packed  around  the  roots  of  tea  plants  to  enrich  the 
soil. 

In  few  countries  are  fish  so  important  as  in 
Russia,  the  demand  being  greatly  increased  by  the 
numerous  fast  days.  Whale  and  cod  fisheries  along 
the  Murman  coast  are  now  being  developed.  The 
annual  yield  of  the  fisheries  is  $22,000,000. 

How  to  maintain  the  stock  of  food  fishes  in  the 
open  sea  is  a  vastly  more  important  question  now 
than  twenty  years  ago.  Recent  improvements  ia 
fishing  methods  have  increased  the  catch  enor- 
mously. The  United  States  Fish  Commission  is 
doing  valuable  work  in  protecting  the  indu-try. 
International  action  to  make  scientific  investiga- 
tions in  the  interests  of  the  fisheries  is  being  urged. 
The  fishes  must  eat  if  we  ai-e  to  eat  the  fislies,  and 
the  currents  in  the  upper  layers  of  the  sea  that 
bring  the  fish  food  called  "  plankton  "  (constituted 
of  microscopic  animals  and  algae)  are  of  such  vital 
importance  that  the  great  migrations  of  herrings 
are  believed  to  largely  depend  upon  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  it.  The  conflict  of  two  great  ocean 
currents  (as  the  Gulf  Stream  and  the  Arctic  current) 
often  affects  the  fisheries.  Scientific  researches  on 
the  subject  are  being  made  in  different  countries. 
This  article  is  from  Intelligence,  Chicago,  amended 
by  several  important  corrections  supplied  by  the 
able  and  courteous  Dominion  statistician,  George 
Johnson,  Ottawa. 


NETTING  FISH  IN  THE  TRENT. 


At  the  Guildhall,  Nottingham,  on  Feb.  17,  before 
the  Deputy-Mayor  (Aid.  P.  R.  Radford)  and  Mr.  F. 
J.  Bardley,  Thomas  Theaker,  2,  Broad  Marsh ;  Chris- 
topher Goss,  labourer,  21,  Taylor's- yard,  Narrow 
Marsh ;  and  Prank  Whyler,  labourer,  4,  No  Man's- 
yard,  Newingtou-street,  were  summoned  under  the  bye- 
laws  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for  illegally  taking 
fish  from  the  river  Trent  with  a  draw-net  on  Feb.  16. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Eddowes,  of  Derby,  deputy  clerk  to 
the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  appeared  to  prosecute,  and 
defendants  were  represented  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Redgate. 
William  Keetly,  iron  turner,  6,  Line-street,  Carlton- 
road,  said  that,  while  fishing  from  a  part  of  the  river 
shore  known  as  Brook's  Bank,  he  saw  the  three 
defendants  using  a  drag-net.  The  net  was  twenty 
yards  long,  five  feet  deep,  had  a  three  -  quarter 
inch  mesh,  and  was  weighted.  Witness  saw  them 
drag  three  times,  and  they  took  out  an  aggregate 
of  about  2-Jcwt.  of  fish,  which  they  afterwards 
put  into  tanks  ready  for  removal.  On  behalf 
of  defendants,  Mr.  Redgate  said  his  clients  would 
plead  guilty  to  taking  bait.  Goss  and  Whyler  were 
regularly  engaged  in  the  trade  of  bait  catching,  and  it 
was  customary  to  use  nets  for  the  purpose.    They  did 


not  know  they  were  doing  wrong,  and  as  that  was  the 
first  prosecution  locally  for  netting  bait,  he  thought 
that  a  warning  might  have  been  given  to  the  men. — 
The  Bench  said  the  defendants  had  been  guilty  of  a 
serious  offence,  and  Goss  had  been  twice  convicted 
previously  for  a  similar  breach  of  the  law.  Defen- 
dants would  each  be  fined  £2. — Nottinghant,  Evening 
Post, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  anv  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London"  Bridge 
given  below 

{30  min.  for  Chelsea.  JB5  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     ,,  Putney.  s.aa)'^^   „     „  Kichmond. 

46  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  ■^""Iso  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

TrMB  OF  HiaH  Wateb  at  London  Bridgb. 

„  ,     ,  _  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  22    1.41    2.  i 

Sunday,  ,,  23    2.25    2.44 

Monday,  „  24    3.  3    3.21 

Tuesday,  „  25    3.40    3.57 

Wednesday,  ,,  26    4.14    4.31 

Thursday,  ,,  27    4.47   5.  4 

Friday,  „  28    5.1!)    5.35 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remaeks. — The  river  was  un- 
fishable  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  owing  to 
the  ice  floes,  but  on  Wednesday  a  thaw  commenced 
and  the  ice  soon  vanished.  The  river  now  is  a  good 
colour,  but  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
week.  On  Thursday  a  cold  northerly  wind  was  blow- 
ing and  there  was  a  slight  drizzle  with  fog.  By  to- 
day the  water  should  be  in  good  order  for  pike,  perch, 
chub,  dace  and  roach.  The  Thames  Salmon  Associa- 
tion, on  Tuesday,  placed  about  1000  smolts  in  the 
river  at  Teddington.  The  fish  were  larger  than  the 
600  turned  into  the  river  last  year.  The  600  have  not 
yet  been  heard  of! — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  in  very  fair 

condition.  Owing  to  the  quantity  of  ice  about  little 
angling  has  been  attempted,  and  those  who  have  faced 
the  weather  have  done  very  little.  I  hear  that  a  pike 
of  about  131b.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Batt  at  Shiplake  on 
Feb.  13.  Chub  up  to  41b.  6oz.  have  been  caught,  and 
Mr.  H.  Haycock  has  taken  a  roach  of  lib.  8oz.  A  few 
good  perch  have  come  to  the  net,  while  Messrs.  Garter 
and  Holloway  have  creeled  some  nice  chub.  At  the 
time  of  writing  prospects  of  good  sport  are  not 
promising. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  had  a  fortnight  of 
very  winterly  weather.  Fishing  has  been  impossible, 
so  there  has  been  nothing  to  report.  The  ice  is  now 
melting,  but  prospects  are  anything  but  rosy  at 
present.  Trout-fishing  licences  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  usual  agents,  but  I  trust  no  one  thinks  of 
fishing  for  trout  as  yet.  April  is  quite  soon  enough. 
The  close  time  should  be  till  end  of  March,  . and  fishing 
might  be  extended  to  end  of  October.  The  Market 
Rason  Club  put  300  very  fine  yearling  trout  up  to 
6in.  in  the  Rase  last  week,  and  a  similar  consignment 
goes  into  the  Millingbam  Ponds  at  an  early  date. — 
Thomas  Poed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  icy  grip 
has  again  put  a  stop  to  angling  on  this  river  up  to 
last  Tuesday.  Since,  a  thaw  has  set  in,  and  (Wednes- 
day) there  is  still  prospects  of  its  continuance ;  the 
wind  is  very  choppy ;  have  had  but  little  snow  here 
with  the  ice  sinking  fast.  Prospects  of  angling  for 
the  end  of  the  week  are  promising  with  suitable 
weather  ;  the  water  to-day  is  rather  dirty.  For  the 
roach  gentles  would  be  useful  now,  also  lob  worm  for 
best  fish.  Pike  are  still  numerous,  and  bank  angling 
very  clean.  Live  baits  on  the  spot.— John  O.  George, 
Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Anglers  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a  successful  season,  and  j)reparations 
are  being  made  for  the  commencement  of  the  season 
on  March  1.  The  Dart  Angling  Association  have 
decided  to  issue  a  monthly  salmon  licence  at  10s., 
and  these  licences  should  now  be  freely  taken 
out.  An  important  alteration  has  been  made  in 
respect  to  the  size  of  trout  creeled — seven  inches 
is  to  be  the  minimum  size.  In  previous  years  six-inch 
fish  could  be  taken,  but  there  has  been  much  con- 
troversy on  the  point  of  anglers  taking  fish  below  size, 
and  the  Association  have  certainly  taken  the  right 
step  in  advancing  the  size  of  small  fish  another 
inch,  which  should  give  no  angler  any  cause  to  in- 
fringe the  rules, — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.). — The  river  continues 
in  excellent  condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  but  at 
time  of  writing  (Feb.  17)  the  weather  is  too  severe  for 
angling. — H. 
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Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— All  fishing  has  been 
at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  severe  weather.  The  trout 
season  has  opened  most  inauspiciously,  and  only  in 
the  stickles  can  the  fish  be  lured  to  rise,  but  those 
found  there  are  in  the  strongest  and  best  condition. 
Even  when  the  desired  change  does  come,  the  thaw 
and  snow  water  will  have  to  clear  off  before  the  March 
Brown  or  February  Red  will  be  likely  to  yield  tight 
lines  and  good  creels.  I  hear  that  one  or  two  rod? 
out  on  the  Upper  Taw,  Little  Dart,  and  Mole  have 
had  a  good  fish  or  two,  so  that  there  is  some  hope  yet. 
— Red  Paljieb. 

Ten  District  {South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Anglers  have  had  very  little  to  boast  of  during  the 
past  week.  Temperature  became  colder,  and  the  fields 
of  ice  extended  on  the  shallower  waters,  even  the  deepest 
drains  and  wide  fringes  of  ice,  which  prevented  trolling 
operations.  As  we  write,  a  change  seems  imminent, 
and  perhaps  before  the  end  of  the  week  the  ardent  ones 
may  be  in  better  heart.  The  only  takes  I  have  heard 
of  within  the  last  fortnight,  were  a  brace  of  good  pike 
taken  in  Swineshead  district,  and  a  few  odd  ones 
about  Billingborough. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— There  has  been 
little  change  in  the  anglers'  prospects  during  the  week. 
The  canal  and  most  of  -the  lakes  of  the  district  are 
firmly  icebound,  and  the  weather  has  been  too  cold 
for  plying  the  rod  on  the  river.  In  many  places  ice 
has  made  wide  encroachments  and  stopped  trolling 
operations.  The  same  report  comes  from  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Trent.  Pressure  of  ice  on  the  margin 
prevents  sport.  A  few  fish  were  obtained  from  the 
Willow  Holt  swims  near  Laneham.  One  angler  had 
a  nice  lot,  five  of  his  best  scaled  51b.  Between 
Carlton  and  Torksey  scarcely  anything  has  caused 
attention  owing  to  the  cold,  but  the  river  is  stated  to 
be  in  fine  condition. — L. 

Lea.— Generally  speaking,  the  Lea  has  been  frozen 
over,  except  in  some  of  the  streamy  portions  of  what 
is  known  as  the  "  old  river,"  where  some  pike,  etc., 
have, been  captured.  During  the  past  week,  however^ 
few  anglers  have  ventured  into  the  Lea  valley,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  the  river  there'  are  no 
catches  to  record  from  the  public  waters.  A  thaw 
has,  however,  set  in,  the  ice-boat  has  been  at  work, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  river  should  be  fishable 
once  more. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  rather  low  and  clear,  but  are 
in  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  cold  and  severe,  frosts  have  been  had  every  even- 
ing, and  fine  days,  when  the  fish  have  moved  fairly 
well.  But  angling  has  been  very  slow  and  few  rods 
out,  it  being  too  severe  for  fishing.  Snow  has  threat- 
ened and  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  a  thaw  which  will 
be  welcomed  by  all,  and  the  water  will  be  in  good 
trim  for  trout  fishing  on  March  2.  Little  fishing  will 
be  done  before  then  ;  the  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear.  

GWYNNB. 

iMXigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingrsland).- 

Rivers  are  in  good  order,  but  piercing  cold  weather 
continues,  with  no  present  indication  of  a  change. 
The  grayling  season  is  now  nearly  over,  and  the  fish, 
more  particularly  the  larger  ones,  appear  to  be  off 
their  feed.  Yesterday  (Tuesday,  Feb.  18)  two  good 
rods,  fishing  private  water,' only  succeeded  in  taking  a 
few  brace,  and  those  for  the  most  part  small  ones 
under  half-pound  each.  Trout  fishing  opens  in  the 
Wye  district  on  March  2,  and  present  prospects  are 
not  encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  severe  weather  still 
iingers  about  us,  and  seems  very  loath  to  leave  us  for 


although  a  thaw  set  in  on  Monday  night  in  this 
district;  the  cold  atmosphere  has  not  perceptibly  re- 
moved, and  anglers  consequently  are  still  debarred 
from  taking  part  in  their  favourite  pastime.  A  day  or 
two  after  my  report  was  sent  off  last  week  the  river 
was  frozen  over  safficiently  strong  enough  for  skaters 
to  get  upon  its  surface,  and  on  Wednesday  (Feb.  19) 
it  still  assumes  a  very  wintry  aspect,  with  no 
immediate  indications  that  the  rod  and  line  will  be 
brought  into  use  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. — E.  A.  8. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou).  —  The  trouting 
season  opened  on  Feb.  2  in  the  public  water  here,  but 
few  anglers  have  as  yet  been  out,  owing  to  the  severe 
frost  which  has  prevailed  since  the  beginning  of  the 
month.  The  netters  have  been  at  work,  and  have 
taken  some  trout,  but  no  large  quantity.  Their 
opinion  is  that  there  are  very  few  fish  in  the  open 
portion  of  the  river.  The  stream  is  clear  and  low.  A 
good  freshet  is  desirable  to  set  angling  operations 
fairly  going. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  all  clear  again 
of  ice.  Operations  began  again  on  Tuesday,  and  perch 
were  right  on  the  feed,  one  rod  alone  taking  thirty, 
running  about  Jib.  each.  On  Wednesday  several  jack 
were  taken,  but  not  large.  Water  a  good  colour. 
Perch  took  worms. — A.  Scard. 

 (St.  Neots). — The  river  has  been  ice-bound, 

skating  taking  the  place  of  angling.  A  thaw  set  in, 
however,  on  Monday  night,  and  the  ice  is  now  broken 
up,  and  by  to-morrow  (Thursday)  it  will  have 
vanished. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — In  this  neighbourhood,  as  in  other  places, 
the  weather  has  been  during  the  past  week  of  the 
most  winterly  description  with  the  ground  partially 
covered  with  snow  and  very  severe  frost  at  night.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  atmosphere  is  most  dull  and 
gloomy,  with  some  symptoms  of  the  frost  giving  way, 
but  the  wind  still  continues  in  the  east,  with  the 
barometer  very  high  and  steady.  The  first  salmon 
taken  during  the  present  season  in  this  neighbourhood 
was  captured  in  the  Severn  a  few  miles  below 
Llanymynech  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  in  very  good 
condition  and  upwards  of  20lb.  in  weight. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — There  has  been  no 
angling  during  the  pasb  week,  the  river  being  frozen 
over  and  skating  in  full  swing.  A  thaw  has,  however, 
now  set  in,  and  if  no  great  change  occurs  the  river 
will  no  doubt  be  open  again  by  Feb.  23. — W.  T.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Since 
my  letter  of  last  week  skates  have  taken  precedence  of 
the  rod.  All  rivers  having  been  frozen  up  with  the 
exception  of  the  tidal.  The  Cuckmere  at  Alfriston, 
and  the  Adur  up  to  Henfield,  have  been  fishable  at 
times,  but  results  were  meagre,  fish  not  feeding  well. 
A  few  roach  were  taken  at  Lewes  early  in  the  week  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Saunders  and  Mr.  Durrant,  with  worm  as 
biit,  some  nice  fish  going  up  to  IJlb.,  but  the  floating 
ice  rendered  it  fishing  under  difficulties.  Chichester 
Canal  has  been  frozen  from  just  below  the  basin — the 
whole  length  to  the  lower  lock — about  three  and  a 
half  miles  of  continuous  skating  bar  bridges.  From 
Friday  it  has  been  patronised  by  hundreds  of  both 
sexes,  and,  I  believe,  without  a  serious  accident. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing,  but  the  weather  since  Monday  has 
been  against  fishing.  Since  last  week  we  have  had 
some  slight  falls  of  snow,  which  has  not  affected  the 
river,  followed  by  very  severe  frosts  at  night,  then 
sunshiny  days,  and  the  fish  were  moving  better.  On 
Tuesday  there  was  a  change,  and  snow  and  hail  fell, 
and  on  Wednesday  a  thick  fog  settled  over  the  district 
and  it  began  to  thaw ;  there  is  now  every  possi- 
bility of  a  break  in  the  weather.  Angling  has  been 
very  quiet  this  week,  scarcely  a  rod  out.  Before  the 
snow  there  were  a  few  anglers  out  and  grayling  and 
coarse  fish  were  rising  and  a  few  nice  fish  were  taken 
with  fly  and  maggot.  Pike  have  been  moving  better 
and  have  been  tried  for  with  gorge  bait  and  live  bait, 
and  fair  sport  had.  Sport  in  this  part  will  be  quiet 
for  some  time.  If  the  weather  changes  trout  fishing 
should  be  good  on  March  2,  and  there  are  some  good 
fish  in  this  part,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and 
low  and  have  been  frozen  over  in  places ;  no  fishing  in 
them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  fishing  has  been 

very  slow,  owing  to  the  very  severe  weather  we  have 
had  of  late.  The  water  is  in  good  order  for  grayling, 
being  clear  and  a  nice  height,  but  anglers  have  not 
been  inclined  to  go  out.  Snow  and  hail  have  been 
had  since  ISIonday,  and  there  is  a  fog  on  the  district 
at  present,  and  to  all  appearance  we  shall  have  a 
change  in  the  weather,  which  wUl  be  welcomed  by  all. 
Before  Tuesday  the  frosts  were  very  severe,  followed 
in  the  day  by  bright  sunshine,  and  the  fish  were 
moving  better,  but  very  few  anglers  cared  to  venture 
out,  and  are  waiting  until  trout  come  in  season  next 
month. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — So  slow  has  the  thaw  been  that  it 
has  hadbut little  effect  ontheTrent,which  still  remains 


in  fair  condition,  though  a  slight  rise  is  noticeable 
to-day  (Wednesday).  Other  good  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Devon  Mouth  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  up  to  CJlb., 
and  by  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  his  best  weighing  71b.,  one  of 
the  prettiest  fish  of  the  season.  Several  good  chub 
have  been  secured  with  worms,  Mr.  Corner's  best 
weighing  21b.  13Joz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Berry's  31b  lOoz., 
the  latter  from  the  water  below  the  town.  Of  roach 
and  dace  but  few  have  been  taken,  and  only  occasional 
perch. — Trentsider. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Very  little  sport  is  reported  as  accomplished  on  the 
Witham  this  week.  The  cold  and  snow  have  curtailed 
the  attendance  of  sportsmen,  and  very  few  have  had 
any  chance.  We  hear  of  one  angler  who  during 
the  last  week  was  at  Chapel  Hill,  near  Dogdyke, 
where  he  got  four  fish  from  Gib.  to  71b.  each,  five 
between  31b.  and  41b.,  and  one  of  2ilb.  These 
were  all  taken  from  the  swim  called  Ash  Holt.  At 
the  drain  ends  some  odd  perch  have  been  captured. 
The  fishing  on  the  Witham,  as  a  whole,  has  been  very 
tarne  and  unremunerative.  The  tributaries  and  the 
drains  about  Boston  afford  us  no  news ;  many  of  the 
latter  are  ice-bound. — -Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — As  far  as  an  angling  report  is  con- 
cerned this  week,  I  am  in  a  similar  position  to  the 
miller  who  had  to  make  flour  without  wheat,  for 
all  our  rivers  are  still  icebound.  Consequently 
anglers  have  been  frozen  out  and  the  fish  frozen 
in.  Skaters,  curlers,  etc.,  have  had  a  fine  time 
of  it,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  an  unmistakable 
"freshening"  and  a  rise  in  the  temperature;  if  the 
thaw  goes  on  it  will  be  some  days  before  our  rivers 
are  clear  of  ice.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
far  from  rosy — that  is,  from  an  angling  point  of  view — 
and  it  is  pretty  certain  now  that  we  shall  have  a  quiet 
time  of  it  until  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season. 
The  Ilkley  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  20.  I  am  informed  there  are  a  few 
vacancies ;  anyone  writing  to  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
furnish  particulars  at  any  time.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Owing  to  the  severity 
of  the  weather  there  was  no  angling  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  15,  the  opening  day  of  the  season,  nor  has  there 
been  any  since.  "  We  are  all  frozen  up  here  and  have 
been  for  over  a  fortnight,"  writes  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas, 
of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm.  Fishing  is  per- 
missible in  the  Esk  below  Oanonbie  glebe  lands  to  the 
Solway  only  until  March  15,  when  both  Esk  and 
Liddle  will  bo  thrown  open  for  fly  fishing.  Bait 
fishing  will  commence  on  May  1. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  and  state 
of  river  continues  unfavourable  for  salmon  fishing  by 
rod  or  net.  Fishermen  have  been  trying  the  net 
daily,  but  they  have  not  succeeded  owing  to  the 
abundance  of  ice  on  the  river.  The  heaviest  of  the 
small  number  of  fish  killed  since  the  opening  is  ISlb. 
On  Tuesday  night  the  frost  was  not  so  keen,  and  there 
was  an  appearance  of  a  change.  The  fishermen  along 
the  coast  are  now  getting  in  their  bag-nets,  but  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  sea  prevents  them  from  making 
the  regular  inspection.  It  will  be  some  time,  even 
although  the  ice  on  the  river  had  disappeared,  before 
anglers  can  make  a  start. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  Mr.  Tilston  killed 
three  salmon  weighing  231b.,  221b.,  and  121b.  On  the 
14th,  the  boatmen  killed  one  salmon  weighing  91b. ; 
and  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Tilston  had  one  of  71b. — S. 
Tilston. 

  Killin,  N.B.— On  Feb.  12,  on  the  Reserve 

water,  Mrs.  Maisey  landed  a  salmon  of  191b.  On  Feb. 
13,  Mr.  George  IMenzies,  Saltcoats,  to  of  201b.  and 
191b.  :  Mr.  McCunn,  U.S.  Consul,  Dunfermline,  one 
of  211b.  On  Feb.  15,  Mr.  W.  H.  McLellan,  Glasgow, 
one  of  181b.  On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  W.  H.  ]\IcLellan, 
Glasgow,  one  of  191b.  On  Feb.  19,  :Mr.  W.  H. 
McLellan,  one  of  IGlb. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland. — A  partial  fresh  is  being 
experienced  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey  and 
northern  streams,  and  some  angling  is  being  got  here 
and  there  where  the  current  is  open,  and  towards  after- 
noon when  the  grue  is  off.  The  "  first  blood  "  of  the  sea- 
son was  to  the  rod  of  John  Mortimer,  fisherman  to  Mr. 
Joliff,  Wooiend  water,  who  creeled  a  baauty  of  81b.  on 
Saturday  off  the  ice.  On  Monday  on  the  Borrowstone 
water.  Lord  Garrioch  landed  a  fine  fish  of  131b.,  losing 
two  others  off  the  ice.     On  the  Glentana  water, 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
qnality  only,  on  ttne  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Hies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks  ,  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  .Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  i"ly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Millek 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


AntN'QDiJf,  B,  Berks,  61 :  65.  5,i 
Abdlkstone  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2(1. 
Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
Amberlky  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  Sd.,  54  (By  EUl- 

ridgc's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 
Ajiersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Ami'THILL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  ii ;  is.  2d. 
Arpleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
Aki.e^kv  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
Amu  kxt  (  Medway),  K,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
AuiiLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6id. 
Aylesbury  (Tliame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 
Barcombe  Mills  (<.)use)  V,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 
Batilesbriuge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  41d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4a. 
Billericay  (Chehuer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 
BlLLiNGHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  Sd. 
BlSHOl"  s  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 
Bletohlev  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i  ;  4s.  lid. 
Bll  NHA5I  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 
Bu  ntisham  (dusc),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  (  ;uiil>s,  t;li  ;  5s.  1.H1. 

Bourne  End  (.Tlianies),  B,  Berks," 28}  ;  3s. 
Box  HILL  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  223- ;  2s.  Sd. 
Boxmoor  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24{  ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Braughino  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30| ;  2s.  7id. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  S6i ;  7s.  3td. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Broxbourne  (Leal,  A,  Herts,  Vi  ;  Is.  6d. 
BUNTINGFORD  (Kill),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lid. 
Bures  (Stour).  A,  Suffolk,  5i  ;  4s.  6id. 
BuRNHAM-oN-('i;oucH,  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 
Burnt  Fun  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77j-;  6s.  6d. 
Burnt  :Mill  (Stort).  A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd. 
Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey).  I),  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Castle   Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Es^ex,  56i ; 
4s.  ll,;d. 

Chalfont  Road  (:\Ii.sliourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5tii  ;  4s.  2id. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  ;i6  ;  3s.  9d. 
CHELM.SFORD  (Clielmtr),  A,  Esst  x,  29}  ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  1),  Smiev,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Chesham  (Che3~),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Che'^iu  nt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Koding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  l{d. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chobley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  .Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4id. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57J- ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBKOOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  Sd. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  _E. 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  i. 
South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (Loudon  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North-Weatern  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


Cranbeook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CULHAil  (Thames),  B,  O.xon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86i  ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes'),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Eghaii  (Thames),  I),  Siurey,  21  ;  2s.  3d. 
Elsthee  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  33.  Ojd. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  Hid 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d. 
ESHER  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittlkworth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Fi.iTWlCK  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4(1. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
CrOUDHURST  (Medway),  V,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48 ;  3s.  lOJd. 
Great  JIarlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Fekry  (Stour),  C,  76} :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,"l38  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25*  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62^  ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hajipton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  wick  (Thames),  B,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Harrington  (  fod),  G,  Beds,  37 ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  lOd. 
HATFlELDPEVEREL(Chelnier),A,Essex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47;  4s. 
Havward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  43. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
HILGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Noifolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
HORLEY  (Mole).  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lod. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


HORSTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36}  ;  3s.  lOd 
Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  581 ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythb,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  63.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langlby  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12 ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  es.  ll}d. 
Langford   Hall   Fishery   (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3}d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
Langley  (Canal).  B,  Bucks,  16i  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32{ ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  V)  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 
Leiqhton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LiNGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  Sd. 
Littlbport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  63.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61} ;  5s  2jd 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 
Lo^VESTOPT  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  2s.  6d 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s  '3d 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  ,59  ;  5s.  0}d 
March  (Nene,  *c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  63.  4d 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhurst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61  ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  es.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lO.s. 
North  M'eald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  is.  8d 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55}  ;  53.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  H}d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  c,  Kent,  31} ;  4s. 
PANGBOURNE  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d 
Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  53. 

Eldridge's  Exciu'sions,  'is.  6d.). 
RADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  .5S}  ;  6s  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  23. 


(By 


RrCKMANSwoRTH  (Colne),  HI,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 

Roydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 

Rudgwiok  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 

Rye  Hou  se  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  Is.  8d. 

St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  23.  Id. 

St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 

St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20} ;  Is.  9d. 

St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  5s.  5d. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 

Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  23.  3}d. 

Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 

Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 

Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 

Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 

Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 

Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 

Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18i  ;  23. 

Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 

Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18*  ;  Is.  lid. 

SOUTHMINSTER,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 

Staines  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  19}  ;  23. 

Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29i  ;  2s.  6}d. 

Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stom),  A,  Suffolk,  58}  ;  43.  ll}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tkmpsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47i  ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s. 
TiLEHCRST  Cniames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Thaiues),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
WAltGRAVB,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  33.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Waterinqbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  ((Jolne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
AVest  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9id, 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19 ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WiCKFOKD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  28  ;  2s.  2d. 
WiDFoUD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  23.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  13,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}  ; 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thms.& Colne),  D,Bucks,  21i;23.3d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122i  ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  43. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Noifolk,  121 ;  ll.«. 


Captain  Tillard  had  one  of  101b.  on  Tuesday  from  the 
Boat  pool.  Several  kelts  were  got  on  the  other 
sections.  With  a  continuance  of  fresh  weather 
to  clear  the  rivers  of  ice,  good  sport  would  be 
order  of  the  day  all  over.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
reports  are  more  favourable,  but  it  will  be  sorne 
days  before  the  water  will  be  in  anything  like 
good  trim.  On  the  Don  beyond  a  few  baskets  of 
finnock  chiefly  to  the  worm  nothing  yet  has  been 
attempted.  On  the  coast  stations  good  supplies  of 
salmon  are  being  got  daily  and  prices  have  fallen  con- 
siderably since  the  opening  day. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— All  the  rivers  in  the  Solway 
border  district  are  still  ice-bound,  and  curling  and 
skating  are  taking  place  on  a  number  of  the  best 
salmon  pools.  On  Tuesday  ijhe  remaining  batch  of 
rivers  in  this  district  open  their  angling  for  the  season. 
The  prospects  are  certainly  gloomy  enough  at  the  time 
of  writing,  but  there  are  signs  of  the  breaking  up  of 
the  frost.  A  decided  thaw  is  taking  place  to-day(Feb.l9) , 
and  it  is  probable  that  by  the  end  of  the  week  the 
ice  will  be  cleared  out.  After  this  severe  frost  of  the 
past  fortnight  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  indication 
of  what  the  spring  angling  will  be.  The  prospects 
are,  at  the  present  moment,  against  the  angler.  A 
heavy  coat  of  snow  lies  on  the  hills,  as  "also  in 
the  dales,  and  there  will  be  a  flush  of  water 
before  the  rivers  are  in  ply  for  the  rods.  Should 
any  spring  fish  run  at  the  opening  next  week 
they  will  have  a  clear  run  to  the  rivers,  as  the  salmon 
nets  in  the  Firth  cannot  now  be  erected  for  a  fortnight. 
The  lessees  and  fishermen  dare  not  fix  up  any  trap 
nets  at  present  as  the  break-up  of  the  ice  in  the  rivers 
would  be  certain  to  destroy  every  fixed  stake  net  in 
the  Firth. — Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— As  the  frost  was  still  pretty 
severe,  little  was  done  this  week,  but  appearances 
point  to  successful  results  when  the  river  assumes  its 
normal  state.  On  the  opening  day,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond's  fishermen  at  Tuquet  (the  mouth)  were 
more  successful  than  their  brethren  at  Fochabers.  All 
the  forenoon  they  were  busy  breaking  off  the  ice  from 
the  sides  of  the  pools,  and  in  the  afternoon  managed  to 
make  a  number  of  hauls  with  excellent  results,  netting 
in  the  afternoon  over  two  hundred  salmon  quite  an 
average  first  day  fishing.  At  Orton  and  Butnside,  the 
furthest  up  point  netted  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
the  fishermen  made  a  bold  attempt  to  haul  their  nets' 
and  managed  to  land  a  few  fish.— J.  M.  ' 


Tay.— There  has  been  little  change  in  the  Tay 
since  last  report.  The  river  is  still  at  summer  level. 
At  some  parts  it  is  almost  covered  with  ice,  leaving 
only  the  main  stream  clear.  There  is  also  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  floating  ice.  In  this  low  state  of 
the  river  fish  will  not  run  forward.  No  fish  have 
been  killed  in  the  Dunkeld  or  Stanley  district  for  the 
past  week.  To-day  (Feb.  19)  the  weather  has  been 
much  milder,  and  if  it  would  but  continue  for  a  few 
days  it  would  bring  away  the  ice.  Pishing  on  Edrady- 
nate  water  on  Feb.  12  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  landed 
one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  Feb.  14  Mr.  John  Scott, 
of  Eastertyre,  killed  one  salmon  of  211b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  opened  on  this  river  on  Feb.  15,  but  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  sport,  owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  water.  However,  as  we  write,  the 
river  is  in  high  flood,  which  should  be  the  means  of 
well  stocking  all  the  fisheries.- W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District.- The  long  wished  for  thaw 
has  set  in  and  the  frost  is  now  away,  although  snow  is 
still  lingering  on  the  hills  and  the  small  streams 
covered  with  ice.  To-day  (Wednesday)  some  anglers 
were  out  on  the  Woodburn  Dams,  but  with  very  poor 
results.  All  the  streams  in  Antrim  and  Down  open 
on  March  1.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  been  very 
poor  since  last  report  owing  to  the  imfavourable  state 
of  the  river  and  weather.  But  the  weather  has  at 
last  broken,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain  has  put  the  river 
in  high  flood.  Large  numbers  of  salmon  are  reported 
to  have  passed  to  the  upper  waters. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — In  arctic  weather  the 
salmon  fishing  season  opened  on  the  Boyne  on  Feb. 
12.  The  river  was,  and  is,  low,  and  until  a  heavy  flood 
comes  sport  will  be  only  of  a  desultory  kind.  Since 
the  season  opened  the  following  fish  were  killed  :  Mr. 
B.  D.  Jameson  one  of  301b.,  on  Slackallan ;  Captain 
Collins  one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  Ley  one  of  251b.,  on  Black 
Castle  ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Slater  one  of  111b.,  on  the 
Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  Kiver  (co.  Donegal).— The  fro.st  has 
now  gone,  and  the  snow  is  fast  disappearing  from  the 
hills;  at  time  of  writing  the  river  is  much  swollen 
and  discoloured  by  the  melting  snow,  and  it  will  be 
several  days  before  the  river  is  in  fishing  order  again. 
Fresh-run  salmon  are  passing  through  the  river  to 


Lough  Melvin,  as  although  the  river  was  in  an 
unfishable  condition  in  most  places,  Terence  Gilroy 
(beeper)  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  fresh-run  salmon, 
weighing  101b.,  on  Feb.  18.  Some  good  sport  will 
soon  be  had  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — Angling  opens  on  the 
Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry  on  March  1.  Just 
now  the  ice  and  snow  are  going  away  nicely.  Odd 
salmon  kelts  are  in  the  pools  of  the  Blackwater  yet. 
-J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  not  been  good  on  any 
of  the  Kerry  rivers,  the  weather  conditions  being 
much  against  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes. — Sport  has  not  been  good  on 
the  lakes,  owing  to  generally  unfivourable  weather. 
The  frost  and  snow  have  departed,  and  the  prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  are  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  prac- 
tically no  fishing  has  been  had.  However,  as  we  write 
it  is  raining  steadily,  and  the  river  is  in  high  flood. 
When  it  settles  down,  which  will  be  in  a  day  or  two, 
anglers  should  have  a  good  time  of  it. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Lough    Currane   (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  very  poor  since  last  report,  the  frost 
and  snow  affecting  the  fishing.  The  prospects  are  not 
improved  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  and  Corrib.  —  Spring  fishing  on 
above  waters  began  on  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Cockburn,  fishing 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  landed  a  beautiful  pike  of 
251b.  on  Feb.  13,  and  a  fine  trout  of  71b.  on  Feb.  14 
in  very  good  condition ;  those  are  the  largest  caught 
since  the  fishing  opened.  Local  anglers  arc  making 
large  baskets  of  trout  on  the  canal  with  the  worm, 
Mr.  Lydon  getting  141b.  trout  on  Feb.  16. — J.  A.  J. 

Moy,  Loaghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  heavy  snow  and  frost  has  all  gone,  and 
the  snow-broth  has  put  the  river  out  of  order. 
Weather  much  warmer,  and  a  good  run  of  clean  fish 
at  the  salmon  weirs.  Some  nice  takes  of  sea  trout  are 
being  got  in  the  lower  Moy. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  river  is  in  first- 
rate  order,  and  the  weather  has  become  much  milder 
owing  to  the  disappearance  of  frost  and  fog.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  W.  B.  Moorhead  killed  one  salmon, 
191b.,  on  Feb.  13.  The  largest  fish  of  the  season  so 
far — namely,  361b.— was  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Enright  on 
Mr.  Vansittart's  water  at  the  Worldseiid  on  Feb.  15. — 
John  Eneight  and  Son. 
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SEA  PISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  28  :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

22nd 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

27th 

28th 

ScHrborou^li 

a.m. 

4.  CI 

4.39 

.5.16 

5.51 

6.25 

7.  0 

7.35 

p.m. 

4.20 

4.58 

5.34 

6.  8 

6.42 

7.16 

7.55 

Y&niioutli  •••■••*>••.. 

a.m. 

8.51 

9.34 

10.15 

10.50 

11.24 

11.57 

0.13 

p.m. 

9.13 

9.55 

10.33 

11.  7 

11.40 

0.30 

f  , 

a.m. 

9.34 

10.16 

10.  .57 

11.32 

0.22 

0.55 

p.m. 

9.55 

10.37 

11.15 

11.48 

0.  6 

0.38 

1.12 

Aldeburgh 

a.m. 

10.-27 

11.  4 

11.45 

0.  3 

0.36 

1.10 

1.43 

p.m. 

10.43 

11.25 

— 

0.20 

0.54 

1.31 

2.  0 

Harwich  

a.m. 

11.51 

0.13 

0.52 

1.30 

2.  5 

2.39 

3.11 

p.m. 

0.33 

1.11 

1.48 

2.22 

2.55 

3.28 

Burnham-on- 

a.m. 

0.24 

1.  3 

1.41 

2.16 

2.50 

3.22 

Crouch  

p.m. 

0.  2 

0.44 

1.22 

1.59 

2.33 

3.  6 

3.39 

Southend,  Sheer- 

ra.m. 

0.23 

1.  G 

1.45 

2.21 

2.55 

3.26 

3.  .59 

ness  and  Leigh... 

p.m. 

0.45 

1.26 

2.  3 

2.38 

3.11 

3.42 

4.16 

Margate,  B'dstairs, 

a.m. 

11.48 

0.  9 

.0.48 

1.24 

1.58 

?.29 

3.  2 

and  Ramsgate ... 

p.m. 

— 

0.29 

1.  6 

1.41 

2.14 

2.45 

3.19 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 

■a.m. 

10.51 

11.35 

0.35 

1.13 

1.48 

2.22 

p.m. 

11.13 

11.56 

0.16 

0.54 

1.31 

2.  ft 

2.40 

Hastings  

a.m. 

10.35 

11.19 

0.19 

0.,58 

1.32 

2.  6 

p.m. 

10.57 

11.40 

0.  1 

0.38 

1.15 

1.49 

2.24 

Eastbourne  and 

■a.m. 

11.  1 

11.45 

0.  6 

0.45 

1.23 

1.58 

2.32 

Brighton   

p.m. 

11.23 

0.26 

1.  4 

1.41 

2.15 

2.50 

Newhaven  

a.m. 

11.11 

11.51 

0.  9 

0.43 

1.15 

1.47 

2.20 

p.m. 

11.31 

0.27 

0.59 

1.31 

2.  3 

2.38 

Shoreham  and 

a.m. 

11.19 

0.19 

1.  3 

1.42 

2.16 

2.50 

Southwick  

p.m. 

11.42 

0.  3 

0.44 

1.2  J 

1.58 

2.33 

3.  8 

Portsmouth  and 

a.m. 

11.31 

0.33 

1.10 

1.44 

2.17 

2.50 

Hayling  Island 

p.m. 

11.52 

0.13 

0.62 

1.27 

2.  1 

2.33 

3.  8 

a.m. 

5.40 

6.24 

7.  3 

7  37 

8.  8 

8.39 

9.11 

p.m. 

0.  3 

6.44 

7.21 

7.52 

8.23 

8.55 

9.27 

rowey  (Cornwall). — We  have  had  very  cold 
weather  here  lately,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Feb.  14) 
fish  of  any  kind  seem  very  scarce.  A  few  grey  mullet 
were  talien  on  Feb.  13,  but  we  are  longing  for  warmer 
weather. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  v?eather  has  been  rather  cold  this 
week  for  fishing,  but  enthusiastic  fishermen  have  been 
out  during  the  middle  of  the  day  and  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  nice  pollack.  The  pier  fishermen 
have  been  taking  some  small  bass,  and  grey  mullet 
have  been  on  the  feed  again  at  Millbay.  Smelt  are 
very  plentiful  from  the  piers  around  Catte-Water. 
The  seine  boats  are  still  having  very  fair  catches  of 
herrings,  and  the  steam  trawlers  are  bringing  in  good 
supplies  of  best  fish  from  distant  waters.  The  present 
weather  suits  their  fishing  much  better,  because  they 
have  not  to  use  so  much  ice,  and  the  fish  consequently 
keep  in  better  condition  for  the  market. — William 
S.  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — The  cold  weather  has  not  been  so 
unfavourable  to  fishing  as  might  have  been  expected. 
Few  fish  have  been  taken,  and  the  water  is  very  thick, 
still  it  is  time  the  spring  pollack  were  around. — Grey 

MULLETT. 

Scarborough. — We  are  having  very  severe  weather. 
A  few  fine  cod  have  been  taken  by  rod  angling  off  the 
rocks,  but  it  is  very  cold  work.  Captain  W.  Cass  Smith 
caught  261b.  of  fish  one  day  (heaviest  151b.),  and  on 
another  day  a  fine  cod  of  181b. — H. 

"Weymouth. — There  has  been  no  fishing  of  any 
importance  here  during  the  past  week.  A  few  bass 
have  been  taken  of  an  evening  from  the  landing-stage 
and  breakwater,  also  a  few  pollack.  The  weather  has 
been  extremely  wintry — hard  frosts,  with  winds  from 
the  E.  and  N.E.  A  slight  thaw  has  set  in  to-day 
(Feb.  19),  but  it  is  not  likely  to  last  to  all  appearances. 
— Sea  Bream. 


Jingling  futures. 

February  23. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  competition. 
Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Dace  competition. 
Wenlock  :  Prize  outing  to  Rye  Plouse. 
February  24. 
Stepney  :  Visit. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Central  visit. 
February  25. 

Dalston :  Annual  supper. 

South    London  Anglers'    United   Visiting    List : 
Anchor  and  Hope  visit. 
February  26. 
B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  meeting. 


Mar.  11. — Fly-Fishers:  Annual  dinner. 
„    12. — B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    15. — Ljohnobites  :  Concert. 
,,    18. — Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    23. — Anglers'   Benevolent   Society :    Lea  com- 
petition. 


To  Flv  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Pi-ofessional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  Dow  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishins  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  JlcClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  nsliijig  (iazelte.  AVith  eighty  illnstrations. 
Ihi.s  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Mareton  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Jlssociaitons^ 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  on  Mon- 
day, Feb.  17,  Vice-President  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett 
presiding.  Forty- four  societies  were  represented. 
The  usual  routine  of  business  was  speedily  carried 
out.  The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  forwarded  the 
cheque  for  £10  to  the  honorary  treasurer  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  that  being 
the  usual  annual  donation  to  that  society  ;  he  also 
stated  that  he  had  satisfactorily  arranged  matters 
with  the  new  tenant  of  Bures  Hall  Farm  for  the 
continuancy  of  the  fishing.  Cheques  amounting 
to  over  £1G  were  ordered  to  be  drawn,  and  the 
bank  balance  is  very  satisfactory.  The  question 
of  the  fisheries  to  the  north  of  London  was 
again  brought  forward  by  the  West  Green  Angling 
Society  representative ;  he  gave  notice  of  motion 
to  bring  the  matter  forward  at  next  meeting. 
The  Limehouse  Piscatorial  gave  notice  of  motion 
relating  to  alteration  of  rule  No.  1,  and  if  adopted 
the  necessary  alterations  to  other  rules,  the  idea 
being  to  merge  the  three  committees  into  one  general 
committee,  and  sub-committees  to  be  elected  from 
that  body  to  deal  with  finance,  renting,  and  pre- 
servation. A  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Close,  W.  H.  Barber,  J.  J.  Prei,  and  R.  J. 
Wells,  was  elected  to  work  out  the  scheme  and 
report  to  next  meeting.  Mr.  J.  Harwood,  of 
the  Sundial  Angling  Society,  again  trotted  out 
his  baby — the  increasing  of  the  standard  mini- 
mum length  of  takeable  fish— and,  as  a  stepping- 
stone,  he  gave  notice  of  motion  for  next  meeting 
that  he  would  propose,  "  That  in  all  waters 
rented  by  this  association  the  length  of  take- 
able  fish  shall  not  be  less  than — roach,  Sin. ; 
bream,  12in. ;  dace,  Tin.,  and  perch,  Sin."  It 
would  be  of  great  assistance  if  these  very 
important  matters  were  discussed  amongst  the 
various  enrolled  societies  between  now  and  March  17, 
and  instructions  given  to  their  representatives 
attending  the  next  meeting.  It  was  decided  to 
resort  to  more  drastic  measures  to  enforce  payment 
of  overdue  accounts.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man terminated  the  meeting. — R.  G.  Woodrui'f. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  Friday,  Feb.  14,  three  grants  were  made 
amounting  to  £13.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  receipt  of  the  following  sums — Greenwich 
donation,  £1 ;  Wandsworth  Piscatorials,  :3j.  7d.  ; 
Amicable  Waltonians,  £5  13s. ;  Hearts  of  Oak,  Is.  'Jd. 
from  their  collecting  boxe.s,  etc. — S.  Malby. 

The  fourteenth  Anglers'  Benevolent  Competition 
will  take  place  in  the  Lea  on  March  23.  I  have 
several  prizes  already  promised,  and  shall  ba  pleased 
to  receive  more  and  acknowledge  same  in  this  paper. 
Further  particulars  nest  "week. — S.  Malby,  Hon. 
Sec. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

Members  of  the  above  residing  in  the  vicinity  of 
East  Croydon  are  respectfully  requested  to  note  for 
future  reference  and  quidance  that  the  undermen- 
tioned fares  which  have  been  in  operation  from  East 
Croydon  station  for  some  time  were  inadvertently 
omitted  from  the  guide  book  of  the  present  season. 
To  Paddock  Wood,  Yalding,  Wateringbury,  East 
Farleigh,  Horsmonden,  Goudhurst,  Cranbrook,  and 
Hawkhurst,  4s. ;  Tonbtidge,  33.  3d. ;  Shalford,  3s.  2d.  ; 
'Guildford,  3s.  2d. ;  Grove  Ferry,  7s.  2d.— W.  J.  Wade, 
G,  Priter-road,  S.E. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  a  special  report  from  Mr.  A.  C. 
Payton  (H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais)  was  received, 
calling  attention  to  the  large  number  of  herrings 
caught  by  rod  and  line,  upon  a  new  system 
to  be  alluded  to  later  on.  The  writer's  record 
since  Jan.  25  was  1091  herrings,  besides  some 
whiting  and  sprats.  In  the  absence  of  the  usual 
fishing  experiences,  at  this  season  suspended,  much 
old  lore  as  to  sea  fishing  gave  rise  to  useful  dis- 
cussion. Next  Wednesday  the  annual  meeting  of 
members  will  be  held  at  Frascati's,  and  on  March  12 
the  annual  dinner.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  in  the  chair. 
— W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 

City  op  London  Piscaiorial  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last  it  was  annotmced  that  the  society 
had  been  enrolled  by  both  Anglers'  and  Central 
Associations,  and  that  privilege  tickets  (already 
applied  for)  had  been  received.  A  banking  account 
has  been  opened  (in  the  name  of  the  society)  at  the 
head  office  of  the  Loudon  and  South  Western  Bank. 
Valuable  presentations  were  made  to  the  library. 
The  committee  were  provisionally  empowered  to 
conclude  arrangements  for  renting  waters,  etc.,  as 
opportunities  occur.  Delegates  to  the  two  asso- 
ciations were  appointed.  For  a  limited  time  the 
commutation  for  life  membership  would  be  as 


originally  fixed — namely,  £5  5s. ;  and  the  annual 
subscription  for  this  year,  £1  Is.,  would  include  the 
entrance  fee. 

Gresuam  ANGLiNii  Society — 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  (Feb.  11)  it  was  arranged 
to  hold  the  annual  dinner  on  March  IB  nest.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Franklin  will  preside.  Early  application  for 
tickets  is  requested. — ^J.  H.  Walker. 

li'swicn  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Captain  Wing  on  Feb. 
14,  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate  read  a  paper  entitled,  "  A 
Scamper  through  Broadland."  With  tho  aid  of  a 
capital  set  of  slides,  kindly  lent  by  the  Groat  Eastern 
Railway  Co.,  Mr.  Westgate  followed  the  courses  he 
had  taken  during  a  few  brief  visits  to  this  interesting 
neighbourhood  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  described 
the  places  visited  and  various  incidents  occurring  on 
his  journeys. 

Scottish    Trout  Anglers'  Association  (Glasgow 
District) — 

On  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Peter  Boa, 
Edinburgh,  gave  a  short  sketch  of  "  Some  Angling 
Experiences  in  Upper  Liddlesdale,"  with  lantern 
slides.    Dr.  Spence  was  in  the  chair. 

Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society — • 

The  second  general  meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  17. 
After  the  usual  business  the  hon.  treasurer  gave  a 
short  lecture  on  flat-fish  angling,  and  on  the 
whitebait  fisheries  of  Leigh  land  neighbour- 
hood. He  was  gratified  at  the  handsome  manner 
Captain  Kemp,  the  pier-master,  had  acceded  to  tho 
request  to  allow  fishing  under  certain  necessary 
conditions  throughout  the  year  on  the  extension. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


THE  MISTLETOE  AS  FOOD  FOR  BIRDS. 


Although  the  mistletoe  has  a  wide  range,  extending 
over  the  whole  of  temperate  Europe  from  Sweden  to 
the  Mediterranean  and  far  into  Asia,  it  is  rare  in  the 
north  of  England,  and  does  not  extend  to  either 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  though,  if  introduced,  I  have 
little  doubt  it  would  grow  there.  I  have  not  found  it 
growing  wild  in  Yorkshire,  but  it  grows  freely  when 
cultivated,  especially  on  the  apple.  In  my  own 
garden  (writes  a  cortespondent  of  the  Field)  I 
have  numbers  of  trees  bearing  this  parasite,  which 
is  dicecious — ^that  is,  the  male  and  female  are 
separate  plants,  and  I  find,  on  propagating  it  by 
seed,  I  get  many  more  males  than  females,  hence 
I  have  fewer  plants  carrying  berries  than  I  ought  to 
have.  Occasionally  I  have  noticed  bees  at  the  flowers, 
so  I  presume  the  pollen  is  transmitted  by  insects  to  the 
pistil,  and  that  the  flowers,  although  small  and  insig- 
nificant, are  not  wind  fertilised.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  berries  as  food  for  birds,  I  fancy  they  are  little 
sought  after  ;  they  have  not  the  attractive  colouring 
which  many  berries  have,  but  this  is  not  a  sufficient 
reason,  for  they  are  by  no  means  inconspicuous  when 
fully  ripe.  Tne  reason  is,  I  fancy,  that  each  berry 
contains  but  one  small  seed  and  a  large  quantity  of 
extremely  viscous,  and  doubtless  very  indigestible, 
pulp. 

To  return  to  my  garden.  For  several  seasons  a 
bunch  of  mistletoe  on  an  apple  tree  near  my  summer- 
house  has  carried  a  good  crop  of  berries,  and  has  been 
under,  almost  daily  observation,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  numerous  thrushes  and  blackbirds  daily 
frequent  the  garden,  and  often  alight  on  the  tree  quite 
near  these  berries,  in  no  single  instance  have  I  known 
either  of  these  birds  to  touch  them.  The  mistle 
thrush  is  a  regular  breeder  either  in  the  garden  or  in 
the  grounds  adjoining ;  I  find,  however,  they  leave  tho 
gardens  in  winter  and  seldom  return  until  paired  in 
the  spring,  at  which  time  I  have  known  every 
mistletoe  berry  in  the  garden  to  disappear,  but  have 
not  caught  the  birds  in  tne  act  of  taking  them. 

A  word  as  to  the  birds  perpetuating  this  parasite  by 
leaving  berries  on  the  branches  when  cleaning  their 
beaks.  I  hardly  think  this  is  how  the  plant  is  dis- 
seminated. In  the  first  placa,  the  berry  has  a  very 
tough  rind,  not  easily  broken,  hence  the  berries  would 
be  swallowed  whole ;  and  supposing  a  berry  did  get 
broken,  and  the  seed  become  attached  to  the  outside 
of  the  beak,  and  the  bird  have  to  cleanse  its  beak  on  a 
branch,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  bird  should  not  pick 
up  the  seed  again.  Is  it  not  much  more  likely 
the  old  tradition  that  the  seed  passed  through 
the  bird  is  the  correct  one,  and  that  much  of 
the  viscous  substance  passes  with  it,  and  in  this 
way  the  seed  is  attached  to  the  branch,  frequently 
to  the  under  side,  the  reason  of  which  may  be  that 
the  excrement  runs  over  the  branch  and  the  sticky 
substance  contracts  and  holds  the  seed  to  the  under 
side.  No  plant  is  more  easily  propagated  than  the 
mistletoe  ;  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  choose  a  smooth 
bit  of  bark  of  an  apple-tree  and  rub  the  berry  on  it ; 
tho  viscous  substance  soon  contracts  and  holds  the 
berry  firmly  fixed.  Do  not  slit  the  bark  at  all.  I 
have  tried  to  got  it  to  grow  on  oak,  ash,  lime,  birch, 
beech,  pear,  plum,  etc.,  but  have  not  succeeded  on  any 
of  them,  although  I  know  it  will  grow  ou  whitethorn. 
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A  resolution  is  like  an\  eel :  it  is  easy  enough  to  take 
hut  it  is  the  devil  to  IioIcI.—Atu^x.  Ddmas. 


Just  a  year  ago  600  salmon  smolts  were  turned  into 
the  Thames.  What  became  of  this  "  noble  600  "  I  do 
not  know  ;  only  a  Tennyson  could  properly  describe 
their  adventures  and  fate.  The  Thames  Salmon 
Association  has  now  turned  in  a  second  lot,  and  soon 
we  may  hope  to  see  salmon  leaps  at  Teddington,  and 
other  places  Weir  they  would  be  welcome.  The  smolts 
turned  into  the  Thames  last  summer  should  by  this 
time  have  had  a  taste  of  salt  water,  and  be  seekin<j 
agam  the  parent  river.  Of  course  many  of  them  have 
gone,  but  the  survivors  will  certainly  make  a  rush 
towards  Windsor  this  coronation  rear. 


The  season  for  the  commencement  of  salmon  net 
fishing  on  the  Tweed  began  at  midnight  on  Friday, 
Feb.  14,  under  most  unfavom-able  auspices.  A  few 
weeks  ago  prospects  were  of  a  hopeful  character.  Not 
for  many  years  had  the  river  been  so  free  from  con- 
taminating influences  owing  to  the  flood  at  the 
beginning  of  1902.  At  12  o'clock,  when  operations 
began,  the  Vicar  of  Norham  (Rev.  M.  Greene,  M.A.) 
repeated  a  ceremony  which  he  instituted  last  year",  of 
conducting  a  religious  service  by  the  water  side  on  the 
occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  salmon  fishing.  He 
proceeded  to  Pedwell  fishery  and  offered  up  prayer  in 
the  "  shiel,"  asking  for  a  Divine  blessing  on  the  work. 
This  was  followed  by  a  hj-mu  sung  by  the  audience! 
Subsequently  the  net  was  rowed,  and  the  result  of  two 
shots  was  a  capture  of  two  salmon  and  two  trout,  after 
which  the  operations  had  to  be  suspended  owinc'  to 
the  state  of  the  river.  This  "  blessing  "  was  asked°for 
salmon.  An  "Ode  to  Codfish,"  from  the  Springfield 
Bejntblican,  &sks  for  a  respite  from  a  diet  which' was 
getting  monotonous : — 

Thanksgiving's  past,  and  Christmas  too, 
The  turkey's  gone,  the  goose  also; 
Just  what  we  now  have  got  to  do 
Is,  to  go  back  to  codfish. 

The  Rhode  Island  turkey's  a  festive  bird. 
His  praises  every  one  has  heard ; 
But  you  scarcely  ever  hear  a  word 

About  the  Cape  Cod  turkey. 
So  let  me  sing  his  praises  now — 
That  he  generally  "gets  thar,"  I  allow. 
And  comes  up  smiling  every  how — 

This  steadfast  Cape  Cod  turkey. 
At  breakfast  he  begins  the  day 
In  little  spheres— he's  good  that  way; 
And  you  don't  have  very  much  to  say 

When  he  comes  up  as  fish-balls. 
When  dinner  comes,  he  swims  in  cream, 
In  little  giblets  see  him  gleam  ! 
Cream's  not  so  thick  but  what  you  see  'im, 

That's  picked-up-codfish. 
Fresh  from  old  ocean,  bake  or  bile  ; 
He's  right  on  deck  in  any  style. 
You  pass  your  plate  with  sickly  smile, 

And  feebly  say,  "please,  codfish  1  " 
For  common  everyday  fare, 
You  dun't  have  to  hunt  him — oh,  he's  there  ! 
Glance  down  the  table,  say  low  :  "  I  swear 

It's  the  same  old  codfish  !  " 

You  don't  know  how  you  like  him  best, 
!;ut  in  your  heart  there's  one  request, 
It  fills  you,  it  expands  your  breast ! 
It  is  "  Good  Lord,  give  us  a  rest 
From  codfish  !  " 

*  *  -r:  t-  >f:  ^ 

This  reminds  me  of  Dean  Swift's  grace.  His 
Reverence  stayed  some  weeks  with  a  gentleman  who 
owned  a  rabbit-warren.  Rabbits,  being  cheap,  were 
the  only  fare.  On  the  day  the  Dean  departed  he '"said 
grace  "  thus  : — 

"  Of  rabbits  young  and  rabbits  old, 
Of  rabbits  hot  and  rabbits  cold. 
Of  rabbits  tender,  rabbits  tough. 
We  thank  Thee,  Lord,  we've  had  enough  I  " 

On  March  23  there  will  be  an  angling  competition 
in  the  Lea,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society.  By  special  regulations  of  the  Lea 
Conservancy,  these  waters  remain  open  until  March 
31 ;  other  rivers  are  closed  on  March  1.5  Mr  Sam 
Malby,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  A.B.S.,  will  engineer  'stage 
manage,  direct  and  generally  "  boss  "  the  affair,  and 
this  fact  will  be  a  guarantee  of  good,  energetic,  and 
honest  management. 


February  22,  1902 


and  Pickerel.  The  remainder  of  the  brochure  is 
devoted  to  an  account  of  the  doings  of  the  clubs  of  the 
Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers 

A  COURT  of  law  has  just  decided  that  fish  are 
creatures  who,  like  Mrs.  Gamp,  "  have  their  feelings." 
Well,  this  IS  nothing  new ;  long  ago  I  heard  that  even 
an  oyster  may  be  crossed  in  love,  and  I  would  believe 
anything  of  an  intelligent  bloater.  I  fully  expect  that 
close  to  our  ponds  there  will  be  such  notices  as 
"  Don't  talk  politics  to  the  stickleback,"  while  in  the 
Aquarium  visitors  will  be  warned  that  crabs  and 
lobsters  will  be  irritated  by  bad  language,  and  that 
any  allusion  to  War  Office  procedure  will  worry  the 
jelly-fish. 


A  SEA  anemone  recently  received  at  the  New  York 
Aquarium  is  remarkable  for  its  size  and  beauty  It 
was  fished  up  off  Long  Branch,  N.  J.,  with  the  stone 
to  which  It  had  attached  itself.  It  measures,  dis- 
tended, five  inches  or  more  across  its  base,  five  or  six 
inches  in  height,  and  seven  or  eight  inches  or  more  in 
spread  of  tentacles.  In  colour  it  is  lof  a  deep  orange 
or  salmon,  with  tentacles  of  a  delicate  flesh  tint. 


The  pi^ce  de  resistance  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Anglers'  J!<xord  is  a  well-printed  and  life-like  portrait 
of  Its  editor,  M)'.  F.  A.  Redding  (vice-president  of  the 
L.  and  D.A.S.A.).  Harwood  Brierley  occupies  three 
pages  with  a  very  clever  sketch  entitled  "  After  Pike 


A  WoBD  TO  My  Messmates. 
Though  darkness  the  face  of  the  Sea  may  be  cov'ring 
^Tit^^  clouds  veil  the  glint  of  each  silvery  star, 
When  Midnight  with  black  wing  in  mid  air  is 
hov'riug. 

Still  onward  the  vessel  will  journey  afar. 
For  lit  by  a  lamp  o'er  the  binnacle  beaming— 

With  finger  unerringly  pointing  the  way— 
The  Mariners'  compass  'midst  darkness  is  gleaming. 

Whose  warnings  are  studied  by  night  and  by  day. 

In  storm  and  in  sunshine,  in  action  ne'er  failing. 
Its  needle  with  steadfastness  points  to  the  north 

To  govern  the  course  of  the  gallant  bark's  sailing. 
When  swan-like  on  passage  she  spreads  her  wings 
forth.  ° 

Ignore  his  ship's  compass  I  what  skipper  would  do  it 
Eccentric,  nay  mad !  such  a  seaman  would  be  ■ 

He  sooner  or  later  would  bitterly  rue  it, 
Perchance  sink  in  death  'neath  the  vvaves  of  the 
sea. 

Ah!  messmate,  you  laugh  at  the  bare  supposition, 
And  hitch  up  your  slack  at  the  writer's  conceit'; 

But  hold  hard  a  bit,  overhaul  your  condition. 
And  list  to  my  yarn  as  to  windward  I  beat. 

Mankind  like  the  bark  on  an  Ocean  is  riding, 

For  Time  is  a  tide  on  whose  surges  we  toss, 
And  swiftly  along  on  a  voyage  we're  gliding 

Which  ends  in  repose,  or  eternal  the  loss. 
Aboard  of  each  craft  is  a  compass  at  starting, 

'Tis  there,  if  unseen,  in  the  smallest  of  boats, 
'Tis  true  to  its  pole,  from  it  never  departing— 

Its  needle  is  Godward  as  onward  Man  floats. 
Alas  !  but  too  often  'tis  scorned  and  neglected. 

As  Man  goes  ahead  whilst  he  steers  by  his  will, 
And  finds  when  too  late  that  if  God  is  rejected 

Despair  with  its  gloom  will  his  sinking  craft  fill. 
Each  craft  has  a  log  book,  which  Justice  is  keeping 

Recording  impartially  every  tack,  ' 
Her  watch  is  the  strictest,  her  eyes  never  sleeping. 

And  judgment  will  follow  when  finished  the  track. 

So,  messmate,  give  heed  to  your  manner  of  steering 
E'er  boxing  your  compass  by  light  from  God's 
Word, 

For,  trim  as  you  will,  yet  that  Port  are  you  nearing 
Where  Man  has  to  listen  whilst  God's  voice  is 
lieard.  —Toilers  of  the  Deep. 


An  Itchen  keeper  tells  me  that  he  wired  a  female 
pike  last  week,  2ft.  Tin.  in  length,  weighing  101b., 
which  appeared  to  be  heavy  in  spawn.  On  looking 
into  its  mouth  the  tail  of  a  trout  was  seen.  The  pike 
was  carefully  opened,  and  a  trout,  seventeen  inches 
long,  was  extracted,  the  fore-half  being  partially 
digested.  It  is  pre-eminently  satisfactory  to  know 
that  an  end  has  been  put  to  the  depredations  of  Esox, 
as  if  its  daily  meals  have  consisted  of  such  fine  trout 
as  the  one  referred  to  it  is  appalling  to  think  of  the 
sad  havoc  it  must  have  played  amongst  the  famous 
Itchen  fario. 


Mr.  Kough  sends  the  following  "  original "  story 
from  New  Ross,  co.  Wexford :—"  Two  brothers,  one 
aged  ten  and  the  other  seven  years,  went  a-fishing. 
The  younger  owned  the  rod  and  was  intently  watching 
his  line  in  the  stream  for  nearly  an  hour  without  any 
result;  becoming  weary  he  complained  to  the  elder 
brother,  saying  there  was  no  use  in  fishing  any  longer, 
and  they  had  better  return  home,  when  a  happy 
thought  struck  the  elder  boy,  who  said :  '  Fred,  shall 
I  run  down  the  stream  and  throw  in  a  stone  to  send 
the  trout  up  to  your  bait  ?  '  " 


Frank  A.  Vanderlip's  articles  in  Scribner's  have 
called  out  editorial  comment  from  papers  of  the  first 
importance,  and  they  are  being  read  by  industrial  and 
hnancial  leaders  everywhere.    In  the  March  number 
Mr.  Vanderhp  will  devote  a  great  deal  of  space  to  the  f 
conditions  in  England,  which  he   revisited  a  few  \ 
weeks  ago  in  order  to  freshen  his  impressions.  Mr 
Vanderhp  believes  in  the  permanent  supremacy  of 
America  in  trade  for  certain  deep-lying  reasons  which 
he  expounds  in  this  paper. 


When  the  tender  of  an  engine  on  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  had  been  filled  at  Queen's  Lake,  111.,  a  few 
days  ago,"  ,says  the  American  Fishing  Oazette,  "a 
great  splashing  was  heard  in  the  water  tank.  Looking 
down  the  engine  crew  saw  a  large  buffalo  fish  strugglint' 
on  the  nearly  dry  bottom.  After  a  lively  scuffle  the 
fish  was  captured.  It  weighed  251b.  As  the  pipe 
used  for  pumping  purposes  is  only  four  inches  in 
diameter,  there  was  considerable  guessing  as  to  how 
the  fish  got  into  the  tank.  The  final  conclusion  was 
that  it  entered  through  the  pipe  when  a  minnow  and 
grew  to  be  a  25-pounder."  [Poor  little  "  minnow  "  to 
be  transformed  into  a  buffalo  I] 


A  PEW  days  ago  Mick  went  to  cash  a  cheque  at  a 
bank     "  How  will  you  have  it  ?  "  asked  the  cashier. 
Cold,  without  sugar,"  replied  Mick. 

Charity  covers  a  multitude  of  sins,  and  anglers  are 
one  and  all,  charitably  inclined.  An  instance  of  this 
occurred  the  other  evening  at  a  country  angling 
station  where  a  jolly  party  of  anglers  made  their  head- 
quarters. As  driving  home  after  a  good  day's  sport, 
and,  in  consequence,  overflowing  with  animal  and  other 
spirits,  they  overtook  another  angling  party  who  were 
trudging  in  the  same  direction  on  the  highway,  which 
was,  after  a  thaw,  covered  with  mud  inches  deep.  Of 
course,  under  the  circumstances  the  offer  of  a  ride  was 
gladly  accepted,  and  when  all  were  stowed  safely  in 
the  vehicle  the  cargo  was  large  enough  to  attract 
attention  from  even  the  most  unofficious  official 
of  the  cruelty  to  animals  society,  but  none  of  these 
lynx-eyed  individuals  were  prowling  about  just  then 
AH  were  enjoying  themselves  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Scotch  and  sandwiches  left  after  luncheon  and 
mutually  congratulating  each  other,  when,  without  the 
least  warning,  whilst  ascending  a  steep  incline,  part  of 
the  harness  gave  way,  tilting  the  shafts  high  in  the 
air  and  depositing  the  occupants  of  the  vehicle  in  a 
confused  heap  on  the  muddy  road.  No  one  was  hurt, 
as  the  rate  of  progression  was  very  slow  in  consequence 
of  the  heavy  load,  but  all  were  much  "muddied." 


Blow,  soft  winds  across  the  sea. 
From  the  sunny  lands  afar; 
Come  across  the  ocean  wide. 
O'er  the  ever  restless  tide, 
Where  the  mermaids  come  and  go 
And  the  wavelets  ebb  and  flow. 

Blow  soft  winds  across  the  sea, 
From  the  sunny  lands  afar, 
Where  up-springs  the  citron  tree. 
And  the  groves  of  olive  are. 


People  have  asked  me  about  that  "  bait  "  for  carp, 
and  it  appears  that,  although  extensively  made  use  of 
in  the  present  day,  very  few  are  aware  that  it  was 
known  to  my  friend  Mr.  William  Shakespeare.  ■ 


"I  SUPPOSE  that,  being  an  actor,  you  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  rough  travel  ?  "  "  Yes,  and  besides,  I  have 
lived  in  New  York  ever  since  they  began  building  the 
tunnel."  So  London  is  not  the  only  place  which  is 
"  up  1  " 


Oh,  that  eternal  subject— the  weather  1  I  canuot 
find  two  accounts  which  agree,  or  two  weather  prophets 
who  do  not  emphatically  contradict  each  other.  There 
is,  however,  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  anglers 
have  been  "  frozen  out."  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
temperature  has  risen  all  over  England,  there  is  a  fog 
in  the  East  (in  spite  of  the  Japan  treaty),  and  the 
South  of  Ireland  ha  s  had  much  rain.  To  readers  in 
the  South  of  England  I  say— Expect  cloudy  weather 
and  slight  frost,  and  if  you  do  not  get  that,  well,  you 
must  be  contented  with  something  else.  ' 

"  What  weather  shall  we  have  ?"  the  traveller  cries. 

"  Such  weather  as  I  please,"  the  country  clown  replies. 

"  Presumptive  youth  !  and  dare  you  thus  pretend 

That  YOU  have  power  the  weather  to  forefend?  " 

"  Oh,  no  !  but  we  shall  have  such  weather 

As  Heaven  shall  good  foresee. 

And  what  pleases  Heaven  always  pleases  me." 

Take  the  weather— and  everything  else— in  thi? 
philosophical  spirit.    That  is  the  advice  of  ' 

Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last  to  again 
consider  the  advisability  of  the  association  seceding 
from  the  Provincial  Association.  Delegates  from  the 
whole  of  the  clubs,  with  only  one  exception,  attended. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  Mr.  Foster  brought  forward 
the  motion  again,  which  was  supported  by  some  of 
the  leading  delegates  of  the  most  influential  societies 
in  the  district.  The  motion  was  very  warmly  dis- 
cussed by  those  in  favour  and  against  it,  and  it 
was  close  upon  eleven  o'clock  before  the  vote 
was  taken,  when  eighty-four  delegates  voted  in  favour 
and  fifty-five  against  it.  The  London  and  North 
Western  and  Great  Western  Railway  Companies  are 
now  being  approached  with  a  view  of  granting  the 
concessions  direct  to  the  Birmingham  Association. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Miller,  who  was  elected  as  secretary  last 
November,  has  tendered  bis  resignation,  which  has 
been  accepted,  and  a  special  committee  and  general 
meeting  will  shortly  be  held  to  appoint  another  secre- 
tary to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  association.  Several 
important  matters  will  be  considered  at  the  next 
general  meeting,  with  a  view  of  extending  the  radius 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  and  taking  in  some  of 
the  clubs  in  the  Black  Country,  and,  if  possible,  as  far 
as  Wolverhampton.  By  doing  this  the  Birmingham 
and  District  Association  -would  be  one  of  the  largest 
associations  in  the  district,  and  would  be  worked  with 
very  little  more  expense,  and  the  income  would  be 
much  greater ;  the  extra  money  brought  into  the 
funds  would  do  much  to  rent  or  re-stock  waters  that 
could  be  obtained,  say,  for  instance,  on  the  Severn, 
from  Stourport  up  to  Hampton  Lode.  This  is  a 
matter  of  importance,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  clubs  as  the  water  could 
be  obtained  with  little  trouble  and,  no  doubt,  for  a 
small  sum.  We  have  had  a  change  in  the  weather, 
and  the  frost  is  gradually  leaving  us  ;  this  will  give 
some  of  our  clubs  an  opportunity  of  fishing  contests 
previous  to  the  close  season  coming  in.  The  Gun 
Society  fish  a  bye  contest  on  March  9.  The  West  End 
Club  fish  a  contest  at  Hambury  Wharf  on  March  2. 
The  Ladywood  are  due  at  Eugeley  on  Feb.  23.  Mr. 
J.  Harris,  of  Kemsey,  has  had  some  good  sport  with 
the  chub  lately  in  some  of  the  open  Severn  water  near 
to  his  place.    Fishing  prospects  are  looking  brighter. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  have  been  obliged  to 
take  an  enforced  rest  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather.  Before  the  waters  yielded  to  the  icy  grip, 
pike  fishing  was  carried  on  with  much  vigour.  On 
the  Dogdyke  lengths  of  the  Witham,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chapel  Hill,  some  good  fish  were 
creeled.  Roach  fishing,  however,  was  for  several  days 
previously  "dead  oS."  A  thaw  prevailed  all  day  on 
Tuesday,  ani  there  were  marked  evidences  of  the 
frost  breaking  up.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
prospects  for  windiog  up  the  coarse  fishing  season 
were  much  brighter. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  has  been  done  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  severe  weather 
experienced,  although  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  showed  two 
nice  roach  that  he  had  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Leven 
Lock  ;  there  is,  at  time  of  writing,  a  better  chance  of 
sport.  The  members  of  the  Hull  Wednesday  Angling 
Association  the  other  evening  distributed  their  annual 
prizes  for  the  past  season,  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  receiving 
the  gold  medal  for  most  points ;  Mr.  0.  Barrick  a  gold 
medal  for  the  heaviest  aggregate  in  the  club  matches, 
namely,  571b.  15|oz.,  also  a  prize  for  best  single  take, 
181b.  7Joz. ;  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  gold  medal  for  second; 
Mr.  T.  Wray,  prize  for  heaviest  dace ;  and  Mr.  R.  Stones, 
for  heaviest  bream,  31b.  5Joz.  At  the  February  council 
meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  several  of  the  affiliated  clubs  were  granted 
permission  to  fish  their  Easter  holiday  matches  on  the 
Holderness  Drains.  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Son's  Angling 
Society  were  also  granted  an  open  match  on  April  5, 
to  take  place  on  the  river  Hull  at  Dunswell,  and  the 
Hull  Town  Association  an  open  match  at  the  same 
place  on  April  19. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  executive 
of  the  Bolton  Anglers'  Association.  There  is  a  spirit 
of  uneasiness  in  this  town  as  to  their  prospects  anent 
some  fishing  privileges.  A  lot  of  healthy  enthusiasm 
is  in  evidence  at  Warrington  over  the  proposed 
Challenge  Shield.  The  River  Bolton  was  still  frozen  over 
on  Feb.  19,  and,  of  course,  fishing  out  of  the  question. 
Some  little  disappointment  has  arisen  from  the  severe 
frost  in  Lincolnshire  which  has  stopped  all  shipping  of 
stock  fish  from  that  district  and  time  is  getting  so 
very  short  too.    Once  more  Liverpool  is  strongly 


showing  how  hardy  anglers  stick  to  the  sport  in 
winter.  A  prevailing  opinion  is  that  when  the  frost 
is  gone  some  good  canal  fishing  will  follow. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Longsight  Angling  Association  have  just 
successfully  negotiated  their  ninth  anniversary  with 
the  usual  festivities,  Mr.  Geo.  Boden  presiding.  Every 
department  of  the  club  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Mr.  Smethurst  was  declared  the  winner  of  the 
Challenge  Shield  and  Championship  gold  medal  for 
the  second  time.  He  also  figures  in  the  general 
prize  list  with  Messrs.  Bentley,  Broomhall, 
Duncan,  Gregory,  Lord,  and  Kellett.  A  smoker 
completed  the  programme.  The  Old  House 
at  Home  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  change 
their  headquarters  to  the  Globe  Hotel, 
Regent-road.  Twelve  new  members  will  shortly  be 
added  to  the  roll  call.  The  Gorton  Angling  Society 
report  a  most  enjoyable  annual  at  which  a  full 
muster  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Wilson. 
Mr.  Thurston,  of  Pendleton,  whilst  pike  fishing  in  the 
Warrington  Association  waters  a  few  days  since, 
secured  a  very  fine  perch.  The  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association  announce  that  their  new  travel- 
ling cards  are  now  ready,  and  will  be  found  to  contain 
a  lot  of  new  privileges.  On  the  17th  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society  had  a  lantern  lecture  from  Mr.  W.  E. 
Hellawell.  All  present  testify  to  the  excellence  of 
the  lecture,  and  the  great  ability  of  the  lecturer,  and 
he  promises  another. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have,  in  a  great  measure,  been  frozen  out, 
although  at  the  period  of  writing  indications  pointed 
to  the  frost  breaking  up.  Fishermen  have  certainly 
had  enough  of  it.  A  few  enthusiastic  members  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society  have  patronised  the  Shardlow 
waters  in  quest  of  chub,  and  those  of  the  members 
using  pith  and  brains  have  taken  sundry  fine  fish. 
On  Tuesday  your  correspondent,  in  company  of  a 
friend,  tried  the  water  with  greaves,  but  although 
numerous  favourite  runs  and  swims  claimed  special 
attention  they  failed  to  yield  a  solitary  specimen. 
Mr.  J.  Taylor,  of  the  Shakespeare  Inn,  Shardlow, 
was  also  out,  using  the  cockspur  worm,  but  the 
fates  were  adverse  to  him,  and  the  non-feeding  of 
the  fish  was  evidently  due  to  the  exceptionally  low 
temperature  of  the  river.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Edgar  Birks  creeled,  I  understand,  a  few  general  fish 
on  the  Pride  of  Derby's  preserves  at  Sawley,  and 
visitors  to  the  reaches  below  the  city  returned  with 
substantial  bags  of  chub,  i  these  succumbing  to  the 
attractions  of  pith  and  brains.  On  Wednesday  the 
river  rose  two  or  three  inches,  and  there  was  a  slight 
tinge  of  colour  coming  down,  thus  testifying  to  the 
fact  that  snow-broth  was  percolating  into  it.  But 
we  are  not  likely  to  have  a  big  rise,  as  the 
thaw  has  been  a  very  gradual  one.  In  the  competition 
of  the  City  Pox  and  Owl  Society,  reported  in  my  last, 
I  find  that  the  chief  prize  winner,  Mr.  P.  James, 
creeled  71b.  8Joz.  of  chub ;  Mr.  W.  Stansfield  was 
second  with  31b.  12Joz.  of  geneiral  fish ;  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Stevenson  (president)  third,  with  SJoz. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

There  are  indications  that  the  frost  is  about  to  dis- 
appear, but  another  downfall  of  snow  is  not  unlikely, 
and  if  this  occurs  there  will  be  no  successful  fishing 
for  some  time,  as  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries  are 
slow  to  become  rid  of  the  undesirable  mixture,  yclept 
"  snow  broth."  There  are  no  indications  at  present 
that  an  open  March  will  render  trout  fishing 
possible  or  desirable,  and  the  fish  may,  with 
advantage,  be  allowed  a  further  respite  of  a  few 
weeks.  The  destruction  of  salmon  in  the  Cound  brook 
appears  to  be  more  serious  than  was  at  first  believed. 
A  number  of  good  fish  had  ascended  this  tributary  to 
spawn,  and  when  the  water  ran  down  after  the  freshet 
which  caused  the  fish  to  ascend,  some  half-a-dozen  or 
more  fish,  averaging  perhaps  101b.  apiece,  were  found 
lying  dead  near  the  mill,  not  a  great  distance  apart. 
One  female  fish  was  full  of  spawn.  The  destruction  of 
the  fish  is  attributed  to  otters,  which  are  numerous  in 
this  brook  and  doubtless  do  a  great  deal  of  damage 
among  the  trout. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers,  on  account  of  the  frost,  have  met  with 
very  moderate  sport.  The  streams  were  ice-bound  in 
many  places.  The  thaw  came  gradually  on  Feb.  15. 
The  preparations  for  the  trout  season  are  engaging 
attention,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  prospects  are 
encouraging  The  relation  of  trout  fishermen 
to  salmon  catching,  as  evinced  in  the  state- 
ments to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  meeting,  is  not 
being  overlooked.  Every  yearly  meeting  of  the  Board 
serves  to  renew  the  interest  which  is  taken  in  the 
question.  As  Captain  Key  well  observed  last  week, 
it  seems  very  hard  that  the  12,000  trout  fishermen, 
many  of  whom  are  working  men,  should  have  to  keep 
the  salmon  fishing  going.  But  for  the  coarse  fishing 
where,  indeed,  would  the  Board  have  been  ? 


^ofcs  from  tf)e  llorfl). 


There  was  a  thaw  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last, 
and  a  partial  breaking  up  of  the  ice  on  the  Dee  and 
other  streams,  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
rivers  are  in  angling  trim. 

Anglers  are  present  in  considerable  numbers  at 
Aboyue,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Banchory,  and  other 
spots  on  the  qui  vive  to  be  at  it  as  soon  as  frost 
permits. 


The  Dee,  Don,  and  coast  salmon  fishings  are  proving 
very  prolific.  On  Saturday  the  prices  fell  to  Is.  8d. 
wholesale.  On  Tuesday  the  opening  prices  at  Aber- 
deen were  2s.  9d.  per  pound  ;  at  London  they  were 
4s.  per  pound. 


On  the  Spey  a  few  fish  were  got  on  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Gordon's  water  by  the  netsmen,  but  not  a 
single  fish  has  been  got  with  the  rod  as  yet. 


On  the  lower  waters  of  the  Don  a  few  finnock  fishers 
are  getting  a  few  off  the  ice  chiefly  to  the  worm.  The 
Don  is  seldom  so  bound  up  on  its  lower  reaches  as 
other  streams,  which  are  more  open  and  less  polluted 
by  mill  refuse. 


An  Aberdeen  trawler  came  across  a  derelict  Russian 
schooner  in  the  North  Sea  the  other  day,  and  "  netted  " 
£355  for  the  prize  and  £500  for  its  cargo  of  salt.  Not 
a  bad  morning's  work  for  the  Stork. 


Lieutenant  J.  R.  Mackenzie,  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Allan  Mackenzie,  of  Glenmuick,  and  a  keen  young 
sportsman  of  the  first  water,  was  entertained  to  a 
public  banquet  on  Saturday  at  Ballater.  He  leaves 
shortly  with  Fincastle's  Horse  for  South  Africa. 


Three  farm  servants  were  up  before  Sheriff  Robertson 
at  Aberdeen  the  other  day  for  being  found  on  the 
Asleed,  a  tributary  of  the  Ythan,  with  a  gaff.  At  the 
time  they  had  a  tussle  with  the  watcher,  for  which 
they  were  fined,  so  the  Sheriff  let  them  down  with 
the  expenses  of  the  case,  some  14s.  6d. 


The  prizes  for  skating  left  by  the  late  Sir  W. 
Brooks,  of  Glentana,  were  competed  for  at  Ballater 
last  week.  There  has  not  been  sufficient  ice  since  1895. 


A  correspondent  twits  me  for  being  asleep  in  not 
noting  the  "Bill  for  the  Better  Protection  of  Fish  in 
Scotland,"  introduced  by  the  Lord  Advocate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  week.  But  much  as  we  all 
welcome  its  reappearance,  it  is  not  my  domain  to  halloa 
over  anything  that  crops  up  in  Westminster. 


However,  Oct.  15  is  too  late  a  date  for  the  cloa 
time  to  be  of  much  use  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
If  it  be  altered  to  Oct.  1  it  will  do  more  good  in 
preventing  a  lot  of  salmon  poaching  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
and  kindred  rivers  under  the  guise  of  trout  angling. 


Northern  anglers  have  been  again  and  again  charged 
with  apathy  in  regard  to  a  close  time  for  trout  being 
regulated  by  the  State.  The  fact  is,  trout  are  never 
molested  either  by  poachers  or  anglers  much  after 
September,  and  certainly  never  after  October,  when 
the  salmon  season  closes.  Without  any  law  binding 
them  to  do  so,  a  close  time  is  rigidly  observed  all  over 
the  North  of  Scotland. 


The  Countess  of  Suffolk  has  again  taken  the  Grand- 
holm  Don  water  for  herself  and  friends.  The  netting 
and  angling  go  together.  On  the  opening  morning 
her  fishermen  had  some  eighteen  fish  by  keeping  the 
water  clear  of  ice. 


The  Nether  Don  waters,  which  were  in  thei  hands 
of  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  and  his  friends  last  year,  have 
not  been  yet  arranged  for  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  But 
nothing  has  yet  been  lost  by  the  delay. 

Salmon  angling  on  the  ticket  water  on  the  Deveron 
at  Huntly  does  not  open  till  April  1.  This  by  local 
regulation.  It  is,  however,  a  good  month  to  try  one's 
luck,  and  the  cost  is  only  a  few  shillings  to  cover 
efficient  watching. 


Whitling,  or  finnock,*  fishing  on  the  Dee  is  not 
worth  trying  for  pec  se,  unless  to  those  on  the  spot, 
and  I  certainly  would  not  advise  strangers  from  a 
distance  to  come  North  for  that  alone.  Other  fields 
present  far  greater  attractions.      Special  Scotch. 

*  wii.it  comlitiun  ai  e  tliey  in  now  ■'—Ed. 


American  Books — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  varioua 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  ilaraton 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunetan  8  House  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A  DIALOGUE  ON  DYNAMITE. 

Scene,  Pool  at  Neidpath-on-Tweed.    Time  2  a.m. 
Enter  Two  Tbout. 

PiEST  Tbout : 

A  blithe  guidmorrow  tae  ye  freen ! 

But  Lor!  what's  wrang ?    I've  seldom  seen 

Ye  sport  sae  sick  an'  wae  a  mien 

At  mornin's  break  I 
Is't  ower  some  worm  an'  barbed  preen 
Your  vitals  ache'' 

Second  Tbout : 

Ah  !  brither,  lang  we've  stemmed  the  tide 
0'  Tweed's  fair  stream  ;  but  you'll  decide 
1£  further  here  we  ocht  tae  bide— 

List  tae  mv  tale  ! 
Ance  heard,  you'll  no'  my  grief'  deride, 

But  look  as  pale. 

Yestreen  by  Neidpath's  castled  rock 
1  lay — the  chimes  o'  Peebles  clock 
Tolled  oot  an  hour  when  decent  folk 

Are  in  their  beds; 
Young  Tammas  Scott  an'  Poachin  Jock 

Cam  tae  the  redds. 

Their  object,  as  I  sune  made  oot, 
Was  bigger  game  than  us  puir  troot : 
Tae  rake  the  stream,  hard  by  the  foot 

O'  Neidpath  Pool, 
Whaur  saumon,  as  they  kent  nae  doot, 

Lie  cheek  by  jowl ! 

The  twa  cute  rogues  atween  them  'greed 
That  Jock  alane  should  dae  the  deed, 
While  Tammas  kept  his  "peepers"  freed 

For  Peebles  watchers. 
Hated  by  a'  the  blackguaird  breed 

O'  saumon  snatchers  I 
1  moved  frae  neath  the  bank  and  saw 
Auld  Jock  the  "drag"  far  frae  him  thraw 
Oot  ower  the  redds,  but  nocht  ava 

Cam  frae  his  cast, 
Save  that  twa  fush  he'd  scared  awa 

Gaed  rushin'  past ! 

Jock,  skilled  in  a'  nefarious  wark. 
Renewed  his  cast,  an'  in  the  dark 
Hooked  something  that  he  thocht  his  mark. 

But  proved  a  snag  1 
He  struck  tae  find  his  powerfu'  jerk 

Had  snapt  his  "drag"! 
Sic  language  as  he  raised  tae  Heaven 
Is  no  tae  common  mortals  given  ; 
He  couldna,  even  had  he  striven, 

Retrieved  his  gear. 
'Tis  strange  hoo  men  find  sae  relievin' 

A  herty  sweer  I 
Young  Tarn,  wha  still  was  "  watchin'  shot," 
Wi'  this  cam  runnin'  tae  the  spot. 
He  little  thocht  but  Jock  was  caught 

Ance  mair  red-handed ; 
A  fecht  he  smelt  nor  cared  a  jot 

Though  baith  were  landed. 

So  he  could  mak  the  bailies  feel 
His  horny  nieve :  I've  seen  him  deal 
The  fellest  lick  of  ony  chiel 

0'  a'  the  gang ! 
Gin  he's  no  drooned,  the  reckless  dial 

Will  surely  hang ! 
Vanished  this  time  his  martial  dream  I 
He  fand  nae  fecht  but  in  the  stream 
The  "drag"  safe  lodged,  and  no  a  gleam 

0'  consolation  I 
'Twas  a'  they'd  left,  thanks  it  wad  seem 

Tae  confiscation  I 
Auld  Jock  explained  hoo  ill  he'd  sped, 
Anew  he  cursed  the  river's  bed ; 
"Man  Jock,"  says  Tarn,  "I've  lately  read 

A  curious  case ! 
For  a'  the  ill  gaits  we've  been  led 

Tak  hert  o'  grace ! 

"Some  'sportin'  miners  in  the  west 
Like  us  by  watchers  sair  oppressed 
Hae  had  the  nerve  tae  mak  a  test 

O'  gelatine  I 
For  killin'  troot  the  '  bait's '  the  best 

Ye've  ever  seen. 

"  A  day  or  twa  they  plied  their  trade 
And  great  the  catches  that  they  made, 
Till  by  the  heels  the  lads  were  laid 

An'  straichtway  jailed. 
'Nae  fine  this  time,'  the  bailies  said, 

'  My  boys  ye're  nailed  I  ' 

"  An'  so  indeed  thocht  ane  an  a'  ; 
But  when  he  cam  to  look  the  law 
The  Shirra  couldna  say  he  saw 

The  Act  applied 
Tae  substances  no  stown  awa' 

Below  the  tide  I 


The  shock  'twas  proved  th6  tl'oot  had  killed, 
In  law  the  minets  werena  skilled  ; 
But  some  kind  Providence  had  willed 

Them  ae  guid  turn  ; 
For  in  a  stane  the  stuff  they'd  drilled 

•  Abune  the  burn  ! ' 
"The  Fiscal  thocht  his  chief's  decision 
The  ootcome  o'  a  faulty  vision, 
But  straicht  was  telt  wi'  great  precision 

la  highest  court ; 
The  Act  included  nae  provision 

Could  mar  the  '  sport '  I 
"So  Jock,  my  lad,  when  springtime's  here, 
Aside  we'll  fling  oor  nets  an'  gear, 
Nae  dodgin'  bailies  need  we  fear 

As  troot  we  smite  I 
An'  mak  sic  bags  your  hert  will  cheer 

Wi'  dynamite  1  " 
What  mair  was  said  was  past  my  hearin', 
Though  lang  I  heard  them  laughin'— jeerin' 
Oor  freens  the  bailies,  wha  I'm  fearin 

Scant  power  will  hae 
Tae  save  us  frae  the  greed  unsparin', 

0'  sic  as  they  I 

First  Teout  : 

Ay,  waefu  is  your  tale  indeed  I 

But  I  hae  thocht  o'  ae  remede; 

They  say  that  further  doon,  the  Tweed 

The  Border  forms  I 
We'll  journey  there  till  ower  oor  held 

Hae  blown  these  storms  I 
'Twill  no  be  lang,  for  in  this  land 
There  are  o'  fishers  keen  a  baud, 
I  dinna  lo'e  them  understand  I 

Yet  are  they  better 
Than  poachin'  rogues ;  they'll  tak  in  hand 

Tae  richt  the  maitter  1 
We'll  keep  the  English  side  till  then. 
And  wary  watch  the  wiles  o'  men, 
Wha  tae  inventions  strange  hae  taen, 

Tae  aid  their  wits  I 
I  canna  say  I'm  keen  on  gaein' 

Tae  heaven  in  bits ! 
The  blastin'  deils  may  get  a  fright, 
'Tis  kittle  stuff  this  dynamite  I 
An'  gin  it  isna  handled  right 

It's  apt  tae  "  shook  " 
The  feelins  o'  a  simple  wight 

Like  Poachin  Jock  1 

Second  Trout: 

Brither  your  schemin'  brain  beats  a'  I 
Thank  heaven  that  common-sense  no'  law 
Governs  puir  troots,  though  men  wad  ca' 

Us  lower  orders  I 
The  intellect  ower  which  they  craw 

On  nonsense  borders ! 
Let's  haste  awa  oor  freens  tae  gether. 
Syne  mak  that  port  whaur  we  can  weather 
The  coming  storm  ;  an'  frae  there  neither 

O'  us  twa  budges ! 
Till  law  roun'  poachers  maks  a  tether 

For  Scottish  judges. 

(Exeunt ) 
Carl  Lesh. 

Note.— The  Sheriff  held  that  the  Act  did  not  apply 
as  the  dynamite  was  not  placed  "in  "  the  stream  but 
on  a  stone  ;  the  High  Court  decided  that  in  any  case 
the  Act  did  not  strike  *  at  substances  of  the  nature  of 
dynamite. 

ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
recently,  Colonel  H.  S.  Bartleet  presiding.  Mr.  Edgar 
R.  S,  Bartleet  was  also  present.  The  secretary  presented 
the  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past  year,  which 
showed  that  the  income  from  all  sources  was  £233 
13s.  6d.  The  sick  pay  for  the  same  period  amounted 
to  £77  23.  6d.  The  amount  divided  amongst  the 
members  at  Christmas  was  about  B70,  and  the  balance 
in  hand  £87.  The  Benevolent  Fund  showed  that 
£15  15s.  had  been  contributed  to  the  Hospital  Satur- 
day Fund,  £4  4s.  to  the  Nursing  Association,  £2  28. 
to  the  Smallwood  Hospital  for  tickets,  and  various 
sums  to  other  institutions  and  needy  cases  amongst 
the  workpeople  amounted  to  about  £15,  leaving  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £14.  The  chairman  said  he 
was  pleased  to  congratulate  the  members  upon 
the  satisfactory  state  of  the  funds,  and  was  very 
pleased  to  find  that  the  amount  of  the  sick  pay 
was  less  than  last  year,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  the  employees  had 
considerably  increased.  He  thought  it  was  evident 
from  the  figures  that  the  health  of  the  workpeople 
had  been  generally  good,  and  he  trusted  this  would 
be  continued.  Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Bartleet  said  he  heartily 
endorsed  all  his  brother  had  said,  and  he  was  par- 


ticularly pleased  to  see  that  the  amount  contributed 
to  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  had  been  increased  to 
£15  153.,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  even  more 
another  year.  The  various  officers  were  reappointed. 
A  recommendation  from  the  committee  to  make  a 
grant  of  twenty  guineas  to  the  building  fund  of  the 
Technical  School  was  lost  on  a  vote  being  taken  by 
the  chairman,  but  the  committee,  being  of  opinion 
that  their  proposal  was  supported  by  the  majority  of 
the  workpeople,  decided  to  take  a  vote  by  ballot,  the 
result  being  that  the  grant  was  sanctioned  by  a  large 
inajority.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  pre 
siding  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting. 


CUMBERLAND  DERWENT  FISHERY 
BOARD. 
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The  Fishery  Board  of  the  above  district  recently 
met  at  Cockermouth.  Important  matters  relating  to 
angling  in  the  Cockermouth  Derwent  were  discussed. 
The  Board  resolved  that  in  future  no  steel  wire 
traces  would  be  allowed,  no  double  fly  hooks  to  be 
used  for  grey  trout,  sea  trout,  or  salmon  after  June  1, 
and  that  no  grey  trout,  under  7in.  in  length  be  killed. 
Many  complaints  regarding  snatching  of  salmon  and 
illegal  tackle  have  been  made,  so  the  Board  resolved 
that  holders  of  permits  be  required  to  submit  their 
tackle  and  baskets  of  fish  to  the  water  bailiffs  when 
required.  Anglers  found  cutting  their  line  on  the 
appearance  of  the  watchers  to  forfeit  their  licence.  The 
bailiffs  will  report  such  cases  to  the  clerk  of  the  Board. 
Several  anglers'  names  were  put  upon  the  "  black  list." 
Serious  complaints  about  illegal  fishing  were  reported 
from  the  Workington  portion  of  the  river.  Some 
notorious  salmon  poachers  have  been  fined  at  the 
Workington  courts.  The  Board  is  determined  to  put 
down  illegal  practices,  and  they  are  rightly  meeting 
with  spirited  support.  H. 


HONOURS  FOR  IRISH  INDUSTRIES. 


There  is  now  on  view  in  one  of  Messrs.  Cannock  and 
Co.'s  windows  a  large  framed  diploma  of  honour  from 
the  "Exposition  Universelle  de  1900"  at  Paris, 
awarded  to  John  Enright  &  Son,  Gastleconnell,  for 
the  excellency  of  their  exhibit.  The  diploma  itself  is 
a  work  of  art,  the  symbolical  figures  representiog 
Science,  Industry,  etc.,  showing  the  delicacy  of 
touch  and  grace  in  posing  for  which  the  French 
school  is  remarkable.  It  is  pleasant  to  find  foreign 
judges  awarding  high  honours  to  this  Shannonside 
industry,  and  Messrs.  Enright  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  result. — Dublin  Evening  Telegraph. 


*  It's  a  pity  it  didn't,  for  sic  an  Act  ought  to  be  blown  to 
pieces. — Ed. 


LIMERICK  CONSERVATORS. 


THE  SHANNON  SALMON  FISHERIES. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Fishery 
Board  of  Conservators  Mr.  E.  P.  Hasford  submitted  a 
statement  of  the  expenditure  for  the  past  year.  Atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  Mr. 
C.  Vansittart,  J.P.,  said  he  noticed  that  the  amount  of 
fines  received  by  the  Board  was  but  £90  163.  That 
was  very  refreshing.  Mr.  Hasford  said  the  fines 
imposed  during  the  year  for  illegal  fishing,  etc., 
amounted  to  £445  10s.,  but  those  fines  were,  on 
memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  reduced.  The  costs 
of  the  prosecutions,  including  solicitors'  costs,  wit- 
nesses' expenses,  and  travelling  expenses,  amounted  to 
£339,  but  out  of  all  the  litigation  the  total  sum ' 
received  by  the  Board  was  but  £90  odd,  as  Mr.  Van- 
sittart stated.  Mr.  M'Inerney  said  it  was  plain  that 
whatever  the  result  of  the  prosecutions  the  Board 
were  losing  money  over  the  law  proceedings. — J.  A.  B. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  JANUARY. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  25  tons 
11  cwts.  3  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market, 
representing  1  ton  in  about  612  tons ;  and  1  qr.  at 
Farringdon  Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered 
during  January  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was 
15,655  tons,  of  which  12,747  tons  arrived  by  land  and 
2,908  tons  were  delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shadwell 
the  total  delivery  was  177  tons  by  land.  Among  the 
fish  condemned  at  BiUingsgate  were  : — Cod  (14  cwts.) 
and  cod  roes  ;  dogfish ;  eels  ;  haddocks ;  ■  Norwegian 
herrings  (10  tons  16  cwts.) ;  lobsters ;  oysters ;  peri- 
winkles /12  cwts.) ;  mussels  (2  tons  17  cwts.) ;  salmon 
(13  cwts.) ;  shrimps  (6  tons  3  cwts.) ;  skate  (13  cwts.) ; 
soles ;  sprats  (19  cwts.) ;  whelks  (17  cwts.) ;  and  whiting. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G.        J.  Wrench  Towse. 
Feb.  19,  1902. 


February  22,  1902 
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Xettevs  to  tbe  }£bitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  BILL  FOE  THE  BETTER  PROTECTION 
OF  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 

Deab  Sir, — There  is  generally  an  optimistic  feelLag, 
not  only  among  anglers,  but  expressed  in  the  columns 
of  the  newspapers,  as  to  the  prospects  of  success  of 
the  above-named  Bill.  We  have  been  so  often  dis- 
appointed that  it  behoves  the  angling  fraternity 
throughout  Scotland  to  be  up  and  doing. 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  M.P.,  in  addressing  the 
Glasgow  branch  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  this  winter,  on  the  necessity  for  a  Close 
Time  Act  for  Trout,  said  :  "  If  anglers  brought  pressure 
to  bear  on  their  representatives  to  show  that  they 
were  in  earnest,  the  Government  would  take  ways  and 
means  to  get  the  Bill  through  Parliament.  '  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  writing  on  the  same 
subject  some  time  ago,  wrote  in  similar  terms. 

We  would  counsel  anglers  everywhere  throughout 
the  country  to  strenuously  move  their  M.P.'s  to  take 
action.  Similar  pressure  might  also  be  brought  to 
bear  on  their  representatives  on  the  county  councils, 
to  petition  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Immediate 
and  energetic  action  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  all 
who  can  in  any  way  further  the  progress  of  this 
important  measure. 

The  addition  to  the  Bill  of  the  clause  against  the 
use  of  explosives  in  poaching  on  rivers,  is  due  to  the 
action  taken  by  this  association  immediately  after  the 
decision  in  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  Nethan  Case. 
This  should  be  an  encouragement  to  vigorously 
prosecute  measures  for  supporting  and  carrjing  the 
Bill  to  a  successful  issue. 

Copies  of  a  petition  in  favour  of  the  Bill  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers,  and  these,  with  forms  for 
signatures,  will  be  sent  out  to  angling  clubs  on 
application  to  the  tmdersigned. 

We  have  hitherto  been  liberally  supported  by  many 
angling  friends  over  the  Border,  and  we  will  be  grateful 
for  any  services  they  can  render  us  on  this  occasion. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  Gilfilla??, 

Yenlaw,  Dumbreck,  Hon.  Treasurer. 

Glasgow,  N.B.,  Feb.  15. 


WILD  RAINBOWS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sik, — Your  remarks  at  foot  of  Herr  JafEe's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  13  remind  me 
that  I  am  one  of  the  fish-culturists  you  urged  many 
years  ago  to  breed  fario  from  absolutely  wild  stock, 
and  the  results  so  obtained  by  this  fishery  most  fully 
bear  out  all  you  wrote  me  on  this  subject. 

I  am  also  breeding  rainbows  from  wild  stock  which 
have  the  run  of  two  lakes  near  here,  where  the  fish 
get  no  artificial  food,  but  plenty  of  natural  food.  The 
eggs  obtained  from  these  wild  rainbows  are  deep  red 
in  colour,  and  I  hatch  a  big  percentage  of  them — 
namely,  ninety-seven  to  ninety-eight  per  cent. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  difierence  in  date 
bstween  spawning  time  of  tame  hand-fed  rainbows 
and  rainbows  brought  up  on  natural  food.  The  few 
tame  hand-fed  rainbow  stock  fish,  kept  here  for 
experimental  purposes,  spawn  freely  before  the  fario 
spawning  season  is  at  an  end  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
wild  rainbows  in  the  lakes  are  only  now  commencing 
to  give  their  eggs. 

Both  the  tame  and  the  wild  stDck  fish  here  com- 
pared were  raised  from  a  lot  of  ova  sent  me  years  ago 
by  Herr  Jafie.so  acclimatisation  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  as  much  influence  on  the  time  when  the  fish  spawn 
as  the  difierence  between  artificial  and  natural  feeding. 

Every  year  I  attempt  to  get  the  cross  between 
irideus  and  fario,  and  since  the  wild  rainbow  is  so 
much  later  in  season  than  rccio,  I  have  to  use  milt  from 
tame  hand-fed  rainbow.  Last  season  the  eggs  so 
treated  hatched  freely,  and  the  fry,  in  a  pond  made 
especially  for  them,  throve  well ;  they  are  now  healthy 
yearlings,  but,  alas,  as  far  as  appearances  go,  they  are 
nothing  but  ordinary  brown  trout. 

I  did  not  stir  the  eggs  they  were  hatched  from  with 
a  feather  pre^'iously  used  in  a  spawning  basin,  and  the 
basin  was  a  new  clean  one.  After  rainbow  milt  had 
been  mixed  with  the  fario  eggs,  the  basin  containing 
them  was  stood  in  the  hatchery,  and  after  the  eggs 
separated  the  efiete  milt  was  washed  ofi  with  water 
■which  had  been  passed  through  filter-bed,  pump,  pipes, 
and  so  on.  I  mention  this  because  if  the  ova  was 
indeed  fertilised  by  fario  milt  the  spermatozoa 
must  have  come  a  long  and  roundabout  way 
to  the  eggs,  and  there  must  also  have  been  enough  of 
it  present  (at  large  in  the  river  water)  to  fertilise  a 
good  percentage  of  the  ova.  Perhaps  the  yearlings 
wUl  develop  rainbow  markings  later  on,  but  I  fear  the 
experiment  merely  proves  the  marvellous  numbers  of 
living  spermatozoa  present  in  a  river  where  male  fish 
are  busy  at  spawning  time.* — Yours  very  truly, 

E.  YALE^•TI^^E  Coerie. 

Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 

*  And  a  very  interesting  thins,  t:>n. — En. 


SAD  STORY  OF  A  BIG  CATCH  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  big  catch  of  pike  mentioned  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph  of  Jan.  22,  and  which  your  corre- 
spondent asks  for  further  particulars  of,  is  also  exer- 
cising the  minds  of  many  anglers  in  this  city.  It  is 
known  they  were  caught  at  Thoresby  (Earl  Manvers' 
place)  by  two  gentlemen  named  Neap  and  Hibbert. 
and  that  the  whole  nineteen  fish  came  to  Nottingham  ; 
but  the  details  of  their  capture  are  enshrouded  in 
mystery.  Perhaps  the  invitation  now  extended  may 
be  the  means  of  eliciting  further  information. — Yours 

truly,  PiKEBAIT. 

[It  surely  is  not  true  that  the  fish  or  part  of  them 
were  sold  by  hawkers  in  Nottingham  at  6d.  a  pound  1 
—Ed.] 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  LYON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  last  two  issues  of  the  Finhing 
Gazette  I  read  with  the  liveliest  pleasure  and  interest 
the  able  contributions  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  whom  for 
some  years  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  in 
Glen  Lyon,  and  whom  I  regard  as  one  of  our  best  living 
examples  in  the  angling  world  ;  and,  moreover,  a  high 
authority  in  piscatorial  art. 

From  the  elaborately  detailed  and  illustrated  descrip- 
tion of  his  method  of  minnow  fishing,  the  reader  of  his 
articles  will  at  once  acquit  Mr.  Geen  of  anything 
approaching  selfishness.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  in 
his  effusion  a  pronounced  ring  of  spontaneous  generositv 
and  pleasurable  willingness  to  impart  to  the  angling 
fraternity  a  full  knowledge  of  a  system  at  once  unique 
and  ingenious,  and  which  has  proved  so  eminently 
successful. 

To  see  Mr.  Geen  starting  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel 
for  a  day's  sport  on  the  Lvon  is  a  sight  commemorable, 
his  equipment  complete  in  every  detail,  nothing  super- 
fluous in  either  dress  or  tackle  ;  and  with  a  sprightly 
and  exhilarating  air  of  joyousness,  never  failing  to 
salute  his  fellow  visitors  with  a  "  good  luck,"  he  sets 
out  with  a  fixed  determination  to  show  "  well  up  "  at 
the  close  of  the  day. 

Of  all  th€  Scottish  glens  which  I  have  %isited  Glen 
Lyon  has  for  me  special  charms  ;  its  unsurpassable 
scenic  grandeur,  its  enthralling  history,  and  more 
especially  its  lovely  and  fascinating  river,  ever  varying 
in  its  course — through  rocky  clefts  and  chasms,  splash- 
ing, roaring  and  foaming,  then  strong  running  streams, 
all  interspersed  with  ideal  pools  where  the  angler 
loves  to  linger  and  in  which  he  plies  with  more  or  less 
art  and  skill  for  the  object  of  his  ambitious  desire. 
'Tis  true  that  success  in  this  pursuit  but  seldom 
attends  even  the  most  patient  and  enthusiastic,  blanks 
being,  of  course,  the  ruling  order,  but  there  comes  a 
day  when  the  fish  are  "  on  themove,"  and  the  diligent 
pliant  is  amply  compensated. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit  to  Fortingall,  so 
recently  as  last  month,  I  was  lucky  enough  on  the 
first  day  to  land  a  splendid  fish  of  181b.,  which  was 
borne  to  the  hotel  with  wonted  triumph  by  my  faithful 
and  sturdy  henchman,  Peter  Dewar  (than  whom  in 
the  glen  there  is  none  fitter),  and  a  few  minutes  later 
our  good  friend  Geen  arrived  with  his  gillie  laden  with 
three  silvery  beauties,  weighing  in  all  o-ilb.  This  w'as 
a  moment  for  exultation,  but,  in  consideration  of  our 
less  fortunate  brethren,  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  modesty  prevailed,  and  in  the  evening  we  were 
brought  into  that  close  and  pleasing  companionship  so 
characteristic  of  true  sportsmen ;  and  need  it  be  said 
that  on  such  occasions  there  are  at  all  times  indul- 
gences, and  vivid  imaginings  of  still  bigger  captures  on 
the  morrow-. 

On  my  return  journey  I  had  a  couple  "of  davs  at 
Birnam  Hotel,  so  admirably  conducted  by  the  pro- 
prietress, Mrs.  Cesari,  and  through  whom  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  is  obtainable  on  a  fine  long  stretch  of  the 
Tay.  Bimam,  to  my  mind,  is  an  ideal  spot  for  a  short 
holiday. — Yours  truly,  .Tames  Arsott. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


THE  THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 

Dear  Sir, — At  our  last  meeting,  which  was  largely 
attended,  the  final  constitution  of  the  League  was 
decided  upon.  Mr.  G.  L.  Freedman  was  in  the  chair, 
and  several  new  members'  names  were  added  to  the 
register.  It  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  grand  concert, 
at  which  several  prominent  West-end  artistes  will 
appear,  at  the  Ladbroke  Hall,  Notting-hill,  on 
Thursday,  March  13,  1902,  in  aid 'of  the  "Andrews' 
Defence  Fund." — Yours  respectfully. 

The  Blenheim  Arms,  Chas.  Chaplais, 

Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.         Hon.  Sec. 


RAW  FISH  AS  FOOD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  editorial  note  to  Mr.  E.  J. 
White's  letter  you  state  that  "  science  (sk)  gives 
uncooked  fish  a  bad  name  as  a  medium  for  conveying 
tape-worm  and  other  parasites  into  the  human  body.  " 

Surely,  Mr.  Editor,  it  is  unfair  to  lay  the  blame  for 
this  popular  belief  on  "  science  "  ? 

Is  it  not  a  fact,  ascertained  beyond  dispute,  that  the 
parasites  of  cold  blooded  organisms,  even  if  conveyed 
into  the  human  body,  could  only  be  conveyed  there  to 


perish  miserably  in  a  temperature  of  98"  Fahrenheit — 
a  veritable  inferno  to  such  creatures  ? 

It  is  certainly  true  that  in  equatorial  countries 
some  danger  exists  of  swallowing  with  raw  fish  the 
embryo  of  some  human  internal  parasite  (such  as 
Guinea  Worm).  But  I  do  not  think  that  such  crea- 
tures are  in  any  way  parasitic  to  the  fish,  but  merely 
chance  to' be  attached  to  the  fish  at  the  time  of  eating. 
And  the  risk  of  consuming  such  (human)  parasites  in 
drinking  water,  bathing,  or  other  ways  is  much  greater. 
However,  each  year  brings  new  discoveries,  and  if  any 
case  has  recently  been  placed  on  record  of  any  human 
being  suffering  from  an  internal  parasite  due  to  eating 
the  raw  fish  of  our  temperate  zone,  I  think  it  should 
be  published  as  a  warning  to  the  many  consumers  of 
smoked  salmon. — Yours  truly,  A.  Worsley. 

P  S. — I  quite  admit  the  danger  of  eating  raw  meat. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  GOOD  FPJDAY. 
Dear  .Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  if  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  could  recommend  a  nice  place  for  a 
day's  trouting  on    Good  Friday,  March  28,  within 
reach  of  Nottingham. — Yours  truly, 

Ax  Old  ScBSCRiBEU. 

FISHING  NEAR  BORDEAUX,  AND  BIG 
BREAM  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Two  or  three  years  ago  you  published  a 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  a  gentleman  giving 
some  hints  of  fishing  places,  taking  Bordeaux  as  a 
starting  point.  Have  you  any  idea  what  back  number  the 
article  appeared  in,  and  could  you  kindly  tell  me  where 
I  could  get  it  ?  I  think  there  were  also  some  articles 
on  "Where  to  go  for  big  bream  fishing  in  Ireland," 
copies  of  which  I  should  like  if  obtainable, — Yours 
truly,  W.  A.  Cahill. 

'Wasn't  it  "  Big  Bream  in  Yorkshire,"  and  "  Fishing 
near  Dieppe  "  '? — Ed.[ 


FISHING  ON  LOCH  NESS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  a  paragraph  iu  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  15  re  charges  for  salmon 
angling,  I  would  like  to  mention  that  anglers  fishing 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Loch  Ness,  have  the  right  to 
all  salmon  killed  by  them  without  any  extra  charge, 
the  fishing  being  free  to  visitors  in  the  hotel — the 
only  charge  being  boatman's  wages,  I  may  also 
mention  that  seventy-six  salmon  and  grilse  were  killed 
by  parties  fishing  from  Foyers  last  season. — Yours 
truly,  S.  TiLSTOx. 

Foyers  Hotel, 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


THE  "BASIL  FIELD"  BAIT  CAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  article  by  the  Rev.  G. 
C,  Bateman  on  "  Fresh-water  Aquaria,"  in  your  issue 
of  Feb.  15,  wherein  he  refers  to  the  bait  can  invented 
by  Mr.  Basil  Field  and  manufactured  by  myself,  I 
shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  kindly  notify  your 
readers  that  I  have  left  the  address  there  given  some 
time  ago,  and  that  my  present  one  is  as  below. — Yours 
truly,  Hesey  Bawcomee. 

SS,  Silvermere-road,  Catford,  London,  S.E. 

"Mr.  Basil  Field's  bait  can  is  the  best  we  have  ever 
used. — Ed  " 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  LYNMOUTH  AND  AT 
ASHBURTON-ON-DART, 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  your 
readers  who  can  give  me  any  information  respecting  the 
trout  fishing  in  above  districts.  What  I  particularly 
wish  to  know  is  : — 1.  Average  size  of  trout  and  average 
catch;  2.  Best  month  to  fish  with  fly;  3.  Accommoda- 
tion obtainable,  and  how  far  from  river ;  Charges 
for  fishing  itself  ;  5.  Is  wading  necessary  ? 

I  should  also  be  very  pleased  to  hear  particulars  of 
some  really  first-class  river  fishing  in  England  or 
Wales.  What  I  require  is  a  very  little  visited  place 
with  fly  fishing  good  enough  to  spend  several  weeks. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  E.  M. 

[There  are  fine  trout  in  the  deep  pools  on  the  Lynn, 
but  the  average  size  is  verv-  small,  a  quarter-pounder 
being  unusual.  The  same  applies  to  the  Dart.  March 
and  April  are  probably  best  months  for  fly,  unless  it 
is  a  wet  season.  Hotel  or  lodging  accommodation 
can  be  had  at  Lynton  and  Lynmouth.  Lynton  is  a 
stifi  climb  above  the  river.  Anglers  also  stay  at  the 
inn  at  Brendon.  If  the  North  and  South  Devon 
streams  were  properly  cared  for  the  fishing  would  be 
first-rate. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  ITALY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  was  about  to  write  a  letter  to  your 
correspondence  page  on  the  subject  of  fishing  on  or 
near  Lugano  when  I  saw  my  own  question  asked  by 
another  enquirer  in  your  last  issue.  The  three  gentle- 
men who  so  kindly  give  their  experience  confine  their 
remarks  to  Como  ;  if  there  is  any  further  information 
obtainable  about  fishing  in  Lugano  I  am  sure  Mr.  H. 
B.  Weston  and  I  would  be  grateful.  I  look  upon  the 
"  big  trout "  stories  as  a  most  discouraging  sign. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  J.  Boake. 
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BOOK  ON  ROD  MAKING, 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could 
tell  me  of  a  useful  and  inexpensive  book  on  rod  making. 
Also,  what  would  be  the  best  wood  for  a  beginner  to 
start  on  ? — Yours  truly,  H.  L.  C. 

Reading. 

[The  only  book  we  know  is  the  excellent  "  Ply  Rods 
and  Fly  Tackle  "  by  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells.  It  is  now 
published  only  by  Messrs.  Harpers,  of  New  York ;  a 
second  edition  with  some  new  matter  appeared  last 
year.  We  should  advise  "  H.  L.  C."  to  begin  with 
bamboo  and  make  a  whole  cane  rod. — Ed.] 

SOMEBODY  WANTS  WHAT  WE  SHOULD 
MANY  OP  US  LIKE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  retired  from  the  Indian 
Civil  Service,  and  would  like  to  know  of  some  place 
(anywhere  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland)  where  I 
could  get  fairly  good  fishing  for  trout,  lake  trout,  pike, 
and  possibly  a  salmon  or  two.  (I  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  mahseer  fishing  in  India,  and  prefer  fish  that  give 
some  play  when  hooked.)  My  family  consists  of  self 
and  wife,  and  we  want  to  go  somewhere  where  the 
scenery  is  pretty,  and  where  the  fishing  is  close  at 
hand.  I  am  too  old  to  care  about  long  walks  or  rides 
to  get  to  the  "ground,"  and  my  pension  of  £1000  a 
year  does  not  admit  of  large  expenses  for  hire  of  boats 
and  men,  fees,  etc. 

I  thought,  perhaps,  somewhere  in  Ireland  would  be 
best  to  go.  There  is  also  Lake  Vyrnwy.  But  your 
great  experience  will  doubtless  enable  you  to  suggest 
some  suitable  place.  It  is  a  sine  qua  non  that  there 
should  be  fairly  good  accommodation,  as  we  don't 
want  to  rough  it  too  much. — Yours  truly, 

Royal  Hotel,  Weymouth.  P.  W.  Pox. 


"TROUTING  IN  NORTH  DEVON." 
[From  the  Badminton  Magazine  ) 

Dear  Sir, — Reading  an  article  by  Mr.  P.  Geen,  in 
your  paper,  I  was  struck  with  the  remark  he  made, 
that  many  letters  and  books  are  written  by  writers 
who  never  were  in  the  places  they  describe  or  enjoyed 
the  sport  they  are  writing  so  familiarly  about.  I 
purchased  the  February  magazine  which  contained 
the  article  referred  to  above,  and  as  I  read  I  thought 
"where  did  you  get  your  matter  from?"  Having 
lived  over  fifty  years  in  North  Devon,  I  had  to  read 
this  article  to  get  news  about  fishing  certainly  not 
known  to  me,  and  having  fished  most  rivers  and 
streams  here,  I  cannot  understand  it. 

Heddons  Mouth  stream,  or  Heddon  river,  is  a  small, 
very  rapid  stream  full  of  holes  and  full  of  fish,  but 
small  certainly.  As  regards  the  scoffing  at  large  fish 
being  killed,  I  have  myself  had  pounders  there,  and  I 
know  fishermen  who  have  also,  but  the  writer  con- 
founds his  information  with  the  Lyn.  I  can  give 
weights  and  particulars  of  trout  over  51b.,  and  can 
indicate  if  necessary  where  they  are  now  in  glass 
cases  stufied.  Judging  from  the  article  it  looks  as  if 
"subtle  attractions"  were  chiefly  in  the  inns  he 
alludes  to.  Cheery  Andrew  Richards,  of  Woodbine, 
may  be  one  of  the  best  of  many  whippers,  but  there 
are  many  still  alive  to  whom  he  only  played  second 
fiddle.  The  information  (page  145)  with  respect  to 
the  licence  of  £1  4s. i  and  on  page  151  of  fl  Is.  is 
incorrect ;  all  the  North  Devon  rivers  are  under  the 
Taw  and  Torridge  Board,  and  the  cost  is  £1  4s.  The 
regulations  of  the  river  Taw  do  not  in  any  way 
originate  with  the  Barnstaple  Town  Clerk,  he  knows 
litUe  or  nothing  about  the  matter.  As  regards  the 
bailiffs  doing  their  duty,  some  one  has  told  him  this, 
which  in  North  Devon  would  not  be  believed,  as  they 
simply  can't  do  it.  How  can  two  men  look  after  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  rivers,  and  twenty  of  them  tidal  ? 

It  would  appear  as  if  all  the  rivers  were  included 
and  fished  by  the  writer,  "  as  one  who  knows."  Well, 
it  Would  have  been  better  to  have  said  nothing  until 
he  knew. 

Cutcliffe,  who  wrote  on  "  Rapid  Stream  Pishing," 
gives  particulars  of  many  rivers,  including  nearly  all 
the  best.  The  Bray,  which  rises  not  many  miles 
from  where  the  Heddon  brook  rises,  as  beautiful  a 
stream  as  there  is  in  Devon ;  then  the  Mole,  coming 
from  Exmoor  to  South  Molton,  and,  after  being  fed  by 
the  Bray,  runs  into  the  Taw.  It  is  from  these  rivers 
the  Taw  is  fed  with  water,  and  where  most  of  the 
salmon  and  peal  are  caught.  This  junction  of  the 
rivers  is  an  ideal  place,  and  there  are  more  trout  worth 
taking  in  these  rivers  than  in  all  the  Lyn  district 
thrice  over.  Another  tributary  of  the  Taw  which  the 
writer  could  not  have  passed  without  noticing  if  he 
travelled  by  rail  from  Ilfracombe  is  the  Yeo,  a  magnifi- 
cent and  never-failing  river  for  sport.  This  river  runs 
under  the  covers  where  stag  hunting  has  been  so  suc- 
cessful lately.  I  could  mention  many  other  rivers, 
and  had  the  writer  asked  of  those  who  knew,  his 
article  on  "  Trouting  in  North  Devon"  would  have 
been  more  prized  by  fishermen. 

As  regards  salmon  fishing  being  spoiled  by  the  weir 
at  Lynmouth,  it  is  ridiculous  ;  fish  may  be  left  in  the 


pit  when  the  tides  cover  them,  but  they  can  run  up  the 
Lyn  as  other  waters  ;  but  as  for  water  bailiffs  on  this 
river,  why  it  is  too  laughable.  One  of  the  men  from 
Barnstaple  may  once  or  twice  a  year  take  an  outing  to 
Lynton  and  look  round  to  finish  up. 

Mr.  N.  Snow's  keeper  at  Oare  certainly  does  his 
master's  work  as  a  gamekeeper,  etc.,  but  of  course  not 
out  of  his  beat. 

The  greatest  trouble  are  the  visitors,  who  think  they 
can  go  anywhere  and  do  anything — leave  gates  open, 
break  down  fences,  and  catch  young  salmon  into  the 
bargain.  These  are  the  people  who  have  to  be  watched, 
and  if  the  bailiff  has  to  do  any  work  it  is  to  see  how 
they  conduct  themselves.  Of  course  some  visitors  are 
gentlemen,  and  leave  a  good  reputation  behind  them. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  and  fairest  fisherman  is 
W.  Ball,  shoemaker,  Lynton,  and  lucky  is  the  man 
who  can  get  his  company— his  creel  will  often  be  well 
filled,  and  the  information  he  gets  correct. 

My  letter  is  only  written  to  give  the  writer  of  the 
article  the  tip  not  to  write  on  holiday  trips  until  he 
has  obtained  more  reliable  information. — Yours  truly, 
A  North  Devon  Man. 


SPOTTED  TROUT  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Dear  Sib,— Pishing  for  the  spotted  brook  trout  in 
Massachusetts  is  not  what  it  used  to  be.  The  time 
was,  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  when  in  a  day's  outing 
on  our  brooks,  provided  wind  and  water  were  favour- 
able, a  string  of  fifteen  or  twenty  trout  could  be  taken 
that  would  weigh  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  or  21b.,  and  some- 
times even  larger.  We  have  a  six  inch  law  in  force  in 
Massachusetts,  so  that  trout  less  than  six  inches 
cannot  be  taken.  At  the  present  time  a  string  of  ten 
or  twelve  lawful  trout  is  considered  a  good  day's 
catch,  the  average  being  from  six  to  twelve  ounces, 
although  sixteen  to  thirty-two  ounce  trout  are  taken, 
but  thirty-two  ounce  trout  are  rare.  At  the  time  of 
this  incident,  but  a  short  time  ago,  my  friends,  Walt 
Coombs  and  Robt.  Pinney,  worked  in  the  shop  with 
me,  and  we  had  a  good  many  outings  after  the  speckled 
beauties,  and  whenever  either  of  us  fished  alone  and 
made  a  catch  we  invariably  compared  notes  on  our 
return. 

Saturday  afternoons  in  the  month  of  May,  after  the 
water  gets  well  warmed,  means  a  half  day's  fishing  for 
my  friend  Walt,  if  the  conditions  are  favourable,  so  on 
an  ideal  afternoon  we  find  him  on  the  Purchade 
Brook,  one  of  our  best,  standing  on  a  little  bridge  that 
spans  the  brook,  made  from  old  raili-oad  ties  or 
sleepers,  this  being  a  favourite  spot,  as  just  below  the 
bridge  the  brook  is  overhung  with  maple  trees,  and 
the  bank  is  lined  with  alders,  etc.  The  brook  goes 
tumbling  down  over  rocks  and  roots  for  several  feet, 
and  just  below  this  swift  water  is  a  pretty  little  pool 
in  which  the  trout  wait  for  food  to  be  eddied  into 
them,  and  many  a  good  one  has  beea  taken  from  this 
beautiful  little  pool.  He  has  looped  on  several  sand 
worrns,  this  being  the  bait  that  is  a  favourite  in  this 
locality,  dropped  them  into  the  swift  water  and  let  run 
down  slowly,  but  without  result  until  the  bait  reaches 
the  pool  below  and  is  carried  over  close  in  shore,  when 
there  is  a  whirl  and  splash  and  he  is  fast  to  one,  and  a 
good  one,  too,  so  he  began  to  work  his  reel,  and  had  his 
fish  well  up  into  the  quick  water  and  coming  good 
when  snap  went  his  line  about  an  inch  from  the  loop 
in  the  gut. 

On  Monday  morning  we  had  the  above  story  related 
to  us,  with  the  addition  that  he  was  the  "  largest  one 
he  had  ever  got  hold  of,"  "a  good  one,"  more  than 
"one  pound  or  two."  Por  a  fact,  Walt  has  caught 
large  trout. 

The  following  Thursday,  five  days  later,  I  had 
nothing  to  do,  so  thought  I  would  try  Purchade 
Brook  and  see  what  I  could  do,  as  my  hopes  ran  h\ah. 
after  Walt's  experience  of  the  previous  Saturday.  °  I 
had  a  few  of  the  beauties  in  my  basket  when  I  had 
reached  the  "old  stump,"  a  likely  spot  about  half  a 
mile  above  the  place  where  Walt  lost  the  good  one. 
As  my  line  ran  down  with  the  swift  water  I  had  a 
beautiful  strike,  and  I  soon  found  I  was  fast  to  a 
lively  fish.  As  I  worked  him  in  and  carefully  lifted 
my  trout  out  I  noticed  something  hanging  from  his 
mouth,  and  thought  one  of  the  guts  of  my  double- 
gutted  sneck  bend  hook  had  broken,  but  upon  examina- 
tion what  was  my  surprise  to  find  hanging  from  this 
trout's  mouth  a  double-gutted  hook  with  two  split 
shot  attached  to  the  gut,  and  a  small  piece  of  line. 
The  silk  windings  on  the  hook  had  become  so  rotted 
that  in  trying  to  extract  it  the  gut  pulled  away  from 


HOLLO  WAY'S  .PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.'  Influenza,  Couglis, 
and  colds.  In  diseases  of  the  throat  and  che.st,  so  prevalent  in 
our  changeable  climate,  nothing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  so 
certainly  cures,  as  these  inestimable  remedies.  These  disorders 
are  too  often  neglected  at  tl  eir  commencement,  or  are  injudici- 
ously treated,  resulting  in  cither  case  in  disastrous  consequences 
to  the  patient.  Holloway  s  remedies  will  restore,  if  recovery  be 
possible ;  they  allay  the  alarming  symptoms  and  purify  the 
blood  ;  Nature  consummates  the  cure,  gradually  restoring 
strength  and  vital  power.  By  persevering  in  the  use  of 
HoUoway's  preparations  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomacli  and 
frame  generally.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to 
health  after  every  other  means  had  failed, 


the  hook  and  left  it  in  his  mouth.  I  carefully 
preserved  the  gut,  shot,  line,  and  hook,  and  took  them 
over  to  my  friend  Robt.  Pinney  and  told  him  all 
about  it,  and  we  agreed  to  have  some  sport  with 
Walt.  So  Rob.  took  the  hook,  line,  shot,  and  gut  and 
showed  them  to  Walt,  and  he  recognised  them  as 
having  belonged  to  him,  and  being  the  same  as  he  lost, 
but  was  much  surprised  to  know  how  Rob.  came  by 
them.  Rob.  told  Walt  that  Orv.  Leonard  was  fishing 
in  Purchade  Brook  and  caught  a  trout,  and  the  hook, 
etc.,  was  hanging  from  his  mouth,  but  that  the  trout 
was  not  a  one  or  a  two  pounder,  but  was  about  four 
inches  long. 

Now  Walt  gets  a  little  excited  sometimes,  and  his 
first  words  were  something  like  "  You  tell  Orv.  Leonard 

he's  a  d  d  liar;  that's  no  small  trout."    When  he 

found  out  the  exact  size  of  the  trout  he  was  dis- 
appointed and  surprised,  for  like  all  fishermen  those 
that  are  lost  are  always  big  fish.  The  exact  size  of 
the  trout  was  nine  inches  long  and  it  weighed  eight 
ounces.— Yours  truly,  Oeville  N.  Leonard. 

Middleborough,  Massachusetts, 
U.S.A. 


LOG  FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 
Dear  Sib,— In  February,   1900,   I  crossed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  New  Jersey  over  the  Delaware  river 
on  the  ice  at  Dimmick's  Perry,  the  ice  being  about 
eight  inches  thick,  perfectly  transparent.    This  was  a 
common  mode  of  crossing  the  river  at  this  season  ;  the 
public  road  on  the  Jersey  side  at  this  point  runs 
parallel  with  the  stream,  and  immediately  upon  the 
top  of  the  river  bank  and  the  road  were  very  much 
chopped  up  with  the  long  steel  calks  on  the  horses' 
feet,  rendering  this  thoroughfare  difficult  to  walk  over, 
so  I  descended  the  river  bank  and  tried  the  ice,  and 
found  it  much  finer  walking  than  the  road.  Keeping 
close  inshore,  I  pursued  my  way  towards  my  destination 
— a  friendly  neighbour's  plantation.    When  I  was 
almost  to  the  end  of  my  journey  I  had  to  walk  over 
several  acres  of  logs  of  wood  of  all  sizes  and  shapes, 
the  bulk  of  them  entirely  submerged  under  the  water 
to  a  depth  of  three  or  four  feet.    Suddenly,  as  I  was 
walking  along,  I  saw  something  move  in  an  opening  in 
a  log.   Getting  down  upon  my  knees,  and  shading  my 
eyes  with  my  hands,  I  plainly  saw  through  the  clear 
ice  the  tails  of  good-sized  edible  fish  protruding  from 
the  aperture,  slowly  swaying  back  and  forth  by  the 
force  of  the  current.    After  satisfying  my  curiosity,  I 
pursued  my  way,  and  upon  arriving  at  the  farmhouse 
I  told  them  I  had  found  a  log  of  fish.    The  family  con- 
sisted of  several  strong  young  men,  and  it  only  took  a 
moment  to  induce  them  to  join  me  in  an  investigation. 
Securing  a  cross-cut  saw,  an  axe,  and  some  rope,  and 
a  good  supply  of  cotton  sacks,  we  repaired  to  the  place 
and  sawed  out  a  slice  of  ice  directly  over  and  the  full 
length  of  the  log,  and  wide  enough  to  permit  the  free 
lifting  of  the  log  out  on  the  ice  ;  then  all  the  knot  holes, 
crevices,  etc.,  were  thoroughly  plugged  with  the  sacks, 
and  the  rope  made  fast  to  the  most  advantageous 
points  on  the  log,  and  all  taking  hold  the  log  was 
hauled  out  on  the  ice.    It  proved  to  be  an  old  hollow 
hemlock,  and  upon  cutting  a  large  chip  out  of  it  the 
log  was  found  to  be  completely  filled  with  fish,  packed 
as  tightly  as  canned  sardines.   The  fish  were  in  a  torpid 
condition,  and  when  thrown  out  on  the  ice  were  found 
to  be  composed  of  the  following  varieties  :  256  sunfish, 
136  catfish,  39  small-mouthed  black  bass,  26  big- 
mouthed  black  [bass,  69  goggle  eyes,  and  30  eels  ;  the 
black  bass  were  the  most  torpid  and  the  eels  the  least. 
The  news  of  this  peculiar  catch  of  fish  spreading 
throughout  the  neighbouring  communities,  attracted 
a  great  many  people  to  the  stream  upon  the  following 
day,  and  all  the  likely  locations  where  logs  were 
known  to  bel  submerged  wereanvestigated  and  many 
barrels  of  fish  taken  out  of  the  hollow  logs.  One 
log,  however,  of  immense  size,  and  which  promised 
from  the  greatness  of  its  hoUow  to  be  the  king  of  the 
eddy,  could  not  be  lifted  out  as  the  party  discovering 
it  had  not  strength  enough  ;  the  log  was  tightly  plugged 
up  in  every  crevice  and  knot  hole  and  left  over  until 
the  next  morning,  when  returning  with  an  augmented 
force  of  hands  it  was  placed  on  top  of  the  ice.  Judge 
of  the  surprise  of  the  log  fishermen  when  upon  cutting 
the  log  open  the  fish  were  found  all  dead,  they  having 
suffocated  during  the  night,  due  to  having  the  free 
circulation  of  the  water  shut  off.    In  this  log  there 
were  over  3800  edible,  dead,  suffocated  fish  ;  thus  the 
log  fishing  continued  until  the  ice  went  out  in  the 
spring  freshet.    Early  in  that  season  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  passed  a  law  prohibiting  log  fishing.    Prior  to 
my  finding  these  species  of  fish  hibernating  in  hollow 
logs,  it  had  been  a  mystery  as  to  where  and  in  what 
manner  they  passed  the  winter. 

At  first,  when  I  called  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fish 
Commission's  attention  to  my  discovery,  they  ridiculed 
it,  but  after  they  had  made  an  investigation  my  asser- 
tion was  found  true  and  my  discovery  recorded  among 
the  State  Archives,  and  thus  another  chapter  had 
been  added  to  natural  history. — Yours  truly, 

Shawnee  P.  O.,  M.  Luther  Michael. 

Monroe  Co.,  Penn, 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  Jield  over.) 
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Thk  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  lie 
obtained  at  iMeasrs.  \V.  II.  Smith  and  Son's  E.ailway  Book- 
sUills,  and  of  the  principal  NeH  sagents  and  Fishini;  Tackle 
Dealers  in  f>ondon  and  tlie  Provinces. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fisliins 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  K.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  reiinested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  pajjor 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  ITnless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  comniunications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Piib- 
Jishers,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  jiayinents  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  dd. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'cloek  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  comniunications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
atldressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Postponement  of  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the 

Piscatorial  Society. 
This  always  interesting  function  has  to  be  post- 
poned to  some  date  in  April  on  account,  I  regret  to 
say,  of  the  illness  of  the  vice-president  and  other 
prominent  members. 


"  The  Tod  Fly." 
Anyone  who  -wants  a  capital  wet  fly  for  the 
Tweed  and  tributaries,  and,  indeed,  for  almost  any 
stream,  should  try  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  new  pattern 
called  "  The  Tod  Fly,"  the  dressing  of  -n'hich  is 
given  by  him  to  me,  thus  : — "  For  wings. — Inside 
feather  of  a  mavis  wing  dressed  lightly.  Fov  liacMe. 
— The  soft  feathers  inside  the  wing  of  the  wood- 
cock. Body. — The  striped  quill  from  the  moon 
feather  of  the  common  peacock.  Note. — It  is  of 
great  imjiortance  not  to  overdo  wings  and  hackle 
in  dressing  flies  for  wet  fly  fishing,  especially  in  all 
hard-fished  streams  and  rivers."  This  pattern  is 
the  final  development  of  the  fly  which  was  first 
described  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Oct.  6,  1894,  and  was  then  called  "  Tod's  Gold- 
Ribbed  Upright."  The  improved  pattern  will  be 
called  "The  Tod  Fly."  It  is  dressed  by  Messrs. 
John  Forrest  and  Sons,  of  Kelso  and  London,  and 
I  understand  Mr.  Tod  has  also  given  the  pattern  to 
Mr.  TurnbuU,  of  Princes-street,  Edinburgh. 


Tapeworm  of  Salmon  and  other  Fish 
Absolutely  Harmless  to  Man. 
"British  Museum  (Natural  History), 

"Cromwell-road,  London,  S.W., 
"  Feb.  22. 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  tapeworms  of  salmon  and  other 
fishes  are  absolutely  innocuous  to  man.  This  is  a 
matter  which  has  been  well  settled,  as  you  may 
find  by  reference  to  any  of  the  manuals  on  parasit- 
ology- particularly,  I  believe,  in  P.  J.  Van 
Beneden's  well-known  treatise  entitled  "Animal 
Parasites  and  Messmates." — Yours  very  truly, 

"  G.  A.  Boulenger." 

I  am  delighted  to  have  the  unquestionable 
authority  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  P.R.S.,  for 
stating  that  I  was  quite  wrong  in  supposing  that 
tapeworm  and  other  fish  parasites  can  be  developed 
in  human  beings  who  eat  fish,  but  I  shall  still  have 
my  fish  well  cooked  when  I  can,  as  it  tastes  better. 
I  had  written  to  Mr.  Boulenger  before  I  got  Mr. 
A.  Worsley's  letter  last  week,  but  am  much  obliged 
to  him  for  correcting  me  all  the  same. 


A  DuLVERTON  Poacher. 

"  It  is  a  very  contested  point,  says  the  Field, 
whether  any  good  can  be  done  by  writing  of  the 
doings  of  the  poaching  fraternity,  except  in  con- 
nection with  police-court  proceedings,  and  a  few 
years  ago  the  probability  of  the  holding  of  a 
poaching  exhibition  led  to  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  -  need  to  enlarge  professional  knowledge. 
Some  perfectly  straightforward  sportsmen  may, 
thei'efore,  very  well  have  conscientious  scruples  in 
perusing  The  Atotohiograjjliy  of  a  Poacher  (London  : 
John  Macqueen,  1901),  a  book  edited  by  a  writer 
who  veils  his  identity  under  the  pseudonym  of 
'  Caractacus.'  Kingsley's  axiom  that  a  '  game- 
keeper is  only  a  poacher  turned  outside  in,  and  a 
poacher  a  gamekeeper  turned  inside  out,'  appears 
on  the  title  page,  and  John  Holcombe,  whose 
nefarious  doings  are  recorded  in  this  book,  certainly 
did  take  to  poaching  first  and  '  keepering  '  after- 
wards. Whether,!  however,  his  '  parti-coloured  ' 
experiences  are  interesting  and  even  exciting  enough 
to  fill  some  250  pages  is  matter  for  doubt.  Bom 
and  bred  at  Dulverton,  it  can  easily  bo  imagined 
that  Holcombe  cast  covetous  eyes  on  the  good  red 
deer,  and  consequently  came  into  collision  with  such 
well-known  sportsmen  as  Mr.  Fenwick  Bisset, 
master  of  the  Devon  and  Somerset  Staghounds 
from  1855  to  1881,  and  Dr.  Collyns,  the  author  of 
the  Chase  of  the  Wild  Bed  Deer.  Though  he 
appears  to  have  had  plenty  of  chances,  Holcombe 
candidly  confesses  that  as  a  boy  he  was  not  partial 
to  work,  and,  still  more  candidly,  plainly  states  on 
the  last  page  of  his  book  that  if  he  had  his  time 
over  again  he  would  '  certainly  prefer  poaching  to 
game  keeping,'  a  confession  which  is  quite  sufficient 
to  typify  the  character  of  the  autobiography." 

I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  those  who  think  that 
descriptions  of  the  methods  of  the  poacher  are  more 
likely  to  make  poachers  than  not.  I  remember, 
after  publishing  some  years  ago  an  account  of  how 
fish  were  "foxed"  by  means  of  a  drug,  getting 
several  inquiries  as  to  how  the  thing  was  made  and 
used. 


"Has  a  salmon  over  701b.  been  caught  in  the 
Tay  or  any  other  river  in  the  United  Kingdom  ?  " 
•  A  correspondent  at  Inverness  asks  me  this  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  know  of  a  fish  over  701b.,  and  I 
asked  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  if  he  did,  and  he  kindly 
replies  as  follows  : — 

"  My  DEAR  Marston, — I  think  we  may  put  down 
Buckland's  701b.  salmon  as  the  largest  authenticated 
Tay  fish. 

"  But,  as  you  know,  the  capture  of  monster 
bogus  salmon  are  constantly  reported.  The  Tay  is 
one  of  the  favoured  waters  which  is  said  to  have 
yielded  many  remarkable  impostors. 

"  In  a  littie  article  in  the  Field  of  Jan.  26,  1895, 
on  '  Mythical  Salmon  and  Veritable  Monsters,'  I 
wrote  : — '  About  the  same  date  (1886)  startling 
accounts  came  from  the  Tay.  This  time  it  was  said 
that  the  nets  had  taken  two  mighty  monsters.  The 
largest  was  reported  to  have  weighed  87^ lb.,  and  the 
smaller  one  801b.'  Here,  again,  great  prominence  was 
given  through  the  Press  to  this  bogus  capture,  and 
an  audacious  fishmonger  in  an  obscure  part  of 
London  had  the  temerity  to  exhibit  in  his  shop 
window  a  miserable  specimen  of  Sahno  salar, 
labelled  '  Tay  salmon,  801b.  in  weight.'  With  the 
assistance  of  the  editor  of  The  Scotsman,  Mr. 
Speedie,  of  Perth,  and  other  tacksmen  throughout 
Scotland,  I  quickly  ran  this  impostor  to  earth. 
All  the  persons  most  likely  to  know  had  indeed 
heard  of  the  so-called  monsters,  but  no  one  had 
seen  them.  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Sons,  of  Edin- 
burgh, wrote  me :  '  We  beg  to  say  that  the  fish 
mentioned  was  taken  notice  of  by  some  of  the 
London  papers,  and  -u'as  said  to  have  weighed  87ilb., 
but  we  ascertained  that  the  fish  weighed  only  57ilb., 
and  was  caught  at  Lord  Zetland's  fishery  below 
Newburgh  on  the  Tay.' 

"  In  1875  a  gentleman  wrote  me  as  follows  : — 
'  Some  years  since,  I  can  only  say  before  1849, 
there  was  a  paragraph  in  the  Times  stating  that 
two  very  large  salmon  had  been  captured  in  the 
Tay,  and  were  to  be  seen  on  the  slab  of  Mr.  Grove's, 
of  Bond-street.  I  accordingly  hastened  to  view 
them.  They  weighed  831b.  and  7olb.  respectively, 
and  had  been  taken,  I  understand,  by  the  same 
draught  of  the  net.'  Of  course,  the  capture  of  the 
above  fish  -svas  before  my  time,  and  although  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  my  corre- 
spondent, I  would  hesitate  to  record  the  weights 
as  correct.     Other  waters  in  England,  Ireland, 


and  Scotland  have  been  credited  with  yielding 
mighty  monsters,  the  weights  for  those  bogus 
salmon  being  purely  imaginary. — Yours  truly, 

"  Henry  Ffennell." 


"  The  President  "  Salmon  Fly. 

"  The  last  time  I  went  to  the  Annan,  in  the 
south  of  Scotland,  I  thought  I  would  make  a  few 
salmon  flies ;  I  always  make  the  salmon  flies, for  my 
own  fisliing.  When  I  began  to  make  The  President 
I  had  no  idea  what  it  was  going  to  be  like  until  it 
was  finished,  except  that  I  intended  it  to  be  a  good 
showy  fly.  On  my  arrival  at  the  Annan  it  was  the 
first  fly  to  be  selected,  as  I  thought  its  look  and 
size  were  right  for  the  water.  I  put  it  on  about 
8  a.m.  There  were  three  Scotchmen  fishing  the 
pool,  and  had  been  at  it  from  6  a.m.,  but  had  not 
raised  a  fish.  Mr.  Johnston  was  with  me  but  w  ould 
not  fish  the  pool,  as  he  thought  it  was  no  use  after 
the  Scotchmen  had  done  nothing.  Well,  to  make 
a  long  story  short,  I  killed  four  salmon  in  the  pool, 
smallest  23*lb.,  largest  271b.  ;  the  day  after  I  killed 
three  ;  and  the  third  day  two — that  is,  nine  fish  in 
three  days,  all  with  The  President,  and  since  that 
time  and  in  every  river  I^.have  fished — England, 
Ireland,  and  Wales — I  have  had  grand  sport  with  it. 
I  had  a  letter  a  fortnight  ago  from  a  gentleman  in 
St.  Louis,  America,  with  an  order  for  four  dozen 
Presidents.  He  had  met  a  gentleman  fishing,  who 
gave  him  one  or  two  of  my  Presidents,  and  he  had 
such  good  sport  with  them  that  he  ordered  four 
dozen,  size  No.  1  Limerick.  Everyone  who  has 
had  them  in  America  seem  so  well  pleased  that  they 
write  for  more,  and  say  what  a  splendid  killer  it  is. 
— Yours  truly,  "  W.  Ramsbottom. 

"41b,  North  John-street,  Liverpool." 

"  The  President  "  is  one  of  the  best  new  patterns 
of  salmon  flies  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time,  and 
would  kill  in  any  size  ;  it  would  also  make  a  rousing 
sea-trout  fly.  <-  I  should  like  a  trifle  stouter  gut  loop 
than  on  the  sample  flies  sent. 


Porcelain  Rod  Rings. 

I  am  glad  to  see  .my  note  about  porcelain  rod 
rings  was  seen  by  the  angler  who  kindly  sent  me 
some  samples  a  few  years  ago.  It  was  Mr.  John 
T.  Harris,  of  Stone,  Staffs.    Mr.  Harris  says  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  in  last'week's 
Fishing  Gaaette  a  reference  to  porcelain  rod  rings, 
some  of  which  I  sent  you  a  year  or  two  ago.  I 
enclose  a  few  more,  together  with  a  letter,  for 
which  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  find  room  in  an 
early  issue  of  your  paper. 

"  I  am  not  a  tackle  maker,  and  the  rings  vdW  be 
more  plague  than  profit  to  me,  but  they  are  so 
excellent  in  use  that  I  feel  that  other  good  anglers 
and  honest  men  ought  to  have  the  chance  of  using 
them. 

"  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  you  have  shown 
the  rings  to  Mr.  Geen.  If  he  will  send  me  a  sketch 
showing  what  he  would  like  to  have,  I  shall  have 
the  gi'eatest  pleasure  in  having  some  made  for  him  ; 
thej'  are  turned,  and  the  shapes  should  therefore  be 
such  as  are  produced  by  a  lathe.  Mr.  Geen  seems 
to  like  large  sizes,  but  they  will  be  easy  to  make  if 
he  will  let  me  have  the  dimensions. — Yours 
sincerely,  "  John  T.  Harris." 

I  have  had  sketches  of  the  rings  made,  which 
appear  on  page  156,  and  I  am  sure  anglers  -will 
be  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Harris  tor  his  capital 
idea. 


Fishing  in  Iceland. 

I  feel  sure  that  anyone  wanting  information 
about  fishing  and  touring  in  Iceland  will  do  well  to 
apply  to  Mr.  Helgi  Zoega,  Reykjavik,  Iceland.  I 
am  told  that  he  is  a  trustworthy  and  intelligent 
agent.  He  advises  visitors  to  bring  preserved  pro- 
visions as  it  is  not  easy  to  get  good  food  other  than 
salmon  and  trout.  At  many  places  good  and  clean 
accommodation  can  be  had,  but  he  adds  that 
"  somewhere  they  have  to  rest  in  tents." 

I  asked  about  midges,  and  Mr.  Z.  says  :  "  There 
are  two  places  where  midges  are  bad — one  in  the 
north  by  Myvatir,  the  other  by  Sog,  the  excellent 
trout  fishing  ])lacc  near  the  Thing valle  lake."  He 
adds,  "  It  has  always  been  my  object  to  make 
tourists  visiting  our  island  satisfied,  and  I  think  I 
dare  say  every  one  has  left  me  contented."  Qf 
course  ^Mr.  Z.  means  that  his  visitors  have  been 
contented,  and  I  hope  he  has  also.  "  Sog  "  has  a 
very  skeeter-midgy  kind  of  a  sound  certainly. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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SPINNING  FROM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Contintied  from  page  125.) 
We  have  now  to  come  back  to  the  right  bank 
and  start  up  stream  ;  but  first  let  me  introduce  you 
to  Hugh  MacLennan,  the  keeper,  who  may  be  seen 
holding  a  fish  in  the  spot  at  which  it  was  gaffed 
for  Mr.  C.  W.  Berry,  of  Edinburgh,  who  frequently 


be  expectant,  as  it  is  there  that  the  fish  generally 
take  ;  but  I  have,  more  than  once,  got  them  much 
lower  down. 

Having  found  the  Yellow-Stone  favourable,  you 
may  be  sure  that  the  next  is  also  to  your  liking. 
It  is  at  the  foot  of  the  big  cairn,  and  is  hence  called 

Cairn  Pool. 

It  may  appear  a  strange  fancy,  but  my  gillie 
always  held  that  there  exists  a  great  jealousy 
between  the  Cairn  and  the  Yellow- Stone.  Housed 
to  aver  that  if  one  of  these  two  pools  gives  a  salmon 


Menzies,  the  Laird  of  Chesthill,  whom  you  will, 
more  probably,  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  in  his 
picturesque  Highland  costume  wielding  his  fly-rod 
and  cleverly  avoiding  the  many  obstacles  growing 
on  his  high  bank.  He  does  not  wait  for  the  month 
of  March,  but  always  fishes  with  a  fly,  even  in 
January. 

The  subject  of  fly-fishing  is  out  of  the  bounds 
that  the  heading  of  my  paper  prescribes  for  me, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  those  fly-fishers  who  are 
patiently  following  me  in  my  description  of  this 
lovely  salmon  river,  I  will  later,  with  the  Editor's 


The  Falls  in  Ply— Keepee  Hugh  MacLennan. 


StAET  HEBE  TO  COMMENCE  CaIRN  PooL. 


fishes  the  Lyon,  and  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
this  and  other  pictures  of  the  fishing. 

The  pools  in  Hugh's  beat  that  are  down  stream 
on  this  side,  I  have  already  sufiiciently  described, 
but  I  should  like  to  add,  before  going  on  up,  that 
I  am  just  as  much  in  love  with  Broom  Pool 
from  this  side  as  from  the  other.  Indeed,  when 
the  river  is  at  all  high,  I  much  prefer  it,  as  one  can 
more  easily  fish  it,  and  the  chances  with  such  a 
water  are  greater.  Then,  too,  it  affords  the  longest 
stretch  of  continuous  fishing,  where  every  yard  is 
good. 

Peter's  Pool  from  this  side  is  pure  vexation,  so 


the  other,  if  it  fails  to  be  equally  generous,  looks 
quite  off-colour,  and  will  probably  make  matters 
level  on  the  following  day.  Strange  as  the  fancy 
may  appear,  the  results  of  my  numerous  efforts 
bear  strong  testimony  to  its  correctness. 

The  spot  at  which  to  commence  to  fish  is  at  the 
foob  of  the  second  cairn  some  fifty  yards  higher  up. 
On  looking  to  the  opposite  bank  you  will  see  a 
wire  fence  running  down  to  the  water.  Throw 
straight  for  it  and  about  three-quarters  of  the  way 
across;  then  you  will  just  miss  the  high  stones, 
one  of  which  is  shown  appearing  above  water  in 
the  photo. 


parmission,  give  forth  my  kaowledge  of  the  best 
seasons  for  thus  fishiag  it  and  of  the  flies  most 
suitable. 

The  Little-Ladder  Pool. 

The  little  ladder — shown  on  the  rocks  in  a  line 
with  the  fir-trees  in  the  photo— which  gives  this 
pool  its  nam3,  takes  you  down  the  face  of  the 
rock  som3  ten  feet  and  lands  you  on  a  half-r  ound 
ledge  where  there  is  just  room  to  stand ;  and  when 
there  you  have  the  appearance  of  exactly  fitting  in 
with  Nature's  intentions,  filling  a  void. 

The  rather  giddy  height  from  which  you  are  to 


Little-Ladder  in  Ply. 


Long-Ladder  out  of  Ply. 


come  along,  as  a  few  hundreds  of  yards  higher  up 
you  arrive  at  the 

Yellow- Stone  Pool, 

which,  if  in  ply,  is  a  very  desirable  chance.  The 
fish  often  come  from  amongst  the  big  stones  quite 
above  the  pool,  but  you  must  cast  a  long  line  and 
be  prepared  to  draw  in  quickly  as  soon  as  the  bait 
passes  the  centre  of  the  stream.  However,  as  you 
get  to  the  deeper  water  below,  you  can  fish  to  your 
fancy  as  there  is  depth  close  in.  Within  a  few 
yards  of  the  seething  caused  by  the  yellow  stone, 
visible  when  not  in  ply,  you  have  moat  reason  to 


It  is  behind  these  that  the  fish  are  sheltering 
from  the  full  force  of  the  stream.  Make  several 
casts  here  and  then  search  each  yard  down  until 
your  bait  is  opposite  the  other  cairn,  where  you 
should  again  make  several  casts  ;  and  then  on,  foot 
by  foot,  until  you  reach  the  fir-trees  that  are  at  the 
edge  of  the  river. 

I  have  spoken  of  fishing  deep,  and  have  given 
my  reasons  for  so  doing,  but  it  will  be  well  to 
remember,  here  and  everywhere  in  the  Lyon,  that 
it  is  better  to  be  spinning  too  high  than  too  low, 
as  stones  and  rocks  are  everywhere. 

The  opposite  bank  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Stewart 


fish  has  peculiar  effects  on  some  people,  one  in- 
stance of  which  will  be  sufficient,  although  I  could 
relate  many. 

The  fisherman  followed  his  gillie  to  the  top  of 
the  ladder  and  backed  down  without  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  a  manner  which  implied— oh,  this  is 
nothing  to  me;  but  when  he  turned  round  and 
caught  sight  of  the  water  some  thirty  feet  imme- 
diately below  his  toes,  he  turned,  clutched  the 
ladder,  and  ascended  pale  and  shaking,  and  at  the 
top  of  it  he  commenced  to  crawl  on  hands  and 
knees  up  the  steep  bank.  Even  when  at  the  top 
and  on  level  ground  he  still  continued  to  crawl  for 
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such  a  distance  that  I  wondered  if  it  could  be  his 
intention  to  get  to  the  hotel  in  that  way. 

There  is  room  for  those  who  have  heads  not  so 
easily  affected,  and  were  this  the  only  difficulty 
connected  with  the  spot  all  would  be  easy  to  most 
of  us. 

You  cannot  cast  from  a  winch  from  here,  so  you 
must  perforce  adopt  my,  or  some  other,  easy-going- 
out  method.  Cast  straight  across  or  a  little  up, 
and  then  use  the  stream  to  aid  you  to  cover  the 
whole,  or  as  much  as  you  can,  of  the  water.  There 
are  fish  within  a  few  yards  of  you — that  is,  minus 
the  thirty  feet  drop — sojyou  may  get  him  with  a  very 
poor  cast.  When  you  have  him  play  him  as  much 
as  you  can  from  where  you  stand.  He  will  rush 
for  the  falls,  but  that  is  so  far  up  that  you  should 
be  able  to  turn  him.  Keep  the  point  of  your 
rod  in  such  a  position  that  the  stream  on  the  line 
may  tend  to  bring  his  head  and  body  sideways,  as 
he  is  far  more  likely  to  turn  then  than  when  the 
trace  is  directly  over  his  back  urging  him  on.  This 
plan  will  bring  him  back  to  the  deep  water  near 
you.  Hold  hard  on  him,  remembering  that  your 
rod  will  not  break  your  line  while  held  at  any  sort 
of  elevation.  His  last  effort  will  be  to  go  down 
stream,  which  you  must  permit  him  to  do.  Then 
you  go  up  the  ladder  with  rod  in  right  hand  and 
winch  free  but  with  the  check  on,  and  scramble  as 
best  you  can  down  the  rugged  sloping  side  of  the 
rock  to  the  music  of  your  winch  caused  by  the  speed 
of  the  fish  as  he  makes  over  the  shallows  for  the 
next  pool. 

When  you  lose  touch  of  your  fish,  as  you  will  do 
more  than  once  while  descending  to  the  level  of 
the  stream,  get  on  him  again  quickly  with  raised 
top,  so  as  to  keep  your  line  free  from  the  jutting 
rocks  and  high  stones.  Should  you  be  in  time,  try 
to  guide  him  to  the  centre,  and  be  quickly  up  and 
over  the  twelve  feet  ot  rock  that  still  bars  your 
passage  immediately  in  front.  When  once  over 
this,  the  last,  obstruction,  without  mishaj),  your 
course  is  clear  to  the  Cairn  Pool,  where  you  can 
finish  your  pleasure — if  so  you  would  still  call  it— 
and  take  a  breath  or  two. 

Long-Ladder  Pool. 

The  wall  that  safely  encloses  the  road  from  the 
precipitous  rocks  (see  photo)  is  the  one  that  I  have 
so  often  gone  over  to  peep  down  on  the  fish  in  the 
deep  water  below.  The  ladder,  as  shown,  is 
necessary  to  the  getting  down  to  the  river  with 
comfort,  not  to  say  dignity. 

Your  gillie,  possibly,  and  nimble  Hugh  Mac- 
Lennan  certainly,  will  dig  their  heels  in  and  walk 
down  and  then  look  back  wondering  why  you  tarry. 
When  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  you  can  easily 
approach  the  stream,  where  j'ou  will  find  yourself 
on  a  level  with  it,  but  conveniently  hidden  from 
the  fish  by  a  projecting  rock  which  in  no  way 
interferes  with  the  fishing  ot  the  pool  in  any 
manner  you  may  choose,  as  there  is  plenty  of  room 
for  a  good  swing.  It  is  easily  fished  and  a  most 
likely  spot  when  in  ply,  but  you  will  require  some 
skill  to  kill  your  fish  when  hooked  as  there  are 
two  probabilities  to  be  guarded  against.  The  first 
is  his  getting  up  into  the  falls  ;  that  is  likely  to  lose 
you  tackle  as  well  as  fish ;  or  he  may  go  down  and 
not  stop  even  at  the  Little-Ladder,  but  on  to  the 
Cairn,  and  as  you  cannot  follow  one  yard  that  is  a 
certain  loss.  Your  gillie,  if  as  experienced  and 
resourceful  as  MacLeish  was,  which  is  little  likely, 
will  stand  above  you,  stones  in  hand,  and  keep 
him  from  the  falls,  but  he  cannot  aid  you  in  the 
case  of  his  going  down.  So  be  rough  on  him, 
especially  rough  when  he  is  going  from  you.  I 
have  killed  several  fine  fish  here,  and  as  yet  with 
unbroken  luck. 

On  one  occasion,  while  I  was  fishing  here, 
MacLeish  caused  me,  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
to  offer  a  fish  so  many  baits  that  I  felt  sure  at  the 
time  that  the  salmon  had  been,  if  ever  salmon  was, 
worried  into  making  a  snap,  as  a  dog  might. 
However,  you  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  judging 
for  yourself. 

Mac  had  ascended  the  ladder  for  my  bag,  and 
while  coming  down  again  he  saw  a  fish  come  from 
the  dark  water  behind  a  boulder,  so  he  called  down 
to  me  to  make  the  same  cast  again,  and  again  he 
saw  the  fish  come.  He  said  that  the  reason  the 
fish  had  not  taken  my  bait  was  because  it  could 
not  do  so,  as  it  no  sooner  saw  it  than  it  was  over 
the  next  big  stone,  and  the  only  plan  was  to  get 
the  minnow  to  cross  the  spot  slowly.  I  was  then 
standing  as  high  up  stream  as  I  could,  with  per- 
pendicular rock  at  my  right  shoulder.    What  could 


be  done?    Mac  knew,  and  said  "  StandJ there,'' 
pointing  to  three  feet  of  icy  water.    I  shook  my 
head,  and  his  reply  was  "  Gie  me  a  hand,  sir,  and  I 
ken  we'll  hae  the  fush  yet."    We  worked  until  my 
back  ached,  and  Mac's  face  was  a  sight  that  did 
him  credit.    At  last  the  work  was  completed,  with 
a  flat  coping,  and  I  had  dry  stones  to  stand  on. 
"  Now,  sir,  you'll  have  um."    I  tried  my  best,  and 
Mac  was  up  the  ladder  to  watch  the  result,  but 
nothing  came  of  it.    Mac  scratched  his  head,  and 
suggested  lunch,  and  while  he  was  eating  he  was 
sorting  over  my  minnows  and  selected  opposite 
colours  to  the  one  already  tried.     This  proved 
equally  useless,  as  did  the  next,  and  the  next. 
'■  Put  you  on  that,  sir,  and  I  hae  done  wi'  it."  It  was 
a  good  bait  once,  but  it  had  had  its  day,  and  so  I 
smiled  as  I  put  it  on.   I  always  did  as  Mac  told  me, 
sometimes  in  faith,  sometimes  in  deference  to  his 
skill  and  experience  and  never-flagging  anxiety  for 
my  success.    He  was  right  this  time.    The  fish 
took,  and  we  killed.    I  say  "  we,"  but  the  village 
would  always  guess  that  Mac  was  at  the  bottom 
of  my  luck,  and  that  without  him  I  should  be  "  a 
wee  nobody  at  the  fushing." 

You  wUl  regret,  as  hundreds  have  done,  that 
there  is  no  passage  from  this  to  the  next  pool 
except  for  Hugh  MacLennan,  who  loves  to  leap 
and  scramble  where  others  dare  not. 
He  pays  for  his  daring  now  and  again, 
and  has  to  confess  that  the  leap  to  his 
favourite  stone  from  which  he  likes  to 
fish  the  falls  has  caused  him  a  ducking 
more  than  once.  I  don't  like  that 
leap,  and  I  liked  it  less  on  the  day  that 
I  was  induced  to  make  it  with  the  aid 
of  a  pole.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  what 
happened,  but  I  may  say  that  the 
pole  has  been  discarded  and  that  a 
short  plank  now  comes  from  its  hiding 
place  to  help  me. 

We  must  to  the  road,  via  the  ladder, 
walk  some  three  score  yards,  go  over 
the  wall  and  descend  again  to  the  river. 

The  Falls 

must  be  fished,  as  there  you  are  again 
sure  of  either  a  fish  or  numerous 
refusals.  I  have  often  felt  while  here 
how  greatly  the  pleasure  of  angling  is 
enhanced  by  the  sure  knowledge  that 
one's  bait  will  be  seen  by  numbers  of 
grand  fish. 

Under  such  circumstances,  how  care- 
fully we  scan  and  test  our  tackle,  select 
our  bait,  and  then,  with  bended  back 
and  short-drawn  breath,  approach  the 
sheltered  spot  from  which  the  first,  and 
sometimes  fatal,  cast  is  to  be  made. 
These  are  the  moments  that  test  our 
nerves  immeasurably  more  than  when 
the  fish  is  struck,  and  we  are  fighting 
the  battle  with  tuned  and  stiffened 
frame. 

A  few  such  half-hours  as  you  may 
spend   here,    momentarily  expecting, 
should  be  sufficient  to  give  vigorous 
circulation  on  the  coldest  day,  fish  or  no  fish. 
The  satisfaction  of  having  done  our  very  best, 
as  the  reputation  of  the  pool  demanded,  must 
frequently  suffice  if  angling  is  to  remain  with  us  a 
true  pleasure. 

What  cares  the  salmon  fisher  for  failures  I  His 
mind  runs  not  on  the  value  of  the  fish  and  what  it 
is  costing  him.  It  is  to  that  glorious  day,  to  that 
busy  hour,  and  to  that  supreme  twenty  minutes 
that  his  thoughts  recur  again  and  again. 

Have  you  seen  the  fishers  congregated  in  the 
lobby  of  the  hotel  on  their  return  at  the  end  of  the 
day?  That  is  your  opportunity  for  discovering 
character.  Give  me  for  companion  the  man  who, 
by  his  eyes  and  every  muscle  of  his  face,  betrays 
the  pleasure  of  his  day  spent  in  trj-ing,  and  who, 
though  unsuccessful,  sees  in  the  successes  of  others 
the  pleasurable  guarantee  of  sport  for  himself  on 
the  morrow. 

{To  he  continued.) 


MR.  SAMUEL  ALLCOCK. 


Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  head  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Limited,  Standard  Works, 
Redditch,  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  enter- 
prising Englishmen  who  have  done  so  much  to  give 
British  trade  and  industry  the  leading  position  it 
holds  in  the  world  to-day.  Although  over  seventy 
years  of  age  he  still  retains  the  vigour,  vitality, 
and  buoyancy  almost  of  youth,  a  mind  active,  strong, 
and  undimmed,  sound  robust  health,  and  a  general 
physical  condition  of  which  most  men  thirty  years 
younger  might  well  be  proud.  Sixty  years  in 
harness,  as  he  is  fond  of  saying,  is  the  best 
medicine  for  most  men. 

It  is  quite  safe  to  afi&rm  without  much  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  Mr.  Allcock  has  done  more  to 
raise  the  fishing  tackle  industry  to  its  present  stage 
of  excellency  than  any  other  individual  connected 
with  the  trade.  By  his  energy,  punctuality,  and 
careful  forethought  to  details,  he  has  been  able  to 
bring  his  firm  to  the  very  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
fishing  tackle  trade,  and  to  gain  the  proud  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  largest  firm  of  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers  in  the  world. 

His  goods  have  been  exhibited  at  International 
Exhibitions  from  the  year  1851  up  to  the  last  Paris 


Lyra  Piscaturia  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fisliing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishins',"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  llw  Amateur  Anyler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  goqd  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


Samuel  Allcock,  Esq. 
(Of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  <$:  Co.,  Ltd.) 

Exhibition,  and  have  invariably  received  the 
highest  awards.  The  last  one,  namely,  the  Grand 
Prix  awarded  at  the  Paris  Exhibition, "is,  we  under- 
stand, the  only  Grand  Prix  that  has  ever  been 
given  for  fishing  tackle  at  any  exhibition  or  to  any 
firm.  His  goods  can  be  obtained  in  almost  everj' 
civilised  town  in  the  world.  He  has  established 
branches  in  London,  Paris,  Canada,  and  Spain. 
He  has,  in  the  course  of  business,  been  one  of  our 
most  enterprising  travellers,  as  he  has  been  to 
nearly  every  town  in  Europe  ;  he  has  visited  most 
towns  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  in  America, 
and  several  in  Canada.  Wherever  his  feet  have 
touched  business  seems  to  spring  up.  He  had  the 
honour  of  being  introduced  to  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  Frederick  of  Germany,  and  to  Prince 
Bismarck. 

In  the  amelioration  of  suffering,  in  the  relief  of 
poverty,  sickness,  and  distress,  Mr.  Allcock  has 
always  been  willing  and  ready  to  help,  although 
his  charity  is  not  ot  the  public  subscription  order. 
He  has  made  many  a  home  happy,  and  for  many 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
Redditch.  He  was  one  of  the  first  County 
Councillors  for  East  Worcestershire,  he  is  a  .T.P". 
and  chairman  of  several  large  engineering  and 
other  firms.  Amongst  his  many  beneficent  gifts 
was  one  of  a  nurses'  home,  which  he  has  lately 
endowed  by  gi-\'ing  it  ^500. 
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He  is  a  large  subscriber  to  almost  every  institu- 
tion in  the  neighbourhood,  and  an  honorary  member 
of  nearly  every  benefit  society  in  the  town.  He  is 
a  vice-president  of  the  Small  wood  Hospital,  and  sub- 
scribes to  almost  every  cricket,  football,  and  angling 
club,  besides  being  chairman  of  several.  In  politics 
Mr.  Allcock  is  a  staunch  Liberal.  We  heartily 
wish  him  and  his  company  continued  success. 

Some  particulars  of  the  firm's  novelties  for  the 
present  season  appear  on  the  back  of  our  wrapper. 


OBSERVATIONS  AND  EXPERI- 
ENCES OF  THE  BREEDING 
OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT. 

By  C.  Hevit 
(Hon.  ('haplaia  to  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

The  breeding  of  salmon  and  trout  is  a  subject 
which  must  before  long  be  seriously  taken  in  hand, 
unless  our  fisheries  are  to  go  to  decay.  If  the 
authorities  would  only  take  a  lesson  from  the 
Americans  in  the  matter  of  the  cultivation  of  fish 
and  the  protection  of  fisheries,  there  would  be  good 
hope  that  we  might  see  our  net-fishers  and  anglers 
rejoicing  in  such  takes  as  were  not  uncommon 
sixty  or  seventy  years  ago.  In  those  days  there 
were  plenty  of  streams  in  all  our  land  where 
■salmon  and  trout  could  find  clear  water  rippling 
over  gravelly  beds,  well  suited  to  all  their  require- 
ments. There  they  could  rest  after  their  long  and 
toilsome  journey  from  the  far-off  sea,  and  there,  in 
quietness  andi  peace,  they  could  deposit  their  eggs 
■and  leave  them  in  confidence  and  hope.  But  now 
great  numbers  of  those  lovely  spawning-beds  are 
silted  up  with  coal-dust,  or  foul  with  refuse  from 
manufactories,  or  poisoned  with  less  manifest  but 
quite  as  deadly  chemical  liquids.  There  were  no 
railways  up  our  lonely  glens  amongst  the  hills  in 
those  days.  There  were  no  gangs  of  poachers  from 
iar-ofl'  towns  who  could  take  the  train  in  the 
evening,  get  out  at  some  lonely  station  forty  or 
.fifty  miles  away,  harry  long  stretches  of  water 
through  the  night,  and  return  with  their  spoils  by 
the  early  morning  train.  If  a  like  amount  of  grass- 
land and  moor  had  been  rendered  unproductive, 
and  bands  of  men  had  come  by  train  to  drive  olf 
; sheep  and  cattle  by  night,  what  would  have  been 
-the  state  of  our  flocks  and  herds  now '? 
!  Therefore  something  must  be  done,  and  that 
soon,  or  our  fisheries  will  decline  almost  to 
:  extinction.  County  Councils  and  members  of 
: Parliament  are  no  doubt  useful,  and  a  few  of  them 
do  make  a  noble  fight  on  behalf  of  the  poor  salmon. 
iThey  are  but  a  few  folk  crying  in  the  wilderness — 
the  many  are  quite  apathetic.  A  great  deal  may 
be  done  in  the  way  of  purifying  om*  streams,  but 
■perhaps  more  will  have  to  be  done  by  artificial 
rearing  if  our  fisheries  are  to  be  restored  and  kept 
up  to  a  high  standard.  If  I  were  a  salmon  I  really 
think  I  should  try  if  it  were  possible  to  live  a  jolly 
bachelor  lite  in  the  sea,  without  care  and  with 
plenty  to  eat.  If  marriage  is  a  failure,  it  must  be 
a  terrible  failure  to  many  a  lovesick  salmon. 

Let  me  say  a  few  words  first  on  natural  breeding 
of  salmon  and  trout,  and  secondly,  on  the  artificial 
rearing  of  them.  And  what  I  say  of  salmon  holds 
good  of  trout,  except  that  the  one  goes  back  to  the 
■sea  after  depositing  its  eggs  and  the  other  does  not. 

Sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  there  was  very  little 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  salmon  on  the 
spawning  beds.  The  difficulties  of  observation 
were  many  and  great.  It  was  hard  to  get  a  clear 
view  of  them  in  the  rippling  streams,  and  if  one 
incautiously  showed  oneself  to  them  they  took 
fright  and  retired  into  deep  water.  To  sit  on  a  wet 
bank  or  a  cold  rock  in  the  end  of  November  and 
through  December,  perhaps  in  driving  sleet  or 
snow,  was  not,  on  the  whole,  comfortable.  Now, 
had  it  been  possible  to  take  a  salmon  and  get  it  to 
lay  its  eggs  in  a  nice  comfortable  nest  in  a  tub  by 
the  fire,  observation  would  have  been  easy.  But 
no  salmon  could  be  induced  to  behave  in  this 
reasonable  manner. 

Salmon  rim  up  our  various  rivers  at  all  times  of 
the  year  whenever  the  water  suits  them.  Some 
rivers  are  early  and  some  are  late.  In  the  early 
rivers  the  fish  make  their  way  slowly  up  to  the 
head  waters.  In  the  late  rivers  great  shoals  of 
heavy  fish  come  in  late  in  the  autumn  heavy  in 
spawn  and  make  their  way  up  as  far  as  they  can. 
By  the  end  of  ilovember  great  numbers  get  on  to 
the  spawning  beds,  and  through  December  and 
.January  the  laying  of  eggs  goes  merrily  on  if 
weather  a.,ad  water  are  propitious.    They  are  very 


particular  in  the  choice  of  a  suitable  spot  for  their 
operations.  What  it  is  that  decides  them  in  their 
choice  I  could  never  make  out.  They  must  have 
a  gravelly  bottom,  and  sufficient  stream  over  it  to 
keep  it  clear  of  mud  ;  any  deposit  of  mud  or  sand 
on  the  top  of  the  eggs  is  fatal.  But  I  have  seen 
streams  whicli  looked  in  every  respect  suited  for 
salmon  or  trout  with  scarcely  ever  a  spawning  fish 
on  them,  and  others,  apparently  of  much  the  same 
character,  crowded  with  them.  But  I  judged  that 
the  fish  knew  their  own  business  bettor  than  I  did, 
and  therefore  did  not  interfere. 

You  will  see  them  cruising  about  examining  the 
ground  as  if  they  were  not  quite  able  to  make  up 
their  minds ;  but  when  they  have  once  made  up 
their  minds  the  female  sets  to  work  with  a  will. 
Her  great  broad  tail  sweeps  over  the  gravel  from 
side  to  side  and  sends  it  flying  from  under  her. 
Whether  she  actually  touches  the  gravel  with  her 
tail  or  not  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  not,  except 
sometimes  by  accident.  Were  she  to  do  so,  it 
seems  to  me  that  her  tail  would  be  worn  away  in  a 
short  time.  I  think  she  has  some  knowledge  of 
hydraulic  power,  and  drives  the  water  down  upon 
the  gravel  with  such  force  that  it  is  scattered  on 
each  side  and  away  down  stream  behind  her. 
Opinions  differ  as  to  whether  the  male  fish  takes 
any  part  in  the  making  of  what,  I  sujapose,  we 
may  call  the  nest.  Some  have  told  me  that  the 
male  uses  the  sort  of  horn  which  develops  at  the 
point  of  the  lower  jaw,  at  spawning  time,  to  plough 
up  the  gravel,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  done.  I 
have  had  more  opportunities  of  closely  watching 
large  trout  on  the  spawning  beds  than  salmon, 
therefore  do  not  like  to  speak  positively. 

The  male  fish  takes  up  his  position  a  little  way 
behind  the  female,  and  gives  his  attention  to  keep- 
ing off  intruders.  I  have  seen  a  male  trout  of  a 
pound  rush  at  an  intruder  of  twice  his  size  like  a 
tiger,  drive  him  away,  and  then  draw  up  beside  his 
mate,  and,  I  fancy,  whisper  to  her  that  it  is  all 
right  now,  that  he  will  protect  her,  and  that  she 
can  go  on  with  her  business  without  fear  of  inter- 
ruption ;  then  'drop  back  to  his  place,  or  take  a 
little  cruise  around  just  to  see  that  nobody  is 
lurking  about  who  has  no  business  there.  Gradu- 
ally the  eggs  are  dejiosited  with  much  swishing  of 
tail  and  covered  over  with  gravel.  This  may  take 
more  or  less  time  according  to  circumstances. 
Sometin^es  a  Hood  comes  down  and  plays  terrible 
mischief.  Sometimes  the  water  falls  in  and  leaves 
the  bed  high  and  dry  and  the  eggs  perish.  AVhat 
the  percentage  of  eggs  that  hatch  out  may  be  who 
can  tell  ?  but  in  some  years  I  fear  it  must  be  very 
small.  And  when  the  poor  little  things  come  out 
of  the  egg  they  have  indeed  a  bad  time  of  it ! 
Minnows,  sticklebacks,  and  trout  gobble  them  up 
as  soon  as  they  can  swim.  Ducks  and  certain 
crawling  things  wliich  live  amongst  the  stones  feed 
on  them  before  they  have  absorbed  their  umbilical 
sac.  Kingfishers  sit  on  overhanging  boughs  and 
watch  for  them.  Herons  fill  themselves  with  them, 
and  worse  than  all  when  returning  next  year  to  the 
sea  as  kelts  their  papas  and  mammas  devour  them 
as  pike  would.  Verily,  it  is  strange  that  any  of 
them  ever  reach  the  sea  or  live  to  come  back  again. 

Some  of  the  earliest  experiments  in  the  artificial 
rearing  of  salmon  were  made  in  Nithsdale  by  Mr. 
Shaw,  the  head  keeper  at  Drumlanrig,  and  he  it 
was  who  fired  me  with  a  desire  to  discover  some- 
thing of  the  ways  of  salmon  and  trout.  He 
succeeded  in  rearing  little  fishes  from  the  egg,  and 
thus  proved  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt  that  parr 
were  young  salmon.  Many  peojile  in  those  days 
declared  that  parr  were  young  trout.  Even  as  late 
as  thirty-five  years  ago  I  was  flatly  contradicted  on 
the  question,  but  fortunately  was  able  to  prove 
that  I  was  right.  After  my  companion  and  I  had 
finished  our  discussion  on  salmon  and  their  ways, 
we  talked  of  other  things,  and  then  went  for  a 
walk  in  the  garden.  Suddenly  I  said,  "  By  the 
way,  I  have  some  little  fish  I  want  to  show  you  ; 
I  wish  you  could  tell  me  what  they  are."  We 
went  round  to  the  back  of  the  house  where  I  had 
some  small  parr  in  a  box  half  full  of  gravel  with 
about  three  inches  of  water  running  over  it.  The 
moment  he  saw  them  he  said,  "  They  are  parr  ;  I 
should  have  thought  you  would  have  known  that, 
as  you  have  been  talking  so  positively  about  them." 

"  Yes,"  I  said,  "  I  know  they  are  parr,  and  they 
came  out  of  salmon  eggs  which  were  hatched  out 
ia  that  little  tray  above  them,  and  that  is  why  I 
know  that  they  are  not  young  trout ;  unless  you 
mean  to  say  that  trout  come  ovt  of  salmon  eggs 
and  salirion  out  of  troqt  e"ggs !  " 


But  perhaps  I  shall  interest  the  reader  more  if 
I  tell  him  of  my  own  experience ;  of  my  failures 
and  successes ;  of  the  messes  which  I  made  of 
myself  and  other  people,  and  of  the  nuisance  I  must 
have  been  to  everybody  from  the  time  I  put  my  egga 
into  their  boxes  till  I  carried  off  the  young  salmon 
and  sea  trout  and  placed  them  in  a  nice  little  burn 
about  half  a  mile  above  its  junction  with  the  river. 

It  was  about  five  and  thirty  years  ago  that,  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  found  myself  in  a  position 
to  carry  out  my  long  cherished  scheme.  At  the 
back  of  the  house  was  an  old  cistern  which  at  one 
time  was  filled  from  a  pump,  and  used  to  supply 
the  kitchen  and  back  premises  with  water.  A  new 
water  supply  having  some  time  before  been  put 
into  the  house  this  cistern  had  fallen  out  of  use. 
It  was  discovered  that  it  would  still  hold  water,  ' 
and  that  a  few  slight  repairs  would  put  it  in  working 
order.  But  I  suspected  that  old  pump,  and  also 
the  quality  of  water  in  the  disused  well.  There 
were  old  drains  suspiciously  near  it,  and  I  fancied 
that  it  had  an  odour  not  quite  to  be  expected  from 
pure  water  and  a  taste  which  had  a  certain 
richness  about  it,  but  was  not  altogether  nice ;  so 
I  connected  the  cistern  by  pipes  with  a  spring  not 
far  off,  and  at  length  filled  my  cistern,  turned  on 
the  tap,  and  found  that  I  had  a  sufficient  stream  of 
water.  But  would  the  spring  keep  up  a  good 
supply  for  three  months  ? — suppose  my  pipes  got 
frozen  up,  what  then  ?  So  I  determined  to  keep 
both  sources  of  supply  in  working  order.  And  it 
was  lucky  I  did  so,  for  some  four  weeks  before  the 
eggs  hatched  out  the  spring  failed  a  good  deal,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  supply  the  eggs,  which  up  to  that 
time  had  behaved  remarkably  well,  with  a  blended 
water.  Some  people  say  that  a  blended  whisky  is 
better  and  more  wholesome  than  that  which  comes 
from  a  single  still,  and  the  blend  of  water  did  not 
disagree  with  the  eggs. 

Now  the  boxes  had  to  be  made.  There  is  no 
need  that  I  should  trouble  you  with  dimensions. 
You  can  have  no  idea  of  the  trouble  I  had  with  the 
local  carpenter.  Like  others  of  his  fraternity,  he 
seemed  to  think  that  he  knew  what  I  wanted  much 
better  than  I  did  myself.  When  I  told  him  that  I 
wanted  two  boxes  of  certain  dimensions  to  hold 
water,  he  suggested  that  barrels  would  be  much 
more  siiitable  for  the  purpose,  not  knowing,  of 
course,  in  the  least  what  my  purpose  was.  But  at 
last  I  got  him  to  make  them  exactly  as  I  ordered, 
and  when  I  got  them  home  and  set  them  up  found 
they  were  not  the  right  size  and  not  the  right 
shape.  However,  I  could  not  find  courage  to 
confess  that  I  had  been  wrong,  lest  he  should  say, 
"  I  told  you  so."  I  set  to  work,  and  at  last 
managed  to  get  them  into  their  places,  filled  them 
with  fine  sifted  gravel  from  the  burn,  and  turned 
on  the  water  in  triumph.  The  upper  box  was 
about  three  inches  below  the  tap,  and  the  lower 
one  about  three  inches  below  the  upper.  The  end 
of  the  lower  one  was  placed  close  against  the  end 
of  the  upper  box,  and  the  idea  was  that  the  water 
from  the  tap  was  to  fall  into  the  upper  box  and 
carry  air  in  bubbles  to  the  bottom  of  it,  and  then 
flow  into  the  lower  box  with  a  fall  of  a  few  inches, 
so  as  to  aerate  that  box  also. 

With  pride  I  watched  the  water  fill  the  upper 
box,  but,  alas !  it  did  not  flow  into  the  lower  one ; 
it  ran  all  over  the  sides  and  end  of  the  box.  I  had 
forgotten  to  cut  the  groove  and  place  the  little 
spout  in  position  which  was  to  convey  the  water 
from  one  to  the  other.  I  tried  to  stop  the  water. 
The  tap  would  not  move  ;  do  what  I  would  I  could 
not  turn  it.  I  rushed  off  to  find  some  instrument 
with  which  to  turn  it,  and  after  long  seeking  dis- 
covered a  i)owerful  pair  of  pincers.  By  this  time 
the  water  had  run  all  over  the  place,  and  I  began 
to  feel  a  sense  of  animosity  against  that  tap.  I 
seized  the  key  with  the  pincers  and  at  once  broke 
it  off,  and  the  tap  kept  running  serenely  on,  its 
voice  seeming  to  have  a  mocking  note  of  triumph 
it  it.  "  I  will  stop  your  games,"  I  said,  and  fetch- 
ing a  cork  cut  it  as  nearly  as  I  could  in  my  haste  to 
fit  the  tap,  and  stuffed  it  well  up.  For  a  moment 
the  tap  seemed  puzzled.  Then,  as  the  force  of 
water  increased,  it  began  to  chuckle  and  fizzle  and 
squirt  in  all  directions,  till  at  last,  being  pretty 
well  wet  all  over,  I  had  to  give  it  up.  That  tap 
was  one  too  many  for  me.  I  cut  off  the  water 
from  the  cistern,  and  let  it  empty  itself  as  it  liked. 
I  really  think  that  tap  smiled  when  the  cook  came 
running  out  to  say  that  the  water  was  all  over  her 
kitchen  floor,  making  a  horrid  moss.  I  think  I 
could  have  stood  up  to  one  or  the  other  of  them,  but 
an  irate  cook  f),nd  a  triumphant  tap  together  were 
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too  much  for  me.  I  fled  and  left  them  to  settle 
the  matter  between  them. 

But  to  make  a  long  story  short,  after  many  difli- 
culties  and  troubles  I  got  things  in  order,  and  all 
was  ready  to  lay  down  the  eggs. 

{To  be  contiwued.) 


THE  EAKL  OP  DENBIGH'S  NEW 
-  :;.:FISHEEY  AT  YSCEIFIOG. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Feildino,  the  director  of  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh's  fisheries,  has  just  completedjanother  set 


ponds.  These  channels  arc  fixed  at  about  six- 
inches  below  the  normal  height  of  the  water  in  the 
distributing  pond.  They  have  a  screen  at  each 
end  so  that  no  dchris  can  get  in  and  choke  them, 
and  the  fish  cannot  escape.  In  addition,  the  end 
that  projects  into  the  distributing  pond  is  fitted 
with  a  small  hand  sluice,  by  means  of  which  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  yearling  ponds  is  regulated. 
In  this  way  each  yearling  pond  receives  an 
independent  supply  of  water— an  important  matter, 
and  one  that  is  only  too  frequently  overlooked. 

The  water  passes  from  the  yearling  ponds  into 
the  two-year-old  ponds   through  horizontal  box 


"OLD  DICK." 


TuE  pponing  day  of  my  holiday  had  come  and 
gone;  sport  had  been  a  blank,  but  that  was 
"  through  no  fault  of  my  own,"  for  it  had  blown  so 
hard  that  no  boats  were,  as  the  harbour  authorities 
put  it,  "Allowed  out."  In  the  face  of  this  kindly 
meant  though  somewhat  unnecessary  warning — no 
boat  could  possibly  have  got  out — I,  being  deter- 
mined not  to  lose  a  day's  fisliing,  had  to  do  the 
best  I  could  in  the  harbour.  To  this  end  I 
borrowed  "Old  Dick's"  spear  and  tried  for  eels. 
"Old  Dick"  is  my  boatman,  and-^thcj-best  fisher- 


Geneeaij  Areangement  of  Ponds. 


JNLETS  FEOM  YeAELIKG  INTO  TwO-YEAE-OLD  PONDS. 


of  rearing  ponds — yearling  and  two-year-old — to 
cope  with  the  increasing  demand  for  live  trout  for 
stocking  purposes.  They  are  located  at  Ysceifiog, 
about  eight  miles  inland  from  Holywell,  North 
Wales,  and  the  simplicity  of  construction  and 
perfect  working  of  them  will  assuredly  prove  an 
object  lesson  to  fish-culturists  generally. 

What  Mr.  Feilding  has  really  done  is  to  combine 
all  the  most  simple  yet  perfect  apparatus  and  [ 
methods,  and  discard  all  complicated  contrivances. 
He  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  result.  The 
ponds  are  eleven  in  number — four  yearling  at  each 
end  of  the  set,  and  three  two-year-old  at  right 


screens,  at  once  the  most  simple  and  perfect  screen 
in  existence.  Thus  each  of  the  outside  two-year- 
old  ponds  receive  the  whole  of  the  water  supply 
from  the  four  yearling  ponds  that  feed  it,  and  each 
of  these  supplies  has  only  passed  through  one 
yearling  pond.  The  whole  of  the  supply  flows 
from  the  two  outside  two-year-old  ponds,  through 
horizontal  box  screens  into  the  centre  two-year-old 
pond. 

The  height  of  water  in  the  ponds  is  regulated 
and  the  ponds  emptied — each  independently,  in 
sections,  or  the  whole  of  them  at  once — by 
"pepper-box"  sluices,  and  the  illustrations  quite 


man  round  that  coast  The  is  good  company,  too, 
though  self-willed  and  ^nclinedjto  take  one  where 
he  thinks  right,  and  to  keep  one  there.  If  a  sugges- 
tion of  moving  on  is  made  he  will  wax  wroth  and 
say,  "  We'll  stop  where  we  are,  sir,  if  you  please  ; 
this  'ere  boat  ain't  no  Moss  Rose — no,  nor  no  Slaj- 
larJc  neither  ;  this  ain't  no  trip  round  the  pier  an' 
back ;  if  you're  out  for  fishing,  sir,  I'll  take  you 
where  they  are,  but  if  you're  out  for  a  pleasure 
cruise  why  you're  aboard  the  wrong  craft  an'  we'ed 
as  well  go  ashore  agin."  This  was  Dick's  set 
speech,  and  generally  had  its  efiect;  nor  was  his 
boast  of  "  finding  the  fish  "  an  idle  one,  his  judg- 


Aeeangembnt  op  Hoeizontal  Sceeens. 


Near  View  op  Controlling  Sluices. 


angles  to  the  yearling  in  the  middle.  At  either 
end  of  the  series  are  distributing  ponds,  also  at 
right  angles  to  the  yearling  ponds,  and  these  in 
their  turn  are  at  right  angles  to  the  main  stream 
that  feeds  the  fishery.  The  method  of  arrangement 
is  made  clear  by  tlie  illustration,  and  it  works 
j)erfectly  after  the  following  manner : — 

The  distributing  ponds  are  kept  filled  with  a 
copious  supply  of  water  from  the  main  stream. 
The  water  is  conducted  from  the  distributing  ponds 
into  the  yearling  ponds  through  underground 
channels,  which  pass  through  the  solid  bank  that 
divifies  the  distributing  pond  from  the  yearling 


clearly  show  the  position  of  these  sluices.  Here, 
again,  the  "  pepper-box "  sluice  is,  beyond  any 
doubt,  the  most  simple  and  perfect  apparatus  for 
the  purpose. 

The  whole  fishery  has  been  formed  and  the 
apparatus  made  and  fixed  inside  of  four  months. 
Certainly  Ysceifiog  deserves  the  title — "A  model 
fishery." 

[This  accoimt  and  the  illustrations  are  con- 
tributed by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. — Ed. J 

American  Books —A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marsloii 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St,  Dunstan's  House  Fet{.er-lane,  Loudon. 


ment  in  the  matter  being  based  on  sound  experience. 
His  eel  spear — a  mighty  weapon  kept  brightly 
polished — was  one  of  the  joys  of  his  heart.  I  have 
seen  him  do  great  execution  with  it,  and,  as  he 
said,  '■  If  I'd  cut  a  notch  in  that  wood  for  every 
big  'un  I've  had  why  there'd  be  no  'andle  left." 
So  when,  after  much  persuasion,  he  lent  it  to  me  I 
marched  proudly  ofl'  along  the  parade  fully  deter- 
mined to  go  and  do  likewise.  I  was  not  altogether 
the  success  I  had  hoped  to  be  ;  standing  with  some- 
what unstable  footing  in  a  small  boat  and  plimging 
a  heavy  spear  into  water  of  unknown  and  varying 
depth  appears  to  me  to  be  more  dangerous  for  the 
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fisher  than  for  the  eel.  A  small  audience  gathered 
round  ;  several  smacksmen  sheltering  in  the  light- 
house from  the  ceaseless  rain  came  out  and  gave 
professional  advice — "  Slant  it,  sir,  slant  it "  ;  I 
jabbed  with  greater  vigour. 

"  Mind  the  boat,  sir !  Jim,  have  that  rope 
ready." 

I  worked  away  hard,  and  one  by  one  I  brought 
to  the  surface  a  series  of  useful  homely  articles 
rudely  disturbed  from  their  last  resting  place. 
First  came  a  long-forgotten  kettle,  then  a  despoiled 
milk-can,  and,  lastly,  a  neglected  tea-tray.  I  lilje 
to  think  that  the  comfortable  train  of  thought 
these  established  had  more  to  do  with  my  early 
return  to  home  than  had  either  the  wind,  the 
weather,  or  my  lack  of  sport.  Anyhow,  with 
another  dig  or  two  into  the  mud — the  last  striking 
some  harder  substance,  rock  apparently,  for  the 
spear  came  up  bent  all  ways — and  having  still  no 
sign  of  an  eel  I  pulled  back  to  the  quayside  and 
walked,  leaning  well  against  the  gale,  along  the 
deserted  parade  till  I  came  to  a  quaint  wooden 
cottage,  the  front  decorated  with  nets  hung  on 
rusty  nails,  and  the  garden  overgrown  with  spars, 
ropas,  a  trawl-beam,  an  old  boat,  and  some  crab 
and  lobster  pots.  This,  so  the  home-painted  board 
over  the  door  informed  the  world,  was  the  marine 
residence  of  "  Mr.  Eichard  Gillam,  Fisherman," 
and,  by  way  of  ornamentation  combined  with 
practical  use,  there  were  two  wooden  flags  that 
waved  eternally,  wind  or  no  wind,  bearing  the 
words,  "  Boats  on  Hire,"  "  Tackle  Provided."  Mr. 
Richard  was  always  pleased  to  "  provide  tackle  "  ; 
the  gear  his  father  used  was  good  enough  for  him, 
and  he  wanted  it  to  be  good  enough  for  everyone. 
That  point,  however,  I  always  argued,  nor  would 
ever  give  in  upon. 

"  Well,  Dick  1  " 

"  Well,  sir  I    No  eels,  I  suppose  ?  " 
"  No,  Dick,  not  one." 

"  I  see  you  ain't  bin'  altogether  idle  though, 
sir,"  eyeing  the  bent  spear  ruefully  ;  "  bin'  having 
a  go  at  the  cliffs  ?  There,  never  mind,  sir,  it  about 
squares  up  for  that  fancy  rod  of  yourn ;  how  many 
bits  did  I  make  of  that,  four  warn't  it  ?  " 

"  Five,  Dick,"  I  say,  laughing  at  the  memory  of 
his  terrific  strike  and  its,  to  him,  surprising  result. 
"  Five,  but  we  got  the  fish,  didn't  we  ?  " 

"  So  we  did,  sir.  Somehow,  I  can't  abide  them 
bits  o'  toys."  "  Old  Dick  "  is  ever  loyal  to  his  lines 
and  chop-sticks,  and  being  a  shade  touchy  on  the 
subject  I  hasten  to  change  it.  "  Capital  tea  this, 
Dick,"  I  say  ;  the  old  boy  smiles  well  pleased,  tea 
and  grog  are  the  extent  of  his  cookery  knowledge, 
but  judging  by  them  he  might  have  made  another 
Soyer. 

"  And  'now  what  about  to-morrow,  how's  the 
weather  ?  "     "  Clearing  nicely,  wind's  got  right 
round."    "  Good,  then  we'll  have  the  boat  out 
early;  where  shall  we  go,  off  the  Point?"  Dick 
never  takes  suggestions  as  I  know,  so  I  am  ready 
for  his  answer.    "  No,  sir,  no,  we'll  go  away  down 
to  the  Flat  Rocks,  it's  a  goodish  pull,  but  that's 
where  the  fish  '11  be,  like  as  not  we'll  pick  up  a 
bass  or  two  on  the  way."    This  sounds  hopeful, 
so  with  a  cheery,"  good  night,"  andacaution  notto 
"  lie  abed  "  from  Dick,  I  hurry  off  home  to  put  my 
gear  straight  and  ready  for  the  morrow.  The 
morning  brought  sunshine  and  blue  sky,  and  a 
gentle  shore  breeze,  that  kept  the  little  wavelets 
ever  on  the  move,  would  serve  to  sail  us  pleasantly 
down  to  the  Flat  Rocks ;  everything  seemed  to 
point  to  a  pei'fect  day,  but  alas  for  our  project, 
Dick  was  down  with  "  roomatica,"  as  he  termed  a 
blend  of   sciatica   and  rheumatism,  and  I  was 
perforce  obliged  to  go  alone.     "Try  the  Black 
Buoy  ground,  sir,  that  ain't  far  to  go  and  you  know 
the  marks."    "  All  right,  Dick,  I  will,"  but  as  I 
push  off  it  occurs  to  me  that  this  is  a  chance  to  try 
an  idea  of  my  own  and  to  fish  just  wheresoe'er  my 
fancy  listeth.    Old  Dick,  who  was  a  very  autocrat 
of  boatman,  kept  entirely  to  his  own  grounds  and 
marks,  nor  would  he  ever  try  any  new  spot.  To-day, 
then,  sincerely  hoping  that  he  was  not  watching 
from  his  cottage  window,  I  rowed  straight  out  for 
about  a  mile,  and  being  at  that  distance  unable  to 
hear  the  remarks  of   Aged  Richard,  being  also 
reckless  of  the  fact  that  the  church  was  not  in  line 
with  the  pierhead,  nor  the  town  l?all  with  the  fort, 
I  let  go  the  anchor,  swung  round  to  the  tide,  baited 
up  and  commenced  fishing.    Apparently  I  was  on 
broken  ground,  small  rocks  with  sandy  patches 
between ;  certainly  there  were  fish  about,  for  with 
my  first  cast  up  came  a  fine  plaice,  over  31b.  I 
judged  him,  another,  and  another  ;  so  it  went  on.  I 


must  have  lighted  upon  a  mass  meeting  of  monster 
flat-fish  ;  never  before  had  I  had  such  sport.  In  less 
than  three  hours  there  were  over  sixty  "  big  'uns  " 
in  the  boat.  Only  two  other  days  in  my  life  have 
been  like  that,  and  they  were  the  two  following ; 
plaice  mostly,  but  dabs  ;  lemon  sole  and  brill  came 
in  also ;  then  as  the  tide  fell  away  the  fish  went 
with  it,  and  as  the  biting  ceased  I  rode  in,  proud  of 
my  take,  but  not  at  all  sure  as  to  what  Dick  would 
say.  Arrived  at  the  beach  I  was  soon  the  centre 
of  a  crowd,  and  as  the  fame  of  my  catch  was  noised 
abroad  it  reached  the  cottage,  and  old  Dick  came 
hobbling  down  with  a  somewhat  grim  look ;  in  the 
face  of  general  opinion  he  had  to  be  pleased,  how- 
ever bequalified  his  praise. 

"  I  could  see  you  was  among  'em,"  said  he, 
"though  I  can't  say  as  I  holds  with  these  new 
ways  of  yourn  ;  better  stick  to  the  old  marks." 

He  was  somewhat  molHfied  later,  and  even 
grunted  approval  when  I  gave  him  most  of  the 
take ;  indeed,  he  was  kind  enough  to  say  I  might 
try  again  to-morrow.  So  next  morning  saw  me 
early  up  and  off— not  quite  early  enough  though, 
for  where  yesterday  I  was  alone,  to-day  ten  boats 
are  already  at  work,  mostly  professional  fishermen, 
too.  They  are  not  on  the  right  ground  though, 
for  as  I  row  past  them,  "  Any  sport  ?  "  I  call,  and 
the  answers  in  beach  lingo  are  all  negative.  "  If 
you  don't  mind  we're  comin'  with  you,  sir,"  they 
say,  and  away  we  all  go. 

I  feel  a  thrill  of  pride  as  this  little  flotilla  follows 
in  my  wake.  Arrived  at  the  groimd  we  form  up 
and  are  soon  busy,  more  so  than  yesterday  even, 
fish  after  fish  coming  inboard  ;  fine  tackle  or  coarse, 
handline  or  rod,  all  are  doing  well,  and  great  good 
temper  reigns  ;  the  professionals  send  a  boat  ashore 
laden.  I  am  quite  the  hero  of  the  hour.  "  We  shall 
know  where  to  go  fishing  now,  sir,"  someone 
shouts.  "  We  shall  go  wherever  you  do."  "Aye, 
aye,"  they  all  say  in  Greek-like  chorus.  This  is 
not  altogether  what  I  could  wish,  who  am  ever  a 
seeker  after  solitude  ;  it  is  wiser  to  smile  and  look 
pleased,  however  ;  but  I  register  a  mental  vow  that 
should  this  "come  one,  come  all"  mood  continue 
I  will  one  day  take  them  to  some  barren,  Ashless 
spot,  and  so  sacrifice  my  reputation  for  ever;  I 
have  no  wish  to  lead  an  "  everywhere-that-Mary- 
went"  sort  of  existence.  Sport  continued  until, 
as  on  the  previous  day,  the  falling  tide  took 
the  fish  out  with  it;  tlien  we  all  rowed  ashore 
mightily  pleased,  and  I  received  a  little  more 
grudging  praise  from  Dick.  We  were  all  out 
again  next  morning;  it  proved  to  be  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  other  two,  only  that  there  were  more 
boats,  more  fish,  and  more  compliments ;  but 
from  that  time  forth,  and,  herein  is  a  mystery,  they 
talk  of  it  along  the  beach  to  this  day,  the  sport 
ended  as  suddenly  as  it  began.  Out  we  all  went, 
to-day's  fleet  included  another  boat  or  two  ;  the  tide 
rose,  the  tide  fell,  and  we  all  fished.  There  was  a 
feeling  "  that  they  must  come  on  soon,"  but  did 
they  ?  No,  they  did  not,  neither  then  nor  since  ; 
never  has  pantomime  goblin  vanished  more  com- 
pletely into  thin  air  than  did  those  fish.  Something 
of  its  old  name  still  clings  to  the  spot,  and  one  may 
occasionally  see  a  boat  or  two  anchored  up  patiently 
vj^aiting  for  the  "  big  'uns  "  to  return.  My  short- 
lived fame  has  faded.  No  boats  follow  me  now. 
Solitude  is  my  own  again,  and  "  Old  Dick  "  is 
triumphant. 

"  Ah  I  it's  a  mystery,  sir,  that's  what  it  is,"  he 
says  sometimes,  "but  you  see  I  was  right  now, 
warn't  I?  Them  new  begotten  ideas  they  don't 
last.  There  ain't  no  stay  in  em,  an'  if  you  don't 
believe  me  ask  'em  along  the  beach  " — this  argu- 
ment he  considers  a  "clincher" — "an'  see  how 
many  '11  come  with  you." 

"Dick,"  I  say,  "you're  right;  none  of  them 
would." 

Dick  likes  the  last  word.    "  Yes,  sir,"  be  saya. 
"  I'm  right ;  the  old  marks  is  best  after  all." 

Robert  Stanley. 


THE  ENTOMOLOGY  OF  THE 
ERNE.* 


{Continued  from  page  130.) 
"  Well,  here  goes  for  the  river  I "  said  the 
Squire,  putting  on  his  mackintosh  as  he  went 
downstairs,  while  Pat  took  down  his  rod  and 
handed  it  to  him  out  of  the  window,  and  the 
Scholar  threw  a  shoe  at  him  for  luck. 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.,  F.Q. 


"  It  will  never  do  to  fish  this  river  to-morrow," 
said  the  Captain,  as  they  crossed  the  little  bridge 
that  connects  Rose  Isle  with  the  main  land  ;  "  it 
is  perfectly  impossible  that  the  water  should  run 
clear  so  soon:  look  how  it  comes  over  the  little 
fall ;  it  is  a  regular  flood." 

"  AVe  must  try  Lough  Melvin  again,"  said  the 
Parson. 

"  Why,  the  Squire  will  be  having  out  those 
confounded  cross-lines,"  said  the  Captain,  "  and 
that  is  terrible  slow  work.  If  we  are  to  have  a 
turn  at  lake  fishing,  what  do  you  say  to  Lough 
Derg  ?    We  have  none  of  us  seen  that." 

"  I  have,"  said  the  Parson,  "  and  know  some- 
thing about  it.  You  will  not  find  Lough  Derg  so 
good  fishing-ground  as  Lough  Melvin:  but  there 
are  some  goodish  trout  in  it,  too ;  and  it  is  worth 
seeing  for  its  own  sake.  I  do  not  mind  if  I  do 
give  up  a  day  to  it.  We  must  make  the  Squire 
go." 

"  And  go  pretty  early,"  said  the  Captain  ;  "  it 
cannot  be  less  than  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  off." 

"  No,"  said  the  Parson,  "  that  is  about  the  dis- 
tance ;  but  we  can  sleep  at  Pettigoe — there  is  a 
very  fair  inn  there — and  come  back  early  the  next 
day.  I  suppose  by  that  time  the  river  will  be 
ready  for  us,  and  one  day's  fishing  will  be  quite 
enough  for  Lough  Derg." 

"  Upon  my  word,"  said  the  Captain,  stopping 
and  looking  anxiously  into  the  water,  which,  though 
the  actual  rain  had  ceased,  was  still  rising  and 
coming  down  thicker  and  thicker.  "I  am  not 
quite  so  sure  about  the  river  being  ready  for  us ;  it 
is  like  a  winter's  flood." 

"  I  do  not  know  when  I  have  seen  it  so  high," 
said  the  Parson.  "  If  a  good  stiff  gale  from  the 
west  were  to  spring  up  just  now  and  bank  up  the 
waters,  the  lands  and  title  of  Enniskillen  might 
pass  back  again  into  the  old  family." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 
"  It  is  a  story  of  these  parts,"  said  the  Parson, 
"  and  rather  characteristic  of  the  people,  too.  I 
suppose  you  have  been  here  long  enough  to  have 
heard  that  all  this  country  once  belonged  to  the 
families  of  Maguire,  MacManus,  and  O'Ruarke, 
who  used  to  live  here  in  great  happiness  and  pro- 
sperity, and  fight  peaceably  among  themselves  all 
the  year  round,  much  in  the  style  in  which  we  saw 
them  fighting  the  other  day.  And  so  they  might 
have  gone  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  had  not 
Oliver  Cromwell  put  an  end  to  their  golden  age, 
and  made  them  fast  friends,  by  attacking  them 
all  three.  Well,  you  know  the  result — he  kicked 
out  every  mother's  son  of  them,  and  put  very 
worthy  men,  friends  of  his  own,  into  their  place. 
But  I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  you  do  not  know, 
what  I  believe  is  perfectly  true,  that  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  ejected  families  keep  religiously  their 
old  title-deeds,  and  mark  from  time  to  time  the  old 
boundaries,  regularly  bequeathing  or  entailing  them, 
just  as  if  they  conveyed  the  actual  possession  of 
the  different  properties.  They  do  this  in  faith, 
waiting  for  the  good  time  that  is  coming,  when 
every  man  shall  get  his  own  again. 

"  This  is  done  among  all  the  families,  and  all  the 
subdivisions  of  the  great  clans ;  but  on  the  chief  of 
the  Maguires  there  hung  a  special  fate,  by  which 
he  lost,  and  must  inevitably  have  lost,  his  title  and 
property.  So,  also,  there  is  a  special  prophecy  by 
which  the  representative  of  the  family  must  as 
inevitably  regain  it.  The  thing  is  certam.  All 
that  is  obscure  is  the  time,  and  this  will  be  in- 
dicated by  the  river. 

"  I  had  the  story  myself  from  the  lips  of  the 
Lord  of  Enniskillen  de  jure ;  who,  though  in  pos- 
session of  the  title-deeds,  and  ultimately,  no  doubt, 
the  ti-ansmitter  of  the  true  succession,  was  not  too 
proud  to  serve,  in  the  meantime,  as  deputy-assis- 
tant-helper, or  something  of  that  sort,  in  the 
stables  of  the  Lord  of  Enniskillen  de  facto.  I  am 
speaking  now  of  some  twenty  years  ago,  when  I 
was  a  boy ;  and  what  has  become  of  this  ragged 
Lord  of  Enniskillen,  or  whether  he  has  been 
gathered  to  his  mighty  forefathers,  and  succeeded 
by  his  son,  whose  title,  I  presume,  must  have  been 
Jjord  Maguire,  not  Lord  Cole,  I  cannot  say. 

"  However,  this  is  his  story.  Y'ou  recollect  the 
little  island  which  you  see  on  your  left  hand  as 
you  enter  the  town  of  Enniskillen  by  the  northern 
bridge.  It  is  not  half-a-dozen  yards  across,  but  it 
once  contained  a  cell,  or  kill,  and  is  the  real  Ennis- 
killen, or  Island  of  the  Church,  from  which  the 
ancient  lord  took  his  title ;  as,  I  presume,  the 
modern  lord  does  now.  Now,  upon  this  island 
depends  the  fate  of  the  possessor  of  that  property 
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and  title.  Whenever  the  flood  at  Enniskillen 
rises  high  enough  to  cover  that  island,  both  the 
one  and  the  other  jjass  out  of  the  family  that  holds 
them.  If  there  ever  were  lords  Dei  gratia,  it  is 
the  Lords  of  Enniskillen. 

Well,  the  story  goes  that  in  Cromwell's  time 
the  Maguires  aided  the  other  western  families,  who 
had  now  sense  enough  to  lay  aside  their  domestic 
feuds  and  were  making  good  head  against  the 
Sassenagh  ;  when  there  came  on  one  of  these  lake 
floods,  followed  by  a  furious  west  wind  and  a 
banking  up  of  the  waters  in  the  narrow  strait. 

"  The  Maguires  were  encamped  upon  the  great 
island,  which  was  their  stronghold,  and  throughout 
the  long  and  stormy  night  did  they  sit  on  the  bank 
watching  the  palladium  of  their  family.  Women 
were  weeping,  men  were  trembling,  priests  were 
invoking  every  saint  in  the  Irish  calendar  ;  but  still 
the  waters  rose  and  rose,  and  the  little  island  grew 
small,  and  smaller  still.  There  was  hope  yet ;  for 
the  slightest  lull  in  the  wind,  the  slightest  altera- 
tion in  its  direction,  would  have  permitted  the 
waves  to  roll  back.  But  it  was  not  to  be.  As  the 
day  broke,  the  gale,  instead  of  diminishing,  in- 
creased in  fury  ;  and  when  the  sun  rose  on  the 
dismayed  and  affrighted  clan,  the  island  of  their 
destinies  was  lost  beneath  the  waves," 

"  The  Coles  seem  fully  alive  to  the  consequences 
of  a  second  submersion,"  said  the  Captain  :  "  but 
their  precautions  are  more  in  accordance  with  the 
genius  of  the  nineteenth  century.  They  seem  to 
have  trusted  less  to  prayer,  and  more  to  brick  and 
mortar.  There  is  a  good  strong  wall  built  now 
round  the  holy  island." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Parson,  "  we  keep  our  super- 
stitions, while  we  cast  away  the  faith  that  pro- 
duced them.  I  remember  making  some  foolish 
observation  to  poor  Tommy  Maguire  about  it,  and 
asking  him  if  he  did  not  mean  to  get  his  friends  to 
make  a  breach  in  the  wall,  m  case  of  any  promising 
rise  of  the  river.  I  cannot  say  but  that  I  felt  myself 
rebuked  by  his  grave  reply — '  Whenever  it  pleases 
the  Almighty  that  the  Magmres  shall  get  their 
own  again,  it  is  not  the  Coles'  wall  that  will  keep 
the  waters  out.' " 

"  There  certainly  is  a  very  curious  mixture  of 
deep  and  earnest  faith  with  all  their  superstitions, 
and  with  most  of  their  vices,"  said  the  Captain, 
gravely.  "  Well,  Paddy  is  a  very  queer  animal, 
and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  good  in  him.  But, 
heavens  and  earth  1  what  is  this  ?  "  said  he,  inter- 
rupting himself.  "  Why  the  Squire  has  caught  a 
fish.  Look  at  that  scoundrel  Pat  Gallagher 
holding  it  up  to  us  in  triumph  as  he  goes  over  the 
bridge.  Why  it's  not  possible.  I  will  not  believe  it." 

But  it  was  possible  ;  and  Pat,  happy  and  trium- 
phant, crossed  over  to  the  island,  holding  it  up  by 
the  tail,  followed  by  the  Squire  with  the  great  rod 
on  his  shoulder. 

"  Did  not  I  tell  your  reverence  that  we'd  catch 
the  fish  to-day  ?  " 

"  Honestly,  now,"  said  the  Captain,  "  have  you 
had  no  secret  ambassador  at  the  fish-house  ?  " 

"  Honestly,  I  caught  this  fish  myself  at  Earl's 
Throw,"  said  the  Squire ;  and  had  another  rise, 
besides,  at  Mois  Ruah.  I  cannot  account  for  it 
myself.  I  never  saw  anything  like  it  before ;  and 
when  I  left  you  and  went  down  the  river  I  had  as 
much  hope  of  catching  a  fish  as  I  had  of  catching 
an  elephant.  It  is  a  fine  white  fish,  too  ;  eleven 
pounds  good,  and  just  out  of  the  sea :  you  may 
see  the  salt-water  lice  on  him  still :  and  a  capital 
fight  he  made,  for  the  water  there  is  going  down 
like  a  mill-sluice." 

"  By  George  I  I  wish  I  had  gone."  said  the 
Captain. 

"  It  would  be  no  good  for  your  honour  to  go," 
said  Pat ;  "  sure  it  was  not  to  your  honour  that 
the  dream  was  sent." 

"  Oh,  oh !  I  had  forgotten,  Squire ;  you  are  a 
favourite  of  Queen  Mab's." 

"  I  am  afraid,  under  these  circumstances,"  said 
the  Parson,  "  you  will  not  be  induced  to  listen 
very  favourably  to  oiu:  proposal.  We  talk  of  going 
to  Lough  Derg  to-morrow." 

"Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  should  like  to 
give  my  fly  a  fair  trial ;  and  I  cannot  do  that  when 
the  water  begins  to  clear,  and  your  flies  catch  as 
well  as  mine." 

"  Well,  as  we  are  not  favourites  of  the  fairies," 
said  the  Parson,  "  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not 
go.  You,  Pat,  would  like  to  stay  and  see  after  your 
fly.  So,  Squire,  if  you  will  spare  us  M'Gowan  you 
may  keep  him.  M'Gowan  pulls  a  better  oar,  and 
he  and  Slievan  will  be  quite  enough  for  us." 


"Agreed,"  said  the  Squire.  "And  now  to  dress 
for  dinner.  I  will  say  that  that  Anne  is  the 
queen  of  cooks,  and  deserves  all  the  love  the 
Captain  bestows  on  her." 

"  In  all  my  fishing  experience,"  said  the  Parson, 
"  I  never  fared  so  well  as  we  do  at  Mother  John- 
stone's, worthy  old  soul  that  she  is." 

"  She  is  not  unlikely  to  give  us  an  extra  good 
dinner  to-day,"  said  the  Squire  ;  "  she  always  does 
on  bad  days,  by  way  of  consoling  us." 

"  You  have  deprived  yourself  of  that  plea.  Squire, 
by  catching  that  fish.  Pat,  you  rascal,  have  him 
up  to  the  kitchen  at  once.  The  chances  are  we 
have  nothing  but  eels  for  dinner  to-day.  No  one 
could  catch  a  trout  unless  the  fairies  had  favoured 
him." 

"By  the  bye,  Squire,  what  do  you  call  the  new 
fly?" 

"  We  have  not  given  it  a  name  yet,"  said  the 
Squire.  "  What  do  you  say  to  the  '  Fairy- fly  '  ? 
Eather  a  pretty  name,  is  not  it  ?  " 

"  Ah,  now,  your  honour,  the  good  people  do  not 
like  you  to  talk  about  their  gifts." 

"  Well,  then,  considering  the  sort  of  day  we 
made  it  on,  I  should  say  '  Foul-weather  jack  ' 
would  do  very  well." 

"  '  Foul- weather  Jack  '  it  is,"  said  Pat  reverently, 
pouring  a  tin  cup  full  of  whisky  over  it. 

[Concluded.] 


Al  SPINNEE,  PATENT. 


The  advantages  claimed  for  this  spinner  are : — 
It  has  a  split  metal  head  which  will  fit  any  bait 
and  protect  it  from  being  injured  or  destroyed  by 


weeds,  stones,  etc.  It  has  a  life-like  appearance. 
It  is  impossible  to  throw  the  bait  off  when  spinning 
as  the  leaded  wire  passes  down  it  and  out  at  the 
vent ;  at  the  end  of  this  wire  a  loop  is  made  and  a 
treble  hook  attached.  All  hooks  are  interchange- 
able and  can  be  altered  at  will  for  any  size  desired. 
The  leaded  wire  can  be  used  straight  or  bent  to 
any  curve.  Of  course  the  spinner  can  be  had  with- 
out lead  if  required  of  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co., 
Eedditch. 

[We  hope  to  give  it  a  trial  presently,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  the  result  being  very  satisfactory. — Ed.] 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  127.) 

CHAPTER  \.— continued. 

This  clean  sand  should  now  be  placed  in  the 
aquarium  to  a  depth  of  from  2in.  to  4in.,  according 
to  the  size  of  the  tank  and  the  character  of  the 
plants  which  are  to  be  introduced.  But  if  the 
aquarium  is  bell-shaped,  all  its  lower  portion  may 
with  advantage  be  filled  with  sand  until  it  reaches 
that  part  of  the  vessel  where  the  sides  begin  to  be 
vertical.    This  will  both  lessen  the  depth  of  the 

♦  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


water  and  increase  the  rooting-space  for  vegetation. 
Over  the  sand  a  layer  of  some  fine  gravel  should  be 
put,  which  also  must  be  washed  perfectly  clean. 
This  gravel  may  be  obtained  from  a  river  or  stream, 
but  that  which  has  been  sifted  from  the  bird-sand 
will  do  very  well.  The  gravel  is  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  fish  and  their  comrades  from 
turning  up  the  sand  and  sediment,  and  thus  inter- 
fering with  the  clearness  of  the  water.  Charcoal 
is  sometimes  buried  in  the  sand  —for  it  has  the 
power  to  some  extent  of  counteracting  putrefaction 
and  preventing  unpleasant  smells.  Its  presence, 
however,  in  the  aquarium  has  its  drawbacks  :  if 
allowed  to  float  in  the  water  it  will  look  unsightly; 
and  if  sunk  in  the  sand  there  will  be  a  difficulty  in 
renewing  it  when  its  efficiency  as  a  deodoriser  has 
gone.  A  properly-stocked  aquarimn  needs  no 
charcoal. 

Among  the  occupants  of  an  aquarium  there  will 
be  some  which  will  not  care  to  remain  in  the 
water  always,  and  for  their  accommodation  it  will 
be  advisable  to  erect  a  kind  of  rockwork,  the  top 
of  which  ought  to  rise  above  the  surface  of  the 
water.  This  rockwork  will  also  pro%dde  shade  for 
the  fish  and  the  other  animals  which  delight  in 
retirement.  It  can  be  bought  all  ready  for  the 
aquarium  ;  but  often  that  which  is  oflered  for  sale 
is  gaudily  coloured,  or  is  in  other  respects  unsuit- 
able. Sometimes  it  will  be  found  made  in  the 
shape  of  ruins  of  various  kinds.  Of  coin-se  such 
rockwork  is  altogether  out  of  place  in  a  well- 
arranged  tank,  for  no  one  with  any  taste  at  all 
would  care  to  see  a  fish,  for  instance,  swimming 
through  the  window  of  a  house,  or  a  triton 
wriggling  through  the  loophole  of  a  castle. 

Suitable  rockwork  can  easily  be  constructed.  It 
should  be  of  small  dimensions  rather  than  the 
reverse,  as  long  as  it  will  answer  its  purpose,  for 
much  rockwork  takes  up  valuable  space,  and  does 
not  look  well  in  an  aquarium.  Care  ought  to  be 
taken  to  so  arrange  it  that,  while  it  will  afford  the 
necessary  shade  to  the  occupants  of  the  tank,  it 
will  not  at  the  same  time  provide  them  with 
retreats  into  which  they  can  retire  altogether  from 
their  owner's  sight ;  for  if  the  animals  are  able  to 
completely  hide  themselves,  it  is  very  possible  that, 
should  they  die,  their  deaths  will  be  undiscovered 
until  the  corrupting  bodies  have  done  irreparable 
damage  to  the  whole  aquarium. 

Rockwork  may  be  made  of  pumice-stone,  coke, 
melted  glass,  mica-schist,  or  other  material  of  a 
like  kind.  If  the  desired  shape  and  size  cannot  be 
found  in  one  single  piece,  two  or  three  pieces  may 
be  joined  together  by  means  of  Portland  cement, 
always  remembering  that  this  cement,  after  it  has 
well  set,  should  be  soaked  for  some  days  in  water 
before  it  is  placed  in  its  permanent  position  in  the 
aquarium.  Pieces  of  pumice-stone  or  coke  may  be 
united  by  means  of  wooden  rivets,  each  rivet 
ruiming  into  the  adjoining  parts  a  couple  of  inches, 
the  holes  for  which  can  easily  be  made  with  an 
ordinary  awl.  Before  coke  is  put  in  the  tank  it 
should  be  dipped  into  some  liquid  Portland  cement 
of  about  the  consistency  of  ordinary  whitewash, 
keeping  the  mixture  well  stirred  during  the 
process. 

An  aquarium  like  Fig.  9  may  ha\  e  rockwork  so 
arranged  as  to  represent  a  cave,  out  of  which  and 
into  which  the  fish  and  other  animals  seem  con- 
tinually to  go  and  come.  To  effect  this  arrange- 
ment it  will  be  necessary  to  get  a  piece  of  looking- 
glass  about  5in.  square,  more  or  less  according  to 
the  size  of  the  tank.  Paint  the  back  of  this  two 
or  three  times  with  sealing-wax  varnish,  japan 
black,  or  anything  else  which  will  protect  it  from 
the  action  of  the  water,  then,  when  this  is  dry, 
place  the  aquarium  with  the  glass  front  upwards, 
and  ccver  its  back,  inside,  with  cement  No.  2. 
Now  take  the  looking-glass  and  fix  it  firmly  in  the 
centre  of  the  back  of  the  tank,  and  around  it 
arrange  mica-schist  in  such  a  way  that  the  glass 
will  represent  the  moiith  of  a  cave.  All  the  back 
should  be  covered  with  the  stone.  This  plan, 
however,  is  more  appropriate  for  a  marine  than  for 
a  fresh-water  aquarium.  Instead  of  rockwork,  a 
small  island  may  be  constructed  for  the  newts,  and 
upon  the  island  a  fern  or  some  semi-aquatic  plant 
can  be  grown. 

;\Io3t  plants  should  be  put  in  their  places  before 
the  aquarium  is  filled  with  water.  Those  which  do 
not  require  much  rooting-space  may  be  planted  in 
tlie  sand  and  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  but 
those  which  need  greater  depth  can  be  set  in  small 
flower-pots.  These  pots  can  eitlier  be  hidden  by 
means  of  a  careful  arrangement  of  rockwork,  or 
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they  themselves  may  be  made  to  resemble  it  by 
covering  their  sides  with  small  pieces  of  coke, 
fastened  into  position  with  Portland  cement.  The 
Mhole  should  be  then  dipped  as  before  described. 
There  is  one  great  advantage  in  putting  plants  into 
pots,  inasmuch  that,  should  occasion  recjuire,  the 
aquarium  can  be  emptied  without  materially  inter- 
fering with  their  growth.  But  wherever  plants  are 
placed,  whether  in  pots  or  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tank,  the  sand  above  their  roots  should  be  covered 
with  plenty  of  gravel,  as  it  tends  to  make  the 


Fig.  37.   Cobrect  Method  op  Filling  an  Aquarium. 

setting  firm  and  permanent.  The  different  aquatic 
plants  suitable  for  fresh-water  aquaria  will  be 
described  in  another  chapter. 

In  an  aquarium  that  is  properly  arranged  and 
cared  for,  the  water  should  seldom  or  never  need 
changing.  Its  character,  therefore,  is  a  matter  of 
much  importance.  The  best  water  for  the  purpose 
IS  that  from  a  river  ;  next,  that  from  a  large  and 
very  clear  pond  ;  next,  very  clean  rain-water  ;  next, 
that  from  the  "  tap  "  ;  and  last  of  all,  and  to  be 
avoided  if  possible,  hard  water  from  the  well. 
When  the  aquarium  has  been  made  quite  clean,  its 
glass  has  been  well  polished,  the  sand  and  the 
gravel,  in  the  proper  proportion,  at  its  bottom  have 
been  perfectly  washed,  the  plants  have  been  put  in 
their  places,  and  the  rockwork  has  been  placed  in 
position,  then— and  not  till  then— should  the  water 
be  introduced. 

There  is  really  only  one  satisfactory  way,  so  far  as 
I  know,  of  filling  an  aquarium  with  water,  and  that 
is  by  means  of  a  very  slender  siphon.  A  siphon  of 
large  diameter  is  worse  than  useless  for  this 
purpose;  but  should  the  proper  sized  siphon  not 
be  conveniently  at  hand,  the  water  may  be  intro- 
duced in  one  of  the  following  ways  : — 

1.  Pour  it  very  slowly  and  carefully,  by  means  of 
a  slender-spouted  can,  against  the  sides  of  the 
tank. 

1.  Place  a  jug  in  the  centre  of  the  aquarium, 
taking  care  that  it  does  not  stand  on  any  plant, 
and  pour  the  water  gently  into  it  until  the  tank  is 
full ;  then  remove  the  pitcher  without  emptying  it. 

3.  Put  the  aquarium,  if  not  too  large,  under  a 
"  supply  "  tap,  and  regulate  the  latter  so  that  it 
allows  the  water  to  drip  slowly  upon  a  sponge 
placed  on  the  gravel  of  the  former.  The  sponge, 
while  being  taken  out,  should  not  be  squeezed. 

4.  Fill  the  tank  by  the  help  of  a  watering-can 
which  has  a  very  fine  rose. 

_  But  however  carefully  the  water  is  introduced 
into  the  aquarium  in  any  one  of  the  above  four 
ways,  it  will  be  found  not  to  be  perfectly  clear.  A 
small  siphon  only  will  attain  that  much-desired 
end.  If  one  siphon  does  not  work  quickly  enough 
two  or  three  may  be  used  at  the  same  time.  A 
slender  india-rubber  tube  of  the  necessary  length, 
not  thicker  than  the  stem  of  an  ordinary  clay  pipe, 
will  make  the  siphon.  The  smaller  the  tubing  in 
diameter,  the  more  satisfactory  will  it  do  its  work 
(Fig.  37).  The  lower  end  of  the  siphon  should 
rest  on  the  gravel  of  the  aquarium  or  upon  the 
rockwork. 

When  the  aquarium  has  been  properly  filled  in 
the  way  just  described,  it  is  a  good  plan,  if  patience 
will  allow,  to  postpone  the  introduction  of  any 
animals  for  at  least  ten  days  or  a  fortnight— the 
longer  the  better.  During  this  time  the  plants 
ought  to  commence  to  grow  and  give  off  oxygen 
At  first  only  a  few  occupants  should  be  introduced 
—say,  a  newt,  three  or  four  small  fish,  and  a  few 
snails— and  if  these  do  well  one  or  two  more  may 
be  added,  and  so  on.  When  the  plants  are  fairly 
established  the  aquarium  will  support  much  more 


life  than  when  they  are  only  just  beginning  to 
grow.  If  the  fish  swim  near  the  surface  of  the 
water  tails  downwards  and  mouths  upwards,  there 
are  too  many  in  the  tank,  and  unless  some  are 
speedily  removed  many  will  die.  There  should 
always  be  too  few  inmates  in  an  aquarium  rather 
than  too  many ;  but  if  the  tank  is  properly 
arranged  it  is  really  surprising  how  much  animal 
life  it  will  support.  For  instance,  I  have  at  the 
time  of  writing  in  a  bell-glass  aquarium,  19in.  in 
diameter,  one  gold  fish,  one  silver  fish,  one  carp, 
about  a:dozen  snails  (Planorbis  corueus),  and  at  the 
least  forty  small  minnows  (Cijjn-iniis  phoxinus). 
All  these  fish  are  seemingly  in  perfect  health,  and 
have  been  so  for  about  ten  months.  The  plants  in 
tliis  aquarium  are  Vallisneria  sfjiralis  and  the 
Cape  Fragrant  Water  Lily  (Ajmnogeton  dis- 
tachyon). 

The  water  of  an  aquarium  that  is  properly 
balanced  and  cared  for  should  never  require 
changing  as  a  rule,  but  circumstances  do  occasion- 
ally arise  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  empty  the 
tank.  For  instance,  the  water  may  have  become 
corrupted  by  an  undiscovered  dead  body ;  the  plants 
may  need  renewing,  or  the  rockwork  rea,rrangLDg ; 
perhaps  the  aquarium  has  sprung  a  leak,  or  it  is 
necessary  to  remove  it  to  some  other  position. 
Anj'  one  of  these  circumstances  would  re(|uire  the 
emptying  away  of  the  water.  This  can  easily  be 
done  by  means  of  a  piece  of  india-rubber  tubing,  of 
about  ^in.  in  diameter,  used  as  a  siphon  (Fig.  88). 
Before  the  commencement  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  water,  as  many  of  the  fish  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  aquarium  as  fiossible  should  be  transferred 
elsewhere.  However,  it  is  not  probable  that  all 
will  be  caught,  for  some  will  hide  themselves  in 
the  weeds  or  under  the  rockwork,  and  to  prevent 
their  being  sucked  up,  the  end  of  the  siphon  which 
is  to  go  in  the  aquarium  should  be  covered  with  a 
piece  of  moscjuito  not  or  similar  material. 

The  position  of  an  aquarium  is  an  important 
matter,  for  very  much  depends  upon  the  regulation 
of  the  light.  Light  is  necessary  to  the  growth  of 
tlie  i^lants,  and  to  the  production  of  oxygen.  But 
too  much  light  will  encourage  the  development  of 
the  freshwater  alga-,  commonly  called  conferva. 
This  conferva  is  a  vegetable  growth  which  appears 
upon  the  inside  of  the  glass  of  the  aquarium, 
depriving  it  of  its  transparency.  It  grows  also 
upon  the  plants,  interfering  with  their  welfare,  and 
it  will  quickly  spread,  if  unchecked,  throughout 
the  water,  making  it  thick,  green,  and  unsightly. 
Care  is  therefore  necessary  to  guard  against  both  too 
much  and  too  little  light.  The  latter  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  the  former.  The  rays  of  the  sun 
should  never  fall  directly  upon  an  aquarium,  for  if 
they  do,  not  only  will  the  growth  of  the  conferva 
be  encouraged,  but  the  temperature  of  the  water 


Fig.  38.    Method  op  Emptying  an  Aquarium. 


will  quickly  rise  too  high.  The  higher  the  temper- 
ature of  the  water  the  fewer  animals  will  it  be  able 
to  contain  ;  besides  which,  water  in  this  condition 
very  readily  becomes  impure.  The  average  tem- 
perature of  an  aquarium  ought  to  be  about  50deg., 
and,  if  possible,  it  should  never  be  allowed  to  vary 
more  than  lOdeg.  either  way.  It  may  be  reduced 
by  covering  the  tank  with  a  woollen  cloth,  the 
lower  end  of  which  is  standing  in  some  water. 

(To  be  continued.) 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 

(Continued  from  page  129.) 
Spearing  Flat-fish  off  Eyde. 
I  USED,  when  a  boy, to  have  very  good  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  this  expedient  of  theirs  to 
escape  detection ;  it  being  one  of  my  favourite 
amusements,  when  the  tide  served — low-water 
spring-tide  was  the  best  time — to  start  very  early 
in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  the  garden-boy, 
each  of  us  provided  with  a  two-pronged  steel  fork, 
elaborately  sharpened,  and  a  basket,  to  the  sands 
near  Ryde,  where  in  the  pools  left  by  the  sea  we 
used  to  find  and  spear  (or  rather  fork)  a  good 
many  stragglers,  with  now  and  then  an  eel,  who 
had  also  forgotten  himself  and  been  left  behind 
by  the  tide.  The  flat-fish  we  were  obliged  to 
approach  with  care,  stalk  them,  as  it  were ;  but 
when  an  eel  was  started,  we  had  to  "chevy"  him 
to  his  harbour  amongst  the  stones,  where  with 
care  in  due  time  we  generally  managed  to  fork 
him.  Our  best  morning's  work,  if  I  remember 
right,  consisted  of  seventy-five  flat-fish  and  six 
eels,  besides  a  lot  of  cockles,  with  which,  as  we 
outstayed  breakfast-time,  we  did  not  disdain  to 
amuse  ourselves  on  the  road  homewards,  they 
being  not  at  all  unpalatable  to  a  liungry  boy,  and 
easily  opened,  an  oftice  which  one  shell  kindly  per- 
forms for  another  by  the  following  very  simple 
process :-  -Two  of  them  are  placed  dos  a  dos  with 
the  hinges  fitting  into  each  other  crosswise.  You 
then  give  them  a  twist,  when  the  weaker,  as  is  the 
way  of  the  world,  gives  way  to  the  stronger,  and 
his  delicate,  yellow,  hooked  form,  "  the  soul  of  his 
beauty  and  love  lies  bare,"  exposed  to  your  tender 
mercies.  Though  I  dare  say  many  of  the  flat-fish 
were  not  very  large,  yet  some  of  them  were  really 
of  a  very  respectable  size,  being  nearly  as  large 
as  soup-plates  :  the  eels  were  not  remarkable  for 
their  proportions.  However,  the  whole  made  up 
a  basket  of  fish  which  I  was  uncommonh'  proud  of, 
and,  I  think,  contributed  a  little  to  propitiate  the 
authorities,  from  whom,  as  it  was,  I  got  a  very 
decided  "  wigging  "  for  my  audacious  conduct  in 
making  my  appearance  some  three  hours  after  I 
ought  to  have  been  at  my  lessons. 

Nests  of  Stickleback. 
I  used,  on  these  occasions,  to  notice  with  much 
interest  the  nests  of  the  stickleback,  which  were 
far  from  uncommon  in  the  pools  where  we  found 
our  flat-fish.  They  were  almost  invariably  formed 
by  oyster,  or  other  flat  shells,  the  large  ends  of 
which  were  slightly  raised  above  the  sand,  and 
presented  generally  so  uniformly  similar  an  appear- 
ance that  I  scarcely  ever  failed  to  detect  one  of 
them  among  a  number  of  ordinary  shells  in  the 
vicinity,  my  suspicions  being  very  frequently  con- 
firmed by  finding  the  parent  fish  at  home,  taking 
charge  of  her  eggs,  which  were  deposited  mider  it. 
Appearance  of  Fish  in  Water. 
It  is  difficult  for  anyone  to  judge  accurately  of 
the  weight  of  fish  in  water,  but  persons  unaccus- 
tomed to  see  them  there  are  liable  to  be  greatly 
deceived  with  regard  to  them,  as  on  shallows  they 
are  apt  to  appear  larger  than  they  really  are ;  in 
deep  water,  on  the  other  hand,  generally  smaller. 

I  was  considerably  taken  in  by  a  mistake  of  this 
kind  whilst  fishing  a  part  of  the  Stour,  below  Iford, 
where  I  knew  there  was  a  very  large  jack,  having 
seen  another  of  about  21b.  which  had  been 
picked  up  dead  there,  marked  with  the  scores  of 
enormous  teeth,  showing  that  he  must  have  been 
gripped  by  a  monster.  Opposite  to  me  was  a  high 
bank,  from  which  a  man,  who  happened  to  be 
standing  there,  could  see  all  that  was  going  on  below 
him,  whilst  I,  from  my  lower  x^osition,  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  water,  and  the  direction  of  the  sun, 
which  was  in  my  face,  could  see  comparatively 
nothing,  not  even  where  the  beds  of  weeds  lay,  at 
any  distance  from  the  bank  from  which  I  was 
fishing.  All  of  a  sudden  he  called  out,  "  There  are 
two  fish  at  the  tail  of  they  weeds  there,  and  one  of 
'em's  a  tremendious  beost."  I  asked  him  where- 
abouts they  were,  and  threw  gradually  up  in  the 
direction  he  pointed  out  to  me.  After  two  or  three 
throws  I  succeeded  in  hitting  the  place  and  moving 
the  big  one.    "  He's  coming,  sir,"  said  he.  "No: 

he's  left  it  again.    My  G         what  a  fish  !  there, 

he's  at  least  three  foot  long,"  and  several  times  he 
repeated  the  same  thing,  saying  that  he  could  see 
him  distinctly,  and  that  he  was  "  at  the  very  least 
three  foot  long."    Of  course,  I  concluded  that  this 

From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume. 


March  1,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


149 


was  the  big  fish,  and  was  proporfcionably  anxious 
to  get  him.  Several  times  I  threw  "  just  right  for 
him"  (the  man  said),  and  once  or  twice  he  lazily 
followed  the  bait,  returning  after  each  such  feint 
to  his  former  position.  By  this  time  my  bait  was 
getting  very  much  the  worse  for  wear,  and  the 
reserve  was  in  the  boat,  a  good  way  up  the  river. 
However,  at  last,  seeing  that  he  really  seemed  too 
indolent  to  follow  the  bait,  I  thought  I  would 
humour  him,  and  see  whether  he  would  take  it 
if  it  waited  for  him.  Accordingly,  the  nexb  time 
he  came  at  it  I  stopped  it  entirely.  This  attention 
was  too  delicate  for  him  :  he  could  not  resist  it, 
and,  without  a  pull  or  an  effort,  just  closed  his 
mouth  upon  it.  "He's  got  it,  sir,"  shouted  my 
fugleman;  "Well,  you  have  got  a  fish  now."  1 
"jabbered  it  into  him,"  and  feeling  that  it  was 
"all  right"  shouted  for  the  fisherman  to  come 
down  with  the  gaff'  from  the  boat  where  he  was 
in  attendance  on  a  friend.  I  soon  found,  with 
some  diappointment,  that  I  had  not  so  much  to 
contend  against  as  I  expected,  and  asked  the  man 
on  the  bank,  who  was  still  anxiously  watching 
my  proceedings,  whether  he  was  quite  certain  it 
was  the  big  fish  that  I  had  got  hold  of.  He 
answered  that  there  was  no  doubt  at  all  about  it, 
and  I  still  hoped  against  my  better  judgment, 
bat  was  soon  disgusted  at  finding  that  I  was  right, 
when  the  fish,  on  being  gaffed,  turned  out  to  be 
only  5|lb.,  instead  of  some  2.51b.,  which  he  ought 
at  least  to  have  been,  had  his  length  been  really 
that  which  it  was  represented  to  be.  The  man 
could  scarcely  believe  his  eyes  when  the  fish  came 
out  of  the  water,  nor  understand  how  he  could 
have  been  so  egregiously  mistaken.* 
Teout  at  Carshalton. 
Something  of  the  same  kind  (though,  indeed, 
in  this  instance,  the  fish  was  judged  of  the  same 
weight  out  of  the  water  as  in  it)  occurred  to  me 
some  years  ago  near  Carshalton.  I  had  permission 
to  fish  from  several  of  the  proprietors  there,  and 
was  told  there  was  no  doubt  that  if  I  called  upon 
a  Captain  D.  (who  had  some  fishing),  and  sent  in 
my  card,  he  would  also  give  me  leave.  I  conse- 
quently started,  rod  in  hand,  to  do  so,  but  found 
that  he  was  not  at  home,  though  shortly  expected. 
Whilst  awaiting  his  return  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  small  piece  of  the  river  running 
down  through  the  garden  of  a  worthy  tobacco- 
merchant.  I  had  not  then  a  notion  who  lived 
there,  but  thought  that  nothing  would,  at  any  rate, 
be  lost  by  asking  for  leave  to  have  a  cast  or  two  en 
attendant.  Accordingly  I  went  in,  and  knocked 
at  the  door.  It  was  opened  by  the  butler,  who 
told  me  his  master  was  out,  but  that  he  could  take 
upon  himself  to  say  that  he  would  have  great 
pleasure  in  permitting  me  to  fish,  and  that  I  might 
certainly  do  so.  I  did  not  wait  for  more,  but,  with 
many  thanks,  best  compliments  to  his  master, 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  commenced  putting  my 
tackle  together.  Some  men  were  at  work  engaged 
in  mowing  the  meadow  next  the  house,  and  as  soon 
as  one  of  these  fellows,  an  Irishman,  saw  me  thus 
occupied  - he  came  rimning  across  the  field  to  me, 
saying  that  in  the  morning  he  had  seen  a  splendid 
trout  lying  under  "  thim  bushes "  which  he 
"knowed"  was  not  under  .51b.  Well,  I  set  to 
work,  and  almost  the  very  first  throw  I  had  him, 
raising  him  in  the  exact  spot  which  had  been 
pointed  out  to  me.  The  gardener  came  to  my 
assistance  with  an  extraordinary  machine  used  for 
dredging  up  gravel,  or  something  of  the  kind  (for 
I  had  not  a  net  with  me),  and  between  us  we  landed 
him.  No  sooner  was  he  on  the  bank  than  my 
friend  the  Irishman  came  running  up  again  in  a 
state  of  the  greatest  delight,  dancing  roimd  him, 
and  exclaiming,  "  Arragh  now  1  didn't  I  tell  your 
honour  he  was  over  51b.?  "  The  steelyard,  how- 
ever, returned  him  as  only  SJlb.,  but  he  certainly 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  perfectly  fed 
fish  I  ever  saw.  I  was  so  proud  of  him  that  I 
really  could  not  make  up  my  mind  to  give  him 
to  the  gentleman  who  had,  through  his  butler,  so 
kindly  given  me  the  opportunity  of  catching  him, 
as  I  doubtless  ought  to  have  done  ;  and  hope  that 
he  will,  though  somewhat  late,  accept  my  best 
thanks  for  his  courtesy,  and  this  expression  of  my 
regret  that  I  was  induced  to  treat  him  so  scurvily. 
{To  lie  continued.) 


*  Since  this  was  written,  a  pike  of  381b.  was  caught 
with  a  live  bait  in  the  exact  part  of  the  river  referred 
to.  This  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  very  fish  that  I 
was  trying  for,  and  the  marks  of  whoso  teeth  I  had 
seen  in  the  smaller  jack. 


DEOWNED  WHILST  FISHING. 


Mb.  Gadsby,  the  much-respected  town  clerk  of 
Derby,  visited  the  Dove  on  Monday,  Feb.  24,  together 
with  two  friends,  for  the  purpose  of  fishing.  The  party 
are  said  to  have  reached  Rooester,  and  to  have  left 
the  train  there  at  11.5  a.m.,  and  to  have  made  their 
way  to  the  river  Dove  which  runs  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  that  point.  The  party  separated,  and  Mr. 
Gadsby  was  never  seen  again  alive.  His  watch  is  said 
to  have  stopped  at  2.11  p.m.  The  body  was  found 
on  Tutbury  Weir.  There  is  a  large  cotton  mill  at 
Rocester,  and  the  water  is  turned  off  in  the  mill-dam 
at  midday,  and  after  the  dinner  hour  turned  on  again  ; 
this  reduces  the  water  level  ten  to  twelve  inches.  It 
is  possible  that  Mr.  Gadsby  was  swept  away  by  the 
uprise  after  the  daily  drop  of  the  water,  assuming 
that  he  was  wading,  as  would  most  likely  be  the  case. 


THE  LEE  SALMON  FISHERIES. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Lee  Board  of  Con- 
servators last  Saturday  (Feb.  22),  Mr.  R.  Dunscombe 
presiding,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  stating  that  the  department  was  prepared 
to  assist  in  the  cost  to  the  extent  of  three-fourths  to 
obtain  a  steam  launch  for  the  preservation  of  the  Lee. 
The  department's  contribution  would  not  exceed  £375 
It  was  decided  to  apply  to  the  department  for  £350  for 
the  purchase  of  a  launch,  to  be  worked  and  maintained 
by  the  conservators.  J,  A.  B. 


LOCH  LOMOND 
ANGLING  IMPEOVEMENT  ASSOCIATION. 


Extracts  feom  the  REroHT  by  the  Committee 
FOB  1901. 

The  good  effects  of  the  association's  work  are  now 
each  season  becoming  more  apparent.  We  have  to 
report  that  salmon  and  sea-trout,  the  latter  of  large 
size,  entered  the  loch  in  greatly  increased  numbers 
throughout  the  season,  and  several  parts  of  the  loch, 
noticeably  the  north  end  of  Inch  Moan,  recently 
unproductive  of  sport,  are  now  well  re-stocked  with 
fish.  An  unprecedentedly  large  run  of  smelts  to  the 
sea  took  place  during  April,  May,  and  June,  which 
augurs  well  for  the  stock  of  fish  in  future  seasons. 
The  association  have,  from  time  to  time,  hatched  and 
put  large  quantities  of  brown  trout  fry  into  the  loch, 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  Howietoun  fish, 
hatched  two  seasons  ago,  have  now  attained  a  respect- 
able size,  and  are  well  distributed  about  the  islands. 
Many  good  sea  fish  and  some  excellent  baskets  of  trout 
were  got  during  the  season,  although  the  same  was, 
all  over  Scotland,  a  phenomenally  bad  one. 

Mr.  Brown  reports  there  have  again  been  about 
97,000  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout  ova  locally 
obtained  and  successfally  treated  in  the  hatchery, 
only  about  one  egg  in  300  failing  to  fertilise.  The 
committee  regret  that  comparatively  few  brown  trout 
ova  were  got  from  the  spawning  beds,  and  that,  with 
the  funds  at  their  disposal  this  season,  no  adequate 
quantity  could  be  purchased  elsewhere.  The  system 
of  hatching  adopted  by  the  association  has  proved  to 
be  eminently  satisfactory  and  simple,  and  the  com- 
mittee would  welcome  the  co-operation  of  resident 
proprietors  in  distributing  and  tending  the  hatching 
boxes  in  some  of  the  small  streams  round  the  loch. 

The  thanks  of  the  association  are  due  to  the 
managers  of  the  works  in  the  Vale  of  Leven  for  the 
care  which  they  took,  during  the  past  very  dry  season, 
to  prevent  damage  being  done  to  the  fish  by  pollution. 
The  only  case  of  fish  poisoning  which  occurred  was 
caused  by  a  tank  being  carelessly  cleaned  out  by  a 
contractor  prior  to  its  being  repaired. 

The  association  still  continues  to  watch,  as  far  as 
can  be  done  with  the  inadequate  funds  at  its  disposal, 
not  only  the  loch,  but  the  Luss  and  Fruin,  the  small 
streams  above  Tarbet,  the  Leven,  and  from  time  to 
time  the  Clyde  banks.  The  deterrent  effect  upon 
poaching  of  having  a  staff  of  watchers,  however  small, 
is  undoubted,  and  comparatively  few  cases  occurred 
during  the  season.  Several  gangs  of  net  poachers  on 
the  Clyde  were  put  to  flight,  and  convictions  were 
obtained  in  Dumbarton  Sheriff  Court  against  seven 
men  for  various  offences. 

During  last  season  314  pike,  weighing  12S81b.,  were 
destroyed. 

The  working  men's  clubs  in  the  Vale  of  Leven 
continue  to  co-operate  cordially  with  the  association 
in  putting  a  stop  to  the  illegal  capture  of  parr,  smolts, 
and  kelt  fish.    314  working  men's  tickets  were  sold. 

With  reference  to  the  recommendation  made  at  last 
annual  meeting,  your  committee  have  pleasure  in 
reporting  that,  after  friendly  negotiations  with  the 
Factor  for  the  Colquhoun  Trustees,  and  with  the 
Fruin  Association,  a  combined  lease  of  the  Luss  and 
Fruin  waters  has  been  obtained  for  fourteen  years.  A 
separate  intimation  of  this  lease  is  being  circulated ; 
but  it  may  be  stated  generally  here  that  the  association 


will  now  be  able  to  confer  the  benefit  of  angling  in 
these  streams  upon  those  who  contribute  to  improve 
the  fishings,  and  the  lease  will  further  enable  the 
association  to  exercise  a  direct  control  over  the 
spawning  beds,  and  to  improve  the  passage  for 
spawning  fish  to  the  upper  waters. 
103,  West  George-street,  Henry  Lamond, 

Glasgow,  Fob.  12,  1902.  Secretary. 


SAD    DESTRUCTION    OF  SALMON, 
GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT  AND  YELLOW 
TROUT  IN  THE  RIVER  GIRVAN. 


The  state  of  the  river  for  some  time  past  has  been 
causing  grave  apprehensions  among  those  who  arc 
interested  in  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  coast  and  also 
among  those  who  have  fishing  interests  in  the  river 
itself.  For  some  years  past  a  very  heavy  volume  of 
brown  slimy  matter  has  been  discharged  into  the  river 
at  Dailly,  leaving  a  glutenous  deposit  for  miles  down 
the  river.  For  years  past  the  fishing  capabilities  of 
the  river  have  steadily  decreased.  Among  the  fishing 
fraternity  no  doubt  was  entertained  with  regard 
to  the  cause,  but  remonstrances  have  been  entirely 
disregarded.  However,  matters  have  now  reached  a 
climax,  and  something  must  be  done  to  stay  the 
plague.  During  the  last  two  days  no  fewer  than 
thirty  dead  salmon,  weighing  from  71b.  to  35lb., 
mostly  females,  and  eighteen  trout  and  sixteen  parr 
were  taken  dead  from  the  river.  This  is  attested  by 
many  witnesses,  and  no  one  can  tell  what  a  small 
proportion  this  may  represent  of  the  destruction  of 
fish.  The  lessees  of  the  coast  fisheries  are  naturally 
very  much  alarmed,  and  the  anglers  of  the  Girvan 
Fishing  Club  are  in  despair.  There  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  a  searching  inquiry  must  take  place  without 
delay  on  a  matter  which  is  so  seriously  affecting  the 
public  interests. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  Jvondon  Bridge 
given  below 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  mln.  for  Kew. 

Add]*"   "     ■'  Putney.  Add)''^   "     "  Richmond. 

145  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■*""l80  „  „  Twickenham. 
|60   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
wUl  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BRtDOB. 

Morning.  ETenins. 

Saturday,  ilar.  1                          5.53    o.ii 

Sunday,             „  2                            6.32    6.50 

Monday,           „  3                            7.22    7.50 

Tuesday,           „  4                            8.22    9.  1 

Wednesday,      ,,  5                          9.47    10.32 

Tliursday,        ,,  <>                        11.12    11.48 

Friday,            ,,  7                            —    o.l7 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — Recent  rains  have  improved 
the  condition  of  the  river.  There  is  now  a  nice  stream, 
and  the  water  is  slightly  coloured.  Sport  has  im- 
proved during  the  past  week,  and  some  good  bags 
have  been  made.  On  Feb.  22  Mr.  Calking  and  friend, 
fishing  at  Shiplake  with  F.  Willis,  took  four 
jack,  best  fish  91b.  On  the  same  date  a  patron 
of  the  "  General  "  took  six  jack,  best  fish 
6lb.  On  Feb.  23  a  patron  of  George  Vaughan 
took  211b.  of  good  perch,  the  bag  being  made  up  to 
3GJlb.  with  some  roach  and  a  brace  of  small  jack  on 
the  same  date.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  and  the  General 
had  some  good  shows  of  roach,  a  brace  of  the  General's 
weighing  2lb.  12oz. ;  on  Feb.  25.  :Mr.  W.  Mott  tookthree 
jack,  the  best  fish  weighings  Jib.  G.  Arlett, while  fishing 
for  bait  on  Feb.  26,  took  just  over  201b.  of  good  roach.  I 
hear  that  Mr.  Phillips,  fishing  with  G.  Smith  on 
Feb.  22  and  23,  had  a  good  take  of  chub  and  roach, 
I  had  a  21b.  roach  brought  to  me  the  other 
day  that  had  been  badly  mauled  by  a  heron,  also  a 
61b.  barbel  that  an  otter  had  left  on  the  bank.  There 
are  plenty  of  these  about  here,  the  remains  of  five 
jack  having  been  seen  near  Marsh  Lock  during  the 
past  week.  Mr.  J.  Carter  has  been  taking  some  nice 
chub  up  to  41b.— Stanley  Mkad. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  .\fter  the 
frosts,  and  the  ice  having  disappeared  by  Saturday, 
the  river  is  dirty.  Since  then  we  have  had  some 
heavy  rains  for  two  days,  which  have  cleaned  the 
river,  and  it  is  now  getting  in  good  condition.  Some 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  only  met  with  moderate 
success  on  account  of  the  conditions  of  the  water. 
We  are  now  looking  for  some  good  creels  to  finish  the 
season.— John  O.  GEORoiE,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District).— Roach 
fishing  is  at  present  poor,  even  small  roach  being 
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difficult  to  secure,  feeding  in  a  very  feeble  manner. 
I  have  heard  of  no  more  pike  fishing,  and  as  all  the  still 
water  is  yet  thickly  covered  with  ice  the  prospects  of 
pike  angling  are  very  poor,  although  a  few  fish  might 
be  picked  up  at  the  big  entrance  to  the  Broad  and 
similar  spots  where  Broads  discharge  into  the  river. 
We  want  some  strong  warm  S.W.  winds  and  heavy 
rain  to  effectually  disperse  the  ice,  and  unless  this 
comes  speedily  the  pike  season  will  be  practically  over 
before  much  can  be  done. — C.  H.  Taylob. 

Derwent  (Maltou,  Yorks.). — We  are  having  a 
lot  of  rain,  and  it,  combined  with  the  melting  snow  on 
the  moorlands,  has  caused  the  river  to  rise,  so  there  is 
uo  prospect  this  week  of  any  good  fishing. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  much  swollen 
by  rains  and  snow  water  from  the  hills,  and  will  be  for 
some  days.  Mr.  Frank  Green,  of  York,  having 
acquired  (by  purchase  of  the  estate)  the  Beresford 
Dale  length  of  the  river,  upon  which  the  Izaak  Walton 
and  C.  Cotton  fishing  house,  erected  by  the  latter, 
still  stands,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  anglers  to  hear 
of  this  length  being  well  restocked  with  two-year-olds, 
some  six  hundred  of  which  have  been  supplied  from  a 
Norfolk  hatchery.  This  week  there  has  occurred  a 
sad  fatality  (see  separate  announcement) ;  we  refer  to 
the  death  by  drowning  of  the  Town  Clerk  of  Derby 
whilst  fishing  the  Dove  below  Rocester  on  Monday 
last.— D.  &  W.  H.  FosTEE. 

Esk  (Whitbv). — As  was  anticipated  this  river  is 
at  present  slightly  flooded  in  consequence  of  the 
melting  of  the  snow  on  the  higher  reaches,  and  the 
outlook  is  as  yet  far  from  satisfactory.  At  Ruswarp 
a  few  kelts  have  been  observed  passing  the  weir  on 
their  way  to  the  sea.  Sportsmen  have  been  con- 
spicuously absent,  but  the  return  of  more  favourable 
conditions  may  bring  about  an  early  commencement. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  With  a  view  of 
reducing  the  number  of  bird  salmon  poachers  on  the 
Exe  the  Board  of  Conservators  propose  to  give  a 
reward  for  each  cormorant  destroyed  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Board,  and  a  guaranteed  fund  of  £25  per 
annum  for  three  years  is  required  for  carrying  out  the 
scheme.  On  Saturday  the  trout  will  receive  due 
attention  from  our  numerous  fly  fishermen,  and  if  the 
river  clears  and  goes  down  a  little  some  sport  must 
result.  When  fishing  commences  the  March  Brown, 
February  Red,  and  old  favourite  Blue  Upright 
should  form  a  successful  cast. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
The  colder  weather  has  only  moved  away  gradually. 
The  rivers  had  hardly  got  into  a  condition  worthy  of 
the  angler  at  the  week  end,  but  they  are  improving 
daily.  As  the  fronting  season  approaches  atten- 
tion is  devoted  in  that  direction.  The  annual  report 
of  the  Stamford  Angling  Association  has  just  been 
issued.  This  association  has  the  Marquis  of  Exeter 
as  president,  and  the  report  tells  us  that  during  last 
year  eighteen  new  members  joined,  and  that  they  had 
in  hand  £41  18s.  6d.  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During 
the  twelve  months  just  closed,  one  thousand  yearling 
trout  were  turned  into  the  River  Gwash.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  also  with  the  Silk  Fishery 
Company  of  Wandsford  that  during  the  coming  season 
a  similar  quantity  should  be  put  into  the  same 
stream. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— A  good  deal  of 
snow  has  got  into  the  waters  of  this  district,  and 
though  ice  and  snow  broth  are  moving  off  angling 
prospects  are  by  no  means  good.  Reports  from  the 
Trent  are  far  better.  Moderate  success  is  reported,  how- 
ever, from  the  reaches  of  the  Trent  between  Torksey  and 
Laneham,  indeed  it  is  said  the  river  is  in  fine  trim  for 
chub  fishing.  Chub  fishing  has  received  chief  attention, 
and  although  no  weighty  baskets  have  been  turned 
out  by  those  using  pith  for  bait,  a  visitor  landed  a 
brace  of  fine  specimens  the  other  day  near  Laneham, 
the  best  scaling  31b.  lloz.  Some  good  ones  have  also 
come  from  near  Clifton  Ferry.  Eoach  fishers  have 
also  done  well  in  the  baokvyaters  below  Laneham. 
One  angler  got  nine  fish,  which  scaled  71b. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  is  in  very  fair  order  now  for  all- 
round  angling,  and  some  nice  roach,  pike,  and  perch 
are  being  secured.  Since  the  thaw  colour  has 
appeared  in  the  water,  and  there  is  some  stream.  I 
hear  of  a  number  of  roach,  going  over  lib., 
being  landed  in  the  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House', 
Ware,  and  Broxbourne  districts.  A  perch  of 
nearly  Iflb.  has  been  captured  in  the  St. 
Margaret's  district  by  Mr.  Hanson.  Dace  up  to 
8oz.  have  been  caught  in  the  Hertford  waters  of  the 
river.  No  large  pike  are  reported  taken.  At  Ponder's 
End  some  pike  and  perch  have  been  landed,  but 
roach  have  not  been  feeding.  The  Stort  should  yield 
some  roach  now,  and  in  the  Ash  and  Beane  good  dace 
reward  sportsmen. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  been  visited  with  some  nice 
falls  of  rain,  which  has  caused  them  to  rise  a  little 
and  become  a  little  coloured,  and  it  will  do  the  rivers 
good  and  will  bring  them  into  order  for  trout  fishing. 
The  frosts  and  snow  have  now  disappeared,  but  the 
wind  keeps  in  the  south  east  and  is  cold,  but  anglers 
hope  for  a  change  for  the  better  before  next  Monday 


(March  3)  when  trout  fishing  begins  in  this  part,  and 
there  is  a  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had  providing 
the  water  is  in  order.    The  Pinsley  is   stained. — 

GWYNNE. 

ItVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  to  all  appearance  seem  in  good  order,  yet 
cannot  but  think  there  is  a  tinge  of  melted  snow  in 
them.  Weather  is  dull  and  misty  with  a  cold  east 
wind  ;  glass  very  low,  and  this  (Wednesday)  evening 
dropping  rapidlj' — conditions  that  do  not  favour  the 
chances  of  sport,  when  the  trout  season  opens  with  the 
advent  of  the  coming  week.  Best  flies  to  commence 
with  should  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
Dark  Willow,  Olive  Dun,  and  Cow  Dung.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Maldon,  Chelmer  and  Blackwater. — During 
the  past  week  some  capital  bags  of  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  waters  at  Beeleigh  by  various  anglers. 
Messrs.  Pethurst,  Homer,  Bowles,  Chamberlain, 
Newton,  and  several  other  anglers  have  had  some 
excellent  roach,  fishing  with  gentles,  worms,  and  paste, 
through  holes  made  in  the  ice. — F.  Keen. 

Nene  (Feterborough.). — Since  last  report  the  best 
result  I  have  heard  of  was  the  capture  of  a  fine  chub 
weighing  51b.  If  oz.  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Sexton  at  Alwalton ; 
the  fish  has  been  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up.  If  the 
weather  continues  the  same  as  to-day  (Wednesday) 
the  water  will  be  in  good  condition  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  so. — E.  A.  S. 

base  (Holywell  Perry). — Now  having  a  fine  push 
of  water  and  a  good  colour  in  it ;  jack  have  been  feeding 
pretty  well,  a  nice  lot  having  been  caught  by  different 
gentlemen  staying  here,  81b.,  the  largest,  to  Mr. 
Wheldock's  rod.  Roach  are  feeding  well  on  worms 
in  the  eddies.    Prospects  good  for  the  week-end. — 

A.  SCAED. 

  (St.  Neots).  —  The  rain  of  the  last  two  or 

three  days,  whilst  keeping  anglers  at  home,  has  given 
the  water  a  nice  tinge,  and  there  should  be  some  sport 
before  the  close  of  the  season,  although  a  little  stream 
would  make  the  prospects  brighter. — W.  N. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Salterton). — The  heavy  rains 
of  the  last  few  days  have  produced  a  welcome  spate, 
and  the  river  is,  at  time  of  reporting  (Wednesday, 
Feb.  2G),  in  flood.  The  season  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water, 
to  fish  which  a  ticket  is  obtainable  at  the  RoUe  Arms 
Hotel  of  this  place,  opens  on  March  1,  and,  if  no  more 
floods  occur,  the  water  should  be  in  good  trim.  The 
channel  of  the  river  in  the  public  portion  has  con- 
siderably altered  since  last  year,  the  two  best  pools 
being  to  all  appearance  much  improved — whether  a 
good  stock  of  trout  is  in  it  or  not,  there  is  not  sufficient 
evidence  as  yet  to  determine. — Hebon. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  last  the  snow,  with  which  the  ground  has 
been  partially  covered  for  some  time  past,  has  entirely 
disappeared,  together  with  the  frost,  and  some 
heavy  showers  of  rain  during  the  last  few  days 
have  been  a  great  help  towards  clearing  the  snow- 
broth  out  of  the  rivers,  which  are,  however,  still 
above  their  average  level;  a  very  keen  east  wind 
has  been  in  evidence  for  some  time  past  and  still 
continues,  so  that  anglers  on  the  river  side  are  few  and 
far  between  and  are  having  little  sport.  The  outlook 
at  present,  too,  is  anything  but  promising,  as  the 
barometer  is  falling,  and  cold,  foggy  days  do  not  hold 
out  much  hope  of  a  cheerful  commencement  of  the 
trout  fishing  season  now  so  near  at  hand. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cbichester  Canal. — Mild 
with  rain  has  been  the  record  of  the  week.  The  ice  has 
departed,  but  water  feels  its  influence,  and  fish,  as  a  rule, 
are  not  feeding  well.  Climatic  changes  are  often  fore- 
told to  anglers  who  study  fish  and  their  habits.  Rain 
is  badly  wanted  in  all  districts.  A  week's  downpour 
would  be  acceptable  to  anglers  and  agriculturists.  From 
the  lower  portion  of  the  Ouse  I  have  no  news,  so  infer 
there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  From  the  Pletching 
portion  a  brace  of  pike,  4f  lb.  and  4ilb.,  were  taken 
with  live  dace.  A  pike  of  3|lb.  was  caught  near 
Henfield  on  the  Adur  early  in  the  week  with  worm  on 
tight  tackle  when  roach  fishing ;  a  yard  of  line  and  an 
eel  hook  was  appended  to  the  fish.  Chichester  Canal 
is  in  good  order.  A  few  small  pike— heaviest  4|lb. — 
and  bream  up  to  lib.  A  perch  of  Iflb.  was  taken  with 
live  bait  from  the  Donnington  district.— George  P. 
Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  cold  weather  is  gone  and 
warmer  times  have  arrived,  but  now  the  rivers  are 
too  clear  and  low  for  fishing.  Until  we  get  rain  no 
good  sport  can  be  expected. — Rusty  Game. 

Teuie  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing  up  to 
Sunday,  when  the  weather  turned  wet  and  some  good 
showers  of  rain  have  been  had,  which  have  refreshed 
the  river  and  caused  it  to  rise  several  inches,  and 
it  continues  to  rise;  there  is  a  little  colour  in  it, 
but  with  a  few  fine  days  this  will  soon  run  off  and 
it  will  be  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  is 
still  very  unsettled,  and  the  wind  is  in  the  south-east 
and  cold.  In  all  probability  we  shall  get  more  rain 
before  the  week  is  out,  but  it  will  do  good,  and  will 
help  the  river  and  keep  back  anglers  for  a  day  or 
two  from  the  trout,  which  season  commences  on 
March  2.    The  prospects  for  trout  fishing!  in  this  part 


are  good.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  and 
some  large  ones  have  been  seen.  With  a  few  fine 
days  next  week  we  shall  hear  of  some  good  fish  being 
taken,  as  anglers  have  not  cared  to  venture  out  lately, 
but  will  when  trout  come  in.  The  best  baits  will  be 
worm,  maggot,  and  flies— the  February  Red,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Blues.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyohe  are  all  stained,  but  should  provide  sport 
next  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  is  now 
running  higher  and  is  slightly  coloured  and  not  in 
order  for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  from 
frost  to  rain,  and  all  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and 
there  is  a  little  snow-water  in  the  river,  but  the  rain 
will  soon  wash  that  out,  and  with  a  few  fine  days  the 
water  will  clear  and  be  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
Angling  this  week  has  been  slow,  few  rods  being  out, 
they  preferring  to  wait  until  trout  come  in  season  next 
week,  when  sport,  if  the  water  is  right,  will  be  good  in 
this  district. — Worcester. 

Witlxam,  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
There  is  very  little  to  report  as  to  fishing  on  the 
Witham.  Ice  on  this  stream  has  been  very  disappoint- 
ing. The  only  news  of  any  importance  comes  from 
the  Bain,  which  is  some  distance  from  the  Witham ; 
owing  to  its  turbulence  it  has  been  pretty  free,  though 
owing  to  drifting  ice  takes  have  not  been  large.  At 
Holtham,  a  visitor  is  reported  to  have  obtained 
a  nice  dish  of  roach  and  dace  along  with 
a  chub  of  21b.  The  swims  between  Dunham 
Mill  and  the  Wooden  Bridge  at  Conningsby  are  also 
receiving  some  patronage,  especially  about  the  island 
there.  A  place  likely  to  afford  some  sport  is  the 
Stanch,  near  Tattershall  village.  As  the  week-end 
approaches  prospects  improve,  but  it  will  soon  be  over 
as  March  IG  will  be  but  a  fortnight  hence. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — There  is  still  a  dearth  of  angling  news 
in  Yorkshire,  for  since  the  break  up  of  the  frost  all  our 
rivers  have  been  bank  full  of  thick  snow  broth,  and 
during  the  last  two  days  a  cruel  east  wind  has  pre- 
vailed. Crossing  "over  the  tops"  between  Nidder- 
dale  and  Coverdale,  this  afternoon,  I  found  the  roads 
hard  with  frost,  and  in  the  gills  there  is  any  quan- 
tity of  snow,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  we  have 
not  done  with  winter  yet.  In  spite  of  the  above  draw- 
backs a  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  Yore,  and, 
considering  all  things,  Messrs.  Brittain,  Cayley,  and 
others  have  done  fairly  well,  but  as  far  as  I  know  not 
a  single  angler  has  been  out  in  the  Swale.  Most  of 
the  club  waters  on  the  Wharfe  will  remain  closed 
until  the  opening  of  the  trout  season,  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  in  the  lower  waters  between  CoUingham 
Bridge  and  Boston  Spa,  in  one  or  two  instances 
with  good  results ;  but  generally  speaking  sport 
has  been  the  reverse  of  that,  and  few  roach,  dace, 
chub  or  perch  have  been  caught.  I  found  the  Nidd 
very  thick,  but  evidently  clearing  to-day  (Wednesday). 
The  Derwent  I  hear  is  in  bad  trim,  and  there  is  little 
inducement  in  this  river,  the  Rye,  Hodge,  Pickering 
Beck  or  Costa.  The  Ouse  is  beautiful  and  sadly  out  of 
trim,  but  with  a  gradual  thaw  we  have  escaped  floods, 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  season  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  commenced  nearly  a  fortnight 
ago,  but  nothing  has  been  done  as  yet.  The  water  is 
now  open  and  the  ice  has  vanished.  The  river  is 
much  swollen  and  unsuitable  for  fly  fishing,  which  is 
only  allowed  at  present.  A  considerable  number  of 
spawned  fish  are  on  their  way  to  the  Solway  Pirth. 
The  change  in  the  weather  is  complete  and  skating  is 
now  impossible.  There  was  a  good  wholesome  fresh 
wind  on  Feb.  23,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  rain  which 
has  cleared  the  river  of  most  of  the  large  blocks  of  ice 
which  were  visible  on  Saturday,  The  water  is  now 
thick  and  clay-coloured,  and  should  fine  weather  set 
in  next  week,  with  an  absence  of  March  winds,  angling 
will  commence  in  real  earnest  under  more  favourable 
circumstances  than  usual,  as  the  bed  of  the  river  has 
been  thoroughly  well  cleansed. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  thaw  that  set  in  a 
week  ago  still  continues,  and  the  ice  is  fast  disappear- 
ing from  the  river.  There  is  now  uo  ice  on  the  netting 
area,  but  the  water  is  in  heavy  volume,  and  greatly 
mixed  with  ice  from  the  upper  waters,  which  is  fast 
breaking  up.  It  is  also  greatly  discoloured,  and 
it  will  be  some  time  before  it  settles,  so  that 
angling  can  be  indulged  in  to  any  extent.  The 


Teout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hacKles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
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2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts.  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 
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river  being  in  flood,  it  is  only  at  certain 
points  that  the  nets  can  be  worked.  On  Feb.  21  eight 
salmon  of  an  average  weight  of  71b.  were  got  in  a  pool 


in  close  proximity  to  the  Bridge  of  Alvah.  This  is  the 
highest  number  got  in  one  day  since  the  opening  of 
the  fishing.  Only  a  few  fish  are  netted  daily, 
but  when  the  water  resumes  its  normal  con- 
dition there  is  every  prospect  that  the  fishing 
will  improve.  On  the  coast  the  nets  have 
been  in  position  since  the  beginning  of  the  second 
week,  and  only  a  few  fish  have  been  got  compared 
with  the  same  date  of  former  years.  The  scarcity  of 
fish  on  the  coast  is  attributed,  in  a  measure,  to  the 
exceedingly  cold  and  changeable  weather  and  to  the 
direction  that  the  wind  is  in — south-west  to  south- 
east. One  day  last  week  a  large  head  of  a  bird 
— supposed  to  be  that  of  an  albatross  (Diomcdea 
exidans)  —  was  picked  up  on  the  beach  not  far 
from  the  entrance  to  the  river.  The  head  and 
beak  is  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  is 
on  view  to  any  who  may  wish  to  see  it.  Many 
species  of  rare  birds  haunt  this  part  of  the  coast  in  the 
winter  season  for  shelter  and  in  search  of  food,  but  it 
is  not  known  if  any  specimen  of  the  albatross  has 
previously  been  found  on  our  coast. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers), — Pishing  Loch  Ness  from 


Foyers,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Kenneth  Kennedy 
killed  one  salmon,  81b. ;  on  Feb.  21  the  boatmen  killed 
one  of  101b.,  and  Rev.  A.  INIcInnis,  Stratherrick,  one  of 
131b. ;  on  Feb.  24,  the  boatmen  had  one  of  201b.,  and 
Mr.  Kennedy  one  of  'Jib.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.)— On  Feb.  19,  Mr.  W. 
H.  McLellan,  Glasgow,  had  a  salmon  of  191b.  On 
Feb.  20,  Mr.  W.  H.  McLellan,  one  of  211b.  On  Feb. 
21,  Mrs.  Maisey,  one  of  241b.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  J.  F. 
McLellan,  Glasgow,  one  of  221b.  On  Feb.  24,  Mrs.  K. 
Midwood,  Knutsford,  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  J.  Howarth, 
Knutsford,  one  of  191b.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr.  Percy  N. 
Midwood,  Knutsford,  one  of  241b. ;  Mr.  J.  Howarth, 
Knutsford,  one  of  121b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Norris  Midwood, 
Knutsford,  one  of  211b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  rortingall. — On  Feb.  25  Hugh  MacLellan, 
keeper,  landed  two  salmon,  one  171b.  and  one  221b., 
on  the  Chesthill  water ;  Donald  McNaughton  one 
151b.  On  Feb.  2G  Peter  Dewar,  keeper,  one  IGlb. 
River  in  good  ply — Paul  B.  MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Owing 
to  the  long  continuation  of  a  most  severe  storm — the 
severest  perhaps  for  twenty  years — angling  has  been 
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retarded.  At  present  the  water  is  mostly  "  snaw-bree."  | 
On  Monday  (Feb.  24)  the  ice  broke  up,  and  on  Tuesday 
the  river  was  clear  except  at  the  banks  where  in  some 
places  it  is  expected  the  ice  will  not  give  way  for  some  ! 
weeks  to  come.    The  first  salmon  of  the  season  was 
caught  on  Feb.  19  by  Mr.  Argles,  Svre  Lodge,  on  Beat 
No.  3.    On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Arnold,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  ' 
two — one  a  beauty  of  121b. — on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr. 
MacHardy,   Bettyhill,  one  salmon.     Weather  now 
improving. — B. 

Nortt-East  of  Scotland. — The  fresh  has  come 
gradually  and  thoroughly  at  last,  and  the  rivers,  i 
hitherto  ice-bound,  are  now  in  high  flood.  On  the 
Dee  sport  oS  the  ice  was  good  on  several  waters  last 
week,  wherever  a  cast  could  be  had.  On  the  Park 
water  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  creeled  five 
on  Friday  (Feb.  21)  and  four  on  Saturday,  besides  having 
to  do  with  several  others.  On  the  Crathes  section  Mr. 
Gillespie,  the  lessee,  had  eleven  fine  fish  on  Thursday,  ; 
all  to  the  fly,  and  all  from  one  pool,  while  Mr.  Meakin 
and  party  creeled  eight  on  the  Upper  Durris,  and  Mr. 
Jolifi's  keeper  several  on  the  Woodend  water.  On  the 
Kincardine  reaches  fair  sport  has  been  got  considering 
the  nature  of  the  weather  and  water,  while  the 
prospects  are  bright.  On  Borrowstone,  Lord  Garrioch  i 
creeled  five  fish  scaling  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  131b.,  and  161b. ; 
Mr.  Deverell,  one  of  131b.  on  Kincardine  water  ;  Mr.  i 
Hare,  two  on  Ballogie  of  71b.  each  ;  Mr.  King,  one 
of  81b. ;  Machray,  one  of  Sib.,  and  Harper,  one  of  81b., 
on  Dess.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  Mr.  Cartwright  had 
first  blood  in  a  beauty  of  111b.,  while  three  other 
nice  fish  have  been  got.  On  the  Glentana  Dinnet 
water,  Mr.  Smith  had  three  fine  fish  on 
Saturday,  on  his  arrival  there,  scaling  81b.,  91b., 
and  131b.  On  Fasnadaroch  section  Captain  Tillard 
had  three  for  the  week,  scaling  91b.,  131b.,  and  Gib. 
Above  this  little  or  nothing  has  yet  been  done,  but 
now  that  the  river  is  open  sport  will  be  good  all  over. 
On  the  Don  little  has  yet  been  done,  but  matters  will, 
no  doubt,  be  brisk  there  after  the  present  fresh.  The 
Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  Several 
Aberdeen  anglers  had  good  sport  with  sea  trout.  The 
first  salmon  got  on  the  Beauly  was  killed  on  Friday 
by  Mr.  John  Fraser,  a  beauty  of  171b.  On  the  Carron 
Spey  water  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  creeled  one  of  81b., 
and  on  the  Wester  Elchies  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  8Jlb.  Later. — (Tuesday  night)  :  The 
water  is  getting  into  better  trim.  On  the  Cairn- 
ton  Dee  water  some  twenty  fish  have  been  creeled 


since  the  opening,  and  about  a  dozen  on  the  Park 
waters. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— The  lowest 
temperature  ever  recorded  on  a  verified  thermometer 
in  this  district  was  38°,  or  6"  below  zero.  Of  course 
salmon  angling  was  out  of  the  question.  A  change 
for  the  better  has  now  taken  place,  and  sport  is 
expected  to  be  good.  A  few  days  ago  an  Edinburgh 
angler,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed 
the  first  fish  of  the  season.    It  weighed  201b.— B. 

Soath  of  Scotland. — The  ice  in  the  Border  rivers 
broke  up  on  Sunday  morning  with  a  flood,  and  the 
rivers  since  that  date  has  been  quite  out  of  order  for 
angling.  The  Annan,  Nith,  and  a  number  of  the 
Galloway  and  Ayrshire  rivers  opened  their  waters  for 
angling  on  Tuesday,  but  there  has  been  no  sport  on 
account  of  the  discoloured  waters.  A  number  of  sal- 
mon were  killed  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  on  Sun- 
day, and  were  carried  down  to  the  shores  of  the  Solway 
and  cast  up  by  the  tides  on  the  beach.  The  salmon 
netting  in  the  firth  also  opened  on  Tuesday,  but 
it  will  be  about  a  fortnight  before  the  salmon  stake 
nets  will  be  in  fishing  order.  On  account  of  the  ice- 
bound rivers  the  lessees  could  not  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  nets  as  the  floating  ice  in  the  firth 
would  have  destroyed  every  net  erected.  Any  migrating 
fish  have  still  a  free  passage  up  the  rivers. — Heatheb- 

BELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — As  the  ice  is  gradually  clear- 
ing off  a  start  has  been  made  by  anglers,  although 
little  has  been  done.  On  Friday  (Feb.  21),  on  the 
Carron  House  water,  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  killed  two 
salmon,  one  of  Sib.  and  a  beauty  of  231b. ; 
and  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  the  same  day, 
Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  landed  one  of  8Jlb.,  while  on 
this  day  week  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisherman,  landed  one  of 
171b.  from  the  Aberlour  water.  Along  the  coast  almost 
nothing  has  been  done  with  the  nets  in  the  sea,  owing 
to  the  unsettled  weather,  so  that  it  has  so  far  proved 
unremunerative.  It  is  expected  that  a  good  few  fish 
have  got  past  the  nets.  If  so,  then  so  much  the  better 
for  the  angler. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Since  last  report  milder  weather  has  set  in, 
and  as  result  of  the  thaw  there  has  been  a  considerable 
quantity  of  floating  ice  in  the  river.  Up  till  Tuesday, 
Feb.  25,  the  river  was  at  summer  level,  ;but  has  since 
come  down  in  flood,  bringing  in  its' course  large 
quantities  of  ice.  To-day  (Wednesday,  Feb.  20)  the 
river  has  fallen  considerably  and  should  be  in  good  ply 


to-morrow.  Fish  are  plentiful  and  good  sport  may 
now  be  expected.  A  large  number  of  salmon  were 
caught  in  the  nets  at  Stanley  on  Feb.  25.  Colonel 
Phillpotts,  fishing  Benchill  water  on  Feb.  20,  had  one 
salmon  of  191b.  ;  on  Feb.  22,  one  of  181b.  on  Burn- 
mouth-Stobhall ;  on  Feb.  24,  one  of  181b.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Douglas,  fishing  Lower  Stanley  on  Fob.  24.  had 
one  salmon  of  181b.  The  boatmen  fishing  Upper 
Battleby  on  Feb.  21,  landed  one  fish  of  17Jlb.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Nearly  a  month  of  the  legitimate  salmon  angling 
season  has  expired,  and  the  results  have  been  very 
discouraging.  Up  till  the  end  of  last  week  the  pools 
were  completely  sealed,  and  only  the  more  enthusiastic 
anglers  ventured  out  to  try  their  luck  on  the  streams 
where  alone  fishing  was  possible.  On  Friday  (Feb.  21) 
Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  fishing  the  Heudersyde  water, 
caught  a  spring  salmon  and  a  clean  sea  trout, 
and  on  Saturday  (Feb.  22)  he  caught  a  kipper  grilse 
and  landed  an  unspawned  female  salmon.  One  day 
previously  Mr.  Tait,  fisherman,  fishing  from  the  ioe  at 
the  Banfl:  Mill  Cottage  stream,  hooked  a  clean  salmon 
of  161b.,  and  succeeded  in  landing  it  after  a  lot  of 
trouble,  owing  to  it  having  gone  under  the  ice  first 
on  one  side  and  then  on  the  other.  It  is 
reported  that  several  fish  have  been  got  in 
the  Coldstream  district.  On  ithe  Carham  water,  up 
till  Wednesday,  Mr.  Perkins  had  caught  eight  salmon. 
The  ice  has  now  cleared  away  through  the  rising  of 
the  rivers  to  the  extent  of  three  feet,  and  bait  fishers 
have  been  busy  amongst  the  trout,  and  some  large 
takes  have  been  got.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  T.  Pirie 
had  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  15^\h. ;  Mr.  E.  Bond,  91b. ; 
Mr.  F.  Stepania,  71b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Stewart,  12^1b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Cant,  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  Melrose,  111b.  To-day,  Feb.  26,  the 
rivers  have  cleared  well,  and  salmon  anglers  will  be  on 
in  full  swing  on  the  pools  that  have  been  so  long  ice- 
bound.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— These  lakes, 
which  are  leased  by  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association, 
open  to-day  (Saturday)  for  trouting.  The  association 
has  arranged  for  placing  trout  ova  in  the  feeders  of 
the  lakes  and  fry  in  the  lakes.  When  properly 
developed  these  lakes  will  form  one  of  the  best  fishing 
grounds  in  the  north  of  Ireland.— J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  been  back- 
ward since  last  report.  The  river  is  in  high  flood.  The 
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only  lucky  angler  was  A.  J.  Eeid,  of  Innishannon,  who 
landed  a  nice  fish  of  IGlb.  on  the  opening  day.  Tho 
river  is  likely  to  be  unfishable  for  a  few  days. — ■ 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  continues 
very  cold  and  unfavourable  to  trouting.  Several 
anglers  wore  out  on  the  Woodburn  Dams  on  Satur- 
day, Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  (Feb.  22,  25,  and  26), 
but  did  not  raise  a  single  fish.  On  Tuesday 
(Feb.  25)  your  correspondent  killed  a  brace  of 
trout  on  a  tributary  of  the  Lagan.  The  Lagan  is 
high  and  dirty,  and  trout  have  almost  disappeared 
from  the  lower  reaches.  The  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  will  hold  the  fourteenth  annual  meeting 
on  March  21.  The  Clady,  Glenavvy,  and  other  local 
streams  open  to-day  (Saturday).  They  are  all  high 
and  dirty. — J.A.B. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork). — The  river  in  bank-high 
flood.  Very  little  sport  since  last  report.  With  the 
present  brokan  weather  the  river  is  not  likely  to  be 
in  order  for  some  days. — ^W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — In  consequence  of  the 
low  state  of  the  rivers  there  has  been  no  sport  what- 
ever since  the  opening  day,  Feb.  12.  The  long  spell 
of  frost  passed  over  without  much  rain  ;  the  rivers  ran 
very  shallow  and  resulted  in  serious  disappointment 
to  anglers  up  to  the  present  date.  In  tho  Limerick 
district  of  the  county  the  fishing  will  commence  on 
March  1,  and  everything  points  to  a  successful  season. 
The  spawning  was  excellent  in  all  the  tributaries  of 
the  lakes  and  rivers  Inny  and  Brosna,  both  with 
reference  to  salmon  and  trout,  and  every  possible  effort 
was  made  for  the  protection  of  the  fish  during  the 
close  time,— T.  J.  W. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — Sport  since  the  season 
opened  on  Feb.  12  has  been  very  indifferent ;  for  the 
first  week  keen  frost  and  dead  low  water  prevailed, 
and  during  the  past  week  a  little  freshet,  due  to 
melted  snow,  did  little  to  improve  matters.  A  few 
fish  have  been  killed  on  the  most  favoured  reaches. 
On  Slane  Castle  Water  Captain  Coppinger,  has, 
I  understand,  taken  eight  or  nine  fish  from 
161b.  to  241b.  each.  On  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis 
Ley  and  party  have  taken  seven,  from  101b.  to  261b. 
each.  On  Stackallen,  Mr.  Jamieson's  fisherman  has 
taken  two  or  three,  the  largest  311b. ;  and  on  the 
Blackwater  Mills  section  Mr.  Slater  has  had  eight  from 
111b.  to  231b.  each.  As  far  as  I  can  hear  the  above 
comprise  the  take  for  this  river  to  date. — Claeet  Fly. 

Btiudrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather 
was  unsettled  and  unfavourable  for  angling  during 
the  past  week,  and,  in  consequence,  not  much  fishing 
was  done.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton  hooked  and  landed  a 
nice  scaring  salmon  of  91b.  weight  on  Feb.  21.  At 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  rather  stormy,  with 
cold  N.E.  wind,  yet,  as  it  has  not  rained  much  for  the 
past  few  days,  the  river  is  getting  into  nice  fishing 
order,  as  regards  size  of  water. — M.  Eogan  &  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — To-day  (March  1),  the 
season  opens  on  the  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry. 
At  time  of  writing  both  are  pretty  high,  and  should 
be  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing  on  the  opening  day. 
Trout  have  not  been  seen  rising  lately,  although  the 
snow  water  is  now  out  of  both  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  continues  very  backward 
on  all  the  Kerry  rivers.  The  outlook  is  improving  at 
time  of  writing. — T.J.D. 

Eillarney  Lakes. — Sport  has  not  been  good  owing 
to  unfavourable  weather  conditions.  The  waters  are 
now  in  good  order,  though,  perhaps,  rather  too  high 
still  for  successful  angling, — ^T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  the  river 
has  been  in  continual  flood,  and  the  rain  seems  as 
though  it  intended  to  continue  for  some  time  yet. 
The  following  have  had  sport :  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell,  one, 
111b. ;  Mr.  P.  Mahony,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  E.  Nettles,  one, 
91b. ;  General  Fitzgerald,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan, 
one,'  71b. ;  Mr.  S.  levers,  two,  81b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  M. 
Lyons,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Fred  Dale,  one,  91b.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
There  has  been  a  complete  absence  of  sport,  as  far  as 
Ealmon  are  concerned^  since  last  report.  The  water  is 
now  very  high  and  much  discoloured,  and  prospects 
are  unfavourable  for  the  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Ziou^hs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  mild  and  warm  for  the  past  few 
days,  and  the  snow  broth  has  all  disappeared  out 
of  the  river.  Mr.  J.  H.,  on  Feb.  24,  hooked  and 
played  a  springer  for  over  half  an  hour,  but  he  broke 
away  through  getting  foul  on  the  bottom  ;  he  was 
afterwards  taken  at  the  salmon  weirs  with  the  fly 
firmly  stuck  in  his  jaw ;  weight  26ilb.  There  are  a 
good  many  new  fish  showing  in  the  pools.  Loughs 
are  keeping  high.  Some  nice  takes  of  trout  were  got 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hbabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
frost  and  snow  and  stinging  north  veinds  have  dis- 
sppeared,  and  henceforth  we  may  expect  to  make  up 
for  lost  tima  on  the  river.  During  the  last  few  days 
the  brothers  T.  and  J.  Grimes  have  killed  three  hand- 
some new  salmon  on  my  preserved  water  under  the 
Weir  wall.    Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  on  any  of 


the  other  preserves.    Trout  fishing  is  improving. — 

S.  J.  HUBLEY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  continues 
in  first-class  order  and  the  weather  is  very  favourable. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  W.  B.  Moorhead  killed,  on  Feb.  21, 
one  salmon,  231b ;  Feb.  24,  one  salmon,  231b.  On 
Newgarden,  the  fishermen  killed,  on  Feb.  18th,  one 
salmon,  251b.  ;  Feb.  24,  one  salmon,  831b.  On  Her- 
mitage, the  fishermen  killed,  on  Feb.  24,  one  salmon, 
291b. ;  Feb.  25,  one  salmon,  191b.  On  the  Worlds-end, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon  82Jlb.  on  Fob. 
11.  On  the  same  fishery  Mr.  John  Enright  killed  one 
salmon,  311b.,  on  Feb.  22. — John  Eneiqht  &  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — On  Monday  (Feb.  24)  four  anglers 
had  twenty-two  pollack,  fifteen  whiting,  and  thirty 
gurnard.  This  is  the  only  sport  worth  recording  from 
here.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Very  little  fishing  has  been  done 
around  here  recently,  as  the  weather  was  unfavourable 
and  the  sea  generally  too  rough  for  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — On  favourable  days  good  sport  was  had  at 
pollack  and  hake  at  several  points  along  the  coast 
here.— T.J.D. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  much  milder 
this  week,  and  fishermen  have  been  on  the  move 
oftener.  Some  nice  size  pollack  were  taken  at  Penlee 
Point  on  Monday  (Feb.  24)  on  the  black  sand-eel,  and 
some  smaller  ones  on  the  rod  from  some  of  the  piers. 
The  lobster-pots  this  week  have  been  doing  well,  but 
our  friend  Mr.  Eoach,  who  works  several  fleets  of 
them,  has  had  some  nasty  experiences,  as  one  of  the 
gunboats  evidently  took  him  for  a  target,  and  the 
shots  were  dancing  merrily  around  his  boat  while  he 
was  hauling  the  pots.  The  pleasures  of  fishing  are 
not  enhanced  by  shots  from  a  4  ■  7  dropping  close  to 
you.  Bass  have  been  on  the  feed  again  in  Cattewater, 
where  they  have  been  taken  from  the  piers  on  pater- 
nosters. I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
on  board  H.M.S.  Pearl.  He  says :  I  found  your  large 
red  sand-eel  very  killing  at  Ascension  for  cavally  ;  also 
caught  a  shark  about  3ft.  long  on  it,  which  was  rather 
detrimental  to  the  sand-eel,  though  more  so  to  the 
shark.  The  eel  was  taken  three  times  by  a  frigate 
bird  and  carried  up  some  forty  or  fifty  feet,  till  I 
pulled  it  away,  which  speaks  well  for  its  lifelike 
appearance  when  spinning  through  the  water.  Cer- 
tainly cavally  took  it  better  than  anything  else. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — At  time  of  writing  (Feb.  21)  the 
sea  is  much  calmer,  and  some  good  catches  of  plaice 
and  small  codlings  have  been  made  in  the  bay  by  boat 
anglers,  and  pier  anglers  are  having  fairly  good  sport. 
— H. 

Weymouth. — Since  the  thaw  set  in  fishing  has  been 
resumed.  We  are  now  having  some  nice  mild  weather 
with  sunshine.  Some  good  fishing  has  been  obtained 
at  the  breakwater,  and  good  catches  of  bass  are  being 
had  at  the  landing  stage  in  the  harbour  and  other 
parts.  The  winds  lately  have  been  chiefly  E.  and  N.E. 
There  seems  to  be  no  likely  change  of  weather  at 
present. — Sea  Bream. 


Jingling  ^ufures. 

March  3. 

Anglers'   Association :   Eenting  and  Preservation 
Committee  meeting. 

Mar.  9. — Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
„    11. — Fly-Fishers  :  Annual  dinner. 
„    12. — B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    15. — Lychnobites  :  Concert. 
,,    18. — Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    23. — Anglers'   Benevolent   Society :    Lea  com- 
petition. 


Jlssociations 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will 
meet  on  Monday  (March  3)  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G. 

WOODEDPP. 


British  Sea  Anglees'  Society — 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  society  was  held  aC  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  26,  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in  the  chair. 
The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  year  1901  were  unanimously 
received  and  adopted,  being  submitted  by  the  chair- 
man in  a  very  exhaustive  speech,  going  fully  into 
the  society's  proceedings  during  the  past  year,  and 
very  explicitly  laying  before  members  details  of  the 
accounts  and  the  financial  position,  which  was  good, 
the  balance  in  hand  at  Deo.  31  being  over  £400. 
Unanimous  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
out-going  committee  and  auditors.    A  ballot  then 


took  place  for  the  election  of  officers  and  members 
of  committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  president : 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  D.L.,  J.P.  ;  vice- 
presidents :  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
and  Montgomery,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Brassey, 
K.C.B.,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  T.  Marriott,  K.C., 
J.A.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  Lord  Claud 
J.  Hamilton,  the  Hon.  A.  E.  Pellowes,  M.P.,  Admiral 
Sir  P.  Leopold  McClintock,  K.C.B.,  P.R.S.,  Sir  M. 
M.  Bhownaggroe,  K.C.I.E.,  M.P.,  Sir  Harald  G. 
Hewett,  Bart.,  Sir  George  R.  Sitwell,  Bart.,  Colonel 
Clifford  Probyn,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  A.  N.  Wollaston,  Esq., 
CLE.,  J.P.,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  of  Dover,  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  of  Scarborough,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of 
Southend,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Yarmouth, 
the  Prime  Warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
the  President  of  the  St.  Catalina  Tuna  Club,  V.  G. 
Aflalo,  Esq.,  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  Esq.,  J.  W.  Blakey, 
Esq.,  C.  H.  Cook,  Esq.,  T.  A.  Dorricn-Smith,  Esq., 
Gerald  Geoghegan,  Esq.,  Alfred  Nuthall,  Esq.,  J. P., 
Charles  A.  Payton,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul  of  Calais,  W. 
Senior,  Esq.  [Field),  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  (Fishing 
Gazette) ;  the  hon.  treasurer  :  R.  Biddulph  Martin, 
Esq.,  M.P. ;  hon.  solicitor,  G.  R.  Cran,  Esq. ;  and  the 
hon.  curator  and  librarian.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patter- 
son, were  unanimously  re-elected  ;  and  the  following 
gentlemen  chosen  as  members  of  committee  :  I\Iessrs. 
T.  B.  Bates,  G.  Read  Clarke,  R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe, 
R.  C.  Graham,  Croft  Handley,  J.  C.  H.  Jago,  Arthur 
J.  King,  A.  E.  Litchfield,  E.  M.  Mallett,  C.  0. 
Minchin,  Cecil  B.  F.  Mount,  F.  W.  Norman,  A.  W. 
Parker,  J.  Pickup,  and  W.  K.  Summers.  The 
auditors,  Messrs.  Harry  Barker,  F.C.A.,  and  Richard 
H.  Nerney,  F.C.A.,  were  re-appointed,  and  proceed- 
ings terminated  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. — W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society — 

Mr.  R.  Davison  occupied  the  chair  last  Tuesday, 
notable  as  being  that  of  the  first  "  weighing  in," 
when  a  remarkable  catch  of  eighty-five  roach  and 
dace  (principally  the  former),  caught  that  day  at 
Cookham  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  was  exhibited.  The 
fish,  which  weighed  altogether  441b.,  were  in  fine 
condition.  Mr.  Williams  also  reported  sizeable  jack 
(taken  spinning)  at  Taplow.  Three  members  were 
announced  as  joining  the  society  since  last  week, 
and  various  additions  (by  donation)  were  made  to 
the  library,  etc.  The  society  now  meets  regularly 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

The  Rev.  E.  Meyer  presided  at  this  Society's 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  showed  a 
nice  tray  of  roach,  captured  from  the  new  stretch 
of  coarse  fishing  secured  by  the  society  at  Kelvedon. 
The  river  was  reported  to  be  in  very  fair  condition. 
Mr.  Borthwick  had  chub  from  the  Kennet.  The 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  March  IS,  when  Mr. 
A.  E.  Franklin  will  preside. — J.  H.  Walker, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatoeial  Society — 

Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  vice-president, 
and  to  the  illness  of  several  of  the  other  prominent 
members  of  the  society,  the  committee  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  postpone  the  annual  dinner  until 
a  date  in  April  to  be  announced  as  soon  as  possible. 

M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  Hon.  Sec. 
South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List  — 
The  visit  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  25,  was  very  successful.  Eighteen 
clubs  answered  to  the  roll-call. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stopes  Angling  Society,  Little  Lever. 

The  annual  feast,  kindly  given  by  the  president, 
Mr.  Councillor  Peter  Stringfellow,  took  place  on 
Feb.  22.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  wis  spent 
in  harmony.  The  Radcliffe  Glee  baud  kindly  enter- 
tained the  membars. — J.  Holland,  Sac. 

Tiverton  Fishing  Association. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  assosiation  it  was 
reported  that  the  sosiety  was  in  a  sound  financial 
position.  Mr.  Unwin,  M.F.H.,  has  been  appointed 
to  fill  the  office  of  president  in  the  place  of  Mr.  T. 
C.  Daniel,  resigned.  Mr.  C.  Caren,  J. P.,  has  been 
appointed  vice-president.  All  the  other  officers 
were  re-elected. — C.  E.  Tompkins. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association — 

We  held  our  annual  winter  dinner  at  the  Man- 
chester Hotel,  Alder.'jgate  Street,  on  Feb.  20,  Mr. 
H.  Harding  iu  the  chair,  Mr.  John  Crowley  in  the 
vic3-chair  ;  musical  director,  Jlr.  Hilton  Davis. 
About  thirty-six  members  and  friends  attended, 
and  after  the  usual  toasts,  tho  company  listened 
to  some  excellent  music,  songs,  etc.  Aftec  referring 
lo  the  antiquity  of  the  association,  remirking  ho 
believed  it  to  be  the  oldest  in  England,  the  chairman 
resvuned  his  seat,  intimating  his  readiuess  to  coi  - 
tribute  a  substantial  amount  towards  o-r  next 
season's  prize  list.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
musical  director,  Mr,  Hilton  Davis,  terminated  a 
most  enjoyable  meeting. — M.  Cuddon,  Hon.  Sec. 
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Everybody  believes  in  luck,  except  fools,  loho  attribute 
their  successes  to  their  merits. — S.  Gbundy. 


Mr.  William  Howlett,  general  secretary  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Lark  Angling  and  Preservation  Society, 
has,  by  order  of  the  committee,  issued  the  following 
notice  :  "  Worm  Fishing  in  the  society's  waters  during 
the  close  season  for  coarse  fishing  is  Strictly  Pro- 
hibited." 


"  South- West  "  writes  :  "  I  was  interested  to  read 
'  Dragnet's  '  note  on  the  big  pike  caught  in  the  Itchen. 
I  can  give  another  instance  of  the  capture  of  a 
marauding  pike  in  the  Test.  This  fish  was  caught  at 
the  usual  netting.  When  taken  out  of  the  net  and 
killed,  the  tail  of  a  fish  was  seen  in  its  mouth.  We 
did  not  open  the  pike,  but  merely  pulled  the  swallowed 
fish  out  backwards.  This  proved  to  be  a  female  trout, 
which  had  spawned,  nineteen  inches  in  length.  The 
pike  weighed  191b.  and  had  not  spawned.  The  head  of 
the  trout  was  quite  digested,  the  stump  looking  just 
like  a  billiard  ball,  white  and  polished.  The  remainder 
of  the  trout  seemed  to  be  quite  fresh.  We  looked 
upon  it  as  a  most  lucky  capture,  to  secure  the  spawn 
of  such  a  heavy  pike,  and  it  was  a  further  piece  of  luck 
that  the  unfortunate  trout  had  gone  through  the 
spavming  operation." 


In  another  column  my  chief  expresses  the  opinion 
that  describing  the  methods  of  poachers  is  rather  apt 
to  make  poachers  of  those  who  have  been  honest 
anglers.  Some  time  ago  the  Fishing  Gazette  described 
how  fish  were  "  foxed  "  by  a  drug,  and  forthwith  there 
came  inquiries  as  to  how  the  thing  was  made  and 
used.  This  rather  reminds  me  of  the  ostler's  con- 
fession. He  poured  into  the  ear  of  the  priest  a 
catalogue  of  sins  and  came  to  a  dead  stop.  "Have 
you  never  greased  the  teeth  of  travellers'  horses  to 
prevent  them  eating  their  oats?"  asked  the  priest. 
"  No,"  said  the  ostler  with  pious  horror,  "  I  have 
never  done  that !  " 

****** 

Next  time  the  ostler  came  to  confession,  "  greasing 
horses'  teeth"  was  the  first  crime  he  asked  pardon  for. 
"Why  you  told  me  you  never  did  that,"  said  the 
priest.  "  I  never  knew  of  the  dodge  until  your 
reverence  told  me  of  it,"  was  the  unabashed  reply. 


Miss  Foetescuk  Bbickdalb,  the  artist,  has  recently 
been  honoured  in  the  world  of  art.  Many  of  her 
delightful  pictures  have  been  on  view  at  Lord 
Leighton's  house.  I  remember  with  pleasure  her 
pretty  illustrations  to  that  charming  angling  book, 
"  A  Cotswold  Village." 


Sir  Massey  Lopes  has  always  been  a  good  friend  to 
that  noble  institution  "  The  Cancer  Hospital,"  Pulham, 
S.W.  He  has  just  given  a  donation  of  £1000  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  3  per  cent.  Debenture 
Stock  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  patients  more 
spiritual  attention.  The  hospital  needs  such  generous 
help,  for  the  demands  upon  the  funds  are,  alas  1  much 
increasing. 


The  London  United  Angling  Societies'  fourteenth 
annual  open  angling  competition  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent 
Home  funds  will  take  place  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
March  23.  Several  valuable  prizes  are  already 
promised  for  this  competition,  to  which  the  com- 
mittee would  be  pleased  to  add,  if  ever  so  small  in 
value,  and  which  will  be  thankfully  received  and 
acknowledged.  Tickets,  one  shilling  each,  may  be 
obtained  of  the  committee,  or  S.  Malby,  hon.  sec,  9, 
Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N.,  to  whom  all  com- 
munications should  be  addressed. 


I  HAVE  a  friend  at  St.  Neots  who  must  read  his 
Fishing  Gazette  with  Sam  Weller's  double  barrelled 
patent  gas  microscope  of  hextra  power.  If  a  comma 
goes  wrong  he  sends  me  a  wireless  message,  if  a  full 
point  is  missing  he  writes  me  a  long  remonstrance,  and 
if  there  should  be  the  slightest  misquotation  he  groans 
because  he  cannot  send  the  whole  Fishing  Gazette  staff 
to  the  Tower  without  permission  to  angle  in  the  castle 
moat  from  the  barred  windows.  Last  week  Mr.  J. 
Berryman  mentioned  a  certain  "grace."  Forthwith 
there  comes  from  St.  Neots  the  correct  version  : — 

"  Some  ha'  meat  wha  canna  eat, 
And  some  there  be  wha  want  it, 

We  ha'  meat  and  we  can  eat, 
And  so  the  Lord  be  thankit." 

Thanks  I  always  glad  to  be  reminded  of  dear  old  Bobbie 
Burns  (is  that  Burns?),  and  always  glad  to  correct  an 
error  or  give  a  "  revised  version."  Corrections  are, 
however,  sometimes  unfortunate.  An  editor  once 
wrote  of  an  old  officer  as  a  "  battle  scarred  veteran," 


the  "  comp."  made  it  "bottle  scarred  veteran,"  and 
next  week  "corrected"  it  to  "battle  scared  veteran," 
which,  I  regret  to  say,  brought  the  old  warrior  to  the 
office  in  a  devil  of  a  temper. 


From  my  friend  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  of  37,  Caversham- 
road,  N.W.,  I  have  received  a  beautiful  facsimile  of 
the  order  of  procession  at  the  Coronation  of  Queen 
Victoria.  This  document  is  of  historical  interest,  and 
should _  be  secured  and  placed  side  by  side  with 
souvenirs  of  the  coming  June  ceremony. 


The  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  Adur  Fishery 
District  and  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  have 
applied  to  the  Town  Council  for  the  joint  use  of  a 
tank  or  tanks  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  fish,  on  the 
same  conditions  as  such  facilities  were  granted  by  the 
late  Aquarium  Company.  The  Aquarium  Committee 
recommend  the  Town  Council  to  comply  with  the 
request,  the  Association  to  be  charged  with  the  cost 
of  the  fishes'  food. 


The  poetic  period  of  England,  says  the  "  Licensed 
Victuallers'  Official  Annual,"  is  quickly  vanishing 
through  the  prosaic  and  sordid  struggle  that  has 
grown  with  the  increase  of  population  and  competi- 
tion. But,  notwithstanding,  there  is  a  halo  of  quaint 
romance  and  interest  for  sporting  humanity  that  will 
cling  for  ever  around  such  books  as  "  The  Compleat 
Angler "  of  Izaak  Walton.  Three  centuries  have 
passed  since  the  genial  sportsman  wrote  his  book,  and 
still  it  flows  as  freshly  through  the  green  meads  of 
popularity,  and  as  brightly  as  his  favourite  river,  the 
ever  flowing  Lea.  This  beautiful  river  was  well 
worthy  the  admiration  of  the  great  angler,  and  with 
homely  loveliness  it  still  keeps  its  serpentine  course, 
and  ever  varying  sylvan  scenes,  bordered  with  golden 
banks  of  primroses  and  cowslips ;  through  tangles  of 
the  blackberry  brambles,  pearl  hung  with  bloom  of  the 
bell-wind  flower,  it  glides  to.kiss  the  perfume  of  the  haw- 
thorn, wild  rose,  honeysuckle,  and  meadow-sweet,  till, 


Bleak  Hall. 


townward  wandering  through  the  grassy  banks  of  pink- 
lit  daisies,  it  reaches  the  favourite  walk  of  its  old  lover 
that  lies  between  Tottenham  and  Ware.  It  was  during 
those  pleasant  rambles  with  the  rod  and  fly  that  Izaak 
Walton  varied  his  enioyment  by  rest  and  refreshment 
at  his  favourite  tavern,  mentioned  in  "  The  Compleat 
Angler,"  the  old  ale-house  called  Bleak  Hall ;  it  stood 
about  a  mile  from  Edmonton,  at  a  place  called  Cook's 
Perry.  It  was  to  this  house  that  "  Piscator  "  took  his 
Scholar,  and  then  it  was  "An  honest  ale-house  where 
might  be  found  a  cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the 
windows,  and  twenty  ballads  stuck  about  the  wall, 
with  a  hostess  both  cleanly,  handsome,  and  civil." 
The  house  at  the  right  of  the  sketch  was  all  that 
remained  of  Bleak  Hall  in  1844.  It  had  been  the 
kitchen  of  the  old  tavern,  with  a  room  above  that  was 
reached  by  exterior  stairs,  where  tackles  of  the 
fishermen  of  the  Lea  had  been  kept,  in  fact,  a  store- 
room for  the  accommodation  of  the  customers  of  Bleak 
Hall. 


A  story  about  the  death  of  Victor  Hugo,  whose 
centenary  has  been  celebrated  this  week,  refers  to  the 
publication  of  a  notice  of  the  death  of  the  poet  in  a 
a  journal  devoted  to  the  craft  of  the  gentle  Izaak. 
The  Gazette  des  P&cheurs  a  la  Ligne  began  its  obituary 
notice  in  the  following  well-chosen  terms  :  "  Victor 
Hugo  was  not  an  angler.    We  cannot,  however,  allow 

this  opportunity  to  pass  ."   There  is  a  faint  breath 

of  tolerance  about  that  "  however,"  the  anglers 
doubtless  thinking  that  an  author  who  neglected 
the  rod  and  line  could  hardly  be  classed  among  "  the 
immortals."  But  although  Victor  Hugo  was  not  a 
fisherman  his  "  Toilers  of  the  Sea  "  shows  that  he  had 
a  syrnpathy  as  wide  and  deep  as  the  blue  ocean.  His 
description  of  a  seascape  was  as  breezy  and  as  fresh  as 
a  picture  by  Brett.  I  love  Victor  Hugo  as  man  and 
poet,  and  he  fills  his  niche  in  paradise  even  though  he 
was  not  an  angler. 


At  a  grand  cost  of  £42,000  the  British  Government 
is  about  to  contribute  two  steamers  to  the  international 
scheme  for  investigating  problems  connected  with  the 
fisheries  of  the  North  Sea  and  adjacent  waters.  This 
may  be  taken  as  a  result  of  the  International  Con- 


ference for  the  Exploration  of  the  Sea,  which  was 
held  at  Christiania  last  May,  and  of  the  increasing 
grumbling  of  North  Sea  fishermen  that  fishing  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be,  and  that  the  North  Sea  is  fast 
emptying.  An  international  investigation  is  about 
to  begin.  It  will  extend  over  three  years,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  allows  £16,000  in  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates  just  issued  as  a  first  contribu- 
tion towards  the  £42,000. 


Science  _  S  if  tings  which  makes  a  special  feature  of 
showing  its  readers  what  to  buy  and  what  to  avoid, 
has  in  its  issue  of  Feb.  22  a  lengthy  article  on 
"  Beecham's  Pills,"  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — "  We  have  examined  this  special  medica- 
ment, and  find  it  contains  carefully  selected  carmina- 
tive, bitter,  and  purgative  principles  of  vegetable 
origin.  We  have  also  perused  some  of  the  advertising 
literature  associated  with  it,  and  even  in  view  of  the 
advertisement-writer's  usual  illustrative  method  we 
find  nothing  which  cannot  be  substantiated.  Every- 
thing in  remedies  of  the  class  before  us  depends  on 
the  nicety  with  which  they  are  compounded,  and  the 
proper  proportioning  and  selecting  of  the  constituents, 
and  in  these  respects  '  Beecham's  Pills '  are  admir- 
able. Without  hesitation  then  we  award  the  Science 
SiPTiNQS  Certificate  op  Merit  to  -Mr.  Thomas 
Beecham,  tif  St.  Helens,  Lancashire." 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Transvaal : — 

"  Kaffir  Spruit,  Jan.  20." 

"  I  have  been  building  a  bridge  here  with  A  , 

which  is  just  finished.  The  bottom  of  the  spruit  is 
flat  rock,  and  so  there  is  no  hold  for  an  anchor  to 
anchor  back  the  trestles,  and  we  have  been  blasting 
holes  in  it  with  gun  cotton.  After  each  explosion  all 
the  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  are  stunned  and  float 
belly  upwards,  when  they  are  at  once  collected.  They 
are  poor  eating  and  dry,  full  of  bones.  Their  bones 
had  less  system  than  a  herring."  The  writer,  an 
officer  of  the  Boyal  Engineers,  is  an  enthusiastic  fisher- 
man, and  when  at  home  catches  salmon  and  trout  in 
Mayo,  asks :  "  Are  these  fish  the  '  white-fish  '  ?  They 
seem  to  afiord  no  sport  except  to  hungry  bridge- 
building  dynamiters !  " 


Me.  Tim  McCarthy  has  issued  "  A  Hand  Guide  for 
Anglers,"  telling  them  "  where  to  fish  in  Kerry."  The 
book  may  be  had  from  the  author  at  the  Angler's 
Rest,  Waterville,  Kerry.  Numerous  testimonials  from 
those  who  have  visited  him  show  that  Tim  is  a  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend  to  all  anglers  who  go  to  his 
part  of  Ireland,  and  his  book  is,  like  himself,  full  of 
bright  and  useful  information. 


"The  Thames,"  says  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  "has 
greatly  benefited  by  the  rain  on  Monday,  and  by  the 
showers  which  have  fallen  since.  I  was  at  Wraysbury 
on  Monday,  and  had  the  pleasure  (?)  of  fishing  in  a 
steady  downpour  the  whole  of  the  day.  The  river 
was  particularly  bright,  and  fish  were  difficult  to 
secure.  In  fact  I  had  poor  sport  until  late  in  the 
day,  when  there  was  a  decided  improvement. 
The  "  total  bag,"  however,  was  not  a  good  one. 
On  Wednesday  roach  were  feeding  much  better, 
but  sport  amongst  chub  has  been  the  best.  The 
river  is  now  of  a  nice  colour,  though  the  lock- 
keepers,  scared  by  a  little  rain  lest  there  shall  be 
floods,  have  run  the  water  off,  and  on  Thursday  the 
river  in  the  Kingston  reach  wcs  actually  below 
summer  level.  There  is  now  less  than  a  fortnight  to 
the  close  of  the  season,  and  judging  by  the  present 
condition  of  the  river  good  sport  should  be  had  to 
finish  up  with.    [Too  late  for  classification.] 


Ip  there  were  many  societies  as  active  and  energetic 
as  the  "  River  Trent  Anti-Pollution  Society  "  then  our 
streams  would  be  swarming  with  fish,  and  the  angler's 
heart  would  be  as  merry  as  that  of  a  grig.  I  don't 
know  exactly  what  a  grig  is,  but  I  believe  he  can  give 
points  in  merriment  to  a  sand-boy,  and  win  hands 
down. 

In  1896  the  river  Trent  was  much  polluted.  At 
once  the  above-named  society  took  the  matter  up, 
money  was  liberally  subscribed  and  action  taken,  and 
the  Corporation  of  Nottingham,  which  had  been  very 
naughty  in  the  matter,  had  to  expend  something  like 
£400,000  to  prevent  their  sewage  farm  polluting  the 
Trent,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  will  not  now 
allow  any  more  sewage  to  go  into  the  river.  The 
"  River  Trent  Anti-Pollution  Society  "  has  done  good 
work,  and  has  now  handed  over  £43  to  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  so  that  such  good  work  may  be  con- 
tinued. Congratulations  to  Mr.  I.  W.  Foster  and  his 
colleagues.  Such  men  would  soon  make  the  Augean 
stables  clean  and  put  an  end  to  the  smoke  nuisance. 
Mr.  Izaak  Foster  is  an  Achilles-like  warrior  who  does 
not  sulk  in  his  Trent  (I  mean  Tent),  but  comes  out 
and  does  battle  in  the  open,  and  he  has  had  a  splendid 
president  in  Mr.  W.  Gaskell.  These  gentlemen,  with 
Dr.  Wright,  Mr.  J.  Bennett,  and  others,  may  receive 
the  hearty  thanks  of  DaAaNEi, 
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pFovineial  Angling  Kotes 

^    must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  important  matter  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion seceding  from  the  Provincial  Association  is 
causing  a  great  amount  of  discussion  in  Birmingham. 
All  the  clubs  have  received  circulars  from  Mr.  H. 
Miller,  the  secretary  of  the  P.  A.  A.,  which  have  been 
worded  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  the  committee 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  to  meet  at  a  very 
short  notice  to  consider  the  situation.  This  meeting 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last  at  the_  head- 
quarters, when  it  was  decided  to  send  out  a  circular 
ignoring  the  one  sent  out  by  Mr.  Miller  and  calling 
the  attention  of  the  clubs  to  the  fact  that  if  they 
remained  loyal  to  the  mother  association  all  would  be 
well  iu  the  end,  and  the  same  privileges  would  be 
enjoyed  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  at  a  saving  of  near 
upon  £100  per  annum.  There  are  a  number  of  clubs 
who  were  opposed  to  seceding  who  are  now  convinced 
that  it  will  be  to  the  benefit  of  Birmingham  anglers 
to  adhere  to  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  general 
meeting  of  the  association.  Another  special  meeting 
will  be  held  shortly,  when  the  correspondence 
received  from  the  railway  companies  will  be  read 
and  considered.  The  railway  companies  interested 
in  the  matter  are  to  be  approached  by  a  small 
deputation  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Coles, 
Bagley,  and  Eabone.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
Mr.  T.  Coles  remains  loyal  to  his  old  association,  and 
is  at  work  to  follow  out  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee in  such  a  manner  that  in  the  end  will  bring 
about  the  desired  success.  Mr.  J.  Eabone  has  been 
appointed  secretary  pro  tern,  until  the  next  meetings 
appoint  a  permanent  secretary.  Owing  to  matters 
being  so  unsettled  the  annual  association  dinner 
has  been  postponed  for  some  little  time.  Angling 
prospects  seem  to  be  a  little  brighter,  the  frost  has 
left  us,  and  the  weather  is  now  warmer.  The 
ice  is  beginning  to  disappear,  and  there  is  eve'ry  chance 
of  some  good  fish  being  caught  previous  to  the  close 
season  coming  in.  Some  of  our  members  have  obtained 
permission  to  fish  some  grand  private  waters,  and  the 
results  should  be  worth  recording.  The  canals  should 
be  fished  by  Monday  next,  March  3 ;  with  the  present 
weather  lasting  out,  those  who  want  a  bit  of  pike 
fishing  should  not  forget  that  the  canal  at  Brearley  is 
well  stocked  with  fish  at  the  present  time.  The  spoon 
bait  will  be  found  to  be  the  lure  for  these  fish  at  the 
place  mentioned. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  disappearance  of  the  frost  rain  has  fallen 
in  the  Fen  district,  and  the  streams  on  Tuesday  were 
running  in  a  partial  state  of  flood.  Under  these 
circumstances  little  angling  is  yet  to  be  had.  The 
rise  will  do  good,  for  it  will  clear  away  all  that 
remained  of  the  frost.  The  weather  is  much  milder, 
and  when  the  waters  subside  good  sport  should  be 
,had.  Coarse  fishing  is  nearly  at  an  end,  but  anglers 
are  hoping  to  have  another  turn  amongst  the  roach 
before  the  advent  of  the  close  season.  During  the 
severe  weather  the  Bain  was  about  the  only  stream 
where  sport  was  at  all  possible,  and  this  only  on  the 
more  turbulent  sections.  ^Trolling  has  on  several 
occasions  this  season  been  interfered  with  by  flood 
and  frost,  but  under  more  genial  conditions  anglers 
yet  expect  to  reckon  with  some  of  the  big  pike  which 
the  Fen  waters  contain. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  mild  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  river  Hull  and  its 
tributaries  are  now  getting  into  nice  condition 
again,  a  few  showers  of  rain  having  improved 
matters  generally  both  on  the  river  and  the 
Driffield  Canal;  and  should  the  weather  continue 
mild  some  fair  sport  should  be  had  amongst 
roach,  and  especially  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river, 
which  is  now  (Wednesday)  in  first-class  order  for  either 
roach  or  pike  fishing.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is 
also  in  much  better  condition  this  week.  The  Ludd  and 
Ancholme,  in  Lincolnshire,  are  also  in  fair  condition. 
Several  Hull  societies  are  holding  their  annual 
dinners  and  prize  presentations  this  week,  and 
amongst  which  the  Duke  of  York  anglers  dine 
together  at  headquarters  on  Friday  evening,  so  likewise 
do"  the  members  of  Messrs.  Holmes  &  Sons'  Angling 
club,  on  the  same  evening,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel. 
The  County  Angling  Association  met  at  the  Ordnance 
Arms,  in  East  PIull,  the  other  evening,  and  elected 
their  executive  for  1902. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  report  from  the  Bollin  on  Feb.  2G  was,  "  River 
bank  full  of  snow-broth,  but  weather  nice  and  mild 
with  a  few  showers."  The  Wigan  centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  are  in  for  three,  if 
not  four,  big  matches.  June  28,  cup  competi- 
tion ;  July  26,  the  great  annual  match ;  Aug.  23, 
the  Shield  Competition.  In  order  to  get  a  popular 
water  care  has   been   taken  to  get    an  opinion 


from  the  members  through  the  medium  of  ballot 
papers.  A  special  event  arranged  for  Aug.  2  will  have 
to  be  fished  on  another  date,  as  the  parent  association 
have  taken  that  date  for  their  premier  event 
at  Kirby  and  district  in  the  L.  and  L.  Canal. 
At  Warrington  there  is  any  amount  of  interest  taken 
in  local  club  items.  The  contemplated  Shield  will 
receive  further  attention  next  Thursday.  A  few  local 
rods  have  been  to  the  Severn  during  the  recent  severe 
weather,  and  obtained  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  local  rods  arc  at  last  showing  signs  of  activity. 
The  Thirty  Club  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
programme  provided  for  their  musical  afternoon. 
The  "Smokers"  had  a  sides  match  at  Poynton  last 
week-end,  but  failed  to  obtain  a  verdict.  Previous 
to  the  match,  however,  they  caught  a  few  small 
fish.  It  seems  a  pity  that  those  who  issue 
our  travelling  cards  do  not  take  the  trouble 
to  get  railway  companies  to  issue  instructions 
to  the  booking  clerks  to  accept  the  old 
card  until  the  new  one  is  printed.  As  a  rule 
altered  fares  come  late  in  the  old  year,  and  this  pre- 
vents getting  the  new  ones  out  by  Jan.  1,  so  it  may  bo 
worth  while  to  alter  the  date  of  issue.  Local  rods 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  olficials  at  Northwich 
are  very  much  alive,  and  are  reorganising  their  forces. 
It  is  also  reported  that  the  Crannage  Brook  contains  a 
very  fair  supply  of  decent  trout. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  fallen  steadily  for  many  hours,  and  at  the 
period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  running  iu  semi- flood, 
with  the  water  still  rising.  Tho  rise  appears  to  have 
been  caused  by  the  swollen  condition  of  the  Dove  and 
Derwent,  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  vast  quantities 
-of  snow  capped  the  Staffordshire  and  Derbyshire  hills 
on  the  closing  days  of  last  week.  The  rain  has  cleared 
them  and  the  broth  has  found  its  outlet  in  the  rivers 
named.  These,  in  turn,  join  tho  Trent,  the  Dove 
opposite  Newton  Solney,  and  the  Derwent  about  a 
mile  above  the  village  of  Sawley.  Before  the  change 
club  fishermen  were  enjojing  capital  sport  amongst 
the  "loggerheads"  with  pith  and  brains.  Many 
substantial  catches  were  effected,  including  one  of 
17  fish  by  Mr.  F., James  and  Mr.  T.  Lewis  of  the 
City  Fox  and  Owl  Society.  These  gentlemen  patronised 
the  Hazleford  district  and  got  tho  whole  of  their 
quarry  in  less  than  la  couple  of  hours'  streaming.  At 
Sawley  on  Saturday  (Feb.  22)  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks  killed 
a  choice  lot  of  roach,  chub,  and  perch,  with  the 
brandling  worm ;  and  a  handsome  tray  of  roach  and 
bream  from  the  same  waters  was  shown  by  Mr.  E. 
Bayley,  who  was  out  again  on  Wednesday.  The  rise 
should  improve  the  character  of  sport  all  round, 
though  piking  ought  to  be  regarded  as  over 
for  the  season.  It  might  also  bring  up  some 
spring  run  salmon,  for  the  alteration  has  occurred 
at  a  most  opportune  period  for  the  ascent 
of  the  lordly  fish.  In  recent  seasons  they  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  would  that  the  late 
years  of  the  "  eighties  "  revive  !  In  those  years,  '5, 
'6,  and  '7,  no  end  fell  to  the  rod  at  King's  Mills  and 
Shardlow  alone. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  severe,  but  at  the  early 
part  of  the  week  it  became  much  milder,  and  there 
has  been  rain  each  day.  The  rivers  are  a  good  level 
and  a  good  colour,  the  takes  of  coarse  fish  good  by  the 
moderate  number  that  have  been  after  them,  par- 
ticularly the  dace,  which  are  now  getting  heavy  in 
spawn.  Pike  have  not  been  feeding  very  freely, 
but  several  have  been  taken  since  Monday 
(Feb.  24),  heaviest,  91b.  5oz.,  taken  by  J.  Smith. 
The  salmon  nets  have  been  doing  fairly  well  this 
week;  three  fine  fish  were  caught  by  Ewers  at  Lin- 
combe.  The  Diglis  nets  (Jenkins  &  Co.)  three  of 
201b.  each,  two  of  171b.  each,  and  one  141b.,  besides 
those  taken  by  the  nets  who  work  for  Mr.  Hunt  and 
the  Clevelode  and  Upton  on  Severn  fishermen,  who 
have  all  been  successful.  If  the  present  open  weather 
continues  a  great  number  of  club  members  will  be 
after  the  coarse  fish,  and  sport  should  be  very  good. 
FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  very  little  to  talk  about  in  local  angling 
matters.  The  frost  for  some  time  prevented  sport, 
and  as  yet  the  thaw  has  not  worked  wonders  on  the 
rivers,  which  are  getting  rid  of  a  good  deal  of  broken 
ice  and  much  swollen  water.  Tho  recent  rains, 
which  in  many  districts  were  continuous  and 
rather  heavy,  have  not  materially  affected  the 
streams.  As  these  resume  their  normal  condi- 
tion, anglers  will  have  better  opportunity  for  sport. 
The  interest  in  coarse  fishing  is  diminishing,  and  the 
majority  of  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  the  trout 
season.  The  York  Melbourne  Angling  Club  held  their 
yearly  dinner  at  headquarters,  the  Melbourne  Hotel, 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  there  being  a  large  muster 
of  members  and  visitors.  Mr.  Tom  Jennings,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  success  to  the  club,  said  it  stood 
in  the  front  rank  of  similar  institutions  in  the  city. 
INIr.  George  Blanchard,  the  hon.  secretary,  in  respond- 
ing, said  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  successful  season. 


llofcs  from  il)c  ^or((}. 


A  "  EOTTEN  FitEBH  "  has  at  last  set  in,  and  the  rivers 
are  beginning  to  open  up,  so  that  in  a  day  or  two 
angling  will  be  general  all  over  the  country.  The  ico 
is  heaped  up  on  the  banks  in  many  parts,  and  for  some 
considerable  time  to  come  will  testify  to  the  severity 
of  the  frost. 


Angling  off  the  ice  ha?  been  attended  with  not  a 
little  success  on  the  Dee  last  week.  Mr.  (Hllespio  had 
eleven  fish  from  one  pool  to  the  fly  on  the  Crathcs 
section,  I\Ir.  Meakin  and  party  eight,  Lord  Oarrioch 
one,  and  Captain  Tillard,  R.N.,  two,  on  their  respective 
quarters. 


I  did  not  say  that  the  "  Bill  for  the  Better  Protec- 
tion of  Fish  in  Scotland "  was  not  wanted  in  the 
north  in  the  sense  of  opposing  the  IMU,  but  that 
poaching  for  yellow  trout  did  not  exist  in  the  north 
as  it  did  in  the  south,  and  hence  the  trout  anglers' 
indifference. 


However,  to  show  that  we  are  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand,  I  have  asked  Mr.  CilSllan  to  forward 
me  copies  of  the  petition  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  largely  signed  and  duly  for- 
warded. The  local  M.P.'s  will  be  urged  to  give  it 
their  hearty  support. 

The  death  of  Mr.  John  Berry,  Banchory,  in  tho 
prime  of  manhood,  removes  a  local  angler  and  sports- 
man of  more  than  average  skill.  To  the  numerous 
anglers  frequenting  the  Burnett  Arms  in  the  favourite 
Deesido  resjrt,  the  news  of  his  demise  will  be  learned 
with  profound  regret. 

Mr.  Berry  and  his  brother,  James,  have  yearly 
rented  a  section  of  the  Dee  for  the  summer  months, 
which  was  at  tho  command  of  many  an  angler  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  had  a  cast. 


Mr.  Warrack,  Edinburgh,  has  taken  the  Cobairdy 
shootings  and  fishings  on  a  seven  years'  lease,  and  is 
meantime  staying  at  the  Gordon  Arms,  Huutly. 


The  King  sent  north  two  magnificent  stags  from 
his  deer  park  at  Sandringham  for  Bahnoral  last 
week.  The  animals  arrived  in  splendid  condition. 
It  is  rumoured  that  His  Majesty  intends  creating  a 
deer  park  at  Balmoral. 

My  Ballater  correspondent  writes :  "  The  salmon 
season  continues  to  be  a  complete  failure  here.  Not 
a  single  fish  has  been  caught  as  yet,  although  a  few 
have  been  observed  in  the  pools.  Till  a  thaw  comes 
the  prospects  will  remain  poor." 

Lord  Provost  Fleming,  Aberdeen,  last  week  sent 
presents  of  salmon  from  the  town's  waters  to  Lord 
Strathcona,  Lord  Mount  Stephen,  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Mitchell,  Newcastle,  three  of  the  city's  best  bene- 
factors. 


The  death  of  Mr.  H.  V.  Haig,  of  Ramornic,  Fife- 
shire,  removes  a  well-known  name  from  the  list  of 
northern  sportsmen.  For  many  years  past  he  has 
been  tenant  of  the  Cabrach  (Banffshire)  grouse  moors 
belonging  to  His  Grace  tho  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon. 


The  Cabrach  fishings,  which  really  belonged  to  Mr. 
Haig,  were  free  to  all  and  sundry,  and  as  the  season 
there  is  about  as  late  as  it  possibly  can  be,  many 
English  and  particularly  London  anglers  found  their 
way  thither  during  the  "dog  days"  of  July  and 
August.  Mr.  Haig's  death  is  not  likely  to  affect  the 
privileges  in  this  out  of  the  world  corner,  but  who 
knows  ? 


The  East  Coast  salmon  fishings  are  yielding  good 
results.  The  storm  of  a  week  ago  caused  a  slight 
check,  but  on  Saturday  last  the  best  hauls  were  made 
since  the  season  opened,  and  salmon  were  selling  in 
Aberdeen  at  Is.  7d.  per  lb.  wholesale. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  for  angling  and 
netting  on  Tuesday  (Feb.  2.5).  Only  on  the  coast 
arc  nets  used  now  in  the  Ugie  district. 


The  regulations  for  angling  the  Ugie  have  undergone 
a  considerable  revisal  in  the  hands  of  the  new  lessee, 
the  charges  are  somewhat  higher,  and  altogether  their 
tone  is  such  as  to  delight  the  fly  fisher  at  least. 


Lord  Meldrum  had  the  Culter  water  one  season 
some  years  ago,  and  was  inuch  annoyed  with  tho 
polluted  water  from  the  burn  disturbing  his  favourite 
pool.  "  Go  and  ask  the  manager  to  turn  off. his  water 
for  an  hour  or  two,  and  I'll  give  him  a  day'sjfishing  in 
return."  The  gillie  duly  delivered  the  message,  the 
mill  was  stopped,  and  his  lordship  had  the  satisfaction 
of  clean  water,  but  »o  fish.  Speci.^l  Scotch. 
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MEETING  OF  TAY  SALMON  FISHING 
PROPRIETORS. 


On  Saturday  (Feb.  22)  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of 
salmon  fishings  in  the  Tay  above  Campsie  Linn 
called  by  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  was  held  at  Birnam  to 
reconsider  the  arrangement  come  to  for  taking  ofi  the 
nets  above  the  Linn.  Sir  Robert  Menzies  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  among  the  proprietors  present 
were  Sir  Alex.  Muir  Mackenzie,  Bart.,  Mr.  Stewart 
Fotheringham  of  Murthly,  Colonel  Richardson  of 
Ballathie,  and  Mr.  M'Inroy  of  Lude,  while  the 
Marqms  of  Lansdowne,  the  Earl  of  Ancaster,  Ur 
Buttar  of  Paskally,  Mrs.  Beach  of  Meggernie,  and  the 
proprietors  of  Pitnacree,  Eastertyre,  Killiecrankie,  and 
wvwu^^®""^  represented  by  their  respective  factors. 
With  the  view  of  improving  the  angling  in  the  upper 
?Qoo^^u  ^^'^^  ^'         arranged  by  agreement  in 

layd  that  the  nets  above  Gampsie  Linn  should  be  taken 
ofi  for  five  years,  the  proprietors  being  compensated 
by  payment  of  their  then  rentals.    In  1898  that 
agreement  was  renewed  for  another  five  years.  At 
the  meeting  on  Saturday  Sir  Robert  Menzies  made 
a  long  statement,  in  the  course  of  which  he  con- 
tended that  the  angling  in  the  upper  waters  had 
not  been    improved,   but    rather    deteriorated,  by 
the  arrangement,  while  the  whole  of  the  benefit 
went  to  the  proprietors  of  fishings  between  Perth 
and  Dunkeld.     He  moved  that   a  deputation  be 
appointed  to  approach  Lord  Mansfield  with  a  view  to 
having  all  nets  taken  ofi  above  Perth  Bridge,  inas- 
much as  his  lordship  would  suffer  no  loss,  and  great 
benefit  would  result  to  the  upper  waters.    Sir  Alex- 
ander Muir  Mackenzie  and  Colonel  Richardson  said 
that  they  were  legally  and  morally  bound  to  adhere 
to  the  existing  arrangement  during  the  currency  of 
the    present    agreement,    and    the    former  moved 
accordingly.    On  a  division  Sir  Alexander's  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  seven  to  two.    In  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  Sir  Robert  averred  that  the  result 
of  increasing  the  weekly  slap  by  twelve  hours  ia 
1862  was  to  improve  the  fishings  in  the  waters 
immediately  above  Perth  Bridge,  and  to  raise  the 
netting  rental  of  the  river  between  the  Linn  of 
Oampsie  and  Perth  from  £300  to  £3000  per  annum. 
After  stating  what  had  been  done  in  the  rivers  Dee 
and  Spean,  he  said  that  the  removal  of  all  nets  above 
Perth  Bridge  would  vastly  improve  the  fishings  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  the  only  objector  to  that  was  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  who  had  let  his  fishings  to  a  nettin'^ 
tenant  for  five  years.    If  what  he  recommended  was 
adopted  he  did  not  think  Lord  Mansfield  was  justified, 
even  if  he  were  to  lose  a  few  hundred  pounds,  in  doin^^ 
that  which  would  deprive  the  upper  proprietors  o1 
many  thousands  of  pounds.    But  at  the  same  time  he 
did  not  think  Lord  Mansfield  would  lose  a  sixpence 
bir  Alexander  Muir  Mackenzie  pointed  out  that  it  was 
Sir  Robert  himself  who  moved  the  original  agreement 
should  be  continued  for  another  five  years  Sir 
Robert   in  support  of  his  motion,  said  he  did  not 
think  Lord  Mansfield  was  so  stupid,  if  the  thing  was 
firmly  drummed  into  him,  as  to  persist  in  conduct 
that  would  deprive  the  upper  proprietors  of  that  large 
sum.  Subsequently  Sir  Rjbsrt  referred  to  the  propriety 
of  opening  up  the  Falls  of  Tummell  by  a  canal,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £1000,  but  the  meeting  were  of 
opinion  that  they  would  not  enter  on  that  subject 
seeing  that  it  was  recently  before  a  Royal  Commission 
who  had  not  yet  reported.— Scots7nan. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

ILettevs  to  the  lEbitor. 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MR.  GEEN'S  CAPITAL  ARTICLES. 
Deab  SiK,— I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  Mr.  Geen's 
excellent  articles  on  fishing  in  the  Lyon  have  called 
forth  appreciative  letters  from  men  whose  personal 
experience  of  that  river  enables  them  to  vouch  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  information  he  gives. 

This  is  particularly  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  your  last  issue  a  letter  in  reference  to  another 
article  on  fishing  tends  to  confirm  the  somewhat 
general  opinion  that  accounts  of  fishing  are  often  as 
unreliable  as  the  sport  itself. 

That  Mr.  Geen's  articles  are  not  of  this  nature  I 
too  can  testify  to  from  personal  knowledge,  not  onlv  of 
the  river  but  also  of  the  local  "celebrities"  whose 
characters  he  so  well  portrays.  Mr.  Geen  certainlv 
knows  more  about  the  lower,  or  early,  reaches  of  the 
Lyon  than  any  man  capable  of  writing  a  description 
and  It  IS  most  gratifying  to  see  how  freelv  he  parts 
with  that  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing 
fraternity.  ° 
Few,  no  doubt,  will  be  able  to  profit  by  his  excellent 
advice  as  to  how  and  where  to  fish  in  the  Lyon,  but 
many  will  read  these  interesting  experiences  'of  a 
most  accomplished  fisherman  with  a  sense  of  pleasure 
akm  to  that  experienced  by  the  side  of  "  the  roaring 
Lyon"  in  the  keen  mountain  air.— Yours  truly 
Edinburgh.  Edjidnd  Be'bry. 


THE  STANDARD  WORKS  SICK  CLUB 
REDDITCH. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Standard  Works  Sick 
Club  (S.  Al!co3k  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  was  held  on  the  works 
in  the  "long  rod  shop"  on  Feb.  17,  Mr.  S.  Allcock 
presiding.  The  accDunts  showed  that  during  the  year 
1901  £98  3s.  had  been  paid  in  sick  benefit,  £4  funeral 
benefit,  £19  19s.  subscribed  to  various  hospitals,  and 
at  Christmas  a  bonus  of  4s.  per  each  full  member 
paid.  Some  alterations  to  rules  recammended  by  the 
committee  were  adopted,  one  of  which  increases  the 
usual  monthly  payment  of  one  penny  to  the  hospital 
fund  to  three  halfpence.  The  additional  halfpenny, 
which  13  expected  to  produce  nearly  £10  per  year,  wili 
be  given  to  the  Smallwood  Hospital  Saturday  Fund. 
Mr.  AUccck  was  again  re-elected  president,  Mr.  Leach 
vice-president,  and  the  other  vacancies  in  offices  and 
committee  were  filled. 


HOLLOWAY-.S  OIXTMEXT  AND  PILL.S.  JMseasus  of  the 
S/cm  No  case  of  disease  of  tlie  skin,  be  its  nature  wliat  it  may 
lias  failed  to  he  ijeuelited  wlien  these  potent  remedies  liave  t)eeri 
propeily  applied.  In  scr.jfiilons  and  scorbutic  affections  they 
are  e-iv.-rn.lly  serviceable.  Si  iirvy  ami  eriiptiou.s,  \yliich  had 
resiste  l  all  oilier  modes  of  treatment,  and  -raiimilly  become 
wor.^e,  liue  been  compb  tel,  cur,,  i  by  Holloway  s  colin  '  (lint- 
ment  and  punfym-  PUN,  »  ,  ,t  out  tlie  disease  from  the 
blool  itself,  and  leave  the  c  institution  free  from  every  morbid 
taint.  In  the  nnr.^ery  IloUoivay  s  Ointment  should  be  ever  at 
hand  ;  It  will  yive  easa  in  sprains,  contusions,  burns,  scalds  and 
infantile  eruptions,  and  may  always  safely  be  applied  by  any 
ordinary  attendant.  ■  J  "  J 


PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS. 
_  Deae  Sin,— I  was  pleased  to  see  in  your  "Notes" 
m  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  15,  a  reference  to  the 
porcelain  rod  rings  I  sent  you  a 
year  or  two  ago.    I  had  them  made 
for  my  own  use,  and  they  have  given 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  myself 
and  friends,  who  have  used  them  for 
fourteen  years  or  more. 

As  you  say,  porcelain  is  brittle, 
but  so  is  a  rod,  as  most  of  us  have 
learned  by  experience.    It  is  hardly 
possible  to  break  a  ring  excepting  by 
the  sudden  shock  of  a  blow  against 
something  as  hard  as  a  stone ;  and, 
after  all,  a  broken  ring  is  no  great 
inatter,  it  can  be  done  without  for  a 
time,  and  a  new  one  can  be  put  on 
in  a  few  minutes.    My  sons  and  I 
have  used  these  rings  on  four  pike 
spinning  rods  and  I  do  not  remember 
one  break.    I  cannot  say  as  much 
for  rod  joints.    You  are  quite  right 
in  saying  that  the  extreme  hardness 
of  porcelain  is  its  great  advantage  ; 
the  rings  must  lie  made  of  porcelain 
such  as  that  used  for  the  best  tele- 
graph insulators ;  ordinary  earthen- 
ware is  worse  than  useless,  the  glaze 
soon  wears  through,  and  then  the 
porous  material  inside   cuts  away 
rapidly  and  ruins  the  line.     Any  ft 
of  your    readers  who  know  how 
quickly    yarn    cuts    the  earthen- 
ware   guides    used    in  spinning 
cotton  will  understand  what  hap- 
pens.    Porcelain    being    so  hard 
and  non-porous  is  simply  polished  by  the  work  of 
the  line. 

I  send  you  a  few  rings  which,  having  been  made  for 
sea  fishing,  are  rather  heavy  for  fresh- water  work  ;  but 
the  small  ring,  suitable  for  minnow  spinning  will 
show  how  small  and  light  they  can  be  made.  They 
are  turned  in  a  lathe,  and  therefore  any  size  or  shape 
can  easily  be  produced. 

The  top  rings  are  simply  enclosed  in  a  piece  of  brass 
wire  and  whipped  to  the  top ;  the  other  rings  are 
whipped  directly  to  the  rod,  as  shown  by  the  sketch 
here  given.  This  very  simple  attachment  is  a  dodge 
of  my  o  wn  and  answers  perfectly.  The  butt  ring  is  all 
the  better  for  a  wire  guard  to  prevent  the  line  from 
coiling  round  it  when  running  out. 

You  asked  me  where  these  rings  can  be  procured 
It  any  demand  arises,  and  your  readers  will  apply  to 
that  excellent  angler,  Mr.  P.  W.  Dale,  of  Hanley  I 
think  that  he  will  be  able  to  supply  them  after  perhaps 
a  little  delay  at  first ;  the  price,  I  expect,  will  be  about 
Ad.  each.  If  the  idea  catches  on,  rings  of  a  sort  will 
no  doubt  be  offered  at  a  lower  price,  but  they  will  not 
be  of  proper  finish  or  material,  and  will  be  snares  to 
the  man  who  uses  them. 

Some  people  object  to  the  appearance  of  these  rino-= 
but  that  IS  all  a  matter  of  taste.  When  the  eye°is 
accustomed  to  them,  and  their  qualities  are  appreciated 
a  rod  without  them  will  look  as  out  of  date  as  a  cycle 
with  sohd  tyres.— Yours  truly,     John  T.  Harris 

Stone,  Staff. 
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innerleithen  tweed  salmon  pishing. 

fi,?f^f  ^'^W^^Z  ^"ention  has  just  been  called  to 

!ff°^^^''o^°¥r^''='^  '^PP^^^^d  Fishing 
Gazette  ot  Feb.  8,  and  the  appended  remarks  of  your- 

thi'ha  liad  been  told  that  anglers  on 

the  banks  of  this  free  water  were  far  more  numerous 
than  the  salmon  in  it.    Those  who  live  here,  and  who 
know  what  the  fishing  is,  laugh  at  such  an  extra- 
ordinary statement,  which  is  wholly  devoid  of  fact  I 
have  lived  here  for  sixteen  years,  and  am  a  keen 
salmon  angler.     There  are  thirty-five  miles  of  free 
water,  and  it  contains  abundance  of  salmon  some 
running  up  to  501b.  weight;  and  there  is  less  than  a 
man  per  mile  who  fishes  for  the  king  of  fish.  There 
are  at  the  present  time  more  salmon  in  three  pools 
close  by  than  all  the  anglers  in  Innerleithen.  Fresh 
run  fash  were  seen  yesterday  and  to-day  (Feb.  23  and 
24)  coming  up  direct  from  the  sea,  endeavouring  to 
clear  the  weir  a  mile  from  this.    No  one  but  a  native 
angler  has  any  idea  of  this  Tweed  free  water.  In 
some  good  seasons  every  pool  is  the  habitat  of 
numerous  salmon,  and  during  the  last  season  (1900- 
1901)  as  many  as  thirty,  twenty-nine,  twenty-five 
nineteen  and  so  on,  fell  to  the  fair  genuine  salmon 
angler,  who  knows  how  and  where  to  fish.  Twelve  bailiffs 
patrol  the  river.   Some  strange  men  put  in  an  appear- 
ance on  the  free  water  who  have  no  idea  of  the  habits  of 
salmon— they  angle  for  them  as  if  it  were  dry-fly  trout  . 
fishing',  skimming  their  Jock  Scott  along  the  surface  ' 
of  the  water.    They  get  nothing,  and  go  home  with  a 
ridiculous  story.    I  have  been  out  some  eleven  times 
only  this  season  (that  is,  from  Sept.  15)  but  have  got 
twelve  salmon,  one  weighing  30^1b.,  another  881b 
losing  at  least  seven,    m.  Moffat's  statements  are 
perfectly  accurate,  indeed  he  has  understated  the  sport 
to  be  had.— lours  truly,         James  Anderson, 
Innerleithen  Sanitary  Inspector. 

[Can  Mr.  Anderson  assert  that  the  salmon  taken  at 
Innerleithen  are  in  fit  condition  to  be  taken  ?— Ed.] 


RAW  PISH  AS  FOOD. 
.  Dear  Sir, — You  may  reassure  your  readers  concern- 
ing the  embryos  of  tapeworm  found  in  salmon,  as  they 
are  always  confined  to  the  interior  of  the  digestive 
tract,  which  is  always  well  cleaned  out  before  the  fish 
is  cooked.  All  sea  fish  seem  to  contain  these  organisms 
in  the  intestines,  but  excepting  the  fish  are  eaten  whole 
(like  whitebait)  there  should  be  no  chance  of  swallow- 
ing the  embryos  ;  the  lesson  to  be  learnt  is  to  cook  all 
fish  thoroughly,  when  such  organisms  will  be  destroyed. 
—Yours  truly,  j.  Kingston  Barton. 

'SAD  STORY  OF  A  BIG  CATCH  OP  PIKE." 


Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  give  this  letter  the 
same  prominence  in  your  "  usually  authentic  "  paper 
as  the  one  headed,  "  Sad  Story  of  a  Big  Catch  of  Pike." 
In  the  first  place  there  is  only  one  item  of  truth  in 
the  letter— that  is,  in  the  number  of  fish  caught.  Mr. 
Hibbert  was  not  one  of  the  party ;  there  were  seven 
fish  only  brought  to  Nottingham ;  it  was  not  at 
Thoresby  where  they  were  caught.  I  should  advise 
in  future,  before  making  such  free  use  of  gentlemen's 
names,  your  insisting  on  publishing  your  corre- 
spondent's full  name  and  address,  not  hide  his 
identity  behind  a  nom  da  plum.c.  I  should  only  be 
too  glad  to  give  anybody  all  particulars  of  what  was 
really  a  big  catch  had  I  been  asked— except  locality. 
As  regards  your  own  footnote,  re  "selling"  the  fish, 
that  is  beneath  contempt.    If  you  refer  to  your  issue 
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of  Jan.  18,  you  will  find  your  esteemed  correspondent 
for  Nottingham  has  reported  the  catch  in  a  proper  and 
gentlemanly  manner. — Yours  truly,    Aethub  Nop. 
37,  Balfour-road,  Nottingham. 

[As  regards  our  footnote  being  beneath  contempt, 
does  Mr.  Nop  mean  that  it  is  sportsmanlike  to  get 
permission  to  fish  a  private  water  and  then  sell  the 
pike  at  so  much  a  pound  ?  We  have  every  confidence 
in  the  bond  fides  of  our  correspondent,  "  Pike  Bait," 
whose  letter  is  criticised  by  Mr.  Nop. — Ed.] 


EIVER  SEVERN  AND  THE  BIRMINGHAM 
ANGLERS. 

Deab  Sib, — There  are  no  licences  issued  for  coarse 
fishing  in  this  river,  but  until  recently  every  angler 
felt  bound  to  take  out  a  trout  licence,  which  costs  one 
shilling.  Lately  the  Birmingham  clubs  advised  their 
members  not  to  take  out  this  trout  licence  as  there 
was  no  mention  af  coarse  fishing  in  it.  The  result 
was  that  several  prosecutions  were  taken  against  non- 
licence  holders,  which  were  decided  in  the  defendants' 
favour. 

Now  in  your  Birmingham  correspondent's  report  he 
says :  "  The  extra  money  brought  into  the  funds 
would  do  much  to  rent  or  restock  waters  that  could 
be  obtained,  say,  for  instance,  on  the  Severn  from  Stour- 
port  to  Hampton  Lode,"  etc.  Now  my  queries  are — 
Prom  whom  could  the  water  be  obtained  ?  and  if 
obtained  or  restocked  who  could  prevent  myself  and 
others  from  taking  coarse  fish  without  a  licence  or 
without  their  permission '?  Their  own  lawsuits  have 
proved  beyond  dispute  that  anyone  can  take  fish  in 
this  stretch  of  the  Severn  (bar  trout  and  salmon) 
without  authority,  provided  there  is  a  right  of  way 
through  the  meadows,  which  right  is,  I  believe, 
universal  throughout  this  length  of  the  river. — Yours 
truly,  E.  B. 

P.S. — If  in  error  I  am  open  to  correction. 

Kidderminster. 


PLASTER  OF  PARIS  OASTS  OP  FISH. 

Deab  Sib, — I  see  one  of  your  correspondents  has 
been  asking  for  information  re  setting  up  fish.  I  am 
unable  to  give  him  any  information,  but  I  can  tell 
him  how  I  make  plaster  of  Paris  medallions  when  I 
catch  a  decent  fish.  The  operation  is  very  simple  and 
inexpensive.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a  cardboard  box 
large  enough  to  hold  the  fish  without  touching  it, 
some  olive  oil,  and  two  qualities  of  plaster.  The 
quality  known  as  "best"  is  good  enough  for  the 
mould  as  it  takes  a  true  impression,  and  does  not  set 
very  hard.  For  the  cast  "  superfine,"  such  as  dentists 
use,  is  needful.  It  is  pure  white  and  sets  very  hard, 
so  that  when  ran  into  the  mould  the  latter  would 
suffer  should  any  difficulty  be  found  in  separating 
cast  and  mould.  I  usually  extend  the  fins  by  pins 
until  they  are  dry  enough  to  remain  erect.  I  next  make 
a  clean  cut  all  round  my  box,  so  as  to  get  a  shallow 
box  and  four  sides  minus  a  bottom,  and  then  oil  the  fish 
thoroughly.  I  next  mix  the  "  best"  plaster  with  cold 
water  until  of  the  consistency  of  gruel,  and  then  pour 
it  into  the  box,  gently  shaking  it  to  get  out  any  air 
bubbles  and  make  the  plaster  level.  The  fish  should 
then  be  pressed  into  the  soft  plaster  until  one  side  is 
completely  embedded,  and  left  in  that  position  for  two 
or  three  hours.  After  that  time  it  should  be  removed, 
and  a  perfect  mould  will  be  found  to  result.  Next 
oil  this  very  thoroughly,  and  place  the  upper  part  of 
the  box  in  the  same  position  that  it  was  in  before  you 
cut  it,  and  then  mix  your  "superfine"  of  the  same 
thickness  as  before.  Put  a  spoonful  of  this  at  the 
head  end  of  the  mould,  and  by  gently  tapping  and 
shaking  cause  it  to  flow  right  down  to  the  tail,  adding 
more  and  more  until  the  whole  mould  is  covered  with 
an  inch  thick  layer.  When  dry,  cast  and  mould  can 
be  coaxed  apart,  and  the  former  trimmed  up  with  a 
sharp  knife.  Personally,  I  enamel  round  the  cast 
with  dark  green,  leaving  the  fish  white,  only  giving  it 
a  coat  of  copal  varnish  to  resist  the  damp.  The  crux 
of  running  the  ca^t  is  the  shaking,  as  if  this  is  not 
done  properlv  air  bubbles  will  result,  and  the  work 
be  spoiled. — Yours  truly,       T.  Tbehebne  Babton. 

Lyncombe,  Woking. 


45LB.  OF  ROACH  CAUGHT  ON  ONE  HOOK 
ON  DRAWN  GUT. 

Deab  Sib,— In  January  last  Mr.  Baxter,  of  the 
Cobden  Angling  Society,  captured  451b.  weight  of 
roach  on  one  of  Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons'  crystal 
hooks.  Another  angler  using  one  of  these  hooks 
secured  401b.  weight. 

These  hooks  were  on  view  at  my  stall  at  the 
International  Sports  Exhibition,  Agricultural  Hall, 
Feb.  12,  13,  14,  when  I  was  awarded  a  gold  medal  and 
diploma  for  excellence  of  fishing  tackle,  etc.,  exhibited. 

These  hooks  (in  all  sizes)  tied  on  drawn  gut  may 
be  obtained  of  yours  truly,  Ben  Abeahams. 

25,  Silver-street, 
Notting-hill-gate. 

[There  is  a  bit  too  much  of  the  free  advertisement 
about  this,  but  we  will  let  it  go  this  time  as  Ben  has 
worked  hard  in  the  interests  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.— Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  BORDEAUX. 
Deab  Sie, — Your  correspondent,  W.  A.  Cahill,  will 
find  the  article  on  fishing  getatable  from  Bordeaux  in 
the  FisJiing  Gazette  for  Dec.  19,  1896.  I  have  not  got 
this  number  by  me,  but  carefully  copied  "  Oyster's" 
capital  article  in  a  note  book,  and  dated  it. — Yours 
truly,  W.  S.  BuDDicoM. 


STRETCH  OP  WATER  NEAR  GODSTONE. 
Deab  Sie, — When  I  have  cycled  down  through 
Godstone  I  have  seen  a  stretch  of  water  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  past  the  Surrey  Hounds  on  the  left- 
hand  side. 

Can  you  inform  me  whether  this  is  private  water, 
and,  if  so,  whether  leave  could  be  obtained  to  fish  this, 
and  from  whom  ?  I  believe,  also,  there  are  other 
pieces  of  water  about  this  district.  Can  you  direct  me 
to  any  which  are  worth  fishing,  and  the  necessary 
information  as  to  permission,  etc.  ?— Yours  truly, 

Velox. 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  be  able  to  answer 
this.— Ed.] 

A  BRACE  OF  BIG  RUSSIAN  PIKE. 

Deab  Sib, — By  same  post  as  this  letter  I  send  you 
registered  a  photo  of  two  pike  I  caught  here  in  the 
river  Neva,  Schlusselburg,  Russia. 

The  Neva  on  leaving  Lake  Ladoga  has  a  very  swift 
current  and  very  broad,  being  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
across  opposite  our  place.  Eioth  pike  I  caught  whilst 
trolling  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  the  largest  being 
killed  after  twenty  minutes'  very  fine  sport,  no  rod 
being  used  for  either,  being  played  from  the  hand. 

The  largest  measures  forty-eight  inches  long,  nine- 
teen-and-a-quarter  inches  in  girth,  and  weighed  35^lb. 


METAL- WINGED  SALMON  FLIES. 
Deab  Sir, — A  few  years  ago  I  had  given  me  a  couple 
of  salmon  flies  with  metal  wings  to  make  them  spin, 
I  lost  them  without  having  really  tested  them. 

Can  any  of  your  readers  give  an  opinion  of  their 
value,  and  where  they  may  be  obtained?  Also  the 
relative  merits  of  the  Dart  and  North  Tyne  for  a 
fortnight's  salmon  fishing  in  April. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H. 


PISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — Having  seen  in  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  the  discussions  regarding  the  fishing 
in  Shetland,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  you  on  the 
subject.  I  have  had  numerous  opportunities  of  trying 
the  fishing  here,  and  availed  myself  of  them  on  every 
occasion  that  weather  and  time  permitted  of.  From 
what  others  say  and  my  own  experiences  together, 
sport  is  very  uncertain  here,  owing  to  many  causes. 
Netting,  high  winds  and  storms,  seals,  and  the  usual 
causes  of  bad  sport,  are  all  to  be  contended  with  ;  never- 
theless, good  fishing  may  be  had  for  a  considerable 
period  without  interruption.  "  G.  M.'s"  statements 
regarding  heavy  baskets  are  not  overdrawn,  as  I  know 
other  anglers  as  well  as  myself  who  have  made  baskets 
of  a  like  weight  to  those  mentioned  by  him.  I  would 
not  go  the  length  of  saying  that  it  is  common  for  an 
individual  angler  to  make  301b.  baskets,  but  when  one 
considers  the  number  of  anglers  and  good  stations 
throughout  Shetland,  taking  it  all  over,  301b.  baskets 
are  by  no  means  rare.  I  myself  have  made  baskets  of 
trout  weighing  331b.,  321b.,  30flb.,  291b.,  and  281b. 
during  the  past  season,  which  was  considered  very  bad 
by  many  old  anglers.  Of  course,  I  was  on  the  spot, 
and  had  the  opportunity  of  being  at  hand  when 
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(English),  and  in  fine  condition  ;  the  other  is  forty-four 
inches  long,  twenty-two  inches  in  girth,  and  weighed 
271b.,  but  very  thin  and  in  poor  condition. 

Although  our  season  is  short,  being  only  from  about 
the  middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  September,  when  the 
frost  sets  in  and  soon  blocks  up  both  lake  and  river, 
still  for  all  that  we  have  excellent  sport  such  as  our 
brother  anglers  in  the  "  Old  Country"  would  revel  in, 
and  all  free  of  cost. 

Should  you  ever  pay  St.  Petersburg  a  visit  I  hope 
you  won't  forget  the  address  of  yours  truly, 

Schlusselburg,  Russia,  J.  B.  Lomax. 

Jan.  30. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Lomax.  What  a  delightfully 
ugly  old  cock  the  top  fish  is. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 

Deab  Sie, — Seeing  the  article  "  Fishing  in  Finland  " 
in  your  paper,  I  am  writing  to  know  if  you  could  let 
me  have  some  details  of  the  sport  to  be  procured  from 
the  Tourist  Hotel,  Kajaiia.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  really  first-class  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had, 
and,  if  possible,  the  average  size.  Also  if  any  salmon 
fishing  can  be  had,  and  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  visit  the  more  remote  fishing  grounds  while  making 
the  hotel  one's  headquarters.  I  should  also  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  let  me  know  the  most  direct  and 
the  cheapest  route  from  England,  and  what  the  journey 
would  be  likely  to  cost,  ando  bilge,  yours  truly, 

Oxford.  A.  D. 

[We  will  give  some  details  in  an  early  number  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed. J 


favourable  chances  occurred.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
have  been  fishing  for  sea-trout  on  occasions  when  I 
came  home  as  I  went,  without  a  fish.  At  the  time 
when  Mr.  Fedden  was  in  Shetland  last  year  the  fishing 
was  very  poor  indeed,  and  my  diary  dues  not  look  very 
well  when  I  turn  to  the  part  that  records  that  season. 
Foggy,  dull  weather  prevailed  then.  Twelve-pound 
sea-trout  are  not  caught  every  day  on  rod  and  line, 
but  they  are  netted  of  that  weight  on  more 
occasions  than  are  made  public.  I  caught  one  of 
101b.  on  a  Silver  Doctor  last  year,  and  another  of 
8lb.  on  an  artificial  sand-eel.  Another  angler, 
staying  close  at  hand,  lost  a  very  heavy  fish  as  he  was 
reaching  his  gaS  forward.  Fourteen  breaks  in  a  day 
was  another  record  for  South  Yell.  Grilse  casts  of 
the  best  quality  are  what  I  use  and  would  recommend 
for  these  fish  in  the  voes,  as  no  fine  undrawn  gut  will 
check  them  where  seaweed  grows  so  well.  I  inter- 
viewed one  or  two  gentlemen  on  the  subject  of  heavy 
fish  taken  in  South  Yell  by  netting  in  recent  years. 
Mr.  G.  Lawrence,  factor  for  a  part  of  the  islands,  got 
1^  cwt.  in  Hamnovoe,  season  1900.  with  a  single  sweep 
of  a  drag-net  one  hundred  yards  Icng  ;  the  largest 
fish  in  this  lot  weighed  141b.  In  1901  another  party 
had  six  fish  averaging  71b.  each  at  a  single  drag.  Mr.  W. 
Robb,  Burravoe,  has  had  various  fish  of  121b.  brought 
into  his  house,  and  informs  me  that  he  has  seen  many 
a  tussle  with  these  large  sea-trout  on  lines  during  his 
twenty  years'  contact  with  anglers  in  this  distiict. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Lawrence,  Ulsta,  and  others  have  given  like 
statements  regarding  these  large  fish.  I  was  also 
told  of  one  weighing  2Slb.  caught  at  the  Loch  of 
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Galtnagirth,  or  llamnovoc,  by  the  old  proprietor.  I 
could  not  get  the  other  details  regarding  this  specimen, 
or  what  became  of  it.  Anglers  coming  hero  should 
not  expect  to  get  these  large  fellows  every  year,  but 
be  ready  for  them  when  they  go  out.  I  always  carry 
a  telescopic  gaff  when  fishing  for  sea-trout  here  as  a 
net  is  not  enough.  I  was,  like  others,  disinclined  to 
believe  the  stories  and  reports  about  big  fish,  and 
thought  that  they  might  bo  stray  salmon.  Since  I 
have  seen  them  my  opinion  changed  and  incredulity 
vanished.  Mr.  Fedden  must  have  been  lucky  in 
securing  a  good  gillie  as  these  are  scarce  in  Shetland, 
and  in  this  district  the  worst  poachers  in  many 
instances.  I  enclose  two  of  my  successful  lures  of 
sea-trout  fishing  in  Shetland  voes.  One  is  a  rough 
imitation  of  a  small  sand-eel  and  the  other  a  shrimp. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  D.  Bathgate. 

West  Yell  School-house, 

Yell,  Shetland,  N.B. 

P.S. — During  summer  fishing  the  usual  size  of  sea- 
trout  got  in  the  voes  here  is  from  l^lb.  to  21b. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Bathgate,  and  glad  to 
find  that  he  confirms  much  of  what  "  G.  M."  said. 
Are  the  seals  increasing  in  numbers  ?  We  believe  they 
are  increasing  on  many  parts  of  our  coasts,  and,  of 
course,  cause  greatly  increased  destruction  of  the 
migratory  Salmonidic.  Mr.  Bathgate's  lures  are,  as 
usual,  clever  and  killing-looking. — Ed.] 


AN  OLD  AUTHOR  ON  EELS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  read  in  a  most  interesting  journal, 
No.  4,  published  in  London  in  1852,  the  following : — 
"  The  migration  of  eels  is  well  known,  as  is  also  the 
size  of  them  (about  three  inches)  when  the  migratory 
impulse  is  upon  them.  But  all  '  sound  authorities  ' 
are  agreed  that  they  are  jnot  bred  from  spawn,  but 
viviparous.  Nor  can  we  obtain  any  credible  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  although  '  a  mare's  nest '  has  recently 
been  discovered,  and  published  to  the  world  as  '  a 
fact'  in  the  Worcester  Journal.  The  question  was 
opened  by  '  T.  G.'  on  the  20th  ult.,  in  the  following 
manner; — 'Propagation  of  Eels. — My  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  paragraph  in  a  Worcester  paper, 
giving  an  account  of  a  so-called  discovery  by  Mr. 
Bocoius,  that  eels  are  propagated  by  spawn  like  other 
fishes,  and  that  they  are  not  brought  forth  alive,  as 
has  hitherto  been  supposed.  This  may  be  true,  but 
before  I  can  give  an  unqualified  belief  to  the  assertion 
I  should  like  to  have  a  few  questions  answered  by 
Mr.  Boccius.  (1)  Who  saw  the  fish  from  which  these 
thousands  of  eggs  were  extracted  at  the  time  this 
dissection  was  made?  (2)  Are  the  parties  who  saw 
these  eggs  quite  certain  that  the  fish  was  an 
eel  and  not  a  lamprey  ?  (.3)  Who,  besides  Mr. 
Boccius,  ever  saw  eel-fry  in  a  pond  which  had  no 
communication  with  a  river  ?  Will  Mr.  Frederick 
Allies  and  Mr.  Reed  (the  gentlemen  to  whom  this 
spawn  was  exhibited)  say  whether  the  ovary  which 
was  shown  to  them  was  prettj'  much  of  the  same  form 
as  that  of  the  lamprey  ?  And  if  not,  in  v/hat  respect  did 
it  differ  ?  '  "  He  winds  up  thus  :  "  No  other  champions 
appearing,  in  a  paper  of  so  extensive  a  circulation  as 
the  Gardeners'  Clironiclc,  shows  hoxo  ridiculous  the 
idea  of  eels  being  bred  from  spawn  is  considered  by 
meu  of  science  and  observation."  With  reference  to 
his  question  No.  2,  it  seems  rather  stupid  I  think; 
for  if  a  lamprey  is  oviparous  why  should  not  an  eel  be 
likewise  ?  In  the  next  number  (No.  5)  Piscator  says  : 
"  Many  thanks,  Mr.  Editor,  for  so  boldly  putting  down 
the  attempt  to  prove,  by  means  of  telescopes,  that  eels 
are  generated  from  spawn."  The  editor  never  men- 
tioned telescopes,  but  what  he  did  say  is  rather 
amusing.  "  Microscopes  are  all  very  well,  and  the 
good  folks  of  Worcester  may  have  taken  '  a  long  sight ' 
at  the  supposed  ovary  of  an  eel.  We  still,  however, 
prefer  the  use  of  our  own  good  eyes  ;  and  above  all  the 
exercise  of  soand  common  -  sense.  The  days  of 
Munchausen  are  over." 

I  have  come  to  this  conclusion  with  reference  to  this 
viviparous  busines?.  I  have  caught  eels  on  lines  which 
have  contained  numerous  fresh-water  shrimps  as  per- 
fect as  when  they  were  taken  ;  and  suppose  an  angler, 
in  cleaning,  say,  an  Jib.  eel,  discovered  a  dozen  elvers 
in  its  stomach  all  alive,  which  it  had  not  long  taken, 
it  is  quite  possible,  like  the  editor  in  question,  that  he 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  (from  sheer  ignorance) 
that  they  were  bred  in  this  way.  I  have  repeatedly 
read  accounts  of  anglers,  eel  catchers,  and  others 
describing  how  they  have  seen  elvers  escaping  from 
the  supposed  parent,  when  the  fact  is  the  supposed 
parent  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  arrant' can- 
nibal and  destroyer,  of,  perhaps,  ita  own  offspring.  

Yours  truly,  Elver. 

[Eels  have  milt  and  roe  like  other  fish  ;  we  gave  an 
illustration  of  the  reproductive  organs  some  years  ago. 
That  the  eggs  are  shed,  fertilised,  and  hatched  in  salt 
water  is  the  generally  accepted  scientific  view  now. 
This  is  chiefly  from  evidence  obtained  by  Italian 
naturalists.  Wo  are  not  yet  convinced  that  eels  never 
breed  in  fresh  water,  for  reasons  we  have  often  given 
—wo  do  not  say  proofs,  as  of  those  necessary  aids 
to  faith  we  have  none  quite  satisfactory. — Ed.J 


WHAT  SIZE  OP  HOOK  FOR  THIH  BAIT? 

Dear  Sir, — What  sized  hook  and  what  tackle  would 
you  use  for  enclosed  bait,  and  what  would  you  fish  for  ? 
It  ought  to  be  an  irresistible  lure  for  the  sea-serpent. 
—Yours  truly,  '  Arthur  Driver. 

"  A  Long  Sea  Worm.— Mr.  John  \.  Bartlett,  builder 
and  contractor,  of  Rodwell  Works,  Weymouth,  writes 
tons: — '  In  executing  some  pile-driving  work  for  the 
Weymouth  Corporation,  I  had  occasion,  on  Thursday, 
to  draw  an  old  pile,  and  on  landing  it  on  the  quay  a 
live  worm  was  found  attached  to  it,  twenty-three  feet 
long  and  about  the  thickness  and  colour  of  an  ordinary 
earth  worm.  The  head  is  blunt  and  slightly  llattened 
like  the  head  of  a  snake.'  " — Daily  Qraphic,  Feb.  24. 

[This  must  be  the  identical  worm  that  Hamlet 
mentions  as  having  "  Eat  of  a  King  "  ;  it  would  want  a 
good  old-fashioned  long  shank  hook  anyway. — Ed.] 

SPORT  AT  GRIMSBY,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — When  I  sent  you  a  few 
months  ago  my  "  Angling  Experiences  and  Reminis- 
cences," I  promised  I  would  occasionally  send  you  a 
note  of  anglers'  doings  in  this  district.  On  Jan.  22, 
whilst  fishing  for  roach  with  worm  I  caught  two  golden 
tench  weighing  2f  lb.  and  21b.,  and  a  friend  with  me 
caught  another  \\eighing  2Jlb.  ;  two  of  them  were  in 
splendid  condition,  but  the  2J-pounder  had  gone  off  a 
little.  All  three  gave  very  good  sport  on  the  very  fine 
tackle  wo  were  using.  I  put  the  tench  in  a  bag  along 
with  roach,  perch,  and  white  bream  I  had  caught,  and 
six  hours  after  the  capture  of  the  tench,  on  arrival 
home,  I  found  they  were  still  alive,  so  I  put  them  in 
a  tank  of  water,  and  next  morning,  finding  them  quite 
lively,  I  placed  them  in  the  park  lake.  Is  it  not 
unusual  to  catch  tench  at  this  season  of  the  j-ear  ?  I 
should  say  that  three  weeks  ago  the  weather  in  those 
parts  was  very  open  and  mild.  An  angling  friend  of 
mine  has  a  book,  and  with  reference  to  tench  it  says 
that  November  to  March  are  tho  best  months  for 
angling  for  them,  that  during  those  months,  although 
they  bury  themselves  in  the  mud,  they  have  their  eyes 
and  mouth  clear  out  of  the  mud,  and  feed  on  any  food 
that  drifts  by  them.  Have  you  over  heard  of  this 
peculiarity  in  connection  with  tench  ?  I  should 
mention  that  we  caught  the  tench  in  a  large  drain 
about  twenty  yards  wide  and  eight  feet  deep  in  the 
middle,  but  we  were  fishing  nearer  the  side,  four  feet 
deep,  and  there  was  a  very  slow  current,  travelling 
perhaps  ten  feet  in  eighty  or  ninety  seconds.  These 
tench  would  not  be  in  the  mud  at  the  time  of  taking 
the  bait,  as  the  floats  "sailed"  away  fairly  rapidly 
immediately  after  the  first  indication  of  the  bites. 
Three  or  four  miles  from  where  we  were  fishing  there 
are  two  drains,  each  called  "  Catchwater,"  the  one 
"cast,"  the  other  "west."  They  eventually,  a  few 
miles  lower  down,  run  into  each  other  and  form  one 
drain.  In  the  "east  "  drain  wg  never  catch  the  dark 
olive  green  tench  which  I  have  been  informed  the 
"  west  "  drain  contains,  only  catching  the  golden  tench 
which  I  believe  are  not  to  bo  found  in  tho  "west"' 
drain.  The  two  drains  are  about  twelve  yards  wide 
and  run  parallel  to  each  other  until  near  their  junction' 
with  only  about  half  a  mile  between  them.  Another 
singular  circumstance  is  that  in  the  "  cast  "  drain 
there  are  a  great  number  of  carp  bream,  whereas 
in  the  "west"  drain  there  are  none.  You  will 
perhaps  scarcely  credit  my  statement  when  I  say 
that  the  depth  of  water  in  the  "east  "  drain,  where  wo 
make  our  best  catches  of  tench  and  bream,  is  only 
about  sixteen  inches.  I  have  caught  bream  there  up 
to  ^lh.,  but  certain  of  my  angling  friends  have  landed 
them  between  41b.  and  51b.  in  weight.  The  water  is 
however,  always  a  good  colour  if  the  bream  are  about' 
The  d  rain  holds  some  very  fine  roach.  My  experience 
of  striking  a  good  sized  bream  in  this  shallow  water  is 
that  he  has  almost  invariably  shot  away  up  the  drain 
for  at  least  twelve  or  fifteen  and  sometimes  just  upon 
twenty  yards.  The  "  east  "  drain  also  holds  pike  up  to 
121b.  The  best  day's  tench  fishing  I  ever  had  is 
recorded  in  Chapter  eight  of  my  angling  book— a  friend 
and  myself,  fishing  in  an  old  brick-pit,  landed  thirty- 
five,  and  a  week  after  twenty-six— sixty-one  in  two 
outings. 

The  Louth  and  Tetnoy  Canal  is  the  most  popular 
resort  for  roach  fishing  in  these  parts,  and  I  deal  with 
the  "  killing  "  of  it  in  Chapter  thirty-three  of  my  book. 
The  last  "pond  "  or  length  is  seven  miles  long,  the 
depth  being  five  feet,  and  on  a  favourable  day  a  good 
angler  can  easily  catch  150  to  200  roach.  They  mostly 
run  small,  but  an  odd  one  now  and  again  up  to  and  over 
lib.,  and  even  up  to  l^ilb.,  may  be  caught,  but  fish  of 
this  weight  are  exceptional.  In  the  lengt  iis  at  the  Louth 
end  of  the  canal,  where  the  roach  ran  bigger,  I  have 
caught  three  stones  weight  in  a  day— even  up  to  four 
years  ago-but  these  lengths  have  been  "killed"  by 
the  causes  stated  in  my  book.  You  have  some 
interesting  correspondence  naw  going  on  in  the 
FisJiing  Gazette  about  perch;  they  don't  run  very 
large  about  here,  but  I  have  known  them  caught  in 
the  Louth  and  Tetney  Canal  (nine  miles  from  here) 
up  to  3ilb.  A  friend  of  mine  fishing  Thoresby  Lake 
(I  believe  near  Worksop)  two  or  three  winters  a"o 
brought  home  one  pike,  221b.  (he  caught  a  lot  of 


others),  and  four  perch,  which  he  caught  live  baiting. 
The  four  porch  weighed  either  13jlb.  or  13;]lb.,  I 
forget  which  at  the  moment ;  he  has  had  them  set  up 
in  one  case,  and  they  look  a  very  handsome  party. 
My  recollection  is  that  he  told  me  he  took  them,  as 
well  as  the  pike  he  caught,  live  baiting  with  small 
perch.  About  twenty  years  ago  I  was  living  just  out- 
side Cleethorpcs,  near  here,  and  there  being  some 
disused  brick-ponds  close  by,  I  stocked  one  of  them 
with  yearling  trout — Loch  Levens.  Three  years  after- 
wards I  frequently  caught  perch  lib.  in  weight  when 
fly-fishing  for  trout.  I  knew  there  were  small  perch 
in  when  stocking  with  trout. 

I  am  afraid  I  shall  already  have  wearied  you,  but  I 
must  add  a  few  lines  about  tho  carp  we  have  about 
here— the  largest  are  in  several  of  the  Earl  of  Yar- 
borough's  ponds  at  Brocklesby  and  Croxby,  but  the 
latter  has  the  largest.  Croxby  pond  is  probably  half  a 
mile  in  length  and  seventy  or  eighty  yards  wide  and 
about  two  feet  deep  in  water — the  mud  I  have  not 
tried,  but  see  Chapter  26  of  my  book  about  my  friend 
"  Underbrook  "  (his  real  name  is  Overbeck)  and  his 
251b.  carp  which  he  had  "  on  "  for  five  and  a  half  hours 
and  then  lost.  A  12  or  14  pounder  from  Croxby  is  not 
thought  so  very  much  of,  and  one  of  my  friends  has 
landed  a  20-pounder.  I  finish  my  book  with  an 
account  of  two  carp  caught  in  Croxby  pond  and 
placed  in  tho  park  lake  here.  Barbel  were  dead  off 
during  my  Trcutside  visit  this  last  year  (making 
my  twonty-first  annual  visit),  but  I  caught  some 
good  bream  when  fishing  thirty  feet  deep  with  a 
"running"  float.  A  friend  had  good  sport  on  the 
Trent  three  weeks  ago,  with  pith  and  brains,  amongst 
the  loggerheads.  His  biggest  he  gave  to  some 
Shcllielders,  and  it  carried  off  the  first  prize  at  some 
angling  club  at  the  weigh  in.  Wo  have  fine  gudgeon 
and  dace  fishing  about  here.  I  have  caught  dace  up 
to  14oz.  One  afternoon  I  caught  seven  only,  but  they 
weighed  SJlb.,  a  very  handsome  lot.  My  biggest 
trout  with  the  fly  (Stone  Fly — it  and  the  March 
Brown  "  kill  "  as  well  as  any  fly  about  here),  in  these 
parts,  weighed  21b.  5oz.  Our  brooks  are  small,  but 
they  hold  some  fine  fish.  A  dry  season  or  two,  how- 
ever, impoverish  the  streams  very  much,  what  with 
"  tickling  "  and  tho  herons.  We  have  good  grayling 
fishing  about  twenty  miles  away.  I  have  done  very 
little  grayling  fishing  the  last  few  years,  but  about  ten 
years  ago  I  had  five  outings  about  October  and  caught 
thirty-four  grayling,  biggest  IJlb.,  and  none  under  lib. 
I  also  caught  thirteen  and  a  half  stone  of  roach  in  the 
same  five  outings. 

I  have  done  very  little  pike  fishing  this  winter, 
having  been  to  Bournemouth  for  an  operation.  Twelve 
months  ago  in  two  outings  with  a  friend  we  caught 
twenty-nine  pike  in  a  river  running  only  a  foot  deep, 
but  about  three  feet  deep  at  the  bridges.  The  biggest 
was  only  5Jlb.,  but  they  were  all  in  splendid  condition, 
being  caught  in  December.  I  must  stop  now,  wishing 
you  all  prosperity  and  good  times  piscatorially  thia 
yoar.— ^ours  faithfully,  Richard  Mason. 


A  14lb.  CARP. 

Dear  Sib,— Mr.  H.  B.,Budd,  of  Cromwell  Hall,  East 
Grinstead,  is  the  possessor  of  a  141b.  carp,  measuring 
two  feet  five  inches  in  length.  It  was  taken  out  of 
the  ice  on  Feb.  14.  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  an  idea  of  the  age  of  same,  and  if  a  specimen 
fish  ? — Yours  truly,  S.  H.  Heard. 

East  Grinstead. 

[Of  course  a  141b.  carp  is  a  very  fine  specimen  if  it 
is  in  good  condition.  As  we  have  said  before,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  what  the  age  is — it  might  be  ten 
years  or  a  hundred.  It  all  depends  on  tho  quantity 
and  nature  of  the  food  and  the  general  health  of  the 
fish.  If  Mr.  Heard  can  send  us  a  scale  we  will  send 
it  to  a  German  scientist,  who  has  made  a  study  of  the 
rings  on  fish  scales  as  an  indication  of  age. — Ed.] 


SALMON  AND  FARM  SERVANTS. 

Dear  Sir, — While  ferreting  out  some  ancient 
information  I  yesterday  came  across  the  '  following 
in  the  "London  Encyclopedia  "  (1829),  vol.  19,  under 
the  head  of  "  Sahno."  It  may  interest  you  apropos 
of  the  recent  salmon  v.  apprentice  discussion  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette:  — 

"  Within  memory  salted  salmon  formed  a  material 
article  of  economy  in  all  the  farmhouses  of  the 
Vale  of  Tweed,  insomuch  that  indoor  servants  often 
bargained  that  they  should  not  be  obliged  to  take 
more  than  two  weekly  meals  of  salmon.  It  could 
then  be  bought  at  2s.  the  stone  of  191b.  weight." — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Carter  Platts. 

Menston-in- Wharf edale,  Feb.  21. 

[This  is  an  interesting  item.  It  is  probable  that 
the  fish  were  kolts. — Ed.] 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  i)Ost  free  for  2.f.  2d.  "Tlio  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  IIow  to  Tie  Flies  for  J)ry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  il.  G.  MtClelland, 
"  Atlioniaii"  of  the  IHshing  (jazelte.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  lie  had, 
post  fi'cc,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  tow,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  Ilouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Winchester  Edition  of  The  Compleat 
Angler. 

I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  giving  the  following 
extracts  from  a  prospectus  of  what  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  beautiful  of  all  the 
editions  of  Walton's  Angler  :— 

"Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar,  the  editor  of  this 
edition,  is  the  author  of  the  '  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,' 
and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Haddon  Hall  Library. 

"Being  himself  a  Hampshire  man,  he  brings  to 
the  editmg  of  this  new  edition  a  freshness  and  an 
enthusiasm  inspired  by  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  country  round  Winchester  and  the  Walton 
streams,  besides  an  intense  love  and  veneration  for 
'  The  Compleat  Angler  '  and  its  author. 

"' Seeing  that  Walton  spent  much  of  his  later 
life  in  Winchester,  that  he  died  and  was  buried 
there,'  the  editor  'felt  quite  justified  in  calling  this 
edition  after  the  city,  the  very  name  of  which 
uplifts  the  hearts  of  those  who"  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  place,  and  have  roamed  within  it  and 
around  it  with  a  full  content.' 

"  Mr.  Dewar  contributes  essays  on  Walton  and 
Cotton,  with  a  Walton  Chronology,  '  Waltoniana,' 
and  original  notes. 

"  The  editor  has  also  been  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  an  important  contribution  from  Sir  Edward 
Cxrey  (author  of  '  Fly  Fishing  '),  who  has  written  a 
sympathetic  essay  on  '  The  Compleat  Angler  ' 
pointing  out  the  secret  of  its  perennial  charm." 

The  editor  also  writes  an  account  of 

Walton  in  Hampshire— Discovtery  of  a  New 
Walton  Document. 

"  Mr.  Dewar  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  dis- 
cover a  document  of  intense  mterest,  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  researches  of  the  numerous 
editors  of  Walton,  and  this  will  be  made  public  for 
the  first  time  in  this  edition. 

"Another  interesting  feature  of  this  edition  is 
the  reproduction  in  facsimile  of  Walton's  will 
from  the  original  in  Somerset  House. 
_  "  The  editor's  '  Waltoniana  '  will  also  contain  an 
interesting  letter  which  he  received  from  the  late 
Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  head  of  the  Fisheries,  Game, 
and  Forest  Commission  in  New  York  State,  a  short 


time  before  his  death.  It  gives  some  valuable  and 
interesting  information  on  the  subject  of  '  Walton 
in  America.'  " 

The  Text. 

"  The  text  of  the  Fifth  Edition  of  '  The  Compleat 
Angler  '—the  last  edition  published  during  Walton's 
lifetime— has  been  reproduced  in  '  The  Winchester 
Edition,'  the  greatest  care  having  been  taken  to 
secure  minute  accuracy  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
etc." 

The  Illustrations,  Etc. 

"These  have  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  William 
Strang  and  Mr.  D.  Y.  Cameron,  and  will  consist  of 
thirty  full-page  etchings,  besides  numerous  head 
and  tail  pieces. 

"  The  Winchester  Edition  will  be  published  in 
two  volumes,  size  of  page  6;}in.  x  Sifn.,  and  the 
edition  wUl  be  limited  to  650  copies.  It  will  be 
bound  in  art  canvas,  with  the  arms  of  Walton  and 
Cotton  stamped  in  gold  on  the  side. 

"There  will  also  be  a  large  paper  edition,  on 
hand-made  paper,  limited  to  150  copies  signed  by 
the  artists.  This  edition  will  contain  a  duplicate 
set  of  the  illustrations — one  printed  on  O.  W. 
paper,  the  other  on  Japanese  vellum.  The  binding 
will  be  green  vellum." 


The  "Amateur  Angler"  (Mr,  E.  Marston)  wUl 
publish  next  week  another  of  his  pleasant  little 
volumes  entitled  "  Sketches  of  Some  Booksellers  of 
the  Time  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson."  With  photo- 
gravure portrait  of  Dr.  Johnson  and  several  other 
portraits,  etc.  "  Sir,  I  always  said  the  Booksellers 
were  a  generous  set  of  men.  .  .  .  The  fact  is,  not 
that  they  have  paid  me  too  little,  but  that  I  have 
written  too  much."— Dr.  Johnson.  The  book  will 
be  published  here  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Xow, 
Marston  and  Company,  Limited  ;  and  in  New  York 
by  Messrs.  Charles  Scribner's  Sons. 

I  have  never  fished  so  high  up  the  Tweed  as 
Innerleithen,  but  from  trustworthy  correspondents 
I  fear  that  it  is  a  place  where  it  is  quite  the  common 
thing  to  make  the  poor  kelts  take  the  fly  by  sinking 
it  with  a  heavy  line  and  then  rugging  it  into  them. 
The  idea  of  their  being  any  clean  salmon  in  the 
Tweed  at  Innerleithen  is  ridiculed  by  some  of  the 
best  angling  authorities  of  the  day. 

No.  1  of  The  Country,  edited  by  Dr.  Harry 
Roberts  and  published  by  Messrs.  J,  M,  Dent  & 
Co.,  was  published  last  Monday.  It  is  produced 
in  the  excellent  style  we  are  led  to  expect  in  the 
publications  of  Messrs.  Dent.  Size  ten  inches  by 
thirteen  inches,  price  6d.  monthly,  in  attractive 
cover,  well  printed,  well  illustrated,  and  with  a 
capital  series  of  articles  on  all  kinds  of  interesting 
subjects.  The  Country  deserves  the  success  which 
it  seems  certain  to  attain.  The  only  article  I  am 
doubtful  about  is  one  on  "  Spring  Salmon  Fishing," 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  but  as  it  is  chiefly  in  praise  of 
my  late  friend  William  Black,  perhaps  I  may  be 
excused  for  mentioning  it.         R.  B.  Marston. 


VEEULAM  (ST.  ALBANS)  ON  THE 
KIVEE  VEE. 


[This  extract,  referring  to  that  charming  little 
trout  stream,  the  Ver,  is  from  a  most  interesting 
article  in  "  Baconiana."— Ed.] 

The  ancient  city  of  Verulam,  or  Verolanium,  the 
Roman  name  for  St.  Albans,  in  the  hundred  of 
Cassio,  and  the  County  of  Herts,  or  more  correctly 
m  the  Province  of  Mercia,  was  a  far  more  important 
place  than  is  generally  known. 

When  the  metropolis  of  Lundinium  was  yet  in 
its  infancy,  perhaps  yet  unborn,  the  British  town 

of  ,  yes,  of  !/;hat  !  was  a  centre  of  activity  and 

a  Royal  seat.  I  hesitate  to  say  the  name  I  think 
it  was  known  by  in  those  old  days,  because  I  have 
not  sufficient  proof  for  the  assertion.  A  Caer  it 
was,  and  as  its  Chief  was  called  Batu  Yllan,  I 
venture  to  submit  the  theory  that  A'erulanium  was 
the  Caerleon  of  early  days.  It  seems  quite  open  to 
discussion  where  the  important  spot  of  that  name 
in  early  British  times  really  stood. 

At  any  rate,  Verulam  was  its  Roman  name,*  and 
here  Cassibelaunus,  the  great  Chief  of  the  Cassii, 

*  The  ancient  city  was  on  the  S.  W.  by  S.  of  modern 
St.  Albans.  It  was  called  Verulam  and  Verolam  by 
Tacitus,  and  Verulamium  and  Verolanium  by  Antonius. 

See  "  Historical  and  Topographical  Description  of 
Ancient  \  erulam,"  by  Fred.  Lake  Williams.  Printed 
and  published  at  St.  Albans,  1822,  by  Wm  Langley 


' '  king  of  many  kings,"  built  his  palace.  Wattled, 
like  enough,  but  still  the  Royal  seat  of  the  "  warrior 
of  the  woods  or  coverts,"  as  his  name  denotes. 

As  we  sliould  suppose,  Shakespeare,  in  his  play 
of  "  Cymbelinc,"  touches  more  than  once  on 
Cassibelan,  uncle  to  Cymbeline,  and  tributary  to 
Julius  Cicsar. 

Whether  Shakespeare  intends  us  to  suppose 
Cymbeline's  palace  was  at  Verulam,  or  Camel- 
dunum,  in  Essex  (so  singularly  like  Camelotj,  I 
cannot  say,  but  as  the  seat  of  his  late  uncle,  the 
British  king,  was  at  Verulam,  it  is  quite  possible 
that,  interested  in  Saint  Albans  as  the  great  play- 
wright showed  himself,  he  meant  it  to  be  under- 
stood, by  those  who  care  about  such  things,  that 
Cymbeline's  wicked  wife  wandered  in  her  herb 
gardens  there,  where  he,  Francis,  wandered  as  a 
child. 

_  It  seems  that  the  river  Ver  formed,  in  early 
times,  pools  and  marshes,  and  in  the  Roman  times 
when  Verulam  became  a  free  municipal  town  and 
an  important  military  station,  it  formed  a  reservoir 
of  twenty  acres.  A  great  glassy  mirror,  reflecting 
green  pastures,  banks,  and  blue  sky,  it  became 
gwer,  or  gler,  green  glass,  or  ver  (all  meaning  the 
same),  and  gave  the  river  and  the  town  its  new 
name.  Williams,  in  his  History  of  Saint  Albans, 
mentions  a  fact  worth  noting,  that  the  Ver  was 
also  known  as  the  Mur,  and  Meuse. 

Fish-pool  Street  still  marks  the  site  of  the  old 
pools,  and  we  hear  that  Francis  built  his  "  tiny  but 
enchanted  palace  "  close  by  his  fish-ponds,  from 
which  sprang  the  source  of  the  Ver. 

Peter  Heylin,  in  his  interesting  "  Table  of  Kings 
of  South  Britain,  Isle  of  White  and  of  Mann," 
gives  on  his  first  page  the  House  of  Cymbeline.  He 
was  preceded  by  Terantius,  and  he  by  Cassibelaunus, 
while  the  two  lost  princes,  Aviragus  and  Guiridius, 
so  prominent  in  the  play,  succeeded  their  father 
Cymbeline  on  the  throne.  Arviragus  was  also 
known  as  Peasusagus. 

Sanctus  Albanus. 
Turning  again  to  Peter  Heylin,  we  find 
Carausius,  "a  noble  Britain,"  placed  by  him  as 
reigning  after  Bassanius,  the  son  of  Severus,  in 
South  Britain.  He  seems  to  have  raised  to  honour 
a  knight  of  the  country,  called,  says  an  old  MS., 
"  Albane,  Lorde  of  Verelamye,  prince  of  Ivnights. 
and  Stewarde  of  all  Brutayne."  The  Gentleman's 
Magazine  for  1815  call  him  Alhoncs,  saying  he 
"loved  Masons  well,  and  cherished  them  much, 
and  gave  them  a  charter  of  the  king  and  his 
council."  Another  source  tells  us  he  was  "  The 
King's  Chief  Architect,"  and  "  The  protector  of  all 
Masons,"  and  that  he  bmlt  a  wall  by  the  king's 
command  round  Verulam,  and  built  him  a  palace. 

A  monk  of  Caerleon,  a  Christian  college  (situation 
not  given  by  Lake,  who  tells  the  story),  was  his 
friend,  and  with  him  he  travelled  to  Rome. 
Diocletian,  then  Emperor,  does  not  seem  to  have 
troubled  himself  about  this  Gaul,  or  Kelt,  or  what- 
ever he  was,  this  dweller  in  one  of  the  many  villas 
which,  since  the  Roman  invasion,  had  sprung  up 
in  and  round  Verulam.  His  martyrdom,  unlike 
that  of  his  contemporary,  Saint  Pancras,  did  not 
take  place  in  Rome  but  in  England,  and  apparently 
more  because  he  withstood  Roman  justice  than 
because  he  openly  declared  himself  a  Christian. 

There  seems  to  have  been  at  this  period  very  little, 
if  any,  persecution  on  the  score  of  religion.  The 
story  goes  that  Amphibilus  (which  means  a  mantel  1 
was  being  searched  for  by  Roman  soldiers  in  Saint 
Alban's  house,  and  he,  to  save  his  friend,  exchanged 
cloaks  with  him.  When  taken  before  his  judges 
he  pleaded  guilty,  and  declared  himself  a  Christian. 
On  a  grassy  knoll  above  the  river  "^'er  he  was 
beheaded,  this  proto-Martyr  of  Britain.  Flow'ers 
are  said  to  have  adorned  him  at  the  last,  and  as  be 
crossed  the  Ver  the  waters  partetl  at  his  approach. 
Many  fantastic  tales  are  told  by  Bede  about  this 
mai-tyr,  which  seem  all  treated  as  fables,  but  it  is 
stated  that  he  was  buried  in  his  Sklavin,  or 
Palmer's  weed,  and  that  he  carried  the  cross  to 
his  grave.  J ulius  and  Anthony  were  fellow- martyrs 
with  him. 

This  is  the  story  of  Saint  Alban.  and  why  this 
Grand  Master  of  JIasons,  and  kaightly  architect  of 
the  usurper  Carausius,  whose  date  was  a.d.  287-93, 
should  be  represented  by  Messrs.  Bacon,  of 
NewTnan-street,  as  a  royarfigure  of  Elizabethan 
date,  with  ]nque-(Jcvant  beard,  moustache,  and 
peaked  felt  hat,  I  leave  to  those  who  know  to 
answer.  —  Alicia  Amy  Leith,  in  "Baconiana," 
January,  1902. 
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"SPRING  SALMON  FISHING." 
SPINNING  FEOM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Gben. 


{Continued  from  page  143.) 
The  Falls  Pool. 

This  pool,  as  I  have  said,  will  be  sure  to  have 
fish  in  it,  as  it  is  here  that  they  con- 
gregate before  negotiating  the  falls, 
which,  natives  say,  they  start  to  do 
with  the  beginning  of  February.  I 
always  try  this  pool  from  the  shelter  of 
its  rocky  side  with  one  or  two  baits 
before  I  venture  to  show  myself  on  the 
flat  rock  which  stands  high  in  mid- 
stream. To  place  yourself  in  such  full 
view  of  the  fish  is  so  against  the  teach- 
ings of  experience  that  it  is  impossible 
to  be  insensible  to  your  seemingly 
ridiculous  position ;  yet,  strange  to 
teU,  it  is  from  this  standiog-place  that 
you  will  be  most  successful.  It  must 
be  that  the  fish  are  harbouring  behind 
shelving  rocks  which  prevent  their 
seeing  you  at  this  particular  spot. 
When  you  hook  a  fish  do  not  move, 
for  you  have  more  control  over  him 
here  than  from  any  other  position,  and 
you  will  need  it.  You  must  be  rough 
and  continue  rough  to  the  end,  as  he 
must  not  be  permitted  to  grope  about 
the  bottom  or  go  down  out  of  the  pool. 
Know  the  strength  of  your  tackle  and 
use  it  as  much  as  you  dare,  for  the 
shorter  the  struggle  the  greater  your 
chances  of  getting  him  to  the  gaff. 

It  is  a  pretty  sight  to  see  them 
leaping  at  the  barrier,  failing  and 
falling  back,  then  leaping  again  and 
succeeding.  Their  pleasure  over  their 
success  is  shown  by  a  little  skimming 
leap  in  the  tail  of  the  pool  above,  to 
which  we  will  follow  them. 

Pool  above  the  Falls. 

The  fish  may  have,  from  time  to  time, 


during  their  long  or  short  stay  in  the  pools  below,  seen 
many  and  various  baits  that  sorely  tempted  them ; 
baits  that  they  have  risen  to,  followed  and  altered 
their  mind  about  so  many  times  that  they  had 
become  indifferent  to  every  allurement.  Yet, 
having  got  over  the  Falls,  they  become  as  frisky  and 
as  easy  to  deceive  as  a  fish  fresh  from  the  sea.  So 
try  you  here,  whenever  the  pool  is  in  ply  at  the 
time  of  your  passing. 


Elm  Teeb  Pool. 


When  is  a  pool  in  ply  ? 

This  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer  off-hand,  as 
I  have  more  than  once  discovered.  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Earl's  Court-square,  Kensington,  for  instance, 
who  casts  his  bait  far  and  almost  as  lightly  as  a 
fly,  can  fish  a  pool  with  chances  of  success  that  a 
less  clever  angler  would  not  have ;  so,  it  may  be  in 
ply  for  one  man  and  out  of  ply  for  another. 

The  river  Tay  was  so  low  one  day  that  the 
anglers  fishing  from  Fisher's  Hotel, 
Pitlochry,  determined  that  it  was  no 
use  going  out.  I  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Fisher  which  resulted  in  my 
going  to  the  Dunkeld  beat,  where,  when 
I  met  the  two  boatmen,  I  was  told  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  try  to  fish  as 
there  was  really  no  stream. 

A  second's  thought  prompted  me  to 
say,  "Ah,  but  you  have  not  seen  my 
new  bait,  it  requires  no  stream ;  see 
here  1  "  And,  with  that,  I  produced 
and  spun  with  finger  and  thumb  my 
Combination  Spoon  and  Phantom, 
which,  I  knew,  they  could  never  have 
previously  seen. 

I  showed  them  a  flask,  too,  and  told 
them  of  a  wager  I  had  made  with  Mr. 
Fisher  that  we  three  men  could  catch 
a  salmon  if  any  three  could.  These 
men  only  practised  the  one  Tay  method 
of  harling,  which  consists  of  rowing  the 
boat  from  side  to  side  while  she  falls 
gently  back  to  near  the  lie  of  the  fish, 
while  the  baits  are  some  thirty  yards 
ahead,  tossed  and  spun  by  the  flowing 
water  and  the  two  long  vibrating  rods. 
I  had  only  my  little  16oz.  rod,  with  its 
ivory  rings,  of  the  use  of  which  wee 
thing  they  had  no  knowledge  and  less 
faith.  I  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to 
give  confidence,  so  I  boldly  told  them 
that,  if  they  would  kindly  back  the  boat 
to  within  about  thirty  yards  of  a  likely 
spot,  I  would  show  them  a  fish  and 
what  the  wee  rod  could  do  with  it. 

It  was  soon  evident  that  the  men 
had  given  me  the  chance  asked  for,  as 
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I  was  into  a  fish  that  caused  them  to  say,  "  It's 
no'  a  kelt."  Up  and  down  the  deep  long  pool  it 
ran,  sometimes  with  a  rush  that  made  the  gillies, 
as  they  confessed  afterwards,  fear  that  my  rod 
would  snap  or  my  thread-like  line  part ;  but  no, 
I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  with  plenty  of 
water,  and  there  was  nothing  but  patience  needed 
for  the  20-pounder.  During  that  day  I  got  two 
other  nice  fish  and  quite  a  number  of  kelts. 

When  it  was  again  my  turn  at  Dunkeld  the 
river  was,  to  all  men's  minds,  in  beautiful  ply,  and 
we  harled  all  day  with  minnow  and  fly  over 
numbers  of  fish  that  showed  themselves,  but  only 
kelts  resulted. 

So  now  we  are  as  we  were.  When  is  a  pool  in 
ply  ?  Many  will  answer,  "  When  such  or  such  a 
stone,  or  rock,  or  marked  place  is  covered."  They 
are,  generally  speaking,  quite  correct,  and  so  must 
we  leave  the  question. 

The  pool  above  the  Falls  is  quite  easily  fished, 
and  a  look  at  its  formation  will  prompt  the  method 
that  should  be  pursued.  I  will  only  tell  you  to  be 
on  your  guard  against  the  efforts  of  a  hooked  fish 
to  get  back  over  the  Falls. 

We  must  on  up  the  Glen,  of  which  I  have  a 
photo  or  two,  which  a  kind  fishing  friend,  having 
read  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  just  sent  me  in  the 
hope  that  they  may  be  of  assistance. 


must  until  all  the  line  was  out,  and  then  to  quickly 
lower  my  rod  that  the  strain  might  come  on  the 
fastening  knot  at  the  winch.  It  broke  there  as  we 
expected,  leaving  us  the  bare  chance — although  the 
line  was  100  yards  long— of  ever  discovering  it 
again. 

We  were  soon  following  the  track  it  must  have 
taken — stout  Mac  in  front  with  rod,  calling  "  bring 
the  gaff  wi'  ye."  Half-way  down  at  the  bend  you 
see  a  jutting  rock. 

On  this  my  gillie  stretched  himself,  head  foremost 
with  eyes  close  to  the  water  and  heels  in  the  air. 
How  he  prevented  himself  from  slipping  down  into 
the  deep  water,  while  using  one  arm  to  beckon  to 
me  to  hurry,  was  another  revelation  of  Mac's 
powers  of  surprising  me.  "  You're  nae  ower  fast  the 
day;  gie  I  the  gaff"  was  my  greeting;  to  which  I 
made  no  reply,  as  I  was,  actually  and  stupidly  ex- 
pectmg  him  to  there  and  then  gaff  the  fish. 

He  had  hold  of  the  line  though,  and  what  might 
that  not  lead  to  1  Without  a  moment's  thought  I 
suggested  following  the  line  down.  This  gave 
MacLeish  another  opening,  "  You'll  gang  wie  me 
west  and  no  forget  the  rod."  At  such  moments  as 
these  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  who  was  captain. 
The  entanglements  that  Mac  cleared,  and  the 
clever  way  in  which  he  laid  the  line  from  stone  to 
stone  imtil  the  broken  end  was  found,  almost 


movements  of  big  fish  are  slower,  more  even, 
and  much  less  dangerous  than  those  of  a  lively 
16-pounder.  My  big  fish  was  good  behaviour  itself 
and  gave  me  no  trouble  to  speak  of,  and  he  proved 
as  beautiful  when  laid  on  the  rocks  as  he  had  been 
good  on  the  hook. 

The  water  in  the  "  Elm  Tree  "  is  very  deep,  but 
remember  that  the  bottom  is  as  rugged  as  the  sides, 
so  keep  the  nose  of  your  fish  well  up,  or  he  will 
bore  down  and  entanglement  will  ensue. 

It  may  happen  to  you,  as  it  has  to  me,  that  all 
your  efforts  to  keep  the  fish  in  the  pool  will  prove 
unavailing,  and  that  he  will  go  with  a  rush,  mindful 
of  old  haunts,  down  stream.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  follow  imtil  you  stand  on  the  last  and  highest 
rock  at  the  tail,  where  you  will  have  good  footing 
in  a  position  to  keep  yom-  line  clear  of  that  high 
boulder  which  you  see  in  mid-stream.  When  you 
are  quite  clear  of  this  slide  down  the  rock,  rod  in 
right  hand,  leaving  your  left  free  to  aid  you  in  your 
difficult  passage  between,  and  sometimes  over,  the 
innumerable  crags  and  stones  that  beset  your 
journeying.  Watch  your  footsteps,  and  go  as 
slowly  as  your  diminishing  line  permits,  unless  it 
be  that  you  are  less  mindful  of  a  fall  than  anxious 
for  success  in  the  struggle  which  you  have  in  hand. 

It  will  be  a  joyful  and  welcome  moment  if  you 
should  arrive  without  a  severe  bruise  opposite  the 


The  Tail  of  the  Elm  Tebe,  my  Gillie,  MacLeish,  and  his  Little  Do 


Elm  Tree  Pool. 
The  head  of  this  pool  was  one  of  the  spots  I  had 
iQ  mind  when  I  wrote  that  there  were  places  where 
"  a  salmon  has  to  be  killed  or  lost  under  the  point 
of  the  rod,  for  not  a  yard  up  nor  down  may  you 
move." 

I  have  now  a  splendid  opportunity  of  showing 
you  a  rod  attempting  the  very  task. 

It  often  occurs  that  between  the  hooking  of  a 
fish  and  his  full  realisation  of  being  in  danger 
canny  things  may  be  done.  Having  struck,  slacken 
your  line,  or  rather  hold  on  him  as  gently  as  with 
single  hair,  and  then  the  fish,  while  mouthing  the 
bait,  will  move  gently  here  and  there,  and  when  he 
thus  comes  near  you  hold  him  tight  with  point  of 
rod  well  down,  that  your  line  may  help  your  rod. 
Give  no  line  ;  prefer  to  let  the  point  of  the  rod  go 
down  until  the  whole  strain  is  on  the  line,  and  then 
he  must  turn  iu  a  circle  or  break,  as  he  is  quite 
unable  to  dig  his  toes  in,  as  it  were,  for  a  start. 

The  first  time  that  I  hooked  a  fish  while  standing 
between  these  rocks,  he  was  off  at  full  speed  and  I 
had  no  choice,  it  being  quite  impossible  to  do  more 
than  to  try  to  skid  my  winch.  I  could  not  even  see, 
though  I  could  guess  the  direction  he  took.  My  re- 
maining line  was  lessening  fast  when  I  appealed  to 
Mac  for  advice.  I  was  not  to  hold  and  break  with  the 
hope  of  saving  something  but  to  let  him  run  if  he 


justified  his  sarcastic  query,  "  And  what  would  ye 
be  after  suggestin'  the  noo." 

We  were  soon  winding  the  line  and  quickly  down 
to  the  spot  where  it  was  found,  and  we  got  beyond 
it  without  further  hitch  until  it  pointed  to  the  eddy 
where,  we  expected,  the  fish  was. 

He  may  have  been  there  but  we  had  no  absolute 
proof— the  line  came  in  as  slackly  as  before,  and 
soon  there  came  the  lead,  the  wire  and  bait ;  and 
hope  was  dead. 

You  must  back  out  from  the  head  and  scramble 
over  the  intervening  rocks.  Then  you  are  in  the 
centre  of  the  pool,  well  sheltered  from  the  fish  by 
the  rock  over  which  you  came.  While  standing  \ 
here  you  have  the  best  of  chances  of  hooking  and  j 
following,  but  kill  him  where  you  stand,  if  possible, 
for  a  second  fish  may  be  got  from  the  tail,  where 
my  gillie  is  seen  standing. 

On  looking  at  the  photo,  "Elm  Tree  Pool," 
which  I  consider  a  remarkably  faithful  representa- 
tion of  the  commencement  of  the  pass,  I  think  , 
you  will  admit  that  it  is  a  lovely  place  in  which  to  ; 
get  engaged  with  a  fresh  run  fish  of  341b.  Such 
was  my  luck  on  Jan.  27,  just  passed.    It  will  occur 
to  some  that  the  difficulties  of  killing  a  salmon 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  fish,  i 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  case  up  to,  say,  201b., 
after  which  weight  has  the  opposite  effect.    The  I 


pool  above  the  falls  with  tight  line  pointing 
towards  the  deep  eddy,  as  it  is  there  that  the  fish 
would  make  for,  and  with  little  added  labour  he 
should  be  yours.  The  taking  of  this  fish  you  will 
always  remember,  and  sometimes  you  may  think 
it  worth  talking  about. 

Now  I  desire  to  introduce  you  to  the  photo  of 
MacLeish,  shoemaker  to  the  village  of  Fortingall. 
It  was  a  gladdening  sight  to  see  his  smiling  eyes 
and  jolly,  well-kept  person.  Xo  one  would  have 
guessed  his  trade.  A  keener  sportsman,  a  more 
encouraging  companion,  I  never  met,  and  I 
regretted  his  death  more  than  I  shall  saj'  here.  I 
do  not  quite  remember  how  many  years  he  fished 
with  me,  but  to  him  is  due  much  of  the  knowledge 
which  I  have  gathered  of  Glenlyon.  He  was  the 
son  and  grandson  of  great  fishermen,  who  fished 
the  glen  and  paid  their  tribute  to  the  lairds  in 
salmon.  They  had  flies  for  every  pool,  and  the 
hours  for  fishing  them.  With  Mac,  the  last  of  his 
line,  there  was  buried  much  that  should  have  been 
written. 

Sometimes  this  man  was  almost  my  sole  com- 
panion for  a  month,  without  break,  and  I  never 
once  knew  him  out  of  temper  or  spu-its.  Xo 
mishap,  not  even  the  loss  of  a  fish  when  almost 
ready  for  gaffing,  could  ruffle  him.  Once  only 
during  my  long  stays  here  did  he  excuse  himself 
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from  starting  in  the  morning,  and  then  it  was  not 
to  commence  mending  the  boots  that  filled  his 
shop,  but  to  kill  a  pig ;  and  in  the  meantjme  he 
lent  ine  the  services  of  his  nephew,  who  was  to 
run  for  him  if  a  fish  came  on. 

The  fish  came  and  the  boy  ran,  and  as  ho  ran 
called  loudly.  Mac  heard  the  call,  failed  in  his 
shot  at  the  forehead  of  the  pig — they  shoot  them 
here — and  struck  it  in  the  lobe  of  the  ear. 

Mac  ran  as  few  heavy  men  could  or  would  run, 
and  was  with  me  just  as  the  fish  turned  on  his  side 
at  the  edge  of  the  rock.  All  was  well  and  we  were 
two  happy  men. 

Tm-uing  the  pig  into  pork  was  Mac's  next  duty, 
but,  unfortunately  for  his  peace  of  mind  for  many 
a  long  day,  through  the  speering  impertinence  of 
gillies  and  keepers,  the  pig,  taking  advantage  of 
the  open  gate,  had  wandered  into  the  wood,  and 
for  ever  after  Mac  was  occasionally  asked  if  he  had 
yet  stagged  his  pig. 

I  should  not  have  told  you  this  or  what  follows 
here  had  MacLeish  been  alive,  because  he  extracted 
a  promise,  a  solemn  one,  from  me  that  it  should 
be  a  secret  between  us.  Death,  alas  !  was  soon  to 
break  the  compact. 

While  I  was  eating  my  lunch  he  frequently 
took  up  my  rod  and  made  a  cast  or  two,  and  one 
day  while  doing  this  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
almost  lift  his  little  terrier,  which  you  see  at  his 
side,  into  the  water  with  a  phantom  minnow. 
The  hook  was  deeply  embedded  in  the  side  of  the 
poor  little  creature,  and  it  ran  off  up  through  the 
trees,  with  stout  Mac  rushing  after,  loudly  calling 
in  Gaelic,  and  the  winch  making  a  screech  that 
would  at  other  times  be  music. 

I  laughed,  I  could  not  help  it.  At  last  he 
returned  with  the  wee  dog,  and  in  a  stern  voice 
requested  me  to  hold  him  while  he  cut  out  the 
hook.  When  this  was  done  I  saw  that  he  was 
very  pale  and,  I  feared,  much  offended,  so  I 
expressed  my  regret  at  having  been  so  foolish. 
His  reply  was,  "  I  kenned  weel  ye  would  be 
laughing,  and  ye  may  juist  laugh  till  you're  a 
weary  if  so  it  be  ye  canna  help  it,  but  promise  me, 
ye  maun,  that  ye'U  ne'er  crack  on  aboot  it  to  the 
ithers." 

All  too  soon  am  I  relieved  of  that  promise. 
Poor  Mac  has  gone,  and  memories  throng  too 
quickly  on  me  as  I  write,  so  I  will  rest  awhile. 
(To  he  continued.) 


A  FAYOUKING  BKEEZE. 


This  is,  I  believe,  a  true  story,  being  an  experience 
of  a  friend  who  vouches  for  its  veracity,  so  I  will 
tell  it  on  as  "  a  tale  that  is  told,"  and  give  it,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  his  own  words.  I  had  been  given  a 
day's  leave  on  the  Chess,  a  beautiful  trout  stream 
full  of  fish,  yet  yielding,  as  a  rule,  small  baskets. 
"Running  mostly  through  meadow  land  it  is  difficult 
to  approach,  and  not  at  all  a  water  for  beginners  ; 
crystal  clear,  too,  one  may  easily  "  see  and  be  seen." 
It  is  a  stream  where  a  lover  of  statistics — a  German 
professor,  perhaps — might  spend  an  entirely  happy 
day  counting  the  number  of  fish,  aye,  and  the  spots 
on  them,  in  a  given  distance.  Strictly  a  fly  water, 
there  are  far  too  many  keepers  to  allow  of  even 
half  an  hour  with  the  minnow,  so  I  was  returning 
with  empty  basket  and  only  the  record  of  a  blank 
to  enter  in  my  log  book.  In  somewhat  melancholy 
mood  I  trudged  homewards.  Meeting  a  brother 
angler,  he  enquired  the  reason  of  my  discontent. 
I  told  him. 

"  The  Chess,"  said  he,  "  why  I  made  my  repu- 
tation as  a  trout-fisher  on  that  stream.''  His 
"reputation"  was  news  to  me,  but,  scenting  a 
story,  I  looked  interested  and  listened. 

"  Many  years  ago,"  he  commenced,  "  I  was 
walking  along  the  Chess  Valley  with  an  embryo 
M.F.H.  ;  we  were  discussing  our  favourite  sports, 
each  advancing  and  praising  his  own,  much  as  did 
Izaak  Walton  and  the  'Venator'  of  old.  My 
liunting  friend  told  some  lengthy  stories,  and  was, 
I  fear,  considerably  annoyed  by  my  frequent  inter- 
ruptions with  remarks  on  fishing — '  There's  a 
beauty  rising  by  that  weed,  keep  still  a  moment, 
look  !  Oh,  for  a  rod  ! '  and  such  like  exclamations. 
It  must  have  been  sadly  disconcerting  for  a  man 
flying,  in  fancy,  across  country,  over  gates  and 
hedges,  to  be  continually  '  checked  '  while  his  com- 
panion hooked  and  landed  imaginary  2-pounders. 
As  we  walked  we  came  to  a  sort  of  dug-out  pond, 
now  dry  and  entirely  overgrown  with  reeds  and 
rushes. 


"  '  They  lie  in  strange  places,  don't  they  ?  '  said 
Venator. 

"  '  No,'  I  answered,  '  I  don't  think  so  ;  you  must 
know  where  to  look  for  them,  of  course.' 

"  '  Well,  you  would  never  think  of  looking  for  one 
in  that  old  pond  close  to  the  footpath,  and  with 
such  fine  coverts  near,  would  you  '?  ' 

"'Trout  in  there  1  —  why,  it's  been  dry  for 
years  ! ' 

"  Venator  frowned.  '  I  am  talking  to  you,'  he 
said,  severely,  '  of  foxes,  and  I  tell  you  that  I 
turned  one  out  of  this  very  spot  last  year.  Rover 
and  a  little  terrier  of  mine  went  in,  there  was  no 
end  of  a  commotion,  and  then  out  slipped  an  old 
dog  fox,  long  and  lank,  and  stole  quietly  off  across 
the  meadows  with  a  snarl  at  the  terrier,  who  got  a 
bit  too  close.' 

"  '  There  he  goes  again ! '  I  cried,  watching  a  good 
rise  under  the  willows. 

" '  Not  him  !  '  said  Venator,  regardless  of 
grammar,  as  were  the  monks  in  '  The  Jackdaw 
of  Rheims.' 

"  '  He'll  never  go  again;  and  do  leave  the  trout 
alone ;  you  used  to  be  keen  enough  on  the  only 
sport.' 

" '  Sorry,'  I  said ;  '  you  get  forrard  and  I'll 
attend.' 

"  '  Well,  about  a  fortnight  later  we  met  at  S  , 

and  I  went  up  to  old  Wyburn  the  huntsman  ■' 

"  '  He  can  throw  a  good  fly.  I've  seen  him 
take=  ' 

"  '  And  said  I  can  put  you  on  to  a  good  thing,' 
continued  Venator,  unheeding  ray  interruption. 
'  Old  Wyburn  was  pleased.  "  It'll  be  welcome," 
said  he,  smiling.  Well,  he  lies  almost  in  the 
open ;  you  must  make  as  if  to  draw  Birdham's 
Gorse,  get  the  field  inside  and  come  on  him  quietly 
or  he'll  be  off  in  a  moment,  for  he  is  one  that 
knows  the  rules  of  the  game.  Following  my 
instructions,  old  Wyburn  worked  gently  along  to 
the  gorse,  made  as  if  to  draw,  and  then,  before  the 
field  knew  of  his  intention,  slipped  through  the 
main  ride  and  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the 
cover  with  the  pack  well  at  his  heels.  Moving 
round  the  brow  of  that  hill  they  spread  over  the 
low-lying  meadows  ' 

"  '  The  best  bit  of  water  on  the  whole  stream  ; 
why  last  ' 

"  Venator  silenced  me  with  a  glance — '  and 
almost  instantly  began  running  a  line.  Perfectly 
mute  they  crashed  through  the  hedge  into  this 
field.  As  I  rode  side  by  side  with  Wyburn  he 
gave  me  a  shrewd  look  :  "  I  'ope  you  ain't  putting 
me  on  to  a  bit  of  aniseed!"  he  said.  "There's 
your  aniseed,"  I  answered.  An  instant  later  he 
was  over  the  gate  and  half  a  field  away  with  ' — 

"  '  Talking  of  aniseed  reminds  me  of  a  day's 
fishing  I  ' 

"'With  the  whole  pack  stringing  along  G  ■ 

Park  fence,'  continued  Venator,  determined  to 
finish  his  story,  '  and  old  Pilgrim  thirty  yards 
ahead.  On  we  went  over  everything,  following  as 
best  we  could  until,  guided  by  an  occasional  tailing 
hound,  we  managed  to  get  on  terms  with  them 
some  six  miles  further  on.  It  was  nearly  the  end 
for  another  few  minutes,  and  they  simply  raced 
into  him,  and  as  they  bowled  him  over  in  the  open 
old  Wyburn  came  up  and  said,  "  We've  got  to  thank 
you,  sir,  for  one  of  tbe  best  runs  of  this  season."  ' 

"  So  Venator  and  I  wandered  on,  keeping  each  to 
his  favourite  topic,  though  hardly,  I  fear,  paying 
each  other  that  deferential  respect  that  marked 
the  conversation  of  the  two  gentlemen  in  '  The 
Compleat  Angler.' 

"  I  was  about  to  tell  him  the  aniseed  anecdote 
when  he  commenced  another  story.  This  time  he 
was  in  the  Shires,  and  the  meet  was  on  somebody's 
lawn.  They  were  all  waiting  for  the  host  to 
arrive,  when-— 

"  '  He'll  miss  it !    I  know  he'll  miss  it  I '  I  cried. 

'"Miss  what?'  said  Venator,  testily,  'the 
meet  ?  ' 

"  '  No,  that  fish,'  I  answered. 

"  His  eyes  followed  mine,  and  he  saw  what  I  had 
noticed  some  time  since — a  gentleman  in  splendid 
sporting  attire,  surrounded  with  impedimenta  of 
every  sort  and  kind.  He  looked  to  me  as  one  who 
had  said,  '  I  am  going  to  catch  trout;  give  me  an 
outfit  of  the  best,'  and  so,  indeed,  it  proved  to  be. 
Everything  was  brand-new.  There  was  a  large  creel 
which  shone  white  and  bright  in  the  sun,  and  whose 
lid  creaked  painfully  when  opened  ;  one  elegant  rod 
he  used,  another  lay  ready  on  the  grass  ;  he  had  a 
multiplying  reel  of  weird  mechanism  and  great 
price,  and  a  book  of  flies  with  which  one  might 


have  gone  round  the  world  and  been  ready  for  any 
water.  I  was  much  interested  in  this  book  ;  it 
made  so  comprehensive  a  collection.  There  were 
lake  flies,  Scotch  and  Welsh  and  Irish  flies,  flies 
for  obscure  Devonshire  streams,  and  flies  that  I 
had  never  before  seen  out  of  Dovedale.  In  his  cap 
were  more  flies,  and  on  his  cast  still  more  ;  five 
in  all  on  the  latter,  and  they  were'chosen  to  suit  all 
tastes.  At  the  end  was  a  large  white  moth  most 
excellent  for  late  evening,  then  came  a  Red  Palmer, 
Coch-y-Bondu,  Coachman,  and,  lastly,  one  that 
assuredly  would  have  pleased  a  bass  or  a  mackerel, 
a  gaudy  tinselly  thing  that  flashed  and  glittered  in  the 
sunshine.  This  miscellaneous  collection  he  flapped 
repeatedly  on  to  the  water,  standing  close  up  and 
getting  perhaps  ten  yards  of  line  out.  As  the  cast 
fell  in  graceful  curls  the  hooks  frequently  became 
entangled,  and  he  then  sat  down  on  his  patent 
folding  seat  and  patiently  undid  them. 

"  We  watched  this  performance  silently  for  some 
time — ten  minutes,  perhaps — and  then  made  our- 
selves known.  He  was  certainly  keen,  for  he  had 
not  noticed  us,  and  when  I  asked  '  What  sport  ?  ' 
he  looked  round  quite  guiltily,  as  I  thought,  as  if, 
indeed,  he  had  expected  someone  else. 

"  '  None,'  he  said ;  '  but  they're  rising  well  over 
there.' 

"  He  tried  another  cast  in  the  direction  indicated. 
Our  presence  had  made  him  nervous,  for  the  line 
caught  in  the  rod  top  and  the  flies  wrapped  them- 
selves tightly  round  it.  He  looked  helplessly  at 
me. 

"  '  The  fact  is,'  he  said,  apologetically,  '  I'm  a 
beginner.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it,  and  I 
came  on  early  to  practise  before  the  others  arrive.' 

"  '  May  I  try '?  '  I  asked.  There  was  a  fish  rising 
some  twenty  yards  away,  and  my  fingers  were 
itching  to  hold  a  rod. 

"  '  With  pleasure,'  he  said.  '  But  what  are  you 
doing  '?  ' 

"'Taking  off  the  make-weights,'  I  answered, 
removing  all  but  the  Red  Palmer.  '  Have  you  a 
March  Brown,  please  ?  ' 

"  '  I  expect  so  ;  there  are  all  sorts  in  that  book.' 

"  I  searched  ;  there  seemed  to  be  none.  '  Why, 
there  are  three  in  your  cap.' 

"  '  Oh,  are  there  I  Well,  please  pick  one  out.  I 
don't  know,  you  know.' 

"  This  done,  I  crept  up  to  the  bank.  The  day  till 
then  had  been  a  dead  calm,  but  as  I  cast  a  gentle 
breeze  sprang  up,  and  away  went  my  line,  dropping 
ever  so  lightly  twenty  yards  off,  right  over  the  fish. 
A  second  later  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  hooking 
and  Inlaying  a  good  pounder.  Rare  sport  he  gave, 
heading  away  for  a  thick  weed  bed  and  coming  out 
twice  before  I  had  him  safely  in  the  stranger's  net, 
whose  meshes,  by  the  way,  were  still  stiff' and  sticky 
with  the  tackle-maker's  patent  varnish. 

"  Handing  the  rod  back,  I  pointed  out  a  good 
rise,  and  trembling  with  excitement — he  was 
the  keenest  bungler  I  have  ever  seen — he  made  a 
wild  cast,  but  the  '  favouring  breeze '  had 
dropped  and  the  fly  fell  far  short.  I  took  the 
rod  again,  and,  it  is  a  singular  thing,  as  I  did  so 
there  reappeared  a  ripjDle  on  the  water.  Once 
more  the  line  went  out  straight  and  true  and 
dropped  lightly  as  before.  Five  times  this  hap- 
pened, and  for  each  cast  a  good  fish,  all  well  over 
a  pound,  mark  you.  Two  other  fishermen  had  now 
arrived,  each  equipped  much  as  was  the  first, 
with  everything  of  the  very  best,  lacking,  indeed ,  only 
experience — the  one  thing  they  could  not  buy  ready 
made. 

"  '  Five  fish  in  five  throws,'  they  said,  as  we 
stood  round  to  admire  the  speckled  beauties,  '  is  a 
magnificent  performance.'  Even  the  Venator  had, 
in  common  fairness,  to  add  his  iota  of  praise, 
though,  in  my  opinion,  it  savoured  of  a  gross 
material  nature,  and  showed  rather  a  liking  for  the 
good  things  of  this  earth  than  a  proper  appreciation 
of  sport.  '  They're  not  a  bad  lot,'  he  said, 
'  wouldn't  they  be  good  grilled  '? '  Later  that  day, 
at  the  end  of  a  description  of  a  run  of  umisual 
length  and  interest,  I  was  glad  of  a  chance  to  ask 
him,  with  as  great  a  show  of  earnestness  as  I  could 
muster,  and  having  waited  with  obvious  impatience 
for  the  end  of  the  story,  '  whether  he  really 
thought  a  fox  should  be  boiled  or  would  roasting, 
perhaps,  be  better  ?  '  "  So  ended  my  friend's  story, 
and,  as  I  say,  it  is  told  as  true,  and  why  not '?  I 
am  a  fisherman — he  is  a  fisherman — then  let  a 
fellow-feeling  make  me  wondrous  kind,  and  I  will 
echo  the  words  of  the  three  beginners  and  say, 
"  Five  fish  in  five  throws  is  a  magnificent 
performance."  Robert  Stanley. 
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FKESH-WATEE  AQUAKIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gkegoey  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C, 

(Continued  from  ;page  148.) 
CHAPTER  Y.— continued. 

As  a  rule,  aquaria  are  placed  near  a  window — a 
position  conducive  to  the  growth  of  the  plants, 
but  not  to  the  happiness  of  the  fish.  Indeed,  it  is 
positively  cruel  to  put  fish  in  an  all-glass  aquarium 
and  allow  the  sun  to  shine  upon  it  during  the 
hottest  part  of  the  day.  Since  an  aquarium,  how- 
ever, will  most  likely 'be  put  close  to  a  window,  let 
it  be  one  facing  the  north  if  possible.  An  eastern 
aspect  is  not  at  all  unsuitable,  but  it  will  be  advis- 
able to  cover  the  tank  at  night,  so  that  it  will  not 
get  the  early  morning  sun. 

There  are  many  ways  of  shading  aquaria  so  that 
they  shall  not  be  unduly  influenced  by  light  and 
sun.  If  the  aquarium  is  round,  a  sheet  of  green 
paper  or  a  piece  of  American  cloth,  hung  by  means 
of  small  wire  hooks  to  the  edge  of  the  glass,  will 
answer  the  purpose.  This  can  easily  be  removed 
for  the  inspection  of  the  contents  of  the  aquarium. 
Of  course,  such  a  screen  cannot  be  called  orna- 
mental, but  it  is  effective.  Flowers  or  ferns  placed 
between  the  aquarium  and  the  window  will  supply 
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Fig.  39. 


Aquabium  containing  an  Easily-abbanged 
Fountain. 


not  a  little  shade.  If  the  tank  is  rectangular,  and 
all  four  sides  made  of  glass,  the  same  kind  of 
shading  will  do,  or  cardboard  may  be  cut  to  exactly 
fit  three  of  the  sides  instead.  A  little  protection 
from  too  much  light  and  sun  may  be  obtained  by 
having  three  of  the  sides  made  of  ground-glass,  or 
by  covering  these  sides  (externally,  of  course)  with 
whitening  dabbed  on  with  a  sponge,  in  imitation 
of  ground-glass ;  or  the  confervaj  may  be  allowed 
to  grow  upon  the  three  sides,  and  the  fourth  kept 
clear  by  using,  when  necessary,  a  piece  of  flannel 
tied  to  the  end  of  a  short  cane.  A  good  piece  of 
looking-glass,  cut  the  exact  length  and  depth  of 
the  aquarium,  and  placed  behind  it,  will  give  both 
shade  and  effect.  The  back  of  the  mirror  must,  in 
some  way  or  other,  be  protected  from  the  action  of 
the  sun. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  water  of 
an  aquarium  should  obtain  the  necessary  oxygen, 
not  only  directly  from  the  atmosphere  above  it,  but 
also  from  the  vegetation  growing  within  it;  but 
there  are  circumstances  under  which  artificial  means 
of  aeration  should  be  resorted  to.  For  instance,  the 
tank  may  be  overstocked  with  fish,  and  their  owner, 
unwisely,  be  reluctant  to  part  with  any  of  them  ; 
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or  the  temperature  of  the  water,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  may  suddenly  have  risen  too  high.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  a  short  description  of  some 
of  the  instruments  by  which  the  water  of  an 
aquarium  may  be  artificially  aerated  will  not  be 
out  of  place  here. 

A  fountain  is  very  useful  for  this  purpose,  and  is 
also,  if  properly  arranged,  ornamental.    Fig.  ;59 
represents  one  which  may  be  easily  and  inexpen- 
sively constructed.     A  is  a  tank,  made  of  wood, 
slate,  or  zinc ;   but  if  made  of  the  last-named 
material  its  interior  should  be  protected  from  the 
action  of  the  water  by  Japan-black  or  something  of 
the  like  kind.    This  tank  has  a  spout  and  a  tap  at 
the  bottom  of  one  end.    It  is  placed  upon  the  top 
of  a  bookcase  or  some  other  convenient  elevation, 
and  should  be  hidden  there  if  possible.    B  is  a  deal 
table,  over  which  there  is  a  cover  reaching  down  to 
the  floor  of  the  room.    C  is  an  easily-lifted  can, 
capable  of  holding  about  three  gallons  of  water. 
D  is  a  leaden  or  indiarubber  tube,  joined  at  the 
upper  end  to  the  spout  of  the  tank  A,  and  at  the 
lower  to  E,  which  is  a  leaden  pipe  running  under 
the  table  and  through  its  centre,  and  through  that 
of  the  bottom  of  the  aquariiun.    The  hole  in  the 
tank  to  receive  E  should  be  rather  larger  that  the 
pipe.    When  the  pipe  has  been  inserted  into  the 
hole,  it  can  be  fastened  in  its  place  by  means  of 
little  wooden  wedges,  and  all  the  interstices  left 
between  the  wedges,  the  pipe,  and  the  bottom  of 
the  tank  should  be  tightly  filled  up  with  red  and 
white  lead.     F  is  a  leaden  waste-pipe,  the  lower 
end  of  which  runs  just  through  the  table  in  order 
that  it  may  be  inserted  into  the  indiarubber 
tubing  (H),  which  will  connect  it  with  the  can 
(C).    F  is  fixed  in  the  bottom  of  the  aquarium 
in  the  same  way  as  E  has  been  ;  its  length 
within  the  tank  will,  of  course,  regulate  the 
height  of  the  water  there.    If  the  aquarium  is 
made  of  slate,  jthere  may  be  an  overflow  pipe 
at  G  (instead  of  F),  fixed  in  the  side  of  the  tank 
as  high  as  the  water  is  intended  to  rise.  Should 
there  be  an  objection  to  cut  the  table  and  its 
cover,  the  longer  part  of  the  pipe  (E)  can  be 
fastened  by  means  of  brackets  to  the  bottom  of 
the  aquarium  instead  of  the  inside  of  the  top 
of  the  table ;  and  the  tubing  (H)  which  is 
affixed  to  F  may  run  round  the  farther  edge  of 
the  table,  and  so  into  the  can  (C)  beneath  it. 
H  should  be  long  enough  to  reach  the  bottom 
of  the  can  (C);  and  so  the  noise  of  trickling 
water  will  be  prevented.    The  tubing  (D)  might 
be  brought  quite  down  to  the  floor,  and  thence 
up  under  the  table  to  its  connection  with  E, 
whether  the  latter  is  fastened  to  the  bottom  of 
the  aquarium  or  not.     However,  there  should 
be  an  endeavour  to  hide  from  sight  the  tank, 
the  tubing,  and  the  overflow-can. 

There  are  various  ways  of  forming  the  jet 
(I).  The  easiest,  perhaps,  is  to  cut  the  end  of 
the  pipe  off  square  with  a  pair  of  cutting  pincers 
(this  will  press  the  edges  of  the  pipe  closely 
together)  ;  then,  with  a  point  of  a  pin,  make 
the  hole  or  holes  required.  The  object  is  to 
procure  the  flowing  upward  of  the  least  amount 
of  water  with  the  greatest  effect.  No  more 
water  should  be  placed  in  the  tank  (A)  than  the 
can  (C)  is  able  to  hold,  or  some  time  or  other  there 
is  certain  to  be  a  flood  in  the  room.  The  top  of 
the  overflow  pipe  (F)  should  be  protected  with  a 
little  cap  made  of  finely-perforated  /inc  ;  this  will 
prevent  insects  and  pieces  of  weed  from  bein^ 
sucked  down  and  so  causing  death  and  stoppage.  ° 
The  pipes  within  the  aquarium  should  be  hidden 
by  well-arranged  rockwork.  A  good  way  to  do 
this  is  to  get  a  piece  of  slate  about  Sin.  or  4in. 
wide,  and  long  enough,  when  standing  on  the 
bottom  of  the  tank  touching  the  front  glass,  to 
reach  just  above  the  jet  (I).  It  should  rest  against 
the  overflow-pipe  and  not  on  the  fountain,  or  it 
will  interfere  with  the  upward  flow  of  the  water  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  the  former  might  be  bent  a 
little  to  the  front.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the 
jet  points  perfectly  upright.  Pieces  of  coke  can  be 
fastened  by  means  of  Portland  cement  to  the  slate 
just  mentioned.  All  one  side  should  be  covered 
with  the  coke,  and  an  inch  or  so  from  each  edge  of 
the  other  side,  the  edges  also  being  hidden  in  the 
same  way.  The  whole  ought  then  to  be  dipped  in 
some  liquid  Portland  cement  of  the  consistency  of 
cream,  and  then  left  to  dry.  When  it  is  quite  drv, 
it  must  be  well  soaked  before  it  is  put  in  the 
aquarium.  In  constructing  the  above  rockwork, 
and  anything  else  of  the  kind,  care  should  of  course 
be  taken  that  all  formality  of    arrangement  is 


avoided.  This  movable  rockwork  is  very  con- 
venient in  case  a  missing  animal  has  to  be  searched 
for.  Rockwork  could  be  built  against  tlie  pipes  by 
the  help  of  cement  with  perhaps  better  effect,  but 
then  it  must  be  a  fixture. 

Such  a  fountain  contrivance  as  this  just  described 
I  have  found  a  great  success  and  very  little  trouble. 
All  that  is  required  is  to  take  the  can  (C)  full  of 
the  overflow  water  every  morning,  empty  it,  while 
standing  on  a  chair,  into  the  tank  (A),  and  return 
the  can  to  its  place  under  the  table.  If  the  fountain 
is  cared  for  by  a  lady,  the  can  (Cj  should  be  smaller, 
and  perhaps  emptied  twice  a  day  instead  of  once. 

Instead  of  having  the  supply  tank  in  the  room, 
the  fountain  may  be  connected  by  means  of  a 
leaden  siphon  to  the  cistern  at  the  top  of  the  house. 
I  have  at  present  a  fountain  in  an  aquarium  worked 
by  a  siphon  connected  with  an  outside  cistern  which 
is  a  great  success,  and  when  once  started  is  no 
trouble  at  all.  The  two  pipes— overflow  and  supply 
— run  through  one  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  window- 
sash.  The  aquarium,  its  slate  framework  covered 
with  cork,  stands  on  the  sill  of  a  staircase  window, 
making  an  interesting  ornament. 

A  syringe  is  a  useful  instrument  for  supplying 
oxygen  artificially  to  the  water  of  an  aquarium.  It 
may  be  of  glass,  or  such  a  one  as  is  commonly  found 
in  a  greenhouse,  and  constructed  of  metal.  To  use 
the  syringe  it  must  first  be  filled  with  water  from 
the  tank,  and  then,  being  held  at  a  good  height, 
made  forcibly  to  return  the  water.  This  operation 
should  be  repeated  several  times. 

A  pair  of  ordinary  kitchen  bellows  will  also  do 
for  the  purpose  of  aeration,  but  it  is  clumsy  and 
rather  tiring  to  work.    A  smaller  and  more  suitable 


40.    Bellows  foe  Aicrating  the  Wateb  op 
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pair  may  be  generally  bought  at  a  toy  shop,  or  can 
easily  be  made  at  home.    The  wood  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  bellows  should  be  about  fin.  thick, 
so  that  it  will  not  break  when  they  are  worked  with 
the  necessary  force,  and  will  not  split  when  the 
leather  or  American  cloth  is  being  nailed  to  its 
edge.    Fig.  40  will  show  how  such  bellows  may  be 
made  to  work  with  a  spring  instead  of  the  ordinary 
handles.   A,  the  bellows  ready  for  use,  to  the  nozzle 
of  which  (,/)  is  attached  a  prepared  indiarubber  tube 
(h)  ;  B,  the  lower  side,  to  which  the  spring  (rl)  is 
fastened  ;  C,  the  upper  side,  having  a  round  hole 
(./■)  not  more  than  Jin.  in  diameter.    To  this  hole 
inside  is  nailed  the  usual  leather  trap-door  (i)  which 
opens  to  receive  the  air  and  closes  to  expel  it 
through  the  nozzle  of  the  bellows.    The  nozzle 
should  be  abotit  Jin.  in  diameter,  and  made  of  some 
metal  ;  a  piece  of  small  gas  piping  will  do.    It  is 
fixed  in  the  centre  of  a  slip  of  hardwood  .]in.  thick, 
and  this  is  screwed  across  the  narrow  end  of  B  at  e. 
The  spring  is  made  by  twisting  a  piece  of  elastic 
and  stiff'  wire  round  the  end  of  a  broomstick  or 
something  of  a  like  nature,  and  when  made  is 
fastened  in  the  centre  of  the  broad  part  of  B  at  d. 
The  two  sides  are  joined  together  by  nailing  to 
their  edges  a  piece  of  leather  or  American  cloth 
cut  the  desired  shape  (for  which  see  A).    The  little 
nails  or  upholstering  pins  are  placed  very  closely 
together,  so  that  the  bellows  are  made  perfectly 
air-tight;    and  the  indiarubber  tubing  should  be 
just  large  enough  to  fix  securely  over  the  end  of  the 
nozzle  (J).    The  other  end  of  the  tubing  must  be 
stopped  with  a  cork,  which  should  be  tied  firmlv 
in  its  place.    At  the  cork  end  of  the  tubing  there 
are  ten  or  fifteen  little  holes,  which  have  been 
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made  with  a  strong  pin,  and  so  arranged  that  they 
all  point  upwards  when  the  tubing  is  at  the  bottom 
of  the  tank,  and  the  bellows  are  resting  upon  the 
stand  or  table  which  the  aquarium  is  on.  When 
the  instrument  is  completed  and  put  in  the  position 
just  described,  press  the  bellows  forcibly  with  one 
hand,  and  immediately  several  small  bubbles  of  air 
will  be  seen  to  rise  in  the  water  and  ascend  to  its 
surface.  This  contrivance  will  be  found  very 
useful,  not  only  for  aerating  an  aquarium,  but  also 
for  supplying  air  to  fish  which  are  being  taken  a 
long  distance  by  rail  or  by  road. 

{To  be  continued.) 


DEOPPEK  FLY  ATTACHMENTS 
AND  HOOK  WOUNDS. 


"  Dear  Sir, — As  these  subjects  appear  to  be  of 
more  than  usual  interest  just  now,  a  description  of 
a  very  popular  method  in  vogue  here  of  the  first  and 
my  own  experience  of  the  second  may  be  of  interest. 

"  Of  gut  similar  to  that  of  which  the  leader  is 
made,  tie  a  loop  of  about  one  inch  in  length.  Slip 
the  knotted  end  of  this  loop,  after  trimming  it  close, 
between  the  loops,  connecting  the  portions  of  the 
leader  and  draw  them  tight.  This  makes  three 
loops  together,  the  separate  one  being  at  a  right 
angle  to  the  other  two  and  to  the  leader.  To  this 
attach  the  dropper  fly  by  its  looped  snell,  making 
four  loops  together,  two  being  at  a  right  angle  to 
the  leader,  thus  insuring  just  the  required  stiffness 
at  this  point  to  prevent  the  dropper  fly — providing 
the  snell  be  not  too  long — twisting  around  the  leader. 
I  carry  a  number  of  these  loops  and  snells  made  of 
different  thicknesses  of  gut  on  a  key  ring  hung  on 
a  spring  snap  to  my  vest.  The  snells  for  use  with 
eyed  flies.  Besides  the  advantage  of  the  extra 
stiffness  necessary  to  hold  the  dropper  fly  away  from 
the  leader,  this  arrangement  permits  the  leader,  by 
removing  the  extra  loop  or  loops,  to  be  at  once  freed 
of  all  encumbrances  when  only  one  fly  is  needed,  as, 
for  example,  the  stretcher  to  fish  dry. 

"  My  first  angling  lessons  were  learned  when  a 
boy  on  the  stream  running  through  the  farm  of  my 
grand  uncle,  a  retired  sea  captain,  near  Kahway,  N.  J. 
Besides  the  other  help  on  the  place,  he  always  em- 
ployed a  small  boy,  and  at  the  time  referred  to  had 
a  very  bright  lad  of  about  my  own  age  who,  of  course, 
loved  angling,  or  anything  else  that  was  not  work, 
and  consequently  welcomed  me  on  arrival  at  the 
farm,  as  some  days  on  the  stream  were  usually  sure 
to  follow. 

■•/'The  only  tackle  Joe  had  was  a  coarse  linen 
line  with  rather  a  large  hook  '  half  hitched  '  to  it, 
and  wound  on  a  flat  block  of  wood.  This  tackle 
was  intended  to  tie  on  a  pole  cut  in  the  woods 
when  we  got  there.  On  one  of  my  last  visits  to 
the  old  place,  before  the  death  of  my  uncle,  Joe 
hurried  his  luncheon,  and  in  his  eagerness  to  be 
ready  and  not  delay  me  he  ran  the  point  of  the 
hook  clean  over  the  barb  into  his  left  hand  near 
the  thumb. 

"  There  was  a  yell  of  pain,  and  in  an  instant  the 
click  of  a  knife  opening  and  a  loud  command  from 
my  uncle,  '  You,  Joe,  come  here  and  let  me  cut  it 
out ! '  with  some  embellishments  probably  used 
on  ship  board.  We  were  all  on  the  porch  just  off 
the  dining-room  at  the  time,  my  uncle  sitting  in  a 
big  easy  chair,  but  he  half  raised  and  made  a  grab 
at  Joe  as  I  told  him  to  run,  which  he  started  to 
do,  but  had  gone  only  a  short  distance  when  he 
dropped  the  block  on  which  the  line  was  wound. 
Some  twenty  feet  had  unwound  from  the  block 
when  my  uncle  jumped  and  placed  his  foot  on  it, 
thus  stopping  Joe's  flight,  and  picking  up  the 
block  while  yet  holding  the  gleaning  knife  he 
began  slowly  to  land  Joe,  all  the  while  uttering 
the  nautical  embellishments  to  the  accompaniment 
of  .Joe's  cries  of  fear  and  anguish.  Joe's  look  of 
terror  brought  me  to  my  senses,  and  just  as  he 
was  nearly  landed  my  knife  came  in  play  and  I 
cut  the  line  and  freed  Joe  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 
Then  my  imcle's  attention  was  transferred  to  me, 
but  Joe  did  not  wait  to  hear  any  more,  nor  did  I, 
but  followed  him  to  the  brook,  out  of  sight  of  the 
house,  where  together  we  removed  the  line  from  the 
hook,  which  being  of  such  heavy  wire  and  for- 
tunately sharp  we  brought  the  point  out,  and  then 
the  entire  hook.  My  uncle  was,  of  course,  only 
having  a  little  fun,  and  had  no  idea  of  hurting  Joe, 
but  to  him  and  me  at  the  time  it  seemed  a  very 
serious  matter. 

"  Since  then  I  have  had  two  experiences  of 
my  own.    The  first  occurred  up  on  the  Rutland 


Mountain,  in  Vermont,  at  the  house  of  a  friend 
who  was  entertaining  a  very  particular  friend  of 
mine,  a  surgeon,  and  myself.  The  doctor  was 
showing  how  well  he  could  execute  the  switch  cast 
while  a  party  of  us  were  standing  on  the  wharf  at 
the  shore  of  the  trout  pond,  and  after  one  or  two 
failures  to  straighten  the  line  he  made  an  effort  of 
greater  force  and  the  leader  came  under  and  away 
back,  and  as  I  was  standing  near  him  on  the  right 
the  stretcher  fly  caught  me  under  the  chin  and 
drove  the  point  of  the  hook  in  over  the  barb.  The 
hook  was  =^10  old  scale,  and  although  the  doctor 
was  a  skilled  surgeon  it  was  fully  half  an  hour's 
work,  after  the  gut  and  feathers  had  been  removed 
and  the  eye  broken  off,  before  he  could  force  the 
point  out  through  the  flesh  by  turning  the  hook 
and  then  to  bring  it  entirely  out.  This  he  did 
without  the  aid  of  instruments,  using  his  fingers 
alone,  which  with  one  less  skilful  I  now  think 
would  not  be  possible.  The  danger  is  in  breaking 
the  hook  if  too  much  force  is  used,  or  it  is  not 
properly  applied. 

"Last  summer,  fishing  in  a  broad  stream  at 
Henryville,  Pennsylvania,  I  attempted  to  cross  it 
at  the  head  of  a  natural  dam.  When  within  about 
four  feet  of  the  bank  I  discovered  quite  a  deep  cut 
in  the  channel  through  which  nearly  all  the  water 
was  flowing  before  it  went  over  a  fall.  Where  I 
stood  the  water  was  only  a  few  inches  above  my 
shoes,  and  to  step  down  in  the  cut  and  then  reach 
a  branch  of  a  tree  on  the  bank  seemed  quite  easy, 
so  placing  the  wading  staff  I  always  carry  carefully 
on  the  bottom  and  following  it,  I  slowly  stepped 
in,  and  didn't  I  wish  I  hadn't  I 

"  The  rushing  water  came  to  within  an  inch  of 
the  top  of  my  waders,  and  I  began  to  slide  down 
the  stream  to  the  edge  of  the  fall,  but  fortunately 
before  reaching  it  caught  an  overhanging  branch 
with  my  left  hand  and  there  I  stood  securely  fixed. 
From  my  right  hand,  which  also  held  the  rod,  I 
dropped  the  staff  as  it  was  fastened  by  a  cord,  and 
with  my  right  hand  still  holding  the  rod  and  placing 
it  over  the  left  shoulder  attempted  to  throw  it, 
handle  end  first,  as  one  would  a  spear,  through  an 
opening  in  the  foliage.  The  stretcher  fly  had  been 
caught  in  a  small  ring  I  always  place  for  the  pur- 
pose on  one  of  the  bars  of  the  reel,  and  this  held 
the  leader  close  to  the  rod  and  tight  at  both  ends, 
and  consequently  as  the  dropper  fly  passed  my 
cheek  the  hook  was  driven  in  as  far  as  it  possibly 
could  go.  Well,  I  cut  the  snell  with  my  cutters, 
which  are  carried  on  a  fine  chain  suspended  from 
a  button  hole  in  my  coat,  and  threw  the  rod  as  at 
first  intended,  left  the  stream  and  picking  up  the 
rod  walked  two  miles  to  a  house  where  the  man 
and  wagon  were  waiting.  Under  my  instructions, 
the  man  started  in  to  turn  the  hook,  as  the  doctor 
had  done  the  first  time,  but  he  could  not  do  it. 
Then  he  found  two  farm  hands  who  each  in  turn 
tried  by  using  my  pliers,  but  failed,  until  it  occurred 
to  me  to  use  a  second  pair  of  round  end  pliers, 
which  I  also  fortunately  had,  with  which  the  flesh 
of  the  cheek  was  pressed  hard  against  the  point 
of  the  hook,  while  with  the  others  the  hook  was 
turned  upward  and  outward,  and  so  the  point 
brought  through  and  then  the  entire  hook,  from 
which,  of  course,  the  feathers  as  well  as  the  eye  had 
been  removed.  This  took  fully  an  hour,  and  the 
strength  of  a  powerful  man.  Without  the  round  end 
pliers  with  which  to  press  the  flesh  back  against  the 
point  of  the  hook,  neither  of  those  strong  men  could 
have  removed  that  hook  without  injury  to  me. 

"  In  this  way  I  discovered  a  use  for  those  pliers 
in  addition  to  that  of  handling  a  ferrule  when  the 
rod  breaks  in  it,  and  shall  in  future  always  carry 
them.  "  C.  G.  Levison. 

"  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
"  Feb.,  1902. 

"  P.S. — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  Messrs. 
Wyers  Bros.,  of  Paris,  have  become  so  much 
interested  in  the  American  method  of  casting  baits 
from  the  reel  on  account  of  my  articles  you  have 
recently  published,  and  on  account  of  the  very 
great  success  of  a  French  angler  who  had  made 
under  my  supervision  a  complete  outfit  and  who 
subscribes  to  your  paper,  that  they  are  now  having 
made  in  Redditch  seveMil  rods  after  my  pattern, 
and  are  now  negotiating  for  American  reels  and 
lines  for  the  purpose." 


Lancashire  Sea  Fishery  Hatchery.  —  The 
hatchery  work  of  the  Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries  will 
again  be  carried  on  upon  a  large  scale  at  Piel,  near 
Barrow,  and  the  first  hatching  consists  chiefly  of 
plaice. — Field, 


OBSEEVATIONS  AND  EXPEEI- 
ENCES  OF  THE  BEEEDING 
OF  SALMON  AND  TEOUT. 

By  C.  Hevit 

(Hon.  Chaplain  to  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

{Continued  from  page  146.) 

At  that  time  the  Acclimatisation  Society,  to 
which  I  was  a  subscriber,  had  began  to  rear  fish 
near  London,  and  my  old  friend  Francis  Francis, 
editor  of  the  fishing  department  of  the  Field  news- 
paper, was  in  charge  of  their  establishment.  He 
supplied  me  with  three  thousand  eggs,  two  thou- 
sand of  salmon  and  one  thousand  of  a  large  kind 
of  sea  trout  which  run  up  one  of  the  Hampshire 
rivers.  They  were  packed  in  two  tins  filled  with 
damp  moss,  and  so  well  had  the  work  been  done 
that  only  two  or  three  eggs  out  of  the  whole  lot 
were  bad  when  they  arrived,  after  a  three  hundred 
mile  journey  by  railway.  They  were  placed  on 
the  gravel  in  the  two  boxes,  the  water  turned  on, 
and  all  went  well. 

Filled  with  enthusiasm,  and  somewhat  proud  of 
my  triumph  over  innumerable  difficulties,  I  dreamed 
of  the  future,  when  I  should  place  the  young  of  the 
true  salmon  in  our  river,  where  there  had  never 
been  any  before,  and  of  a  more  distant  future  when 
these  little  fish,  having  gone  down  to  the  sea  and 
having  fattened  themselves  up  into  great  salmon, 
should  return  to  the  river,  and  I  should  every  day 
catch  huge  fish  in  great  numbers,  eat  some  of 
them  myself,  and  send  others  as  presents  to  my 
friends.  And  to  a  still  more  distant  time,  when 
the  nets  at  the  river's  mouth  should  be  full  of 
salmon,  and  the  fishermen  should  bless  my  name, 
and  I  should  be  looked  upon  as  a  public  benefactor. 
I  was  young  in  those  days,  and  you  will  not  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  all  my  dreams  did  not  come 
true.  We  all  know  that  no  great  work  can  be 
carried  out  without  enthusiasm.  Some  of  you 
may,  from  experience,  know  what  a  terrible 
nuisance  the  individual  enthusiast  may  become  to 
all  about  him.  Some  of  the  members  of  our 
household  began  almost  to  hate  me  before  many 
weeks  were  over.  Some  said  I  could  talk  of 
nothing  but  fish,  and  that  I  was  always  damp  and 
messy.  But  the  greatest  grievance  was  that  of 
two  maid-servants.  I  overheard  one  say  to  the 
other,  "  There  he  is,  out  there,  messing  about  with 
his  eggs  and  things  again— bother  him!"  Why 
should  it  annoy  them  ?  I  made  no  messes  in  their 
department.  I  was  puzzled ;  but  suddenly  it 
dawned  upon  me  that  my  presence  in  the  back 
premises  at  all  hours  of  the  day  hindered  certain 
little  innocent  flirtations  with  the  butcher  and  the 
baker,  etc.,  when  they  called. 

From  the  time  that  the  eggs  were  deposited  in 
the  boxes  there  began  a  fierce  struggle  between 
Nature  and  myself.  Nature  seems  to  me  to  be 
supposed  by  some  people  to  be  a  beneficent  power 
which  holds  a  balance,  and  that  if  you  do  anything 
to  destroy  the  balance  of  Nature  you  have  com- 
mitted a  great  sin.  Well,  I  suppose  I  had  destroyed 
the  balance  of  Nature  by  putting  three  thousand 
eggs  into  so  small  a  space ;  anyway,  Nature  in 
many  forms  fought  against  me.  All  went  well  for 
about  a  week,  then  I  missed  one  or  two  eggs,  or 
rather  I  should  say  found  the  skins  of  those  eggs 
in  a  corner.  Careful  examination  with  a  powerful 
magnifying  glass  showed  that  the  outer  skin  of  the 
egg  had  been  pierced,  and  the  contents  abstracted. 
I  visited  the  boxes  as  often  as  I  could  every  day. 
Who  was  the  culprit  ?  At  last  I  caught  a 
creature  about  half  an  inch  long,  with  many  legs 
and  a  cruel-looking  pair  of  nippers  for  jaws,  clinging 
to  one  of  the  eggs,  and  apparently  sucking  it  with 
much  contentment.  I  promptly  slew  him,  and 
thus  again  restored  the  balance  of  Nature.  In 
fact,  before  the  conclusion  of  my  experiments  in 
rearing  fish  from  the  egg,  I  quite  made  up  my 
mind  that  one  of  man's  great  missions  in  this 
world  was  to  see  that  Nature  held  her  balance 
right. 

Suddenly  I  remembered  that  I  had  never  boiled 
the  gravel  before  putting  it  into  the  boxes.  There 
might  be  innumerable  ravenous  insects  hidden 
away  in  their  dens  amongst  the  stones  lying  in 
wait  to  ravage  my  eggs.  There  was  nothing  for  it 
but  to  take  them  all  out,  boil  the  gravel,  and  put 
them  back  again.  Now  the  taking  up  of  something 
like  three  thousand  eggs  one  at  a  time  in  a  little 
wire  spoon  is  a  tedious  business,  but  I  got  through 
with  it  at  last,  boiled  the  gravel  for  an  hour  in  the 
copper,  put  it  back  in  the  boxes,  turned  on  the 
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water,  and  fancied  that  I  was  at  the  end  of  my 
trouble.  But  one  morning,  soon  after  this,  I  went 
out  as  soon  as  it  was  light  and  found  the  water  in 
the  boxes  as  thick  as  pea-soup.  There  had  been 
heavy  rain  in  the  night ;  it  had  run  off  a  ploughed 
field  into  my  spring,  and  was  flowing  from  the  tap 
in  a  rich  yellow  stream.  I  cut  off  the  water  from 
the  spring,  and  when  the  cistern  was  empty 
pumped  it  full  from  the  wall.  After  the  clear  water 
had  been  running  for  a  while  I  found  the  eggs  all 
covered  with  yellow  mud.  Unless  that  were  cleared 
off  them  not  one  would  ever  hatch  out.  The  eggs 
of  salmon  are  about  the  size  of  medium  peas,  of  a 
lovely  flesh  colour,  transparent,  and  enclosed  in  a 
membrane  quite  as  iine  as  gold-beater's  skin.  They 
will  not  endure  anything  like  rough  handling,  and 
I  was  fairly  at  my  wits'  end  what  to  do.  However, 
taking  a  large  camel's  hair  paint  brush  and  gently 
stirring  up  the  mud  I  did  at  last  get  rid  of  most  of 
it,  but  it  was  a  long  and  weary  business,  and  I 
almost  began  to  wish  that  I  had  not  dabbled  in 
salmon  rearing,  and  had  left  the  fish  to  attend  to 
their  own  duties.  After  this,  for  about  a  fortnight, 
all  went  well.  Then  sharp  frost  set  in,  and  all  my 
time  was  taken  up  in  keeping  the  boxes  clear  of  ice. 

I  used  to  come  back  into  the  house  so  numbed 
with  cold  that  I  seemed  to  have  lost  all  feeling, 
and  was  often  reminded  of  a  certain  Bishop  of 
whom  an  amusing  story  is  told.  He  was  an  old 
man,  and  was  sometimes  attacked  with  a  loss  of 
sensation  in  his  limbs.  If  he  grasped  his  arm  or 
his  knee  he  would  find  that  he  had  no  feeling  in  it. 
The  doctor  told  him  that  whenever  he  found  that 
to  be  the  case  he  must  at  once  take  a  dose  of  some 
piotion  which  he  always  kept  by  him.  He  was  a 
genial  and  amusing  man,  and  one  day,  when  he 
was  at  a  dinner  party,  he  was  suddenly  observed  to 
turn  pale  and  look  very  anxious,  lie  said  in  a 
weak,  low  voice,  "  Pray  excuse  me,  I  must  go  home. 
I  have  that  terrible  feeling  of  numbness  come  over 
me.  I  have  been  grasping  my  knee  for  some 
minutes  and  have  no  sensation  in  it  at  all." 

"  Excuse  me,  my  lord,"  said  an  elderly  lady,  who 
was  sitting  next  to  him,  "  I  do  not  think  you  need 
feel  any  alarm.  It  is  my  knee  that  you  have  been 
grasping  for  the  last  five  minutes  1  "* 

When  the  frost  was!  gone,  and  I  could  examine 
my  eggs  again,  to  my  great  alarm  I  found  that  a 
few  were  dead — they  had  become  quite  white  and 
opaque.  Others  had  v/hite  spots  upon  them,  which 
day  by  day  spread  fast  over  the  inside  of  the 
membrane,  or  covering  of  the  egg.  As  soon  as 
this  white  substance  had  spread  all  over  the  egg 
it  was  dead. 

This  brings  me  to  the  most  interesting  part  of 
my  experience.  It  struck  me  that  perhaps  the 
water  was  too  cold,  but  how  to  warm  it  was  a 
problem  which  I  could  not  solve.  So  I  set  to 
work  to  rig  up  a  small  hospital  for  sick  eggs  by 
the  dining-room  fire.  A  large  bath  which  had  a 
tap  in  one  end  of  it  formed  my  cistern.  Under  the 
tap  I  placed  a  small  tin  tray  about  six  inches  long 
and  four  wide,  and  about  three  inches  deep. 
Glass  rods,  about  half  as  thick  as  a  cedar  pencil, 
were  placed  parallel  to  one  another  about  an  inch 
imder  water,  and  at  such  a  distance  apart  that  the 
eggs  could  not  fall  between  them.  The  spotted 
eggs  in  the  boxes  were  then  carefully  picked  out 
in  my  little  wire  :spoon,  and  placed  on  the  rods. 
The  water  was  turned  on,  and  run  through  the  tin 
tray,  the  overflow  falling  into  a  small  bath  below. 
The  water  was  kept  at  from  forty-five  to  fifty 
degrees.  From  the  day  on  which  the  eggs  were 
placed  in  the  warmer  water  the  spread  of  the  white 
matter  under  the  outer  membrane  was  arrested,  and 
in  time  became  detached  ;  it  was  never  absorbed, 
but  floated  about  freely  inside  the  skin.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  eggs  hatched  out;  there 
were  about  two  (hundred  of  them,  every  one  of 
which  would  have  perished  if  left  in  the  cold  water 
outside. 

I  used  to  watch  the  eggs  through  a  strong  magni- 
fying glass.  As  they  came  near  the  time  of 
hatching  it  was  most  interesting  to  watch  the 
development  of  the  little  fish  inside  the  egg.  The 
eyes  could  be  plainly  seen,  and  a  dim  shadowy 
outline  of  the  fish.  After  a  while  you  could  see 
them  move  and  turn  a  sort  of  somersault  inside 
their  prison.    At  last  I  saw  one  look  at  me — I 


*  This  good  story  reminds  me  of  that  other  Bishop 
who  suffered  from  a  painful  knee  —  perhaps  from 
kneeling  too  much.  A  wag  on  hearing  that  the 
Bishop's  complaint  was  "  housemaid's  knee  "  wanted 
to  know  where  was  the  rest  of  the  housemaid, — E.  B.  M. 


believe  he  would  have  winked  if  he  had  had  any 
eyelids — give  a  violent  struggle,  burst  the  outer 
membrane,  swim  round  the  tray,  and  sink  to  the 
bottom  between  the  glass  rods.  So  my  first  little 
salmon  was  born. 

There  are  three  things  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  success  in  rearing  fish  from  the  egg. 

(1)  Well  fertilised  eggs. 

(2)  Pure  water. 

(3)  Infinite  care  and  pains  about  details. 
Every  egg  that  shows  signs  of  going  wrong  must 

at  once  be  removed  from  the  boxes.  If  it  be  left 
to  perish  you  soon  see  a  sort  of  fungus  begin  to 
grow  on  it,  and  the  moment  that  fungus  touches 
another  egg  it  will  be  infected  and  in  a  few  days 
you  will  find  all  the  eggs  bound  together  in  a  mass 
in  the  fungus  and  dead. 

I  have  perhaps  wearied  the  reader  with  detail 
more  than  I  should  have  done,  but  I  wished  to 
show  how  it  was  possible  to  achieve  a  fair  share  of 
success  even  with  very  rude  appliances. 

Since  the  days  of  which  I  have  been  writing,  I 
have  had  to  do  with  a  much  larger  rearing  establish- 
ment, from  which  we  turned  out  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  trout  annually. 

But  there  we  had  all  the  modern  improvements. 
A  thickly  thatched  building  in  which  the  variations 
of  temperature  were  very  slight,  with  the  purest 
water  passing  through  up-to-date  filters,  made  the 
work  quite  easy,  and  one  year  we  hatched  out 
ninety  per  cent,  of  the  eggs. 

There  is  a  very  easy  way  of  counting  the  eggs 
which  may  be  of  use  to  you  if  you  ever  have  to  deal 
with  them  in  large  numbers,  for,  believe  me,  the 
counting  of  even  ten  thousand  eggs  one  by  one  is  a 
very  tedious  business.  Take  a  square  board  of  any 
size  you  like  and  mark  it  off  in  square  inches. 
Place  as  many  eggs  as  you  can  in  one  layer  on  one 
square  inch.  Count  them.  Then  cover  the  whole 
board  with  a  layer  of  eggs  and  multiply  by  the 
number  of  square  inches. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  when  the  little 
fish  first  comes  out  of  the  egg  he  does  not  look 
anything  like  the  little  fellows  to  be  seen  swimming 
about  in  our  burns.  He  has  a  head  and  a  tail  and 
a  very  thin  body,  but  underneath,  where  his 
receptacle  for  food  ought  to  be,  he  has  a  large  sac 
hanging  down,  the  contents  of  which  are  gradually 
absorbed,  and  upon  which  he  lives  for  some  six 
weeks.  Day  by  day  the  sac  becomes  smaller,  and 
at  last,  when  he  has  arrived  at  his  proper  shape,  he 
opens  his  mouth  and  begins  to  feed. 

It  would  weary  you  to  enter  upon  all  questions 
of  feeding  and  the  care  of  the  little  fishes.  They 
may  be  fed  in  the  boxes  for  a  few  weeks  and  then 
turned  out  into  carefully  prepared  ponds,  and  the 
next  year,  when  they  have  put  on  their  silvery 
dress  as  smolts,  should  be  turned  into  the  burn  or 
river,  and  with  all  good  wishes  sent  off  on  their 
journey  to  the  sea. 

Should  any  of  you  wish  to  take  up  this  subject, 
there  are  text  books  touching  on  the  matter  in  all 
its  branches. 


STKAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 

(Continued  from  page  149.) 

Ember-cooking  Fish. 
There  is  a  way  of  dressing  fish  which  may  be 
resorted  to  by  the  side  of  the  water  with  pleasure 
(and  not  without  advantage  should  your  stock  of 
provisions  run  short)  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
when  fish  do  not  generally  feed  so  freely  as  at  other 
times,  and  when  your  sport  is  often  improved  by 
giving  them,  as  well  as  yourself,  a  rest.  It  is 
managed  as  follows : — First  collect  a  lot  of  small 
dry  wood  and  set  it  on  fire  ;  when  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  ashes  has  been  thus  obtained,  which 
will  be  soon  done,  take  a  sheet  of  paper  (an  old 
newspaper  will  do)  and  wet  it  thoroughly  :  shake 
the  drops  off  it,  and  then,  filling  the  mouth  of  your 
fish  with  salt,  wrap  him  up  in  it  just  as  he  is, 
uncleaned,  simplex  i»imunditiis,  and,  digging  a 
grave  for  him  in  your  ash-heap,  put  him  bodily 
into  it,  covering  him  well  up  afterwards  with  the 
hot  ashes.  When  you  think^he  ought  to  be  done, 
allowing  from  ten  minutes  to  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
according  to  his  size,  partially  uncover  him  and 
tear  off  a  small  piece  of  his  winding-sheet.  If  his 
skin  comes  off  with  it,  he  is  sufficiently  done,  and 
out  with  him.  Should,  however,  the  paper  come 
off  minus  the  skin,  cover  him  up  again,  and  give 

♦  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume, 


him  a  little  more  law,  until  this  test  shows  him  to 
be  perfectly  done.  On  being  turned  out  of  his 
envelope  the  whole  of  his  skin  should  adhere  to  it. 
As  for  his  inside,  you  may  disregard  it  altogether, 
or  opening  him,  turn  it  out,  which  you  will  find 
there  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  doing  eii, 
manse.  Pepper  and  salt  him,  if  you  have  such 
condiments  by  you,  and  you  will  only  be  sorry  that 
your  own  kitchen  does  not  afford  you  the  means  of 
dressing  your  fish  thus  at  home.'* 

Fishing,  ix  Glex  Gaury. 
This  plan  was  shown  me  a  year  or  two  ago  by  a 
gillie  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Garry,  the  waters  from 
which  flow  down  the  Garry  to  Loch  Oich,  the  cen- 
tral one  of  the  chain  forming  the  Caledonian  Canal, 
and  thence  diverging  east  and  west  find  their  way 
to  the  German  and  Atlantic  Oceans.  Tlie  river, 
deriving  its  supplies  from  the  contributions  of 
several  streams  rising  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glen 
Coich,  runs,  before  reaching  Loch  Garry,  with  no 
inconsiderable  volume  through  two  other  lochs,  by 
name  Polery  and  Kingie,  broadening  out  here  and 
there  during  the  rest  of  its  course  into  large  deep 
pools,  of  which  I  may  mentionjone  particularly, 
called  the  "  Black  Pool."  The  river,  down  to  its 
efflux  from  Loch  Garry — as  well  as  the  lochs  through 
which  it  runs — abounds  with  brown  trout,  those  in 
the  lochs  averaging  about  a  third  of  a  pound ; 
those  in  the  stream,  and  particularly  high  up,  above 
Loch  Kingie,  vary  more  in  weight,  many  being 
smaller,  but  many  also  running  to  a  much  larger 
size.  The  lochs  are  celebrated. as  containing  great 
lake  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  which  not  unfrequently 
attain  to  a  great  weight  there.  It  was  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  my  luck  at  these  big  fellows  that 
I  went  with  a  friend  to  Tomdoun,  Tomindoun,  or 
Tomadoun  (the  name  is  thus  indifferently  written, 
not  an  unfrequent  occurrence  in  the  Highlands, 
where  they  are  not  very  particular  about  their  spell- 
ing), a  comfortable  road-side  inn,  about  oOO  yards 
from  the  river,  and  some  three  miles  above  Loch 
Garry,  kept  by  Mr.  Eobinson,  a  worthy  man,  who, 
as  well  as  his  wife,  does  all  that  he  can  to  promote 
the  comfort  of  his  guests,  and  told  me  "he  liked 
to  see  gentlemen  have  their  sport  satisfactory  and 
peaceable."  It  was  somewhat  too  late  in  the  year, 
we  were  told,  for  much  sport  to  be  expected,  so 
far  as  the  lake  trout  were  concerned ;  but  under 
the  auspices  of  John  Cameron,  whom  we  had 
brought  with  us  from  Invergarrj' — a  very  handy 
and  decent  fellow,  and  withal  so  fond  of  fishing 
that  he  has  earned  for  himself  the  sobriquet  of 
"the  cormorant" — we  determined  to  have  a  trial 
at  all  events. 

Trailing  for  Saljio  Ferox. 
We  accordingly  set  to  work  trailing  in  the  lochs 
(using  simple  spinning  tackle)  with  a  parr  or  small 
trout  for  bait,  and  having  a  line  (about  thirty  or  forty 
yards)  out  on  either  side  of  the  stern,  whilst  the  boat 
was  rowed  slowly  up  and  down  over  the  most  likely 
parts  of  the  water.  It  seemed  at  first  that  the 
fears  which  had  been  expressed  with  reference  to 
the  lateness  of  the  season  were  likely  to  prove 
correct,  for  during  the  first  two  days  the  result  of 
our  trailing  was  only  some  four  or  five  dozen 
brown  trout,  rimning  from  about  a  \\h.  to  lUb. 
As  this  was  not  very  lively  work,  I  used  in  the 
mornings,  before  we  started  together  for  the  regular 
business  of  the  day,  to  vary  the  sport  by  fly-fishing, 
or  spinning  from  the  shore  with  a  small  bait,  or 
kill-devil,  the  pools  below  the  house,  picking  up 
thus  a  good  many  trout,  including  some  nice  ones 
of  from  lib.  to  2ib. 

Spinning — Lose  a  Good  One. 
Those  parts  at  the  heads  and  tails  of  the  lochs, 
where  the  water  was  too  confined  or  shallow  for 
trailing,  I  used  to  spin  over  by  casting  out  of  the 
boat  in  the  usual  way,  a  plan  which  I  found  answer 
vei'y  well.  On  one  occasion,  at  the  tail  of  Loch 
Polery,  in  which  we  had  been  trailing,  we  saw  a 
salmon  leap,  as  they  not  unfrequently  do  when 
they  have  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  the  up- 
ward navigation,  and  find  themselves  in  still  water. 
Having  my  line  all  ready  (with  a  gutta-percha 
kill-devil  on,  as  it  happened),  I  threw  over  the 
place  where  he  had  shown  himself.    The  bait  was 

*  I  observe  that  this  mode  of  dressing  fish  has 
already  been  described  by  Mr.  Stoddart  in  his  Angler's 
Compa)non.  As,  however,  it  is  possible  that  these 
Notes  and  his  excellent  work  may  fall  under  the 
notice  of  different  readers,  and  the  "wrinkle"  is  one 
worthy  o£  being  widely  disseminated,  I  venture  to  let 
it  stand  as  I  have  written  it. 
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instantly  taken,  as  I  conceived  of  course,  by  the 
same  fish,  and  away  he  went  with  it.  Had  all 
been  clear,  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  have  killed 
him,  but,  unluckily,  the  outlet  into  the  shallow 
broken  water,  into  which  we  could  not  have 
followed  him.  was  so  near,  and  he  showed  such 
an  evident  inclination  to  make  for  it,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  employ  greater  force  than  I  should 
otherwise  have  done,  in  order  to  try  to  turn  his 
head  away  from  it.  At  first!  I  thought  I  should 
have  succeeded,  but  unfortunately  the  hold  gave, 
and  I  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  him  execute 
a  preliminary  flourish  of  derision,  throwing  him- 
self out  of  the  water,  and  exhibiting  his  full  size, 
that  of  at  least  a  twelve-pounder,  as  he  surged  off 
to  look  for  quieter  quarters.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  this  fish,  as  my  friend  and  J. 
Cameron  both  positively  declared,  was  not  the 
salmon  which  had  shown  himself  just  before,  but  a 
Salmo  fexDx.  My  own  sight  is  not  sufficiently 
good  to  enable  me  to  express  a  decided  opinion, 
but  my  impression  is  that  they  were  right,  and  that 
the  fish  was  a  difierent  one,  being  larger  and  darker 
coloured.  Besides  the  spinning-rod  I  always  had 
a  fly-rod  at  hand  in  the  boat,  with  which  I  used  to 
catch  a  good  number  of  brown  trout  in  the  runs  at 
odd  times.  Just  above  Loch  Kingie,  for  instance, 
I  remember  catching  in  a  very  short  time  about 
three  dozen,  one  of  them  being  2Jlb.,  a  verybonnie 
fish.  The  greater  part  of  these  I  caught  just  at 
the  head  of  Loch  Kingie,  wading  in  with  only  a 
shirt  on,  tucked  up  pretty  high,  when,  what  with 
killing  "  clegs  "  (horse-flies),  the  number  of  which 
was  only  equalled  by  their  determination  and 
ferocity,  and  getting  in  my  fish,  my  hands  were 
pretty  well  occupied. 

Beginning  to  Despair. 

We  had  been  thus  engaged  for  the  best  part  of 
four  days,  leading  pleasant  lives  enough,  though 
the  weather  was  somewhat  unfavourable,  but  on 
the  whole  beginning  to  despair  of  getting  hold  of 
one  of  the  big  fellows.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
fourth  day  we  halted  in  a  wooded  bay  on  the  west 
shore  of  Loch  Garry,  a  delightfully  pretty  and  shel- 
tered spot,  where,  whilst  we  lounged  away  the  hour 
we  did  not  then  so  much  grudge  for  luncheon, 
John  Cameron  practically  explained  the  mysteries 
of  ember-cooking  fish,  which  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, a  couple  of  trout  of  about  a  pound  each 
serving  as  subjects  for  the  lecture.  Luncheon 
over,  before  yielding  myself  to  that  pipe  of  pipes 
which  succeeds  such  a  repast,  perhaps  the  highest 
state  of  pure  physical  enjoyment  of  which  man  is 
susceptible,  I  took  stock  of  my  remainiag  spinning 
tackle.  I  then  found  it  had  suffered  so  much  from 
the  nibbling  of  the  small  trout  that  the  flight  of 
hooks  I  had  up  was  the  only  one  of  the  proper  size 
left,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  the  single  gut 
attached  to  this  was  frayed  half  in  two  close  by  the 
lip-hook.  However,  as  we  had  not  had  a  run 
from  a  big  fish  in  trailing,  and  it  was  getting  late, 
I  thought  I  would  just  take  the  chance  and  continue 
fishing  with  it.  At  length,  after  we  had  been  long, 
over-long,  stretched  on  the  heather,  watching  the 
smoke  of  our  pipes  as  it  curled  up  among  the  birch 
trees  to  the  blue  overhead,  each  awaiting  from  the 
other  the  unwelcome  signal  for  a  move,  our  eyes 
met,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  time  to  be  at  work 
again  was  tacitly  but  mutually  acknowledged.  He 
has  some  pleasant  reminiscences  who  can  look  back 
to  many  half -hours  of  such  immixed  tranquil  enjoy- 
ment as  that  which  I,  at  least,  experienced  before 
the  sense  of  duty  prevailed,  and  we  forced  ourselves 
away  for  a  fresh  start.  Having  rebaited  our  hooks 
with  small  trout,  we  now  pulled  over  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  loch,  and  had  only  taken  one  or  two 
turns  up  and  down  the  likely  part  of  it,  when  about 
half-past  six  I  felt  a  tug  from  what  I  soon  foimd 
was  very  different  from  anything  that  I  had  had  on 
before,  and  away  he  went  with  the  bait — away — 
away— -straight  from  the  stern  of  the  boat  as  if 
there  were  to  be  no  end  to  his  going.  I  immediately 
sung  out  to  Cameron  to  back  the  boat  after  him, 
but  before  he  could  get  any  way  upon  her,  she 
being  a  heavy  square- sterned  coble,  the  fish  had 
run  out  the  whole  of  my  line,  nearly  a  hundred 
yards,  with  the  exception  of  one  turn  and  a  half 
round  the  reel.  I  had  been  giving  it  to  him  more 
and  more  reluctantly  for  some  time,  though,  knowing 
the  state  of  my  gut,  I  did  not  dare  to  put  any  strain 
upon  it,  and  was  all  ready,  if  he  persisted,  to  let 
him  have  rod  and  all,  by  throwing  it  into  the  water, 
as  soon  as  the  line  was  exhausted. 

(To  he  contintied,) 


PIKE  FISHING  AT  CASTLE 
HOWAED. 


It  was  early  morn — so  early  that  Nature  had 
not  yet  condescended  to  lift  her  sable  cloak  which 
obscured  the  far-spreading  'scape,  and  imparted  a 
hallowed  peacefulness  that  would  reign  supreme 
until  violated  by  sounds  familiar  with  advancing 
daybreak — when  three  angling  enthusiasts,  journey- 
ing from  York,  alighted  from  the  train  at  Castle 
Howard  for  the  purpose  of  angling  in  the  famous 
pike  lake,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

Apparently  the  only  man  stirring  save  ourselves 
and  the  courteous  railway  official  was  the  landlord 
of  the  vUlage  inn,  who,  with  just  the  tip  of  his 
nose  peeping  from  the  collar  of  his  great-coat,  sat 
huddled  up  in  the  conveyance  intended  for  our  use. 

"  Sharp  morning,  gentlemen,"  he  cried,  as  we 
approached. 

"  That  it  is,"  we  replied,  stamping  our  benumbed 
feet  in  order  to  infuse  sorely  needed  circulation. 
The  frost-bound  roads  were  covered  with  a  light 
layer  of  snow  which  had  fallen  overnight,  and  in 
consequence  of  their  slippery  state  and  the  dim 
light  we  had  to  proceed  up  the  hill  leading  from 
the  station  with  great  circumspection. 

At  Welburn,  a  charming  old  village  of  rural 
simplicity,  we  drew  up  at  the  inn  for  breakfast, 
which  the  good  lady  had  in  preparation  for  us. 

On  turning  out  of  our  cosy  quarters  and  resuming 
our  journey  to  the  lake,  distant  some  four  miles, 
eloquent  signs  of  daybreali  were  evidenced  in  the 
clearness  of  surrounding  objects,  while  the  grey 
sullen  clouds  fast  dispersing  disclosed  in  their  wake 
fitful  rays  of  sunlight. 

In  due  course  we  reached  the  confines  of  the 
home  estate,  and,  passing  through  an  an  old 
historical  gateway,  were  soon  in  the  heart  of  a 
richly  timbered  park,  through  which  a  broad  car- 
riage drive — bordered  on  either  side  by  stately  elms 
and  venerable  oaks— led  down  to  the  lake.  The 
drive  through  this  sylvan  domain  fully  occupied 
fifteen  minutes,  and  in  the  many  phases  of  Nature's 
grandeur  we  found  ample  food  for  reflection. 

At  each  clearing  we  liove  in  sight  of  innumerable 
rabbits,  startled  at  our  approach,  scurried  away  into 
their  burrows  ;  here  golden  pheasants,  resplendent 
in  gorgeous  garb— contrasting  strangely  with  the 
white  ones,  to  which  the  snow-clad  ground  lent  its 
protective  influences— strutted  around  the  base  of 
fir  trees,  turning  over  the  brushwood  in  search  of 
hidden  grain ;  while  nimble  squirrels  scampered 
up  the  gnarled  trunks  of  sturdy  oaks,  scattering  the 
rime  in  showers  in  their  passage  to  the  topmost 
branches,  where  they  inquisitively  peered  down 
upon  us  as  we  drove  beneath.  All  too  soon  perhaps 
we  arrived  at  the  venue — for  we  were  lovers  of  the 
country,  and,  although  our  objective  was  angling,  we 
could  not  allow  our  eagerness  for  sport  to  unduly 
cm-tail  the  varied  attractions  of  the  woods — where 
the  keeper  was  awaiting  us.  His  is  a  cheery  face 
— a  type  of  countenance  that  seems  blessed  with 
perennial  sunshine,  and  seldom  outwardly  shows 
the  besetting  troubles  that  are  man's  inheritance. 
A  fine  expansive  sheet  of  water,  placid  where 
sheltered  by  the  trees,  but  with  faint  ripples  playing 
on  its  more  exposed  parts,  opened  before  our  gaze, 
and  commanded  a  magnificent  view  of  the  castle 
— a  famous  work  of  architectural  beauty — the 
ancestral  home  of  the  Howards. 

Overhead,  at  a  great  altitude,  a  flock  of  wild 
geese  were  wheeling  in  uncertain  flight  in  conse- 
quence of  our  invasion  of  their  territory,  while  a 
concourse  of  ^vild  duck,  uttering  discordant  notes, 
rose  out  of  a  mass  of  tall  waving  reeds,  but,  soon 
selecting  a  corner  of  the  lake  wherein  they  could 
enjoy  immunity  from  interruption,  they  quickly 
alighted  and  took  no  further  notice  of  us. 

While  arranging  suitable  tackle  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  sudden  commotion  in  the  water  close 
to  the  bank,  caused  by  a  large  jack  in  pursuit  of  a 
shoal  of  perch,  which  almost  performed  the  antics 
of  flying  fish  in  their  efforts  to  escape. 

Whether  or  not  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
capture — his  rushes  in  and  out  of  the  shoal  were 
executed  at  lightning  speed — I  could  not  ascertain, 
but  obviously  his  appetite  was  unappeased,  for  he 
eagerly  snapped  the  bait  I  held  out  to  hhn  in  the 
shape  of  a  gudgeon,  and  after  struggling  valiantly 
for  the  mastery  in  good  time  succumbed  to  the 
persuasive  influences  of  the  rod,  and  thereafter  to 
the  merciless  stroke  of  the  gaff.    A  lusty  shout 

from  S  ,  whose  rod  was  bowing  and  scraping 

gracefully  in  response  to   repeated   appeals  for 


freedom  from  a  heavy  fish,  next  claimed  attention 
and  the  keeper,  leaving  me  to  extract  the  hooks 
from_ the  gin-trap  jaws  of  Esox  lucius,  hurried  off 
to  my  friend's  assistance  and  gaffed  a  beautiful 
male  fish,  the  weight  of  which,  in  the  absence  of 
scales,  we  unanimously  agreed  to  be  101b. 

Small  fault  had  we  cause  to  find  with  sport  for 
two  succeeding  hours,  but  towards  noon  we 
experienced  a  decided  lull  suggestive  of  the  fish 
having  retired    for   their   midday  siesta,  which 

prompted  me  to  remind  S  that  the  time  was 

ripe  for  an  inspection  of  the  lunch  basket.  My 
Teutonic  friend  being  nothing  loth  we  commissioned 
the  keeper  to  convey  our  laudable  intentions  to 
the  Parson,  who  was  fishing  some  distance  away. 

Scarce  were  our  rods  lain  aside  before  we  per- 
ceived the  Parson  gesticulating  wildly  with  one  arm 
as  often  as  it  could  be  spared  from  union  with  his 
rod,  which  apparently  from  its  curl  required  some 
handling. 

The  keeper,  we  noticed,  had  increased  his  pace, 
and  soon  we  were  careering  after  him  to  ascertain 
what  all  the  uproar  was  about. 

"  I'll  warrant  it's  a  large  one,"  said  S  . 

"  Best  pike  so  far,"  I  blmrted  out,  as  we  raced 
along. 

When  we  reached  the  scene  of  excitement,  a 
curious  and  totally  unexpected  combat  was  taking 
place.  The  Parson,  ankle  deep  in  mud,  and  a  set 
expression  on  his  face,  was  struggling  with  a 
monstrous  eel  which,  twisting  and  revolving  in  a 
manner  that  threatened  imminent  disaster,  he  had 
drawn  unceremoniously  to  the  water's  edge. 

The  most  needful  instrument,  a  landing  net,  we 
had  come  unprovided  with,  and  the  gaff,  although 
wielded  with  consummate  skill,  proved  utterly 
useless,  for  the  fish  miraculously  evaded  contact  with 
the  barb,  and  finally  we  essayed  to  lift  him,  as  it 
were,  bodily  out  of  the  water,  but,  alas  1  this  rough 
treatment  proved  too  much  for  the  gut  trace  which 
parted,  and  treated  us  to  the  exhibition  of  wit- 
nessing, with  a  loud  splash,  the  eel's  hurried 
departure. 

Visions  of  an  eel  reposing  in  a  glass  case — an 
ornamental  trophy  for  his  study — that  may  have 
centred  in  the  Parson's  mind  were  now  rudely 
dispelled,  and  for  some  moments  after  the  regretful 
leave  taking  he  continued  to  gaze  long  and  earnestly 
into  the  widening  circles  that  gradually  smoothed 
away  all  traces  of  the  specimen  fish. 

What  the  eel  would  have  weighed  had  we  suc- 
ceeded in  om-  efforts  I  dare  not  estimate,  but  I 
can  with  accuracy  affirm  that  it  swallowed  a  live 
dace  of  about  5oz. — from  which  statement  the 
reader  must  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

After  this  mishap  we  adjourned  for  Irmch,  which 
was  done  justice  to  in  a  manner  as  befitting  the 
appetites  of  Yorkshiremen,  and  to  aid  the  digestion 

thereof  S  produced  a  bottle  of  liqueur  bearing 

an  ominous  label,  from  which  the  Parson  and  I  not 
unnaturally  recoiled.  Perceiving  our  questioning 
glances,  accompanied  by  some  hesitation  prior  to 
acceptance  of  the  profl'ered  cordial,  he  smilingly 
told  us  that  finding  that  the  wines  in  his  cellar, 
which  the  servants  of  his  household  had  access  to, 
were  being  consumed  with  an  educated  sense  of 
discrimination  at  a  rate  that  was  both  alarming 
and  unaccountable,  and  being  loth  to  institute  an 
inquiry,  thereby  casting  suspicion  on  one  and  all, 
he  after  due  consideration  labelled  his  choicest 
liqueurs  "  Poison."  This  remedy  proved  efficacious, 

and  may  be  further  explained  by  saying  that  S  

was  an  enthusiastic  photographer,  so  that  probably 
the  delinquent  regarded  the  bottles  in  the  light  of 
chemicals. 

"  Well ! "  said  our  reverend  friend,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  story,  "  it  was  a  delicate  way  of 
suppressing  the  evil." 

The  repast  being  over,  S  and  I  proceeded  to 

spin  with  the  artificial  bait,  while  the  Parson,  who 
had  fared  ill  throughout  the  forenoon,  settled  down 
to  live  baiting  for  perch  with  the  minnow. 

The  lake  fortunately  was  clear  of  weeds,  and  the 
soil  being  fairly  compact,  thus  ensuring  a  firm 
footing,  we  were  able  to  cast  well  out  into  the 
centre  of  the  water. 

Only  one  drawback  had  wc  cause  to  complain  of, 
and  that  arose  from  the  water  freezing  solid  on  our 
lines  and  impeding  their  progi-ess  through  the  rod 
rings,  but  the  exhilarating  exercise  of  casting  atoned 
for  this  inconvenience. 

At  last  sport  with  the  Parson  took  a  favourable 
turn.  Near  to  some  wooden  stakes  fixed  in  the 
bed  of  the  lake— -perch  delight  in  congregating  in 
such  places — he  was  having  a  high  time,  and  when 
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the  appointed  hour  arrived,  demanding  a  cessation 
of  hostilities,  his  creel  of  nineteen  perch  served 
in  some  measure  to  allay  the  disappointment 
occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  specimen  eel. 
'  As  we  journeyed  homeward  in  the  fast  waning 
light  and  viewed  in  silent  contemplation  the  low 
sinking  sun  reddening  the  summits  of  the  distant 
hills,  and  the  deepening  shadows  closing  around 
the  trees,  clearly  did  we  realise  why  the  irresistible 
charms  of  angling  are  so  deeply  woven  in  the  hearts 
of  some  men.  Brown  Owl. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  ILigh.  Water  in  the  Thames 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

f30  mln.  for  Chelsea. 
40   „     „  Putney. 
i5         „  Hammersmith. 
50   „     ,,  Barnes. 
Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddlngton  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 


Add^ 


Add 


66  mln.  for  Kew. 
75   ,,     ,,  Richmond. 
80  ,,     ,,  Twicljenham. 
85   „     „  Teddington. 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
ITriday, 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoi. 

Morning. 


Mar. 


O.ii 
1.25 
2.  5 
2.40 
3.16 
3.63 
4.33  , 


Evening 

....  1.  5 

....  1.45 

....  2.23 

....  2.57 

....  3.35 

....  4.13 

...  4..53 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — On  March  7  the 
coarse  fishing  season  closes,  and  the  roach  pole  and 
punt  rod  will  subsequently  be  laid  on  one  side.  The 
river  has  fished  badly  nearly  all  the  season,  owing 
principally  to  the  absence  of  rain.  On  March  2  plenty  of 
fish — especially  roach  and  chub — were  had,  the  river 
being  a  good  colour  and  the  day  a  suitable  one.  On 
March  3  the  water  had  a  better  appearance,  and  roach 
were  feeding  well ,  despite  an  easterly  wind,  Mr.  Hennings 
getting  one  of  the  best  fish  I  have  heard  of,  at  Thames 
Ditton,  weighing  lib.  14Joz.  The  roach  was  at  first 
reported  to  weigh  over  21b  ,  but  it  was  placed  ou  the 
scales  at  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson's  and  then  weighed  as 
above  stated.  On  Tuesday  the  fish  were  not  feeding 
quite  so  well,  but  good  takes  of  roach  were  had 
in  many  parts  of  the  river.  The  water  in  the 
Kingston  reach  was  agaia  run  off  below  summer 
level,  and  this  constant  altering  of  the  weir  paddles 
shifts  the  fish  and  draws  them  down  stream.  On 
Thursday  the  water  was  a  grand  colour,  but  a  dense 
fog  hung  over  the  lower  parts  of  the  river  in  the 
morning,  and  by  to-morrow  the  water  will  probably 
be  much  clearer,  as  the  rain-water  has  been  practically 
run  off.  A  few  more  showers  might  put  the  river  just 
right  for  the  closing  week. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley).  —  The    water    has    been  very 

much  coloured  during  the  last  few  days,  which  has 
made  jack  fishing  very  quiet.  Mr.  Escombe  and  others 
.  have  taken  some  of  these  fish  up  to  41b.  Some  grand 
bags  of  roach  have  been  made.  Most  anglers  who 
have  gone  after  these  fish  have  been  well  rewarded, 
the  bankers  having  made  bags  of  over  301b.  Mr.  W. 
Vaughan  has  taken  a  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.  while  fishing 
for  bait,  and  G.  Arlett  while  at  the  same  game  caught 
a  nice  ayuaine  (or  blue  roach),  which  I  believe  is  a 
rare  fish  for  the  Thames  ;  the  specimen  is  being  pre- 
served. OnMarch  2,  apatronof  the''General"tookl21b. 
of  roach.  Mr.  J.  F.  Surnnerton  fishing  with  G.  Arlett 
took  161b.  of  good  roach,  a  patron  of  G.  Vaughan  251b. 
of  roach,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  B.  Young, 
took  nearly  271b.  of  these  fish.  Other  anglers  had 
bigs  ranging  from  101b.  to  151b.  on  this  date.  Oa 
March  5,  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took 
201b.  of  good  roach,  and  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing  the 
Lodden  with  W.  Vaughan,  took  four  jack,  best 
fish,  61b. ;  Mr.  F.  Crisp  has  turned  into  the  river 
2,500  roach,  chub,  and  carp  ;  the  fish  were  netted  from 
his  lake  at  Friar  Park.  Given  fine  weather  the  water 
should  be  in  good  condition  for  all  round  angling  by 
the  week  end,  and  there  seems  every  prospect  of  the 
season  closing  well. — Stanley  Mead. 

Aucholme  District. — The  weather  is  now  fine  and 
springlike,  with  thermometer  up  to  about  fifty  degrees 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  some  early  flies  are 
hatching  in  the  sunshine.  I  have  as  yet  heard  of  no 
trout  fishing,  but  the  best  flies  with  which  to  begin 
with  are  Winter  Brown,  Cow  Dung,  and  Small  Black. 
Becks  are  getting  low  again  as  the  downfall  for 
January  was  only  ■97in.  and  February  1-25.  Conditions 
are  in  every  way  favourable  for  the  closing  days  of 
coarse  fishing.  The  Hull  West  Beck  anglers  have  just 
added  200  very  fine  yearling  grayling  to  their  water  at 
Hutton  Oranswick. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor, 


Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  Time  of 
writing  we  are  having  lovely  weather,  sunny  and  mild. 
Pike  giving  grand  sport,  9  to  a  rod  a  day  ;  anglers  are 
Well  satisfied  ;  these  gentle  showers  we  have  had  have 
freshened  up  the  river  and  made  all  angling  good. 
With  the  present  condition  of  the  weather  and  colour 
of  the  water  a  splendid  finish  of  the  season  is 
anticipated.— John  0.  Geohge,  Bcche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— On  the  opening 
day  (March  1)  Mr.  Garrow  Green  creeled  half-a-dozen 
trout  at  Hood  Bridge,  and  threw  a  lot  back  into  the 
water  owing  to  their  being  under  the  7in.  limit 
Mr.  Thacker  had  a  basket  of  a  dozen  just  above 
Staverton  on  the  same  day,  whilst  another  gentleman 
caught  nine  white  fish  at  Staverton;  Mr.  E.  Distin 
had  a  dozen  and  a  half  on  Monday  (March  3),  and 
Mr.  Thacker  creeled  seven.  The  biggest  "  scoop,' 
however,  was  made  by  Mr.  Millman,  of  Buckfastleigh, 
on  Saturday  (March  1),  when  he  captured  between  six 
and  seven  dozen  on  the  Buckfastleigh  Urban  Council's 
property,  and  also  on  Mr.  Willcock's  land.  There 
were  several  other  rods  on  the  river  salmon  fishing, 
but  nothing  was  done  in  this  direction. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  snow-water  has 
passed  off,  and  the  river  is  now  (March  3)  at  the 
ordinary  level  and  in  good  fishing  order.  The  weather, 
too,  is  much  milder.  Grayling,  pike,  and  roach  should 
now  be  on  the  feed. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Though  rod  fishing  for  salmon 
nominally  began  on  Feb.  10,  the  river  was  not  in  order 
till  Feb.  24,  and  since  then  it  has  frequently  been  of 
little  use  owing  to  the  snow  melting  on  the  hills. 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Armathwaite  Castle,  has  killed  several 
good  fish,  the  heaviest  211b.  Mr.  Scott  had  two,  181b. 
and  71b.,  below  Syke  Foot;  Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  one, 
Mr.  Farrar,  two,  and  Mr.  Smith,  five,  in  the 
Low  House  water  ;  the  Corby  Castle  keeper,  two,  Major 
Hills,  one,  at  Corby  ;  Mr.  Lees,  one  at  Bransby  Rock. 
The  net  fisheries  have  done  badly  till  yesterday 
(March  6),  when  there  was  a  good  run.  The  open 
winter  led  the  fish  up  the  river  early,  before  netting 
an,  much  to  the  advantage  of  Warwick  Hall  and 
Armathwaite  Castle.  At  the  latter  place  there  was  a 
very  good  take  on  the  opening  day,  when  prices  ranged 
about  3s.  6d.  per  lb.— Silver  Geev. 

Exe  and  Barle. — March  1  was  a  typical  fly  fisher's 
day — water  in  good  order,  mild  air,  with  pleasant 
sun — so  that  trout  came  to  the  fly,  and  some  good 
catches  were  made  with  the  usual  opening  flies— Blue 
Upright  and  Half  Stone.  The  rivers  'are  low  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  rain  would  improve  sport. — Blue 
Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Referring  to  your 
article  of  Jan.  25  last  upon  fishing  in  Great  Western 
Canal  at  Tiverton  and  Burlescombe,  I  am  glad  to  say 
the  glowing  accounts  are  not  undeserved,  as  on  Feb.  28 
Mr.  Jackman,  of  the  Foresters'  Arms,  Exeter,  caught 
near  Sandford  in  this  canal  a  magnificent  female  pike, 
and  I  bave  seen  and  can  verify  as  the  weight 
being  241b.,  length  forty-two  inches,  and  width  round 
twenty  inches  ;  it  was  in  the  pink  of  condition  and  was 
caught  with  roach,  live  baiting,  after  a  rare  battle 
royal.  The  villagers  at  Sandford  heard  of  the  fine 
catch,  and  quite  an  excited  crowd  went  to  view  and 
admire  the  fish  and  captor.  Messrs.  Owen  and 
Ceilings  also  had  a  catch  of  seven  fish  a  few  days 
before,  but  they  were  small,  the  best  fish  going  about 
61b.  Mr.  Wyatt-Edgell  has  taken  a  nice  salmon  in 
the  Cowley  water,  and  some  few  trout  bave  also  been 
taken  in  the  Exe  and  tributaries. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 
The  close  time  is  close  upon  us,  and  owing  to  the 
quantity  of  melted  snow  and  rain  that  has  fallen  since 
he  frost  disappeared  drains  have  been  in  a  state  of 
flood,  and  anglers  have  had  little  opportunity  of 
pursuing  their  sport  with  pleasure.  The  water  has 
been  running  away  very  fast,  and  anglers  are  hoping 
for  another  good  time  before  the  end  comes.  There  is 
very  little  to  report  in  the  way  of  sport,  still  a  few 
small  takes  have  been  picked  up  in  favourable  places. 
Save  for  odd  captures  little  is  leported  amongst  pike. 
About  drain  ends  there  have  been  a  few  captures  of 
perch,  which  have  fallen  to  worms. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  thaw  which 
set  in  last  week  was  a  gradual  'one,  and  beino- 
accompanied  by  rain,  streams  such  as  the  Idle  and 
Ryton  have  been  well  filled  with  water  unfavourable 
for  fishing.  Very  little  sport  has  been  accomplished, 
and  even  down  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent 
sport  has  been  exceptionally  poor.  Some  few  have 
picked  up  roach  in  the  slacks  and  backwaters,  but  this 
last  weeJi  the  river  has  been  running  high  with  melted 
snow  from  Derbyshire :  indeed,  according  to  latest 
reports,  a  veto  has  been  put  on  sport  of  all  kinds. 
The  weather  is  now  very  fine,  and  possibly  this  week 
operations  may  be  resumed. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).— Since  my  last  report  we 
have  had  some  heavy  rains  and  the  river  is  now  a 
good  colour  and  favourable  for  all  sorts  of  angling. 
On  March  2  two  gentlemen  fishing  near  Holme  Mills 
got  some!  nice  fish,  largest  a  chub  of  41b.  In  the 
Sandy  district,  between  Girtford  Bridge  and  Blenheim 
Mill,  many  jack  have  been  ta'ten.     I  have  never 


known  them  so  well  on  the  feed.  Mr.  C.  Saunders,  of 
Sandy,  got  seven  one  afternoon,  largest  101b.,  and 
other  gentlemen  have  had  equally  good  sport.  Pros- 
pects good  for  this  week-end. — Kingfisher. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  — The  fishing 
season  began  on  Monday,  and  from  all  indications  1902 
promises  to  be  better  than  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
The  weather  is  as  warm  now  as  it  usually  is  about  the 
middle  of  April,  and  the  fish  are  in  good  condition. 
On  Monday  afternoon  Mr.  David  Pine  made  the  best 
basket  with  six  nice  fish,  and  on  Tuesday  he  again  made 
the  best  with  twenty  fish,  all  of  which  were  good. 
To-day  is  a  fisherman's  day,  and  some  good  baskets  will 
be  made,  which  I  shall  report  next  week. — Long  Dbift. 

Lea.— The  river  has  been  in  the  pink  of  condition 
all  through  the  week,  and  in  consequence  has  been 
visited  by  large  numbers  of  anglers.  They  have  princi- 
pally devoted  their  attention  to  the  roach,  and  in  some 
instances  have  been  rewarded  with  nice  catches 
ranging  up  to  121b.  Broxbourne,  Hoddesdon,  St. 
Margaret's,  and  Hertford  have  fished  best.  At 
the  last-named  station  one  rod  has  accounted  for 
between  801b.  and  401b.  of  roach  in  four  outings. 
Roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  have  been  creeled  at  Hoddesdon, 
and  some  choice  roach  have  been  taken  at  Broxbourne.' 
A  good  flow  of  water  has  been  coming  over  the  weir  here 
all  the  week.  Dace,  pike,  and  perch  have  been  .secured 
in  various  directions.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  closes  on 
March  14,  but  roach  may  be  taken  until  the  end  of 
the  present  month,  and  if  the  milder  weather  con- 
tinues I  anticipate  an  excellent  wind-up  among  those 
fish,  some  of  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  catching 
myself  this  week. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— During  this  last  week  the  roach 
here  have  been  feeding  well  and  most  of  the  anglers  out 
have  had  decent  sport,  the  average  bag  being  about  61b. 
The  water  is  now  again  in  fine  condition. — P.  W.  G. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  Suffolk). — The  river  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  fishing,  and  some  splendid  bags 
of  pike,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  taken.  A  record 
bag  of  pike  was  taken  here  on  March  2  by  Mr.  Burt, 
of  London.  He  caught  eighteen  pike,  the  largest  weigh- 
ing 181b.,  the  lot  weighing  801b. ;  all  were  handsome 
fish.  Some  very  good  bags  of  roach  were  taken  by 
several  London  anglers,  ranging  from  101b.  to  201b. ;  a 
local  angler  caught  ten  roach,  all  over  lib.,  besides 
several  others.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. 
Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  I.  Rolph,  Ram 
Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  and  grayling  streams  are  running  clear,  a 
nice  level,  and  are  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine,  with  bright 
sunshine,  which  has  brought  on  a  few  natural  flies, 
aid  the  trout  have  begun  to  rise  a  little  at  them. 
Angling  is  now  improving,  although  as  yet  not  many 
rods  have  been  out,  but  those  that  have  have  taken  a 
few  nice  fish  in  fair  condition ;  with  warm  weather  sport 
should  be  good  in  both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is  now 
running  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. — Gwynxi;. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear  and  in  good  order.  If  the  present  fine 
weather  holds,  it  will  bring  forward  the  natural  flies, 
and  by  the  commencement  of  the  coming  week  trout 
should  begin  to  rise  during  the  middle  of  tha  day,  say 
from  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and  will  be  found  for  the  most 
part  in  shallow  water  and  close  to  the  banks  or  sides. 
The  best  flies  shcnld  bs  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Dark  Willow,  0-ive  Dun,  and  Gpw  Dung  fly. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborough). — Present  circumstances  do 
not  show  a  very  bright  outlook  for  a  good  finish  to  the 
season,  as  the  water  in  the  river  has  risen  considerablv 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  is  12ft.  high  according 
to  the  gauge  at  Peterborough  Bridge.  With  a  con- 
tinuance of  fine  weather,  however,  the  water  may 
become  reduced,  and  assume  a  better  colour  by  the 
beginning  of  next  week,  so  that  om-  anglers  may  enjov 
another  turn  before  the  close  season  arrives. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  seaion 
on  the  Rolle  estate  water  and  other  preserved  porti  )ns 
of  the  river  opened  on  Saturday  (March  1).  The 
stream  was  full  and  slightly  coloured,  but  not  too 
much  so  for  the  fly  :  and  although  the  day 
was  cold,  but  fine  overhead,  a  good  many  anglers 
turned  out.  Throughout  the  day,  however,  there 
was  no  "  rise,"  and  a  few  chance  fish  only,  which 
took  the  sunk  fly,  were  basketed.  One  roj  fishing 
below  Tipton  Bridge  go^  six  which  averaged  7oz.  each, 
and  this  was  the  run  of  fish  taken  all  along  the  river 
on  that  day.  They  were  all  quite  up  to  the  standard 
of  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  March  4  was  the 
counterpart  of  the  opening  day  and  produced  as 
small  a  result.  At  time  of  reporting  (March  5)  the 
water  is  in  perfect  order. — Hebon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — As  the  season  draws  to 
a  close  we  have  (as  usual)  been  having  fine  sport  here 
among  all  kinds  of  fish.  Messrs.  Theak,  Johnson, 
Wheatley  and  Vauser  have  been  staying  here,  and  all 
been  very  busy,  getting  plenty  of  fish,  pike  up  to 
lO.Jlb.,  a  nice  lot  of  tench  up  to  3ilb.,best  perch  1  Jib., 
and  roach  ware  right  on,  Mr.  Wtieatly  getting  some 
real  beau*  ies,  many  of  them  scaling  131b.  each,  with  lob 
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worms.  The  river  now  is  in  splendid  condition,  it  is 
not  often  we  are  favoured  with  such  glorious  angling 
weather  at  the  final  of  the  season  as  w  e  have  now, 
and  anglers  should  make  the  most  of  their  short 
opportunity,  as  Friday,  March  14,  closes  us  here. — 

A.  SCAKD. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  above  us  in  Bedfordshire,  etc.,  the  river  here  is 
iu  a  state  of  flood,  and  too  discoloured  for  pike  fishing 
to  be  prosecuted  with  any  amount  of  success,  although 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  some  nice  conditioned 
pike,  from  101b.  to  121b.,  were  taken  in  the  St.  Ives 
and  Heningford  waters,  also  a  few  nice  roach,  Mr. 
Harry  Muir,  of  Newcastle,  having  some  grand  sport. 
Wheat  and  the  tail  end  of  a  lob  seem  to  be  the  most 
tempting  lure.  Mr.  M.  0.  Noble  had  eleven  nice  chub 
on  Thursday  (Feb.  27). — E.  Collins02^. 

  (St.  Neots). — There  is  now  plenty  of  colour 

in  the  water  and  a  nice  stream,  which  has  been  wanted 
for  some  months.  Only  small  jack  have  been  taken 
lately.— W.  N. 

— —  (Sussex.) — A  party  of  six  anglers  went  to 
Lewes  on  March  2  and  fished  in  the  tidal  waters,  but 
only  caught  a  few  flounders.  Some  good  takes  of  grey 
mullet  have  been  made  by  net,  etc. — H. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  here,  at  present,  is  all  that 
could  be  wished  for  so  early  in  the  season,  and  as  the 
snow  has  altogether  disappeared  from  the  Welsh 
mountains,  these  rivers  are  now  in  very  fine  condition 
for  the  fly,  and  if  the  present  favourable  state  of  affairs 
will  but  continue  the  prospects  for  trout  fishing  will 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  As  the  close  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  is  so  near  at  hand  anglers  are  now 
doing  their  best  to  make  up  the  time  lost  owing  to 
unfavourable  weather,  and  the  pike,  chub,  and  other 
fish  of  the  class  recently  captured  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  still  in  good  condition,  and  the  local  anglers  all 
agree  in  stating  that  the  trout  taken  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season  are  also  in  very  good  condi- 
tion, but  very  shy,  especially  in  the  Vyrnwy. — 
Vyenwy. 

Stour  (Bur as,  Suffolk). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
colour  for  the  finish  of  the  season  and  fish  are  feeding 
fairly  well.  Several  pike  up  to  Gib.  each  have  been 
captured,  and  some  good  bags  of  roach,  including  fish 
up  to  lib.  8oz.  Some  good  sport  should  be  had  up  to 
end  of  season. — W.  T.  ]3ainbeidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal.  —  The 
upper  portions  of  the  rivers  have  been  clouded  but  are 
fining  down.  The  weather  has  been  favourable,  and 
several  anglers  have  patronised  the  Ouse  with  but  poor 
reward.  A  few  small  roach  have  been  taken  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills,  but  at  Lewes,  with  tides  favourable,  fish 
have  been  quite  off.  The  record  from  the  Adur  is  a 
poor  one.  Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  a  few  pike 
from  the  lower  water,  and  the  veteran  angler,  Joe 
Summers,  a  few  days  since  captured  a  nice  basket  of 
perch  —  some  few  fish  up  to  21b.  —  George  F. 
Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishing  cannot  be  called  first 
class,  ju3t  an  hour  or  two  in  the  middle  of  the  day  is 
the  only  time.  I  have  heard  of  some  takes,  but  the 
east  winds  are  so  cold  and  the  waters  low  and  clear  that 
old  hands  will  not  venture  out.  Eggesford,  the  Taw, 
the  Mole  and  Yeo  have  been  fished,  but  no  good  sport 
until  more  rain. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  clear  and  a  nice 
level  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  turned  fine  with  bright  sunshiny  days,  and  mild 
and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out  with  either  fly  or 
bottom  baits.  The  fish  this  week  have  been  inclined 
to  move  better,  and  trout  have  been  rising  from 
10  a.m.  to  4  o'clock.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk  as 
yet,  the  water  being  rather  too  thick  up  to  Monday, 
but  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  since 
Tuesday  and  used  February  Bed,  Blue  Duns,  and 
Palmers.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  worm, 
and  nice  trout  takeru  On  Tuesday  some  fair-sized 
trout  were  taken  under  Whitcliffe  with  February  Red. 
With  worm  in  the  deep  water  two  brace  of  trout  were 
taken  ;  the  fish  were  in  fair  condition.  The  prospects 
for  sport  in  this  part  are  now  good,  and  with  a  few 
more  fine  days  there  will  be  more  natural  flies  out, 
and  fishing  will  then  be  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  running  clear,  and  a  nice  level 
and  in  fishing  order.  Sport  had  in  the  Corve  with 
worm,  the  others  quiet  yet. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared  quickly,  and  all  the  snow  has 
run  out  of  it,  and  it  is  a  nice  level  and  in  capital  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  now 
taken  a  turn  for  the  better,  and  instead  of  cold  frosts 
we  get  bright  sunshiny  days  which  has  made  the  trout 
begin  to  rise  a  little,  and  have  been  taking  the  fly. 
Angling  has  not  been  very  brisk  as  yet,  the  water 
having  only  ju=^  got  into  order,  but  the  prospects  for 
sport  are  good  in  thii  part,  and  some  good  dishes  of 
trout  v^ill  be  1  aken  before  the  week  is  out.  The  Bea, 
K>)o,  and  Lecwyche  are  in  order.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).  —Though  there  has  been  a  shade 
too  much  water  in  the  Trent,  bottom  fishermen,  by 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


fishing  the  slacks,  have  met  with  sport  near  the  town, 
worms  in  all  cases  being  the  successful  bait.  On  Friday, 
Feb.  28,  Mr.  R.  Chilton  had  some  nice  roach,  best 
lib.  Goz.  4  shots,  and  the  following  day  Mr.  W.  Wilson 
showed  three  fine  specimens,  heaviest  lib.  7oz.  7  shots, 
and  others  over  lib.  have  been  trayed  by  members  of  the 
Piscatorial  Association.  On  Monday  (March  3)  Mr. 
H.  Collam  bagged  eight  bream,  weighing  1Mb.  7oz., 
best  31b.  loz.,  and  chub  and  dace  were  also  on  view. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet,  only  small  fish,  up  to 
41b.  weight,  taken.  Trent  now  running  in  splendid 
order,  and  the  closing  week  should  yield  good  results. 
— Trektsider. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Pishing  commenced 
here  on  March  2,  but  very  few  anglers  are  seen  out. 
I  hear  Mr.  Powlette  took  a  small  basket  of  trout  on 
Monday  (March  8).  The  snow  has  disappeared  from 
the  mountains,  and  the  water  should  soon  be  in  good 
order. — J.  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — The 
trout  season  commenced  here  on  March  2.  The  rivers 
are  in  very  good  order  for  fly  fishing  just  now ;  the 
trout  rise  to  the  fly  best  between  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m. ; 
best  killing  fly  just  now  is  a  small  Dark  Blue.  With 
fine  weather  during  the  next  few  weeks  sport  ought  to 
be  good.  The  Association  tickets  this  season  are — for 
the  season,  £2  ;  week,  lOs. ;  day,  5s. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Stamford). — It  being  in  contemplation 
to  stock  the  river  with  bream,  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien 
has  announced  that  he  will  shortly  net  his  pond,  and 
expressed  his  willingness  to  grant  a  supply  for  that 
purpose.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  otters  in  the 
river,  it  has  been  suggested  as  to  whether  it  is  not 
advisable  to  revert  to  the  reward  of  "  blood  money  " 
for  the  killing  of  these  pests. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  melted  snow  in  the  waters,  and  the  heavy  flow, 
has  rendered  sport  on  the  Witham  of  a  very  doubtful 
character.  Very  little  has  been  done  really  in  the 
main  water,  but  a  little  has  been  done  on  the  Delph, 
the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  other  by- waters.  A  few  good  roach 
were  landed  from  the  Delph,  near  Stixwold  Station, 
which  scaled  lib.  each,  and  odd  ones  were  got  from  the 
river  near  to  Bardney.  Very  little  has  been  done 
among  pike  on  the  river  since  the  time  the  thaw  set 
in.  As  we  write  waters  are  on  the  improve,  and  such 
as  the  Sincil  Dyke,  the  Timberland  Drain,  the  Sleaford 
Canal,  Fletcher's  Drain,  and  the  Delph  may  prove 
worth  a  trial  at  this  season,  when  the  water  is  high 
and  the  fish  are  making  for  their  spawning  grounds. 
The  weather  appears  so  favourable  that  better  things 
may  be  expected  before  March  16. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Berwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — We  have  been  favoured  with  gloriously 
fine  weather  all  the  week,  and  with  our  rivers  perfectly 
free  from  snow-broth  bottom  fishermen,  who  very 
soon  now  have  to  lay  aside  their  rods  until  June  IG, 
are  making  the  most  of  their  opportunity.  Pike  have 
been  well  on  the  move  in  the  Yore,  and  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  ridding  the  upper  waters  of  several  fine 
fish,  heavy  with  spawn,  of  course,  but  in  grand  trim  for 
all  that.  I  find  the  fish  in  pairs,  and  the  best  place  to 
find  them  is  at  the  drain  mouths.  The  brilliant 
sunshine  and  a  rise  in  the  temperature  has  hatched  a 
good  few  files  out,  and  a  brace  or  two  of  grayling  have 
been  caught  with  the  early  Brown  Waterhen,  Bloa, 
and  Dark  Needle.  These  flies,  with  the  Spring  Black 
Bradshaws,  Winter  Brown,  Blue  Hawk,  Snipe,  and 
Purple  are  as  good  a  selection  as  the  angler  could 
possibly  make  for  the  opening  of  the  season  on  any 
river  in  the  kingdom.  A  few  rods  have  been  seen 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wharfe  from  Ilkley  down  to 
Harewood,  but  only  moderate  returns  of  sport  are  to 
hand ;  the  pike  and  perch  fishermen  have  done 
better  at  Collingham  and  Wetherby,  and  a  few  fish 
have  been  caught  at  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulle- 
skelf.  I  hear  Mr.  J.  Grassham  has  caught  a  few 
nice  perch,  one  of  IJlb.,  at  Newton  Kyme.  The  Ouse 
is  now  in  better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time  and  fair  sport  is  reported  in  the  York  district.  The 
North  Tavern  (Leeds)  and  other  clubs  have  fished  "  off  " 
matches  during  the  week.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  held  their  monthly  meeting  on  Feb.  27. 
Three  new  clubs  joined  the  Society,  the  latest  being 
"  The  King's  Coronation  Angling  Society,"  head- 
quarters the  King's  Arms,  Meanwood-road.  This  club 
was  inaugurated  last  week  under  very  promising  con- 
ditions, and  numbers  already  over  forty  members. — 
J.  B.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


Trodt  flies  for  coining  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  la.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2b.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4.1.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Beat  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.  Telegrams:  "Fiacator,  Leeds." 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Anglers  have  com- 
menced operations  in  the  Border  Esk  under  somewhat 
favourable  circumstances,  especially  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  recent  severe  frosty  weather.  After  the 
opening  of  the  season  nothing  could  be  done  for  close 
on  a  fortnight,  owing  to  the  ice,  and  the  floods  which 
followed  the  breaking  up,  fly  fishing  being  only  allowed 
until  May  1,  when  bait  fishing  begins.  "The  tributaries 
of  the  rivers  will  be  open  for  bait  fishing  on  June  1. 
During  the  past  few  days  the  river  has  been  in  fairly 
good  order  for  angling,  and  four  clean  salmon  have 
been  landed  in  the  Association  waters  and  an  equal 
number  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water.  It  may  be 
well  to  remind  intending  visitors  to  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  that  tickets  are  being  issued  at  the  same  prices 
and  under  the  same  rules  as  last  year.  The  weather 
is  now  assuming  a  spring-like  complexion,  and  the 
prospects  of  successful  angling  are  fairly  good. — Gil- 
nockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  practically  no- 
thing has  been  done  by  anglers  on  this  river,  the 
water  is  now  in  fair  condition  and  the  weather  greatly 
improved,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  improved 
sport.  Huntly  Lodge  and  fishings  have  been  let  for 
the  coming  season  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cunard,  London, 
one  of  the  Cunard  Line  firm.  Since  the  advent  of 
more  favourable  weather,  and  the  disappearance  of 
ice  from  the  river,  fish  are  beginning  to  ascend.  Con- 
sequently, the  net  fishermen  are  meeting  with  better 
results.  On  Saturday  last  they  netted  half-a-dozen 
salmon,  and  this  week  they  have  killed  a  few  salmon 
and  trout  daily.  The  salmon  average  about  91b.  and 
trout  lib. ;  quality  fairly  good.  Up  to  date  the 
number  of  fish  caught  in  the  river  is  a  little  over  that 
of  the  corresponding  date  last  season.  On  the  coast, 
however,  the  fishing  is  very  backward.  At  all  the 
stations  the  yield  is  far  short  of  former  years.  Reports 
of  a  similar  nature  are  received  from  the  net  fishings 
at  Gardenstown  and  other  stations  in  this  district  of 
the  coast. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale. — Thus  far  the  season  has  been  a  disap- 
pointing one.  The  river  was  frozen  up  till  Feb.  19,  on 
which  day  the  ice  broke  up.  On  the  20th  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  killed  a  fish  of  91b.  on  No.  1.  On  the  21st 
he  had  four  on  the  same  beat  weighing  lOlb.,  9Jlb., 
91b.,  and  81b.  On  the  22nd  he  killed  one  of  91b.  on 
No.  C,  and  Mr.  Pilkingfcon  had  two  of  12^1b.  and  91b. 
on  No.  3.  There  was  a  heavy  spate  on  23rd  and  24th. 
On  25th  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  killed  a  fish  of  91b.  on 
No.  3,  and  Mr.  Pilkington  one  of  91b.  on  No.  1.  On 
26th  Mr.  Pilkington  had  three  on  No.  1,  and  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  one  of  14Jlb.  on  No.  3.  A  heavy 
easterly  gale  began  on  the  27th  with  bitter  cold,  and 
the  only  fish  reported  before  the  end  of  that  week 
were  two  by  Mr.  Pilkington  of  241b.  and  91b. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  26,  Mr.  Tilston 
killed  two  salmon  weighing  171b.  and  81b.  On  Feb.  27 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  two  salmon  weighing 
201b.  and  lOlb.,  and  on  March  3  one  of  231b.— S, 
Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.)— On  Feb.  26,  on  the 
hotel  water,  Mrs.  E.  Midwood  landed  a  salmon,  191b. 
On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  G.  Norris  Midwood,  one,  111b.  On 
Feb.  28,  Mr.  G.  Norris  Midwood,  three,  221b..  201b., 
131b.;  Mr.  Rankin,  two,  281b.  and  171b.;  Mr.  J. 
Howarth,  one,  141b.  On  March  1,  Mr.  Sole,  one, 
231b. ;  Mr.  G.  Norris  Midwood,  two,  241b.  and  161b. ; 
Mrs.  E.  Midwood,  one,  271b. ;  Mr.  Rankin,  one,  161b. ; 
Mr.  C.  D.  Rankin,  three,  181b.  211b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  T. 
Jones,  two,  181b.  and  161b.  On  March  3,  Mr.  G.  D. 
Rankin,  two,  171b.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  Rankin,  one,  151b. ; 
Mr.  T.  Jones,  one,  IGlb.— H.  J.  Msisey. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland. — With  the  advent  of 
more  genial  weather  the  rivers  are  getting  into 
splendid  trim,  fish  plentiful,  and  sport  daily  on  the 
increase.  On  the  Dee  salmon  are  being  creeled  right 
up  into  the  Balmoral  waters,  some  fifty  miles  from  the 
sea.  Last  week  Mr.  Grant,  keeper  to  His  Majesty  the 
King,  creeled  three  fine  fish,  which  we  duly  despatched 
south  for  the  royal  breakfast  table.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  is  expected  shortly  in  these  parts  and  is  sure  of 
good  sport.  On  the  Ballater  waters  Messrs.  Griffiths, 
P.  Bristowe,  and  another  rod  are  having  three  or  four 
fish  daily.  On  the  Monaltrie  water,  Sturton,  keeper, 
creeled  one  of  8Jlb.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr. 
Smith  had  six  fish  for  the  week,  scaling  up  to  211b. ; 
while  Mr.  Dixon  had  one  or  two  fish  of  81b.  and  91b. 
Mr.  Muggerage  and  another  rod  commenced  a  month's 
fishing  on  Monday  and  have  been  doing  fairly  well. 
The  chances  here  are  improving  daily.  On  the  Forest 
of  Birse  waters,  Mr.  Burge  had  two  fish  scaling  81b, 
and  111b  ,  and  three  others  of  similar  weights ;  while 
Viscount  Ridley,  on  Aboyne  Castle  reaches,  had 
"first  blood"  in  a  beauty  of  lOlb.  on  Tuesday 
after  the  ice  broke  up,  and  several  since  then.  On 
the  Fasnadaroch  water  Captain  P.  Tillard,  R.N., 
is  having  very  good  sport,  having  landed  several  fish 
last  week  and  three  on  Monday,  the  heaviest  scaling 
171b.  On  the  Kincardine  section  sport  is  simply 
grand.  Seventy-three  fish  fell  to  some  half-a-dozen 
rods  last  week.  Of  these  Lord  Garrioch  had  twenty 
fish  on  Borrowstone,  scaling  from  61b.  to  181b., 
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L  and  Hon.  W.  Brooks  two  on  the  same  water,  of 
k71b.  and  91b.  On  Ballogie  Messrs.  King  and 
pHare  creeled  twenty  fish  from  61b.  to  121b. ;  while 
Mr.  Deverell,  on  Kincardine  beat,  had  eleven 
ranging  from  61b.  to  151b.  On  Dess  waters  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Crawshay  had  twelve  fish  scaling  from  61b.  to 
151b.,  and  Mr.  N.  Fould,  eight  fish,  ranging  from  71b. 
to  151b.  The  prospects  of  continuous  good  sport  are 
of  the  best.  On  the  Commonty,  Sluie,  Woodend,  and 
Durris  waters  similar  results  are  being  got.  On  Park 
water  Mr.  Balloch  had  eleven  to  his  own  rod,  and  Mr. 
Johnston,  Cults,  three  on  the  Culter  section.  On  the 
Don  trout  anglers  are  making  fair  baskets.  The  Ugie 
and  Ythan_  are  beginning  to  yield  better,  and  every- 
thing promises  a  successful  season  all  round  now  that 
a  general  start  has  been  made. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  were  in  flood  on 
Tuesday,  March  4,  but  on  Wednesday  they  were  in 
the  best  of  ply.  In  the  Annan  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's  fisherman  killed  a  clean  run  spring 
salmon  in  the  salmon  pool  of  Mount  Annan  water.  It 
weighed  51b.,  and  was  taken  in  discoloured  water  with 
spoon  bait.  In  the  different  waters  of  the  Annan  a 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  nothing  but  kelt 
salmon  have  been  hooked.  There  was  a  run  of  spring 
fish  to-day,  and  several  were  noticed  going  up  the  salmon 
pass  at  Annan  bridge.  Sport  has  been  of  no  account 
on  the  rivers  of  Galloway  and  Ayrshire.  The  weather 
and  waters  have  not  been  suitable  for  sport  this  week. 
An  angler  landed  a  salmon  on  Monday  in  the  Lower 
Annan,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  a  kelt,  and  was  put 
back.  Another  rod  landed  three  kelts  the  other  day. 
In  the  Solway  a  few  spring  salmon  were  caught  to-day 
(Wednesday)  in  the  poke  nets  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Annan. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  water  is  now  in  a  condi- 
tion to  permit  of  good  sport,  but  little  seems  to  be 
doing.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Cook,  Ton- 
bridge,  lessee  of  the  spring  fishings,  killed,  on  Feb.  26, 
a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  on  Thursday  one  of  151b.  Good 
baskets  of  finnock  are  being  got  on  the  Aberlour  water 
by  amateurs.  The  other  day  in  the  Knockando  reach 
of  the  Spey,  John  Shand,  keeper,  trapped  a  dog  otter 
weighing  2ilb. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  very  mild  and  most  favourable  for  angling. 
There  is  a  good  volume  of  water  in  the  river,  and  it  is 
at  present  in  fine  order.  Fish  are  reported  plentiful, 
and  one  experienced  angler  states  that  he  has  seen 
more  salmon  in  the  river  during  the  past  week  or  two 
than  for  the  fame  period  in  any  previous  year. 
Fishing  on  Stanley  watir  during  the  past  week  Mr. 
J.  H.  Douglas  had  on  Feb.  26  one  salmon  of  181b.  ;  on 
Feb.  27  one  of  81b.  ;  on  Feb.  28  nine  salmon  of  171b., 
201b.,  191b.,  161b.,  161b.,  201b.,  161b.,  221b.,  and  241b.  ; 
and  on  March  3  one  salmon  of  221b.  Lieutenant 
A.  H.  Holford,  fishing  on  Murthly  water,  killed 
nine  salmon  in  four  days.  Col.  Phillpotts,  fishing 
Burnmouth  water  on  Feb.  26,  killed  one  fish 
of  81b.  Later.  —  The  boatmen  fishing  Battleby 
water  during  the  past  week  killed,  on  Lower  Beat,  on 
Feb.  27,  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  91b. ;  on  Feb.  28, 
Upper  Beat,  one  of  271b. ;  on  March  1,  Lower  Beat, 
one  of  9Jlb. ;  on  March  3,  from  Upper  Beat,  two  of 
17^1b.  and  ISJlb.  respectively.  On  Dalguise  Water,  on 
March  5,  Mr.  Urmiston  killed  two  salmon  171b.  each. 
— Perth. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  river  has  been  frequently  disturbed  by  slight 
floods  during  the  past  week,  and  salmon  angling 
operations  have  been  interrupted  with  a  good  rise  of 
about  three  feet  last  week  end.  Close  time  fish  had 
a  good  chance  of  ascending  the  rivers  while  the  nets 
were  ofi,  but  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  captures 
being  made,  the  water  being  still  full  and  discoloured. 
Mr.  Marris,  junr.,  had  a  good  day's  sport  at  Hender- 
syde  on  Thursday  (Feb.  27).  He  landed  fourteen  fish  in 
all,  including  six  clean  salmon— namely,  one  of  321b. 
(the  largest  clean  salmon  caught  in  the  Tweed  for 
years),  221b.,  14^1b.,  91b.,  61b.,  and  51b.,  the  re- 
mainder being  kelts  and  bull-trout.  Mr.  Marris,  sen,, 
has  had  some  good  sport  at  intervals  since  Friday. 
Bait  fishers  are  now  busy  among  the  trout,  and  are 
getting  good  baskets,  but  the  fish  are  not  yet  in  good 
condition. — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— On  Saturday 
(March  1)  the  waters  leased  by  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  opened,  but  up  to  date  nothing  has  been 
done.  On  Saturday,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  secretary,  3000  eyed  ova, 
guaranteed  to  come  to  life  in  fourteen  days,  were 
planted  in  one  of  the  feeders  of  the  lakes.— J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  much 
milder,  and  trouting  has  fairly  started.  Monday  and 
Tuesday  were  ideal  troutinj  days.  On  the  Crumlen, 
Mr.  Samuel  Faulkner  had  twenty-nine  Jib.  to  Jib', 
trout,  all  on  Hare's  Ear.  On  Tuesday  your  corre- 
spondent killed  nine  trout  on  Clady  on  Hare's  Ear, 
Wickham,  and  small  Alexandra.  Oa  Woodburn 
Dams  several  anglers  were  out  on  Saturday  last.  Mr. 
Charles  Kennett  killed  half-a-dozen  fish,  including  a 
brow-n  trout,  2ilb.,  and  a  lib.  rainbow.  At  time  of 
writing  all  the  local  streams  are  in  good  order. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— This  river  has  been  too 
high  for  successful  fishing  for  the  past  week,  but  is 
now  settling  down  to  good  fishing  order,  and  sport 
should  improve  during  the  coming  week.  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  fisherman  to  Colonel  Simpson,  landed  a 
magnificent  fish  of  45ilb.  at  Ballyduff.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  river 
was  in  good  fishing  order  towards  the  end  of  the  past 
week.  Mr.  Arthur  Ram  landed  a  fresh-run  salmon  of 
12lb.  on  Feb.  28,  and  T.  Gilroy  landed  two  clean 
salmon  of  9lb.  and  81b.  on  Feb.  27  and  Feb.  28,  and 
W.  Despard  landed  another  salmon  of  91b.  At  time 
of  writing  the  river  continues  in  fine  fishing  ply.  On 
Lough  Melvin  an  angler  tried  for  a  salmon  on  March  3, 
and  was  lucky  in  landing  a  nice  fresh-run  salmon  of 
101b.  Salmon  are  at  present  passing  through  (Bun- 
drowes River)  to  Lough  Melvin  in  goodly  numbers, 
and  fishing  on  the  lake  will  be  in  full  swing  in  a  few 
days. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

County  Down  Rivers. — All  the  county  Down 
rivers  opened  last  Saturday,  when  they  were  mostly 
rather  high.  The  Crossgar  fished  well.  On  the 
opening  day  Mr.  William  T.  Braithwaite  killed  several 
fish  up  to  21b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Caffrey  had  several  Jib. 
fish ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Stewart  had  seven,  heaviest  l\Vo. ;  and 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  J.  J.  Loughead  and  Mr.  James 
Murray  had  ten  and  nine  fish  respectively. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  season  opened  on 
Saturday  last.  Both  the  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater 
were  high  in  flood,  and  only  bait  fishing  was  per- 
missible, and  not  much  of  that  was  done  either.  The 
rivers  will  be  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing  by  the  end 
of  the  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Matters  have  been  very  dull  on 
all  the  Kerry  rivers  where  anglers  have  been  out, 
though  an  all-round  improvement  appears  to  be  setting 
in.  Salmon  are  not  arriving — as  far  as  can  be  judged 
— in  good  numbers  in  any  water  just  now.  Weather 
rather  wild  and  unsettled. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes. — Sport  continues  backward  on 
those  waters,  owing  principally  to  their  high  and  dis- 
turbed state.  When  they  get  into  proper  order  good 
sport  should  be  had  both  at  salmon  and  trout.  Rain 
apparently  near  at  hand  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Fishing  has  shown  a 
marked  improvement  during  the  past  week.  The 
river  is  now  in  excellent  order,  and  a  fair  number  of 
fish  have  passed  over  the  weirs  within  the  past  few 
days  on  Warrens  Court.  J.  A.  Jameson,  two,  111b., 
131b.,  on  Oak  Grove;  S.  Jevers,  two,  191b.,  221b.,  on 
Nettleville;  R.  Nettles,  one,  lOlb.,  on  Lee  Mount; 
Mr.  Lindsay,  one,  131b.,  on  Nadrid ;  M.  Lyons,  one, 
51b.,  on  Clashaneur;  Major  Adamson,  one,  101b.,  on 
Castleinch  ;  J.  Sullivan,  one,  14lb.,  and  J.  P.  Hawkes, 
one,  101b.,  on  Ardrum ;  General  Fitzgerald,  one,  61b., 
on  the  Powdermill  Weir  stream  ;  R.  Dunscombe,  two, 
81b.,  101b.;  and  Samuel  Haynes,  one,  9lb.  —  W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  favourable  enough  on  most 
days,  but  the  lake  is  far  too  high  for  successful 
angling,  and  only  one  silmon  was  had,  namely,  one 
of  about  111b.,  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup.  It  will  be  some 
days  before  the  water  gets  into  good  order,  and  no 
sport  worth  mentioning  can  be  expected  until  then. 
Salmon  do  not  appear  to  be  coming  up  in  anything 
approaching  even  fair  shoals  at  present,  as  the  weir 
on  the  river  is  doing  but  very  little,  though  it  is  down 
for  four  days  in  the  week. — 'T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  unsettled  and  river  out  of 
order.  Dr.  Little,  on  March  2,  had  a  salmon  of  121b. 
on  Lough  Conn ;  first  blood  ;  the  fish  was  Iiooked  close 
to  Longford  Island.  He  also  had  some  nice  trout. 
Some  nice  spring  trout  were  got  on  lower  part  of  the 
Moy  and  Bunree.  Mr.  Mike  Kane  had  a  jack  of  151b. 
on  the  lough.  The  fly  the  salmon  was  taken  by  was 
the  King. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Howl- 
ing winds  and  heavy  floods  for  four  consecutive  days 
have  materially  interfered  with  sport  this  week ; 
indeed,  only  one  springer — a  23-pounder — was  landed 
by  Mr.  Vinter's  fishermen  on  his  extensive  preserves. 


To-day  (Wednesday,  March  5)  is,  however,  a  charming 
day.  The  river  is  quite  beautiful  in  the  bright  sun- 
shme,  songs  of  rippling  melody  are  issuing  from  the 
woods  that  fringe  the  shore,  the  sweet  snowdrop  and 
yellow  crocus  peep  out  from  the  hedgerows— all  which 
make  one  feel  idyllically  happy.— S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— We  have  had  some 
heavy  ram  during  the  week,  and  the  river  has,  in  con- 
sequence, gone  up  again  to  pretty  high  level ;  it  ia  now 
fining  down  again.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen 
killed  two  salmon  weighing  311b.  and  141b.— Jojin 
Enhk^ht  and  Son. 

Upper  Bann  (Banbridge).— The  Upper  Bann 
opened  on  March  1  with  the  river  bank  full  and  dis- 
coloured. On  the  opening  and  following  days  bait 
fishers  did  well,  the  heaviest  recorded  fish  being  one  of 
31b.  The  river  is  now  in  good  order.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  there  is  a  fair  head  of  fish  in  the  reaches 
above  Banbridge. — J.  A.  B. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux  (March  1).— Fishing  in  the  Stockalper 
water  commenced  to-day,  and  being  the  best  within 
reach  I  got  out  a  rod  and  went  to  inspect.  The 
morning  was  doubtful  though  calm,  misty  sun  gleams 
perva,ding  the  landscape  of  snow-clad  mountains,  but 
not  till  twelve  o'clock  did  a  hard,  cold  breeze  come 
from  the  north,  followed  by  showers,  gradually 
settling  into  fine,  steady  rain.  I  found  a  good  rise  of 
Olive  Duns  on,  and  the  trout  most  lively,  but  the 
water  was  so  clear  one  could  not  get  within  range 
from  the  high  sloping  banks,  quite  devoid  of  cover. 
Nevertheless,  I  had  pleasant  interviews  with  from 
eight  to  a  dozen  fish,  one  sturdy  golden  fellow  breaking 
hold,  and  another  as  good  making  three  bad  shots  at 
the  fly.  All  the  country  traversed  is  still  in  the  grip 
of  winter — few  buds,  no  young  grass,  no  signs  of  spring, 
and  great  stones  noisily  descending  cliff,  talus,  and 
undercliff  till  shattered  into  fragments.  At  length, 
the  rain  streaming  down  the  rod  damped  one's  ardour, 
and  prompted  retreat  to  the  shelter  of  a  roadside  cafe 
till  the  homeward  diligence  came  by,  and  so  back  to 
Villeneuve  and  Veytaux. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — -\bout  half-a- 
score  of  visiting  anglers  came  down  on  March  2,  but 
the  sport  was  very  poor,  only  a  few  very  small  codling 
being  taken.  The  water  might  have  been  in  better 
condition,  it  being  too  thick  for  rod  and  line  fishing ; 
and  making  matters  worse,  between  1  p.m.  and  2  p.m. 
there  was  a  very  heavy  downpour  of  rain  and  hail. 
There  ought  to  be  some  good  takes  of  codling  this 
month,  as  there  are  some  herrings  in  the  river, 
and  the  codling  usually  follow  them.  I  remember 
that  in  the  month  of  March,  1897,  we  had  grand 
sport,  and  we  usually  caught  two  to  three  score 
good  codling  in  about  two  hours'  fishing.  And  a 
pleasing  sight  it  was  to  see  the  local  fishermen  (we 
had  very  few  visiting  anglers  here  then)  coming  in 
after  a  few  hours'  fishing  in  the  evening,  and  having 
as  many  good  fish  as  they  could  well  carry.  Should 
the  codling  come  into  the  river  this  month  I  will 
notify  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  once. — 
J.  Wright. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).— We  are  having  fine  spring- 
like weather,  but  as  yet  fish  are  very  scarce  and 
catches  small  (March  2). — H. 

Plymouth. — The  glorious  March  1  opened  well,  and 
several  fishermen  were  on  the  river  early.  The 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  a  mild  day 
and  a  southerly  wind.  The  rivers  were  in  fairly  good 
order,  but  a  little  more  water  would  have  been  thank- 
fully received.  The  fish  did  not  rise  as  well  as  usual 
on  the  first  day  of  the  season,  but  nevertheless  some 
good  baskets  were  taken.  There  were  several  rods  on 
the  Tavy  and  Walkham,  but  the  majority  found  that 
the  fish  took  the  flies  under  water,  therefore  the  rise 
could  not  be  seen  so  quickly,  and  several  were  missed 
in  this  way.  The  condition  of  the  fish  on  the  whole 
Was  not  as  good  as  expected,  considering  the  mildness 
of  the  season ;  several  fish  were  put  back  as  below  the 
regulation  size.  All  the  rivers  had  their  fair  share  of 
rods  on  them.  A  fine  salmon  was  taken  in  the  Meavy ; 
it  was  weighed  by  me  about  four  hours  after  it  was 
taken  from  the  water,  and  turned  the  scale  at  llflb. ; 
it  was  a  good  proportioned  fish,  and  measured  18  inches' 
in  the  girth,  its  length  being  33J  inches.  It  was  a  cock 
fish.  (Jn  the  Dart,  also,  some  good  baskets  were  taken, 
and  the  fish  were  in  better  condition.  I  hear  of  two  or 
three  very  good  sized  ones  amongst  the  numerous 
haskets.  There  is  a  slight  alteration  in  the  price  o£ 
licences  and  tickets  this  year.  There  is  no  free  fishing 
now  on  private  waters  as  before — a  trout  season  licence 
is  necessary,  this  costs  2s.  6d.  the  season,  so  that  your 
first  day  costs  you  3s.  6d.  including  the  day  card.  The 
salmon  licence  this  year  is  10s.  instead  of  7s.  Gd.  as- 
last  year,  and  the  licence  for  salmon,  which  also' 
includes  trout,  for  the  whole  season,  and  also  cards- 
for  all  waters  is  2s.  6d.,  instead  of  £1  £ks  last  year. 
If  you  desire  to  fish  only  for  one  day,  you  can  get  a- 
day  ticket  for  Is.,  and  a  day  trout  licence  for  Is., 
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making  2s.  for  one  day ;  the  other  conditions  are  the 
same.  I  have  the  tickets  for  all  the  rivers  in  the 
neighbourhood  sent  me  for  distribution,  and  also  the 
Duchy  trespass  cards  for  the  Dart  district.— William 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate.— Very  little  worth  reporting  this  week. 
Water  smooth,  but  dense  fog.  Wednesday  night  a 
little  clearer,  with  a  promise  of  better  things.  Wind 
E. — Grey  Mullett.  ' 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Salmon  and 
trout  fishing  commenced  on  the  Teifi,  March  1.  Two 
salmon  have  been  caught  during  the  past  few  days, 
and  several  baskets  of  trout  taken,  all  in  splendid 
condition.  At  time  of  writing  (March  3)  the  river  is 
m  good  fishing  order  and  plenty  of  water.— H. 

Weymoutli.- Some  good  catches  of  bass  have  been 
made  during  the  past  week  in  the  harbour,  princi- 
pally at  night.  Mullet  have  made  their  appearance 
in  the  harbour,  but  the  fish  seem  shy,  and  only  a  very 
few  have  been  taken.  The  weather  is  bright  and 
clear,  with  sunshine,  but  the  winds  are  cold,  blowing 
principally  from  E.  to  S.E.  I  don't  think  there  is 
likely  to  be  a  change  just  yet.— Sea  Beeam. 


Uttgling  ^fufurcs. 

March  9. 

Colebrook:  Outing  to  Henley. 
J unior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  Competition. 
March  10. 

Anglers'  Association:  Finance  and  General  Com- 
mittee. 

Friendship :  Smoking  Concert. 
March  11. 

Fly-Fishers :  Annual  dinner. 
March  12. 

B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  dinner. 

Highbury  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
March  15. 

Lychnobites  :  Concert. 


Mar.  18. — Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
„    23. — Anglers'   Benevolent   Society:    Lea  com- 
petition. 

,,    31. — Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Finance  and  general  committees  will  meet  on 
Monday  next,  March  10,  at  8  p.m.  and  8.45  p.m. 
respectively. — R.  G.  Woodbufp. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  Feb.  28  the  Committee  met  as  usual.  One 
grant  was  made  of  £5.  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Oglander, 
£2  10s.;  Stepney,  i3  lis.  The  Committee  will  meet 
on  Friday,  March  14.— S.  Malby. 

(FoUBTEENTH  COMPETITION.) 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  that  prizes  have 
been  ofiered  by  the  following  gentlemen  and 
societies :— Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  F.  A.  Gray,  J. 
Fitch,  C.  Watling,  G.  Norris,  F.  Newton,  P. 
Vanhegan,  C.  Ashmore,  J.  J.  Frei,  Gray  (Griffin, 
Clcrkenwell-road),  C.  J.  King,  Stevens  (St.  Mar- 
garet's), Wormall  (St.  Margaret's),  Levien,  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  Wheelhouse,  Brakes  (Bald  Faced  Stag), 
Hatton  (Cambridge-road),  Mrs.  Sowerbutts  (Com- 
mercial-street), B.  Abrahams,  W.  E.  Beaumont, 
and  Merrick ;  Lincoln,  Great  Northern,  United 
Brothers,  Amicable  Brothers,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
and  more  to  follow.— S.  Malby,  Hon,  Sec. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATIONiOF^LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head   Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday  evening  last.    The  president, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  officiated  as  chairman,  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore  in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by  a 
crowded  attendance.     Important  items  of  corre- 
spondence received  attention,  and  progress  reported 
ii  reference  to  negotiations  for  further  railway 
facilities.     The  delegates  unanimously  confirmed 
the  provisional  enrolment  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials.    The  president  wished  the  society  a 
prosperous  and  useful  career,  for  which  Messrs.  C. 
E.  Fosbrooke  and  Lambert,  their  representatives, 
returned  thanks.    It  was  decided  that  the  privilege 
tickets  for  next   season's  issue  should  be  white. 
Mr.  Watling  reported  very  satisfactory  visit  to  Great 
Northern  Bros.,  twenty  clubs  attending;  next  one 
going  to  the  Islington  Bros.    In  response  to  several 
inquiries  the  secretary,  Mr.  Wade,  gave  a  most  lucid 
and  interesting  history  of  the  Grove  Ferry  Fishery, 
imparting  valuable  details  concerning  the  fishing, 
and  giving  some  splendid  records  of  heavy  baskets 
of  fish  taken  during  many  past  seasons,  clearly 
establishing  the  Kentish  Stour  as  one  of  the  finest 
roach  waters  in  the  kingdom.  It  was  highly  desirable 
to  maintain  this  fishery  as  a  public  subscription 
water,  in  the  interests  of  anglers  generally,  and  also 
for  that  vast  number  of  holiday-makers  who  frequent 
the  adjacent  seaside  resorts  during  the  season,  and 
not  for  individuals  to  obtain  private  and  exclusive 
control  against  the  public,   which  had  been  so 
recently  attempted.   It  was  unanimously  agreed  by 
the  delegates  present  ou  the  motien  of  Mr.  R.  Hul, 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Merry,  "  That  this  meeting  of 
London  anglers  fully  endorses  the  action  of  Mr. 
Wade  in  reference  to  the  Grove  Ferry  Fishery, 
and    offers    their    sincere    thanks    to    him  for 
his  public-spirited  policy  on  their  behalf.  The 
following  collections  were  reported  :— CoUingwood 
A.S.,    T.  A.  P.  S.,  BOs. ;    Amicable  Waltonians 
A.B.S.  box,  £5  13s.— Oglander  A.B.S.  box,  £2  10s.— 
Attentioa  was  directed  to  the  forthcoming  Lea  com- 
petition, and  delegates  were  urged  to  do  their  utmost 
in  their  clubs  to  make  the  event  a  success.  The 
secretary  reported  that  present  season's  work  of  the 
Association  had  been  of  an  exceedingly  useful  nature, 
the  affairs  working  smoothly,  and  at  present  very 
prosperous,  the  issue  of  privilege  tickets  during  the 
season  showing  a  marked  increase.    All  communica- 
tions to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  6,  Priter- 
road,  London,  S.E. 


Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

At  the  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  on 
Wednesday,  F.  W.  Norman,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  the 
usual  business  was  transacted.  Discussion  followed 
upon  the  continued  waste  of  food  fishes,  the  result 
of  present  methods  of  whitebait  catching.  The 
annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Wednesday  next,  and  a 
large  attendance  is  hoped  for.— W.  H.  W.  Geove, 
Secretary. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

At  the  meeting  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  last 
Tuesday,  Mr.  C.  W.  Lambert  presided,  when 
several  applications  for  membership  were  con- 
sidered and  two  members  elected.  Two  books  were 
presented  to  the  library  and  many  more  promised. 
Other  business  having  been  transacted,  Messrs. 
Beaumont  and  Gilbert  returned  from  fishing  at 
Cookham,  with  121b.  of  roach,  selected  from  part 
of  a  somewhat  larger  catch  taken  that  day;  they 
were  all  in  very  fine  condition.  It  was  announced 
that  the  rules  were  now  approaching  completion, 
and  the  committee  also  hoped  to  announce  shortly 
certain  important  coming  events. — C.  F.  Bentley. 


Fbiendship  Angling  Society — 

A  smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  the  White 
Bear,  Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  E.C.,  on 
Monday,  March  10,  for  the  Central  Re-stocking 
Society's  funds.  Chairman,  Mr.  Wade  (Sec,  Central 
Association) :  vice,  Mr.  J.  Fitch  (Great  Northern 
Brothers). — I.  Levien,  Secretary. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  S.  J .  Chasteney  conducted  both  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  held  on  Tuesday  last.  A 
programme  for  the  ensuing  six  months  was  issued, 
which  includes  amongst  the  items  papers,  readings, 
a  special  discussion,  exhibition  outings  to  the 
society's  waters,  and  there  will  be  a  fly  and  bait 
casting  tournament  held  in  July.  Mr.  Gill  reported 
taking  four  chub,  and  one  perch  and  dace  from  the 
Kennet.  Mr.  Gray  showed  a  barbel  weighing  41b.  9oz. 
and  a  nice  chub  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Woodruff  had 
roach  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  T.  Symonds  some  nice 
roach.  Mr. Hicks,  roach;  and  Mr.  Buckingham,  roach 
and  pike.  From  Kelvedon  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  showed  two 
specimen  roach,  one  of  lib.  lOoz.,  the  other  Ilk  12oz. 
The  river  at  Kelvedon  is  reported  in  nice  colour, 
and  a  fair  run  of  water.  Mr.  Basten  is  again  in  the 
honour  list,  Mr.  Marshall's  silver  challenge  shield 
having  been  awarded  to  him  for  last  year.  Members 
are  reminded  of  the  annual  dinner,  which  will  be 
held  on  March  18,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
applications  as  early  as  possible  for  tickets. — 
J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society— 

The  week-day  outing  takes  place  on  March  12,  to 
Henley.  Our  outing  to  Pangbourne  was  most  suc- 
cessful, all  members  taking  fish. — G.  W. 


MINCED  AND  FRIED  FISH. 


To  mince  and  fry  fish,  fillet  and  thoroughly  ex- 
tract all  bones  from  your  fish,  and  cut  them  across  in 
two-inch  lengths,  wiping  them  clean,  but  never  washing 
them.  Throw  them  into  a  deep  dish  or  basin.  Then 
boil  half  a  pint  of  strong  vinegar  with  half  a  pint  of 
water,  pepper  and  salt,  thyme,  bay  leaves,  parsley,  a 
sliced  onion,  with  a  couple  of  cloves ;  pour  it,  while 
boiling,  over  your  pieces  of  fish.  Turn  them  over  at 
the  end  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  at  the  end  of 
another  quarter  take  them  out  and  mince  them  fine. 
Mince  separately  some  mushrooms  (sold  in  tins)  and 
sweet  herbs  (or  use  the  dried  herbs  sold  in  bottles), 
and  add  this  to  the  fish.  Soak  some  crumbs  of  bread 
(about  ono-third  to  a  half  of  the  bulk  of  your  fish)  in 
milk,  and  squeeze  it  half  dry  again ;  season  it  with 
pepper,  salt,  and  nutmeg,  and  mix  it  up  with  the  fish 
with  the  yolk  of  an  egg  or  two.  IMakeout  of  this  mass 
some  little  flat  cakes  like  biscuits,  which  you  can  egg 
and  bread-crumb,  or  else  dip  in  thinnish  batter,  and  fry 
them  in  plenty  of  very  hot  fat  or  oil.  If  your  grease 
is  not  hot  enough  your  cakes  will  be  flabby  and  greasy, 
but  if  it  is  they  will  be  crisp,  and  of  a  golden  colour, 
and  excellent  to  eat.  You  should  only  put  in  one  cake 
at  a  time,  as  it  will  reduce  the  temperature  of  your 
grease  too  much  if  you  put  in  more.  In  less  than  a 
minute  it  will  have  recovered  its  heat,  and  then  you 
can  put  in  another,  and  so  on,  taking  them  out  and 
keeping  them  warm  as  they  get  cooked.  Y'ou  may 
serve  them  up  with  a  lemon  cut  in  halves,  or  with  any 
sauce  you  most  fancy.  Do  not  make  your  cakes  too 
thick.  Serve  quickly,  as  this  fish  requires  it.  This 
mince  without  frying  makes  an  excellent  stuffing  for 
any  large  fish  you  wish  to  bake  or  roast,  either  fresh- 
water or  sea  fish  of  any  kind,  X. 
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ANDERSONS's::~eWADERS 


Easy  Chairs 
for  Men's  Use 


The  "  LINCOLN  " 

48s 

6d 

The  "ASCOT" 

65s 

od 

The  "KELSEA" 

55s 

od 

The  "DIVAN" 

115s 

od 

Five  Hundred 
to  cfioose  from 

MAPLE  &  CO 

LONDON 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  Ijoots,  and  pre 
serves  fishing  tackle. 

Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  tree,  1/3  i. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.C, 

Once  used  Always  used. 


Is.  U.  \     Per  100  yards. 
2s.  Od.  [  White  or  Neutral 
3s.  Od.  I  Green 
is.  Sd.  J       on  Boards. 
INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Koach 

Barbel 

Pike 

Salmon 

The  New   

selected,  dra\vn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

M   BARNRff  _.-..JI^'"'^^"'=  '■"^  RETAIL 

HI,  DUmiLO,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 

 1.  St.  Swithin'n  Sauaro.  LINnnr  -w 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Presidbni  :  SIR  EDWAED  EIKKBECK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
tlie  Restaurant  Prasoati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  the  Secretary 
W.  H.  W.  Geovb,  Comdr.  E.N.,  336^ 
Mansion  House  Chambers,  11,  Queen 
Victoria  Street.  TC.O  

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Onep.  *r., 

SHOULD  ADTKRT18E  IB 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address,  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge.  Q 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOIVIIVIODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOTTLD  ADVEKTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

FISHINCJ^CKLE. 

WANTED,  A  COUNTER  HAND 
(FOR  EDINBURGH  BRANCH) 
who  can  Dress  Flies. 

Apply—HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

combines  all  the  adyanta|ea  of 'lightness  ^th 

thf^ll«^?c^o^nn^^^^^^ 

salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  u-oi-ouc;  loi 


Mr.  Coxon  ia  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  za.,  postage  -free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels:  Sin.,  with  optional 
check,  15s.  :  3iin.  do.,  16«.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  «in 
do.,  19s.  each.    Without  check ;  4in    14*  firf 
urn    16».  6d.  «ach.    The  reels  are  'of  ,up»rb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish.  "iv.td 

Appu;  HENRY  COXON. 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford.  Nottingham 
Testimonials  free  on  application 


CO 


CUARANTE 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached. 
Fop  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
GS/-  per  pair. 

MAGNIFICENT  ^WSi 
BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  ofler- 
ing  our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  45  '-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  WADERS  (55/- 
usually)  for  32/6  cash 
with  order. 


TWENTY-EIGHT 
MEDALS  &  AWARDS. 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

5nJ)ia  IRubbcr  /nbanufacturcrs, 
3T,  QvieeiT  Yictogia,  Street,  X^ondon,  E.C 

ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WA'DERS]  |  ANDERSONS' uoldm^al  WAOFRSj 


GRANTS  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Makers  of  SLOE  GIN,  CHERRY  WHISKY,  and  other  Choice  Liqueurs. 

The  Sportsman's  Quality  is  specially  prepared  for  exercise 
ia  the  open  air.      T/ie  Best  Tonic  for  Sportsmen. 


SOLD  BY  WINE  MERCHANTS  AND  HOTEL  KEEPERS. 
THOMAS   GTtANT  &  SONS,  DistiUePS,  MAIDSTONE. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&e. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  nut  and  ad\lsed  on 
Valuation  frr  Tenant  or  Ow  ner,  and  Probate 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


rqsb  irith  ,.rd^.       29.  TFTF  <^QnARF.  WTNCHFSTFR  ^4VTC 
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^offings  hu  f^c  i^ag. 

Constant  detection  in  the  past  forms  the  basis  of  viy 
present  moral  code. — Marshall. 


At  Coron  Lake,  Anglesey,  on  Saturday  (March  1)  Mr. 
Lloyd,  proprietor  of  the  Railway  Hotel,  Bangor,  was 
fishing  with  Mr.  Owen  Davies,  also  of  Bangor,  when 
their  boat  capsized.  Mr.  Davies  was  drowned,  while 
Mr.  Lloyd  was  brought  ashore  in  a  precarious  condition. 


Painfully  sudden  was  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Jackson, 
of  Eeading,  a  well-known  angler,  who  while  fishing  in 
a  punt  at  Sonning,  was  seized  with  h;emorrhage  of 
the  lungs,  and  died  before  his  companion  could  moor 
the  punt  and  get  medical  assistance.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  a  good  angler,  always  bright  and  cheerful,  and  his 
death  has  caused  sincere  regret. 


That  champion  Nottingham  fisherman,  Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis,  fishing  recently  at  Sawley,  creeled  upwards 
of  one  hundred  good  roach.  Mr.  W.  E.  Bayley,  in 
addition  to  a  fine  lot  of  roach  and  dace,  landed  a  trout 
of  about  51b.,  which,  of  course,  was  returned. 


I  AM  glad  to  know  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
angling  competition,  to  help  the  Addlestone  and 
Chertsey  Nurses'  Fund,  are  progressing  favourably. 
The  weekly  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at  the 
Swan  Hotel  on  Monday  night  (March  3),  Mr.  E. 
Chambers  presiding.  The  conditions  provide  that  no 
competitor  can  take  more  than  one  prize,  though 
purchasers  of  two  tickets  can  use  one  on  each  day. 
The  competitions  will  be  held  on  March  8  and  13, 
and  the  benevolent  object  in  view  should  secure  a 
good  number  of  entries  and  lively  interest  in  the 
proceedings. 

It  was  Speing. 
On  a  stream  bank  lay  the  idler  dreaming  dreams — 

for  it  was  Spring — 
And  he  heard  the  frogs  in  chorus  make  the  watery 

marshes  ring ; 
Heard  newcomers  at  their  nesting  in  the  vineyards 

pipe  and  sing ; 

Heard  the  river  lisp  below  him ;  heard  the  wind 

chafe  reed  on  reed ; 
Every  earth-impassioued  creature  finding  vent  and 

voice  at  need. 
Ah  1  if  only  so  could  mortal  longing  and  delight  be 

freed ! — 

From  The  Smart  Set. 


Fishing  the  Waveney  (at  Beccles)  recently,  Mr. 
C.  Allen,  amongst  a  fine  catch  of  perch,  secured  one 
of  81b.  ;  length,  17^in. ;  girth,  12iin.  Messrs.  Cooper 
are  preserving  this  fine  specimen. 

Me.  T.  Taylob,  C.C,  chairman  of  the  Tyne  District 
Fishery  Board,  is  a  public-spirited  man  with  the 
generous  heart  which  is  the  characteristic  of  the 
angler.  The  Tyne  Board  acquired  certain  fishery 
rights  and  certain  territory,  and  established  "  play- 
grounds "  for  salmon.  This  was  good  work  done,  but 
there  seems  to  be  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  consent  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money — 
a  sum  of  some  £900.  "  Never  mind,"  said  Mr.  Taylor ; 
"  if  the  Board  of  Trade  objects,  I  will  be  personally 
responsible."  This  generous  offer  was  received  with 
applause.  Tyne  district  anglers  should  feel  grateful 
for  this  encouragement  of  local  salmon  fisheries. 


I  HAVE  received  No.  1  of  "  The  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Magazine,"  a  bright,  well  printed  little  quarterly  paper 
issued  by  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  of  which  Mr. 
W.  C.  P.  Gillam  is  hon.  sec.  With  well  written 
articles,  angling  news,  poetry,  jokes,  and  useful  infor- 
mation, the  new  magazine  deserves  a  place  among 
angling  literature. 

*  *  *  *  * 

From  this  magazine  I  cull  the  following  :  Horace 
Walpole  records  an  anecdote  of  the  first  arrival  of 
George  the  Second  at  St.  James's  Palace.  "  This  is  a 
strange  country,"  said  the  King.  "  The  first  morning 
after  my  arrival  I  looked  out  of  window  and  saw  a 
park,  a  canal,  etc.,  which  they  told  me  were  mine. 
The  next  day  Lord  Chetwynd,  the  ranger  of  my  park, 
sent  me  a  fine  brace  of  carp  out  of  my  canal,  and  I  was 
told  I  must  give  five  guineas  to  Lord  Chetwynd's 
servant  for  bringing  me  my  own  carp,  out  of  my  own 
canal,  in  my  own  park." 


Writing  from  the  Crown  Inn,  Icklingham,  Milden- 
hall,  Suffolk,  Mr.  J.  Crocombe  says  :— "  Dear  Drag, — 
Just  a  line  to  say  that  I  have  captured  another  otter, 
but  not  good  enough  to  forward  to  you.  This  one's 
weight  is  IGlb.,  length  43in. ;  fenjale,  This  makes 
eight  I  have  killed  in  four  years." 


An  instance  of  kindly  commiseration  for  a  suffering 
dog  occurred  at  the  Old  Jamaica  Wharf,  Upper 
Ground-street,  Blackfriars.  The  dog  had  fallen  into 
the  Thames  at  low  water,  and  was  vainly  struggling 
in  the  mud.  Two  men,  observing  its  strait,  boarded  a 
barge  and  stuck  an  oar  into  the  mud.  Sliding  down 
the  oar  they  managed,  after  much  effort,  to  grip  the 
dog  and  bring  it  safely  to  bank.  Their  action  was 
loudly  cheered  by  a  crowd  of  onlookers. 


A  FINE  king  salmon  was  taken  on  Saturday  (March  1), 
in  the  river  Meavy,  by  Mr.  Allen.  It  was  caught  on 
fine  trout  gear,  a  small  Devon  minnow  and  light  trout 
rod.  Mr.  W.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  measured  it  as 
follows  :— Length,  33fin.  ;  girth,  18in. ;  weight,  1121b. 
This  was  four  hours  after  it  had  been  taken  from  the 
water.  It  occupied  over  two  hours  to  land,  and  was 
evidently  a  fresh-run  fish.  The  flesh  was  very  red 
when  cut. 


Mb.  J.  A.  Kelly,  of  Exeter,  writes :  "  A  fine  pike  of 
241b.,  42  inches  in  length,  20  inches  in  girth,  was 
taken  last  Friday  (Feb.  28)  by  Mr.  D.  Jackeman,  in  the 
Great  Western  Canal,  near  Tiverton. 


There  is  every  prospect  of  Canvey  Island,  close  to 
Leigh,  becoming  a  veritable  paradise  for  the  sea 
angler  and  for  the  tired  city  man  in  want  of  a  rest. 
Mr.  Brooke  Stewart,  the  eminent  auctioneer  of  Fen- 
church  Buildings,  is  holding  sales  three  days  a  week,  and 
bungalow  plots  are  selling  "  like  hot  rolls."  Canvey 
Island  is  a  place  "writ  large"  in  the  novel  "Andromeda," 
by  Robt.  Buchanan,  andin  that  exciting  story,  "  Captain 


Old  Inn,  Canvey  Island. 
Shannon,"  by  Coulson  Kernahan.  It  is  an  old  world 
spot,  with  the  quaint  features  which  the  original 
Dutch  settlers  gave  it  three  centuries  ago.  Dutch 
families  are  again  taking  up  settlement  in  the  island, 
and  very  soon  a  short  trip  on  the  Tilbury  and  Southend 
Railway  will  save  a  journey  to  "  the  Hook  of  Holland." 
To  those  in  want  of  an  original  sort  of  a  holiday  this 
summer,   I  say,  "  Try  Canvey." 


A.  W.,  of  Edinburgh,  writes: — "Dear  Dragnet, — 
Neither  of  the  versions  of  the  'Grace'  before  meat, 
quoted  in  recent  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is 
quite  correct.  The  matter  is  of  very  little  conse- 
quence, but  in  case  you  should  want  it,  I  send  the 
'  Grace  '  copied  from  Burns'  Works  "~ 

"  Some  hae  moat  and  canna  eat. 
And  some  would  eat  that  want  it. 
But  we  hae  meat  and  we  can  eat, 
Sae  let  the  Lord  be  thankit." 
"  Meat "  is  here  used  in  the  Scottish  sense— food, 
not  simply  flesh  meat. 

*  *  *  *  'sH 

I  do  not  agree  with  my  correspondent  that  "  the 
matter  is  of  very  little  consequence."  As  a  lover 
of  Burns,  I  desire  to  quote  any  line  as  the  immortal 
poet  wrote  it.  As  the  verse  given  above  comes  straight 
from  the  "  Land  o'  Cakes,"  I  hope  it  is  right  this  time. 
I  am  glad  to  have  set  some  of  my  readers  again  turning 
over  the  pages  penned  by  Scotland's  poet. 


The  Ulverston  Angling  Association's  report  for  last 
year  stated  that  the  season  had  been  poor  owing  to 
the  drought,  which  was  a  record  since  1826,  but  it  was 
confidently  hoped  that  the  season  which  opens  early 
in  March  would,  under  ordinary  conditions,  be  a  good 
one.  Brown  trout  from  the  Wyresdale  hatchery  had 
been  placed  into  the  Ulverston  Canal,  and  a  quantity 
of  American  trout,  from  South  Kensington,  had  been 
placed  in  the  association's  streams.  The  balance-sheet 
was  considered  very  satisfactory. 


The  Eleventh  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will 
open  on  March  18  and  continue  until  April  15  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster.  There  will  be  plenty 
of  tackle,  angling  requisites,  fishing  boats,  and  other 
interesting  objects.  Applications  for  space  should  be 
made  quickly.  There  is  a  fine  programme  at  the 
popular  Westminster  resort  just  now,  and  one  of  the 
best  troupes  of  performing  dogs  ever  seen. 

"  Pbofbssoe,  do  you  expel  students  often  ?  "  "  No, 
only  once." 


Please  take  notice — those  of  my  friends  who  wish 
to  see  me,  do  not  come  to  my  office  on  Thursdays. 
Last  Thursday  as  ever  was  I  was  busy  in  the  printing 
office  "  putting  the  baby  to  bed,"  and  when  I  came 
back  I  was  told  a  gentleman  had  been  waiting  nearly 
all  day  to  see  me.    On  my  blotting  pad  I  found  the 
following  somewhat  irreverent  quotations  : — 
"  Oh,  why  these  years  of  waiting  here. 
These  ages  of  delay?" — Dr.  Watts. 
"'Tis  weary  waiting  here." — Hymns  A.  &  M. 
Now  if  you  want  to  see  me,  don't  come  on  Thurs- 
days, and  if  you  do  and  I  am  not  there,  don't  spoil  my 
new  blotting  pad.    See  1 

*  *  *  *  ^ 

Of  course  I  could  easily  pen  a  reply — sarcastic, 
vitriolic,  crushing ! — to  the  remarks  on  the  blotting- 
pad,  but,  though  strong,  I  am  merciful.  A  poet  once 
started  a  poem  : — 

"The  sun's  perpendicular  rays 
Illumined  the  depths  of  the  sea." 

There  he  left  his  manuscript  and  went  out.    A  visitor 
came  in,  saw  the  lines,  and  finished  them  ;— 
"  The  fishes  beginning  to  sweat, 

Cried,  '  Hang  it,  how  hot  we  shall  be  1  '  ' 

If  I  wanted  to  add  to  the  quotation  from  Hymns, 
Ancient  and  Modern,  I  could  do  better  than  that 


It  was  the  duty  of  a  certain  Ross-shire  boatman  to 
provide  fish  for  the  laird's  table,  but  herein  he 
frequently  failed.  One  day  his  mistress  when  remon- 
strating with  him  on  his  neglect,  compared  his  ill-filled 
creel  with  that  of  a  visitor  on  an  adjoining  estate, 
saying  what  good  sport  the  latter  had  had,  and  how 
many  fish  he  had  brought  home.  "  Ay,  ma  leddy,  I 
can  weel  believe  it,  but  the  puir  buddy  '11  jist  be 
makin'  a  toil  o'  his  fushin'  I  " 


A  BUSINESS  that  is  looking  up — The  astronomers. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Roberts,  writing  from  Builth  Wells, 
says  : — "  Trout  fishing  in  full  swing  ;  some  very  good 
conditioned  trout  caught.  River  in  grand  ply.  The 
Anglers'  Depot  has  now  about  three  miles  of  trout 
fishing  on  the  Wye  one  minute  from  the  town. 
Tickets  from  W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot,  day  or 
week." 


Humanitarian,  writing  in  the  Glasgow  Evening 
Times,  says  : — "  Sir, — I  believe  the  loch  fishing  starts 
very  soon,  and  I  understand  that  certain  anglers  are 
in  the  habit  (a  beastly  cruel  one)  of  putting  a  hook 
through  the  body  of  a  live  minnow  and  letting  it  swim 
about ;  the  object,  of  course,  being  to  catch  trout !  I 
do  not  say  that  the  assertion  just  made  is  absolutely 
true,  but  if  there  be  anyone  who  does  act  in  this  fashion, 
I  submit  his  cruelty  should  be  exposed  and  condemned. 
Exaggerating  his  day's  work  is  a  small  offence  com- 
pared to  the  crime  I  have  just  mentioned.  The 
gentleman  from  whom  I  had  this  information  tells 
me  that  personally  he  always  knocks  a  trout  on  the 
head  before  putting  it  into  his  basket,  but  the  same 
gentleman  has  more  than  once  skewered  a  worm  on  a 
hook,  and  to  that  extent  must  be  condemned.  I  think 
it  is  Cowper  who  says— 
''  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends, 
Though  graced  with  polished  manners  and  fine  sense 
Yet  wanting  sensibility,  the  man 
Who  needlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm." 


A  PIKE  weighing  141b.  was  caught  last  week  in  the 
Thames  waters  by  John  Saunders,  the  Streatley  water- 
man, and  accepted  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Morrell,  M.P.,  who 
had  the  fish  conveyed  to  Oxford  soon  after  it  was 
caught. 

They  over-persuaded  Truthful  Tommy  to  go  to  a 
suburban  "  tea-fight  "  the  other  night,  and  after  he 
Jiad  drunk  nine  or  ten  cups  of  coffee  the  lady  presiding 
at  the  table  remarked  to  him  with  a  smile,  "  You  seem 
to  be  very  fond  of  coffee,  my  friend."  "  Indeed,  ma'am, 
and  I  am,"  replied  "  T.  T.,"  "  or  else  you  may  be  sure  I 
should  not  drink  such  an  uncomfortable  lot  of  hot 
water  to  get  a  little." 


An  old  almanack  maker  once  went  out  "  to  see  a 
man  about  a  dog "  and  left  his  boy  to  fill  in  the 
weather.  Marmaduke — that  was  the  boy's  name — • 
filled  in  "  sleet,  snow,  and  hail "  against  June  25,  and, 
strange  to  say,  the  prediction  was  fulfilled.  Some 
printer's  devil  must  have  been  tampering  with  the 
calendar  lately.  Here  have  I  been  warbling  "  Spring, 
spring,  beautiful  spring  1 "  while  the  fog  has  (been 
thick  enough  to  cut  with  a  knife,  and  the 
weather  has  been  Arctic.  This  won't  do !  Now 
should  be  a  close  season  for  fogs  and  all  the  rigours 
of  winter  should  have  been  over  long  ago.  Never 
mind;  there  will  be  sunshine  for  the  Coronation. 
You  can  safely  leave  that  to  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  clerk  of  the  weather  and  Dkagnbt. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Great  Western 
Railway  and  London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Companies  to  the  effect  that  they  cannot  see  their 
way  clear  to  allow  the  Birmingham  Association  to 
secede  from  the  Provincial  Association  until  March  1, 
1903.  The  reason  for  this  is  stated  to  be  that  the  P. A. A. 
travelling  cards  are  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  difficulty  to  get  them  made  return- 
able. This  may  be  thought  so  by  the  companies,  but 
I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  a  new  card  could  be 
got  out  at  once  and  issued  as  soon  as  the  companies 
could  officially  stamp  them.  The  Birmingham 
Association,  now  that  they  have  taken  the  matter 
seriously  in  hand,  are  determined  to  fight  out  the 
matter  to  the  end,  and  to  be  in  full  possession  of  the 
privileges  prior  to  June  15  next.  Nothing  is  left 
imdone  to  obtain  the  required  concessions,  and  the 
letter  received  from  the  companies  mentioned  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  will  be  cancelled.  We  are  the 
only  association  outside  London  who  have  contests 
promoted  by  the  association,  and  who  have  paid 
the  railway  companies  some  thousands  of  pounds, 
and  if  the  concession  is  withheld  from  us  in  all 
probability  no  contest  will  be  held  on  the  lines  with- 
holding the  privilege,  but  all  our  support  will  be  given 
to  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  The  clubs  are 
watching  the  turn  of  events,  and  will  make  their 
coming  season's  arrangements  accordingly  ;  under  the 
circumstances  the  companies  will  do  well  to  recon- 
sider their  decision  at  once,  as  the  delay  will  mean 
some  hundreds  of  pounds  loss  to  them,  and  send  all 
our  money  into  the  coffers  of  the  Midland  Railway 
Company.  Some  of  our  members  have  been  having  good 
sport  since  my  last  notes  were  printed  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
of  the  St.  Paul's  Society,  caught  over  4Qlb.  of  pike  on 
March  3  from  private  water  near  to  Birmiogham,  the 
largest  fish  being  one  of  111b.  Some  fine  catches  of 
roach  have  been  had  from  the  Severn  at  Kempsey  ;  Mr. 
J.  Harris  had  a  fine  catch  on  March  3.  The  river  is  in 
fine  condition  and  is  now  well  worth  a  visit.  Sport  on 
the  Avon  and  Trent  has  also  been  quiet.  The  Hearts 
of  Oak  members  have  had  some  good  sport  on  the 
Mease ;  some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  has  resigned  his  position  as  President  of 
the  P.A.A. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  recovered  far  more  quickly  from  the 
rise  than  might  have  been  expected  considering  the 
weight  of  rain  that  fell  last  week.  The  weather,  too, 
is  more  characteristic  of  spring,  and  this  pleasant 
change  has  induced  quite  a  number  of  rods  to  get  to 
work.  On  the  Witham  roachists  have  almost  exclu- 
sively confined  their  attention  to  the  ends  of  the  drains 
where  the  red  fins  are  now  congregating  prior  to  the 
spawning  season.  Worm  bait  has  been  pretty  gener- 
ally employed,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  creeled. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Chapel  Hill,  where  the 
Sleatord  Canal  joins  the  main  stream,  some  of  the 
captured  roach  have  weighed  more  than  lib.  apiece, 
and  iodividual  bags  weighing  from  101b.  to  151b.  have 
been  secured.  The  same  amount  of  success  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  those  who  have  operated  on  the  Bain. 
It  is  little  more  than  a  week  to  the  advent  of  the  close 
season,  and  anglers  are  naturally  taking  advantage  of 
the  short  time  that  remains  for  the  prosecution  of 
sport.  The  trolling  rod  is  being  vigorously  employed 
after  an  enforced  rest.  The  middle  reaches  of  the 
Witham,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirk- 
stead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke,  have  seen  many 
pike  fishermen  engaged  this  week.  With  one  or  two 
exceptions,  however,  nothing  larger  than  61b.  or  71b 
is  reported,  but  on  the  Forty-foot,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Swineshead  Station,  a  brace  were  captured  on 
Monday,  weighing  171b.— one  101b.  and  the  other  lust 
over  71b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  now  in  first- 
class  trim  for  roach  fishing,  and  the  weather  this  week 
so  far  (Wednesday)  has  simply  been  splendid  for 
operations,  consequently  our  local  anglers  have  been 
out  in  great  force,  and  results  have  been  very  satis- 
factory, for  a  quantity  of  roach  have  been  secured  in 
various  parts  of  the  river,  and  also  the  Driffield 
Canal,  that  have  scaled  from  lib.  up  to  about  lAlb. 
each— one  angler  taking  four  near  to  Leven  Lock 
that  scaled  in  the  aggregate  41b.  lOoz.  Odd 
pike  have  also  been  taken  up  to  7Jlb.  each  in  the 
Hull  district.  Fair  sport  has  also  been  obtained 
in  roach,  perch  and  pike  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  during  the  week,  and 
prospects  fairly  good  in  these  waters  for  next  week's 
operation.  Another  consignment  of  200  grayling 
from  the  Manor  Fishery  have  been  turned  into  the 
upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull ;  the  first  club  match 
to  be  fished  on  the  river  this  season  will  be  by  the 
Star  Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry,  and  will  take'place 


on  Minto  Flatts  on  March  28,  and  the  first  match — 
open  to  all  comers — will  be  under  the  auspices  of 
Messrs.  Holmes  &  Son's  Society,  and  be  held  at 
Dunswell  on  April  5. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  running  nicely  for  getting  rid  of  all 
snow-broth,  and  by  to-day  (Saturday)  should  be  in 
good  order.  Last  week  end  a  few  rods  were  out  with 
good  results.  Several  trout  were  taken,  one  a  specimen 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  six  pike  by  Mr.  Outram.  Large 
numbers  turned  out  last  week-end  from  Warrington, 
but  did  not  do  particularly  well.  From  the  Gowy  Mr. 
T.  Cooper  weighed  in  a  roach,  lib.  9Joz.  Others  at  the 
Dee  did  well,  all  getting  fish  of  fair  size  but  no  specimens. 
By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  another  score  of 
members  will  be  added  to  the  roll-call  of  the  local 
association.  To-day  500  two-year-old  rainbow  trout 
are  due  at  Altrincham,  destined  for  a  new  fishing 
resort,  available  within  easy  reach.  They  are  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  so  the  quality  is  sure  to  be  Al.  There 
is  a  strong  feeling  that  our  coarse  fisheries  should 
remain  open  up  to  and  including  Easter  Monday. 
There  is  a  remarkable  agreement  in  reports  to  the 
effect  that  coarse  fish  are  not  yet  showing  any  signs  of 
spawning. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  fine  weather 
tempted  many  rods  to  turn  out  last  week  end,  but  with 
only  very  moderate  results.  The  lecture  by  Mr.  Bibby 
to  the  Buokland  anglers  was,  as  usual,  a  pronounced 
success.  Mr.  Bibby  takes  his  own  views,  makes  his  own 
slides,  and  describes  the  tours  he  makes  in  his  own  neat 
style.  Our  city  rod,  Mr.  W.  S.  Nightingale,  reports  a 
most  successful  trip  to  Wales  for  three  days,  during 
which  he  had  plenty  of  fish.  Thirty  of  the  chub 
taken  weighed  601b.,  and  the  six  heaviest  he  is  having 
mounted,  doing  the  work  himself.  The  mistake  in 
adopting  the  name  of  the  headquarters  as  the  name  of 
the  club  is  once  again  illustrated.  The  Old  House  at 
Home  Angling  Society  have  just  changed  their  club 
house  to  the  Globe  Hotel  and  their  name  to  the  Salford 
Socials.  Probably  the  last  new  club  is  that  of  the  Town 
Hall  Angling  Society,  who  will  be  looked  after  by  Mr. 
Fred  Marsden.  The  Ramblers,  also  in  Salford,  will  be 
limited  to  sixteen.  On  March  17  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society  are  to  have  Mr.  Pendrigh's  great 
discourse  on  "  Fish-hooks  Ancient  and  Modern." 
Anglers  outside  the  club  are  cordially  invited.  Mr. 
Pendrigh,  as  Hardy  Brothers'  (Manchester)  manager, 
is  well  known  and  highly  qualified  to  deal  with  the 
subject  in  an  exhaustive  and  interesting  manner. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  extra  water  in  the  Trent  quickly  began  to  dis- 
appear, and  on  Monday  the  river  was  extensively 
patronised  by  anglerj.  Roach  and  bream  were  caught 
in  a  feeding  humour,  an3,  as  a  result,  many  sub- 
stantial bags  were  made  by  the  aid  of  the  cockspur 
and  brandline;  worms.  At  Sawley,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  creeled  upwards  of  a  hundred  roach,  and  on 
the  same  waters  Mr.  B.  Biyley  excelled  amongst  the 
red-eyed  fish  and  dace.  He  also  landed  a  Loch  Leven 
trout  of  about  51b.,  and  one  of  lib.  was  taken  by  a 
Derby  visitor;  both  were,  however,  returned.  At 
Shardlow,  on  Monday  (March  3)  Mr.  W.  Stansfield 
secured  a  brace  of  small  pike  in  Chubley's  Eve ; 
and  on  Tuesday  (March  3)  a  brace  of  101b.  was 
got  in  Weston  Pool  by  Mr.  T.  Skidmore,  of  Rad- 
ford. This  pool  holds  very  little  water  owing 
to  the  breakdown  of  the  extensive  range  of  weirs 
at  King's  Mills.  The  "gaps"  were  enlarged  by  the 
late  big  flood,  and  the  enlargement  has  altered 
the  whole  aspect  of  the  river  for  some  considerable 
distance  above  the  village.  Really  splendid  sport 
amongst  general  fish  with  the  worm  has  been 
enjoyed  on  most  reaches  of  the  Trent,  both  above 
and  below  the  city,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
the  weather,  open  and  settled,  was  all  in  favour 
of  members  of  the  angling  community.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  has  recently  been 
held  at  Derby,  when  allusion  was  made  to  the  washing 
away  of  the  weirs  at  King's  Mills.  Being  private 
property  it  is  difficult  to  say  at  present  what  will  be 
done  to  make  good  the  repairs.  Anyway,  the  damage 
done  has  quite  revolutionised  the  fishing  for  several 
miles  above  Weston,  whose  memories  have  many 
charms  for  your  correspondent  and  friends. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  in  this  district  have  had  beautiful  weather, 
but  the  rivers  have  been  out  of  condition  from  some 
rain  or  snow  higher  up  the  river,  and  which  has 
affected  the  sport  very  much,  and  has  been 
anything  but  good  for  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season.  Very  few  rods  were  out  on  Monday,  and  had 
but  little  sport ;  three  brace  were  taken  by  one  party, 
and  though  fairly  good  in  colour  when  taken,  were 
very  much  off  when  exhibited  at  home.  A  few  good 
pike  have  been  taken,  and  some  small  ones,  near 
Hoik.  Mr.  Lewis  had  a  fine  fellow  out  of  the 
Teme,  near  Knightsford  Weir,  and  Messrs.  Andrews, 
Knight,  and  Hales  had  three  fine  fish  out  of  the 
Avon   all   over   101b.   weight,   all  taken  spinning. 


Dace  have  took  the  small  red  worm  well  in  a  few 
districts,  but  they  are  far  advanced  in  spawn.  A  few 
chub  and  a  few  good  dishes  of  roach  have  been  taken 
most  days,  but  are  not  much  sought  after ;  the  close 
season  is  so  near  that  the  more  ardent  anglers  will  be 
sure  to  put  in  all  their  time.  The  salmon  nets  have 
not  been  so  fortunate  this  week,  still  a  few  fair  fish 
have  been  secured. 


ilofes  from  tl)e  ITorf^. 


Thb  "first  blood"  on  the  Balmoral  waters  was 
creeled  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  duly  despatched  to 
the  King.  Another  two  or  three  followed  in  the  course 
of  the  next  two  days,  and  now  sport  is  brisk  on.  the 
Doe  all  the  way  up  for  some  fifty  miles. 


The  King's  deer  park  is  now  an  accomplished  fact 
Invergelder,  about  a  mile  from  the  Castle,  has  been 
enclosed  and  already  the  two  stags  from  the  roj'al  deer 
park  at  Windsor  may  be  seen  there.  The  park  will  be 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  in  the  country. 


Abergeldie  Castle  with  shootings  and  fishings  has 
been  released  by  the  King  at  an  advanced  rental  of 
£1000.  The  former  rental  was  £3500,  but  the  en- 
hanced value  of  Dee  salmon  fishings  during  the  past 
nineteen  years  fully  warrants  the  increase. 


The  Glentana  Waters  have  been  let  for  March  to 
three  rods  at  £100  each.  Those  who  had  the  first  three 
weeks  of  the  season  have  been  hard  hit  on  the  score  of 
the  weather  ;  so  have  the  February  anglers  all  over. 

Messrs.  F.  Bristowe,  Griffiths,  and  Fitchie  are  now 
on  the  Billater  waters  of  the  Dee,  and  since  the  thaw 
have  been  killing  three  and  four  fish  daily.  The 
heaviest  last  week  was  a  beauty  of  191b. 

Mr.  Burge  has  the  Forest  of  Birse  water  on  the  Dee, 
which  he  took  privately  from  Mr.  Heaven  for  the 
spring.    Last  week  he  had  two  fish.  Sib.  and  111b. 


Up  to  ddte  very  little  angling  has  been  done  in 
Sutherlandshire,  but  now  matters  are  bearing  another 
complexion,  and  last  week  a  beauty  of  201b.  was  creeled 
at  Invershin,  and  another  of  121b.  at  Bettyhill. 

The  Hon.  Viscount  Ridley  is  fishing  the  Aboyne 
Castle  waters  on  the  Dee,  and  last  week  had  a  beauty 
of  101b.  the  first  day  out. 


As  an  indication  of  the  success  of  the  netting 
season — chiefly  from  the  coast  stations,  however— the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  £103  better  for 
the  month  of  February  than  they  were  last  spring. 

Kelts  are  strongly  en  evidence  on  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  kindred  rivers,  but  with  the 
advent  of  fresh  weather  they  will  soon  be  "  mending  " 
in  the  briny. 


A  salmon  fisherman  named  Dunn,  belonging  to 
Caputh  on  the  Tay,  was  dragged  into  the  river,  carried 
down  the  stream,  and  unfortunately  drowned  on 
Tuesday  of  last  week. 


A  feature  of  the  salmon  market  at  Aberdeen  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  27,  was  the  excellence  of  some  of  the 
fish  consigned  from  the  Spey  and  other  rivers.  One 
consigner  sent  nine,  which  averaged  201b.  each.  There 
is  evidently  a  run  of  heavy  fish  on  the  Moray  Firth 
Coast. 


Anglers  going  into  Cromarty  and  Ross  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  Dornoch  Light  Railway  will  bo 
opened  by  May  1. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  MoPherson,  of  the  Gordon  Arms, 
Culter,  Deeside,  were  the  recipients  of  handsome 
presents  at  the  hands  of  the  lessees  last  week.  Their 
comfortable,  well-appointed  house  is  the  rendezvous  of 
anglers  on  lower  Deeside. 


The  Ellon  Hatchery  on  the  Ythan  was  stocked  in 
December  last  and  is  doing  well.  A  quantity  of  brown 
trout  ova  from  the  Itchen  was  again  secured,  and  are 
hatching  out  most  satisfactorily.     Special  Scotch. 


HOLLOWAVS  OINT.MEVT  AND  PILLS.  Rheumatism 
Xeuralaia.  It  is  sometimes  rlitlicult  to  determine  Hliieh  i>t  these 
diseases  is  attlieting  the  sufferer,  hut  this  ignoiame  will  not 
matter  it  Holloway's  remeiies  lie  usf  il.  They  alleviate  and  cnre 
all  muscular  aud  nervous  pains.  In  hereditary  rheumatism, 
after  bathinfr  the  affected  parts  with  warm  salt  war.ei, 
HolloH'ay  s  (Mntment  should  be  well  rubbed  upon  the  spot,  that 
it  may  penetrate  and  e.vert  its  soothing  and  rejnilatinj;  properties 
oil  the  deeper  vessels  and  nerves  wliich  are  unduly  excited,  and 
cause  both  the  pain  and  swelling.  Holloway's  treatment  has 
the  merit  of  remo\ing  the  disease  without  debilitating  the 
constitution,  which  was  the  inevitable  result  of  the  bleeding, 
mercury  and  culchicum  practiie  formerly  adopted  in  these 
complaints. 
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A1^0LERS>   HOTELS,    FISHiyTQ   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Yyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4J  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  ON  RIVER  TEIFY. 


S.  WAIVES. 


PORTH  HOTEL, 

Season  commenced  on  March  1, 

Visitors  have  2J  miles  reserved  for  them,  Free ;  also  2  miles  going  by  arrangement, 
all  of  which  is  preserved.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of  Wines  and  Spirits'. 
Burton  Ales.    Allsopp's  on  draught  and  in  bottle.    Billiards  and  Posting. 

A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Good  Fishing  during  Easter.  To  save 
disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  '.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 

SALMON  FISHING 
ON  LOCH  NESS. 


Parties  staying  at 
THE  LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL, 
Fort  Augustus, 

Have  the  privilege  of  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness. 

MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billings,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  Fl.SHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  2d.  per  day. 

Pkoprietor,  a.  heck. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
fl  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

nULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water, 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

ITear  KINOSBBIDOS.  S.  DEVON- 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance, 
7s.  6d.  per  day,  from  October  to  March. 
WEEK-DAY  FISHING  for  Pike,  Perch,  and 
Rudd,  Including  boats  and  bait,  Free  to  Visitors. 
Five  coaches  leave  the  hotel  dally. 

W.  VICEERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
lack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
2/6 


No  Night  Fishing:  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiaids;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee. — Address,  Proprietor. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  In  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and    Perch    Fishing  on 
own  private  Lalie  of  upwards  of 
100  Acres. 

In  consequence  of  the  la.rg:e  number 
of  Fish  this  water  will  remain  ooen 
for  Pike  Fishing  until  IMarch  31. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES, 

AND  ' 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Terms  until  March  31,  1902, 
for  Board,  Residence,  and  Attendance, 
£2  2s.  per  v?eek. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFPITHS.  Proprietor. 

CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publithinff  Office,  St.  Punstan's  Bouse,  E.  C. 
Price  2s.  6d. 


MALGOM&GO. 

Featherweight" 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 

B.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  says: 
"  These  new  waders  arc  a  great  comfort." 

— Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  Green  Street, 

r^EICEISTER  SQUARE, 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 

Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS 


MANOR  FISHERY, 


FORD, 

CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82  FAQES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  FICTUBBS. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  SJd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  oan 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  la  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  acoompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.O.G.,"  In  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  tegular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  Is  speolally  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  Sid. 

May  be  obtained  ot  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St..  E.G. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eard  op  Carnarvon 
(Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


TO  THAMES  AWCLEBS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTSi 

TO  XjErr, 

With  Board  or  otherwise,  li  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 

H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Ifr.  HMlfliEY-ON-TBAMMH. 


SOUTH  OEVON. 


APARTMENTS   TO  LET, 

CLOSE  TO  RIVER  DART. 
Two  miles  2H'ivate  fishing,  also 
shoothifj. 
Apply,  Mrs.  BEARD, 

Northwood  Farm,  Buckfastleigh,  S,  Devon. 

ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST  AND  STREAM 

THE 

Leading  Angler's  Journal  of  America. 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other 
fishing ;  and  accounts  of  angling  waters. 
Other  departments :  Shooting,  Natural 
History,  Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 


WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
Foreiern  Subscriptions,  $5  per  year. 


SOLD  BY 

DAVIES  &  CO.,23,  Fincli  Lane  Cornhill,  London 

ADDRESS— 

■■FOREST  a  8TREAIM"  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.8.A. 
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THE  SURVEY  OF  THE  FISHES  OF 
THE  NILE. 


This  survey,  which  was  begun  early  in  1899  on  the 
nitiative  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Anderson,  F.R.S.,  con- 
tinues to  make  steady  progress.  During  the  past  year 
Mr.  W.  S.  Loat,  the  superintendent  of  the  survey, 
who  is  carrying  on  the  work  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Keatinge,  the  chief  of  the  Medical  School  in 
Cairo,  explored  the  White  Nile  from  Omdurman  as 
far  as  Lake  No.  In  accordance  with  the  arrangement 
made  by  the  Egyptian  Government  with  the  authorities 
of  the  British  Museum,  the  fishes  obtained  by  Mr.  Loat 
were  sent  to  the  Natural  History  Department  at  South 
Kensington  to  be  examined  and  described  by  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger.  As  the  outcome  of  last  year's  operations 
Mr.  Loat  sent  to  the  department  over  6000  fishes,  repre- 
senting ninety-two  distinct  species.  His  exploration 
of  the  White  Nile  south  of  Omdurman  resulted  in  the 
addition  of  several  species  to  the  list  of  Nile  fishes,  and 
in  the  discovery  of  ten  new  to  science,  two  of  which 
possess  characters  sufficiently  distinct  to  deserve,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Boulenger,  to  be  made  the  types  of  new 
genera.  Up  to  the  present  the  survey  has  added  twenty 
species  of  fishes  to  the  Nile  fauna,  making  at  present 
about  110  species  of  fishes  known  to  inhabit  the  liver. 
On  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Cromer  the  Egyptian 
Government  has  consented  to  make  a  further  grant  to 
enable  Mr.  Loat  to  pursue  his  work  far  into  the  present 
year.  He  has  already  undertaken  a  trip  up  the  Blue 
Nile  as  far  as  Rosaires,  and  the  sphere  of  his  investiga- 
tions will  include  the  White  Nile  as  far  south  as 
Gondokoro,  and  probably  beyond.  The  results  of  the 
survey  will  be  described  in  an  illustrated  work  to  be 
published  by  the  Egyptian  Government,  the  total  cost 
of  the  undertaking  being  met  by  a  grant  of  £3000 
spread  over  a  period  of  three  years. — The  Times. 


DECADENCE  OF  SALMON  RIVERS. 


John  Bici{eedtke,  in  "  Passing  Comments,"  alludes 
to  the  above  subject,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him  that 
"  the  dying  struggles  of  a  salmon  river  are  long  drawn 
out."  I  will  take  the  Test  as  a  case  in  point.  There 
can  be  no  possible  doubt  that  this  river  has  for  a 
number  of  years  past  been  slowly  but  surely  deteriorat- 
ing in  its  salmon  reaches,  and  I  think  those  who  know 
the  water  and  have  fished  it  in  years  past  will  cor- 
roborate what  I  write.  We  have  had  all  sorts  of 
theories  about  it,  but  I  think  J.  Bickerdyke  gives  a 
true  reason  when  he  attributes  the  falling  off  to  salmon 
not  running  up  owing  to  want  of  water  to  wash  away 
sewage  and  to  scour  shallows.  Regarding  the  Test, 
the  river  right  down  from  Romsey-road  bridge  to  the 
sea  has  countless  heavy  mud  banks,  all  of  them,  no 
doubt,  deeply  impregnated  by  sewage  from  the  town. 
This  has  been  increasing  steadily  for  years  past,  whilst 
the  run  of  salmon  has  been  decreasing  in  a  like  ratio, 
so  much  so  that  last  season,  on  one  salmon  stretch, 
every  fish  caught  by  the  lessee  must  have  made  a  big 
hole  in  £100.  I  very  much  fear  that  the  Test  as  a 
salmon  river  is  steadily  going  to  the  bad.  To  clear 
the  vast  accumulations  of  mud  would  mean  an 
enormous  expense.  Perhaps  artificial  breeding  might 
confer  some  little  benefit,  but  not  until  the  river  has 
been  thoroughly  cleansed.  It  is  an  odd  thing  that 
sewage  water  does  not  seem  to  affect  the  trout  in  the 
same  way  that  it  does  the  salmon  ;  in  fact,  the  former 
fish  seems  to  thrive  on  it ;  but  then  use  is  second 
nature.  One  can  readily  imagine  that  a  spring  fish 
straight  up  from  the  open  sea  turns  back  on  meeting 
polluted  water,  and,  if  not  caught,  makes  a  mental 
note  never  to  ascend  that  particular  river  again. — 
South-West  in  tlie  Field. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

664.  Alexander  Wilson  Funk,  of  Kingston-on- 
Thames.  "  Improved  fish  -  dressing 
machine." 

9020.  Fishing.  Patentee:  S.  Allcock,  Standard 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Arti- 
ficial bait.  In  bait  of  the  phantom  type 
the  tail  triangle  is  hooked  to  a  wire  attached 
to  the  head  swivel.  The  side  hooks  are 
hooked  to  the  fins. 
18,462.  Fishing- vessels.  Patentee  :  G.  H.  Birt,  Priory 
Lodge,  Milford  Haven,  Pembroke.  The 
gallows  of  a  trawler  is  placed  in  sockets 
secured  to  the  deck,  so  that  it  is  easily 
unshipped.  The  part  of  each  socket  may 
be  removed  to  allow  the  bolts  to  be  inserted 
easily.  A  guide-sheave  may  be  carried  by 
one  of  the  sockets. 
3904.    William  Moir  and  John  Robertson,  115,  St. 

Vincent-street,  Glasgow.  Improvements  in 
the  fixing  of  the  tops  or  lids  of  seamless 
tins  for  containing  preserved  meat,  fish,  and 
the  like,  and  in  the  dies  employed  therefor. 


betters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  for  Feb.  8,  under  "  Notes 
from  Lincolnshire,"  a  correspondent  says  that  the  trout 
fishing  on  Windermere  during  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May  is  bad  to  beat.  As  one  who  has  fished 
Windermere  for  a  number  of  years  under  all  sorts  of 
conditions  I  may  say  I  can  quite  agree  with  him,  and 
also  add  that  it  is  improving  year  by  year.  But  in 
my  opinion  the  heaviest  baskets  and  best  fish  will 
generally  be  got  in  June  with  the  May  Fly.  Of 
course,  there  are  seasons  when  it  may  be  on  earlier, 
but  as  a  rule  I  think  the  first  two  weeks  in  June  will 
be  about  the  best. — Yours  truly.  Rainbow. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  ASHBURTON-ON-DART. 

Deae  Sie,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  E.  E.  M.,"  the  Dart  fishing  can  be  got  at  best  at  Two- 
bridges,  where  there  is  a  nice  hotel  close  to  the  river 
kept  by  Mr.  Triniman,  who  makes  visitors  very  com- 
fortable. His  address  is  Twobridges  Hotel,  near 
Princetown.  G.W.R. 

The  charges  are  10s.  for  the  season,  or  2g.jper  day. 
The  trout  run  small,  but  fish  of  lib.  to  21b.  are  often 
caught ;  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the  fisherman. 
Wading  is  not  necessary.  If  the  weather  continues  as 
it  is  now,  the  early  season  will  be  good  ;  but  if  it 
comes  in  cold,  I  should  prefer  a  month  or  so  later. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Heaedeb. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


Deae  Sie,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  E.  E.  M.",  the  best  portion  of  the  Dart  to  my  mind 
is  on  the  Moor  at  Twobridges.  It  is  open  and  away 
from  the  crowd.  There  is  a  capital  hotel  at  Two- 
bridges,  close  to  the  river,  kept  by  Mr.  Triniman,  who 
makes  any  visitor  comfortable.  The  fish  are  small, 
but,  like  all  Dartmoor  trout,  sweet.  Wading  is  not 
necessary,  and  the  price  of  the  day  ticket  is  2s.,  with 
an  extra  6d.  for  trespass,  or  season  ticket  for  trout,  lOs., 
or  salmon,  to  include  trout,  20s. 

Princetown  (G.W.R.)  is  the  nearest  station,  and 
traps  await  all  trains,  or  a  note  to  Mr.  Triniman,  Two- 
bridges  Hotel,  near  Princetown,  Devon,  will  put 
matters  right. — Yours  faithfully,  W.  H. 


TROUT  FISHING  INJTHE  ARUN .WANTED. 

Deae  Sie, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  trout  fishing  in  the  Arun  between  Pul- 
borough  and  Arundel. — Yours  truly,     Fly  Fishes, 


FISHING  FOR  WRASSE. 
Deae  Sie, — The  ballan  wrasse  is  a  very  comely  fish, 
and  despite  his  reputation  for  being  of  no  value  for  the 
pot  deserves  the  occasional  attention  of  the  sea-angler, 
more  particularly  when  a  gale  of  wind  off  the  land 
makes  it  a  matter  of  grave  danger  to  put  off  in  a  boat 
for  the  customary  marks.  At  such  a  time  one  can 
select  a  ledge  of  rock  jutting  well  out  into  the  sea,  and 
there,  taking  up  as  comfortable  a  position  as  possible, 
angle  for  this  gaily-coloured  denizen  of  the  sea-weeds. 
Limpets  make  an  excellent  bait  for  him,  but  the  hook 
must  be  fine,  and  the  angler  quick  as  thought  in 
striking.  The  wrasse  will  calmly  remove  the  tender 
portion  of  a  limpet  from  your  hook  directly  the  bait  is 
in  the  water,  and  then  wait  serenely  until  you  hand 
him  down  a  fresh  one.  A  constant,  gentle  moving  of 
the  bait  up  and  down  generally  pins  him.  The  soft 
interior  of  crabs  makes  another  effective  bait,  but  this 
has  to  be  warped  on  the  hook  with  a  piece  of  worsted 
— a  very  unpleasant  job — and  I  have  caught  both  the 
ballan  and  sapphurine  wrasse  on  lug- worm  trailed  for 
pollack.  I  have  found  the  wrasse,  when  cooked  fresh 
from  the  water,  by  no  means  deserving  of  the  reproach 
generally  levelled  at  his  head  on  the  score  of  edibility  ; 
but  it  is  as  a  dernier  ressort,  when  tempests  dominate 
the  bay,  that  he  attains  his  maximum  importance  for 
the  amateur  sea-fisher  keen  for  practice. — Yours  truly, 

J.  P.  C. 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sie, — I  should  be  glad  if  one  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  inform  me — 

(1)  Is  there  any  good  trout  fishing  to  he  had  in  the 
river  Towey,  from  a  point  about  eight  miles  above 
Llandovery  to  a  point  sixteen  miles  above  that  town  ? 

(2)  From  whom  may  permission  to  fish  be  obtained  ? 

(3)  Are  there  any  roadside  inns  at  which  one  may 
put  up  ? — Yours  faithfully,  "  Eldnab." 


INNERLEITHEN  TWEED  SALMON  FISHING. 

Dear  Sie, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  James  Ander- 
son, who  describes  himself  as  a  keen  salmon  angler 
who  has  lived  on  the  banks  of  this  free  water  for  sixteen 


years,  and  who  "  should  "  therefore  know  something 
about  it,  gives  "  outsiders  "  a  very  glowing  description 
of  the  sport  to  be  had  in  thirty-five  miles  of  water 
round  Innerleithen ;  he  also  tells  us  how  well  this 
water  is  looked  after,  that  there  are  no  less  than 
twelve  bailiffs  who  patrol  it,  and  that  there  are  less 
than  thirty-five  men  on  this  stretch  who  fish  it  (for 
salmon),  and  that  in  good  seasons  every  pool  contains 
numerous  salmon,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are 
more  fish  in  three  pools  than  all  the  anglers  in  Inner- 
leithen. What  glorious  news — how  all  this  makes  the 
salmon  angler's  mouth  water.  Can  rooms  be  had  in 
Innerleithen  at  any  price?  Why  the  Dee  and  the 
Tay  are  not  in  it,  and  all  this  luxury  for  "  nothing." 
He  then  goes  on  to  say,  "some  strange  men"  put  in 
an  appearance  who  skim  their  Jock  Scotts  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  and  get  nothing — let  me  assure 
him  they  are  not  all  such  fools  as  he  takes  them  for 
(although  they  may  not  be  such  expert  anglers  as 
himself),  but  who  are,  at  any  rate,  able  to  distinguish 
fair  fishing  from  foul,  and  between  skimming  the 
surface  with  Jock  Scotts  and  dragging  the  bottom  with 
leaded  triangles.  He  is  quite  right  when  he  says,  "  No 
one  but  a  native  has  any  idea  of  this  Tweed  free 
water."  Surely  after  sixteen  years'  experience  in  those 
parts  he  must  have  seen  plenty  of  this  snatching  going 
on,  although  he  carefully  avoids  mentioning  it.  Has 
he  ever  taken  a  walk  down  to  the  weir  near  Walker- 
burn  (which  I  think  is  the  one  he  alludes  to)  in  the 
autumn  when  the  fish  are  running  up  and  seen  the 
way  the  "  natives  "  take  them  out  there  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  with  gaS  hooks,  that  alone  is  an  "  eye 
opener."  Bailiffs  usually  hunt  in  couples,  which  in 
this  case  means  two  to  every  six  miles  of  water.  How 
are  these  men,  however  anxious  they  may  be  to  do 
their  duty,  to  contend  with  a  far  greater  number  of 
"  snatchers  "  and  their  scouts  ? — the  thing  is  a  perfect 
farce.  When  Mr.  Anderson,  or  anyone  else,  can 
assure  us  that  this  state  of  things  has  come  to  an  end, 
and  that  the  fair  fisher  only  is  to  be  found  there,  and 
when  fish  have  forgotten  triangles  and  other  abomina- 
tions and  are  not  afraid  to  look  at  Jock  Scotts  or 
Silver  Greys,  then  brother  anglers  hasten  to  this 
paradise  and  lovely  water,  but  until  then  cave 
Tweedean  at  Innerleithen — which  means  waste  of 
time,  money,  and  patience. — -Yours  truly, 

Maech  Beown. 
P.S. — Mr.  Anderson  has  yet  to  tell  us  how  many 
verified  clean  fish  have  been  taken  this,  or  in  any  other, 
spring,  "  with  the  fiy,"  and  if  these  fish  in  the  three 
pools  are  kelts  or  otherwise. 


INNERLEITHEN  TWEED  SALMON  FISHING. 

Deae  Sib, — Referring  to  your  queries  anent  the 
condition  of  the  salmon  taken  here,  I  make  the  state- 
ment that  all  the  fish  caught  by  me  were  in  the  pink 
of  condition  except  one,  which  I  returned. — Yours 
truly,  James  Andeeson, 

Innerleithen.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


"SAD  STORY  OF  A  BIG  CATCH  OF  PIKE." 

Deae  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Arthur  Nop 
(has  your  imp  been  busy,  and  should  it  be  "  Neap  "  ?) 
does  not  respond  in  a  very  kindly  spirit  to  the  invita- 
tion extended  asking  for  more  information  on  this 
subject.  If  the  facts  stated  by  me,  which  were 
obtained  from  most  trustworthy  sources  and  were 
subject  to  close  investigation,  are  not  exact  I  am  open 
to  correction,  and  if  either  Mr.  Hibbert  or  :Mr.  Neap 
are  hurt  by  having  their  names  mentioned  I  am  really 
very  sorry.  But  why  should  they  be,  if  all  the  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  this  remarkable  catch  were 
fair  and  above  board  ?  Your  footnote,  however, 
appears  to  have  given  most  offence,  but  there  is  ample 
justification  for  it,  and  I  shall  endeavour  before  your 
next  issue  to  produce  evidence  that  will  satisfy  yourself 
that  some  of  the  fish,  at  any  rate,  found  purchasers  at 
6d.  a  pound  — Yours  truly,  "  Pike  Bait." 


BREAM  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 

Deae  Sir, — I  must  thank  you  and  Mr.  W.  S. 
Buddicom  for  the  information  re  Bordeaux.  May  I 
now  ask  if  any  of  the  many  readers  of  the  Fislmig 
Gazette  can  tell  me  where  I  can  obtain  good  bream 
fishing  (with  a  chance  of  a  specimen  fish)  in  Ireland  ? 
—Yours  truly,  W.  A.  Cahill. 

Richmond,  Surrey,  March  3. 


THAMES  SALMON. 

Deae  Sie, — We  should  be  looking  for  the  return  of 
the  last  year's  smolts,  in  the  shape  of  grilse,  from  the 
sea  very  shortly ;  and  I  see  that  a  fresh  batch  have 
been  committed  to  the  Thames.  IMeanwhile,  it  would 
be  sad  if  any  of  the  returned  visitants  should  be 
unannounced,  or  travel  incognito.  I  would  suggest 
that  a  reward — say  f  1  Is. — should  be  offered  for  each 
and  every  specimen  captured  above  London  Bridge 
•during  the  ensuing  spring  and  smnmer.  I  would 
willingly  subscribe. — Yours  truly, 

Nascott.  Geobge  Roopeb, 
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PORCELAIN  EOD  RINGS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  remember  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
of  1883  held  at  South  Kensington  seeing  some  china 
rings  on  some  native  rods  in  the  Japanese  section, 
which  I  thought  at  the  time  looked  very  nice  as  regards 
the  line  running  through  them,  but  they  looked  clumsy, 
and  fishermen  were  more  particular  then  as  to  the 
look  of  their  gear.  These  china  rings  were  also  fitted 
to  some  mode  of  casting-net  in  order  that  the  cords 
could  run  easily  through  the  extremities  of  the  net. 
I  tried  them  and  got  some  made,  but  found  that  they 
were  easily  broken  if  the  rod  should  fall  or  get  a  knock. 
I  then  tried  pearl  and  ivory ;  the  former  I  liked  much 
better  because  it  did  not  cut  like  the  ivory.  I  also 
tried  glass — this  was  not  so  easily  broken  as  china,  but 
I  found  it  wore  out  the  line  more  than  either,  so  I 
stuck  to  the  pearl. — Yours  truly,        W.  Heaedee. 

Plymouth. 


WANTED— AN  ANGLING  COMPANION. 

Deae  Sie, — Under  the  following  circumstances,  may 
I  solicit  your  good  offices  in  giving  publicity  to  a  bond 
fide  offer  by  means  of  your  valuable  paper,  which  has 
done  more  than  any  other  to  bring  brother  anglers  in 
touch  with  each  other  ? 

I  devote  nearly  the  whole  of  my  time  throughout 
the  year  to  the  gentle  art.  I  prefer  a  companion,  but 
I  cannot  alvyays  secure  one.  I  have  many  angling 
friends,  but  they  have  other  occupations  and  can  only 
snatch  a  day  now  and  then,  so  for  the  most  part  I  go 
alone. 

I  have  access  to  no  less  than  eight  trout  streams — 
three  of  them  are  Devonshire  rivers  of  repute,  and 
yield  an  occasional  salmon,  four  are  in  Somerset,  and 
one  in  Dorset.  Thus  I  have  the  opportunity  of  fishing 
at  least  ten  miles  of  preserved  trout  water,  without 
restriction  as  to  lure,  though  fly-fishing  is  my  favourite 
method.  Many  of  these  streams  fairly  swarm  with 
trout,  and  they  are  in  the  midst  of  most  enchanting 
scenery,  out  of  the  beaten  track,  where  you  may  wander 
with  your  rod  for  a  day  without  seeing  a  soul.  On  two 
separate  occasions  last  season  I  caught  two  brace  of 
trout  weighing  2^1b.  in  less  than  twenty  minutes  ;  my 
best  brace  was  31b.,  and  my  largest  individual  fish  31b. 
I  have  had  as  many  as  seven  consecutive  outings  with 
a  good  catch  every  time.  When  the  trout  season 
wanes  I  enjoy  in  other  directions  good  mixed  fishing 
amongst  pike,  perch,  roach,  and  dace. 

If  any  gentleman  would  like  to  give  the  fishing 
I  have  alluded  to  a  season's  trial,  I  am  sure  he  would 
not  regret  it,  and  I  am  willing  to  introduce  him  to  it. 
The  actual  angling  would  cost  him  nothing  but  the 
usual  rod  licence.  I  could,  moreover,  find  him  com- 
fortable quarters  in  the  midst  of  a  lovely  and  healthy 
district  and  a  veritable  angling  paradise. — Yours 
truly,  W.  L.  R. 

[We  do  not  know  Mr.  W.  L.  R.,  but  feel  sure  he  will 
not  be  short  of  angling  companions  in  future. — Ed.] 


PISH  PARASITES  AND  FINLAND. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  not  either  the  time  or  the 
scientific  knowledge  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
whether  uncooked  fish  is  a  medium  for  conveying 
tapeworm  and  other  parasites  into  the  human  body, 
but  I  can  assert,  from  a  thirty  years'  experience 
and  knowledge  of  Scandinavia,  where  raw  fish — sill, 
baring,  anchovis,  rokt  lax,  etc. — are  partaken  of  at 
almost  every  meal,  that  illness  from  these  parasites 
(Swedish,  "Binnike  Mask";  Zool.,  "Bothricephalus") 
is  very  general,  and  is  admitted  to  result  from  the 
habit  that  I  have  mentioned. 

At  the  same  time  I  may  say  that  illness  generally 
only  arises  from  a  long  continuation  of  the  habit,  and 
therefore  there  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any 
reason  why  passing  visitors  should  not  "  go  to  Scandi- 
navia and  do  as  Scandinavia  does"  without  any  fear 
of  unpleasant  consequences. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  my  experience  teaches  me  that 
strangers  rarely  enjoy  this  class  of  food,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  rokt  lax  (smoked  salmon). 

Knowing  Finland  well,  I  was  much  interested  in 
Mrs.  Renfors'  letter.  Imatra  is  one  of  the  most 
general  places  for  tourists  to  visit ;  let  me,  however, 
give  a  warning  to  intending  visitors,  and  that  is  to 
make  enquiries  as  to  whether  the  hotel  that  existed 
there  has  been  rebuilt — it  was  burnt  down  some  time 
ago.— Yours  truly,  "TheBaeon." 


SOMEBODY  WANTS  WHAT  WE  SHOULD 
MANY  OF  US  LIKE. 
Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "F.  W. 
Pox,  Royal  Hotel,  Weymouth,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Feb.  22,  re  fishing  for  large  trout  and  big  pike, 
I  can  strongly  recommend  him  to  try  Lough  Mask 
and  Corrib.  In  the  latter  there  are  plenty  of  salmon, 
and  both  loughs  are  free.  If  your  correspondent  will 
visit  the  spot  it  will  certainly  repay  him.  The  nearest 
railway  station  is  Ballinrobe,  which  is  about  seven 
miles  from  Clonbur,  and  cars  meet  the  trains  by 
appointment.  There  is  excellent  accommodation  at 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  which  is  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  between  the  two  loughs ;  the  proprietor,  Mr. 
John  Joyce,  J.P,,  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 


Last  year  I  visited  the  fishing  station  for  the  first 
time,  intending  staying  six  or  seven  days,  but  so  good 
was  the  sport  that  I  left  for  home  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  the  time  I  and  my 
friends  will  be  there  again. — Yours  truly, 
Manchester.  The  Office  Boy. 


THE  RIVER  SEVERN  AND  BIRMINGHAM 
ANGLERS. 

Deae  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  E.  B."  in  your  last  issue, 
upon  the  above  matter,  allow  me  to  state  that  it  was 
only  a  suggestion  of  mine  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear.  Your  correspondent  forgets  that  the  Shropshire 
Angling  Association  rent  both  land  and  water  on  the 
towing  path  side  of  the  Severn  from  Hampton  Lode 
to  up  above  Shrewsbury,  and  if  the  land  and  riparian 
owners  were  approached  in  the  district  mentioned  in 
my  notes,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  we  could  secure 
the  same  privileges  as  those  held  by  the  Shropshire 
Association,  who  rent  the  towing  path  side  of  the  rivei', 
and  have  prosecuted  anglers  for  fishing  the  river  with- 
out the  permit  and  licence  issued  by  the  latter  associa- 
tion.— Y'ours  truly,  C.  White. 

Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  your  corre- 
spondent "  B.  B."  published  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  he  will  perhaps  allow  me  to  say  that 
while  he  is  quite  right  in  stating  that  Severn  anglers 
may  fish  for  and  take  coarse  fish  (which  include 
grayling)  without  any  licence  so  to  do,  he  is  altogether 
wrong  in  assuming  that  anyone  can  fish  and  take  fish 
in  the  Severn  (bar  trout  and  salmon)  without  authority, 
provided  there  is  a  right  of  way  through  the  meadows. 

He  also  says  the  Birmingham  anglers  own  lawsuits 
have  proved  this  beyond  doubt. 

In  the  first  place  I  am  quite  sure  he  cannot  isoint  to 
a  single  case  where  it  has  been  proved  that  anglers 
have  the  right  to  fish  any  part  of  the  Severn  for  coarse 
fish.  Neither  does  possession  of  a  trout  or  salmon 
licence  give  the  holder  a  tithe  of  right  "  to  fish " 
without  permission  or  ownership,  any  part  of  the 
fishery.    The  licence  only  gives  authority  "to  take." 

The  fishery  of  the  Severn,  above  the  lower  tidal 
waters,  and  its  tributaries  is  a  private  fishery  belonging 
to  the  riparian  owners,  neither  footpaths,  towing  paths, 
highways,  bridges,  being  navigable  or  tidal,  make  any 
difTerence. 

Neither  can  the  public  assume  a  right,  where  angling 
has  been  allowed  without  let  or  hindrance  for  many 
years,  the  ownership  still  remains. 

Should  the  Birmingham  clubs  succeed  in  renting  a 
stretch  of  the  Severn  at,  say,  Hampton  Lode,  or  else- 
where, it  would,  of  course,  be  to  their  advantage  to 
protect,  and  as  often  as  possible  restock,  the  water. 

The  Worcester,  Malvern,  Kempsey  and  Severn 
Stoke,  and  Upton-on-Severn  Angling  Societies  all  rent 
and  strictly  protect  long  stretches  of  the  Severn  for 
the  use  of  their  members. — Yours  faithfully, 

Louis  F.  Higqs, 
Hon.  Sec.  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers. 

20,  Bridge-street,  Worcester. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  LEWIS. 
Dear  Sie, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  could 
give  me  any  information  about  the  sea  trout  fishing  in 
Lewis  early  in  April — such  as  where  to  stay,  prospects 
of  sport,  etc.  ?  I  know  North  and  South  Uist  well, 
but  have  never  yet  fished  in  Lewis.  Do  you  know 
anything  of  the  hotel  at  Garrynahine  ? — Yours  truly, 

H.  B.  Hill. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  GLASGOW 
DISTRICT  WANTED. 
Deae  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  put 
me  in  the  way  of  getting  an  occasional  day  with  the 
trout  in  the  Glasgow  district,  say  within  thirty  miles? 
I  shall  have  occasional  days  to  spare,  and  would  be 
delighted  to  put  my  time  in  at  my  favourite  sport. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  S.  Clinch. 


MONSTER  TAY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  in  your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  a  correspondent  asks  if  there  is  any  record 
of  a  701b.  salmon  ever  having  been  killed  in  the  Tay. 
Perhaps  the  following  may  interest  him. 

A  member  of  the  Athole  family  some  time  in  the 
early  years  of  the  1800's  was  fishing  on  the  Tay  at  a 
pool  called  the  Fernyhaugh,  about  three  miles  above 
Dunkeld.  He  there  hooked  a  fish  on  the  fly,  and  after 
playing  it  from  the  boat  for  several  hours,  landed  it  at 
the  Cottar  Park  Pool,  fully  a  mile  below  the  town. 

My  father  was  present  and  saw  the  fish  landed,  and 
also  saw  it  weighed  in  the  town,  when  it  turned  the 
scale  at  over  721b.  There  was  a  rough  wooden  model 
made  of  it  at  the  time,  but  since  1882  all  trace  of  it 
has  been  lost.  I  have  often  heard  my  father  and  the 
late  Mr.  Charles  Crearer,  who  was  head  gamekeeper 
to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  talk  about  this  fish.  Mr. 
Crearer's  father  was  the  fisherman  who  gaffed  it. 

And  now  for  another  big  Tay  fish.  In  the  spring  of 
1872  the  late  Willie  Duff,  fisherman  to  the  Athole 
family,  was  one  morning  rowing  his  boat  up  to  the 


top  of  his  beat  when  he  saw  a  large  fish  hanging  in 
the  easy  water  at  the  tail  of  a  pool.  Dropping  his 
oa,rs  he  quickly  slipped  the  gaff  into  it,  and  after  a 
stiff  tussle,  aided  by  some  workmen  who  pulled  the 
boat  to  the  bank,  the  fish  was  landed,  and  a  "  veritable 
monster  "  it  was. 

Hearing  about  it  in  the  afternoon  I  went  in  search, 
but  could  only  find  the  tail  half  of  the  fish.  This  had 
been  cut  off  close  behind  the  back  fin,  and  when  I 
had  it  weighed  it  turned  the  scale  at  35Jlb.  I  offered 
the  party  a  sovereign  if  he  could  procure  the  other 
half  so  that  I  could  weigh  it  and  have  the  fish 
measured,  but  unfortunately  it  had  been  cut  up  and 
distributed. 

The  fish  was  a  spent  male  slightly  diseased  about 
the  head.  Now  what  was  the  weight  o£  this  fish  when 
he  went  up  in  the  autumn  to  spawn  ?  I  should  say 
nearer  901b.  than  801b. 

Although  this  fish  was  not  killed  with  the  fly,  it  at 
least  proves  that  veritable  monsters  do  occasionally 
frequent  the  river  Tay. — Yours  truly, 

67,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh.         R.  Anderson. 

[Very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Anderson  for  this  very 
interesting  note. — Ed,] 


PISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  noticed  an  advertisement  in  the_ 
Fisliimj  Gazette  for  the  past  week  or  two  of  M.  A. 
Heck,  Hotel  des  Ardennes,  Diekirch,  and  have  written 
for  his  prospectus  and  particulars,  which,  of  course, 
appear  rather  enticing.  I  should  be  inclined  to  go 
over  there  for  a  few  weeks  in  April,  but  before  doing 
so  would  like  to  know  a  little  more  about  the  trouc 
fishing,  that  is,  whether  it  is  really  worth  going  for, 
as  that  would  be  my  chief  object.  I  am,  therefore, 
writing  to  ask  you  whether  you  perhaps  know  any- 
thing about  it,  and  if  so,  whether  you  would  be  kind 
enough  to  tell  me  whether  you  think  it  is  worth 
going  for. 

I  should  feel  extremely  obliged  to  you,  and  must 
ask  you  kindly  to  excuse  my  troubling  you,  but  I  do 
not  know  who  else  to  ask. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Rod. 

[If  I  could  get  away  I  would  certainly,  from  all  I 
have  heard,  go  to  try  the  fishing  and  the  Hotel  des 
Ardennes.  Perhaps  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette' 
who  has  been  there  will  kindly  give  us  a  brief  note  on 
the  subject. — Ed.] 

A  FEW  INTERESTING  ITEMS. 

Deae  Sie, — A  pike  of  27Jlb.  was  taken  iu  Hampton 
deeps  in  1878. 

A  pike  of  801b.  was  caught  with  the  fly  in  Lough 
Erne  in  1878. 

A  pike  of  3Glb.  was  caught  by  Mr.  F.  Thorns,  of 
Norwich,  at  Scoulton  Mere  in  1880. 

A  pike  of  3Glb.  was  caught  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine  at 
Leeds  Castle,  Kent,  in  1877. 

First  piscatorial  meeting  held  in  England  in  1861. 

A  trout  of  111b.  14oz.  caught  at  Chertsey  io  1879. 

A  trout  of  121b.  caught  at  Hambledon  in  1883. 

A  trout  of  151b.  caught  in  Marlow  Weir  Pool  in  1803. 

A  trout  of  161b.  caught  at  Reading  in  1880. 

Fishing  Gazette  started  in  1877. 

Fishery  congress  opened  at  Albert  Hall  in  1888. 

A  codfish  of  1081b.  was  caught  in  the  English 
Channel  on  May  1,  1885. 

Thames  netting  between  Richmond  and  Staines 
abolished  in  1860. 

A  turbot  of  1601b.  was  caught  off  Jutland  in  1879. 

1,7651b.  of  fish  were  weighed  in  by  the  Piscatorial 
Society  in  1876. 

Largest  Thames  perch,  41b.,  caught  at  Sunbury  in 
1879. 

A  carp  of  141b.  lOoz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Nuthall,  of 
Kingston,  in  1880. 

A  perch  of  51  b.  was  caught  at  Upware  in  1879. 

A  barbel  of  161b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Dodd  in  the 
Lea  in  1880. 

A  bream  of  lljlb.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Cremer  at 
Beeston  Regis  in  1879. 

A  chub  of  51b.  14oz.  was  caught  near  St.  Neots  in 
1878. 

A  rudd  of  31b.  9oz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  G.  Lambert 
in  1876. 

A  salmon  of  481b.  was  caught  in  the  Usk  in  1877. 

A  salmon  of  21|lb.  wascaughtat  Shepperton  in  1812. 

An  eel  of  51b.  14oz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Wash  at 
Staines  in  1880. 

A  roach  of  21b.  12oz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Lockwood 
in  the  Avon  in  1879. 

A  roach  of  31b.  IJoz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Hatch  in 
the  Lea  in  1875. 

A  roach  of  31b.  2oz.  was  caught  at  Radford  by  Mr. 
Colling  in  1880. 

Thames  Riparian  Owners'  Association  formed  in 
1884. 

Thames  Conservancy's  rights  confirmed  by  James  I. 
in  1604. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Blarney  caught  1101b.  12oz.  of  bream  and 
barbel  in  1888. 
Frank  Buckland,  naturalist,  died  on  Dec.  19,  1880. 
Izaak  Walton  died  on  Dec.  15,  1683. — Yours  truly, 

GOESO. 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  189.] 

The  FiSHr^o  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  ))e 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  tor  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  ilARSTON,  Editf>r  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHlNa 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
oidy,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   

Six  Months         ditto  ditto  ... 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto   

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements, 

One  Page   

Half  Page  .'.  "|      '■*  *^* 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  !!r'  '  iif   "  ' 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column      cols,  to 
page).  ^ 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  In  case  of  death  when 
travelhng,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  Utter  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  letter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


io«.  ed. 

6s.  4d. 

2s.  Sd. 

12s.  6<J. 


£7  7 
3  15 
2  2 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  FisJiing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  the  28th.  All  communications 
and  advertisements  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 


SATUEDAT,  MAECH  15th,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner. 
One  of  the  most  delightful  annual  dinners  in  the 
history  of  the  club  was  that  which  the  American 
Ambassador  presided  over  so  admirably  last  Tues- 
day evening.  A  report  will  be  found  in  another 
column. 


The  Dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  is  another  capital  chair- 
man, and  under  his  command  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  had  a  real  good  time  on  Wednesday 
evening. 


The  New 


Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's 
Association. 
On  another  page  will  be  found  a  list  of  gentlemen 
interested  in  Norwegian  salmon  angling  who  have 
recently  formed  themselves  into  an  association 
entitled  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Associa- 
tion. A  glance  at  the  names  will  show  what  an 
important  and  influential  body  it  already  is,  and 
I  hear  that  already  there  is  talk  of  the  necessity  for 
an  entrance  fee  being  established.  The  chief  object 
of  the  association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation 
between  its  members  in  everything  affecting  their 
interests.  I  believe  it  will  "be  not  only  a  good 
thing  for  the  members  but  also  for  Norway,  as  it 
will  tend  to  do  away  with  that  scrambling  and 
gambling  for  Norwegian  salmon  fishings  which 
threatened  to  ruin  them  all  in  time. 


The  Orfe. 

I  asked  Mr.  Jaffe  kiadly  to  give  me  a  few 
particulars  about  the  orfe  or  golden  orfe,  a  hand- 
some fish  somewhat  like  a  dace  in  shape. 

A  good  many  years  ago  I  put  a  few  quite  small 


ones  and  one  about  Jib.  into  a  small  lake.  Soon 
afterwards  my  wife  said  it  was  a  shame  to  put  such 
lovely  little  fish  in  where  there  were  pike.  "  They 
are  orphans  already — a  horrid  jack  swallowed  the 
mother  this  afternoon."  The  orphans  soon  followed 
their  lamented  parent  1 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  golden  orfe  {Idus 
Melancthus)  (var  miyiiatus)  is  an  exceedingly  pretty 
fish  of  bright  copper  colour,  rather  a  slow  grower 
after  the  second  year  (two  year  olds  are  generally 
from  three  to  four  inches  long)  and  does  not  often 
exceed  3oz.  to  4oz.  in  weight,  even  as  an  aged  fish. 
They  are  non-sporting  and  live  on  much  the  same 
food  as  carp.  They  are  prolific  spawners  and 
prefer  to  put  their  eggs  (in  April  generally)  on 
rootlets  and  submerged  plants  near  the  inlets  and 
outlets  of  ponds.  They  hatch  very  quickly,  generally 
in  eight  to  twelve  days. 

"  The  young  fry  are  of  bright  gun-metal  colour 
and  swim  in  swarms  near  the  surface  just  like  the 
old  fish  do.  They  are  therefore  very  ornamental 
in  ponds,  but  herons  and  other  robbers  take  a  heavy 
toll  on  them,  they  being  so  very  conspicuous.  They 
do  not  do  well  in  open  rivers.  The  fish  is  very  bony 
and  I  should  say  not  particularly  good  eating. 

"  I  think  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  Lines.,  keeps 
the  orfe  in  England. — Yours  truly,  "  S.  J.'" 

Does  Herr  Jafle  mean  by  "non-sporting"  that 
they  are  no  good  as  an  angler's  fish  ?  I  should  say 
it  was  as  good  as  dace  or  chub,  but  not  like  trout. 


the  notice  of 
paper,  and  think 


Messrs.  Churchman's  Capital  Tortoise-shell 
Mixture. 

Messrs.  Churchman,  who  are  good  anglers,  write 
as  follows : — 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  We  have  se 
Tortoise-shell  Mixture  in  your 
you  must  have  got  hold  of  a  tin  of  the  '  medium 
strength.'  We  send  you  herewith  a  tin  of  the 
mildest  form,  which  is  by  no  means  strong,  and  as 
we  think  it  may  do  us  harm  if  the  public  get  an 
idea  that  the  mixture  is  too  strong,  we  think 
perhaps,  after  trying  this  tin,  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  give  us  another  notice. — Yours  faithfully, 
"  W.  A.  &  A.  C.  Churchman." 

The  sample  sent  is  as  mild  as  it  is  sweet  and 
fragrant.  I  ought  to  have  remembered  that  my 
friend  who  spoke  so  highly  of  the  tin  of  medium 
which  I  sent  to  him  prefers  a  very  mild  tobacco. 

A  Pleasant  Note  from  an  American  Subscriber 

"  New  Britain,  Conn.,  U.S.A. 
"  Feb.  26,  1902. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Your  Fishing  Gazette  gives  me  so 
much  pleasure  that  I  cannot  do  without  it.  I 
therefore   enclose   postal   order  for   12s.  6d.  to 
continue  my  subscription  another  year. — Yours,  etc., 
"  Chas.  H.  Beaton." 


up  here- 
in a  small 


What  Fish  are  They  ? 
"  Dear  Sir,— Two  trout  (?)  are  sent 
with,  caught  last  evening  (March  4) 
stream  called  the  Alaw  in  this  district. 

"  We  are  uncertain  what  these  fish  really  are, 
whether  sea  trout,  or  salmon  smolts,  or  what 
The  Alaw  is  a  small  brown  trout  stream,  where 
salmon  run  up  only  to  spawn  in  November,  and 
occasionally,  on  rare  large  spates,  a  few  sea  trout 
have  been  met  with  in  September,  onee  in  ten 
years  or  so.  The  fish  now  sent  up  took  the  fly,  and 
are  met  with  in  lower  reaches  of  the  river  amongst 
crowds  of  ordinary  smolts  weighing  four  to  six  to 
the  poimd.  Can  the  fish  sent  for  your  inspection 
be  kelt  sea-trout?  as  it  looks  as  if  they  came 
down  the  river.  The  sea  is  close  at  hand.  Your 
authoritative  decision  in  this  matter  will  be 
awaited  with  interest. — Yours  truly, 

"  Holyhead."  "  E.  J.  Edwards. 

I  sent  the  two  fish  on  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger, 
F.E.S.,  with  a  note  saying  I  felt  sure  they  were 
kelt  sea-trout,  and  he  says  :  "  I  quite  agree  with 
you,  the  fish  are  undoubtedly  kelt  sea-trout." 


Great  Strength  of  Mind  of  the  People  of 
Wareham. 

"  In  -view  of  the  vaccination  epidemic,  the  little 
churchyard  of  Worth  Matravers,  near  Wareham,  is 
just  now  an  interesting  spot  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  lie  the  remains  of  Benjamin  Jesty,  who, 
according  to  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone,  was 
the  first  person  known  to  experiment  with  cow-pox 
inoculation.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  at 
the  present  time  there  is  li^-ing  at  Worth  Matravers 


a  man  whose  mother  was  vaccinated  by  J  esty.  The 
inscription  on  Benjamin  Jesty's  tombstone,  which 
is  distinctly  decipherable,  reads  as  follows : — 
'  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Benjamin  Jesty  (of 
Downshay),  who  departed  this  life,  April  16,  1816, 
aged  79  years.  He  was  bom  at  Yetminster,  in  this 
county,  and  was  an  upright,  honest  man,  particu- 
larly noted  for  having  been  the  first  person  (known) 
that  introduced  the  cow-pox  by  inoculation,  and 
who  from  his  gi-eat  strength  of  mind  made  the 
experiment  from  the  (cow)  on  his  wife  in  the  year 
1774.' " 

Another  inhabitant  of  this  charming  district 
exhibited  equal  strength  of  mind,  as  on  being 
suddenly  asked  by  a  young  lady  cyclist  in  bloomers 
if  that  was  the  way  to  Wareham,  replied,  "  Maybe, 
but  my  old  'ooman  don't  wear  'em  that  way." 


Fishing  in  Wales,  and  "  The  Fame  of  your 
Authority." 

"  Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  name 
two  or  three  places  in  Wales,  north  or  south,  where 
good  salmon,  sewin,  and  trout  fishing  can  be  had 
cheap,  and  which  would  also  be  a  tolerable  place 
for  one  with  a  small  family  and  limited  means  to 
settle  down  permanently. 

"  The  fame  of  your  authority  on  piscatory 
matters  has  prompted  me  to  address  you  on  this 
subject. — Yours  truly,  "  Wm.  Steele. 

"4,  Birchley-street, 

"  St.  Helen's,  Lancashire." 

That's  not  bad — Mr.  Steele  knows  how  to  fish. 
I  have  mentioned  one  or  two  places  where  I  should 
like  to  settle  for  a  time,  but  I  hope  some  one  who 
has  fished  in  Wales  more  recently  than  I  have  will 
also  reply  to  this  query.  Welsh  fishing  is  not  what 
it  ought  to  be  except  in  strictly  preserved  waters. 


Innerleithen. 

An  Edinburgh  salmon  angler,  in  a  private  note, 
says :  "  May  I  say  that  I  think  your  note  re 
Innerleithen  goes  too  far.  Some  very  decent  fish, 
especially  small  sized  ones,  find  their  way  up  to 
and  beyond  Innerleithen  in  October." 

I  was,  of  course,  referring  to  the  spring  fishing. 
I  am  glad  to  put  in  this  note  as  I  have  no  wish  to 
be  unfair  to  Innerleithen  or  its  salmon ;  my  only 
object  is  to  get  correct  information  for  anglers  who 
are  thinking  of  visiting  that  place. 


Extraordinary  Capture  of  Pike  and  Eel. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  wonder  it  you  or  some 
of  your  numerous  readers  ever  had  the  same  experi- 
ence like  I  had  last  week  at  Hornsea  Mere.  I  was 
spinning  for  pike  and  struck  a  fish.  When  playing 
him — he  was  very  wild — I  noticed  something 
moving  rapidly  on  his  side,  sometimes  touching 
the  line.  At  last  I  saw  that  an  eel  was  attached 
to  the  pike  1  The  eel  was  kept  stuck  by  its  neck, 
so  to  speak,  in  the  pike's  gill.  On  the  lower  side 
of  the  gUl  cover  protruded  the  eel's  head  and  one 
inch  of  its  body,  and  about  two  inches  stuck  between 
the  sharp  rows  of  pins  in  the  giUs,  but  the  rest  of 
the  eel  laid  along  the  pike's  body,  rather  scratchy 
looking. 

The  pike  weighed  131b.  and  the  eel  about  lib. 
Is  it  not  rather  early  for  eels  ?  But  Hornsea  Mere 
is  a  rather  mysterious  bit  of  water.  Two  years 
ago,  three  days  before  Christmas,  I  caught  an  eel 
of  2^1b.  when  live  baiting  for  pike.  I  am  now  return- 
ing to  Hornsea,  and  would  be  delighted  to  have 
you  there.    The  pike  take  a  spinning-bait  nicely. 

My  best  fish,  so  far,  weighed  181b.  I  caught 
him  with  a  small  roach,  spinning  with  Jardine 
snap.  It  took  me  about  ten  minutes  to  land — 
went  under  my  boat  three  times,  and  tried  my  light 
rod  and  fine  silk  line  and  trace  rather  severeh',  but 
Walbran  always  sends  me  the  best  of  tackle,  and  I 
landed  him  at  last.  Should  you  be  able  to  come 
I  would  be  delighted. — Yours  sincerely, 

F.  Schroeder. 
P.S. — The  man  to  whom  I  gave  the  eel  said  it 
was  delicious. 

Mr.  Schroeder's  experience  is  certainly  an  extra- 
ordinary one.  Some  years  ago,  when  fishing  with 
Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth,  he  pointed  out  a  pike 
to  me  which  had  something  in  its  mouth.  I  cast 
my  phantom  beyond  the  fish,  and  in  passing  it  it 
caught  on  the  eel — for  that  was  what  the  pike  had 
across  its  mouth— and  the  pike  allowed  me  to 
draw  him  nearly  to  the  bank  before  he  would  let 
go.  I  hope  some  day  to  have  a  turn  ■with  ^Ir. 
Schroeder  at  Hornsea  ]Mere,  as  I  know  I  shall 
learn  something.  K.  B.  M.\rston. 
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"SPEING  SALMON  FISHING." 
SPINNING  FEOM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  162.) 

Fish  love  Glenlyon  Pass  with  its  narrow,  deep 
and  eddying  pools,  some  of  which  are  very  deep, 
and  =  in  which  the  water  has  burrowed  far  from 
sight  underneath  the  rocks.  Here  the  salmon 
dweir  secure  from  frost  and  ice  during  the  un- 
certain month  of  Februarj^  and  it  is  sometimes 
well  into  March  before  they  will  finally  leave  these 
haunts  to  venture  their  journey  to  the  broader  and 
shallower  pools  above,;  by  which  time  they  are, 
perhaps,  quite  tiredjof  minnow  lures,  but  are  ripe 
and  ready  victims  only  awaiting  the  coming  of  the 
skilful  fly  fisher. 

One  of  the  great  charms  of  the  river  is  the  ever- 
varying  rotation  in  which  it  brings  the  different 
pools  into  ply.  For  instance,  a  spate  that  would 
cause  a  six  foot;  rise  in  the  pass  andirob  you  of 
most,  or,  at  any  rate,  many,  of  your  chances  here 


The  Pulfit  I'ooi,.    My  (tillie,  MacLeish, 


is  sufficient  to  give  only  a  lively  swirl  to  the  pools 
below. 

One  peep  at  the  river  is  enough  for  the  old 
stager  to  decide  him  as  to  which  way  to  face.  If 
it  ia  very,  very  low,  he  will  be  off  up  the  Glen  to 
the  Elm  Tree  or  to  the  Pulpit,  where  the 
water  is  said  to  be  as  deep  as  in  any  pool  between 
here  and  Perth.  But,  be  the  water  high  or  low, 
we  will  go  upwards  to-day  that  I  may  show  you 
the  Pulpit.  Have  with  you,  ready  to  hand,  a 
few  pence  to  give  in  response  to  the  appeal  of  the 
women  gipsies  whom  we  are  likely  to  meet.  You 
will  get  in  return  for  each  a  smile  and  a  curtsey, 
and  if  that  does  not  satisfy  you  take  a  look  at 
their  men ;  notice  their  scornful  unconsciousness 
of  what  is  transpiring  under  their  uplifted  noses. 

On  seeing  the  Pulpit  Pool  you  cannot  help 
but  wonder  how  many  ages  must  have  passed  since 
first  the  river  ran  the  course  provided  for  it  at  the 
last  great  upheaval.  You  can  easily  see  how 
changed  it  is  from  what  it  must  have  been,  and 
you  ask  yourself  what  can  have  excavated  the 
narrow  channels  to  such  a  depth  through  solid 
rock.    The  sides  look  as  though  they  had  been 


pared  by  some  huge  cheese-cutter,  pressed  down  to 
great  depths  by  a  Titan's  hand.  When  the  spate 
comes,  you  get  your  answer ;  the  penny  is  in  the 
slot,  and  the  whole  machine  is  put  in  motion. 
Innumerable  stones  are  working,  twirling,  and 
grooving  in  innumerable  holes,  and  the  grit  that 
comes  from  these  rough  lathes  of  Nature  goes 
washing  down  to  fulfil  its  mission  elsewhere.  And 
so  the  work  goes  on,  slowly,  yet  svurely  ;  so  slowly 
that  no  one  lives  to  note  its  progress. 

Having  obtained  from  the  photo  an  outline  of 
the  pool,  look  again  t )  see  my  gillie  standing  to 
show  you  where  he  and  others  stand  to  fish.  It  is 
not  over  easy  to  find  Mac  in  the  photo  which  I 
have  before  me,  and,  perhaps,  it  will  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  do  so  in  the  reproduction  ;  but  try,  please, 
for  he  is  there,  in  the  pulpit,  whence  this  pool  is  so 
aptly  named,  and  whence  it  can  most  easily  be 
fished.  So  easy,  indeed,  is  its  fishing  from  here, 
and  so  secure  the  position,  that  it  is  to  this  spot 
that  the  gouty  man's  chair  could  be  brought,  for, 
verily,  he  shall  as  easily  fish  here  as  in  the  tub  in 
his  room. 


Fishing.  A  Wee  Bit  oe  th 


You  can  sit  and  pay  your  bait  down  the  rushing 
off-side  and  bring  it  back  between  the  eddy  and 
the  stream,  then  down  and  back,  searching  a  little 
more  of  the  eddy ;  and  yet  again,  exploring  close  to 
the  rock  on  the  near  side. 

From  the  high  overhanging  rocks  on  the  left  of 
the  fisherman,  your  gillie,  or  yourself,  if  another  is 
working  the  rod,  may,  at  times,  learn  much  of  the 
movements  of  salmon  when  they  are  under  the 
influence  of  temptation. 

In  February  this  spot  may  be  said  to  be  full  of 
waiting  fish,  and  they  must  all  see  your  bait,  except- 
ing those  that  are  deep  in  the  tunnel,  and,  should 
they  demonstrate  by  movements,  as  I  have  seen 
them  do,  the  various  effects  produced  on  them  by 
a  spinning  lure  or  a  Jock  Scot,  you  have  the 
valuable  opportunity  of  peeping  straight  down  on 
them  and  witnessing  all  their  tricks.  Quite  sud- 
denly a  flash  will  illumine  the  dark  water  and 
attract  your  eye,  only  to  disappear,  perhaps,  before 
you  have  outlined  the  cause.  The  most  that  you 
can  say  of  it  is,  "  Surely  that  must  have  been  a 
fish."  The  next  may  be  a  bolder  one  or  more 
inquisitive,  more  playful,  in  a  greater  temper,  or  a 


really  hungry  fish.  The  bolder  fish  will  come  up 
and  follow  the  bait  for  yards,  time  after  time,  just 
to  prove  to  himself,  or  to  his  comrades,  how  easily 
he  "  could  an  he  would  "  ;  or  it  may  be  that  he  is 
merely  anxious  to  see  more  closely  the  curiosity 
that  you  are  offering  to  him. 

I  deeply  sympathise  with  the  playful  fish  that 
never  meant  anything  but  just  to  give  your  fly  a 
flap  with  his  tail  and  gets  hooked  by  that  appendage. 
Fancy  his  disadvantage  !  Useless  it  is  for  him,  at 
any  rate,  to  open  his  mouth  and  shake  his  head,  or 
to  try  that  nasty  jag,  jag  that  some  salmon  indulge 
in  as  they  go  about  the  bottom.  He  cannot  even 
rub  his  nose  at  a  profit. 

Yes,  I  am  really  sorry  for  the  salmon  that  gets 
hooked  when  he  meant  only  a  bit  of  fun,  and  if  he 
be  quite  a  fresh-run  fish  and  over  201b.  in  weight, 
perhaps  one  ought  to  put  him  back, 

"  I  weep  for  you,"  the  walrus  said, 
"  I  deeply  sympathise." 

With  sobs  and  tears  he  sorted  out  H 

Those  of  the  larger  size. 
Ford  had  one  thus  hooked,  soon  after  this  year's 


IE  Lovely  Road  that  faithfully  follows  the 
BivKB  from  Its  Rise  to  Its  Fall. 

opening.  He  told  me  "  the  fish  was  only  trying  to 
drown  the  minnow."  However,  the  fish  gave  him 
so  much  fun  that  he  had  not  the  heart  to  put  him 
back  and  have  a  try  for  his  other  end. 

When  the  hungry  fish  moves,  his  flash  will 
instantly  develop  into  shape  and  wide-open  mouth 
that  closes  on  the  lure,  and  then,  with  another 
flash  of  his  silvery  side,  he  will  disappear  again 
into  the  depths. 

Then  there  are  the  coy,  shy,  undecided  fish 
which  deserve  consideration,  as  you  may  readily 
learn  while  watching  from  this  spot.  The  hungry 
you  may  take  by  storm,  but  the  others  must  be 
laid  siege  to. 

To  the  shy  we  will  offer  all  we  have,  and  refuse 
to  take  their  "  no,"  preferring  to  persevere  even  to 
obstinacy,  knowing  full  well  that  the  most  coy 
will  at  some  time  be  willing,  and  that  the  un- 
decided may  be  shown  something  that  will  deter- 
mine their  fate. 

I  have  proved  to  my  own  satisfaction,  more 
than  once,  that  while  a  fish  may  have  repeatedly 
refused  a  particular  bait  spun  over  him  in  the 
recognised  orthodox  manner  by  the  best  of  fishers, 
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he  has  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  the  same  bait  cutting 
capers  at  the  instance  of  some  novice.  An  amusing 
example  of  this  I  shall  perhaps  find  room  for  in 
my  next  paper. 

Experience  teaches  that  in  fishing,  as  in  other 
matters,  the  utmost  should  be  made  of  our  oppor- 
tunities. To  do  so,  we  must  first  endeavour  to 
comprehend  the  possibilities  that  the  particular 
opportimity  offers,  and  then  set  to  work  in  such  a 
manner  as  is  likely  to  bring  greatest  reward  for  our 
careful  handling  of  what  should  be  profitable 
moments. 

I  will  now  tell  you  in  precise  terms  how  I  fish 
the    Pulpit    Pool.     It    does    not    follow    that  { 
because  it  is  easy  to  fish  the  easiest  way  is  there- 
fore the  best.  ! 

I  never  could  submit  to  fish  from  the  raised  j 
platform  on  which  my  gillie  stands,  as,  although  I 
the  fish  cannot  see  you  while  they  are  at  the  j 
bottom,  they  have  plenty  of  opportunity  of  so  I 


after  each  draw  about  six  inches,  using  your  top 
joint  to  accentuate  the  rise,  the  fall  and  the  spin- 
ning of  the  bait. 

Try  another  bait  before  flashing  your  rod  over 
the  water ;  a  variation  in  size,  merely,  is  sometimes 
as  effective  as  a  change  from  artificial  to  natural. 
Having  done  all  you  can,  without  success,  proceed 
to  search  the  next  nearest  portion,  by  casting  your 
bait  to  your  right,  and  bringing  it  gently  over  the 
stream  to  your  left,  first  with  a  regular  draw  and 
next  with  such  a  draw  that  half  of  the  line  taken 
is  allowed  to  slide  back  again  through  the  rings. 

Search  half  the  pool  in  this  way,  and  then 
change  your  bait  and  repeat  your  efforts  over  the 
same  ground.  Next  do  the  other  half  with  like 
care,  when  surely  your  labour  will  be  rewarded, 
even  though  it  be  not  until  you  ai-e  quite  at  the 
tail,  not  only  of  the  pool,  but  also  of  your  persever- 
ance. I  will  now  tell  you  how  to  deal  with  a 
Pulpit  hooked  fish. 


Have  no  anxiety,  he  must  return,  and  will  do  so 
all  the  quicker  for  your  not  pulling  on  him.  It  is 
his  turn  now  to  have  his  way,  but  it  will  be  yours 
when  he  comes  back  to  the  open  and  is  under  your 
rod.  Eemember  then  that  an  uplifted  rod  cannot 
break  your  tackle,  and  that  the  greater  the  strain 
the  quicker  the  issue,  thereby  lessening  the  risks  of 
his  managing  to  leave  by  the  other  end  and  going 
down  stream,  whence  there  would  be  but  little  hope 
of  his  coming  back. 

When  your  fish  is  so  nearly  ready  for  the  gaff 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  further  rushes,  but  has  still 
life  enough  to  stem  the  current,  you  must  ascend 
the  high  rock  and  stand  there  in  such  a  position  as 
will  best  enable  you  to  bring  him  to  the  spur  of 
rock  which  is  shown  in  the  photo,  where  your  gUIie 
will  be  waiting  to  relieve  you  of  further  anxiety  by 
successfully  gaffing  him. 

I  will  hope  that  you  may  be  thus  fortunate  in, 
possibly,  your  first  efibrt  in  a  pulpit,  and  that  your 


MacGeegoe's  Leap. 

(It  is  said  that  MacGregor,  the  outlaw,  escaped  by  a  mavvellous  leap  from  the  high  rock  shown  on  the  right  ofsthe  photo  to  a  co.resp.nding 

other  side^  but  that  the  dogs  which  were  pursuing  were  killed.)  j  i-  o 


rock  on  the 


doing  when  up  and  following  your  bait,  and  this 
may  lead  to  a  refusal  at  the  last  moment. 

In  the  rock  which  forms  the  floor  of  the  pulpit 
there  was  a  little  hole  or  crevice  into  which,  some 
hundreds  of  years  ago,  there  came  a  stone  or 
stones,  with  the  result  that  their  twirling  during 
high  water  has  worked  a  round  hole  of  just  suffi- 
cient size  to  hold  and  hide  me  to  just  above  the 
waist.  I  slide  down  into  this  and  am  then  con- 
veniently and  comfortably  positioned  to  do  some- 
thing more  than  merely  pay  down  one  side  and  back 
the  other. 

WhUe  I  am  in  this  position,  the  water  is  rushing 
down  on  my  extreme  right  and  eddying  back  on  my 
left  to  enter  the  tunnel  underneath  the  place  where 
I  am  ensconced.  When  you  are  here  your  first  and  I 
most  careful  attention  should  be  given  to  this  tit- 
bit, which  may  be  done  by  a  backward  swing  of  the 
rod  and  a  loosening  of  the  line  at  the  end  of  the 
swing.  Let  the  lure  sink— there  is  great  depth- 
then  make  draws  of  a  foot  at  a  time,  letting  back 


I  know  of  no  other  spot  where  a  salmon  is  so 
long  in  realising  that  he  has  a  battle  before  him. 
He  will  lie  at  the  bottom  with  such  pertinacity, 
notwithstanding  a  great  strain,  that  doubts  will 
arise  in  your  mind  as  to  whether  you  are  still 
holding  to  a  fish,  and  when  at  last  he  moves  it  will 
be  so  slowly  that  your  thoughts  will  fly  from  the 
fear  of  his  being  roimd  a  rock  to  the  idea  of  a 
mighty  fish,  which  shall,  in  size,  more  than  equal 
your  wildest  dream. 

He  will  presently  move  in  earnest.  You  should 
be  fully  ready  for  his  rushes  and  leaps  that  will 
assuredly  come  from  him  in  his  circumscribed 
habitation.  Be  especially  on  your  guard  for  his 
cocksm-e  run  under  your  feet  to  the  tunnel,  through 
which  he  will  pass  to  jump  and  splash  in  the 
spout-like  river  at  your  back.  The  point  of  your 
rod  should  be  down  almost  level  with  the  water, 
and  bending  slightly  with  a  tender  feel  that  as  little 
friction  as  possible  may  result  from  the  grating  of 
yom-  line  along  the  roof. 


first  success  may  be  followed  by  a  second,  and  that 
so  you  may  be  like  the  naughty  little  boy  whom  I 
met  early  one  morning  as  I  was  going  fishing  down 
south,  and  who  was  whistling  merrily. 

I  ventured  to  remark  to  him  that  he  had  been 
lucky  to  find  such  a  fine  whistle  so  early  in  the 
morning.  "  Ay,"  said  he,  "  I  be  a  lucky  chap,  I  be. 
I've  been  lucky  twice  this  maming ;  virst  I  vound  a 
whistle  and  now  I've  vound  a  vool  to  listen  to  'un." 

A  day,  or  part  of  a  day,  spent  at  this  spot,  seeing 
what  I  have  seen,  causes  me  to  make  careful 
mental  notes  so  as  to  be  able  to  classify  my  eftbrts 
and  judge  when  all  possible  has  been  done  to  delude, 
not  only  the  hungry,  but  also  the  coy.  the  shy  and 
the  undecided. 

To  be  a  successful  salmon  fisher  you  must  first 
catch  patience,  and  next,  bear  in  mind  that  at  the 
very  root  of  the  first  principles  of  the  art  lies  the 
necessity  of  showing  the  bait  to  the  fish  while  keep- 
ing the  attachments  thereto  quite  imseen  by  them, 
{To  be  continued.) 


180 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  15,  1902 


ANNUAL  DINNEK  OF  THE  FLY 

FISHEKS'  CLUB. 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Tuesday 
Evening,  Makch  11. 

"  I'll  put  a  girdle  round  about  the  earth,"  said 
Puck  in  "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream."  Did 
Shakespeare  thus  prophetically  allude  to  the 
electric  cable  or  to  Marconi's  wireless  telegraphy  ? 
No  1  His  Excellency  the  American  Ambassador  on 
Tuesday  night  clearly  showed  that  the  girdle  which 
will  bind  the  nations  together  in  true  brotherhood 
will  be  the  fishing  line.  The  noble  fraternity  of 
sportsmen  will  "  intertwine  rod  and  line  across  the 
sea,"  and  when  the  anglers  of  all  countries  are 
bound  together  by  the  influences  of  "the  gentle 
craft  "  there  will  be,  as  Longfellow  says,  "  no  need 
for  arsenals  and  forts."  These  buildings  will  be 
used  as  tackle  factories,  and  swords  will  be  turned 
into  fish  hooks.  The  great  and  memorable  gather- 
ing of  fly  fishers  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Tuesday 
night  will  help  forward  towards  such  a  consumma- 
tion devoutly  to  be  wished.  The  occasion  was  the 
annual  dimaer  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  The 
chairman  was  His  Excellency  the  Hon.  J.  H. 
Choate,  American  Ambassador  to  England,  and 
the  company  included  representative  gentlemen 
from  near  and  far.  Never  has  there  been  such  a 
splendid  gathering  of  gentlemen  interested  in  all 
appertaining  to  the  gentle  craft  of  angling. 

Amongst  those  present  were  : — Akroyd,  B.  N. ; 
Allen,  Wm.  C. ;  Allison,  A. ;  Arnold,  Henry 
E. ;  Baiss,  Arnold ;  Bangs,  L.  W.  ;  Banks, 
Fred.;  Barrett,  T.  J.;  Bartlett,  E.  P.;  Barton, 

C.  S. ;  Barton,  James  Kinston ;  Batchelor,  A.  ; 
Baylis,  E.  A.;  Bell,  F.  J.;  Bennett,  Henry; 
Bentham,  Eev.  J. ;  Bigg,  C.  0. ;  Bigg,  W.  E. ; 
Blyth,  A.  W. ;  Boiler,  W.  J.  ;  Bond,  G.  M. ;  Bond, 
E.  H. ;  Briggs,  H. ;  Brodrick,  H. ;  Burton,  C. ;  Ciesar, 
E.  T. ;  Case,  Harry;  Case,  Eobert;  Catchpool,  C.  E. ; 
Chatterton,  Frederick,  A.E.I.B.A. ;  Chatterton,  G. 
J. ;  Glutton,  Hubert ;  CoUinson,  John ;  Collyns,  E.  T. 
Poole;  Cook,C.H. ;  Cook, G. E. ;  Corrie, E.Valentine; 
Cousins,  A.  W. ;  Cummings,  James  F. ;  Dakin,  W. 
Eadford ;  Daniel,  J.  C.  H. ;  Davison,  J.  B. ;  Davy, 
J.  E. ;  Davy,  W.  G. ;  Dawson,  J.  K.  ;  Deckers,  L. ; 
Desart,  The  Earl  of ;  Dobbs,  M. ;  Dobson,  A.  H. ; 
Doubavand,  W.  J.  ;   Douglas,  H.  E.  M.,  V.C., 

D.  S.O. ;  Edmonds,  W. ;  Edwards,  C.  J.;  Elliott, 

E.  C. ;  Elliott,  H. ;  Fairweather.  Dr.  D. ;  Falconer, 
S.  W.;  Feilding,  J.  B.,  F.L.S. ;  Ferry,  E.  A.; 
Ffennell,  H. ;  Flint,  A.  E. ;  Foote,  J.  A.,  K.C.  ; 
Fox,  Frank ;  Franklin,  A.  E. ;  Frend,  E.  C. ; 
Gairdner,  C. ;  Gardiner,  Dr.  Bruce  H.  J. ;  Gilbey, 
A.  N.;  Gill,  L.  Upcott ;  Godwin,  H.  L.  W. ; 
Gonne,  E. ;  Goulty,  W.  H. ;  Gover,  E.  W. ; 
Graham,  Major  Stuart  B.,  I.S.C. ;  Greenwood,  E. 
M. ;  Grey,  Hon.  J.  de ;  Grey,  T.  E. ;  Gribble, 
H.  B. ;  Gribble,  H.  E.  ;  Grove,  Capt.,  E.N. ; 
Haines,  Cecil ;  Haines,  Cecil  E. ;  Halford,  Ernest 
S. ;  Halford,  F.  M. ;  Hamilton,  Bernard ;  Harrison, 
James  ;  Hardy-Corf e,  E.  C. ;  Hassam,  C.  A. ;  Hayes, 
W. ;  Head,  Geoffrey ;  Herring,  H.  T. ;  Hodson,  T. 
.J.  ;  Holcombe,  A. ;  Howard,  Geo.  H. ;  Jeans,  Col. ; 
Jennings,  A.  E.  Grosvenor  ;  Jocelyn,  Col.  ;  Johnson, 
H.  G.  ;  Jonas,  Dr.  H.  C. ;  Jones,  Maj.-Gen.  Locke; 
Kendal,  H.  J.  B. ;  Kennard,  C.  H. ;  Kent,  A.  C. ; 
King,  H.  E.  ;  Kirton,  C.  J.  ;  Lake,  H.  G. ; 
Lake,  J.  C. ;  Lakin,  Arthur ;  Lane,  S.  E.  H. ; 
Leach,  Godfrey ;  Levy,  F.  W. ;  Lind,  G.  McC.  ; 
Litkie,  V.  A.  ;  Lloyd,  N.  ;  Loines,  Eussell  ; 
Lyall,  Harry  W. ;  Lyster,  E. ;  McBride,  E.  E. ; 
Macgregor,  W.  A. ;  Mackintosh,  D. ;  Mackintosh, 
J.  S.  ;  Mackintosh,  J.  S.,  jun. ;  McNeill,  N.  ; 
Malins,  H.  S.  ;  Marston,  A.  ;  Marston,  E.  ; 
Marston,   E.   P. ;    Marston,   E.   W.  ;  Marston, 

E.  B.  ;  Mee,  C.  J.  ;  Mellor,  The  Eight 
Hon.  J.  W. ;  Michell,  Capt. ;  Millar,  J.  ;  Miller, 
Dr.  Jennings ;  Milles,  — ;  Mongan,  H.  J. ;  Mordle, 

F.  Dare  ;  Neild,  R.  J.  ;  Norris,  H.  F. ;  Nowell, 
A.  P. ;  Oliver,  C.  A. ;  Ommanney,  Sir  Montague, 
K.C.B. ;  Oppenheim,  A. ;  Orchardson,  W.  Q. ; 
Orton,  G.  H. ;  Paterson,  T.  W.  ;  Patterson,  John  ; 
Payne,  A.  M. ;  Payton,  C.  A. ;  Plummer,  S. ; 
Pocklington,  E. ;  Pope,  W.  H. ;  Powell,  E.  Turner; 
Power,  E.  J.  ;  Power,  G.  ;  Price,  A.  ;  Eadclifi'e,  F. 
E.  Y. ;  Eadcliffe,  J.  E.  Y.  ;  Eamsbottom,  G.  H.  ; 
Eawlings,  L.  B. ;  Eeilly,  Dr.  F.  B.  :  Eepton,  A.  G. ; 
Eeuss,  C.  K. ;  Eeynolds,  Capt. ;  Eichards,  J.  Morgan ; 
Eoberts,  D. ;  Eoberts,  H.  G. ;  Eogers,  G.  F. ;  Eogers, 
Stewart;  Eogers,  W.S.;  Eoscoe,A. ;  Eouse,  The  Eev. 
Aylmer  ;  Eowley,  W. ;  Eusson,  William  ;  Euston, 
W-.  B. ;  Schelling,  C. ;  Sclanders,  A.  W.  ;  Scott, 
C.  J.  C.  C. ;  Seccombe,  Dr.  P.  J.  A. ;  Seligmann,  C.  J. ; 


Senior,  W. ;  Seward,  Dr.  ;  Shai-p,  W.  Thornton, 
M.A. ;  Shum,  Sydney ;  Sim,  G. ;  Simpson,  Major 
A.  F. ;  Skues,  C.  A.  M. ;  Skues,  G.  E.  M. ;  Sladen, 
Douglas  ;  Slather,  J. ;  Smith,  Chas. ;  Smith,  W.  F. ; 
Smith,  W.  J. ;  Smurthwaite,  B.  W.  ;  Spray,  H.  ; 
Steele,  Eobertson ;  Stephens,  C.  W. ;  Sweet, 
Charles ;  Tanner,  Ealph  ;  Taylor,  H.  E.  ;  Taylor, 
W.  P.  ;  Thompson,  E.  Stowe  ;  Thompson, 
G.   W. ;   Tod,   N.   P. ;   Trimmer,    H.  ;  Turner, 

E.  F. ;  Turner,  E.  D. ;  Turrell,  W.  J. ;  Vaux,  G.  C. ; 
Vernon,  T.  B. ;  Vignoles,  H.  H. ;  Villiers,  Col.  E. ; 
Vine,  Charles;  Wallis,  F.  W.  K. ;  Ward,  F. ; 
Ward,  Eeginald  ;  Watney,  D. ;  Watney,  Dendy  ; 
Watson,  Johnston  ;  Wellby,  Alec  S. ;  Whaite,  Dr. 
J.  H.  D.  ;  White,  Hon.  Henry ;  Whymper,  W.  N. ; 
Wightwich,  E.  ;  Wilkinson,  G.  H.  ;  Williams, 
Alfred ;  Williamson,  E. ;  Willock,  C.  J. ;  Wilson, 
D.  ;  Wilson,  George  Maryon ;  Wilson,  H. ;  Wykes, 

F.  W. ;  Yardley,  G.  W.  ;  Yarker,  J.  E. ;  Zeffertt,  M. 
The  Chairman,  His  Excellency  the  Hon.  J.  H. 

Choate,  was  received  with  loud  cheers  on  rising 
to  propose  the  toast  of  "  The  King."  He  said  : 
No  words  of  mine  can  possibly  add  to  the  honour 
and  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  toast  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  is  always  received,  and  will  be 
received  by  you  to-night.  But  you  will,  perhaps, 
permit  me  in  one  word  to  say  that  all  the  English 
speaking  peoples  of  the  world  unite  with  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  in  wishing  to  His  Majesty  good 
health,  long  lite,  and  a  happy  and  glorious  reign. 
(Cheers.)  Gentlemen,  I  give  the  health  of  His 
Majesty  the  King. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  and  a 
verse  of  the  National  Anthem  was  sung. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Gribble  next  proposed  the  toast  of 
"The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America." 
He  said  :  Your  Excellency  and  Gentlemen, — I  have 
the  honour  to  propose  the  toast  of  the  first 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  man  who  has 
attained  to  the  highest  position  open  to  the 
ambition  of  any  private  person  in  the  world. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  Eoosevelt  was  not  known  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  to  any  great  extent — I  speak 
for  those  only  having  common  knowledge — until 
the  appalling  calamity  which  sent  a  thrill  of  horror 
through  the  civilised  world  called  him  to  the  high 
position  of  President,  except  as  a  man  of  daring, 
resource,  and  determination,  who  carried  through 
by  his  energy  everything  he  undertook.  (Cheers.) 
Within  a  very  few  days  of  his  becoming  President 
he  showed  unmistakably  that  he  possessed  a  grasp 
of  mind  and  a  Statesman-like  idea  of  commerce, 
finance,  and  matters  of  national  importance,  which 
justifies  the  world  in  looking  upon  him  as  a 
worthy  successor  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  and 
McKinley.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  received  with  great  heartiness. 
Miss  Margaret  Cooper  singing  very  effectively, 
"Haill  Columbia." 

The  Chairman  :  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  privilege 
now  to  propose  to  you  the  most  important  toast  of 
the  evening — "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  " — (cheers) — 
or  "  Your  noble  selves  " — a  sentiment  nearer  and 
dearer  to  your  hearts  than  any  other  can  possibly 
be.  In  doing  so,  I  must  be  allowed  to  preface  my 
remarks  with  a  word  of  apology.  I  am  afraid  that 
you  will  have  a  great  grudge  against  Lord  Denbigh, 
who,  unfortunately,  is  not  here  to-night,  but  who 
is  directly  responsible  for  the  predicament  in  which 
both  you  and  I  find  ourselves — a  body  of  distin- 
guished experts  presided  over  by  one  who  is  no 
expert  at  all.  (Laughter.)  He  began  fishing  for 
me  some  months  ago,  when  I  was  enjojdng  myself 
in  my  native  country  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  entirely  guiltless  of  such  an  indiscretion 
as  this.  (Eenewed  laughter.)  He  cast  about  me 
on  all  sides  all  sorts  of  alluring  and  seductive 
flies — (laughter) — but  I  refused  to  rise  to  any 
of  them.  (Continued  laughter.)  But  with  that 
patience  and  perseverance  so  characteristic  of  the 
craft  he  kept  on  fishing.  Nothing  would  satisfy 
him  until  he  had  accomplished  the  object  that 
seemed  to  be  so  near  to  his  heart.  He  fished  with 
a  most  wonderful  astuteness  and  skill,  because  he 
had  not  the  least  idea  whether  he  would  find  me 
on  the  Connecticut,  the  Hudson,  the  Potomac,  or  the 
James,  as  1  was  moving  freely  to  and  fro  across  them 
all.  (Laughter).  At  last,  in  an  unwary  moment, 
I  yielded  to  his  seductions.  I  took  the  fly 
and  swallowed  the  hook,  and  after  many  a 
struggle  he  landed  me  safely.  What  an 
unexampled  achievement  for  a  fly  fisher  was  that 
— standing  here  in  London,  at  the  very  threshold 
of  your  club,  with  an  elongated  rod  and  line, 
angling  for  and  capturing  a  strange  fish  of  from 


thirteen  to  fourteen  stone — (laughter) — playing 
with  him  through  three  thousand  miles  of  water 
—  (laughter)  —  and  landing  him  at  last  safely 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  for  your  entertain- 
ment. (Continued  laughter.)  And  a  A'ery  sorry 
entertainment  I  am  afraid  you  will  find  it.  ("  No.") 
I  have  heard  the  old  story  of  Washington  throwing 
a  sovereign  across  the  Atlantic,  but  I  never  heard 
of  such  a  haul  as  that  by  any  angler,  professional 
or  amateur.  Speaking  as  only  a  fish  could  speak, 
as  soon  as  I  quite  recovered  my  breath,  I  protested 
to  him  that  I  did  not  belong  to  your  tabernacle — 
(loud  laughter) — but  I  found  him  as  cunning  and 
wily  in  the  management  of  tabernacles  as  he  was 
with  the  rod  and  line — (laughter) — for  he  said, 
"  I  shall  keep  the  door  of  this  tabernacle  open 
untU  you  come  in."  (Laughter.)  "  There  is  nothing 
that  Americans  like  so  much  as  the  open  door." 
(Laughter.)  He  went  on  to  say  that  from  his 
experience  in  the  management  of  all  kinds  of 
tabernacles,  if  the  people  on  the  inside  would  only 
hold  the  door  open  wide  enough  and  long  enough 
those  who  still  lingered  on  the  outside  would  be 
sure  to  come  in  sooner  or  later,  and  in  I  came. 
(Laughter.)  Although  not  an  expert,  I  cannot 
disavow  the  possession  of  some  of  the  qualities 
which  go  to  the  creation  of  an  expert.  I  have 
heard  that  the  true  foundation  of  the  angler's 
art  and  skill  is,  first,  patience,  and,  secondly, 
veracity  in  tolling  the  story  of  his  achievements. 
(Laughter.)  Well,  if  a  long  life  spent  in 
the  practice  of  law,  with  a  brief  supplement  of 
diplomacy,  has  not  qualified  me  in  both  patience 
and  veracity,  how  could  I  possibly  hope  to  attain 
either  ?  (Laughter.)  Now  I  have  this  skill,  that  I 
can  stand  and  cast  my  fly  and  fish  all  day  without 
catching  anything  but  such  rises !  such  nibbles  I 
such  bites  I  I  believe  that  is  regarded  as  the 
supremefelicity  of  the  fly  fisher.  (Laughter.)  The 
fish,  if  they  come,  add  a  little  to  the  pleasure,  but, 
after  all,  they  are  merely  an  incident.  (Laughter.) 
You  get,  without  them,  that  charming  contact 
with  nature,  the  sun  and  air,  earth,  sky,  and 
water,  and  everything  that  contributes  to  the 
health,  appetite,  and  digestion  of  man,  and  so, 
perhaps,  I  share  with  some  of  those  who  sit  before 
me — I  will  not  say  the  majority,  but  with  some  of 
them — this  faculty  of  being  ready  to  fish,  but  not 
able  to  reap  all  the  possible  rewards.  (Laughter.) 
But  those  fish  that  we  did  not  catch  are  always 
the  best  there  were.  (Laughter.)  They  beat  the 
record  of  all  the  salmon,  the  trout,  the  grayling, 
and  the  bass  that  ever  have  been  landed  upon  dry 
ground.  The  fish  that  we  did  not  catch — there  is 
no  limit  to  their  number,  their  size,  their  weight, 
their  measure,  or  their  colour.  (Laughter.)  Yes, 
gentlemen,  the  fish  that  we  did  not  catch  are  like 
the  speeches  which  after-dinner  ora,tors  make  on 
their  way  home  in  the  cab,  or  even  when  they 
have  got  safely  to  bed — (laughter) — they  are  a 
good  deal  better  than  any  speeches  we  really  have 
ever  made  or  heard  ;  so  that  the  author  of  the  old 
proverb,  whoever  he  was — I  hope  it  was  not 
Solomon — was  not  so  wise  after  all,  when  he  said 
that  there  are  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  and  the 
rivers  as  ever  Vv^ere  caught.  He  made  a  mistake. 
He  should  have  accepted  an  amendment,  and  said 
there  are  always  better  fish  in  the  sea  and  the 
rivers  than  ever  were  caught.  (Laughter.)  Well,  I 
will  tell  you  briefly  the  three  inducements  that 
Lord  Denbigh  held  out  to  me  when  exercising 
the  wiles  and  charms  of  his  persuasion  to  induce 
me  to  stand  here  to-night.  He  said,  in  the  first 
place,  what  I  have  already  realised,  that  I  should 
find  myself  in  the  company  of  the  jolliest  and 
healthiest  set  of  men  in  Great  Britain — ("  hear, 
hear,"  and  laughter) — assembled  once  in  the  year, 
reposing  from  their  great  labours— (laughter) — • 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  admiration  and 
mutual  glorification,  to  tell  fish  stories,  to  sing 
and  drink  toasts  till  the  small  hours,  and  forget 
all  the  cares  of  life,  past,  present,  and  future. 
(Laughter.)  And  when  I  look  down  upon  this 
sea  of  faces,  all  so  ruddy  and  contented— shall 
I  say  self-satisfied  ? — and  when  I  look  over 
this  delightful  programme,  interspersed  with 
songs,  recitals,  and  stories,  with  here  and  there  a 
speech,  I  know  that  Lord  Denbigh  was  not  mistaken. 
I  know  that  I  have  fallen  among  true  disciples  of  the 
gentle,  divine,  and  skilled  angler  who  said,  in  words 
of  which  you  reflect  the  spirit  here  to-night — 

Man's  life  is  but  vain :  for  'tis  subject  to  pain 

And  sorrow  and  short  as  a  bubble  ; 
'Tis  a  hodge-podge  of  business  and  money  and  care. 

And  care  and  money  and  trouble. 
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But  we'll  take  no  care  when  the  weather  is  fair, 
Nor  will  we  vex  now  though  it  rain, 

We'll  banish  all  sorrow  and  sing  till  to-morrow, 
And  angle  and  angle  again. 

This  spirit  of  the  angler,  happy  in  the  passing 
hoiu-,  is  as  old  as  the  pastime  of  fishing.  Who  can 
doubt  that  the  Persian  poet  was  a  fisherman,  and 
that  it  was  at  an  anglers'  dinner  he  sang — 

Ah  !  Fill  the  cup  !  what  boots  it  to  repeat. 
How  time  is  slipping  underneath  our  feet  ? 

Unborn  to-morrow  and  dead  yesterday. 
Why  fret  about  them,  if  to-day  be  sweet  ? 

The   next    inducement   Lord   Denbigh  threw 
out  was  that  it  was  intended  as  a  compliment, 
through  me,  to  the  fly  fishers  of  America — "a 
great,  growing,  and  glorious  company  of  sports- 
men."    (Applause.)     Well,   this  was  the  first 
time  I  had  heard  that  fish  or  fishing  of  any 
kind  could  be  made  a  bond  of  union  between 
any  two   countries  in  the   world.  (Laughter.) 
Since   we  became   an  independent    nation  the 
fisheries  have  been  a  fish  bone  of  contention 
between  our  two  nations,  and,  even  before  we 
were  born  as  a  nation,  between  us  and  the  French. 
The  fisheries  questions  never  would  stay  settled. 
We   have   had  negotiations,   protocols,  treaties, 
arbitrations  and  awards  about  them,  and  still  they 
remain  open  questions.     In  fact  the  diplomatists 
of  the  two  countries  might  well  think  their  occupa- 
tion gone,   if  no   fishing  question  remained  to 
be   settled.      And   now   the   fly  fishers  would 
dispose   of  them   all  at  once.    Lord  Denbigh's 
idea  is  that  in  inducing  me  to  come  here  he 
pan  get  the  fly  fishers  of  the  two  continents  to 
intertwine  their  rods  and  lines  across  the  sea,  and 
so  promote  the  union  of  the  two  great  peoples. 
(Applause.)   Let  me  say  a  serious  word  about  the  fly 
fishers  of  America,  and,  generally,  about  the  sports- 
men of  America.   A  stranger  has  to  be  in  England 
some  years  before  he  can  fully  realise  the  influence 
of  sport  of  all  kinds  upon  the  lite  and  welfare  of 
the    people,    how    deeply    and    powerfully  it 
afi"ects  all  their  domestic  and   social  life,  their 
legislation,  their  jurisprudence,  their  industries,  and 
their  business  of  every  kind.  On  our  side  of  the  ocean, 
until  recent  years,  we  had  but  very  little  sport  of 
any  sort.     Our  Puritan  fathers  were  not  quite 
so  bad  as  Macaulay's  Puritan  who  prohibited  bear- 
baiting,  not  because  of  the  pain  it  gave  to  the 
bear,  but  because  of  the  pleasure  it  gave  to  the 
spectators ;  but  they  were  a  sober,  a  serious,  a 
hard-working,  and  a  self-denymg  people,  and  for 
the  first  two  centuries  almost  no  kind  of  sport  was 
cultivated  among  them.    Our  ancestors  took  life 
quite  too  seriously  to  mingle  work  and  play  in 
your  good  old  English  way.     But  I  am  happy 
to  say,  and  you  will  be  happy  to  hear,  that  sports 
of  all  kinds  in  the  last  fifty  years   have  been 
advancing    by    leaps    and    bounds  throughout 
America — (applause) — and  that  they  are  beginning 
to   have,   and   in   a   still   greater  measure  are 
bound    to    have    in    the   future,   an  immense 
eff"ect  upon  the  life,  liappiness,  and  welfare  of  the 
people.    Before  long  you  may  find  the  fly  fishers 
of  America  not  unworthy  rivals.    I  will  not,  how- 
ever, claim  that  our  American  fish  can  even  rival 
in  astuteness  and  cunning  the  inhabitants  of  your 
old  English  waters  that  have  been  fished  for  so 
many  ages.    That  would,  at  any  rate,  take  "  cen- 
turies of  civilisation  "  and  of  that  higher  education 
which  your  fish  have  received  at  the  hands  of  your- 
selves and  your  fathers.    Lord  Denbigh  threw  out 
one  more  inducement.    He  said  that  the  members 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  although  they  think 
they  know  everything   about   fishing,  especially 
fly  fishing,  are  beginning  to  look  across  the  Atlantic 
for  light  and  leading  on  this  interesting  subject, 
and,  perhaps  (he  said),  I  should  be  able  to  give 
some  idea  of  what  is  going  on  on  our  side  of  the 
water  for  the  promotion  of  the  fishing  industry, 
including  fly  fishing  and  the  other  branches  of  the 
sport,  as  well  as  in  the  direction  of  the  substantial 
feeding  of  mankind.    Well,  gentlemen,  it  is  too 
late  now,  at  this  point  of  my  address,  to  enter  into 
that.    I  should  have  opened  with  this  if  I  had 
wanted  to  give  you  these  statistics.  (Laughter.) 
I  am  afraid  that  they  would  not  be  very  good  bait 
at  this  part  of  the  voyage.    But  let  me  say  very 
briefly  that  much  is  being  done  on  our  side  of  the 
water  towards  the  breeding,  hatching,  transporta- 
tion, distribution,  and  the  care  of  these  fish  to 
which    you    are   so   devoted.     Our  Eepublican 
people  do  not  object  so  very  much  to  spending 
public  money  for  so  glorious  an  object— ("  hear. 


hear") — and  we  have  in  most  of  the  forty-five 
States  a  Fishery  Commission  maintained  at  the 
public  expense  and  paid  for  by  general  taxation. 
(Applause.)  Above  them  all,  but  acting  in 
harmony  with  them,  is  the  United  States 
Fishery  Commission,  maintained  by  the  Federal 
Government  at  an  expense  of  something  like 
^100,000  a  year.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  These,  acting  in 
harmony,  do  a  vast  deal  of  good  work.  The  United 
States  Fishery  Commission  alone  has  established 
twenty-five  stations,  scattered  all  along  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  for  the  hatching,  preserva- 
tion, and  distribution  of  fish,  from  which  they  send 
forth  to  every  part  of  the  United  States,  to  this 
country,  and  to  other  countries  which  call  for 
them,  trout,  rainbow,  golden,  brook,  lake,  black, 
spotted,  steel  head,  Scotch  sea,  and  Loch  Leven. 
The  methods  of  distribution  of  these  fish  by 
almost  countless  millions  are  of  a  unique  and 
almost  perfect   kind.    The   Commission  owns  a 


of  apprentices,  enacting  that  they  should  not 
be  fed  on  salmon  more  than  three  days  in  the 
week.  (Laughter.)  Moreover,  fish  are  now  trans- 
ported into  rivers,  streams,  and  lakes  which  were 
utterly  guiltless  of  any  such  varieties  before.  The 
interesting  experiment  is  also  indulged  in  of  tagging 
salmon,  showing  the  dute  and  place,  when  and  where 
they  were  put  in,  and  when  they  are  taken  out — two, 
three,  or  five  years  afterwards,  their  travels  and 
habits  in  the  meantime  are  partly  accounted  for. 
There  is  such  a  thing,  too,  as  an  accidental  plantingi 
Bozeman  Creek,  in  Montana,  was  found  to  be  full  of 
the  finest  steel  head  trout,  resulting  from  a  can  of  fry 
having  been  accidentally  upset  into  the  creek  a  few 
years  before  by  the  jolting  of  a  waggon.  I  should 
exhaust  your  patience  if  I  went  into  any  further 
details.  ("No,  no.")  These  statistics,  dull  as  they 
are,  are  all  matter  of  record,  and  these  various 
commissions  are  producing  a  literature  for  the 
instruction  of  fishermen  throughout   the  world, 
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considerable  number  of  full-sized  cars  adapted  to 
the  purpose,  with  tanks  and  every  other  apparatus 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the 
fish.  They  are  moved  by  the  railroad  companies, 
many  of  them  free  of  cost,  so  much  are  these 
companies  interested^in  this  pursuit — ("  hear,  hear  ") 
—and  these  cars  'last  year  travelled  138,000 
miles.  No  doubt  you  think  we  are  always  doing 
everything  on  a  big  scale  in  America,  but  it  is 
the  fact  that  in  1899  they  distributed  through  forty- 
five  States  and  four  territories  46,000,000  salmon 
(eggs  and  fish),  13,000,000  trout,  4,600,000  graylmg, 
and  385,000,000  perch.  Besides  the  100,000,000 
distributed  by  cars,  955,000,000  were  planted  by 
detached  messengers,  so  that  a  great  deal  is  being 
done  in  the  way  of  restocking  old  rivers  and  in 
other  directions.  I  have  read  that  in  the  good 
old  Colonial  days  the  rivers  of  Massachusetts 
swarmed  with  salmon  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  a  law  for  the  protection 


which,  I  am  sure,  will  be  of  immense  value  ;  and 
if  in  the  library  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  there 
should  be  found  some  vacant  places  which  some 
of  these  books  specially  adapted  to  your  use 
could  fill,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  be  made 
the  medium  of  seeking  for  them  in  the  various 
States.  (Applause.)  Now,  gentlemen,  I  will  take 
my  seat  and  give  way  to  that  torrent  of  mirth 
and  merriment  which  I  am  sure  is  awaiting  j'ou. 
I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  great  honour 
you  have  conferred  upon  me.  I  am  sorry  that  I 
am  so  much  of  a  duffer — ("  No,  no  "  i — and  I  am  also 
very  sorry  that  I  have  not  an\-  fishing  stories  to 
teU.  you,  for  I  should  have  liked  above  all  things  to 
have  outstripped  anything  that  has  ever  been  told 
at  any  dinner  or  meeting  of  this  club.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Marstox,  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  club, 
responded  to  the  toast.  He  said  :  Your  Excellency 
and  Gentlemen, — I  am  very  sorry  that  it  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  respond  to  this  toast,  because  we  have 
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many  good  orators  in  the  club  who  could  have 
performed  this  duty  much  better  than  I  can. 
("  No.")  But  since  the  foundation  of  the  club  in 
1884  it  has  been  the  rule  for  the  Hon.  ^Treasurer 
to  reply  to  the  toast  of  the  club.  I  think 
the  reason  was  that  it  was  felt  that  as  long 
as  the  treasurer  responded  satisfactorily  to  the 
toast,  the  finances  of  the  club  were  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  financial  position  of  the  club,  I  am 
happy  to  state,  continues  to  be  most  satisfactory. 
In  addition  to  the  investment  in  Government  Funds, 
at  the  suggestion  of  members  who  are  stocking  the 
Thames  with  salmon,  it  was  decided  to  invest  a 
large  sum  in  London  County  Council  stock,  as  it 
was  expected  that  it  would  confer  on  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  the  right  of  fishing  for  salmon  from 
the  Thames  Embankment.  (Laughter.)  Should 
this  ever  come  about,  it  will  give  our  country 
members  an  excellent  excuse  for  running  up  to 
London  for  a  day's  fishing.  The  roll  of  members 
continues  to  be  most  satisfactory,  and  the  council 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  after  the  dinner  it 
will  be  very  largely  increased,  but  that  no  member 
will  roll  more  than  circumstances  permit.  (Laugh- 
ter.) The  council  expect  that,  as  regards  subscrip- 
tions, every  member  will  do  his  duty.  Any  member 
who  happens  to  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner 
whose  subscription  is  unpaid  is  expected  to  stand 
up ;  such  members  are  also  expected  to  stsund 
American  drinks  to  the  rest  of  the  company. 
(Laughter.)  This  rule  is  not  to  apply  to  members 
who  are  defunct.  (Renewed  laughter.)  I  ought  to 
explain,  perhaps,  that  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  no  member  is  considered  defunct 
until  his  subscription  is  three  years  in  arrear. 
(Laughter.)  That  is  why  members  are  expected 
to  pay  by  bankers'  order,  as  their  executors  often 
go  on  paying  by  mistake — no,  I  mean  out  of  respect 
for  the  club.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  Mr. 
Norris,  the  hon.  librarian,  asks  me  to  remind  those 
members  who  borrowed  books  out  of  the  library 
last  year  and  not  yet  returned  them,  that  the  period 
for  which  books  may  be  borrowed  is  a  fortnight, 
and  also  that  it  is  quite  against  the  rules  for  any 
member  to  lend  the  property  of  the  club  to  his 
"  Uncle."  (Laughter.)  The  council  express  the 
earnest  hope  that  no  member  of  the  club  who  is 
called  upon  to  propose  or  respond  to  any  toast 
at  this  dinner  will  exceed  ten  minutes  ;  but  this  rule 
is  not  to  apply  to  the  hon.  treasurer  and  Mr. 
Senior,  who  are  ex-officio  trustees  of  the  club. 
(Laughter.)  On  behalf  of  the  whole  club,  I  have 
to  thank  the  Chairman  for  the  honour  he  has  done 
us  in  presiding  this  evening,  and  for  proposing  this 
toast.  How  admirably  he  has  done  so  I  need  not 
tell  you.  This  occasion  will  ever  be  marked  with 
a  big  red  letter  in  the  annals  of  the  club.  I  am 
sorry  that  our  late  hon.  member,  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney,  who  was  a  first-rate  American  sportsman, 
and  who  did  so  much  to  bring  American  and 
English  fishermen  together,  has  gone  to  the  great 
majority.  He  did  everything  be  could  in  America 
to  help  members  who  went  to  that  country  to  fish. 
We  have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  still  many  Americans 
on  our  membership  roll.  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  our  American  brethren  for  the  capital  fishing 
stories  which  have  been  published  for  many 
years  in  the  Field,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
Land  and  Water.  I  do  not  know  whether  our 
chairman  has  heard  the  definition  of  an  Ambassador 
which  Izaak  Walton  gave  to  the  world,  but  I  think 
it  is  worth  quoting.  He  said  "  that  an  Ambassador 
was  a  man  sent  abroad  to  lie  abroad  for  the  benefit 
of  his  country."  (Laughter.)  The  latest  fish  story  I 
have  heard  from  America  is  one  which  may  interest 
the  chairman  because  it  refers  to  a  friend  of  his. 
Two  American  anglers  were  out  fishing  in  a  boat 
all  day  and  had  had  very  bad  sport,  having  caught 
only  one  small  fish  six  inches  in  length.  Presently 
a  river  keeper  came  along  and  saw  the  fish.  He 
immediately  asked  the  gentlemen  to  come  ashore 
and  give  their  names.  This  they  did,  the  first 
gentleman  giving  the  name  of  Grover  Cleveland. 
He  insisted  upon  going  before  a  Court  and  being 
fined,  in  this  way  showing  the  splendid  spirit  that 
exists  among  sportsmen  in  America.  ("  Hear, 
hear,"  and  laughter.)  I  believe  he  has  that 
fish  stuffed,  and  that  it  hangs  in  his  hall 
over  the  famous  Venezuela  telegram.  There  is 
also  a  good  story  I  should  like  to  tell  you  of  a 
curate — a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club — who 
had  permission  for  a  day's  fishing.  He  went  one 
evening  to  fish,  and  had  good  sport,  and  next 
morning  went  to  the  water  again.  The  keeper 
came  up  and  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 


his  permit  was  for  one  day  only.  The  curate 
replied,  "  If  you  refer  to  the  first  chapter  of 
Genesis,  fifth  verse,  you  will  find  that  the  evening 
and  the  morning  were  the  first  day."  (Laughter.) 
Yet  another  story.  Two  anglers  were  fly  fishing 
in  the  Elbe,  only  one  of  whom  had  a  j)ermit. 
After  they  had  been  fishing  for  two  hours  one  of 
them  saw  the  river  keeper  coming  and  immediately 
bolted.  After  a  wild  hunt,  lasting  twenty  minutes, 
the  keeper  overtook  the  angler,  and  demanded  his 
name  and  address.  "  What  do  you  want  my  name 
and  address  for  ?  "  said  the  angler.  "  For  fishing 
without  a  permit."  "  Oh  1  is  that  all?"  said  the 
angler  ;  "  here  you  are,"  and  he  showed  his  ticket. 
"  Then  why  did  you  run  off  when  you  saw  me 
coming?  "  "  Well,"  he  replied,  "you  see,  it  was  my 
friend  who  had  not  got  a  permit  1 "  (Laughter.)  This 
is  the  nineteenth  time  since  the  founding  of  the  club 
that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  this 
toast,  and  I  think  I  occupy  a  rather  unique  position, 
inasmuch  as  my  father  is  a  fly  fisher  and  my  son 
is  a  fly  fisher.  Moreover,  we  are  all  three  present 
on  this  occasion.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wm.  Senior  proposed  the  health  of  "  The 
Guests."  He  said:  Your  Excellency  and  Gentle- 
men,— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  physically 
incapable  of  doing  full  justice  to  this  toast,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  I  am  very  hoarse.  I  have  asked 
two  or  three  members  of  the  club  to  kindly  take 
this  duty  upon  themselves,  but  I  need  hardly  tell 
you  that  they  one  and  all  declined.  The  toast  of 
"The  Guests,"  after  all,  is  one  that  does  not 
require  much  to  be  said  about  it.  We  are  always 
delighted  to  have  visitors  here,  or  at  our  club- 
house, and  if  we  had  a  fishing  water  of  our  own 
I  am  sure  that,  with  reasonable  restrictions,  we 
should  be  glad  to  have  visitors  at  our  water  side. 
But  meanwhile,  having  no  water  of  our  own,  we 
have  got  into  the  habit  of  looking  to  our  visitors  to 
show  us  how  we  shall  have  to  entertain  them  when 
we  are  the  fortunate  possessors  of  a  fishing  water. 
It  is  very  kind  of  your  Excellency  to  intimate  that 
in  this  Americanisation  of  the  world  which  is  going 
on  we  fly  fishers  are  to  be  invaded  and  to  receive  light 
and  leading  from  our  brethren  across  the  Atlantic. 
We  havehad  many  American  visitors  in  our  time,  and 
as  his  Excellency  spoke  this  evening  he  must  have 
reminded  many  present  of  Mr.  Page,  who  addressed 
us  some  years  ago  at  one  of  our  annual  dinners  and 
kept  us  in  similar  peals  of  laughter  to  those  which 
the  chairman's  speech  to-night  occasioned.  We 
cannot  emulate  the  orators  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  Eloquence  seems  to  come  natural  to 
them,  but  I  am  sure  his  Excellency  will  not  have 
learned  to-night,  for  the  first  time,  that  oratory 
with  humour,  like  virtue,  is  its  own  reward.  The 
welcome  which  his  Excellency,  as  the  principal 
visitor  in  our  midst  to-night,  has  received,  has,  I 
can  assure  him,  been  quite  earnest,  and  we  shall 
hope  to  see  him  here  again.  (Applause.)  To  go 
back  for  a  moment  to  the  question  of  the  great 
American  invasion,  about  which  some  people  are 
so  alarmed,  and  as  to  which  there  really  may  be  some 
truth,  I  would  express  the  hope,  if  the  angling  world 
is  to  beembracedinthis general  scheme,  thatamongst 
the  trout  your  Excellency  named  just  now  as  being 
bred  in  the  States  and  distributed,  there  should  be 
included  that  variety  which  is  locally  called  the 
"  cut  throat."  There  is  a  trout  in  America  known 
by  that  name,  and  if  we  are  to  have  competition  in 
angling  as  well  as  in  divinity,  poetry,  literature,  the 
stage,  and  everything  else,  let  us  have  the  "  cut 
throat  "  trout'  as  typical  of  the  competition  which 
must  ensue.  (Laughter.)  I  was  hopeful  that 
Mr.  Marston  would  have  told  the  story  of  Mr. 
Reuben  Wood,  an  American  visitor,  who  was  a 
great  fisherman.  Mr.  Marston  took  him  down  to 
Hungerford  to  let  him  see  what  our  English  chalk 
stream  angling  is  like.  The  scheme  of  dry  fly 
fishing  is  to  wait  until  you  see  the  fish  rise.  It 
does  not  rise  sometimes  for  weeks  together,  and 
the  fishing  is,  therefore,  apt  to  be  rather  slow. 
(Laughter.)  It  is  because  this  is  so  very  much 
a  contemplative  man's  recreation  that  this  club 
produces  so  many  authors,  poets,  and  artists,  who 
always  take  their  pens,  paper,  and  easels  with 
them  and  set  the  keeper  to  warn  them  of  the 
rising  trout.  (Laughter.)  When  Mr.  Reuben 
Wood  and  Mr.  Marston  were  in  the  meadows  at 
Hungerford  the  trout  did  not  rise,  and  after  an 
hour  or  two  spent  in  admiring  the  buttercups  and 
listening  to  the  songs  of  the  birds,  Mr.  Reuben 
Wood  turned  to  Mr.  Marston  and  said,  "  Well, 
what  about  this  fishing?  "  He  produced  his  good 
strong  American  tackle  and  began  swishing  most 


mightUy,  but  he  soon  discovered  that  dry  fly  fishing 
in  England  is  not  at  all  like  black  bass  fishing 
and  trout  fishing  in  America.  Speaking  of 
Americans,  I  cannot  refrain  from  stating  how 
cordially  I  was  received  by  fishermen  in  America. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  almost  exuberant  hospi- 
tality of  our  brother  sportsmen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  (Applause.)  Dry  fly  fishing  is  becom- 
ing one  of  the  amusements  of  the  American  angler, 
but  it  is  quite  in  recent  times  that  that  has  been 
so.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  the  American- 
ising of  England  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  I 
think  I  can  claim  that,  while  we  have  learned  a 
good  deal  from  our  brother  anglers  in  America  in 
the  matter  of  tackle  and  all  kinds  of  ingenious 
devices  in  fishing  appliances,  they  have  learned 
something  from  us  in  the  methods  of  fishing.  (Loud 
laughter.)  I  remember  seeing  a  lovely  book  pro- 
duced by  a  countrywoman  of  your  Excellency's, 
which  was  full  of  splendid  coloured  illustrations  of 
the  flies  used  by  every  fisherman  in  America,  and 
many  of  them  were  our  own  patterns,  metaphori- 
cally dressed  up  with  stars  and  stripes  to  be  in  keeping 
with  the  country.  (Laughter.)  On  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  club  I  have  to  say  that  we  extend 
a  hearty  welcome  to  our  visitors.  The  club  is 
always  delighted  to  see  them,  and  naturally  expects 
that  as  many  of  them  as  can  will  put  down  their 
names  to  become  members.  Many  are  waiting  to 
come  in  now,  but  their  turn  will  arrive,  and  I 
think  I  can  promise  that  they  will  never  regret  the 
step.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  A.  FooTE,  K.C.,  in  responding,  said : 
Your  Excellency  and  Gentlemen, — When  I  accepted 
the  invitation  to  attend  to-night  I  did  so  with  a 
great  deal  of  gratification  and  delight.  In  the  first 
place  a  change  is  always  pleasant,  and  I  have 
hitherto  regarded  myself  as  probably  the  most 
deserving,  but  certainly  the  most  unfortunate, 
angler  that  ever  threw  a  line,  and  I  said  to  myself, 
when  I  was  asked  to  come  here  this  evening,  "  The 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  have  heard  of  me  at  last." 
(Laughter.)  It  was  impossible  that  ill  -  luck, 
so  persistent  and  so  long  continued  as  mine, 
could  escape  publicity.  My  fame  had  reached 
their  ears,  and  this  well  -  deserved  compliment 
was  the  result.  I  confess  that  at  that  time  I  was 
under  some  slight  misapprehension  as  to  the  scale 
upon  which  I  was  to  be  entertained.  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  I  was  asked  for  my  own  sake. 
Owing  to  the  terms  in  which  the  invitation  was 
conveyed  to  me  I  was  led  to  believe  that  this 
banquet  was  to  be  given  solely  in  my  honour  as  a 
sort  of  reward  for  general  merit.  (Laughter.)  I 
have  no  doubt  that  was  my  fault.  At  the  time  I 
failed  to  understand  why  the  American  Ambassador 
should  preside  on  that  occasion,  but  I  was  willing 
to  accept  the  compliment  as  not  inadequate. 
(Laughter.)  I  had  not  at  that  time  any  idea  that 
I  was  to  form  one  of  a  number  of  more  or  less 
distinguished  men,  and  I  certainly  had  no  idea 
I  was  to  be  called  upon  for  a  speech.  When 
I  learned  the  true  state  of  affairs  it  was  too 
late  for  me  to  withdraw,  and  the  result  is, 
here  I  am.  I  assure  you  that  I  am  inclined 
to  wish  that  I  were  not  here.  It  is  difficult  at  all 
times  to  address  an  assembly  like  this,  with 
nothing  definite  to  say,  and  very  little  that  is 
indefinite,  and  it  is  doubly  hard  when  you  have  to 
follow  such  a  master  of  after-dinner  oratory  as 
His  Excellency  the  American  Ambassador,  whom 
we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  to-night. 
(Applause.)  Nor  is  my  task  rendered  easier  by  the 
very  encouraging  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Senior  as 
to  the  standard  of  English  oratory  generally.  To 
speak  under  such  circumstances  I  regard  as  a 
ghastly  farce,  and  I  would,  as  an  inoffensive 
stranger  to  most  of  you,  ask  you  to  act  on  the 
spirit  of  the  placard  which  I  have  heard  is  usually 
exhibited  in  American  refreshment  rooms,  and 
which  runs,  "  Please  do  not  shoot  the  man  at  the 
piano ;  he  is  doing  his  best."  (Laughter.)  I 
have  often  remarked  that  there  are  very  few 
occasions  in  this  world,  either  after  dinner 
or  before,  when  one  is  expected,  or  even 
desired,  to  speak  the  truth.  (Laughter.)  That 
remark  has  been  made,  I  believe,  before  now 
by  an  eminent  man,  but  speaking  to-night  to  an 
assembly  of  fishermen,  whose  rigid  adherence  to 
veracity  has  been  proverbial  for  centuries,  I  feel 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  speak  anything  but 
the  truth.  When  I  was  informed  that  I  had  to 
speak  I  asked  for  some  information  about  my  fellow 
guests,  but  I  was  not  able  to  obtain  anything  of  the 
slightest  value  or  assistance  to  me.    My  host  said, 
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"  You  take  my  word  for  it,  the  less  you  say  about 
your  fellow  guests  the  better."    (Laughter.)    I  did 
not  know  what  he  meant,  but  I  took  his  advice. 
I  gathered  from  the  tone  of  what  he  said  that  they 
would  be  rather  a  scratch  lot.    (Laughter.)  You 
see  them  standing  before  you  now.    (Laughter.)  I 
myself  am  rather  afraid  to  meet  their  eyes.     I  am 
conscious   that   they   are   glaring   at   me  with 
an  expression   of    inward   contempt,   and  nine 
out    of    ten   of  them  are   thinking  that  they 
could  make  a  much  better  speech  on  this  subject 
than    I    am    making.     They   are   quite  right. 
(Laughter.)    If  I  were  listening  to  anybody  else 
I  should  think  the  same.    (Laughter.)    I  hope 
they  will  bear  me  no  ill-will,  but  will  be  content 
with  that  revenge.    We  have  had  some  interesting 
information  to-night  from  His  Excellency  with 
regard  to  salmon  culture  in  America.    I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  salmon  culture  has  hitherto 
proceeded  on  wrong  lines.    Salmon  do  not  want 
culture ;   they  want  education.    I  should  be  very 
glad  to  see  a  system  adopted  by  which  they  were 
taught  from  the  very  earliest  days  in  the  tank  to 
take  the  artificial  fly,    (Laughter.)    I  do  not  like 
to  see  an  association  like  this  neglecting  to  develop 
the  natural  appetite  of  the  salmon.  (Laughter.) 
I  have  always  found,  in  all  the  waters  I  have  fished, 
that  there  has  been  an  ample  number  of  salmon 
to  satisfy  the  wildest  ambition  of  the  angler.  The 
only  objection  has  been  that   they  would  not 
"  take."    I  have  read  of  American  experts  being 
engaged  in  devising  a  scheme  by  which  boneless 
fish  can  be  obtained  by  a  carefully  adjusted  system 
of  cross-breeding.    (Laughter.)    If  the  digestion  of 
the  salmon  is  too  weak  to  take  Jock  Scott,  why 
not  cross  it  with  a  pike  ?  (Laughter.)  In  thanking 
you,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  my  fellow  guests,  for 
the  cordial  way  in  which  we  have  been  received  and 
the  pleasant  evening  we  have  spent,  I  desire  to 
express  my  belief  and  my  hope  that  the  amount  of 
cold  water  which  has  been  consumed  to-night  will 
not  to-morrow  exercise  any  deleterious  efi'ect  upon 
the  digestion  of  any  one  of  us.     (Cheers  and 
laughter.) 

Me.  H.  E.  Gribblb  then  proposed  the  last  toast 
of  the  evening,  "  The  Chairman."    He 'said  :  Your 
Excellency  and  Gentlemen,— It  is  my  duty  and 
privilege  to  convey  formally  to  you  the  welcome 
with  which  the  Fly  Fishers  desire  to  greet  you.  I 
think  Lord  Denbigh  very  accurately  expressed  our 
motives  in  asking  you  to  preside  this  evening. 
The  custom  for  many  years  has  been  to  invite 
a_  stranger  to  take  the  chair  at    the  annual 
dinner,  and  in  looking  around  for   a  chairman 
we  always  endeavour  to  get  a  gentleman  who  is, 
first  of  all,  likely  to  give  us  a  happy  and  humorous 
evening,  and,  secondly,  is  in  some  degree  interested 
m  our  pastime.    With  regard  to  the  first  quality,  I 
am  sure  the  memory  of  your  eloquent  speech  will 
for  ever  remain  with  us.    (Applause.)    I  cannot 
say  that  it  took  us  by  surprise  in  any  way.  We 
knew  from  your  great  reputation  that  we  should 
have  an  oratorical  treat,  and  I  am  sure  we  have 
not  been  disappointed.    (Cheers.)    I  had  prepared 
an  eloquent  speech  for  this  occasion,  but  what  I  was 
gomg  to  say  has  been  anticipated  by  Mr.  Marston 
and  other  speakers,  but  I  want  to  confirm  that 
one  of   oiu:  reasons  for  wishing  you  to  preside 
to-night  was  that  you  are  representative  of  American 
fly  fishers.    I  understood  from  you,  when  I  saw 
you  a  few  days  ago,  that  you  were  not  your- 
self a  fly  fisher,  that  you  did  not  indulge  in  the 
art ;  but  from  your  remarks  this  evening  I  am  a 
little  doubtful  about  that.     (Laughter.)    At  all 
events,  I  am  quite  certain  of  this,  that  you  have  in 
you  the  power  of  becoming  a  first-rate  fly  fisher 
—(cheers  and  laughter)— and  if  you  have  not  yet 
tried  the  sport  may  I  humbly  suggest  that  you 
should  do  so  ?    Just  consider  what  a  rest  it  would 
be,  when  the  Foreign  Offices  at  each  side  of  the 
Atlantic  are  having  their  jangles,  for  you  to  steal 
away  for  a  day's  fly  fishing.    You  could  then  say 
with  your  own  poet — ■  ' 

"  Oh  where  are  now  ambition's  pains, 
What  matters  it  who  rules  or  reigns 
If  I  stand  fishing  here  ?  " 

Joking  apart,  we  desire  very  much  to  bring  our- 
selves nearer  and  more  in  contact  with  American 
fly  fishers.  We  recognise  their  ingenuity,  their 
resource,  and  their  energv,  which  have  shown 
themselves  in  the  development  of  the  tools  we  use. 
We  have  a  lot  to  learu  from  each  other.  We 
should  be  glad  to  see  as  many  Americans  as 
possible  become  members  of  our  club.    A  jjrojjos 


of  that,  I  should  like  to  mention  that  we  have 
a  rule  which  allows  us  to  elect  honorary 
members  for  a  period  of  three  months,  and, 
in  some  cases,  for  longer.  We  hope  that 
provision  will  be  made  more  use  of  by  visitors 
from  America.  Sociability  reigns  supreme  at  the 
Thursday  evening  meetings  of  the  Ply  Fishers' 
Club,  when  around  the  fireplace  are  gathered  men 
acquainted  with  every  river,  every  brook,  every 
stream,  and,  I  believe,  with  every  fish  in  every 
stream  in  the  country.  (Laughter.)  You  can  get 
from  them  hints  with  regard  to  the  fish,  the  flies, 
and  even  the  worms,  and  we  should  be  glad 
indeed  to  welcome  to  those  convivial  meetings 
any  of  our  American  friends  who  did  us 
the  honour  of  paying  us  a  visit.  We  are  very  much 
indebted  to  your  Excellency  for  your  kind  offer  to 
assist  us  in  procuring  the  literature  of  the  American 
Salmon  Fishery  Commissions.  It  was  a  kind 
thought  on  yom-  part  which  prompted  that  offer, 
which  we  shall  accept  in  the  kindly  spirit  in  which 
it  was  ixiade.  Being  desirous  of  immortalising  this 
occasion  I  am  requested  by  Mr.  Marston,  whose  idea 
it  was,  to  present  to  your  Excellency,  on  behalf  of 
the  committee,  a  fly  as  a  souvenir  of  the  occasion, 
and  we  hope  its  colours  and  general  appearance 
will  commend  its  acceptance  to  you. 

Mr.  Gribble  then  presented  the  chairman  with 
a  fly  specially  invented  for  the  occasion  by  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  and  christened  the  "  American  Am- 
bassador," the  feathers  representing  the  stars  and 
stripes  in  a  charming  manner.  We  hope  to  give 
an  illustration  of  it|next  week. 

The  Chairman,  who  was  received  with  loud 
applause,  in  replying,  said :  Gentlemen,  at  this 
late  hour  you  will  excuse  me  doing  imore  than 
express  my  earnest  thanlis  for  the  flattering  manner 
m  which  your  President  has  proposed  this  toast, 
and  the  cordial  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  received 
by  you.  I  desire  now,  and  here,  to  remove  his 
doubts,  and  all  doubts  that  any  of  you  may  have 
entertained,  for,  from  this  hour  onwards,  after  this 
solemn,  earnest,  and  comical  initiation,  from  this 
hour  till  the  end  of  my  life  I  shall  profess  myself  an 
accomplished  fly  fisher.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  And, 
armed  with  this  magnificent  fly,  which  the  genius 
of  your  President  has  inspired  and  the  faculty  of 
your  artists  has  produced,  symbolical  as  it  is  of  the 
flag  of  my  country,  I  propose  to  devote  all  the  time 
that  Lord  Lansdowne  will  allow  me  to  a  cultiva- 
tion of  this  noble  sport.  (Applause.)  Let  me 
thank  you  once  more  for  the  rare  pleasure  which 
you  have  given  me  in  permitting  me  to  be  one  of 
your  company  to-night,  and  for  that  cordial, 
enthusiastic  hospitality  which  you  have  shown 
towards  me,  and  which  is  only  typical  of  that 
universal  spirit  of  friendship  and  goodwill  which 
all  England  manifests  towards  all  America.  (Loud 
applause.)  I  shall  treasure  this  gift  during  the 
residue  of  my  life,  and  shall  hand  it  down  to  my 
children  and  my  children's  children— should  there 
be  any— as  a  token  of  the  affection  which  you  have 
shown  to  me.  (Cheers.)  In  conclusion,  I  can  only 
hope  that  the  members  of  this  club,  collectively 
and  individually,  will  enjoy  that  health,  happiness, 
and  long  life  to  which  their  skill  as  anglers  so 
justly  entitles  them.  (Applause.) 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  gone  through  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Harrison  Hill,  the  artists  including,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Hill,  Miss  Margaret  Cooper  and 
Messrs.  Arthur  Lakin,  Fred  Upton,  and  Walter 
Churcher. 


The  following  song  was  written  for  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  at  the  Hotel 
Cecil,  March  11,  Mr.  Choate,  the  American 
Ambassador,  in  the  chair  : — 

By  Cotswold  Isys. 
(Poet  Laureate  ot  the  Kly  Fishers  Cliil).) 

The  "  stars  "  of  East  and  West  with  joy 

Look  down  from  either  sky. 
And  yet  they  see  a  lifted  "rod" 

Eeady  its  "  stripes  "  to  ply  I 
But  'tis  no  rod  of  wrath  they  see, 

Only  a  fairy  wand 
That  lovers  of  the  gentle  art 
Lift  up  on  either  hand. 

To  smite  each  other  ?    No,  no,  no  I 

But  only  gentle  streams. 
In  peaceful  pastiiue,  \viiere  they  glide 
Like  thoughts  in  lovers'  di-eams. 


From  rocky  mountains  or  green  hills 
Which  thro'  their  varied  lands 

Flow  past  fair  meads  with  silver  sheen, 
Or  roll  o'er  golden  sands. 

In  token  of  this  amity 

Columbia  here  appears, 
In  Choate  her  famed,  illustrious  son 

Whom  now  we  greet  with  cheers. 
Akin  to  him  in  blood  and  tongue, 

Republicans  are  we, 
At  least  to-night,  for  in  the  chair 

Our  "  President "  we  see  ! 
Columbia's  envoy  then  we  hail, 

And  now  salute  her  "  stars  "  ; 
And  may  no  "stripes"  of  direr  kind 

Descend  in  strife  or  wars 
From  us  or  them,  nor  other  "  rod  " 

Be  raised  than  one  to  try 
Which  of  the  twain  shall  catch  best  fish 

Or  cast  the  neatest  fly. 


ME.  H.  E.  GRIBBLE, 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS' 
CLUB. 


Me.  H.  E.  Gribble,  whose  first  year  of  office  as 
President  expires  in  April,  is  an  old  member  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  greatly  liked  by  his  fellow 
members,  his  geniality,  tact,  and  knowledge  having 
contributed  in  no  slight  measure  to  the  club's 
success.    Mr.  Gribble  was  bom  within  the  sound 


Mr.  H.  E.  Gbibble. 

of  Bow  Bells,  and  is  proud  of  being  a  cockney  ;  he 
was  educated  at  Harrow  under  Dr.  Butler,  then 
at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  taking  his  degree  as 
long  ago  as  1868.  We  say  "  as  long  ago  "  for 
Mr.  Gribble  still  looks  as  if  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Since  leaving  Cambridge  Mr.  Gribble  has  followed 
the  profession  of  the  law  as  a  solicitor,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society.  As  a  young  man  he  was  fond  of 
cricket,  rowing,  and  especially  football,  but  it  was 
not  until  later  in  life  that  he  came  under  the 
delightful  sway  of  the  goddess  of  fly  fishing.  The 
sport  had  always  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  most 
attractive  one,  but  he  had  no  opportunity  of  fishing  ; 
until  chance  led  him  to  Dartmoor  he  was  not 
thrown  in  its  way.  The  attraction  of  the  art 
grows  rapidly  when  fish  are  abundant  and,  as  they 
were  twenty-five  years  ago,  untutored,  and  soon 
became  a  fascination  for  him,  and  as  he  gradually 
extended  his  operations  to  other  waters  he  learnt 
that  for  a  hard-working  professional  man,  whose 
sport  must  be  regulated  w  ith  regard  to  means  and 
limitation  ot  holidays,  trout  fishing  possessed 
attractions  not  found  in  any  other  pursuit. 

The  constant  attention  and  observation  essential 
to  making  a  good  basket,  the  unceasing  delight  of 
surrounding  life,  animal  and  vegetable,  the  awe  of 
ugged  mountain  scenery  or  the  quietude  of  soft 
ich  water-meadows,  formed,  in  his  experience,  a 
better  restorative  than  shooting  or  travelling,  and 
for  years  he  has  passed  his  entire  leism-e  time  in 
fly  fishing. 

About  eight  years  ago  Mr.  Gribble  tried  the  dry 
.-,  and  thinks  it  the  perfection  of  sport.    It  is,  he 
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says,  pitting  one's  own  skill  against  the  intelligence 
of  the  most  wary  and  sensitive  of  animals,  and 
when  you  deceive  a  trout  or  grayling  in  the  matter 
of  his'^  own  natural  food  he  thinks  the  thrill  of 
satisfaction  makes  up  for  many  a  long  hour  of 
waiting  for  the  "rise."  He  has  ever  since  rented 
some  fishing  on  the  Itchen,  and  passes  his  spare 
time  between  that  and  the  Wylie  Club  water,  of 
which  he  is  a  member. 

Salmon  fishing  he  has  tried  a  little,  and  considers 
it  a  sport  for  men  of  leisure  and  wealth,  who  can 
afford  to  pay  and  to  wait  for  the  glorious  excitement 
of  a  fight  with  a  "  fish." 

Mr.  Gribble  states  that  he  owes  a  great  deal  to 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  where  you  find  the  proverbial 
good  fellowship  of  fishermen  in  the  fullest  bloom, 
and  where  as  a  tyro  compared  not  only  to  Basil 
Field,  Marston,  Senior,  Cooke,  and  Horton,  the 
fishing  giants  he  has  had  the  honom-  to  succeed, 
but  to  the  large  majority  of  the  members,  hints, 
information,  guidance,  and  knowledge  have  been 
imparted  to  him  on  every  branch  of  the  art. 

Mr.  Gribble  thinks  himself  fortunate,  inasmuch 
as  his  year  of  office  has  not  only  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  club,  but  is 
also  memorable  as  that  in  which  the  annual 
dinner  was  presided  over  by  such  a  distinguished 
man  as  His  Excellency  the  American  Ambassador, 
a  fact  which  will  do  no  little  towards  strengthening 
the  bonds  of  good  feeling  existing  between  the 
anglers  of  the  two  countries— we  had  almost  said 
the  two  empires, 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 
Annual  Dinner. 


Time  writes  no  wrinkle  on  the  azure  brow  of  old 
ocean.  From  the  earliest  ages  poets  have  sung  in 
praise  of  the  sea,  and  the  subject  is  as  vivid  as 
ever.  "  The  sea,  the  sea,  the  open  sea,  the  blue, 
the  fresh,  the  ever  free,"  has  been  extolled  at  many 
gatherings,  but  surely  never  has  salt  water  and  the 
denizens  of  the  deep  received  a  more  memorable 
"appreciation"  than  was  bestowed  by  the  great 
gathering  of  sea  anglers  at  the  Eestaurant  Frascati 
on  Wednesday  night.  The  occasion  was  the  ninth 
annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  a 
societj'  which  numbers  over  900  members,  and  which 
has  such  far-reaching  influence  that  its  annual  social 
function  attracted  sea  anglers  and  their  friends 
interested  in  sea  angling  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  even  more  distant  places. 
The  company  was  indeed  large,  influential,  and 
representative,  several  gentlemen  being  present  who 
are  in  a  position  to  help  give  legislative  effect  to 
many  practical  suggestions  uttered  in  the  coiirse 
of  the  evening.  The  Et.  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  presided,  Mr.  George  Doughty,  M.P.  for 
Grimsby,  was  vice-chairman,  and  there  were  also 
present : — Eev.  H.  Pinder ;  Dr.  Cooper  ;  Dr.  Pollard ; 
Messrs.  F.  G.  Aflalo  ;  M.  Aflalo  ;  T.  J.  Barratt ;  A. 
T.  Burnett ;  E.  0.  Brooks ;  J.  H.  Basten ;  M.  F. 
Blake;  F.  C.  Brown;  E.  M.  Bonniwell;  T.  B. 
Bates  ;  G.  E.  Cran  ;  C.  H.  Cook  ;  J.  P.  Connellan  ; 
C.  J.  Crisfield ;  W.  Cooper ;  J.  S.  Churchward  ; 
C.  Hardy-Corfe;  G.  Eead  Clarke;  F.  H.  Clay; 
P.  L.  Collins ;  W.  P.  Coleman ;  J.  Cooksey ; 
E.  J.  Gordon ;  E.  C.  Graham ;  Thos.  Gibson ; 
Herbert  Gentry ;  F.  Giles ;  Commander  E.  H. 
Grove;  H.  H.  Holland;  A.  C.  Hodgson;  Croft 
Handley;  G.  Horsman  ;  G.  Herbert ;  A.  J.  Holbrow; 
AV.  J.  Hossack ;  G,  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  ")  ; 
Trewatha  W.  H.  James  ;  J.  C.  H.  Jago  ;  A.  Krenkel ; 

A.  E.  Litchfield;  C.  O.  Minchin ;  G.  A.  Maull ; 

E.  M.  Mallett ;  E.  B.  Marston ;  F.  W.  Norman ; 
W.  S.  Penny ;  G.  A.  Paul ;  H.  Pickup ;  J.  Pickup  ; 
W.  B.  Penny;  J.  Eisien ;  G.  Eoberts;  E.  Stanley; 

F.  Smythe ;   W.  K.    Summers ;   H.  L.  Smiles ; 

B.  F.  Stratton ;  A.  C.  Towers ;  G.  D.  Turner ;  G. 
WJieeler;  A.  Watts;  Forbes  Wiuslow ;  M.  H. 
Winkley  ;  W.  E.  Woolgar ;  and  many  others,  as 
members  named  above  brought  many  guests. 

Thk  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  "  The 
King,"  who,  he  said,  was  loved  by  subjects  who 
enjoyed  the  inestimable  blessing  of  living  in  a  free 
country.  His  Majesty  exercised  an  influence  over 
the  minds  and  aspirations  of  his  subjects  to  a 
degree  which  had  never  been  excelled  by  any 
monarch  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Such  influence 
had  been  justly  won,  and  when  the  reign  of 
Edward  VII.  closed,  and  Heaven  send  that  that 
time  might  be  far  distant,  the  nation  would  feel 
the  full  measure  of  regret  which  marked  the  parting  | 


with  his  revered  mother.  In  proposing  "  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Alexandra,  their  Eoyal  Highnesses 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  other 
members  of  the  Eoyal  Family,"  the  chairman  said 
all  these  august  personages  enjoyed  the  people's 
love  and  homage.  It  was  especially  gratifying  to 
them  to  know  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  an 
ardent  and  skilful  angler.  His  Eoyal  Highness 
was  not  yet  known  as  a  sea  angler — one  must  begin 
somewhere — but  on  many  fresh  waters  he  had 
shown  his  capabilities  as  a  sportsman.  Before 
long  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  on  the  Dee,  and 
all  present  would  wish  him  "tight  lines." 

The  company  loyally  cheered,  and  joined  in 
singing  "  God  bless  the  Prince  of  Wales." 

The  Chairman,  on  rising  to  propose  the  toast  of 
"  The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,"  was  loudly 
cheered.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  said :  We  have  arrived 
at  a  very  serious  part  of  the  proceedings,  at  least 
a  part  which  seems  serious  to  me.  You  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  listening  to  delightful  music,  now 
I  must  inflict  the  pain  which  accompanies  a 
dry  speech.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difference 
between  a  "good"  and  a  "bad"  speaker,  and  I 
I  think  that  difierence  was  well  described  by 
Archbishop  Whateley,  who  said  a  good  speaker 
had  something  to  say,  but  a  bad  speaker  only 
succeeded  in  saying  something.  (Laughter.)  To- 
night I  shall  say  something — not  very  much — ■ 
because  my  subject  has  in  former  years  been 
much  better  treated  by  others.  ("  No,  no.")  I 
regret  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  is  so 
well  known  by  a  polysyllabic  title,  and  I  wish 
I  had  his  eloquence  or  that  of  Mr.  Aflalo,  to 
name  but  two  of  many  devotees  of  the  craft  we 
all  love.  To-night,  however,  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  reveal  to  you  any  secrets  or  to  give  you  any 
advice  as  to  the  special  sport  you  all  admire.  I 
have  myself  got  very  wet,  and  much  enjoyed 
myself  in  the  attempts  to  capture  sea  fish. 
At  times  my  feeling  could  hardly  be  described 
as  "  enjoyment."  (Laughter.)  However,  sea 
fishing  has  become  so  improved  in  all  its  branches 
that  I  cherish  the  hope  that  I  may  solace  some  of 
my  declining  years  with  what  sport  I  can  obtain 
from  the  head  of  some  unfrequented  pier.  Another 
consideration  makes  me  doubtful  of  my  success  in 
proposing  this  toast.  I  observe,  with  pain,  that 
people  are  apt  to  speak  of  angling  in  a  jocular 
spirit.  There  is  a  very  recent  instance  of  this  levity. 
(Laughter.)  To  speak  in  this  light  spirit  may 
be  all  very  well  for  some,  but  if  I,  a  Scotsman, 
attempt  to  be  jocular,  then  Heaven  help 
my  audience.  (Laughter.)  A  joke  which  always 
passes  current  is  to  cast  doubts  on  the  veracity  of 
anglers.  I  cannot  raise  a  laugh  by  such  means, 
because  it  only  applies  to  fresh-water  anglers. 
Sea  anglers  not  only  tell  the  truth  strictly 
but  mathematically  prove  their  statements ;  you 
have  doubtless  all  seen  the  photograph  of  the  3701b. 
black  sea  bass,  with  its  captor  standing  by  its  side, 
so  that  dimensions  may  be  compared.  It  is  only 
when  listening  to  fresh-water  fish  stories  that 
I  feel  a  great  demand  is  made  on  my  credulity.  I 
remember  I  was  once  being  driven  past  a  Scotch 
loch  by  an  aged  and  respectable  Highland  gillie,  a 
member  of  the  kirk.  "Are  there  any  big  pike  in  that 
loch  ?  "  I  asked.  "  Pike  ? — eh,  mon,  there  are  1  " 
said  my  driver.  "  I  remember  once  I  was  fishin' 
this  vera  loch  when  I  saw  floatin'  what  I  took  for 
the  trunk  of  a  big  tree.  I  looked  again  and  saw 
twa  een  at  one  end.  It  was  just  a  pike." 
"Did  you  catch  it?"  I  asked.  "Nae,  nae," 
said  the  gillie,  "  I  just  ganged  awa'  frae  that  loch 
as  fast  as  I  could  for  fear  of  it."  I  doubted 
that  story  until  I  remembered  that  the  gillie 
was  a  member  of  the  kirk,  and  so  it  must  be  true. 
(Loud  laughter.)  I  must  confess  I  have  for 
fresh -water  anglers  a  strong  feeling  of 'sympathy, 
tinged  with  some  compassion,  when  I  look  to  their 
future  prospects.  For  one  angler  at  the  beginning 
of  the  nineteenth  century  the  twentieth  century 
can  show  fifty  or  a  hundretl.  Yet  the  area  of  our 
fishing  waters  has  not  increased,  and  pollution  has 
killed  the  life  in  what  were  prolific  rivers. 
I  know  that  anglers  love  each  other,  and 
when  one  gets  early  to  a  favourite  salmon  cast  or 
trout  f)Ool  and  sees  an  alien  rod  already  busy  the 
first  impulse  is  to  thank  Heaven  that  a  fellow- 
creature  is  enjoying  himself,  and  to  wish  him  good 
sport.  (Laughter.)  You  sea  anglers  are  not  so  often 
called  upon  to  exercise  such  charity  to  a  rival.  The 
ocean  is  practically  illimitable,  the  sea  covers  the 
greater  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  globe,  and  in  its 
dt^aths  there  is  an  endless  variety  of  sporting 


fish,  while  we  are  daily  improving  the  art  of 
taking  them  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner.  You 
have,  in  fact,  an  unlimited  playground,  and  in 
spite  of  over-fishing  and  the  taking  of  immature 
fish  which  we  all  deplore,  a  practically  indes- 
tructible stock  of  game  fish.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  I 
am  glad  to  know  that  our  Government  is  doing  some- 
thing towards  the  preservation  of  these  fish,  not  so 
much  as  should  be  done,  not  so  much  as  is  done  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or,  at  any  rate, 
so  much  as  the  United  States  Government  claims 
to  be  doing.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  We  are  all 
glad  to  hope  that  the  Christiania  conference  will 
lead  to  the  preservation  of  fish  in  the  North 
Seas,  and  will  extend  our  knowledge  as  to  the  best 
means  of  developing  and  preserving  those  fisheries. 
Primarily  the  objects  of  this  conference  will  be 
commercial,  but  you  may  depend  upon  it  that 
sporting  anglers  will  derive  practical  benefits 
from  the  measures  taken.  (Applause.)  I 
must  confess  that  I  hold  the  opinion  that  the 
scope  of  the  inquiry,  as  at  present  sketched,  does 
not  seem  adequate.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  The  area  is  so 
vast,  the  questions  of  tides,  temperature,  salinity, 
and  other  matters  so  curious  and  variable  that 
observations  must  be  taken  through  many  successive 
seasons  before  we  can  have  a  trustworthy  basis  for 
calculation.  Our  observations  must  extend  over  a 
series  of  years,  but  let  us  be  thankful  that  a  begin- 
ning is  to  be  made.  (Cheers.)  Parliament  will  vote 
the  money  and  there  will  be  not  wanting  the 
loyal  co-operation  necessary  to  make  the  scheme 
a  success.  (Cheers.)  I  hold  the  opinion 
that  sea  fishermen  have  another  advantage 
over  the  fresh-water  angler.  During  the  year 
you  have  a  greater  number  of  days  on  which 
you  may  pursue  your  pleasure.  You  may 
have  storms,  but  in  the  sea  you  don't  have  those 
droughts  which  some  of  us  have  to  deplore.  The 
woes  of  the  angler  were  very  well  summed  up  by 
the  lines  which  Mr.  Bidder,  Q.C.,  wrote  in  a  hotel 
book. 

Sometimes  too  early,  sometimes  too  late. 
Sometimes  too  little,  and  sometimes  in  spate. 
Sometimes  too  frosty,  and  sometimes  too  warm, 
Sometimes  too  windy,  and  sometimes  too  calm. 
Sometimes  too  muddy,  and  sometimes  too  clear. 
There's  always  a  something  when  I'm  fishing  here. 
You,  gentlemen,  can  almost  any  day  embark  with 
the  hope,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  some  reward. 
Then,  too,  your  sport  is  more  economical,  and 
that  is  a  fact  which  commends  itself  to  one  of 
my  nationality.  (Laughter.)  I  shiver  sometimes 
when  I  think  of  what  our  salmon  costs.  A  noble 
friend  rented  a  stretch  of  Jwater  on  the  Tweed, 
paying  £2000  for  a  single  season,  and  his  bag  was 
thirteen  salmon.  My  experience  has  not  •  been  so 
extensive  or  so  dismal,  but  I  took  my  rod  for  a 
month  to  a  Highland  river  and  two  salmon  cost 
me  £50.  Well,  gentlemen,  I  congratulate  you  on 
all  your  advantages.  I  congratulate  myself 
on  the  fact  that  patient  anglers  have  listened 
to  me  so  long  and  so  indulgently,  and  I  am 
grateful  that  I  find  myself  in  such  pleasant 
society.  My  words  have  been  weak  and  dis- 
cursive, but  I  shall  not  do  myself  justice  if  you 
do  not  detect  the  true  ring  of  sincerity  when,  with 
all  my  heart,  I  wish  long  life  and  increasing 
prosperity  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
(Loud  cheers.) 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes.  The 
Deal  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  Sowter,  who 
also  took  a  gold  medal.  The  Sarcelle  Cup  is  at 
present  held  by  Mr.  Mallett,  a  gentleman  who  has 
done  splendid  work  with  the  Entertainment  com- 
mittee. This  cup  is  for  the  best  specimen  fish 
caught  between  August  1  and  July  31.  Silver 
medals  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  E.  J.  Holbrow, 
A.  E.  Litchfield,  E.  C.  H.  Cope,  B.  F.  Stratton,  H. 
Marks,  and  W.  J.  Bm-gess.  Bronze  medals  went 
to  Mrs.  M.  A.  Coles,  and  Messrs.  W.  K.  Summers 
and  C.  W.  Croft-Handley.  Mrs.  Walter  Summers 
and  Mr.  G.  E.  Beasley  took  silver  medals  for  pier 
fishing. 

The  recipients  of  the  prizes  were  warmly  cheered. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Churchyard  proposed  "  The  Honorary 
Committee  and  Officers."  He  said  the  success  of 
the  society,  a  success  of  which  every  member 
was  proud,  was  solely  due  to  the  splendid  work 
of  the  committee,  who  had  won  the  confidence  of 
every  member.  Every  committee-man  was  a  true 
sportsman  with  up-to-date  methods,  and  the  com- 
mittee had  earned  gratitude  by  attention  to  minute 
details  for  the  benefit  of  the  members.  (Cheers.) 
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They  had  laboured  to  increase  accurate  knowledge 
of  sport,  had  encouraged  the  reading  of  valuable 
papers  which  would  spread  information  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  society. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  C.  0.  MiNCHiN,  in  response,  thanked  all  the 
members  for  their  loyal  support.  He  was  glad  to 
say  he  had  heard  from  Dr.  Patterson,  who,  travelling 
abroad,  had  endured  much  hardship,  but  was  in 
good  spirits  and  good  health,  although  he  had 
reduced  his  circumference  by  four  and  a  half 
inches.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  Every  member  of  the 
committee  had  worked  hard,  except  the  honorary 
solicitor,  who  found  sea  anglers  so  amiable  and 
brotherly  that  his  ofSce  was  a  complete  sinecure. 
Mr.  Minchin  concluded  with  a  pleasant  look-out 
for  the  future  of  the  society.  He  hoped  that  the 
scientific  study  of  fish  would  grow  more  and  more 
popular  with  members.    ("  Hear,  hear.") 

Me.  G.  Read  Clarke  proposed  "  The  Press  and 
the  Visitors  "  in  a  humorous  speech.  He  made 
the  most  of  a  funny  incident,  an  anticipatory 
account  of  the  dinner,  and  paid  the  Press 
the  compliment  of  being  prophetic  and  powerful. 
The  Press,  kind  to  the  reputation  of  anglers, 
always  took  care  that  fish  should  commence 
to  increase  in  weight  the  moment  they  were 
caught.  (Laughter.)  He  would  cheerfully  admit 
that  such  papers  as  the  Field  and  the  Fisliing 
Gazette  did  much  for  anglers.  (Cheers.)  The 
Press  spread  knowledge,  it  gave  encouragement,  it 
helped  the  fraternity  between  anglers,  it  afforded 
means  of  comparison  and  communication.  Every 
angler  present  felt  honoured  by  the  presence  of 
such  good  sportsmen  and  Pressmen  as  Mr.  W. 
Senior  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  whose  names  he 
coupled  with  the  toast.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  then  extended  a  kindly  welcome  to  "  The 
Visitors,"  for  whom  Mr.  Houlton  subsequently 
replied. 

Replying  for  the  Press,  Mr.  W.  Senior  ("  Red 
Spinner ")  was  in  capital  vein.  He  wished  Mr. 
Read  Clarke  had  not  characterised  the  Press  as 
"  powerful,"  because  that  was  a  word  which  had 
once  described  a  brace  of  cod  a  fortnight  old. 
(Laughter.)  He  would  claim  for  angling  literature 
that  it  had  done  much  to  increase  not  only  the 
number  of  anglers,  but  their  knowledge  and  their 
pleasinres.  The  Field  had  angling  only  as  one 
department,  but  Mr.  Marston  had  the  pleasure  of 
possessing  a  paper  devoted  entirely  to  the  craft, 
and  he  had  used  that  possession  very  much  to  the 
benefit  of  fishermen.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  Mr.  Senior 
went  on  to  give  personal  experiences  of  sea 
fishing,  especially  Ln  Queensland,  and  his  glowing 
pictures  of  sport  at  the  Antipodes  produced  quite  a 
lively  sensation.  It  was  pleasant  to  hear  the 
veteran  angler  verbally  fighting  o'er  again  his 
battles  with  big  fish. 

Me.  R.  B.  Marston  also  acknowledged  the  toast. 
He  regretted  that  with  all  the  advantages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  it  could  not  find  space  to  keep 
pace  with  the  development  and  extension  of  angling. 
Societies  grew  in  number  and  in  importance,  and 
"  Dragnet  "  often  wore  a  woeful  look  when  he  found 
it  impossible  to  do  justice  to  such  an  important 
society  as  the  B.S.A.S.  After  assuring  the  society 
of  his  keen  interest  in  their  proceedings  and 
their  success,  Mr.  Marston  dropped  into  a 
humorous  anecdotal  style,  and  provoked  much 
laughter  by  his  description  of  an  underground 
river — American,  of  course — which  ran  ten  miles 
out  to  sea  and  on  which  an  adventurous  angler 
fished  with  a  trout  fly  from  one  side  of  his  boat, 
while  from  the  other  side  he  had  good  sport  with  a 
cod-line.  (Laughter.)  ]4|t  Marston  capped  the 
chairman's  "  big  pike  "  story  by  describing  a  new 
bait  for  pike  accidentally  discovered  by  a  Scotch- 
man. This  bait  was  very  effective,  but  too  valuable 
and  expensive  to  be  brought  into  general  use. 

In  an  admirable  speech,  rising  to  the  dignity  of  a 
literary  "  appreciation,"  Mr.  P.  G.  Ailalo  proposed 
"  The  Chairman."  He  sketched  the  magnificent 
literary  work  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  had  done 
and  was  doing,  and  eulogised  his  labours  in 
Parliament  and  elsewhere  for  the  benefit  of 
British  fisheries.  Mr.  Aflalo  concluded  thus  :  We 
may  congratulate  ourselves,  and  feel  very  grateful 
to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  that  he  should  have  given 
us  this  evening.  He  was  one  of  our  first  vice- 
presidents.  I  wrote  to  him  when  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  consisted  of  one  very  unworthy 
member.  He  has  stuck  to  us  ever  since,  though 
this  is  the  first  time  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
welcoming  him  in  person.   I  ask  you,  gentlemen 


to  make  that  welcome  a  record  one.  Long  may 
he  delight  us  with  his  writings,  long  may  he  live 
to  safeguard  the  best  interests  of  the  sport  we  all 
love.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  while  disclaiming  all  title  to 
the  tributes  paid  him,  said  he  would  take  credit 
for  an  interest,  a  deep  and  abiding  interest, 
in  fisheries.  He  had  spent  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  evening  which  would  quicken  that 
interest.  He  believed  that  healthy  sport  did  much 
to  mould  the  national  character,  and  surely  a  sport 
so  manly,  so  salt  of  the  sea,  and  so  spiced  with 
adventure  as  sea  angling,  must  tend  to  develop  the 
best  qualities  of  Englishmen.  He  was  proud  of 
presidiag  over  such  a  splendid  gathering.  Re- 
gretting the  absence  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (suddenly 
called  away  by  the  illness  of  his  father),  he  took 
that  gentleman's  duty,  and  with  pleasure  proposed 
the  health  of  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  George 
Doughty,  member  for  Grimsby,  and  well  known 
for  his  splendid  work  on  behalf  of  the  North  Sea 
fishermen. 

Mr.  Doughty,  who  was  received  with  warm 
cheers,  urged  the  B.S.A.S.  to  do  all  possible  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  were  endeavouring 
to  prevent  the  seas  from  being  depleted  by  the 
capture  of  immature  fish.  In  a  valuable  and 
startling  statistical  statement  the  speaker  proved 
the  necessity  for  vigorous  action  in  this  matter. 

During  the  evening  there  was  a  charming  musical 
programme  given  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  James 
Budd.  Miss  Maude  Ballard  and  Miss  Emily  Fox- 
croft  were  enthusiastically  applauded,  and  Mr. 
James  Budd,  Mr.  E.  Branscombe,  Mr.  Will  E. 
Edwards  (humorist),  and  Mr.  Sidney  Hill  (pianist) 
contributed  no  small  share  to  the  success  of  the 
evening. 


STRAY  NOTES  ON  SEA  FISHING.* 

{Contiimed  from  page  166.) 

Running  It  Rather  Close. 
However,  at  last  I  ventured  on  just  as  much 
gently  persuasive  force  as  I  thought  my  trace 
would  bear,  and  the  move  fortunately  succeeded. 
Back  he  turned,  and  away  he  came  again,  straight 
for  the  boat,  much  faster  than  I  could  wind  up, 
though  Cameron  backed  me  by  pulling  his  best. 
Of  course,  the  line  became  perfectly  slack,  and  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  he  was  off,  when  a  gradual 
tightening  of  it  told  me,  to  my  relief,  that  he  was 
still  all  right,  and  in  a  few  seconds  more  I  had  him 
under  command  again.  This  second  pull  he 
resented  by  another  tremendous  rush  in  the 
direction  he  had  at  first  taken,  and  again  he  ran 
out  almost  the  whole  of  my  line.  As  I  had,  how- 
ever, by  this  time  to  some  extent  "  taken  his 
measure,"  and  he  was  not  quite  so  fresh  as  he  was 
at  first,  I  ventured  to  check  him  a  little  sooner, 
with  a  view  of  getting  him  somewhat  better  in 
hand.  Three  or  four  such  determined  rushes  he 
made,  only  gradually  relaxing  in  his  efforts,  and 
returning  after  each  in  a  manner  which  was  any- 
thing but  pleasant  at  the  time.  Every  now  and 
then  he  would  show  his  head  above  water  as  he 
came  up  to  have  a  look  round,  when  Cameron 
greeted  it  with  "  God  bless  me,  what  n'a  head  1  " 
Then  would  follow  in  due  succession  his  dorsal  fin 
and  tail  as  ho  turned  over  to  go  below  again. 
Cameron's  excitement  was  too  great  for  any  variety 
in  his  expletives.  It  was  always  "  God  bless  me, 
what  n'a  back  fin  a  got  !  "  "  God  bless  me,  what 
n'a  tail  1  "  After  playing  him  for  about  half-an- 
hour  he  gradually  became  less  and  less  disinclined 
to  listen  to  reason,  and  we  set  about  finding  a  place 
to  land  him  in.  We  looked  at  two  or  three  as  we 
coasted  quietly  along,  but  there  were  always  rocks 
or  something  in  the  way,  which  made  them 
objectionable,  and  at  last  we  paddled  across,  as 
fast  as  the  fish  would  follow,  to  a  small  island,  the 
shore  of  which  was  smooth,  and  rose  gradually  to 
the  water's  edge,  near  the  head  of  the  loch.  Here 
Cameron  ran  the  boat  up,  and  I  carefully  jumped 
on  shore.  The  ground  was  all  clear,  and  I  took 
the  fish  up  to  a  convenient  spot  away  from  the 
boat  and  brought  him  quietly  up  into  shallow 
water,  when  John  Cameron  waded  in  round  him, 
and  getting  his  hands  well  under  his  gills,  hauled 
him  bodily  out,  and  with  a  "  God  bless  me,  what 
n'a  fish  1 "  brought  him  on  shore  in  his  arms,  I 
had  entreated  him  to  employ  the  gaff,  but  he 

*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume. 


seemed  so  uncertain  as  to  its  use,  and  so  confident 
of  being  able  to  do  it  in  his  own  way,  that  I  let 
him  "  gang  his  ain  gait,"  The  fish  proved  to  be  a 
magnificent  male  Salmo  ferox,  which  our  steel- 
yards agreed  in  returning  about  two  ounces  under 
twenty  pounds.  His  dimensions  were  -length, 
two  feet  eight  inches  and  three-quarters ;  girth, 
one  foot  ten  inches  and  a  half.  Anything  like  his 
condition  I  never  saw,  but  it  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  compared  by  the  first  three 
people  we  met  to  a  pig,  a  whale,  and  a  pair  of 
bellows. 

All's  Well  that  Ends  Well. 
On  looking  to  see  how  he  had  been  hooked,  I 
found  that  the  lower  part  of  the  flight  of  hooks  had 
caught  him  in  the  side  of  the  mouth,  but  that  the 
lip-hook  had  also,  no  doubt  as  he  went  away  in  one 
of  his  long  rushes,  got  fast  in  one  of  his  gill-covers, 
behind  the  eye.  Thus  I  had  throughout  been 
labouring  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  a  cross- 
pull  on  him,  which,  coupled  with  the  defective 
state  of  my  gut,  the  fault  in  which  was  just  at  that 
critical  place,  made  it  a  matter  of  wonder  that  I 
ever  succeeded  in  landing  him.  Possibly,  however, 
the  effect  of  this  cross-pull  may  have  been  advan- 
tageous in  preventing  him  from  leaping,  had  he 
done  which,  I  think  we  must,  in  all  probability, 
have  parted  company. 

A  FiSHBR-DoO. 

I  occupied  a  shooting-lodge  with  some  friends 
for  a  couple  of  seasons  close  to  a  sea-loch  in  Ross- 
shire.    One  of  the  principal  dependents  (in  his  own 
estimation)  attached  to  it  was  a  stocky  little  yellow 
terrier,  not  smooth,  nor  of  the  shaggiest,  but  of  a 
kind  of  intermediate  roughness,  whose  two  chief 
personal  characteristics  were  a  singular  bunch  of 
light  yellow  hair,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long, 
projecting  from  the  outer  corner  of  each  eye,  which 
gave  him  a  very  grotesque  appearance ;  and  the 
determination  with  which,  never  keeping  more 
than  three  legs  in  work  at  the  same  time  (as  is  the 
habit  of  such  dogs),  he  changed  from  one  hind  leg  to 
the  other  at  every  two  steps  when  on  the  march. 
Fisher-Dog  out  Salmon  Fishing. 
Although  he  took  a  great  interest  in  all  field 
sports  in  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  joining, 
yet  fishing  was  the  one  which  p  assessed  for  him 
the  most  particular  attractions,  and  in  which  he 
principally  excelled.     His   proper  owner,  who 
resided  at  a  considerable  distance,  had  formerly 
lent  him  to  the  keeper,  when,  having  once  tasted 
the  delights  of  a  free  piscatorial  life,  he  could  not 
only  not  be  induced  to  return,  but,  if  taken  home 
to  his  master,  soon  found  his  way  back  to  the 
quarters  where  he  could  enjoy  his  favourite  sport 
ad  libitum.    It  mattered  very  little  to  him  what 
kind  of  fishing  was  the  order  of  the  day,  so  long  as 
he  was  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  it.    He  soon 
found  out  what  it  was  to  be,  whether  up  the  river 
for  salmon  or  down  the  loch  for  sea-fish,  and  was 
always  the  first  on  the  road  towards  the  river,  or  in 
the  boat  when  sea-fishing  was  determined  on,  as 
the  case  might  be.    Many  a  rough  day  he  had  of  it 
— sitting   in  the  bow  or  stern-sheets,  wherever 
there  happened  to  be  room  for  him — drenched  with 
rain  and  spray,  and  perhaps  half  frozen  by  a  biting 
wind.    But  all  this  was  endured,  just  as  his  human 
friends  endured  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  sport,  which 
seemed  to  make  up  for  all  discomforts.    Great  was 
his  excitement  when  a  salmon  was  hooked,  and 
profound  the   attention   with   whiih   (head  on 
one   side  and  ears  cocked)  he  watched  all  the 
subsequent  proceedings — the  salmon's  rushes — his 
leaps — his  gradual  approach  to  the  shore — perhaps 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  gaff  him  (for  the  gillies 
there  were  not  very  certain  hands  at  the  work), 
until  at  length  the  crowning  efibrt  was  made  and 
the  fish  landed  safelj'  on  terra  finna.    He  was 
then  a  proud  and  a  happy  dog.     He  had  done  his 
work  well  in  his  own  opinion,  and  evidently  con- 
sidered himself  to  be  oft"  duty  for  a  time,  and 
entitled,  in  common  with  ourselves,  to  take  a  rest 
and  divert  himself,  which,  after  inspecting  the  fish, 
and  superintending  the  process  of  weighing  it,  he 
accordingly  set  about  doing  in  his  own  way — that 
is,  instead  of  smoking  a  pipe  over  it  as  we  did,  he, 
after  a  preliminary  stretch  and  roll  on  the  heather, 
took  out  his  relaxation  in  a  hunt  (not,  however, 
often  attended  with  much  success)  after  field-mice. 

Of  sea-fishing,  too,  he  was  very  fond,  and  when 
hand-lines  were  employed  would  look  over  the  side 
as  a  line  was  hauled  in,  and  await  the  appearance 
of  the  up-coming  fish  with  the  keenest  interest. 
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The  method  I  have  elsewhere  described  of  trailing 
with  a  number  of  flies  on  the  same  line  he  never 
seemed  thoroughly  to  understand,  apparently  con- 
sidering that  one,  or  at  the  most  two,  fish  at  a 
time  was  as  much  as  could  possibly  be  expected, 
and  when  a  string  of  about  a  dozen  came  in  one 
after  the  other  he  got  into  a  state  of  perfectly 
bewildered  excitement. 

The  Dog  Fishes  on  His  Own  Account. 
But  what  he  peculiarly  delighted  in  was  fishing 
on  his  own  account.  The  fish  required  for  the 
consumption  of  the  house  were  cleaned  and  washed 
in  the  sea-loch  opposite  to  it,  and,  attracted  by  the 
offal  which  resulted  from  that  process,  large  cod 
used  constantly  to  come  in,  Uvo  and  three  at  a 
time,  coastmg  quietly  along,  and  venturing  close  to 
the  shore,  where  there  was  scarcely  depth  of  water 
to  cover  them,  almost  regardless  of  the  presence  of 
bystanders.  Here  of  an  evening,  after  we  had  done 
our  day's  work,  our  friend  used  to  take  his  stand, 
perhaps  occuiiying  a  commanding  position  on  one 
of  the  stepping-stones  which  formed  a  rough  pier 
for  the  purpose  of  embarkation,  on  the  look-out 
for  the  cod.  Although  he  generally  saw  them 
when  they  were  at  some  little  distance  from  the 
shore,  yet,  if  they  seemed  to  be  coming  pretty 
straight  towards  him,  he  rarely  made  any  demon- 
stration until  they  were  well  within  reach  and  he 
had  a  fair  chance  at  them.  Then  in  he  went  with 
a  rush.  There  was  a  tussle,  a  diving,  a  gripping, 
and  a  blowing,  and  then  gradually  he  emerged, 
struggling  with  and  dragging  after  him  the  un- 
wieldy and  reluctant  form  of  a  big  helpless-looking 
cod. 

These  fish  rarely  (if  ever)  venture  in  so  close  and 
boldly  except  when  badly  fed  and  out  of  condition, 
and  although  those  which  were  thus  caught  would, 
when  in  proper  condition,  have  been  of  a  very  good 
size  (for  even  then  they  weighed  as  much  as  ten  or 
twelve  pounds  each),  yet  they  were  consequently, 
for  the  most  part,  poor,  ugly,  ill-shaped  brutes,  and 
so  little  fit  for  the  table  that,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  which  the  gillies  took  home  to  be  salted, 
such  as; could  be  rescued  in  time  were  put  back 
again,  a  course  of  proceeding  by  no  means  to  the 
taste  of  the  captor,  who  viewed  it  with  marked 
dissatisfaction,  evidently  showing  by  his  manner 
that  he  considered  we  had  no  right  whatever  to 
interfere,  and  saying  as  plainly  as  dog  could  speak, 
"I  never  put  back  any  of  your  fish.  Why  on 
earth  should  you  meddle  with  mine  1  "  I  noticed 
with  some  surprise  that  several  of  those  which  had 
been  thus  reprieved  seemed  nothing  daunted  by 
the  rough  reception  they  had  experienced,  and 
might  be  seen  returning  after  a  few  minutes  to 
prosecute  their  search  for  the  ofifal,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened. 

The  keeper  told  me  that  when  they  were  alone 
together  the  dog  had  often  landed  salmon  for  him  : 
as,  however,  we  had  human  and  mechanical  aids 
at  hand  we  never  availed  ourselves  of  his  services 
for  that  purpose. 

{To  be  continued.) 


INNEELEITHEN. 


"Who  doth  ambition  shun, 
And  loves  to  lie  in  the  sun 
Eating  the  food  he  gets. 
And  pleased  with  what  he  eats. 
Come  hither,  come  hither  1  " 
This  seems  to  be  the  burden  of  the  songs  of  the 
indwellers— may  I  call  them  inner  dwellers  ?— in 
that  little  known,  unfrequented,  peaceful  hamlet— 
Innerleithen  I 

What  an  indefinable  charm  must  lie  in  a  valley 
so  romantic,  and  which  is  so  far  removed  from  the 
shrill  scream  of  the  railway  whistle,  and  where  no 
pestilential  revolving  machinery  drummeth  on  the 
"  drum  "  of  the  listener's  ear  1 
_  Amidst  the  beauty,  and  the  silences,  floweth  the 
river  Tweed;  the  pastoral  simplicity  of  its  sur- 
roundings and  of  its  people  lending  an  indefinable 
charm  to  the  stranger  who  ventures  into  that 
unknown  land,  in  search  of  peace,  beauty,  and 
innocence  1 

Some  well-meaning  angling  writers  have  of  late 
ventured  to  ventilate  the  charms  of  this  te7-ra 
incoffmta,  and  more  is  the  pity.  Let  it  sleep  on 
in  Its  silence,  and  revel  in  its  solitude— long,  long, 
undisturbed  by  the  din  of  labour— and  the  raucous 
voice  of  dissipated  hilarity  1 

To  those  who  sigh  for  peace  and  quiet,  and  say, 


in  the  language  of  the  poet,  "  Oh,  for  a  lodge  in 
some  vast  wilderness  I  "  Innerleithen  is  to  be  indeed 
recommended.  To  the  angler  it  is  no  less  a  sacred 
fane. 

Who,  in  city  pent  (in  distant  Edinburgh  or  busy 
Glasgow),  longmg  for  holy  quiet,  pure  air  and 
sparkling  waters,  "  and  brooks  with  music  of  their 
own  "  ' (Leithen  and  Quair),  could  possibly  find  a 
sweeter  or  quieter  spot  wherein  to  refresh  the 
wearied  spu-it  and  recruit  the  tired  frame  ? 

The  pellucid  waters  of  the  main  river  literally 
teem  with  fish— the  lordly  salmon  and  the  beauteous 
trout.  The  salmon  fresh  from  the  sea  (always 
"fresh-run"  and  never  "foul  "  here)  may  be  seen 
in  hundreds  every  day — from  Feb.  1  onward  to 
Nov.  31 — as  they  rush  about  like  bars  of  silver 
cleaving  the  crystal  flood. 

The  few  anglers  who  haunt  this  enchanted  vale 
seldom  exercise  their  craft  on  the  unwary  and 
seldom  fish  for  Salmo  fario  or  the  magnificent  (and 
fresh  run)  Sahno  salar.  Should  the  angler  unbend 
so  far  as  to  make  the  effort,  he  soon  learns  the 
deep  meaning  of  the  word  "satiety!"  Totijours 
perdrix  ! 

And  so  it  happens  that  the  solitary  angler  spends 
the  day  recumbent,  bathing  in  the  sunshine,  and 
reading  from  some  book  of  poesy  or  romance 
especially  romance. 

Ah  I  these  inner  dwellers,  how  they  love  to 
romance  1  And  can  you  wonder  '?  You  who  hail 
from  the  big  smoke  of  some  huge  city — will  not 
you,  too,  in  your  turn,  drink  in  the  romantic  beauty 
of  this  oasis  in  the  desert,  this  inner  temple, 
"  wherin  can  no  man  work  but  play  " — 

Wherein  it  is  enough  for  thee 
Not  to  be  doing — but  to  lee. 

This  Innerleithen  of  ours  1  for  is  it  not  sacred  soil 
and,  in  very  truth, 

Piscatorihus  sacrum  ! 

There  is  but  little  more  to  be  said  of  this  Sacra 
janum  amidst  the  everlasting  hills. 

It  is  true  that  somewhat  lower  down,  but  on  the 
same  noble  river,  is  another  peaceful  hamlet,  but 
there  is  evidently  something  wrong  there,  for  when 
I  once  ventm-ed  to  make  inquiries  concerning  its 
natural  beauties,  of  an  outer  dweller  ;  he,  placing 
his  forefinger  on  the  right  side  of  his  nasal  organ, 
and  winking  his  other  eye,  said,  "  Oh  1  Walker  "  *  in 
a  way  never  to  be  forgotten  by        E.  M.  Tod. 
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At  five  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  expedition 
left  the  inn-door  by  the  road  that  leads  to  Ennis- 
killen  on  the  north  shore  of  the  lake.  Although 
there  were  but  four  individuals  composing  it — 
namely,  the  Parson,  the  Captain,  M'Gowan,  and 
Slievan— yet,  by  the  advice  of  the  Parson,  both 
cars  were  put  into  requisition,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  speed  as  well  as  greater  comfort ;  it  having 
been  previously  ascertained  that  the  Squire 
intended  to  study  the  philosophy  of  fishing  among 
the  home  throws,  and  to  keep  the  Scholar  with 
him. 

The  Captain,  who  evinced  a  strong  desire  to  be 
in  two  places  at  once,  had  been  down  to  the  river, 
casting  a  wistful  look  at  the  water ;  but  as  it  was 
still  hopelessly  stained,  and  had  run  off  much  less 
than  had  been  expected,  he  came  back  with  an  air 
of  content  and  decision,  as  if  he  had  succeeded  in 
satisfying  himself  that  in  travelling  abroad  in 
search  of  untried  pleasures  he  had  not  inadvertently 
been  leaving  the  real  blessings  behind  him. 

*  Walkerburn. 

t  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.  F.G 


The  sky  was  in  far  better  fishing  order  than  the 
water.  It  was  evident  that  the  fine  weather  had 
now  regularly  set  in.  There  were  clouds,  certainly, 
but  not  more  than  a  fisherman  would  desire — high, 
light,  and  fleecy.  There  was  a  soft  breath  of  air, 
just  enough  to  ripple  the  lake,  and  there  was  that 
fine  wild  freshness  of  early  morning  that  speaks  of 
hope  and  promise.  Whether  in  the  i^leasant 
business  of  fishmg  or  in  the  graver  business  of  life, 
it  is  impossible  to  be  down-hearted  on  a  fine  early 
summer's  morning. 

"  Hurrah,  my  boys  1 "  said  the  Captain,  as  he 
seized  the  reins  and  sprung  into  his  seat  ;  "  we'll 
have  a  heavy  basket  of  fish  to-day,  anyhow.  Up 
with  you,  Johnny,  and  off  we  go  !  " 

The  road  to  Enniskillen  by  Pettigoe,  though  not 
so  pre-eminently  lovely  as  that  by  the  southern 
shore,  is  still  a  very  beautiful  drive.  For  the  first 
four  or  five  miles  it  leads  over  a  succession  of  hills 
and  dips,  and  is  much  more  shaded  and  diversified 
with  trees  than  most  Irish  roads  ;  the  ash,  which 
is  the  prevailing  timber  of  the  country,  and  which 
harmonises  well  with  its  character,  was  now  in  full 
beauty. 

After  passing  through  the  grounds  of  Castle 
Caldwell,  a  spot  much  more  favoured  by  Nature 
than  adorned  by  art,  it  emerges  from  a  series  of 
neglected  plantations  and  woods,  grown  to  ruin,  on 
the  shores  of  the  lower  lake,  opening  out  a  fine  but 
rather  tame  view  of  its  numerous  wooded  and 
cultivated  islands,  and  disclosing,  though  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  estimate  properly  their  quiet 
beauties,  the  overhanging  hills  of  the  southern 
shore. 

The  village  or  town  of  Pettigoe  is  situated  at  the 
northernmost  point  of  the  lake,  about  half-way  to 
Enniskillen  ;  it  is  not  built  on  the  water's  edge, 
but  on  the  banks  of  a  little  tributary  to  the  lake,  a 
small  mountain  stream,  which,  though  still  some- 
what black  and  discoloured,  had  already  begun  to 
shrink  back  within  the  summer  limits  of  its  stony 
channel. 

It  was  not  yet  seven  o'clock  when  the  cars  rattled 
up  to  the  inn-door.  Ireland,  unquestionably,  is  a 
late-rising  country  :  the  morning  service  on  Sundays 
always  begins  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  would  seem 
as  if  everything  took  its  tone  from  that.  The  people 
seem  never  to  realise  the  fact  that  the  sun  gets 
up  in  their  country  before  noon.  At  Belleek  the 
English  habits  and  energy  of  the  fishermen  had 
worked  a  temporary  revolution,  but  Pettigoe  was 
far  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  influence.  It  was 
therefore  not  witlaout  considerable  delay,  and  the 
strenuous  exertions  of  all  hands,  that  the  party  was 
at  last  furnished  with  a  scanty  and  insufficient 
breakfast. 

"  It  was  a  young  trick  of  ours,"  said  the  Parson, 
"  to  start  on  an  expedition  so  scantily  provided. 
Mother  Johnstone  so  spoils  us  for  everything  that 
I  really  did  expect  a  breakfast  here.  Bother  the 
eggs  1  they  are  raw — hardly  warmed  through." 

The  Captain  rose,  and,  throwing  the  window  up, 
put  his  head  out.  "  Johnny,  my  man,  go  and  steal 
us  a  saucepan  or  pot,  or  something  with  hot  water 
in  it.  Faith  1  if  we  do  not  boil  the  eggs  ourselves 
we  may  as  well  make  up  our  minds  to  eat  them 
raw.  You  never  do  find  in  an  inn  in  Ireland  that 
attention,  and  I  may  almost  call  it  welcome,  that 
you  meet  with  so  generally  at  the  smaller  inns  in 
England." 

"And  for  this  very  simple  reason,"  said  the 
Parson,  "  that  you  never  meet  with  the  landlord  to 
give  it  to  you.  In  England  a  man  is  not  above 
minding  his  own  business,  and  everything  is  com- 
fortable— in  Ireland  he^elegates  it  to  the  waiter, 
and  everything  is  wretcfffd ;  in  England  you  receive 
a  welcome  because  the  landlord  really  is  glad  to 
see  you — in  Ireland  you  receive  no  welcome  because 
the  waiter  does  not  care  three  farthings  whether 
you  go  or  stay.  Your  Irish  landlord  is  a  very 
worthy  fellow,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  a  very  jolly 
companion  :  but  he  will  never  answer  your  purpose, 
or  his  own,  till  he  ceases  to  be  too  great  a  gentle- 
man to  bring  in  his  bill  with  his  own  hands,  and 
to  receive  your  money.  People  talk  about  Irish 
misgovernment :  the  Irish  misgovern  themselves, 
for  the  curse  of  the  country  is  that  every  man  of 
every  grade  is  too  much  of  a  gentleman  for  his 
business." 

"  Don't  be  savage.  Parson,  though  the  eggs  are 
raw — were,  I  should  say,  for  they  are  well  done 
now;  so  finish  your  breakfast,  and  recover  your 
temper.  There  are  a  pretty  many  comforts  to  be 
met  with  in  Ireland,  after  all,  and  pleasures,  too. 
You  have  passed  a  good  deal  of  your  time  here 
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BURBERRYS'  SLIP-ON 


WIN  Keep  the  Wearer  Dry  throughout  the 

Heaviest  Downpours,  Maintaifis  an  Even 
Temperature.     Light  and  Pervious, 
Can  be  Worn  in  Rain  or  Sisinem 


/ 


r 


FISH 


"  It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  HLIP-ON  ; 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable  ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rains  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat.  Protects  the 
sportsman  from  neck  to  knees,  and  is  a  healthful  and  satisfactory  form 
of  waterproof." 

"J  have  been  here  a  month,  and  had  only  one  fine  day. 
Throughout  the  whole  time  I  have  never  had  a  wet  spot. 

"  The  Gabardine  wants  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  used.' 
—GEO.  M.  KELSON  (Author  of  "The  Salmon  Fly"),  Wark- 
on-Tyne. 


Showing  Double  Brim  for 
carrying  Mies  and  Casts. 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION,  63/- 

NOTICE. — Every  genuine  ''Burberry'''  Weatherproof  bears  a  ''Burberry''  Label. 

HAYMARKET,  LONDON;  and  Basingstoke. 


All  who  are  interested  in  collecting  Wild  Flowers  should 
see  the  particulars  of  the  New  Scheme  which^Mr.  HULME 
is  now  conducting,  full  details  of  which  appear  in  Part  2, 
price  6d.  _net,  of  the 
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This  issue  will  contain  no  fewer  than 
280  Beautiful  COLOURED  PLATES,  in- 
cluding 40  expressly  prepared  for  this 
Edition. 
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voluntarily  ;  you  should  not  come  into  a  country 
and  speak  ill  of  it." 

"  It  has  good  fishing,"  said  the  Parson,  "  cer- 
tainly ;  and  as  for  comforts.  .  .  .well,  I  don't 
know  what  to  say,  so  Moore  shall  say  it  for 
me  : — 

'  Poor  race  of  men,'  said  the  Whisky  Spirit, 

'  Dearly  ye  pay  for  your  primal  fall ; 
Some  comforts  of  England  ye  still  inherit, 
But  the  twang  of  potato  is  over  them  all.'  " 

"  Come,  come,"  said  the  Captain,  "  we  must 
make  an  end  of  libelling  Ireland  and  misquoting 
Moore  if  we  mean  to  catch  any  fish  to-day.  Hand 
me  over  the  basket  ;  I  should  like  to  fit  my  flies 
before  we  start.  Why,  what  the  devil  is  this  ? 
Here,  Johnny — Johnny  M'Gowan !  what  made  you 
put  this  basket  into  the  car  '?  Bring  me  the  other 
with  the  fly-books — that  has  nothing  but  damaged 
flies  in  it." 

"  Troth,  your  honour,"  said  Johnny,  "  that's  the 
basket  your  honour  told  me  to  put  up.  Divil  a 
basket  is  there  here  besides,  barring  the  emptv 
ones !  " 

The  Parson  whistled. 

"  Divil  the  basket  was  there  beside,  yom:  rever- 
ence, in  all  the  room,  and  this  is  the  one  that 
Sally  guv  me." 

"  This  comes  of  changing  one's  man,"  said  the 
Parson  ;  "  Pat  Gallagher  knows  every  book  in  my 
possession,  and  every  fly  in  my  books.  Well, 
J ohnny,  it  is  no  fault  of  yours  ;  you  would  not 
have  left  the  Squii-e's  tackle  behind,  I  know  ;  and 
I  ought  to  have  remembered  that  I  had  not  Pat 
with  me." 

"I  suppose  we  may  as  well  go  back,"  said  the 
Captain. 

"Not  quite  so  bad  as  that,"  said  the  Parson. 
"  Think  h  ow  we  should  be  laughed  at.  W^e  can  fit 
out  something :  the  damaged  flies  here  will  give  us 
gut  enough  for  two  or  three  good  casting  lines.  It 
is  a  great  pity  I  took  mine  off  my  hat  the  other 
day,  but  the  flies  were  getting  thoroughly  washed 
in  the  rainy  weather  we  have  been  having.  I  am 
sure,  though,  we  shall  have  enough  here.  As  for 
the  hooks  they  will  all  come  in  again.  There  is 
wax  and  silk,  and  here  is  a  penknife.  Jump  about, 
Johnny,  and  see  what  you  can  find.  Knock  down 
that  cock  that  is  strutting  about  there  ;  he  will  give 
us  black  hackles  enough  for  a  twelvemonth.  An 
old  drake  would  be  a  capital  prize.  The  landrails 
are  in  season — see  if  you  cannot  pick  up  a  wing  or 
two.  Blessings  on  the  carpet,  it  has  got  a  hole  in 
it  already !  besides  a  hole  or  two  goes  for  nothing 
in  Ireland  ;  and  here  is  red  worsted,  and  blue,  and 
brown,  and — let  me  see — yes,  yellow  to  be  got  out 
of  it.  There  is  a  mottled  hen  which  will  give  us 
wings,  and  if  you  can  get  a  boy  to  shoot  us  a 
blackbird,  or  a  starling  or  two,  we  are  fairly  set  up. 
Come  along.  Captain — all  hands  to  work  1  Send 
Slievan  here,  and  you  begin  by  cutting  up  the  old 

flies."  ' r*j^ 

In  half  an  hour's  time  each  of  the  fishermen  had 
a  casting-line,  with  one  spare  one  between  them  in 
case  of  accidents  ;  and  as  for  flies,  M'Gowan  turned 
them  out  as  fast  as  they  were  wanted.  There  were 
Black  and  Red  Buzzes,  and  Palmers  with  all  sorts 
of  coloured  bodies,  from  a  couple  of  unfortunate 
cocks  that  were  slinking  about  the  yard  as  if 
ashamed  of  their  disfigured  necks.  There  were 
Wall  Flies  made  of  the  landrail's  wing,  and  Midges 
from  the  starling,  and  big  burly  Bluebottle  Flies, 
and  two  or  three  other  sorts — not  very  neat  cer- 
tainly, nor  particularly  durable,  but  quite  good 
enough  for  lake  trout  in  tinged  water  with  a  bright 
rippling  breeze.  f^\p_^^ 

"There,"  said  the  Parson,  as  he  looped  on  his 
stretcher  or  tail  fly,  "  that  is  the  use  of  being  able 
to  make  flies  for  yourself.  I  would  never  recom- 
mend a  man  to  make  his  own  trout  flies ;  it  does 
not  pay  in  time  or  money :  but  he  should  be  able 
to  tie  them  so  as  to  know  when  they  are  tied 
properly  ;  and  once  or  twice  in  his  life  he  will  turn 
his  knowledge  to  good  account." 

"  I  do  not  see  but  that  we  are  just  as  well  off," 
said  the  Captain,  "  as  if  we  had  brought  our  flies 
with  us." 

"  We  have  lost  some  time,  though,"  said  the 
Parson,  "  and  that  is  what  your  fly-makers  by  the 
river's  bank  never  take  into  account.  Happy  the 
man  who  gets  a  good  fishing  morning  !  He  cannot 
afford  to  throw  it  away  in  making  flies,  for  the 
chances  are  that  he  does  not  get  a  morning  and  an 
afternoon  too  in  the  same  day." 

(To  he  continued.) 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f  55  mln.  for  Kew. 

40   „     ,,  Putney.  kaa)''^   »  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  *""^80  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  185   ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

TmE  OF  HisH  Water  at  Londos  Bridcw. 

Morning.  ETeninii- 

Saturday,  Mar.  lo    n.n    5  3(3 

Sunday,  ,,    10    e.  0    6!26 

Monday,  ,,    17    6.53    7  24 

Tuesday,  „    IS    7.58    8  40 

Wednesday,  ,,    19    9.26    10  i> 

Thursday,  „    20    10.54   n.33 

Friday,  ,,   21    —    0.  8 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  season  closed 
on  Friday  none  too  well,  but  roach  were  taken  in 
large  quantities.  On  March  9  I  was  at  Datchet  and 
had  a  few  fish,  but  the  reports  on  that  day  were  not 
good,  owing  to  the  brightness  of  the  sun  and  the  water 
and  the  northerly  wind.  On  Monday,  however,  I  had 
four  dozen  roach  at  the  same  place,  and  Mr.  Jones, 
of  Strawberry  Hill,  out  with  Keen,  had  about  half  a 
hundredweight  of  fish.  Good  takes  of  roach  were  had  at 
Cookham,  Reading  and  Henley,  but  in  the  Kingston 
reach  and  the  tidal  water  sport  was  none  too  good.  Mr. 
F.  Littlewood's  (K.P.S.)  team  lost  the  contest  by  a  team 
chosen  by  myself,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoy- 
ing a  supper  with  the  losers  on  Monday  at  the 
Sun  Hotel.  I  was  also  fortunate  enough  to  win 
the  first  prize  in  the  Anchor  roach  competition  this 
week.  On  Friday  I  fished  with  G.  Vaughan  at  Sonning, 
but  more  of  this  next  week. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Eton). — The  water  is  now  in  first  class  order, 

and  good  sport  should  be  had  the  last  two  days  of  the 
season,  but  it  is  a  pity  to  take  fish  now,  "for  they 
are  very  heavy  in  spawn,  more  particularly  the 
dace.  INIessrs.  Harford  and  Holland  had  two  good 
days'  sport  last  week  in  private  water,  taking 
fifty  pike  in  the  two  days,  and  one  good 
perch,  nearly  21b.  Mr.  R.  Hunt  also  had  good 
sport  in  Hampshire.  I  had  four  pike  on  view  at  my 
shop,  their  respective  weights  being  101b.,  81b.,  71h. 
and  61b.  On  March  7  I  turned  into  the  river  1000 
fine  roach,  chub,  etc.,  and  24  jack,  and  on  the  8th 
2000  roach,  etc.,  and  24  jack  -for  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Association. — Cecil  Howlett. 

■  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  river 

hereabouts  has  been  in  very  fair  order  for  general 
angling,  and  some  nice  sport  has  been  had  on  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  stretch,  attached  to  The  Trout,  with 
pike  up  to  7Jlb.,  perch,  roach,  and  chub.  The  season, 
which  closes  to-day  (Saturday,  March  15)  may  be 
said  on  the  whole  to  have  been  quite  up  t©  the  average. 
Several  visitors  have  been  out  from  London,  Reading, 
Bristol,  and  Oxford,  and  the  Sunday  evening  train 
back  to  town  has  been  found  a  great  boon  to  many  an 
angler  who  likes  a  bit  of  Sunday  fishing.  Perch  and 
roach  have  been  taken  up  to  nearly  21b.  each,  and 
chub  to  3Jlb. — The  Rambler. 

  (Streatley). — Some  very  good  fish  have  been 

taken.  On  Feb.  27,  John  Saunders  took  a  fine  pike  141b. 
Mr.  Turner,  at  Pangbourne,  one  12Jlb.  The  best  fish  I 
have  heard  of  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  0.  Cockburn 
March  11,  16§lb.— H.  J.  Gardner. 

Bottisham  Z.ocks  (Water beach). — During  the 
past  week  the  weather  has  been  remarkably  fine  for 
the  time  of  year  much  to'the  delight  of  both  visitors 
and  local  anglers,  who  have  been  out  after  the  pike 
in  considerable  numbers.  Sport  upon  the  whole  has 
been  grand  ;  over  seventy  pike  were  taken  in  the  short 
space  of  the  locks.  Some  days  they  required  a  lot  of 
coaxing,  another  day  mad  to  take  anything.  Live  or 
artificial  for  the  last  two  days ;  we  are  expecting  good 
bags. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Builth  Wells. — River  in  grand  condition.  A  few 
salmon  have  been  taken,  the  heaviest  181b.  Trout  are 
also  on  the  feed  at  noon,  some  good  fish  being  caught 
with  the  minnow.  Mr.  Pearse  had  two  of  2|lb.  on 
Anglers'  Depot  water. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — The  river 
is  in  fair  order,  though  rather  on  the  low  and  clear 
side  for  the  time  of  year.  I  have  not  found  roach  feed 
very  well,  however,  even  in  the  upper  waters  of 
Coltishall,  which  usually  show  big  roach  at  this 
season ;  but  I  fancv  the  water  is  still  over  cold  from 
the  recently  melted  ice  for  good  sport  in  this  direction, 
and  though  the  last  few  days  have  been  mild  and 
sunny,  the  nights  are  still  very  cold,  and  there  is  a 


distinct  grip  of  frost  towards  early  morning.  All 
Broads,  luckily,  are  now  free  of  ice,  and  though  there 
are  big  fish  about  in  the  Broad  their  ranks  were  thinned 
yesterday,  March  9,  by  a  gentleman  (fishing  from  the 
King's  Head  Hotel)  of  a  splendidly  fed  and  marked 
fish  of  231b.  There  was  also  displayed  on  Friday, 
March  7,  at  Norwich  a  splendid  pike  of '301b.,  upwards 
of  four  feet  in  length,  but  lighter  coloured  and  more 
"splashily"  marked  than  the  Wroxham  specimen— a 
grand  fish,  nevertheless.  The  name  of  captor  and 
locale  of  capture  were  not  then  given.  Pike  are,  how- 
ever, getting  very  full,  and  will  be  well  left  alone  by 
sportsmanlike  anglers  after  ten  days  or  so.  Roach, 
however,  remain  in  excellent  condition,  and  may  be 
fished  for  here  without  scruple  for  another  three  or 
four  weeks.  Anglers  in  ,"  close"  districts  should 
note  this. — 0.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  Windrush,  etc.  (East  Gloucester- 
shire).— These  trout  streams  are  in  very  good  order 
at  present,  but  some  rains  will  soon  be  needed  to  put 
them  in  downright  good  order  for  the  opening  on 
April  1. — Pau. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Fishing  has  been 
very  slack  during  the  week,  although  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  There  have  been  several  salmon 
creeled.  Dr.  Reynolds  was  successful  in  landing  a 
15-pounder,  whilst  Dr.  Norman,  of  Salsbury,  had  a 
similar  fish  near  Buckfastleigh  this  week.  Messrs. 
Turner,  Dartmouth,  and  R.  Rogers,  Buckfastleigh, 
have  also  each  landed  a  161b.  fish.  Owing  to  the  east 
wind  and  the  bad  colour  of  the  water,  fish  have  been 
at  the  bottom,  and  there  are  no  flies  on  the  water. 
Mr.  E.  Distin  landed  eight  fine  trout  after  fishing  a 
whole  day,  whilst  Mr.  Soper  creeled  seven  on  Tuesday 
(March  11).  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  and  Mr.  Garrow  Green 
have  also  made  small  catches. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  and  water  are 
both  favourable  for  sport,  but  nothing  has  been 
attempted  here  as  yet.  A  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken  with 
Perfect  Kill  Devil  Devon  by  Mr.  J.  Hawkesworth 
from  the  ^Henmore  on  Friday  last. — D.  &  W.  H. 
Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Bden  (Carlisle). — Except  for  a  little  rise  of  five 
inches  on  Sunday,  the  river  has  been  slowly  running 
down  and  is  now  in  good  order  for  the  upper  stretches 
of  water.  Tlie  weather  has,  however,  been  grey  and 
misty,  which  has  been  much  against  sport.  The 
Corby  Castle  keeper  has  landed  three  good  fish, 
141b.,  151b.,  161b.,  Mr.  Hague  two  at  Brocklewath,  161b., 
191b.,  Mr.  Bramwell  two  in  the  Warwick  Hall 
water  191b.  and  201b.,  Mr.  Homfray  one  201b.  at 
Crosby,  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  one  181b.  below  Carlisle, 
and  Mr.  W.  S.  Vaughan  a  small  one  at  Syke  Foot. 
Trout  have  not  yet  begun  to  rise ;  indeed,  there  is  no 
feed  on  the  water.  It  is  just  as  well,  for  they  are  still 
in  poor  condition.  A  fine  fish  of  291b.  has  been  killed 
in  the  Solway  by  a  haaf-netter,  and  one  of  251b.  was 
got  on  Tuesday  night  down  at  Rockoliffe. — Silvbb- 
Grey. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — Some  few  trout  have 
been  captured  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  with 
Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  Middle  Blue,  but  the 
weather  is  wet  and  foggy,  and  the  prospects  are  not 
cheering  until  we  have  warmer  winds.  The  pike  in 
the  canal  have  been  sporting  well,  and  one  of  141b. 
has  been  caught  near  Topsham  by  Mr.  Baker,  as  also 
some  smaller  ones  at  the  Limekilns  and  near  St. 
David's  Station.  The  241b.  pike  caught  in  the  Great 
Western  Canal  is  to  be  set  up  I  hear,  and  adorn  the 
parlour  of  a  well-known  hostelry  here,  but  further 
details  follow.  The  close  season  for  pike,  pereh,  carp, 
etc.,  will  be  soon  with  us,  and  when  the  time  again 
reopens  I  hope  some  further  record  catches  may  be 
chronicled. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out-  on  the  waters 
since  my  last.  The  drains  ran  down  into  fair  order 
pretty  quickly,  but  though  the  weather  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired,  the  conditions  of  the  water 
itself  have  not  been  very  promising.  Captures  have 
been  very  few,  and  almost  without  interest.  At  one 
or  two  places  roach  have  come  to  hand,  and  captures 
of  perch  with  worms  ara^oted.  About  drain  ends  are 
the  best  places  for  fishing.  A  few  pike  have 
been  captured,  chiefly  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Forty-foot.  A  brace  of  good  ones  have  been  mentioned, 
but  pike_  fishing  is  not  very  brisk. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Not  much  is  to 
be  said  of  fishing  in  the  Idle  district.  A  few  pike  have 
been  mentioned  as  being  banked  in  the  Haxey  district, 
and  odd  captures  of  roach  have  been  mentioned  about 
BoUam,  but  very  little  has  really  been  done.  Reports 
from  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Trent  speak  of  the  river 
falhng  rapidly  and  the  water  getting  into  good  condition 
last  week.  Sport  was  very  poor,  one  angler  at  Willow 
Holt  got  some  roach  up  to  IJlb.  and  others  have  got 
fish  Jib.  each  and  running  up  to  IJlb.  Some  nice 
perch  have  been  taken  at  the  Beck  end  near  the  malt 
kiln  at  Laneham.  One  visitor  got  a  nice  lot. 
Apparently  the  season  will  end  up  favourably. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— For  the  week 
under  report  the  weather  has  been  extremely  mild, 
but  it  has  not  been  good  fishermen's  weather,  as  there 
has  been  more  or  less  of  a  dead  calm,  which  has  put  a 
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stopper  on  big  baskets.  The  fish  brought  in  are  in 
splendid  condition  and  weigh  well.  On  March  6  Mr. 
D.  W.  Pine  killed  ten  fish  (71b.  4oz.),  and  Mr.  Alington 
eight  fish  (51b.  2oz).  On  March  7  Mr.  Pine  killed 
twelve  fish,  Mr.  Sheather  four,  Mr.  Crowther  three, 
and  Mr.  Alington  one.  On  March  8  Mr.  Sheather 
had  six  and  Messrs.  Pine  and  Alington  five  each  On 
March  10  Mr.  D.  W.  Pine  killed  eight.  The  best  fish 
of  the  week  was  killed  by  Mr.  Alington ;  it  weighed 

lib.  6oz.    The  trout  are  rising  well  in  the  rivers  

Long  Drift. 

_  Lea.— Angling  for  pike  and  perch  closed  on  this 
river  yesterday,  but  the  water  remains  open  for  the 
capture  of  roach,  bream,  chub,  etc.,  until  March  31. 
Several  good  pike  have  been  caught  lately,  the 
best,  one  of  121b.  being  landed  by  Mr.  Baines 
m  the  Hoddesdon  district.  A  pike  of  8Jlb.  has 
also  been  captured  at  Hertford,  and  a  good 
many  of  those  fish  from  31b.  to  41b.  caught  at  the 
various  stations.  Perch  fishing  has  yielded  tame 
sport.  Roach  anglers  have  been  out  in  large 
numbers,  but  on  March  9  the  boisterous  wind  greatly 
interfered  with  sport.  Nevertheless,  some  nice  fish 
were  landed  in  the  upper  waters.  No  heavy  baskets 
of  roach  are  reported.  The  roach  are  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  Some  warm  rains  would  now  be  welcomed 
by  anglers,  especially  by  those  intending  to  take  part 
m  the  forthcoming  A. B.S.  competition,  the  river  havint' 
cleared  down  rather  bright.  Not  much  sport  is  reported 
from  the  Stort ;  pike  have  been  feeding  best.  Large 
numbers  of  anglers  visited  Harlow,  Burntmill,  Roydon 
etc.,  on  March  9.  Angling  for  all  coarse  fish  closed 
yesterday  on  this  river. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lug^ff  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
are  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  not 
been  so  bright  as  last  week,  but  it  has  been  fine,  with 
a  few  sunshiny  days  followed  by  duU  and  threatening 
days,  but  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out. 
There  being  an  entire  absence  of  March  winds,  anglers 
have  been  able  to  use  fly  with  success.  The  trout  are 
now  beginning  to  rise  well  at  the  fly,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  a  few 
days  if  the  weather  holds  fine.  The  flies  to  use  will 
be  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  and  Cow 
Dung.  Some  nice  flsh  taken  on  Monday  (March  10). 
The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good  order.— Gwynne. 

Lng^g',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  very  clear,  a  nice  level  and  in  good  con- 
dition ;  yet  up  to  the  present  natural  flies  have  been 
scarce  and  trout  not  rising  by  any  means  freely,  still 
the  warmer  weather  of  the  last  few  days  should 
improve  matters  and  the  coming  week  sport  may  be 
anticipated.  Flies  may  be  selected  from  the  follow- 
ing :— February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Olive 
Dun,  Apple  Green  Dun,  Cow  Dung,  Mulberry  Dun, 
Dark  Willow  and  Brown  Spinner.  The  March  Brown 
will  be  due  in  a  week  hence. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongh).— The  water  in  the  river 
having  since  last  week  sunk  between  two  and  three 
feet,  and  its  colour  having  improved,  there  is  a  very 
good  prospect  for  our  anglers  to  enjoy  a  little  sport  in 
pike  fishing  at  the  end  of  the  present  week  before  the 
season  closes.  To-day  (Wednesday)  everything  points 
to  favourable  conditions  during  the  next  two  or  three 
days.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— For  the  past  week 
fishing  operations  have  been  very  slack.  There  is  no 
regular  "  rise,"  and  only  a  few  chance  fish  have  been 
taken.  There  is  every  probability,  however,  that 
sport  will  soon  improve,  for,  as  a  rule,  the  trout  begin 
to  feed  in  earnest  on  this  river  from  the  middle  of 
March.  There  is  now  a  fishing  ticket  to  be  had  by 
staying  at  the  Golden  Lion  Lm,  Tipton  St.  John's, 
which  gives  permission  over  a  nice  stretch  of  water 
near  the  Railway  Station.  Application  should  be 
made  to  Mr.  Smale,  landlord. — Hebon. 

Oiise  (St.  UTeots). — The  water  is  now  in  capital 
condition,  and  there  has  been  very  good  sport  with 
the  pike.  On  March  9  a  large  number  of  good  fish 
were  taken,  quite  a  dozen  of  which  scaled  between 
61b.  and  101b.  The  weather  was,  however,  most 
boisterous — W.  N. 


Plymouth.— There  is  still  a  fairly  good  supply  of 
water  in  the  various  rivers,  but  the  fish  do  not  seem 
to  rise  well.  The  weather  is  so  changeable,  one  day 
mild  and  the  next  cold,  with  east  wind,  which  is  not 
at  all  suitable  for  river  fishing.  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  good  takes  this  week :  I  do  not  believe  many  have 
been  out. — Williaji  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vjrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— During  the  past  few  days  a  very  great  draw- 
back to  the  anglers  in  this  neighbourhood  has  been  a 
keen  north-east  wind,  and  in  consequence  very  few 
trout  have  been  recently  taken  in  any  of  these  streams ; 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
change  for  the  better,  as  a  few  showers  of  rain  have 
fallen    and    the    atmosphere     is    much  milder. 
Should  this  favourable  change  continue    it  will 
considerably  increase  the  number  of  anglers  at  the 
river  side,  which  up  to  the  present  have  been  few  and 
far  between.    The  season  for  angling  for  coarse  fish 
terminates  this  week  and  has,  taken  altogether,  been 
a  fairly  successful  one,  and  many  fishermen  regret 
that  it  does  not  extend  beyond  the  Easter  holidays, 
now  so  near  at  hand,  and  this  regret  is  not  lessened 
by  the  fact  that  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood  the 
coarse  fish  recently  taken  are  still  in  good  condition 
and  very  few  are,  as  yet,  in  forward  condition  for 
spawning. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  wished  for  the 
close  of  the  coarse  fish  season.  Rivers  are  in  good 
order  and  anglers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  few 
days  at  their  disposal.  Many  rods  were  to  be  seen  on 
the  Ouse  on  March  9  at  Isfield  and  at  Barcombe 
Mills.  Mr.  Macfaiiane  captured  a  nice  chub  of 
41b.  3oz.  on  a  tight  line  in  the  Isfield  district,  while 
Messrs.  Pain,  Hall,  and  other  anglers  had  some  very 
fair  roach,  all  from  the  tidal  water  at  Barcombe  Mills. 
Roach  have  fed  well  in  the  Cuokmere,  but  the 
majority  have  been  small.  There  is  but  little  to 
record  from  the  Adur,  but  from  the  Rother  recently 
a  nice  pike  of  161b.  was  taken.— Geobge  F.  Salteb 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — I  have  heard  of  some  nice 
catches  of  trout  with  the  Real  Rusty  Blue  and  Pheasant 
Tail.  Rain  is  much  wanted  as  the  waters  are  low  and 
clear.  Salmon  fishing  begins  on  April  1,  and  some 
floods  would  cause  the  spring  fish  to  run,  but  without 
it  I  fear  no  great  numbers  will  be  killed. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— The  river  is  in 
excellent  order  for  either  salmon  or  trout  fishing. 
We  have  just  had  a  nice  rainfall.  Six  salmon  were 
taken  during  the  past  week  and  numerous  baskets  of 
trout. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with 
sunshiny  days,  up  to  Wednesday  when  rain 
threatened,  and  there  is  every  chance  of  a  fall  being 
had.  The  weather  has  been  in  favour  of  anglers 
getting  out  on  to  the  bank,  and  the  trout  have 
been  more  on  the  move,  and  have  been  risin 
fairly  well  between  ten  and  four  o'clock.  There 
has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out  and  more  will 
be  out  next  week.  Natural  flies  have  been  scarce,  but 
they  are  coming  out  more  plentiful,  and  the  prospects 
for  sport  in  this '.district  are  good.  The  flies  to  use 
will  be  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  Red  Palmer, 
Iron  Blue,  Dark  Willow  and  Cowdung.  The 
March  Brown  has  not  put  in  an  appearance 
yet,  but  may  be  up  any  day  now.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  tried  with  worm,  and  some  nice  trout  taken  ;  the 
fish  are  not  in  good  condition  as  yet.  On  March  8 
some  nice  trout  were  landed  with  Blue  Dun  and 
February  Red.  On  March  11  a  few  fish  were  taken 
with  fly  and  worm.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and 
in  good  fishing  order,  and  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Corve  and  Ony  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

— —  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  sunshiny 
days,  followed  by  dull  days,  and  rain  has  threatened, 
but  it  has  not  made  any  difierence  to  the  river.  The 
trout  have  been  more  on  the  move  and  have  begun  to 
rise  nicely  between  11  and  3  o'clock,  and  there  are  now 
a  few  more  natural  flies  out,  and  the  fish  are  beginning 
to  feed  well,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  are 
now  good.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed  with  fly. 
The  best  flies  are  February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Cow  Dung.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche 
clear. — Wobcesteb. 

Trent  (Newark). — A  changeable  temperature  has 
affected  the  sport  of  the  angler,  though  the  Trent  has 
been  in  splendid  condition  and  some  good  fish  have 
been  taken  with  worms.  On  Friday,  ]\Iarch  7,  Mr.  T. 
Davis  showed  a  capital  chub  weighing  41b.  IJoz.,  and 
on  the  following  day,  amongst  others,  Mr.  A.  Berry 
had  a  brace  weighing  31b.  15Joz.  and  31b.  7oz.,  and 
many  other  fair  chub  have  been  captured.  Roach 
have  not  taken  the  lure  so  freely ;  best  lib.  3Joz. 
9  shots  by  Mr.  E.  Bentley  on  Monday.  Some  good 
dace  up  to  SJoz.  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Davis, 
and  a  few  bream  and  perch  by  other  anglers.  Not 


many  pike,  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  being  most  successful,  his 
best  to-day  (Wednesday)  weighing  81b.,  a  well  propor- 
tioned fish. — Trentsideb. 
Witham.  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Some  very  fine  weather  seems  likely  to  be  experienced 
up  to  the  end  of  the  season.     Better  conditions  have 
not  been  experienced  during  the  winter  than  during 
the  past  week.  There  have  been  more  rods  out  between 
Lincoln  and  Boston,  and  fairly  good  takes  have  been 
reported  about  the  ends  of  the  smaller  drains,  where 
the  fish  have  congregated  to  avoid  the  rush  of  water  in 
the  mam  stream.     Worms  are  stated  to  have  proved 
the  most  successful,  and  those  with  well  scoured  dew 
worms  have  been  lucky.  From  the  end  of  the  Timber- 
land  dram  some  fine  roach  came  to  hand,  and  some 
notable  takes  have  been  picked  up  on  the  side  waters 
such  as  the  Delph  near  Stixwold  Station.    The  Sincil 
Dyke,  the  Bain,  and  the  Barlings  River  have  all 
yielded  satisfactorily.     Sport  has  been  best  where 
chopped  worms  have  been  used  for  ground  baitin". 
i  ishing  with  ordinary  bottom  tackle  in  the  straight 
runs  has  been  out  of  the  question,  hence  strettinc^or 
tight  corking  in  the  Nottingham  style  has  been 
effective.     Some  roach  have  come  to  hand  up  to  IJlb. 
each.     A  few  nice  perch  have  come  to  hand,  and  also 
some  big  rudd,  the  best  of  the  latter  running  up  to 
2Jlb.  Pike  and  perch  are  rapidly  filling  with  spawn,— 
Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Quae, 

&c.  (Torks).— All  these  rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and 
the  weather  dull  and  cheerless  at  present  ;   it  is 
therefore    pretty  certain   that    unless  we  have  a 
change,  with  nice  genial  rain,  no  very  big  baskets 
of  trout  will  be  caught  during    the  opening  days 
of  the  season.     I   have   seen   a   few  flies  on  in 
the  shape  of  Olive  and  Dark  Bloas  and  a  little 
Brown  or  two,  but  there  will  be  no  general  hatch 
out  until  our  rivers  have  been  fi-eshened  with  spring 
showers,  and  the  best  flies  the  early  fishermen  can  try 
are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple  Snipe 
and  Dark  Bloas,  Spring  Black,  Early  Brown,  Blue 
Hawk,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.    Little  has  been  done  in 
the  Yore  during  the  past  week.    The  Hawes  and  Hi<'h 
Abbotside  Angling  Association  held  their  annual  meet- 
ing on    Wednesday,    Dr.    Grime    presiding.  The 
secretary's  balance  sheet  showed  the  club  to  be  in 
a  prosperous  condition  financially,  and  an  increase  of 
members  over  previous  years.    The  Association  turned 
in  1000  fine  yearling  trout  into  the  breeding  streams 
early  in  the  year,  and  under  the  care  of  the  lynx-eyed 
Jim  Blades  they  are  well  looked  after,  and  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  afford  good  sport  in  due  time  to  the  members 
of  this  popular  Wensleydale  club.  I  am  pleased  to  sav 
that  Sir  William  Ohaytor  has  decided  to  issue  tickets 
for  his  water,  from  the  low  fall  at  Aysgarth  on  the 
north  side  ofthe  river  down  to  Gillbech.     The  tickets 
can  be  had  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Ryder,  son  of  Mrs.  Ryder, 
landlady  of  the  well  known  angling  resort,  the  King's 
Arms,  Red  mire,  who  is  also  in  a  position  to  procure 
visitors  a  day  or  two's  fishing  in  a  portion  of  Lord 
Bolton's  water  below  Redmire.  The  charge  for  tickets 
for  Sir  William  Chaytor's  water  is:  Day,  2s.  6d.- 
week,  10s.  6d.  ;  season,  21s.    The  Kelnsey  Angling 
Club,  who  have  the  right  of  fishing  the  Wharfe  from 
Starbottom  to  Netherside,  commence  the  season  on 
Monday,  also  the  Grassiugton  Club,  but  the  BurnsaU 
Club  water,  from  Linton  Stepping  Stones  down  to 
Bardeu  Bridge,  remains  closed  until  April  1.  This 
club  have  a  vacancy  or  two ;  the  annual  subscription 
has  been  slightly  raised,  and  there  is  an  entrance 
fee  of  21s.    Further  particulars  may  be  had  from  Mr. 
Ellis  Beauland,  Ilkley,  or  from  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot.    A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  lower  waters 
of  this  river  but  with  only  moderate  success.  Mr. 
Derry,  however,  has  caught  some  nice  perch  below 
Boston  Spa  and  on  March  8  the  well-known  Leeds 
pike    fisherman,   Mr.   J.   Grassham,   captured  five 
nice  jack  in  the  Nidd,  the  largest  weighing  71b. 
The  Derwent  has  been  fishing  better  than  of  late,  and 
Messrs.  Dacre,  Gibson,  and  Hope  have  caught  some 
fine  samples  of  roach  at  Sohoolhouse  Hill,  Malton 
Kirkham  and  Castle  Howard.— John  B.  Milleb' 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,   19,   New  Station-street! 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Aberfeldy.— Mr.  Chalmers,  from  the  Breadalbane 
Arms,  Aberfeldy,  got  a  beautiful  new  run  fish,  and 
hooked  another  two  which  got  away. — Alex.  Nic'ol. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgfay,  N.B,).— Owing 
to  the  long  continuation  of  storms,  sport  was  late  in 
commencing,  and  although  the  river  is  now  open,  it 

Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready  Best 
auality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6(1.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Hies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
reiiuii  ements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  ilallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  coloure.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality 
•2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  Id.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  \ices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New"  Station- 
street.  Leeds.   Teleerams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds.  " 
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is  daily  filled  with  snow-water  from  the  upland 
districts.  On  the  luveroharrou  waters  a  salmon  was 
got  last  week  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod  by  Mr.  George 
MaoDonald.  It  weighed  81b.  On  Monday  (March  10) 
Mr.  R.  T.  Goupland,  of  Gruinards.  landed  one  salmon. 
On  the  Braelangwell  Lodge  waters  the  lessee,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Young,  had,  up  till  Tuesday  (JIarch  11)  got  three 
salmon,  averaging  about  91b.  Conditions  now  very 
promising. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  now  in 
capital  condition,  and  the  weather  is  proving  more 
favourable  for  rod  fishing.  In  the  middle  of  last  week 
on  the  Corniehaugh  water,  Mr.  Porter  had  two  fine 
fish  of  161b.  and  ITJlb. ;  on  the  Muiresk  water,  Mr. 
Castle  had  a  fish  of  61b.  ;  on  the  Ardmiddle  water,  Mr. 
Milne  had  a  fish,  and  on  the  Inverichuy  water,  the 
keeper  had  a  nice  run  salmon  of  71b.  Kelts 
are  numerous,  and  some  that  have  been  caught 
were  marked  before  returning  them  to  the  water. 
Of  late  there  has  also  been  an  improvement  in 
the  net  fishing  on  the  river  and  coast.  The  most  got 
from  any  of  the  coast  stations  was  four  fish  ;  the  num- 
ber killed  by  the  fishermen  in  the  river  is  rather  better 
than  at  same  date  last  season.  The  quality  of  fish  on 
the  whole  has  been  good,  salmon  averaging  91b.  and 
trout  lib.— H.  W. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — Seldom  have  the  pro- 
spects for  the  coming  season  been  more  favourable. 
We  have  experienced  a  severe  winter  which  is 
generally  understood  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  angler  here  during  the  fishing  season,  and 
though  only  a  week  has  passed  since  the  loch 
was  free  from  its  covering  of  ice  trout  have  been 
seen  on  the  move.  The  spawning  season  was  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  260,000  fine  healthy  fry  from  the  Lochleven 
hatchery  will  be  turned  into  the  feeders  of  the  loch. 
The  capture  of  pike  by  means  of  stake  and  drag 
nets  is  being  vigorously  prosecuted.  Sir  James 
Montgomery,  Bart.,  the  proprietor  of  the  loch,  is  de- 
voting some  attention  to  the  shooting  on  the  loch,  and 
has  constructed  a  substantial  concrete  pier  in  place  of 
the  old  wooden  structure  known  as  the  Factor's  1  ier, 
while  a  boathouse  has  been  put  up  for  his  oil  launch. 
Eight  acres  of  birch,  Scotch  fir,  and  larch  trees  are 
being  planted  on  St.  Serf's  Island  as  a  cover  for  water- 
'lo\v\.  This,  no  doubt,  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  fishings  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  island  by  increasing  insect  life. 
Altogether  the  prospects  meantime  of  an  early  and 
good  fishing  season  are  very  encouraging. — Robert  B. 
Laing. 

Xioch  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  March  4,  Mi.  D.  McGregor, 
Dundee,  killed  one  salmon  vreighing  181b.,  and  on  the 
6th,  one  salmon  of  91b.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  one  salmon  of  81b.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
D.  McGregor  killed  one  salmon  weighing  71b.,  and 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen,  two  salmon  of  191b.  each. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Xenmore). — On  the  reserve  water 
on  March  7,  Mr.  McBrae  killed  salmon  (201b.).  On 
March  8,  MacDiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon 
(151b.)  On  the  hotel  water  Mr.  Phillip  Geeu,  on 
March  10,  killed  salmon  (181b.).  Loch  in  good  ply. — 
Wm.  Knight. 

  (Killin,    N.B.)  —  On    March    6    Mrs.  J. 

M.  Francis  had  a  salmon  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Francis  one 
of  14:1b.  On  March  7  Mrs.  Francis  three  of  191b., 
171b.  and  151b.  On  March  8  Mr.  Menzies  two  of  211b. 
and  151b. ;  Mr.  Paul  one  of  181b.  On  March  10  Mr. 
Menzies  one  of  171b. ;  Mrs.  Francis  one  of  151b. ;  Mr. 
Paul  two  of  191b.  each ;  Mr.  Francis  one  of  191b. 
On  March  11  Mr.  P.  Mappin  one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  Paul 
one  of  171b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Although 
the  river  has  been  in  very  bad  order  owing  to  "  snaw 
brae"  the  following  sport  has  been  got  since  last 
reported ; — On  March  3  Capt.  Beauclerk,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2 ;  on  IMarch  4  one  on 
same  Beat ;  and  on  March  6  one  on  No.  4.  On 
March  7  Mr.  Simpson  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  a 
salmon  on  No.  2.  On  March  S  Mr.  Simpson  got  a 
14-pounder  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Pym,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
one  salmon  on  No.  6.    Weather  now  improving. — B. 

North  -  Bast  of  Scotland.  —  On  the  Braemar 
section  of  the  Dee  the  first  fish  of  the  season  was 
creeled  on  Friday  (last  week),  on  the  lower  Invercauld 
water,  by  Lamont  (gillie),  scaling  61b.  On  the 
Balmoral  reaches  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got  by  the 
royal  keepers  and  others,  while  IMessrs.  A.  Bristowe, 
Griffiths,  and  Titchie  are  having  fairly  good  sport. 
On  the  Cambus  O'May  section  Mr.  Hall  had  three  on 
Tuesday  (March  4),  two  on  Thursday  (March  6),  and 
one  on  Saturday  (March  8)  of  average  weight.  On  the 
Monaltrie  section  Sturton,  keeper,  had  one  of  SJlb. 
On  the  Cxlentana  waters  very  good  sport  is  being  got. 
Here  Captain  Tillard  on  Fasnadaroch  beat  creeled 
three  of  81b.,  121b.,  and  161b.,  and  three  others, 
heaviest  201b.,  while  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  of 
81b.,  Mr.  Rhodes  two,  heaviest  201b.,  and  Mr. 
Vickers  five,  scaling  from  6|lb.  to  171b.  On  the 
same  waters  ]Mr.  Mervin  King  had  two,  scaling  91b. 
and  7Jlb.,  and  two,  61b.  and  71b.,  while  Mr.  Pulley 


creeled  one  of  6§lb.  on  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water ; 
Captain  Pulley  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Muggridge  one  of 
171b.  on  Glentana.  On  the  Forest  of  Birse  water,  Mr. 
Burge  had  one  of  6^1b.,  and  Lord  Ridley  one  of  81b.  on 
the  Aboyne  Castle  water,  Kincardine  section.  On  the 
Dess  waters  Mrs.  and  Miss  Crawshav/  are  having  very 
good  sport,  having  creeled  over  a  dozen  fish  for  the 
week.  On  the  Banchory  waters  splendid  sport 
was  had,  especially  towards  the  end  of  the  week. 
Over  a  hundred  fish  were  got  on  the  Durris,  Crathes, 
Blackball,  Kinneskie,  and  Inchmarlo  waters,  and  on 
one  day,  from  the  Lower  and  Upper  Durris  sections 
alone,  Mr.  Meakin  and  Mr.  Baird's  keepers  creeled 
thirty-seven  fish  to  their  respective  rods.  On  the 
Park  water  Mr.  G.  Davidson  and  IMr.  Bullock  are 
having  one  and  two  daily,  and  on  one  occasion  some 
eight  fish  were  caught  to  their  two  rods.  On  the 
Culter  water,  Mr.  Johnston,  Cults,  had  one  of  81b.  on 
Thursday  (March  6),  and  several  others  have  been  got 
since.  On  the  Don  sport  is  just  beginning.  Two 
fish  were  got  on  the  Grandholm  water  one  day  last  week 
by  an  angler  from  Aberdeen.  Several  baskets  of  fairly 
well  conditioned  trout  are  being  made  on  the  Kintore 
Burgh  waters  to  the  March  Brown  and  kindred  lures. 
Kelts  are  numerous  in  the  Inverurie  reaches,  and  two 
local  anglers  were  fined  for  poaching  them  on  the 
Burgh  waters  last  week.  On  the  Ythan  fair  sport 
is  being  got  on  the  Ellon  waters  with  sea  trout 
of  a  somewhat  mixed  character,  and  altogether  some 
half-a-dozen  clean  salmon  have  been  killed  on  this 
and  the  Methlie  waters.  Fairly  good  sport  is  being 
got  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Ugie  by  Messrs.  Ingram, 
Forbes,  Pyper,  etc.  The  salmon  season  on  the  coast 
has  not  been  yielding  well  during  the  past  week,  and 
prices  have  advanced  considerably.  However  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  £100  better 
from  their  sales  during  the  past  February  than  in  the 
same  month  in  the  previous  year. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  various  rivers  in  this 
district  have  been  in  the  best  of  order  for  the  fly  this 
week,  but  the  spring  salmon  fishing  has  been  dis- 
appointing. It  is  reported  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of 
authority  that  several  spring  salmon  have  been  caught 
by  the  rods  in  the  higher  Annan.  On  my  expressing 
an  opinion  that  the  salmon  would  be  well  mended 
kelts,  he  assured  me  that  they  were  beyond  doubt 
clean  run  from  the  Solway,  and  spring  fish. 
I  may  add  that  the  gentleman  alluded  to  is  an 
authority  on  salmon,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  he  knows  a  well  mended  kelt  from  a  clean 
fish.  In  the  Northfield  water  of  the  Annan,  on  Monday, 
March  10,  Mr.  Lees  had  a  beautiful  spring  fish  in  the 
Craigdale  stream.  It  was  taken  with  the  Bell-Irving 
fly.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water.  A  number  of  kelt  salmon  have  been  landed 
and  put  back  to  the  river.  With  the  first  flood  the 
kelts  will  probably  be  pretty  numerous  in  all  lower 
waters  of  the  various  rivers  of  this  district.  In  the 
Nith  of  Dumfries,  there  has  been  no  sport  worth 
recording.  Trout  fishing  has  not  commenced,  as  they 
are  scarcely  in  season  until  about  the  end  of  the 
month.  In  the  Galloway  rivers  a  report  reaches 
me  that  spring  salmon  are  running  in  some  of 
the  rivers,  though  the  sport  has  not  been  good 
among  the  rods  so  far.  The  Cree  of  Newton  Stewart 
is  one  of  the  beat  spring  salmon  rivers  in  the  Stewartry, 
but  most  of  the  river  is  fished  privately,  and  little  is 
allowed  to  get  into  the  fishing  journals.  The  Ayrshire 
rivers  are  in  good  trim  this  week.  Angling  has  not 
begun  OH  the  lochs  yet.  In  the  Solway  nets  the 
fishermen  have  been  taking  pretty  spring  fish  this 
week,  mostly  all  of  light  weights.  In  the  poke  nets 
near  Annan  some  good  fish  have  been  caught  this 
week.  The  weather  is  more  settled  and  warmer  during 
the  day ;  the  nights,  however,  have  been  cold. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  has  been  in  fair 
order,  with  the  result  that  a  good  few  fish  have  been 
killed.  Three  were  taken  from  the  Blchias  water, 
scaling  7^1b.,  81b.,  and  spb. ;  and  from  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  Mr.  Bannerman  landed  one  of  6^1b. 
On  the  Knockando  House  water  Mr.  Shand, 
keeper,  killed  one  of  71b.  on  this  day  week ;  while 
from  the  Arudilly  water  three  were  landed  by  Mr. 
Shiach  from  the  Rothes  water,  Mr.  J.  Dallas,  fisher- 
man, took  three  weighing  201b.,  191b.  and  81b.,  and 
from  the  Aithemrey  water  two  were  landed. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  March  3  Mr.  Hartley,  fishing 
the  Borgie  river  from  Tongue  Hotel,  had  two  salmon 
of  6^1b.  and  7Jlb.  On  the  4th  Mr.  Hartley  had  two 
of  51b.  and  71b. ;  Colonel  Wybergh  one  of  71b.  On 
the  5th  Colonel  Wyberg  had  three  of  51b.,  G^lb.,  and 
7^1b.  On  the  6th  Mr.  Hartley  had  two  of  81b.  and 
101b.    On  the  8th  Mr.  Hartley  had  one  of  71b. 

Tay. — The  river  continues  in  fine  order,  and  good 
sport  is  being  got.  Mr.  J.  Henry  Douglas,  fishing 
Upper  Stanley  on  March  6,  had  one  salmon  of  71b. ; 
on  the  8th,  two  salmon  of  I'Tlb.  and  91b.  ;  on  the  11th, 
one  of  191b. ;  and  on  Lower  Stanley,  on  the  5th,  one 
salmon  of  81b. ;  on  the  7th,  two  of  141b.  and  221b. ;  and 
on  the  10th,  one  of  101b.  The  boatman  fishing  on  Upper 
Battleby  water  on  the  7th  landed  one  salmon  of  101b. 
Fishing  on  Delvine  water  on  the  6th,  Mr.  C. 
Edmonstone  Cranstone,  the  guest  of  Sir  Wyndham 


Anstruther,  Bart.,  had  two  salmon  of  151b.  and  201b., 
and  Mr.  R.  A.  B.  Marsham,  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
same  fishing,  had  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  On  lower 
Delvine  on  the  7th  Mr.  Marsham  had  two 
salmon  of  161b.  and  201b.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Edmonstone 
Cranstone  killed  one  fish  of  241b.  on  Upper  Delvine. 
Col.  Phillpotts  fishing  Murthly  Castle  water  on 
the  5th,  landed  one  salmon  of  201b.,  and  on  the  7th 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  171b.  On  the  8th  Mr.  J.  A.  Park 
fishing  the  same  water  had  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  Very 
good  sport  has  been  got  on  some  of  the  beats  on 
the  upper  reaches. .  On  FaskuUy  Tummel  water  Mr. 
McGregor  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  171b.  on  the  4th. 
Major  Waldron,  fishing  the  East  Haugh  water,  has 
been  having  good  sport,  salmon  of  about  201b.  weight 
having  been  caught  within  the  week.  On  Garth 
Castle  Lyon  water,  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Charles  Ford  had 
a  salmon  of  241b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— Up  to  date 
fronting  has  been  poor  on  the  Ballynahinch  waters  of 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association.  Last  week  two 
Lough  Neagh  experts  netted  Magherahamlet  Lake 
and  cleared  out  154  pike,  mostly  herring  size,  with  a 
few  up  to  41b.  The  smallest  pike  contained  ova.  A 
goodly  number  of  fine  trout  in  good  condition  up  to 
51b.  were  taken  out  and  returned.  On  March  8  Burreu 
Lake  was  netted  and  114  perch  taken  out.  About  50 
trout,  from  Jib  to  lib.  were  taken  out  and  put  in 
McAuley's  Lake.  The  Association  musters  now  close 
on  100  anglers. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  a  bit 
chilly,  and  as  the  rivers  are  falling  low  trouting  is  not 
so  good  as  it  was  last  week.  Fishing  the  Crossbar  on 
Tuesday  Mr.  Samuel  G.  Taylor  killed  seventeen  trout, 
and  Mr.  James  Murray  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Loughead  had 
five  each  up  to  IJlb.  On  the  previous  day  Mr.  W. 
Hunter  killed  three  trout,  41b;  Mr.  Taylor,  one  lib., 
and  Mr.  J.  D.  Kirk,  one  2Jlb.  Killing  flies,  Wickham, 
Ringed  Up  March  Brown,  Hares  Ear  and  Blue  dun. 
On  Marshallstown  on  Thursday,  March  6,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Loughead  creeled  six  trout.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  on 
March  21.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  been  very 
backward  for  the  past  week.  Pew  salmon  have  been 
landed.  Anglers  are  hoping  that  sport  will  improve 
as  the  river  settles  into  better  fishing  order. — W. 
Haynbs  &  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — For  the  week  succeed- 
ing my  last  report  (Feb.  26)  we  had  a  succession  of 
little  floods  and  strong  winds  which  kept  the  fish 
running,  and  have  apparently  taken  the  February  run 
of  fish  past  this  section,  and  although  the  river  for  the 
past  week  has  been  in  excellent  ply,  sport  on  all  the 
fishings  but  Black  Castle  has  been  indifferent.  So  far 
as  I  can  gather  the  takes  have  been  as  follows :  On 
Sloane  Castle,  Captain  Goppinger  and  friend  have 
taken  five  or  six  fish,  weighing  from  101b.  to  241b. 
On  Lord  Boyne's  water,  two,  of  241b.  and  221b.  On 
Stockallen,  two  fish,  the  weight  of  which  I  did  not 
hear.  On  Ardmulchan,  Mr.  Francis  Ley's  fisherman 
had  two,  of  101b.  and  251b.  On  Lower  Black  Castle, 
Mr.  FitzHerbert's  fisherman  had  one  of  241b.  On 
Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  friends  have 
taken  seventeen,  of  271b.,  2.51b.,  251b.,  241b.,  231b., 
221b.,  221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  161b., 
131b  ,  101b.,  and  81b.— Claret  Flv. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — During  the 
IJast  week  it  has  rained  very  heavily  at  intervals,  and 
in  consequence  the  river  has  been  in  flood  and  un- 
fishable  for  most  of  the  time.  T.  Gilroy,  keeper, 
landed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  101b.  on  March  7.  At 
time  of  writing  prospects  are  better,  and  the  weather 
is  more  settled. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bast  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  rivers  are  running 
down  fast.  Since  last  notes  little  was  done  on  the 
Blackwater  and  Ballinderry.  There  will  be  little  fly 
fishing  till  the  coldness  leaves  the  air. — J.  A.  B. 

Killarney  Lakes. — Sport  has  been  fair  at  salmon 
and  the  chances  of  better  sport  are  much  improved. 
Waters  are  now  in  good  angling  order  and  salmon 
are  arriving  pretty  freely. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  not  been  ex- 
ceptionally good  since  last  report,  although  the 
weather  and  water  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Some  fisheries  are  very  well  stocked  with  fish,  and 
others  have  very  few,  or  at  least  few  can  be  seen.  On 
Mashonaglass  M.  F.  Barry  one,  101b.  On  Lord 
Bandon's  water  Colonel  Trotman  one,  131b.  On 
Nadrid  H.  Austen  one,  141b.,  and  M.  Lyons  one, 
61b.  On  Olashaneur  and  Innislinga  Major  Adamson 
three. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Corrib  (co.  Mayo). — Weather  still  bad  for 
fishing.  During  the  week  ending  March  8,  twenty- 
eight  boats,  trolling,  killed  6261b.  of  trout,  or  an 
average  of  nearly  41b.  per  boat  per  day.  The  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association  water-bailiffs,  during  the  same 
period,  netted  thirty  pike  weighing  1651b.,  or  an 
average  of  5Jlb.  per  pike. — S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.  —  On  Lough  Melvin  Mr.  C. 
Gallagher  landed  a  fine  trout  {salmo  fcrox)  of  4f  lb., 
and  several  smaller  ones  trolling  with  natural  bait 
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Mr.  D.  Watney. 
Mr.  Evelyn  M.  Wheatley. 
Mr.  R.  Wheen. 
Col.  F.  Whitmore. 
Sir  John  Willoughby 
Mr.  H.  0.  Wills. 
Mr.  J.  Henry  Wills. 
Mr.  W.  Wise. 
Lord  Wolverton. 
Mr.  Percy  Wormald. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


'Ptfcal'FLTBOOK 


This  useful  addition  to  the  fly-fishers'  outfit  has  just  been  compiled 
by  our  Manager,  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran.  Size,  7  ins.  by  5  ins.,  bound 
strongly  in  pigskin  ;  strap  and  buckle ;  leather  pocket  at  each  end,  slips 
for  scissors,  pliers,  &c. ;  four  parchment  pockets  for  casts,  felt  leaves  for 
spare  flies,  and  forty-eight  pockets  for  trout  and  grayling  flies  to  last  the 
whole  season  ;  the  names  of  these  and  full  directions  for  use  are  printed 
on  parchment  leaves  opposite  each  pocket.  Price  12/6.  Exactly  the 
same,  but  bound  in  brown  canvas.  Price  8/6.  Fitted  with  ^-doz.,  each 
fly  on  11-in.  best  drawn  gut.    Price  30/-  and  26/-  respectively. 


Please  address  all  letters  IN  FULL  to 

FRANCIS  M.   WALBRAN,  Manager, 
THE   YORKSHIRE   ANGLERS'  STORES  CO., 

38a,  Welling^ton  Street,  Leeds. 

N^rV  ILLVSTBATED  CATALOGUE  Post  Free, 


Telegrams  :  "  Halcyon,  Leeds." 
Private  Letter  Box :  184  G.P.O.,  Leeds. 


Telephone :  121  Leeds. 

In  writing,  please  niention  tins  paper. 


Bart. 


The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co- 
operation between  its  members  in  everything  affecting  their 
interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private  Agency 
for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members. 

As  the  Members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the 
principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  will  be  in  a  position 
to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to 
reliable  sources  of  information. 

For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

MR.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE, 

CHARD,  SOMERSET. 


FOR  TROUT  AND   GRAYLING  FISHERS 

''OUR"  TYNESIDE  FLY  ROD,  7/6. 

Handsomely  finished,  all  greenheart,  in  three  joints,  balanced  handle,  9  ft  or 
10  ft.  long,  m  partition  bag  complete.     11  ft.,  8/6.     12  ft.,  9/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SALMON  RODS, 

16  ft.,  17/6,  25/6,  and  35/-;  18  ft.,  35/-  and  50/-. 
Sea  Rods,  Pike  Rods,  Bottom  Rods. 
BALANCED  HANDLE  ROACH  RODS,  8/6. 

North  Country  Trout  &  Grayling  Flies, 

SEAUTIFXTZLY  TIED,  GRAND  KILLERS. 

Special  range— Loch,  Sea  Trout,   Grilse    and  Salmon. 

WADIKG  STOCKINGS  &  TROVSEMS, 

Bx«o^ues,  Slioes  a.xid  Clo^s. 

See  our  "Angler's  Guide  to  the  Korth  Country,"  and  lUustrated  Catalogue,  post  free,  3d. 

WIURTON'S/^'  ""t;..*-*"^'  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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on  March  6,  Mr.  W.  P.  G.  landed  a  nice  clean  run 
salmon  of  S^lb.  on  March  9.  Favourable  weather  for 
angling  at  time  of  writing. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Iiough  Neagh.. — Lough  Neagh  has  been  long  cele- 
brated for  its  monster  trout,  but  unfortunately  they 
seldom  rise  to  the  fly  except  on  the  sand  shoals  and 
banks.  With  a  view  to  improving  their  sporting 
qualities  a  local  gentleman — Mr.  Bernard  Meenan, 
J.P. — intends  to  turn  down  some  20,000  Loch  Leven 
trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Monrne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Trouting  opens  on  the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  on 
April  1.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  running  down, 
and  rain  will  be  required  to  bring  it  into  trim  for  the 
opening  day.  The  portions  of  the  Mourne  and  the 
Gleuelly  recently  acquired  by  the  Poyle  and  Bann 
Fishery  Company  will  be  fished  under  conditions 
similar  to  those  of  last  year. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Long'Iis  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  has  been  fine  for  the  last  few 
days  and  the  river  and  loughs  are  getting  in  good 
order,  quite  a  number  of  new  fish  showing  in  the 
different  pools  in  the  river.  Some  nice  takes  of  spring 
trout  have  been  got  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river. 
Good  prospects  for  the  coming  week. — Pat  Heaenks. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg'  (Eillaloe).— 
Weather  still  gusty,  but  the  river  has  fallen  considera- 
bly. The  brothers  T.  and  J.  Grimes  commenced  the 
week  well  by  killing,  in  my  preserves  under  the  Weir- 
wall,  at  11  a.m.  on  Monday,  March  10,  a  splendid 
freshly-run  salmon  weighing  251b.  The  fish  rushed 
down  through  one  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge  and 
back  again,  and  then  kept  dancing  about  the  river  for 
half  an  hour,  when  Jack  Grimes  gaffed  him.  Sport 
should  now  improve. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  has  now 
dropped  down  again  to  a  nice  level  after  the  recent 
flood.  On  the  Doonass  fishery,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  on  March  7  one  salmon  of  361b. ;  on  March  8 
one  salmon  of  411b.  On  Newgardeu  on  the  5th  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon  of  321b. ;  10th,  one 
salmon  of  291b.  On  the  Worldsend,  on  the  10th,  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon  of  211b.  The  411b.  salmon 
killed  by  Mr.  Williams  is  the  heaviest  so  far  this 
season. — John  Eneight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (March  9). — This  week's  report  of  the 
Ehone  Valley  waters  is  meagre,  there  having  been 
more  brilliant  sunshine  than  success  in  angling  on 
either  the  Stockalper  or  Vaudois  waters,  while  the 
Rhone  itself  has  been  rather  dirty,  all  being  compara- 
tively low.  The  first-named  of  these  streams  is  now 
subject  to  the  usual  result  of  its  spring  cleaning, 
masses  of;  weeds  and  rushes  racing  down  in  such 
quantity  as  to  leave  few  spots  clear  enough  for  a 
cast.  In  the  Vaudois  this  weed  trouble  is 
not  on  at  present ;  the  water,  though  low,  is 
not  quite  clear,  and  the  supply  of  small 
"duns"  varies  from  day  to  day;  but  when 
numerous,  trout  have  been  noticed  rising  in  spite  of 
the  cold  northerly  breezes.  I  have  heard  of  but  few 
fish  being  caught,  one  of  which  I  stalked  yesterday 
and  got  on  a  "  dun  upright,"  the  wings  cut  from  carp 
scales  stained  pale  grey  with  weak  ink  and  water.  It 
was  a  well-conditioned  trout,  more  silvery  than 
yellow,  and  its  flesh  quite  red  and  firm.  The  number 
of  otters'  tracks  I  saw  at  one  place  would  account  for 
the  fish  being  scared  from  that  neighbourhood ; 
although  a  good  reward  is  given  for  their  destruction 
there  are  too  many  about  these  waters. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at 
pollack,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  On  one 
day  three  anglers  had  27  pollack.  Spring  mackerel 
are  arriving,  but  are  still  keeping  to  deep  water. 
Weather  now  very  mild  and  calm. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Spring  pollack  are  already  very 
numerous  at  and  around  this  station,  but  no  anglers 
have  been  out  last  week.  The  weather  is  now  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  sea  angling  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry); — Spring  pollack  are  now 
very  numerous  quite  close  to  the  shore  from  the  Inner 
Harbour  to  the  Hog  Head.  Mackerel  have  been 
reported  off  Scarifi  Island,  and  shall  soon  enter  the 
Bay,  where  they  may  be  had  whiffing  or  trolling. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  had  fair 
sport  at  pollack,  haak,  and  green  gurnard.  Large 
shoals  of  mackerel  are  arriving  off  the  coast. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  very  much  fishing 
this  week.  Everybody  has  been  loyal  to  the  King 
and  Queen  (God  bless  'em)  ;  quite  royal  weather, 
more  like  spring  than  March.  A  few  have  been  after 
the  pollack  at  the  Mowstone,  and  some  good  ones 
have  been  taken.  These  fish  have  not  as  yet  come 
inside  the  Sound,  but  should  the  weather  continue  as 
it  is  at  present  we  shall  soon  have  them  at  their 
usual  haunts  inside  the  breakwater.  The  smelt 
fishermen  still  continue  their  sport  with  good  results, 
several  dozens  per  rod  being  the  average.   The  school 


bass  seem  to  have  migrated  again,  or  they  are  not  on 
the  feed  as  usual.  Some  fine  flat  fish  have  been 
taken  on  the  mud  flats  in  Cattewater,  also  in 
Hamoaze.  The  mackerel  boats  have  not  been  doing 
much  as  yet,  but  the  men  seem  to  think  that  they 
will  have  a  good  season  ;  the  few  fish  that  have  been 
brought  in  have  been  very  fine  and  in  good  condition. 
William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — Weather  a  little  more  favourable, 
notwithstanding  heavy  sea  fogs.  A  few  pollack  have 
been  taken,  but  nothing  out  of  the  way.  Hope  for 
better  things  to  come.    Wind,  B. — Geey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  only  having  poor 
sport— small  catches  of  flat  fish,  that  is  about  all. 
No  codling  taken  in  the  bay  lately. — H. 

Weymouth. — We  have  been  having  some  nice 
mild  weather  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  there 
have  been  good  catches  of  fish  in  the  bay  and  break- 
water. In  the  harbour  a  considerable  number  of  bass 
have  been  taken,  principally  on  the  evening  tides.  A 
decent  quantity  of  grey  mullet  have  also  been  taken 
in  the  net  on  the  backwater.  The  weather  to-day 
(March  12)  has  set  in  gloomy,  with  rain,  and  the  out- 
look is  not  favourable  at  present.  Wind  blowing  from 
the  east,  sea  moderately  smooth. — Sea  Beeam. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  FEBEUARY. 


Cubing  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  31  tons 
6  cwts.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing  1 
ton  in  about  574  tons;  and  2  cwts.  at  Farringdon 
Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during  February 
at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  17,955  tons,  of 
which  14,472  tons  arrived  by  land  and  3,483  tons  were 
delivered  by  water  ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery 
was  138  tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at 
Billingsgate  were  :  —  Catfish  (14  cwts.) ;  coalfish  ; 
cockles  (5  tons  9  cwts). ;  cod  and  cod  roes  (11  cwts.)  ; 
crabs ;  eels  ;  haddocks ;  Norwegian  herrings  (9  tons 
8  cwts.)  ;  and  kippered  (13  cwts.) ;  mussels  (4  tons) ; 
periwinkles ;  plaice  (1  ton  9  cwt.)  ;  salmon  ;  shrimps 
(13  cwts.) ;  skate  (2  tons  1  cwt.) ;  smelts  ;  whelks  ;  and 
whiting  (4  tons  10  cwts.).  J.  Weench  Towse, 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
March  6,  1902. 


Jlnglmg  'fixtures. 

march  16. 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  Prize  Outing, 
March  17. 

Anglers'  Association :  Delegate  Meeting. 
March  18. 

Gresham :  Annual  Dinner. 
March  19. 

Hastings  Angling  Association:    Annual  General 
Meeting. 
March  20. 

St.  Albans :  S.  L.  U.  Visit. 
March  21. 

Watford  Piscators  :  Annual  Dinner. 
March  23. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society :  Lea  Competition. 
March  31. 

Gresham :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 

April  8. — City  of  London  Piscatorials  :  Concert. 
,,  23. — Hastings    Angling    Association ;  Annual 
Dinner. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  MEETmas). 

TJie  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  07i  Thursday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Oood  Friday  falling  on  the 
28th.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

A  special  general  meeting  of  delegates  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  March  17,  at -8  p.m.,  to  consider 
alteration  of  Rules  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  9  and  18.  Several 
important  matters  are  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
subsequent  ordinary  meeting  to  be  held  immediately 
after  the  special  meeting.  All  Societies  are  re- 
quested  to  send    their   representatives.  —  R.  G. 

WOODEUFF. 


HOLLOWAV  S  PIIJ.S.  Good  .Spirits.  Everyone  has  freciuently 
e.xperienced  sudden  personal  changes  from  gaiety  to  gloom. 
The  wind  and  weather  oftentimes  receive  the  lilame  when  a 
faulty  digestion  is  alone  ihe  cause  of  the  depression.  Hollowny's 
Pills  can  be  honestly  recommended  for  regulating  a  disortler'ed 
stomach  and  improving  digestion.  They  entirely  remove  the 
sense  of  fulness  and  oppression  after  eating.  'They  clear  the 
furred  tongue,  and  act  as  a  wholesome  stimulant  to  the  liver, 
and  a  gentle  aperient  to  the  bowels.  They  healthfully  rouse 
both  body  and  mind.  HoUoway's  Pills  are  the  beat  antidotes 
for  want  of  appetite,  nausea,  flatulency,  heartburn,  languor, 
depression,  and  that  apathy  so  characteristic  of  chronic  derange- 
ment of  the  digestion. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 
(Fourteenth  Lea  Competition.) 
The  following  gentlemen  have  offered  prizes: — 
Mr.  Etherington,  Mr.  J.  Nagle,  Mr.  W.  Dennis 
(will  put  up  free  of  charge  the  largest  roach  taken 
in  the  competition),  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Gray;  also  the 
following  Societies :— Albion  Bros.,  North  -  East 
Bros.,  Good  Intent,  Dalston,  and  more  to  follow. — 
S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last  various  members  reported  fishing. 
Some  thirteen  or  fourteen  pounds  of  specimens  were 
exhibited,  but  total  weight  of  catch  much  larger. 
Throe  new  members  were  elected.  An  entertain- 
ment committee  was  formed,  and  it  was  announced 
that  the  first  concert  of  the  Society  would  be  held 
on  April  8.  Five  books  were  presented  to  the 
library  by  Mr.  Davison  and  two  by  Mr.  Bentley.— 
Secretary,  pro  tern. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presided  at  the  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday  evening,  March  11,  when  arrangements 
for  the  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday,  March  18,  were 
concluded.  The  Guildhall  Glee  Singers,  Mr.  E. 
Davis  Hilton,  and  others  will  contribute  to  the 
musical  part  of  the  proceedings.  One  gentleman 
was  nominated  for  membership.  Mr.  Gray  had  chub 
again  this  week,  one  weighing  41b.,  another  just 
over  21b.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  had  pike ;  Mr. 
Buckingham,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward,  perch. 
Mr.  Pouring  and  friend  had  a  capital  day's  pike 
fishing  in  private  water,  they  had  twenty  fish 
weighing  1041b.,  all  returned  with  the  exception  of 
one  fish  weighing  101b.  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers  secured 
a  pike  of  19 Jib.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  E.G. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Society — 

The  lantern  lecture  given  by  Mr.  W.  I.  Wade  in 
aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  was,  as  usual,  a  great  success, 
and  resulted  in  a  substantial  sum  being  subscribed 
for  the  good  cause. 

Watford  Piscators — 

The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Maiden 
Hotel  on  Friday,  March  21,  W.  Hurst  Flint,  Esq., 
in  the  chair.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.30  precisely. — 
P.  Palmer,  hon.  sec. 


A  small  drop  of  ink, 
Falling  like  dew  upon  a  thought,  produces 
That  which  makes  thousands,  perhaxis  millions,  think. 

— Byron. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on  Thursday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on 
the  28th.  All  communications  and  advertisements 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  St. 
Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning 
March  26.  " 


If  you  want  to  be  healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise 
In  the  Fishing  Gazette  you  should  advertise. 
If  you  don't  advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Better  put  up  the  shutters  and  say — "  To  let." 


A  BIG  haul  of  fish  at  Misterton  Pond,  near  Lutter- 
worth, seems  to  have  upset  the  mental  equilibrium  of 
many.  An  evening  contemporary  gives  the  following : — 
"In  order  that  it  may  be  stocked  with  trous, 
Misterton  Pond,  near  Lutterworth,  has  this  week 
been  cleaned  out.    During  the  process  the  following 
remarkable  haul  of  fish  was  made  :  111  large  pike° 
3000  roach,  450  perch,  weighing  from  ilb.°to  41b. 
each ;  sixty-five  trench,  froin  31b.  upward ;  fifteen 
carp,  averaging  41b.  each,  and  a  number  of  other 
fish  of  varied  descriptions." 
I  have  fished  many  times  but  never  yet  caught 
"trous"  or  "trench,"  but  I  may  capture  some  yet. 
It  seems  strange,  too,  that  111  large  pike  should  live 
on  such  remarkably  amicable  terms.    I  should  say 
that  for  such  a  large  number  of  roach  to  be  found  in 
the  pond  the  pike  and  the  other  kinds  were  apparently 
a  "happy  family."    I  should  have  liked  to  have  been 
among  those  450  perch — I  would  have  had  some  of 
those  4-pounders !   I  have  not  caught  many  thousands 
of  41b.  perch  up  to  now. 


"A  MOST  ludicrous  incident  occurred  off  here  the 
other  day  in  the  fog,"  writes  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  of 
Walmer.  "  One  of  the  very  largest  of  our  battleships, 
H.M.S.  Irresistible,  of  some  16,000  tons,  was  pro- 
ceeding slowly  down  channel  when  a  little  Dutch 
coasting  cargo  steamer  of  perhaps  500  or  600  tons  ran 
into  her.  Very  little  damage  was  done  to  either,  but 
the  Dutchman  'stood  by'  and  signalled  to  the 
leviathan  warship,  '  Do  you  require  assistance  ?  '  It 
was  very  good  of  him,  but  he  must  have  peculiar  ideas 
as  to  the  vulnerability  of  the  King's  ironclads." 
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Wake  up  England! 


Tortoise 


SnOKING  MIXTURE 


'^X*  extravagance  de  perfection  " 

Dr.  ANDREW  WILSON,  F.R.S.E.,  &c.,  says:— 

"  It  is  art  absolutely  pure  tobacco,  and  makes 
a  cool  and  fragrant  smoke." 


i  lb.  Tins,  X/S. 


Facile  Princeps  of  all  pipe  tobaccos.  ■ 

PUREST.   COOLEST.   MOST  FRAGRANT. 

No  Foreign  Capital  F 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  l/Jj. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.C. 

Once  used  Al>va;/s  used. 
Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      Is.  6d.  ]     PerlOO  yards. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  Od.  (  Green 
Salmon   ...      is.  Sd.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New   "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M.    BARNES   WHOLESALE  AND  RETiTL 

lu.  uanniio,  fishing  tackle  maker, 

1.  St.  Swithin's  Square,  LINCOLir. 


THE 


Indian  Spornng  Cimes* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CmOnLATES  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON 
BURMAH  AND  ASSAM.  ' 
The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sixirting  News. 
FOEMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUjU 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS.  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.     Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  7</.,  post  free. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  op  India  Press 
Bombay.  ' 
OFFICELONDON  :  121.  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 

Anglers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FisMng  the  Cam,  Ouse.  Ac, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IH 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address,  p,  Marjtet  Hiir  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  ;  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Uagazmes,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THE  Pub- 
lisher's Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  li<l.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
aniiouncements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had' 
by  sending  a  post-card  reciuest  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  FuUUhcrs'  Circular,  St 
Uuiistan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London  E  C 


[ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADEgS]  I  ANDERSONS'  gold  metdal  WADERS  | 


HOW  TO  IPROYE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial " 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "Coxon"  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout. 


Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 


Revised  price  of  Reels:  Sin.,  with  optional 
check,  15«.  ;  3iin.  do.,  16«.  ;  4in.  do.,  17g  •  «in 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in  lis  6d  '■ 
l^m .,  16«.  fd.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  villa.  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham 

Testimonials  Xree  on  application,  i 


ANDERSONS' sSl  WADERS 


CO 
CO 


TWENTY-EIGHT 
MEDALS  &  AWARDS. 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached. 
For  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
SS/-  per  pair. 

MAGNIFICENT 

BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  offer- 
ing our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  "iS/-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  V/ADERS(55/- 
usually)  for  Sa/G  cash 
with  order. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

Jii&la  TRubbcc  /iRamifacturere, 
37,  Queers  Victoria,  Stx?eet,  H^onclon,  E.C. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERSl  I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES  OF  LETTEBPBESS  AND  PIOTUBBS. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  SJd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  oan 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.O.Q.,"  In  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with, 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided, 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  RaUway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 
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I  PAID  a  visit  to  the  Boating  Exhibition  at  Eaii'a 
Court,  and  once  again  I  have  pleasure  in  noticing  the 
exhibit  of  Mr.  D.  Slater,  Newark-on-Trent,  who  as 
usual  had  a  good  assortment  of  rods,  reels,  lines,  etc. 
I  was  struck  with  the  immense  niunber  of  reels  he  had 
on  view.  When  questioned  about  this  I  was  pleased 
to  hear  the  explanation.  Mr.  Slater  assured  me  that 
the  enormous  demand  for  their  reels  has  increased  so 
much  lately  that  they  were  compelled  to  extend  their 
wojks.  Mr,  Slater  said  they  had  considerably  over 
20,000  reels  on  order  at  the  present  time.  Many  of 
their  reels  are  made  from  gun  stocks ;  he  had  recently 
bought  several  thousands  from  France.  Sea-fishing, 
he  said,  has  increased  the  wood  reel  trade  very  much 
lately.  Mr.  Slater  seemed  very  proud  of  the  prosperity 
of  his  firm,  and  honestly  admitted  that  he  had  a 
great  deal  to  thank  the  Fishing  Gazette  for.  In  fact 
he  echoed  the  phrase  "  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adver- 
tisement." ' 


Great  wits  jump.  Compare  the  lines  quoted  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  at  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Dinner 
with  the  following  song.  It  is  an  instance  of  the  long 
arm  of  coincidence.  The  following  song,  sung  by  Mr. 
Harrison  Hill  at  the  Flyfishers'  Dinner,  is  from  the 
pen  of  "  Cotswold  Isys."  It  is  set  to  charming  music 
and  should  be  popular  at  angling  clubs. 

A  Fishing  Song. 
We  came  to  Dove  one  hot  July 

And  hoped  for  splendid  angling; 
But  with  us  disappointment  came 

To  give  our  hopes  a  mangling. 
For  soon  as  we  arrived  we  heard 

"  The  time  for  Dove  is  over  1 
You'd  now  catch  trout  almost  as  soon 

From  off  the  pier  at  Dover  I  " 

We  find  the  river  all  extremes — 

Too  dull  or  else  a  bright  thing  I 
'Tis  now  too  high,  'tis  now  too  low — 

It  never  is  the  right  thing  I 
And  ev'ry  stream  around's  the  same, 

111  luck  waits  on  such  quarters. 
For  sure  as  fate  there's  something  wrong 

Whene'er  we  fish  these  waters. 
We  try  for  grayling,  then  we  hear 

To-day  those  fish  are  ailing ; 
We  try  for  trout,  and  then  we're  told 

We  should  have  fished  for  grayling. 
We  try  the  lake,  and  then  they  say 

They'd  on  the  river  take  well ; 
Next  day  the  river — then  we  hear 

They  rose  upon  the  lake  well  1 

When  e'er  we  spinning  minnows  take 

There  is  a  splendid  rise,  sir  1 
When  we  take  flies  the  fish  take  worms. 

When  worms  they  fancy  flies,  sir  1 
Thus  all  we  do  for  right  is  wrong, 

Dame  Fortune  won't  befriend  us ; 
Wind,  weather',  water,  fish,  and  files 

Conspire  bad  luck  to  send  us  I 

And  when  at  night  we  notes  compare 

With  some  successful  brother, 
We  find  the  flies  we  used  were  wrong. 

We  should  have  used  some  other  I 
"And  how  long  did  you  fish?" 

"Till  three — then  home  again  we  wended. 
"  The  very  hour  the  rise  began — 

And  just  at  five  it  ended  1  " 

Our  patience  needs  for  worthy  praise 

A  pen  that  writes  evangels  ; 
And  could  you  see  our  merriment 

You'd  see  we're  more  than  angels  1 
For  jovial  are  we  under  all 

That  turns  out  thus  mishaply. 
And  quite  as  jolly  under  woe 

As  over  was  Mark  Tapley ! 


The  cry  is  "  Still  they  come  1 "  Another  bonuie 
Scot  sends  me  yet  another  version  of  Robert  Burns' 
"  Grace  before  dinner."    This  is  it : 

"  Some  hae  meat  and  canna  eat, 
Some  hae  nane  who  want  it ; 
But  we  hae  meat  and  we  can  eat, 
Sae  let  the  Lord  be  thankit." 

Now  this  must  be  correct,  for  my  correspondent 
("  Gilnockie  ")  writes :  "I  am  a  Dumfriesshire  man, 
and  read  the  above,  as  I  have  put  it,  in  1844,  in  one  of 
the  early  editions  of  the  immortal  Bard  of  Caledonia's 
poems.  Edinburgh  bodies  are  no  sae  weel  versed  in 
Lowland  Scotch  as  to  warrant  them  posing  as  au- 
thorities in  that  very  flexible  language,  a  fact  which  I 
proved  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
years  ago,  when  there  was  some  correspondence  anent 
certain  words  and  terms  of  current  use  in  the  Border- 
land. Many  thanks  to  '  Dragnet '  for  so  heroically 
standing  up  for  Scotia's  ain  poet." 


If  you  would  cieate  for  yourself  a  future,  make  a 
present. 


On  Tuesday  night  the  American  "  twang  "  of  His 
Excellency  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Choate  made  mo  imagine 
that  I  was  in  America,  and  at  the  same  time  the  kindly 
gentlemen  who,  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner,  environed 
me  all  round  deluded  me  into  the  idea  that  I  was 
among  the  lace  manufacturers  of  Nottingham.  This 
was  early  in  the  evening ;  at  a  later  stage  I  mentally 
journeyed  to  Timbuotoo,  Bagdad,  and  Jerusalem,  but  I 
got  back  to  Notts  at  last.  Not  a  few  of  the  best  came 
up  specially  from  Nottingham  to  be  present  at  what 
was  quite  an  historic  gathering.  Of  course  the  "  lion  " 
was  A.  Lakin,  whose  charming  voice  reminded  me  of 
Santley  in  his  palmiest  days.  Then  (I  did,  an'  all)  I 
had  to,  well,  shake  hands  with  President  Gaskell, 
Harry  Spray,  E.  Bartleet,  C.  J.  Mee,  C.  Smith,  A. 
Dobson,  F.  D.  Mordle,  and  J.  C.  Schleicher.  I've 
promised  to  go  down  to  see  "  the  boys  "  in  the  close 
season  ;  and  also  to  Newark  to  capture  some  of  David 
Slater's  trout. 


The  Coquet  Committee  will  receive  a  consignment 
of  yearling  trout  this  week  from  the  Howietoun 
Hatchery  at  Stirling,  to  be  placed  in  the  river  Coquet. 
One  portion  will  be  placed  in  the  river  between 
Acklington  and  Felton  and  another  portion  will  be 
sent  to  Pauperhaugh.  The  federation  bailiffs  report 
the  river  to  be  in  good  order  for  fishing.  On  Friday, 
March  7,  Mr.  Hogg,  of  Felton,  caught  another  fine 
yellow  trout  with  the  fly  weighing  4Jlb.  It  was 
twenty  inches  in  length  and  twelve  inches  in  girth. 


CoNGLETON  (Cheshire)  is  regretting  the  retirement 
of  Chief  Constable  Hall,  who  has  well  earned  a  rest  from 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  onerous  position.    Not  only 


Mr.  Jonathan  Hall. 

was  he  Chief  Constable,  but  also  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Inspector  of  Explosives,  and  Inspector 
of  Lodging-houses.  Mr.  Hall  could  never  have  per- 
formed his  many  duties  if  he  had  not  relieved  hard 
work  by  the  recreation  which  such  a  good  all-round 
angler  thoroughly  enjoys.  He  knows  the  Dane  for 
miles  and  miles,  and  from  that  river  he  has  taken 
some  fine  specimen  chub  and  dace.  As  a  skilful  perch 
fisher  he  is  known  all  over  Cheshire  and  Staffordshire. 
Mr.  Hall  has  had  many  testimonials  and  presents,  but 
I  will  give  him  another  one.  Pray,  Mr.  Hall,  accept 
my  best  wishes ;  may  you  recover  your  old  health  and 
vigour  and  always  have  good  luck  when  you  go  a 
fishing. 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which  opens  on  Tuesday 
week  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  will  include  in  the 
exhibitors  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Ogden  &  Scotford, 
and  Carter  &  Co.  From  March  24,  and  during  this 
event,  a  grand  Continental  circus  is  to  be  the  leading 
attraction  at  the  Westminster  resort. 


"An  acre  of  water,"  says  the  Daily  News,  "is  con- 
sidered in  Germany,  where  it  is  utilised  for  the  culture 
of  insipid  carp,  to  be  more  valuable  than  a  vineyard  of 
the  same  dimensions,  and  this  should  prove  trebly 
true  amid  the  agricultural  depression  in  England.  It 
is,  therefore,  cheering  to  find  a  vigorous  movement  on 
foot  among  London  anglers  for  stocking  the  numerous 
ponds  and  lakelets  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council  with  rainbow  trout.  This  is  a  beautiful  and 
very  '.'game  "  American  variety,  known  to  naturalists 
as  Salmo  irideus,  from  its  iridescent  hues.  It  is 
terribly  destructive  of  ova  and  fry  in  rivers,  but  thrives 
amazingly  in  stagnant  waters,  where  our  British  trout 


would  soon  deteriorate  into  lank,  consumptive  skeletons. 
Should  the  experiment,  which  is  not  only  feasible,  but 
very  inexpensive,  meet  with  the  anticipated  success, 
there  are  hopes  of  providing  gratuitous  trout  fishing 
every  Bank  Holiday  for  the  cockney  disciples  of  Izaak 
Walton." 


_  "  I  HAVE  been  trying,"  writesi  Truthful  Tommy,  "  to 
cipher  out  this  Shakespeare  and  Bacon  controversy, 
and  I  must  admit  the  subject  bristles  with  difficulty.  I 
think,  however,  I  have  got  to  the  bottom  of  it.  In  the 
first  place  the  writings  of  the  '  Divine  Williams,'  as 
the  Frenchmen  call  him,  are  spoken  of  indifferently 
as  '  plays  '  and  '  works.'  Clearly  they  cannot  be  both, 
for  work  and  play  are  antagonistic  terms.  The 
question  is  which  are  they  ?  and  it  so,  why  ?  Having 
arrived  at  the  '  whyness  '  of  the  matter,  and  settled 
the  question  so  far,  the  next  point  is  who  wrote  'em  ?  " 


Now  I  have  read  several  very  able  articles  on  this 
much  discussed  question,  and  have  arrived  at  a  definite 
conclusion  which  I  hope  will  be  accepted  by  all  parties 
interested,  and  so  save  the  waste  of  brain  power, 
ingenuity,  ink,  and  things  which  have  been  going  on 
lately.  My  opinion  is  that  these  plays  or  works,  which 
ever  you  choose  to  call  them,  were  not  written  by 
William  Shakespeare  himself,  but  by  another  fellow 
of  the  same  name.  Now  this  wants  thinking  out,  but 
depend  upon  it  I  have  found  the  true  solution  of  the 
mystery. 


"The  Zoological  I  Gardens  "  is  the  title  of  a  special 
article  which  Mr.  Richard  Kearton,  F.Z.S.,  will  con- 
tribute to  Part  11  of  "Living  London."  It  will 
contain  twelve  photographic  illustrations. 


Written  in  a  fly-book  by  his  sister  "  who  had  been 
crossed  in  love": — "Jock  Scott"  "May  Fly"  with 
"  Wickham's  Fancy,"  and  alas  I  my  "  Alder  "  "  Coach- 
mans  "  "  Ant  "  will  "  Gnat  "  "  March  Brown  " 
"  Upright."    I  am  un-"  Dun." 


The  Mick  does  make  mistakes  at  times,  but  as  an 
angler  he  was  ever  truthful.  Asked  the  other  evening 
whether  he  knew  anything  about  mosquitoes,  he 
exclaimed,  "  And  bedad  1  I  should  think  I  did  iudade  1 " 
"  Have  you  ever  been  bitten  ?  "  asked  one  of  the  mem- 
bers. "Bitten!  is  it?"  exclaimed  Mick.  "  Bitten  1 
did  ye  say  ?  Why,  man,  last  summer  I  was  wearing 
three  hats  at  one  time— one  on  each  lump  I  " 


Some  idea  of  the  difficulties  (says  the  Blackburn 
Telegraph)  attending  the  acquisition  of  a  little 
fishing  near  large  towns  can  be  formed  from  the 
following  figures.  The  Leeds  Amalgamated  Anglers 
since  1891  have  spent  on  Roundhay  Park  lakes 
£874  on  the  following  stocking  operations : — 20,000 
roach,  40,000  trout,  fly,  30,000  trout,  ova,  4,350 
trout  (developed),  6,600  minnows,  1,150  tench,  2,600 
perch,  2,200  carp,  500  rudd,  300  bream,  10,200 
assorted.  [Surely  the  "  40,000  trout,  fly,"  should  read 
'  trout  fry."] 


Overheard  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  while  the  guide 
is  explaining  to  a  party  of  American  tourists  the  sights 
of  that  splendid  edifice.  "  This  'ere  lydies  and  gentle- 
men is  the  tomb  of  the  greatest  military  'ero  Europe 
or  the  'ole  world  ever  noo.  'Ere  the  Dock  of  Wel- 
lin'ton  lies  buried.  This  marble  sarcofygus  weighs 
forty-two  tons.  Inside  is  a  steel  recepticle  weighing 
thirteen  tons,  and  inside  that  is  a  leaden  casket 
'ermetrically  sealed,  weighing  over  two  tons.  Hinside 
that  again  is  a  ma'ogny  corfin  'oldin  the  hashes  of 
the  great  'ero."  "  Wal,"  said  one  of  his  audience 
after  he  had  tliunk  some,  "  I  guess  you've  got  him 
right  slick  this  trip.  Here's  my  card,  if  he  ever  gets 
out  of  that  cable  mo  at  my  expense." 


She  was  a  dear  old  lady,  bless  her  heart,  always 
trying  to  do  good  and  to  say  "  a  word  in  season,"  and 
one  fine  Sunday  she  came  across  several  anglers 
plying  their  gentle  craft.  "  Oh,  fie  t  "  said  the  old 
lady,"  fishing  on  the  Sabbath  1  Are  you  a  Christian  ?  " 
"I  sincerely  hope  so,"  said  the  particular  angler  she 
tackled,  and  then  with  a  polite  bow,  and  in  his  most 
dulcet  accents  he  added,  "Anyway,  dear  madam,  you 
never  see  me  working  between  Saturday  night  and 
Monday  morning." 


A  SMOKING  concert  organised  by  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  takes  place  at  the  Champion  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  on  Saturday,  March  15— this  week, 
bear  in  mind.  The  proceeds  will  be  devoted  to  the 
"  Vaughan  benefit  fund  "  The  deserving  nature  of 
this  fund  is  well  known.  There  will  be  a  galaxy  of 
talent.  To  this  end  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  has  worked  like 
a  Trojau.  He  is  not,  however,  to  be  held  entirely 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  chair  will  be  occupied 
by  what  is  left  of  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  Angling  flotes 


The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  puhlished  on  Thursday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Oood  Friday  falling  on  the 
28<7i.  All  comimmications  intended  for  inserticni  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dimstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  hundreds  of  Midland  anglers  turned  out  on 
March  8  and  9.  Owing  to  the  f  avourable  weather  a 
large  number  of  bye  contests  were  fished  in  the  local 
canals,  there  being  five  contests  fished  at  Kingsbury, 
the  chief  amongst  which  was  the  Gun  Club ;  about  one 
hundred  and  ten  took  part  in  this  competition  which 
was  of  two  hours'  duration.  At  the  weighing  in  Mr. 
E.  Hartwright  was  returned  the  winner.  The  other 
four  clubs  did  very  little  as  the  wind  did  much 
to  interfere  with  the  sport ;  a  contest  was  fished 
at  Fernhill  Heath,  and  one  at  Droitwich,  but 
sport  was  very  indifferent  The  Severn  was  also 
well  patronised,  and  by  our  clubs,  but  in  all  the 
contests  sport  was  very  inferior  ;  but  those  who  went 
out  and  selected  their  own  spots  did  much  better. 
Mr.  T.  Kingham  and  his  son  Tom,  fishing  at  Kempsey, 
had  some  good  sport  with  the  dace ;  they  took  between 
them  over  191b.  of  good-sized  fish  with  the  maggot  in 
a  very  short  time.  Sx)ort  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Severn  was  very  good  with  the  roach,  dace, 
and  chub,  and  a  few  chub  were  taken,  together 
with  a  few  small  pike.  A  few  decent  pike 
have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  in  the  Pershore, 
Fladbury  and  Evesham  districts ;  those  who  were 
fortunate  to  obtain  permission  to  fish  the  private  pools 
near  to  Birmingham  succeeded  ia  having  grand  sport. 
Mr.  C.  Sheldon,  of  Solihull,  who  is  the  host  of  the 
Saddlers  Arms,  took  over  701b.  of  pike  from  a  private 
pool  near  to  Elmdon  on  Thursday  (March  6)  afternoon 
last ;  other  gentlemen  have  also  done  well.  I  hear 
that  the  Good  Intent  Club  are  making  a  lot  of  mem- 
bers, and  that  the  club  is  in  a  better  position  than 
what  it  has  been  in  for  some  time.  There  is  a  little 
trouble  at  the  Tenby  Club;  the  new  host  has  partly 
closed  the  house  up,  and  as  a  consequence  they 
are  compelled  to  find  a  fresh  place  of  meeting;  they 
have  selected  a  place  which  will  be  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
committee.  A  letter  has  been  received  from  the 
Great  Western  and  London  and  North  Western  rail- 
way companies  stating  that  Birmingham  can  receive 
the  concessions  direct  from  the  companies  on  Jan.  1 
next  instead  of  March,  1903,  but  the  association  will 
not  stop  at  this ;  they  are  trying  for  the  concession  to 
be  granted  for  June  15  next-  Now  that  the  close 
season  is  upon  us  the  members  of  the  association  have 
ample  time  to  bring  this  about. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE.) 

Although  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fishing,  it  is  astonishing  what  a  number  of  rods 
have  been  at  work  this  week.  Everything  has  been 
in  favour  of  angling,  and  roach  especially  have  given 
remarkably  good  sport.  Indeed,  on  the  Witham 
almost  as  good  bags  have  been  made  recently  as  in 
the  best  months  of  the  season.  Roach  anglers  have 
been  most  successful  at  the  drain  ends,  where  the  fish 
have  congregated  in  vast  shoals  in  order  to  escape  the 
heavy  rush  of  water  which  came  down  the  main 
stream  during  the  rise  a  fortnight  ago.  The  most 
favoured  places  have  been  along  the  lower  sections  of 
the  Bain,  the  Sincil  Dyke,  the  Barling's  River,  and 
the  Sleaford  Canal.  Here,  with  the  worm  bait,  and  a 
due  regard  to  ground-baiting,  some  of  the  bags  have 
weighed  up  to  161b.  per  rod.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  close  season  is  at  hand,  the  roach  appear  to  be  in 
splendid  condition.  On  the  other  hand,  both  pike, 
perch,  and  dace  are  filling  rapidly  with  spawn.  The 
trolling  rod  has  also  been  employed  with  success.  In 
the  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke  districts  pike 
have  been  captured  weighing  up  to  101b.,  one  angler, 
in  the  last-named  district,  getting  a  brace  last  week- 
end weighing  191b.  the  pair.  On  the  Forty-foot  fisher- 
men have  chiefly  confined  their  attention  to  pike, 
although  several  nice  lots  of  red-fins  have  been 
creeled. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  some  very  good  catches  of 
roach  and  perch  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of 
both  the  river  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal, 
a  quantity  of  the  roach  shown  at  the  different 
anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city,  scaling  from  lib. 
to  lib.  7Joz.  each  ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  several 
good  perch  have  been  taken,  going  from  fib.  to  lib. 
each  ;  flounders  are  also  fairly  on  the  run  m  the  lower 
water,  which  agurs  well  for  the  Easter  holiday 
matches,  several  of  which  will  be  fished  between  Hull 
Bridge  and  Dunswell.  A  few  good  trout  have  been  on 
the  rise  during  the  week  both  in  the  top  stretches  and 
the  tidal  waters,  and  appear  to  be  in  grand  condition, 
so  that  prospects  for  trout  fishing,  when  the  season 


opens  on  the  16th,  promises  fairly  well  so  far.  The 
licences  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  distributors, 
therefore  our  local  anglers  had  better  provide  them- 
selves with  the  inevitable  before  commencing  opera- 
tions. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

With  the  welcome  change  in  the  weather  more  rods 
have  been  out.  At  last  the  Bollin  is  reported  as  being 
in  good  order  last  week  end,  and  considering  the 
number  of  rods  out  a  fair  quantity  of  fish  were  taken, 
especially  coarse  fish.  Mr.  Gardner,  of  Liverpool,  did 
well  amongst  the  roach,  and  Mr.  Millis,  of  Heatly,  had 
a  good  pike.  Anglers  from  this  county  have  been 
doing  well  in  Scotland,  and  another  .  party  are 
due  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  this  week  end.  The  Lune 
salmon  season  opened  well,  and!  something  like  a 
record  was  created  for  the  first  day.  Trout  appear 
to  promise  better  sport  in  the  coming  season.  The 
nibble  has  opened  with  fair'prospects  in  fine  weather, 
and  the  rise  is  fair  but  chiefly  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  The  Wyre,  although  in  good  order  and  favoured 
with  fine  weather,  was  not  patronised  by  many  rods 
for  the  opening.  Our  rods  who  visit  Matlock  and 
Darley  Dale  have  not  lost  any  time  in  fishing  these 
waters. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  appear  to  have  more  Royalty  and  Jubilee 
business  going  on  in  this  city  than  evidence  of 
angling,  but  still  that  sport  is  not  being  neglected. 
Of  course  our  clubs  realising  that  the  close  season  is 
now  with  us  have  been  trying  to  get  in  a  few  hours 
before  that  unpleasant  period  of  the  year  arrived. 
The  Welcomb  Angling  Society  are  congratulating 
themselves  on  the  success  of  their  re-organisation  and 
announce  the  openingjcontest  to  take  place  at  Poynton. 
The  Victorias  had  a  very  successful  wind  up  of  the 
season,  and  several  new  names  appear  in  the  prize  list. 
The  smoker  of  the  Sal  ford  Socials  was  an  enjoyable 
event,  and  to-day  the  effort  of  the  Bradford  teetotalers 
to  raise  funds  to  buy  for  the  boys  good  tackle  promises 
well ;  the  idea  is  a  commendable  one.  The  Duchy 
Angling  Society  are  going  very  strong  with  enterprise 
for  the  coming  season.  The  West  Salford  Angling 
Association  are  noted  for  their  annual  meeting  at 
Weaste. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  again  patronised  the  Trent  in  unusual 
force,  and  many  splendid  bags  of  roach  and  other  fish 
have  been  made  by  the  aid  of  the  various  kinds  of 
worms.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  E.  Bayley,  Mr.  J. 
H.  Baker,  Mr.  Harry  Baker,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  and 
other  members  of  the  Pride  of  Derby  club  have  enjoyed 
excellen  sport,  chiefly  amongst  roach,  on  the  Sawley 
waters,  and  on  March  11  your  correspondent,  with  two 
friends,  creeled591b.  of  bream,  roach,  and  perch.  Several 
of  the  bream  exceeded  3Jlb.  each.  Mr.  J.  Birkin  and 
Mr.  H.  Brealey  have  albo  excelled,  and  on  Monday 
(March  10)  Mr.  T.  Skidmore  took,  amongst  other  fish, 
in  Weston  Cliff  pool,  a  very  choice  perch  of  lib.  7oz. 
At  Shardlow,  Mr.  T.  Lewis  secured  six  or  seven  big 
chub,  with  pith  and  brains,  on  Tuesday  (March  11)  ; 
and  pith  has  accounted  for  many  of  the  "  loggerheads  " 
on  the  Piskerton  and  Plintham  Hills  reaches.  Sixteen 
pike  were  got  by  a  party  of  Nottingham  gentlemen 
OQ  Monday,  and  the  leviathan  of  Stathern  basin,  on 
the  Grantham  Canal,  has  at  length  fallen  to  the  skill 
of  a  Leicester  sportsman.  The  fish,  which  had  often 
been  hooked  and  lost,  weighed  27§lb.  A  fish  of 
14§lb.  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  W.  Barnett,  of  Old 
Basford,  Nottingham,  in  Weston  Cliff  pool,  and  choice 
specimens  have  also  been  landed  by  Mr.  T.  Skidmore, 
Sergeant  Kemp,  Mr.  C.  Jackson  and  other  visitors 
from  the  city.  The  river  on  Wednesday  was  running 
in  grand  ply  for  all  kinds  of  angling. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  is  improving  in  this  district,  the  weather 
nice  and  mild  and  the  water  a  nice  height  and  con- 
dition. The  close  season  being  so  near  a  good  many 
rods  have  been  out  and  sport  good  all  round  among 
the  coarse  fish.  One  angler.  Crump,  had  a  fine  lot  of 
chub,  all  over  lib.,  with  blood  and  brains.  Messrs. 
Thomas,  Williams,  Brewer  and  others  had  large 
takes  with  same  bait,  and  some  heavy  baskets  of  dace 
and  roach  with  small  worm  and  paste ;  several 
perch  were  captured  with  the  worm.  Rare  sport 
has  been  had  with  the  pike,  four  anglers  caught 
seven  in  the  Severn  above  Camp  Locks,  the 
spoon  bait  being  the  favourite;  heaviest  fish,  8Jlb., 
taken  by  E.  Morris.  Mr.  E.  Farmer  had  a  15^1b. 
fine  conditioned  fish  near  Knightwick-on-Teme,  and 
good-sized  fish  from  all  the  Avon  fishing  stations  down 
to  Twyning  Fleet.  Several  have  been  after  the  trout ; 
a  brace  or  two  were  taken  in  deep  water  with  the 
worm,  and  two  and  a  half  brace  were  taken  with  the 
February  Red  and  a  Blue  Dun  in  the  Teme  just  when 
the  sun  was  out ;  but  they  want  time  and  warm 
weather. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  St.  Lawrence  (York)  Angling 
Society  and  friends,  to  the  number  of  over  eighty, 
passed  a  pleasant  social  evening  on  Saturday,  the 


occasion  being  the  presentation  to  Mr.  C. 
Wilkinson,  who  is  much  esteemed  as  the  treasurer, 
and  who  recently  led  his  bride  to  the  altar.  The 
gift  consisted  of  an  electro-plated  teapot.  Captain 
D.  A.  G.  Lascolles  has  communicated  to  the 
Black  Ox  Angling  Club  his  acceptance  of  the 
presidency,  and  has  granted  the  members  the 
privilege  of  fishing  across  his  land  at  Leeming 
Beck  from  Leeming  Bridge  to  the  Plantation,  up 
to  and  including  the  Lock,  on  the  payment  of 
a  purely  nominal  sum  under  an  agreement  to 
date  from  April  1.  With  the  near  approach  of  the 
close  season  coasre  fishers  have  lately  turned  out  in 
good  numbers,  and  there  has  been  fair  sport  all  round, 
chiefly  with  roach.  The  mild  weather  has  greatly 
improved  the  outlook  for  trout,  which  ought  to  be  in 
good  condition  at  the  opening  of  the  season.  The 
rivers  have  run  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  fly  fishing 
should  prove  successful. 


ilofes  from  i^c  ilodfj. 


The  salmon  season  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  best.  Over  a  hundred 
salmon  were  creeled  on  the  Banchory  waters,  and 
some  seventy- five  on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches, 
for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  March  8.  On  the  Durria 
upper  and  lower  beats  thirty-seven  were  landed  in 
one  day. 


Large  "irons"  are  still  the  order  of  the  day,  two 
and-a-half  inch  flies  being  the  common  lures,  and  of 
these  Gordon  Akroyd,  Heron,  Glentana  Favourite,  and 
Lady  Frances  are  the  most  taking  lures.  The  last 
two  are  new  flies. 


The  sea-trout  and  finnock  spring  season  is  now  at 
its  best.  Mr.  Sheldon  had  good  baskets  on  the  Ardoe 
Dee  water  last  week,  and  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  to  a 
dozen  fib.  fish  are  occasionally  being  made  with  a 
morning's  tide. 


About  twenty  salmon  have  been  creeled  on  the 
Ythan  waters  since  the  season  opened,  while  better 
baskets  of  trout  have  not  been  made  for  a  dozen  years. 
Yet  old  hands  are  lamenting  that  the  times  are  not 
like  what  they  once  were  up  Ellon  way. 


The  trouting  season  on  the  Don  will  be  an  early 
one,  and  already  anglers  from  the  south  are  being 
booked  for  the  Afford  district  and  other  early  parts. 

The  sea-trout  (finnock)  season  is  generally  over  by 
the  advent  of  April,  but  then  the  yellow  or  brown 
trout  season  gets  interesting. 


The  remains  of  the  late  Major  Burnell  Ramsay, 
Rifle  Brigade,  who  died  ia  South  Africa  on  Dec.  21,  were 
brought  home,  and  quietly  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
vault  at  Banchory  Lodge,  on  the  banks  of  the  silvery 
Dee,  which  he  loved  so  well  to  whip  with  his  powerful 
arm  in  days  gone  by. 


Mr.  Hay,  of  Seaton,  Donside,  was  entertained  to  a 
banquet  on  his  coming  of  age  last  week.  He  owns 
several  miles  of  the  choicest  salmon  and  trout  waters 
on  Lower  Don. 


Two  young  tradesmen  were  up  before  the  Sheriff  in 
the  Aberdeen  Court  last  week  for  poaching  on  the 
estate  of  Keith  Hall.  When  asked  what  they  had  to 
say  for  their  conduct,  they  replied  that  they  "  Just 
did  it  for  fun."  "  Very  well,"  replied  his  lordship, 
"  I  fine  you  thirty  shillings  each  or  ten  days."  They 
did  not  see  where  the  fun  came  in  then. 


Mr.  Porter,  Corniehaugh,  had  first  blood  on  his 
Deveron  water  on  Tuesday  (March  4)  of  17^1b.,  and 
another  on  Thursday  (March  0)  of  161b.  A  fortnight's 
salmon  fishing  might  be  picked  up  here  nicely  for 
three  rods  at  f  10  a  rod. 


Major  J.  C.  P.  IMannuell,  Aberdeen,  is  just  back 
from  South  Africa.  He  was  through  numerous 
engagements,  was  wounded,  and  has  just  received  a 
medal  with  six  clasps.  He  is  now  enjoying  a  quiet 
bit  of  angling  on  the  Don. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  an  American  angler  over  here  on 
business,  has  been  dividing  his  spare  time  between  the 
Dee  and  Ythan.  Last  week,  along  with  Mr.  Harry 
Duncan,  ho  had  some  fine  sport  on  the  latter  river, 
both  with  salmon  and  sea-trout.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  casters  we  have  seen. 


The  Terror,  the  Dandy,  the  Demon — all  more  or 
less  feather  imitations  of  the  sand-eel — are  a  few  of 
the  names  sea-trout  lures  of  the  first  order  pass  under 
in  the  north.  Special  Scotch. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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AJ^OLERS^    HOTELS,    FISHIJJQ   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Fost :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 

4i  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


PORTH  HOTEL, 


IL.IL.  AND  Y  SSIIL. , 
S.  WAIVES. 


Two-and-a-half  miles  reseryed  for  yisitors,  Free  ;  two  miles  by  arrangement ;  alf 
preseryed  and  continuous  on  Eiyer  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  o 
Wines  and  Spirits.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Fishing  during  Easter.  To  saye 
disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMEKON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggaii.  Portsonachan." 

SALMON  FISHING 
ON   LOCH  NESS. 


Parties  staying  at 
THE   LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL, 
Fort  Augustus, 

Have  the  privilege  of  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness 


MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billingb,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N,B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January,  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

nULVERTOX. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water, 
cn  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBKIDGE,   S.   DEVO  N 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    W.  Vickery,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
lack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
„  2/6 


Closed    during  the  Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  In  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and    Pereh    Fishing  on 
own  private  Lalse  of  upwards  of 
100  Acres. 

In  consequence  O'f  the  large  number 
of  Fish  this  water  will  remain  ooen 
for  Pike  Fishing  until  March  31. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Terms  until  March  31,  1902, 
for  Board,  Residence,  and  Attendance, 
£2  2s.  per  week. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Good  Lock-up  Coaehliouse  and 
Stabilng. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIPPITM.S  Prnnrlfitnr. 


(COMBERLAXD). 

THEaOpHOTEL,Penritli, 

Two  miles  of  the  best  \vater  in  the  above 
noted  river  Free  to  Visitors  staving  at  the 
Hotel.  The  Spring  Trout  Fishing  is  un- 
surpassed in  this  district,  and  in  the 
Autumn  Salmon  Season  last  year  nearly 
one-fifth  of  all  the  Salmon  caught 
with  rod  and  line  in  the  Eden  and 
Eamont  were  had  in  this  stretch. 
Particulars  from  .  .  . 

J.  SIDDLE,  Proprietor. 


MALGOM&GO. 

Featherweight" 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 

R.  B.  Mabston,  Esq.,  says: 
"  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

— Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  Green  Street, 

ILiEICESTER  SQUARE. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish; 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 

Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS  FORI>, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAI8T0R,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

HAWES,  YORKSHIRE. 


Excellent  Trout  Fishing,   and  best 
centre  for  the  Angling  Associations' 
Waters  in  Wensley  Dale. 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION  AND  HOME  COM- 
FORTS TO  ANGLERS,  TOGETHER  WITH  A 
REASONABLE  TARIFF. 

Tickets  to  be  had  at  tiie  Hotel. 
5/-  per  week;  2/-  per  day.  Season 
Tickets,  10/-. 

H.  WILD,  Proprietor. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

!Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  River  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Dooiie  Valley,    (jood  Acconi- 
inodatioii.    Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 

WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Cabnarvon 
(Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

81  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MABT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiaida;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Pkopribtok. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  AVILLIAM  UUFUS). 
SI3IONSBATII,  EXMOOIt. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE '-TROUT -FISHING 
on  the  River  Barle,  free  to  visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exniooi',  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  MOVLK,  Proprietor. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  LET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  IJ  miles 
from  Thames,  4 J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstpope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  HBlfLBY-ON-THAJmCS. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset, 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address : ' '  Observer "Offiee,  Bournemouth. 


March  15,  1902 
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"TOMMY  AT  HOME"  IN  THE 
BLOCKHOUSE. 
HIS  INGENUITY  AND  WIT. 

In  a  letter  from  Bloemfontein  an  occasional  corre- 
spondent of  the  Times  gives  a  picture  of  the  block- 
houses on  the  railway,  and  of  "  Tommy "  in  his 
solitude,  cheery  and  industrious  in  little  things,  that 
for  fine  word-painting  has  scarcely  been  equalled  in 
anything  written  during  the  war.  We  make  the 
following  quotation : — 

"  From  the  fruit  orchards  of  the  Cape  Colony  to  the 
blockhouses  of  the  Karoo  was  a  sharp  transition. 
For  five  hours  the  train  toiled  up  from  Worcester 
through  the  lovely  pass  of  the  Hex  River  Valley — 
the  pass  which,  according  to  their  original  plan  of 
campaign,  the  Boers  intended  to  hold  against  all 
comers  until  European  intervention  ended  the  war — 
and  then  we  were  in  the  desert.  On  all  sides  as  far 
the  eye  could  reach  there  was  nothing  but  a  waste  of 
stones  and  sand  and  ashen-coloured  clumps  of  burnt 
rhenoster  shrub  and  white-thorned  mimosa. 

"  The  beds  of  the  spruits,  which  should  have  been 
streams,  were  but  dry  whirling  dust.  The  usual  hot 
wind  was  blowing,  the  sky  itself  was  obscured  by  clouds 
of  dust,  and  the  soldiers  who  appeared  in  the  khaki- 
coloured  wilderness  seemed,  like  the  camels  of  the 
Sahara,  to  have  taken  their  colour  from  their  sur- 
roundings. But  nothing  could  conquer  the  inveterate 
smartness  of  Tommy  Atkins. 

"  The  train  rolled  on  safe  between  the  barbed-wire 
fences  and  entanglements  pegged  out  in  mathematical 
figures  on  the  ground,  and  close — blockhouse  on  block- 
house—there succeeded  each  other  the  little  temporary 
forts  by  which  the  fences  and  entanglements  were 
protected  They  were  made,  as  the  case  might  be,  of 
stones  or  of  corrugated  iron  strengthened  with  sand- 
bags. Some  were  perched  on  the  tops  of  kopjes 
commanding  the  horizon,  and  having  all  the  air  of 
inaccessible  bastions  of  some  medieval  castle.  Others 
nestled  down  near  the  bed  of  a  spruit  run  dry,  taking 
cover  from  its  jagged  intrenchment  ;  others  were 
planted  fair  and  square  on  the  level  of  the  running 
track.  Each  formed  the  home  for  the  time  of  some 
eight  or  ten  soldiers,  and  everywhere  Tommy  showed 
himself  as  he  is  at  Aldershot,  or  Chatham,  or  Knights- 
bridge.  ° 

"  The  wind-swept,  dust-driven  desert  was  nothing  to 
him;  he  was  'Tommy  Atkins  at  home,'  clean  and 
smart,  and  funny  when  he  pleased.  There  was  not  a 
blockhouse  that  was  not  smartened  up  with  rows  of 
white-washed  stones  tracing  out  the  beds  of  a  garden 
that  would  have  been  if  there  had  been  any  plants  to 
grow  in  it  or  any  water  to  water  them  with.  Some 
even  had  a  pumpkin  or  two  and  a  few  ears  of  Indian 
corn.  Every  blockhouse  had  its  white-edged  path 
leading  down  towards  the  train,  and,  if  it  chanced  to 
be  on  a  hill,  its  set  of  cut  steps.  Each,  too,  blazoned 
out  the  battalion  and  regiment  to  which  the  '  detail' 
belonged.  Usually  this  was  done  in  whitewashed 
stones  on  a  perfectly-swept  patch  of  sand  to  left  or 
right  of  the  little  fort,  after  the  fashion  of  railway 
stations  at  home.  To  the  mere  statement  of  their 
regiments  some  of  the  blockhouses  added  their  badge 
or  other  appropriate  device.  Among  those  which 
specially  attracted  attention  there  was  a  blockhouse 
garrisoned  by  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers  with  their  regi- 
mental badge  elaborately  worked  ;  there  was  a  block- 
house of  Manchesters,  very  smart,  indeed  ;  and  a 
blockhouse  of  Glouoesters  had  a  life-sized  peacock 
with  spread  tail  ingeniously  and  beautifully  worked  in 
broken  bottle  glass,  with  the  stumps  of  the  mineral 
water  bottles  forming  the  eyes  of  the  tail,  the  whole, 
as  I  chanced  to  see  it  in  the  morning,  a  blaze  of  light! 
For  a  thousand  miles  the  chain  is  practically  con- 
tinuous, each  within  rifle  range  of  the  other,  and  along 
the  whole  line  I  did  not  see  one  untidy  or  neglected. 
Each  seemed  prouder  than  its  neighbour  of  the  posi- 
tion which  it  held,  and  the  line,  as  it  unrolled  itself  to 
the  advancing  train,  became  at  last  a  visible  symbol  of 
the  triumph  of  order  over  chaos. 

"  Between  the  blockhouses  along  the  line  Tommy 
had  scope  for  the  expression  of  his  ingenuity  and  wit. 
Various  traps  were  invented  for  '  Brother  Boer,'  and 
dummies  in  khaki  of  every  description  appealed  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  passers-by.  The  commonest  form 
was  a  well-stuffed  dummy,  fat  with  dreams  of  c^ood 
living,  who  appealed  with  a  placard  for  '  Papers,  please.' 
At  sight  of  him  everyone  in  the  train  would  suddenly 
remember  that  these  poor  '  details  guarding  the  line ' 
had  no  news  from  the  outside  world  but  that  which 
was  dropped  for  them  by  the  daily  train  ;  and  a  flatter 
of  printed  sheets  thrown  from  the  windows  would 
respond  to  the  appeal.  But  there  were  other  dummies, 
too— attenuated  dummies,  martial  dummies,  mock- 
heroic  dummies,  philosophic  dummies,  perching  to 
smoke  on  a  barbed-wire  fence  with  a  'Don't  mind 
me'  cock  of  their  pipes  at  surrounding  circumstance  — 
all  serving  the  same  purpose  of  giving  Tommy  an 
outlet  for  his  good  spirits  and  deceiving  Brother  Boer 
wnen  he  happened  to  be  without  his  field-glasses. 
And  from  every  blockhouse  as  the  train  passed  there 
was  a  race  to  the  line,  and  Tommy  saluted  or  cheered 


and  thanked  as  newspapers  and  cigarettes,  chocolate, 
fruit,  or  any  other  small  luxury  was  dropped  for  him 
by  the  passenger  who  had  some  to  spare." 

No  Englishman,  adds  the  correspondent,  could  pass 
over  that  line  without  a  throb  of  pride  which  made  him 
proud  of  his  race.  And  it  was  not  only  here  on  the 
line  where  his  discipline  and  good  conduct  were 
manifest  that  Tommy  Atkins's  character  was  trium- 
phantly vindicated,  but  throughout  South  Africa, 
wherever  I  have  been  among  Dutch  or  English,  I  have 
heard  nothing  but  good  of  the  English  private  soldier. 
His  pluck  and  his  endurance,  his  good  temper,  his 
good  manners,  and  his  self-restraint  have  been  the 
theme  of  unstinted  praise  from  friends  and  enemies  alike 


NOVEL  DECISION  EEGARDING  TROUT 
FISHING. 


By  a  case  just  decided  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
and  two  Justices  in  the  Appeal  Court  against  a  con- 
viction for  trout  fishing  in  a  private  stream  obtained 
against  some  servants  of  the  farmer  who  had  a  lease 
of  the  land  through  which  the  river  passed,  some 
pretty  law  was  laid  down  for  the  edification  of  land- 
lords. The  Judges  held  that  having  let  the  land 
without  reserving  right  to  fish,  the  proprietor  could 
not  go  and  fish  in  his  own  stream  without  leave  of 
the  farmer.  The  farmer  had  the  legal  right  to  the 
fishings,  and  his  servants  could  not  be  poachers. 
There  was  no  case  in  England  to  rule  the  point,  but 
the  Judges  were  clear  that  the  right  to  the  stream, 
although  not  expressly  given  to  the  tenant,  went  with 
the  lease.  The  decision  is  certain  to  cause  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  preparation  of  farm  leases.  It  has  not 
been  usual  in  England  or  Scotland  to  save  "  fishings  " 
in  farm  leases,  although  game,  hares,  and  rabbits  are 
in  use  to  be  so  reserved.  Where,  of  course,  the 
"fishings"  are  lettable  subjects  by  themselves,  then 
they  are,  of  course,  kept  specially  out  of  any  lease  of 
the  lands  with  which  they  are  not  intended  to  go. 
But  the  decision  may  affect  the  right  of  the  owner 
to  fish  in  small  rivers  and  streams. — Edinburgh 
Evening  Dispatch. 


SALMON  FOR  NEW  ZEALAND. 


The  veteran  Mr.  James  Youl,  owing  to  whose  efforts 
and  encouragement,  spread  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
trout  have  been  successfully  established  in  many 
waters  at  the  Antipodes,  lives  to  see  still  another 
attempt  made  to  introduce  salmon  into  New  Zealand. 
Whether  the  attempt  will  be  more  successful  than 
those  which  have  preceded  it  it  is  hard  to  say.  On 
former  occasions  the  eggs  have  been  successfully 
exported  and  hatched,  but  with,  perhaps,  one  excep- 
tion, there  is  no  record  of  a  salmon,  after  having 
descended  to  the  sea  as  a  smelt,  reascending  any  of 
the  New  Zealand  rivers.  Whether  New  Zealand 
would  be  much  better  off  even  if  it  turned  its  prolific 
streams  into  salmon  rivers  is,  perhaps,  an  open  ques- 
tion, depending  for  answer  on  the  one  point  whether 
there  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  natural  food  in  the  rivers 
to  maintain  at  their  present  excellence  the  big  stock 
of  large  trout  which  are  already  found  in  New  Zealand 
waters,  as  well  as  the  hosts  of  samlets  with  which  the 
rivers  would  doubtless  swarm  when  once  Sahno  salar 
had  got  a  foothold.  From  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
nothing  better  could  be  wished  for  than  the  enormous 
and  hard-fighting  trout  which  are  now  so  plentiful  in 
New  Zealand,  not  only  fario,  but  also  rainbow  trout, 
which  have  been  introduced  of  late  years,  and  have 
been  a  great  success. 

The  present  attempt  in  the  direction  of  introducing 
salmon  into  the  colony  consists  of  150,000  salmon 
eggs,  which  were  taken  from  the  Tay,  and  are  expected 
to  arrive  at  their  destination  in  the  steamship  Gothic 
about  the  end  of  March.  In  a  later  steamboat,  the 
Paparoa,  a  quantity  of  eggs,  which  were  given  the 
New  Zealand  Government  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon,  are  being  sent  out.  These  and  the  former 
consignment  of  eggs  were  prepared  for  their  long  and 
dangerous  journey  at  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  whence 
many  similar  batches  have  been  despatched  to  foreign 
countries  in  times  past. — Field. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  ACTS,  18G1  TO  1892. 


Sale  op  Fheshwateb  Fish. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it  is 
illegal  to  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  pos- 
session for  sale,  any  Freshwater  Fish,  other  than 
p  dlan,  trout,  char,  and  eels,  between  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  both  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

By  order, 
J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers, 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  1902. 


5Lettev8  to  the  Ebltor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  afternoon  of  March  7  a  local 
angler,  fishing  for  herrings  in  the  dock  here  with  the 
usual  four-hooked  "jigger,"  and  working  it  rather 
near  the  bottom,  got  hooked  up  in  some  obstruction, 
which,  by  a  little  coaxing,  he  managed  to  move,  and 
was  able  gently  to  draw  it  to  the  slope  of  a 
neighbouring  timber-slip,  when  it  proved  to  be  a  large 
piece  of  old  rush-matting.  As  he  was  disengaging 
his  "jigger"  he  noticed  two  or  three  fine  eels 
wriggling  down  the  slope,  and  quickly  overhauling  the 
folds  of  the  matting,  was  able  to  secure  over  a  dozen 
eels,  some  smallish  but  several  of  very  decent  size, 
pounders  or  over,  which  I  saw  in  his  basket,  curiously 
mixed  up  with  the  silvery  herrings.  Doubtless  there 
are  scores  of  eels  similarly  hibernating  in  the  docks, 
where  they  are  fished  for  later  in  the  season  with 
ground-lines  baited  with  pieces  of  sardines  or  sprats, 
varied  sometimes  with  lugworm. 

One  day  last  week  I  caught  a  tiny  elver,  not  much 
bigger  than  a  needle,  hitched  by  the  mouth  on  the 
point  of  one  of  the  little  fly-hooks  I  use,  adorned  with 
blood-red  silk,  for  the  herring,  like  which  the  little  eel 
had  doubtless  taken  the  moving  lure  for  a  succulent 
worm.  When  the  elvers  begin  to  fairly  run  up,  the 
herring  are  often  observed  chasing  and  apparently 
eating  them.  A  Suffolk  fisherman,  when  told  by  a 
friend  of  mine  of  Calais  captures  of  herring,  said, 
"  Why  the  gent  must  mean  mackerel —herrings  can't 
take  a  bait ;  they  live  on  suction  .'  "  The  good  fellow 
would  have  had  his  eyes  opened  a  bit  if  he  had  seen 
the  thousands  of  undoubted  herrings  that  have  been 
taken  by  Calais  anglers  since  mid- January. — Yours 
truly,  Chas.  A.  Paytox. 

Calais,  March  11,  1902. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  grateful  for  any  information 
with  regard  to  the  spring  fishing  in  the  counties  of 
Wexford  and  Kilkenny,  which  would  be  available  for 
anyone  stopping  in  Wexford,  New  Ross,  or  Thomas- 
town.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would  be  kind 
enough  to  tell  me  whether  one  could  get  an  odd  d  iv's 
fishing,  either  by  payment  or  by  introducLii  n. 
Thanking  you  for  the  hospitality  of  your  columns. — 
Yours  truly,  Glenhest. 


RECIPE  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  the  best  thing  for  re-blueing 
the  brass  fittings  of  rods. — Yours  faithfully,     A.  C. 


POOR  INNERLEITHEN  ON  TWEED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  surprised  to  see  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Inner- 
leithen, in  your  issue  of  March  1,  as  he  must  know 
full  well  the  state  of  affairs  which  has  existed  from 
time  immemorial  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peebles, 
Innerleithen,  and  Walkerburn. 

I  have  visited  these  places  myself,  as  well  as  the 
principal  angling  districts  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  can  only  say  that  I  know  of  no  other  places  where 
poaching  is  carried  on  to  such  an  enormous  extent, 
both  by  the  netting  and  gaffing  poachers,  as  well  as 
the  angling  snatcher. 

When  I  was  there  last  close  season,  salmon  and 
trout,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  were  l)eing  hawked 
about  clandestinely,  or  offered  for  sale  and  afterwards 
delivered,  at  from  3d.  to  Gd.  or  Sd.  a  pound.  I  learnt 
that  they  were  purchased  by  so-called  respectable 
people  in  many  instances,  though  it  is  full  well  known 
that  it  is  illegal  to  sell  fish  taken  by  rod  and  line  in 
the  Tweed  after  the  nets  close,  so  there  could  be  no 
excuse. 

There  is  a  small  section  of  the  people  I  am  glad  to 
say  who  I  found  would  not  encourage  it. 

The  free  stretch  of  water  spoken  of  by  ^Ir.  Anderson 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing  to  the 
district,  as  it  has  bred  poachers  instead  of  sportsmen. 

I  found  also  that  in  several  cases  genuine  locil 
sportsmen  had  laid  down  their  rods  altogether,  rather 
than  go  near  this  free  water,  on  account  of  the 
poaching  which  was  alvvays  going  on. 

Mr.  Anderson  says  there  are  twelve  bailiffs  patrol- 
ling the  river,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  they  do  not 
catch  a  tithe  of  the  poachers,  and  notwithstand- 
ing this,  from  what  has  ax^peared  iu  the  newspapers, 
it  seems  that  since  last  September  there  have  been 
over  a  hundred  prosecutions  with  convictions  in  nearly 
every  case. 

Local  people  complain  that  they  do  not  get  more 
angling  visitors  in  this  interesting  district  ;  but  until 
they  wake  up  and  set  their  faces  against  poaching, 
and  assist  the  authorities  in  putting  it  down,  the 
complaint  will  still  exist. 

The  fact  is  that  anyone  who  assists  in  bringing 
poachers  to  justice  in  the  Border  towns  renders  him- 
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self  liable  to  a  certain  amount  of  boycotting  or  bad 
odour. 

An  enormous  amount  of  snatching  is  done,  and  in  a 
very  expert  manner,  and  in  order  to  hide  the  offence 
it  is  the  custom  in  this  district  to  file  the  barbs  off  the 
hooks  which  are  weighted.  When  the  fish  are  caught 
the  mark  which  would  show  guilt  clearly  if  the  barb 
were  left  on  is  almost  imperceptible. 

Fish  in  all  conditions  are  taken,  and  as  far  as  I  can 
learn  no  prosecutions  are  ever  taken  against  anglers, 
even  where  kelts  are  taken. 

Until  the  Borderers  mend  their  ways  as  regards 
poaching  their  beautiful  Tweed,  I  can  advise  no  one  to 
be  tempted  to  try  this  free  water,  but  rather  to  spend 
their  money  on  some  preserved  water  where  they  will 
know  that  genuine  sport  only  is  permitted.— Yours 
truly.  C.  Weight. 


PISHING  AT  INNERLEITHEN. 
Deak  Sie, — As  there  has  been  some  correspondence 
about  the  fishing  round  Innerleithen  in  your  paper, 
and  as  I  know  something  about  the  river,  having 
fished  it  frequently,  I  may  interest  some  of  your 
readers  in  what  I  write.  Two  autumns  ago  I  fished 
the  open  water  pretty  persistently  for  some  weeks,  and 
got  nothing  except  experience.  There  were  plenty  of 
salmon — such  as  they  were— and  I  saw  a  good  many 
being  carried  home,  but  only  on  one  occasion  saw  any 
landed,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  those  were 
landed  were  so  remarkable  that  they  are  worth  relating. 
I  arrived  at  the  Nutwood  Pool,  well  known  to  fishers 
on  the  water,  one  forenoon,  and  found  that  a  Gib.  fish 
had  just  been  landed  ;  there  were  four  rods  on  the  pool, 
and  the  hindmost  one  had  got  the  fish.  I  sat  down 
to  watch  them,  and  presently  the  second  hindmost  rod 
hooked  and  landed  a  fish  some  pounds  larger  than 
the  first— I  weighed  it,  but  forget  the  weight— and 
had  just  finished  when  the  third  man  hooked  and 
landed  an  Hlb.  fish,  while  the  first  rod  at  the  foot  of 
the  pool  raised  a  large  fish  twice,  but  failed  to  hook 
him.    Pretty  good  for  open  water  I 

I  found  that  the  luckiest  fishers  were  those  who 
knew  every  spot  where  taking  salmon  lie,  and  that 
they  would  not  waste  time  over  a  cast  if  the  fish  were 
not  moving.  I  think  also  that  they  sank  their  hooks, 
which  is  illegal.  I  know  one  man  told  me  he  got  over 
that  difficulty  by  using  a  heavy  swivel  I  Of  course 
they  used  local  hooks  and  knew  the  proper  sizes  for 
the  state  of  the  river.  Some  fishers  seemed  to  be  very 
successful  considering  the  number  of  rods  on  the 
water.  For  instance,  the  local  postman  during  his 
unemployed  hours  got  about  a  dozen  salmon.  Aljout 
the  quality  I  cannot  say  much.  Of  course,  they  were 
eatable,  but  I  did  not  see  any  I  could  have  eaten  with 
much  relish.  At  this  time  of  year  I  was  told  the 
other  day,  by  a  man  who  knows  the  water,  there  is 
hardly  a  clean  fish  in  it,  but  plenty  of  kelts,  of  course. 
The  river  seems  badly  watched,  but  it  would  take  an 
army  of  bailiffs  to  do  it  properly.  Poaching  brings  no 
disgrace  on  Tweedside.  The  old  raiding  spirit  still 
lives,  and  as  they  cannot  steal  cattle  they  steal  salmon. 

I  know  a  man  who  went  to  Innerleithen  last  month 
and  came  back  to  Edinburgh  with  a  salmon.  A  friend 
with  whom  he  was  staying  suggested,  after  supper, 
that  they  should  go  down  to  the  river  and  gaff  a  "  fush," 
so  they  took  a  light,  gaffed  three  or  four  fish,  and 
brought  them  home. — Yours  truly.  Waterside. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  letter  I  have  seen 
Mr.  Anderson's  letter  in  your  issue  of  March  1,  and  it 
confirms  what  I  have  written.  The  Innerleithen, 
fishers  fish  very  deep.  ' 


THE  DUCHESS  ANN  TROUT. 

Deae  Sie,— In  Mr.  T.  T.  Stoddart's  "Scottish 
Angler,"  second  edition,  page  159,  he  writes:  "  A  variety 
of  trout,  termed  the  Duchess  Ann,  after  Ann,  Duchess 
of  Hamilton,  by  whom  it  was  imported  from  England, 
is  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river  (Clyde)  some 
miles  lower  down  than  Stonebyres.  It  is  of  a  silvery 
hue  outside  with  bright  scarlet  spots,  and  cuts  red, 
growing  to  a  large  size." 

Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  from  what  stream 
in  England  these  trout  came  from,  and  are  any  of  their 
descendants  existing  at  the  present  day. — Yours  truly, 
T.  Wentwoeth  Falconbe. 

[We  never  heard  before  of  this  interesting  bit  of 
early  stocking. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  GLASGOW. 
Deae  Sie, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Clinch's  inquiry  as 
to  trout  fishing  near  Glasgow,  I  should  think  Loch 
Doon  would  suit  him.  The  loch  is  seven  miles  long, 
and  free  fishing.  There  is  a  good  train  service  to  Ayr, 
where  it  is  necessary  to  change  for  the  branch  line  to 
Dalmellington.  Boats  can  be  hired  from  either  the 
Black  Bull  or  Eglinton  Hotels  at  this  place,  also  con- 
veyances for  the  three  and  a  half  miles'  journey  to  the 
loch.  The  trout  average  four  to  the  pound,  April, 
May,  June,  and  September  being  the  best  months.  As 
to  baskets,  two  gentlemen  had  367  in  three  days  last 
June,  and  I  myself  have  had  eighty-six  in  a  day  from 
a  neighbouring  loch,  now  unhappily  preserved.  For 
quarters  I  can  personally  recommend  the  School 


House  at  the  head  of  the  loch,  where  you  can  be 
accommodated  for  five  shillings  a  day.  The  scenery 
is  very  attractive  and  mountainous,  forming  as  it  does 
the  northern  portion  of  the  "  Crockett  Country,"  and 
for  a  peaceful  time  I  know  of  no  better  spot. — Yours 
truly.  T.  Teeheene  Baeton. 

PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS. 

Deae  Sie, — In  reference  to  porcelain  fishing-rod 
rings  described  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Harris  in  your  issue  of 
March  1.  Such  rings  are  found  good  for  sea  fishing. 
I  have  seen  them  much  used  on  the  New  Jersey  coast, 
round  by  Sandy  Hook,  Monmouth  beach,  Long  Branch, 
etc.,  by  men  fishing  from  the  shore  who  cast  an 
immense  length  of  line  with  a  lead  sinker  on  the  end 
of  it,  so  as  to  carry  out  over  the  "  breakers."  I  have  a 
lot  of  the  rings  I  got  from  Messrs.  Mitchell- Bissett  and 
Co.,  18,  Murray-street,  New  York. 

I  enclose  a  few  samples  for  the  information  of  any 
of  your  friends  who  may  ask  about  such. — Yours  truly, 

Lisburn.  j.  r.  t.  M. 

_  [Much  obliged  to  our  correspondent ;  the  porcelain 
rings  he  sends  seem  admirable,  and  as  they  will  stand 
the  very  heavy  work  of  the  American  anglers  who  cast 
from  the  sea  shore  in  fishing  for  blue  fish,  etc.,  they 
will  stand  anything.  The  small  sizes  would  do  admir- 
ably for  a  fly  rod.  The  ends  are  enamelled  black  or 
brown  on  the  inside  and  probably  are  very  hard,  or 
they  would  not  stand  the  friction  in  casting. — Ed.] 

NEWTON'S  ICHEMIC  ^.ROACH  .-POWDER. 
Deae  Sie, — We  have  an  order  for  Newton's  Chemic 
Roach  Powder.    We  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  if 
you  can  give  us  the  address  of  maker. — Yours  truly, 
TozBE,  Kemsley,  &  Fishee,  Ltd. 
Leadenhall-buildings,  London, 
and  at  Lloyds. 

[We  think  this  must  benot  a  roach,  but  a  cockroach 
bait  1    Anyway,  we  never  heard  of  it  before.~ED.] 

RODS  AND  FLIES  FOR  THE  DOVEY. 

Deae  Sie, — A  gentleman  asked  us  to  write  you,  as 
he  says  you  are  a  great  authority  on  the  Dovey,  in 
Wales.  He  wants  to  know  the  best  flies  for  salmon 
and  trout,  and  also  the  most  useful  size  rods  for  both. 
—Yours  truly,  J.  Beenaed  &  Son. 

5,  Church-place,  Piccadilly. 

[Sorry  we  do  not  know  anything  about  the  Dovey 
from  personal  experience,  but  I  should  take  a  10  foot 
trout  and  a  IGJ  or  |17  foot  salmon  rod,  and  some  of 
the  standard  flies  in  different  sizes.  If  anyone  who 
knows  the  river  will  reply  to  this  query  we  shall  be 
obliged. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER,  USK. 
Deae  Sie,— I  should  be  obliged  if  some  brother 
angler  would  give  me  the  following  particulars  relating 
to  fishing  in  the  river  Usk,  Mon. :  (1)  The  nearest  place 
on  the  Usk  or  tributaries  from  Pontypool  or  Abers- 
ychan  ?  (2)  State  if  fishing  is  free,  or  cost  of  fishing 
same.  (.3)  Is  wading  necessary?  (4)  Do  sea  trout 
come  up  the  river?  (5)  Is  there  any  coarse  fishing 
about  Pontypool?  Any  particulars  respecting  the 
fishing  and  charges  on  the  Usk  and  tributaries  would 
greatly  oblige.— Yours  truly,  W.  C. 

SIX  AND  SEVEN  DOZEN  TROUT. 

Deae  Sie,— I  see  in  your  fishing  in  the  Dart  report 
last  week  one  rod  is  stated  to  have  taken  between  six 
and  seven  dozen  trout  on  March  1  at  Buckfastleigh. 
Surely  this  is  fishing  for  numbers,  not  sport,  more 
especially  so  early  in  the  season,  when  trout  are  easily 
caught.  I  think  if  the  Dart  Association  limited  a 
day's  catch  to  two  or  at  most  three  dozen,  a  number 
quite  sufficient  for  any  reasonable  angler,  it  would  be 
a  wise  regulation.— Yours  truly,  An  Angles. 

[What  size  were  the  "  trout  "  ?  It  seems  a  pity  not 
to  limit  the  number  to,  say,  ten  or  fifteen  brace,  and 
we  quite  agree  with  our  correspondent.— Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Deae  Sie, — I  note  that  in  your  correspondence 
column  "  Rainbow  "  writes  that  the  trout  fishing  at 
Windermere  is  very  good  during  the  early  months  of 
the  year. 

As  my  wife  and  I  lare  spending  a  week  or  so  at 
Windermere  at  the  latter  end  of  April,  I  should  like  to 
trespass  on  your  correspondent's  kindness  so  far  as  to 
ask  him  if  he  could  give  me  any  information  as  to 
accommodation,  best  flies,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

R.  P.  MOEEIS. 


AMERICAN  METHODS  OF  CASTING  BY  A 
FRENCH  ANGLER. 
Deae  Sib,— I  am  the  French  angler  referred  to  by 
Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  in  the  postscript  to  his  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  the  8th  inst.  Having  heard  of  the 
American  bait  casting  methods  and  tackle  through  the 
American  fishing  papers,  reports  of  casting  tourna- 
ments, fishing  tackle  catalogues,  etc.,  I  had  decided, 
early  last  year,  to  give  this  style  a  trial  in  our  French 


waters.  1  had,  therefore,  just  ordered  a  complete  outfit 
to  be  sent  to  me  from  New  York  when,  last  May,  Mr. 
C.  G.  Levison's  letter  on  the  same  subject  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  seemed  to  me  that  Mr.  C.  G. 
Levison  was  the  very  man  who  could  best  advise  me 
as  to  the  proper  gear  and  correct  style  of  handling 
same.  Therefore  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  him, 
and  I  found  him  ready  to  assist  me  in  the  most  kind 
and  sportsmanlike  manner.  In  fact  he  spared  neither 
time  nor  trouble  until  he  got  every  part  of  the  tackle 
made  for  me  to  his  own  ideas  and  patterns,  and  he  also 
sent  me  all  the  necessary  directions  for  the  casting. 

To  make  the  story  short,  I  may  say  that  I  very  soon 
(I  only  got  the  tackle  about  the  middle  of  last 
September)  became  accustomed  to  this  method  of 
casting,  and  I  would  not  now  care  to  return  to  the 
Thames  or  Nottingham  styles.  With  this  American 
tackle  and  various  spinning  lures  I  have  killed  a  good 
many  fish  of  different  sorts,  such  as  trout,  pike,  perch, 
and  even  a  certain  big  chub  could  not  resist  the 
fascination  of  a  little  Blue  and  Silver  Devon  cast  at 
him  from  the  "  multiplier." 

As  a  further  result,  Messrs.  Wyers,  the  well-known 
tackle  manufacturers  of  Paris,  are  just  about  to  give 
this  new  style  of  fishing  a  good  start  in  France,  and 
have  asked  me  to  write  a  complete  description  of  the 
tackle  and  style  for  the  readers  of  La  Pichc  Modernc. 

If  you  do  not  mind  the  trouble  of  correcting  my 
inevitable  Gallicisms,  and  care  to  publish  this  letter,  I 
have  no  objection.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  I  have  this  opportunity  of  publicly  expressing  my 
gratitude  to  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  and  also  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  medium  through  which  our  correspondence 
was  inaugurated.— Yours  truly,  L.  Bougle. 

Paris.   

LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Deae  Sie, — The  weather  has  been  most  unpro- 
pitious  for  fishing.  Many  boats  cross-lining  are  seen 
about  this,  the  oast  side  of  lake  ;  the  numbers  have 
increased  since  last  season.  Apparently  they  are 
getting  few  fish,  though  searching  the  shallows  con- 
tinuously. At  present  they  appear  to  be  masters  of 
the  situation.  It  is  hoped  the  new  and  energetic  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Corrib  Fishing  Association  may  be 
supported  by  anglers  and  riparian  owners  to  find  a 
remedy  for  this  still  increasing  breaking  of  the  law 
both  in  the  open  and  close  seasons. 

Major  Law,  R.F.,  caught  his  first  fish  on  the  lough 
on  Friday  (March  Y),  a  grilse  of  7Jlb.  The  only  fish 
I  have  caught  is  a  pike  of  51b.  on  Saturday  last. 

I  recommend  all  anglers  interested  in  this  grand 
lake  to  write  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Scrope  Doig,  for 
the  admirable  little  pamphlet  he  has  compiled,  giving 
a  brief  history  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association" 
together  with  reports  of  the  third  and  fourth  years' 
work.— Yours  truly,  E.  L,  Holmes  Leigh. 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS  AND  THE 
RIVER  SEVERN. 
Deae  Sie,  — Does  Mr.  Higgs  mean  that  anyone 
taking  out  a  trout  or  salmon  licence  can  only  fish 
(legally)  on  his  own  property,  or  on  land  where  he  has 
permission  to  fish  from.  In  that  case  I  presume  the 
landowner  can  take  game  fish  without  a  licence,  as 
anyone  interfering  with  him  would  be  trespassing 
on  his  land.  The  one  shilling  licence  says :  "  To 
take  trout  and  char  where  the  holder  has  the 
right  of  way ; "  and  I  take  it  Mr.  Higgs  infers  there 
is  no  right  of  way  whatever  on  the  Severn's  banks, 
but  I  still  believe  the  right  to  be  universal  on  this 
stretch  of  the  river.  If  a  poor  angler  pays  for  a 
licence  and  is  then  liable  to  be  prosecuted  as  a 
trespasser  when  fishing  from  towpaths,  etc  ,  I  should 
think  the  issuer  of  the  permit  is  getting  paid  for  some- 
thing he  cannot  sell.  It  looks  like  printing  and  selling 
tickets  for  another  man's  banquet  and  pocketing  the 
proceeds. 

The  lawsuits  I  referred  to  were  taken,  I  believe,  by 
the  Board  of  Conservators,  the  last  one  about  three 
and  a  half  years  ago.  The  plaintiffs  tried  to  get  a 
conviction  in  this  case  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant  (a  coarse  fisherman)  was  using  a  baiti  which 
was  liable  to  take  trout — that  is,  a  worm.  Verdict 
for  defendant.  I  cannot  remember  his  name,  but  no 
doubt  Mr.  C.  White  can  tell  us.  I  am  still  uncon- 
vinced that  any  power  can  stop  the  coarse  fishing  in 
the  water  named,  unless  the  riparian  owners  go  to  a 
considerable  expense  to  establish  their  authority.  I 
should  be  very  pleased  indeed  if  this  portion  of  the 
Severn  could  be  looked  after  and  protected,  for  the 
fishing  is  much  abused  by  taking  undersized  fish,  and 
also  fishing  in  the  close  season. 

Here  is  a  hint  to  the  new  Birmingham  Association 
to  make  a  useful  start  on  its  new  career — Print  and 
send  to  their  members  a  circular  to  point  out  that  it 
is  illegal  to  take  or  have  in  their  possession  any  coarse 
fish  during  the  close  season.  Is  Mr.  Higgs  certain 
about  the  Kempsey  water  ?  because  there  are  hundreds, 
probably  thousands,  who  fish  contests  there  during 
the  season,  and  I  should  not  think  the  Kempsey 
Society  would  allow  it  if  this  is  the  portion  they  rent. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  B, 

Kidderminster, 
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NOTICES, 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  jiage  209.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W,  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  K.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Con-espondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  ed. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7 

Half  Page   3  15 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15. 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not    later  than  two  o'clock 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  Fisliing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  the  28th.  All  communications 
and  advertisements  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
issue  must  reach  Sfc.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  22nd,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  William  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field,  will 
preside  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday 
evening,  April  14  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  will  be 
vice-chairman.  The  annual  dinnerof  this  flourishing 
society,  which  was  already  sweet  seventeen  when 
the  Field  was  born,  is  always  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  events  of  the  kind,  the  presence  of  the 
ladies  lending  a  grace  and  charm  which  is  impossible 
of  attainment  in  any  mere  male  assembly.  Under 
the  wave  of  "  Red  Spinner's  "  wand  the  success  of 
the  affair  is  assured  ;  he  makes  everybody  feel  at 
home  and  jolly,  and  as  if  they  were  his  personal 
guests.  The  vice-chairman  is  also  one  of  the  most 
popular  members  of  the  club,  so  that  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  creel  will  be  full  to  overflowing  on 
April  14. 


Salmon  for  the  Thames. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  Thames  Salmon  Association 
put  another  lot  of  about  a  thousand  salmon  smolts 
into  the  Thames  at  Teddington.  I  wish  them  a 
pleasant  journey  to  the  sea  and  a  safe  return.  As 
Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  said  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  which  was  so  successful 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Franklin,  the  experi- 
meot  is  only  an  experiment,  and  even  if  it  fails  it 
will  help  to  convince  the  London  County  Council 
that  though  Thames  water  is  cleaner  it  is  just  as 
poisonous  as  ever. 


River  Keeper  Wanted. 
As  will  be  seen  from  his  advertisement,  Mr. 
Francis  Howse  is  in  want  of  a  river  keeper  for  a 
Hertfordshire  fishery.  Wages  twenty-one  shillings 
a  week,  with  a  good  cottage  and  garden,  and 
various  extras. 


Fishing  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Ems. 

I  asked  a  correspondent.  Colonel  Maxwell,  if  he 
could  get  me  any  particulars  of  the  fishing  near 
Ems  now  as  I  have  not  been  there  for  over  thirty 
years.  He  kindly  got  this  letter  from  Mr.  Schmitt, 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  d'Angleterre,  at  Ems,  and 
he  assures  me  it  is  reliable,  and  that  he  can 
recommend  the  hotel  as  he  knows  the  proprietor  : — 

"Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of 
Feb.  11,  and  beg  to  inform  you  that  visitors  to 
Ems  can  get  very  good  trout  fishing  at  a  place 
twenty  minutes  from  Ems  by  train,  or  about  an 
hour  by  carriage.  Pike  and  white  fish  (roach,  chub, 
etc.)  abound  in  the  river  Lahn,  and  visitors  to  Ems 
can  easily  get  fishing  cards  of  the  Curcommission 
here.  Salmon  fishing  is  only  to  be  had  in  the 
Rhine.  St.  Goarshausen  is  a  good  place  for  it  and 
easily  to  be  reached  from  here.  It  would  not  be 
difiicult  for  us  to  obtain  permission  there  for  fishing 
for  our  visitors.  Among  other  sports  here  I  may 
mention  shooting,  boating,  tennis,  and  croquet.  A 
tennis  tournament  will  probably  be  held  here  next 
season. — Yours  truly,  "  F.  Schmitt 

"Ems,  Feb.  14." 


Colonel  Maxwell  for  some 
places  supplied  to  him  by 


I  have  to  thank 
notes  about  fishing 
correspondents. 

Mentone. 

"  There  is  no  good  trout  fishing  near  Mentone. 
There  is  good  sea  fishing  off  Cap  Martin  and  in 
Mentone  Harbour." 

San  Remo. 

"  I  have  made  inquiries  about  angling  sport 
There  is  enough  of  it  close  by  at  Taggia,  Baddalnaco, 
Ventimiglia,  etc. ;  also  in  the  sea  there  is  angling 
allowed  at  San  Remo  itself.  The  other  places  are 
fresh-water  spots,  and  everywhere  privileges  to  fish 
are  easily  obtained  at  the  municipio  of  the 
respective  places.  As  for  the  inns,  I  don't  know. 
I  don't  think  they  are  very  comfortable,  but  those 
places  are  very  near  San  Remo,  and  in  the  evening 
gentlemen  can  be  easily  back." 

Fishing  in  the  Black  Forest 
"  In  regard  to  information  of  good  fishing 
I  really  heard  of  only  one  good  place  specially 
for  trout  and  pike  and  other  small  fishes, 
and  this  is  Boll-Bad  in  the  Wiirtemberg  Black 
Forest — by  diligence  from  Goppingen.  According 
to  what  I  heard  of  some  of  my  guests  (English) 
who  went  there  it  must  be  a  very  good  place  for 
fishing,  and  if  you  write  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
Kurhaus  Boll-Bad  you  will  get  all  information 
desired.  For  other  fishing  places  in  the  Black 
Forest  the  Geschattsstelle  des  Vereins  Schwarz- 
wiilder  Gastwirthe  at  Hornberg  will  give  you  good 
advice.  Of  course  one  has  opportunity  to  fish 
almost  in  every  German  watering-place.  Kreuznach 
has  its  small  rivers  (Bache)  in  the  big  forests 
the  Hunsriick  and  Soonwald  —  large  tracts  of 
wooded  country  between  the  Nahe  and  Moselle. 
Wiesbaden  and  Homburg,  Schwalbach  and 
Schlangenbad  have  the  Taunus,  and  so  on,  but  in 
most  parts  the  fishing  grounds  are  rented  by  certain 
inhabitants.  You  have  to  get  permission — which, 
of  course,  you  get  easily  enough— but  still  it  is  not 
free  water ;  you  feel  it  is  always  a  certain  favour 
done  to  you.  Those  rivers  in  which  there  is 
really  good  fishing  are  always  a  certain  distance  off 
the  main  place." 

Near  Grasse. 
Some  fishing  can  be  had  at  St.  Cesaire,  in  La 
Siagne  River  ;  at  Pont  du  Loup,  in  Le  Loup  River ; 
at  Thorenc,  in  La  Lane ;  and  at  St.  Auban  pres 
Thorenc,  in  the  Esteron." 

Nice. 

I  think  the  best  sport  could  be  obtained  by 
fishing  in  the  Tinee,  the  Vesubia,  and  the  Var 
above  the  Pont  de  la  ]\Ianda.  Special  permission 
is  not  required  to  fish  in  these  rivers.  The  inns 
are  not  to  be  recommended,  and  anglers  will  do 
well  to  take  some  provisions  with  them.  They  can 
take  the  6.50  train  in  the  morning  from  Nice,  and 
return  by  the  5.32  in  the  evening,  and  will  be  more 
comfortable  than  by  taking  lodgings  at  one  of  the 
inns,  which  are  generally  not  very  clean." 

Colonel  Maxwell  has  kindly  promised  to  send  me 
other  notes  which  may  be  useful  to  -visitors. 


Phe^i^^e/vx  Roosevelt. 
From  the  American  Field  1  See  that  J'rcsident 
Roosevelt  is  said  to  have  engaged  quarters  twelve 
miles  from  Oakland,  Garrett  County,  Md.,  and  that 
duriilg  April  he  will  spend  a  week  in  fishing  for 
trout  in  the  streams  among  the  -Vllcghany 
Mountains. 


J3y  Royal  Warrant. 
Messrs.   Hardy  Brothers,  I  am  glad  to 
have  been  appointed  manufacturers  to  II.Ii.H. 
Prince  of  ^Vales. 


see, 
the 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  writing  from  the  North  of 
Scotland,  says :  "  Salmon  are  coming  into  the 
rivers  I  hear,  but  not  very  freely  at  present." 


Good  Prospects  for  Fishing  in  Orkney. 
From  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
he  has  been  for  a  long  time  working  to  improve  the 
fishings  in  Orkney,  and  is  glad  to  say  that  he  is 
succeeding.  I  believe  Mr.  M.  is  not  only  restocking 
old  lochs,  but  making  new  ones,  by  damming  up 
streams  at  suitable  places.  He  sends  me  a  letter 
from  Mr.  J.  Spence,  proprietor  of  the  Smithfield 
Hotel,  Dounby,  Orkney,  who  is  evidently  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place,  as  he  has  recently  secured 
leases  of  important  waters  and  has  stocked  and 
protected  them.  "  I  think  the  fishing  will  improve 
rapidly ;  we  are  to  charge  three  shillings  for  man, 
two  shQlings  for  fishing,  and  one  shilling  for  use  of 
boat,  per  day,  for  two  anglers,  so  that  will  only  be 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  each  per  day.  Charges 
less  for  one  fishing.  I  will  send  you  a  paper  in 
which  our  advertisement  appears,  and  you  might, 
if  convenient,  get  a  letter  put  about  it  in  some  of 
the  papers  that  would  be  likely  to  reach  the  eye 
of  some  sporting  gentleman."  Mr.  Spence's  hotel 
is  close  to  Loch  Harray,  and  very  convenient  for 
headquarters  for  angling  and  other  visitors  to 
Orkney.  He  also  is  connected  with  the  Barony 
Hotel,  at  Birsay,  a  favourite  seaside  and  angling 
resort  which  is  open  from  May  to  October. 

In  the  North-West  of  Canada. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Since  seeing  you  in 
London  last  year  I  spent  six  months  in  the  North - 
West  of  Canada,  and  I  am  now  enclosing  you  a 
short  account  of  some  fishing,  etc.,  I  had  there. 
I  fear  it  is  but  a  very  poor  tale,  but  if  you  care  to 
put  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette -^ou.  are  quite  welcome 
to.  I  certainly  had  great  fun  there.  I  have  a 
married  daughter  living  there,  and  when  staying 
on  her  farm  I  was  shooting  nearly  every  day. 
Between  Sept.  16  and  Nov.  20  (when  the  frosts 
came)  I  managed  to  bag  one  hundred  and  seventy 
wild  duck,  about  two  hundred  prairie  chicken,  and 
some  partridges,  rabbits,  and  snipe — not  a  greit 
bag  for  at  home,  but  these  were  all  really  wild 
birds  on  land,  free  to  all.  One  had  to  find  the 
game,  shoot  it,  and  carry  it  home — the  last  the 
greatest  bother  of  the  lot.  It  is  a  splendid  country, 
and  I  am  hoping  to  get  out  again  this  year.  I  want 
to  find  some  of  the  big  pike  in  Crooked  Lake.  It 
is  a  great  handicap  not  having  a  good  boat,  and 
the  nearest  place  where  we  could  get  one  is  at 
Winnipeg — three  hundred  miles  by  rail.  The 
climate  there  is  what  I  was  so  struck  with.  The 
air  is  so  pure  and  so  wonderfully  bracing,  and  even 
the  extreme  cold — we  had  it  once  forty  degrees 
below  zero — is  so  dry  that  I  didn't  suffer  from  it 
in  the  least.  Hoping  you  are  quite  well,  I  remain, 
yours  sincerely,  "  W.  H.  C. 

"  March  14." 

I  hope  to  use  Colonel  C.'s  breezy  paper  soon. 


"  Dry  Shod." 
Messrs.  Barkham  Brothers,  of  22,  Fenchurch- 
street,  called  on  me  the  other  day  and  asked  me  to 
send  them  a  pair  of  ordinary  boots  and  they  would 
treat  them  with  their  new  waterproof  and  pre- 
serving preparation  "  Dry  Shod,"  a  clean  and  in 
no  way  unpleasant  dressing.  I  did  so,  and  I  find 
that  the  soles  of  the  boots  are  certainly  proof 
against  damp  from  the  sloshy  mud  of  which  we 
have  had  too  much  lately.  A  drawback  to  most 
waterproof  dressings  for  leather  is  that  they  prevent 
its  taking  a  polish  after  their  use,  but  this  is  not 
the  case  with  "  Dry  Shod."  It  is  certainly  worth 
a  trial  by  all  who  want  a  waterproof  dressing. 
The  inventor  claims  that  one  application  will  last 
for  months,  lengthens  the  life  of  the  boots  twenty- 
five  per  cent.,  that  one  may  stand  in  the  water 
all  day  without  getting  the  least  wet,  that  it  resists 
snow  and  even  sea  water,  and  that  it  is  not  only 
useful  for  leather  boots  of  all  kinds,  but  also  for 
preserving  all  kinds  of  leather  exposed  to  the 
atmosphere. 
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The  Bacillus  of  thb  Cbavfish  Disease 
Attacks  Scale  Fish. 
Herr  jalfe  draws  mj  attention  to  an  interesting 
article  in  the  February  number  o£  the  Allgemeine 
Fischerei-Zi'itiing,  in  which  Dr.  M.  Plehn 
announces  his  discovery  of  the  fact  that  the 
bacilhis  of  the  crayfish  pest  is  also  the  cause  of  a 
curious  disease  which  attacks  rudd  and  other 
coarse  scale  fish  in  some  waters.  The  bacillus  of 
the  crayfish  pest,  which  has  quite  destroyed  the 
crayfish  in  many  continental  rivers,  was  discovered 
by  Dr.  Hofer,  head  of  the  Munich  Zoological 
Institute. 

The  Bacterium  pestis  astaci  has  a  very  peculiar 
effect  on  the  appearance  of  fish  which  are  attacked 
by  it.  Professor  Hofer  gives  an  illustration  of  a 
rudd  showing  the  scales  nearly  all  standing  on  end 
almost  at  right  angles  from  the  body,  just  as  if 
you  bad  taken  a  knife  and  scraped  the  scales  the 
wrong  way  as  the  cook  does  when  she  wants  to 
get  them  off.  The  disease  is  not  so  generally  fatal 
to  fish  as  to  crayfish,  but  after  a  severe  attack  it 
gradually  weakens,  floats  belly  up,  and  dies. 


"SPEING  SALMON  FISHING." 
SPINNING  FROM  THE  BANK  IN  GLEN 
LYON. 
By  Philip  Gebn. 


{Continued  from  page  179.) 

In  last  week's  paper  I  wrote  "  I  have  proved  to 
my  own  satisfaction  more  than  once  that  while  a 
fish  may  have  repeatedly  refused  a  particular  bait 
spun  over  him  in  the  recognised  orthodox  manner 
by  the  best  of  fishers,  he  has  fallen  an  easy  prey  to 
the  same  bait  cutting  capers  at  the  instance  of 
some  novice." 

One  day,  when  the  Lj'on  was  impossible  through 
frost,  I  wired  Mr.  Stewart,  the  host  of  Ben  Lawers 
Hotel,  "  Have  a  boat  ready  for  me  by  ten  to-day." 

As  it  happened,  the  regular  boatmen  were 
already  out,  and  I  had  to  be  content  with  two 
farm  labourers,  whose  efforts  with  the  boat  were 
really  most  comical. 

At  first  I  saw  only  this  funny  side  of  the  per- 
formance, and  enjoyed  it  as  such,  but  in  a  short 


I  determined  on  a  wide  turn  at  the  point  just 
ahead,  where  the  boats  often  went  about.  This 
would  give  the  boat  following  an  opportunity  of 
passing  without  their  knowing  my  motives  for 
wishing  to  keep  such  a  distance  between  us.  This 
ruse  did  not  answer,  and  it  was  really  stupid  of  me 
to  expect  a  show  like  mine  to  escape  notice.  My 
friend,  I  found,  had  no  fisli ;  so  there,  at  any  rate, 
I  was  equal  with  him.  Compliments  were  paid 
me  on  my  "  unique  turn  out,"  of  which  my  boat- 
men heard  nothing  as  they  were  listening  with  all 
ears  to  MacCoU's  Gaelic,  which  was  causing  them 
to  wince,  redden,  and  pale  in  turns. 

I  was  not  over-proud  of  my  show,  except  that  it 
was  my  show,  and  the  men  my  men  ;  and  my 
back  rose  at  their  changing  colours  until  I  really 
hungered  that  somehow  they  might  come  to  have 
the  last  laugh. 

Chop,  chop  I  splash,  splash !  went  the  oars  as 
we  turned  our  boat  on  the  other  proud  vessel. 
What  care  I  now  for  chops  and  splashes  ?  The 
fellows  are  doing  their  best— oh  1  but  it  was  a  poor 
best,  and,  as  I  looked  round  towards  my_rods  to 


Head  of  Iron-Well  Pool  with  Sulking  Pool  Beyond. 


"The  Burns,  too,  in  their  Clamouring  Haste  made  Harmonious 
Music  prom  every  Quarter." 


Professor  Plehn  cultivated  the  bacillus  obtained 
from  a  diseased  fish,  inoculated  a  crayfish,  which 
died  in  a  few  minutes  after  exhibiting  all  the 
peculiar  and  well-known  symptoms  foimd  only  to 
attend  the  attack  of  this  particular  little  beast  of  a 
bacillus,  which  has  committed  such  ravages  in 
continental  crayfish  farms  and  rivers.  Herr  Jaffe 
says  our  crayfish  have  also  been  destroyed  by  it  in 
some  rivers,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  actual 
proof  of  that,  although  in  some  of  our  rivers  it  has 
become  almost,  if  not  quite,  extinct. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  matter  I  must  refer  my 
readers  to  the  German  paper  mentioned  above.  It 
will  be  useful  to  know  that  if  rudd  and  other  fish 
of  the  kind  are  found  with  their  scales  sticking  out 
like  spines  upon  the  fretful  porcupine  they  are 
suffering  from  the  Bacter'ium  pestis  astaci. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application, 


time  its  monotony  became  tiresome,  and  my  nerves 
were  irritably  affected  by  the  prospect  of  spending 
a  whole  day  in  being  propelled  here  and  there  by 
these  two  absolutely  stupid  fellows.  The  only 
redeeming  feature  of  the  position  was  the  security 
I  felt  that  there  would  be  no  witnesses  to  my 
discomfort. 

This  thought  had  scarcely  time  to  ease  my  worry, 
when  on  turning  round  I  saw  that  MacColl,  the 
head  boatman  from  Kenmore,  with  whom  I  have 
often  fished,  and  who  is  a  splendid  even  rower  for 
harling,  as  it  is  practised  in  Loch  Tay,  was  coming 
along  in  our  track,  if  such  it  might  be  called.  I 
tried  my  best  to  get  my  men  to  put  in  a  respectable 
stroke,  but  the  more  I  talked  the  more  flustered 
they  became,  and  the  higher  their  blades  were 
lifted,  to  go  chop,  chop  I  splash,  splash  !  first  on  one 
side  and  then  on  the  other. 

MacColl  and  Sandy  MacLaren  were  fast  over- 
hauling us,  and  I  could  just  make  out  who  the 
gentleman  was  who  was  fishing  with  them.  The 
recognition  of  the  third  figure  that  formed  the 
complement  of  a  talented  boat  added  no  little 
measure  to  my  cup  of  misery. 


see  if  I  could  find  inspiration  there,  I  saw  the  top- 
joints  giving  an  exaggerated  representation  of  the 
first-one-and-then-the-other  rowing. 

What  on  earth,  then,  could  the  spinning  of  the 
baits  be  like  ? 

I  thought  for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then  I 
said,  "  Men,  we  are  going  to  catch  a  salmon."  I 
certainly  expected  that  the  suddenness  of  the 
announcement  and  the  confidence  of  the  tone, 
coming  so  immediately  after  such  a  trying  time, 
would  be  a  surprise,  but  I  did  not  expect  them  to 
stop  rowing  and  fail  to  start  again  until  I  had  told 
them  how  I  knew.  In  the  meantime  both  baits 
had  sunk  to  the  rocks,  and  when  the  boat  began  to 
move  again,  both  winches  gave  loud  notice  of 
obstructed  lines.  At  this  stroke-oar  opened  his 
mouth  and  put  out  his  tongue,  but  bow  fairly 
jumped  up  to  peer  over  his  mate's  shoulder,  in 
doing  which  he  dropped  his  paddle. 

At  last  we  are  of!  again,  and  I  am  directing  my 
men  to  keep  well  out  at  the  point  we  are  nearing, 
as  it  is  rather  shallow  there. 

Just  then  one  of  the  rods  shook,  the  stone  that 
was  on  the  line  fell  down,  and  the  winch  began 
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paying  in  answer  to  a  fish  that  was  leaping  at  the 
end  of  seventy  yards  of  line.  I  would  give  almost 
anything  for  a  snapshot  of  the  faces  of  those  two 
men  as  they  heard  the  commotion  and  saw  the  fish 
leap.  Their  eyes  and  tongues  were  almost  on  their 
faces,  and  so  they  sat  and  stared  until  I  thought  of 
the  other  rod,  which  should,  long  before,  have  been 
wound  in. 

After  landing  the  fish — 231b. — I  gave  the  order 
to  go  back  over  the  same  ground,  as  my  men  might 
like,  I  thought,  to  speak  to  MacColl.  This  soon 
brought  us  near  the  other  boat,  which  was  trying 
round  a  fish  which  had  risen.  My  friend  told  me 
this,  and  suggested  that  I  should  give  it  a  turn  and 
then  land  for  lunch.  We  proceeded  to  execute 
this  manoeuvre,  which  consists  in  bringing  your 
baits  over  the  fish  without  the  boat's  passing  too 
near. 

I  had  told  my  men  not  to  speak  just  yet  of  our 
having  a  fish,  but  this  did  not  prevent  their  getting 
from  MacColl  the  fact  that  they  were  still 
fishless. 

Now  this  was  unfortunate,  for  it  caused  my  crew 


bottom ;  many  of  the  latter  with  such  deep  shelves 
that  fish  and  fishermen  are  effectually  screened 
from  each  other. 

Bring  with  you  here,  and  everywhere,  after  this 
time — that  is,  after  February — your  fly  fishing 
equipment,  so  that  you  may  first  try  with  the  less- 
disturbing  method  of  tempting  them. 

One  of  your  chances  is  at  the  top  where  the 
water  enters  from  the  spout-like  neck,  to  fish  which 
you  should  descend  the  slanting  rock  until  you  are 
almost  level  with  the  water,  where  you  will  find  fair 
footing,  for  then  a  rising  fish  is  less  likely  to  see  you. 

To  fish  the  tail  you  stand  behind  the  low  rock 
that  juts  into  the  water  about  half-way  down.  No 
instructions  are  needed  as  to  the  playing  of  a  fish 
as  he  cannot  leave  the  pool,  but  I  would  advise 
that  his  head  be  kept  as  high  as  may  be  possible, 
for  the  sharp  rocks  are  as  sharp  as  rocks  can  be. 

Sulking  Pool 

is  a  much  longer  and  broader  affair,  about  two 
hundred  yards  further  up.  You  need  waders  to 
reach  the  fish  which  are  lying  behind  the  large 


and  gentleness  not  easily  to  be  t'  lualled,  and 
impossible  to  surpafis.  Mr.  Stuart  almost  loves 
his  winch,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  following 
"  I  like  your  method,  Geou,  ^v^ch  does  not  call 
for  any  tiresome  bending  of  the  back  with  its 
attendant  strain  on  the  hips,  and  am  almost 
persuaded.  But  I  don't  think  that  I  could  give 
up  my  Malloch."  ^  , 

AuKMORE  Pool 
is  some  quarter  of  a  mile  further,  and  is  well  worth 
a  visit  now  that  you  are  so  near,  for  after  the 
middle  of  March  you  may  be  sure  of  there  being 
fish  in  it.  Remembering  how  few  times  I  have 
fished  it,  and  that,  none  the  less,  f  have  had  more 
than  one  salmon  from  it,  I  am  naturally  glad  to 
find  myself  behind  the  sheltering  rocks  on  its 
bank,  from  which  you  can  fish  it  quite  easily  in 
an  attractive  manner.  Should  you  get  hmi  qq 
keep  the  point  of  your  rod  high  because  the  rocks 
in  the  bed  of  the  river  have  edges  so  sharp  that 
the  stoutest  gut  has  no  chance  should  the  two 
meet. 

Quite  close  is  the  march  which  marks  the  bounds 
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to  sit  so  strangely  tall  that  then-  rowing  was  worse 
than  ever,  and  our  manoeuvring  round  the  fish  was 
so  ridiculous  a  sight  that  the  laughter  of  my  fi-iend 
and  his  gillies  was  quite  pardonable ;  indeed,  I  was 
laughing  myself. 

But  as  I  picked  up  one  of  the  rods  to  wind  in, 
my  laughter  was  checked  by  the  rod's  giving  a 
sudden  dip  and  the  winch  handle's  being  twisted 
from  my  hold. 

So  we  three  laughing-stocks  got  our  second  fish. 
My  friend,  MacColl,  and  MacLaren  were  surprised 
to  see  that  our  bait  was  a  Blue  Phantom,  the  same 
as  they  had  on  one  of  their  rods,  and  they  were 
still  more  surprised  to  see  that  this  was  our  second 
fish. 

Both  had  evidently  refused  a  particular  bait  spun 
over  them  in  orthodox  manner  by  the  best  of 
fishers,  and  had  then  fallen  easy  prey  to  the  same 
bait  cutting  capers  at  the  instance  of  novices. 

Ikon-Well  Pool, 
only  the  head  of  which  is  shown  in  the  photo,  is 
basin-shaped,  with  large  stones  and  rocks  at  the 


stones  in  the  tail  during  April  and  May,  but  at  the 
head  and  in  the  long,  deep  neck  you  have  a  splendid 
chance  with  either  fly  or  mmnow.  Notice  that, 
when  you  are  here,  you  are  in  a  somewhat  elevated 
position  and  in  full  view  of  the  fish.  Therefore,  you 
must  cast  from  well  up  stream,  against  which  the 
fish's  vision  does  not  penetrate  far. 

It  is  two  years  since  I  fished  this  pool,  and  then 
it  was  a  fellow-townsman  of  mine,  Mr.  Stuart,  of 
Richmond,  who  made  the  successful  effort. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  he  took  his 
fresh-run  spring  fish  with  an  undressed  silk  line  so 
fine  as  to  be  only  equal  to  those  generally  used  for 
roach  and  dace  fishing  in  the  Thames. 

That  the  landing  of  this  fish  with  such  tackle 
was  no  fluke  was  proved  over  and  over  again  when 
we  met  soon  after  at  Pitlochry  and  fished  the  same 
beat  on  the  Tay,  as  there  was  no  other  vacant,  he 
wading  and  I  from  the  boat. 

When  necessary  he  would  wade  almost  to  his 
arm-pits,  and  then  make  such  a  cast  with  his  fine 
line  fi-om  a  Malloch  winch  as  to  quite  astonish  me  ; 
his  playing  of  a  fish  was  a  combination  of  skill 


of  Sir  Donald  Currie's  Glen  lyon  property  and  here 
you  will  find  your  last  fishing  in. 

The  Weaver's  Pool, 

very  narrow,  deep,  and  eddying.  There  are  always 
fish  here  in  April,  May,  and  June,  but  it  is  not  one 
of  my  lucky  spots  as  I  have  failed  to  land  either  of 
the  two  fish  I  have  hooked  in  it.  In  both  cases 
the  fish  disappeared  in  a  deep  hole  under  a  rock, 
and,  as  I  presumed,  turned  a  comer,  back  round 
which  nothing  would  bring  them,  and  I  had  to  break. 

I  will  complete  my  task  by  again  referring  to 
Jan.  27  last,  the  day  on  which  I  caught  my  last 
fish  and  did  my  last  fishing. 

In  the  morning  life  and  movement  were  in  every 
scene,  and  the  river's  aspect  was  eloquent  at  everj' 
turn  to  fishers  who  know  its  language  to  come  and 
fish.  On  it  went,  fretting  pa^t  the  rocks,  swirling 
through  the  deeps,  eddying  here  and  there  as  if 
loth  to  linger  awhile,  and  then  on  to  sing  in  its 
journey  over  the  shallows.  The  burns,  too,  in 
their  clamouring  haste  made  harmonious  music 
from  every  quarter. 
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Amid  such  surroundings  the  bait  was  cast  on 
this  last  morning,  when,  without  delay,  the  river 
fulfilled  ifis  promise.  The  fish  was  on,  and  the 
sport  for  kings  was  mine.  The  issue  of  this 
pleasure  you  already  know. 

Then  I  rested,  smoked  my  pipe,  and  listened  to 
the  music  of  the  many  falling  waters  as  others  do 
to  the  songs  of  birds,  and  even  while  I  stood  thus 
listening  the  air  grew  icy-cold,  and  the  sounds  grew 
less  and  less. 

A  frost  was  on  the  hills,  and  a  biting  wind  was 
creeping  down  the  mountain  side,  freezing,  whiten- 
ing, beautifying,  and  transforming  everything 
within  its  grip. 

As  the  river  fell  it  left  a  frozen  trail,  from  which 
innumerable  icicles  grew  downwards,  gathering 
length  and  substance  from  the  lapping  water,  and 
its  further  falling  gradually  exposed  tiers  of 
shehing  rock  to  the  freezing  air,  on  which  bands 
of  ice  came  out  to  form  the  heads  of  fringes  that 
soon  bedecked  the  river's  course. 

In  the  sunken  current  great  floes  were  passing 
down  that  presently  joined  to  make  the 
bars  [that  kept  the  stream  enchained,  and  thus 
made  fast  prisoners  of  the  sagacious  and  well- 
housed  fish.  Fantastic  icy  ribbons  replace  the 
tumbling  burns  that  streak  the  lofty  sides  of  the 
overshadowing  hills.  Then  came  the  snow,  on 
which  the  waiting  wind  hurriedly  pounced  to  build 
what  more  was  needed  to  complete  a  wondrous 
transformation  scene. 

[To  he  concluded  next  week.) 


GEE  SHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


21sT  Annual  Dinner. 

A  GREAT  angling  club  intimately  associated  with 
the  heart  of  London  I  The  idea  takes  one  back  a 
century  or  so  to  the  time  when  good  fish  were  to 
be  caught  within  sound  of  St.  Paul's  bells,  and 
anglers  did  not  have  to  go  so  far  afield.  From  the 
days  of  Walton  City  men  have  been  keen  anglers. 
The  true  "  cockney  "  is  the  most  skilful  angler  in 
the  world,  and  remembering  the  tradition  that 
Walton  once  had  a  place  of  business  close  to  the 
Royal  Exchange  it  is  quite  in  accordance  with  "the 
eternal  fitness  of  things  "  that  there  should  be  a 
flourishing  "  Gresham  "  Angling  Society,  with  a 
grasshopper  for  badge. 

Special  interest  attached  to  the  "  coming  of  age  " 
dinner  otthissociety, which  washeld  on  Tuesday  night 
( March  18)  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  Mr.  A.  E.  Franklin  being  in  the  chair. 

Among  those  present  were : — Messrs.  E.  B. 
Marston,  Frederic  M.  Halford,  J,  W.  Moss,  S.  J. 
Chasteney,  F.  E.  Eldred,  H.  Weatherley,  C.  Flam- 
steed,  W.  F.  Young,  Mark  Davies,  H.  H.  Lewis, 
C.  J.  Hayward,  T.  Gibson,  G.  J.  Riches,  Fredk. 
Savage,  A.  Budgen,  George  Rogers,  J.  Preston, 
F.  Edwards,  W.  Marshall,  C.  Gill,  G.  A.  Turner, 

E.  W.  Smith,  F.  A.  Gray,  F.  J.  Gray,  Ed.  Jas. 
Gairdner,  Thomas  Clarke,  A.  J.  Saunders,  T. 
Fourmy,  George  Allen,  George  Allen,  jun.,  T.  J. 
Church,  C.  W.  Rule,  E.  Davis  Hilton,  H.  Gray, 
J.  P.  Connellan,  W.  Hicks,  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec), 
J.  B.  Close,  G.  H.  Ohlson,  W.  P.  Salmond,  A.  R. 
Matthews,  G.  H.  Howard,  G.  H.  Young,  C.  F.  F. 
Buckingham,  A.  G.  L.  Gamlen,  R.  G.  Woodruff 
(Sec.  A. A.),  A.  Zerfass,  Fredk.  Page,  F.  W.  Norman, 

F.  W.  Norman,  jun.,  J.  Basten,  G.  MauU,  T.  H. 
Milliken,  etc. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  Walker)  read 
letters  wishing  every  success  to  the  dinner  from 
Mr.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  Jas.  Tayler,  Mr.  G.  Curling, 
and  other  gentlemen  unable  to  be  present. 

The  Chairman,  in  giving  the  toast,  "  The  King," 
referred  to  the  fact  that  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  after 
whom  their  society  was  named,  flourished  in  the 
reign  of  a  much  loved  Monarch.  The  members  of 
the  Gresham  Society  had  enjoyed  the  blessings  of 
the  reign  of  Victoria,  a  mighty  and  sympathetic 
Sovereign  whose  worthy  and  loved  successor  was 
Edward  VII.  The  King  had  shown  his  good  heart 
by  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  500,000  of  the 
humblest  of  his  subjects  in  connection  with  the 
Coronation.  (Cheers.)  Every  Englishman  loved 
Queen  Alexandra  who  was  certain  of  the  adoration 
of  all  anglers  as  she  was  herself  an  ardent  and 
expert  fly  fisher.  (Cheers.)  At  a  certain  social 
function  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  claimed  that  he  had 
landed  the  first  salmon  the  Queen  had  caught,  but 
there  were  several  claunints  for  that  distinction,  a 
proof  of  the  poiinlarity  of  the  Queen  among  anglers . 
(Cheers.) 


The  toast  was  loyally  drunk. 

In  proposing  other  loyal  toasts,  the  chairman 
made  equally  happy  allusions  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  as  an  angler. 

On  rising  to  propose  "The  Gresham  Angling 
Society  and  its  Oflicers,"  the  chairman  was  hailed 
with  much  enthusiasm.  He  said  the  enthusiastic 
way  in  which  the  toast  was  received  by  the 
members  of  a  society  which  had  attained  its 
majority,  and  had  arrived  at  vigorous  manhood, 
would,  he  hoped,  induce  the  numerous  visitors  to 
join  them.  (Applause.)  The  confidence  and  happy 
speculative  temperament  of  the  members  had  been 
shown  by  their  putting  him  in  a  chair  which  in 
former  years  had  been  so  worthily  filled  by  Mr. 
Senior,  Mr.  Marston,  and  other  distinguished 
anglers.  He  appreciated  the  honour  done  him, 
and  hoped  other  members  would  derive  encourage- 
ment from  the  fact  and  look  forward  to  similar 
honours.  He  felt  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
had  some  title  to  be  considered  an  ardent  dry-fly 
fisher,  and  grateful  for  the  lessons  he  had  had 
from  their  distinguished  guest,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford, 
whose  company  he  had  enjoyed  on  the  Chesham 
water.  (Cheers.)  To  some  people  not  acquainted 
with  the  temperament  of  City  men  it  might  seem 
strange  that  a  successful  angling  club  should 
floinrish  in  the  midst  of  the  busy  City  of  London. 
He  had  himself  been  in  business  close  to  the 
Royal  Exchange  for  some  twenty-seven  years,  and 
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rejoiced  that  the  sign  of  the  Grasshopper,  adorning 
a  great  City  building,  reminded  City  men  of  the 
green  fields  and  the  pleasant  streams  which 
they  could  enjoy  in  their  hours  of  relaxation. 
He  was  reminded  by  Mr.  Marston  of  the  tradi- 
tion that  Izaak  Walton  once  had  a  shop  close 
to  the  sign  of  the  Grasshopper,  so  that  the  Gresham 
Society  had  very  good  reasons  for  its  badge. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  When,  twenty-one  years  ago,  the 
society  was  formed,  the  Fishing  Gazette  described 
their  aims  and  objects,  and  gave  them  encourage- 
ment, which  had  never  failed  them  to  this  day. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  They  started  with  a  somewhat 
ambitious  programme,  to  which  they  had  faithfully 
adhered.  By  renting  good  waters  and  by  other 
means  they  had  given  much  pleasure  to  anglers. 
Nor  had  the  educational  side  of  the  sport  they 
loved  been  neglected.  Papers  had  been  read 
before  their  society  from  time  to  time,  and  these 
monographs,  to  be  found  in  their  library,  had  been 
valuable  additions  to  angling  literature.  ("  Hear, 
hear.")  The  Gresham  Society  had,  too,  raised 
the  tone  and  standard  of  fishing  generally.  The 
members  did  not  encourage  big  bags  but  the 
capture  of  good  specimen  fish,  and  how  successful 
they  had  been  the  specimens  to  be  found  in  the 
club-room  would  prove.  (Applause.)  This  year 
two  members  at  least  had  made  splendid  records, 
for  Mr.  J.Basten's  skate  of  120^1b.  and  Mr.  Sydney 
Meyer's  pike  of  271b.  6',oz.  were  believed  to  be 
records  for  the  year  of  fish  taken  with  rod  and  line 
in  British  W8,terB.  f"  Heir,  hear.")  The  Gresham 
Society  could  boast  that  from  the  first  they  had 


done  much  to  encourage  sea  fishing,  and  the  lugger 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  society  had 
provided  good  sport.  The  society  had  lost  a  few 
members,  who  would  be  welcomed  back — ("  hear, 
hear  ") — but  it  was  flourishing,  and  every  member 
was  proud  of  the  society's  prestige  and  position. 
For  the  sport  the  members  enjoyed  on  a  pretty  bit 
of  trout  water,  the  Chess,  for  the  position  of  their 
society,  and  the  friendly  and  sportsmanlike  feeling 
which  animated  all  the  members,  they  had  to 
thank  a  hard-working  and  conscientious  com- 
mittee, on  whose  behalf  he  would  ask  Mr. 
Connellan  to  respond.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  having  been  heartily  drunk,  Mr. 
Connellan  responded.  He  alluded  tactfully  to 
discussions  which  had  taken  place,  and  said  the 
most  friendly  feeling  existed,  healthy  differences 
on  certain  matters  proving  the  spirit  which 
animated  their  society.  The  Gresham  was  a 
prosperous  and  popular  society,  and  this  was 
because  the  efforts  of  the  committee  were  well 
backed  up  by  the  members.  With  good  water, 
well  stocked  and  within  an  hour's  ride  from  Lon- 
don, the  hundred  or  so  members  of  the  society  had 
advantages  they  were  not  slow  to  appreciate.  The 
committee  would  continue  to  try  and  deserve  the 
loyal  and  warm  support  they  had  received. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  then  presented  the  cups  and 
medals  as  follows  : — The  late  Dr.  Brunton's  Chal- 
lenge Cup  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  for  chub  of  41b.  4oz. ; 
roach,  lib.  9ioz. ;  trout,  21b. ;  dace  14iloz.  and 
lO^oz.  Mr.  Franklin's  Challenge  Cup,  for  best  fish 
taken  with  the  fly  on  the  society's  waters,  to  Mr. 
T.  B.  Fourmy,  for  a  trout  of  31b.  from  Chesham. 
Dr.  Ladell's  Challenge  Shield  to  Mr.  A.  Zerfass, 
for  pike,  141b.  4oz. ;  sea  bream,  31b.  lloz.  ;  wrasse, 
21b.  Deal  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  James  Basten, 
who  also  took  Mr.  W.  Marshall's  Challenge  Cross,  for 
120^1b.  skate.  Silver  medals  to  Messrs.  J.  B.  Close, 
for  trout  of  41b.  14oz. ;  F.  A.  Gray,  for  dace  of 
14^oz. ;  G.  R.  Scott,  for  perch  of  21b.  4oz. ;  F. 
Page,  for  roach  of  21b.  2^oz.  ;  R.  G.  Woodruff",  for 
barbel  of  41b.  9oz.  ;  T.  B.  Fourmy,  for  a  Chesham 
trout  of  31b. ;  F.  W.  Norman,  for  whiting  of 
21b.  8oz. ;  J.  Basten,  for  skate  of  120.i|b.  ; 
Sydney  Meyers,  for  pike  of  271b.  6Joz. ;  A.  ZerfdSj, 
for  sea  bream  of  81b.  lloz. 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  eloquently  proposed  "  Tlic 
Press,"  and  alluded  to  the  good  service  which  the 
literature  of  angling  did  in  increasing  the  knowledge 
and  pleasures  of  anglers.  The  way  in  which  the 
number  of  newspapers  had  increased  in  recent  years 
was  simply  marvellous,  and  as  no  paper  could  be 
successfully  run  without  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
faculties,  there  must  be  a  vast  amount  of 
intellectual  power  in  London.  The  Press  was  a 
potent  factor  in  civilised  lite.  It  could  move  as 
well  as  reflect  public  opinion,  and  a  great  public 
man  had  truthfully  said  that  a  few  lines  in  the 
Press  often  had  a  greater  efi'ect  on  history  than  the 
doings  of  Parliament.  He  was  glad  that  this 
great  power  was  generally  used  for  good,  and 
grateful  for  the  kindness  the  Press  had  ever  shown 
to  the  Gresham  Society. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  responded,  said  he  had 
attended,  perhaps,  twenty  of  the  annual  dinners, 
and  year  by  year  had  felt  a  growing  appreciation  of 
a  society  of  which  even  the  great  City  of  London 
might  be  proud.  The  members  and  friends  of  the 
Gresham  Society  had  good  reason  to  appreciate 
that  pretty  stream,  the  Chess,  where,  so  near 
London,  good  sport  could  be  had  with  trout  of 
2lb.  and  upwards.  He  observed  with  pleasure 
that  the  expert  members  of  the  society  would 
give  lessons  in  fly-casting,  and  he  would  be  happy 
to  present  a  well  stocked  fly  book  to  the  most 
promising  pupil.  (Cheers.)  He  regretted  the 
absence  of  Mr.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  and 
Mr.  Emery,  all  caused  by  illness  in  their  families. 
The  last-named  gentleman  had  established  such  a 
reputation  for  casting  off  the  reel  that  Americans 
were  ambitious  to  "  live  up  to  "  his  performances. 
Mr.  Marston  concluded  with  an  anecdote  or  two 
and  pleasant  prognostications  as  to  the  future  of 
the  society. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  proposed  "  The  Visitors  " 
in  an  eloquent  speech,  well  calculated  to  tempt 
those  who  had  not  been  anglers  to  join  the  society. 
In  picturesque  language  he  described  the  joys  of 
following  a  babbling  stream  and  capturing  "  here 
and  there  a  lusty  trout  and  here  and  there  a 
grayling."  Equally  good  was  his  description  of  the 
pleasures  of  sea  fishing.  With  the  toast  was  coupled 
the  name  of  jMr.  Halford,  to  whose  fame  as  an 


March  22,  1902 


THE  FI8H1NG  GAZETTE 


203 


angler  and  author  Mr.  Chasteney  paid  an  eloquent 
tribute. 

Mr.  Halford  replied  for  the  visitors,  and  then 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  at  Teddington  that  day  he 
had  seen  some  1000  salmon  smolt  put  into  the 
Thames.  What  would  be  the  outcome  of  this 
experiment  ?  Was  the  Thames  sufficiently  pure  to 
tempt  these  fish  back  after  they  had  gone  out  to 
sea  ?  It  was  to  be  hoped  so,  but  if  the  experiment 
faUed  the  failure  would  be  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  impurity  of  the  Thames,  and  would  afford 
powerful  arguments  for  those  who  urged  the 
authorities  to  do  all  possible  for  the  cleansing  of 
the  river.  Mr.  Halford  urged  all  present  to  aid  the 
effort  to  make  the  Thames  a  salmon  river,  not 
only  by  financial  aid  but  by  observation  and  co- 
operation. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Fourmy  gave  "  The  Chairman,"  a 
toast  drunk  with  musical  honomrs,  and  suitably 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Franklm,  who,  by  the 
way,  is  a  well-known  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  the  True  Waltonians,  and  other  societies. 

During  the  evening  there  was  an  excellent 
programme  of  music.  Mr.  Herbert  Weatherley 
was  pianist,  the  "Guildhall  Glee  Singers"  gave 
excellent  part  songs,  and  Messrs.  Cyril  Flanasteed, 
Gilbert  Lockyer,  and  E.  Davis  Hilton  contributed 
capital  songs. 


THE  NEW  CATALOGUE  AND 
NOVELTIES  OF  ME.  W.  J. 
CUMMINS. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  and  practical  of 
fishing  tackle  maker's  catalogues  is  that  published 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland.  The 
illustrations  are  numerous  and  well  produced,  and 
the  whole  work  affords  evidence  of  practical  know- 
ledge, not  only  of  the  manufacture  of  fishing-rods 
and  tackle,  but  of  the  how,  and  when^  and  where 
to  use  them. 

A  lady  angler,  writing  in  the  Gentlewoman, 
speaks  very  favourably  of  the  "  Queen,"  a  very 
light,  but  strong  sea-trout  and  salmon-trout  rod 
for  ladies  (and  for  gentlemen  who  require  a  light 
rod),  specially  made  for  her  by  Mr.  Cummins,  who 
has  many  customers  using  the  "  Queen"  with  great 
satisfaction.  "  It  does,"  says  this  practical  young 
lady,  "  equally  well  for  sea-trout  or  grilse.  The 
butt  is  of  mottled  cane,  the  second  joint  is  hickory, 
with  two  greenheart  tops,  and  although  a  powerful 
rod  it  weighs  only  twenty  ounces."  This  excellent 
rod  is  illustrated  and  described  on  p.  41. 


Cummins'  Patent  Spbing  Clip  fob  Landing-nets 
AND  Gaffs. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  was  the  first  paper  to 
favourably  notice  the  Cummins'  Patent  Clip  for 
Landing-nets  and  Gaffs,  and  after  continual  use  we 
can  more  than  endorse  all  we  said  about  it,  as  we 


find  it  answers  admirably.  It  is  made  both  for 
plain  or  telescopic  handle.  \  ^ 


Cummins'  "Light-weight"  Creel. 


Cummins'  "  Light-weight "  Creel  is  of  best 
English  make,  and  weighs  twenty-eight  ounces. 
Inside  is  a  light,  removable  wicker  tray,  in  which 
fly-book,  lunch,  etc.,  can  be  carried.  Mr.  Cummins 
also  sells  the  French  split-willow  baskets,  which 
answer  very  well  where  a  light,  cheap  creel  is 
required.  'This  is  the  basket  illustrated  in  all  the 
old  angling  books,  and  for  neatness  and  appearance 
it  has  never  been  surpassed. 


Cummins'  Patent  Brass  Oil  Bottle  and  Brush. 

Many  hundreds  of  the  Cummins'  Patent  Brass 
Oil  Cylinder  or  Bottle  have  been  sold  since  the 
"Amateur  Angler"  first  used  and  \w  Fishing 
Gazette  recommended  one  we  gave  him,  and  proved 
to  us  that  we  were  quite  wrong  in  one  or  two 
minor  and  theoretical  objections  we  too  hastily 
made  to  it.  After  oiling  flies  thousands  of  times 
with  it  and  thus  practically  proving  what  a  really 
admirable  little  invention  it  is,  we  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  Mr.  Cummins  to  say  that  it  really  is  all  that 
is  claimed  for  it.  One  of  our  objections  was  that 
being  brass  and  not  glass  you  could  not  see  if  you 
had  enough  oil  in  it,  but  by  wiping  the  brass  brush 
holder,  holding  the  tube  in  a  vertical  position,  and 
then  inserting  the  brush,  j-ou  can  at  once  measure 
the  quantity  of  oil  by  its  mark  on  the  brass  rod. 
The  price  is  only  Is.  6d.,  and  it  is  indestructible, 
being  brass,  not  glass. 

Interspersed  with  illustrations  of  every  kind  of 
rod  and  tackle  are  attractive  views  of  river  scenery 
at  home  and  abroad,  not  the  least  pleasing  being 
those  from  drawings  or  photographs  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Cummins  or  one  of  his  sons.  The  founder  of  the 
firm,  the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  was  one  of  the 
most  genial  and  enthusiastic  anglers  wo  ever  met, 
and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  under  the  direction  of 
his  son,  Mr.  A.  P.  Cummins,  the  reputation  of 


the  firm  is  more  than  maintained,  not  only  in 
the  north  of  England,  where  it  comnacnced  half 
a  century  ago,  but  in  every  part  of  the  world 
where  good  fishing  and  good  anglers  are  to  be 
found.  On  the  firm's  quarto  note-paper  there  is  a 
good  portrait  of  our  old  friend  equipped  for  a  day's 
fishing  on  the  Eden  or  the  lovely  Whitadder^ 
probably  the  latter,  for  wc  have  often  heard  him 
say  that  there  was  no  river  he  loved  so  well,  and 
he  knew  every  mile  of  it.  As  Mr.  Senior  said  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers  the  other 


Cummins'  New  Tackle  Box. 

Made  more  especially  for  the  use  of  salmon  anglers  who  lish 
from  a  boat.    There  are  compartments  fori  flies,  minnows, 
prawns,  casts,  etc.    A  most  useful  and  very  strong  box.) 

day,  when  referring  to  another  good  angler  who 
has  departed  this  life,  let  us  hope  that  he  has  found 
old  angling  companions  and  pleasant  new  fishing 
scenes  in  the  happy  hmiting  grounds  of  the  "  great 
Beyond."  The  Eed  Indian  is  not  alone  in  sharing 
this  hope,  for  in  the  heart  of  all  sportsmen  there 
is  some  echo  of  the  kind. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  in  addition  to  his  range 
of  north  country  patterns,  Mr.  Cummins  has  a  verx- 
extensive  list  of  the  best  dry  fly  patterns,  very  weil 
made  and  on  the  best  eyed  hooks.  His  new  list  is 
most  complete,  and  his  prices  are  most  moderate. 


THE  SPEING  SALMON  SEASON. 


During  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  been  a 
considerable  falling  off  in  the  salmon  supply  on 
east  coast  fishing  stations,  and  this  will  naturally 
affect  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tay,  Dee,  Deveron, 
and  Spey,  but  as  regards  the  middle  and  upper 
waters  a  good  head  of  fish  is  well  into  all  the 
rivers,  and  sport  is  a  certainty  as  far  as  these  parts 
are  concerned  for  the  next  few  weeks. 

Anglers  are  all  over  the  North  just  now  in  great 
numbers,  and  the  cry  is  still  they  come.  With  the 
Easter  holidays  there  will  be  a  regular  plethora  of 
tEOut  anglers,  and  every  bit  of  good  fishing  is  being 
eagerly  looked  after.  Lord  Piomley  is  expected  at 
Ballater  next  week,  and  Craig-Gowan  Lodge  is 
being  prepared  for  his  reception.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  will  follow  soon  with  one  or  two  personal 
friends,  but  as  yet  his  movements  have  not  been 
made  public.  The  Balmoral  waters  are  teeming 
with  fish,  and  every  day  now  enhances  their  value 
more  and  more.  Lord  Ridley  is  at  Aboyne  Castle, 
and  was  lucky  enough  to  secure  a  fish  on  his 
arri\  al.  On  the  Borrowstone  water  Lord  Garrioch 
has  creeled  some  sixty  fish  since  the  opening,  and 
other  anglers  are  doing  equally  well. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland  are  expected 
at  Spean  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  later 
on  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland  come 
North  to  Dunrobin  Castle,  where  the  Duchess  is 
certain  of  splendid  sport  on  the  Shin. 

On  the  whole  the  fly  has  been  the  fa\  curite  lure, 
and  of  these  the  two-and-a-half  inch  "  ii'ons  "  still 
predominate  as  the  best  killing  lures.  With  the 
advent  of  fresh  weather  these  will  soon  be  reduced, 
but  meantime  "  kelt "  sport  is  all  that  need  be 
looked  for  with  smaller  sizes.  The  "gudgeon," 
minnow,  jirawn,  and  heaxier  spinning  baits  are 
doing  equaUv  well,  but  the  fl\  is  the  lure  of  lures. 

■     G.  M.  ; 
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THE  "AMERICAN  AMBASSADOR" 
SALMON  FLY. 


In  proposing  the  liesilth  of  the  American 
Ambassador,  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Choate,  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  dinner  on  March  11,  the  President,  Mr. 
H.  E.  Gribble,  said  :— 

"  Being  desirous  of  immortalising  this  occasion  I 
am  requested  by  Mr.  Marston,  whose  idea  it  was, 
to  present  to  your  Excellency,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  a  fly  as  a  souvenir  of  the  occasion, 
and  we  hope  its  colours  and  general  appearance 
will  commend  its  acceptance  to  you. 

"  Mr.  Gribble  then  presented  the  chairman  with 
a  fly  specially  invented  for  the  occasion  by  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  and  christened  the  '  American  Am- 
bassador,' the  feathers  representing  the  stars  and 
stripes  in  a  charming  manner. 

"  The  Chaieman,  who  was  received  with  loud 
applause,  in  replying,  said  :  Gentlemen,  at  this 
late  hour  you  will  excuse  me  doing  more  than 
express  my  earnest  thanks  for  the  flattering  manner  j 
in  which  your  President  has  proposed  this  toast, 
and  the  cordial  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  received 
by  you,  I  desire  now,  and  here,  to  remove  his  ! 
doubts,  and  all  doubts  that  any  of  you  may  have 
entertained,  for,  from  this  hour  onwards,  after  this 


SCOTTISH  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  BILL. 

Scottish  anglers  are  very  hopeful  that  the 
Freshwater  Fish  (Scotland)  Bill  backed  by  the 
Lord  Advocate,  the  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland, 
and  Mr.  Anstruther  will  become  law  this  Session. 
The  Bill  which  has  now  been  reported  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  the  House  proposes  to 
establish  a  close  time  for  common  trout  in 
Scotland  from  Oct.  15  till  the  end  of  the  following 
February,  and  that  during  that  period  it  shall  be 
illegal  (a)  to  fish  for  trout  in  any  river,  water,  or 
loch  in  Scotland  by  net,  rod,  line,  or  otherwise  ; 
(b)  to  be  in  possession  of  trout ;  or  (c)  to  expose 
trout  for  sale.  If  the  Bill  passes  it  will 
probably  do  much  good  in  the  way  of  improving 
the  stock  of  common  trout  which  are  at  present 
subject  not  only  to  the  legitimate  attacks  of 
sportsmen  but  to  the  depredations  of  unsports- 
manlike marauders  who  kill  the  fish  by  all  sorts  of 
unjustifiable  methods  at  a  time  when  theyare  seldom 
fit  for  food.  But  still  more  important  will  be  the 
protection  thus  indirectly  given  to  the  nobler 
species,  the  salmon.  There  is,  of  course,  a  close 
time  for  salmon  in  the  winter  months,  but  the 
salmon  poacher  has  always  at  present  a  pretext  for 


solemn,  earnest,  and  comical  initiation,  from  this 
hour  till  the  end  of  my  life  I  shall  profess  myself  an 
accomplished  fly  fisher.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  And, 
armed  with  this  magnificent  fly,  which  the  genius 
of  your  President  has  inspired  and  the  faculty  of 
your  artists  has  produced,  symbolical  as  it  is  of  the 
flag  of  my  country,  I  propose  to  devote  all  the  time 
that  Lord  Lansdowne  will  allow  me  to  a  cultiva- 
tion of  this  noble  sport.  (Applause.)  Let  me 
thank  you  once  more  for  the  rare  pleasure  which 
you  have  given  me  in  permitting  me  to  be  one  of 
your  company  to-night,  and  for  that  cordial, 
enthusiastic  hospitality  which  you  have  shown 
towards  me,  and  which  is  only  typical  of  that 
universal  spirit  of  friendship  and  goodwill  which 
all  England  manifests  towards  all  America.  (Loud 
applause.)  I  shall  treasure  this  gift  during  the 
residue  of  my  life,  and  shall  hand  it  down  to  my 
children  and  my  children's  children — should  there 
be  any — as  a  token  of  the  afi'ection  which  you  have 
shown  to  me.  (Cheers.)  In  conclusion,  I  can  only 
hope  that  the  members  of  this  club,  collectively 
and  individually,  will  enjoy  that  health,  happiness, 
and  long  life  to  which  their  skill  as  anglers  so 
justly  entitles  them.    (Applause.)  " 

To  i'LT  Brksskks,  Amateur  ami  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  is.  net,  <n-  post  free  f.ir  2k,  -Irl.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
faliinet  of  Devices;  or,  Huw  ti>  lie  Klies  fui' Dry  and  A\et  Fly 
Kishinj,'  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  Hy  the  late  H.  G.  SIcClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eishty  illustrations. 
Tills  handy  and  thoroughly  up-tu-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post. free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  gnd  Co., 
8t.  Dunstan  s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London, 


being  rod-in-hand  on  the  bank — he  is  always 
angling  for  trout.  If  this  is  made  equally  illegal, 
it  will  be  much  more  possible  to  convict  offenders. 

— St.  James's  Gazette. 


FAMILIAR  WILD  FLOWERS.* 
(By  E.  Hulme,  F.L.S.,  F.S.A.) 


In  connection  with  their  reissue  of  this  very 
beautiful  and  charming  work,  Messrs.  Cassell  are 
introducing  a  novel  scheme  which  will  surely  add 
fresh  interest  to  the  study  of  wild  flowers.  The 
scheme  is  called  "  Wild  Flowers  Collection  Com- 
petition." Mr.  Hulme,  the  editor  of  the  work,  has 
undertaken  the  superintendence  of  the  competition, 
and  to  act  as  adjudicator  of  the  prizes.  The  object 
is  to  ofi'er  a  number  of  prizes  for  the  best  collection 
of  wild  flowers,  and  we  commend  the  scheme  to  the 
particular  attention  of  our  young  angling  friends, 
those  especially  who  live  in  the  country,  and 
frequent  the  lanes,  woods,  meadows  and  river  sides 
at  all  times  of  the  year.    The  following  are  the 

Special  Conditions  to  be  Strictly  Observed 
BY  all  Competitors  : — 
1.  Roots  are  strictly  excluded  in  all  cases.    It  is 
desired  and  hoped  that  these  competitions  may 
result  in  a  still  greater  interest  being  taken  in  our 
country's  wild  flowers,  and  anything  that  would 

*  Caseell  (Sf  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,    Part  I.,  6d.  n?t, 


lead  to  even  a  partial  destruction  of  them  in  any 
district  is  naturally  a  thing  to  be  entirely  avoided. 

2.  Each  competitor  must  enclose  with  his  or  her 
set,  on  a  loose  piece  of  paper  uniform  in  size  with 
it,  an  index  of  the  plants  sent  in,  the  popular  name 
of  each  plant,  and  the  name  of  the  district  and 
county  where  gathered  must  be  given. 

3.  All  prize-winners  will  receive,  in  addition  to 
their  prize,  a  certificate  recording  their  success. 
This  certificate  has  been  specially  designed  by  the 
author  of  "  Familiar  Wild  Flowers,"  and  will  be 
signed  by  him. 

4.  Any  competitor  whose  work  nearly  approaches 
the  prize-gaining  standard  will  receive  one  of  these 
certificates  as  a  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
set  submitted. 

There  will  be  three  divisions  in  the  present  com- 
petition : — 

I.  For  children  up  to  ten  years  of  age. 

II.  For  young  people  between  ten  and  fourteen 
years  old. 

III.  For  young  people  between  fourteen  and 
nineteen  years  of  age. 

There  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  prizes,  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  be  found  in  Part  II.  when 
that  appears  on  March  26. 


ANOTHER  HONOUR  FOR  MESSRS. 
HARDY  BROTHERS. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers, 
of  Alnwick,  have  been  appointed  by  Royal  Warrant 
manufacturers  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  This  is  no  empty  compliment,  as  the 
Prince  is,  as  we  all  are  glad  to  know,  as  keen  a 
salmon  and  trout  angler  as  he  is  popular  as  Prince, 
and  he  bids  fair  to  become  as  popular  as  even  his 
Royal  father  was  when  Prince  of  Wales. 


NEW  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  ARMY 
AND  NAVY  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. 

The  new  catalogue  of  the  Fishing  Tackle 
Department  (No.  8  Department)  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Co-operative  Society  has  many  more  pages 
than  formerly,  and  does  the  greatest  credit  to  the 
courteous  manager  of  the  Fishing  Tackle  Depart- 
ment, who  is  himself  a  practical  angler.  All  the 
rods  described  in  the  list  (unless  otherwise  stated) 
are  made  at  the  society's  works,  but  we  notice  that 
there  are  not  many  fishing  tackle  makers  of  im- 
portance whose  specialities  are  not  included  in  this 
excellently  illustrated  and  very  handy  list. 


The  a.  &  N.  Winch, 
With  variable  check  and  extra  large  narrow  drum 
for  quick  winding,  suitable  for  dry-fly  and  general 
trout  fishing,  made  in  the  society's  workshops  of  the 
best  materials,  hardened  steel  check,  etc. 

The  check  is  regula'ed  by  a  small  thumb-screw 
sunk  into  the  side  of  the  plate ;  turning  it  to  the 
right  increases  and  to  the  left  diminishes  the 
amount  of  check.  This  seems  to  be  a  very 
simple  and  effective  method  of  regulating  the 
check,  and  the  manager  tells  us  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  applying  it  as  a  silent  check,  which, 
for  trout  fishing,  is  infinitely  preferable  to  a  noisy 
one  which  lets  the  whole  parish  know  that  you  are 
fishing.  For  grilse  and  salmon  we  prefer  the 
music  of  the  reel — it  is  delightful  to  hear  the  rise 
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and  fall  of  the  reel  note  as  a  "fush"  varies  his 
pace  when  taking  off  line. 

The  majiager  showed  us  some  first-class  salmon 
and  trout  gut  casts  from  12g.  6d.  each  for  salmon 
down  to  6(3.  for  trout.    We  have  never  seen  better 


Solid  Leather  Salmon  Fly  Cabinet. 
Fitted  with  four  movable  tin  trays,  two  with  cork 
bars;  two  with  plain  felt,  for  holding  salmon  flies 
of  all  sizes,  two  chamois  leather  pockets  in  lid  for 
holding  casts,  traces,  etc.,  with  partitions  to  take 
pliers,  scissors,  and  tweezers.  Length,  13  inches  by 
11  inches  by  6  inches,  with  lock  and  key. 

and  finer  undrawn  trout  casts  than  the  Is.  three- 
yard  tapered  casts  mentioned  on  page  36  of  the 
list.  A  three-yard  grilse  cast  at  Is.  6d.  is  really 
very  good  and  would  be  capital  for  pike  and  some 
kinds  of  sea  fishing. 

Amateur  salmon  fly  making  is  becoming  so 
popular  that  a  really  well  made  and  well  designed 
cabinet  is  sure  to  be  popular. 


Hook  Mounted  with 

HOLDEB. 


Hook  Baited  with 
HoLDEB  Inseeted. 


For  sea  fishing  the  society  does  a  large  and 
increasing  business  in  tackle  of  all  kinds,  and 
complete  outfits  for  British  Coast,  Mediterranean, 


The  Taepon  ob  "  Silver  King  "  {Megalaps  thrissoides). 


(The  tarpon  is  found  in  the  Western  Atlantic  and  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ranging  north  to  Cape  Cod  and 
south  to  Northern  Brazil.  It  is  also  abundant  in  the 
West  Indies.) 


South  Coast  of  Florida,  and  other  sea  fishing; 
Messrs.  Hoarder  &  Son,  of  Plymouth,  supply  most 
of  this  stock. 

The  manager  showed  us  an  ingenious  new  bait- 
holder  for  sea  fishing.  You  bait  the  hook  in  the 
usual  manner,  then  put  the  patent  bait-holder  on 
the  line,  slip  it  down  to  the  bait,  and  twist  the 
point  of  the  holder  well  into  the  bait ;  it  will  then 
secure  the  bait  from  being  readily  torn  off  the 
hook. 

The  manager  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores 
informs  us  that  he  has  fitted  out  many  English 
anglers  for  tarpon  fishing,  and  in  the  catalogue 
gives  some  useful  hints  from  practical  experience 
of  this  fine  sport,  as  well  as  that  of  mahseer. 
Next  year  we  shall  expect  to  see  the  leaping  tuna 
added  to  the  list.  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.  will  this  spring  publish  a  work  on  "  Moose 


Reduced  Illustration  of  Bait  Hook  on 
Raw-hide  Snood  for  Tabpon. 


Thumb  Stall  for  use  with  Tarpon  Reel. 


Waist  or  Groin  Protector  for  Tarpon 
Angleb. 


Tarpon  Multiplier  Reel 
WITH  Leather  Apron. 


Rod. 


Gaff  Hook, 


hunting  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Nova  Scotia,"  etc., 
which  describes  some  extraordinary  sport  with 
albacore  up  to  6001b.  The  albacore  is  of  the  same 
family  as  the  tunny  or  tuna. 

We  see  that  the  manager  has  made  arrangements 
with  Mr.  K.  B.  Harvey,  of  Punta  Gorda,  for  the 
supply  of  yachts  for  tarpon  fishing.  Mr.  Harvey 
gave  a  lecture  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  a  year  or 
two  ago. 

A  FISHEEMAN'S  PAEADISE. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Major,  as  he  lighted  his  cigar, 
it  was  up  in  Canada,  when  I  was  quartered  there 
in  '88.  We  had  got  six  months'  leave,  and  went 
up  the  river  in  a  little  sailing  boat. 

"  As  luck  would  have  it,  we  ran  aground  while 
trying  a  rather  difficult  bit  of  navigation,  and 
damaged  our  craft  so  much  that  there  was  no 
going  on  in  her. 

"  However,  we  struck  a  settler's  hut  not  far  away, 
and  put  up  with  him  for  a  day  or  two  while  he 
helped  us  to  repair  the  boat. 

"Just  before  we  left  he  asked  us  if  we  should  like 
some  fishing  on  a  lake  a  few  miles  away.  '  It 
belongs  to  me,'  he  said,  '  but  I  have  never  fished  it, 
nor  anyone  else  for  that  matter.  In  fact  I  don't 
believe  it  has  ever  been  touched  since  the  days  of 
creation.' 

"  We  jumped  at  this  offer,  naturally,  and  he  lent 
us  his  boat— something  between  a  punt  and  a  canoe, 
but  very  light  and  easy  to  carry.  Accordingly  we 
stocked  her  with  provisions,  and  started  off. 

"  We  got  there  in  the  evening,  or  what  we 


imagined  to  be  there,  for  as  to  iseeing  the  lake  it 
was  impossible,  so  thick  was  the  forest  that  grew 
around  it.  But  we  could  tell  by  the  lay  of  the 
trees  that  there  was  a  piece  of  water  there. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,  we  started  cutting  our  way 
through.  Ever  seen  a  primeval  forest  ?  I  expect 
not.  It  took  us  two  days  and  a  half,  which  will 
give  you  some  idea  of  what  we  had  to  go  through. 
We  would  cut  our  way  for  a  hundred  yards  or  so 
and  then  come  back  and  fetch  the  boat  to  the 
furthest  point  that  we  had  cleared.  At  night  we 
camped  under  it  on  the  spot  where  we  had  knocked 
off  work  for  the  day. 

"We  got  there  at  last,  however,  and  found  a 
lake  about  five  miles  long  by  three  broad.  A  nice 
bit  of  water  it  looked,  and  we  got  out  in  the  boat 
and  started  fishing  about  ten  o'clock  one  morning. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  not  the  slightest  wish 
to  exaggerate,  but  any  fool  could  have  caught  fish 
in  that  lake.  I  assure  you,  upon  my  word  of 
honour,  that  had  we  been  absolute  novices  we 
could  if  we  had  been  able  to  cast  a  couple  of 
thousand  flies  on  the  water  at  the  same  time  have 
hooked  a  couple  of  thousand  trout. 

"  The  result  was  that  after  about  two  hours  of 
it  we  began  to  get  exhausted.  My  arms  were 
aching,  and  I  could  hardly  hold  the  rod.  We 
agreed  to  knock  off.  But  just  as  we  were  about  to 
make  for  the  shore  we  discovered  that  a  terrible 
thing  had  happened.  We  had  filled  the  boat  so 
full  of  fish  that  it  was  beginning  to  sink. 

"There  was  only  one  thing  to  do.  Here  we 
were  in  the  middle  of  a  big  lake  in  a  boat  that  was 
rapidly  filling.  We  commenced  to  shovel  out  fish 
as  fast  as  we  could.  Perhaps  some  of  you  have 
been  in  a  leaking  boat,  and  tried  to  bale  her  out 
against  time  when  you  know  that  the  water  is 
gaining  on  you  every  minute.  Well,  that  was  just 
our  state,  only  we  were  baling  out  fish  instead  oE 
water." 

"Did  you  get  to  shore  without  a  ducking?" 
someone  asked,  when  he  seemed  to  have  finished. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Major,  "  we  just  managed  it. 
But  that  was  not  the  most  wonderful  part  of  the 
whole  thing." 

A  chorus  of  questions  assailed  him. 

"Well,"  said  he,  "the  extraordinary  part  of  it 
was  this.  Every  one  of  the  fish  that  we  threw 
overboard  revived,  and  swam  away  as  if  nothing 
had  happened.  They  had  been  there  for  so  many 
centuries  that  they  had  become  immortal." 

Harold  Simpson. 


SOME  COLORADO  FLIES. 


An  American  fishing  tackle  maker  away  out  in 
Colorado  sends  me  two  nicely  made  flies — a  "  Red 
Ant"  and  "Olive  Quill  Gnat" — and  asks  me  if  I 
can  give  him  the  name  and  address  of  the  makers 
whose  trade  mark  is  the  unicorn.  If  this  catches 
their  eye  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  their  address,  as  I 
cannot  remember  all  the  trade  marks  of  our  manu- 
facturers.— E.  B.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thursday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
28th.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wedtusday  morning,  March  26. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  coarse  fishing 
season  closed  on  March  14  in  a  heavy  downpour  of 
rain,  but  nevertheless  a  very  fine  Thames  pike  was 
caught  under  rather  romantic  circumstances  at 
Thames  Ditton.  It  will  be  recollected  that  a  little 
while  ago  I  reported  the  capture  of  a  17Jlb.  pike 
at  Ditton  by  a  Mr.  Sheppard.  Another  fish  of  about 
the  identical  weight  had  been  ssen  in  the  same 
place  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  one  or  two 
anglers  succeeded  in  hooking  it  but  lost  it.  Butterv, 
the  professional  fisherman,  several  times  asked  me  to 
try  for  the  fish,  and  he  also  asked  others  to  do  so,  but 
without  any  acceptance.  On  the  last  day  of  the  season, 
however,  Mr.  Sheppard  again  visited  Ditton  with  the 
object  of  trying  to  secure  the  mate  of  the  fish  he  had 
previously  caught.  He  fished  till  six  o'clock  at  night, 
in  a  heavy  rain  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  and 
never  moved  from  the  spot  where  the  big  pike  was 
supposed  to  be.  At  last  Buttery  thought  that  it  was 
getting  too  late  for  the  fish  to  feed.  The  roach  rod 
was  packed  up  and  Buttery  untied  one  end  of  the 
punt  and  shipped  the  ryepeck,  the  jack  float  still 


206 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  22,  1902 


being  out.  As  lie  went  to  take  up  the  second  ryepeck 
and  finish  fishing,  the  float  went  under.  The  angler 
struck  the  tish,  and  it  proved  to  be  the  big  one.  After 
some  exciting  sport  the  fish  was  landed,  and  scaled 
17^1b.  This  and  the  former  fish  will  be  set  up  in  one 
case,  and  it  will  probably  never  happen  again  that 
two  such  fine  pike  will  be  caught  at  Thames 
Ditton  by  the  same  angler.  I  visited  Sonning  for 
the  final  outing  in  company  with  Mr.  Purdue. 
We  spent  four  hours  in  search  of  a  pike,  and  George 
Yaughau  certainly  took  us  to  some  excellent  water, 
but  we  could  get  no  pike.  I  have  been  told  that  pike 
did  not  feed  well  during  the  day,  but  Mr.  A. 
E.  Hobbs,  fishing  at  Medmenham,  secured  twelve 
sizeable  fish,  six  of  which  were  returned  as  they  were 
small,  the  best  brace  going  about  41b.  each.  Mr. 
Hobbs  also  had  forty-nine  roach,  twelve  of  them  going 
between  |lb.  and  lib.  each.  Mr.  Purdue  and  1  also  had  a 
good  lot  of  roach,  but  none  that  scaled  lib.  Considering 
the  heavy  rain  and  the  strong  wind,  we  did  very  well 
with  the  red  fins.  One  angler  at  Shiplake  caught  a 
^Ib.  trout  on  bread  crust,  which  was,  of  comse, 
returned  to  the  water.  Anglers  are  now  looking 
forward  to  April  1,  but  at  present  only  one  or  two 
trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move.  The  water  is  well 
coloured  after  the  rain. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  was  in  splendid 
condition  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  season, 
although  the  last  day  was  wet  and  cold  with  very 
rough  vTinds  which  made  angling  very  uncomfortable, 
but  taken  altogether  some  good  sport  was  enjoyed. 
On  the  6th  Mr.  Esoombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took 
161b.  of  good  roach,  and  two  jack  on  the  same  date. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  a  private  lake  (I  don't  know 
where),  took  thirty- three  jack,  and  a  nice  perch 
weighing  21b.  6Joz.  On  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  Mr. 
Escombe  again  had  some  good  sport  with  G.  Arlett, 
taking  some  nice  jack  and  a  good  show  of 
roach.  On  the  last-named  date  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs 
took  nine  jack,  fishing  with  11.  Young,  best  fish 
G^lb.  ;  two  jack,  of  101b.  and  8^lb.,  were  taken  by 
bank  anglers,  who  also  had  some  fair  bags  of  roach. 
On  the  10th,  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  Mr.  G.  Arlett, 
took  251b.  of  roach  and  three  jack,  best  fish  SJlb. 
On  the  same  date,  IMr.  S.  Clements  and  a  friend, 
fishing  the  Kennet  near  Reading,  took  twenty- 
three  jack,  ten  of  which  were  retained,  best  fish 
61b.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with 
Mr.  G.  Arlett,  took  201b.  of  roach  and  a  jack  of 
81b.  Punt  anglers  had  some  good  bags  of  roach  on 
this  date.  On  the  12th,  a  patron  of  Mr.  G.  Arlett 
took  four  jack  (best  fish  8Jlb.)  and  a  few  roach.  On  the 
same  date,  Mr.  Barnett,  fishing  with  R.  Young, 
took  seven  good  jack,  the  best  fish  being  a  beauty 
weighing  141b.  On  the  13fch,  Mr.  Coggin  and  friend, 
fishing  with  F.  Willis,  took  four  jack,  the  best 
two  fish  weighing  61b.  and  91b.  ;  on  the  same  date 
Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  three  jack 
weighing  12Ib,  and  a  few  roach  on  the  11th.  Mr.  A. 
E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  R.  Young,  took  231b.  of  good 
roach,  and  twelve  jack,  six  of  which  were  retained. 
Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  three  jack 
weighing  171b.,  best  fish  91b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan  at  Sonning,  took  101b. 
of  roach  after  trying  hard  for  the  jack  nearly  all  day. 
Mr.  Norman  and  friend,  fishing  with  W.  Vaughan  the 
last  ten  days,  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  some  jack 
up  to  3Jlb.  Patrons  of  the  "  General"  also  enjoyed 
some  fair  sport.  Already  one  or  two  trout  have  been 
seen  on  the  move,  and  if  the  present  weather  lasts 
until  April  1  some  early  captures  should  result. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Barle  (Simousbath). — The  much-needed  rain  last 
week  has  considerably  improved  the  water,  since 
which  some  very  good  baskets  have  been  taken,  chiefly 
with  fly.  With  prospects  of  more  rain  we  look  for 
some  good  days  during  Easter. — Mabch  Beown. 

Cefni  (Anglesey), — Owing  to  the  cold  weather 
sport  has  been  good.  Mr.  Daniel  Owen,  fly  fishing, 
had  one  day  a  basket  of  fifteen,  another  day  eighteen. 
The  deaf  and  dumb  angler  has  been  doing  fairly  well 
worming.  When  will  the  Commissioners  fulfil  their 
long-deferred  promise  of  restocking  this  river? — W.  H. 

Crygyll  River  (Tycroes). — Mr.  Peacock,  Llan- 
gefni, got  ten  nice  trout  with  a  fly  on  Saturday 
(March  15).  The  cold  weather  is  telling  on  this  early 
river. — W.  H. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — North-westerly 
winds  have  spoilt  all  sport  for  the  past  week,  and 
catches  made  have  rarely  averaged  more  .than  half-a- 
.dozen.  The  water  is  bright  and  fine,  and  there  is  an 
almost  entire  absence  of  flies.  Captain  Bowyer  on 
Monday  hooked  a  fine  salmon,  and  after  having  good 
sport  for  nearly  an  hour  he  lost  it.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin, 
on  Thursday,  March  18,  had  a  basket  of  eighteen, 
amongst  which  were  some  really  fine  fish.  Messrs. 
Soper,  Garrow  Green,  H.  Full,  Salisbury,  and 
Thacker  have  each  made  small  catches.  The  weather 
is  clearing  up  much  better,  and  good  sport  is  anti- 
cipated during  the  next  week.  The  best  flies  are  Half 
Stone  and  Blue  Upright. — Devonian. 

Sden  (Carlisle). — We  want  a  spate,  and  we  want 
some  fresh  run  fish  up  the  river.  Those  now  in  the 
^ools  ar«  getting  rather  ^staie  and  shy  about  rising  a- 


the  fly.  Mr.  T.  Robinson  has  had  a  fish,  161b.,  in  the 
Wetheral  water ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Hills  one  161b ;  and  the 
keeper  one  171b.  in  the  Corby  water  ;  Mr.  Mason  Scott 
one  151b.  at  Syke  Foot ;  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell  two, 
151b.  and  311b.,  in  the  Warwick  Hall  water ; 
and  Mr.  Hollins  one  of  151b.  above  Armathwaite 
Weir.  Spring  fish  are  running  much  larger 
in  the  Eden  than  they  did  thirty  years  ago.  The 
common  weight  then  was  from  81b.  to  101b.  This  year 
about  forty  have  been  killed  with  the  rod  averaging 
151b.  Trout  are  now  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  except  in  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  river. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
the  close  season  for  several  of  our  freshwater  fish  has 
arrived  and  it  was  not  finished  up  by  any  record  fish  ; 
a  few  pike  and  some  roach  were  taken.  Only  a  few 
salmon  have  been  caught  by  the  rodsters,  and  another 
good  freshet  is  wanted.  The  trout  have  been  sporting 
fairly  well,  and  a  few  creels  have  been  filled  on  the 
Tiverton  and  up  Exe  waters.  Miss  Coombe  opened 
the  season  with  three  trout,  and  the  writer  had  one  of 
lib.  in  fair  condition. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiahe  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Mr.  Bil- 
linge,  the  Meyrick  Arms  Hotel,  was  out  four  times 
last  week  and  had  some  good  catches.  Two  anglers, 
in  a  short  time  on  Monday,  had  six  trout  averaging 
^Ib.  Until  we  have  a  few  daj's  of  hot  weather  for  the 
natural  flies  to  come  out  sport  will  be  meagre  and 
and  fitful.  The  wind  being  cold  from  every  quarter 
accounts  for  the  poor  sport  in  Anglesey  so  far  this 
season. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (ITortli  Wales). — The  weather 
has  been  very  indifferent  during  the  last  few  days,  one 
day  has  been  positively  hot  and  the  next  cold  and 
oqually.  The  baskets  have,  in  consequence,  varied 
very  considerably,  The  two  best  baskets  of  the  week 
are  twenty-one  trout  weighing  131b.  4oz.,  killed  by 
Mr.  F.  Crowther,  and  seventeen  trout  weighing 
111b.  4oz.,  killed  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Pine.  There  have  also 
been  several  baskets  of  eight  and  over.  Mr.  D.  W. 
Pine  has  already  killed  over  one  hundred  fish,  and 
Mr.  Crowther,  close  on  to  a  hundred.  The  flies  that 
do  best  this  year  are  a  couple  of  sizes  larger  than  those 
used  for  the  last  two  or  three  seasons.  On  warm  days 
there  are  considerable  numbers  of  flies  on  the  water. 
— Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  weather  has  been  rather  wild  and 
boisterous  lately,  and  not  in  favour  of  roach-fishing. 
However,  at  times  some  nice  fish  in  this  class  have 
been  taken,  principally  late  in  the  afternoon  and 
towards  dusk.  Many  rods  were  out  on  the  16th  inst., 
but  sport  was  not  good,  the  water  being  rather  bright. 
Rain  is  falling  as  I  write,  and  in  view  of  the  A.B.S. 
competition  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  23rd  inst.  a  few 
hours'  steady  downpour  would  be  welcome.  Before 
the  season  for  pike-fishing  closed  several  good  pike 
were  landed  in  the  upper  waters,  one  of  121b.  being 
caught  in  the  Rye  House  district.  The  perch  are  now 
heavy  in  spawn.  The  Stort  is  closed  to  all  angling, 
FrixJay,  the  14th  inst.,  being  the  last  day  of  the  season. 
Several  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move  lately  in  the 
Hertford  district  of  the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  roach  have  been  giving  good 
sport  here  during  this  last  week,  and  those  anglers 
that  were  out  have  been  well  satisfied.  The  best 
catch  was  151b.,  the  average  bag  being  about  101b. 
The  water  is  in  splendid  condition  and  some  good 
takes  may  be  expected. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
are  in  capital  condition  for  fishing.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  heavy  rain  fell  in  this  part  and  the  water  rose 
several  inches  and  coloured,  but  it  turned  fine  again 
and  the  water  soon  cleared  ;  the  ,fish  have  been 
more  inclined  to  rise  since,  and  there  has  been  a  good 
few  real  flies  out. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear  and  in  capital  order,  whilst  the  more 
favourable  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  brought 
out  more  flies.  Trout  are  now  beginning  to  rise  more 
freely  and  may  be  expected  to  continue  doing  so,  in 
which  case  sport  may  be  anticipated  in  the  coming 
week.  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Dark  Willow  have  done  best  up  to  the  present,  but  to 
these  may  be  added  March  Brown,  Mulberry  Dun, 
Olive  Dun,  Cowdung,  Silver  Twist  131ue,  and  Brown 
Spinner.  Trout  are  in  very  backward  condition. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongli). — The  pike-fishing  season 
finished  very  well  here,  and  conditions  were  favour- 
able for  sport  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  best 
results  were  obtained  at  Castor  and  Waternewton, 
where  Mr.  Ream  (Peterborough)  caught  two  weighing 
41b.  and  51b.  each,  Mr.  Strickson,  three  pike,  Mr. 
Jenner,  two  of  61b.  and  71b.  each,  and  Mr.  Jakes,  a 
pike  of  41b.  There  was  also  some  good  sport  at  Peter- 
borough amongst  the  sea  dace,  which  generally  come 
up  the  river  during  March  for  spawning.  Mr.  Ward 
and  Mr.  Jenner  were  fortunate  in  getting  amongst 
them,  the  latter  securing  about  fifty,  some  being  Jib. 
weigbt.  The  dace  are  moving  further  up  the  river, 
and  fttp  now  reported  to  be  at  Alw^lton.— I^..  A.  R. 


Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  has  run 
clear  and  low,  but  is  in  excellent  condition  for  the  fly. 
Fish,  however,  are  not  taking  well,  and  no  good  takes 
have  been  heard  of  up  to  the  present.  On  Wednesday 
(March  19),  there  was  a  rise  about  9  a.m.,  and,  accord- 
ing to  information,  much  earlier,  but  no  other 
throughout  the  day.  Some  March  Browns  appeared 
on  the  water  at  1  p.m.,  but  were  unheeded  by  the  fish. 
A  rod  at  Tipton  got  five  trout,  averaging  Goz.,  on  the 
Blue  Upright. — Heron. 

Ousa  (Holywell  Terry). — Weather  and  water 
combined  having  been  all  that  the  most  exacting 
angler  could  desire  during  the  last  week,  it  is  not 
astonishing  that  the  fish  taken  here  greatly  exceeded 
any  season  lean  remember,  roach,  IJlb.  and  l£lb.  being 
repeatedly  taken.  Wednesday  (March  12)  especially 
they  were  ravenous.  I  saw  one  gentleman's  little  lot 
— twenty  good  fish  between  lib.  and  l^lb. — and  on 
Friday  (March  14),  the  last  day,  the  topper  came,  21b., 
to  the  same  rod,  which  I  believe  he  is  having  set  up. 
Perch  were  also  feeding  well,  and  several  up  to  2Ib. 
were  landed,  tails  of  lobs  being  the  responsible  lure  in 
both  cases  ledgering.  Plenty  of  jack  were  also  got  by 
those  piking,  but  nothing  over  lO.^lb.,  so,  taking  things 
generally,  it  has  been  a  first-rate  finish  to  a  quiet 
season  here. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — A  few  nice  showers  have  kept  the 
rivers  in  good  order  ;  still  we  want  more  rain.  There 
are  a  few  kelts,  or  back  fish,  in  the  Plym,  and  the 
sooner  they  are  got  rid  of  the  better ;  if  they  cannot 
he  put  to  sea  they  should  be  destroyed  as  they  do  a 
lot  of  damage  to  the  young  trout  and  fry.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Dart,  and  the 
fish  were  in  very  fair  condition ;  one  friend  of  mine 
had  three  dozen  nice  ones.  I  also  saw  some 
quarter-pounders  that  were  taken  on  the  Tavy  on  the 
fly.  This  river  would  very  much  improve  if  the 
minnow  was  prohibited.  The  persistent  raking  of  this 
river  by  day  and  night  spoils  the  fishing  for  the  fly 
fisherman,  who  is  to  my  mind  the  true  sportsman. 
So  many  fish  are  foul  hooked  and  lost  at  night,  and 
this  makes  them  wary  of  rising  by  day. — William 
Hbarder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  now  in  ex- 
cellent order  for  spinning,  and  trout  fishers  who 
favour  this  class  of  sport  should  meet  with  success. 
Already  the  capture  of  some  good  fish  at  Uffington 
and  Cound  is  recorded,  Mr.  Lowe,  of  Shrewsbury, 
being  so  far  credited  with  the  best  creel  of  the 
season.  Ply  fishers  are  not  yet  likely  to  meet  with 
much  success,  but  the  March  Brown  (yellow-bodied 
for  preference)  fished  wet,  or  the  Red  Spinner 
may  possibly  account  for  one  or  two  fish.  For  those 
who  care  to  use  it  the  Alexandra  is  frequently  more 
killing  than  the  legitimate  patterns,  and  as  spinning 
is  freely  permitted  there  is  no  reason  why  it  may 
not  be  employed.  Some  big  Severn  pike  have  lately 
been  captured,  and  the  close  time,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  need  not  be  respected. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  through  the  past  week  mild  and  spring- 
like weather  has  prevailed  in  this  neighbourhood  and 
a  few  showers  of  rain  have  assisted  considerably  in 
keeping  the  water  in  all  these  rivers  in  good  condition. 
They  are  now,  as  for  some  time  past,  rather  below 
their  average  height,  but  a  very  general  complaint 
amongst  anglers  on  all  these  streams  is  that  very 
few  flies  are  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  and  few  fish 
rising.  The  chief  cause  of  this  was  supposed  to 
be  the  cold  north-east  wind  so  much  in  evidence  of 
late,  but  this  has  now  given  way  to  wind  from  more 
favourable  quarters,  and  prospects  of  better  sport  are 
now  more  hopeful.  Very  few  trout  have  yet  been 
taken  from  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  with  the  fly,  and 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tanat  have  afforded  little 
sport  up  to  the  present. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  and  water,  all  important  factors  in  matters 
piscatorial,  have  been  all  that  could  be  wished,  and 
anglers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  few  days  left  ere 
the  season  closed.  My  last  week's  Chichester  Canal 
news,  speaking  of  good  takes  of  perch  and  pike  was 
crowded  out,  but  at  the  end  of  the  week  a  fine 
perch  of  over  41b.  was  secured  by  a  visitor,  and 
a  local  man  "of  many  rods"  landed  a  pike  of 
over  12lb.  taken  on  live  gorge.  The  upper  portion  of 
the  Ouse  yielded  a  nice  pike  of  6Jlb.  and  a  brace 
of  smaller  fish.  I  have  no  news  from  the  Lewes  and 
Baroombe  district  so  infer  there  was  nothing  worth 
recording.  Some  of  our  southern  rivers  will  be  lefc 
open  for  roach  and  chub  until  the  end  of  the  month. 
Smelt  are  in  the  harbours  and  the  few  taken  are  up  to 
6  inches  in  length.  A  few  small  bass  are  also  notified. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Weather  still  cold,  waters 
clear,  rain  wanted  to  make  fishing  anyway  correct. 
The  new  trout  licence  of  5s.  comes  in  force  on  April  1, 
and  the  price  being  so  high  great  complaint  is  heard, 
as  other  Devon  licences  are  lower.  Flies  killing — 
March  Browns,  Blue  Upright,  Pheasant  Tails,  Red 
Hare,  and  Flax  Pahner. — Rdsty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fishing,  it  having  gone  down  and  cleared  nicely. 
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EASY 
CHAIR5 


Easy  Chairs  1 
for  Men's  Use  | 

The  "  LINCOLN  " 

6d 

The  "ASCOT" 

od  1 

The  "KELSEA" 

od 

The  "DIVAN" 

1155 

od 

Five  Hundred 
to  choose  from 


MAPLE  &  CO 

LONDON 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET 

DRYSHODfpRlol^sf 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  1/1  i. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St,,  E.G. 

Once  used  Always  used. 
Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Eoach     ...      Is.  6<i.  1    Per  100  yards. 
Barbel     ...      Zs.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  Od.  (  Green 
Salmon   ...      is.  8d.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New   "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M.  BARNES  »,^,.^52IJ^*'-^  A™  RETAIL 

FISHING  TACKI.I:  MAKER, 

1.  St.  Swlthln's  Square,  LllfCOiir. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGCOMIVIODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse.  etc., 

SHOULD  ADVERHSB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address.  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGIBRS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  aJl  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottinghim  "  Aerial" 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mj.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon "  gpinnerg  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  ' 


Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2cl.,  postagre  free. 

P'^''?  °1  =  3in.,  with  optional 

check,  16s.  ;  31in.  do.,  16s.  ;  4in.  do.,  17g.  ;  «in 
do.,  19«.  each.  Without  check:  4in.,  14s  6d  • 
«in  ,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb' 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  VUIa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

lestlmonlals  tree  oo  application. 


Just  Published. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbice     -     .     2s.  6d.  net. 

Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


[ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WAnEjjS]  I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS] 

ANDERSONS' s:SLWADERS 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached. 
For  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
»/-  pep  pair. 


MAGNIFICENT  °m 

BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  ofTer- 
ing  our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  «as/-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  WADERS  (55/- 
usually)  for  32S/S  cash 
with  order. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

5n&ia  IRubbcr  /lliamifacturers, 
37,  Queen  TTictoiyia,  Bti?eet,  X^ondon,  E.C 

I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS]  [ANDERSONV  uqlFm^al  WADERSJ 


THE   ELEVENTH  ANNUAL 


FISHERIES 


.  .  EXHIBITION 


AT 


The  Royal  Aquarium 

NOW  OPEN. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

I^IXTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

3IANUFACTURJ,B^    OF   FIRST-CLASS    RODS,    FLIES,    ANB  TACKLE. 

THE  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  ROD,  21/- 

I.<arg«   Stoolc  Of  B„„t  ca,„e  Rods,   «.ith    a„a    witHo.,*    Steel  Centres. 
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At  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  changed,  and  rain 
fell  heavily  on  Friday  (March  14),  which  caused  the 
river  to  colour  and  rise  about  a  foot,  but  it  soon  run 
off  again,  and  the  fall  of  rain  greatly  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport  in  this  part.  Rain  has  threatened 
since,  but  has  kept  off,  and  the  sun  shining  brightly 
during  the  day  has  made  a  good  few  natural  flies  come 
out.  March  Brown  has  not  shown  itself  as  yet  in  any 
numbers,  but  should  be  well  up  next  week. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  visited  with  a  good  fall  of  rain  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  which  caused  it  to  rise  and  change  colour,  but 
it  has  new  gone  down  again  and  cleared,  and  has  been 
improved  by  the  flush  of  water,  which  has  also 
improved  the  prospects  of  sport.  The  water  is  now  in 
capital  order  for  fishing,  and  the  weather  has  been  in 
every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out ;  the  fish  are 
now  rising  better  at  the  fly. — Worcestee. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Water  in  fair  order, 
and  several  fair  takes  of  trout.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Breconshire  County  Council,  Lord  Glanusk  (chairman) 
gave  notice  of  moving  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  Usk  Board  of  Conser- 
vators, the  G.W.R.  Company  (who  are  proprietors  of 
the  Brecon  and  Newport  Canal)  and  Monmouthshire 
County  Coimcil,  with  the  view  of  adopting  measures 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Usk  fisheries. — E,  J. 
Delafield. 

Welland  (Stamford).— The  river  Welland  has 
afforded  good  pike  fishing  during  the  season,  and 
many  from  Peterborough  have  participated  in  it ;  only 
end  of  last  week  Mr.  Warville  Vernon,  of  the  Theatre 
Royal,  caught  two  pike  weighing  between  41b.  and  61b. 
each,  and  Mr.  Green,  on  two  occasions,  secured  one 
pike  and  ten  pike  respectively. — E.  A.  S. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — I  caught  my  first  trout  of  the  Corona- 
tion year  in  the  Yore  on  Monday  (March  17).  It  was 
a  fairly  well  fed  fish  of  lib.,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  please  the  angling  editor  of  the  Yor-kshire  Weekly 
Post,  W.  C.  Platts,  Esq.,  to  know  that  it  was  captured 
with  his  fly,  the  "  Copper,"  with  which  I  rose  several 
other  fish  at  the  same  time.  I  failed  to  tempt  any- 
thing with  the  Snipe  and  Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa,  or 
Early  Brown.  Mr.  Piatt's  "  Copper,"  I  am  convinced, 
is  well  worth  a  trial  on  any  trout  stream.  The  few 
anglers  I  have  met  on  the  Yore  during  the  week  all 
complain  of  lack  of  sport,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
fishing  fly  up  stream  against  a  strong  wind,  and  both 
this  river  and  the  Swale  must  be  fished  well  in  front 
of  you  if  a  few  brace  of  trout  is  to  be  creeled  in  low 
and  clear  water ;  therefore  only  meagre  returns  are  to 
hand  from  the  latter  river  or  its  tributaries,  and  the 
few  anglers  out  up  the  Wharfe  have  had  poor  sport  up 
to  now.  On  Monday  there  was  a  fair  sprinkling  of 
anglers  out  on  the  river — case  of  the  early  angler 
attempting  to  catch  the  early  trout.  The  season 
opened  cold  and  breezy  under  a  "  blea  "  sky.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  Blue  Duns  (Waterhen  Bloas  as  they 
are  better  known  hereabouts),  which  hatched  out  about 
noon,  there  were  no  flies  out,  and  fish  did  not  rise, 
with  the  natural  consequence  that  the  general  result  of 
the  opening  day  was  a  beggarly  array  of  empty  baskets. 
The  luckiest  anglers  caught  a  brace  or  two  of  fish, 
and  the  best  dish  I  have  heard  of  was  one  of  half-a- 
dozen,  got  with  hard  work  by  one  of  the  best  fly-fishers 
in  Yorkshire.  Trout  that  were  caught  seemed  to  be  in 
fairly  forward  condition;  but  both  the  fish  and  the 
fishing  will  have  improved  by  Easter.  Last  week, 
through  a  clerical  error,  I  was  made  to  say  that 
Burnsall  Angling  Club  had  a  vacancy  or  two ;  it 
should  have  read,  "  Ilkley  Angling  Club."  Sport 
up  the  Nidd  has  been  bad,  but  it  should  improve 
in  a  few  weeks  under  favourable  conditions.  I  hear 
the  Nidderdale  Angling  Club  have  turned  some 
"  fresh  blood  "  into  their  water  recently.  They  have 
room  for  a  few  more  members ;  the  subscription  is 
only  10s.  per  annum  ;  monthly  ticket,  5s. ;  day  ticket, 
2s.  6d.  These  can  be  obtained  from  the  hon. 
secretary,  Nidderdale  Angling  Club,  Paleley  Bridge. 
The  Knaresborough  Angling  Club  have  recently 
purchased  1000  yearling  trout  for  the  same 
river,  and  have  put  in  another  900  from  their 
Nursery  pond.  The  Harrogate  Angling  Associa- 
tion and  the  Conservative  Angling  Club's  waters  are 
improved  by  adding  .500  fine  trout  .The  best  flies  for 
next  week  are  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Spring  Black,  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Early  Brown  and  Snipe  Boa. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-st.,  Leeds. 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  23.  per  dozen,  lliea 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  li.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Mxller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  St9,tjQQ- 
street,  LeedB.  TeleKrauu :  "Pi£cator,  Leed^." 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  entire  portion  of 
the  waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  Fisheries  Association  opened  on  Saturday  last. 
Spring  salmon  are  making  their  appearance.  Mr, 
Grant,  Buck  Hotel,  Langholm,  caught  a  fine  fish  in 
the  Esk  weighing  181b.  Mr.  Reid,  of  Newcastle, 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  211b.,  and  several  kelts  of 
various  sizes  which,  of  course,  were  returned.  Mr.  S. 
McKune,  Canonbie,  caught  a  nice  fish  of  81b.  in  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Little  has  been  done  in 
the  lower  reaches  below  the  Netherby  preserved  water 
up  to  time  of  writing. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgfay,  N.B.).  —  On 
Invercharron  waters  a  7Jlb.  salmon  was  landed  on 
Tuesday  (March  18)  by  Mr.  George  MacDonald  (head 
keeper)  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod.  On  the  Gruinard 
water  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  the  proprietor,  caught  two 
salmon  last  week,  and  on  Monday  (March  17)  one 
salmon,  they  averaged  from  91b.  to  101b.  Mr.  Coup- 
land  is  an  all-round  sportsman,  and  is  alike  successful 
with  rod  and  rifle.  Mr.  J.  A.  Young,  lessee  of  the 
Braelangwell  waters,  in  addition  to  several  fish  caught 
last  week,  landed  a  salmon  of  about  201b.  on  Monday. 
Scarcely  any  run  of  fish  as  yet. — B, 

Deveron  (Banffsbire). — For  the  past  week  the 
rod  and  net  salmon  fishing  on  the  river  Deveron  and 
district  has  been  very  unproductive.  The  water  con- 
tinues in  good  fishing  condition,  and  the  weather  has 
also  been  fresh  and  very  little  frost.  Of  course  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  salmon  would  be  so  numerous 
this  year  as  last,  seeing  that  grilse  were  backward. 
The  few  salmon,  however,  got  in  the  river 
to  date  by  the  net  fishermen  brings  the  total 
up  to  about  the  same  as  that  killed  last  spring.  On 
the  coast  fish  continue  very  scarce,  and  at  some  of  the 
stations  scarcely  a  fish  is  to  be  got  in  the  bag  nets. 
For  the  first  half  of  this  week  the  number  of  salmon 
taken  from  the  river  and  sea  was  about  twenty,  of  an 
average  weight  of  81b.  Several  trout  were  also  got 
weighing  lib.  each.  One  small  box  is  sent  daily  to 
the  market.  Anglers  are  getting  some  trout  on  the 
free  water  at  Banff. — H.  W. 

Locb  Tay  (Kenmore). — On  the  hotel  water  on 
March  12,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  killed  one  salmon  of  181b. 
On  March  13,  Mr.  Johnson  killed  one  salmon  of  201b. 
On  March  17,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  killed  one  salmon  of 
16Jlb.    Loch  in  good  ply. — Wm.  Knight. 

  (Killin,   N.B.)  —  On    March    12,    Mr.  J. 

Saville-Patmore  had  a  salmon  of  211b. ;  Mr.  A.  D. 
Paul  one  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Francis  Francis  one  of  161b. 
On  March  13,  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul  one  of  161b. ;  Mrs.  Francis 
Francis  one  of  241b.  On  March  14,  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  F.  Mappin  one  of  201b. ; 
Mr.  Ware  one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul  one  of  261b. 
— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  Portingfall.— On  March  8,  Mr.  Ford  Garth 
landed  a  salmon  of  241b.  On  the  Chesthill  water  Mr. 
McNaughton  had  one  of  151b.  On  March  10,  Mr. 
E.  Houghland,  fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  had 
one  of  221b.— P.  B.  Macphail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The 
weather  is  still  very  unsettled,  and  a  lot  of  fresh  snow 
has  come  down  the  river.  This,  of  course,  militates 
against  sport.  However,  since  last  report,  thirteen 
salmon  have  been  landed.  On  March  10  Mr.  Simpson, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  3.  On  11th 
Captain  Beauclerk  had  one  on  same  water.  On  12th 
Mr.  Landale,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Mr. 
Christy,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2 ;  Caxstain  Beau- 
clerk,  two  on  No.  4 ;  Mr.  Simpson  two — one  a 
20-pounder — on  No.  5 ;  and  Mr.  Eokroyd,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  13th  Mr.  Landale  had  a 
salmon  on  No.  3 ;  the  day  was  exceedingly  stormy, 
with  a  hurricane  blowing  from  south-east.  On  14th 
Mr.  Eckroyd,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  1, 
and  Mr.  Landale,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4  ;  and  on 
15th  Mr.  Simpson,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2. — B. 

North  -  Bast  of  Scotland.  —  There  has  been  a 
decided  falling  off  of  sport  on  the  reaches  of  the  Dee. 
On  the  royal  waters  at  Balmoral  the  prospects  of  a 
good  spring  are  now  well  assured.  Lord  Romford  is 
expected  to  fish  the  waters  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will 
stay  at  Craiggowan.  The  Prince  of  Wales  will  follow 
later  on,  but  his  movements  are  meantime  indefinite. 
On  the  Ballater  waters  Messrs.  Bristow's  party  are 
having  fair  sport.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  section 
Mr.  Hall  landed  three,  Mr.  Rhodes  two,  and  Captain 
Tillard,  R.N.,  three,  the  heaviest  weighing  201b. 
On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  water,  Mr.  King  landed  a  fish  of 
71b.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  water.  Lord  Ridley  had 
one  6.Jlb.  On  the  Forest  of  Birse,  Mr.  Burge  had  two. 
On  the  Dess  waters,  Mrs.  Crawshaw  and  Miss  Price 
creeled  twelve  for  the  week,  making  twenty-four  since 
their  arrival.  On  Kincardine  water,  the  Messrs. 
Deverill  had  thirteen  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b., 
Lord  Garrioch,  nine,  and  the  Hon.  Wm.  Brooks, 
eight,  heaviest  201b.  On  the  upper  Blackball,  Col. 
Eddes  and  Mr.  Locker  had  twenty  fish.  On  the 
Kingcaussie  section.  Miss  Fortescue  has  creeled 
sixteen  to  her  own  rod,  the  heaviest  weighing  181b. 
On  the  Alford  waters  Mr.  Murray  Haughton  creeled 
some  six  fish  since  the  opening,  which  speaks  well  for 
the  spring  season  on  the  upper  Don  waters.  On 


Ythan,  Messrs.  Clyne,  Duncan,  and  other  anglers  are 
getting  fair  baskets  of  finnook  with  an  occasional 
salmon.  On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  Wm.  Ingram  has  landed 
some  sixty  fish  with  the  fly,  averaging  about  lib.  each, 
and  his  fisherman  a  similar  number ;  while  Mr.  Forbes 
had  three  finnock  one  day  last  week  ;  Mr.  Cautly,  six, 
and  other  anglers  such  like  sport,  mostly  all  to  the  fly 
— the  Dandy,  a  local  sea-trout  lure  and  a  killing  one 
to  boot.    Salmon  are  still  scarce  on  the  coast. — G.  M, 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).  —  Since 
breaking  of  the  ice  to  March  6  the  angling  lessee 
caught  three  salmon,  weighing  from  91b.  to  201b.  On 
March  8  he  had  an  8-pounder ;  on  the  14th,  one  of 
91b. ;  and  on  the  15th,  one  of  71b.  The  weather  was 
very  stormy,  but  has  now  improved,  still  it  is  very 
cold,  though  dry  and  clear.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Very  disappointing  sport  is 
reported  this  week  from  all  the  rivers  in  this  district. 
The  water-bailiffs  report  that  the  kelts  are  very 
numerous  this  year  in  most  of  the  rivers.  In  some  of 
the  pools  they  appear  to  swarm  in  large  numbers. 
Nothing  is  doing  on  the  Annan  this  week,  and  several 
of  the  best  reaches  have  been  fished  blank.  No 
one  has  put  on  a  trout  fly  yet,  as  yellow  trout 
are  never  in  condition  in  March  in  the  rivers 
of  the  Solway.  In  the  Dumfries  Nith  no  spring  salmon 
have  been  caught  that  I  hear  of  since  the  river  opened 
its  angling.  Nothing  is  doing  on  the  Galloway  rivers 
of  the  Stewartry  as  also  in  Ayrshire.  In  the  Solway 
the  netters  have  been  taking  odd  spring  salmon  and 
some  beautiful  fish  of  over  201b.  are  reported.  Sea 
trout  have  not  commenced  to  run  in  the  firth,  and  they 
rarely  do  so  until  the  end  of  March  or  the  beginning 
of  April. — Heathbrbell. 

Tay. — The  river  is  at  present  in  good  order,  and 
fair  sport  is  being  got.  Colonel  Phillpotts,  fishing  on 
Burnmouth  water  on  12th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon  of 
211b. ;  on  14th  inst.  one  of  201b. ;  and  on  17th  inst. 
one  fish  of  141b.  Fishing  Benchill  water  on 
the  13th  inst.  the  same  gentleman  landed  two 
salmon  of  241b.  and  23Jlb.  Mr.  J.  H.  Douglas,  fishing 
on  Lower  Stanley  water  on  March  12,  landed  two 
salmon  of  201b.  and  211b.,  and  on  March  13,  on  Upper 
Stanley,  one  salmon  of  101b.  The  boatman  fishing 
Scone  Palace  water  on  March  14  landed  seven  clean 
salmon.  Upper  Reaches. — Fishing  Faskally  Tummel 
water  on  March  13,  Mr.  Macgregor  killed  a 
salmon  of  151b.  Out  from  Fishers'  Hotel,  Pit- 
lochry, on  March  12,  Major  McBain  landed  a  fine 
salmon  from  the  Dunkeld  water.  A  good  many 
whitling  have  been  killed  on  the  Tay  below  Perth. 
Col.  Braun,  Liverpool,  on  March  18,  landed  nine 
whitling ;  another  angler,  twenty-nine ;  others,  twenty- 
three  and  twenty  whitling  respectively. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  order  for  salmon 
angling  during  the  week,  and  the  weather  also  has 
been  favourable,  but  on  the  whole  sport  has  been 
rather  poor.  The  supply  of  spring  fish,  which  is  not 
very  abundant  anywhere,  is  very  limited  from  Kelso 
upwards — in  fact  one  or  two  of  the  best  stretches  have 
been  fished  blank.  I  may  mention  two  in  particular, 
Rutherford  and  Ednam  House,  the  latter  yielding  some 
forty  spring  salmon  last  season.  At  Sprouston  on 
Monday  (March  10),  Mr.  Tait  had  two  fish,  91b.  and 
71b.,  and  on  Wednesday  (March  12),  one  of  5Jlb.,  and 
on  Saturday  (March  15),  Mr.  Rennington  one  of  191b, 
On  Monday  (March  17),  Mr.  Kidson  had  two,  191b.  and 
91b.  On  Floors  lower  water,  on  March  13,  Mr.  Bow- 
hill  had  one  of  91b.  At  Birgham  on  March  13,  the 
Earl  of  Home  caught  one  of  71b.  At  Carham 
Mr.  Perkins  caught  eight  last  week.  At  the  Lees, 
Lady  Majoribanks,  Mr.  Swinton,  and  Mr.  Millar  have 
each  had  a  salmon.  At  Cornhill  Mr.  Lockhart  had 
three,  191b.,  71b.,  and  71b.,  and  on  the  Etal  water  Mr. 
Geo.  Turner  one  of  161b.  Trout  angling  with  fly  has 
not  fairly  started  yet,  but  one  or  two  good  baskets 
have  been  had  on  the  milder  days.  On  Friday 
(March  14)  Mr.  Cozens  had  ten  nice  trout  with  small 
minnow  in  the  strong  running  water  on  Teviot. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  streams  of  this  district 
are  mostly  low  and  clear.  On  the  Crumlin,  Glenavy, 
etc.  some  bags  of  Jib.  to  Jib.  trout  were  taken  since 
last  notes.  A  heavy  misfortune  befel  the  Muckamore 
reaches  of  the  Six-Mile  water  last  week ;  they  were 
poisoned,  and  hundreds  of  trout  from  Jib.  to  31b.  were 
killed  and  three  or  four  kelt  salmon.  The  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  will  hold  a  coarse  fishing  compe- 
tition at  Toome  on  Easter  Monday. — ^^J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). —  Sport  during  past 
week  has  been  very  indifferent,  the  water  being  far  too 
low  for  the  time  of  year.  I  can  only  hear  of  following 
takes  :  On  Ardmulchan,  one  of  161b.  by  Mr.  Francis 
Ley.  On  Lower  Black  Castle,  two  of  221b.  and  201b. 
by  Mr.  FitzHerbert's  fisherman,  and  on  Upper  Black 
Castle  seven,  of  291b.,  221b.,  211b.,  201b.,  181b.,  181b.  and 
161b.,  by  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  friends.  There  will  be 
little  sport  until  we  get  a  flood.— Claeet  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  river 
was  in  good  fishing  order  during  the  past  week.  T. 
Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  four  splendid  fresh  run  salmon 
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of  13Jlb.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  8Jlb.  on  March  13  and 
15 ;  and  W.  Despard  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  At 
time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  good  ply,  and  a  good 
show  of  salmon  in  the  various  pools  of  the  river. — 
M.  EoGAN  AND  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — All  the  streams  are  in 
need  of  rain  to  raise  them ;  some  fell  this  week,  but 
not  sufficient  to  be  of  any  practical  use. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).— Constables 
Miller,  and  Eutledge  caught  several  fine  brown  trout 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Erne  at  Balleek  during 
the  past  week  of  4Jlb.,  2^1b.,  and  21b.  The  river  is  at 
present  is  fine  trouting  order,  and  favourable  angling 
weather  prevails.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Generally  speaking  sport  has  been 
very  bad  at  salmon,  but  anglers  have  not  been  much 
in  evidence.  Brown  trout  are  giving  some  fair  sport 
at  times  on  those  rivers  where  those  fish  have  been 
specially  angled  for. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes.— Sport  has  not  improved.  The 
weather  has  been  favourable  enough  and  the  waters 
in  order,  but  salmon  have  not  been  in  good  rising 
humour. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Biver  (co.  Cork).  —  Sport  still  continues 
very  indifierent,  rain  is  much  needed.  During  the 
past  week  the  following  have  been  successful :  General 
Fitzgerald,  one  111b. ;  Major  Adamson,  one  81b. ;  H. 
Austen,  one  91b. ;  P.  Dale,  one  BJlb. ;  M.  Lyons,  one 
61b. ;  H.  Vaughan  Clark,  two  14Jlb.  and  5^1b. ;  S. 
Haynes,  one  7Jlb.  Trout  anglers  are  also  having  very 
poor  sport.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lougrh  Corrib  (Kil'beg',  co.  Galway). — Not  much 
fishing  here  since  the  season  opened  until  last  week, 
when  Mr.  P.  Lydon,  trolling,  killed  twelve  trout  and 
four  pike  in  two  days,  largest  three  trout  weighed 
101b.,  largest  pike  weighed  231b.,  which  was  caught 
on  the  spoon.  Pike  are  now  coming  into  low  water 
spawning,  and  are  killed  from  the  shores  by  spears  and 
other  weapons. — Tom  Muephy. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  very  backward,  though  the  weather 
has  been  favourable  and  the  water  in  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Captain  P.  W.  Jones,  of  Abberley 
Hall,  Stourport,  landed  three  fine  brown  trout  of  5Jlb., 
31b.,  and  IJlb.,  all  in  perfect  condition  on  March  13. 
Mr.  W.  Gallagher  caught  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  51b. 
on  March  18.  Trout  were  rising  to  the  fly  during  the 
past  week,  and  some  fair  specimens  of  the  famous 
gillaroo  trout  and  brown,  trout  were  taken. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Mourne    (Newtonstewart,    oo.     Tyrone). — 

Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Mourne  and  its  numerous 
tributaries  on  Easter  Tuesday.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUeu  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  unsettled.  Mr.  Wilson  on 
March  14  lost  a  new  fish  after  some  time  playing, 
and  returned  seven  kelts ;  some  of  them  fought  well. 


Mr,  E.  H.  Perry  Knox  on  March  13  and  14  returned 
twenty-one  kelts.  Trouting  on  the  Lower  Moy  good, 
Both  loughs  are  high  at  present. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Water  in  first-class 
order,  and  weather  most  favourable.  On  Doonass,  on 
March  12,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon,  of 
131b.  and  30Jlb. ;  on  the  13th,  two  salmon  of  261b. 
and  391b. ;  on  the  15th,  one  salmon  of  231b.  On  New- 
garden,  the  fishermen  on  the  14th  killed  one  salmon, 
25Jlb. ;  on  the  18th,  one  salmon,  281b.  On  Prospect, 
on  the  17th,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  40Jlb. 
On  Landscape,  on  the  12th,  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  231b. ;  on  the  16th,  one  salmon,  311b.  On 
Woodlands,  on  the  15th,  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  401b. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Only 
three  salmon  have  been  brought  to  boat  this  week, 
two  of  which  were  taken  on  my  preserves  by  the 
brothers  Grimes.  They  weighed  respectively  171b. 
and  141b.  The  third  fish,  which  scaled  121b.,  was 
captured  on  the  free  water.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  good  sport  in  April,  the  month  for  big  salmon  at 
Killaloe.  As  English  fishermen  are  beginning  to 
come  over  here  for  the  fishing,  could  I  ask  them  to 
send  me  on  Tuesday  evening  in  each  week  a  list  of 
any  salmon  they  may  have  captured — that  is,  if  they 
care  to  have  their  fish  mentioned  in  my  river  reports. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Some  fair  takes  of  good  codling  have  been 
landed  from  the  vicinity  of  South  Foreland.  Mr. 
Herbert  landed  with  ten  good  ones,  while  others 
landed  with  fair  takes. — Edwd.  Hangbe  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Fljrmouth. — We  have  had  good  weather  during  the 
last  week  and  fishermen  have  been  going  out  nearly 
every  day.  The  pollack  have  come  inside  the  break- 
water, and  are  being  taken  both  at  the  eastern  and 
western  entrance ;  they  are  taking  the  black  and  red 
sand  eel.  Some  very  large  pollack  were  taken  on 
Thursday  (March  13)  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm,  some 
of  them  weighing  over  121b. ;  these  were  taken  on  the 
flat  worm  bait,  which  being  cut  on  a  curl  twists  about 
very  naturally  in  the  water,  and  looks  quite  lifelike. 
The  rod  fishermen  at  the  various  piers  have  been  having 
fairly  good  sport  with  small  bass  and  pollack.  The 
smelt  fishing  is  not  so  good  this  week  as  last ;  there  has 
been  a  lot  of  blasting  going  on  with  the  deepening  of 
the  harbour,  and  I  am  afraid  there  has  been  a  certain 
amount  of  the  same  with  the  fishermen  above  water. — 
William  Heaedbb  (B.S.A.S.) 

Wesmiouth. — The  fishing  here  during  the  past 
week  has  been  splendid.  Last  Wednesday  evening 
there  were  twenty  to  thirty  rods  going  on  the  landing 
stage,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  six  hundred  bass 
were  taken.  Good  catches  have  been  had  at  other 
evening  tides.  The  fishing  in  the  bay  has  also  been 
very  good. — Sea  Bbeam. 


Jlssociafiotts 

(Speciaii  Meetings). 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Tlmrsday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
28i/f.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  presided  on  Monday  night  at 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
when  special  business  was  brought  forward.  There 
was  a  crowded  attendance,  sixty  clubs  being  repre- 
sented.   The  alteration  of  certain  rules  occupied  a 


good  deal  of  the  delegates'  time.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  matters  before  the  meeting  was  a  resolu- 
tion brought  forward  by  Mr.  Harwood,  which  sought 
to  increase  the  sizes  of  fish  allowed  at  present  to  be 
taken  in  the  Association's  waters.  Mr.  Harwood 
moved  that  the  following  bo  the  sizes  in  the  future : 
Roach,  Sin. ;  dace,  7in.  ;  perch.  Sin, ;  and  bream, 
12in.  The  first  three  measurements  were  an  increase 
of  lin.,  and  the  bream  2in.,  on  the  present  standards. 
A  long  discussion  took  place,  in  which  the  benefits 
and  the  disadvantages  of  such  a  departure  were 
brought  forward.  Some  delegates  were  in  favour  of 
the  alteration,  others  against,  and  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  matter  was  one  for  the  clubs  themselves  to 
arrange,  as  at  present  they  could  weigh  in  fish  of 
different  sizes  from  the  Thames,  Lea,  and  open 
waters.  One  delegate  said  this  would  give  rise  to 
"squabbles"  at  the  clubs,  and  another  remarked 
that  the  proper  course  would  be  for  the  clubs  to 
adopt  a  universal  standard  of  fish.  Mr.  Manning 
said  he  should  like  to  see  the  Conservators  of  the 
Thames  and  Lea  raise  the  sizes  of  fish.  Mr.  Barber 
observed  that  the  matter  applied  to  their  own 
waters,  and  what  could  they  do  better  than  look 
after  their  private  fisheries?  The  chairman  said 
his  opinion  was  that  the  matter  was  one  which  must 
come  through  the  influence  of  the  clubs  themselves, 
to  which  Mr.  Harwood  retorted  that  he  thought  it 
was  "a  pity  if  they  could  not  furnish  their  own 
house  a  little  bit  " ;  it  would  be  an  example  to  the 
clubs.  Eventually  Mr.  Harwood  withdrew  his  reso- 
lution, at  the  same  time  remarking  that  he  should 
keep  pegging  away  at  the  matter  for  another  ten 
years  if  necessary.  The  affiliated  clubs  are  to  further 
consider  it.  Nominations  for  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, committee,  etc.,  were  received.  During  the 
evening  cheques  to  the  value  of  £34  were  voted  in 
payment  of  rented  waters,  salaries,  and  a  grant  of 
£15  divided  between  the  Windsor  and  Eton  and 
Henley  Fish  Preservation  Societies.  The  visiting 
officers,  Messrs.  Manning,  Harris,  Rowles,  and 
Abrahams,  made  their  usual  reports. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday,  the  14th,  when 
grants  amounting  to  £14  6s.  were  made.  Secretaries 
please  note  that  the  committee  will  not  meet  on 
Friday,  the  28th,  it  being  Good  Friday.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  announcing  the  receipt  of  £7  123.  6d. 
from  the  Hoxton  Brothers  box  and  133.  6i.  from  the 
Crown  and  Buckland  box. 

(Foueteenth  Lea  Competition,  March  23.) 

The  following  gentlemen  and  societies  have 
promised  prizes  :  Izaak  Walton ;  Mr.  Maybury,  Mr. 
Freidlander,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  Mr.  B.  Head, 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Messrs.  Peek  &  Sons. 
Competitors  will  not  be  allowed  to  travel  by  train, 
cycle,  or  motor  car  to  obtain  swims  ;  by  so  doing 
they  will  be  disqualified.  The  collecting  boxes  will 
be  carried  by  Messrs.  G.  Hunt  and  J.  Jeffries  (two 
good  workers).  S.  Mabby,  Hon.  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

On  Wednesday  last  the  usual  business  was  trans- 
acted and  reports  received  from  agents.  Good 
discussion  on  matters  connected  with  the  various 
competitions  of  the  society  ensued,  resulting  in 
many  useful  recommendations  for  the  future, 
matters  which  will  receive  the  fullest  consideration 
from  the  committee.  Mr.  Graham  reported  that 
a  few  dabs  were  being  taken  at  Southend  and 
codling  were  being  caught  at  Deal ;  but  sea-fishing 
everywhere  was  stated  to  be  very  scant.  The 
Jackson  pier  at  Dover  was  stated  to  be  open  to  the 
public  for  fishing,  and  pollack  had  been  reported  in 
the  bay.  The  intention  of  the  Government  to 
construct  steamers  for  observation  of  fish  habit  at 


MALGOM&GO. 

* '  Featherweight ' ' 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  says: 
"  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

— Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 

"This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30, 1900. 

3,  Green  Street, 
i:<e:ic£:ste:r  square. 


THE  RIYER^^EE  FISHERY, 

CORWEN,   NORTH  WALES. 

FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 

Water  Strictly  Preserved  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  Century,  and  the  length  of  Bank 
is  upwards  of  12  Miles. 

FOB   AXGLIXa  ONLY. 

Open  to  Ailgld'S/oi-  Tivilt.  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch  and  Eeh,  hut  not  SALMOS  or  SEA  TllOl'T : 

Season    £1   1    O  |  Weekly    £0   6   O  |    Day    £0   1  6 

No  weekly  or  day  tiukets  are  issued  to  Professional  Fislieimeii,  wiiethei-  residing  iu  Corweu  or  not. 
For  Anglers  residing  or  stayituj  within  three  mile.'s  of  the  town  of  Corwen,  for  SAL3WX,  Sea  Trout, 
Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch  and  'Eelg: 

Season    £2   O   O  |   Weekly    £0  12   6  |   Day    £0   6  O 

N.B. — Tile  following  licenses  (issued  by  tlie  Bo.iid  of  Dee  Conservatoi-s)  are  re(iuired  by  Anglers 
for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  in  addition  to  the  Tickets  supplied  by  the  Corwen  J'ishin;;  .Association  : 

Season  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  License    £1    O   O  g 

Weekly  do.  do.    £0  10  O 

Day  do.  do.    £0   S  O 

No  Salmon  Tickets  are  issued  to  Professional  Fishenuen,  whetliei-  residing  in  Cor»'en  or  not. 

TICKET  STATIONS. 

Fishing  Tickets  may  be  had  fi'om  the  following  pei'sons  : 
Coi-med-'Mr.  John  Roberts,  (Iwen  Glyndwr  Hotel ;  Mr.  \\'.  .T.  Stansfleld,  Meirion  House. 
Carrog^ilT.  Wilcox,  Grouse  Hotel  ;  Jlr.  Roberts,  Post  Otlice  :  Mr.  lIoiTis,  Station  Master. 
Cynu-yd — Mr.  Jones,  Lion  Inn  ;  Mr.  Davies,  Prince  of  Wales  Inn  ;  Mr.  Eastick,  station  Master, 

W.  J.  STAXSFIELD,  Secretary,  Corwen. 
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Bea  by  proparly  appointed  commissioners  was 
received  with  much  appreciation  by  the  members  — 
W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  R.  Williams  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  reported  fishing  at  Pulborough,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  season,  taking  many  good  roach  up  to 
IJlb.,  also  bream.  Mr.  Beamont,  roach  from  Brox- 
bourne.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  sea  fishing  (at 
Ramsgate)  with  very  meagre  result.  Two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  several  books  were  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  Dr.  Ladell  and  M^.  Dryden. 
A  very  attractive  programme  is  in  course  of  prepar- 
ation for  the  concert  on  April  8.— Sec.  pro  tern. 


^offings      i^c  ^ag. 

Man  is  not  realhj  man  until  /le  pifl;/s.— Schiller. 


St.  Maegaeet's  will  be  the  scene  of  the  angling 
competition  on  Sunday,  March  23,  in  aid  of  the 
A.ngler's  Benevolent  Society's  Fund.  The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  will  run  a  special  excursion  at  low 
fares,  and  a  very  large  number  of  competitors  is 
expected  on  the  banks  of  the  Lea.  Prizes  are  coming 
in  fast,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  redoubt- 
able "  Sam  "  Malby  will  be  well  supported. 


Teotty  Veck,  in  "  The  Chimes,"  declared  that  if 
the  dinner  he  was  enjoying  was  provided  every  day, 
"  no  constitution  could  possibly  stand  it."  I  have  dined 
lately  with  the  Fly  Fishers,  the  British  Sea  Anglers,  the 
Greshamites,  and  others,  and  though  I  am  beginning  to 
envy  the  ostrich  his  digestion,  I  am  determined^  at 
any  cost,  to  be  with  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday, 
April  14.  This  function  will  take  place  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  and  ladies  will  be  present.  After  that  I 
shall  not  dine  again  until  June,  for  I  intend  to 
cultivate  a  healthy  appetite  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the 
King's  hospitality.  Yes  I  His  Majesty  has  invited 
"  Dragnet  "  to  dinner,  and  knowing  I  am  fond  of  com- 
pany, Edward  VII.  has  kindly  asked  499,999  loyal 
Britons  to  dine  with  me.  I  shall  get  myself  "  up  to 
the  nines  "  for  the  occasion. 


"On  a  raw  and  cheerless  morning,  a  week  or  two 
ago,"  writes  a  Grimsby  journalist  to  "  M.  A.  P.,"  "  a 
somewhat  delicate-looking  little  man,  enveloped  in  a 
heavy  fur-lined  coat,  wps  observed  flitting  about  '  down 
docks '  at  one  of  our  large  fishing  ports.  Now  and 
again  he  was  jostled  unceremoniously  by  some  great 
hulking  '  lumper,'  but  he  did  not  seem  to  mind.  It 
was  Mr.  Frank  Bullen,  prose-poet  and  lecturer,  '  artist 
and  colourman  in  words.'  He  was  paying  a  flying 
visit  to  see  with  his  own  eyes  how  some  of  the  fish  is 
brought  in  alive.  '  How  do  you  think  they  keep  halibut 
ahve  and  fresh  all  the  way  from  the  fishing  grounds," 
he  remarked  a  day  or  two  later.  '  They  tie  the  fish 
together  by  the  tail  and  hang  them  in  the  sea,  and 
when  landed  their  tails  are  in  many  cases  nearly 
severed.'  Mr.  Bullen  thinks  it  is  time  the  S.P.C.A. 
moved  in  the  matter." 


In  continuation  of  "  Dragnet's  "  late  yarn  anentan 
old  lady's  horror  at  folks  fishing  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  reply  of  the  sinner  (peclicur  or  pecheur)  who  would 
nainimise  her  idea  of  resultant  perdition,  here  is  a 
view  of  its  appreciation  in  this  part  of  the  continent— 

She  meant  that  the  fellows  would  fail  to  reach 
heaven  if  they  did  that,"  suggested  the  raconteur ; 
"  but,  if  they  were  average  Anglais,  of  what  use  would 
it  be  for  them  to  go  there  when  they  could  not  speak 
French?"    [Thanks,  "  Benwyan."] 

A  QUERY  has  been  sent  to  this  oUice  which  should 
evidently  have  been  sent  to  that  enterprising  con- 
temporary, the  Shooting  Times.  "  What  is  the  best 
way  to  make  rabbits  bolt  from  their  holes?  "  I  am 
not  much  of  a  shootist  myself,  but  I  should  think 
Mark  Twain's  advice  on  this  point  is  admirable—"  Sit 
down  beside  the  hole  and  make  a  noise  like  a  turnip  " 
Rabbits  are  very  fond  of  turnips,  and  this  plan  should 
.be  successful. 


I  think  "the  Mick,"  or  someone  else  of  a  similar 
turn  of  mind,  must  be  responsible  for  a  new  Army 
Order,  which  I  am  told  has  been  recently  promulgated, 
to  the  efiect  that  non-coms,  entitled  to  wear  mufti 
may  leave  the  barracks  in  plain  clothes,  but  must  on 
no  account  enter  the  gates  except  in  uniform.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  order  does  not  explain  how  this  is  to  be 
managed,  which  is  a  pity. 


There  are  few  authors  who  have  created  such  a 
sansation  as  Mr.  Hall  Caine.  The  Christian  Globe  of 
the  week  contains  the  opening  chapters  of  what  it 
esteems  his  greatest  work.  With  this  number  a 
splendid  plate,  entitled  "  Wrecked,"  is  given  away. 


I  HAD  the  pleasure  of  presiding  at  the  Lyohnobite 
smoker"  at  the  Champion  Hotel  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  and  was  faced  by  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais 
the  society's  genial  host.  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  and  the 
members  of  the  committee  must  have  worked  hard, 
and  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  splendid  success.  A 
benevolent  object  was  well  supported,  and  the  concert 
was  an  artistic  treat.  Whatever  the  "  Lychnos  "  find 
to  do  they  do  with  all  their  might,  and  it  would  take 
a  page,  which  space  cannot  be  spared,  to  do  their 
concert  justice. 


A  question  which  will  just  now  be  exercisino-  the 
™wu    °^  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is. 

What  will  the  weather  be  at  Easter  ?  "  Now  at  St. 
Dunstan's  House  we  are  nothing  if  not  enterprising, 
and  in  order  to  be  of  as  much  service  to  the  public' 
especially  the  angling  public,  as  possible,  I  have' 
utterly  regardless  of  expense,  procured  the  best  expert 
opinion  available.  Here  it  is:  "  Fair  generally,  with 
rain  m  places,  and  perhaps  wind."  This  must  be 
correct.  If  the  weather  is  fair— there  you  are  If  it 
rains,  you  must  be  in  one  of  the  "places,"  and  if  rude 
Boreas  should  bluster,  you  are  having  a  dose  of 
"  perhaps  wind." 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  Mr.  Charles 
Hussey  of  some  of  his  new  photographs,  and  am  glad 
to  see,  from  the  evidence  of  his  camera,  that  he  is 
recovering  from  the  long  and  painful  illness  from 
which  he  has  suffered  all  through  the  winter.  The 
pictures— and  I  use  the  term  advisedly— are,  as  usual 
excellent.  "  The  Lifeboatman  "  is  a  fine  study  of  the 
'^IP  ^^^^  °^  ^  member  of  the  Deal  lifeboat  crew. 
'The  Cloud-capt  Hill"  and  "Ramsgate  Fishing 
Boats  show  admirably  the  possibilities  of  the  hand 
camera  m  skilled  hands,  and  a  new  series,  "British 
Sea-Birds,"  should  be  of  great  value  to  the  students  of 
marine  ornithology.  "Our  Canaries"  is  another 
capital  snapshot.  Fidgety  sitters  these  must  be  and 
as  there  are  forty-four  of  them  in  one  cage,  only  a  very 
rapid  exposure  could  have  been  possible,  but  every  bird 
is  perfectly  distinct.  Mr.  Hussey's  hand  has  evidently 
not  lost  Its  cunning,  as  all  these  photographs  are  up 
to  the  high  standard  of  "  What's  that  on  the  Good- 
wins ?  "  and  his  other  illustrations,  which  last  year 
did  so  much  to  popularise  the  Corporation  Guide  to 
Deal.  I  congratulate  my  friend  on  the  success  of  his 
pictures,  and,  like  Oliver  Twist,  "  ask  for  more." 

At  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner  Mr.  Harrison  Hill  was 
one  of  the  vocal  stars  of  the  evening.  He  sang  a 
capital  song  in  which  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  was  the 
centra,!  figure.    To  this  song  Mr.  Harrison  Hill  added 

the  following  impromptu  verse  :  

If  I  were  only  Joseph  what  a  fisher  should  I  be 
I  d  cast  my  line,  for  Auld  Lang  Syne 
Across  the  Atlantic  Sea ;  ' 
Three  thousand  miles  of  water  I'd  play,  and  then 
I  d  note 

A  splendid  fish   upon  my  hook  — His  Excellency 
Uhoate.  •' 

I'd  tell  him,  as  Lord  Denbigh  did,  if  I  were  Joseph 

His  coming  here  would  intertwine  the  rods  across 
the  sea, 

Yes  !  we  have  safely  landed  him  across  the  ocean 
wide, 

He  sits  where  Stars  and  Union  Jack  hang  closely 
side  by  side. 


TWO  members  of  the  North  London  Angling  Society 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  good  sport.  At  Fordino- 
\V  ¥n  •  Bannister  had  a  grand  take  of  roach  on 
March  10,  his  total  catch  being  681b.  (heaviest  lib. 
14|oz  Mr  Coomber  weighed  in,  on  March  IG  six 
dace  from  the  Lea  (heaviest  llf  jz.,  the  smallest  11  oz  ) 
ihis  club  announces  a  visit  on  Monday,  March  24. 

Sir  Hbkbeet  Maxwell  told  a  good  story  of  Conan 
Doyle  at  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  dinner. 
Conan  Doyle  has  not  gone  so  far  as  "Rudyard"  in 
deprecating  the  sports  of  "flannelled  fools"  and 

muddied  oafs,"  but  the  worthy  doctor  does  seem  to 
thmk  that  the  sporting  spirit  runs  a  little  too  much  to 

f.  y^^^"^  ""^^  '^'^   South  Africa  the  doctor 

attended  three  oflicers  sick  with  fever.  The  ruling 
passion  was  strong  even  in  hospital,  and  far  away  from 
Sandown  and  Goodwood.  Just  before  the  doctor  went 
round  m  the  morning  each  patient  put  a  half-crown 
in  a  basin,  and  the  one  whose  temperature  was  hit^hest 
took  the  pool.  ° 


In  his  book,  "  Memories,  Grave  and  Gay,"  Dr.  John 
Kerr  relates  many  amusing  stories  of  his  adventures 
as  an  inspector  of  schools  in  Scotland  during  thirty- 
six  years.  On  one  occasion  he  was  examining  a  class 
in  mathematics,  and  put  the  following  question  to  a 
bay  :  If  a  salmon  weighed  ten  pound=,  and  it  was  to 
be  sold  at  twopence  a  pound,  what  would  it  be  worth  ?  " 
The  lad,  who  was  the  son  of  a  fishmonger,  hastily 
replied,  "  It  wad  na  be  worth  a  curse  1 " 


"  The  pleasures  of  fly  fishing,"  says  an  evening 
contemporary,  "  like  a  taste  for  olives,  or  a  passion 
for  golf,  will  always  remain  somewhat  a  mystery  to 
the  uninitiated.  It  is  with  a  feeling  akin  to  pity  that 
the  unregenerate  sceptic  watches  the  imperturbable 
gravity  of  the  occupants  of  punts  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Thames.  Time  or  temperature  have  no  place 
m  their  philosophy,  nor,  according  to  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Choate,  have  the  fish.  The  American  Ambassador 
made  a  clever  attempt  to  define  the  subtle  gratification 
derived  by  the  disciples  of  old  Izaak.  The  catching  of 
a  trout  is  an  incident  agreeable,  and  even  desirable,  in 
its  way,  but  by  no  means  essential  to  the  day's  enjoy- 
ment. The  essence  of  the  angler's  art  lies  in  the 
development  of  such  qualities  as  appetite,  health,  and 
good  nature.  It  may  well  be  believed  that  these 
blessings  must  have  been  cultivated  to  a  rare  pitch  of 
perfection  in  the  man  who  can  pass  eight  or  ten 
unbroken  hours  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation. 
The  saving  of  brain  and  bodily  tissues  must  be 
enormous.  But  the  true  angler  must  be  born,  not 
made.  Only  the  very  few  possess  the  consummate 
patience  and  phlegmatic  calm  necessary  to  appreciate 
the  appalling  monotony  of  watching  a  patch  of  water 
and  an  unresponsive  line  from  one  week's  end  to 
another."  [Well,  if  this  is  "  fly  fishing  "  I  think  I'll 
go  back  to  eel-bobbing.] 


The  Tale  op  an  Eel. 
He  was  an  angler  blithe  and  gay, 
Who  to  the  water  made  his  way. 
Resolved  upon  the  bank  to  stay 

In  expectation 

Of  something  big,  a  blissful  dream 

Of  "whopper"  roach  or  monster  bream, 

Such  as  dwell  only  in  the  stream— 

"  Imagination." 
What  made  him  give  a  sort  of  sob 
When  downwards  went  the  goose-quill  "bob"? 
What  was  it  caused  his  heart  to  throb  ?— 

Anticipation. 
But  when  he  raised  the  line  so  firm 
And  saw  an  "elver"  upwards  squirm, 
He  fully  realised  the  term 

"  Realisation." 

His  spirits  sank.    He'd  eat  his  bat 
If  he  had  ever  come  for  that. 
For  many  seconds  thus  he  sat 

In  contemplation. 

Convinced  was  he,  as  home  that  day 
With  empty  creel  he  made  his  way. 
He  must  have  laboured  under  a 

Hallucination. 

— S.  E.  B. 


In  his  "  Miscellaneous  Works,"  Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton refers  to  an  old  Welsh  farmer  who  lived  near 
Festiniog  as  a  curious  instance  of  progeny.  He  died 
105  years  old,  and  had  married  three  times.  By  his 
first  wife  he  had  thirty  children,  by  his  second  ten,  and 
by  the  third  four  more.  His  last  child  was  eighty 
years  younger  than  the  eldest.  There  were  eight 
hundred  descendants  present  at  the  old  farmer's 
funeral. 


I  have  heard  of  Homer's  Iliad  being  packed  into  a 
nutshell,  and  really  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which 
opened  on  Tuesday  (March  18)  at  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
is  almost  as  good  an  example  of  multmn  in  parvo'. 
The  exhibition  is  not  a  large  one,  but  well  worth  a  visit 
from  anglers,  as  there  are  many  fishermen's  appliances, 
novel  and  useful,  worthy  of  attention.  Here  anglers 
in  fresh  or  salt  water  are  able  to  see  every  kind  of  rod 
that  is  manufactured,  and  the  reels,  lines,  tackle, 
boxes,  and  bait  are  in  great  profusion,  so  that  the 
most  fastidious  and  enthusiastic  fisherman  may  see 
exactly  what  he  requires.  Boats  for  fishermen,  tents 
for  fishermen,  and  waterproof  clothes  for  fishermen 
show  how  well  anglers  are  cared  for— by  people  who 
have  goods  to  sell.  Small  collapsible  boats  and 
several  launches  with  a  new  motor  are  among  the 
attractive  river  craft  on  view. 

****** 

An  extended  notice  is  reserved,  but  here  I  urge 
anglers  to  see  the  show  at  once.  The  exhibition  will 
be  open  until  April  15,  but  opportunities  will  be 
wanted  for  more  than  one  visit.  Hardy  Brothers, 
Alnwick,  have  a  splendid  show.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  of 
St.  John-street-road,  E.G.,  are  well  to  the  front,' as 
usual ;  and  Ogden  and  Scotford,  Cheltenham,  exhibit 
rods,  flies,  and  tackle  which  will  sustain  their  great 
reputation.  Malcom  &  Co.  show  waders  and  water- 
proofs which  would  have  kept  Noah  dry  without  his 
ark.  As  I  have  said,  I  must  return  to  this  exhibition 
again,  so  now  only  add  that  Mr.  Ritchie  provides  a 
most  attractive  show  of  a  general  character.  The  wire- 
less telegraphy  is  wonderful.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  fish 
will  not  get  hold  of  it  and  give  the  tip  to  each  other 
how  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  Dragnet, 


Makch  22,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


211 


Provifieial  Angling  |iotes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on  Thursday, 
March  27,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
Wth.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  26. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  now  face  to  face  with  the  close  season,  and 
our  cluhs  should  now  set  to  work  to  make  their 
arrangements  for  the  coming  season.  Contests  and 
outings  of  course  will  have  to  take  place,  and  those 
railway  companies  who  are  the  first  to  grant  the 
Birmingham  Association  the  privilege  direct,  indepen- 
dent of  the  P. A. A.,  should  receive  the  best  support. 
Already  a  number  of  the  clubs  have  fixed  both 
date  and  place  for  their  contests,  but  it  very 
much  remains  with  the  various  railway  companies 
as  to  how  these  details  will  be  carried  out.  A 
special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  (March  13), 
when  the  important  minute  dealing  with  the  Birming- 
ham Association  seceding  from  the  P. A. A.  was  again, 
for  the  fourth  time,  brought  up  for  confirmation,  and 
carried  by  a  majority  of  seventy  votes.  We  have  had 
a  lot  of  correspondence  in  our  local  papers  upon  this 
matter,  but  very  little  bearing  upon  the  point  at  issue. 
There  are  a  number  of  important  questions  to  be 
brought  forward  at  the  adjourned  meeting  on 
Thursday  (March  20),  which  will,  no  doubt,  remain 
unanswered.  There  was  little  time  at  the  last 
meeting  to  bring  forward  these  little  matters, 
so  we  shall  have  to  wait  and  see  how  matters 
will  turn  out.  Anyhow,  it  will  again  be  in  favour 
of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  I  have  had  a  number  of  people 
asking  me  how  it  is  that  the  P.A.A.  balance- 
sheet  is  not  out.  .The  reason  seems  to  point  to  the 
large  expenditure  during  the  quarter  previous  to 
Christmas,  and  that  it  would  not  do  at  the  present 
turn  of  events  to  send  it  out.  The  P.A.A.  have  lately 
made  a  new  branch  at  Taunton,  and  it  has  appeared 
in  the  papers  that  after  about  three  days  the  stations 
and  fares  were  fixed  and  the  cards  issued,  but  up  to 
the  present  no  one  has  seen  the  half-yearly  balance 
sheet  which  should  have  been  out  two  months  ago. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season  in  the  Fen  district  wound 
up  ill  capital  fashion  on  Saturday.  The  weather 
experienced  during  the  closing  week  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and,  on  most  of  the  waters,  anglers  bestirred 
themselves  to  considerable  activity.  Koach  furnished 
remarkably  good  sport,  in  fact  some  rods  operating  on 
the  Witham  creeled  as  much  as  161b.  and  18ib.  as  the 
result  of  a  day's  work.  The  red  fins  invariably  feed 
very  well  about  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  close 
season,  unfortunately,  commences  a  few  weeks  too 
soon  for  them.  The  mild  weather  has  been  responsible 
for  the  capture  of  sundry  bream  on  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  Witham,  one  or  two  of  which  weighed  up  to 
41b.  apiece.  During  the  closing  days  much  attention 
was  paid  to  pike,  and  several  weighty  fish  were 
accounted  for.  In  the  Tattershall  district  a  brace 
captured  on  March  13  weighed  19Jlb.  the  pair,  and 
other  fish  scaling  up  to  81b.  apiece  were  killed.  Forty- 
foot  subscribers  were  busy  on  the  lengths  at  Swines- 
head  and  Hubbert's  Bridge,  and  caught,  amongst 
others,  pike  weighing  lOJlb.,  Sflb.,  81b.,  and  6Jlb. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

For  the  second  week  in  succession  we  have  a  good 
report  from  the  Bollin.  Mr.  T.  Nixon  reports  a  good 
catch  of  trout,  and  Mr.  Dean  has  added  to  the 
death-roll  of  pike.  It  seems  that  the  restrictions 
at  Eossett  will  not  afiect  the  Liverpool  anglers  so 
much  as  was  to  be  feared.  No  fair  angler  can  object 
to  a  rule  prohibiting  night  and  Sunday  fishing  on  any 
private  lengths  where  the  owner  objects.  It 
IS  very  pleasing  to  learn  the  success  attending 
the  efforts  of  the  Warrington  Association.  The 
design  of  the  shield  was  approved,  and  the  tender 
of  a  member  (Mr.  F.  Johnson)  accepted.  The  great 
feature  of  the  Warrington  Association  is  the  fact  that 
they  spend  their  money  on  fishing,  and  the  success  of 
their  private  waters  is  most  encouraging.  Our  prin- 
cipal rivers,  the  Kibble,  Wyre,  and  Luue,  do  not 
appear  even  yet  to  have  got  their  fair  share  of  rods. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  local  clubs  are  fully  employed  either  getting 
ready  or  in  keeping  up  their  spirits  for  some  future 
time.  The  Old  Loom,  Salford  Socials,  and  Buckland 
Angling  Societies  have  been  busy  with  most  enjoyable 
evenings  of  the  usual  kind  amongst  anglers.  Another 
social  event  of  a  similar  kind  was  that  of  the  Bradford 
Abstainers,  who  had  a  specific  end  in  view,  that  of  pro- 
viding funds  to  buy  tackle  for  the  juniors.  The  Kiu«- 
fishers  and  others  did  some  stocking  last  week-end 
As  was  to  be  expected  Mr.  Peudrigh's  lecture  to  the 
Levenshulme  anglers  was  a  treat,  and,  assisted  by  llr. 
t.  Bibby  with  the  lantern,  was  quite  proof  eiiouih  of 
Its  importance.  ° 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  season  finished  remarkably  well,  though  rain 
fell  heavily  in  the  afternoon  of  the  final  day.  Large 
numbers  of  anglers  visited  the  Trent,  and  on  some  of 
the  upper  reaches  heavy  bags  of  roach  and  bream  were 
made  with  the  worm.  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  had  221b 
and  on  Thursday  (March  13)  he  shared  a  catch  of  311b! 
with  your  correspondent.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  enjoyed 
very  good  sport  amongst  roach  on  the  Fiskerton 
waters,  on  which,  too,  Mr.  E.  Saywell  and  Mr.  F. 
James  excelled  with  pith  and  brains  amongst  chub. 
Pike  enthusiasts  scored  in  Hazelford  back  waters; 
and  above,  or  at  Flintham,  the  lessee  and  his  friends 
secured  not  only  csox,  but  a  capital  basket  of  the 
"  loggerheads."  On  the  Hoveringham  stretch  in  the 
early  days  of  the  week,  Mr.  T.  Graham  creeled,  in  two 
outings,  something  like  ten  pike  and  eleven  chub; 
and  twenty-three  chub  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  G.  Acton 
at  the  tail  of  the  sewer  opposite  Clifton  Grove. 
Pith  was  the  lure  employed,  and  the  same  sort  of 
bait  accounted  for  fish  at  Holme  Pierrepont  and  Stoke. 
On  the  closing  day  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  T.  Armstrong,  a 
popular  resident,  landed  one  of  the  best  pike  of  the 
season— a  handsome  specimen  of  161b.— and  choice 
fish  were  shown  from  Rolleston  and  Averham  weirs  by 
W.  A.  Sewell.  In  Weston  Cliff  basin  Captain  Hogg  of 
that  village,  caught  several  tench  with  worm,  his 
largest  scaling  S^Ib.  On  Thursday  and  Friday  at 
Swineshead,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  Mr.  Rees  Fleeman, 
of  Nottingham,  caught  240  roach  and  rudd,  besides  six 
perch  weighing  7Jlb.  Some  very  fine  perch— heaviest 
2Jlb.— were  also  killed  with  live  minnow,  on  private 
waters,  by  Mr.  W._H.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  R.  Savage,  of 
Sherwood  Rise,  City. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  return  of  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish 
has  once  more  caused  anglers  in  York  and  neigh- 
bourhood to  give  attention  to  the  Ouse  and  the 
Foss  in  regard  to  the  exemption  of  these  rivers 
between  Naburn  and  Linton— a  distance  of  twelve 

.thirteen  miles— from  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
which  imposes  close  time  conditions  on  other 
streams.  Local  Waltonians  are  very  sensible  of  the 
grievance.  Why,  they  properly  ask,  should  rodmen 
from  other  towns  be  permitted  to  visit  the  Ouse  and 
take  advantage  of  conditions  which  enable  them  to 
fish  the  river  in  a  season  when  all  right-minded 
anglers,  who  are  sensible  of  the  injustice  and 
injury  inflicted,  refrain  from  indulging  in  the 
pastime  ?  The  catching  of  great  quantities  of 
young  fish  for  baits  during  the  close  season  causes 
repeated  outcries.  The  presence  on  the  Ouse  of  the 
corporation  swans,  which  are  kept  for  ornamental 
purposes,  constitutes  a  nuisance  during  April  and  May 
by  reasoa  of  the  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  spawn, 
and  a  large  number  of  anglers  are  in  favour  of 
approaching  the  local  authority  on  the  matter,  with  a 
view  to  the  removal  of  the  swans  during  the  period 
referred  to. 


EASTEE 


HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS, 
1902. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Thursday 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  to 
the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts 
(Aldeburgh,   Burnham-on-Crouch,   Clacton,  Cromer 
Dovercourt,     Felixstowe,     Harwich,  Hunstanton' 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Southwold^ 
Walton-on-Naze,  Yarmouth),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and  suburban 
stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on 
Thursday,  March  27,  from  London  (Liverpool-street 
and  suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations 
also    to    Norwich,    Cambridge,    Wisbech,  Lynn! 
Fakenham,  and  other  of  the  principal  stations  in  the 
Eastern  Counties,  and  by  the   Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries) 
Chesterfield,   Doncaster,   York,  Leeds,  Manchester' 
Scarborough,  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  etc.    Tickets  (excursion,  ordinary 
etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
Station,  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  Rendezvous 
2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square,  S.W.,  and  at  the 
Company's  various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking 
offices.     On  Thursday,  March  27,  in  addition  to 
relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.30  a.m.,  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.  to 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft ;  at  1.30  p.m'.  to 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5  p.m 
to  Colchester,  Clactou-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on-Naze' 
and  at  7.15  p.m.  to  Felixstowe ;  the  express  supper! 
car  train  at  12.3  midnight  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester 
and  Clacton  will  run  on  this  date  instead  of  on  Satur! 
day,  March  29.    On  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modi- 
fications and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same 
as  on  Sundays.     Special   trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  at  5.S  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and  at  S.55  to 
1  aimouth  and  Lowestoft  rid  Ipswich,  both  callin-J  at 


the  principal  intermediate  stations;  special  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  connec- 
tion with  trains  from  and  to  London.  On  Saturday 
March  29,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained 
at  business  until  late  in  the  evening,  special  midnight 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Norwich 
via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25  for  Clacton,  Ipswich 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  via  Colchester,  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets 
arc  issued  daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London 
and  suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chineford 
Loughton,  etc.).  There  will  be  special  day  excursions 
on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday 
to  &outhend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  etc.-  on 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  to  Broxbourne'  and 
Rye  House;  and  on  Easter  Monday  to  Clacton 
Walton,  Devercourt,  and  Harwich;  also  on  Easter 
Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to 
Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  and  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town  only,  for  one,  three,  or  six  days  to 
Yarmouth  and  Cromer.  Several  of  the  usual  up 
expresses  (including  the  7  a.m.  and  1.17  p  m  from 
Cromer)  will  not  run  on  Easter  Monday,  but  will  run 
instead  on  Tuesday,  April  1,  on  which  day  restaurant 
cars  will  run  on  the  7  a.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7.40 
from  Clacton.  Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  every 
week-day  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on  the  trains 
leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and 
Cromer ;  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the  up  trains 
leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  at  8.4G  a.m.  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  on  the  1  30 
p.m.  express  from  Liverpool-street  to  Norwich  and 
Cromer. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 
Special  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Paris,  via  Folke- 
stone and  Boulogne,  on  Thursday,  March  27  and 
Saturday,   March   29,  leaving  Victoria  2  40  'p  m 
Holborn  2.35  p.m.,  and  St.  Paul's  2.37  p.m  -  also 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street,  via  Dover  and 
Calais,  at  9.0  a.m.  on  March  27,  and  9.0  p  m  on 
March  26,  27  28  and  29.  Returning  on  Bank  Hol'ida? 
from  Pans  at  3.25  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  at  9  p.m.  any 
day  within  fourteen  days  via  Calais.    A  Cheap  Excur 
sion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria  at  2.40  p  m  and 
Holborn  at  2..35  p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  29.  Return- 
ing at  7  25  p.m   on  Bank  Holiday.    Cheap  Return 
Tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  at  Victoria  and 
Holborn  on    March  27,  and  at  Charing  Cross  on 
March  28,  available  until  April  2,  and  by  certain 
services    only      On   Bank   Holiday    Special  Day 
Excursions  will  be  run  to   Boulogne  and  Calais 
from  Charing  Cross.    Cheap  six-day  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Calais  on  March  27  and  28.    Cheap  tickets 
to  Brussels  via  Calais  and  Ostend  will  be  issued  from 
March  26  to  31   inclusive,  available  for  eight  days 
Special  cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Amsterdam' 
The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns  vid  Queenborough 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  March  26  to  31 
inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9  25  a  m 
Cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Ostend  will' be 
issued  from  March  26  to  31.    During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  Services  will  run  as  usual  with  the  excen 
tion  of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  Service,  which  will  not 
run  from  \  ictoria,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  on  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday.    A  special  Express  Train 
^rst,  second,  and  third  class)  will  leave  Victoria  for 
Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme  Hill  on 
March  2/  in  connection  with  the  Calais  and  Ostend 
Night  Steamers.     The  home  arrangements  are  as 
follows  :  Cheap  Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells 
St.    Leonards,    Hastings,    Canterbury,  Whitstable! 
Heme  Bay,  Birchmgton,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broad! 
stairs,  Ramsgate,   Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer  Dover 
Folkestone,  ShorncliSe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  aLd  New 
Romney    (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  March  27,  28,  and  29,  available  to  return  on 
Tuesday,  April  1.    Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Ashford,   Canterbury,   Deal,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Gravesend,  Hastings,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay 
Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate  Hvthe 
Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.    On  Bank  'Holiday 
a  special  cheap  Day  Excursion  will  be  run  to  Alder 
shot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  G.50  a.m.  and  9  -^4  a  ni 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to  the  Crystal 
Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday.    Return  fare 
including  admission,  Is.  6d.,  third  class.    Full  par' 
ticulars  of  the  excursions,  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc  are 
given  in  the  Special  Holiday  Programme  and  bills 


HOLLOWAV  S  PILLS  .\N  D  OIXTMEXT.  Dv.,,e,,sia.  .Taun.lice 

stoietes  bile  in  (iiiality  or  quantity  iiH-.ipal.le  of  diiiestini;  U,od 
Digest  ,,,n  ivqunes  a  free  How  of  healthy  bile,  to  ensure  wIimI 
H.,llo«ays  Pills  and  Ointment  have  long  been  famous  far 
ej  lii.s.n?:  every  other  medicine.  K.«d.  irre!iul.iritv  of  lirinc 
d.Mia  e  and  other  .  auscs  are  constantly  throwing  the  liver  into 
disonler,  but  that  impoitanloiiran  <  an  .^oon  be  re-ulated  and 
healthily  adjust<..d  by  Holloway  s  Pill.s  and  Ointm.nf.  whkli  act 
d  rectly  upon  its  vital  se.  rrtion.  Tl,c  nintment  rubbed  on  the 
.  km  [.enetrate?  immediately  to  fhe  Iner.  whose  bloo<lan-l  nerv"  , 
Vow  '     "  »         "  il?  'oon 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telc(]raj<h  and  Post:  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 

4.1  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


PORTH  HOTEL, 


S.  WAIVES. 

Two-and-a-half  miles  reserved  for  visitors,  Free  ;  two  miles  by  arrangement ;  all 
preserved  and  continuous  on  Eiver  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of 
Wines  and  Spirits.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Fishing  during  Easter.  To  save 
disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAAr  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 

SALMON  FISHING 
ON  LOCH  NESS. 


Parties  staying  at 
THE  LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL, 
Fort  Augustus, 

Have  the  privilege  of  Fishing  on  Loch  Nes?. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cmsine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Propkietoe,  a.  heck. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  K[LLjN,  N.B, 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON^. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
cn   Exe   and    Baile  Free  to  Visitoi's. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBBIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    W.  Vickeby,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OP  Fish, 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 

Tack  Fishing   

Closed    during   the  Fence 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch, 
dudgeon,  1  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


Season, 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  tbe  most  charming  spots  In  EDgland 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and    Perch    Fishing  on 
own  private  Lake  of  upwards  of 
100  A  pres. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  number 
of  Fish  this  water  will  remain  ooen 
for  Pike  Fishing  until  March  31. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Terms  until  March  31,  1902, 
for  Board,  Eesidence,  and  Attendance, 
£2  2s.  per  week. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Good  Loek-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIPFITHS.  Proorifitor. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

APARTMENTS   TO  LET, 

CLOSE  TO  RIVER  DART. 
Tivo  miles  private  fishiiifj,  also 
shootinfj. 
Apply,  Mrs.  BEARD, 

North  wood  Farm,  Buckfastleigh,  S.  Devon. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Eor'cr  Esk  and  Llddl!  pirlers: 
ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 


■\Vm.  nouf.l.AS,  I'roprietor. 


LANGHOLM. 


A  NEW   SUIVIIVIEFC   MOIVIE ! 

THE    LAKES    OF    PLITVICE  (Croat! 

ARE   THE   MOST   PICTURESQUE   IN  EUROPE. 


a) 


Good  Hotel. 

Seventeen  Lakes.  Thirty  Caseades.  aniiilst 
('hanuinc  Srener\-,  and  in  a  Land  of  Unique 
lnteiet.t  Exeellent  Cycling  Roads  and  Pro- 
menades Kiliimetre^  already  completed) 
in.mnd  the  I.ake-Shorea. 

VERY  VARIED  FLORA.  BATHS. 

LAWN  TENNIS.  CROQUET. 


Svipcirto  Trout  Eishing. 


i-tistie  ClifiK-ts  r.iliU  of 


aii.l  with 

L..1S  of  al.out  ■Jiinii  .s.iUiire  vanl.s,  K(1K  .S.-VI.E, 
fr.iiii  e;u  h.  F  I!  K  lO  1 1 1 1  LI  >.  Fr.r  iiartienlars 
Pi.iTvioK."  <">i-eof  Th,  r,„n-t  Jonniiil, 
l.i,  liurleigh  .Street,  Covent  (ianleti.  London. 

•w.v. 

Season — May  1  to  Sept.  30i 

Tn  the  Snniiner  Tncmths  aii  .\uto  Alohile  Line 
will  l  onne'  t  Plitviee  with  the  (XUILIN  Station 
ion  the  Hungarian  State  llailniad  from  Fiume 
to  Buda-Pestl.  And  a  CarriaLTe  Servi.e  will 
run  Hailv  to  Plitviee  from  tlie  .lospidol  Stiitioii 
of  the  same  Railroad.  r>oth  tlu-se  Ruili 
.Stations  are  also  eonneeted  with  \'ienna  rci 
Agnun.  Another  Pictnresiiue  Route  is  l)y 
Steamers  from  Fiume  to  Zengg,  thence  hy 
Carriage  or  Cycle  to  the  Plitvice  Lakes. 


,1 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Graylings,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 

Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS   FORID,  4| 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANEE. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING  IN  RIVER  &  LOCH. 

Samon,  Sea=Trout,  ITrout,  J  Pike 
and  Perch. 

Board  -  F^esidence, 

Cartrefle,  Lochmaben,  N.B. 
Visitors  in  Miss  Rdtheefued's  establish- 
ment have  the  privilege  of  fishing  five 
miles  of  the  Annan. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  River  Lynn. 

GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 
Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

PISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Ppoprietor. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  I-ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  1*  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.    Healthy  district. 

Moderate  terms. 

H.  A.  WHBELEK, 
Little  Colstpope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Kr.  HEf^LJCr-ON-IUAMJSS. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eakl  0¥  Carnarvon 
(Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

Si  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HAItT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Billiaids;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&o.— Address,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rupus). 
SIMONSBATH,  EXMOOIl. 
TEN  MILES  or  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  River  Barle,  free  to  visitors  stayiuf; 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-estal)lished  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmuor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  MoYLE,  Proprietor. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  In  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

BHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  4  Dorset, 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted"  advla.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "  Observer "Offiee,  Bournemout h. 
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NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES  PRO- 
TECTION ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  on  March  18.  Lord 
Heneage  presided.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  management  he  referred 
with  extreme  regret  to  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck's 
resignation  of  the  presidency.  He  said  the  committee 
had  thought  it  right  again  to  protest  against  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish,  and  to  urge  that 
preventive  measures  should  be  taken.  The  report 
referred  to  negotiations  which  had  taken  place  in 
regard  to  the  Icelandic  fisheries.  Two  or  three  years 
ago  there  was  considerable  correspondence  between 
the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Danish  Government  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  British  fishermen  in  Ice- 
landic waters,  and  what  was  considered  in  this 
country  to  be  a  satisfactory  result  was  obtained. 
Early  in  the  present  year  it  was  announced  that  the 
Icelandic  Althing  had  passed  two  fresh  laws  which  did 
away  with  the  advantages  obtained  through  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  Danish  Government.  A  corre- 
spondence had  ensued  between  the  secretary  of  the 
association  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  result 
had  been  some  concessions.  So  long  as  the  Anglo- 
Danish  convention  was  carried  out  British  fishing- 
boats  would  receive  fair  play  when  driven  by  stress  of 
weather  into  territorial  waters.  If  the  new  legislation 
were  confirmed  by  the  King  of  Denmark  the  association 
would  have  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Foreign 
Office.  In  reference  to  the  market  question,  the 
committee  held  the  opinion  that  it  was  inadvisable  to 
have  more  markets  than  that  at  Billingsgate.  Major 
J.  A.  Travers  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
adopted.  Lord  Heneage  was  elected  president  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Mr.  Hellyermoved  a  resolution  urging 
the  executive  to  impress  on  the  Government  the  need 
of  a  special  Government  fishery  department.  The 
president  said  that  at  the  present  time  there  was 
really  no  fisheries  department.  The  work  was  carried 
out  by  a  sub-division  of  the  Harbours  Department, 
and  it  was  managed  by  a  former  Scottish  fisheries 
inspector.  They  ought  to  have  an  independent 
department  in  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  executive  committee. — TJie  Times 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

H.  B. — Eoach  and  perch  fishing  at  Thatcham,  on 
the  Kennet,  is  now  over  until  June  16.  The  "  best " 
bait  to  use  must  be  left  to  your  own  discretion. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot, 

iWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  fw  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

RODS  AND  FLIES  FOR  THE  DOVEY. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  regard  to 
rods  and  flies  required  on  the  Dovey.  As  I  have  fished 
the  Dovey  for  a  great  number  of  years  I  can  give  your 
correspondent  the  information  for  salmon  fishing. 
You  want  a  rod  sixteen  feet,  not  longer,  as  you  can 
cover  the  whole  of  the  pools  if  you  are  anything  at  all 
of  a  caster. 

I  find  the  best  salmon  flies  to  be  as  follows,  and  if 
these  will  not  do  you  may  give  it  up— Silver  Doctor, 
Black  Doctor,  Ramsbottom's  President,  York  Scott, 
on  No.  1-0  hook  if  a  big  water,  when  a  fair  salmon 
water  No.  1  and  2  hook,  and  as  the  water  gets  down 
No.  3  and  4  hook  is  a  good  size,  as  you  often  get  large 
sea-trout  with  them,  up  to  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  when 
fishmg  for  salmon. 

For  trout,  sea-trout  (or  sewin),  and  brown  trout  a 
rod  of  eleven  feet  is  as  long  as  you  require  for  single 
hand  fishmg,  and  it  will  do  all  the  work  you  want  for 
sea  and  brown  trout  fishing.  Flies  for  sea-trout— 
Uaret  Mallard,  dark  and  light.  Teal,  Yellow  and 
Uaret,  Blue  Jay;  all  these  flies  are  good  on  No  9 
Limerick  hook.  Trout  flies— Hare's  Ear,  March 
Brown,  Hawthorne  Black,  Alder  FJy,  Blue  Dun 
QuiIl  Gnat,  Red  Quill,  Olive  Dun,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu' 
—lours  truly,  W.  Ramsbottom. 

Liverpool. 


FISHING  ON  THE  DOVEY. 
Dear  Sib,— Having  lived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Kiver  Dovey  for  some  seasons,  and  having  fished 
It  (among  other  rivers)  for  years,  perhaps  the  few 
remarks  herewith  may  be  of  use  to  your  correspondent. 
A  s  no  salmon  pools  of  any  great  size. 

A  15ft.  rod  is  ample  indeed;  generally  speaking, 
even  in  fairly  full  water,  I  should  advise  a  13ft.  to  14ft 
rod  only,  especially  as  salmon  run  small— 101b.  a  good 
hsh-until  well  on  into  September  or  October?  by 
which  time  the  river  is  closed  except  to  members  of 
the  association.  As  a  sewin  sea-trout  river  it  is  good- 
rods  most  useful  generally  about  lift,  and  another 
i-idtt.  or  13ft.    It  very  quickly  clears,  and  to  fish 


successfully  requires  some  skill  and  fine  tackle.  Flies 
—small— Claret  and  Mallard,  Heokem  Peckam,  Zulu, 
Orange  Body  and  Black  Hackle,  Silver  Body  (flat). 
Grey  Hackle,  with  Pink  or  Red  Tag.  Wickham's 
Fancy  I  found  good,  especially  the  silver  bodied  fly. 
These  dressed  on  2,  3,  4,  etc.,  sneck  bend  will  be 
useful.  Also  very  small  Silver  and  Blue  Doctors, 
Duns,  Durham  Ranger,  Childers,  Jock  Scots,  and 
Black  Dog. 

The  best  water  is  from  Aberangell  down  through 
Cemmaes  —  Cemmaes  Road  —  Llanwrin  to  below 
Machynlleth.  Spinning  only  allowed  two  days  a 
week  on  certain  portions.  Brown  trout  fishing  is 
uncertain;  a  fair  number  of  fish  but  very  small, 
although  occasionally  good  ones  are  had,  especially 
spinning.  Best  place  to  fish  from  is  undoubtedly 
Cemmaes  Road. — Yours  truly,  A.  Gray. 

P.S. — No  trousers  allowed,  only  fishing  stockings, 
a  rule  which  speaks  for  itself. 

FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  DOVEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week  about  the  river  Dovey,  a 
sixteen-foot  rod  for  salmon  and  a  ten-foot  rod  for  trout 
would  answer  all  purposes.  The  best  flies  for  salmon 
are  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  and  Durham  Ranger ; 
and  for  trout,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  but  unless  your  correspondent  is  a  member 
of  the  Dovey  Fishing  Association  I  don't  quite  know 
where  he  intends  to  fish,  as  that  body  have  just  leased, 
at  a  high  rental,  the  whole  of  the  river  from  above 
Cemmes  to  the  sea,  and  intend,  I  understand,  to 
reserve  the  fishing  for  themselves  exclusively. — Yours 
truly,  Constant  Reader. 

Machynlleth. 


WILL  IT  BE  INJURIOUS  TO  THE  FISH? 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  answer  through  your 
paper  the  following:  Would  the  stuff  from  a  sand- 
washer,  cement  or  lime,  in  any  way  injure  the  spawn 
or  young  (just  hatched,  of  the  salmon  in  a  quick- 
running  river  like  the  Wye  ? 

I  must  first  explain  to  you  what  the  stuff  is  like 
that  comes  from  the  sandwasher:  Stone  from  a 
quarry  is  crushed  to  a  powder ;  this  powder  is  washed 
and  the  stuff  that  comes  from  it  is  of  a  milky  colour, 
and  turns  the  river  so  for  miles.  The  cement  and 
lime  that  would  go  down  would  be  through  mixing 
concrete  and  mortar  ;  this  would  not  go  down  in  very 
large  quantities.  Trusting  that  you  will  be  able  to 
answer  me  in  your  next  issue,— Faithfully  yours, 

Allsop. 

[The  mere  waste  water  from  washing  crushed  lime- 
stone would  probably  only  do  harm  to  eggs  if  it 
settled  on  them  and  suffocated  them,  as  any  mud  will. 
Whether  it  would  hurt  young  fish  or  not  depends  on 
the  quantity.  But  cement  and  concrete  and  mortar 
are  horses  of  another  colour,  and  we  would  not  like  to 
answer  for  what  would  happen  if  they  were  washed  into 
a  river.  I  have  known  repairs  to  a  brick  bridge 
injuriously  affect  the  fish.— Ed.]  ° 

FISHING  NEAR  RYE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  tell  me  what  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the 
district  between  Rye  and  Appledore,  and  what  is  the 
charge  for  fishing  in  the  Hythe  Military  Canal— Yours 
ti'uly.  Angler. 

A  STRING  OF  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will 
kindly  answer  the  following  questions  through  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  : 

(1)  At  what  age  do  trout  begin  to  propagate  their 
species  ? 

(2)  What  kind  of  trout  do  you  suggest  to  stock  a 
rather  shallow  pond  of  an  acre  or  thereabouts  (which 
now  contains  small  perch)  ?  The  pond  is  fed  by  a  pipe 
from  the  river  Derwent,  and  rises  and  falls  with  the 
river.    Would  Loch  Leven  trout  be  suitable  ? 

(3)  Can  you  suggest  a  bait  to  catch  eels  in  the  Der- 
went ?  The  river  is  swarming  with  ruffs  ;  and  any  one 
fishing  with  worm  is  bothered  by  the  ruffs.  An  eel 
trap  was  put  in  and  found  to  contain  dozens  of  ruffs. 
Any  suggestions  will  be  gratefully  received.— Yours 
truly,  E.  D.  Dumas. 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  kindlv  answer  — 
Ed.] 


OIL  PAINTING  OP  WALTON. 

Dear  Sir,— As  there  may  be  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  would  like  to  possess  a  copy  of  the  bust 
of  Izaak  Walton  in  the  north  wall  of  St.  Mary's 
Church,  Stafford,  will  you  allow  me  to  make  known 
through  your  columns  that  I  have  a  small  oil  painting 
of  the  bust  for  sale— 13in.  by  9in.— my  own  work,  price 
four  guineas.  Although  the  bust  has  been  photo- 
graphed, mine  is,  I  believe,  the  only  painting  which 
has  as  yet  been  made  of  it.  I  am  a  local  artist  and 
an  exhibitor.  Shall  be  pleased  to  forward  the  painting 
on  approval  if  desired.— Yours  truly, 

Studio,  Frances  L.  Cooke. 

Ancient  High  House,  Stafford. 


SEALS  AND  CORMORANTS   AS  •  DESTROYERS 
OP  PISH 

Dear  Sir,— Having  seen  your  query  in  the  corre- 
spondence columns  re  the  seals,  I  am  only  in  a  position 
to  say  that  they  were  exceedingly  troublesome  last 
season,  when  the  sea  -  trout  were  on  the  coast. 
Whether  they  are  increasing  or  not  is  uncertain,  as 
they  may  have  followed  the  sea-trout  in  greater 
numbers  than  usual,  owing  to  various  causes.  I  shot 
one  to-day  (March  8),  but,  unfortunately,  did  not  get 
a  boat  until  he  had  sunk.  These  and  cormorants  1 
kill  whenever  I  get  the  chance,  as  they  do  great 
damage  to  all  kinds  of  fish.  No  one,  unless  those  who 
have  watched  them,  can  readily  believe  the  numbers 
of  fish  they  consume,  and  the  ease  and  skill  with 
which  they  capture  them. — Yours  truly, 

T.  D.  Bathgate. 


THE  MEAVY  "SALMON." 

Dear  Sir,— At  page  169  of  your  issue  of  March  8, 
and  again  at  page  172  under  "  Jottings  by  the  Way," 
particulars  are  given  of  a  so-called  "fine  salmon" 
taken  on  the  Meavy  by  a  Mr.  Allen  on  March  1.  It 
is  described  as— length  33J  inches,  girth  18  inches, 
weight  liaib.  In  my  experience  a  fish  of  34  inches 
being  "  fresh  run"  in  these  waters  should  weigh  181b. 
to  201b.,  and  I  have  never  seen  one  on  these  or  any 
other  waters  that  would  weigh  less  than  15Jlb.  to  161b. 
Mr.  Allen  was  quite  aware  that  the  fish  was  not  in 
condition—"  thought  it  was  a  '  bull  trout '  and  would 
be  in  good  condition  in  about  two  months  time."  My 
son,  who  has  spent  seven  years  fishing  the  Eraser  river, 
British  Columbia,  saw  and  examined  the  fish,  and  says' 
"  it  was  a  '  bull  trout,'  but  in  very  bad  condition  and 
extremely  black."  One  person's  description  was,  "  had 
it  not  been  for  its  big  tail  and  large  hooked  jaws  it  would 
have  passed  for  a  '  ling.'  "  Further  comment  is  need- 
less.—Yours  truly,  Richard  Geo.  Roe. 

3,  Compton  Park  Villas,  (Capt.  R  N  ) 

Plymouth,  March  12. 


"  SAD  STORY  OF  A  BIG  CATCH  OF  PIKE." 
Dear  Sib, — As  I  gave  offence  in  my  first  letter  by 
mentioning  names,  I  will  profit  by  the  warning,  and 
refrain  from  giving  those  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
pike,  but  as  you  will  probably  have  had  a  personal 
interview  with  at  least  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  buyers  you  will  be  convinced  that  your  editorial 
note  was  not  without  foundation,  or  "  beneath  the 
contempt  "expressed  by  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Arthur  Nop  (?).  For  the  further  verification  of  the 
contents  of  my  letter  a  reference  to  the  Notts  County 
Police  would  in  all  probability  confirm  the  statements 
therein  made. — Yours  truly,  Pikebait. 

[I  have  had  an  interview  with  a  Nottingham  angler, 
and  am  quite  satisfied  that  he  bought  some  of°the 
pike. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  TAN  A  DRAW  NET. 

Dear  Sir,— I  would  be  very  pleased  if  you  would 
kindly  give  me  particulars  of  how  to  tan  a  small  draw 
net ;  the  net  is  made  of  cotton  twine,  and  is  about  fifty 
yards  long.  Could  you  give  me  an  idea  how  much 
catechu  it  would  require,  and  where  I  could  procure  it 
—Yours  truly,  Geo.  T.  Hutchinson. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  will 
kindly  answer  this. — Ed.] 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  SUSSEX. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  oblige  by  letting  me  know 
if  I  can  get  any  trout  fishing  in  Sussex  ?  I  would 
like  to  stay  at  a  cottage  where  it  would  not  be  too 
expensive.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  taking  up  your 
valuable  time. — Yours  faithfully,  p.  W. 


TROUT  AND  ROACH  IN  A  RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir,— Having  a  reservoir  stocked  with  trout, 
we  propose  turning  a  quantity  of  roach  into  it.  Would 
these  fish  do  any  harm  to  the  trout  or  the  ova  during 
breeding  time  ?  An  early  answer  would  greatly  oblige 
—Yours  truly,  J.  c,  Keightlev. 

Glossop. 

[I  have  told  Mr.  K.  that  it  is  very  risky,  as  the 
roach  will  not  only  eat  the  eggs  of  the  trout  and  the 
newly-hatched  fish,  but  they  will  increase  rapidly  and 
destroy  the  natural  food  which  the  trout  require.  Of 
course,  if  there  is  an  abundance  of  food  and  a  stream 
flowing  into  the  reservoir,  it  might  not  do  the  trout  so 
much  harm;  but  I  should  say  if  you  want  to  put 
more  fish  in,  and  the  place  will  carrv  them,  put  in 
more  trout.— Ed.] 


A  GRAND  PERCH. 
Dear  Sir, — One  of  our  Portsmouth  anglers  (Mr.  P. 
C.  Mortimer)  angling  at  Chichester,  on  Wednesday', 
March  12,  landed  a  fine  perch  weighing  41b.  4oz.,  in 
splendid  condition  when  caught.  A  fish  of  such 
weight  has  not  been  taken  in  our  southern  waters  for 
many  years.— Yours  truly,  Jas.  S.  Dyer, 

Hon  Sec.  Portsmouth  Piscatorials. 
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WADEES  WITH  ACCORDION-PLEATED 
KNEES. 

Deab  Sir, — A  year  or  two  (or  possibly  three  or 
four  years)  ago  I  saw  advertised  in  the  Fi8hi7ig  Gazette 
some  wadiiig  trousers  with  accordion-xsleated  knees, 
enabling  the  wearer  to  clamber  over  gates  or  scramble 
up  steep  banks,  etc.,  with  comparative  facility.  Un- 
fortunately, I  did  not  note  the  patentee's  name  and 
address.  Such  articles  are  not  mentioned  in  Anderson 
and  Anderson's  catalogue  which  I  have,  nor  have  I 
been  able  to  obtain  any  information  about  them  at 
Cording's,  Malcom's,  or  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores. 
I  should,  therefore,  be  very  grateful  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  with  personal  experience  thereof  would 
kindly  inform  me  whether  the  things  are  "  good 
value,"  and,  if  so,  where  they  can  be  obtained. — Yours 
truly,  G.  H.  R.  H. 

Maidenhead,  March  17. 

[I  noticed  an  invention  of  the  kind  brought  out  for 
a  customer  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.C.  It  gave  the  waders  somewhat  the  appear- 
ance of  the  hinged  armour  worn  by  knights  of  old.  It 
would  doubtless  answer  in  some  special  cases,  but  as 
each  customer  must  be  accurately  measured  and  fitted, 
and  as  the  waders  fit  tight,  I  could  not  recommend 
the  idea.  In  my  opinion  waders  should  be  as  loose  as 
possible,  so  that  you  can  get  air  into  them  and  can 
turn  them  down  when  walking  to  and  from  the 
water. — Ed.] 


AMERICAN  STYLE  OF  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir,— Being  interested  in  methods  on  spinning 
from  the  reel,  and  after  reading  the  postscript  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
U.S.A.,  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  8,  and  also  Monsieur  L. 
Bougie's  letter  of  this  date's  issue  of  your  Gazette,  I 
should  be  greatly  obliged  by  your  sending  your 
Gazette  of  May  4  last  year  (1901),  which  contains  Mr. 
C.  G.  Levison's  letter  on  the  American  style  of  spirming 
from  the  reel,  and  I  herewith  enclose  six  stamps  in 
payment  of  same. 

in  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison's  letter  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  8 
he  says  in  the  postscript  "  that  they  are  now  having 
made  in  Redditch  several  rods  after  my  pattern,  and 
are  now  negotiating  for  American  reels  and  lines  for 
that  purpose." 

I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  can  let  me  know 
who  the  Redditch  firm  is  he  mentions.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  John  A.  Hardy. 

50,  Mount  Park-road,  Ealing,  W. 
March  15,  1902. 


AMERICAN  METHOD  OF  CASTING  BY  A 
FRENCH  ANGLER. 
Dkar  Sir, — I  am  much  interested  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  L.  Bougie,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  15  on  the  above  subject,  and  should  feel  obliged 
if  you  could  obtain  for  me  the  address  in  New  York 
where  he  purchased  the  complete  outfit,  and  what  the 
cost  would  be,  also  what  length  of  rod  is  required. 
Perhaps  if  you  insert  my  letter  in  your  next  issue  it 
may  meet  the  eye  of  Mr.  Bougie,  who  would  perhaps 
kindly  give  the  desired  information.— Yours  truly, 

Thames  Trout. 


BAIT  FOR  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Just  a  line  that  may  prove  of  interest 
to  your  readers  on  the  advantages  of  small  bait  when 
fishing  for  pike.  Last  week  I  was  fishing  on  a  small 
broad  in  Norfolk,  and  killed  twelve  fish  for  thirteen 
runs.    They  varied  from  ilb.  to  81b.  each. 

"  Three  men  in  a  boat "  near  me  only  took  five  fish 
all  day,  and  they  used  large  roach.  My  bait  consisted 
of  dace  about  the  size  of  sprats,  or  a  very  little  larger, 
and  to  this  in  a  great  measure  I  attribute  my  success. 
—Yours  faithfully,  Lucas  G.  Gear. 

FISHING  NEAR  GLASGOW. 
Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  Clinch  takes  the  trouble  to 
write  to  me  I  will  put  him  on  the  track  of  a  good 
angling  club  within  twenty-four  miles  of  Glasgow— 
namely.  Dairy  ;  also  I  will  tell  him  about  the  fishing  at 
Strathaven  in  the  Avon,  and  give  him  some  more 
information  about  Loch  Doon.— Yours  truly, 
3G,  Paterson-street,  D.  Shearer. 

Motherwell. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me 
some  information  as  to  the  above  ?  I  have  been 
recommended  to  try  Windermere,  and  should  be  much 
obliged  if  some  brother  of  the  rod  would  tell  me  if  fair 
sport  there  with  the  fly  may  be  depended  on,  the  best 
station  to  stop  at  on  the  lake  (with  name  of  hotel), 
the  best  time  of  year  to  go  there,  and  also  what  is  the 
usual  charge  per  day  for  boat  and  man.  For  any 
further  information  as  to  other  lakes  where  fair  sport 
might  be  had,  flies,  etc.,  I  should  feel  grateful.— Yours 
truly,  S'i'Y  Rod. 

p.S. — I  have  never  seen  Wastwater.  Would  the 
fishing  repay  one  for  going  round  there  ?  it  is  rather 
out  of  the  way. 


WOUNDS  FROM  FISH-HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  paper  by  Mr.  G.  G.  Levison  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  1  reminds  me  of  previous 
discussions  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other  sporting 
papers  on  the  best  means  of  treating  cases  of  wounds 
by  fish-hooks  when  the  barb  is  hidden  under  the  skin. 
Cutting  out  the  hook  was  considered  as  being  too 
severe  an  operation,  and  it  was  generally  advised  that 
the  gut  and  dressing  of  the  fly  should  be  removed  and 
the  shank  cleaned  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  the  point 
and  barb  forced  through  the  skin  and  drawn  out.  The 
objections  to  this  plan  are  that  it  causes  much  pain, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  soiling  the  wound 
vrith  the  remains  of  the  silk,  wax,  varnish,  etc.,  which 
remain  on  the  shank  and  could  not  be  thoroughly 
removed.  The  better  plan  is  when  the  point  and 
barb  are  exposed  to  break  them  off  with  the  pliers, 
which  are  carried  by  many  fishermen,  or,  failing  them, 
by  using  the  wards  of  a  key,  when  the  hook  can  be 
removed  by  the  way  it  entered. 

After  casting  the  fly  for  some  fifty  years,  I  one  day 
got  a  hook  fixed  in  the  tip  of  my  right  thumb ;  this 
rather  handicapped  me,  but,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
friend,  I  managed  to  force  the  point  and  barb  through 
the  skin  and  broke  them  off,  the  hook  was  then  easily 
removed  without  pain  or  fouling  the  wound. — Yours 
truly,  J.  W. 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  DOVEY. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  the  inquiry  concerning  the  river 
Dovey  from  a  correspondent,  I  beg  to  say  that  having 
fished  the  place  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years, 
chiefly  in  the  sewin  season,  from  May  till  August,  it 
is  a  very  fair  river  for  sport,  and  if  anything  above 
the  average  Welsh  river,  but  you  need  to  be  at  the 
river  when  in  a  full  flood,  as  the  river  soon  clears. 
What  favours  sport  is  a  thorough  good  rainfall  in  any 
of  the  months  from  May  to  July,  for  say  at  least  forty- 
eight  hours'  rain,  and  it  follows  you  may  rely  upon 
three  or  four  days'  good  fishing.  The  river  clears  very 
rapidly  owing  to  the  long  clear  gravel  patches  lying 
between  every  two  or  three  pools,  which  run  in  succes- 
sion from  Diuas  Mawddy  at  the  top  to  Machynlleth 
at  the  lower  end,  and  about  seven  miles  from  the  sea  ; 
after  this  you  have  a  succession  of  fairh-  deep  flats, 
where  in  high  tides  the  water  backs  up  from  tidal 
influence.  The  flies  suitable  for  the  brown  trout  are 
March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  Hare's  Bar,  and  Cow 
Dung  flies,  of  a  medium  size,  say  No.  4  Kendal  sneck  ; 
and  in  the  last  few  years  the  trout  fishing  hag  slightly 
improved  both  in  size  and  quality,  but  the  chief  charm 
and  attraction  is  the  sea  trout  and  chance  of  a  salmon. 
There  is  a  good  lake  belonging  to  Sir  Watkin  Wynn, 
which  the  hotel  proprietor,  Tom  Steadman,  a  very 
worthy  Cumberland  man,  has  the  right  to  give  per- 
mission. The  hotel  is  at  Mallwydd,  near  Dinas 
Mawddy ;  a  line  to  this  address  will  ensure  full 
particulars. 

A  good  central  position  to  fish  the  river  is  Cemmes- 
road  Station,  Montgomeryshire,  and  a  line  to  the 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Rees,  Dovey  Valley  Hotel,  Cemmes- 
road,  Montgomery  R.S.O.,  will  get  all  particulars. 
Some  years  back,  fishing  with  a  friend  on  a  Whitsun 
Monday,  we  had  a  very  pleasing  experience.  My 
friend  C,  after  a  few  hours'  fishing,  had  decided  to 
have  lunch,  and  whilst  chatting  over  various  trifles, 
suddenly  took  an  impulse  to  try  an  old  Claret  with 
jay  hackle  and  grey  wing,  of  the  usual  west  of 
Ireland  type,  though  only  using  eleven-foot  two-piece 
spliced  rod,  and  with  thirty  yards  of  prepared  fine 
trout  line,  as  he  said  he  felt  sure  there  were  salmon 
in  the  water.  Sure  enough,  he  had  not  fished  more 
than  a  few  yards  when  he  was  into  a  fish,  and  there 
was  the  devil  to  pay — no  gaff  and  no  net  large  enough. 
Fortunately,  there  were  plenty  of  stones,  which,  as 
cool  as  a  cucumber,  my  friend  suggested  as  the  only 
chance.  If  I  could,  by  watching  the  fish,  whichever 
way  he  took,  contrive  to  cut  him  off  by  wading  in  and 
out  from  one  end  of  the  long  pool  to  the  other — Oh  t 
what  excitement,  and  then  the  final  coup,  when  my 
friend  desired  to  know  if  I  had  ever  tailed  a  salmon, 
which  I  had  not,  but  with  extra  injunction  to  use  a 
handkerchief,  and  with  a  little  patience,  after  a  smart 
struggle  of  about  thirty  minutes  till  fairly  done,  I 
made  the  supreme  effort,  and  though  very  nervous, 
had  the  gratification  of  landing  a  nice  grilse  of  9Ib. 

I  have  never  had  pleasanter  fishing  than  the  Dovey, 
and  for  years  it  has  been  my  favourite  spot.  The 
river  is  pleasant  to  fish,  the  wading  only  necessary  at 
parts  where  the  high  banks  or  trees  require  it,  and  I 
think  your  friends,  if  satisfied  with  moderate  sport 
on  a  charming  stream,  will  surely  give  it  a  second 
trial. 

I  have  just  learnt  that  the  club  located  at 
Machynlleth,  which  formerly  only  paid  Sir  Watkin 
Wynn  £30  for  their  rights,  is  this  year  let  solely  to  a 
Mr.  Muirhead,  of  Liverpool,  a  large  fishmonger,  for 
£300,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement.  Trusting  that  the  little  information  I 
send  may  be  of  use. — Yours  truly,  Henry  Whitty. 

15,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool. 

[Much  obliged. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — My  husband  and  I  thank  you  for  you' 
writing  in  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  A.  D.  Oxford  wrote 
to  my  husband  a  week  ago,  but  as  my  husband  waS 
not  at  home  I  answered  it.  I  cannot  understand  what 
he  means  by  first-class  trout  fishing.  I  have  written 
about  the  fishing  here  as  it  is,  and  that  the  usual 
weight  of  the  trout  and  grayling  is  lib.  to  31b.  Some 
years  ago  I  caught  a  trout  of  61b.  Here,  at  Kajana,  only 
trout,  grayling,  pike,  and  perch  are  to  be  got  ;  but  at 
Vaala  (four  hours  by  steamer  from  Kajana)  there  are 
sea  salmon,  sea  trout,  lake  trout,  and  grayling  to  be 
had.  The  sea  salmon  comes  from  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia 
to  the  Ulea-elf.  The  sea  salmon  is  silvery  and  the  sea 
trout  darker. 

The  hotel  at  Kajana  can  be  used  as  headquarters, 
and  from  here  other  excursions  can  be  made.  The 
room  with  a  bed  costs  two  Finnish  marks  ;  for  two 
beds,  4  marks.    One  shilling  is  1  mark  25  penni. 

From  Hull  to  Finland  a  regular  all-the-year-round 
communication  is  k^pt  up  by  the  Finland  Steamship 
Company's  (Finska  Angfartygs  Aktiebolaget)  new  and 
first-class  steamers  Arctitrus  and  Polaris.  The  passage 
takes  about  three  and  a  half  days  to  Helsingfors. 
Tickets  from  Hull  to  Finland,  as  well  as  all  informa- 
tion, may  be  had  from  Messrs.  John  Good  &  Sons, 
177,  High-street,  Hull;  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne  from. 
Messrs.  Good  &  Redmayne,  14,  Lombard-street. 

The  direct  steamers  from  Hull  and  Newoastle-on- 
Tyne  carry  passengers  to  Helsingfors  or  Abo  as  above 
at  a  cost  of  £5  first  class  (return  £8).  Victualling, 
first  class,  6s.  a  day ;  wines,  etc.,  not  included. 

The  Societetshuset  and  Hotel  Ktimp  in  Helsingfors 
will  be  found  very  comfortable  and  reasonable  (rooms 
2s.  to  5s.  per  day). 

The  British  Vice-Consul  is  Lars  Kroguis,  Esq.,  8, 
West  Quay,  Helsingfors.  He  is,  too,  a  member  from 
the  Finska  Angfartygs  Aktiebolaget,  and  he  has  written 
the  little  tourist  book,  "  Finland,  the  Land  of  a 
Thousand  Lakes." — Yours  truly, 

Kajana,  Finland.  (Mrs.)  Agkes  Rbnpors. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Renfors ;  the  book  with 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Kroguis  has  since  come 
to  hand. — Ed.] 


Dear  Sir, — We  have  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Agnes 
Renfors,  of  Kajana,  telling  us  that  you  are  in  corre- 
spondence with  her  about  the  fishing  waters  in 
Kajana,  and  she  asked  us  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the 
book  "The  Land  of  a  Thousand  Lakes,"  where  you 
will  find  some  useful  information  about  fishing  in 
Finland,  communications,  etc.  You  will  find  on 
page  61  some  proposed  tours  in  Finland,  which  we 
specially  recommend  as  very  cheap  and  interesting  for 
tourists.  Enclosed  in  the  book,  which  we  send  you 
to-day  in  a  separate  cover,  you  will  find  four  coupons 
for  these  tours,  from  which  prices  and  some  details  will 
appear  more  clearly. 

We  have  with  pleasure  noted  the  article  in  the 
Fisliing  Gazette  for  February  15  about  "  Fishing  in 
Finland  "  ;  perhaps  from  the  book  sent  you  to-day, 
you  will  find  some  interesting  and  useful  information 
for  the  readers  of  your  paper,  thus  inducing  some  of 
them  to  try  their  fishing-luck  in  Finland  next  season. 
— Yours  truly,  Lars  Kroguis. 

8,  West  Quay,  Helsingsfors. 


INSECT  FOOD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  is  the 
best  and  quickest  growing  tree  to  plant  round  my 
trout  pond  to  produce  insect  food  for  the  fish  ?  I  live 
in  the  centre  of  Scotland. — Yours  truly,  Fauna. 

Pitlochry. 

[The  alder  is  the  tree  we  should  prefer  if  it  will 
grow ;  but  "  Fauna "  would  get  more  good  from  a 
suitable  waterweed,  such  as  sold  by  Mr.  Armistead,  of 
the  Solway  Fisheries,  Dumfries,  in  whose  excellent 
catalogue  he  will  find  most  useful  information  how  to 
provide  food  for  trout. — Ed.] 


FISH  IN  NEW  ZEALAND  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — By  last  mail  I  received  some  curious 
information  concerning  fish  in  New  Zealand  waters 
which  may  interest  some  of  your  readers.  "  The  best 
table  fish  on  this  coast  is  the  '  frost '  fish,  so  called 
because  it  is  only  obtained  in  cold  weather  ;  it  has 
never  yet  been  caught  either  on  a  line  or  in  a  net ; 
they  are  found  dead  on  the  shore  after  a  cold  night. 
The  swimming  bladder  is  found  broken,  indicating  that 
they  are  a  deep  sea  fish  that  has  got  into  too  high  an 
altitude."  "  I  was  told  of  a  curious  fact,  namely,  that 
steamers  passing  between  Nelson  and  a  certain  point 
on  the  New  Zealand  Coast  are  invariably  followed  for 
that  distance  by  a  large  white  fish  which  rubs  itself 
against  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  at  one  certain  point 
turns  back ;  and  that  the  New  Zealand  Parliament 
has  passed  a  law  protecting  this  individual  fish  from 
destruction.  This  was  told  me  by  others  as  a  positive 
fact." — Yours  truly,  E.  J.  Boake. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Ex-President  Cleveland's  Little  Black  Bass. 

Boston,  Jan.  25,  1902.— The  office  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Fish  and  Game  Commission  lias  added  to 
Its  mterestmg  collection  a  black  bass  the  whole  of 
7i  inches  in  length.    Ex-President  Cleveland,  with 
his  friend,  Dr.  Bryant,  of  New  York,  and  a  farmer 
were  fishing  from  a  boat  on  a  lake  in  Monteray 
one  hot  day  last  summer.  The  fishing  was  certainly 
poor,  but  after  many  hom-s  Mr.  Cleveland  or  Dr 
Bryant  caught  the  little  bass  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  commission.    The  little  trophy  hardly  came 
up  to  the  requirements  of   the  law,  and  some 
native,  on  the  watch,  told  two  of  the  deputies  that 
If  they  desired  to  secure  evidence  of  bass  being 
taken  under  the  legal  length,  they  should  follow  a 
boat  containing  "  a  very  fat  man  in  a  straw  hat  " 
and  two  others.    The  deputies  overhauled  the  boat 
and  asked  the  corpulent  "old  farmer,"  as  they 
supposed,  to  show  them  the  fish  he  had  taken. 
Mr.  Cleveland  readily  complied,  though  not  very 
proud  of  his  catch.     The  deputies,  when  they 
saw  the  little  specimen,  told  the  fishermen  that 
they  had  broken  the  law,  and  asked  who  had  taken 
the  fish.    Both  the  ex-President  and  Dr.  Bryant 
claimed  that  they  had  caught  the  specimen,  the 
worthy  Doctor  anxious  to  shield  his  friend,  and 
mistrusting  that   the   men  were  wardens.  Mr 
Cleveland  insisted  that  the  boat  and  tackle  were 
his,  and  that  he  alone  was  responsible.    He  told 
the  wardens  to  do  their  duty,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  pay  whatever  fines  the  law  requhed.  The 
shock  was  something  to  the  deputies  when  they 
inquired  the  name  of  the  "  fat  man  "  they  were 
troublmg,  and  when  told  that  it  was  Grover  Cleve- 
land, of  Princeton,  N.J.,  they  desired  to  "  back 
out,    but  Mr.  Cleveland  is  said  to  have  insisted 
upon  appearing  in  court  next  day  and  payint'  the 
reqmsite  fine  and  cost.    Hence  came  the  Httle 
bass  mounted  and  in  the  archives  of  the  com 
mission.— J^'oresi!  and  Stream. 
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fomf  ^'1^'?^  ^°  ^^"^  Goulburn  river  on  Friday,  got 
1201b.  of  cod,  bream,  and  perch. 

"In  the  Yarra,  at  Abbotsford,  on  the  5th,  Mr.  ;J. 
N  eman,  5  trout,  largest  lib.;  Mr.  A..Tanner  1  trout 
(oi-D.),  on  devons. 

An'lw  and  Flower  trophies  the  Victorian 

Anglers  Club  competed  in  the  Saltwater  river  on  New 

A.  Saut^'^b'^io^  - 

dnn^J«T'^T^°^« 'P^"'  "^ays  near  Dan- 
dongadale,  Buffalo  river,  and  bagged  over  501b.  weight 

w.l^k  °*  ^'"^^l  perch  and  cod 

were  thrown  back." 

It  is  pleasant  to  find  angling  is  popular  in  the 
Melbourne  district.  Frogs  and  crickets  somid  fimny 
baits  for  perch-  more  in  our  chub's  line-still  a  wee 
frog  IS  a  good  bait  for  any  fish. 

"  Hercules  "  Trout  Fly  Casts. 
p  Yv.  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  of 

iiedditch,  looked  me  up  the  other  day  to  show  me 
a  new  dye  they  have  got  for  their  first-rate  "  Her-  ■ 
cules  casts.  It  is  guaranteed  to  be  a  purely 
vegetable  dye,  and  not  to  affect  the  strength  of  the 
gut  in  the  slightest  degree.  The  colour  is  a  trans- 
parent, light  yellowish  green,  and  it  would  do 
we  1  for  clear  water  worm  or  bait  of  any  kind  as 
well  as  fly.  Messrs.  Allcock,  who  only  supply  the 
trade,  also  make  the  Hercules  "  casts  for  every 
kind  of  fly  fishing  from  finest  trout  up  to  stoutest 
salmon. 


DovEY  March  Brown. 
Mr.  H.  Whitty,  the  well-known  and  very 
courteous  fishing-tackle  maker  and  angler,  of  15 
Basnett-street,  Liverpool,  sends  me  a  few  March 
Browns  which  he  dresses  for  the  Dovey  brown 
trout.  It  is  a  pattern  which  would  kill  well  on 
any  March  Brown  water. 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  29th,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association. 

New  members  continue  to  join  this  very  young 
but  already  powerful  association.  With  reference 
to  the  suggestions  which  have  been  made  in 
certain  quarters  that  the  association  should  assist 
either  openly  or  covertly  in  getting  signatures  to 
petitions  to  the  Norwegian  Parliament,  or  that  it 
should  itself  sign  a  petition,  do  not  commend 
themselves  to  me. 

Any  attempt  to  influence  the  domestic  legislation 
of  a  foreign  country  is  a  very  delicate  matter 
Which  IS  certain  to  breed  suspicion,  and  almost 
cerbam  to  do  far  more  harm  than  good.  I  under- 
stand that  the  oldest  of  Norwegian  anglers  are 
convinced  that  the  attempt,  if  made,  would  be 
resented,  and  have  an  efi-ect  the  exact  contrary  of 
what  IS  desired.  The  members  of  the  Storthing 
wi  very  properly  make  such  laws  as  they  consider 
will  be  beneficial  to  their  country,  and  will  take 
small  heed  of  the  suggestions  of  Englishmen 
thereon,  especially  as  they  might  very  fairly  retort 
on  us.  Look  to  your  own  declining  salmon  fisheries 
betore  you  tell  us  how  to  improve  ours." 
_  Where  the  association  can  be  of  essential  service 
IS  in  giving  information,  so  that  its  members  and 
correspondents  may  not  hereafter  take  worthless 
portions  of  rivers,  or  pay  to  fish  in  August  water 
that,  without  ram,  is  useless  by  the  end  of  June, 
or  make  other  mistakes  of  which  we  so  often  hear 


The  Late  Mr.  J.  A.  Nicholay. 
Many  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and 
It  Fishing  Gazette  will  regret  to  hear 

that  that  fine  old  angler,  Mr.  J,  A.  Nicholay,  is  dead. 
1  had  not  heard  it  before,  but  it  seems  that  last 
August  he  fell  down  a  flight  of  stairs,  had 
concussion  of  the  brain  and  never  regained 
consciousness. 


Young  Salmon  caught  in  the  Thames. 
I  see  that  one  or  two  of  the  smolts  turned  into 
the  Thames  by  the  Thames  Sabnon  Association 
fiave  been  caught  by  anglers.    Now  that  the  fence 
months  have  begun  there  will  be  no  fear  of  this 


A  Fishing  Note  from  Melbourne. 
At  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Dinner  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  and  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  both  gave  some 
interesting  reminiscences  of  sport  with  sea  fish 
Mr  Senior  referred  to  his  Australian  experiences' 
and  It  will  interest  him  and  others,  I  think  if  I 
give  a  copy  of  the  latest  report  of  sport  to  hand 
from  Melbourne.  "  Waterproof,"  in  the  MeZ6oMr we 
ijeader  of  Jan.  11,  says  : — 

"During  the  holidays  there  was  very  little  sport  for 
the  angler  m  the  vicinity  of  Bairnsdale,  but  excellent 
angling  is  now  to  be  had  in  the  Mitchell  river  which 
is  full  of  bream  weighing  up  to  31b.,  and  mullet  of  a 
large  size  are  also  plentiful.  In  a  few  weeks  perch 
should  be  taken  on  cricket  and  frog.  The  rainbow 
trout  that  were  liberated  in  the  back  water  by  the 
Piscatorial  Association  in  October  last  are  thriving 
splendidly.  Numbers  have  been  seen  in  the  shallow 
water. 

wl'Ifi^i^^^f  0''^^^^^.'.°''  M"--  H.  James,  3 

blackfish  (21b.  80Z.) ;  Mr.  A.  Woods,  2  blackfish  (lib 
9oz.)  on  worms.  ^ 

"  The  Jubilee  Lake,  Daylesford,  has  been  opened  for 
angling  under  permits  issued  at  the  borough  offices 
town  hall.  The  charge  is  5s.  for  the  season,  or  Is.  per 
day,  and  permits  are  issued  subject  to  the  Fisheries 
Act  and  council  regulations. 

"  In  the  Saltwater  river  on  the  1st,  Mr.  C  Lupas 
20  bream  (111b  ),  largest  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  5oz.    On  the 

n  ^^^^^^  ^'^""^  ^^^^■)'  largest  lib.  13oz. 

On  the  6th,  Mr.  D.  Wilson,  12  bream!  largest  lib  • 
«!b  ^■9^T^'  ^fri^lb.) ;  Mr.  C.  T;ite,  16  bream 
81b.  12oz  ),  largest  lib.  Soz. ;  Mr.  J.  Hinton,  8  bream, 
largest  lib.,  on  shrimps,  crabs,  aad  mussels 

"  At  Bream  Creek  and  Bar  won  Heads  sport  has  been 
good.  At  Airey's  Inlet  angling  has  improved  on 
previous  seasons;  Messrs.  Noble,  Taylor,  and  others 
had  good  hauls  from  Jib.  to  21b.  each. 

"  Good  fishing  is  at  present  obtainable  in  the  Hop- 
kins river,  and  some  splendid  catches  of  bream  have 
recently  been  made.  The  river  is  well  patronised  by 
anglers  daily.  •' 

"  At  Williamstown,  on  the  1st,  Mr.  0.  Carr,  8  dozen 

'^^/I'^-.i^^^o*^  ^'^'  Carr,  6  dozen  miilet 

m  the  Saltwater  river,  on  the  1st,  Messrs.  P 
Archer  and  J.  Jefireys,  13  bream. 

"  The  Sale  Angling  Club  had  a  competition  for  two 
trophies  on  Boxmg  Day,  but  none  of  the  competitors 
secured  the  minimum  weight  of  fish.  On  Saturday 
the  perch  commenced  feeding,  and  Messrs.  Pettitt 
J^letcher  and  Lane  got  16,  weighing  401b. ;  largest  61b. 

At  the  Mordialloc  pier,  on  the  31st  ult.T  Mr  F 
M    w'  1  «'=^°apper  (61b.)    At  Atona  Bay,  on  the  Ith! 

o'V^-i^uT/^'r.^  P*^"  =        J-  ^«dan,  68  schnapper 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  T.  Freeth,  16  schnapper. 

•  ".^^'■•t?-^-^^'^  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 

in  the  Rubicon  river.   Messrs.  Wood,  Stillman,  and 


I  find  the  following  amusing  fish  story  in  that 
excellent  journal  La  Peche  Moderne.  It  would 
spoil  It  to  translate  it  :— 

L'Irascible  Mecnier. 
,  .  Un  monsieur  s'est  installe  pour  pecher  dans  le 
biei  d  un  moulin.  L'onde  y  est  cristalline  et  de 
belles  trmtes  y  moucheronnent  au  soleil.  Mais,  a 
peine  a-t-il  lance  sa  ligne  que  le  meunier  parait  sur 
le  seuil,  1  observe  un  instant  et  disparait. 

Le  monsieur  vient  tout  a  coup  de  songer  que 
sans  aucun  doute,  la  peche  est  reservee  et' 
craignant  un  bon  proces,  il  va  plier  bagage  et  se 
retirer  sans  bruit.  Cependant,  devant  le  silence  du 
meunier,  il  s'enhardit,  la  passion  I'emporte  et  il  se 
remet  tout  doucement  a  pecher. 

Malheureusement  le  poisson  est  mefiant  et  I'eau 
trop  Claire.  Rien  ne  mord.  Le  pecheur  s'acharne 
inutilement  pendant  plus  de  deux  heures. 

A  differentes  reprises,  le  meunier  est  venu  I'epier 
et  vaquant  a  ses  travaux,  il  a  passe  et  repasse  sans 
cesse  derriere  lui,  sans  le  deranger,  ni  meme  lui 
adresser  la  parole. 

Enfin,  a  force  de  patience  et  d'adresse,  I'acharne 
disciple  de  Saint-Pierre  est  parvenu  a  tenter  une 
belle  truite.  Elle  a  mordu  et  se  debat  maintenant 
a  bout  de  hgnc,  menant  grand  tapage  dans  le  bief 

Le  pecheur,  qui  connait  son  affaire,  s'occupe  A 
noyer  savamment  sa  prise,  lorsqu'il  se  sent  brutale- 
ment  apprehende  au  collet  par  le  meunier,  bleme 
de  rage. 

—  Qu'est-ce  que  vous  faites  la  ?  . .  Qu'est-ce  qui 
vous  a  permis  de  pecher  ici?...  Voulez-vous  me 
fache  le  camp,  s'il  vous  plait  ?. . .  Et  plus  vite  que 

—  Mais,  replique  le  pecheur  interdit,  tout  en 
maintenant  le  poisson— voici  plus  de  deux  heures 
que  je  taquine  vos  truites— ou  plutot  que  vos  truites 
me  taqument ! . . .  Vous  m'avez  vu  vingt  fois  et  vous 
ne  m  en  avez  pas  empeche '? 

—  Sans  doute  !  repond  le  paysan  furieux.  Quand 
on  n  en  peche  pas,  je  n'empeche  pas  1  Mais  quand 
on  peche,  j  empeche  !.,.  G.  des  R 

The  miller  said  he  didn't  mind  people  trying 
to  catch  his  fish,  but  just  let  him  catch  'em 
catching  'em  ! 


All  the  World  a  Torture  Chamber. 
A  stitch  in  time  saves  nine,  and  I  was  paving  my 
dentist  a  visit.  After  a  few  remai-ks  about  the 
weather  and  influenza,  etc.,  he  adjusted  his 
apparatus  and  prepared  to  insert  one  of  those 
horrible  milled  head  rimers,  or  drills,  which  are 
worked  by  a  kind  of  lathe  and  go  buzzmg  round 

oJu'''"'r*^        '^^^^'^  ^^^^  a  check  winch 
with  a  201b.  salmon  pulling  at  it. 
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He  stopped  the  infernal  machine  for  a  moment 
and  said,  with  a  far-away  look  at  the  sky,  "  Have 
you  ever  noticed,  sir,  what  a  torture  chamber  all 
this  world  is  ?  " 

I  said  to  myself,  "  What  the  deuce  is  he  going  to 
do  to  me  ?  "  However,  it  turned  out  that  some 
wrasse  teeth  which  I  had  been  showing  to  him, 
sent  me  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Fish  itig  Gazette, 
had  caused  him  to  make  the  remark,  and  he  dilated 
at  some  length  on  the  terrible  aptitude  of  the  teeth 
of  the  pike  for  holding  its  prey,  and  of  the  throat 
teeth  of  the  dace  and  chub  for  smashing  up  flies 
and  beetles,  and  of  the  mandibles  of  the  flies  and 
beetles  for  cutting  up  younger  insects,  and  so 
ad  infinitum. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  I  said,  "  quite  true.  This  room  is  a 
torture  chamber — beg  pardon,  world  I  mean,  of 
course." 

You  cannot  joke  with  your  dentist  with  impunity. 
I  was  interested  to  learn  from  him  that  one  of  his 
patients  had  swallowed  some  steel  wire  apparatus 
for  holding  a  tooth  in  place,  but  that  the  gastric 
juices  would  very  soon  dissolve  the  wire.  Probably 
that's  how  fish  digest  so  many  of  our  fish  hooks 
when  the  big  ones  break  away. 

Messrs.  Isbister  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  beg  to  announce 
that  they  have  acquired  the  rights  of  publication 


that  I  now  proceed  to  treat  cursorily — of  those  con- 
fluent streams  that  feed  the  parent  water  at  Hay 
and  above  Hay  and  upwards  to  Builth  and  the 
Welsh  lakes  and  mountains,  whence  the  winding 
Yaga  derives  its  origin. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Rhayader,  Llangurig, 
and  Strata  Florida,  the  Wye  is  fed  by  some  dozen 
to  a  score  of  llyns.  or  lakes,  all  of  which  furnish 
good  trout  fishing  at  certain  times,  particulai-ly  in 
windy  weather.  Visitors  to  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Rhayader,  can  obtain  a  long  stretch  of  trouting 
water,  together  with  several  miles  of  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Wye. 

Builth  is  a  good  centre.  The  streams  are 
Chwefru,  Cneiddon,  Dihonw,  Irfon,  Baili,  and 
Camnant.  The  Lion  Hotel  has  fishing  in  Wye 
and  Irfon,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Roberts,  tackleist,  Builth 
Wells,  has  now  three  miles  of  good  fishing,  care- 
fully preserved,  close  to  the  town — day,  week,  and 
season  tickets.  A  Welsh  friend — adopting  his  own 
peculiar  spelling — advises  me  that  there  is  good 
fishing  at  and  close  to  Builth,  in  the  Yrfon, 
the  Chweffru,  and  Edw,  the  Dishonw,  and  other 
streams,  all  of  which  are  well  stocked  with  trout — 
in  the  spring. 

The  Edw,  casually  referred  to  above,  is  a  very 
nice  rivulet.  It  can  be  well  fished  from  Aberedw, 
Radnorshire,   on   the   Cambrian   Railway.  The 


the  fario  tribe.  But  there  are  casting  places  here 
and  there,  and,  moreover,  there  are  numerous  open 
reaches  wherein  one  can  throw  a  long  and  unim- 
peded line.  The  river,  too,  is  by  no  means  of  the 
one-cast-to-the-mile  order.  It  abounds  in  trouty 
water — cascades,  eddies,  confluent  parts,  ripples, 
undulations,  and  that  which  Devonians  term 
"  stickles."  Nor  are  its  trout  of  the  mountain, 
torrential,  moorland,  or  Welsh  pattern — sardines — 
seven,  eight,  or  nine  to  the  pound.  The  Llunvi 
contains  povmders,  -pounders,  trout  of  -Jib.,  and  a 
fair  average  supply  of  fish  of  four,  five,  and  six 
ounces,  all  like  the  man  in  the  novel,  "  dev'lish 
sly."  In  March  I  found  them  inclined  to  rise 
coyly  at  the  March  Brown  and  nothing  else. 

Talgarth  is  a  good  centre  whence  to  explore  the 
Black  Mountains,  and  especially  "  Cader."  About 
five  miles  from  this  occasionally  busy  little  market 
town  lies  Llangorse  Lake  {Llyn  Savaddon).  Llan- 
gorse  is  a  good  fishing  centre  station  for  coarse 
fish.  The  lake  abounds  in  good  perch  (pounders 
chiefly)  and  pike.  Of  the  latter  fish  of  over  25lb. 
have  been  taken  from  its  waters. 

Still  passing  on  down  stream  (and  keeping  on  its 
right  bank  on  the  Cambrian  side  of  the  Welsh 
Marches),  we  come  to  Three  Cocks,  the  junction  of 
the  Midland  and  Cambrian  Railways. 

At  Three   Cocks  Junction  are  found  but  few 
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in  England  and  the  British  Colonies  of  Miss  Stone's 
story  of  her  experiences  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
brigands.  The  narrative  will  appear  serially  in 
The  Sundai/  Magazine,  beginning  in  the  May 
number.  There  will  probably  be  five  articles. 
Miss  Stone's  book,  which  will  of  course  include 
much  matter  in  addition  to  what  is  contained  in 
the  magazine  articles,  will  be  published  in  the 
early  autumn  —  probably  towards  the  end  of 
September.  Both  the  magazine  articles  and  the 
book  will  be  illustrated  with  a  number  of  photo- 
graphs, some  of  which  are  unique. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


ON  THE  AVELSH  MAKCHES. 


TRIBUTARIES  OF  THE  UPPER  WYE. 
As  I  have  previously  set  forth  in  these  columns, 
the  great  and  glorious  Wye — once  so  celebrated  for 
its  salmon  and  its  trout — is  now  no  longer  worth 
considering  by  those  who  wish  to  angle  for  game 
fish,  owing  to  netting,  the  diversion  of  the  waters, 
pollution,  poaching,  and  the  plethora  of  coarse 
fish,  particularly  chub,  eels,  and  pike.  But  the 
tributaries  of  the  river  are  still  fairly  well  stocked 
with  good  trout  and  grayling.  The  Arrow  and  the 
Lugg  continue  to  keep  up  their  ancient  reputation. 
It  is,  however,  of  the  tributaries  of  the  upper  Wye 


View  of  Hay  ok  the  Wye 


trouting  is  good,  especially  in  April.  Permission 
is  freely  given.  Here  there  are  also  the  Bach- 
howey  brook,  the  Idyn  and  Mann  pools,  and  Lakes 
Cawr,  Llanbychllyn,  and  others.  At  Aberedw  the 
scenery  of  the  Wye  Valley  is  most  majestic,  the 
rocks  towering  to  a  great  height  and  covered  nearly 
to  their  summits  with  rich  foliage,  whilst  the  bare 
tops  tower  aloft  in  all  their  natural  grandeur.  This 
district  teems  with  reminiscences  and  legends  of 
Prince  Llewellyn,  of  Grufydd,  the  beloved  and  last 
of  the  Welsh  princes. 

In  April  I  think  highly  of  Talgarth,  where  are 
easily  accessible  the  Llyfni,  Enig,  Rhiangoll, 
Treffrwd,  Grwyne,  Dulais,  and  Llunvi.  The  last- 
mentioned,  flowing  beneath  the  picturesque  ruins 
of  Bronllys  Castle,  is  rented,  for  about  a  mile 
above  and  below  the  castle,  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Roberts, 
of  Byford,  Hereford,  below  whose  stretch  flows 
some  miles  of  excellent  trouting  water,  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  landlord  of  the  Tower  Hotel, 
Talgarth,  who  is  very  accessible  and  accommo- 
dating in  the  matter  of  tickets.  This  very  charm- 
ing Llunvi  flows  down  and  into  the  Wye  at  Three 
Cocks,  of  which  we  shall  treat  in  a  succeeding 
I  paragraph.  The  Llimvi  is  not  a  brook,  nor  yet  a 
:  rivulet — it  is  a  river  in  large  miniature,  some 
fifteen  yards  across,  rather  bushed  in  places. 
Under  these  alder,  hazel,  and  sallow  bushes  good 
trout  lurk.    Here  are  nurseries  and  harbours  for 
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houses,  but  the  hotel  (the  Three  Cocks)  is  very 
comfortable  and  lays  itself  out  to  cater  for  anglers. 
Here  the  Wye  is  preserved,  but  the  landlord  can 
often  get  leave  for  his  customers.  Adjacent,  too, 
is  the  Llyfni,  and  there  are  other  streams  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood — some  of  those  pre- 
viously referred  to. 

Close  at  hand  are  Trefeinon  (Llyfni  and  Cwm 
brook)  and  Brecknock.  The  latter  is  a  useful  centre 
for  the  Usk,  the  Honddu,  the  Tarrell,  the  Cynrig, 
the  Brau,  the  Yskir,  etc.  The  Usk  is  preserved  by 
the  United  Usk  Fishery  Association  from  Defynock, 
except  a  small  portion.  The  Castle  Hotel  Company 
will  supply  information.  Season,  weekly,  and  daily 
tickets,  for  salmon  and  trout,  are  to  be  obtained 
from  Mrs.  Hughes,  stationer,  Brecon,  the  Castle 
Hotel,  and  the  Post  Office,  Sennybridge. 

Next  we  come  to  the  very  ancient  town  of  Hay — 
a  most  desirable  stopping  place  for  anglers  and  all 
manner  of  tourists.  Here  we  have  the  Wye,  of 
course,  Dulas  brook,  Eseley  brook,  the  Dore,  Olchon 
brook,  and  six  miles  off  the  renowned  and  troutful 
Monnow.  From  Hay,  also,  Llangorse  Lake  can  he 
reached  and  fished  by  taking  train  to  Tal-y-llin. 
Hotels  :  Rose  and  Crown,  Bear,  Blue  Boar,  and 
Swan.  Most  of  these  inns  are  permitted  to  grant 
angling  tickets,  whilst  Mr.  C.  Griffiths,  jun..  Bank 
Chambers,  Hay,  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  all 
information. 
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I  have  laid  stress  on  the  importance  of  catching 
your  trout  of  the  Welsh  Marches  in  the  spring. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  this — the  natural 
rapacity  and  comparative  simplicity  of  the  fario 
tribe  early  in  the  season  ;  the  volume  of  water  that 
usually  characterises  the  streams  in  question  in 
April ;  and  the  Cambrian  weakness  for  netting  and 
other  forms  of  poaching  which  breaks  out  virulently 
so  soon  as  the  waters  become  low  and  warm. 

With  reference  to  angling  in  the  streams  referred 
to  above,  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  largely 
preserved,  although  there  are  "  free  "  reaches  along 
all  of  them.  The  protected  parts  may  be  fished  by 
ticket,  whilst  those  parts  which  are  in  private  hands 
can  often  be  visited  by  the  wandering  angler  if 
application  be  made  by  letter,  or  in  other  way,  to 
the  riparian  owner  and  the  holder  of  the  land. 

Clifford  Coedley. 


THE  BEOWN  TKOUT  SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND,  AND  WHEKE  TO 
FISH. 


With  the  advent  of  April  the  yellow  or  brown 
trout  season  in  Scotland  usually  commences.  The 
salmon  season  is  then  usually  in  full  swing,  the  early 
sea-trout  in  the  estuaries  have  not  yet  disappeared, 
and  the  angling  season,  as  a  whole,  may  then  be 
said  to  be  at  its  all-round  best. 

The  March  Brown  is  really  the  May  Fly  of  the 
North,  jand  when  it  is  up  the  trout  feed  upon  it 
most  ravenously.  It  is  the  first  fly  of  the  season 
to  appear  in  force,  and  although  there  may  be 
February  Beds  Soldier  Palmers,  Cowdung,  and 
Barm  flies,  etc.,  en  evidence  in  scattered  places 
here  and  there  by  the  waterside  during  February 
and  March,  the  March  Brown — the  sobre,  sombre, 
little  brown  fly — is  en  evidence  everywhere, •  and 
after  an  April  shower  or  two  the  surface  of  the 
water  seems  alive  with  them,  while  the  incessant 
boils  of  the  feeding  fish  over  the  glassy  surface  of 
the  jstream  tell  of  the  glorious  feast  which  they 
then  provide  to  the  hungry  trout.  It  is  then  that 
the  trout  angler  has  it  all  to  himself,  and  with  a 
bit  of  a  west  wind  for  his  companion  on  east  coast 
streams  forgets  the  world  and  mundane  things, 
and  lives  only  to  fill  his  basket  with  the  rising 
trout  and  make  the  red-letter  day  of  the  angling 
year. 

There  are  some  two  hundred  named  trout-flies  in 
angling  catalogues,  and  of  these  ten  per  cent,  at 
least  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  March  Browns, 
with  some  little  alteration  in  the  dressing,  found 
more  killing  after  the  first  flush  of  the  fly  season 
has  passed,  and  which  are  christened  according  to 
the  fancy  of  the  "  inventor  "  with  his  name,  or  the 
spot  where  they  proved  most  fatal  to  him.  Hence 
we  have  the  Quill  March  Brown,  the  March 
Brown  with  this  dressing  and  that,  and  known  as 
Holfman's  Fancy,  Peter's  Favourite,  Sam  Sleak, 
and  so  on,  all  too  numerous  to  mention,  and  each 
and  all  good  in  their  way,  and  in  their  day  and 
generation.  They  answer  the  purpose  well,  and 
that  is  to  kill  fish  after  they  are  satiated  with  the 
regular  and  orthodox  patterns.  The  quills,  pro- 
fessors, spinners,  spiders,  and  the  other  hundred 
and  eighty  named  and  "  officially  "  recorded  flies 
follow  the  March  Brown,  but  all  the  season  through 
the  little  sombre  fly  or  some  one  or  other  of  its 
progeny  holds  universal  sway  as  a  never-failing 
lure  in  most  rivers  and  streams  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  either  for  sea-trout  or  brown-trout 
angling,  and  often  when  other  fancies  fail  the  trout 
come  greedily  to  an  old  March  Brown. 

Although  the  bro%vn  trout  season  commences 
in  April  on  most  rivers  and  streams  with  an 
early  rise  of  fly,  much  will  depend  on  the  season 
in  general,  and  the  river,  loch,  and  stream  in 
particular.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  Deveron, 
and  Findhorn  are  much  earlier  than  their  upper 
waters,  and  good  sport  may  be  got  on  these  parts 
in  April,  the  like  of  which  may  not  be  looked  for 
on  their  upper  waters  till  May  or  June.  Much 
depends  on  the  elevation  of  the  stream,  and  accord- 
ingly the  prevailing  temperature  of  its  waters,  and 
this  must  be  carefully  studied  by  the  trout  angler 
before  setting  out  if  he  means  to  avoid  being 
disappointed.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  meet 
anglers  from  the  south  of  England  bound  for 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Don  or  Deveron,  for 
instance,  in  the  early  days  of  the  trout  season,  and 
anticipating  a  glorious  time  of  it  with  the  brown 


trout  in  the  heather-clad  glens.  Their  knowledge 
of  the  country  is  borrowed  from  those  who  have 
been  there  in  the  autmnn  ;  but  there  is  just  as 
great  difference  between  the  two  seasons  as  there 
is  at  any  time  between  the  Arctic  regions  and  the 
tropics,  and  often  even  in  May  and  June  the  ice 
and  snow  wreaths  cling  tenaciously  to  the  hill-sides, 
reducing  the  best  chances  of  sport  till  the  last  vestige 
of  it  disappears.  On  the  lower  parts  of  these  and 
such-like  rivers,  however,  good  sport  is  seldom 
absent  under  fair  average  conditions  of  weather 
and  water,  and  this  goes  on  from  the  early  days  of 
April  to  the  end  of  the  trouting  season. 

On  the  Don,  for  instance,  where  trout  anglers 
may  safely  risk  a  cast,  where  the  waters  are  free, 
or  nominally  so,  and  where  the  chances  of  a  spring 
salmon  are  not  by  any  means  remote  this  spring, 
there  is  the  burgh  water  of  Kintore,  lashed  a  good 
deal  both  by  local  anglers  and  visitors  from  far  and 
near,  but  still  a  good  water  for  both  salmon  and 
trout,  and  where  very  early  trouting  may  be  fully 
enjoyed  over  a  mile  or  so  of  water  for  some  Is.  6d. 
a  day  or  3s.  6d.  a  week.  Going  up  the  river  there 
is  the  Inverurie  water  and  part  of  the  Urie.  Then 
at  Alford  there  is  the  Haughton  Arms  water,  which 
has  recently  passed  into  new  hands,  and  which  is  at 
the  disposal  of  anglers  staying  at  the  hotel.  Here 
and  hereabout  the  trout  fishing  is  really  first- 
class  under  anything  like  fair  average  conditions. 
The  upper  waters  of  the  Don  fish  better  in  May, 
June,  and  July,  and  at  Kildrummie,  Towie,  Newe 
Arms  Hotel,  and  Corgaff  most  of  the  reaches  are 
free  to  anglers  staying  at  the  local  hotels.  On  the 
Deveron  at  Banff  there  is  a  mile  of  free  water,  and 
some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  are  being  made 
there  with  every  tide.  The  Fife  Arms  Hotel  also 
rents  waters  for  their  guests,  while  farther  up  the 
river  sport  may  be  got  at  Huntly  on  the  Deveron, 
Bogie,  and  Isla,  from  April  1  onwards,  when 
the  season  officially  opens  on  these  well-known 
and  much  frequented  waters.  At  the  Richmond 
Arms,  Cabrach,  the  fly  is  of  little  use  till  the 
advent  of  May  at  earliest,  and  not  till  June  is  it  at 
its  best,  but  anglers  who  love  the  worm  or  minnow 
will  find  plenty  to  fill  their  creels  there  with  these 
in  April  and  May. 

Among  a  few  of  the  ticket  waters  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Ythan  at  Ellon  and  Newburgh — the 
latter  good  for  tidal  finnock  and  sea  trout ;  the 
Ugie,  for  three  seasons  past  entirely  devoted  to 
angling,  and  let  out  on  weekly  or  monthly  tickets  ; 
the  Blackwater,  DuUan,  and  Deveron  at  Dufftown  ; 
the  Conglass,  Avon,  and  Ailnach  at  Tomintoul ; 
the  Cruick,  Kidloch,  and  West  Water  in  Forfar- 
shire ;  Lochs  Brandy  and  Wharrel  near  Kirriemuir; 
and  parts  of  the  South  Esk  and  a  number  of  smaller 
streams,  all  the  favourite  haunts  of  the  author  of 
"  The  Little  Minister  "  when  in  his  native  i  glen. 
Then  in  Inverness  there  are  numerous  lochs  both 
on  the  mainlands  and  islands,  but  particularly  the 
latter,  where  good  brown  trout  angling  may  freely 
be  had,  and  sea  trout,  when  they  are  running,  but 
somewhat  later  on  in  the  season  than  April  or 
May,  although  much  depends  on  the  season,  whether 
it  be  early  or  late.  There  are  many  other  parts, 
including  the  numerous  lochs  and  streams  of 
Sutherland  and  Boss,  and  the  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Islands,  but  these  are  not  favourite  spots  for  very 
early  trout,  although  in  May,  June,  and  July  no 
better  could  be  desired.  G.  M. 


AN  ECHO  OF  THE  FLY  FISHEKS' 
DINNEE. 


"RODS  AND  STRIPES." 

Readers  of  the  poem  "  Rods  and  Stripes," 
written  by  "  Cots  wold  Isys  "  for  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  the 
Hon.  J.  H.  Choate,  the  American  Ambassador,  in 
the  chair,  which  through  unforeseen  circumstances 
arrived  too  late  for  recitation  at  the  dinner,  but 
which  appeared  in  our  issue  of  March  15,  will  please 
to  add  to  it  the  following  concluding  stanza  : — 

We  bless  our  "  stars  "  no  angry  "  stripes  " 

Have  been  by  either  laid 
On  either' s  back  for  blest,  long  years. 

Nor  shall,  if  Heaven  aid ; 
United,  as  in  blood  we  be, 

We'll  fear  no  other  nation, 
And  only  stand  we  side  by  side, 

Why  then  we'll  "whip  creation"! 


MESSES.  FAELOW'S  PEICE  LIST 
FOE  1902. 


Messrs.  C.  Faulow  k  Co.  again  send  us  their 
admirable  little  catalogue  and  price  list — full  of  all 
the  best  of  good  things  from  a  trout  fly  up  to 
their  superb  eleven  guinea  split-cane  salmon  rod 
with  every  modem  improvement.  This  indicates 
that  the  pockets  of  all  kinds  of  anglers  are  con- 
sidered by  Messrs.  Farlow,  and  that  they  do  not 
cater  only  (although  they  do  chiefly)  for  the  wealthy 
salmon  or  trout  or  pike  or  salt-water  angler. 

For  Mahseer  tackle  they  have  had  the  great 
advantage  of  having  the  advice  of  Mr.  II.  S. 
Thomas,  whose  work,  "  The  Rod  in  India,"  might 
almost  be  better  called  "  The  Book  of  the  Mahseer," 
and  that  would  prevent  its  being  ordered  by  people 
who  are  studying  the  subject  of  flagellation.  Mr. 
Thomas,  like  most  of  their  customers,  has  unbounded 
faith  in  Messrs.  Farlow — their  name  on  a  rod  or 
reel  is  like  the  hall-mark  on  silver,  a  guarantee 
of  value.  Mr.  Thomas  says : — "  So  it  has  come 
about  that  though  any  tackle  maker  that  you 
are  accustomed  to  deal  with  ought,  from  the 
instructions  in  this  book,  to  be  able  to  supply  you 
correctly,  I  am  afraid  few  of  them  will  unless  they 
have,  or  aim  at  having,  a  sufficiently  large  Indian 
connection  to  malie  it  worth  their  while  to  buy 
this  book  and  keep  it  by  them  for  reference  and  to 
give  it  the  necessary  study.  If  they  will  I  have 
done  all  I  can,  in  careful  particularising  of  details, 
to  help  anglers  to  continue  to  deal  with  their  old 
friends  by  helping  their  old  friends  to  be  able  to 
give  them  satisfaction.  If  therefore  your  angler 
affections  are  already  centred  I  do  not  want  to 
tamper  with  your  love.  My  love,  I  will  confess  it, 
was  plighted  long  ago  to  Farlow.  He  first  hooked 
me  with  a  proper  Mahseer  hook,  and  then  stole  my 
heart  with  one  of  his  rods ;  and  up  to  date  they 
have  continued  to  make  such  a  speciality  of  Indian 
fishing  that — well,  I  am  afraid  to  say  more  lest  I 
should  be  charged  with  favouritism,  while,  in  brief, 
the  one  thought  of  my  book  is  to  aid  the  angler,'in 
special  consideration  of  the  grievous  disappointment 
of  having  the  wrong  tackle  sent  you  out  in  India 
at  such  an  irremediable  distance  from  your  tackle 
shop." 

Farlow's  Patent  Triple-tail  Phantom. 

On  page  95  we  notice  a  novelty  which  looks  very 
deadly,  and  that  is  Farlow's  Patent  Triple-tail 
Phantom.  The  bodies  are  made  of  india-rubber 
and  painted  with  brown  or  blue  backs.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Buckmaster  says  he  has  found  the  triple-tail 
phantoms  a  most  killing  bait  for  salmon,  loch 
trout,  pike,  and  perch — even  in  the  brightest  water. 
Where  anglers  want  to  get  pike  out  of  a  trout  water 
which  cannot  well  be  netted,  thej'  should  try  one 
of  these  triple-tail  rubber  phantoms,  brown  back, 
red  spots  on  sides  and  silver  belly.  For  Thames 
trout  they  would  answer  splendidly,'  and  that  very 
high  class  of  angling  opens  on  Monday  next. 

Sea  fishing  rods  and  tackle  are  thoroughly  well 
represented  in  Messrs.  Farlow's  list.  Here  is  the 
description  of  their  "  British  Sea  Anglers'  Combina- 
tion Sea  and  Pike  Rod  " — a  rod  which  would  be 
just  the  thing  to  take  when  going  to  some  country 
where  there  was  fishing  for  strong  fish  of  various 
kinds,  such  as  abound  in  so  many  parts  of  our 
empire. 

We  are  glad  to  know  from  our  own  subscription 
list  that  naval  and  military  men  are  often  very 
keen  anglers,  and  of  Messrs.  Farlow's  customers 
quite  a  large  proportion  are  officers  in  the  English 
army  and  navy.  Manj'  who  used  to  drop  in  at 
No.  191,  Strand,  when  in  town,  are  now  lying 
peacefully  on  some  South  African  battlefield ;  many 
more  will  before  long,  let  us  hope,  have  done  their 
country's  arduous  work,  and  with  the  word  •'  Peace  " 
sounding  through  the  land  will  be  thinking  of 
exchanging  the  revolver  and  the  sword  for  the 
salmon  and  trout  rod. 


Pike  Fishing  on  the  Costa.— Pike  are  the  only 
coarse  fish  that  can  now  be  taken  untU.  June  16,  and 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  sport  among  them.  And, 
speaking  of  pike,  reminds  me  that  my  old  friend,  H. 
Hunt,  mine  host  at  the  White  Swan  at  Pickering, 
called  in  to  see  me  the  other  day  and  asked  me  if  any 
one  would  like  a  turn  among  the  pike  on  the  lower 
Costa,  as  he  could  let  them  have  a  club  ticket  if  they 
paid  him  a  visit.  The  fishing  is  good,  but  as  Mr.  H. 
has  only  four  day  tickets  it  will  be  a  case  of  "Who 
speaks  first  ?  "  The  trout  fishing  on  the  Costa  does 
not  start  vmtil  April  16. — Halcyon  in  the  Weekly 
Edition  of  the  Leeds  Mercunj. 
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SPEING  IN  NOEWAY. 

Occasionally  at  the  end  of  May,  but  more 
usually  in  early  June,  the  first  permanent  and 
material  rise  in  the  air  temperature  takes  place  in 
Southern  Norway,  and  then  undoubtedly  is  the 
most  delightful  period  of  the  whole  year  in  that 
country.    The  chilly  showers  of  sleet  and  snow 
have  ceased  to  drift  across  the  landscape,  tni  a 
cloudless  sky  and  brilliant  sunshine  take  their 
place.    The  mountains,  sheeted  as  yet  almost  to 
their  bases  in  their  winter  dress,  are  beribboned 
with  innumerable  cataracts  of  falling  water,  which 
before  the  summer  sets  fairly  in  will  have  completely 
disappeared ;  and  the  great  lakes  reflect  in  their 
blue  depths  the  snow-clad  fjelds,  the  dark  pine 
woods,  and  the  green  oases  which  occ\ir  every  here 
and  there  along  their  shores.    Under  the  altered 
conditions  of  weather  and  temperature  the  face  of 
Nature  changes  with  astonishing  rapidity.  The 
graceful  birch  and  the  mountain  ash,  singly  and 
in  groups,   quickly  display  theii-  bright  foliage 
among  the  sombre  pines  which  are  everywhere 
in  evidence ;   soon  the  "  hegg "  is  covered  with 
its  masses    of  white  bloom ;    the  "  naekfugl " 
pass  high  aloft  on  their  way  to  the  far  north  ;  the 
swallows  and  other  summer  guests  arrive.    In  the 
woodlands  the  "blaabaer,"  with  its  wax-lLke  flower, 
and  other  wild  berry  plants,  burst  into  leaf,  the 
star-like  white  anemone  is  everywhere  visible,  even 
the  juniper  bushes  put  forth  tender  green  shoots, 
and  only  the  brown,  dingy  -  looking  heather  is 
backward  in  acknowledging  the  sweet  influences  of 
spring.    The  rivers,  swollen  by  the  vast  volumes 
of  melted  snow  discharged  into  them  from  all 
directions,  pour  down  the  main  valleys  in  heavy 
flood,  bearing  on  their  bosoms  the  innumerable 
pine  logs  which  have  been  cut  down  in  the  winter 
and  drawn  on  the  surface  of  the  snow  to  within 
convenient  reach  of  the  water  ;  in  thousands  they 
go  whirling  by,  tossed  hither  and  thither  by  the 
resistless  current,  as  thistle-down  by  summer 
breeze.    A  fortunate  thing  would  it  be  for  the 
salmon  angler  were  the  entire  harvest  of  the  woods 
carried  seawards  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  such 
is  by  no  means  the  case ;  thousands  of  logs  yet 
remain — in  huge  rafts  on  the  lakes,  in  the  rifts  on 
the  mountain  sides,  among  the  boulders  and  more 
confined  channels  of  the  upper  waters.    Later  on 
in  the  season,  when  the  rivers  are  beginning  to 
fine  down  into  order,  and  the  salmon  are  running 
up  from  the  fjords,  these  late  comers  wUl  duly 
make  their  appearance,  and  will  be  greeted  with 
much  choice  language  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  tongue. 

It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  there  is  no 
use  in  fishing  for  trout  Ln  snow  water.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  all  the  water  that  fills  the  lakes  at  this  time 
of  the  year  is  snow  quite  recently  melted,  and  there- 
fore very  cold ;  but  the  warmth  of  the  air  attracts 
the  fish  to  the  shallows  along  the  banks  in  search 
of  food,  and  there — should  the  height  above  sea- 
level  be  only  moderate — they  not  infrequently  take 
the  fly  freely  early  in  Jime.  The  best  period  of  the 
day  is  when  the  sim  has  been  up  some  time,  and, 
where  the  local  conditions  permit,  the  angler  will 
do  better  from  terra  firma  than  from  a  boat — in 
itself  no  small  advantage,  as  rendering  him  to  a 
certain  extent  independent  of  wind.  The  water 
being  pretty  nearly  as  clear  as  gin,  tolerably  fine 
gear  paj  s.  The  smaller  lochs  are  preferable  to  the 
larger  ones,  for  although  the  latter  contain,  as  a 
rule,  plenty  of  fish,  sport  worth  having  can  only  be 
obtained  at  a  few  odds  and  ends  of  places,  and  much 
time  is  wasted  "in  finding  these  out.  Beyond  the 
actual  area  of  surface  occupied  by  it,  timber 
interferes  but  little  with  angling  on  these  lakes ; 
indeed  it  has  its  advantages,  and  would  seem  to 
possess  specific  attractions  'for  the  fish,  which  lie 
underneath  and  rise  close  alongside  the  floating 
logs.  One  day  last  year  on  a  certain  loch  the  trout 
were  taking  very  badly,  but  at  length  the  boat 
drifted  down  to  a  raft  of  timber  that  had  got 
jammed  up  between  an  island  and  the  mainland. 
The  breeze  was  a  fresh  one,  and<  the  wavelets 
breaking  on  the  logs  created  a  great  "  jobble."  As 
soon  as  I  was  able  to  throw  the  flies  within  this 
disturbed  water  the  fish  rose  greedily  at  them  every 
cast,  and  in  a  very  short  time  I  secured  over  three 
dozen  good  trout.  Indeed,  along  this  raft  was  the 
only  part  of  the  loch  where  I  could  do  any  good 
that  day.  The  chips,  sawdust,  and  such  like  «Ze6m 
are  a  much  greater  nuisance  than  the  logs  to  which 
they  owe  their  existence.  When  the  wind  has 
been  blowing  for  some  time  from  the  same  quarter 
acres  of  ^  water  get  completely  covered  over  with  a 


film  of  tiny  pieces  of  wood  and  bark,  small  twigs, 
and  sawdust ;  to  such  the  trout  would  also  appear 
to  be  partial,  but  at  pretty  nearly  every  cast  the 
flies  foul  something  or  another,  and  it  is  very 
aggravating  work.  In  addition  to  the  natural 
causes — heat,  cold,  rain,  etc. — which  affect  the 
level  of  the  water  in  these  mountain  lakes  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  month  of  June,  damming 
for  timber  floating  purposes  has  to  be  reckoned 
with.    Here  is  a  case  in  point : 

This  house  is  picturesquely  situated  amid  lofty 
wooded  hUls,  and  from  among  these  a  considerable 
river  descends,  which  discharges  within  a  couple  of 
hvmdred  yards  of  the  door  into  a  fine  lake.  The 
lower  five  hundred  yard*  of  its  course  is  a  series  of 
very  heavy  rapids,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a 
perpendicular  fall  about  one  hundred  feet  in  height ; 
and  a  little  way  above  the  fall,  where  the  river 
emerges  from  another  extensive  sheet  of  water, 
there  is  a  high  dam.  When  this  is  closed  a 
modei-ate  amount  of  water  only  flows  down  the 
channel,  but  when — a  sufficiency  of  timber  having 
been  collected — it  is  opened,  an  immense  volume 
of  ice-cold  water  is  released ;  the  logs  come  rolling 
down  the  foss  in  hundreds  and  thousands  with  a 
noise  like  thunder,  and  the  level  of  the  lower  lake 
is  quickly  raised. 

In  these  districts  the  "otter"  is  much  too 
frequently  in  evidence,  but  I  have  come  to  look 
upon  that  objectionable  contrivance  with  some 
equanimity.  It  is  really  the  only  means — apart 
from  nets — by  which  the  natives  can  in  summer 
take  fish  on  the  big  lakes  ;  and  on  the  smaller  ones, 
owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the  gear  employed,  it  is 
only  efficacious  when  a  strong  breeze  is  blowing. 

EUGDE. 


FISHING  TACKLE  EXHIBITS  AT 
THE  EOYAL  AQUAEIUM. 

By  E.  B.  Marston. 
The  Aquarium  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
abolition  of  the  tiers  of  seats  opposite  the  stage — 
not  five  days  out  of  the  365  were  they  even  half 
full,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  time  they  interfered 
with  the  light  and  general  effect.  Messrs.  Ogden 
&  Scotford  greatly  benefit  by  this  new  arrangement, 
and  it  was  even  possible  to  see  they  had  a  new  oil- 
coloured,  hand-painted  Devon  minnow  on  view  in 
different  sizes,  which  one  or  two  Irish  professional 
fishermen  have  somehow  or  other  seen,  and  now 
they  swear  by  it ;  and  it  takes  a  lot  to  make  an 
Irish  gillie  even  try  a  new  idea.  "  Och,  yer  honour  ! 
them's  just  fine  to  catch  anglers  with,"  is  the  usual 
comment  on  new  patents  in  baits. 

Hardy  Brothers. — Works,  Alnwick.  Branches 
in  London,  Manchester,  and  Edinburgh.  Thirty- 
seven  gold,  silver,  and  other  medals,  gained  at 
every  exhibition  of  importance  held  in  the  world 
since  about  the  year  1880  or  1881. 

It  does  not  seem  over  twenty  years  since  Mr. 
Jno.  J.  Hardy  asked  me  whether  I  thought  it 
would  be  worth  their  while  to  exhibit  at  the 
Norwich  Fishery  Exhibition,  I  think  in  1881  or 
1882.  Of  course  I  strongly  advised  him  to  do  so, 
knowing  the  good  work  they  were  already  doing  in 
split  cane  rods,  and  they  have  never  regretted  it. 

Mr.  Jno.  J.  Hardy  was  away  trying  a  new  patent 
on  the  Dee  salmon ;  his  brother,  Mr.  Harry,  who 
is  equally  keen  as  an  angler,  showed  me  a  capital 
new  fishing-bag  they  have  just  got  out,  which  is  as 
practical  as  their  inventions  usually  are. 

The  "  Aln  "  fishing-bag  is  double — one  pocket  of 
it  for  tackle,  lunch,  etc.,  and  the  other  for  fish,  the 
latter  made  of  white  rubber,  so  that  you  can 
yourself  turn  it  inside  out  and  wash  it  at  the 
waterside.  I  find  that  a  handful  of  fine 
river  sand  rubbed  on  acts  like  magic  in  getting 
rid  of  fish-scales,  etc. 

Then  it  has  a  metal  eye  conveniently 
placed  on  the  outside  of  the  bag  to  hold  the 
spring  catch  of  your  "  Eoyde,"  or  other  fold- 
ing landing-net.  The  "  Royde  "  is  now  so 
improved  with  aluminium  and  rounded  corners,  etc., 
that  there  is  no  better  net  of  the  kind  in  the  market. 

But  to  return  to  the  "Aln  "  fishing  bag.  The  flap 
or  lid,  if  one  may  so  call  it,  is  made  to  detach,  and 
bsing  waterproof  you  can— and,  if  ydu  are  wise, 
will — sit  on  it  when  having  lunch  or  a  smoke. 
Then  on  the  strap  there  are  guards  for  small  straps 
or  strings  to  pass  through  for  holding  the  water- 
proof cape.  I  wonder  Messrs.  Burberry  have 
never  made  a  very  light  waterproof  cape  to  fold  up 
into  as  small  a  space  as  possible  and  be  carried  in 


a  light  celluloid  tube  strapped  to  the  creel.  A 
waterproof  coat  is  a  necessary  evil — every  angler 
hates  to  carry  it,  but  knows  it  is  imperative  in  our 
climate— and  the  thing  is  to  reduce  the  weight  as 
much  as  possible. 

The  Silex  Eeel.— I  thought  all  that  could  be 
said  of  this  beautiful  reel  had  been  said,  but  Messrs. 
Hardy  have  added  a  simple  sunk  screw  arrange- 
ment which  converts  the  reel  from  a  free-running 
Nottinghammer  to  a  silent  check  dr^  fly  trout  reel— 
if  you  like  a  clicking  check  you  press  a  knob.  If 
Messrs.  Hardy  add  any  more  improvements  there 
will  be  no  reel  left.  Mr.  Hardy  showed  me  some 
grand  gut  trout  casts  at  Is.  6d.  each,  and  well  worth 
the  money.  If  there  is  otie  thing  that  it  is  unwise 
for  the  angler  to  be  stingy  with  himself  about 
it  is  his  gut  lines— what  is  the  use  of  working 
at  your  profession  or  business  most  of  the  year 
to  get  a  fishing  holiday  and  then  losing 
your  best  fish  because  your  gut  was  inferior;  in 
the  same  way  it  you  get  a  cast  hitched  up  in  a 
tree,  don't  waste  half-an-hour  of  your  holiday  and 
of  your  life  in  getting  it  down— pull  till  it  breaks 
and  put  on  another — half-an-hour  may  lose  you 
the  best  of  the  rise. 

Messrs.  Hardy's  "  Club  "  Dry-Ply  Box  has  been 
improved  again.  It  is  absolutely  damp  and  moth 
proof,  and  the  most  luxurious  box  on  the  market. 
It  would  last  eleven  years,  with  fair  usage  longer. 

There  is  a  fashion  in  patterns  of  rods  as  in 
ladies'  toques— (I  thought  a  toque  was  a  skirt 
until  I  was  fishing  with  my  wife  last  year  and 
sat  down  on  it  by  accident,  and  I  soon  found 
it  wasn't).  The  Hardy  Dry-Fly  Eod,  which  is 
going  best  this  season,  is  that  made  from 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pope's  favourite  pattern  of  spliced  rod. 
Mr.  P.  is  such  a  fine  angler  and  such  a  good 
fellow  that  I  was  delighted  to  hear  that  he  is 
going  to  get  spliced  himself  next  month.  - 

I  am  asking  Messrs.  Hardy  to  alter  the  pattern 
of  a  dry-fly  rod  which  they  made  for  me  ;  it  was  an 
attempt  to  get  a  Castleconnell  action  on  a  split 
cane  and  was  not  so  successful  as  I  hoped  it  would 
prove. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  I  have  so 
often  said  about  the  fine  variety,  value,  and  quality 
of  the  split  cane  and  greenheart  salmon  and  trout 
rods  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros. ;  their  name  is 
second  to  none  on  the  earth. 

Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  157,  St.  John-street- 
road,  London,  N.— Two  fine  sea  fish— a  641b.  Cape 
salmon  and  a  281b.  yellow  tail— caught  by  one  of 
their  customers,  Dr.  Bateman,  are  a  great  attrac- 
tion at  Messrs.  Carter's  stand,  where  they  have 
a  first-rate  all-round  exhibit  of  salmon,  trout, 
and  other  rods,  reels,  lines,  flies,  etc.  They  are  the 
agents  for  the  Grant  "  Vibration  "  Eod,  and  I  was 
really  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Clay  that  these  rods 
are  in  future  to  vibrate  at  a  more  reasonable  price. 
He  showed  me  a  little  9ft.  6in.  trout-rod,  which  is 
the  best  I  have  yet  seen  of  Mr.  Grant's  trout 
"  vibrators."  The  "  Warde  "  steel-centre  10ft.  6in, 
split  cane  is  another  powerful  pattern — made  for  a 
customer,  as  is  the  "  Hunter  "—which  struck  me 
as  of  unusually  even  action. 

No  dry-fly  man  who  goes  to  the  Aquarium  should 
omit  to  see  Messrs.  Carter's  double-wing  floaters 
at  two  shillings  a  dozen,  on  eyed  hooks ;  they  are 
thoroughly  good  in  every  respect.  The  "  Gresham  " 
and  the  "  Hertford  "  are  two  new  May  Flies— new 
names  to  me  any  way — very  good,  but  I  certainly 
preferred  the  build  of  their  small  flies  and  their 
Alders  with  Bustard  and  also  Woodcock  Wing. 

In  baits  Messrs.  Carter  have  at  last  succeeded 
in  getting  a  fertile  cross  between  the  Devon  and 


Carter's  Hybrid  Phanto-Devon. 


Phantom — two  grand  old  strains.  The  "  Hybrid  " 
has  many  of  the  good  qualities  of  both  parents, 
and  should  have  a  good  run  as  a  salmon,  pike,  and 
perch  bait. 

The  "F.  H.  C."  Pocket  Dry-Fly  Case  is 
excellent— the  beastly  moths  have  no  chance 
of  getting  at  the  flies,  while  the  angler  can 
do  so  very  comfortably.  Moths  are  the  fly 
fisher's  worry  and  the  fly  maker's  terror.  In 
casts  Mr.  Clay  showed  me  some  beautiful  speci- 
mens at  Is.  each  for  trout  and  grayling,  also  a 
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salmon  cast  at  6s.  He  goes  in  for  sea-trout  fishing 
himself  and  has  a  good  and  varied  show  of  artificials 
for  them.  Sea  fishing  is  also  well  represented  here 
m  rods,  reels,  and  tackle,  including  a  one-and-a- 
half  yard  gut  cast,  with  six  flies  of  different  colours 
fishing,  as  recently  described  in  the 
I'lshmg  Gazette;  the  price  is  only  Is.  Another 
novelty  IS  a  very  strong  and  weU  made  lunch  and 
tea  basket— size,  18in.  long  by  llin.  wide  and 


Cabteb's  "  P.  H.  C."  PocEET  Fly  Case. 


12m.  deep;  it  is  fitted  with  kettle,  spirit 
stove,  glass  bottles  in  wicker-work  covers 
cups,  plates,  saucers,  etc.,  sufficient  for  two 
anglers,  and  I  should  think  would  be  very  useful 
to  take  out  in  the  boat  when  sea  fishing  or  lake 
fishing,  or  to  keep  in  the  fishing  hut. 

How  it  can  be  made  for  the  money  I  do  not 
know,  but  Messrs.  Carter  show  an  American  nickel- 
plated  multiplying  reel  3^  inches  in  diameter,  with 


pair  of  wading  stockings  and  brogues  from  him, 
and  I  have  had  a  good  many  waterproof  goods  of 
all  kinds  since,  and  remember  none  which  he  had 
recommended  which  was  not  satisfactory.  He 
tells  me  their  "  Featherweight  "  wading  stockings 
and  trousers  have  given  every  satisfaction,  and  they 
are  bound  to  do  so  if  his  caution  is  remembered— 
namely,  that  they  are  not  suited  for  climbing  about 
rocks,  but  as  far  as  waterproof  quality  goes  they 
will  stand  any  test,  as  there  is  just  as  much  rubber 
proofing  used  in  their  manufacture  as  there  is  in 
the  stoutest  make.  They  can  be  had  with  a  light 
leather  boot  attached  and  with  felt  sole.  It  is  true 
felt  does  not  wear  well,  but  it  is  cheap  enough,  and 
an  angler  can  re-sole  and  heel  his  own  boots  with 
ease— all  that  is  required  is  the  waterproof  com- 
position used  for  sticking  ths  felt  on. 

In  1863  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  who  was 
then  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  suggested  a  water- 
proof fishing  jacket  to  Mr.  Malcom,  who  made  it 
and  still  finds  that  it  is  greatly  appreciated  where 
a  really  light  waterproof  jacket  is  required.  He  has 
a  well-made  waterproof  Tweed  coat  at  35s.,  of  very 
good  appearance— just  the  thing  for  loch  fishing 
and  for  use  with  gum  boots  or  other  short  wading 
boots.  Of  brogues,  Mr.  Malcom  has  a  large  stock 
to  suit  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  anglers. 

While  I  was  trying  rods  and  turning  reels  I  got  a 
glimpse  of  the  most  wonderfully  trained  and 
intelligent  band  of  horses  I  have  ever  seen,  per- 
forming for  the  first  time  in  the  circus  in  front  of 
the  stage.  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  one 
of  these  horses  had  given  Mr.  Malcom  an  order  for 
two  pair  of  wading  stockings. 


ABOUT  MAY  FLIES. 


Cabtee  s  New  "Light  and  Stbong  " 
Landing-net. 

two  check  actions,  which  will  hold  between  one 
hundred  and  two  hundred  yards  of  line ;  the  price 
IS  only  83.  6d.  The  Yankee  who  sold  these  reels 
to  Messrs.  Carter  must  have  found  them. 

Ogden  &  ScoTFORD.— Mr.  Scotford  showed  me 
a  15ft.  £5  10s.  split  cane,  double  built  grilse  fly 
rod,  which  I  really  felt  inclined  to  buy,  only  I  have 
more  rods  than  I  can  wear  out  if  I  live  till 
Macaulay's  New  Zealander  comes  to  fish  for 
Thames  salmon  off  the  ruins  of  London  Bridge. 

It  is  an  elegant  little  rod,  with  a  very  sensible 
and  simple  lock  fast  joint,  and  the  split  cane  is 
contmued  right  down  to  the  button  on  the  butt  • 
this  makes  for  lightness  as  well  as  strength  and 
even  play  of  the  rod.  For  grilse  fishing  or  for  a 
lady  s  salmon  rod  this  rod  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
feet  will,  I  am  sure,  be  found  excellent.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
the  split  cane  rod  is  gradually  but  surely  pushing 
the  greenheart  rod  out  of  the  field,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  before  very  long  fly-fishing  will  be  done 
either  with  split  cane  or  whole  cane  rods,  except 
for  special  patterns.  Steel  will  not,  I  think  ever 
take  the  place  of  cane.  There  is  a  "kick  "  about 
the  action  of  the  steel  rod,  like  the  "flip"  of  the 
rifle,  which  is  not  to  be  got  over  easily  except  bv 
addmg  weight  beyond  all  reason  in  a  rod. 

Mr.  Scotford  told  me  he  will  be  at  the  Aquarium 
up  to  about  April  17 ;  he  mentioned  that  he  can 
give  particulars  of  a  rod  at  ^10  10s.  to  let  on 
twenty  miles  of  well  preserved  river  fishing  in 
Wales,  very  good  for  sea-trout  in  July,  salmon  in 
the  autumn,  and  with  pretty  fair  trout  fishincr  Of 
course,  no  sea-troul  fishing  is  any  good  if  there  is 
no  water  to  bring  the  fish  up,  but  if  I  had  not 
more  fishing  than  I  can  fish  I  would  take  that  rod 
from  what  Mr.  Scotford  tells  me  about  it  He 
showed  me  a  sweet  fourteen-foot  blue  mahoe  fly 
rod  which  is  sold,  a  sixteen-foot  hexagonal  green- 
heart  salmon  rod,  Thames  spinning  rods  of  nine 
teet  and  nine  feet  six  inches,  and  a  good  lot  of  May 
Flies  and  small  trout  flies.  As  I  was  leavin/, 
Mr.  Scotford  gave  me  a  nicely-printed  illustrated 
catalogue  and  price  list  of  their  goods 

Messrs.  Maicom  &  Co.,  3,  Green  -  street, 
Leicester-square.  I  was  glad  to  see  Mr.  Malcom 
again.    I  think  it  was  in  1867  I  bought  my  first 


It  may,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  be  considered  a 
little  premature  to  discourse  upon  May  Flies.  An 
all-round  angler,  however,  and  particularly  the 
man  who  can  turn  out  with  his  own  deft  fingers 
a  passable  imitation  of  a  fly,  will  never  remain 
idle,  especially  if  he  be  one  of  those  individuals 
who  has  had  drilled  into  him  the  commendable 
habit  of  taking  time  by  the  forelock. 

The  opening  of  the  trout  season  will  find  the 
thoughtful  fly  fisher  prepared  for  it.  His  gear  will 
have  been  overhauled  and  his  stock  of  flies  exam- 
ined and  replenished  as  far  as  may  be  necessary 
The  amateur  fly  dresser  will  have  had  little  reason 
to  complain  of  the  dark  days  of  winter,  as  these 
will  have  afforded  him  every  opportunity  of  laying 
up  a  good  store  for  his  spring,  summer,  and  autumn 
wants. 

Talking  of  flies,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
much  danger  of  anyone  joining  issue  with  me 
when  I  say  that  there  is  no  trout  fly  which  is  built 
which  calls  forth  the  exercise  of  the  dresser's  skill 
ingenuity,  adroitness,  and  taste  so  much  as  the 
imitation  of  what  the  poet  calls  "  That  frail  and 
lovely  thmg,  engendered  by  the  sun,"  the  advent 
of  which  turns  the  heads  of  many  anglers  "at 
top,"  and  afflicts  their  lawful  prey  with  a  madness 
which  leads  frequently  to  destruction. 

With  the  exception  of  the  May  Fly,  it  may  be 
truly  said  that  the  copies  of  all  the  water  and  land 
flies  offered  to  the  fish  bear  the  nearest  possible 
resemblance  to  nature  which  art  can  produce, 
especially  as  regards  size  and  colour.  But  with 
the  May  Fly  what  do  we  find  ?  All  these  rules  set 
absolutely  at  defiance,  for  the  coimterfeits  with 
which  we  endeavour  to  delude  the  trout  are  in 
many  cases  about  as  much  like  the  original  insect 
as  a  Wickham  is  like  a  Blue  Dun.  The  size  of  the 
artificial  is  in  too  many  instances  altogether  dis- 
proportionate to  the  real  article,  and  the  only 
wonder  is  that  so  sharp-eyed  a  fish  as  a  trout  is  not 
scared  by  the  appearance  of  some  of  the  colossal 
specimens  which  certain  performers  affect.  Some 
persons  go  to  the  other  extreme  and  use  varieties 
smaller  than  the  natural.  But  this  latter  class  of 
fishermen  err  on  the  right  side,  for  it  is  infinitely 
better  to  have  the  inanimate  product  smaller  than 
almost  twice  as  large  as  the  live  fly. 

Then  as  to- colour.  We  have  wings  dyed  and 
undyed  of  numerous  shades— brown,  green  olive 
slate,  yellow,  and  grey,  with  markings  more  or 
less  distinct.  The  feathers  of  the  Egyptian  goose 
and  summer  duck,  mallard,  guinea  fowl,  widgeon 
pmtail,  and  teal  are  called  into  requisition  accord- 
ing to  the  fancy  of  the  artist.  Hackle  tips,  too 
have  been  experunented  with,  but  have  hardly  been 
a  success.  The  bodies  are  as  diversified  as  the 
wings.     I  have  seen  them  composed  of  green. 


white,  yellow,  cream,  and  orange  wool,  "  bast 
the  grass  used  by  gardeners  to  tie  up  plants- 
chenille,  quill  torn  from  the  peacock's  feather, 
straw,  cork,  unvulcanised  india-rubber,  celluloid, 
iiorsehair,  silk,  etc.,  and  in  most  patterns  a  ribbing  of 
gold  twist  or  flat  gold  is  added  for  brightening 
purposes.  The  hackles  to  represent  legs  are  of  a 
colour  harmonising  with  the  rest  of  the  fly.  Some- 
times the  bodies  are  hackled  all  the  way  down  to 
assist  the  floating  properties  of  the  fly,  a  proceeding 
which  is  of  great  utility  when  fishing  rough  water. 

It  IS  admitted  by  the  best  exponents  of  the  dry 
fly  art  that  May  Flies  as  a  general  rule  are  dressed 
upon  too  large  hooks.  The  finest  killers  I  have 
ever  used  were  on  No.  3  irons,  which  size  is  ample 
tor  all  purposes.  Nos.  1  and  2  are  by  no  means 
too  small,  for  more  fish  are  risen  with  these  hooks 
than  with  huge  productions  which  no  true  sports- 
man would  tolerate  in  his  box.  Trout  will  "  feint  " 
at  a  big  imitation,  and  naturally  so,  but  seem 
to  take  kindly  to  those  approximating  more  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  original.  Of  this  I  am  fully 
convinced— that  the  bag  of  the  man  who  has  his 
flies  tied  on  comparatively  small  hooks  will  cer- 
taualy  not  be  lighter  at  the  close  of  a  rise  than  that 
of  his  neighbour  on  the  same  water  who  employs 
flies  like  miniature  haystacks. 

I  suppose  there  are  not  many  anglers  who  have 
given  an  instant's  thought  to  the  number  of 
materials  necessary  to  turn  out  one  single  Jlay 
Fly.    It  will,  therefore,  be  a  surprise  to  them  to 
learn  that  the  more  elaborate  specimens  of  the 
tier  s  art  are  composed  of  eight  or  nine  different 
articles,  not  reckoning  the  hook,  all  of  which  have 
to  be  accommodated  on  the  shank  of  the  latter. 
Let  me  dissect  a  pattern  ribbed  down  the  body. 
Firstly,  there  is  the   tying  silk;   secondly,  the 
whisks  ;  thirdly,  flat  gold  or  gold  twist  for  ribbin"  ; 
fourthly,  the   ribbing  hackle;   fifthly,  a  second 
hackle,  to  induce  extra  floating  powers,  close  be- 
hind the  wings;  sixthly,  the  wings  themselves; 
seventhly,  the  shoulder  hackle ;  and  lastly,  the 
head  formed  of  a  couple  of  turns  of  peacock  herl. 
If  the  body  is  padded  to  taper  it  to  make  it  look 
more  natural,  and  act  as  a  foundation  for  the  body 
material  to  rest  upon,  there  will  be  nine  diverse 
items  to  manipulate  in  order  to  build  one  fly. 
Who,  after  this,  will  be  disposed  to  grumble  at  the 
comparatively  high  price  asked  for  the  best  finished 
product,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that 
Egyptian  goose  and  summer  duck  feathers  cost  at 
least  Is.  6d.  per  dozen,  and  that  two  dozen  of  these 
are  necessary  to  make  twelve  flies  !    The  most 
ordinary  May  Fly  cannot  be  put  together  without 
employing  five  articles,  as  instance  the  follo^^■ing 
simple  pattern,  a  good  killer  all  the  same— firstly, 
tying  silk ;  secondly,  whisks ;  thirdly,  straw  body' 
which  is  ribbed  with  the  tving  silk;  fourthly', 
wings;  and  fifthly,  hackle,  the  last-named  being 
turned  twice  in  front  of  the  wings  and  as  many 
times  behind  them  as  the  length  of  the  hackle  will 
allow. 

How  to  dress  a  May  Fly  is  too  large  a  subject  to 
enter  upon  here,  but  as  one  who  has  spent  many 
enjoyable  moments  in  building  flies  of  various  kinds 
and  sorts,  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  know  of  no 
amusement  so  peculiarly  fascinating  and  iuterestmg 
as  that  of  making  fur  and  feather  combinations  for 
use  on  the  streams  one  loves  so  much  to  \'isit. 

The  Chiel. 


BY 


THE  SEA  IN  AFEICA. 
SOME  QUEER  FISH. 


There  are  few  intelligent  Englishmen  whose 
tongues  have  not  been  set  wagging  about  Africa. 
I  must  confess  that  long  before  the  present  deplor- 
able war  commenced,  "  the  Dark  Continent  "  had 
for  me  a  peculiar  fascination.    It  does  not  take 
much  to  give  a  boy's  thoughts  and  ideas  a  "  trend," 
and  when  a  boy  my  thoughts  were  turned  to  Africa 
by  no  less  a  personage  than  the  great  Christian 
traveller  David  Livingstone.    My  brother  was  a 
sculptor,  and   he   made  a  bust   of  the  African 
explorer  at  a  time  when  his  name  was  on  every- 
body's lips.    It  was  while  my  brother  was  turning 
marble  into  "Living-stone"  (this  pun  was  made 
by  the  sitter,  who  M  as  much  pleased  with  the  bust) 
that  the  bronzed  traveller  took  me  on  his  knee  one 
day  and  told  me  about  his  travels.    He  pulled  oft 
his  cardigan  jacket  and  showed  me  the  scar  of  a 
woimd  he  got  when  a  great  African  lion  shook  him 
"like  a  rat."    Not  long  afterwards  I  received  a 
copy  of  "  Livingstone's  Travels,"  full  of  wonderful 
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pictures.  I  devoured  these  books,  and  have  since 
that  day  read  much  and  heard  much  about  Africa. 

One  stormy  night  during  the  last  winter  I  was 
enjoying  a  glass  of  hot  grog  in  the  Hoy,  a  quaint 
little  inn,  centuries  old,  at  Bentleet,  Essex.  At  my 
feet  there  lay  a  few  wild  ducks  I  had  shot  on 
Canvey  Island.  Opposite  me  there  sat  a  bronzed 
white-headed  old  man,  portly  in  build,  and  with 
some  strong  Dutch  traits  in  his  countenance  and 
manner.  There  is  a  sort  of  "  wireless  telegraphy  " 
instantly  set  up  between  all  sportsmen,  and  I 
soon  foimd  myself  engaged  in  a  pleasant  chat  with 
an  interesting  old  chap  whose  ancestors  had  lived 
on  Canvey  for  generations. 

"  I  have  come  back  to  live  in  the  home  of  my 
fathers,"  said  the  old  fellow,  "  and  I  think  I  deserve 
a  rest,  for  I've  knocked  about  all  over  the  world  in 
my  time,  and  spent  no  less  than  fifteen  years 
in  Africa." 

Africa  !  I  was  interested  at  once,  and  I  may 
here  say  that  I  look  forward  to  many  pleasant 
chats,  for  they  do  not  die  in  a  hurry  on  Canvey. 
"  Dutch  Sam,"  so  I  call  him,  has  turned  seventy, 
but  he  looks  so  hale  and  hearty  that  he  may  hear 
the  sea  break  in  ripples  on  the  shell-beach  at 
Canvey  for  another  score  of  years. 

On  the  first  evening  we  met,  Sam  spun  me  some 
delightful  yarns  about  his  experiences  of  a  country 
we  are  all  thinking  about,  but  happily  he  knew 
little  of  the  part  now  the  theatre  of  war,  so  we 
avoided  what  might  have  proved  dangerous  ground. 
"  It  was  over  thirty  years  ago  when  I  found  myself 
in  Natal,"  said  Sam,  "and  a  mighty  beautiful 
place  I  thought  it.  I  suppose  the  love  of  large 
tracts  of  land  and  sea  is  in  my  Dutch  blood,  and 
in  south-east  Africa  there  was  everything  to  gratify 
my  instincts.  I  pitched  my  shanty  about  fifteen 
miles  south  of  Durban,  right  close  to  the  sea,  where 
I  could  enjoy  a  bit  of  fishing,  a  sport  I've  loved 
from  a  boy." 

Sam  proved  a  man  after  my  own  heart,  and 
many  a  good  day's  sea  fishing  I  hope  to  have  with 
him. 

"Ah!  a  queer  place  I  lived  in  for  years,"  said 
the  old  man,  with  a  sigh  over  pleasant  memories. 
"  In  the  distance  were  long  hills  all  shaggy  with 
tropical  bush  growth,  and  on  one  side  I  was  hemmed 
in  by  a  mangrove  swamp.  My  house  was  made  of 
poles  and  wattle  interlaced,  and  daubed  over  with 
clay  and  plaster,  a  "wattle  and  dab"  residence 
quite  good  enough  for  the  lovely  climate,  where  I 
spent  most  of  my  time  in  the  open  air.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  first  night  I  spent  there  looking 
out  on  the  vast  sea  covered  with  great  lathery  bars 
of  foam.  I'd  been  used  to  the  sea  from  a 
baby,  but  I'd  never  seemed  to  have  seen  such  a 
vast  solitary  expanse,  and  nothing  like  the  phos- 
phorescent light  that  shot  among  the  breakers 
which  came  tumbling  on  the  rocky  shore." 

"  Did  you  get  good  fishing  there?"  I  asked.  I 
wanted  to  "  cut  the  cackle  "  and  come  to  the  pisces. 

"  Rather  !  "  said  Sam,  with  the  light  of  pleasure 
in  his  eyes.  "  Just  imagine  what  the  coast  was 
like.  The  beach  was  buttressed  with  huge  boulders. 
A  great  slab  of  sandstone  ran  right  out  into  the 
sea.  This  immense  platform  was  all  worn  into  holes 
and  channels,  and  in  these  millions  of  tiny  little 
striped  fish  flitted  about.  The  great  platform  was 
here  and  there  undermined  by  the  sea,  and  as  I 
stood  I  could  hear  the  angry  waves  champing  and 
chafing  beneath  me.  Now  and  then  a  huge  in- 
coming wave  would  dash  underneath,  and  through 
hundreds  of  unsuspected  holes  and  chinks  the 
water  spurted  up  like  a  fountain  in  my  face.  On  a 
big  black  rock  a  little  way  out  tons  and  tons  of 
mussels  were  clinging  in  huge  black  masses.  There 
was  bait  for  you  !  From  the  little  green-tinted 
chap  to  the  large  big-bearded  old  'un  with  a  shell 
as  hard  as  steel." 

"But  the  fish?  " 

"Ah,  yes,  the  fish.  Well,  I  can  distinctly 
remember  my  first  morning  on  the  south-east 
coast  of  Africa.  With  my  Kaffir  mate  I  enjoyed  a 
good  dish  of  maize  porridge,  and  then  went  down 
to  the  shore.  My  black  mate  dropped  his  hook 
down  into  a  deep  hole  not  more  than  a  foot  in 
diameter,  and  up  came  a  huge  rock-cod,  dark  brown 
and  spotted,  with  broad,  greedy  mouth,  and,  oh, 
such  ugly  fins.  Every  cranny  in  the  rock  opened 
into  the  dark,  deep,  still  depths  of  the  sea,  where 
these  cod,  which  are  delicious  eating,  love  to  lie. 
When  I  looked  over  the  edge  of  the  rock  the  sea 
seemed  to  be  teeming  with  fish,  myriads  of  'em 
darting  from  rock  to  rock,  poking  their  snouts  into 
bunches  of  sea-weed  or  hunting  shoals  of  small  fry. 


Fish  !  Why,  when  I  was  on  the  south-east  coast 
of  Africa  the  sea  water  was  stiff  with  'era." 

"  What  kinds  of  fish  ?  "  I  asked. 

"Almost  all  kinds,"  said  Sam.  "  Narrow,  deep- 
bodied,  silvery  bream,  tlie  cod-like,  broad-backed 
mullet,  and  the  deep  flesh-coloured  Cape  salmon. 
Then  there  were  lots  of  fish  I  don't  know  the 
names  of,  but  so  wonderfully  coloured  that  they 
looked  like  flashing  jewels.  Never,  not  even  at 
Mauritius  or  other  eastern  places,  have  I  seen  fish 
so  brilliantly  and  beautifully  marked  and  coloured 
as  those  I  saw  in  Africa.  Some  were  striped  with 
jagged  bands  of  bright  blue  and  orange,  others  were 
crossed  by  bars  of  the  richest  green  and  gold.  I 
don't  know  what  these  fish  are  called ;  they  were 
game  biters  and  capital  eating,  and  as  they  kept 
their  lovely  colours  after  cooking  they  looked  nice 
on  the  table.  There  was  one  hideous  little  wretch 
of  a  fish  I  christened  the  '  sea  devil,'  a  hateful 
little  cuss,  cowardly  and  greedy.  He  never  swam 
out  into  the  open  water,  but  crouched  in  holes  in 
the  rocks  or  among  the  sea-weed  close  to  the 
sm-face.  This  fish  had  a  knack  of  seizing  the  bait 
when  it  got  in  his  reach,  and  he'd  hold  it  like  a 
vice  while  I'd  tug  and  tug  in  the  belief  that  I  had 
hooked  something  good.  The  first  fish  of  this  kind 
which  I  brouglit  up  offered  so  much  resistance  that  I 
reckoned  upon  a  prize  of  magnificent  proportions, 
and  was  rewarded  by  a  wriggling,  uncanny  creature 
three  or  four  inches  long.  This  toad  of  the  ocean 
is  dark  brown  and  mottled,  is  without  scales,  and 
protrudes  great  vicious  eyes.  Its  mouth  is  far  too 
large  for  its  body,  and  overhung  by  masses  of  fleshy 
skin  like  lips.  Two  large  prickly  fins  are  placed 
close  to  the  head,  and  a  long  row  of  little  prickly 
fins  runs  down  the  back.  Small  yellow  teeth 
which  snap  at  you  complete  the  picture  of  as 
vicious  a  little  devil  as  ever  I  clapped  eyes  on.  I 
wonder  what  his  name  is  ?  Even  my  Ivaffir  pal 
could  not  tell  me." 

It  was  out  of  my  power  to  name  the  beauty. 

"  But  tlie  most  interesting  of  all  the  fish  on  that 
coast  were  the  porpoises,"  continued  Sam,  as  he 
blew  a  cloud  from  his  pipe.  "  I  made  regular  pals 
of  'em.  They  were  my  daily  visitors.  A  school 
of  about  a  hundred  seemed  to  have  a  home  some- 
where along  the  coast.  Soon  after  sunrise  they'd 
come  plunging  and  leaping  up  from  the  southward. 
Oh  !  it  was  a  rare  sight  to  see  a  troop  of  porpoises 
coming  head  on  towards  the  land  on  the  crest  of  a 
roller.  AVhen  caught  by  such  a  wave  they'd  turn 
with  it,  and  as  the  great  heave  of  waters  gathered 
itself  up  wall  like,  and  then  curled  over  and  darted 
down,  smooth,  green,  and  crushing,  the  line  of 
porpoises  could  be  clearly  seen,  at  full  length, 
regular  as  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  diving,  or  rather 
rushing,  with  the  force  of  the  wave  into  the  still 
depths  beneath  the  swirling  foam.  Tlien,  too,  it 
was  a  fine  sight  to  see  these  porpoises  leap  clear 
over  a  breaker,  or  turn  head  over  tail  in  their 
gambols,  or  catch  at  some  roving  fish,  for  which 
they  were  always  on  the  look  out.  These  chaps  I 
found  played  sad  havoc  among  their  smaller  fellows, 
and  on  the  rare  mornings  when  no  porpoises 
appeared  I  always  knew  I  was  certain  of  some  good 
sport.  I've  had  many  a  good  day's  sea  fishing  off 
Leigh  and  Canvey — and  I  hope  to  have  many  more 
— but  never  shall  I  get  again  the  fun  I  had  among 
the  fish  off  the  coast  of  Africa." 

I  hope  to  have  another  chat  with  "  Dutch  Sam  " 
ere  long  and  hear  some  more  of  his  experiences  as 
we  fish  together  off'  Canvey.  Felix  Penne. 
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{Continued  from  page  186.) 

Eels  held  in  Abhorrence  in  Scotland. 

Eels  are  regarded  in  Scotland  generally  with  the 
greatest  possible  aversion,  amounting  to  a  loathing 
c[uite  as  great  as  they  would  feel  towards  snakes, 
to  which  they  seem  to  consider  them  closely  akin. 
This  is  really  a  misfortune,  for  there  is  scarcely  a 
loch  or  river  in  Scotland  which  does  not  swarm 
witli  them — the  lochs  particularly  ;  and  an  excellent 
and  easily  attainable  article  of  food  is  thus  lost  to 
them.  They  do  not,  however,  appear  to  entertain 
the  same  repugnance  to  conger  eels,  which  are  not 
unfrequently  eaten  by  the  fishermen  and  others 
living  along  the  coast. 

Strong  as  this  prejudice  is,  I  have  yet  known  one 
or  two  instances  when  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands 
have  been  induced  to  overcome  it,  and  have  generally 

*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume. 


found  that  when  they  had  once  tasted  the  forbidden 
food  (like  Charles  Lamb's  Ho-ti  and  Bo-bo,  in  the 
case  of  pork),  they  needed  no  inducement  to  con- 
tinue the  same  course  of  diet.  One  of  these 
instances  was  rather  anuising.  Having,  with  some 
friends,  taken  a  moor  in  Argyllshire  a  few  years 
ago,  we  used  to  obtain  from  the  loch  hard  by  the 
lodge  a  good  supply  of  eels,  for  the  most  part  taken 
with  a  wire  eel-pot  or  trap  whicli  we  had  been  at 
the  trouble  of  hnporting  from  England.  At  the 
sight  of  these  our  old  "  fox-hunter "  (whose 
avocations  I  will  mention  presently)  exhibited 
such  extreme  and  ludicrous  horror  that  our  English 
servants,  who  rather  took  a  pleasure  in  "  baiting  " 
him,  declared  one  day  that  he  should  have  no 
dinner  till  he  had  eaten  an  eel.  The  poor  old  fox- 
hunter  at  first  affected  to  treat  it  as  a  joke,  and 
then,  finding  that  that  would  not  do,  endeavoured 
to  move  them  to  pity.  However,  it  was  of  no  use, 
they  were  bent  on  his  conversion,  and  resolutely 
locked  up  his  dinner.  The  unfortunate  victim  held 
out  for  some  hours,  but  then  his  increasing  appetite, 
and  the  savoury  smell  of  the  eel,  which  he  acknow- 
ledged was  good,  were  together  too  much  for  him, 
and  he  gave  in.  The  eel  was  set  before  him,  when, 
strange  to  say,  he  not  only  finished  it  without 
manifesting  any  repugnance,  but  (like  Oliver  Twibt) 
asked  for  more,  and  was  ever  afterwards  happy  to 
avail  himself  of  any  chance  that  threw  an  odd  one 
in  his  way. 

As  it  may  seem  strange  to  English  ears  to  hear 
that  a  fox-hunter  should  have  been  in  a  position  to 
be  thus  cavalierly  treated  in  respect  of  meats,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  inform  the  uninitiated  that  a 
"  fox-hunter  "  in  the  Highlands  means  a  person 
who  is  paid  by  the  neighbouring  farmers  to  rid  the 
country  of  foxes.  This  he  does  in  all  kinds  of 
unhandsome  ways,  by  gun,  by  trap,  and  sometimes 
by  a  motley  pack  of  "  hounds  "  by  which  they  are 
run  to  earth,  being  afterwards  dug  out  or  otherwise 
disposed  of,  if  they  have  escaped  being  shot  in 
transitu.  The  lively  description  in  "  Guy  Man- 
nering  "  of  a  hunt  of  this  kind  will  be  vividlyin  the 
recollection  of  all  readers  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

Our  fox-hunter,  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months,  when  he  was  not  busy  about  his  craft, 
gave  us  his  valuable  services  as  game-keeper,  dog- 
feeder,  and  general  factotum  as  well  on  water  as 
land,  assisting  on  the  former  in  the  boats  when 
required.  This  last  occupation,  however,  he  never 
took  kindly  to,  considering  it,  I  fancy,  rather 
below  his  dignity,  and  looking  upon  fishing  in 
general  as  an  ignoble  and  degrading  sport  rather 
than  otherwise.  Shooting  was  his  delight,  when 
engaged  about  which  I  never  saw  a  day  too  long, 
or  a  hill  too  high  or  "coarse"  for  him,  though 
upwards  of  sixty  seasons  had  passed  over  his  head. 
It  was  a  favourite  boast  of  his  that  he  had  been 
forty-three  years  a  fox-hunter,  and  never  had 
missed  a  fair  shot  at  a  fox  at  forty  yards, — "Forrty 
yarrds,  sirr — yees." 

"  Snakes  and  Puddock-Stools." 
Besides  eels  we  used,  whenever  we  could  get 
them,  to  indulge  in  mushrooms,  which  are  also 
objects  of  suspicion  to  Highlanders,  and  generally 
considered  by  them  utterly  unfit  for  food.  One 
of  our  party,  too,  was  curious  in  the  matter  of 
funguses,  and,  not  confining  himself  to  the  orthodox 
mushroom,  used  to  bring  in  all  kinds  of  "  agarics 
and  fungi "  of  as  questionable  appearance  as  those 
described  in  Shelley's  "  Sensitive  Plant,"  all  of 
which  he  insisted  on  having  dressed,  and  made  a 
point  of  doing  full  justice  to.  I  was  once  induced 
(in  an  evil  hour)  to  make  an  essay  on  a  puff-ball, 
being  assured  that  it  would  be  quite  as  good  as  the 
common  mushroom.  Anything  so  nasty  I  never 
tasted.  Prom  its  appearance  and  consistency  I 
could  well  have  imagined  it  to  be  broiled  slug, 
and  its  taste  was,  to  my  palate,  very  much  what  a 
slug  fed  on  decayed  vegetables  might  have  been. 
But  let  the  pufl'-balls  be  bygones,  and  revenons  ii 
nos  mou.tons.  After  we  had  vacated  our  house, 
and  the  owner  had  returned  to  it,  she  one  day  asked 
the  gardener  something  about  our  cuisine,  upon 
which  he  answered,  "  Eh  1  they  eat  snakes  and 
puddock-stools  ;  just  vermin,  Mrs.  S." 

Deformed  Trout — Trout  in  Glomach. 

In  a  small  burn  running  into  Loch  Duich  (Ross- 
shire)  I  caught  with  a  fly  a  curiously  deformed 
trout,  his  lower  jaw  being  of  the  usual  length,  but 
the  upper  one  terminating  abruptly  close  to  the 
eyes,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  one  delineated  by 
Yarrell  in  his  book  on  British  fishes,  Vol.  II.,  p.  108, 
except  that,  in  this  instance,  the  deformity  was 
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luore  exaggerated.  He  weighed  about  a  third  of  a 
pound. 

Some  notion  of  the  number  of  brown  trout  to  be 
occasionally  met  with  in  parts  of  the  Highlands 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  incident  :  In 
the  same  part  of  the  country,  a  short  distance 
above  the  grand  fall  of  the  Glomach  (a  visit  to 
which,  by  the  way,  throwing  itself,  as  it  does,  some 
three  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  one  unbroken  leap, 
would  be  alone  almost  sufficient  to  repay  a  journey 
to  Scotland),  I  took  up  a  rod  which  happened  to 
be  standing  ready  at  a  tent  set  up  there  by  us  as 
an  occasional  sleeping-place  and  house  of  call,  and, 
going  down  to  a  pool  about  eighty  yards  below  it, 
caught,  in  less  than  half-an-hour,  without  moving 
from  my  place,  thirty-one  trout.  They  were  mostly 
about  pilchard  size,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
which  weighed  l^lb.  I  rose  him  the  first  throw, 
but  did  not  move  him  again  until  I  had  caught 
twenty-nine.  He  was  an  ugly  disgraziato,  who 
looked  as  if  he  hadhad  his  back  broken  in  hisinfancy. 
Had  I  changed  my  ground,  so  as  to  fish  more 
water,  no  doubt  I  should  have  added  to  the  score, 
but  I  wished,  from  curiosity,  to  see  what  I  could 
do  whilst  standing  in  that  one  spot.  Apparently  I 
might  have  caught  as  many  more  there  had  I  con- 
tinued fishing,  but  I  was  then  obliged  to  give  up, 
having  other  work  in  hand. 

An  Afternoon  on  the  Findhorn. 


On  another  occasion,  after  about  three  hours  and 
a  half's  fishing  in  the  Findhoin,  I  left  off  in  con- 
sequence of  my  basket  being  crammed  full,  and 
returned  to  the  lodge,  when  I  found  my  take 
amounted  to  115,  weighing  26ilb.  I  had  been 
fishing  under  difficulties,  having  broken  my  rod  in 
the  outset.  In  addition  to  this,  I  had  to  carry  my 
own  fish,  no  slight  weight  at  last,  and  as  I  was 
mostly  wading,  and  had  no  net,  I  lost  a  great 
number.  Under  favourable  circumstances,  and 
fishing  the  whole  day,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I 
could  have  easily  doubled,  if  not  trebled,  the  score. 
The  "Great  Spotted  Ling." 

The  following  saying,  which  is  current  amongst 
the  fishermen  on  the  western  coast  of  Scotland,  is, 
from  its  originality  and  grand  suggestiveness,  not 
without  its  merits,  and,  I  think,  worthy  of  preser- 
vation :  "  Seven  sprats  go  to  feed  a  herring  ;  seven 
herrings  go  to  feed  a  salmon  ;  seven  salmon  go  to 
feed  a  seal ;  seven  seals  go  to  feed  a  whale ;  seven 
whales  go  to  feed  a  kennan-craw ;  and  seven 
kennan-craws  go  to  feed  the  great  spotted  Img, 
which  lives  on  the  other  side  of  the  whole  world." 

An  old  gillie  in  ser^dce  at  our  shooting  quarters 
used  to  say  that  the  only  fish  he  could  eat  were 
dog-fish  and  salmon,  "  with,  may  be,  a  sea  trout," 
declaring  that  all  the  rest  made  his  "  skin  swell." 
How  this  swelling  developed  itself,  whether  in 
head,  body,  arms,  or  legs,  I  never  could  exactly 
make  out,  for  he  seemed  to  be  rather  afraid  of  being 
'_'  chaffed  "  on  the  point  it  he  entered  more  fully 
into  particulars.  However,  he  was  evidently  quite 
m  earnest,  and  seemed  thoroughly  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  any  other  kinds  of  fish  would 
have  the  mysterious  and  unpleasant  effect  he 
attributed  to  them. 

"  Sour  Skate." 

We  have  heard  of  strange  modes  of  dressing  food 
in  use  amongst  uncivilised  tribes,  but  I  doubt 
whether  any  "  traveller's  tales  "  have  ventured  on 
the  description  of  one  more  eccentric  than  the 
following  mode  of  preparing  skate  for  the  table, 
the  mgenuity  of  which  is  only  surpassed  by  its 
exceeding  nastiness,  and  which  I  was  not  a  little 
taken  aback  at  finding  adopted  in  a  corner  of  our 
own  enlightened  kingdom.  The  fish,  when  cleaned 
(a  somewhat  unnecessary  preliminary  one  would 
think),  is  buried  in  wet  horse- dung,  where  it  is 
allowed  to  soak  for  about  twenty-four  hoars.  It  is 
then  taken  out  (washed,  we  hope)  and  boiled  for 
the  table,  where  it  is  presented  as  "  sour  skate  "— 
"a  varra  deleecious  dish,"  according  to  my  in- 
formant, who  evidently  spoke  of  it  with  considerable 
gusto.  If,  as  has  been  asserted,  the  progress  of  the 
gastronomic  art  affords  a  fair  test  by  which  to 
estmate  the  march  of  civilisation,  what  conclusion 
might  not  be  drawn  from  this  little  circumstance 
with  regard  to  our  friends  of  the  Hebrides  ? 
A  Cow  OF  Expensive  Tastes. 

If  some  of  the  Scotch  have  strange  fancies  in 
the  matter  of  diet,  their  cattle,  it  would  seem 
occasionally  take  after  them  in  this  respect.  I  was 
one  day  fishing  the  Ness  out  of  a  boat  wh^^l  I 


noticed  a  cow  inquisitively  examining  some  things 
which  I  had  left  by  the  water-side.  On  landing  I 
found  she  had  been  influenced  by  other  motives 
than  those  of  mere  curiosity,  having  eaten  up  the 
whole  of  one  side  (the  button  half)  of  a  new 
mackintosh.  Happening  shortly  afterwards  to  meet 
the  miller,  whose  property  she  was,  I  exhibited  to 
him  the  mangled  evidence  of  her  misdeeds,  expect- 
ing, at  least,  to  meet  with  something  like  sympathy 
for  my  loss.  His  sympathies  were,  however,  all  on 
the  other  side.  He  surveyed  it  for  some  time  in 
silence  and  with  an  air  of  dejection,  and  then 
simply  exclaimed,  "  Eh,  but  she'll  no  be  the  better 
o'  the  buttons  !  " 

[Concluded.] 


THE  YOUNG  IDEA. 


He  was  only  fourteen  and  had  been  a  caddie  for 
five  years,  consequently  his  young  mind  was  centred 
entirely  on  golf,  and  from  it  I  picked  him  "  as  a 
brand  from  the  burning."  If  there  are  two  sports  a 
man  cannot  divide  his  attention  between  they  are 
fishing  and  "  golf  "  ;  either  is  a  sufficiently  serious 
matter  to  occupy  his  whole  leisure.  The  way  I 
met  Master  George  was  this.  I  was  quietly  carp 
fishing  one  bright  June  day  in  a  lonely  pond  at  the 
foot  of  the  Sussex  Downs ;  all  was  calm  and  peace- 
ful, no  sound  broke  the  midsummer  stillness  save 
that  from  the  links  high  up  the  hill  came  an 
occasional  cry  of  "  Fore."  An  hour  had  crept 
slowly  by  and  there  had  been  no  sign  of  a  fish, 
when  suddenly  there  came  a  gentle  movement  of 
the  float,  a  slight  twitching.  I  watched  eagerly, 
ready  to  strike— there  were  heavy  fish  here  I  knew, 
and  this  might  be  one  of  them ;  the  float  began 
to  move  slowly  away,  I  grasped  the  rod  and— 
whish,  plomp  !— something  flew  by  me  and  fell  into 
the  water  a  mighty  splash.  What  I  said  at  the 
time  I  am  fortunately  unable  to  remember  ;  the 
float  bobbed  up  again,  and  of  course  the  fish  was 
gone.  I  put  the  rod  down  and  muttered  to  myself, 
"  Some  enemy  hath  done  this."  I  gazed  about  for 
a  possible  explanation  ;  it  soon  came.  Peering  at  me 
through  the  tall  rushes  I  saw  a  merry  sunburnt 
face,  and  a  voice  said  in  good  Sussex — 

"Beg  pardon,  sir,  ye  ain't  seen  a  goff  ball,  I 
spose?" 

"Boy,"  I  answered,  trying  to  speak  calmly, 
'  there  is  a  golf  ball  in  this  pond,  close  to  where 
my  float  is."  He  was  about  |to  speak,  but  I 
checked  him.    "  And,"  I  continued,     if  you  dare 

to  throw  another  ■" 

"  I  ain't  throwed  at  ye,  it's  Mr.  Andrews  hit  it ; 
him  what  owns  all  this  land." 

Oh,"  I  said,  thinking  that  if  "  Mr.  Andrews  hit 
it  "  I  had  better  be  polite.  "Oh,  well,  if  I  can 
get  it  out  for  you  I  will." 

"  Thank  ye,  sir,"  then  with  a  shrewd  glance, 
"  shall  I  say  your  fishing  for  it  ?  " 

"  Well,  no  ;  you'd  better  not  say  anything  about 
me  perhaps  ;  but  come  back  later  and  I'll  give  you 
a  carp  instead." 

"  All  right,  sir,"  and  off  he  darted. 
I  settled  down  again,  keeping  well  out  of  sight 
among  the  rushes,  for,  being  without  leave  to  fish,  I 
thought  it  wiser  not  to  attract  Mr.  Andrews'  atten- 
tion ;  people  are  only  in  the  way  when  one  is  fishing, 
and  for  carp  above  all  things  it  is  necessary  not  to 
have  any  loud  talking  or  altercations,  so  I  remained 
well  hidden  and  hoped  for  another  bite,  but  alas  I 
the  disturbance  seemed  to  have  driven  the  patriarchs 
to  a  quieter  corner,  and  save  for  a  small  roach  or 
two  nothing  took  my  bait.  The  "  morning  wore  to 
evening,"  the  view  up  the  valley  narrowed  and 
lessened  with  the  waning  light,  the  sun  dipped 
slowly  into  the  "  Golden  West,"  the  shadows 
lengthened  till  they  merged  into  the  twilight  and 
were  shadows  no  more,  but  still  I  fished  on,  for 
had  I  not  read  in  many  books  that  "  the  evening 
was  the  best  time,"  and  also  that  one  should  fish 
till  one  "  could  not  see  the  float,"  and  so  I  stayed 
on  in  the  fast  fading  light. 

I  was  musing  and  wondering  where  that  boy 
might  be,  when  it  suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  "  I 
could  not  see  my  float."  I  promptly  struck  ;  at 
first  there  was  a  sort  of  "  hung  up  "  feeling,  but  it 
soon  wakened  into  life,  and  then  round  went  the 
reel  and  the  fish  was  ofl:'  in  an  irresistible  rush  for 
the  far  end  of  the  pond.  It  was  my  first  day  there, 
and  I  knew  not  what  hidden  dangers — snags,  weeds, 
stumps,  cover  of  all  kinds  for  a  hea,\'y  fish— lay 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  pond.  However,  at 
present  the  matter  was  out  of  my  hands,  and  I 


could  only  keep  a  tight  line  and  put  all  the  possible 
strain  I  dared  on  the  fine  tackle.  Tlie  rod,  a  split 
cane,  an  old  favourite  of  mine,  played  right  down 
to  the  butt,  but  a  serious  difliculty  faced  me.  With 
the  idea  of  packing  up  I  had  taken  the  net  to  pieces, 
and  it  now  lay  securely  in  my  creel  and  well  out  of 
reach ;  however,  at  present  the  fisJi  needed  all  my 
attention.  It  was  now  some  fifty  yards  away,  and 
slowly  turning  began  to  work  back,  keeping 
well  on  the  far  side  of  the  pond,  and  doubtless 
seeking  a  dense  bed  of  lilies  that  grew  there— I 
had  noticed  and  admired  them  earlier  in  the  day. 
I  put  the  rod  well  up,  and  for  a  while  the  line 
came  swiftly  in.  Then  there  was  a  sudden  stop, 
and  I  feared  it  was  all  over  ;  he  must  have  weeded 
me.  I  gave  him  slack,  and  he  moved  off  a  little, 
then  stopped  again,  keeping  quite  still — sulking. 
Five  minutes  passed  and  nothing  happened,  then 
most  fortunately'  the  boy  arrived. 

"G3od  evening,  sir.  I've  come  for  that  carp, 
please." 

"Quick!"  I  said;  "have  you  another  coif 
ball  ?  "  -y  h 

"  Yes,  sir ;  half  a  do/en." 

"  Then  throw  one  by  that  floating  reed  just 
beyond  my  line."    Admirable  boy;  he  questioned 
not,  but  threw.    "  Now  another.'' 
Yes,  sir." 

Now  get  that  net  from  my  basket  and  screw  it 
into  the  handle — so ;  put  it  down  by  me  ;  now 
another  ball." 

"Plomp!"  it  went,  and  away  went  my  fish 
straight  for  the  end  of  the  pond.  But  the  strain 
was  beginning  to  tell,  and  this  time  I  turned  him 
ten  yards  short  of  his  first  run.  He  had  to  be 
eased  gently  back,  though,  for  the  tackle  would 
never  stand  the  dead  weight  of  a  fish  like  this. 
Inch  by  inch  he  cime.  In  the  dim  light  I  caught 
a  glimpse  of  the  bronze-gold  of  a  splendid  carp. 
An  anxious  moment  followed;  but  kneeling,  and 
with  the  rod  well  back,  I  slipped  the  net  ever  so 
quielily  underneath.  The  suspense  was  over,  and 
the  fish  was  ours. 

That  boy  danced  about  with  delight  and  excite- 
ment. "  Ain't  he  a  beauty  !  "  he  cried.  "  Is  that 
the  one  you  promised  me,  sir  ?  " 

"  Well  — no,"  I  said,  looking  admiringly  at  the 
fish  ;  8ilb.  he  weighed,  and  has  since  justified  my 
idea  that  he  would  look  well  in  a  case.  "  Xo,  I  do 
not  propose  giving  away  the  finest  carp  I  have 
ever  caught :  the  one  I  promised  you  is  still  in  the 
pond  !  " 

His  face  dropped.    "  So  are  my  goff  balls,"  he 
said.    "  Tuppence  each  I  gets  for  'em." 
'  Will  sixpence  each  do  as  well  ?  " 
'  Thank  ye,  sir,  tha!i  it  will ;  I'll  throw  the  rest 
in  at  that  price." 

He  was  a  merry  soul,  this  boy ;  his  eyes  twinkled  . 
with  fun. 

"  Would  you  like  to  come  fishing  '?  "  I  said. 
"  When,  sir  '?  "  he  asked  eagerly. 
"  To-morrow  morning  early,  very  early,  we'll  go 
up  the  Old  River  before  breakfast.'' 

"  I'll  come,  sir;  I  ain't  goffing;  I'll  be  ready  at 
daybreak." 

This  sounded  hojjeful,  so  I  arranged  that  he 
should  come  to  the  hotel  and  call  me.  "  And 
mind  you  tap  on  the  right  window,"  I  said, 
remembering  much  unpleasantness  that  once  arose 
from  a  friend's  persistently  tapping  on  the  wrong 
one  and  thereby  goading  the  inmate,  a  fiery  old 
major,  to  terrible  fury. 

How  he  longed  for  the  morrow  to  arrive  ;  no 
Christmas  eve,  with  its  hung-up  stocking,  ever  saw 
youngsters  more  anxious  for  the  coming  day  than 
was  Master  George.  "  I've  only  been  fishing 
wice,"  he  told  me  as  we  walked  along ;  "  that  was 
with  father." 

"  Oh,  and  what  did  you  catch  '?  " 
"  Tenches  and  roaches  ;  we  puts  a  net  across  the 
dyke  and  stirs  'em  up  with  a  pole." 

Not  knowing  the  exact  size  of  his  unsportsman- 
like papa,  I  made  no  comment,  but  determined  to 
take  him  to  a  spot  in  the  Old  River  where  he  could 
catch  "  roaches  "  to  his  heart's  content,  and  so  make 
him  a  convert  to  "  fishing  "  as  it  should  be  done. 

Somewhere  about  daybreak  I  woke  to  a  gentle 
tapping  on  my  window-pane ;  the  over-night 
resolves  of  early  rising  do  not  appeal  quite  so 
keenly  when  the  time  comes.  However,  as  the 
tapping  continue  1  and  rendered  sleep  impossible, 
my  better  self  triumphed.  I  was  quickly  up  and 
dressed,  and  then — having  with  some  difliculty 
persuaded  the  hotel  dog  that  I  was  not  a  bm-glar.. 
but  a  kind  gentleman  who  gave  away  biscuits — I 
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unbolted  the  side  door  and  stepped  out  into  the 
silent  world.  Oh,  the  sweet  freshness  of  the  morn- 
ing air  ;  it  was  good  to  be  out  in  it.  Leaning  over 
the  gate,  I  fell  to  musing,  as  is  my  habit ;  a  voice 
broke  in  upon  my  reverie. 

"  Good  morning,  sir,"  it  said,  and  rightly. 

"  Ah,  George,  have  I  been  here  long  ?  " 

"  Matter  o'  five  minutes,  sir ;  you  looked  a  bit 
dazed  like." 

"  Never  mind ;  I  was  enjoying  the  '  roseate  hues 
of  early  dawn,'  that's  all." 

"  All  right,  sir,"  said  the  practical  George,  not 
imderstanding  my  answer,  but  quite  satisfied 
with  it. 

I  mused  no  more  but  shouldered  the  rods,  and 
away  we  went,  going  the  long  way  round  by  the 
road,  for  the  fields  and  meadows  were  still  bathed 
in  mist.  My  little  companion  kept  things  lively 
with  mformation  as  to  his  family  and  their  ways 
and  customs.  He  had  one  brother  it  seemed, 
Ernest,  or  as  George  called  him,  "  Brrn,"  by  name, 
and  somewhat  of  a  Gay  Lothario  by  nature. 

"He  don't  go  up  on  the  links,  sir,  he's  always 
about  with  the  gals,  he  is." 

"  And  what  about  you,  George  ?  " 

"Me,  sir?  Oh,  I  don't  have  no  truck  wi'  'em. 
I'm  going  to  keep  single  and  happy,  I  am,"  and  the 
fourteen-year-old  philosopher  looked  wondrous 
\vise  and  trudged  on  silent  for  awhile. 

A  few  minutes  more  and  we  were  at  the  Old 
RiA  cr,  and  soon  aboard  the  punt  and  moored  up  to 
the  rushes.  George  made  a  bad  start,  for  he  cast 
well  into  a  weed  bed,  and  was,  as  he  said, 
"  bunkered."  Busy  with  his  little  troubles  my  own 
float  was  unnoticed.  Glancing  round  I  saw  it 
slowly  glide  away.  I  hastily  seized  the  rod  and 
struck,  but  much  too  hard,  for  the  line  broke,  and 
whatever  it  was  went  sailing  past  the  punt,  float 
and  all,  at  a  great  rate,  and  finally  disappeared.  A 
minute  or  two  to  refit  and  then  I  turned  my 
attention  to  George.  His  float  was  bobbing  about 
in  a  most  inviting  manner,  and  he  was  watching  it 
with  great  curiosity  and  interest.  "  Now  then, 
strike,"  I  said,  "  strike."  The  term  meant  nothing 
to  him,  so  he  took  it  literally  and  "  struck."  Such 
a  splash  there  was  as  he  rapped  the  rod  top  down 
on  the  offending  float.  "  Keep  still,"  he  muttered, 
and  gave  it  another  tap  or  two.  After  that  thei-e 
were  no  more  bites  for  a  time,  so  I  explained  what 
"strike"  really  meant,  and  he  waited  anxiously 
for  the  next  opportunity.  It  came  to  me  first,  for 
in  the  middle  of  my  lecture,  "  Strike,  sir,  strike," 
said  George.  I  did,  and  this  time  was  fast  in  a 
good  fish.  In  front  of  us  was  a  fine  stretch  of 
open  water,  so  for  five  minutes  I  let  him  run  up 
and  down  and  away,  taking  out  some  twenty 
yards  of  line ;  then  he  gave  in,  and  I  netted  a  fine 
tench  of  just  over  Sjlb.,  the  best  of  a  basket  of 
eight  that  we  caught  between  us  that  morning. 
During  this  excitement  an  obliging  roach — luckily 
small — had  hooked  itself  on  George's  line,  and  was 
instantly  whisked  out  high  into  the  air  in  triumph. 
So  it  went  on,  fish  after  fish  ;  we  were  very  busy 
for  the  next  hour  or  two.  Of  course,  boy-like,  he 
was  for  keeping  them  all,  size  being  no  object,  but 
an  appeal  to  the  sporting  side  of  his  nature  had 
its  effect,  and  we  agreed  to  take  only  the  best. 

"Father  ain't  so  pertic'ler  about  putting  'em 
back,"  he  said. 

I  was  still  ignorant  of  his  father's  size,  so  pre- 
served a  discreet  silence  as  before.  So  the  time 
went  merrily  on  until — as  the  sun  first  peeped  at 
us  over  the  downs  and  then  growing  bolder  shone 
down  with  all  the  brilliance  of  a  June  day — the 
biting  slowly  ceased,  and  with  the  fish's  breakfast 
finished  it  occurred  to  me  that  ours  was  still  to 
come.  Not  that  George  needed  it;  he  would,  I 
believe,  have  fished  on  for  hours,  indifferent  to  the 
pangs  of  the  inner  boy,  but  wiser  counsels  pre- 
vailed, and  we  were  soon  ashore  and  enjoying  our 
ramble  back  across  the  fields,  putting  up  several 
herons  from  the  dykes  and  brooks  as  we  went  and 
finding  not  a  few  mushrooms — more,  indeed,  than 
my  creel  with  its  load  of  fish  had  room  for — and 
from  that  day  George  became  a  convert,  for  he 
said  when  we  parted  at  the  hotel,  "  I  don't  think 
much  of  gofi",  sir,  now  I  knows  how  to  fish." 

Egbert  Stanley. 
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CHAPTER  \ .—continued. 

Fig.  41  represents  a  useful  instrument  for  aerating 
the  water  of  an  aquarium.  It  is  a  small  pump  or 
syringe  made  of  indiarubber,  and  can  be  bought 
for  a  few  shillings.  It  can  also  be  made  at  home 
by  inserting  two  pieces  of  small  indiarubber  tubing 
into  opposite  sides  of  an  indiarubber  ball.  I  have 
found  that  sound  uncovered  tennis  balls  will  answer 
the  purpose.  The  pieces  of  tubing,  one  longer 
than  the  other  (Fig.  41),  are  put  into  holes  just 
large  enough  to  receive  them.  These  holes  can  be 
made  by  means  of  a  hot  piece  of  thick  wire.  The 
tubing  and  the  ball  are  firmly  united  by  covering 
the  junction  (Fig.  37,  a)  of  the  two  several  times 
with  p\u:e  indiarubber,  this  having  been  dissolved 
in  bisulphide  of  carbon  or  chloroform.  The  carbon 
or  chloroform  soon  evaporates,  and  leaves  the 
indiarubber  dry  and  firm.  A  second  coat  of  this 
solution  must  not  be  applied  until  the  first  has 
become  hard.  At  the  end  of  the  longer  piece  of 
tubing  a  kind  of  trap  must  be  fixed,  so  that  the 
water  can  be  drawn  in  there,  but  cannot  be  expelled 
by  the  way  it  entered.    This  trap  may  be  made 
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Fig.  41. 

A,  Pump  for  Aerating  the  Water  of  an  A(|uariuni  ;  C  and  B, 
.Sections  of  Traps  which  are  inserted  in  A  at  /  and  g. 

out  of  about  IJin.  of  lead  piping,  the  diameter  of 
the  indiarubber  tubing.  The  bore  of  one  end  of 
the  lead  piping  should  be  enlarged  a  little  (Fig.  46, 
B  and  C).  This  enlargement  can  be  made  with  a 
sharp,  square-pointed  brad-awl  a  little  larger  than 
the  hole  in  the  piping.  While  being  used  for  this 
purpose  the  awl  must  be  steadily  turned  round  and 
round.  The  plug  (c)  can  be  made  of  indiarubber, 
cork,  or  leather ;  and  it  must  be  made  so  that  it 
will  close  the  smaller  bore  in  the  pipe  perfectly, 
but  not  the  larger.  This  plug  is  kept  in  position  by 
a  pin  ((7),  which  should  be  a  black  one,  run  through 
the  centre  of  the  plug,  and  turned  round  another 
pin,  running  right  through  the  pipe  at  e.  C  and  B 
(Fig.  41)  show  the  section  of  the  trap.  The  former 
represents  the  plug  raised  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
the  water  to  be  drawn  into  the  pump ;  the  latter 
illustrates  the  plug  driven  home,  and  so  preventing 
the  water  from  escaping  by  the  way  it  entered. 
Two  of  these  traps  ought  to  be  prepared,  one  to  be 
inserted  in  the  tubing  of  the  pump  at  g,  and  the 
other  at  /.  If  there  is  a  difficulty  in  putting  a  trap 
so  far  down  the  tubing  as  /,  the  latter  must  be  cut 
through  at  that  point,  and  joined  again  by  placing 
each  extremity  of  the  cut  part  over  opposite  ends 
of  the  trap.  When  this  has  been  done,  the  junction 
should  be  made  quite  secrure  by  covering  it  three 
or  four  times  with  the  indiarubber  solution.  When 
this  pump  is  used,  the  longer  tubing  is  put  2in.  or 
Sin.  deep  in  the  water,  while  the  shorter  is  held 
over  it ;  and  as  the  ball  is  repeatedly  and  vigorously 
squeezed,  an  almost  continuous  stream  of  water 
will  run  out  of  and  back  into  the  aquarium.  The 
trouble  of  making  the  traps  may  be  prevented  by 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr,  Upcott  Gill. 


Fig.  42.  Top  op  Flower- 
pot Filter. 

(Slinwing  wire  frame  for  holding 
in  position  pot  containing 
plant.) 


substituting  two  of  the  glass  tubes  which  are  made 
for  babies'  feeding  bottles.   These  tubes  are  trapped. 

A  piece  of  sponge  fixed  in  the  hole  of  a  flower-pot 
will  make  a  kind  of  filter.  The  sponge  should  be 
so  tightly  packed  as  to  allow  the  water  to  run 
through  the  hole  slowly  in  drops  only.  This  simple 
contrivance  can  be  either  suspended  over  the  aqua- 
rium or  placed  on  two  strips  of  wood  resting  on  the 
top  of  it  at  the  centre.  It  may  also  stand  on  the 
cover  of  the  tank  if  that  be  strong  enough.  Of 
course,  if  the  cover  is  glass  a  hole  must  be  cut 
through  it  to  allow  the  water  to  run  from  the 
filter  into  the  tank.  Should  the  flower-pot  be 
something  better  than  a  common  one,  and  another, 
in  which  some  pretty  semi-aquatic  plant  is  growing, 
is  placed  inside  it,  the  arrangement  will  be  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  A  little  water,  taken 
occasionally  out  of  the  aquarium  by  means  of  a 
small  syphon  and  put 
into  the  filter,  will 
cause  an  almost  con- 
stant drip  of  water  into 
the  aquarium.  The 
pot  containing  the 
plant  is  kept  in  its 
position  in  that  which 
is  acting  as  a  filter  by 
means  of  a  small  wire 
frame.  (Fig.  42).  Oc- 
casionally the  sponge 
will  get  clogged,  and 
require  taking  out  and 
cleansing. 

Other  simple  means 
of  aerating  the  water 
of  an  aquarium  will 
readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  reader,  such  as 
violently  agitating  the  water  for  a  few  minutes 
with  a  short,  slender  stick — a  pen-holder,  for 
instance — by  taking  a  small  portion  of  water  from 
the  aquarium  and  returning  it  through  the  fine 
rose  of  a  watering-can,  or  by  using  an  ordinary 
bicycle  pump, 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Water-plants. 

It  has  already  been  explained  why  aquatic  plants 
of  some  kind  or  other  should  always  be  present  in 
an  aquarium  ;  and  in  this  chapter  a  few  hints  are 
given  as  to  the  choice  and  management  of  such 
vegetation.  Half  the  pleasure  of  owning  and  caring 
for  an  aquarium  would  be  gone  if  no  plants  were 
necessary :  they  give  to  the  tank  nearly  all  its 
beauty. 

Almost  every  aquatic  plant  can  be  grown  in  the 
still  water  of  an  aquarium,  and  be  made  more  or 
less  useful  there.  Some  may  be  introduced  chiefly 
for  their  beauty,  others  for  their  utility;  but  for 
both  beauty  and  utility  none  is  superior  to  the 
Italian  water-weed  Vallisneria  spiralis.  This 
plant  has  for  many  years  been  a  great  favourite 
with  those  who  keep  an  aquarium ;  for  besides 
being  ornamental  and  useful,  it  is  also  exceedingly 
interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  possesses  a  peculiar 
method  of  reproduction,  and  in  its  graceful  grass-like 
leaves  the  cyclosis,  or  circulation  of  the  sap,  may 
be  readily  seen  by  the  help  of  a  microscope,  just  as 
one  may  observe  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  a 
frog's  foot  or  in  a  tadpole's  tail. 

Vallisneria  spiralis  belongs  to  the  natural  order 
Hydrocharideae,  of  which  there  are  only  three 
species  native  in  Britain  —  namely,  the  Frog-bit 
(Hydracharis  morsiis  -  rami  ),  the  Water  -  Soldier 
(Stratiotes  aloides),  and  the  somewhat  lately  intro- 
duced Canadian  water-weed  Anacharis  alsinastrum. 

The  Vallisneria  comes  from  the  South  of  Europe, 
and  is  named  in  honour  of  an  Italian  botanist, 
Antonio  Vallisneri.  This  weed  is  dioecious — that  is, 
its  female  flowers  grow  on  one  individual  plant 
(Fig.  43)  and  its  male  flowers  on  another  (Fig.  44). 
The  female  flowers  are  borne  at  the  end  of  long 
spiral  stalks,  giving  to  the  plant  its  specific  name. 
These  stalks,  which  increase  in  length  very  rapidly, 
are  able  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  de^Dth  of  the 
water  in  which  they  are  growing,  so  that  their 
flowers  can  readily  reach  its  surface.  The  male 
flowers  are  produced  at  the  base  of  their  own  plants, 
and  after  a  time  become  detached,  rise  to  the  top 
of  the  water,  and  float  there  until  they  fertilise  the 
female  flowers  with  their  pollen.  After  the  fer- 
tilisation the  latter  sinli  to  ripen  and  to  grow. 

The  Vallisneria  also  increases  by  runners,  some- 
what similar  to  the  common  strawberry.  These 
offshoots  run  along  the  bottom  of  the  water  until 
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they  begin  to  strike  root  in  the  soil,  and  so  a  new 
plant  is  formed.  This  weed  grows  fairly  well  in 
the  sand  at  the  bottom  of  an  aquarium ;  it  will 
grow  better  in  pots  in  which  there  is  some  4in.  or 


Fir;.  43.  Italian  Water- weed,  Vallisneeia 
spiBALis  (Female  Plant). 

rnn.  of  a  good  loam  covered  by  a  layer  of  fine  gravel  ; 
but  it  will  grow  best  of  all  in  a  tank  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  and  kept  in  a  cool  greenhouse.  This 
tank  should  be  oblong,  with  four  glass  sides, 
and  its  bottom  ought  to  be  covered  to  a  depth  of  at 
least  4in.  with  rich  garden  mould,  over  which  there 
nmst  be  about  an  inch  of  gravel.  In  this  about  a 
dozen  plants  should  be  carefully  set,  and  the  vessel 
properly  filled  with  clean  soft  water,  of  not  too  cold 
a  temperature.  The  glass  sides  ought  to  be  shaded 
with  four  pieces  of  board  or  slate,  to  prevent  the 


Fia.  ii.  Italian  Water-weed,  Vallisneeia 
SPIRALIS  (Male  Plant). 

light  from  causing  an  excess  of  conferva?.  The 
object  of  having  transparent  sides  is  that  the 
growth  of  the  Vallisneria  may  be  easily  seen  by 
removing  the  shadmg ;  and  thus  anything  that  is 
wrong  may  be  readily  discovered,  and  quickly  put 
right  before  much  damage  has  been  done.  The 
top  of  the  tank  should  be  covered  with  a  piece  of 
glass,  raised  fin.  above  the  edge  by  means  of  two 
wooden  slips.  Many  years  ago  I  bought  twelve 
plants  through  the  medium  of  The  Bazaar,  grow- 
ing them  in  the  manner  just  described,  and  though 
there  lived  in  the  tank  a  large  favourite  old  carp, 
the  Valhsneria  grew  to  profusion;  and  notwith- 
standing that  from  time  to  time  I  took  a  great 
deal  out  with  which  to  stock  other  tanks  or  to  give  to 
friends,  the  supply  was  always  equal  to  the  demand. 
{To  be  continued,) 


ANGLEES'  BIEDS.* 


\Vhen  asked  by  your  secretary  to  read  a  paper  at 
one  of  your  meetings,  I  felt  great  diffidence,  and 
doubted  my  fitness  to  undertake  such  a  task,  and 
being  a  comparatively  uneducated  man  I  must  ask 
your  kind  indulgence  on  this  occasion.  There 
however,  is  a  subject  of  which  I  have  had  some 
practical  experience,  and  that  is  the  subject  of  the 
birds  an  angler  may  observe  and  study  when  on  his 
fishing  expeditions;  and  my  experience  is  that 
anglers  as  a  body  possess  intelligence  and  powers 
of  observation  far  above  the  average.  Indeed,  such 
qualifications  are  necessary  to  a  successful  angler 

Now,  an  all-rouad  angler  who  is  equally  at  home 
witii  fly-rod,  roach-pole,  pike-rod,  or  sea  tackle  has 
many  opportunities  of  studying  the  bird  life  of  the 
neighbourhood  he  fishes,  and  I  will  ask  you  to  accom- 
pany me  m  imagination  on  a  typical  fishing  trip  of 
each  class.  I  propose  to  mention  nothing  beyond 
what  has  come  under  my  own  observation  in  experi- 
ences gained  in  the  county  of  Sufiolk  alone,  and  for 
the  most  part  within  a  few  miles  of  Ipswich 

Commencing  then  in  the  season  of  spring  we  find 
ourselves  after  a  pleasant  drive  at  the  lower  limit  of 
one  of  the  very  few  trout  streams  near,  a  water  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  fish  occasionally,  by  the  kindness 
of  the  lessee,  for   some  years.     We  put  our  rods 
together,  adjust  our  tackle,  and  start  to  fish  up  stream  • 
It  IS  a  lovely  afternoon  in  May,  and  swifts,  swallows' 
and  martins  are  hawking  over  the  first  meadow  we 
enter,  and  cautiously  nearing  the  water  at  the  first 
likely  spot  for  a  cast,  I  almost  put  my  foot  into  a  nest 
of  the  yellow  wagtail,  built  on  the  ground  under  the 
shadow  of  a  clump  of  kingcups;  the  old  bird  goes 
fiitting  across  the  stream  to  alight  on  the  trunk  of  a 
fallen  willow  tree,  where  she  runs  nimbly  to  and  fro 
watching  anxiously  until  we  move  on,  leaving  her 
eggs  untouched.    A  beautiful  bird  is  the  yellow  wag- 
tail, and  with  the  grey  wagtail  and  the  pied  wagtail 
is  fairly  common  on  this  stream ;  among  small  birds 
none  more  beautiful  are  to  be  found,  and  on  the  prin- 
"J.^       u   Handsome   is  as  handsome  does  "  they 
should  be  highly  regarded  by  anglers,  for  they  feed 
entirely  on_  insects,  and  with  the  swallow  family  do  a 
good  work  in  keeping  down  the  insect  pests  which  are 
often  so  troublesome  at  the  waterside  ;  while  the  grace 
of  their  movements  gives  pleasure  to  all  who  can 
appreciate  beauty  in  animated  nature.    A  short  dis- 
tance higher  up  stream  we  come  upon  a  family  party 
of  waterhens-the  old  bird  has  taken  her  black  and 
downy  brood  out  on  to  the  meadow,  and  we  are  on 
them  so  suddenly  that  they  have  no  time  to  get  back 
to  the  water  before  we  pop  the  landing-net  over  one  of 
the  young  ones.    After  examining  the  downy  little 
thing  for  a  minute  or  two  we  turn  her  loose  again 
and  watch  her  scuttle  off  to  join  her  little  brothers  and 
sisters  m  the  water  :  she  dives  and  crosses  the  stream 
beneath  the  surface,  and  conceals  herself  at  the  other 
side  with  nothing  but  her  little  bill  just  out  of  the 
water.     The  waterhen  is  not  so  plentiful  on  this 
stream  as  formerly_it  is  a  favourite  item  in  the  diet 
of  the  otter,  and  otters  have  increased  here  of  late 
years.    I  am  mclined  to  think  that  the  waterhen  is 
not  an  unmixed  blessing  on  a  small  trout  stream ;  I 
beiieye  they  consume  a  great  deal  of  fish  ova,  especi- 
ally in  winter  when  vegetation  is  scarce.    Further  up 
stream  we  come  to  a  deep  bend  overhung  with  willows 
i  am  in  the  act  of  landing  a  good  fish  and  have  to 
lean  against  a  tree  and  reach  well  out  with  the  net, 
when  suddenly  out  of  a  slit  in  the  bark  of  the  wiUow 
not  six  mches  above  my  head,  a  small  bird  darts  out. 
t  r^^TH^}^?  1^^^*^^  I  go  back  to  the  tree 

K^^Mf  K  1,-^  ? '^^'^.*'-'^^°'"^^P«'^;  Jiest  is  neatly 
built  behind  a  loose  piece  of  bark  and  contains  young. 
We  stand  back  awhile  and  the  old  bird  returns^  then 
cautiously  drawing  near  we  find  her  sitting  so  close 
that  she  allows  us  to  stand  and  look  at  her  some 
minutes  before  she  leaves  by  her  back  door,  for  the 
creeper  usually  has  two  ways  into  her  nest.  This  bird 
IS  common  along  this  stream  and  to  watch  it  clinging 
to  the  bark  of  a  tree  is  very  interesting.  Moving  on  a 
lot  of  old  trees  are  found  on  both  banks,  making 
casting  very  difficult,  but  they  form  a  fine  harbour  iov 
birds  and  provide  plenty  of  insect  food  for  the  trout 
\'\-J'yf('^^^'^o  IS  singing  on  the  topmost  bough  of  an 
old  dead  tree,  and  whilst  watching  my  companion  play 
and  land  a  good  fish  we  suddenly  hear  a  sharp,  shrill 
whistle,  and  a  kingfisher  comes  skimming  along  with  a 
small  fish  in  his  bill ;  he  is,  indeed,  a  thing  of  beauty 
as,  with  the  sun  shining  on  his  blue  back,  he  darts 
across  to  his  nesting  place  in  an  old  sand  pit,  where  I 
have  noticed  there  is  usually  a  brood  brought  off  every 
year.  The  kingfisher  probably  does  a  certain  amount 
of  mischief  amongst  the  fry,  but  we  will  gladly  forgive 
him  his  trespasses  and  delight  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
his  company  The  turtle  dove  is  also  nesting  in  one 
ot  the  trees  here,  and  we  can  see  the  eggs  through  the 
crevices  m  the  slight  platform  of  a  nest  which  this 


*  A  paper  read  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  at  a  meeting 
ot  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  March  14,  190  2 


bird  makes.  The  new  regulations  of  the  County 
Council  protect  this  bird  all  the  year  round,  but  I  fail 
to  see  the  reason  for  this,  as  sometimes  they  are  so 
numerous  as  to  do  serious  damage  in  the  pea  fields, 
and  of  all  the  pigeon  tribe  these  are  by  far  the  best  for 
the  table.  Stopping  under  a  tree  to  put  on  a  fresh  fly 
to  replace  one  which  now  adorns  a  bush  on  the  other 
side  a  loud  "  Frank  I  Frank  !"  causes  me  to  look  up 
in  time  to  see  a  fine  old  heron  go  sailing  away.  Now 
the  heron,  handsome  and  interesting  a  bird  as  he 
undoubtedly  is,  is  no  friend  of  the  angler,  especially 
on  a  small  stream  ;  he  is  no  respecter  of  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, County  Council  bye-laws,  or  club  rules,  but 
spends  his  time  gobbling  up  trout  regardless  of  close 
time,  length  limits,  or  any  of  those  pains  and  penalties 
with  which  the  unfeathered  biped  is  hedged  about. 
Only  last  month  a  keeper  shot  one  on  this  water  ;  the 
bird  was  not  quite  dead  when  picked  up,  and  disgorged 
a  trout  of  about  lib.  weight.  Never  a  season  passes 
without  fish  being  found  injured  by  his  spear-like  bill, 
therefore  I  think  we  must  condemn  the  heron  and  do 
our  best  to  persuade  him  to  keep  to  the  salt  waters, 
where  his  depredations  will  not  make  such  inroaiU 
into  the  objects  of  our  sport. 

A  short  distance  higher  up  and  we  are  at  the  limit 
of  our  water.  Before  reaching  the  last  meadow,  how- 
ever, my  companion  draws  attention  to  a  very  beauti- 
ful example  of  the  power  of  concealment  used  by  the 
common  wren.  A  bunch  of  rushes  brought  down  by 
the  last  high  flood  has  caught  on  the  lower  branches 
of  an  elder  bush,  and  hanging  within  eighteen  inches 
of  the  water  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  a  pair  of 
wrens  who  have  built  a  nest  amongst  the  dead  rushes  : 
so  closely  do  the  materials  of  the  nest  match  the 
rushes  that,  but  for  seeing  the  birds  come  out,  their 
home  would  never  have  been  discovered.  We  examine 
and  admire  it,  and  finding  it  crowded  with  a  family  of 
eight  youngsters  we  leave  them  in  peace.  The  evening 
is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  so  we  take  our  rods  to 
pieces,  and  as  we  start  for  home  the  melancholy  note 
of  a  stone  curlew  comes  wailing  across  the  stream 
from  a  patch  of  heathland  on  the  opposite  hillside 
accompanied  by  the  curious  churring  notes  of  a  night- 
jar or  fern  owl,  that  curious  bird  which  was  such  a 
favoui-ite  with  Gilbert  White,  of  Selborne.  The 
nightingale  is  singing  in  the  bushes  on  the  railway 
bank,  and  as  we  pass  under  the  bridge  the  bats  are 
beginning  their  evening  flight.  Well  satisfied  are  we 
with  our  four  brace  of  lovely  trout,  and  more  so  with 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  nature  we  have  enjoyed.  Of 
course,  we  have  seen  many  of  the  commoner  birds, 
such  as  thrushes,  larks,  starlings,  blackbirds,  piptits, 
and  many  of  the  smaller  summer  migrants,  but  I  have 
only  enlarged  upon  the  rarer  incidents  of  such  a 
trip. 

Now  for  a  change  we  will  go  for  an  early  morning 
trip  up  the  Gipping.  Our  object  is  to  attempt  the 
capture  of  one  of  those  tantalising  big  chub  which 
make  their  home  under  the  bushes  and  trees  of  the 
old  river  at  Sproughton.  We  must  start  early,  so  set 
your  alarum  and  meet  me  at  Handford  Bridge  at 
3  a.m.  Rather  too  early  you  think ;  well,  vou 
will  find  this  the  pleasantest  part  of  the  day'  iu 
summer.  It  is  a  fine  July  morning,  and  just  daylight 
as  we  pass  along  the  towing-path.  Just  past  the 
White  Railway  Bridge  we  come  suddenly  upon  a  pair 
of  wild  duck  which  rise  with  a  protesting  quack  and 
sail  off  up  the  river.  Wild  duck  are  not  often  seen 
here  in  July.  Near  the  Chantry  Lock  we  see  a  fine 
old  wood-pigeon  get  up  from  the  shallow  near  the  plank 
foot-bridge ;  he  has  been  taking  his  morning  drink, 
but  I  am  sure  we  should  not  get  so  near  him  it  one 
of  us  were  carrying  a  gun  instead  of  a  rod.  On  the 
meadow  across  the  lock  the  grass  is  cut  and  in  process 
of  being  made  into  hay  ;  the  perfume  is  delightful  but 
the  grass  is  still  heavy  with  dew.  We  disturb  sundrv 
waterhens  as  we  pass  up  stream  to  the  place  where 
we  have  marked  a  big  chub  whose  capture  we  will 
attempt.  He  rises  well  to  our  fly,  but  the  place  is  an 
awkward  one,  and  before  we  can  check  him  he  is 
round  the  roots  of  his  friendly  willow,  and  we  are  left 
lamenting  the  loss  of  our  fly  and  half  a  gut  cast. 
Seeing  no  more  rising  chub  we  take  our  seat  at  a  deep 
bend  and  try  bottom  fishing  for  some  of  the  roach 
which  are  at  the  tail  of  the  pool.  We  are  not  here 
long  before  the  well-known  call  of  a  kingfisher  comes 
down  stream,  and  a  second  or  two  later  the  bird 
comes  round  the  bend,  and  seeing  our  rod  at  right 
angles  to  the  bank  promptly  settles  on  the  top  joint. 
We  keep  perfectly  still,  but  his  bright  eye  takes  in  the 
situation  at  a  glance,  and  off  he  goes  again. 

Now  you  will  say  this  is  an  angler's  yarn,  but  I 
assure  you  it  is  perfectly  true  ;  there  is  nothing  in  the 
slightest  degree  improbable  in  it  to  anyone  acquainted 
with  the  kingfisher's  habits.  The  same  thing  may 
happen  to  you  if  you  follow  these  rules  on  a  river 
the  birds  are  using.  Be  there  early  in  the  mornin", 
and  seat  yourself  so  that  you  are  concealed  by  the 
rushes  ;  keep  your  rod  at  right  angles  to  the  bank, 
and  about  two  feet  above  the  surface;  keep  still  and 
quiet,  and  it  is  tea  to  one  that  the  first  kingfisher 
which  comes  along  will  drop  on  so  convenient  a 
perch. 

(To  be  contmuid.) 
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Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — Thames  trouting 
opens  on  Tuesday  next,  and  anglers  will  find  the 
river  greatly  improved  by  the  recent  rain.  The  water 
is  a  fair  height,  of  good  colour,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
stream.  Most  of  the  early  trouting  is  done  from 
the  weirs,  but  several  fish  have  already  been  seen 
on  the  move  in  the  open  reaches.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials  on 
Monday  (March  24)  all  the  officers  were  re-elected, 
the  addition  being  Mr.  W.  H.  Gate  as  a  vice-president, 
his  place  on  the  committee  being  filled  by  Mr. 
Mendlesshon.  The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  April  16.  It  was  decided  to  keep  a  punt 
at  Kingston  and  Teddington  for  the  free  use  of 
members  and  friends,  and  the  question  of  hiring  punts 
higher  up  the  river  will  be  discussed  later  on. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  water 

is  in  very  good  order  for  Thames  trouting,  the  welcome 
rains  we  have  had  in  this  district  very  much  improving 
things  all  round.  The  trouting  season  opens  on 
April  1,  when  bleak,  dace,  or  gudgeon  should  be  the 
lure. — Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — I  have  only  heard  of  one 
young  gentleman  going  trout  fishing  as  yet.  He 
caught  eleven  fish  the  best  day,  but  they  were  in 
rather  poor  condition.  Further  stocking  is  taking 
place.  Major  Nelthorpe  put  300  lovely  rainbow  trout 
in  one  of  his  large  lakes  at  Scawby  last  week,  and  on 
Monday  last  he  turned  out  200  similar  faiio  in  the 
Barnoldby  Beck.  This  is  one  of  our  loveliest  wold 
streams. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

East  Gloucestershire. — Trouting  Prospects. — 
The  Parliamentary  Division  of  East  Gloucestershire 
can  boast  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  of  good 
trouting.  The  chief  trout  streams  are  the  Coin, 
Leach,  Upper  Windrush,  Churn,  and  Dickler, 
besides  several  other  tributaries  and  small  streams. 
The  most  important  trout  stream  is  the  Coin,  nearly 
thirty  miles  in  length,  which  contains  fine  trout  up 
to  21b.,  31b.,  and  41b.  each,  and  plenty  of  them,  the 
smallest  that  may  be  taken  being  J-pounders.  There 
are  two  hotel  waters  on  the  Coin,  one  at  Fairford  and 
the  other  at  Bibury,  about  six  miles  up  stream.  They 
are  now  very  well  stocked,  and  both  are  under  the 
same  management.  The  spawning  season  has  been  a 
splendid  one,  and  the  show  of  fine  trout  on  some  of 
the  many  private  waters  was  something  wonderful. 
Good  reports  are  to  hand  of  the  good  show  of  trout  on 
the  Ablington  Manor,  Bibury  Court,  Fairford  Park, 
and  Dudgrove  waters.  Season  will  fully  open  on 
April  1. — Pan. 

Esk  (Whithv). — Recent  somewhat  heavy  showers 
have  slightly  freshened  this  river,  and  there  is  in 
consequence  an  improvement  in  the  prospects  of  sport 
during  the  holidays.  As  yet,  however,  only  meagre 
sport  has  been  secured  by  the  few  anglers  who  have 
plied  the  rod.  A  few  takes  have  been  reported,  the 
most  remunerative  being  that  of  Captain  Theed,  R.N., 
which  consisted  of  4J  brace,  caught  in  the  tideway. 
Sea  anglers  are  having  unremunerative  results  gene- 
rally.—J.  Jackson. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Coarse  fish  anglers  to  a  large  extent  have  their  rods, 
lines,  etc.,  laid  up  in  lavender.  Coarse  fish  are  un- 
available, and  it  is  not  everyone  who  can  afford  to  run 
after  salmon  and  trout.  Railway  facilities,  how- 
ever, turn  the  tide  in  other  directions,  and 
although  custom  does  not  provide  that  in  such  as 
the  Fen  district  the  transition  should  be  made 
swiftly  from  one  class  of  fish  to  the  other,  it  does 
give  an  opportunity  for  those  who  really  desire  it 
to  reach  trout  waters  at  a  small  expense.  Thanks  to 
such  men  as  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  and  others  a  good 
many  trout  are  now  located  in  the  smaller  streams 
which  run  from  the  highlands.  Very  little  will  be 
done  on  these  waters  till  the  weather  becomes  warmer. 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Fishing  is  at  a 
standstill  in  this  district.  Trout  fishers  require  warmer 
weather  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  sport.  There  is 
some  talk  of  improved  prospects  for  salmon  fishing  on 
the  Trent.  More  fish  were  noticed  last  year  than 
previously,  and  the  rise  which  has  taken  place  on  the 
river  will  do  much  to  help  the  salmon  in  their  ascent 
from  the  Humber.  Nets  are  also  reported  to  be  less 
numerous,  and  very  likely  some  of  the  lordly  fish  will 
furnish  sport  before  they  reach  the  upper  waters. 
Trouting  will  soon  begin  on  the  waters  about  South- 
well.— L. 

Lea. — The  river  has  been  showing  colour  in  the 
lower  reaches,  but  in  the  upper  waters  it  has  been 
bright,  and  with  little  stream  moving  roach  fishing 
has  not  yielded  much  sport.  Cold  winds  have  also 
swept  through  the  Lea  valley,  and  no  good  baskets 
have  been  recorded,   The  roach  were  quite  ofi  feed  at 


the  A.B.S.  contest,  only  eighteen  anglers  out  of  six 
hundred  and  ten  weighing  in.  Considering  the  bright 
state  of  the  river  and  the  hundreds  of  people  on  the 
bank  the  result  is  not  so  remarkable  as  it  appears, 
especially  when  the  well-known  shyness  of  the  Lea 
roach  is  taken  into  consideration.  I  have  been  on  the 
watch  for  feeding  trout,  but  so  far  have  only  seen  one 
fish.  The  water  bailiSs  also  ireport  trout  quiet  yet, 
but  we  only  require  some  warm,  genial  weather  to 
put  them  on  the  move.  Owing  to  the  rains  there  is 
more  colour  in  the  river  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItHgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  good  condition,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  order  for  fiy  fishing. 
The  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable  this  week 
as  yet,  as  storms  have  been  had  accompanied  by  hail 
and  cold  winds,  and  few  anglers  would  go  out  as  they 
could  not  keep  the  Hies  on  the  water.  The  fish  were 
more  on  the  feed  and  rising  at  middle  day,  and  a  few 
nice  trout  have  been  landed.  With  warmer  weather 
the  prospects  for  sport  on  i  both  [streams  would  greatly 
improve.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  and  should 
afford  good  sport. —  Gwynne. 

Iixigg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  condition,  but  the  weather  has 
been  thoroughly  bad  for  fishing ;  frosty  nights,  strong 
N.W.  winds,  very  cold,  rain,  hail,  and  snowstorms, 
whilst  snow  has  been  lying  on  the  Welsh  hills  for  the 
past  three  days.  This  (Tuesday)  has  been  fine,  with 
sunshine  ;  wind  N.W.,  cold.  Should  warmer  weather 
ensue  there  may  yet  be  sport  during  the  holidays, 
when  the  following  flies  may  be  selected  from  to  suit 
the  day :  February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Palmer,  Dark  Willow,  Olive,  Silver  Twist,  and 
Apple-Green  Duns,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Cow- 
dung,  and  Brown  Spinner. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Flymouth. — The  rain  has  done  a  lot  of  good  to 
the  rivers.  Still  a  little  more  rain  is  wanted  to  get 
the  rivers  up  to  their  prime.  There  are  plenty  of 
clean  run  fish  up,  as  well  as  a  lot  of  back  fish,  which 
I  should  like  to  see  cleared  out  of  the  river  as  they 
are  awful  cannibals.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue  and 
Silver,  the  Wickham  Fancy,  the  Hoffland  Fancy,  and 
March  Brown.  I  have  a  lot  of  fishermen  coming 
down  as  usual  for  the  Easter  holidays.  Devon  seems 
to  be  a  favourite  spot  at  this  time,  and  there  is  plenty 
of  accommodation  on  the  Tavy — lodgings  cheap  and 
grub  good. — William  Hbarder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  month  of  IMarch  is  generally  supposed 
to  come  in  like  a  lion  and  go  out  like  a  lamb,  but  the 
reverse  has  been  the  case  as  far  as  this  neighbourhocd 
is  concerned.  All  along  it  has  been  most  mild  and 
springlike  until  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  when  a 
complete  change  for  the  worse  took  place  and  storms 
of  hail  and  sleet  came  as  a  warning  that  winter 
had  not  yet  given  way  to  spring.  Matters 
were  at  their  worst  on  Monday,  when  a  storm  of 
rain  and  sleet  passed  over  the  .country,  and  which 
was  accompanied  by  a  bitterly  cold  and  easterly 
wind.  Since  that  time]  a  change  for|  the  better  is 
gradually  taking  place.  The  wind  is  now  in  a  much 
more  favourable  quarter,  and  the  barometer,  which 
was  very  low  indeed,  is  gradually  rising ;  whilst  the 
snow,  with  which  the  Welsh  mountains  were  capped 
for  some  days,  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  so 
that  there  is  a  very  fair  prospect  of  favourable  weather 
for  anglers  during  the  coming  holidays. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Now, 
between  the  season,  is  the  time  to  overhaul  tackle  and 
prepare  for  trouting.  April,  in  the  rivers,  is  the 
recognised  month  for  a  start,  but  many  of  the  preserved 
waters  are  held  over  until  May.  Letters  from  all  parts 
speak  of  a  disappointing  ending  to  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  but  speak  favourably  of  the  prospects  of 
trouting.  If  rain  continues  the  rivers  will  be  in  flood. 
The  Ouse  holds  a  few  good  trout  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  anglers  generally  fish  the  loop  portion  early  in  the 
season.  The  Ouse  tributaries  hold  trout,  but  worming 
is  generally  adopted  in  the  narrow-wooded  streams. 
Perch  are  far  too  numerous,  and  should  be  destroyed 
in  the  interest  of  trouting.  A  few  fish  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Adur  and  feeders.  The  Rother  holds  good 
trout,  but  is  preserved.  Many  of  the  streams  near 
Chichester  hold  a  few  fish,  and  permission  may  be 
obtained  from  the  landowners,  but  the  water  is  not 
worth  the  trouble.  The  weather  has  been  far  too 
rough  for  smelt  fishing. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  rising,  hut  winds  cold, 
and  every  prospect  of  good  Easter  fishing.  Salmon, 
I  am  told,  are  moving  up.  The  Board  of  Conservators, 
finding  the  amount  taken  for  salmon  licences  very 
short,  have  issued  5s.  trout  licences,  and  it  is  feared 
the  few  salmon  fishermen  will  have  all  the  new 
income  expended  for  their  sole  benefit,  and  no  trout 
placed  into  the  river  nor  watched  for  night  poachers. 
Two  gentlemen  caught  four  dozen  trout  on  Saturday 
last. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  up  to 
March  23  ;  it  was  bright  with  a  little  March  wind.  On 
Monday  (March  24)  there  was  a  change,  and  storms  of 
hail  and  rain  aooompanied  by  snow  and  wind  swept 


over  the  district  making  fishing  out  of  the  question  ; 
it  did  not  alter  the  water  to  any  extent.  On 
Tuesday  (March  25)  it  was  beautiful  and  sunshiny, 
but  very  cold.  There  has  been  more  anglers  out 
of  late,  and  the  fish  are  beginning  to  rise  better 
at  the  fly,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been 
landed.  The  fish  are  rather  backward  as  to  condition, 
but  a  few  nice  warm  days  would  work  wonders.  The 
flies  to  use  during  this  holiday  time  are  the  Olive  Dun, 
Brown  Spinner,  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Palmer, 
and  Cowdung.  Bottom  fishers  have  taken  some  fine 
trout  in  the  deep  holes  with  the  worm,  and  prospects 
generally  are  good  if  we  get  no  more  rain  to  upset  the 
water;  good  sport  should  be  had  this  Easter.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear 
and  in  good  fishing  order,  and  good  fish  have  been 
taken  with  worm  in  the  Corvethis  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear, 
and  suitable  for  the  fly  or  bottom  baits.  The  weather 
has  not  been  very  favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out, 
it  having  been  very  cold  and  windy,  and  some  hail 
and  rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has  not  altered  the 
water.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  and  used  fly  with 
success,  and  some  nice  sized  trout  have  been  landed, 
and  if  the  weather  will  only  keep  fine  there  is  every 
prospect  of  some  good  lots  of  trout  being  taken  with 
fly  during  the  holidays. — Worcester. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Fishing  is  closed  here  during 
fence  months,  except  fishing  for  carp  and  eels,  price 
Is.  per  rod.  Seasons  from  now  till  Feb.  1,  1903,  price 
£1  Is.,  inclusive  for  jacking  £1  10s.  ;  two  rods  are 
allowed  season  holders.  No  gorge  allowed,  snap  and 
spinning  only.  Last  season  was  very  good,  the  biggest 
take  of  bream  by  Messrs.  Issott  and  Temple,  over 
GOlb.  in  one  day  ;  several  good  tench  were  taken  from 
21b.  to  3|lb.  Mr.  Pocock  took  five  tench  before  nine 
in  the  morning.  Further  particulars  can  be  obtained 
from  A.  Newham,  Water  Bailiff. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid.  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Although  the  waters  of  the  Witham  and  of  the  drains 
about  Boston  and  elsewhere  will  be  idle  for  two  or 
throe  months,  those  who  really  desire  a  day's  fishing 
will  seek  it  among  the  trout  which  are  to  be  found  in 
the  streams  from  the  Wolds,  in  the  upper  country 
around.  This,  thanks  to  railway  arrangements,  may 
be  done  during  the  holidays  at  small  expense.  During 
next  week  many  of  those  who  have  sought  their  fishing 
in  this  locality  will  hie  themselves  away  to  Derbyshire 
and  Yorkshire,  where  plenty  of  this  fishing  is  to  be 
had.  Eery  few  anglers  are  out  this  week  on  the 
waters  between  Lincoln  and  Grimsby  or  between 
Newark  and  Grantham,  but  I  hear  there  are  a  good 
many  fish  in  both  these  districts.  In  warmer  weather 
anglers  will  show  themselves. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  trout 
season  opened  on  March  25  on  the  latter  river,  and  on 
April  1  on  the  Wye.  The  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  angling,  a  bitterly  cold  north  wind 
blowing  down  stream.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  Fish  not  rising,  so  few  flies  on  the 
water.  Too  cold  for  any  success  with  the  fly. 
The  prospect  for  the  Easter  holiday  anglers 
is  very  bad.  The  Derbyshire  hills  are  covered  with 
snow.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  from  free  water. 
The  Trent  Fishery  Board  issued  their  licences  after 
Feb.  1 ;  this  is  much  too  soon  for  this  locality.  When 
the  weather  and  water  is  in  order,  the  following  flies 
will  be  useful — February  Red,  Cock-winged  Dun, 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Pownhope). — On  the  Helme  Lacy  section  of 
the  Wye  the  first  fish  of  the  season  was  got  by  the 
Earl  of  Chesterfield,  who,  on  March  14,  caught  with 
the  fly  a  salmon  of  221b.  and  one  of  171b.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  John  Paterson  caught  the  first  fish  on 
the  Pownhope  section,  a  salmon  of  181b.,  with  the 
silver  Devon  minnow. — J.  Paterson. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Torks). — Easter  holiday  anglers  may  fill  their 
lungs  with  health-giving  ozone,  but  unless  there  is  a 
decided  change  in  the  present  meteorological  con- 
ditions between  now  and  the  week  end  they  won't 
fill  their  baskets  with  trout.  The  night  frosts  have 
been  very  keen,  and  snow  fell  for  hours  on  Tuesday 
all  through  Wensleydale,  Wharfedale,  Swaledale, 
Nidderdale,  and  the  Vale  of  Mowbray.  On  Wednesday 
the  Whernsides,  Penhill,  in  fact  all  the  moorlands 
right  into  Westmorland,  were  as  white  as  ever  they 
were  in  midwinter.  Needless  to  say,  this  has  pre- 
vented any  flies  from  hatching  out.  To-day  the  bril- 
liant sunshine  is  bringing  the  snow  off  the  hills  into 


Trout  fliea  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Mei-lin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  ii.  per  dozen.  Best  tapei  ed  horsehair 
casts.  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station- 
•treet,  Leeds.  Telegrams  ;  "Piscator,  Leeds." 
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the  streams,  therefore  the  outlook  for  anything  like 
sport  is  not  encouraging  at  present.  The  fall  in  the 
temperature  has  killed  ofi  what  few  flies  there  were 
on,  and  in  consequence  the  trout  have  taken  the 
minnow  in  preference  to  the  artificial  fly.  "Jim" 
Blades  writes  to  me  that  "  the  fly  so  far  has  been 
of  little  good  in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association 
waters  on  the  Yore,  but  in  spite  of  the  cold 
weather,  some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
with  the  natural  minnow,  several  members  getting 
from  four  to  six  brace  of  fish  averaging  Jib.  each.  My 
best  dish  during  the  week  has  been  one  of  seven  fish 
weighing  31b.  My  Swaledale  correspondent  writes 
that  little  on  the  whole  has  been  done  on  that  river 
since  the  trout  season  opened,  but  one  real  good  creel 
of  fish  (fourteen)  was  exhibited  the  other  day  by  a 
Northallerton  angler  who  had  fished  the  Ellerbeck. 
The  trout  were  in  fairly  good  condition  considering 
the  backward  season  and  the  bad  weather.  The  same 
angler  on  the  following  day  visited  the  Godbeck,  at 


Sowerby-under-Catclifte,  but  only  succeeded  in  creel- 
ing a  fish  of  lib.  Another  angler  in  the  same  stream 
landed  seven  nice  trout  by  fishing  the  Brandling 
Worm  up-stream  on  Pennell  tackle.  Two  members 
of  the  Black  Ox  Club,  Messrs.  N.  Smithson  and 
E.  Metcalf,  had  their  first  day  of  the  season  in 
the  Bedale  Beck  on  Thursday,  but  sport  was  bad,  the 
first-named  gentleman  getting  a  brace  of  half-pounders. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Thirsk  Angling  Club,  Major  Bell 
was  re-elected  president,  and  the  Rev.  T.  Simpson 
secretary ;  all  the  old  committee  men  were  also 
reappointed.  Major  Bell  congratulated  the  members 
on  the  handsome  balance  of  £10  2s.  lid.  in  hand, 
and  wished  them  good  sport  for  the  season.  The 
secretary  reported  that  200  two-year-old  trout,  the 
gift  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  had  been 
placed  in  the  Codbeck.  Reports  of  sport  from  the 
other  streams  are  very  meagre.  The  best  flies  for  the 
week  are  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple  and  Sprig  Black. 
If  these  fail  to  tempt  the  trout  to  rise  try  the 
"  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,"  a  natural  minnow  on 
"Ariel"  tackle,  or  a  well  scoured  brandling  worm 
fished  well  up  stream.— J.  E.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  weather  has  been 
cold  for  a  week  with  occasional  showers,  and  frost  in 
the  early  mornings.  At  time  of  writing,  however,  the 
sun  is  gleaming  brilliantly  and  the  birds  are  singing. 
Indeed,  with  a  change  of  wind  angling  prospects  are  good. 
Little  has  been  done  since  last  report  and  few  anglers, 
have  been  astir  this  week.  Mr.  Read,  of  Arthuret, 
caught  a  new  run  salmon  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Willow  Pool ;  Mr.  Budd  has  had  a  new-run  salmon  of 
91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Frood  and  Mr.  Berwick,  staying  at  the 
Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  while  fishing  in  Mr. 
Bell's  water,  from  the  Boxes  to  Lynefoot,  have  landed 
several  old  fish,  in  fact  sport  at  present  is  chiefly  with 
old  salmon.  A  fine  fish  of  291b.  has  been  killed  in  the 
Solway  Firth  by  a  haaf  netter.  With  regard  to  the 
rivers,  unfortunately,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  there 
promises  to  be  very  little  Easter  angling. — Gilnockie. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).— The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  rather  changeable.  A  good  deal 
of  rain  and  light  showers  of  snow  have  fallen.  The 


water  has  risen  a  little  in  the  river  and  is  some- 
what discoloured.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present 
week  frost  was  pretty  keen.  Anglers  have  been 
enjoying  but  indifferent  sport.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  killing  a  few  trout,  scarcely  a  clean 
salmon  has  been  got.  There  are  plenty  of  foul 
fish  in  the  pools,  which  are,  of  course,  returned  when 
caught  by  the  angler  to  the  river.  For  some  time  fish 
have  been  drawing  to  the  coast  and  ascending  the 
river.  The  net  fishermen  have  been  doing  fairly  well. 
They  had  as  many  as  half-a-score  of  salmon  on  one 
day,  and  for  some  time  three  to  eight  fish.  On  the 
coast  the  yield  from  the  nets  at  the  various  stations 
was  also  better.  On  several  occasions  they  failed  to 
visit  the  nets  owing  to  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  west. 
The  quality  is  very  good.  The  average  weight  for 
salmon  is  about  91b.,  the  heaviest  running  to  IGlb.  and 
181b.  During  last  week  a  box  was  consigned  to  the 
markets  daily,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  2cwt. 
Prices  are  very  high. — H.  W. 

loch  Leveu  (Kinross).— After  a  week  of 
bitterly  cold,  stormy  weather,  a  boat  went  out  on 
Saturday  (March  22),  when  the  first  capture  of  the 
season  was  efiected.  The  frost  was  very  keen  in  the 
early  morning,  five  degrees  being  registered,  and  with 
a  heavy  fall  of  sleet  the  weather  was  exceedingly 
unpromising.  A  strong  frost  wind  blew  all  day  from 
the  west.  A  couple  of  hours'  industrious  fishing  was 
without  result,  but  when  trolling  along  the  south-east 
point  of  St.  Serf's  Island  the  reel  sang  out,  and  Mr. 
William  Robertson,  Glasgow,  was  fast  in  the  first  trout 
hooked  here  this  season.  It  was  safely  landed,  and 
found  to  be  a  fish,  in  fair  condition,  of  about  lib. — 
R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  Wednesday  (March  12),  Mr.  D. 
McGregor,  Dundee,  killed  one  salmon  weighing  241b. 
On  the  14th  Mr.  McGregor  landed  three  salmon  of 
181b.,  161b.,  and  91b.  weight.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  one  salmon  of  111b.,  and  on  the  19th 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  one  salmon  of  221b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  March  20,  Mr.  E.  Ware 
landed  a  salmon  of  281b.  On  March  21,  Mr.  Percy 
Hoole  had  one  of  271b.  On  March  22,  Mr.  Percy 
Hoole  had  one  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  C.  Willison  one  of 
151b.  On  March  24,  Mrs.  Maisey,  fishing  for  Mr. 
S.  Berger,  had  two  of  211b.  and  151b.  Mr.  H.  Horwood, 
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MANUFACTUREUS    OF   FIRST-CLASS    RODS,   FLIES,   AND  TACKLE. 

THE  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  ROD,  21/- 

lL.a,K>^e   Stock   of  Suilt   Ca.ne   Rods,    witlx    and    witliout    Steel  Gentries. 


MALGOM&GO. 

''Featherweight" 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 

R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.,  says 
"  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  28,  1900. 
"This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900 
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HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STRe'eT,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting 

Tnf'limlfkfc     Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Flue  Net.       •    IZ^^  k^I^'  R^^^it  Gate  Nets. 

blue  Nets.  Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish,   list  on  application. 


Telegi-fixihic  Addt  ess,  "  PISIlXXfJ." 


Telephone.  ."HJll. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

Only  Address— 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL, 

Maker  of  Hiijli -elans  IlOJ)S  and  TACKLE  for  Salmon,  Trout,  PH.e,  Roarh, 
MaJiseer,  and  Sea  Fishing. 

Flies  and  Tackle  for  Great"  Britain,  Ireland,  New  Zealand,  Australia. 
ORDERS    THROUGH    POST    HAVE    MY    PERSONAL  ATTENTION. 

Every  Variety  of  Rods  made  to  order.  Our  Perfection  Splice  Rod,  in 
two  pieces,  from  15s.  to  30s.,  with  Spare  Top  Joint. 

WADING  REQUISITES.  TROUSERS.  STOCKINGS  AND  BROGUES. 

FlSirixa    JACKETS   IX   GREAT  VARIETT. 


OUR  CELEBRATED  GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS, 

Price,  including  postage,  from  4/-  smallest,  to  5/-  largest  size. 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  Frencti  Aiiglmg  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  19th  of  each  month, 
Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  oommunioationa  should  bo  addressed  to  the  Dlreotora— WYERS  PR^IREB, 
30,  Qual  du  Louvie,  Paris. 
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.fishing  for  Mrs.  Berger,  had  two,  of  231b.  and  171b.— 
H.  J.  Maisky. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  are  on  the  small  side  for  the  larger  salmon  fly, 
but  the  pools  will  carry  the  medium  and  smaller  sized 
fly  for  another  week.  Most  of  the  waters  will  be 
very  clear  during  the  Easter  holidays.  The  sport 
has  been  poor  on  all  the  rivers  of  the  Firth,  except 
the  Carlisle  Eden,  where  some  salmon  have  been 
landed  since  last  week's  notes.  On  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Annan  a  spring  salmon  of  81b.  was  taken 
by_  Mr.  Boyd  with  the  fly.  In  the  middle  reaches 
quite  a  number  of  salmon  kelts  have  been  landed 
and  returned.  A  number  of  rods  have  started 
fishing  this  week  for  yellow  trout  in  the  middle 
Annan,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken 
chiefly  with  the  worm  bait.  Trout  have  been  rising 
to  the  fly  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  they  will 
not  look  at  the  fly  in  the  evening.  The  Annan  Solway 
fishermen  have  been  doing  uncommonly  well  among 
spring  salmon  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and 
splendid  fish  of  from  101b.  to  231b.  have  been 
caught  in  the  poke  nets.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  tried  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers  and  moderate 
catches  have  been  reported  from  the  rivers.  The 
Fells  of  Cumberland  are  covered  with  snow  just 
now,  and  there  have  been  sharp  snaps  of  frost  every 
morning  this  week.  The  prospects  for  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Monday  are  on  the  whole  favourable. — 
Heathebbele. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).  —  No  trout 
fishing  yet  on  these  waters,  as  it  is  very  cold.  On 
Thursday,  March  20,  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe 
netted  Burren  Lake,  cleared  away  submerged  weeds, 
and  put  about  one  himdred  wild  trout  into  Maghera- 
hamlet  Lake.  On  Saturday,  March  22,  Maghera- 
hamlet  Lake  was  netted,  and  a  lot  of  pike  secured. 
The  Association  has  now  ten  lakes,  with  an  area  of 
over  five  hundred  acres. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District.— Up  till  Tuesday  the  moun- 
tains and  hills  were  covered  with  snow,  but  it  is  now 
gone  down  the  rivers,  where  it  will  put  a  stopper  on  trout 
fishing  till  the  end  of  the  week.  I  did  not  hear  of  a 
trout  killed  this  week.  On  the  Woodburn  dams  last 
Thursday  (March  20)  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  killed  two  fish 
on  the  minnow,  31b.  and  21b.  On  the  upper  sections 
of  the  Lagan  some  trout  were  got  last  week,  and  on 
the  Ballynahinch  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  had  five,  and 
Mr.  J.  Murray  two  ;  Mr.  J.  Ruddick,  at  Annacloy, 
bagged  two  fish,  2J!b.  and  IJlb.  each.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — The  early  trout  fishing  in  some  of  the  lakes 
here  is  better  than  for  many  years  past.  Lough  Arrow 
in  particular  has  given  great  sport  for  the  last  three 
weeks.  Inugli  Key  is  not  quite  up  to  previous  years, 
and  Oara  is  not  doing  so  well  with  heavy  fish,  but 
splendid  with  trout  from  ^Ib.  to  l^lb.  The  small 
lakes  south  of  Boyle  are  all  giving  good  sport.  March 
came  in  an  ideal  month  for  bait  fishing  on  the  large 
lakes  here,  as  on  March  1  there  were  over  fifty  trout 
killed  on  Arrow.  On  March  7  I  went  with  Mr.  Sayers 
to  Arrow,  and  we  killed  six  trout  and  four  pike,  the 
largest  trout  Gib.,  the  next  in  size  4flb.  On  the 
9th  Mr.  Fagen,  fishing  A  row,  killed  four  trout  and 
seven  pike,  largest  pike  211b.,  largest  trout  31b. ;  same 
day  Mr.  Cahill,  fishing  Gara,  killed  seven  trout,  largest 
2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Sayers  had  his  best  day  on  Arrow, 
getting  eleven  trout,  one  over  41b.,  three  over  31b.  each, 
and  none  under  IJlb.  Same  day,  on  Arrow,  Mr. 
Onslow  had  four  trout  and  three  pike,  largest  trout 
.31b.  On  13th  Mr.  L.  Ballintine  had  his  best  day  on 
Arrow,  killing  eight  trout,  largest  a  magnificent  fish 
of  91b.,  which  was  purchased  by  Miss  Molliott  Holy- 
brook.  Mr.  Atoheson  is  having  splendid  sport, 
getting  an  average  of  four  trout  every  day.  On 
the  17th,  19th,  and  21st  Mr.  Ballintine  killed  fifteen 
trout,  two  largest  51b.  each.  As  I  am  writing 
(March  24)  there  is  the  heaviest  fall  of  snow  we  have 
had  for  several  years,  which  I  hope  will  take  the  cold 
all  away  and  leave  weather  right  for  the  Easter 
holidays. — G.  Taylob. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  river  was  in 
order  during  the  early  part  of  the  past  week, 
when  W.  Despard  succeeded  in  landing  six  fresh-run 
salmon,  of  91b.,  91b.,  8Jlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  and  lljlb. 
T.  Gilroy  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  At  time"  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  flood  and  much  discoloured 
owing  to  the  heavy  snowfall  of  the  last  two  days  here. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
is  now  in  flood,  but  is  clearing  oS,  and  will  be  in  fishing 
order  in  a  day  or  two  again.— M.  Roqan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been,  generally  speaking, 
very  backward  on  the  Kerry  rivers,  though  fair  sport 
was  had  at  times  in  the  Killarney  district.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes. — Sport  has  shown  an  improve- 
ment in  all  departments,  though  the  weather  at 
times  was  very  much  against  angling.  The  outlook 
for  the  next  few  days  is  better,  as  the  weather  is  once 
more  assuming  a  very  seasonable  aspect. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  retarded  by  very  unfavourable  weather 


at  a  time  when  the  former  was  showing  an  improve- 
ment. Only  two  salmon  have  been  taken  since  last 
report,  one  of  SJlb.  by  Meaghter  Healy,  and  one  of  the 
same  weight  by  Thomas  Sullivan.— T.  J.  D. 

Iioug'li  Melvin.— No  angling  of  any  note  was  done 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  as  the  weather  was 
very  stormy  and  unsettled.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  mountains  are  partly  covered  with  snow,  but  the 
weather  is  becoming  more  moderate,  and  some  good 
sport  is  expected  on  the  lake  during  the  coming  week 
and  Easter  holidays,  amongst  the  salmon  and  trout.— 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  above 
waters,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  best  sport 
is  had  during  the  autumn  months.  The  fish  are  not 
very  particular  as  to  flies,  but  the  latter  must  be  of 
a  very  small  size.  Brown  trout  fishing  only  is 
afforded  by  those  waters,  and  the  fish  run  small  — 
T.  J.  D. 

Mourne    (Newtownstewart,    co.    Tyrone). — 

Trout  are  rising  freely  although  the  weather  is  cold. 
With  some  more  rain  the  water  will  be  in  good  order 
for  the  opening  day.  Presently  there  will  be  176,800 
salmon  ova  in  the  Foyle  and  Bunn  Fishery  Company 
at  Newtownstewart. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— The  weather  here  for  the  last  few 
weeks  is  very  bad  and  fishing  is  at  a  standstill.  The 
hills  are  all  capped  with  snow,  and  there  is  not  much 
appearance  of  a  change  as  yet.  The  weirs  have  done 
fairly  well  up  to  this,  but  the  rods  have  done  nothing, 
not  a  fish  being  killed,  only  the  landing  of  a  few  kelts. 
— John  Devehs. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar).— 
As  to  the  fishing  on  the  lakes,  since  the  season  opened 
there  has  hardly  been  a  day  fitting  for  sport,  and 
although  some  large  trout  were  taken— trolling  bait— 
I  could  not  hear  of  any  being  landed  in  the  more 
legitimate  way  of  fiy-fishing.  There  is,  however,  very 
little  spring  angling  on  the  lakes,  the  little  that  is 
being  confined  to  the  professionals,  the  remainder 
being  generally  content  to  wait  for  the  fly-dapping 
carnival  in  May,  when  the  trout  are  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  I  confidently  anticipate  good  sport  this 
year,  and  will  be  glad  to  give  intending  tourist 
anglers  every  information  as  to  prospects,  accommoda- 
tion, boats,  etc.,  and  having  no  axe  to  grind  beyond  an 
anxious  desire  to  encourage  fishing,  they  need  have  no 
fear  of  being  "  taken  in."  The  editors  of  the  Field 
and  Fishing  Gazette  can  vouch  for  that.  I  have  had 
a  turn  around  the  rivers  and  found  them  rather  low, 
and  had  only  one  fairish  day  on  the  Dale,  a  tributary 
of  the  Boyne,  getting  fifteen  trout,  ranging  from  a 
quarter  to  one  pound  each.  The  river  is  literally  full 
of  salmon  fry,  which  is  most  encouraging.  I  frequently 
had  three  at  a  cast.  Of  course  I  returned  all  most 
carefully  to  the  river.  The  fishing  here  has  been 
ruined  by  the  drainage  nets  being  used  during  the 
cleaning  up  of  the  rivers.  Otters  are  also  very 
numerous,  and  do  a  lot  of  injury.  I  saw  some 
beautiful  and  gorgeously  apparelled  kingfishers  the 
first  day  I  was  out.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
■Veytaux  (March  22).— This  week's  report  is  one 
of  promises  unfulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  weather,  and 
also  of  the  Executive  as  to  improved  regulations,  and 
operations  to  accelerate  the  clearing  of  vegetation  ob- 
structing the  Stockalper  waterways,  foot  passages  over 
tributary  streams,  etc.  This  water  was  low  and  very 
dirty— too  disturbed  for  the  natural  rise  of  spring  flies, 
and  too  thick  even  for  minnow  spinning  most  days ; 
nevertheless  a  native  Swiss  fisherman  with  his  long 
bamboo  and  a  large  silver  Devon  extracted  a  33-lb. 
Sahno  fario  last  Thursday.  The  Vaudois  was  not 
clear  either  but  better ;  few  fish  were  rising,  but  some 
flashed  at  without  accepting  the  spun  dead  minnow. 
Old  practitioners  say-in  such  circumstances  one's  trace 
should  be  stained  green.  There  has  been  a  run  of 
nearly  calm,  bright,  sunny  days,  but  this  morning  it  is 
snowing  and  raining  heavily  here,  the  flakes  melting 
as  they  fall.  One  may  look  out  for  spates  and  order  a 
fresh  supply  of  worms  ;  flies  will  be  in  abeyance  for  a 
time. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Good  sport  was  had  last 
week  in  this  district.  On  one  day  four  amateurs, 
accompanied  by  two  professionals,  had  thirty-four  fish 
(principally  whiting  and  pollack)  in  about  two  hours, 
when  rain  and  wind  stopped  operations.  Other  good 
takes  at  different  points  were  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance. — Good  sport  is  being  had  by  pier  anglers 
off  the  north  pierhead  Newlyn  with  pollack,  by  fishing 
after  sunset  (not  during  the  day).  Some  very  fine  fish 
have  been  caught  during  the  past  week. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  perfect  for  sea  fishing, 
although  a  little  at  times  in  the  middle  of  the  day  it 
is  like  summer.  The  pollack  are  still  coming  in  and 
some  nice  ones  have  been  caught.  The  bass  seem  to 
have  dropped  off  again,  and  have  not  been  so  plentiful 
as  last  week.  I  was  noticing  some  hundreds  of  gulls 
this  morning  Just  under  my  house  feidiag  on  some- 


thing, and  on  raising  my  glass  I  noticed  that  they 
were  feeding  on  smelt.  The  blasting  operations  at 
the  Great  Western  Docks  evidently  killed  a  lot  of 
these  fish  and  the  gulls  were  having  a  beanfeast.  The 
usual  rod  fishing  is  still  carried  on  from  the  various 
piers.— WiLr.iAM  Heaedek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgfate. — Strong  winds  and  thick  water  have 
stopped  anything  like  fishing  during  the  week.  Pros- 
pects do  not  look  bright  for  the  holidays.  The  tides 
will  serve  fairly  well,  being  high  water  Good  Friday 
at  1.40.    Wind  N.E.  strong.— Gbey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — Only  very  poor  sport,  either  in  the 
bay  or  off  the  piers.  The  water  has  been  too  thick 
and  the  weather  too  cold. — H. 


Jingling  ^futures. 

March  30. 

A.  B.  S. :  Lapsed  Prize  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 
March  31  (Easter  Monday). 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 
April  1. 

Thames  Trout  Fishing  opens. 

April  7. — Central  Association:  Delegate  meeting. 
„    8. — City  of  London  Piscatorials  :  Concert. 
,,  14.- — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  Dinner. 
„  23. — Hastings    Angling    Association :  Annual 
Dinner. 


Jlssocialions 

(Special  Meetings). 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society — 

At  our  general  meeting  a  number  of  important 
alterations  to  the  rules  were  passed,  and  the  prize 
list  for  the  past  season  settled.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  holds 
the  challenge  cup  for  the  ensuing  season  ;  Mr.  C. 
L.  Scholefield  takes  the  club  cup  for  the  best  fish  of 
the  season  with  a  trout  of  61b  lOoz.  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  being  second  with  a  rudd  of  2ilb.  Each  of 
these  fish  entitles  its  captor  to  a  club  medal,  and 
medals  were  also  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  Berry  and  Mr. 
J.  Parsons  for  sea-bream  scaling  61b.  lloz.  and 
51b.  5oz.  respectively.  Among  the  general  prize 
winders  Mr.  S.  Stone  figured  most  prominently. — 

Matlock  and  Cbompoed  Angling  Association— 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  March  22. 
After  visiting  the  hatchery  the  members  expressed 
themselves  highly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  their  keeper  was  progressing  with  trout 
breeding,  as  he  has  over  fifty  thousand  fry.  The 
first  lot  of  eggs  hatched  out  are  feeding  well.  There 
is  also  a  grand  lot  of  one-year-olds  and  two-year-olds  ; 
these  latter  will  be  turned  into  the  river  about  the 
middle  of  May.  The  balance  at  the  bankers  was 
£63.  It  was  agreed  that  the  secretary  write  to  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board,  asking  them  to  alter  the 
close  time  for  trout  from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  15  until 
March  25  following.  The  ofllaers  and  committea 
were  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year. — J.  H. 

Rock  Febby  Angling  Association— 

_  An  angling  association  has  been  formed  under  the 
title  of  the  Rock  Perry  Angling  Association.  It  had 
been  talked  about  for  some  time  past,  but  has  now 
become  an  accomplished  fact.  At  the  first  general 
meeting,^  held  recently,  officers  were  duly  elected. 
As  this  is  the  first  and  only  angling  association  in 
West  Cheshire,  and  is  comprised  of  members  chiefly 
from  that  quarter,  it  is  hoped  that  all  anglers  in 
that  district  will  rally  and  support  the  movement ; 
also  that  some  good  waters  will  be  Isecured  for  the 
opening  of  the  season  in  June.  Of  course,  the  usual 
fishing  matches  and  outings  will  be  arranged.  The 
membership  roll  contains  the  names  of  about  forty 
gentlemen.  All  anglers  are  cordially  invited  to  join 
the  association.  The  headquarters  are  at  the  Fair- 
field Hotel,  Rook  Ferry,  and  the  hon.  secretary  is 
Mr.  J.  Buckley. 

Belfast  Anqlebs'  Association — 


HOLLO  WAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT  effect  wonderful 
cures  of  bad  legs  and  old  wounds.  If  these  medicines  be  used 
according  to  the  directions  which  are  wrapped  round  each  pot 
and  box,  there  is  no  wound,  bad  leg,  or  ulcerous  sore,  however 
obstinate,  but  will  yield  to  their  curative  properties.  Numbers 
of  persons  who  h%d  been  patients  in  the  large  hospitals  without 
deriving  benefit  have  been  cured  by  Holloway's  Ointment  and 
Pills,  when  other  remedies  had  sign.ally  failed.  For  glandular 
swellings,  tuirouvs,  ecurvy  and  diseases  of  the  skin  there  is  no 
medicine  that  can  bs  used  with  so  good  an  effect,  and  though 
the  cure  is  rapid,  it  is  also  completeiand  permanent. 


The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
March  21  in  the  Royal  Hotel,  Belfast,  Mr.  J.  R.  T. 
Mulholland  presiding.  The  following  were  elected  : 
Mr.  Walter  F.  Wilson,  president;  Mr.  F.  J. 
Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  ;  Mr.  John  Lowenthal,  hon. 
treasurer ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J.  R.  T.  Mulhol- 
land, E.  O'Rorke  Dickey,  Squire  Kell,  and  R.  A. 
Kyle.  Mr.  Kennedy's  annual  report,  dealing  with 
local  angling  matters,  Ballynahinch  iLakes,  etc., 
was  satisfactory  in  every  way.  Attention  was  drawn 
to  police  co-operation  in  the  prevention  of  poaching 
and  the  poisoning  of  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 
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FOR  TROUT  AND   GRAYLING  FISHERS 

"OUR"  TYNESIDE  FLY  ROD,  7/6. 

Handsomely  finished,  all  greenheart,  in  three  joints,  balanced  handle,  9  ft.  or 
10  ft.  long,  in  partition  bag  complete,     11  ft.,  8/6.     12  ft.,  9/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SALMON  RODS, 

16  ft.,  17/6,  25/6,  and  35/-;  18  ft.,  35/-  and  50/-. 
SeSi  Rods,  Pike  Rods,  Bottom.  Rods. 
BALANCED  HANDLE  ROACH  RODS,  8/6. 

North  Country  Trout  &  Grayling:  Flies, 

BEAUTIFULLY  TIED,   GRAND  KILIEIiS. 

Special  range— Locli,   Sea  Trout,  Grilse    and  Salmon. 

WADING  STOCKINGS  &  TROUSERS, 

Sx>o^vi.es,  Slioes  Clogs. 

See  our  "  Angler's  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  and  lUustrated  Catalogue,  post  free,  3d. 

MURTON'S/^'  "'S,'"^" '  NEWCASTLE-OW-TYNE. 

ANGLO-NORWEGIAN 

FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 


WALBRAN'S 


"WORLD 
FAMED" 


FLIES. 


Yorkshire  Hackle  Flies ,  on  drawn  gut  or  eyed  hooks  1  /9  doz, 
Halford's  Floating  Flies,  „      „      2/0  „ 

Sea  Trout  Flies,  on  selected  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  2/0  and  2/6 

Salmon  Flies.    Price  according  to  materials. 


FLIES  DRESSED  FOR  ANY  WATERS  IN   THE  WORLD. 

Customers'  own  patterns  copied  accurately. 

Theakstone's  „  „  „ 

Jackson's 

Ronald's 

Pritt's 


NEW    ILLUSTRATE!)    CATALOGUE  GRATIS 
AND   POST  FREE. 


PRESIDENT. 

Col.  W.  BEOSIXEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  MP. 


Sir  J.  Heathoote  Aiiiory,  Bart. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Baihvard. 
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MORRISS'  Pat 

Invisible  Fly  Hooks. 


FLIES  ROOKS 

From  Photographs 


SALMON  FLIES 

»ith  this  Invisible 
Hook  are  perfection. 

Unique,  Perfect 
Invisible  Hooks. 

Nearest  approach  to 
EYEC  natural  Flv  as 
yet  invented.  Sdoz. 
assorted  patterns 
-sent  on  approval  on 

receipt  of  6/- 
Hooks,  5/-  per  100. 

TheEclipse  Spinner 

Upwards  of  S.OOO 
now  iu  use.  Testi- 
monials from  all 
parts  of  the  World. 
Trout,  1/6,  Pike,  2/- 
Either  of  tiiese  pa- 
tents can  be  had  of 
Mcssi's.  C.  Farlow  in 
the  Strand,  or  sam- 
ples direct  from  the 
Inventor : 

ALFRED 
MORRISS, 

FISHING  ROD  and 
TACKLE  Hanufr., 

MARSTON  WORKS, 
Redditeh,  Eng. 

Heme  and  Exporc 
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One  7ias  to  take  imich  trouble  to  have  a  little  pleasure. 

— Madame  du  Deffand. 


Six  hundred  anglers  were  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
Sunday,  but  lesathan  thirty  fish  were  caught. 

Fishes  to  right  of  them,  fishes  to  left  of  them. 

Pondered  and  wondered. 
"  Six  might  a  record  make,  ten  have  a  decent  take, 
But  there's  no  blessed  chance  for  this  six  hundred." 
But  'twas  a  great  affair,  lots  of  good  boys  were  there, 

[No  one  had  blundered] 
Fine  weather,  lots  of  fun  ; 
Though  no  great  prize  was  won, 
Much  attempted,  something  done. 

Noble  six  hundred. 

***** 
There  will  be  another  competition  at  the  same  place 
on  Sunday,  March  30.  I  hope  six  hundred  will  again 
attend,  and  I  wish  thom  better  luck  and  trust  the  prizes 
will  all  be  carried  away  this  time.  Under  any  circum- 
stances, congratulations  to  Mr.  Sam  Malby,  the  hon. 
secretary,  over  his  success  in  adding  to  the  funds  of  a 
noble  institution. 


Notwithstanding  the  complete  solution  of  the 
Shakespeare-Bacon  controversy,  which  was  given  to 
the  world  a  week  or  two  back  in  these  columns,  the 
question  still  seems  to  be  hotly  debated  in  some  house- 
holds. A  contemporary  records  the  following  conver- 
sation between  husband  and  wife,  who  were  discussing 
the  matter  with  perhaps  unnecessary  warmth.  "  When 
I  get  to  heaven,"  said  the  lady,  "I  shall  ask  Shake- 
speare who  really  did  write  those  plays,  and  then  I 
shall  know  for  certain."  "But,"  suggested  her  spouse, 
"  perhaps  he  won't  be  there."  "Well,  in  that  case," 
was  the  reply,  "  you  must  ask  him." 


"  Where  shall  I  spend  my  Easter  holidays  ?  "  is  a 
question  the  answer  to  which  must  be  left  to  those 
who  have  holidays.  There  was  once  a  notice  placarded 
in  a  large  warehouse  at  a  time  when  trade  was  very 
brisk  and  overtime  being  worked,  as  follows  : — "  In 
consequence  of  the  holidays  there  will  be  no  holidays." 
The  busiest  spots  in  the  metropolis  this  week  are  the 
railway  stations.  The  House  is  "  up  "  (the  roads  have 
been  "up"  for  a  long  time),  the  Law  Courts  have 
liberated  judges  and  barristers  for  a  brief  but  well- 
earned  holiday.  Anglers  for  salmon  and  trout  can  go 
to  Scotland  or  Ireland,  to  say  nothing  of  England  and 
Wales.  The  Continent  bids  fair  to  become  well 
patronised  by  the  "upper  ten."  'Arriet  and  'Arry 
will  patronise  Blackheath,  'Appy  'Ampstead,  and  the 
various  commons. 

***** 

The  Great  Eastern  and  South  Eastern  Railways 
offer  special  facilities  for  visiting  the  various  places  of 
interest  on  their  respective  routes.  Athletic  sports 
will  be  in  full  swing  all  over  the  country,  and,  given 
fine  weather,  the  first  holiday  of  the  Coronation  year 
will  come  as  a  boon  and  a  blessing  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  toil-worn  workers.  As  to  the  weather,  a 
"  forecast  "  (not  a  long  cast)  was  given  on  page  210  of 
March  22.  The  Crystal  Palace,  Royal  Aquarium,  and 
several  other  holiday  resorts  are  comparatively  inde- 
pendent of  the  weather.  Should  any  club  wish  for  a 
good  spot  to  carry  out  their  handicaps,  long  jumps, 
three-legged  races,  egg-and-spoon  races,  etc.,  they 
might  do  worse  than  visit  the  "  Old  King  of  Prussia," 
Wycombe  Marsh,  Bucks.  Proprietor,  W.  A.  Shury. 
***** 

The  reason  for  giving  name  and  address  is  that 
Wycombe  Marsh  is  the  place  to  spend  a  happy  day, 
motorists  and  cyclists  are  specially  catered  for,  and 
you  can  dine  for  2s.  6d.,  3s.  Gd.,  4s.  Gd,,  and  (with 
game)  7s.  Gd.  But  when  you  come  to  games  (or 
sports),  free— no  charge  for  the  following  :  "  ping-pong, 
bagatelle,  cards,  dominoes,  tiddlewink,  and  push- 
halfpenny."  There  is  a  large  marquee  on  the  lawn, 
and  "fishing,  shooting,  punting,  etc.,"  is  a  "hextra." 


Mb.  J.  E.  Miller  says :— The  old  school  of 
Yorkshire  anglers  generally  made  Good  Friday  the 
opening  day  of  the  trout  fishing  season.  One  well 
known  Wensleydale  Piscator,  Mr.  A.,  always  "threw 
off  "  on  that  day.  He  was  the  principal  bass  of  the 
village  choir,  and  Miss  B.  used  every  endeavour  to 
secure  his  services  for  that  day,  but  to  no  purpose- 
fishing  he  would  go.  As  a  last  resource.  Miss  B.,  on 
the  day  preceding  Good  Friday,  sent  a  monster  codfish 
with  her  compliments.  On  his  return  from  daily 
labour  it  was  exhibited  to  Piscator  by  the  wife  of  his 
-bosom,  who  said,  "Now,  John,  you  must  go  to  church 
to-naorrow,  instead  of  going  fishing."  The  old  angler 
replied,  "I'll  have  neean  o' ye  cod,  I'm  for  trout" — 
and  trout  fishing  he  went.  Miss  B,  never  tried  bribery 
again  after  that. 


The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  keeps  well  to  the 
front.  The  society  held  a  charming  social  reunion 
the  other  evening  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  East-street, 
Brighton,  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth  presiding  over  a  large 
attendance  of  members  and  visitors,  the  latter  including 
a  number  of  ladies.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  of  Henley, 
read  an  excellent  paper  on  "  Paternostering  for  Pike 
and  Spinning  for  Trout."  Mr.  Hobbs  dealt  with  his 
subject  in  an  interesting  manner,  illustrating  it  with 
a  quantity  of  tackle,  and  also  by  means  of  blackboard 
sketches.  An  excellent  musical  programme  aided  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 


I  DBEAMED  last  night  that  I  was  spinning  a  small 
Devon  minnow  on  light  tackle,  and  hooked  a  large 
pike  which  rushed  off  at  a  groat  pace  and  ran  nearly 
the  whole  of  my  line  out  before  I  could  stop  it.  On 
bringing  it  near  to  the  bank  it  jumped  out  of  the 
water  and  shook  its  jaws  to  free  the  hooks  with  such 
a  snap  that  it  sounded  like  the  discharge  of  a  pistol. 
I  immediately  slacked  off  the  line,  and  again  brought 
him  to  the  bank,  and  estimated  him  at  301b.  in  weight 
and  about  four  feet  in  length,  and  methcught  "  What 
a  beauty  for  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  to  set  up !  " 
When  I  awoke,  alas  !  "  'twas  but  a  dream  !  " 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
who  is  a  great  lover  of  our  friends  in  fur  and  feather, 
writes : — 

The  Birds. 

Oh  happy  birds  I  that  glad  the  Spring 
With  liquid  song  and  flashing  wing. 
That  melt  ecstatic  in  the  blue. 
And  brush  with  tuneful  breasts  the  dew. 
Earth  were  not  half  so  bright  or  fair 
Without  these  minstrels  of  the  air. 

They  fly  with  summer  in  their  souls 
Far  toward  the  ever-frozen  poles ; 
Before  them  melts  the  winter's  snow 
And  verdure  springs  where'er  they  go. 
When  Robin's  clear,  sweet  flute  we  hoar, 
Oh!  then  we  know  that  Spring  is  near. 
When  rosy  Morning  walks  the  sky, 
And  mists  along  the  meadows  lie, 
The  feathered  choir  with  rapture  wakes. 
And  greets  the  new  day  ere  it  breaks. 
From  hill  and  dale  the  sweet  pipes  blow. 
And  longer  piped  the  sweeter  grow. 

When  evening  folds  around  the  day 
Her  starry  mantle,  soft  and  grey, 
The  birds  in  coverts  dusky,  deep. 
Do  softly  sing  the  world  to  sleep. 
Such  lullabies  were  never  heard 
As  twilight  hymning  of  a  bird. 

Oh  I  whosoever  has  a  heart 

And  soul  of  love,  where'er  thou  art, 

Include  within  thy  gracious  care 

The  little  children  of  the  air. 

For  a  world  of  joy  had  fled 

If  all  the  happy  birds  were  dead ! 


"  Oh,  my  little  man,"  said  the  well  meaning  and 
philanthropic  old  gentleman  to  the  Fleet-street  arab 
who  had  just  had  the  narrowest  of  narrow  escapes 
from  being  knocked  down  by  a  swiftly  travelling 
hansom,  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.  Let  this 
be  a  warning  to  you.  Where  would  you  have  been,  for 
instance,  if  that  cab  had  run  over  you?  "  "  Up  be'ind, 
guv'nor,  a-tiking  of  his  number,"  was  the  pert  and 
totally  unexpected  reply. 


Si;vERAL  correspondents  have  asked  me  what  likeli- 
hood there  would  be  at  Easter  for  some  of  the 
"  whopping  "  trout  at  Mildenhall  and  Barton  Mills. 
This  is  what  William  Hewlett,  general  secretary  of 
the  Lark  Angling  Society,  says  in  the  Sportintj  Times : 
"I  hops  the  many  readers  of  the  popular  and  well- 
circulated  Pink  '  I'll  will  understand  what  I  have 
always  told  them — namely,  the  Lark  is  not  a  trout 
stream  proper.  There  are  lots  of  nice  deep  pools, 
good  holdings  for  trout ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  very  worst  of  any  Devonshire  stream.  There 
are  a  nice  lot  of  fish  in  its  waters,  and  the  society  do 
the  best  they  can  each  year  to  increase  and  improve 
the  stock.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sajing  it  holds 
some  of  the  finest  dace,  roach,  and  perch  you  can  find 
in  any  other  stream  in  the  kingdom." 


There  had  been  an  annual  dinner  in  connection 
with  a  Welsh  Amateur  angling  association,  and 

"Mr.  ■,  in  proposing  the  '  Anglikg  Associa- 
tion,' referred  to  the  facination  of  angling,  in  which 
one  could  forget  the  arrival  of  portentious  documents 
— even  County  Court  summonses — if  they  went 
fishing  in  earnest."  [Not  such  "amateurs "  after 
all!] 


"  More  in  sorrow  than  in  anger  " — The  letter  R. 


"  Glad  to  Answer,  but  not  without  a  stamp  "  writes 
from  the  West  of  England  :— "  I  see  in  your  pages 
many  gentlemen  complain  they  have  written  So  and 
So,  and  no  answer.  I  quite  understand  and  believe  it 
IS  a  case  of  '  Serve  them  right ! '  I  know  many  country 
fishmg-tackle  makers,  and  the  great  complaint  is  that 
'  gentlemen  '  are  continually  writing  for  information 
and  asking  questions,  and  expect  it  all  done  free  of 
expense,  not  even  enclosing  a  stamp  for  reply  !  " 


First  Tramp  :  "  Did  he  git  anyt'ing  in  dat  house  ?  " 
Second  Tramp:  "  Naw !  Dey  wuz  dat  sort  o'  folks 
dat  believes  dat  charity  begins  in  de  wood-shed." 


Mr.  E.  Scruby,  of  Minster,  Thanct,  starts  a  curious 
theory  about  one  of  our  prevailing  epidemics.  Ha 
writes  : — "  Some  readers  would  like  to  know  what  has 
become  of  those  promising  young  salmon  that  were 
consig-ned  to  the  mercy  of  Father  Thames  some  time 
ago,  and  whether  there  may  not  be  some  connection 
between  their  disappearance  and  the  appearance  of 
influenza  amongst  our  members  of  Parliament,  and 
whether  the  present  highly  contaminated  condition 
of  the  river  is  not  responsible  for  both.  There  cannot 
be  much  doubt  that  sewage  farms  in  the  country — 
now  everywhere— are,  like  Father  Thames,  doing  their 
best  to  spread  the  epidemic." 

***** 

At  first  I  could  no  more  see  a  connection  between 
the  salmon  and  the  influenza  than  between  Goodwin 
Sands  and  Tenterden  Steeple,  but  I  think  I  grasp  the 
idea  that  Mr.  Scruby  thinks  the  condition  of  the  river 
has  killed  the  fish  and  given  our  M.P.'s  the  "  flu." 
Very  likely  !  Can  Mr.  Scruby  suggest  a  remedy  ?  The 
London  County  Council  will,  I  am  sure,  gladly  adopt 
any  practical  scheme  for  Thames  purification,  for, 
though  complaints  are  many,  really  useful  suggestions 
are  few. 


An  adventurous  career  has  been  led  by  James  B. 
Connolly,  the  writer  of  sea  stories,  who  will  begin  a  new 
series  about  Gloucester,  North  Sea  and  Baltic  fisher- 
men in  the  April  "  Scribner's."  Mr.  Connolly  is  him- 
self the  son  of  a  New  England  skipper,  has  sailed  with 
fishermen  from  boyhood,  could  get  a  job  at  any  time 
on  a  Gloucester  boat,  spent  a  year  at  Harvard,  went  to 
the  Olympian  Games  and  took  a  prize,  served  in  the 
Spanish-American  War,  and  made  a  reputation  as  a 
writer  of  short  stories  at  a  single  bound  when  "  A 
Chase  Over  Night  "  was  published  a  year  ago. 

Evening  in  March. 
Far-lying  leas  where  grows  the  wild  night  wind. 
Dun,  sodden  earth  beneath  a  starless  sky. 
Chill  gusts  of  rain  that  drown  relentlessly 
The  few  dim  lights  along  the  distant  town; 
And  then  the  sunless,  dreary  day  goes  down. 
And  oh,  the  long  night  waste  that  lies  behind  I 

—  Scribner's. 


"  In  Winchester,"  says  Pearson's  Weekly,  "  it  is  quite 
a  common  thing  to  see  men  fishing  through  the  street 
gratings.  Under  the  High  Street  there  flow  several 
streams  which  ultimately  discharge  into  the  River 
Itchen,  a  noted  trout  stream ;  these  streams  receive 
the  storm  and  surface  water  from  the  street  by  means 
of  the  ordinary  street  grating,  the  line  is  dropped 
through  and  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  stick  small 
enough  to  go  through  the  grate.  When  the  fish  is 
hooked  the  line  and  stick  are  dropped  through  the 
grating  and  the  fisherman  rushes  to  the  point  where 
the  stream  emerges  from  under  the  street  and  is 
there  able  to  recover  his  line  and  land  his  fish." 


The  Mick  is  not  given  to  pun-making,  and  we 
believe  he  is  quite  unconscious  of  the  following  ;  The 
other  evening  he  noticed  what  appeared  to  be  a  hole 
in  a  friend's  coat,  and  putting  his  finger  on  the  spot, 
he  remarked,  "  You've  torn  your  coat !  "  "  Oh,"  said 
his  companion,  "it's  only  the  seam  that  has  come 
undone."    "  Um  !  "  replied  the  Mick,  "  Sew  it  seams." 


A  VILLAGE  angler  was  handicapped  with  such  an  un- 
sympathetic better  half  that  to  obtain  that  solace  and 
comfort  denied  him  at  home  he  had  to  resort  to  the 
village  ale-house,  when,  in  her  opinion,  he  should  have 
been  at  home,  and  this  "incompatibility  of  temper  " 
making  his  absence  from  home  more  prolonged  as  time 
wore  on,  she  induced  a  neighbour  to  disguise  himself 
as  the  Prince  of  Darkness  and  waylay  her  husband 
on  a  very  dark  night  as  he  was  plodding  home.  The 
schemers,  however,  reckoned  without  their  host,  for 
the  husband,  having  had  a  capital  day's  sport  and  a 
most  unusually  merry  evening  afterwards,  was  at 
peace  with  all  the  world,  and  on  meeting  with  the 
apparition,  instead  of  being  scared,  very  promptly 
made  friends  with  the  visitor  from  the  lower  world, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  invite  him  to  accompany 
him  to  his  residence  to  be  introduced  to  his  wife, 
whom  the  husband  explained  must  be  very  nearly 
related  to  his  companion.  DEiGNET. 
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Pfoviiieial  flflglifig  |iotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening  (March  20)  last. 
Mr.  T.  Goles  presided,  and  the  meeting  was  well 
attended.     Business  in  connection  with  the  seceding 
from  _  the  P.  A.  A.  was    again    brought  forward, 
and  it   was   again  unanimously  decided  to  follow 
out    the    resolution  passed  at  the  past  general 
meetings.     Messrs.  J.  Rabone  and  W.  Bagley  were 
nominated  to  act  as  secretary,   when,   upon  the 
vote    being    taken,    Mr.    J.   Rabone   was  elected 
by  a  large   majority.     All    communications  will 
in  future  have  to  be  made  to  the  latter  gentleman  at 
36,  Paddington-street,  Birmingham.    Messrs.  White, 
Jolly,   and  Bagley  were  elected  to  serve  on  the 
emergency  committee,  who  will  meet  at  an  early  date 
to  arrange  with  the  railway  companies  as  to  travelling 
at  the  reduced  rates,  and  make  arrangements  for 
the  association's  annual  excursion,  etc.    I  have  been 
informed  by  the  authorities  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  that  they  have  a  charge  against 
one  of  the  Sparkbrook  members  for  riding  from  Wilm- 
cote  to  Stratford-on-Avon  without  taking  an  excess 
railway  ticket.    This  will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand  by 
the  P.A.A.,  or  the  railway  company  will  have  to  hand 
the  matter  over  to  the  Birmingham  Association,  who 
are  the  proper  body  to  deal  with  the  matter.  The 
Exchange  Club  are  making  a  number  of  new  members 
during  the  past  month.   The  weather  is  bad,  and  trout 
fishing  will  be  at  a  discount. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  trout-fishing  season  on  the  Lincolnshire  streams 
cannot  be  said  to  have  yet  commenced.  The  weather 
up  to  the  present,  has  been  opposed  to  successful 
sport.  Exceptionally  cold  winds  and  extremely  sharp 
night  frosts  are  temporarily  delaying  the  opening  of 
the  season.  In  other  respects  the  prospects  are  fairly 
encouraging.  The  streams  are  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, but  a  violent  rainstorm  set  in  on  Monday,  and 
this  may  change  the  character  of  the  waters.  With  a 
warmer  atmosphere  anglers  would  get  to  work  at  once, 
but  the  few  who  have  yet  visited  the  streams  report 
that  the  fish  are  so  dormant  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  hook  on&.  Unless  more  genial  weather 
prevails  Easter  angling,  it  is  feared,  will  not  be  very 
encouraging. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  a  few  nice-conditioned  trout 
have  been  secured  in  various  parts  of  the  river 
Hull    and    Driffield    Canal,  and    the  waters  are 
in  first-class  condition  either  for  fly,  minnow  or 
worm  fishing,  and  especially  the  tidal  waters  below 
Ilempholme.    Mr.  P.  Bell,  a  member  of  the  Globe 
Angling  Association,  secured  a  nice  trout  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wilfholme  that  scaled  lib.  lOoz. ;  and 
others  have  been  taken  scaling  from  fib.  to  lib. 
each  in  the   tidal  waters.     Several  local  societies 
will  decide  matches  during  Easter  in  the  lower 
waters  between  Hull  Bridge  and  Wawne,  and  as 
the  waters  are  in   nice  condition  and  flounders 
well  on    the  run,   fair    sport    should    he  antici- 
pated;  but  the  weather  this  week,  so  far,  has  been 
very  squally.  The  Star  Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry 
lish  their  first  match  on  Minto  Platts ;   the  Sand- 
nngham  Angling  Society  at  Weelferry ;    and  the 
Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society  at  Hull 
Bridge  ;  whilst  on  Saturday,  April  5,  the  Abercrombie 
and  Tigress  Angling  Clubs  fish  at  Weelferry,  and 
Messrs.    Holmes    &   Son's    Angling    Society  hold 
an    open    match    for    £17    worth    of    prizes  on 
the   same  day  at  Dunswell.    Several  of  our  local 
clubs  also  hold  matches  on  the  Holderness  Drains 
both  at    Hedon    and   Patrington,    and    as  these 
drains  are  very  prolific  with  flounders  and  eels,  their 
chances  of  sport  are  very  promising  for  Easter  week 
should  the  weather  prove  anything  like  favourable, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helens  Ang'ers  are  noted  for  a  general 
meeting  on  April  3  at  headquarters.  Amongst  other 
business  is  an  item— election  of  new  secretary.  This 
IS  an  unwelcome  part  of  the  proceedings,  for  evidently 

t.P°?.'l^'"'  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Ball,  finds  that  age  and 
lU  health  prevent  him  retaining  office.  The  Wyre  is 
about  in  the  same  condition  as  during  the  past  fort- 
night. Water  in  fair  order,  few  flies,  few  rods,  and 
the  weather  boisterous.  Much  about  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  Ribble  and  Lune,  for  both  do  not  appear 
to  have  had  much  patronage.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  is  a  decided  check  to  the  enthusiasm  for  Easter 
which  recent  genial  weather  created.  The  cold  snap 
has  put  a  damper  on  demands  for  tackle,  and  retailers 
ot  the  same  are,  m  consequence,  sufiering.  Once  more 
our  local  rods,  in  doubt  as  to  where  to  go  at  Easter 
are  '^ninded  of  the  good  fly  fishing  for  trout  which 
18  to  be  had  at  Windermere  during  March  and  April. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  arrival  in  this  city  of  the  "  Fishmongers " 
notice  relating  to  the  close  season  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  have  sent  one  to 
the  Markets'  Committee  and  the  inspectors  responsible 
for  pure  and  wholesome  food.  The  unwelcome  change 
m  the  weather  at  the  early  part  of  the  week  put  quite 
a  damper  on  arrangements  for  the  coming  holidays, 
and  unless  it  again  reverts  to  warmer  weather  more 
will  be  footballing  than  fishing.  Rumour  is  busy  with 
a  big  fishing  scheme  to  be  promoted  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers  in  this  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no 
rival  attraction  will  adopt  a  policy  of  attempting  to 
injure  the:object,  but  such  policy  has  been  to  the  front 
about  here  for  years.  The  last  social  of  the  Buckland 
Anglers  was  a  remarkable  event  and  likely  to  be 
remembered.  Water  committees  are  not  sorry  that 
their  labours  are  over  for  a  time,  and  that  fishing  takes 
the  place  of  transferring  fish. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishing  generally  begins  in  our  district  on  Good 
Friday,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  tributary 
streams  were  running  in  splendid  condition  for  the 
employment  of  the  usual  round  of  bottom  baits 
Parts  of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet  will  be  available, 
and  on  both  fish  are  reported  to  be  numerous 
On  Monday  the  City  Wellington  Angling  Society 
placed  a  further  consignment  of  trout  in  their  waters 
on  the  Trent,  at  Shardlow.  The  fish,  yearlings 
and  two-year-olds,  numbered,  I  understand,  two 
thousand,  and  they  were  described  as  a  most  healthy 
and  frisky  lot.  I  sincerely  hope  they  will  thrive  and 
afford  good  sport  in  seasons  to  come.  The  question  of 
allowing  trouting  at  Shardlow  in  the  near  future  is 
likely  to  be  decided  at  the  next  committee  meeting  of 
the  Wellington  Society.  The  preserves  must  hold  some 
leviathans,  for  several  seasons  back  many  Loch  Levens 
up  to  41b.  each  were  turned  into  them.  A  few  fully 
this  weight  were  caught  by  members  during  last  season 
whilst  reaching  and  chubbing,  and  were  put  back. 
Many  eels  have  ascended  the  river,  and  just  now  shoals 
of  dace  are  on  the  "  scours  "  rubbing  and  otherwise 
cleansing  themselves  after  spawning. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  coarse  fishers  had  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
closing  days  of  the  season,  especially  roach  anglers. 
Most  attention  was  given  to  the  Derwent,  and  some 
fine  catches  of  roach  and  chub  were  made.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  disappointing  generally."  Only  a  few 
local  fishermen  wetted  their  lines  for  trout.  On  the 
whole  indifierent  sport  has  been  experienced  since 
the  season  opened.  The  weather  has  been  so 
changeable,  and  the  streams  not  in  the  best 
of  form.  Those  who  got  as  far  as  the  Swale  did  the 
best.  The  fish  taken  were  mostly  well  fed  and  in  nice 
condition.  Stocking  operations  on  a  large  scale  have 
taken  place  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  very  liberal 
distributions  having  been  made.  Naturally  the  trout 
angler,  who  has  so  largely  contributed  to  the  funds  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  thinks  it  about  time  that 
further  consideration  were  extended  to  him  by  that 
body.  Last  year  the  Board's  receipts  from  the  trout 
rod  licences  were,  in  round  numbers,  £600,  and  they 
responded  with  only  £65  worth  of  yearling  trout 
whilst  the  trout  fisherman  has  £1486  standing  to  his 
credit  in  the  Board's  accounts.  It  is  noticeable  that 
last  year's  receipts  from  the  trout- rod  licences  on  the 
Esk  were  £44  18s.  6d.,  and  yet  the  Esk  Fishery  Board 
responded  with  £50  worth  of  fish. 


Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft ;  at  1.30  p.m.  to 
Ipswich  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1..30  and  4.5  p.m. 
to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on-Naze  • 
and  at  7.15  p.m.  to  Felixstowe  ;  the  express  supper- 
car  train  at  12.3  midnight  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester 
and  Clacton  will  run  on  this  date  instead  of  on  Saturl 
day  March  29.    On  GoodPriday,  with  certain  modi- 
fications and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same 
as  on  Sundays.     Special  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  at  5.8  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and  at  8  65  to 
larmouth  and  Lowestoft  vid  Ipswich,  both  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations;   special  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  connec- 
tion with  trains  from  and  to  London.    On  Saturday, 
March  29,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained 
at  business  until  late  in  the  evening,  special  midni-^ht 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Norwich 
virl  Cambridge   and  at  12.25  for  Clacton,  Ipswich 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  vid  Colchester,  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets 
are  issued  daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London 
and  suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chineford 
Loughton  etc.).    There  will  be  special  day  excursions 
on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday 
to   Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  etc.-  on 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  to  Broxbourne  and 
Rye  House ;   and  on   Easter  Monday  to  Clacton 
Walton,  Devercourt,  and  Harwich;  also  on  Easter 
Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to 
Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  and  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town  only,  for  one,  three,  or  six  days  to 
Yarmouth  and  Cromer.     Several  of  the  usual 'up 
expresses  (including  the  7  a.m.  and  1.17  pm  from 
Cromer)  will  not  run  on  Easter  Monday,  but  will  run 
instead  on  Tuesday,  April  1,  on  which  day  restaurant 
cars  will  run  on  the  7  a.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7  40 
from  Clacton.    Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  every 
week-day  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on  the  trains 
leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and 
Cromer  ;  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the  up  trains 
leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  at  8.46  am  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  on  the  1  .30 
p.m.  express  from  Liverpool-street  to  Norwich  and 
Cromer. 


EASTER    HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS 
1902. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The   Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Thursday 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  to 
the  Bast  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts 
(Aldeburgh,   Burnham-on-Crouch,   Clacton,  Cromer 
Dovercourt,     Felixstowe,     Harwich,  Hunstanton' 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Southwold, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Yarmouth),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and  suburban 
stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on 
Thursday,  March  27,  from  London  (Liverpool-street 
and  suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations, 
also    to    Norwich,    Cambridge,    Wisbech,  Lynn^ 
Fakenham,  and  other  of  the  principal  stations  in  the 
Eastern  Counties,  and  by  the   Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries) 
Chesterfield,   Doncaster,   York,   Leeds,  Manchester' 
Scarborough,  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  etc.    Tickets  (excursion,  ordinary, 
etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
Station,  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  Rendezvous 
2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square,  S.W.,  and  at  the 
Company's  various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking 
offices.     On  Thm-sday,  March  27,  in  addition  to 
relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.30  a.m.,  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.  to 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 
Special  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Paris  via  Folke- 
stone and  Boulogne,  on  Thursday,  March  27  and 
Saturday,   March   29,  leaving  Victoria  2.40  'p  m 
Holborn  2.35  p.m.,  and  St.  Paul's  2.37  p.m  -  also 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street,  vid  Dover  and 
Calais,  at  9.0  a.m.  on  March  27,  and  9.0  p  m  on 
March  26,  27,  28,  and  29.  Returning  on  Bank  Holida? 
from  Paris  at  3.25  p.m.  vid  Boulogne,  or  at  9  p  m  any 
day  within  fourteen  days  vid  Calais.    A  Cheap  Excur 
sion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria  at  2.40  p  m  and 
Holborn  at  2.35  p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  29  Return 
ing  at  7.25  p.m   on  Bank  Holiday.    Cheap  Return 
Tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  at  Victoria  and 
Holborn  on    March  27,  and  at  Charing  Cross  on 
March  28,  available  until  April  2,  and  by  certain 
services    only.     On   Bank   Holiday    Special  Day 
Excursions  will  be  run  to   Boulogne   and  Calais 
from  Charing  Cross.    Cheap  six-day  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Calais  on  March  27  and  28.    Cheap  tickets 
to  Brussels  via  Calais  and  Ostend  will  be  issued  from 
March  26  to  31  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days 
Special  cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Amsterdam' 
The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns  vid  Queenborough 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  March  ^^6  to  31 
inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9"25  a  m 
Cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Ostend  will'ba 
issued  from  March  26  to  31.    During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  Services  will  run  as  usual  with  the  excen 
tion  of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  Service,  which  will  not 
run  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  on  (lood 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday.    A  special  Express  Train 
^rst,  second,  and  third  class)  will  leave  Victoria  for 
Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme  HiU  on 
March  2i,m  connection  with  the  Calais  and  Ostend 
Night  Steamers      The  home  arrangements  are  as 
follows  :  Cheap  Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells 
St.    Leonards,    Hastings,    Canterbury,  Whitstable! 
Heme  Bay,  Birchmgton,  Westgate,  -Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer  Dover 
Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New 
Romney    (Littlestone-on-Sea)   will    be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  March  27,  28,  and  29,  available  to  return  on 
Tuesday,  April  1.    Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good 
i  riday  and  Easter  Monday  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Ashford,   Canterbury,   Deal,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Gravesend,  Hastings,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay 
Birchmgton,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate  Hytho 
Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.    On  Bank' Holiday 
a  special  cheap  Day  Excursion  will  be  run  to  Alder 
shot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  6.50  a.m.  and  9  f 4  a  m 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to  the  Crvstai 
Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday.    Return  fare 
including  admission,  Is.  6d.,  third  class.    Full  par' 
ticulars  of  the  excursions,  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services  etc  are 
given  in  the  Special  Holiday  Programme  and  bills 
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AJg^OLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vj'rnwj',  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


PORTH  HOTEL,  "^"SSIS'" 

Two-and-a-half  miles  reserved  for  visitors,  Free  ;  two  miles  by  arrangement ;  all 
preserved  and  continuous  on  river  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of 
Wines  and  Spirits.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Fishing  during  Easter.  To  save 
disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats. 

"WILIJAM  J.  CAMEKON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachau." 


SALMON  FISHING 
ON  LOCH  NESS. 


Parties  staying  at 
THE  LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL, 
Fort  Augustus, 

Have  the  privilege  of  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness. 

MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 


Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Plies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness  shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

lliekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4«.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    TariS  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  &d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Grood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
V^elsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish. 

Pike,  18  inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Rudd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

rack  Fishing    „  2/6 

Closed    during   the   Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Oae  of  the  most  cbarming  spots  In  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and    Pepch    Fishing  on 
own  private  lake  of  upwards  of 
100  Acres. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  number 
of  Fish  this  water  will  remain  ooen 
for  Pike  Fishing  until  March  31. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES, 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Terms  until  March  31,  1902, 
for  Board,  Residence,  and  Attendance, 
£2  2s.  per  week. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Golf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
unci  Baths. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

BorJer  Esk  and  Liddle  Quarters; 
ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 


Wji.  Douglas,  Proprietui'. 


UANGHOLM. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 
N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR.  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beaiitifull,\  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuduiUin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  Ma.v,  .June,  and  .Tuly,  on  one  of 
the  Iiest  Loehs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  tlie  river  Sligaehan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "Sharp,  Sligichan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruaelian, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  fioni  Ohan  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  A«e.  F'ree  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  lish 
the  river  Nant  (tive  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Statfa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  coiniei  tion  witli  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel 

I).  M.ACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING  IN  RIVER  &  LOCH. 

Salmon,  Sea=Trout,    Trout,  Pike 
and  Perch. 


Board  -  Residence, 

Cartrefle,  Lochmaben,  N.B. 
Visitors  in  Miss  Rdthebfued's  establish- 
ment have  the  privilege  of  fishing  five 
miles  of  the  Annan. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 


FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  I^ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  BEIfLJPlT'ON-THAJaES. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Cabnabvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberteldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  eatablished  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
I'hree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiai  di ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarteis  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Kufus). 

SI3IONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 

TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  ;river  Barle,  free  to  visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alteration.s.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  JIoylk,  Proprietor. 


Excellent  Trout  Fishing, 

RIVER  DON. 

Three  miles  one  side  and  IS  miles  the 
other. 

For  month  of  May— best  psiiing  monlli. 
RENT  £50.  HOTEL  ACCOMMODATION. 


Convenient  Trout  Fishing-, 

R I  YE  Ft  BaRKT. 

2J  miles.     1st  April  to  15th  May. 

RENT  £25. 


Apply,  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth. 


Just  Pnhli.ilied. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Peice     -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 

Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
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THE  MOURXE,  CO.  TYRONE. 


Anglers  visiting  the  Mourne,  which  opens  for 
trout  fishing  on  Easter  Tuesday,  will  find  further 
changes  there.  There  is  now  comparatively  little  free 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  favourite  station 
Newtownstewart,  as  the  owners  of  the  Ahercorn  Arms, 
Maturin-Baird  Arms,  and  the  Castle  hotels  have 
secured  the  angling  rights  from  the  private  owners  on 
about  fiiteen  miles  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  waters 
of  the  Mourne,  Strule,  and  Glenelly.  The  hotel  owners 
intend  issuing  weekly,  monthly,  and  season  tickets  for 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  at  5s.,  15s.  and  £3  respectively, 
whilst  the  cost  of  a  season  trouting  ticket  is  fixed  at 
303.  Anything  over  the  working  expenses  will  be 
devoted  to  preserving  the  rivers.  The  hotels  now  own 
some  of  the  best  stands  on  the  Mourne,  including 
the  Bloomery  Streams,  Rector's  Streams,  Lignacallow, 
Creels,  Boat  Hole,  Scaw,  Station  Hole,  Swallow's 
Nest,  Bunnj'ban,  Blackstone  Hole,  Hackles,  and 
others  sacred  to  the  memory  of  many  a  good 
salmon  and  lusty  trout,  down  to  Victoria  Bridge, 
j^nd  upwards  as  far  as  Cappagh.  A  goodly  section 
the  Glenelly  has  been  similarly  rented,  and  also 
I; he  Owen  Killew  as  far  up  and  beyond  the  village  of 
Gortin.  We  may  add  that  it  was  at  the  solicitation 
of  a  number  of  their  patrons  that  the  hotel-keepers 
have  rented  the  streams.  It  is  one  step  in  the  right 
direction  for  the  preservation  of  a  river  well  known 
for  its  excellent  spring  trouting  and  summer  salmon 
fishing.    The  Derg  is  still  free.  J.  A.  B. 


THE  WORLD'S  FAIR,  ST.  LOUIS,  1903. 


We  have  received  from  the  Resident  Representative 
of  the  World's  Fair,  St.  Louis,  1903,  Mr.  G.  F.  Parker, 
some  interesting  particulars  of  this  important  exhibi- 
tion, which  -will  be  officially  known  as  "  The  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition."  It  will  celebrate  the  centennial 
of  the  acquisition  from  Napoleon  by  Jefferson  of  the 
territory  of  Louisiana — an  area  of  a  million  square 
miles.  The  site  will  cover  over  1000  acres,  and  there 
will  be  exhibits  from  various  nations,  the  exhibition 
being  both  national  and  international.  It  will  illus- 
trate, inter  alia,  the  history  and  resources  of  the  states 
and  territories  made  from  the  purchase.  The  Fair  is 
to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  Co.,  and  to  show  the  vastness  of 
the  undertaking  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  amount 
invested,  or  available,  before  the  gates  are  open  to  the 
public,  will  be  nearly  £10,000,000.  There  will  be 
several  novel  features,  including  a  congress  of 
aerostatics  and  an  aerial  tournament.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded,  the  principal  one  being  $100,000.  The 
leading  aeronauts,  including  M.  Santos  Dimaont,  are 
expected  to  take  part  in  the  tournament.  Those 
interested  in  the  Pair  can  obtain  all  particulars  from 
the  office  of  the  Resident  Representative  in  London, 
Sanctuary  House,  Tothill-street,  Westminster,  S.W. 


betters  to  tbe  lEbitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FIBRE  FROM  MADAGASCAR. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  letter  of  June  3, 
I  am  not  aware  whether  or  not  the  British  Yice- 
Consul  at  Majunga  has  been  able  to  furnish  you  with 
a  sample  of  the  "Lombiry  "  fibre  as  I  have  requested 
him  to  do. 

Owing  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary-General  I 
have  received  here  a  small  sample  of  this  fibre,  a 
portion  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your 
information. — Yours  truly,  T.  P.  Porter, 

British  Consulate,  Antananarivo,     H.M.  Consul. 
Madagascar,  Sept.  11,  1901. 

[I  am  greatly  obliged  to  Mr.  Porter.  The  fibre  is 
wonderfully  strong,  but  would  only  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  gut,  or  even  hair,  where  they  could  not 
be  obtained. — Ed.] 


AMERICAN  STYLE  OP  CASTING. 
Dear  Sir, — We  noticed  in  your  issue  of  March  22  a 
letter  from  Mr.  John  A.  Hardy,  inquiring  who  t  he 
Redditch  firm  is  that  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  mentions  in 
his  article  on  "  The  American  Style  of  Casting."  As 
ours  is  the  firm  referred  to,  would  you  kindly  inform 
him  that  the  rods  we  are  making  at  our  Redditch 
manufactory  will  be  finished  and  ready  to  put  ou  the 
market  by  April  15  ;  we  shall  also  by  that  date  have 
all  necessary  accessories  for  the  same  method  of 
casting. 

We  may  add  that  these  goods  are  copied  after  Mr. 
C.  G.  Levison's  special  patterns,  and  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  submit  prices  to  Mr.  Hardy  or  any  other 
anglers  interested  in  the  American  style  of  casting. — 
Y'ours  truly,  Wxers  Bros., 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

Redditch,  and  .30,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris, 


AMERICAN  STYLE  OF  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Thames  Trout's"  inquiry 
I  would  say  that  the  American  bait  casting  outfit 
ordered  for  me  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  was  supplied  by 
Messrs.  W.  Mills  &  Son,  of  21,  Park-place,  New  Y'ork.  It 
may  be  described  as  follows  :  Split  bamboo  "  Leonard  " 
bait  rod  in  two  joints  and  independent  handle,  spare 
top,  agate  guides  and  tips  of  five-sixteenths  inch  inner 
diameter ;  length  7ft.  Sin.  ;  weight  7oz. ;  No.  3  quad- 
ruple multiplying  "  Blue  Grass  "  Kentucky  reel ;  100 
yards  No.  77  "  Kingfisher"  line. 

The  total  cost  amounted  to  about  seventy  dollars, 
including  an  extra  charge  of  eighteen  dollars  for  the 
agate  guides. 

From  what  I  have  read  such  spinning  outfit  ought 
to  be  the  ideal  one  for  "  Thames'  Trout." — Yours  truly, 
157,  Faubourg  St.  Honors,  Paris.         L.  Bougle. 


FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — Y'our  correspondent  "  Fly  Rod  "  seeks 
information  as  to  fishing  at  Windermere.  I  may  say 
that  the  early  spring  fishing  is  usually  very  good.  I 
have  already  heard  of  a  71b.  trout  taken  by  trolling, 
three  trout  31b.  ioz.  on  Tuesday  last  and  two  trout 
lib.  5oz.  on  Thursday  last,  taken  with  fly.  "  Fly 
Rod"  should  try  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  where 
comfortable  and  reasonable  quarters  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Newby  Bridge.  The  charge  for 
boats  is  moderate.  Wastwater  is  very  deep,  and 
generally  disappointing  as  a  fishing  resort,  but  charm- 
ing in  all  other  respects. — Y'ours  truly,        B.  E.  F. 


FORMALIN— A  SUCCESSFUL  EXPERIMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Rather  more  than  a  year  ago  our 
mutual  friend,  Mr.  James  Richardson,  of  Deal,  handed 
me  for  identification  a  very  fine  specimen  of  a  rare 
crustacean — rare  at  least  in  this  neighbourhood — the 
painted  squat  [Galathea  sirigosa).  Those  who  have 
never  seen  this  squat  can  hardly  realise  its  extreme 
beauty.  In  its  live  state  the  shell  is  a  brilliant 
vermilion  picked  out  with  Cambridge  blue  and  white 
markings,  and  taken  altogether  it  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  objects  to  be  found  in  the  "great  and  wide 
sea."  As  Mr.  Richardson  most  kindly  presented  this 
marine  curio  to  me  I  was  naturally  anxious  to 
preserve  it,  if  possible  without  destroying  its  colour. 
The  subject,  however,  presented  some  difficulty.  If 
Crustacea  be  preserved  in  methylated  spirit,  the 
colouring  matter  of  the  shell  being  soluble  in  alcohol 
the  colour  is  discharged  and  the  specimen  rendered  the 
colour  of  putty,  as  witness  the  lobsters,  etc.,  in  the 
Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  and  to  hang  specimens  by  the  tail  in  a 
bottle  is,  to  say  the  least,  hardly  the  best  way  to 
display  them  for  students'  examination.  An  alter- 
native method  is  to  open  the  specimen  on  the 
underside,  and  remove  the  whole  of  the  flesh.  This 
method,  however,  has  its  disadvantages,  as  the  light 
frequently  bleaches  the  shell,  and  destroj's  what  I  was 
most  anxious  to  preserve,  the  beautiful  colour 
markings. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  determined  to  give  our 
friend  formalin  a  chance.  With  a  needle  I  made 
several  punctures  through  the  shell  on  the  under  side, 
so  that  the  preservative  could  get  right  into  the  flesh 
and  tissues  of  the  body,  and  then  soaked  the  squat  in 
the  formalin  mixture  (the  formula  for  which  has  been 
given  so  often  in  the  Fishing  Gazette)  for  a  fortnight, 
the  solution  being  renewed  three  or  four  times.  It 
dimmed  the  brilliancy  of  the  colouring  a  little,  but 
now,  after  twelve  months'  exposure  to  light,  there  is 
no  further  change  in  the  colours  discernible.  Whether 
in  the  future  the  colours  will  fade,  time  alone  can 
determine,  but  I  submit  that  twelve  months'  exposure 
to  light  in  a  museum  case  is  a  ipretty  fair  test.  The 
specimen  is  quite  dry  and  displayed  on  a  white  card. 

The  only  other  specimen  of  the  G.  sfiigosa  with 
which  I  am  acquainted  is  in  Dover  Museum.  It  has 
been  there  many  years,  and  has  been  so  perfectly 
bleached  that  it  looks  like  a  model  cut  out  of  chalk ; 
beside  it  lies  my  specimen  with  its  beautiful  colours. 
I  fancy  the  comparison  of  the  two  must  be  rather 
a  puzzle  to  visitors. 

The  preservation  of  natural  history  specimens  is  of 
so  much  interest  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
I  venture  to  hope  you  will  consider  the  more  than 
partial  success  of  my  experiment  worth  recording  in 
your  columns.  If  you,  sir,  or  any  of  your  readers  who 
happen  to  be  in  Dover,  will  call  at  the  museum,  I  am 
sure  my  friend  Mr.  Gray,  the  courteous  and  capable 
curator,  will  be  pleased  to  point  out  the  two  specimens 
side  by  side  (they  are  there  for  all  the  world  to  see), 
when  the  advantage  of  the  formalin  method  of  pre- 
serving will  be  at  once  apparent. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Htssev. 

P.S. — I  enclose  a  photograph  I  took  of  this  specimen. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  has  only  six  legs,  three 
011  each  side.  With  the  single  exception  of  the 
Japanese  porcupine  crab  [Lithodes  hystrix),  I  know  of 
no  other  crab  or  lobster  so  poorly  furnished  with  pedal 
appendages.  The  photograph  gives  an  idea  of  the 
shape  and  markings,  but  no  photography  can  do 
justice  to  the  superb  colouring  of  the  squat. 


THE  BALLAN  WRASSE. 
Dear  Sir. — I  am  glad  that  "J.  P.  C."  has  a  word 
to  say  in  favour  of  my  old  friend  the  Ballan  Wrasse. 
As  I  have  already  mentioned  in  your  paper,  he  shows 
very  fair  sport,  but  will  "  J.  P.  C."  kindly  tell  us  how 
is  he  to  be  cooked  ?  I  have  made  many  attempts  and 
the  result  was  far  from  satisfactory  ;  the  flesh  is  pappy 
and  of  a  nasty  green  colour — I  have  tried  frying  and 
baking.  When  on  the  subject  of  eating,  I  have  cooked 
parts  of  angler  fish  {Lophius  piscatorius) — it  was  soft 
and  sweetish  in  flavour  and  by  no  means  to  be  recom- 
mended. This  is  in  answer  to  your  query  of  a  few 
weeks  since,  also  as  to  cooking  cephalopods.  Octopus 
and  cuttle  fish  are  very  tough — at  least  the  larger  ones 
are — but  I  am  told  that  the  smaller  sized  ones  are  good 
fried.  Squid  are  well  worth  cooking.  Directly  the 
squid  is  caught  pull  off  the  head,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  viscera  will  come  with  it,  then  pull  off  the  side 
wings  and  slit  open  the  bag  at  the  side ;  then  well 
wash  it  in  the  sea,  afterwards  removing  the  skin, 
which  can  easily  be  done  with  the  finger  nails,  then 
wrap  it  up  in  a  cloth  till  you  get  ashore.  To  cook — 
stew  it  slowly  in  water  or  milk  and  water  for  an  hour 
or  so,  then  stew— still  very  slowly — for  quite  two 
hours.  Some  add  cinnamon  to  the  milk,  but  this  is  a 
matter  of  taste ;  I  find  cayenne  pepper  and  salt 
sprinkled  over  it  when  served  up  to  he  the  best 
flavouring.  It  is  some  years  since  I  cooked  any,  and 
I  am  not  quite  sure  as  to  the  time  they  take  to  cook, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  over  do  them.  Another  way 
is  to  stew  them  for  two  hours  in  milk  and  water,  then 
cut  them  in  strips  and  fry  in  egg  and  bread-crumbs. 
Be  sure  to  thoroughly  remove  all  the  viscera,  and  well 
wash  immediately  they  are  caught,  as  the  ink  imparts 
a  fiendish  flavour. — Y^ours  truly,     Edwin  Gosling. 


FISHING  IN  THE  NORTH  OF  ITALY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  answer 
your  letter  of  Feb.  13,  and  for  this  occasion  will  limit 
myself  to  particulars  as  to  where  English  anglers  can 
fish  in  the  north  of  Italy,  and  also  find  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods comfortable  and  even  luxurious  accommoda- 
tion, of  course  remembering  that  in  following  up 
streams  in  rural  districts  they  would  only  find  small 
Alberghi  where,  however,  generally,  plain  meals  and 
clean  rooms  can  be  obtained.  Mosquitoes  in  this  part 
of  Italy  are  rare,  and,  if  any,  during  the  hot  summer  ; 
they  are  of  no  consequence.  The  country  is  as  safe  as 
any  one  other  can  be,  and  the  pebple  good  and  obliging. 
There  are  no  brigands  whatever,  and  you  may  assure 
your  readers  that  "  brigands  in  Italy  are  a  thing  of 
the  past,"  for,  with  the  exception  of  some  wild  districts 
in  the  south,  where  it  would  be  advisable  for  foreigners 
to  avoid,  there  is  no  more  fear  of  inconveniences  than 
in  any  other  place. 

Should  any  of  your  readers,  who  are  likely  to  come 
fishing  in  the  north  of  Italy,  wish  for  any  other 
particulars  that  I  might  be  able  to  give,  I  should  be 
only  too  pleased  to  do  so,  if  they  will  call  at  our  offices, 
and  obliged  if  previously  informed  by  letter,  so  to  be 
sure  to  meet  them. 

It  may  be  also  convenient  that  your  readers  should 
be  informed  that  there  are  other  fishing  associations 
in  other  parts  of  the  north — namely,  Societa  Regionale 
Veneta  per  la  Pesca  e  I'Acquicoltura,  Venezia.  Societa 
Benacense  per  la  Pesca  e  I'Acquicoltura,  Peschiera. 

Best  Places  for  Pike. 

Lake  of  Varese.  Hotels- — Grand  Hotel  Excelsior, 
Hotel  Europa,  Hotel  Italia,  Hotel  Gambero  (II). 

Lake  of  Yarano.  This  little  lake  is  close  to  Varese 
[see  same  hotels). 

N.B. — The  two  lakes  are  private  property.  We 
believe  that  the  rod  is  allowed,  but  for  trolling  in 
boats,  etc.,  permission  must  be  obtained,  which  is 
given  on  payment  of  small  fees.  For  Lake  of  Varese, 
at  Varese,  at  the  offices  of  the  Amministrazione  Fonts  ; 
and  Varano,  at  the  offices  of  the  Amministrazione 
Borghi, 

Lake  of  Mezzola.  This  is  a  little  lake  at  the  end  of 
Lake  Como,  close  to  Colico.  Here,  too,  permission 
must  be  asked  on  same  conditions,  the  lake  being  let 
to  fishermen.  At  Colico  there  is  a  good  second-class 
hotel. 

For  Troct. 

Fiume  Adda  (river).  Way  up  Valtellina,  from 
Colico.  At  Morbegno,  Sondrio,  and  Tirauo  there  are 
good  second-class  hotels. 

Fiume  Brembo  (river).  Province  of  Bergamo,  at 
San  Pellegrino  and  San  Giovanni,  Good  hotels 
there. 

Mouth  of  River  Toce,' near  Stress  Lago  Maggiore. 
First-class  hotels  there. 

Lake  of  Orta.    Good  hotels  at  Orta. 

River  Sesia.  Province  of  Novara.  At  Varallo, 
first-class  hotels. 

River  Astico.  Province  of  Verona.  At  Vicenza 
there  are  good  hotels.  For  this  river  more  particulars 
can  be  had  from  Senatore  Giovanni  Lucchini, 
Presidente  del  Comitato  Vicentino  della  Societa 
Veneta  per  la  Pesca,  who  will  be  pleased  to  answer 
any  inquiry. 

Under  cover  I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  a  map. 
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in  which  I  have  maAed  in  red  all  the  spots  where 
your  readers  can  confidently  go,  and  where,  I  wish  and 
hope,  they  will  find  good  sport. 

It  will  be  always  with  pleasure  that  I  will  answer 
any  question  that  you  might  wish  to  address  to  me  ; 
meanwhile  kindly  accept  my  best  regards.— Yours 
faithfully,  G.  Cbivelli  Serbelloni, 

Milan.  President  of  Societix  Lombarda 

per  la  Pesca  e  I'Acquicoltura. 

[I  am  sure  British  anglers  who  may  be  visiting 
Italy  will  join  me  in  thanking  President  Serbelloni 
for  so  kindly  sending  this  useful  information. — Ed.] 

ABOUT  LARGE  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  March  1  you 
have  some  interesting  facts  regarding  large  salmon, 
and  I  would  like  to  add  to  them  something  within  my 
knowledge. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  I  was  in  London  at  Fenton's 
Hotel,  St.  James'-street.    I  was  going  next  day,  it  was 
very  early  in  April,  to  fish  the  Galway  river,  and 
when  the  old  waiter  come  to  set  the  table  for  dinner 
he  informed  me^that  there  were  two  salmon  at  Groves', 
in  Bond-street,  which  were  said  to  weigh  between  701b.' 
and  801b.  each.    Never  having  seen  any  approximating 
this  weight,  I  started  at  once  for  Groves'  establishment 
and  reached  there  just  as  it  was  being  closed  for  the 
night.    I  asked  the  man  in  charge  if  any  very  large 
salmon  were  there,  and  he  said  they  had  received  two 
that  morning  from  the  Tay  which  weighed  G71b.  and 
721b.  respectively,  that  the  larger  one  had  been  cut  as 
far  as  the  shoulder  but  he  could  show  me  what  re- 
mained of  him,  and  all  of  the  smaller  one,  in  the  ice 
box.    To  this  we  repaired,  and  the  man  very  kindly 
assented  to  my  request  that  he  should  weigh  in  my 
presence  the  entire  fish.    It  tipped  the  scale,  as  he 
said  it  would,  at  G71b.,  and  what  remained  of  the  other 
showed  me  conclusively  that  the  whole  of  it  must  have 
been  several  pounds  heavier,  and  I  was  convinced 
that  the  man's  statement  of  its  weight  (721b.)  was 
perfectly  credible.    The  largest  salmon  I  have  ever 
known  of  being  taken  with  a  fiy  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  was  caugbt  by  Mr.  Dun  on  the  Grand  Casca- 
peda  and  weighed  521b.    I  believe  that  much  heavier 
fish  have  been  taken  in  nets  but  have  no  authentic 
record  of  any.— Yours  truly,  D.  Sage 

Albany,  New  York. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  IN  THE  DART. 
.  Dear  Sib,— Much  has  been  said  of  late  as  to  the 
number  of  salmon  there  are  in  the  Dart,  but  the 
best  evidence  that  can  be  brought  forward  is  the  num- 
ber of  salmon  recently  caught.    Pollution  has  been  in 
the  minds  of  the  Boards  of  Conservators  for  some  time 
past,  and  they  have  had  no  end  of  trouble  in  trying  to 
solve  this  most  difficult  problem.    Fortunately,  their 
efforts  have  met  with  some  success,  and  if  the  river  is 
not  free  from  pollution,  certainly  the  nuisance  is  not 
so  bad  as  it  was.    Anglers  are  generally  of  opinion 
that  the  small  fish  are  afiected  by  the  matter  that  is 
put  into  the  river  by  the  mills  at  Buckfastleigh,  but  a 
number  of  private  gentlemen  who  are  interested  in 
the  Board  of  Conservators  recently  tested  the  effect 
of  the  alleged  pollution,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  although  they  refuse  to  supply  the  Buckfastleigh 
District  Council  with  a  copy  of  the  analysis  the 
report  was  a  fdvourable  one,  at  any  rate  to  the  Council, 
who  are  mostly  interested  in  the  pollution  scare.' 
Whatever  may  be  said  for  or  against  the  pollution 
there  is  no  gainsaying  that  there  are  salmon  at  any  rate 
in  the  river,  even  if  there  is  a  scarcity  of  the  smaller 
fish.    On  the  opening  day  no  less  than  seventeen 
salmon  were  caught,  the  total  weight  being  about 
2571b.,  or  each  fish  averaged  151b.    Since  then  to  the 
present  time  there  have  been  several  large  hauls  made 
and  nearly  10001b.  of  fish  has  been  taken.  Surely 
this  all  goes  to  say  that  there  must  be  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  river  ;  but  how  about  the  smaller  fish.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  up  to  the  present  time  there  has 
been  a  gradual  filling  off  of  trout,  and  the  catches 
that  are  being  made  now  will  not  bear  comparison  with 
what  anglers  did  in  years  gone  by.    Why  should  this 
be  ?    Some  aver  that  the  pollution  has  all  to  do  with 
it,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  it  is  said  that  a  large 
number  of  fish  are  slaughtered  below  the  limit  size— 
7in.     Certainly  there  is  some  truth  in  the  latter 
argument,  for  there  have  been  a  lot  of  fish  that  have 
been  taken  at  the  Buckfastleigh  Sewage  Works— which 
by  the  way,  is  really  a  public  fishing  ground,  as  the 
Council  grant  licences  to  residents  without  payment— 
and  which  have  been  under  size.    A  week  or  so  since  an 
angler  creeled  between  six  and  seven  dozen  trout  on 
the  same  land,  and  the  point  is — were  the  whole  of 
the  fish  above  the  Association  size,  namely,  7in. '?  The 
fact  that  there  is  no  limit  on  the  size  of  the  fish  that 
are  taken  enables  an  angler  who  cares  to,  to  basket  fish 
of  almost  any  size.    If  on  the  other  hand  the  fish 
were  below  the  limit  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  is  a 
serious  diminution  of  fish  in  the  river.    No  real  sports- 
man would  think  of  taking  a  fish  that  was  under  the 
limit,  but  there  are  those  who  are  content  to  take 
almost  anything  as  long  as  it  is  a  fish.     Such  a  prac- 
tice cannot  be  too  strongly  deprecated,  and  it  is  to  be 


hoped  that  ere  long  some  restriction  may  be  put  on  the 
size  of  the  fish  taken  at  Buckfastleigh  Council  grounds, 
in  order  that  a  fair  chance  may  be  given  to  those  who 
really  love  the  sport,  and  who  go  fishing  with  the  real 
spirit  of  sport. — Yours  truly,  Devonian. 

ADDRESS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  .kindly 
oblige  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Gnash  and  Welland  Angling  Society. — Yours  truly, 

40,  South  Gate,  Chichester.  G.  S.  Thomas. 


INNERLEITHEN  FREE  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — Pardon  my  troubling  you  with  another 
letter  on  this  subject,  my  excuse  for  doing  so  being  to 
call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  others  to  the 
advisability  of  starting  an   "Innerleithen  A  ngling 
Association,"  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most 
practical  way  of  improving  matters  in  that  district. 
I  would  suggest  that  some  six  or  more  keen  local 
anglers  should  put  their  heads  together,  form  them- 
selves into  a  committee,  and  wait  on  the  riparian 
owners,  in  order  to  try  and  secure  their  sanction  for 
this,  which  should  not  be  very  difficult  to  obtain, 
after  the  way  this  water  has  been  abused  for  so  many 
years.    Having  succeeded  in  this,  the  rest  would  be 
pretty  fair  sailing.    They  could  then  draw  up  their 
rules  (making  them  sufficiently  strict),  and  fix  their 
prices  of  tickets,  not  making  it  prohibitive  for  locals- 
say  5s.  for  a  season  ticket— and  £2  23.  or  £3  3s.  for 
strangers,  but  giving  the  latter  the  option  of  daily, 
weekly,  or  monthly  tickets,  at,  say,  Is.  6d.,5s.,  or  15s., 
which  might  be  doubled  for  the  last  two  months,  or 
at  any  rate  for  November.    As  the  fishing  improved 
these  prices  could  be  raised,  if  thought  advisable,  and 
the  proceeds,  after  defraying  any  necessary  expenses, 
could  go  to  the  payment  of  an  extra  bailiff  or  two  on 
the  association  water,  and  every  man  would  then  be, 
more  or  less,  a  bailiff  himself.    And  what  a  glorious 
stretch  they  could  have,  say  from  Peebles  down 
to  Walkerburn,  giving  some  eight  or  ten  miles  of 
lovely  water,  with   four  railway-stations— not  only 
"  on  "  but  you  may  say  "  in  "  the  water.    If  some 
plan  of  this  kind  could  be  carried  out  what  a  difference 
it  would  make  in  the  fishing  in  a  year  or  two's  time, 
both  in  the  spring  for  the  trout  and  in  the  autumn 
with  the  salmon.    I  for  one  would  then  gladly  come 
and  try  it  again  as  I  know  every  pool  on  it  and  don't 
know  any  more  charming  water  to  fish.    With  the 
present  scrambling  for  fishings  I  have  no  doubt  there 
are  dozens  who  would  do  the  same,  and  only  be  too 
keen  to  get  on  when  they  knew  the  fishing  was  being 
conducted  in  a  sportsmanlike  way,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  would  go  back  with  very  pleasant 
recollections  of  Innerleithen,  its  surroundings,  and 
its  fishings.— Yours  truly,  March  Bbown. 

P.S.— I  would  suggest  trout  fishing  being  allowed 
only  from  April  1  to  Sept.  30. 


have  been  arranged,  besides  other  prizes  to  come  from 
the  club,  which  will  be  competed  for  in  fishing  for 
bass  and  grey  mullet,  which  the  Taw  is  swarmed  with 
m  the  season,  affording  good  sport  to  the  visitor,  who 
can  get  all  information  from 

rr     TT  ,   m  West,  Hon.  Treasurer. 

Taw  Vale  Tavern, 
Barnstaple. 

A/r'-^xYr'^'i       society  success,  and  should  be  obliged  if 
Mr.  West  would  tell  me  what  is  the  average  size  of 
the  bass,  the  best  months,  and  ditto  about  the  mullet 
1  did  not  know  there  was  good  fishing  for  these  fish  at 
Barnstaple. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 
Dear  Sie,— An  inquiry  in  your  issue  of  March  S 
as  to  the  Hotel  des  Ardennes  and  its  fishing  I  can 
answer  with  pleasure.  The  hotel  is  most  delightful 
and  the  fishing  very  good  for  trout  and  grayling  T 
had  a  trout  of  2aib. ;  I  also  hooked  a  salmon,  but 
lost  it. 

As  to  the  Dovey  fishing,  a  light  grilse  rod  is  the 
Dest.  1  use  a  fourteen-foot  split  cane  and  find  it 
ample.  The  advantage  of  a  light  rod  is  the  very  light 
line  you  can  use,  and  this  is  necessary,  as  worm 
fishing  IS  generally  the  most  effective.  In  the  summer 
large  flies  are  not  needed  as  a  rule,  so  that  a  light  line 
IS  qmte  enough.— Yours  truly,  Q  u 


Dear  Sir,—"  Ply  Rod  "  asks  about  fishing  in  the 
Ardennes.  I  went  there  last  year  in  August  from 
Brussels,  and  found  I  was  too  late,  and  all  rivers  dry 
about  Diekirch  and  Vianden.  I  was  told  April  and 
May  was  the  proper  time,  and  should  make  for 
Vianden— Hotel  Ensch— from  Brussels  vid  Luxem- 
bourg and  Diekirch.  At  Vianden  the  Hotel  Ensch 
has  some  water,  and  a  barber,  Hiertz,  who  sells  tackle 
there,  told  me  to  fish  up  from  Vianden  to  Stolzen- 
bourg  (Hotel  Meyer)  and  then  go  on  to  Nieder,  and 
back  to  Vianden. 

Another  advised  my  going  up  Wiltz  River  to  junc- 
tion at  Wiltz,  to  Kautenbach  and  Clervaux,  rail 
alongside  river.  A  third  advised  my  fishing  up  Wiltz 
River  to  Bastogne,  and  thence  by  rail  or  tram  to 
Moufflaize,  where  there  is  good  grayling. 

I  can  let  "  Fly  Rod  "  see  the  "  Carte"  G6n6rale  des 
Ardennes"  if  he  will  send  me  his  address.— Yours 
Colonel  G.  Jackson. 

E  6,  Albany,  Piccadilly,  W. 
P. S.— English  flies. 


Al  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  FIRST 

TEN  DAYS  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  want  some  first-rate  sea-trouting  in 
Scotland— end  of  June  up  to  July  10.  I  want  big  fish 
and  plenty  of  them,  and  do  not  mind  paying  a  good 
price.  Loch  Stack  is  the  class  of  thing.  If  the  tenant 
of  a  shooting  were  not  going  north  until  August  he 
might  feel  disposed  to  let  such  fishing  for  a  fortnight 
if  made  worth  while.  If  you  can  put  me  on  the  track 
I  shall  feel  very  grateful.— Yours  truly,  Testonian. 

[I  am  afraid  I  don't  know  any  shooting  tenant  who 
wants  to  let  his  fishing  ;  but  if  this  meets  the  eye  of 
one,  or  anyone  who  can  help  my  friend,  I  shall  be  glad. 
I  have  sent  him  some  information. — Ed.] 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sib, — AH  last  week  was  still  unpropitious 
for  fishing.  Trout  were  not  on  the  feed  either  with 
fly,  natural  baits,  or  phantoms.  Still  every  day  the 
Oughterard  -  Borosheen  professional  fishermen  are 
cross-lining  the  shallows,  or  trolling  the  deeps, 
unquestionably  for  salmon.  No  amateur  fishermen 
besides  Major  Law  and  myself  did  I  see  on  the  lough. 
The  major  on  Saturday  last  caught  a  nice  grilse  of  61b. 
This  was  the  only  fish  caught  by  him  throughout  the 
week.  I  may  say,  Where  are  the  excise  that  salmon 
be  despatched  to  Galway  or  London  by  dealers  who 
pay  no  licence  ?  who  receive  salmon  from  the  fisher- 
men who  also  pay  no  licence.  All  catches  should  be 
examined  by  officials  appointed  by  the  conservators 
or  excise.  Mr.  Doige  is  doing  his  best,  I  believe,  but 
I  know  he  has  a  difficult  task.— Yours  truly, 

B.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 


THE  TAW  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

pEAB  Sir,— I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  there  is  a 
fishing  club  started  at  Barnstaple,  N.D.,  called 
the  Taw  and  District  Angling  Society.  It  has  been  a 
great  want  for  many  years,  and  now,  owing  to  the 
energy  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Ceaby,  the  hon.  secretary,  and  Mr. 
J.  West,  the  hon.  treasurer,  a  committee  has  been 
formed  and  forty-five  members  enrolled.  A  silver 
challenge  cup  and  silver  medal  with  five  special  prizes 


CATCHING  EELS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  E.  D.  Dumas  re  catching 
eels  in  the  river  Derwent,  I  suppose  he  means  with 
baits  on  night  lines,  and  not  by  the  slow  process  of 
rod  and  line  fishing.  If  the  former,  he  can  use  lob 
worms.  They  should  be  well  scoured  until  thev  are 
tough,  then  killed,  and  one  lob  divided  will  bait  two 
hooks.  Do  not  use  the  horrid  eyed  hooks.  It  is 
impossible  to  bait  these  hooks  properly.  If  the  eels 
run  large  he  can  use  all  sorts  of  small  dead  fish,  such 
as  stone  loach,  bleak,  gudgeon,  small  dace,  sometimes 
sprats  if  they  come  in  early,  and  more  especially  big 
minnows.  A  dead  minnow  is  always  a  honne  boucJie 
and  in  old  ponds,  fleets,  and  other  dead  waters  a  bleak 
shines  like  silver  and  attracts  Mr.  Eel. 

Take  a  fine  baiting  needle,  put  the  loop  of  the  tackle, 
be  it  gimp,  twisted  gut,  horsehair,  etc.,  in  the  catch  of 
the  needle,  and  bring  the  point  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  tail,  and  draw  down  the  tackle  until  the  hook  rests 
outside  the  mouth  of  the  fish,  and  do  not  use  conger 
hooks  f  jr  these  small  fish.  Eels  can  easily  rip  a  small 
bait  clean  ofi  the  tackle,  if  the  hook  is  at  all  big  and 
the  loop  brought  through  the  vent  instead  of  the 
middle  of  the  tail.  The  hook  should  lie  close  to  and 
fit  the  mouth  of  the  fish,  not  wobble  about,  and  offer 
little  or  no  resistance,  and  not  be  in  the  way  of  an  eel 
when  the  bait  is  seized.  The  loop  should  be  small  and 
tied  as  neatly  as  possible,  if  not  it  will  often  burst 
open  such  fish  as  minnows,  small  gudgeon,  and  stone 
loach,  and  spoil  the  bait. 

In  reply  to  "  Angler."  The  Eastern  Rother  rises  at 
Rotherfield,  near  Wadhurst,  Kent,  and  flows  past 
Ticehurst,  Etchingham,  Salehurst,  Robertsbridge, 
Higham,  Bodiam,  and  Newenden,  to  the  harbour  of 
Rye.  At  Bodiam  a  charge  of  Is.  per  day  is  made. 
The  fish,  which  are  of  very  fair  quality  as  regards 
weight,  consist  of  pike,  bream,  roach,  perch,  carp,  and 
chub,  with  a  few  trout  here  and  there.  From  Matcham 
to  Newenden  is  a  favourite  reach  of  the  river  where 
carp  weighing  61b.,  bream  31b.,  and  pike  101b.  have 
been  taken. 

The  Royal  Military  Canal  runs  from  Shorncliffe,  by 
Hythe,  Hurste,  Belsington,  Kuckinge,  Warehorne, 
Kenardington,  and  Appledore,  whei-e  there  is  a  station' 
and  so  on  to  Rye.  The  charge  for  fishing  in  the  Hythe 
portion  of  the  canal  used  to  be  Is.  per  day— any  fish  ; 
and  the  keeper  was  Mr.  Austin,  High-street,  Hythe.' 
The  chief  fish  are  bream,  tench,  and  roach  ;  fishino- 
very  early  for  bream,  and  from  six  to  dusk  for  tench" 
Pike  run  rather  small  and  play  the  dickens  with  small 
dace,  etc. — Yours  truly,  a.  H, 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  243.] 

The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Fishinq 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  ed. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

 £7   7  0 

Mf  Page...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaser,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BT  THE  EDITOE. 


The  New  Nor-wegian  Association. 

A  WELL-INFORMED  Correspondent  writes  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"Your  remarks  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last 
week  on  the  objects  of  the  Anglo  -  Norwegian 
Fishermen's  Association,  and  on  the  more  than 
absurd  proposals  to  get  up  petitions  to  the  Nor- 
wegian Storthing  to  amend,  in  our  favour,  its 
fishery  laws,  are  very  much  to  the  point. 

"  Nothing  but  the  logic  of  hard  facts  will  bring 
about  a  change  in  the  salmon  laws,  and  we  should 
patiently  await  it.  I  have  for  years  foreseen  that 
the  ever  increasing  netting  would  sooner  or  later 
ruin  the  salmon  industry  of  Norway,  and  that  it 
was  only  when  this  became  evident  that  the  law 
would  be  amended. 

"  Even  the  owners  of  rivers,  whose  interests  are 
identical  with  those  of  anglers,  are  very  indifferent 
and  have  their  reasons. 

"  So  long  as  inexperienced  anglers  can  be  got  to 
pay  high  rents— first,  for  periods  in  which  the 
taken  water  is  worthless  in  four  years  out  of  five  ; 
next,  for  water  that  the  river  dealers  themselves 
net,  and  for  rivers  in  provinces  which  give  a 
shorter  weekly  close  time  than  the  customary 
seventy-two  hom-s— so  long  the  present  system  is 
likely  to  last. 

"  With  knowledge  all  will  come  right,  and  it  is 
with  that  conviction  that  I  have  greeted  with 
enthusiasm  the  formation  of  the  association, 
which,  by  giving  information,  will  be  of  the 
greatest  service  to  anglers  in  saving  them  from 
throwing  away  their  money  and  their  chance  of 
sport  that  season. 

"If  you  can  spare  the  space,  I  give  an  example 
snowing  the  very  simple  way  in  which  information 
could  be  afforded  :  A  member  writes  the  secretary 
asking  to  be  told  anything  known  about  a  named 
water.  The  reply  would  be  that  Mr.  A.  B.  had 
knowledge  of  the  river  or  district,  and  would 
probably  be  willing  to  give  his  views.  The 
applicant  would  then  write  A.  B.  that  he  was 
offered  such  and  such  water  for,  say,  August  and 


September,  and  would  be  obliged  by  any  informa 
tion  regarding  it,  especially  during  those  months. 

"  If  the  inquiry  was  addressed  to  me,  and  con- 
cerned a  certain  water  in  my  district,  I  should 
ha-ve  to  reply  as  follows  : — '  The  water  referred  to 
is  in  a  province  which  permits  netting  longer  by 
twenty-four  hours  per  week  than  do  the  adjoining 
provinces.  Near  the  outlet  of  the  river  water 
leased  to  a  dealer  was  let  by  him  for  netting,  while 
his  tenants  above  were  having  wretched  sport. 
Nets  were  used  by  the  present  lessor  in  the  river 
above  during  my  stay  there  last  season,  and  I 
learned,  after  I  left,  that  the  water  now  offered 
was  also  netted.  The  dealer  has  no  doubt  given 
the  catch  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  past 
two  years.  Of  salmon,  it  was,  I  believe,  in  1900 
three,  and  last  year  one,  but  in  both  years  the 
extent  of  water  was  more  than  double  what  is  now 
offered.  The  water  is  much  mixed  up  with  some 
of  mine,  which  has  led  to  disputes,  and  even  to  a 
law  suit.  For  my  share  I  have  never  been  willing 
to  take  any  payment,  but  while  I  am  on  the  river 
give  anyone  leave  to  fish,  and  on  my  departure 
give  it  to  the  tenant  of  my  exclusive  water.  Any 
earlier  reports  of  the  water,  even  if  they  had  ever 
been  true,  are  without  value  now,  all  the  circum- 
stances having  been  entirely  changed.' 

"  Such  information  should  be  welcome  to  all 
concerned.  The  taker  could  judge  if  water  so 
circumstanced  would  suit  him,  and  the  river  dealer 
should  especially  be  gratified  by  the  knowledge 
that  the  taker  was  not  acting  under  a  misappre- 
hension. 

"  All  our  troubles  have,  in  ^my  opinion,  arisen 
from  want  of  knowledge,  which  want  need  no 
longer  exist. 

"  Men  desiring  salmon  water  in  Norway  should 
get  themselves  proposed  as  members  of  the  Anglo- 
Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association,  and,  above  all, 
read  the  Fishing  Gazette." 


From  St.  Louis,  Missomi,  comes  to  me  a  very 
handsomely  got  up  copy  of  The  Sporting  Goods 
Dealer,  well  printed,  well  illustrated,  and  with  an 
attractive  cover  in  colours  ;  the  whole  get  up  does 
the  greatest  credit  to  the  Woodward  and  Tiernan 
Printing  Company.  The  notes  on  fishing  tackle 
are,  I  see,  done  by  Mr.  J.  Harrington  Keene.  Not 


The  "Expert"  Wooden  Minnow  (Woods). 

having  heard  of  him  for  many  years  I  am  glad  to 
see  he  is  still  to  the  front.  Here  is  a  description  by 
him  of  an  American  wooden  minnow,  for  which  the 
inventor  claims  that  it  will  catch  more  and  larger 
anglers— I  mean  fish— than  any  other  bait.  In  the 
same  journal  Mr.  William  Shakespear,  jun.,  adver- 
tises a  spinning  bait  which  looks  like  a  brass  jam 
boiler,  but  which  will  also  lick  creation  in  the 
shape  of  natural  baits  : — 

"  The  '  Expert '  wooden  minnow  is  made  by  F. 
C.  Woods  &  Co.,  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  and  is  a  novelty 
in  artificial  baits. 

"  Every  angler  for  game  fish  knows  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money  in  procuring,  and  the 
extreme  annoyance  in  earing  for,  live  bait ;  also  the 
many  hours  of  a  limited  vacation  wasted  in  obtain- 
ing same,  and  it  has  always  been  an  ungratified 
desire  to  secure  an  artificial  bait  that  would  bring 
as  good  results  as  Hve  bait  without  the  usual 
attending  annoyances.  In  the  '  Expert '  it  is  con- 
fidently asserted  that  we  have  an  artificial  bait  that 
will  not  only  bring  equal  results,  but,  given  an  even 
chance,  will  prove  more  alluring  and  catch  more 
and  larger  fish  than  any  live  bait. 

"  The  makers  say  that  this  has  been  demon- 
strated many  times — two  men  fishing  in  the  same 
boat. 

"A  few  of  its  good  points  are:  Nickel-plated 
spinners,  revolving  in  opposite  directions ;  no 
swivel  is  needed,  as  this  makes  the  twisting  of  the 
line  impossible,  a  feature  that  will  be  highly 
appreciated  by  experts. 

"  The  double  spinners  also  produce  a  churning 
motion  in  the  water  that  is  irresistible  to  game  fish. 

"  The  brass  wire  extends  through  minnow  and 
can  not  pull  out. 

"  The  hooks  are  fastened  with  brass  wire,  which 
will  not  rust  or  rot. 


"  The  body  of  the  minnow  is  well  varnished  to 
protect  aluminium  paint. 

"  It  always  floats  belly  down  and  can  be  used  on 
surface  of  the  water  or  allowed  to  sink,  as  desired, 
according  to  the  speed  given  it. 

"  In  casting  or  trolling  use  same  as  live  bait ;  in 
water  not  too  deep,  near  rushes,  pads,  and  the 
usual  haunts  of  game  fish,  regulate  the  speed  to 
the  depth  required  and  good  results  are  sure  to 
follow. 

"  The  bait  itself  is  an  exceedingly  good  imitation 
of  the  natural  fish,  and  being  of  wood  it  will  stand 
a  vast  amount  of  wear  and  tear.  I  have  recently 
given  it  a  fair  trial  on  a  New  York  ta?s  and  pickerel 
lake  and  found  it  all  that  the  makers  claim  for  it 
in  skilful  hands." 


The  Vienna  Intern.vtional  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  1902. 
This  International  Exhibition;  opens  on  Sep- 
tember 1  next,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the 
President  of  the  Committee  that  Great  Britain, 
Italy,  France,  Germany,  Russia,  Norway,  Japan, 
Siam,  and  probably  Persia  will  take  part  in  it. 
Angling  is  becoming  every  year  more  popular 
among  Austrian  gentlemen,  and  it  would  certainly 
pay  some  of  our  best  fishing-tackle  manufacturers 
to  exhibit  at  Vienna. 


A  Six  Guinea  Duck  Book. 
Messrs.  Longmans  have  nearly  ready  for  publica- 
tion a  new  work  on  "  The  Natural  History  of  the 
British  Surface-feeding  Ducks,"  by  John  Guille 
Millais,  F.Z.S.,  etc..  Author  of  "  The  Wild-fowler 
in  Scotland,"  "A  Breath  from  the  Veldt,"  etc. 
With  coloured  illustrations.  Royal  4to.  It  will 
be  the  most  complete  history  of  this  interesting 
class  of  birds  that  has  yet  been  attempted.  There 
will  be  a  large  number  of  coloured  pictures  illus- 
trating every  phase  of  the  life  and  change  of 
plumage  of  ducks,  taken  from  drawings  by  the 
author  and  by  A.  Thorburn,  and  from  photographs. 
The  price  of  this  fine  work  will  be  £6  6s. 

Fast  Stories. 

Here  are  some  of  the  i  fastest  stories  I  have  come 
across  for  a  long  time  ;  they  are  from  the  Neru  York 
Times : — 

"  Speaking  of  boasttulness  bom  of  pride  in 
home,"  says  Hamilton  W.  Mabie,  "  I  was  once  in 
a  smoking  compartment  with  a  man  from  New 
York,  another  from  Chicago,  and  another  from 
New  Jersey.  The  New  Yorker  was  boasting  of  the 
Empire  State  Express,  which  he  said  went  so  fast 
that  the  telegraph  poles  slipped  past  seemingly  as 
close  together  as  the  teeth  in  a  fine  comb. 

"  '  That's  nothing,'  said  the  man  from  Chicago. 
There  is  a  train  from  mj'  city  to  Milwaukee. 
Nothing  like  it.  I  started  to  cross  a  bridge  on  the 
road  and  heard  the  train  coming.  Having  great 
presence  of  mind  I  made  a  leap  in  the  air,  and  the 
train  was  gone  when  I  came  down.' 

"  '  That's  a  fast  train,'  said  the  New  Jersey  citi- 
zen. '  The  Jersey  Central  flier  is  equally  fast,  but 
makes  better  time,  because  it  starts  fast.  My 
wife  was  on  the  platform  to  bid  me  good-bye  in 
Jersey  City.  I  opened  the  window  to  kiss  her,  and 
by  the  good  name  of  the  land  of  mosquitoes  I 
kissed  another  lady  standing  on  the  platform  at 
Newark.' " 


If  one  or  two  anglers  wish  to  rent  a  fine  little 
stretch  of  water  of  about  a  mile  with  exclusive 
rights  on  both  banks  and  within  an  hour  of 
Waterloo  or  Victoria,  they  should  write  to  "  S.  R.," 
care  of  Mr.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  Chelsea,  S.W. 

R.  B.  M.\RSTON. 


The  Hawes  and  Askrigg  Waters. — I  am  informed 
that  the  Hawes  Angling  Club  is  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition,  and  that  the  prospects  for  the  trout  season 
are  excellent.  Last  season  the  amount  paid  for 
yearling  trout  was  £11  12s.  lOd.,  from  which  some 
benefit  should  ensue.  The  president  of  the  club  is 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Wharnclifle,  hon.  treasurer 
Dr.  Grime,  and  secretary  Mr.  T.  T.  Fawcett.  The 
White  Hart  is  now  under  new  management,  and 
anglers  who  pay  a  visit  to  this  beautiful  district  may 
rely  upon  being  made  comfortable.  The  Rose  and 
Crown  at  Bainbridge  has  also  been  thoroughly 
renovated,  Mr.  John  'Trotter  being  the  new  landlord. 
This  is  a  capital  centre  for  fishing  both  the  Hawes  and 
Askrigg  waters. — Halcyon  in  the  Weekly  Edition  of 
the  Leeds  Mercury. 
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A    MOENING    DKIVE    AND  AN 
EVENING  WALK. 


At  last  we  have  managed  to  hoist  the  dear  old 
bo3'  into  the  trap.  He  had  added  two  steps  to 
help  himself  up,  the  lowest  being  within  eight 
inches  of  the  ground.  With  the  aid  of  his  wife 
and  the  groom  we  got  him  to  lift  his  right  foot  on 
to  the  lower  step  and  his  left  foot  on  to  the  next, 
and  so  on  till  he  was  safely  landed  in  a  comfortable 
seat,  well  wrapped  up  ;  and  off  we  started  for  a 
six  mile  drive  on  this  lovely  morning — lovely,  but 
with  a  keenish  north-westerly  wind  in  our  faces. 
This  was  the  first  time  he  had  been  out  for  some 
weeks,  and  the  warm  and  keen  air  brightened  him 
up  surprisingly. 

The  country  was  quite  new  to  me,  not  far  from 
the  Wye,  to  our  left,  as  we  drove  along  the  Hay 
road.  He  soon  became  chatty  and  garrulous;  he 
told  me  about  the  beautiful  country  we  were 
driving  through,  the  owners  of  the  estates,  the 
tenants,  their  holdings  and  the  rent  they  paid,  and 
various  stories  about  the  men  themselves.  Then, 
when  he  had  exhausted  that  subject,  he  told  me  of 
the  terrible  snowstorm  tragedy  they  had  last 
December  on  the  Montgomery  side  of  the  county. 
He  knew  the  two  young  men  well,  the  one  nine- 
teen and  unmarried,  the  other  twenty-three  and 
married  ;  they  had  been  to  an  auction  with  his 
own  man,  and  returned  home  by  train ;  landed  at 
a  station  on  the  railway  towards  Llandrindod,  and 
then  started  to  walk  over  a  mountain  to  their  homes 
-it  was  dark,  and  the  snow  was  falling  fast ;  they 
lost  their  way  and  wandered  about.  There  was  no 
anxiety  felt  at  either  of  their  homes  which  were 
not  far  apart — the  parents  thinking  they  may  have 
reached  the  son's  house  safely,  and  the  son's  wife 
was  satisfied  that  they  must  have  found  shelter  at 
t  ie  father's  house.  But  when  morning  came  and 
tihey  were  not  found  at  either  place  the  anxiety 
became  intense.  The  mountain  was  deep  in  snow 
which. continued  to  fall.  The  country  was  roused 
-search  parties  set  out.  and  for  two  or  three  days 
no  trace  of  the  unhappy  young  men  could  be  found. 
At  length,  I  think  after  three  days'  search,  the 
bodies  of  the  brothers  were  found  under  three  feet 
of  snow,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  their  father's 
house,  locked  in  each  other's  arms,  the  elder  having 
taken  off  his  own  overcoat  and  wrapped  it  round 
his  young  brother.  It  must  have  been  a  touching 
.sight,  and  was  indeed  a  very  terrible  tragedy.  It 
seems  to  have  been  truly  as  fine  an  example  of 
unselfish  heroism  on  the  part  of  this  good  brother 
and  as  worthy  of  the  D.S.O.  as  it  shown  on  the  field 
of  battle.  The  story,  he  said,  was  told  in  all  the 
local  papers,  but  I  had  not  read  of  it  before. 

His  bailiff,  who  had  attended  the  funeral,  was 
driving  home  in  a  snowstorm  when  suddenly  a 
large  limb  of  an  elm  tree,  heavily  laden  with  snow, 
fell  without  any  warning  across  the  road  just  in 
front  of  his  horse,  i  which  was,  of  course,  terribly 
startled,  reared  straight  up  and  bolted  ;  he  managed 
to  keep  his  seat  and  hold  on.  The  horse  was 
eventually  quieted  down,  and  with  the  help  of 
a  passer-by  got  past  the  tree,  and  he  reached 
home  safely  ;  that  was  a  most  providential 
escape  from  another  tragedy.  And  so  we  passed 
the  time  on  our  drive — the  old  man,  who  is  many 
years  my  junior,  spinning  his  continuous  yarns  till 
we  got  back  in  time  for  luncheon.  It  was  a 
glorious  morning,  and  the  drive  had  done  him 
good. 

An  Evening  Walk. 
Good  Friday  down  here,  on  the  Welsh  border, 
was  as  lovely  a  day  as  could  be  desired.  It  was 
just  perfect  for  a  stroll — the  wind  had  toned  down 
to  a  pleasant  breeze,  the  sun  was  shining  brilliantly, 
and  all  Nature  seemed  to  be  waking  up  from  its 
long  winter's  sleep.  I  am  staying  within  a  mile  of 
the  river  Wye,  but  not  on  fishing  bent — it  is  too 
early  for  me  ;  besides,  there  is  nothing  but  pike  to 
be  looked  for  yet.  I  turned  off  the  turnpike  road 
to  the  right  and  trespassed  southward  across  a 
hundred  acre  pathless  meadow  in  search  of  the 
river,  for  I  wanted  to  see  how  it  looked  at  this 
season.  I  had  long  since  made  its  acquaintance 
some  miles  lower  down,  but  here,  and  on  this  side, 
all  was  new  to  me.  After  a  walk  of  a  mile  or  so 
across  the  meadows,  I  came  suddenly  on  its 
banks,  and  to  me,  just  emerging  from  the  fogs 
and  disagreeables  of  London,  this  noble  river 
presented  an  unspeakably  pleasant  sight— a  broad, 
silver  sheet  flowing,  ever-flowing  slowly,  and  in 
almost  absolute  silence,  for  it  scarcely  ever  uttered 


a  sound.  It  is  here  about  a  hundred  yards  wide, 
as  nearly  as  I  could  guess,  and  was  at  its  full, 
without  any  indication  of  overflow.  I  was  quite 
fascinated  by  the  beauty  of  it  all — a  broad  silver 
sunlit  stream  flowing  seaward  in  one  unbroken, 
noiseless  mass — majestic,  irresistible,  an  aristocratic 
stream,  too  dignified  to  notice  any  small  or  minor 
obstacles  to  its  course.  I  followed  it  up  for  a  mile, 
and  could  see  its  winding  course  through  the  green 
meadows  for  another  mile  or  two.  Everything  was 
silent — no  fish  moving  its  waters,  no  fly  on  its 
surface,  no  bird  on  its  bushy  banks.  There  are 
salmon  in  plenty  doubtless,  and  plenty  of  pike  and 
perch,  and  the  usual  run  of  coarse  fish,  but 
of  trout  there  are  very  few.  It  is  not  the 
sort  of  stream  that  I  should  care  to  waste  my 
time  by  fly  fishing  it.  It  is  said  to  be  partly 
preserved,  but  there  are  no  water-baihffs  hereabouts, 
and  anybody  can  fish  who  fileases  without  much 
fear  of  being  interfered  with.  Those  who  do  fish, 
I  presume,  are  the  local  knowing  ones,  who  fix 
themselves  in  cosy  corners  and  fish  for  perch  where 
they  know  they  are  to  be  found. 

After  starting,  a  pair  of  twin-sisters,  in  "  Gloomy 
Plinlimmon,"  and  wandering  through  many  a 
county  far  apart,  the  Wye  and  Severn  meet  again 
Chepstow  way,  to  be  absorbed  in  the  "  Severn  Sea." 

I  was  curious  to  roughly  estimate  the  speed  of 
this  lordly  river  hereabouts.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
the  great  mass  of  water  moved,  like  a  stream  of 
molten  silver,  at  the  rate  of,  say,  three  miles  an 
hour,  and  as  I  take  it  to  be  about  forty  miles  from 
its  junction  with  the  Severn,  the  water  passing  me 
now  will  not  get  into  the  sea  for  probably  twenty 
hours  from  this  time.  I  remember  once  standing 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  at  Cairo  with  Sir  H.  M. 
Stanley. 

"Look,"  said  he,  "  that  water  passing  us  now  in 
all  probability  I  saw  at  the  sources  of  the  Nile  six 
months  ago.  It  has  travelled  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  miles  (I  forget  the  exact  length),  and  at 
its  average  rate  it  would  take  six  months  to  come 
from  there  here.  It  has  been  travelling  steadily 
along  its  own  course,  whilst  it  has  taken  me  just  as 
long  to  get  here  ;  so  here  again  I  meet  the  same 
water  that  first  greeted  me  in  the  Mountains  of 
the  Moon."  I  set  out  in  the  hope  of  meeting  with 
some  incident  worth  mentioning ;  in  that  I  have 
been  disappointed,  but  I  do  assure  you  that  many 
years  have  passed  since  I  have  had  such  an  ideal 
day  for  an  afternoon's  ramble,  or  a  ramble  in 
scenery  more  pleasant  and  picturesque  than  I  have 
had  on  this  Good  Friday  of  the  year  of  grace  1902. 

A.  A. 


EEPOKTS  EE  PROSPECTS  OF 
FISHING  IN  NORWAY,  1902. 


[Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson,  Sons,  k  Co.,  Ltd.,  of 
Hull,  kindly  send  me  the  following  notes. — Ed.] 

From  Bachke  &  Co.,  Trondhjem,  March  12, 
1902  :— 

"Fishing  Rivers. — Replying  to  your  inquiry  we 
may  state  that  there  is  this  winter  in  all  Northern 
Norway  a  great  mass  of  snow,  in  fact  much  more 
than  for  many  years  past.  We  do  not  think  this 
will  necessarily  make  spring  much  later  than  usual, 
as  this  will  depend  on  the  weather,  but  there  is 
sure  to  be  a  lot  of  water  in  the  rivers,  or  perhaps 
in  some  rivers  floods  if  the  warm  weather  sets  in 
suddenly.  Otherwise  it  is  impossible  to  give  any 
forecast  of  what  the  salmon  fishing  is  going  to  be 
like." 

From  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund,  N.,  March 
19,  1902:  — 

"  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  I  beg  to  give  you  the 
following  information  which  I  have  obtained  from 
one  of  the  fishermen  in  the  Suldal  River  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  fishing  rivers  and  the  prospects  of 
fishing  for  the  coming  season.  He  says  :  Kb  there 
this  winter  is  lying  a  lot  of  snow  on  all  the 
mountains  the  water  in  the  Suldal  River,  "  Driva," 
is  expected  to  be  very  high,  which  again  will  cause 
an  early  appearance  of  salmon  in  the  river.  It  is 
also  expected,  on  account  of  the  above  named,  that 
the  water  will  keep  in  a  low  temperature,  which  is 
of  great  importance  for  good  fishing,  especially  in 
the  last  months  of  the  season.  There  has  now, 
both  by  the  Government  and  by  private  people, 
been  made  guards  against  any  swelling  of  the  river 
to  prevent  the  water  from  being  muddy  and  thereby 
spoil  the  fishing.  It  is  expected  that  the  coming 
season  will  be  a  good  one." 


From  0.  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  March  10,  1902:  — 
"  My  friends  here,  who  are  in  connection  with 
fishing,  inform  me  that  there  has  been  much  snow 
all  over  Western  Norway,  and  this  is  now  com- 
mencing to  dissolve.  If  the  spring  is  not  too 
warm,  so  that  the  rivers  swell  up  at  once,  but  get 
filled  gradually,  there  will  be  suitable  water  all 
the  season  both  in  rivers  and  lakes,  and  the  salmon 
fishing  as  well  as  trout  fishing  will  be  very  good. 
I  am  communicating  with  friends  in  Sogne  and 
Nordfjord,  and  will  inform  you  of  their  reply. 

"  March  21. — I  have  now  received  reply  from  my 
friends  in  Sogne  and  Nordfjord  who  express  exactly 
the  same  as  my  friends  here,  that  it  altogether 
depends  on  the  weather  in  the  spring  not  melting 
the  snow  too  quick  but  gradually,  so  that  the  rivers 
get  fishable  water." 

From  F.  Reinhardt  &  Co.,'  Christiansand,  S., 
March  14,  1902  :— 

"  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rivers  are  still 
frozen  up,  so  we  carmot  tell  anything  yet  as  regards 
the  prospects  of  fishing.  These  largely  depend 
upon  the  water  supply  in  the  rivers  during  the 
summer,  so  that  in  dry  summers  the  fishing  is 
generally  poor ;  it  is,  however,  impossible  to  fore- 
tell anything  with  certainty  now.  There  is  only 
little  snow  in  the  coast  districts  just  now,  but  up 
country  there  is  more  and  ample  to  give  good  water 
supply  in  spring.  We  note  that  you  wish  informa- 
tion about  these  matters  from  time  to  time." 


A  COTSWOLD  TROUT  STREAM.* 


It  is  with  a  heavy  sigh  that  I  take  from  the 
shelf  that  charming  book,  "  A  Cotswold  Village  : 
or  Country  Life  and  Pursuits  in  Gloucestershire." 
The  red  cloth  binding  is  so  familiar,  for  I  have  read 
the  vohnne  many  times.  It  has  been  placed  in  a 
favourite  corner  of  my  shelves,  its  near  neighbours 
being  "Walton's  (!ompleat  Angler,"  "White's 
Selborne,"  "  On  a  Sunshine  Holiday,"  "  Howitt's 
Msits  to  Remarkable  Places,"  "Salad  for  the 
Solitary,"  and  other  delightful,  gossipy  tomes 
which  can  always  be  relied  upon  to  solace  a  weary 
hour  and  soothe  a  tired  brain  as  does  tobacco  or 
soft  music. 

I  sigh  as  I  take  the  familiar  and  loved  volume  in 
hand,  because  I  have  but  just  heard  of  the  death 
of  the  author,  Mr.  .7.  Arthur  Gibbs— a  gifted  young 
man,  one  whom  Shakespeare  would  have  called 
"a  sweete  gentleman,"  a  sportsman,  an  angler,  a 
poet,  and  a  true  lover  of  nature.  Mr.  J.  Arthur 
Gibbs  passed  away  at  the  age  of  thirty.  His  life 
was  far  too  short  for  friendship,  but  not  for  fame ; 
his  charming  volume  has  established  a  reputation 
which  has  shed  lustre  on  his  native  Gloucestershire. 

Joseph  Arthur  Gibbs  was  one  of  those  rare 
natures  who  combine  a  love  of  outdoor  life,  cricket 
and  sport  of  every  kind,  with  a  refined  and 
scholarly  taste  for  literature.  He  had  a  keen 
observation  for  every  detail  in  nature,  and  from  a 
habit  of  patient  watchfulness  he  acquired  great 
knowledge  of  natural  history.  From  his  grand- 
father, the  late  Sir  Arthur  Hallam  Elton,  he 
inherited  his  taste  for  literary  work,  and  the  deep 
poetical  feeling  revealed  so  clearly  in  his  book. 

"A  Cotswold  Village"  is  illustrated  by  Miss 
Brickdale,  the  lady  who  has  won  the  distinction 
of  being  elected  to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Painters. 
By  the  courtesy  of  the  publisher,  John  Murray,  I 
am  enabled  to  give  a  couple  of  illustrations  from  a 
delightful  volume,  and  to  quote  much  of  one 
chapter.  I  feel  sure  that  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  regret,  as  I  regret,  the 
loss  of  J.  Arthur  Gibbs  when  they  have  read  his 
description  of 

A  Cotswold  Trout  Stream, 
"  There  are  few  trout  streams,  to  my  mind,  more 
delightful  from  the  angler's  point  of  view  than  the 
Gloucestershire  Coin.  Rising  a  few  miles  from 
Cheltenham,  it  runs  into  the  Thames  near 
Lechlade,  and  affords  some  fifteen  miles  or  more 
of  excellent  fishing.  The  scenery  is  of  that  quiet 
and  homely  type  that  belongs  so  exclusively  to  the 
chalk  and  limestone  streams  of  the  South  of 
England. 

"  From  its  source  to  the  point  at  which  it  joins  the 
Isis,  the  Coin  flows  continuously  through  a  series  of 
parks  and  small  well-wooded  demesnes,  varied  with 
picturesque  Cotswold  villages  and  rich  water 
meadows.    It  swells  out  into  fishable  proportions 

♦  "  A  Cotswold  Village."  John  Murray,  Albemarle- 
street,  W. 
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just  above  Lord  Eldon's  Stowell  property,  steals 
gently  past  his  beautiful  woods  at  Chedworth,  and 
the  Eoman  villa  discovered  a  few  years  ago,  then 
onward  through  the  quaint  old-world  villages  of 
Fossbridge  to  Winson  and  Coin  St.  Dennis.  Though 
not  a  hundred  miles  from  London,  this  part  of 
Gloucestershire  is  one  of  the  most  primitive  and 
old-fashioned  districts  in  England. 

"  On  leaving  Winson  the  Coin  widens  out  con- 
siderably ....  It  flows  through  the  picturesque 
hamlet  of  Ablingbon,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
old  Elizabethan  manor  house,  over  an  artificial 
fall  in  the  garden,  and  passes  onward  on  its  secluded 
way  through  lovely  woodland  scenery  until  it 
reaches  the  village  of  Bibury ;  here  it  runs  for 
nearly  half  a  mile  parallel  with  the  main  street  of 
the  village,  and  then  enters  the  grounds  of  Biburv 
Court. 

"  I  know  no  prettier  village  in  England  than 
Bibury,  and  no  snugger  hostelry  than  the  Swan. 
The  landlady  of  this  inn  has  a  nice  little  stretch 
of  water  for  the  use  of  those  who  find  their  way  to 
Bibury,  and  a  pleasanter  place  wherein  to  spend  a 
few  quiet  days  could  not  be  found  ....  After 
leaving  the  stately  pile  of  Hatherop  Castle  and 
Williamstrip  Park  on  the  left,  the  Coin  flows 
silently  onwards  through  the  delightful  demesne 
of  Fairford  Park.  Here  the  stream  has  been 
broadened  out  into  a  lake  of  some  depth  and  size, 
and  holds  some  very  large  fish.  Another  mile  and 
Fairford  town  is  reached  ....  There  are  several 
miles  of  good  fishing  at  the  Bull,  as  many  an 
Oxonian  has  discovered." 

In  page  after  page  the  author  goes  on  to  describe 
the  lovely  scenery  of  the  Coin.    Very  appropriately 


hooked,  of  pulling  three  times  their  real  weight. 
The  April  fishing,  at  all  events  after  the  middle  of 
the  month,  is  very  delightful  in  this  river.  One 
does  not  actually  kill  many  fish,  for  a  large  number 

are  caught  and  returned  I'ntilthe  'fly  is  up,' 

the  April  flies,  especially  the  Olive  Dun,  are  all 
that  are  necessary.  For  a  couple  of  weeks  before 
the  '  fly-fishers'  carnival  '  sport  is  always  un- 
certain The  food   on   the  Coin   is  most 

abundant,  and  to  this  nmst  be  attributed  the 
extraordinary  size  of  the  fish  as  compared  with  the 
depth  and  bulk  of  water.  That  one  hundred  and 
fifty  brace  of  trout,  averaging  a  pound  in  weight, 
are  taken  with  rod  and  line  each  year  on  a  stretch 
of  water  two  miles  in  length,  and  varying  in  depth 
from  two  to  three  feet,  with  a  few  deep  holes,  the 
width  of  the  water  being  not  more  than  thirty  feet 
for  the  most  part,  is  sufficient  proof  that  there  is 
abundance  of  food  in  the  river  " 

To  sum  up,  the  River  Coin  affords  excellent  sport 
amid  surroundings  seldom  to  be  found  in  these 
days.  The  whole  country  reminds  one  of  the  days 
of  Merrie  England,  so  quaint  and  rural  are  the 
scenes.  In  conclusion,  .J.  Arthur  Gibbs,  in  a  burst 
of  enthusiasm,  quotes  again  from  Charles  Kingsley, 
for  what  was  true  when  that  lover  of  nature  wrote 
fifty  years  ago  is  true  now  of  this  still  primitive 
and  sweet  part  of  Gloucestershire. 

"  Come,  then,  you  who  want  pleasant  fishing 
days  withoub  the  waste  of  time  and  trouble  and 
expense  involved  in  two  hundred  miles  of  railway 
journey,  and  country  inns  where  you  can  always 
get  a  good  dinner;  or,  better  still,  to  pleasant 
country  houses  where  you  can  always  get  good 
society— to  rivers  which  always  fish  brimful,  instead 


fish  moving  the  night  before  had  been  marked  to 
pay  toll  to  the  first  flood.  Yesterday  a  placid  sort 
of  stream  at  its  neck  had  permitted  the  use  of  a 
salmon  fly  towards  dusk,  and  in  this  stream,  though 
the  fly  was  offered  in  vain,  the  fish  were  obviously 
lymg.  To-day  the  stream  is  a  mill-race  flecked 
with  foam,  while  the  stiller  parts  of  the  pool- 
yesterday  so  clear  and  quiet— are  simply  a 
rush  of  roaring  water  on  the  far  side,  a  swift-pacing 
shallow  on  the  near,  for  the  river  has  encroached 
on  the  broad  and  stony  shore.  Yet  the  pool  is 
fished,  and  fished  carefully,  in  the  vaia  hope  that 
the  fly  will  sweep  over  some  unknown  "  lie  "  in 
this  state  of  water,  and  the  angler  will  feel  the 
thrill  which  comes  of  a  freshly  hooked  fish  in  a 
heavy  water.  Half-way  down  false  hopes  are 
raised.  Something  takes  the  fly  below  the  water 
as  it  IS  swept  round  at  express  speed  in  the  rapid 
current.  The  rod  bends,  and  there  is  a  gleam  of 
silver.  For  a  moment,  but  for  a  moment  only, 
one  thinks  it  is  a  fish;  the  next  a  three-quarter 
pound  sea-trout  is  kicking  on  the  surface  as  it 
is  dragged  ignominiously  ashore.  Thereafter  one 
wanders  disconsolately  down  the  river  towards  the 
sea,  some  half-a-mile  distant,  wondering  how  the 
rainfall  of  the  district  has  acquired  the  bad  habit 
of  concentrating  itself  into  one  day.  Presently  one 
comes  to  the  big  tidal  pool  above  the  bridge— a 
pool  in  great  repute  for  sea-trout,  or  fish  of  the 
sea-trout  kind,  if  you  will  condescend  to  put  on  a 
worm.  The  sea-trout  will,  of  course,  take  the  fly  in 
this  pool,  but  they  are  never  very  keen  on  it,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  you  will  kill  ten  or  even  a 
dozen  with  a  worm  for  one  you  will  take  with  the 
fly.    Being  a  broad  and  deep  pool  at  the  top  it  is 


A  bridcie  over  the  Cola 


does  he  quote  Kingsley 's  praise  of  such  a  charming 
stream. 

"  Let  the  Londoner  have  his  six  weeks  every 
year  among  crag  and  heather,  and  return  with 
lungs  expanded  and  muscles  braced  to  his  nine 
months'  prison.  The  countryman,  who  needs  no 
such  change  of  air  and  scene,  will  prefer  more 
homelike,  though  more  homely,  pleasures.  Dearer 
to  him  than  wild  cataracts  or  alpine  glens  are  the 
still  hidden  streams  which  Bewick  has  immortalised 
in  his  vignettes  and  Creswick  in  his  pictures.  Tlie 
long  grassy  shallow,  paved  with  yellow  gravel, 
where  he  wades  up  between  low  walls  of  fern- 
fringed  rock,  beneath  nut  and  oak  and  alder,  to  the 
low  bar  over  which  the  stream  comes  swirling  and 
dimpling,  as  the  water-ousel  flits  piping  before 
him,  and  the  murmur  of  the  ringdove  comes  soft 
and  sleepy  through  the  wood— there,  as  he  wades, 
he  sees  a  hundred  sights  and  hears  a  hundred  tones 
which  are  hidden  from  the  traveller  on  the  dusty 
highway  above." 

Returning  to  his  own  observations  the  author 
proceeds.  "  Let  us  see  what  sort  of  sport  may  be 
had  in  the  Coin.  To  begin  with,  it  must  be 
described  as  a  '  May  Fly  '  stream.  This  means,  of 
course,  that  there  is  a  tremendous  rise  of  fly  early 
in  June,  with  the  inevitable  slack  time  before  and 
after  the  May  Fly  time. 

"But  there  is  much  pleasant  angling  to  be  had 
at  other  times.  The  season  begins  at  the  end  of 
March,  when  a  few  small  fish  are  rising,  and  may 
be  caught  with  the  March  Brown  or  the  Blue 
and  Olive  Duns.  Few  big  fish  are  in  condition 
until  May,  but  much  sport  can  be  had  with  the 
smaller  ones  all  through  April.  The  half-pounders 
fight  splendidly,  and  give  one  the  idea,  on  being 


of  being,  as  these  mountain  ones  are,  very  like  a 
turnpike  road  for  three  weeks,  and  then  like  bottled 
porter  for  three  days— to  streams  on  which  you 
have  strong  south-west  breezes  for  a  week  together 
on  a  clear  fishing  water,  instead  of  having,  as  on 
these  mountain  ones,  foul  rain  spate  as  long  as  the 
wind  is  south-west,  and  clearing  water  when  the 
wind  chops  up  to  the  north— streams,  in  a  word, 
where  you  may  kill  fish  four  days  out  of  five  from 
April  to  October,  instead  of  having,  as  you  will 
most  probably  on  the  mountain,  just  one  day's 
sport  in  the  whole  of  your  month's  holiday." 

But  cJiacun  d  son  gout  !    The  mountain  stream 
has  plenty  of  advocates  as  eloquent  as  Kingsley.  , 
I  close  the  pages  of  "A  Cotswold  Village"  with  I 
another  thought  of  regret  for  the  gifted  author  so  ! 
prematurely  snatched  away  from  the  scenes  he  i 
loved,  and  which  he  has  so  lovingly  and  gracefully 
described.    I  close  the  pages,  but  only  for  a  time  ; 
when  the  "  May  Fly  is  up  "  I  shall  certainly  open 
them  again  and  read,  I  hope,  on  the  bank  of  the 
rippling  Coin,  for  this  book  has  made  me  long  to 
be  there.  Felix  Penxe. 


A  TAKE  OF  TIDAL  TEOUT. 

It  is  a  platitude  of  experience  to  say  that  in 
angling  things  are  apt  to  go  contrary.  Yesterday 
I  was  endeavouring  to  find  enough  water  to  excuse 
the  use  of  a  salmon  fly ;  to-day  in  the  swirling  rush 
of  a  mighty  spate  one  cannot  find  a  single  spot  in 
the  river  running  from  bank  to  brae  over  which  a 
fly  can  be  worked  with  the  certainty  that  there 
will  be  a  fish  below  holding  its  own  with  tumultuous 
waters.    The  lowest  pool  on  which  I  saw  many 


j  almost  fishable  even  with  the  fly  to-day,  and  a 
j  cast  of  sea-trout  flies  is  mounted,  and  just  above 
the  pool  there  is  a  broad  shallow  with  plenty  of 
nice  little  runs  and  resting  places,  but  over  all  these 
the  flies  are  worked  without  a  rise.    Tlie  pool 
proper  has  a  tumultuous  neck  at  the  far  side,  with 
a  smooth  glide  on  this  side.    It  gradually  becomes 
a  smooth  running  pool  some  three  feet  deep  with  a 
sandy  bottom,  while  the  set  of  the  cun-ent  as  it 
sweeps  round  from  the  neck  is  towards  the  bank 
on  which  the  angler  stands.    No  doubt  to-day 
from  whete  the  smoother  water  begins  right  down 
to  the  tail  of  the  pool,  and  all  across  it,  many  sea- 
trout  are  lying.    Two  short  rises  give  colour  to  the 
belief,  but  four  subsequent  "goings  over"  rather 
shakes  one's  faith.    Why  not  try  the  worm — the 
lure  for  the  pool  ?    No  sooner  said  than  done.  The 
very  first  time  the  worm  runs  down  the  line  twitches 
and  then  tightens,  then  twitches  again,  and  a  sea- 
trout  is  hooked.    He  is  given  but  little  quarter, 
though  in  the  heavy  water  he  fights  harder  than 
most  pounders  before  he  is  led  to  the  net.  Even 
in  the  haste  to  haul  your  bait  in  something  about 
the  fish  arrests  your  eye.    It  is  a  sea-trout,  yet  it 
looks  far  more  like  a  common  trout  that  has  gone 
down  to  the  sea.    The  next  fish— and  you  get  him 
at  once — has  the  same  look,  and  the  next  and  the 
next,  for  the  fun  is  fast  and  furious,  and  every  cast 
yields  a  "  bite  "  and  a  fish.    None  of  them  are  over 
l^lb.,  and  most  of  them  are  about  fib. — pretty  fish 
to  look  at — good  for  the  table  you  know,  and  hard 
fighters,  but  differing  in  some  way  from  the  ordinary 
sea-trout.    They  are  rather  longer  in  the  body, 
have  a  greeny-yellow  look,  and  their  scales  are 
looser  and  not  so  thick.    The  writer  has  killed 
similar  fish  in  the  salt-water  rivers  of  the  outer 
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islands  and  in  the  tidal  pools  of  waters  further  west. 
They  are  simply  a  variety  of  the  sea-trout — a  nearer 
link  in  the  chain  of  evolution  which  joins  the 
common  trout  and  the  sea-trout.  Their  home  is 
the  brackish  head  of  the  long  sea-loch  below,  into 
which  two  rivers  and  many  burns  flow.  To-day,  it 
you  look  down  the  loch,  you  will  see  that  the  rival 
sea  of  roaring  war  has  embrowned  its  waters  for  a 
mile  or  two.  The  spate  has  drawn  up  the  fish 
from  the  loch,  and  there  are  probably  some  hundreds 
in  the  pool.  Thirty  minutes'  fishing  has  yielded 
almost  a  fish  a  minute.  To  kill  more  would  be 
slaughter,  for  they  make  a  nice  basket  these  twenty- 
seven  or  twenty-eight  fish.  But  you  value  them 
less  than  the  discovery  of  a  new  problem  which 
keeps  you  thinking  hard  during  your  ten  mile 
drive  home.  Hamish  Stuart. 


THE  EVENING  AND  THE 
MOENING. 


THE  PAESON  AND  THE  PIKE 
It  was  the  commencement  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  1898.  I  had  strolled  along  the  road  running 
round  the  head  of  the  lake,  a  private  water  which 
I  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  fishing,  during  the 
mcrning,  and  observing  the  sudden  jumps  of  small 
roach  shoals  accompanied  by  an  occasional  eddy  in 
the  water,  concluded  that  Esox  was  fairly  on  the 
feed. 

This  to  me  was  rather  galling  ;  my  tackle  was  in 
a  deplorable  condition,  and  of  course  I  had  put  off 
renewing  it  until  the  last  moment.  The  new  stock 
should  have  arrived  that  morning,  but  it  had  not. 
However,  I  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  what  I 
had,  and  in  the  afternoon  started  li\  e-baiting  with 
small  roach. 

Without  moving  from  one  spot  I  had  twelve 
runs,  grassing  seven  fish,  best  81b.,  and  had  come 
to  the  end  of  the  bait  and  my  last  flight  of  hooks 
simultaneously.  There  was  still  an  hour's  daylight 
left.  It  was  very  annoying  ;  but  while  arranging 
with  Mr.  G.,  who  had  been  an  onlooker,  to  meet 
the  following  day  and  have  another  try  for  them,  I 
remembered  that  I  had  some  loose,  eyed  eel-hooks 
and  brass  wire  in  my  bag. 

In  five  minutes  a  flight  was  manufactured,  and, 
pickmg  up  a  discarded  bait  (dead),  I  cast.  It  was 
taken  almost  immediately,  and  on  striking  I  knew 
I  was  fast  in  a  fine  fish.  The  line  was  in  a  very 
delicate  state  of  health,  so  it  behoved  me  to  play 
him  most  carefully,  and  play  him  carefully  I  did 
for  'a  good  twenty  minutes  ;  then,  getting  him  to 
the  edge,  G.  tried  the  landing-net,  but  that  was  out 
of  the  question  on  account  of  their  relative  propor- 
tions, the  greater  would  not  go  into  the  less.  Away 
he  went  again  for  another  ten  minutes,  and  I  was 
once  more  getting  him  to  bank  when  the  line  fouled 
the  reel,  and  before  I  could  clear  it  he  plunged  and 
broke  away.  G.  and  I  stood  bemoaning  the  loss 
for  half-an-hour,  and  then  in  the  fast  deepening 
twilight  one  of  my  youngsters  spied  the  float  being 
towed  steadily  from  one  island  towards  another, 
where  it  was  lost  in  the  shadows. 

Next  day  I  met  G.  at  the  same  spot.  I  had  put 
my  rod  together  and  was  straightening  out  the  line 
— the  new  stock  having  providentially  arrived — 
when  we  observed  the  float  proceeding  slowly  from 
the  island  towards  a  bed  of  weeds. 

Attaching  a  "  Jardine"  snap  and  ledger  lead  to 
the  line  I  made  a  good  cast,  got  foul  of  the  old  one 
and  soon  had  him  in  the  belt  of  reeds  fringing  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  for  he  was  a  very  different  fish 
to  what  he  had  been  the  previous  evening.  G.,  who 
had  brought  his  gafit'  without  a  handle,  heroically 
wielded  that  weapon,  covering  himself  with  glory, 
and  other  things,  as  he  got  up  to  his  middle  during 
the  operation. 

This  was  the  gamest  pike  I  ever  tackled.  He 
scaled  12Ib.,  but  was  out  of  condition,  and  was  as 
fine  drawn  as  a  greyhound. 

I  cannot  call  to  mind  having  seen  a  fish  more 
securely  hooked  ;  one  of  the  eel-hooks  had  caught 
in  the  middle  of  the  lower  jaw,  passing  right  round 
the  bone,  so  that  barring  breakage  it  would  have 
held  till  doomsday. 

The  excitement  attendant  on  this  capture  being 
somewhat  abated,  and  my  two  small  boys  having 
secured  a  supply  of  bait,  I  again  took  up  position 
in  the  favoured  spot.  One  of  the  lads  stood  on  my 
immediate  left,  and  directly  in  front  of  him,  with 
its  handle  resting  on  the  reeds  and  its  bag,  contain- 
ing about  a  dozen  small  roach,  in  the  water,  was 
the  landing-net, 


Presently  the  handle  commenced  to  move  in  the 
most  mysterious  manner;  this  we  watched,  and 
concluded  that  a  pike  was  fooling  around  after  the 
spare  bait ;  so  my  boy  caught  hold,  made  a  grand 
heave,  and  then  incontinently  sat  down  ;  but  in  his 
effort  he  had  exposed  to  view  the  head  and 
shoulders  of  a  5-pounder.  He  replaced  the  net, 
and  just  then  up  walked  the  Vicar  and  his  guest, 
Mr.  St.  J.  M. 

"  Well  met,"  I  observed.  "  If  any  doubt  of  my 
veracity  as  a  fisherman  is  entertained  when  I  speak 
of  this,  I  can  produce  the  Vicar  in  verification." 

"  My  evidence  goes  so  far  as  seeing  a  small  boy 
suddenly  sit  down  and  hearing  the  splash  of  what 
was  probably  a  fish,  if  that  is  of  any  use  to  you. 
What's  the  joke  ?  " 

An  explanation  followed. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  he  continued,  "  I  can  quite  under- 
stand it.  You  know  the  pike's  teeth  run  in  a  back- 
ward direction,  and  no  doubt  they  got  caught  in  the 
net.  I  rather  thinlc  that  had  I  been  in  the  boy's 
place  I  should  have  landed  him  with  a  steady  pull. 
By  Jove  !  there  it  goes  again." 

Sure  enough  the  net  was  again  on  the  move. 
The  Parson  took  one  step  forward  and  grasjjed  the 
handle  in  his  good  right  hand  ;  a  gentle  pull,  then 
both  came  into  requisition,  and,  bending  his  back 
to  it,  slowly  but  surely  he  drew  the  fish,  not  the 
one  I  had  seen  before,  but  a  much  larger  one,  over 
the  belt  of  reeds  on  to  the  bank  ;  then  it  freed 
itself.  Quick  as  lightning  the  Parson  stepped 
between  it  and  the  water,  and  planted  his  left  toe 
on  Mr.  Pike's  occiput.  Then  ensued  a  scene  of  the 
wildest  excitement.  G.  and  my  two  boys  hurried 
to  his  assistance,  and  all  started  footing  the  unfor- 
tunate fish  up  the  bank.  It  was  excruciatingly 
funny  to  St.  J.  M.  and  me,  but  painful  to  the 
Parson.  During  the  scrimmage  a  yell  of  anguish 
rent  the  welkin  ;  its  meaning  was  soon  apparent. 
Having  accomplished  their  object  and  landed  the 
fish  high  and  dry  on  the  road,  St.  J.  M.  adminis- 
tered tbe  coup  de  grace  with  a  golf  club,  while  the 
Parson  performed  &,  pas  de  seul  on  his  left  leg,  with 
his  right  knee  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
mouth  and  both  hands  grasping  the  ankle,  vowing 
vengeance  on  the  miscreant  who  had  hacked  him, 
could  he  be  identified.  This  ankle  was  a  vulnerable 
spot,  which  he  had  acquired  in  conjunction  with 
his  "  Blue  "  at  Oxford. 

All  things  come  to  an  end,  as  did  the  Parson's 
terpsicliorean  performance  and  the  laughter. 
Then  arose  the  question,  W^hy  this  thusness  ?  Why 
not  have  used  the  gaff?  Throughout  the  turmoil 
G.  had  been  frantically  waving  his  handleless 
weapon,  in  the  thick  of  the  scrum,  to  the  imminent 
peril  of  all,  and  no  one  had  thought  of  putting  it  to 
its  legitimate  use. 

The  fish  scaled  lO.jlb.,  and  paired  well  with  the 
one  that  had  taken  me  an  evening  and  a  morning 
to  capture. 

In  addition  to  the  above  my  day's  take  consisted 
of  five  other  pike,  261b.,  and  three  perch,  TJlb. 
This,  in  conjunction  with  seven  bream,  291b.,  caught 
by  my  two  boys,  constituted  a  very  fair  load  for 
the  three  of  us  to  carry  a  couple  of  miles. 

I  strung  the  large  ones  on  the  landing-net  handle 
and  hoisted  them  over  my  shoulder,  and  to  this 
day,  whenever  I  think  of  the  adventure,  I  picture 
myself  trudging  along  with  those  fish  hanging  down 
my  back,  and  am  strongly  reminded  of  cod-liver 
oil.  X.  S.  E. 


A  COERESPONDBNT  WRITES  FROM  SaN  ReMO  I — The 

regatta  had  excellent  weather,  and  was  in  every  way  a 
success.  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  the  Abruzzes  was  active 
the  whole  week  as  president  of  the  jury.  He  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  personally.  First  day — Mr.  Clarke's 
Kariad  beat  Mr.  Kennedy's  Sybarita  in  the  over 
20  tons  race ;  Mr.  Paget's  Caprice  was  first  of  the 
10  to  20  tons ;  and  Lord  Wolverton's  MolUj  beat  the 
Duke's  Nella  (5  to  10  tons).  Second  day — Kariad  and 
Caprice  both  won  again ;  but  Nella  beat  Molly.  Third 
day — Kariad  won  the  King  of  Italy's  Cup ;  Caprice 
won  the  San  Eemo  Cup ;  and  Nella  won  the  Marine 
Minister's  Cup.  His  Royal  Highness  resided  at  the 
Grand  Hotel  Royal,  and  gave  an  olficial  dinner  on 
Tuesday  (March  18).  Mr.  Marini,  proprietor  of  the 
Hotel  Savoy,  gave  a  very  fashionable  ball  to  the  Royal 
Italian  Yacht  Club,  the  officers  of  the  warships,  and 
the  Foreign  Colony  at  San  Remo.  At  the  Grand  Hotel 
Bellevue,  Count  Rovasenda  entertained  the  Duke 
at  a  farewell  breakfast,  to  which  were  invited  the 
aristocracy,  native  and  foreign,  now  on  the  Italian 
Riviera.  This  rechercM  dejeuner  did  ample  credit  to 
the  renown  of  the  Bellevue's  cuisine,  and  was  the 
crowning  incident  of  the  regatta  festivities. 


FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  IN  THE 
NOKTH-WEST  OF  CANADA. 


Having  spent  six  months  of  last  year  in  the 
North-West  of  Canada,  I  trust  that  the  following 
brief  account  of  sport  there  may  prove  of  some 
interest  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  But  I 
must  commence  by  saying  that  I  have  no  tales  to 
relate  of  great  bags  of  trout  or  salmon,  as  where  I 
was  "  located  "  these  fish  were  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  My  experiences  relate  to  the  province 
of  Assiniboia,  about  300  miles  west  of  Winnipeg. 
The  station  of  our  small  town  was  just  1723  miles 
from  Montreal,  in  about  the  centre  of  the  enormous 
plain  which  extends  some  1000  miles  west  of 
Winnipeg,  and  which  is  the  finest^or  one  of  the 
finest — wheat  producing  country  on  the  surface  of 
the  globe.  In  the  rolling  prairie,  which  is  all  the  eye 
sees  around  on  every  side,  no  trout  streams  are  to 
be  found,  but  there  are  lakes  full  of  fish,  and  it  is 
of  one  of  these  I  would  relate. 

About  twenty  miles  north  of  where  I  was  staying 
is  an  extraordinary  "  crack  "  in  the  otherwise  flat 
prairie.  This  "crack"  is  a  valley— called  the 
Qu'Appelle  Valley — which  runs  for  some  hundreds 
of  miles.  It  is  from  400ft.  to  500ft.  in  depth,  and, 
roughly  speaking,  about  one  mile  across.  The  sides 
of  the  valley  are  very  precipitous,  and  are  covered 
with  small  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  which  in  the  summer 
and  "  fall "  are  radiant  with  foliage.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  runs  the  Qu'Appelle  Eiver, 
and  this  flows  into  a  large  lake  called  Crooked 
Lake.  This  piece  of  water  is  about  seven  miles 
long,  and  varies  in  width,  in  most  places  the  best 
part  of  a  mile  across.  This  lake  is  a  favourite 
resort  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months,  and 
people  who  can  get  away  from  their  farms  or 
business  encamp  alongside.  I  spent  about  three 
weeks  there  at  the  end  of  August  and  part  of 
September,  when  the  weather  was  simply  perfect 
— every  day  a  bright,  warm  sun  in  a  blue,  cloudless 
sky.  My  tent  was  pitched  about  ten  yards  from 
the  edge  of  the  lake,  the  ground  sloping  down 
gradually  to  the  water.  The  lake  is  fringed  with 
bushes  and  scrub,  and  I  cut  an  opening  through 
these,  so  that  lying  on  my  camp-bed  I  could  see 
right  across  the  water  to  some  rising  ground  on  the 
other  side,  where  the  "  tepees "  of  an  Indian 
encampment  were  visible.  Also,  there  was  to  be 
seen  a  remnant  of  superstition  in  the  shape  of  a 
man's  white  shirt,  hung  up  high  on  one  of  the  trees 
to  keep  off  the  "  evil  spirits  "  ! 

I  should  say  that  Crooked  Lake  is  really  part  of 
an  "Indian  reserve."  This  particular  "reserve" 
is  about  fifty  miles  square,  and  is  kept  entirely  for 
the  North  American  Indians.  I  forget  the  number 
on  this  one,  but  I  believe  they  belonged  to  the 
"  Crees  "  tribe.  Some  of  the  "  Chiefs  "  used  to 
come  now  and  then  to  our  camp,  and  were  delighted 
if  we  gave  them  anything  in  the  shape  of  food — 
especially  fish.  They  were  always  friendly  and 
civil,  and  seemed  rather  pleased  than  otherwise  to 
meet  the  "  pale  faces  "  by  the  lake.  Some  of  them 
were  fine  men,  with  the  dignified  appearance 
peculiar  to  their  race,  and  their  manners  and 
movements  were  far  above  those  of  our  impertinent 
and  vulgar  "  'Arries  "  and  "  'Arriets  "  ! 

The  fish  in  Crooked  Lake  were  ot  several  kinds. 
What  were  called  "  pickerel "  were,  I  think,  the 
most  numerous,  but  pike,  perch,  and  a  fresh-water 
mullet,  locally  called  "  suckers,"  were  in  great 
quantities.  The  pickerel  were,  to  my  mind,  a  kind 
of  "  pike-perch,"  of  the  shape  of  perch,  though  not 
the  colour,  but  with  a  huge  back  fin  with  sharp 
points.  But  the  mouth  was  much  more  bony  and 
hard  than  that  of  an  ordinary  perch.  These  fish  in 
the  evening  used  to  rise  in  places  thick  with  them, 
and  were  of  all  sizes,  from  ^Ib.  to  61b.  The  larger 
number  ran  from  about  21b.  to  41b.,  and  when 
hooked  fought  like  demons.  They  would  some- 
times take  a  large  gaudily-dressed  fly,  but  one  had 
to  strike  so  hard  to  get  the  hook  in  that  you  either 
often  broke  the  gut  or,  as  I  frequently  did,  hooked 
the  fish  lightly,  and  lost  it. 

The  way  I  generally  caught  them  was  with  a 
spoon-bait — which  they  took  eagerly — and  light 
tackle,  and  to  get  one  of  these  pickerel  about  31b. 
to  41b.  was  great  sport,  as  they  were  never 
conquered  till  you  had  them  in  the  net.  At  one 
part  of  the  lake  a  point  ran  out  some  one  hundred 
yards  or  more,  and  round  that  point  was  the 
favourite  place  for  these  fish.  Pike  were  to  be 
found  there  too,  and  in  a  couple  of  hours  in  the 
evening  it  was  bad  luck  if  you  didn't  get  some 
201b.  or  301b.  of  fish.    We  never  got  any  very  large 
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pike — I  think  12lb.  was  our  biggest — but  there 
must  be  some  "  whoppers  "  about.  The  lake  was 
a  lovely  one  to  bathe  in,  as  the  sides  slope 
gradually  down,  but  in  the  middle  it  is  very  deep, 
and  I  daresay  the  big  pike  lie  out  there.  There 
must  also  be  some  big  perch,  if  one  could  find  out 
their  particular  haunts.  Unfortunately,  in  these 
out-of-the-way  places  boats  are  not  to  be  had  for 
the  hiring.  We  had  only  one — a  flat-bottomed 
"  tub  "  of  amateur  construction — a  good,  safe  boat 
for  ladies  and  children,  but  not  one  in  which  to  go 
some  distance  "prospecting"  for  fishing-grounds, 
especially  with  the  chance  of  having  a  hard  row 
home  against  a  strong  wind.  But  fishing  was  not 
the  only  sport,  as  at  one  end  of  the  lake,  close  by 
where  the  tents  were  usually  pitched,  was  a  large 
marsh,  literally  teeming  with  wild  duck  and  teal. 
Unfortunately,  the  reeds  that  grew  in  it  were  so 
high  and  matted  together  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  a  boat  through,  and  wading  was  out  of  the 
question  in  about  six  feet  of  mud  and  water.  Still, 
early  in  the  day,  about  sunrise,  one  could  get  some 
nice  shooting  when  the  duck  were  moving  about, 
and  in  the  evening,  by  standing  on  the  poiat  before 
mentioned,  some  lovely  shots  were  to  be  had  at 
duck  and  teal  "  flighting."  Fine  sporting  shots, 
high  in  the  air,  and  when  you  fetched  down  an  old 
mallard,  he  fell  with  a  rare  "plop"  into  the 
water.  Round  the  sides  of  the  lake  partridges 
were  occasionally  iound,  and  on  the  "prairie" 
above  chicken  in  great  quantities.  These  birds 
are  like  our  grouse,  only  larger  and  whiter  in 
plumage.  They  are  to  be  found  all  over  the 
prairie,  and  afford  most  excellent  sport  and  eating. 

In  all  the  marshy  pieces  of  ground  on  the 
prairie  wild  duck  swarm,  and  I  have  seen  a  place 
of  about  an  acre,  or  an  acre  and  a  half,  literally 
black  with  them.  The  season  opens  on  Sept.  15, 
when  they  are  fairly  tame  and  easy  to  get  at,  but 
directly  they  have  been  much  fired  at  they  become 
wary  and  shy,  and  then  the  real  sport  of  circum- 
venting th=m  begins.  And  until  the  frost  comes, 
and  the  watsr  g:ts  frozen,  duck  are  always  to  be 
found.  The  supply  seems  unending,  as  the  birds 
are  constantly  moving  from  the  cold  regions  far 
North  to  the  warmer  Southern  climate,  and  you 
catch  them  "  on  the  way."  And  all  this  shooting  is 
in  a  lovely  climate — bright  sunshine  and  blue  skies, 
with  most  magaificent  sunsets.  On  Crooked  Lake 
one  night  in  September  I  saw  the  reflection  of  the 
"Northern  Lights"  over  the  lake — a  beautiful 
sight. 

The  North- West  of  Canada  is  certainly  a  "  far 
cry  "  from  London,  but  it  is  a  grand  place  for 
sport,  and  for  a  poor  man  unequalled — unlimited 
space  to  walk  over,  and  if  settled  in  the  country 
no  shooting  licence  required.  As  a  visitor  I  had  to 
pay  £3  (the  same  as  at  home),  but  having  done 
that  cartridges  were  the  only  other  expense.  All 
you  had  then  to  do  was  to  find  the  birds  (an  easy 
task),  and  on  your  own  skill  depended  the  result  of 
your  "  bag."  It  is  a  grand  country,  and  I  hope  to 
again  soon  find  myself  in  the  free  Wild  West ! 

W.  H.  C. 


LOUGH  DEEG.* 


{Continued  from  page  188.) 

It  was  with  high  spirits  and  renovated  hopes 
that  the  party  set  out  on  foot  for  the  Eed  Lake. 
The  road,  which  after  a  short  time  becomes  little 
better  than  a  footpath,  leads  at  first  up  the  course 
of  the  stream,  but  soon  diverging  begins  to  wind  over 
a  wide  and  lonely  heath.  There  is  no  mistaking 
it,  for  it  is  well  trodden  by  the  feet  of  the  pilgrims 
to  St.  Patrick's  Purgatory,  and  marked  here  and 
there  by  stations  or  places  for  prayer.  Indeed  it 
was  to  the  Purgatory  that  the  fishermen  had  trusted 
for  procuring  a  boat ;  for  boats  are  by  no  means  so 
easily  to  be  obtained  on  this  lake  as  on  Lough 
Melvin.  There  are  no  villages  on  the  shores,  and 
consequently  no  trade  ;  its  islands  are  little  more 
than  heath-covered  rocks,  affording  no  level  surface 
for  cultivation,  and  besides  it  is  by  no  means  a 
first-rate  fishing  lake.  The  only  boats,  therefore, 
are  those  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Purgatory, 
and  the  priests  are  rather  disposed  to  limit  their 
numbers,  and  to  secure  the  two  or  three  that  they  do 
possess  in  a  neighbouring  island  lest  the  resolution 
of  the  penitents  should  fail  them  during  their  trial 


*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.Q. 


and  they  should  be  tempted  to  desert  and  leave 
their  penance  half-finished. 

The  season  of  pilgrimage  had  hardly  yet  com- 
menced, and  there  were  not  above  half-a-dozen 
men  and  women  collected  on  the  shore  when  the 
party  arrived.  Apparently  these  people  had  been 
waiting  there  for  some  time,  not  being  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  make  it  worth  while  sending  a  boat  for 
them.  But  the  arrival  of  the  fishermen  produced 
an  evident  commotion  oh  the  island,  and,  after  a 
great  deal  of  confusion  and  running  about,  a  heavy, 
clumsy-looking  cot,  which  had  been  secured  to  a 
strong  post  in  the  island  by  a  still  stronger  chain 
and  padlock,  was  manned  by  two  sturdy  rowers, 
and  shoved  off  from  the  island  shore. 

The  cot  is  a  rough  sort  of  boat,  very  much  in 
vogue  on  Lough  Erne.  That  whole  lake  is  full  of 
islands,  some  of  which  are  very  large,  and  many 
cultivated  ;  and  thus  the  cot  is  as  necessary  to 
these  aquatic  farms  as  the  cart  or  waggon  would 
be  to  a  farm  on  shore.  It  is  built  somewhat  in  the 
form  of  an  elongated  tablespoon,  with  the  handle 
off;  it  is  of  the  rudest  possible  workmanship, 
frequently  of  unplaned  planks  nailed  together  and 
roughly  calked,  but  without  the  vestige  of  a  keel. 

"  This  is  a  queer  concern,"  said  the  Captain,  as 
this  primitive  conveyance  neared  the  shore ;  "  it 
must  have  been  one  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
ark." 

"  Not  quite  so  ancient  as  that,  though  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  aborigines  must  have 
borrowed  their  idea  from  the  Danes,  which  takes  it 
back  to  very  ancient  times.  The  boat  is  called  a 
scow  every  where  except  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
that  is  a  regular  Danish  word." 

"  They  do  not  seem  much  to  have  improved  in 
their  naval  architecture  since  the  old  days  of  the 
Vikings,"  said  the  Captain. 

"  Don't  you  be  turning  up  your  nose  at  the  native 
manufacture,"  said  the  Parson.  "  If  you  happen 
to  get  a  dry  cot — rather  a  rare  variety,  by  the  way 
— you  will  find  it  answer  a  fisherman's  purpose 
better  than  any  description  of  boat  whatever." 

"  Provided  always  you  have  not  to  pull  it  your- 
self," said  the  Captain. 

"  You  would  be  surprised  if  you  saw  a  Lough 
Erne  boat-race,"  said  the  Parson  :  "  awkward  and 
clumsy  as  it  seems,  if  the  day  should  happen  to  be 
perfectly  still,  it  is  the  cot  that  invariably  wins  the 
race  ;  their  great,  broad,  shallow  frames  seem  to 
slip  over  the  surface  without  touching  it.  But  the 
slightest  breeze  is  fatal  to  them;  they  drop  to 
leeward  as  unresistingly  as  a  floating  plank.  Come, 
in  with  you  I  To-day  is  just  the  day  to  see  them 
to  advantage.  We  will  make  our  bargain  as  we  go 
across." 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  making  the  bargain, 
for  the  fishermen  were  by  far  the  best  pay  of  any 
people  who  were  likely  to  come  to  the  lake,  and 
an  Irishman,  even  though  he  be  the  Charon  of 
Purgatory,  loves  sport  of  any  kind  dearly.  Besides, 
they  were  by  no  means  sure  of  another  cargo  of 
pilgrims,  and  if  any  should  by  accident  drop  in 
during  the  day  it  was  argued  that  a  little  waiting 
on  the  shore  would  prove  a  very  salutary  exercise 
of  patience,  and  an  excellent  preliminary  to  the 
more  serious  business  of  Purgatory. 

Although  the  Parson  had  caught  fish  on  the  lake 
—as,  indeed,  there  were  few  lakes  or  rivers  in  those 
parts  in  which  he  had  not  caught  fish — ib  so 
happened  that  neither" he  nor  any  other  of  the 
party  had  ever  landed  on  the  Island  of  Purgatory, 
and  considerable  curiosity  was  evinced  as  they 
approached  it. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  NOTE  ABOUT  ZUEICH. 


The  neighbourhood  of  Zurich  is  well  provided 
with  rivers  and  considerable  streams  which  ought 
to  offer  sport  to  the  angler.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  fact  that  fishing  as  an  art  is  not  followed  by 
the  inhabitants  it  is  difficult  to  get  reliable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  best  waters  and  to  whom  they  belong. 
The  rivers  are  rented  in  portions  from  the  Cantonal 
authorities  ;  permission  to  fish  must  be  obtained 
from  the  tenant,  or  "  Piichter,"  of  the  water  in 
question  ;  and,  further,  a  rod  licence  obtained  from 
the  Cantonal  Office  in  the  Zurich  Rathaus.  The 
best  fishing  would  probably  be  got  in  the  streams 
flowing  into  the  Aar  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wildegg  and  Lenzburg  (Canton  of  Aargau),  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Sihl,  and  in  the  Toss  near 
Kyburgland  Winterthur  in  the  Canton  of  Zurich  ; 


and  further  afield  in  the  Canton  of  Appenzell  and 
at  St.  Jjlasien  in  the  Black  Forest.  Unfortimately, 
in  Switzerland  the  rivers  are  netted  periodically 
by  their  "  Pachters,"  but  not  to  an  extent  that 
interferes  with  the  number  of  well-sized  fish.  In 
Zurich  good  flies  and  tackle  may  be  bought  from 
Mr.  Denzler,  nearly  opposite  the  Bellevue  Hotel, 
and  information  would  be  best  got  from  the 
Rathaus  officials.  H.  A.  Clay. 


The  Swiss  National  Museum,  Zubich. 


Another  correspondent  writes  to  me  : — 

"  The  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  are 
travelling  conveniently  near  Zurich  should  not 
neglect  or  hurry  through  this  most  interesting 
city.  Many  of  its  edifices  are  worthy  a  close 
examination. 

"To  me  its  National  Swiss  Museum  appears 
(although  small  in  comparison  with  others  in  cities 
like  London,  Paris,  and  so  forth)  the  most  com- 
pletely arranged  of  any  in  Central  Europe.  The 
artistically  mingled  exterior,  combining  gables  and 
windows  and  spires,  reproductions  of  celebrated 
mediEEval  buildings  in  different  parts  of  Switzer- 
land, attracts  at  once  attention  and  awakens 
curiosity.  The  interior  is  a  systematically  arranged 
history  of  Switzerland  —  military,  artistic,  and 
domestic,  from  the  earliest  lake  dwellings  to  the 
last  century. 

"  Other  museums,  as  that  of  Swiss  fauna  at  the 
Zurich-horn,  and  the  national  history  collections 
in  the  Polytechnic  schools,  are  each  in  its  way 
excellent. 

"  The  silk  manufactures,  as  shown  in  many  of 
the  good  shops  at  Zurich,  are  also  the  best  in  the 
country.  The  novel  Coronation  silks  of  Adolf 
Grieder's  Silk  Manufacturing  Union  are  just  now 
of  timely  interest  to  the  feminine  tourists. 

"And  just  now,  too,  should  not  be  overlooked 
the  /great  spring  carnival  of  Zurich,  the  Sechse- 
lauten  Fete — this  year  upon  April  21.  It  is  unique 
of  its  kind.  A  revival  of  ancient  guild  pageantry, 
with  the  present  day  Cantonal  costumes  of  Switzer- 
land added.  It  is  a  symbolic  and  mirth-provoking 
'  Welcome  to  Spring,'  in  which  every  class  of  the 
community  join  heartily. 

"  When  at  sunset  the  huge  snow  giant  (emblem 
of  winter)  is  ignited,  the  scene  from  the  L'toquay 
of  Zurich  is  picturesque  to  a  degree.  Thousands 


Utoquat,  Zubich. 


of  jubilant  spectators  are  crowded  on  the  lake 
shores  and  filling  hundreds  of  gaily-decked  boats 
and  barges ;  and  as  the  giant  (made  of  highly 
combustible  wadding  and  stuffed  with  fireworks) 
bursts  into  blaze,  the  trumpet-blasts  and  shoutings 
of  the  great  masses  of  lookers-on  awaken  the 
echoes  near  and  far  amongst  the  hills  around  the 
beautiful  lake. 
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grapher  to  try  his  hand  upon.  Above  this  spot 
the  current  of  the  river  runs  particularly  strong, 
but  in  Crum  Wheel  itself  the  current  sets  up  an 
eddy,  which  has  scoured  out  the  bed  of  the  stream 
to  a  considerable  depth.  Ceaselessly  the  eddy  has 
continued  to  whirl  round  and  round  from  time 
immemorial,  and  years  ago  two  unfortunate  bathers 
who  got  into  it  were  borne  down  to  their  doom. 
The  severe  frost  on  the  above  occasion  bound  both 
sides  of  the  river  at  this  point  thickly  with  ice,  but 
the  revolving  current  prevented  the  river  being 
ice-locked  completely  and  caused  a  large  and  per- 
fectly round  mass  of  ice  to  form  over  the  whirlpool, 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  yards  in  diameter,  which 
slowly  revolved  once  in  every  six  or  seven  minutes, 
varying  each  day  according 'to  the  strength  of  the 
current.  The  remarkable  sight  created  great 
interest,  and  many  people  took  the  opportunity  of 
having  a  look  at  it. 


ANGLEKS'  BIEDS.* 


Lower  Jaw  of  the  Aimara  (open  position). 

A  MOST  INTEKESTING  FISH. 
THE  MACRODON  AIMARA. 


Aimara  is  the  common  name  of  an  extraordinary 
fish  found  in  the  rivers  of  Guiana,  South  America. 
Its  surname,  Macrodon,  which  means  "  big  teeth," 
will  surprise  no  one  who  learns  that  with  a  single 
snap  of  its  powerful  jaws  this  fish  can  "  take  a 
man's  arm  clean  off."  The  natives  of  Cayenne  and 
Brazil,  who  live  on  it  to  a  great  extent,  always 
handle  it  with  the  greatest  respect,  killing  it  as 
soon  as  they  get  it  out  of  the  water.  Its  flesh  is 
firm  and  delicate,  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
It  grows  to  a  large  size,  and  is  of  a  greenish  colour 
with  yellow  marks,  but  the  great  peculiarity  which 
distinguishes  it  is  that  the  lower  jaw,  armed  with 
most  formidable  teeth,  is  hinged  like  a  pair  of  nut- 
crackers (see  illustrations).  The  jaw  from  which 
tlie  photographs  were  taken  was  sent  to  La  Peclie 
Moclerne  by  one  of  its  subscribers,  M.  E.  Negret, 
and  belonged  to  a  fish  weighing  over  forty  pou'nds, 
captured  by  him  in  the  Carsewene  River  on  spin- 
ning tackle,  the  bait  being  a  dead  bird  with  its 
feathers  plucked. 

As  the  Paris  Museum  possessed  no  specimen  of 
this  great  curiosity  it  did  Messrs.  Weyers  Freres 
the  honour  of  accepting  it ;  they  have  very  kindly 
lent  me  the  illustrations.  If  the  jaw  is  held  by 
each  end  it  can  be  opened  and  closed  as  shown  in 
the  photographs.  The  fish  is  very  plentiful,  and 
extremely  voracious,  and  when  about  to  take  a  big 
bite  it  extends  its  jaw  accordingly.  It  is  an 
exciting  district  for  the  enterprising  angler,  as 
although  the  inhabitants  live  on  fish  they  are  not 
above  cannibalism  if  the  conditions  are  favourable, 
so,  as  our  interesting  French  contemporary  says, 
the  visitor  bent  on  the  capture  of  the  aimara  should — 
"  Prendre  ses  precautions  en  consequence." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


CoNisTON  Lake. — The  Board  of  Trade  have 
sanctioned  the  reduction  in  the  licence  duties  of 
the  Kent,  Bela,  Winster,  Leven,  and  Duddon 
Fishery  Board,  and  the  licence  duty  for  Coniston 
Lake  angling  for  trout  and  char,  exclusively  of 
salmon,  will  be  half-a-crown,  whilst  the  Winder- 
mere Lake  fee  will  remain  at  5s. — Field, 


LowKR  Jaw  op  the  Aimara 
(ordinary  position). 

GREAT  ICE  WHEEL  ON  THE 
WHARPE  (YORKS). 

A  CURIOUS  NATURAL  PHENOMENON. 

We  give  a  photographic  reproduction  of  a  striking 
natural  phenomenon  seen  on  the  river  Wharfe  at 
Crum  Wheel  during  the  prevalence  of  the  keen 
frost  in  February,  1902.  Crum  Wheel  is  that  arm 
of  the  liver  lying  to  the  north-west  of  the  Cemetery, 
and  adjoining  the  Isolation  Hospital.  It  is  '|a 
pictures<]ue  locality,  and  in  summer  forms  a  most 
effective  bit  of  scenery  for  the  amateur  photo- 


{Continued  from  page  223.) 

We  now  pass  on  to  another  bend,  and  a  short  search 
in  the  reeds  reveals  the  presence  of  a  reed  warbler's 
nest.    We  do  not  disturb  it  now,  as  it  contains  young, 
but  we  may  cut  it  out  after  these  have  flown  later  in 
the  season.    What  was  that  tapping  sound  that  comea 
from  the  old  willow  higher  up?    After  a  cautious 
move  and  a  short  search  we  are  rewarded  by  seeing  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  lesser  spotted  woodpecker,  who 
is  busy  tapping  away  at  the  bark.    On  seeing  us  he 
sidles  round  the  trunk,  and  then  flies  off  across 
the  river.      At  the  head  of  the  backwater  I  seat 
myself  on  the  brickwork  of  the  weir  and  fish  the 
pool  below,  but  there  is  not  much  stream,  and 
sport  is  slow,  though  here  I  am  delighted  by  watching 
a  family  party   of  kingfishers,  two  old  and  four 
young  birds,  who  come  flying  up  stream  and  perch 
on  an  overhanging  bough  at  the  foot  of  the  weir  pool  ; 
they  look  very  comical  as  they  seat  themselves  in  a 
row  almost  touching  one  another.    After  a  second  or 
two  one  of  the  old  birds  plunges  into  the  shallow  water 
and  emerges  with  a  small  fish  in  his  bill ;  back  to  his 
perch,  he  knocks  the  fish  on  the  bough  and  pops  it 
into  the  gaping  mouth  of  one  oi  the  youngsters.  His 
example  is  followed  by  the  other  old  bird,  and  then  by 
the  strongest  of  the  young  ones,  who,  after  one  or  two 
attempts,  succeeds  in  catching  a  fish  for  himself. 
This  interesting  fishing  lesson  is  terminated  by  the 
arrival  of  the  haymakers,  and  with  shrill  alarm  notes 
the  old  birds  take  flight  up  the  main  river,  followed 
in  line  at  regular   intervals  by  their  young.  It 
is  now  past  six  o'clock  and  the  sun  is  getting 
quite  hot,  so  after   a    few   casts   over   a  small 


*  A  paper  read  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  March  14,  1902. 


From  a  photo 


Gbeat  Ice  Wheel  on  the  Wharfe  (Yorks) 


IKrnest  ShiittUxmrth.  Illdei/. 
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shoal  of  dace,  a  few  of  which  I  land,  we  pack  up 
and  start  off  on  our  walk  home  along  the  towing-path, 
and  mindful  of  a  little  daughter  at  home  gather  a 
bunch  of  wild  flowers  as  we  go,  incidentally  finding  a 
sedge  warbler's  nest  with  its  olive  eggs.  At  the  wood 
by  the  lock  we  get  a  glimpse  of  a  golden  crested  wren 
which  is  busy  on  the  trunk  of  one  of  the  old  Scotch 
firs.  He  is  running  up  the  bark,  and  forcing  off  the 
loose  scales  with  his  bill,  his  strength  being  out  of  all 
proportion  to  his  size.  He  is  the  most  diminutive  of 
all  the  feathered  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  makes 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  hammock-shapad  nests, 
which  he  suspends  from  the  tip  of  a  fir  twig ;  an 
excellent  specimen  is  now  in  the  new  room  at 
the  Ipswich  Museum.  The  early  morning  is  the 
very  best  time  to  see  bird  life;  and  the  healthy 
appetite  with  which  we  arrive  home  is  worth  all  the 
effort  early  rising  entails. 

I  may  here  remark  that  the  kingfisher  is  on  the 
increase  in  the  valley  of  the  Gipping.  When  I  was  a 
boy  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  see  one  of  these  birds  during 
the  summer,  but  now  I  am  seldom  up  the  river  with- 
out seeing  them,  and  have  known  several  nests  brought 
off  during  the  last  few  years.  I  attribute  this  increase, 
in  part,  to  the  dry  seasons  we  have  had  for  some  time 
past,  for  several  kingfishers'  nests  which  I  have  dis- 
covered have  been  but  about  eighteen  inches  above  the 
normal  water  level ;  with  a  wet  spring  and  consequent 
floods  these  nests  would  necessarily  have  been  washed 
out. 

^Oar  next  expedition  shall  be  pike  fishing  in  late 
Novenaber,  and  our  permit  gives  us  access  to  excellent 
water  in  the  heart  of  a  strictly  preserved  game  estate. 
We  have  a  long  drive,  and  must  start  before  eight 
o'clock.  It  is  a  nasty  foggy  (what  we  call  in  Suffolk 
muggy)  sort  of  morning  in  the  town,  and  not  very 
promising  for  sport,  but  fortunately  before  we  have  been 
long  on  the  road  the  sun  breaks  through,  and  by  the 
time  we  have  put  our  tackle  together  it  is  a  grand 
autumn  day.  A  big  bank  hides  us  from  the  lake,  and 
climbing  up  we  peep  over,  and  are  rewarded  with  a 
fine  sight  of  wild  bird  life.  By  the  side  of  a  large  reed 
bed  across  the  lake  about  fifty  wild  duck  are  swimming, 
and  near  them  a  heron  is  standing  thigh  deep  in  the 
water,  whilst  nearer  to  us  is  a  much  more  interesting 
bird,  the  golden-crested  grebe.  We  pause  a  moment  in 
concealment,  and  the  grebe  dives  to  reappear  in  a  few 
seconds  with  a  fish  in  his  bill,  which  he  tosses  into 
the  air,  and  as  it  descends  he  catches  and  swallows 
it  head  foremost.  On  showing  ourselves  we  create  a 
great  commotion  ;  the  ducks  rise  with  a  great  clatter 
and  fly  off  to  a  neighbouring  pond  in  the  wood  where 
they  were  hatched  ;  the  grebe  dives  and  makes  for  the 
opposite  side  to  seek  concealment  in  the  thick  reeds 
m  company  with  sundry  waterhens  and  coots  ;  the 
old  heron  clears  off  in  a  great  hurry,  and  a  pair  of 
dabchick  or  little  grebe  bob  up  to  take  a  look  at  us 
before  they,  too,  follow  the  example  of  the  others.  It 
is  a  great  pleasure  to  see  the  grebes,  which  are 
beautiful  birds,  in  this  sanctuary,  but  they  are 
destructive  birds  and  consume  a  great  quantity  of 
fish  ;  they  eat  nothing  else,  and  are  voracious  feeders. 
We  enjoy  fine  sport  with  the  pike,  and  land 
quite  a  number,  and  during  the  day  we  constantly 
have  birds  of  some  uncommon  kind  in  view ;  now  it 
is  a  green  woodpecker  which  is  busy  at  work  in  the 
trees,  anon  it  is  a  snips  which  gets  up  at  our  feet  to 
go  gyrating  along  up  the  marsh  which  lines  one  side 
of  the  water,  kingfishers  are  continually  flashing  past, 
while  a  couple  of  old  herons  come  over  the  trees  with 
the  evident  intention  of  Bshing  the  lake,  but  finding 
other  fishers  there  before  them  sheer  off,  loudly 
protesting  at  our  presence  on  their  preserve.  We  also 
see  a  pair  of  water-rails  in  a  little  stream  which  feeds 
the  lake ;  handsome  pheasants  are  always  visible  as 
they  feed  in  the  wood  or  fly  over  to  the  reed  bed,  and 
ducks  keep  passing  between  lake  and  pond.  When 
the  sun  goes  off  the  water  about  three  o'clock,  and 
the  pike  cease  to  feed,  we  pack  up  our  tackle 
with  regret  and  leave  this  beautiful  spot  with 
kindly  thoughts  towards  the  game-preserving  gentle- 
man by  whose  kindness  we  have  enjoyed  a  memorable 
day's  sport  and  seen  birds  we  should  look  for  in  vain  on 
any  open  or  unpreserved  water.  All  bird  lovers  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  preservers  of  game,  for  incident- 
ally they  also  preserve  many  other  interesting  species. 

Now  after  these  fresh  water  fishing  trips  we  will  seek 
an  entire  change  of  both  sport  and  scenery,  and  go  for 
a  combined  fishing  and  shooting  trip  down  the  Orwell. 
It  is  early  in  October  and  high  water  about  eight 
o  clock,  but  it  is  not  yet  light  when  I  launch  my  punt 
and  passing  under  Stoke  Bridge  row  past  the  room 
m  which  we  are  now  assembled,*  my  purpose  being 
t3  have  a  few  hours'  shooting  on  the  flood  and  first  o1 
the  ebb  and  to  fish  the  slack  of  the  tide,  returning 
with  the  young  flood  in  the  afternoon.  This  is  a 
favourite  trip  of  mine,  and  a  fine  tonic  after  a  hard 
week's  work.  The  birds  seen  on  the  shore  and  oozes 
of  an  east  coast  estuary  are  most  varied  and  interesting, 
as  well  as  graceful  and  beautiful,  and  were  they  taken 

*  He  might  have  added  that  the  inmates  of  the 
house  were  evidently  enjoying  a  good  night's  rest,  and 
there  would  be  no  sign  of  life  at  this  unearthly  hour. 


away  the  life  and  beauty  of  the  scene  would  be  gone. 
Well,  I  have  got  well  down  the  river  before  dawn, 
and,  as  a  nice  breeze  is  springing  up,  set  sail  and 
gently  glide  along,  when  a  shadowy  form  flashes 
past,  and  a  quick  shot  in  the  uncertain  light  gives 
me  a  nice  specimen  of  the  black  tern.  It  may  be 
ten  years  before  another  is  shot  on  the  Orwell,  for, 
although  it  formerly  nested  in  colonies  on  the 
marshes  of  Norfolk,  drainage  has  spoilt  its  haunts, 
and  it  no  longer  nests  in  Britain.  The  common  tern 
nests  in  large  numbers  on  the  shingle  of  Orfordness, 
and  I  have  taken  the  eggs  and  caught  the  young  of  the 
lesser  tern  on  Landguard  Common  before  the  rifle 
ranges  were  made  there.  These  birds  make  their 
nests  of  the  shingle,  which  their  eggs  also  resemble, 
so  that  the  casual  observer  would  pass  them  un- 
noticed ;  but  you  may  take  it  as  a  golden  rule  that  if 
you  see  half  a  dozen  stones  close  together  of  similar 
shape  and  colour  those  stones  are  tern's  eggs. 

My  shot  has  disturbed  some  curlew  which  were 
feeding  on  the  ooze,  and  with  loud  cries  they  are  off  ; 
there  is  no  more  weird  or  uncanny  sound  than  the 
piercing  cry  of  a  curlew  heard 
at  close  quarters  on  a  still 
winter  night.  I  have  known 
a  curlew  to  come  skimming 
along  close  to  the  mud  so  that 
he  has  suddenly  found  himself 
right  over  my  punt.  On 
realising  his  position  he  will 
shoot  straight  up  into  the  air, 
and  send  off  the  most  piercing 
yell  it  is  possible  to  imagine, 
effectually  scaring  awav  every 
one  of  the  more  desirable  fowl 
I  have  baen  wishing  an  hour 
or  more  to  get  a  shot  at. 

A  bit  further  dawn  the  river 
an  old  blackbacked  gall  offers 
a  tempting  shot  which  brings 
him  down,  and  a  splendid 
specimen  he  proves.  A  bold 
marauder  is  this  bird.  I  have 
known  them  come  and  carry 
off  wounded  fowl  off  the  mud 
whilst  I  have  been  in  the  act  of 
fastening  on  my  mud  splashers, 
but  this  only  happens  during  a 
severe  frost.  The  gull  family 
is  well  represented  on  the 
Orwell.  The  breeze  is  fair, 
and  I  must  be  getting  on  if 
I  want  a  shot  at  the  flocks 

of  waders  which  are  usually  to  be  found  on  the 
Shotley  Saltings  and  up  Levington  Creek  at  high 
water.  I  get  a  shot  at  some  green  plover  or  peewit 
and  bag  several,  and  also  an  oyster  catcher  which 
IS  amongst  their  company.  It  is  said  plovers  are 
not  so  plentiful  as  formerly,  but  I  have  noticed  no 
diminution  in  their  numbers.  Across  the  river  I  see 
a  green  sandpiper,  too  far  off  for  a  shot,  but  bag  a 
common  sandpiper  and  a  pair  of  greenshanks,  and  as 
the  result  of  a  shot  at  a  mixed  flock  I  pick  up  ox 
birds,  redshanks,  and  grey  and  rugged  plover.  The 
tide  has  now  been  ebbing  for  over  an  hour,  so  anchor- 
ing in  the  middle  of  Shallow  Bight  I  get  the  whiting 
lines  out  and  am  soon  busy  pulling  up  fish  when  a 
large,  black-looking  bird  comes  up  the  river;  he 
makes  for  Collimer  point  buoy,  and  alighting  on  it 
spreads  out  his  wings  to  dry.  The  glass  reveals  him 
to  be  a  cormorant,  and  I  up  anchor  and  go  for  him, 
but  he  is  wary,  and  dives  before  I  get  within  range' 
and  coming  up  again  rises  on  wing  and  flies  off.  The 
cormorant  is  only  a  casual  visitor  to  our  river,  but  I 
managed  to  secure  one  two  seasons  ago.  This  bird  is  a 
champion  amongst  fish  catchers,  and  from  examina- 
tions I  have  made  of  the  contents  of  their  gullets  I  am 
inclined  to  think  he  is  a  bit  of  an  epicure,  for  all  that 
have  come  under  my  notice  contained  smelts— in  this 
one  on  the  table  I  found  eleven  smelts  and  one  sprat. 
I  row  back  and  recommence  fishing  and  find  the  shift 
has  been  lucky,  for  I  have  now  a  shoal  of  feeding 
whiting  round  me  and  enjoy  a  good  bit  of  fishing  until 
the  increasing  wind  makeo  it  rather  uncomfortable  for 
my  little  punt.  The  wind  has  got  round  to  the  south 
and  blows  strong,  with  occasional  rain  squalls,  so  the 
sail  home  is  somewhat  exciting. 

There  are  many  other  birds  than  those  I  have  men- 
tioned which  anglers  frequently  meet  with.  It  is  a 
large  subject,  and  I  have  but  touched  upon  the  fringe 
of  all  that  might  be  said  upon  "  Anglers'  Birds." 

The  paper  was  illustrated  by  upwards  of  fifty  set-up 
specimens,  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Hudson. 
All  the  water-fowl  were  shot  on  the  river  Orwell  most 
of  them  by  Mr.  Hudson  himself. 


YOUNd  ENTHUSIASTS. 


Tnoudu  rod  and  tackle  are  not  of  the  best, 
'•Hope  springs  eternal"  in  each  angler's  breast; 
Perhaps  on  this  page  at  some  dim  future  day 
We'll   show  these   boys— then   men  -with  two 

great  fish  in  play. 
The  boy  is  father  to  the  man,  and  nought 
Will  cure  these  boys  of  fishing— when  one  fisli 

they've  caught. 

Good  luck,  my  lads;  God  bless  your  mcn-y  faces, 
May  all  your  life's  lines  fall  in  pleasant  places. 
I'd  give  you  such  a  tip,  and  lots  of  tackle, 
If  I  could  sec  you  smile  and  hear  your  cackle ; 
If,  in  those  merry  eyes,  I  could  but  see  the  light 
When  patience  is  rewarded  with — "a  hite." 
You've  got  him!    No,  he's  gone  I    '•He  v.eighel 
a  pound." 

(About  2oz.)    iiorn  anglers  I'll  Lc  bound. 


From  a  jihoto  bij'\ 


YoDNG  Enthusiasts. 


[/?.  Walker,  J/nnchestcr. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  readv 
price  2s.  net  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dressed' 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Flv 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McCleUand 

Athenian  of  the  Fishvng  OaietU.  With  eighty  illustrations.' 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co  ' 
St.  Dunstan  a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks.— So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  Thames  trouting  season 
did  not  open  well  owing  to  the  cold  winds,  but  one 
or  two  fish  have  been  had.  George  Rosewell,  at 
Shepperton,  had  a  5Jlb.  trout,  and  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi, 
when  fishing  from  the  weir,  hooked  and  landed  a 
7lb.  barbel,  which  of  course  he  returned.  I  hear  that 
an  angler  hooked  an  old  tin  can  when  fishing  from 
the  weir,  and  it  -'gave  excellent  .sport"  for  ten 
minutes.  The  river  is  in  perfect  condition,  and  the 
only  thing  required  now  is  a  little  warmer  wind. 
The  date  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  annual  dinner 
has  been  altered  to  April  23. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley).— The  water  is  in  good  condition 

and  a  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  first  after  the 
trout,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  I  cannot  hear  of 
any  having  been  caught. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Iiechlade,    Gloucestershire).  —  Trouting 

season  opened  on  Tuesday,  April  1.  Several  rods  have 
been  out,  but  I  can  hear  of  very  little  being  done.— 
Rambleb. 

-;   (Streatley). — Water  is  in  very  good  con- 
dition. Several  fishermen  have  been  out  at  Paof- 
bourne.  I  hear  one  fine  trout  was  taken  on  Tuesday 
of  61b.  I  think  I  forgot  to  mention  that  at  the  end  of 
the  season  two  remarkable  perch  were  taken  at 
Wallingford  of  31b.  and  21b.  13oz.— Horace  J. 
Gardner. 

Ancholme  District.— Some  lovely  dishes  of  trout 
were  taken  in  various  waters  during  the  Easter 
holidays.  The  best  takes  ran  from  four  to  eight 
brace,  and  were  mostly  in  good  condition.  SevcTral 
fish  ran  from  jib.  to  lib.  each.  There  is,  however,  a 
dearth  of  fly  on  the  water,  as  winds  are  too  cold  for 
free  hatching.  The  Cowdung  and  March  Brown  are 
the  best  flies. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Barle  (Sinionsbath).  —  Some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  taken  by  visitors  during  the  past  week,  one 
rod  taking  three  dozen  and  four  on  March  29,  while 
another  got  two  dozen  and  a  half  on  Monday  (March 
31).  Weather  fairly  warm,  water  in  capital  order. 
Flies  killing:  Blue  Upright,  March  Brown,  Red 
Hare's  Flex,  and  February  Red,— March  Brows. 
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Builth.  Wells. — Eiver  uow  in  grand  condition  for 
both  salmon  and  trout.  Salmon  anglers  should  fish 
their  water  daily  now.  Good  sport  with  trout,  both 
on  river  and  brook ;  fly  and  minnow. — W.  B.  Robeets. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).  —  The  fishings 
opened  on  Good  Friday.  Several  old  hands  aud  some 
new  ones  turned  up  to  try  their  skill  and  luck  on  the 
Bull  waters  at  Fairford  and  the  Swan  waters  at 
Bibury.  The  stream  throughout  its  course  is  in 
beautiful  order  for  fly  fishing,  the  water  being  high 
and  of  a  nice  tinge.  There  has  been  a  very  good  hatch 
out  of  March  Brown,  Olive  and  Blue  Duns,  and  Blue 
Gnats,  and  these  flies  with  a  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Lug 
and  Red  Caterpillar  are  all  that  are  required  during 
April.  On  Easter  Monday  a  good  number  of  rods  were 
out  and  some  trout  creeled  on  March  Brown. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Since  the  opening  day  very 
little  sport  has  been  got  until  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
(April  1  and  2).  There  was  a  heavy  freshet  on  Monday 
(March  31),  and,  generally  speaking,  except  with  worm, 
small  baskets  were  got.  The  Camel  and  Fowey  are 
now  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  effect  of  the  recent 
rain  will  be  felt  for  some  weeks. — Bodmin. 

Darenth.  —  Though  tlie  weather  was  lovely  on 
Monday,  the  trout  were  feeding  very  little,  for  there 
were  but  few  flies  on  the  water,  and  these  chiefly 
small  gnats.  A  few  fish  have  been  caught  on  the 
Lion  water  since  Friday.  The  inn  has  changed  hands, 
and  the  new  tenant,  Mr,  Denton,  will  issue  season 
tickets  at  £3  3s.  and  day  tickets  at  5s.  It  has  been 
reported  that  day  tickets  are  issued  at  Horton  Kirby  ; 
this  is  not  the  case.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Fishing  continues 
to  be  slow.  The  water  has  been  very  high,  but  is  now 
falling  rapidly.  The  fish  still  continue  to  feed  from 
grubs  at  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  consequently  few 
rise  to  the  surface.  Last  week,  in  the  Harborne,  Mr. 
Garrow  Green  creeled  ten  nice  trout,  whilst  on 
Tuesday  he  had  a  brace.  During  the  Easter 
holidays  there  were  several  strangers  on  the  water,  but 
hardly  a  single  trout  was  taken.  Small  catches  were 
made  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin,  and  Ackrell. 
On  Friday  (March  28),  at  the  weir,  seventeen  salmon 
were  taken,  one  of  the  fish  being  over  171b.  in  weight. 
— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Length). —  The  angling  season  for  1902  has  opened 
auspiciously  for  this  district.  Three  members  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Club,  Messrs.  Hatton  Whar- 
ton, Thos.  Large,  and  Lisle  Rockley  getting  eighteen 
and  a-half  brace  in  two  days,  nice  size  fish  but  not  yet 
in  condition ;  some  of  them  were  returned  to  the 
stream.  Mr.  Wharton  got  ^ten  and  a-half  brace,  Mr. 
Large  six,  and  Mr.  Rockley  two. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  holidays  operations 
on  this  river  have  been  prosecuted  with  much  zest, 
and  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  experienced 
fairly  good  sport.  The  water  has  remained  in  fair 
angling  trim,  but  the  cold  winds  have  somewhat 
retarded  sport.  The  majority  of  the  catches  have 
been  ellected  in  the  tideway,  but  on  the  higher  waters 
the  prospect  is  encouraging,  and  the  water  now  runs 
in  a  condition  which  should  ensure  the  capture  of  a 
few  fish  during  the  coming  week.  Amongst  the  takes 
to  hand  are — Mr.  Horsfall  five  brace,  Mr.  Ness  Walker 
seven  brace,  Mr.  J.  Moore  four  brace,  and  Mr.  G. 
Graham  five  brace. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  has  been 
bank  high  and  coloured,  but  within  the  last  few  days 
some  salmon  have  been  caught  by  the  rodsters,  one  of 
181b.  on  Saturday  above  Cowley  Weir.  A  few  trout 
have  also  been  taken  with  March  Brown,  Unknown, 
and  Blue  Upright,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few 
days  are  favourable  for  sport.  Weather  fine,  but  wind 
still  very  cold  excepting  in  the  middle  day,  when 
Father  Sol  has  been  in  evidence. — Red  Palmeb. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
The  Easter  holiday  came  very  early  this  year,  and 
although  we  have  not  suffered  from  the  storms  of  the 
equinox,  still  the  streams  got  a  stirring  up  last  week. 
Very  few  anglers  were  about  during  the  holidays,  but 
we  hear  that  fashionable  resorts  were  well  patronised. 
Trout  fishing,  however,  seems  to  be  more  fitted  for 
warmer  weather,  and,  doubtless,  as  the  days  grow 
longer  the  streams  will  have  more  patrons.  Good 
hopes  are  entertained  of  work  on  the  Gwash. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Although  anglers 
might  have  been  pursuing  their  craft  from  the  early 
days  of  February,  Good  Friday  may  be  stated  to  be 
more  like  the  opening  day.  It  was  noticed  that  some 
clubs  who  had  waters  in  the  Southwell  district  send 
down  representatives  for  the  Easter  holidays.  We 
do  not  think  that  many  would  be  rewarded 
though  the  streams  are  well  stocked  and  strictly 
looked  after.  It  is  stated  that  eels  are  running 
up  the  Trent  in  considerable  quantities,  but 
owing  to  the  stupid  draughting  of  the  Mundella  Act 
and  the  Fishery  Bye-laws,  anglers  run  a  great  risk  of 
prosecution  in  fishing  for  them.  There  is  no  earthly 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  caught,  as  it  is  very 
unlikely  that  fishing  for  them  would  interfere  with 
spawning  fish,  and,  besides,  they  destroy  a  great 
quantity  of  spawn. — L. 


Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Since  sending 
in  my  last  report  the  weather  has  been  very  winterly  ; 
the  wind  has  been  northerly,  sometimes  blowing  half 
a  gale,  and  making  fishing  out  of  a  boat  anything  but 
pleasant.  Baskets  have  varied  considerably,  but  the 
average  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  the  past.  Mr. 
Malpass  has  made  the  best  baskets  with  seventeen, 
fifteen,  and  fourteen  fish  respectively.  Some  warm 
weather  is  wanted  to  bring  the  fish  up  better.  The 
best  flies  are  Zulu,  Teal  and  Red,  Teal  and  Black, 
Butcher,  and  March  Brown.  The  fish  both  in  the 
lake  and  the  rivers  are  in  grand  condition.  —  Long 
Deift. 

Lea. — Another  coarse  fishing  season,  as  regards  the 
open  or  public  waters,  has  been  brought  to  a  close, 
poor  sport  being  associated  with  the  wind  up.  It  has 
been  an  indifferent  season  all  through,  a  statement 
which  might  be  applied  to  most  rivers.  Bank  holiday 
Monday  witnessed  the  closing  day,  and  a  good  many 
anglers  availed  themselves  of  the  occasion.  Sport 
was  far  from  good  again  in  the  resumed  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  competition.  The  cold  weather 
experienced  is  keeping  the  trout  very  low. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Leach  (East  Gloucestershire). — All  the  trout 
fisheries  are  in  private  hands ;  the  water  is  in  very  fair 
order,  but  the  trout  at  present  do  not  rise  very  freely 
except  on  warm  days. — P.  L. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — During  the  holidays  a  large 
number  of  anglers  have  turned  out,  and  the  sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  good.  Roach  have  been  feeding 
well,  one  angler  having  201b.,  the  average  bag  being 
about  101b.  A  few  good  bream  have  been  landed 
during  the  week,  which  is  rather  unusual  for  this  time 
of  the  year.  The  water  is  now  in  splendid  condition. 
—P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  angling, 
being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has 
improved,  and  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out. 
A  few  showers  of  nice  rain  have  refreshed  the  river, 
and  there  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  this  holiday 
time,  and  they  have  used  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun, 
February  Red,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  and  Brown 
Spinner.  On  Saturday  last  some  nice  trout  were 
taken  with  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown.  On  Monday 
sport  was  good,  and  good  trout  landed  with  February 
Red  and  Cowdung.  With  fine  weather  the  prospects 
for  sport  in  these  streams  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  in  splendid  order  and  at  a  proper  level, 
yet  in  consequence  of  the  constant  changing  weather 
and  atmosphere  sport  has  varied  much.  On  Good 
Friday  trout  were  generally  rising  fairly  well,  since 
very  badly,  till  to-day  (Wednesday)  they  were  again  in 
evidence,  and  took  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun  pretty 
freely,  which  could  hardly  have  been  looked  for,  seeing 
frost  was  so  keen  on  Tuesday  night  that  ice  formed  on 
stagnant  water.  With  warmer  weather  sport  may 
confidently  be  anticipated.  The  flies  to  select  from 
will  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  March 
Brown,  Brown  and  Grey  Spinners,  Olive,  Apple  Green, 
and  Silver  Twist  Duns,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown, 
Mulberry  Dun,  and  Cowdung,  all  of  which  are  now 
out. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — During  the  past 
week  a  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  river  has 
been  more  or  less  full,  though  not  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  prevent  fly-fishing.  It  was  rather  too  much 
coloured  on  Good  Friday,  but  several  rods  were  out, 
and  some  of  them  are  said  to  have  done  well  towards 
the  close  of  the  afternoon.  On  Saturday  (March  29th) 
a  rod  on  the  RoUe  Estate  waters  took  four  brace  of 
good  fish,  among  which  were  some  well-conditioned 
trout  of  12oz.  and  14oz.  each.  On  March  31  there 
was  a  goodly  array  of  rods,  but  the  water  was  rather 
heavy  and  sport  poor. — Heuon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  good  condition,  and 
fish  are  rising  much  better  than  they  have  been 
durijig  the  last  week  or  two.  Some  good  baskets  have 
been  taken  on  the  Dart  and  Meavy.  The  Tavy  and 
Walkham  also  keep  up  their  reputation  as  rivers 
where  fair  sport  can  always  be  obtained  ;  and  the 
various  lodgings  and  boarding-houses  are  getting  in 
full  swing,  ready  for  the  season. — W.  Heahder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
nech). — From  an  excursionist's  point  of  view  the 
weather  during  the  Easter  holidays  was  as  favourable 
as  could  possibly  be  expected  so  early  in  the  year,  and 
the  few  showers  of  rain  were  much  more  beneficial 
than  otherwise.  Anglers,  however,  have  a  very  different 
tale  to  tell.  Although  appearances  were  altogether  pro- 
pitious, the  reality  was  altogether  different,  as  from  some 
cause  or  other,  sport  was  anything  but  good  all  along 
the  line,  and  many  old  and  experienced  anglers  had 
to  confess  themselves  beaten,  and  the  cause  generally 
ascribed  was  the  very  cold  north-west  wind.  A  few 
trout,  and  in  very  fair  condition,  however,  were  taken 
from  each  of  these  rivers  during  the  past  week. — 
Vyrnwy, 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
is  but  little  to  record  in  the  doings  of  the  week.  Rain 


has  kept  streams  and  rivers  high  and  clouded,  and 
cold  winds  are  adverse  to  trouting.  Several  members 
were  out  on  April  1,  and  although  the  day  was  fine  the 
wind  was  keen,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small 
trout  taken  by  worming  in  the  streams,  there  is 
nothing  to  record.  The  harbour  fishing  for  smelt  has 
not  been  remunerative.  Warmer  weather  is  needed 
for  both  fresh  and  salt  water  fishing. — George  F. 
Salter. 

TaflF  (Llandowror.  Carmarthenshire).— A  few 

baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken,  but  the  fish  are 
small  (about  |lb.  each).  Salmon  are  showing  up,  and 
a  good  season  anticipated. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).  —  We  have  had 
another  nice  rain.  Plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  and 
good  baskets  of  trout  taken  during  the  past  week. 
The  river  should  be  in  good  fishing  order  for  a  week  or 
two. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  being  clear 
and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  threatening 
all  through  the  holidays,  but  rain  has  kept  off,  except 
on  Tuesday,  when  there  was  a  fair  fall  of  rain  in  the 
morning,  but  it  soon  cleared  away  again  and  the  sun 
shone  out  brightly.  Angling  has  been  more  brisk  this 
week,  and  the  trout  have  been  more  on  the  feed  and 
have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  good.  The  flies  used  are  the  March  Brown,  Olive 
Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue  and  Silver 
Twist.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful  on  the 
deep  water,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been 
landed.  On  Monday  there  were  a  good  few  rods  out, 
and  several  very  nice  lots  of  trout  were  taken  with 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung  and  Iron  Blue. 
With  worm  six  nice  trout  were  landed  above  the 
town.  Below  Ludford  Bridge  nice  trout,  lib.  and 
IJlb.,  have  been  taken  with  worm.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  sport  was  fairly  good  with  fly.  The 
prospects  for  sport  are  uow  good ;  lots  of  fish  should 
be  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  in  good  order,  and  some  good  trout  have  been 
caught.  In  the  Corve  a  trout  over  21b.  has  been 
landed  with  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  water  is 

running  in  capital  order  for  angling,  and  has  been 
refreshed  by  some  nice  falls  of  rain,  which  has  not 
interfered  with  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  it  is  now 
clear  and  a  splendid  level.  The  weather  has  been 
pretty  favourable  for  anglers  this  holiday  time,  and  a 
good  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  water,  and  have 
used  fly  and  bottom  baits  with  success.  The  best 
killing  flies  are  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Palmer, 
and  Cowdung,  and  the  prospects  for  s^jort  in  this  part 
are  now  good.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  good  order. — Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — The 
rivers  here  are  in  very  good  condition  for  fly  now. 
During  last  week  there  were  a  good  number  of  anglers 
on  the  water.  The  best  baskets  with  the  fly  were 
about  51b.  March  Brown,  Quill  Gnat,  and  Dark  Blue 
are  about  the  best  killing  flies. — Pontsenny. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
is  yet  very  much  too  cold  for  successful  trout  fishing. 
Those  anglers  who  have  used  the  worm  and  minnow 
(which  are  the  best  lures)  have  only  succeeded  in 
obtaining  one  or  two  fish,  the  greater  part  of  them 
returning  with  empty  creels.  Mild  and  more  genial 
weather  is  what  is  required  for  trouting,  and  we 
anglers  in  this  locality  are  looking  forward  for  a 
better  season,  as  several  of  the  previous  ones  havH 
been  very  poor.  Useful  flies  Blue  Dun,  Cook- Winged 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Olive  Dun  and  Bumble.  — 
Dotterel. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Very  few  anglers  have  yet  had  an  experience  of  fishing 
in  the  Wold  district,  though  I  hear  that  several 
proprietors  of  waters  have  been  doing  something  in 
the  way  of  stocking.  Some  were  put  into  a  water  near 
Barnoldby.  The  waters  towards  Grantham  have  not 
been  very  attractive,  and  this  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the 
unfavourableness  of  the  weather.  It  is  likely  very 
little  will  be  done  before  the  opening  of  May,  still  we 
hear  of  odd  captures,  but  these  are  few  and  far  between. 
— Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 

&c.  (Yorks). — Holiday  anglers  had  not  only  snow- 
water, but  very  high  and  cold  north-westerly  winds  to 
contend  with.  Consequently  fly-fishing,  except  in 
very  sheltered  positions  and  at  very  rare  intervals,  has 
been  out  of  the  question,  and  the  low  temperature  of 
the  water  has  prevented  many  flies  from  hatching  out. 
The  trout  have  been  feeding  on  the  minnow  better  than 
anything,  and  Mr.  J.  Blades  writes  me  that  not  only 
good  baskets  of  fish  but  good  trout  have  been  caught 
with  it  in  the  upper  Yore.  Several  of  the  fish  taken 
in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  Waters  have  weighed 
lib.  each,  and  one,  an  exceptionally  big  trout  for  this 
river, weighing  21b.  lOoz.;  this  is  the  largest  fish  captured 
on  any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers  so  far  this  season. 
Personally  I  have  had  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the 
way  of  sport  during  the  holidays.  On  Good  Friday 
afternoon  I  got  eight  fine  trout  with  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon  and  natural  minnows  in  one  of 
the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore,  and  on  Men- 
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Ivlegi  rrphic  Address,  "  FlSHIXf!.' 


TelepJione,  SOU. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

Only  Address— 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL, 

Maker  of  nigJi.clnss  RODS  and  TACKLE  for  Salmon,  Trout,  JPilce,  Jtoarh, 
Mahseer,  and  Sea  Elsliing. 
Flies  and  Tackle  fop  Great  Britain,  Ireland.  New  Zealand,  Australia. 
ORDERS    THROUGH    POST    HAVE    MY    PERSONAL    ATTENTION.  : 

Every  Variety  of  Rods  made  to  order.  Our  Perfection  Splice  Rod,  in 
two  pieces,  from  15s.  to  30s.,  with  Spare  Top  Joint. 

WADING  REQUISITES.  TROUSERS.  STOCKINGS  AND  BROGUES. 

FISHING   tTACKEIS   IN   QREAT  TARIEIT. 


OUR  CELEBRATED  GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS, 

Price,  including' postage,  from  4/-  smallest,  to  5/-  largest  size. 


MALGOM&GO. 

' '  Featherweight ' ' 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 

R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.,  says 
"  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

— Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 

"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  Green  Street, 
x^siCEsrrsR  square. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month 
Annual  Subscription^  6s.  6d. 

All  oommonloatlons  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WYEBS  FBEBES. 
30,  Quai  da  Louvre,  Parle. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 


Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Gkeenheart,  Hickory,  or  Lanoewood  : 
liin.   »in.    *in.    iin.     fin.    iin,  2ft.  long. 
1/-     4d.    3d.    Sd.     3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.     7d.    6d.     6d.    4d.  3tft.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and 
every  requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Ij.  and 
1«.  M.  per  doz.  Floaters  2t.  per  doz.  ;  Sample 
half  dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l+d.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  Ud. ;  Snipe,  ; 
Woodcock,  3d. ,  Waterhen,  Sd.  ;  Partridge,  lid.  ; 
Gtolden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  lid. 

FL088  AND  Tyiho  Silks,  M.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades. 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

DRYSHOD{fR^"cl^sr"' 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 

Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  1/1}. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.G. 

Once  used  Ala-ays  used. 


Send  a  Fostoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LiNDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


Is.  6d. 
2s.  Od. 
3s.  Od. 
4s.  8d. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


WILL  CHAMBERS  &  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 

RSAD  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  adilressed  envelope  and  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

7  d02.   of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  munificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  ecjnal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Taekl4 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  oa 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

flshln4TackleManufacturer,Qmaghtfrelanef. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

M     RARNP^  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAn. 

HI,  Dannaa,  fishinq  tackle  maker. 

1.  St.  Swlthm'8  Square.  LINCOLN. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 
Agents  at  ooaBt  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 
Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frasoati,  Oxford  Street, 
London, 

Al!    Information   of    the  Secretary, 
W.  H.  W.  Gbove,  Comdr.  B.N.,  336, 
Mansion  House  Chambers,  11,  Queen 
1^  Viototia  Street,  E.G. 


[ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADEgS] 


ANDERSONS' 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  | 

WADERS^ 


Gold  Medal 

and 

Special  Prize 


CO 
CO 


CUARANTEii 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached. 
Fop  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
»/-  per  pair. 


MAGNIFICENT 

BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  offer- 
ing our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  -as/-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  WADERS  (55/- 
usually)  for  32/S  cash 
with  order. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

5n5(a  IRubbcr  /Hbamifacturcvs, 
Srr,  Queen  Victox^isi,  Street,  X^ondon,  S.C. 


ANDERSONS'  GOLD  medal  WADERS  |  I  ANDERSONS' gold  medal  WADERSl 


GRANTS  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Makers  of  SLOE  GIN,  CHERRY  WHISKY,  and  other  Choice  Liqnenrs. 

The  Sportsman's  Quality  is  specially  prepared  for  exercise 
in  the  open  air.      The  Best  Tonic  for  Sportsmen. 


SOLD  BY  WINE  MERCHANTS  AND  HOTEL  KEEPERS. 


THOMAS   GRANT   &  SONS,  Distillers,  MAIDSTONE. 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

S/tecialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&e. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 
FLIES. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate 
40  years'  experience. 


Cash  with  order. 


2/6 

doz. 

29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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day  afternoon  I  caught  thirteen  good  fish  with 
the  same  baits.  This  afternoon  I  could  only  tempt 
a  couple  of  trout  to  come  at  the  minnow.  Saw  a  few 
March  Browns  on,  so  rigged  up  a  cast,  but  could  raise 
nothing  but  grayling.  They  took  the  March  Brown, 
Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Little  Brown  and  Waterhen 
Bloa  ravenously.  Reports  from  the  Swale  are  disap- 
pointing. Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  river,  the 
Wiske,  Codbeck,  or  Bedale  Beck,  although  Mr.  Metcalf, 
an  ardent  Northallerton  angler,  had  fair  sport  on 
Friday  in  the  latter  stream  and  landed  a  trout 
of  about  lib.,  with  a  few  others.  The  Yarm  Angling 
Association,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Mr.  Elgie's, 
my  Yarm  agent,  had  their  first  competition  of 
the  season  at  Worsall-on-Tees  on  Monday.  The 
takes  were  small,  Mr.  >V.  Kilchin  being  first 
with  lib.  ISJoz.  ;  Mr.  (}.  Ramsay  second,  with 
lib.  9Joz. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Harrison  third  with  lib.  7Joz. 
The  Wharfe  was  much  freshened  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  and  some  decent  baskets  are  reported  caught 
with  the  worm,  and  on  Monday  and  following  days 
with  the  minnow,  but  owing  to  the  high  winds  lly 
fishing  was  almost  impossible  up  to  Wednesday.  The 
best  flies  for  next  week  are  the  March  Brown,  Carter 
Piatt's  Copper,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Woodcock,  and  Orange  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — Angling  is  still  at  a 
low  ebb  and  nothing  has  occurred  since  my  last  report 
worth  recording,  excepting  that  a  couple  of  small 
salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Double  Water.  A 
number  of  salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  Solway 
during  the  past  week.  So  far  as  the  spring  has  gone 
salmon  have  been  running  unusually  large  in  the 
Firth,  and  spring  fish  weighing  upwards  of  251b.  have 
been  captured.  Yellow  trout  are  due  in  the  rivers  and 
tributaries,  and  now  that  the  weather  looks  promising 
some  good  sport  many  be  anticipated. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeen). — Seldom  has  the 
Eastertide  holidays  been  so  barren  of  sport  as  at 
present.  This  is  owing  to  the  want  of  fresh  fish,  the 
run  of  salmon  being  off  for  the  nonce,  and  the  abnor- 
mally cold  weather.  On  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral 
two  fish  were  creeled  last  week  by  Lord  Romney  and 
General  Home,  and  after  staying  a  few  days  at  Craig 
Gown  they  loft.  On  the  Ballater  water  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  for  some  weeks  past,  and  a  fresh 
storm  was  experienced  on  Saturday.  Oa  the  Glentana 
beats  a  fresh  lot  of  rods  have  now  taken  the  place  of 
the  March  anglers  who  have  had  a  very  poor  time  of 
it.  Mr.  Muggeridge  had  two  fish  last  week  of  71b.  and 
241b.,  and  Mr.  King,  three,  scaling  from  61b.  to  211b. 
On  the  Hotel  waters  Mr.  Wilkinson  had  one  of  71b., 
and  on  the  Birse  water  Mr.  Grenfell  one  of  7Jlb.  On 
the  Kincardine  waters  only  two  fish  were  creeled  for 
the  week,  both  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Harris  on  the 
Carlogie  water  ;  Sir  Henry  Meredith  has  now  secured 
this  reach  for  April  and  May.  On  theBallogie  section 
Mr.  Nicol,  jun.,  and  friend  have  had  fair  sport  chiefly 
with  yellow  trout.  On  the  Commonty,  Tilr.  Grace, 
and  on  the  Cairnton  Lord  Penrhyn  are  expected  in  a 
day  or  two.  Some  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Lower 
Crathes  water,  chiefly  to  the  fly,  and  altogether  a  good 
record  of  eighty-five  fish  has  been  run  up  by  the  lessee 
and  his  keeper.  But  this  is  the  sole  exception  to  the 
general  dull  tone  all  over.  On  the  Don  nothing  but 
kelts  are  being  met  with,  few  fresh  fish  being  about, 
and  trouting  has  not  yet  got  a  start.  On  the  Ythan 
some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  made,  and 
an  occasional  sea-trout  or  two  has  been  got.  On  the 
Ugie  kelts  are  the  order  of  the  day,  where  salmon  are 
being  met  with,  but  some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  are 
being  made  to  both  fly  and  worm.  Very  few  fish  are 
being  got  on  the  coast. — G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Owing  to  the  changeable 
nature  of  the  weather  sport  is  not  improving  as  was 
expected.  On  Good  Friday  it  looked  as  if  the 
weather  was  settling  down,  but  since  then  it  has  been 
cold  and  stormy.  In  fact  we  have  had  light 
showers  of  snow,  with  keen  frost,  and  on  Tuesday 
(April  1)  there  was  quite  a  hurricane  of  wind 
from  a  westerly  direction.  The  water  in  the 
river  is  also  running  thick.  In  these  conditions 
fish  are  not  ascending,  but  kelts  are  numerous 
on  their  way  to  the  sea.  During  the  past  week  the 
number  of  fish  killed  was  very  limited.  Some  good 
trout  were  got  on  the  free  water  at  Banff,  the  heaviest 
weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.  With  the  opening  of 
the  present  month  the  free  fishing  at  Huntly  begins. 


Trout  fliea  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
IJouble  wing  floating  fliea,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  J'ly  dressing  material — wings, 
liacklea,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  la.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  caata,  la.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station- 
■treet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :"  Piscator  Leeds.' 


Of  late  net  fishermen  on  the  river  have  been  securing 
very  few  fish.  During  the  day  the  men  on  some  days 
have  a  few  salmon  and  trout,  but  the  night  shift  for 
the  past  week  had  scarcely  a  fish  ;  still,  for  the  season, 
we  understand  that  the  fishing  is  slightly  better  than 
it  was  at  the  same  date  last  j'ear.  There  has  been  a 
falling  off  on  the  coast ;  the  yield  from  all  the  stations 
for  the  week  was  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the 
previous  week.  As  yet  no  fish  of  exceptionally  large 
size  has  been  caught,  few  weighing  over  201b.,  and  the 
average  about  91b.  Quality  good,  and  prices  high. 
During  the  fishing  season  last  year  Mr.  John  Castle, 
keeper  to  N.  Neish,  Esq.,  of  Muiresk,  Turriff, 
marked  twenty-eight  kelts  on  Feb.  22,  1901 ;  he 
marked  a  fish  which  at  that  time  measured  36 
inches  in  length  and  weighed  121b.,  which  he  marked 
with  a  plate  bearing  the  number  6504A.  On  March  14 
of  this  year  he  caught  the  same  fish  in  the  same  pool. 
It  then  measured  38J  inches  in  length  and  weighed 
IGJlb.  In  the  interval  the  fish  had  gone  to  the  sea, 
returned  and  spawned  in  the  same  locality  and  fallen 
back  into  the  same  pool.  The  small  silver  plate  was 
so  deeply  embedded  in  the  fin  aa  to  be  hardly  notice- 
able, and  it  was  only  in  preparing  to  mark  the  fish 
again  that  Mr.  Castle  found  it.  Another  of  Mr. 
Castle's  fish,  marked  last  year,  was  got  in  the  nets  six 
miles  south  of  Aberdeen.  Over  twenty  kelts  have  been 
marked  this  year. — H.  W. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  'Waters. — Fishing  from  Loch 
Skeltair  on  March  21,  one  salmon,  81b.  27th. — One 
salmon,  121b. ;  one  sea-trout,  lib. ;  one  brown  trout, 
Jib.— D.  M. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  March  25,  Mr.  Percy 
Hoole  landed  a  salmon  of  161b. ;  Mrs.  Berger  one  of 
811b. ;  INIaster  H.  Berger  one  of  241b.  26th,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Pipe  one  of  191b.  27th,  Mr.  S.  Berger  two  of  221b. 
and  181b.  28th,  Miss  Goddard  one  of  221b.;  Miss 
M.  M.  Berger  one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  Hart  one  of  81b. 
29th,  Mr.  Hart,  one  of  ISlb. ;  Mr.  A.  McLellan,  one 
of  211b.  31st,  Mr.  A.  McLellan,  one  of  111b.  ;  Mr. 
Hart,  a  trout  of  51b.  April  1,  Miss  Goddard,  one  of 
141b. ;  Master  H.  Berger,  one  of  211b.  ;  Mr.  M.  U. 
Brittain,  one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  Rose,  a  trout  of  31b. — H.  J. 
Maisey. 

Sontb  of  Scotland. — Easter  holiday  visitors  were 
lucky  in  finding  the  Border  rivers  in  good  order,  and 
not  a  few  had  good  sport  among  trout.  A  goodly 
number  of  rods  were  on  the  different  rivers  of  the 
Solway  on  Good  Friday.  Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan 
portion  of  the  Annan  on  Good  Friday,  Mr.  McAllister, 
Carlisle,  killed  a  clean  run  spring  salmon  of  151b.  in 
Alice's  pool.  Mr.  Waters,  fishing  the  same  water  on 
Friday,  had  a  large  basket  of  yellow  trout,  and  two 
other  Carlisle  rods  had  smaller  baskets.  On  another 
reach  of  the  river  an  angler  landed  three  salmon,  but 
these  were  kelts,  and  wore  put  back  into  the  river. 
In  the  middle  and  higher  reaches  a  number  of  rods 
had  fine  catches  of  trout  with  fly,  while  several  had 
similar  baskets  with  the  clear-water  worm.  Easter 
Monday  was  favourable,  and  again  many  rods  were 
out  and  had  moderate  sport.  In  the  Nith 
nothing  has  been  reported  in  the  way  of  the 
killing  of  clean  fish.  A  number  of  rods  had  fair 
sport  on  Friday  and  Saturday  among  yellow  trout. 
The  tributaries  were  also  in  good  order,  and  most  of 
the  different  stretches  had  a  full  complement  of  rods. 
The  Galloway  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  have  been  in 
excellent  condition  for  fly.  Trout  are  a  little  back- 
ward in  condition  this  term,  but  they  are  expected  to 
improve  with  a  week's  fine  weather  to  bring  out  the 
March  Brown  fly.  In  the  Ayrshire  district  the  lochs 
have  not  been  fished  much  yet.  A  number  of 
Glasgow  anglers  were  out  on  the  middle  waters  of 
the  Ayr  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday,  and 
many  anglers  journeyed  down  Elvenfoot,  Abington, 
&c.,  to  fish  the  Upper  Clyde.  In  the  Solway  a  few 
spring  fish  have  been  moving,  though  the  catches 
have  not  been  so  good  as  that  previously  reported. 
There  are  no  sea  trout  migrating  yet  in  the  firth,  but 
the  first  week  in  April  generally  sees  a  few  in  the  nets. 
Later. — On  the  Annan,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  the 
keeper,  A.  Macdonald,  killed  a  clean  run  spring  salmon 
of  81b.  on  the  Northfield  water  with  the  Jock  Scot  fly. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  last  week  was  not 
very  encouraging,  fish  appearing  to  be  scarce.  From 
the  Carron  House  water  Mr.  Grant,  Wester  Elchies, 
landed  a  salmon  of  18^1b. ;  from  the  Laggan  water  on 
Friday  Col.  Fleming  had  one  of  9Jlb.  ;  and  from  the 
Knockando  House  Water  on  Thursday  Mr.  Shand, 
fisherman,  two,  scaling  201b.  and  71b.  ;  while  from  the 
Wester  Elchies  water  on  Monday  Mr.  Cooke  took  one 
of  151b.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water  on  Thursday 
Mr.  Bannerman,  Lynnburn  House,  killed  one  of  161b. 
—J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  is  in  good  order  for  fishing 
and  fair  sport  is  being  got,  although  fish  have  not  been 
rising  so  freely  owing  to  the  cold  weather.  Mr.  Alex 
Von  Heyder,  fishing  Lower  Stanley  on  March  19,  killed 
two  salmon  of  181b.  and  81b. ;  on  March  21,  one  of 
71b. ;  on  March  23,  one  of  201b. ;  and  on  March  26,  one 
of  221b.  Mr.  J.  Henry  Douglas,  fishing  Murthly 
water  on  March  17,  had  one  fine  salmon  ;  on  March  21, 
one  of  161b. ;  and  on  March  22  one  of  201b.    The  Duke 


and  Duchess  of  Bedford,  who  have  been  fish- 
ing Meikleour  and  Stobhall  beats  during  the 
past  fortnight,  have  had  very  fair  sport.  The  Duchess 
one  day  killed  four  fine  salmon  on  Islamouth  beat ; 
another  day  the  Duke  killed  two  salmon  of  171b.  and 
271b.,  besides  landing  about  twenty  kelts.  Colonel 
Phillpotts,  fishing  Burnmouth  beat  on  March  19, 
landed  one  salmon  of  181b. ;  the  boatman,  fishing 
Upper  Battleby  on  March  19,  landed  one  salmon  o1 
91b. ;  Mr.  Baden  Powell,  K.C,  fishing  Lower  Battleby 
on  March  27,  killed  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  Upper 
Battleby,  on  March  28,  one  of  91b.,  and  on  March  31, 
one  of  301b.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS, 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— The  snow  is  now  gone 
that  was  resting  on  the  hills  in  the  early  days  of  the 
past  week,  but  cold  showers  of  sleet  and  rain  continue 
with  a  strong  east  wind.  This  has  prevented  anglers 
remaining  long  on  the  banks,  and  few  fish  have  been 
taken  on  any  of  the  reaches.  The  main  stream 
continues  to  fall  and  many  of  the  best  casts  at 
Kibea  and  Movanagher  will  be  the  proper  height 
for  taking  trout  on  tho  fly  in  a  few  days.  The  Blue 
Dun  is  very  plentiful  on  the  shallows,  and  trout 
are  feeding  greedily  on  it.  A  few  spring  salmon  con- 
tinue to  come  in  from  the  sea,  but  they  are  running 
through  Lough  Neagh  to  the  upper  tributaries.  The 
Maine  tributary  has  yielded  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  in  the  past  week. — Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Belfast  and  District.— Trout  fishing  on  the  Dams 
has  been  very  dull  since  my  last  notes.  Of  the  local 
rivers  the  Crossgar  has  been  giving  the  best  sport.  On 
Good  Friday  Mr.  Edward  Hunter  creeled  three  trout ; 
Mr.  George  Ward,  five ;  Mr.  J.  I).  Kirk,  seven  ;  Mr! 
W.  G.  Braithwaite,  five.  On  Easter  Monday,  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  held  a  coarse  fishing  competition 
at  Toome  on  the  Bann. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — Sport  during  the  last 
fortnight  has  been  very  indifferent,  unsettled  weather 
and  dirty  little  floods,  chiefly  bog  water,  have  prevailed. 
Very  few  fish  have  been  taken.  I  can  only  hear  of  one 
or  two  being  taken  on  Slane  Castle  and  Beauparc 
lengths.  One,  on  Lower  Blackcastle,  of  181b. ;  one, 
on  Blackwater  Mills  length,  of  221b.,  by  Mr.  Slater; 
and  fourteen,  of  271b.,  251b.,  241b.,  221b.,  221b.,  201b  ' 
181b.,  181b.,  18lb.,  171b..  161b.,  161b.,  101b.,  and  91b.,  on 
Upper  Blackcastle  and  Ardmulchan,  by  Mr.  Francis 
Ley  and  party.  Very  little  sport  will  be  had  until 
we  have  had  a  good  flood. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundro-wes  (co.  Doneg-al).- The  Bundrowes  has 
been  in  flood  all  the  time,  and  discoloured.  Mr.  H. 
Stanley-Smith  killed  one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  March  29, 
and  had  four  others  in  play.  The  river  is  still  running 
high,  but  is  now  in  fair  fishing  order.— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.  —  The  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry  are  in  fair  order,  but  trout  fishing  is 
rather  dull,  and  there  will  be  little  or  no  improvement 
till  the  weather  gets  a  bit  warmer.— J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Mr.  H. 
Stanley-Smith  landed  some  fine  trout  on  the  Erne 
on  26th  ult,  eight,  largest  2Jlb.,  and  on  April  1 
nine  trout,  two  of  the  largest  51b.  and  31b.  The 
Masters  Crawford  and  others  also  took  some  fine  trout. 
The  river  is  in  good  order. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Salmon  are  arriving  in  better 
numbers  just  now  in  all  the  earlier  waters,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  materially  im- 
proved.—T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes. — The  weather  being  favourable 
sport  has  shown  up  in  all  departments.  Salmon  took 
much  better,  and  large  baskets  of  brown  trout  were 
the  rule.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
good.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  still  con- 
tinues very  poor,  although  the  river  is  in  excellent 
fishing  order,  and  a  good  number  of  fish  are  to  be  seen 
on  the  different  fisheries,  yet  they  refuse  to  take  any 
lure,  and  only  very  few  anglers  have  had  any  sport 
worth  recording. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Leenane. — Fishing  on  Lough  Natooey  last  week 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  one  rod  got  two  good  pike  and 
one  trout  on  Thursday  (March  27) ;  but  owing  to  the 
snow  water  coming  from  the  mountains  fish  would 
not  take  freely.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Clesham  got  two 
pike  on  Lough  Corrib  near  the  old  castle  at  Maam 
and  lost  one  fine  fish.  Weather  (March  31)  much 
milder,  and  fish  should  take  more  freely. — R.  H. 
McKeown. 

Lough  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.Galway). — The  Corrib 
is  running  into  fair  order.  On  Saturday  Colonel 
Wotherall  l;illed  a  321b.  salmon,  which  is  exceptionally 
heavy  for  the  Corrib,  and  since  then  some  smaller 
fish  were  killed.  There  is  a  fair  head  of  fish  in  the 
river. — J.  A.  B. 

   •  (co.    Mayo).  —  The    weather    is  still 

very  bad  for  fishing.  The  professional  fishermen 
killed  4251b.  of  trout  during  the  last  week,  or  an 
average  per  day  per  man  of  about  2Jlb.  The  bailiffs 
of  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association  during  the  same 
period  netted  five  pike  weighing  281b.  The  total  bag 
has  been  sixty-seven  pike  weighing  4151b.— S.  B.  D. 
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LoBgh    Currane    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Salmon  are  coming  up  in  better  numbers,  while  they 
have  been  seen  "  showing  "  in  the  head  waters  during 
the  past  few  days.  Sea  trout  are  arriving,  some  being 
had  in  the  weir  on  the  river  last  week.  Brown  trout 
are  yielding  generally  good  sport  already,  and  many 
good  fish  of  this  species  were  had  recently.— T.  J.  D. 

Loug^h  Mask  and  Corrib.— Weather  much  im- 
proved, and  excellent  baskets  of  trout  made  daily  on 
above  waters.  Trout  are  rising  with  the  fly  freely  on 
canal. — J.  A.  J. 

Iiougli  Melvin.— Although  the  weather  has  been 
against  the  chances  of  sport,  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland 
landed  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  March  28,  Mr.  Harold 
H.  Walker  one  of  111b.  on  March  31,  and  Mr.  G.  Kelly 
one  of  101b.  Mr.  H.  Stanley-Smith  took  a  nice  basket 
of  thirteen  trout  on  March  81,  largest  fish  a  gillaroo 
trout  of  211b.  Trout  were  rising  well  and  a  number 
of  good  sized  baskets  were  made,  one  of  the  best  taken 
was  by  Mr.  L.  Lipsett,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Browne  a  very 
fine  basket  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  A  few 
Salmo  ferox  weighing  from  21b.  to  3Jlb.  were  taken 
by  other  anglers.  Sport  continues  good.— M.  Rogan 
&  Sons. 

Mourue  (Newtown stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 

trout  fishing  season  opened  on  Tuesday  last  with  the 
rivers  in  fair  order,  but  the  weather  was  very  chilly. 
Mr.  Dobson  killed  a  bag  of  4Jlb.  The  correct  tariff 
for  the  hotel  waters  is— For  "salmon  fishing,  season 
ticket,  £3,  monthly  ticket,  £1,  weekly  ticket,  7s.  6d.  ; 
trout  fishing,  season  ticket,  £1  10s.,  weekly  ticket,  5s.' 
The  prospects  are  considered  good.  Salmon  commence 
to  run  about  the  end  of  June. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Weather  here  mild  and  warm  for  the  past 
few  days.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  five  kelts,  and  Mr. 
G.  Flynn  one  salmon  of  OJlb.  Quite  a  number  of 
clean  fish  now  in  the  river.  Fine  weather  is  all  we 
require  for  good  sport.  Both  loughs  high.  — Pat 
Heaenes.  [Your  report  arrived  too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.] 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Salmon 
fishers  have  had  to  contend  with  two  great  bugbears  to 
sport  all  the  week — namely,  vile  weather  and  high 
water.  Since  my  last  report  the  brothers  Grimes 
have  landed  on  my  preserves  a  springer  of  121b.  That 
veteran  fisherman.  Colonel  Peyton,  has  arrived  here 
for  the  fishing,  and  Captain  P.  Upton  Gaskell  and 
Master  Gaskell,  who  have  rented  my  water  for  a 
few  weeks,  have  also  arrived  from  London  and  have 


taken  up  their  quarters  at  Abbey  View.  Master 
Gaskell,  who  is  a  most  accomplished  angler,  had 
a  most  exciting  bout  with  a  huge  salmon 
yesterday.  He  hooked  the  fish  under  the  wall  on 
my  water,  and  tore  down  the  river  through  one 
of  the  arches  of  the  bridge  and  down  nearly  to 
the  mill  pool,  where  the  youthful  angler  played 
him  beautifully  for  half-an-hour  on  a  trout  rod,  and 
bad  brought  him  up  to  the  side  of  the  boat  ready  for 
the  gaff  when  the  tiny  fly  broke  and  off  he  went.  A 
thousand  pities  !  The  fish  was  supposed  to  weigh  any 
weight  from  351b.  to  401b.  Soon  after  Master  Gaskell 
was  fast  in  another  fish  which  he  landed  all  right, 
weight  7Jlb.  Trouting  fairly  good  for  so  early  in  the 
season.  Master  Gaskell  has  basketed  several  lovely 
fish  on  my  water. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  have  had  very 
heavy  rain  during  the  past  week,  but  it  has  not  put 
the  river  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Since  March  18  the 
following  fish  have  been  taken  : — On  Doonass,  by  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams,  seven  salmon,  weighing  21Jlb.,  221b., 
251b.,  29Jlb.,  321b.,  831b.,  and  35Jlb.  On  Landscape, 
the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  23Jlb.  and  43Jlb. ; 
on  this  fishery  also,  'Mr.  J.  W.  Church  killed  one 
salmon,  211b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  241b.,  and  Mr.  W.  IPiers  Jones,  one  salmon, 
351b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Todd  killed  one  salmon, 
201b.,  and  Mr.  Deane,  one  salmon,  251b.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  Todd  killed  one  salmon,  40Jlb.,  and  Mr.  W.  C. 
Jones,  one  salmon,  301b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  John 
[  Enright  killed  one  salmon,  201b.  On  the  Worldsend, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  271b. 
— John  Eneight  &  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — The 
above  waters  have  not  been  fished  this  season  so  far, 
but,  as  a  rule,  anglers  do  not  go  out  on  them  until  the 
sea  trout  season  commences.  Those  waters  hold  an 
unlimited  supply  of  good-sized  brown  trout,  and  afford 
probably  the  best  sea-trout  fishing  in  Ireland  during 
the  autumn  months.  They  arc  strictly  preserved,  but 
tickets  to  fish  can  be  had  at  a  very  reasonable  charge. 
They  can  be  fished  from  the  shore,  but  the  best  sport 
by  far  is  had  from  a  boat. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (March  27). — Between  two  snowy  bursts 
ill  the  weather  lately  there  was  an  inclination  towards 
sport  on  the  part  of  the  Upper  Rhone  Valley  trout. 
Up  to  a  dozen  each  at  times  were  got  among  four  rods 
from  the  Bellevue  Hotel  Sierre,  not  generally  of  much 
larger  size  than  could  get  through  the  nets  permitted 
to  be  worked  in  that  locality  and  the  water  attached. 
In  the  Rhone,  however,  if  fewer,  larger  trout  were  met 
with.  One  very  fine  fish  was  hooked  and  lost  by  Mr. 
Robinson  in  steering  him  clear  of  the  snags  and  groynes. 
On  the  whole  the  fishing  has  been  indifferent.  The 
Stockalper  and  Vaudois  waters,  nearer  to  hand,  have 
been  scarcely  visited,  and  when  they  were  the  trout 
have  not  cared  to  show  themselves  in  the  prevalent 
vilain  temps. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  having  got  rather 
seasonable,  fishing  has  been  resumed,  with  much 
success  at  various  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Several  B.S.A.S.  members  have  been 
down  [and  have  had  fair  catches,  although  the  season 
is  as  yet  rather  young.  I  noticed  some  boats  at 
Penlee,  and  also  at  the  west  end  of  the  breakwater, 
and  they  seemed  to  be  busy  hauling  in  fish.    It  is 


rather  early  yet  for  the  rod  fishermen  at  Penlee  and 
Rame  for  casting  for  pollack  and  bass  ;  they  are  not 
close  in  shore  enough  yet.  I  noticed  several  takes  of 
mullet  at  Gcnans  Bay,  where  they  also  enclosed 
a  school  of  mackerel  the  next  day,  and  also  at 
Kingsbridge  ;  the  take  of  mackerel  in  the  first  for  the 
season,  and  will  bo  welcomed  by  the  Coruishmen, 
who  are  now  on  the  look-out  for  them. — William 
Hkakder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  bore  has  been  nice  and 
fine  during  the  holidays.  Fishing  has  been  going  on 
successfully  in  the  bay  and  at  the  breakwater.  Large 
catches  of  bass  continue  to  be  taken  in  the  harbour, 
but  principally  at  the  evening  tides.  There  are  a 
good  many  visitors  here  on  their  angling  expeditions. 
Weather  nice  and  fine,  plenty  of  sunshine.  Wind  S. 
to  S.W.    Sea  smooth. — Ska  Bream. 


April  7. 


Jingling  ^tjcfurcs. 


Anglers'  Association :   Renting   and  Preservation 

Committee  Meeting  at  8.30  p.m. 
Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
April  8. 
City  of  London  Piscatorials :  Concert. 

April  14. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  Dinner. 

,,    15. — Gresham  :  Private  Exhibition  of  Flies  and 

Ply  Tackle  by  Members. 
„    19. — Gresham  :  Instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at 

Chesham. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will 
meet  on  Monday  next,  April  7,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G. 

WOODEUFF. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  fourteenth  annual  competition  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Con- 
valescent Home  funds  took  place  on  March  30.  Fifty- 
four  competitors  have  been  awarded  prizes.  The  first 
four  were  ;  J.  Osborne,  21b.  Boz.  ;  H.  Turner,  lib.  5Joz.  ; 
W.  Clist,  lib.  O^oz.  ;  T.  Jenner,  lib.  The  last  four 
prizes  were :  Jones,  51b.  j^.^oz. ;  N.  Harris,  41b.  ^|oz.  : 
T.  Stinton,  41b.  ^^.oz.  ;  Kind,  Bib.  }f,oz.  Mr.  S.  Malby 
will  announce  the  date  for  the  distribution  of  prizes 
in  his  next  report. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

On  Wednesday,  March  26,  Mr.  N.  Edwards  in  the 
chair,  the  usual  business  was  transacted,  reports 
received  from  agents  and  members,  and  discussion 
ensued.  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
had  been  appointed  by  the  committee  delegate  of  the 
society  to  the  Anglers'  Association,  with  whom  the 
society  had  been  enrolled. — W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Sec. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  last  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Bergnie. 
A  new  member  was  elected  and  several  applications 
for  membership  received.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presented 
the  society  with  a  beautiful  set  of  fish  trays  and  Mr. 
Parker  donated  a  chairman's  hammer  (walrus  ivory). 
It  was  notified  that  as  admission  to  the  concert  on 
April  8  would  be  by  ticket  only,  to  prevent  disap- 
pointment early  application  (by  members  desirous 
of  extra  tickets)  should  be  made  to  the  secretary. 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  Fishing-  Rod  and  Tackle 

Manufacturers. 

'Ei^it't   Pi>ize   IMteclals   and   Special   I>ii>loma.s  Awa.r'ded. 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF  THE  MULTUM-IN-PARYO  TROUT  ROD,  21/- 

FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,   ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

All  the  Firm's  Specialities  may  now  be  seen  at  the  above  Exhibition.    Over  400  Rods  to  select 

from— In  Built  Cane,  Greenheart,  and  Blue  Mahoe. 
THOUSANDS  OF  TESTIMONIALS.  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  NOW  READY,  GRATIS. 
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The  chains  of  habit  are  generally  too  small  to  be  felt 
till  they  arc  too  strong  to  be  broken. — Db.  Johnson. 


"  How  far  and  in  what  way  a  connection  can  be 
traced  between  Goodwin  Sands  and  Tenterden  Steeple 
is  a  matter  of  great  doubt,  and  the  subject  of  not  a 
few  disputes,"  writes  a  correspondent,  referring  to  a 
remark  on  the  subject  in  last  week's  ."Jottings." 
'•  There  certainly  is  in  the  local  mind  a  connection 
between  the  two,  based  probably  on  the  tradition  that 
when  the  material  for  the  building  of  Tenterden 
Steeple  was  collected  a  great  portion  of  the  stone  was 
hurriedly  removed  to  repair  a  breach  in  the  sea-wall 
by  which  an  inundation  of  the  low-lying  country  next 
the  sea  was  threatened.  This  act  of  sacrilege,  as  it 
was  then  deemed,  was  punished  by  a  mighty  incursion 
of  the  sea  which  Isroke  down  the  barriers  and  overran 
the  estates  of  the  sacrilegious  nobleman  by  whom  the 
order  was  given.  Sandwich  Harbour  was  choked  up 
and  destroyed,  and  much  damage  done.  This  is 
immortalised  in  the  doggerel  lines — 

'Tenterden  Steeple  it  hath  been  sayed 
Sandwich  Harbour  hath  decayed.'  " 
***** 

I  am  much  obliged  to  my  correspondent  for  his 
interesting  note  and  for  endeavouring  to  put  mo  right. 
His  explanation,  however,  rather  reminds  one  of  the 
schoolboy's  definition  of  salt  as  "  the  stuff  that  makes 
potatoes  taste  bad  if  you  don't  put  none  on,"  as  by  his 
own  showing  Tenterden  Steeple  was  not  in  existence 
at  the  time  of  the  storm  he  refers  to.  The  traditions 
and  legends  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Goodwin  Sands  it 
will  be  remembered  were  gone  into  at  some  length  in 
our  last  Christmas  number  in  Mr.  Hussey's  lifeboat 
article. 


For  many  years  the  Dovey  Fishery  Association, 
says  the  MancJiester  G-2iardian,  held  the  rights  of 
fishing  in  the  Dovey  River  from  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynn  at  a  nominal  rent,  but  upon  the  death  of  the 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Sackville  Phelps)  it  was  understood 
that  fresh  terms  would  be  imposed,  and  at  a  meeting 
of  the  association  it  was  agreed  to  oSer  £200.  To  this 
Sir  Watkin  replied  that  it  was  too  small,  and  asked  for 
£350  a  year.  A  well-attended  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  association  discussed  the  matter,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  accept  the  new  terms.  This  decision  was  communi- 
cated to  Sir  Watkin,  who  replied  to  Mr.  Lascelles,  the 
hon.  secretary,  stating  that  he  would  accept  the  £350, 
but  on  the  following  conditions  :— (1)  Rent,  £350  a 
year ;  (2)  no  more  than  forty  rods  to  be  allowed  on  the 
river;  (3)  not  less  than  four  river  watchers  to  be 
regularly  kept  and  employed  on  the  river ; '  (4)  no 
netting  to  be  allowed  except  with  Sir  Watkin's  written 
consent ;  and  (5)  the  names  of  three  or  four  gentlemen 
who  would  take  up  the  lease  to  be  submitted  to  Sir 
Watkin  for  approval.  Added  to  the  circular  sent  out 
by  the  hon.  secretary  was  the  following  note : — 
"Having  been  connected  with  the  Dovey  Fishery 
Association  for  so  many  years,  I  feel  justified,  when 
sending  this  circular  to  members  of  it,  in  expressing 
my  opinion  that  the  conditions  stated  preclude  the 
possibility  of  the  club  taking  over  the  river  from  Sir 
Watkin.  With  the  addition  of  another  keeper  our 
annual  liabilities  may  reach  the  sum  of  £843,  and  this 
has  to  be  divided  among  forty  rods  only."  The 
members  have  decided  not  to  accept  the  new  terms, 
and  the  association  will  be  at  once  dissolved. 


Talk  about  the  advance  of  modern  science,  it's 
wonderful !  The  meteorological  ofUce  plainly  say  that 
they  cannot  predict  the  weather  with  any  amount  of 
certainty  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours 
ahead.  And  yet  our  meteorological  expert  told  us  a 
week  beforehand  what  the  Easter  weather  would  be, 
and  he  was  absolutely  correct.  The  prediction  was, 
I  hope,  of  much  use  to  readers.  'To  parody  the 
refrain  of  a  popular  song,  "  What  do  you  think  of 
the  F.G.  now  ?  "  I  intend  keeping  that  meteorologist 
on  tap;  he  will  be  useful  probably  in  the  future. 


The  Fisheries  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  continues 
until  April  15,  and  visitors  will  find  a  really  excellent 
entertainment  provided.  The  combination  of  Bisini's 
grand  circus  and  a  first-class  variety  show  is  a  happy 
one,  and,  judging  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  daily 
welcomed,  should  prove  a  lengthy  partnership.  Any- 
how, anyone  wandering  Westminster  way  should  not 
miss  seeing  the  boxing  horses  and  Bisini's  ten  pure 
Arabians. 


A  NEW  candidate  for  favour  is  Daily  Sport,  a  well 
printed,  smart,  reliable  and  prophetic  ha'porth,  which 
is  already  running  older  and  dearer  papers  close.  It 
is  juit  the  thing  for  sportsmen  who  v/ant  news  and 
suggestions  pithily  and  wittily  written.  Daily  Sport 
ought  to  make  small  fortunes  for  many  and  big  ones 
for  the  proprietors.    They  deserve  it. 


"  As  the  days  lengthen,  and  a  tinge  of  the  faintest 
green  begins  to  show  upon  the  larch ;  as  the  daffodil 
supplants  the  crocus,  and  the  primrose  stars  the  moss 
of  the  woodlands  ;  as  tiny  white  lambs  dot  the  fields, 
and  the  peewits  stoop  and  scream  over  the  dusty 
fallows,  an  unwonted  restlessness  surges  within  the 
angler's  bosom."  Exactly  so  1  I  know  the  surge 
well,  but  perhaps  left  to  myself  I  might  have  described 
it  differently.  Indulgence  in  such  a  high-faluting  style 
would,  I  fear,  lead  to  me  getting  my  i's  dotted  as  well 
as  the  fields,  but  don't  imagine  that  this  tall  stuff 
cannot  be  turned  out  for  the  F.  G.  if  wanted.  How  is 
this  for  high  ? 

***** 

As  the  nights  wax  shorter  the  composite  candles 
retain  their  length.  Out-door  exercise  lures  from  the 
worship  of  the  rosy  god,  and  only  a  faint  tinge  is  left 
on  the  angler's  proboscis.  The  fishing  rod  supplants 
the  churchwarden,  and  the  faint  odour  of  "  three 
stars"  mingles  with  the  zephyrs  of  the  honeysuckle 
(and  the  bee).  Tiny  white  duns  are  heard,  I  mean 
seen,  by  the  river  side,  and  the  peewits  are  soaring 
over  many  dusty  fellows.  A  very  usual  restfulness 
surges  all  over  the  angler's  anatomy  when  anyone 
whispers  "  work." 


All  Londoners  ought  to  belong  to  the  "  upper  " 
classes,  for  everything  is  "  up  "  just  now.  The  House 
is  "up,"  the  streets  are  "up,"  rates  and  taxes  are 
"  up,"  Santos  Dumont  says  he  is  going  "  up,"  and 
although  it  is  only  probable  that  he  may  fly  where  he 
wants  to  go  to,  that  the  "  May  Fly "  will  soon  be 
"  up  "  is  certain. 


Everybody  knows  the  pretty  little  fishing  hut 
which  figures  in  Walton  and  Cotton's  "  Compleat 
Angler."  This  little  sketch  seems  almost  like  its  twin 
brother.  It  is  one  of  those  quaint  old  Dutch  cottages 
still  to  be  seen  on  Canvey  Island,  and  I'll  warrant  the 
smell  of  fried  fish  is  an  aroma  which  clings  to  the  cot, 
for  there  is  good  sea-fishing  off  Canvey  and  at  Leigh 


and  Benfleet  close  by.  I  believe  this  is  the  cot  which 
has  a  record  of  300  odd  births.  In  spite  of  the  salu- 
brity of  the  spot,  generations  of  inhabitants  of  "this 
cottage  by  the  sea  "  have  had  plenty  of  squalls.  I 
don't  think  I  should  cry  to  find  myself  in  such  a 
pretty  little  place,  with  fine  views,  plenty  of  fishing 
and  shooting,  and  an  atmosphere  that  would  develop 
an  appetite  in  an  Egyptian  mummy. 


The  April  part  of  M'Call's  "  Racing  Calendar,"  7, 
Hunter-street,  Liverpool,  is  to  hand,  which  all  true 
sportsmen  and  fishermen  will,  no  doubt,  find  accept- 
able at  this  time  of  the  year. 


"  I  MET  Lowell  in  London  as  we  were  entering  the 
gateway  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  on  '  American 
Day.'  '  I  must  make  an  opening  speech,'  he  said,  '  as 
the  presiding  officer,  and  I  have  no  idea  what  to  say.' 
'  Tell  them  the  story  of  the  American  oyster,'  I  replied. 
'  What  is  that  ? '  he  asked.  So  I  told  him  that  our 
Baltimore  biologist.  Dr.  Brooks,  had  discovered 
recently  that  the  American  oyster  differs  from  the 
European  oyster  by  beginning  its  career  outside  the 
parental  shell.  In  the  oyster  world,  as  in  the  human 
world,  young  America  is  eager  to  begin  life  on  its  own 
account,  without  parental  supervision.  Pretty  soon  I 
heard  Mr.  Lowell  tell  the  story  in  his  agreeable  way, 
and  it  was  correctly  given  in  the  report  of  his  speech." 
—From  "  Some  Noteworthy  Scholars,"  by  Daniel  C. 
GiLMAN,  in  the  April  Scribner's. 


A  FEW  mouths  ago  the  crew  of  the  Ramsgate  fishing 
smack  Deerhound  accused  some  Dutch  fishermen  of 
Sohoveningen  of  cutting  their  rigging  and  nets  and  of 
assault.  An  action  was  brought  against  the  Dutch- 
men, and  judgment  has  just  been  entered.  The 
prosecution  urged  that  the  Dutch  captain  should  be 
fined,  but  he  has  been  acquitted,  the  judge  holding 
that  there  were  faults  on  both  sides.  There  was  no 
appearance  on  behalf  of  the  Englishmen. 


"  Ping-pong  and  music,"  said  the  invitation,  and 
after  the  guests  had  "  ping-ponged "  the  musio  was 
started  by  an  old-young  lady  with  a  raucous  soprano 
voice  singing  Tennyson's  "  Brook,"  the  refrain  of 
which  aroused  "Truthful  Tommy,"  who  was  present, 
to  a  sense  of  his  position. 

"  Men  may  come  and  men  may  go. 
But  I  go  on  for  ever." 
"  Oh  I  do  you,"  growled  "  T.  T.,"  "  then  in  that  case  I 
shall  be  one  of  the  men  that  go,"  and  he  forthwith 
passed  out  into  the  night. 


The  author  of  several  smartly-written  and  popular 
musical  plays,  says  the  Daily  Express,  had  been 
working  too  hard,  and  betook  himself  to  Scotland 
for  a  holiday.  The  Land  o'  Cakes  furnishes  few 
amusements  at  this  season  of  the  year ;  but  one 
was  available  to  the  gentleman,  who  is  an  expert 
in  the  wielding  of  a  salmon  rod.  Sweetly  unconscious 
of  the  fact  that  the  close  time  now  reigns,  the  visitor 
sallied  forth  along  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Tay  armed 
with  rod  and  line.  Fortune  smiled  on  his  efforts,  and 
half  a  dozen  nice  fish,  averaging  about  211b.  each,  fell 
captive  to  his  landing-net.  The  sportsman,  highly 
delighted,  pondered  over  the  disposal  of  his  catch. 
Ah  !  happy  thought  I  Salmon  is  selling  at  48.  a  pound 
in  London  !    Mine  shall  go  there  1 

***** 

To  Euston  Station  came  the  consignment ;  and,  in 
due  course,  to  Euston  Station  came  also  certain  West 
End  fishmongers'  carts  to  convey  the  fish  to  their 
owners'  establishments  ;  the  fish  having  been  disposed 
of  at  a  nice  price  by  the  London  agent  of  the  successful 
sportsman.  Delivery  orders  were  presented,  but  the 
railway  officials  were  unable  to  honour  them.  The 
ubiquitous  officials  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
learning  by  some  mysterious  imderground  channel 
of  the  projected  deal,  promptly  seized  the  fish.  A 
telegram  to  Scotland  brought  a  trembling  visitor  to 
Fishmongers'  Hall ;  apologies  and  explanations  were 
tendered,  but  not  accepted ;  and  now  a  woe-begone 
playwright  sits  in  his  chambers  haunted  by  the  know- 
ledge that  he  must  face  a  prosecution  for  "  illegally 
offering  for  sale  certain  fish,  to  wit,  salmon,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Acts." 


"  Let  me  lie  where  the  rushes  grow, 
When  spring  makes  all  the  branches  grow 

And  gives  a  verdure  to  the  grass. 
Let  the  flowers  their  faces  show 
While  all  Nature  seems  to  glow 

With  welcome  to  all  who  pass. 
"  Let  the  only  sound  that's  heard 
Be  babble  of  stream  and  song  of  bird. 

All  be  still  on  the  earth's  calm  breast. 
In  the  gloaming  I  will  lie. 
Rest  tired  ear  and  weary  eye, 

And  take  a  well  earned  rest. 
"  Dark  grows  the  light,  the  shadows  drear, 
Yet  sweet  I  feel  it  resting  here 

And  watch  for  silent  night. 
Underneath  the  trees  I  keep. 
With  my  fly  the  ripples  sweep 

In  the  waning  light." 


That  poor  letter  "h,"  what  a  stumbling-block  it  is. 
Some  people  drop  it  altogether,  others  "exasperate" 
it.  Its  misuse  the  other  day  gave  a  terrible  scare  to  a 
most  respectable  old  gentleman.  He  was  having  his 
hair  cut,  and  the  barber  who  was  attending  to  him,  as 
is  the  wont  of  his  craft,  tried  to  start  a  conversation. 
"Terrible  thing  this  smallpox,  sir,"  began  the  knight 
of  the  scissors  ;  "I  see  by  the  pyper  there  was  sixty- 
height  noo  cases  yesterday,  and  they  tell  me  the 
infection  is  conveyed  by  the  hair."  "  Indeed,"  said 
the  old  gentleman,  and  he  was  so  startled  that  he  was 
very  nearly  losing  his  right  ear  by  the  scissors,  "  then 
I  do  hope  you  are  most  particular  about  the  brushes 
you  use !  "  "  Oh  !  you  misunderstand  me,  sir,"  was 
the  reply ;  "  I  did  not  mean  the  'air  of  the  'ed,  I 
meant  the  hair  of  the  hatmosphere." 


A  GRAVE  physician  (an  angler)  suggests  this  prescrip- 
tion for  anglers  suffering  from  gout,  rheumatism, 
depression,  and  similar  ailments : — "  R.  F.  G.  (2d.). 
Sig.  One  every  Saturday  durante  vitd." 


It  is  most  annoying  this  worrying  celebrities  to 
edit  popular  papers  "for  one  day  only."  Of  course  it 
is  more  creditable  to  edit  the  Sun  than  to  shoot  the 
moon,  but  I  should  decline  both  operations.  I  once 
edited  Bradshaw  and  made  all  the  trains  in  the  king- 
dom start  from  one  place  at  the  same  time.  There 
was  a  bit  of  a  squeeze.  At  another  time  I  mentioned 
a  death  which  had  not  occurred,  so  I  had  to  kill  the 
man  in  order  to  keep  up  my  character  for  veracity.  I 
was  once  pressed  to  edit  Truth,  on  the  Lucus  a  noii 
lucendo  principle,  but  that  I  declined.  No  1  I  don't 
sigh  for  more  worlds  to  conquer.  This  column  or  so 
is  quite  enough  for  Dkagnet. 
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Pfovineial  Angling  ]?otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  TJiursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Queen's  Head  Angling  Society  held  their  third 
annual  concert  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,   Snow  Hill,   on  Easter  Tuesday  last.  The 
society's  committee,  together  with  the  members,  have 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  that  attended 
their  efforts,  as  the  large  room  was  crowded  to  excess. 
Some  of  the  artists  were  specially  engaged,  and  a 
number  of  other  singers  turned  up  to  do  a  turn  which  did 
much  to  make  the  evening  very  enjoyable.  Some  of  the 
clubs  have  taken  advantage  of  the  holidays,  and  have 
sent  out  their  members  in  all  directions  to  secure  private 
waters  for  the  use  of  their  members,  and  in  some 
mstances,  with  the  sanction  of  the  members,  some 
very  good  waters  will  be  taken.    Matters  remain  very 
much  the  same  with  the  action  of  Birmingham  and 
District  United  Anglers'  Association  seceding  from 
the  Provincial  Anglers'  Association.     The  leading 
railway  authorities  in  Birmingham  will  be  met  next 
week,  when  the  question  will  be  seriously  considered. 
The  clubs  are  very  much  resenting  the  action  of  the 
companies,  and  instead  of  using  the  travelling  cards 
they    will    avail    themselves    of    the    privilege  of 
travelling  with  the  week-end  tickets.    The  gentle- 
men who  have  rented    the    Earlswood  Reservoir 
seem  to  be  sparing  no  expense  in  order  to  make  the 
water  the  best  fishing  near  to  Birmingham  ;  during  the 
last  two  months  they  have  put  in  some  thousands  of 
splendid  fish,  the  roach  and  perch  have  averaged  over 
Jib.  each,  and  they  have  another  fine  lot  to  be  put  in 
next  week.    Clubs  and  those  who  own  private  waters 
should  take  a  copy  from  this  and  follow  this  example. 
I  hear  that  the  Acocks  Green  Club  is  in  rather  poor 
circumstances ;  this  is,  from  what  I  have  been  told, 
attributable  to  the  want  of  energv,  not  only  on  the 
part  of  the  members  but  on  the  part  of  officers ;  when 
this  club  was  formed  they  had  a  bright  prospect  in 
front  of  them,  but  opportunities  have  been  missed  and 
the  club  at  present  does  not  consist  of  many  members 
The  testimonial  fund  to  Mr.  0.  White,  the  late  secre- 
tary to  the  Birmingham  and  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, has  been  closed,  and  a  cheque  for  £16  I63.  3d. 
has  been  forwarded  to  him  for  the  amount.  Twenty- 
five  clubs  out  of  about  150  have  contributed  to  the 
fund,  and  Mr.  White  wishes  to  thank  one  and  all 
concerned  for  what  they  have  done,  and  hopes  at  some 
future  time  to  return  the  compliment  to  all  those  who 
were  identified  with  the  affair.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
very  quiet  during  the  holidays,  although  we  have  had 
some  very  nice  weather.    The  private  brooks  have  been 
fished  with  poor  results,  and  the  Severn,  near  to 
Birmingham,  has  not  been  productive  so  far. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Fishing  during  the  holidays  was  not  at  all  good,  the 
boisterous  weather  considerably  interfering  with  the 
efforts  of  those  who  had  a  turn  with  the  trout  rod. 
The  waters  had  recovered  from  the  heavy  rainfall  at 
the  beginning  of  the  previous  week,  and  there  was  no 
cause  to  complain  on  this  account.  The  cold  weather 
during  March  checked  the  development  of  vegetation 
and  insect  life,  and  until  the  temperature  is  warmer 
we  cannot  expect  much  improvement  in  sport.  Very 
few  flies  are  yet  on  the  water. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  in  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Rye  and  Derwent  during  the  holidays, 
and  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  and 
Drifaeld  canal  odd  nice  fish  were  taken,  and  the 
waters  are  in  first-class  condition  for  this  week-end. 
Yet  the  weather  during  Eastertide,  although  fine  on  the 
whole,  has  been  bitterly  cold  and  squally  at  times,  and 
especially  on  Good  Friday,  when  the  chief  of  our  local 
matches  was  fished,  consequently  very  little  sport  was 
anticipated,  and  in  some  several  of  the  prizes  have  not 
been  taken ;  in  fact,  in  the  Stoneferry  Star  An^lini^ 
Society's  match  on  Minto  Flatts,  only  one  com°- 
petitor  (T.  Webster)  out  of  twenty-tree  managed 
to  secure  a  fish;  yet,  on  the  Holderness  Drains, 
matters  were  much  better,  and  some  fairly  good  takes, 
for  the  time  of  year,  secured.  Codling  fishing  was 
pursued  by  some  of  our  local  anglers  with  a  fair 
amount  of  success  at  Paull  and  other  favourite  resorts 
on  the  river  Humber,  and  fish  up  to  61b.  each  taken 
with  the  mussel  bait.  Other  anglers  taking  advantat'e 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  bye-law,  allowing 
pike  to  be  taken  all  the  year  round,  secured  a  few 
good  fish  on  the  Hull,  one  being  reported  of  1.31b 
from  the  Grovehill  district.  The  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  one  thousand  mature  flounders  to  be  turned 
into  the  Holderness  Drains.  On  Saturday  nest 
(April  12)  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society  fish 
their  first  match  this  season  on  the  Hull  at  Grovehill, 
and  the  Osborne  Angling  Society  at  Hull  Bridge' 
whilst  to-day  (April  5)  the  centre  of  attraction  for 
Hull  anglers  is  Messrs.  Holmas'  Society's  open  match 
on  the  river  at  Dunswell. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  repof  t  from  the  Bollin  of  the  sport  obtained  during 
the  holidays  states  that  the  weather  has  been  cold  but 
that  the  river  has  fished  very  well.  A  good  number 
of  fair  trout  have  been  taken,  the  best  fish  lib.  3dz., 
not  bad  for  a  river  which  has  only  recently  re- 
ceived any  protection  and  new  stock.  Several  members 
have  spent  the  holidays  in  reducing  the  pike  in  this 
water  and  have  succeeded  in  killing  a  lot.  Our 
rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  continue  to 
yield  some  sport,  but  not  of  the  character  we  have  a 
right  to  expect.  Cold  weather  and  high  winds  have 
militated  against  fly  fishing ;  the  fish  appear  to  have 
turned  into  bottom  feeders.  The  best  flies  have  been 
March  Brown  (light  partridge,  and  dirk  snipe  and 
purple).  The  rise  is  indiSerent,  and  bait  fishers 
report  the  best  baskets.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of 
natural  flies,  and  only  in  the  middle  of  the  day  is 
there  any  rise,  and  only  then  for  a  few  hours. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  and  from  the  limited  number  of 
reports  to  hand— many  have  not  returned  in  time  to 
be  questioned— the  Easter  holidays  are  another  in- 
stance of  disappointment  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view.  One  or  two  locals  certainly  met  with  good 
sport ;  one  party  fishing  near  Rhyl,  three  rods  in  two 
days  killed  eighty  good  trout,  most  of  a  good  size  and 
in  good  condition.  Others  on  the  Dine  do  not  appear 
to  have  done  much,  but  report  a  lot  of  rods  from  Wigan 
who  were  enjoying  themselves  in  catching  and  retain- 
ing gudgeon.  Locals  at  Llanymyneoh  and  other  dis- 
tant resorts  have  not  done  particularly  well.  It  is 
pleasing  to  learn  that  a  few  enjoyable  days  are  in 
evidence  on  private  trout  waters  stocked  and  protected 
by  clubs  who  do  not  spend  money  on  matches  but  on 
fishing.  One  of  the  most  interesting  items  for  this 
city  is  the  fact  that  a  local  water  after  being  closed  for 
three  years  is  to  be  opened  for  fishing  at  a  charge  of 
Is.  per  day. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  trout  anglers  were  out  daring  the  holidays, 
and  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck  (both  local  rivers) 
some  choice  fish  were  creeled  by  the  aid  of  the  worm. 
Parts  are  preserved,  but  others  are  available,  and  it 
was  on  these  that  the  fish  were  taken.  On  the  Greet, 
Mr.  T.  Lewis,  Mr.  W.  Rayson,  Mr.  G.  Clarke,  Mr.  C. 
Grey,  and  Mr.  W.  Foulds  each  secured  the  limit  per 
rod  (three  brace)  ;  whilst  on  the  Dover  Beek,  Mr.  W. 
Belvoir  and  Mr.  T.  Williams  bagged  3J  brace  between 
them.  At  the  Greet  mouth,  Mr.  E.  Bayley  landed  a 
"  pounder,"  and  on  paying  a  second  visit  he  caught 
several  general  fish,  which  were,  of  course,  returned. 
Mr.  T.  Large,  Mr.  H.  Wharton,  and  Mr.  E.  Rockley, 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  spent  their  holiday  on 
the  Dove,  and  secured  something  like  fifteen  brace  of 
trout  ;  they  also  spoke  highly  of  their  quarters,  the 
Izaak  Walton  Hotel.  On  other  private  waters  Mr. 
Councillor  Lee,  J.P.,  got  five  splendid  fish  on  Monday, 
and  on  the  folio's  ing  day  further  creels  were 
made  on  the  Dover  Beck.  Last  week  I  men- 
tioned that  the  Wellington  Society  had  placed 
2000  additional  trout  in  their  waters  on  the 
Trent  at  Shardlow.  My  notes  had  to  be  posted  earlier 
than  usual  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday,  and 
shortly  after  their  despatch  I  received  the  welcome 
news  that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  supplemented  the  con- 
signment with  a  personal  gift  of  one  hundred  three- 
year-olds.  These — a  grand  lot— were  liberated  with 
the  others,  the  whole  being  supplied  by  the  well- 
known  Milton  Hatchery,  near  Burton-on-Trent.  Mr. 
I.  W.  Foster,  late  hon.  secretary  of  the  Trent  Anti- 
Pollution  Society,  has  been  presented  with  a  handsome 
silver  cigarette  case  at  the  City  Piscatorial  Society's 
dinner  for  the  great  services  he  rendered  in  connection 
with  the  stoppage  of  the  nuisance.  The  society,  as 
recorded  by  "  Dragnet"  in  his  ever-interesting  gossip, 
has  handed  over  to  the  Fishery  Board  the  sum  of  £13 
which  they  had  in  hand. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  lovelj  weather  for  the  Easter  holidays, 
so  far  as  pleisure-seekers  were  concerned,  but  a  nasty 
north-east  wind  was  blowing  for  several  days,  when  it 
veered  round  to  the  north-west  and  was  so  high  you 
could  not  keep  the  flies  on  the  water.  There  were 
fewer  rods  out  than  is  usual  at  this  season,  and  sport 
by  no  means  good,  and  in  only  two  or  three  cases 
were  more  than  two  brace  of  trout  taken  in  a  day. 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Weaver,  of  the  City  Club,  had 
each  a  catch,  I  hear,  but  then  they  were  fishing  pre- 
served water.  The  trout  are  far  from  being  in  condition 
yet,  and  it  is  a  good  thing  so  few  have  been  taken ;  a 
week  or  two  of  line  weather  will  mend  them  wonder- 
fully, and  there  will  be  far  more  pleasure  in  catching 
them.  The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  is  being 
strictly  observed  by  the  various  clubs  in  the 
city,  not  even  pike  fishing  is  indulged  in.  Dace 
are  spawning  early  this  year,  and  numbers  are 
on  the  sandy  shallows  which  evidently  have  finished 
their  duties.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  slow 
during  the  past  week  ;  the  fishermen  have  taken  three 
fish  to  Mr.  Thorpe,  fishmonger,  Broad-street — nice  fish 


of  t'ae  following  weight,  251b.,  12lb.,  and  8lb.,  which 
are  pretty  well  all  the  catch  of  the  week  so  far  as  I 
can  learn.    The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  cold  winds,  frost,  and  storms, 
little  has  been  seen  of  the  trout.  Very  few  flies  have 
been  out  on  the  streams,  which  in  many  instances 
rose  and  became  rather  clouded.  Not  much  sport  is 
anticipated  until  the  weather  becomes  more  favour- 
able. The  Swale  and  its  tributaries  have,  perhaps, 
yielded  the  bast  panniers.  The  other  day  a 
Northallerton  angler  showed  a  very  good  basket 
of  trout  caught  at  Ellerback.  The  catch  com- 
prised fourteen  fine  fish.  Messrs.  Nichol,  Smithson, 
and  Ed.  Metcalfe,  of  Northallerton,  members  of  the 
Black  Ox  Angling  Club,  fished  on  the  club  waters  for 
the  first  time  this  season,  and  a  brace  of  very  fine  trout 
were  bagged  by  Mr.  Smithson.  On  March  23  eighteen 
members  of  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club 
journeyed  to  Hull  Bridge  to  take  part  in  the 
first  fishing  match  of  the  season.  Five  of  the 
number  did  not  succeed  at  all,  the  successful 
anglers  being  Frank  Waites,  14}oz.  ;  Wm.  Youo", 
Charles  Barker,  A  Waites,  jun.,  J.  W.  Brown  Fred 
Waites,  T.  Renston,  C.  Wo^d,  T.  Waites,  H.  Verity, 
and  Ed.  England.  H.  Verity  and  Chas.  Barker 
received  extra  prizes  for  the  first  fish  caught  and  for 
the  heaviest  fish  respectively.  The  York  Amal- 
gamation of  Anglers  held  a  meeting,  which  was 
large  and  representative,  at  headquarters  a  few 
nights  ago,  when  matters  of  interest  and  import- 
ance were  considered.  Captain  W.  H.  Key  was 
reappointed  president,  and  the  same  vice-presidents 
were  also  chosen,  with  the  addition  of  the  name  of 
Captain  Dunnington  -  Jefferson.  The  meeting  was 
adjourned  until  April  8,  when  it  is  understood  other 
important  business  will  be  transacted. 


ilofcs  from  tf)e  Wottf). 

Sir  Henby  Meredith,  Bart.,  is  on  the  Carlogie 
section  of  the  Dee;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  on 
Kincardine  Lodge  waters  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Grace  on  the 
Commonty  and  Sluie;  and  the  young  laird  of  Ballogie, 
Mr.  Nicol,  and  a  friend  on  the  Ballogie  water  for  Ap°ril. 

An  American  gentleman  was  anxious  to  get  a  rod  on 
the  Dee  last  week,  but  the  least  available  reach  could 
not  just  then  be  secured  under  £20  for  four  days' 
angling,  with  but  small  chance  of  a  fish.  "  I  guess 
I'll  leave  it  alone,"  he  said,  and  took  the  late  train 
south. 

I'et  this  is  by  no  means  an  exorbitant  rental  to 
ask  as  rentals  go  on  the  Dee  and  other  boomed 
streams  with  a  reputation  for  sport.  Pity  that  the 
reputation  is  about  all  some  anglers  get  for 'their  time 
and  money. 


The  trout  season  has  hardly  begun.  Anglers  are 
doing  their  best,  and  the  March  Brown  has  nowhere 
appeared  in  force,  and  frosts  keep  it  back  ;  till  it  does, 
empty  creels  will  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Gordon  has  been  the  most  killing  salmon  lure 
on  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee  this  season,  while  the 
Lady  Cecil  and  Glentana  Favourite  have  done  well 
farther  inland. 


Loch  Leven  is  likely  to  be  more  popular  this  vear 
than  ever.  The  first  trout  was  killed  by  a  Glasgow 
angler  last  week  in  good  condition,  under  anything 
but  favourable  angling  conditions.  All  round  it  takes 
about  £1  a  day  to  fish  the  looh  ;  but  this  is  cheap  as 
angling  waters  go. 


The  Easter  holiday  in  the  north  has  not  been 
attended  with  anything  like  decent  sport,  and  although 
the  climatic  conditions  are  changing,  the  prospect'of 
even  average  luck  is  by  no  means  assured. 


Lord  Penrhyn  has  now  taken  over  the  full  rights  of 
the  Cairnton  Dee  water,  and  is  expected  north  in  a 
few  days  for  a  couple  of  months'  salmon  angling.  It 
is  one  of  the  choice  spots  on  the  river. 


A  good  few  salmon  are  being  got  on  the  Alford 
section  of  the  Don,  and  trouting  there  will  be  of  the 
best  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so. 

Spkcial  Scotch. 


HOLLOWAY  S  OI.VTME.VT  AND  PILLS.  Reliable  remedies. 
In  wounds,  bruises,  sprains,  glandular  swellings,  enlarged  veins, 
neuralgic  pains  and  rheumatism,  the  application  of  this  soothing 
Ointment  to  the  artected  pans  not  only  nives  the  greatest  case 
but  likewise  cures  the  complaint.  The"  Pills  greatly  assist  in 
banishing  the  tendency  to  rheumatism  and  similar  painful  dis- 
orders, whilst  the  Ointment  cures  the  local  ailment.  The  Pills 
remove  the  constitutional  di3turl>ance  and  regulate  every 
impaired  function  of  every  orsan  throu'.'liout  the  human  body. 
The  cure  is  neither  temporary  nor  superticial,  but  permanent 
and  complete,  and  the  disease  rarely  recurs,  so  perfect  lias  been 
the  purification  performed  by  these  searching  vet  harmless 
preparations.  The  most  delicate  may  Uke  HoUoway  s  PiUs  with 
perfect  confidence. 
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AMOLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHIIjJO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  G  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post  :  Hotel  Lake  Vyruwy,  Oswestry. 


4i  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


UIL.  AND  Y  SSIILi, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

Two-and-a-half  miles  reserved  for  visitors,  Free  ;  two  miles  by  arrangement ;  all 
preserved  and  continuous  on  river  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of 
Wines  and  Spirits.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYCHREGCAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  April.  To 
save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early 
to  secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLI  A  jr  .f.  CAMERON. 
Vostal  address  -.—via  Kilchi  t'iiaii,  N.B. 
'l  elegranis  :  "  Taycliregyaii,  Pcirtsonaclian." 

SALMON  FISHING 
ON   LOCH  NESS. 


Parties  staying  at 
THE   LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL, 
Fort  Augustus, 

Have  the  privilege  of  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness. 

MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRrV  MILES  preserved  TROUT  KLSHINO 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

ijiekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4».  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibey,  KiUin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VTCKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
lack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


Closed    during   the  Fence  Season. 

FRENSHAM  POND 
HOTEL, 

Near  Farnham,  Surrey- 


One  of  the  most  cbarming  spots  In  England 
all  the  year  round. 


Punts,  Bouts,  and  Baits  always  available, 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 


G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fisbinf 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hutcl  adjoins  Golf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Bat  Its. 


HOLIDAYS  IN  SCOTLAND 

BorJer  Esk  and  Liddle  Quarters; 
ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Wm.  Douglas,  Proprietor.  LANGHOLM. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 
N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR.  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Heuiitiliilly  situatetl  at  tlie  Fiiot  of  tlieCiu-Iiulliii 
llills.  Paities  livins  in  the  Hotel  liave  tlie 
pi-ivilesif  of  u.,i>(l  Saiiiion,  Sea  and  Blown  Trout 
FislmiL',  (liuiii.^  Ma\.  .iiine,  and  .hily,  on  one  of 
the  hest  L.k  lis  in  .Skye.  Salmon  aiid  Sea  Tront 
Fishin-on  tlie  river  Sligaehan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  eharge.  Post 
and  Telegrapli  Ollices  in  the  Hotel.  '  Posting. 
Telegrajihie  Address  :  "Sharp,  Sligichan." 

W-M.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYIMUILT  HOTEL. 

'J'his  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruaehan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Ohan  and  fonr 
from  Luili  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  tile  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Tront  Fishing  on  Loeh  Etive,  and 
Brown  Tront  on  Loeli  Nant,  iiermission  to  fish 
the  liver  Nant  (live  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Coif  ('curse  has  heeii  opened  near  the  (lotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynnilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Statta  and  loiia  Trip  ,ind  the  (.'rinan  and  Cila.sgow 
Boat.  Steaiuei-  in  eonnei'tion  with  the  Glenetive 
and  (ilencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel 

t).  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SAL^tON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Gaibetlieg  and  river  Inohard,  by 
iiiangenient.  FREE  TROl'T  FLSHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
I'n.ut,  Slime  with  Sea  Trinit,  and  some  with 
(ii  ilse.  I  nlimited  SEA  FLSHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  nuii  ine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  iVc.  All  communications  jiromplty 
attended  to.  P^onte  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  tlieiice 
Mail  I'oacli  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
foi  tiiightly.    F;\  AN  GUAN'T,  Projirietor, 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Jilost  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley,    (iood  Accom- 
modation,   iloderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietop. 

TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  X^ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  lA  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  HENl,KT-ON-TnAiaMS. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Caenarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8t  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiaidi;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee. — Address,  Propbietok. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  itupus). 

SIMimSBATU,  EXMOOK. 

TEN  Mir^ES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  free  to  visitors  stayini;' 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  i.s 
.situated  on  E.Kiiioor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


Donegral  Higfhlands. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  Co.  Donegal, 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing  on  Lakes  and  Streams  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boat- 
men for  Lakes.  Beautiful  Scenery. 
Terms  moderate.    Opened  Isc  April. 

G.  B.  HILL,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  C'arra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  Ids  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Season 
opened  1st  February.   Terms  on  application. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


Ju.st  P)ih1lnhed. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Price    -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 

Messrs.  S.ympson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltu. 
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THE  PAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING  AT 
OVERSOAIG  HOTEL. 


As  the  angling  season  is  now  approaching  it  may  be 
of  interest  to  many  to  have  particulars  of  the  sport 
obtained  on  the  various  hotel  waters  during  the  season 
of  1901,  which,  taken  all  in  all.iwas  not  favourable  to 
sport  : — 

1901  Salmon  Ferox  Brown  Trout  Sea  Trout 
No.  Lb.  No.  Lb.  No.  Lb.  No.  Lb 
May  .  —  —  14  493  187  —  _ 
June  .  _  —  3  10  2138  746|  —  — 
July  .  _  _  _  _  1055  4431  —  - 
Augu3t.  —  —  3  25i  126  52  16  20 
Sept.     .      2    20 J     1     8        266    106J       10  16 

Totals     2    20J     8    47}     4078  1535J^     26  36 

The  principal  lochs  fished  were  Shin,  with'  its  half- 
a-dozen  beats,  Merkland,  Griam,  Gorm,  Hill,  More,  etc. 
The  following  are  details  of  sport  :  — 

Lochs     Salmon  Ferox    Brown'-Trout  Sea  Trout 

No.  Lb.  No.  Lb.     No.  '  Lb.  No.  Lb 

Shm      .    -  3    24  i     1882    856  —  — 

Merkland   2    20Jj  3    16|       902    330  —  — 

Griam    .  —    —  2     6  J       806    264^  —  _ 

More,  etc.  —    —  —    _        488     84|  26  36 


Totals     2    204     8    47}     4078  1635  J       26  36 

Total  fish  of  all  kinds  landed  with  the  rod  4114  with 
an  aggregate  weight  of  1638ilb.,  or  14cwt.  2qr.  i4^1b. 
Average  weights— salmon  over  101b.;  ferox  close  on 
61b.;  trout  about  7oz. ;  sea-trout  IJlb.  65  baskets  of 
from  20  to  40  trout  were  made ;  20  of  from  40  to  60  • 
and  a  number  ranging  from  60  to  131.  Several  in- 
dividual trout  ranged  from  l}lb.  to  3pb.  each. 

  W.  B. 

THE  OTLEY  ANGLING  CLUB  IN  1834. 

There  has  temporarily  fallen  into  my  hands  an 
interesting  record  that  links  us  with  angling  in  York- 
shire as  it  was  carried  on  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  the  shape  of  the  minute  book 
of  the  Angling  Association  carried  on  at  Otley  from 
the  formation  of  the  Otley  Angling  Club  in  1834  until 
1858.  I  imagine  this  to  be  probably  the  oldest  club 
record  in  the  North  of  England. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  list  of  rules  formed 
when  the  club  was  initiated,  nearly  seventy  years  at^o 
throw  an  interesting  light  on  the  attitude  of  Whare- 
dale  anglers  in  those  days  : — 

Second.  That  no  Member  of  this  Club  will  use 
Nets,  or  Night  Lines,  or  blaze,  or  shoot  fish  in  any 
part  of  the  River  Wharfe  (between  Otley  Mill  and 
Arthington  Mill),  or  in  any  of  the  Becks,  Rivulets 
or  Watercourses  running  into  that  part  of  the  said 
River. 

Third.  That  each  Member  of  this  Club  will  take 
up  all  Night  Lines  and  seize  all  Nets  that  he  can 
discover  at  any  time  in  this  part  of  the  said  River 
Wharfe,  and  deliver  all  Nets  so  reized  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  Mr.  Fawkes's  Keeper. 

Fourth.  That  each  Member  whenever  he  hears 
of,  or  suspects  that  some  foul  play  in  intended  in 
any  part  of  this  River,  shall  give  immediate  Notice 
to  the  President  and  Mr.  Fawkes's  Keeper  at 
Farnley,  and  that  the  President  and  Committee 
shall  immediately  use  their  best  exertions  to  prevent 
its  perpetration. 

Fifth.  That  each  Member  of  this  Society  (who 
angles)  shall  in  his  turn  go  out  at  Night  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  and  guarding  the  said  River  ■ 
and  if  in  case  of  illness  or  otherwise,  he  should  be 
prevented  from  doing  so,  he  shall  be  excused  on 
finding  a  Substitute  amongst  the  remainder  of  the 
said  Members. 

Sixth.  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  Sale  of 
Poached  Fish,  the  Members  o£  the  said  Club  bind 
themselves  to  use  their  best  exertions  in  obtaining 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Respectable  Inhabitants  of 
Otley  and  Neighbourhood  not  to  buy  Fish  of  any 
Fisherman  and  others  but  those  who  are  members 
of  this  Club,  and  in  order  to  induce  them  to  do  so 
the  several  Members  of  this  Club  (who  sell  Fish) 
agree  to  supply  them  in  preference  to  others  who 
will  not  agree  to  this  resolution. 

Tenth.  That  all  the  Members  of  the  said  Club 
hereby  agree  to  assist  in  piling  the  said  River 
^*XT  ■'.  soon  as  Mr.  Fawkes  shall  find  Wood 
and  Nails  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  foregoing  it  would  seem  that  the  member- 
snip  of  an  angling  club  was  not  a  thing  to  be  lightly 
entered  into  seventy  years  ago.-W.  Cabter  PlItt,s 
in  the  1  orkshire  Weekly  Post. 


puiKisnea  Dy  bampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co  liniitpH  St 
Officf  !-A  ^"^"^icltl'lhr  I^«"d™iP"'^lishers  [o  the^'lndia 
lorie,   and  Tmlf=^^?  "lese  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 

apphcaUon.  Government  Publications  can  be  luul  on 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

L.  G.— No  licences  required  to  fish  for  trout  in  the 
Thames.  Most  of  the  trout  killed  are  taken  on  live 
bait— bleak  or  small  dace— or  spinning.  Occasionally 
at  Pangbourne,  Chertsey,  and  in  the  rough  water  near 
weirs  a  fish  is  taken  with  the  fly.  Cannot  advise  you 
to  go  to  Teddington  for  trout.  You  require  the  ser- 
vices of  a  local  fisherman  who  knows  where  the  fish 
are  and  can  punt  you  to  them  properly.  Thames 
trout  fishing  is  a  fine  art,  and  to  kill  a  good  Thames 
trout  is  a  feat  any  angler  in  the  world  might  be 
proud  of. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbiton 

[We  do  tiot  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

THE  USK— A  DYING  RIVER. 
Dear  Sir,— Some  of  us  are  determined  to  contest 
at  law  the  claim  of  the  Canal  Company  (Great  Western 
Railway  Company  owners)  to  drain  this  river  prac- 
tically dry  every  summer  in  order  to  supply  an  almost 
useless  canal.  The  company  take  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  million  gallons  of  water  daily  out  of  the  river, 
when  for  the  legitimate  navigation  requirements  three 
to  four  million  gallons  would  be  ample. 

For  this  purpose  we  intend  to  be  prepared  with  a 
guaranteed  fund  of  £2000,  towards  which  there  has 
been  promised  £705  already  :  John  C.  Hanbury  £200 
John  C.  Lloyd,  £200;  Lord  Tredegar,  £100;  Reginald 
Herbert,  £100;  John  Lloyd,  £100;  Mr.  Bishopp 
(Ipswich),  £3. 

Unless  the  mischief  can  be  stopped,  the  ruin  of 
this  once  beautiful  and  prolific  river  is  certain.  It  is 
easy  to  kill,  difficult  to  restore  to  life. 

May  friends  of  rivers,  of  their  sport  and  beauty  be 
quickly  found  to  help  her.— Yours  truly, 

John  Lloyd,  J. P. 
[I  am  glad  to  see  the  Usk  is  to  be  defended.  Surelv 
such  a  grand  salmon  river  is  not  to  be  destroyed  by 
a  canal  company  ?  Unfortunately,  in  Hertfordshire 
and  Kent  and  elsewhere,  the  rivers  are  being  ruined 
by  the  abstraction  of  water,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  the  sinking  of  wells.  There  ought  to  be  a 
law  to  prevent  this  destruction  of  our  rivers.— Ed  ] 

THE  THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  enclosed  leaflet  and  rules  of 
above  League.  We  are  arranging  a  series  of  visits  to 
London  club?,  which  up  to  now  are  showing  very  good 
results.  We  have  also  sent  letters  to  the  Beading 
Mercury,  the  Oxford  Journal,  and  the  Eton  Express 
As  you  will  see  by  Rule  24,  it  is  the  particular  wish  of 
the  Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League  to  extend  by 
forming  in  the  various  large  centres  of  population 
committees  which  will  propagate  its  principles. 

The  question  of  preventing  the  closing  up  of  the 
River  Thames  to  the  coarse  fish  angler  is  one  of  vital 
importance  to  the  working  man  and  public  generally 
and  my  committee  beg  to  ask  the  influence  and 
assistance  of  your  valuable  paper  in  their  efforts.  Our 
next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  8,  at 
the  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill 
—Yours  truly,  Qhas.  Chaplais. 

A  NOTE  FROM  AIX-LES-BAINS. 

Dear  Sir,— To  my  surprise  at  arriving  last  week  at 
Aix-les-Bains,  I  found  the  spring  season  already  com- 
mencing. At  our  hotel,  the  Albion,  are  now  ten 
guests,  all  taking  thus  early  "  the  cure."  I  was  much 
pleased  to  find  the  proprietor  had  painted  lor  his  salon 
an  admirable  life-size  portrait  of  our  late  venerated 
Queen.  But  our  Royal  Family,  in  fact  Britons 
generally,  have  always  found  a  sincere  welcome  in 
Savoy  ;  and  were  our  King  to  come  here  his  reception 
would  be  an  ovation. 

Fishing  is  good  around  Aix-les-Bains,  in  the  Sieroz 
the  Cheran,  and  the  Fier.  I  never  ate  better  trout 
than  were  served  to  us  for  luncheon  at  the  Gorge  du 
Fier,  where  the  restaurant  is  a  branch  of  the  Hotel 
Angleterre,  of  Anneoy. 

The  reading  rooms  of  the  handsome  casino  at 
Aix-les-Bains  opened  on  April  1,  and  the  concerts  in 
the.Grand  Cercle  commence  on  April  15.— Yours  truly, 

Miles, 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir,— Doubtless  some  of  your  readers  will 
answer  "  Fly  Rod's  "  inquiry  as  to  fishing  in  Winder- 
mere. Fair  trout  fishing  prevails  in  Wast  water  during 
April,  May,  and  June.  At  both  ends  of  the  lake  there 
IS  hotel  accommodation,  but  at  the  foot  of  the  lake 
thera  is  a  better  supply  of  boats.  At  this  end  the  hotel 
IS  kept  by  Mr.  John  Smith,  Strands  Hotel,  Strands 
Netherwasdale  vid  Carnforth.  It  is  an  excellent' 
homely  hostel.  ' 

There  is  better  fishing  in  Ennerdale  Lake  during 
the  same  months,  with  revival  of  sport  in  the  autumn 

The  rendezvous  for  anglers  is  on  the  edge  of  the 


lake,  and  there  is  a  full  supply  of  suitable  boats.  The 
proprietress  is  Mrs.  Halifax,  the  Boat  House,  Enner- 
dale Lake,  Cleator,  via  Carnforth. 

Both  Strands  and  Ennerdale  are  nine  miles  from 
convenient  railway  stations,  and  are  quite  in  the 
heart  of  the  mountains. 

I  will  bo  glad  to  answer  any  questions  which  "  Fly 
Rod  "  may  ask  if  he  will  write  me.— Yours  truly 
46,  Duke-street,  H.  J.  Whiteside, 

Whitehaven.        President  of  Rod  Fishers'  Club. 

THE  STEEL  RIBBED  ROD. 
Dear  Sir,— No  doubt  some  of  the  numerous  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  tried  the  steel  ribbed  rod 
advertised  on  first  page  thereof.  If  any  gentleman 
who  has  tried  them  would  kindly  give  his  experience 
through  your  correspondence  columns  I  should  be  very 
grateful.  Are  they  as  good  as  a  general  fly  fishing 
rod  ?  the  chief  points  for  which,  I  should  consider 
are— easy  to  fish  with,  to  put  a  dry  fly  decently,  and 
to  use  for  the  evening  wet  fly  fishing  with  small 
salmon  flies,  etc. :  also,  will  they  stand  the  strain  and 
pulling  about  with  heavy  fish  in  weedy  water? 

Perhaps  you,  yourself,  sir,  will  be  able  to  give  the 
desired  information. — Yours  truly.  Novice. 

[Messrs.  Foster's  steel  ribbed  fly  rod  is  a  capital 
little  rod  for  dry  or  wet  fly  fishing.  It  is  so  light  it 
never  tires  your  wrist,  and  yet  stiff,  so  that  it  will 
cast  over  twenty  yards  of  "  Acme  "  line  easily.  I  have 
had  lots  of  trout  up  to  2Jlb.  on  it,  and  should  not  fear 
It  with  a  young  salmon.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  use 
a  heavy  reel  line  with  a  beautifully  light  rod  of  this 
description,  as  the  line  kills  the  rod,  and  I  find  the 
new  "  Acme  "  answers  admirably,  and  is  about  as  good 
as  the  original  "  Acme  "  which  "  Red  Spinner  "  and  I 
spoke  very  favourably  of  twenty  years  ago,  and  then 
the  dressing  was  altered  and  the  line  was  never  so 
good  until  the  new  edition  appeared.— Ed.] 

AN  OLD  CHESHIRE  MERE. 
Dear  Sib,— I  have  often  wondered  whether  you  or 
any  of  your  numerous  subscribers  and  readers  could 
throw  any  hght  on  what  is  a  mystery  to  me  in  con 
nection  with  an  old  fishing  pond  on  some  ground  I 
hold  in  Cheshire.     I  should  say  the  pond  is  the 
remnant  of  an  old  Cheshire  mere,  the  greater  part  of 
which  has  been  filled  up,  but  the  remnant  has  had 
many  years'  reputation  among  local  fishermen  as 
being  a  capital  one  for  sport.    When  I  purchased  the 
land,  including  the  pond,  six  years  ago,  acting  on  a 
professional's  advice,  I  introduced  some  500  young 
Loch  Leven  trout.    These  seemed  to  do  well  for  about 
two  years,  and  then  we  saw  very  few,  and  about  the 
third  year  none ;  but  meanwhile  the  pond  seemed  to 
be  swarming  with  perch,  while  at  one  end  of  the  pond 
under  an  old  willow,  a  swarm  of  carp  could  be  seen 
basking  on  fine,  sunny  days.    We  did  all  we  knew— 
invited  anglers  with  great  and  deserved  reputations  to 
catch  and  thin  the  perch  out,  but  no  bait  would  tempt 
them,  and  during  the  hot  weather  of  1899  we  found 
hundreds  of  them  floating  dead  on  the  water,  also  a 
few  carp,  but  still  there  were  thousands  left  alive  the 
pond  seemed  literally  alive  with  them.    But  about 
the  end  of  1899  a'singular  thing  happened-the  water 
turned  a  bright  deep  green  colour,  the  fish  disappeared 
and  we  have  never  seen  one  since.  I  could  have  under- 
stood it  If  they  had  floated -I  should  have  expected  that 
they  had  been  poisoned ;  but  the  marvel  is  we  never 
have  seen  a  trace  of  one.    I  should  say  that  we  have  a 
pair  of  swans  on  the  water  and  a  score  of  wild  duck 
(pimoned),  and  these  are  as  lively  and  healthy  as 
ever  the  water  being  still  green,  but  perhaps  rather  a 
lighter  green  than  when  the  first  change  took  place 

The  pond  is  very  deep  in  places  and  must  be  fed 
continually  with  good  springs,  as  during  the  driest 
weather  last  year,  when  the  neighbourhood  was  all 
crying  out  for  water,  the  pond  did  not  sink  four  inche=i 
I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  someone  would  say  if 
they  have  ever  known  anything  of  a  like  nature 
happen,  and  also  whether  it  would  be  any  use  stocking 
again,  and  what  would  be  the  best  species  to  stock 
with. — Yours  truly,  j_ 

[This  is  certainly  very  extraordinary.  If  the  perch 
have  all  been  killed  it  does  not  look  encouraging  for 
stocking  with  other  fish.  I  advise  "  J.  W."  to  get  the 
water  analysed.  The  green  colour  is  probably  caused 
by  minute  algae.  A  large  dip  net  costs  little  to  make 
and  would  probably  solve  the  question  as  to  whether 
there  are  any  perch  left  or  not.  Perch  will  spawn 
soon,  and  if  "J.  W."  hangs  some  boughs  in  the  water 
and  protects  them  from  his  birds,  the  perch  wili 
spawn  on  them  if  they  are  there.  Rainbow  trout 
would  seem  to  be  the  best  trout  for  such  a  place  but 
no  trout  would  breed  in  it. — Ed.]  ' 

HEADS  OR  TAILS  ?  —  A  SALMON  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  vou  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  if  a  salmon  after 
spawning  goes  back  to  the  sea  head  or  tail  first— that  is 
allows  the  water  to  carry  it  backwards.— Yours  truly^ 

Robert  Murdoch. 
[The  fish  drop  down  with  the  stream  tail  first.-  Ed. 
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LOBSTER  POTS  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Where  can  I  obtain  "  Cromer  "  lobster 
pots  as  written  about  on  page  219  of  "  Letters  to 
Young  Sea  Fishermen,"  by  John  Bickerdyke '? — Yours 
truly,  G.  R.  Ramsey. 

[I  understand  the  fishermen  make  these  pots 
themselves,  but  that  they  are  not  for  sale  anywhere. 
Perhaps  John  Bickerdyke  will  kindly  answer  the 
query, — Ed.] 

THE  KELT  SEA  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  took 
about  the  fish  I  sent  you.  Y^our  decision  has  proved  a 
blow  to  many  anglers  down  here. — Yours  truly, 

Holyhead.  0.  B.  Edwards. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  REE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  one  of  your 
readers  would  give  me  any  information  respecting 
fishing  (fly,  for  trout*)  on  Lough  Ree  (co.  Longford), 
and  the  small  streams  running  into  it  on  the  Long- 
ford side ;  whether  early  in  April  or  later  is  a  good 
time  ;  is  there  a  May  Fly  rise ;  what  size  do  the  fish 
run  to  ;  and  any  other  information  likely  to  be  useful. 
I  have  an  invitation  from  a  friend  living  about  six 
miles  from  Lough  Ree,  but  he  does  not  know  enough 
of  fishing  to  make  his  information  reliable.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation, — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  CONLISHANE. 


THE  RIGHT  TO  PISH  FROM  A  PUNT  ON  A 
TIDAL  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
your  paper  if  anglers  have  a  right  to  fish  a  tidal  river 
from  a  punt.  Two  of  our  members  were  fishing  from 
a  punt  on  the  river  Yeo,  Somerset,  which  is  tidal.  A 
policeman  took  their  names  and  they  have  since  each 
received  a  letter  from  a  solicitor  warning  them  not  to 
do  so  again.  If  they  do,  they  will  take  proceedings 
against  them.  A  landowner  claims  the  fishing.  Has 
he  a  right,  as  we  do  not  go  on  his  land '?  We  rent 
water  of  a  farmer  above,  and  can  punt  to  the  fishing 
in  dispute.  An  answer  would  greatly  oblige.— Yours 
sincerely,  Constant  Reader. 

[If  the  river  is  used  fur  navigation,  as  well  as  being 
tidal,  the  right  of  fishing  belongs  to  the  public,  unless 
someone  can  show  a  grant  from  the  Crown  prior  to 
Magna  Charta.  If  fishing  has  not  previously  and 
regularly  been  prohibited  in  the  water  you  refer  to,  I 
think  it  is  pretty  clear  you  are  within  your  rights  if 
you  fish  there. — Ed.] 


TAW  VALE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Like  yourself  I  am  glad  to  see  an 
association  is  formed  for  fishing  the  Taw.  Being  a 
resident  at  Barnstaple  I  am  anxious  to  know  through 
your  columns  (it  is  said  one  must  go  abroad  for  news) 
a  little  more  respecting  the  rights,  etc.,  concerning  it. 

The  Taw  at  Barnstaple  is  a  tidal  river,  fished  con- 
tinually by  any  quantity  of  nets  every  tide,  and  I 
almost  fail  to  see  where  any  good  fishing  is  obtainable 
in  view  of  the  smell  of  the  immense  quantity  of  sewage 
and  tan-pit  refuge  continually  passing  down  the  river, 
and  said  by  the  netsmen  to  be  detrimental  to  any  fish 
of  any  size  living  in  such  water,  and  certainly  abso- 
lutely obnoxious  to  any  human  nose. 

I  fail  to  see,  except  at  times  when  there  is  flood 
water  running  down,  how  any  fish  can  live  in  it,  although 
I  know  some  mullet  for  years  have  been  taken  occa- 
sionally before  the  nets  have  been  used  in  their  pits. 
These  fish  are  taken  with  rod  and  line  with  No.  4 
Limerick  hook  and  rag  worm.  The  bass  would 
run  up  to  4oz.,  but  four  or  five  miles  down  the  river 
towards  the  sea  on  certain  "  tides  "  bass  with  fly  and 
minnow  are  always  taken,  but  a  boat  must  be  used ; 
the  river  is  an  open  one  for  two  miles  above  the  town, 
and  down  six  miles  to  the  sea. 

The  association  may  be  formed  for  convivial  meet- 
ings, but  to  say  it  has  a  good  river  filled  with  immense 
numbers  of  fish  to  deal  with  is  misleading.  For  fifty 
years  I  have  heard  of  the  sport,  and  some  years  ago 
I  used  to  fish  with  others,  but  found  it  so  uncertain, 
and  nets  about  when  fish  were  in  the  ipits,  that  I 
gave  it  up  for  a  bad  job. 

I  fear  the  attraction  for  this  kind  of  Jfishing  is  not 
up  to  much,  as  there  is  permission  to  fish  required, 
and  boys  with  sticks,  used  generally  for  garden  purposes, 
and  props  for  clothes-lines  are  the  tools  mostly  used. 

One  local  method  of  fishing  is  to  use  galvanised 
wire  as  used  by  gardeners,  so  that  fish  may  be  hauled 
out  at  once  ;  gut  is  almost  ignored,  but  fish  of  4oz. 
should  not  require  such  herculean  tackle. — Youis 
truly,  Old  Barumite. 


TROLLING  FOR  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — My  husband  has  been  trolling  for 
salmon  since  Feb.  1,  when  the  season  opened,  and  has 
not  caught  a  single  fish,  though  it  is  now  March  24. 
Another  angler,  fishing  the  same  water  and  using  the 
same  sort  of  baits,  has  killed  no  leas  than  fifteen  in 
the  same  time,  so  you  see  what  a  duffer  I  have  to  put 
up  with.    I  wish  some  of  your  readers  would  try  and 


do  something  for  him  as  he  seems  incapable  of  doing 
anything  for  himself,  and  I  can't  help  very  much,  as 
I  am  (as  yet)  but  a  mere  beginner  at  the  gentle  art. 
I  should  like  to  know  for  instance  how  they  troll  for 
salmon  (I  think  they  call  it  barling,  but  that's  all 
one)  in  spring  on  Loch  Tay  as  that  might  possibly  help 
a  little.  What  length  of  rod  is  used  ?  How  much  line 
is  out  ?  How  deep  is  the  bait  ?  What  I  meamby  the 
last  question  is,  whether  the  bait  is  kept  at  a  fixed 
depth  whether  the  water  is  deep  or  shallow,  just  as 
the  fly  is  fished  ;  or  does  it  vary  with  the  depth  of  the 
water.  I  once  heard  a  man  say  that  the  trolling 
depth  for  salmon  is  one-third,  by  which,  I  think,  he 
meant  that  the  bait  should  be  sunk  to  one-third  of  the 
depth  of  the  water  fished.  Trolling  in  water  three 
feet  deep  the  bait  should  be  one  foot  below  the 
surface,  but  in  thirty  feet  of  water  should  be  ten 
feet  down,  and  so  on,  but  I  don't  know  whether 
this  is  right  or  wrong.  I  have  been  reading  Mr. 
Geen's  nice  account  of  his  fishing  in  Scotland,  and, 
from  what  he  says,  in  one  place  it  really  seemed  to 
me  that  he  trolls  with  seventy  yards  of  line  out. 
I  am  sure  no  one  here  fishes  with  anything  lika 
the  halt  of  that.  I  am  sure  if  some  of  your  good- 
natured  readers  who  know  all  about  this  Loch  Tay 
fishing  were  but  av^are  of  the  horrible  temper  my 
husband  (he  used  to  call  himself  "  Mona "  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  before  we  were  married,  for  I  often 
read  the  screeds  he  used  to  send  you  in  those  days)  is 
rapidly  developing,  they  would  try  to  do  something  for 
me.  I  tremble  to  think  what  another  month  like  the 
last  two  may  possibly  lead  to. — Yours  truly. 

The  Shannon.  Mrs.  M  . 

P.S.— I  am  sick  of  hearing  "It's  all  luck,"  and 
don't  believe  a  word  of  it. 


INNERLEITHEN  FREE  FISHING. 

Dear  iSir, — I  write  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
excellent  suggestion  contained  in  the  letter  signed 
"  March  Brown  "  in  your  last  issue  to  form  an  "  Inner- 
leithen Angling  Association  "  may  be  carried  out.  I, 
for  another,  would  then  be  pleased  to  fish  the  river 
again  in  the  autumn. 

It  is  a  shame  that  this  lovely^ water'should  be  given 
over  to  poachers,  and  sportsmen  kept  away  in  con- 
sequence, for  assuredly  there  are  not  many  sportsmen 
— with  the  present  state  of  things — who  will  care  to 
visit  Innerleithen  twice  for  salmon  fishing. 

It  behoves  the  townspeople,  for  their  own  sakes,  to 
take  the  matter  seriously  in  hand  and  give  inducement 
to  anglers  to  come  and  spend  their  money  in  the  place. 
This  would  benefit  all,  even  the  poachers,  who  might 
turn  honest  gillies  and  earn  good  money.  I  venture 
to  commend  the  suggestion  to  Mr.  C.  Moffat.  Ho 
knows  the  capabilities  of  the  water  as  well  as  anyone ; 
moreover,  he  is  an  orator,  a  man  of  science,  and  with 
some  leisure  on  his  hands.  Innerleithen,  I  under- 
stand, is  his  native  town,  and  he  loves  nothing  better 
than  seeing  salmon  caught  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner. 
Indeed,  so  inten  se  is  Mr.  Moffat's  love  of  the  river, 
and  so  highly  does  he  think  of  the  salmon  it  contains, 
that  at  times  his  judgment  becomes  slightly  warped, 
both  as  to  the  size  and  quality  of  the  fish  which  rise. 
But  where  is  the  fisherman  who  does  not  exaggerate, 
especially  when  the  subject  is  the  river  he  has  fished 
and  loved  from  boyhood. 

An  association  on  the  lines  sketched  out  by  "  March 
Brown"  would  tend  to  prevent  the  present  fearful 
destruction  of  spawning  fish  and  kelts,  (and  thereby 
improvement  in  sport  would  be  ensured.  In  a  .few 
years  the  anglers'  paradise,  which  we  originally 
understood  Innerleithen  to  be,  might  even  come  to 
pass. 

As'to  details,  let  me  make  one  suggestion — namely, 
do  not  stop  at  Walkerburn,  extend  the  water  as  far  as 
the  next  station  anyway ;  Thorneylea  I  think  it  is 
called.  There  are  also  lovely  pools  indeed  between 
there  and  Walkerburn. — Yours  truly,  Caedeona. 


THE  PROTECTION  FOR  SCOTTISH 
TROUT  BILL. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  large 
body  of  Scots  trout  anglers  that,  at  last,  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  a  close  time  for  trout  on  all  the 
rivers,  lochs  and  streams  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  "  Auld  Scotland." 

To  you,  sir,  and  the  efforts  you  so  considerately  put 
forth  on  every  available  opportunity,  and  to  the  gener- 
ous assistance  of  our  southern  angling  friends  generally, 
this  very  desirable  end  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  un  fait 
accompli.  For  while  this  Freshwater  Fish  (Scotla,nd) 
Bill  is  about  to  become  law  as  a  government  measure,  it 
can  hardly  be  gainsaid  that  Scots  M.P.'s  although 
exhibiting  a  desire  to  fall  in  with  the  agitation  set  up 
by  their  angling  constituents,  and  apparently  doing 
their  "  best  possible  "  for  the  passing  of  such  a  bill, 
have  had  compunctions  which,  only  hinted  at  by 
them,  have  not  been  lost  upon  the  average  angler  here. 
'Tis  only  human  to  conserve  one's  own  rights,  but,  as 
representatives  of  the  people— not  a  class — their  duty 
was  clear  when  the  question  is  plainly — except  in 
some  isolated  instances— not  an  individual  one  but 
the  rights  of  all. 


A  good  deal  has  been  made,  and  said,  of  the  opposi- 
tion which  the  angling  fraternity  on  Tweedside  and 
the  border  districts  have  been  credited  with  towards  a 
close  time.  But,  sir,  the  real  fact  of  the  case  was  that 
in  those  districts  the  question  of  the  angler's  right  to 
free  fishing  for  trout — veisiis  the  landlord's  claims  to 
keep  the  fishing  to  themselves — was  a  militant  one  and 
always  in  evidence.  In  the  west  and  central  districts 
of  Scotland  very  little  restriction  was  placed  upon 
fishing  for  trout  in  the  streams  and  lochs,  excepting, 
perhaps,  in  some  stretches  of  water  in  private  grounds, 
in  artificial  ponds,  reservoirs,  etc.  Anyway,  restric- 
tions did  not  appeal  so  very  closely  to  the  anglers' 
feelings  in  these  parts.  As  M. P.  for  the  Border  Burghs, 
Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  K.C.,  came  in  for  no  little  vitupera- 
tion (vide  Fishing  Qazctte,  vol.  42,  pages  53  and  88, 
for  an  instance)  on  account  of  his  action  towards  this 
measure  in  the  past,  and  now,  how  beautifully  he  has 
turned  the  tables  on  his  "  deti:actors  "  I  The  clause, 
a  new  one,  which  he  submitted  at  a  sitting  of  the 
Grand  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Trade 
on  March  13,  is  an  all-sufficing  repentance  and  apology 
for  any  past  misdeeds  of  his.  It  should,  I  think, 
be  the  fervent  hope  of  all  good  anglers  and  true, 
that  Mr.  Shaw's  clause  (see  below)  will  become  part 
and  parcel  of  the  Bill.  It  passed  in  Committee  by  the 
narrow  majority  of  one,  and,  showing  his  hand  (?)  and 
class  preservation  (?),  the  Government  representative, 
the  Lord  Advocate,  announced  on  the  finding  that 
"  in  view  of  the  closeness  of  the  division  it  would  be 
his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the 
question  at  issue."  Verily,  what  is  sauce  for  the 
goose,  etc.  What  good,  I  ask,  would  a  close  time  do 
the  trout  fishing  in  a  river  or  loch  if  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor, whenever  the  spirit  moved  him,  could  net  the 
tish  at  his  own  sweet  will  ?  No,  the  repealing  of  any 
such  right  is  the  logical  outcome  of  the  Freshwater 
Fish  Bill,  1902,  and  "categorically  imperative." 

In  thanking  you  once  more  for  the  interest  you 
have  shown  in  Scots  angling  affairs,  and  the  one  in 
question  particularly,  let  me  conclude  with  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope  that  English  M.P.'s  will  be  on  the 
qui  vive  when  "  the  sense  of  the  House"  is  taken  on 
the  lagging  clause,  the  passing  of  which  will  do  so 
much  to  calm  the  feelings  and  soothe  the  heart  of 
every  true  Scots  angling  ^brother's  bosom. — Yours 
faithfully,  Skepticus. 

Glasgow,  March  31. 

P.S. — Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause,  namely  : — "  All  persons,  being  the  proprietors 
of  any  land  through  or  by  which  any  river  or  water 
flows,  or  on  which  any  loch  is  wholly  or  partially 
situated,  or  having  a  right  to  fish  there  for  trout  or 
fresh-water  fish,  or  having  a  written  permission  from 
somb  such  proprietors  or  persons  entitled  to  fish  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  the  penal  and  other 
provisions  of  the  Acts  of  the  8th  and  9th  years  of 
Victoria,  chap.  26,  and  of  23  and  24  years  Victoria, 
chap.  45,  in  respect  of  fishing  for  trout  by  net,  or  by 
what  is  known  as  double-rod  fishing,  or  cross-line 
fishing,  or  set  lines  or  other  fishing,  or  burning  the 
water,  or  by  striking  the  fish  with  any  instrument,  or 
by  pointing  or  by  putting  into  the  water  lime  or  any 
other  substance  destructive  to  trout  or  other  fresh- 
water fish,  with  intent  to  destroy  the  same,  and  the 
exceptions  in  these  Acts  of  such  proprietors  and  others 
from  the  penal  and  other  provisions  directed  against 
the  practices  aforesaid  are  hereby  repealed." — Daily 
Paper. 

BASS  AND  MULLET  PISHING  AT 
BARNSTAPLE. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  inquiry  with 
regard  to  the  size  of  bass  and  mullet  caught  at  Barn- 
staple. The  following  are  about  the  average : — Bass 
from  Jib  to  21b.  in  weight,  and  mullet  from  Jib.  to  41b. 
These  fish  are  taken  mostly  from  May  to  October.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  Taw  bass  are  frequently  caught  up 
to  121b.  There  are  always  boats  and  men  to  be 
obtained  at  very  moderate  charges,  and  visitors  to 
North  Devon  would  be  able  to  spend  many  a  successful 
day  at  this  sport  on  the  Taw. — Yours  truly. 

Taw  Vale  Hotel,  J.  West. 

Barnstaple. 

P.S. — The  hon.  secretary's  name  should  be  W.  E. 
Healey,  not  W.  F.  Ceaby. 


THE  NEW  SOLICITOR  TO  THE  FISHMONGERS' 
COMPANY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may,  perhaps,  be  of  some  little 
interest  to  some  of  your  readers  if  you  would  allow 
me  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  been  appointed  by 
the  Court  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers 
solicitor,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  Humphreys, 
for  the  conduct  of  fishery  prosecutions  in  London, 
England,  and  Wales,  instituted  under  the  Company's 
Charters  and  the  Fishery  Acts  which  it  administers. — 
Yours  truly,  Herbert  G.  Muskett. 

St.  Paul's  Chambers, 

19,  21,  28,  Ludgate-hill, 

London,  E.C.,  April  1. 

[I  wish  Mr.  Muskett  all  success  in  the  work  he  has 
undertaken— namely,  in  the  stopping  of  illegal  fishing 
and  fish  selling. — Ed.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Porcelain  Rod  Rings. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Dale,  fishing 
tackle  maker,  Stafford-street,  Hanlev,  Staffordshire, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  correspondence  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  he  has  had  so  many  inquiries  for 
the  porcelain  rod  rings,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  J. 
T.  Harris,  J.P.,  that  he  has  arranged  to  supply  the 
rmgs  in  sizes  from  -^,jth  up  to  1  inch  in  inside 
diameter.  It  was  Mr.  Geen's  very  interesting 
articles,  and  his  description  of  how  he  used  ivory 
rod  rings,  that  reminded  me  of  the  samples  of 
porcelain  rings  Mr.  Harris  sent  me  a  year  or  two 
ago.  If  Mr.  Dale  can  make  the  rings  a  dark  brown 
colour  it  will  look  better  than  white.  I  hear  from 
him  that  he  is  going  to  California  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  while  in  the  States  he  will  be  able  to  see  the 
different  kinds  of  rod  rings  used  there.'  The 
following  extracts  are  from  an  illustrated  circular 
and  price  list  which  Mr.  Dale  sends  me : — • 

"  The  excellent  articles  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen  upon 
spinning  for  salmon,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  have 
brought  to  the  fore  the  subject  of  suitable  rod  rings. 
These  porcelain  rings  are  introduced  to  meet  the 
demand  for  a  perfect  non-cutting  ring.  They  are 
made  of  the  finest  porcelain,  possessing  great 
density  (the  same  as  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
Government  electrical  insulators),  are  absolutely 
vitreous,  and  cannot  be  cut  by  the  line  in  wear. 
They  supersede  all  other  materials,  such  as  china, 
earthenware,  glass,  ivory,  pearl,  and  steel,  all  of 
which  are  liable  to  cut ;  but  the  friction  from  wear 
simply  polishes  these  hard,  non-porous  rings. 
They  have  been  tested  for  years  by  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  goods  where  immense  friction  is 
brought  to  bear  on  them.  Their  adaptation  as  rod 
rings  is  due  to  the  ingenuity  of  one  of  the  most 
experienced  and  capable  exponents  of  the  art  of 
spinning,  J.  T.  Harris,  Esq.  They  are  adapted  for 
use  on  all  kinds  of  rods,  either  bottom,  pike, 
salmon,  or  sea  rods,  and  are  made  in  various  sizes 
suited  to  these  purposes." 


The  Thorney  Weir  Fishery. 
"  Red  Spinner  "  and  I  hoped  to  have  been  present 
at  the  Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club  dinner  last 
Saturday  evening,  but  were  prevented.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  the  club  is  flourishing  ;  they  have  a  good 
stretch  of  water  on  the  Coin,  near  West  Drayton — 
a  water  I  used  to  fish  a  good  bit  at  one  timel  The 
limit  for  trout  is  lib.,  and  the  stock  in  the  river  is 
often  added  to  by  the  insertion  of  two-year- olds. 

I  heard  from  Mr.  E.  W.  Jessop,  of  Ringwood,  on 
April  4,  that  quite  a  number  of  swallows  are 
fl,ying  about  over  the  .\von,  and  that  a  241b. 
salmon  was  caught  by  an  angler. 


A  Wet  Fly  Oil  Tip. 
Fly  fishers  who  use  the  wet  fly  should  by  no 
manner  of  means  neglect  the  new  oil  tip  which  my 
esteemed  contributor.  "  Val  Conson,"  gives  to  the 
world  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week  in 
his  "  Miscellaneous  Notes."  It  will  be  seen  he 
recommends  the  angler  fishing  up  stream  or  across 
stream  with  a  wet  fly  to  touch  the  whole  of  the  gut 
cast,  with  the  exception  of  the  link  next  the  fly,  with 
paraffin  ;  this  causes  the  gut  to  float  and  allows  the 
fly  to  sink — then  the  rise  of  a  fish  is  instantly  seen 
by  the  "  pull  "  on  the  floating  gut  on  the  surface. 
I  am  afraid  the  trout  and  grayling  will  not  bless  "Val 
Conson"  for  this  little  idea.  I  shall  certainly 
try  it  when  I  am  next  in  a  district  where  the  wet 
fly  is  the  proper  thing,  and  I  hope  that  will  be 
before  long. 


Mr.  Alfred  Morriss's  Perfect  Invisible  Hooks. 

"  Val  Conson  "  also,  it  will  be  seen,  refers  to  some 
new  hooks  invented  and  sold  by  Mr.  Alfred  Morriss, 
of  Marston  Works,  Redditch.  Personally,  as  I  have 
told  Mr.  Morriss,  I  do  not  care  for  flies  with 
detached  bodies,  but  he  says  his  are  not 
merely  that,  they  are  so  made  that  the  barb 
and  bend  of  the  hook  are  hidden  among  the 
hackles  (see  his  illustrated  advertisement),  some- 
what in  the  style  of  my  friend  Colonel  Stanley 
Clark's  well-known  May  Fly  which  was  brought 
out  by  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co.  many  years  ago. 
"  Val  Conson  "  is  going  to  dress  a  fly  or  two  on 
Mr.  Morriss's  hooks,  which  I  have  sent  him,  and 
report  on  them.  To  me  the  shank  seems  far  too 
short,  but  when  a  fish  takes  the  fly  into  his  mouth 
the  wire  in  the  detached  body  will  counteract  the 
short  shank.  I  agree  with  ,"  Val  Conson  "  that 
Mr.  Morriss's  idea  is  worth  a  good  trial. 

An  Otter  caught  on  the  Darenth. 

I  think  that  during  all  the  years  I  have  known 
the  Darenth  the  following  note  is  the  first  record  I 
have  of  an  otter  being  killed  on  it.  Where  there's 
one  there  is  generally  its  mate  : — 

"  Park  House,  Eynsford,  Kent, 
"  April  5, 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  may  interest  you  to 
know — from  the  rarity  of  the  occun-ence — that  my 
keeper  trapped  an  otter  here  yesterday.  It  was  in 
that  portion  of  the  Darenth  which  I  rent  from  Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke,  Bart.,  and  only  some  few 
hundred  yards  from  Lullingstone  Castle.  I  am 
having  it  set  up. — Yours  faithfully, 

"William  B.  Leaf." 

In  a  subsequent  note  Mr.  Leaf  tells  me  that  two 
cubs  were  killed  next  day,  so  there  is  only  one  of 
the  old  ones  left.  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  of  the 
otter  being  exterminated,  but  we  certainly  cannot 
afford  such  luxuries  on  a  small  trout  stream  near 
London. 


Fish  Parasites  conveyed  to  Human  Beings. 

Mr.  Alexander  Hintze,  editor  of  the  "  Tidskrift  for 
J agare  och  Fiskare,"  of  Helsingfors,  writes  to  me 
on  April  4  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — If  Messrs.  W'orsley  and  Boulenger 
will  consult  Professor  M.  Braun  they  will  find 
themselves  entirely  wrong,  and  that  your  editorial 
note  to  the  effect  that  science  gives  uncooked  or 
imperfectly  cooked  fish  a  bad  name  as  a  medium 
for  conveying  tape-worm  {Bothriocephalus  in  par- 
ticular) into  the  human  body  is  absolutely  correct. 
The  fact  is  now  too  well  kno\vn  to  be  upset  by  the 
'  98°  Fahrenheit  temperature '  theory.  It  has 
been  demonstrated  by  actual  experiment. — Yours 
faithfully,  "Alexander  Hintze." 

When  doctors  differ  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to 
cook  them  thoroughly — I  mean  the  fish.  Can 
Mr.  Hintze  give  me  the  address  of  Professor  M. 
Braun  ? 


General  Sheridan  was  a  Fly-Fishek. 
Reading  the  very  interesting  memoirs  of  General 
Sheridan  the  other  day,  I  was  delighted  to  find 
that  he  was  an  angler,  as  well  as  one  of  the  finest 
soldiers  who  ever  lived.  General  Kitchener  has 
been  condemned  by  some  people  for  burning  Boer 
farms,  but  Sheridan  did  not  hesitate  to  burn  when 
necessary,  and  also  to  destroy  all  stores  of  food  of 
any  kind  which  he  met  when  leading  his  splendid 
cavalry  army  on  one  of  his  famous  rides  in  the 
great  Civil  War,  in  which  often  more  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  one  day  than  we  have  lost 
in  the  whole  of  this  long  South  African  war. 


Anglers  who  have  angling  books  to  sell  should 
write  to  Mr.  Frank  Murray,  bookseller,  I\Tonray 
House,  Derby,  for  a  printed  list  of  books  on  angling 
which  he  wants  to  bug. 


Netting  Trout  to  Supply  London  Markets. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  editor  of  the  Fifi<  Hei-ald 
Journal  for  an  early  proof  of  a  report  which 
throws  a  strong  light  on  a  matter  I  could  often 
not  understand,  and  that  is  where  do  the  trout 
come  from  which  arc  to  be  seen  in  pUcs  in  the 
London  fishmongers'  shops  ? 

It  is  probable  most  of  them  are  poached,  as  in 
the  case  reported  by  the  Fife  Herald  : — 

A  case  of  special  interest  was  tried  at  the  Sheriff 
Court,  Cupar.  John  Donaldson,  "of  no  fixed  resi- 
dence," but  who  was  identified  as  John  Taylor,  of 
Dundee,  was  charged  before  Sheriff  Armour  with 
having  illegally  fished  for  trout  in  the  river  Eden, 
Fifeshire,  with  a  net.  Accused  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
was  defended  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Welch. 

Deputy  Chief-Constable  Hunter  deponed  that  on  the 
Eden,  opposite  Dairsie  Church,  he  had  for  the  last 
three  years  had  reason  to  believe  that  illegal  fishing 
was  going  on.  On  the  night  of  March  31  he  started  at 
ten  o'clock,  with  Sergeant  Reith  and  four  constables, 
for  the  scene  of  operations,  and  on  arriving  there 
satisfied  himself  as  to  the  nature  of  the  articles  found 
at  this  hiding-place.  The  articles  included  a  large 
carpet  bag,  an  overcoat,  and  two  boxes.  He  judged 
the  owner  was  fishing.  At  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  he  efiected  the  capture.  The  accused 
had  on  waders,  and  was  dripping  wet.  On  his 
back  he  had  a  bag  which  contained  upwards  of 
401b.  of  fine  trout,  which  he  (witness)  was  absolutely 
certain  could  only  have  been  caught  by  a  net. 
The  accused  did  not  in  any  way  try  to  deny  his  guilt. 
Witness  had  inquired  as  to  whom  he  disposed  of  the 
fish,  and  in  what  quantities  ;  and  in  connection  with 
this  the  witness  read 

A  Letter  from  Scotland  Yard, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  one  John  Taylor  had 
been  iu  the  habit  of  selling  salmon  trout  in  quantities 
of  from  401b.  to  501b.  to  two  Billingsgate  fish-dealers, 
and  that  they  (the  dealers)  had  at  that  time  reason  to 
believe  that  accused  was  engaged  as  a  fish-dealer  him- 
self, as  in  letters  to  them  he  made  allusions  to  losses 
he  was  sustaining  in  buying.  Prom  Feb.  27  up  to 
March  28  he  had,  it  appeared,  caught  as  much  as 
3331b.,  and  derived  a  sum  of  close  on  12  guineas  therefor. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Welch,  for  the  defence, 
Mr.  Hunter  stated  that  the  reason  he  did  not  ask 
accused  if  he  had  any  right  to  fish  there  was  because 
he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  he  had  no  right. 

James  Pringle,  porter,  recognised  the  accused  as  a 
person  who  was  in  the  habit  of  journeying  frequently 
from  Dundee  to  Dairsie  Station  by  the  7.25  p.m.  train, 
returning  again  by  the  8.11  on  the  following  morning. 
He  always  carried  the  same  sort  of  packages,  and 
when  he  spoke  to  him  on  one  occasion  he  explained 
that  he  and  his  wife  collected  eggs  and  butter, 
and  went  to  Dundee  and   sold  them  there. 

The  Procurator-Fiscal  contended  that  there  was  not 
such  a  thing  as  public  right  of  fishing  anywhere,  and 
that  even  a  rod-fisher  could  be  debarred  from  prosecu- 
ting fishing  at  the  will  of  the  proprietor  of  the  fishings. 

Mr.  Welch  held  that  accused  had  the  common 
privilege  of  all  fishers,  whether  by  rod  or  net,  to  fish, 
and  that  it  was  for  the  prosecution  to  prove  that  he 
had  no  right. 

The  Sheriff  remarked  that  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  prove  a  universal  negative. 

Mr.  Welch  said  he  had  a  right  to  fish. 

The  Sheriff. — Y^ou  say  you  have  a  right,  but  you 
won't  disclose  it. 

Mr.  Welch. — My  friend  says  I  have  no  right. 

The  Sheriff. — Take  it  as  the  case  stands.  He  was 
found  at  half-past  three  in  the  morning  with  waders 
and  so  on.    Does  that  look  as  if  he  had  a  title  '.' 

Mr.  Welch. — Assuming  I  have  a  right  to  fish,  I  can 
use  a  net.  There  is  no  restriction  upon  my  method  of 
fishing  if  I  have  a  right. 

The  Sheriff. — Y'our  contention  is  that  any  member 
of  the  public  would  be  entitled  to  go  do'wn  with  a  net 
and  harry  this  water. 

Mr.  Welch. — Most  assuredly. 

The  Sheriff. — I  can  only  say  that  the  public  right 
would  have  a  very  short  existence. 

The  Sheriff,  in  passing  sentence,  said  that  it 
was  not  proved  that  the  accused  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  fishings:  that,  as  he  had  no 
writton  authority  to  fish  there,  and  as  it  had 
been  proved  by  common  law  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  public  right  to  fish,  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  say  more  in  the  matter,  which  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  he  found  the  charge 
accordingly  proven,  adding,  "  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  impose  the  full  penalty  of  £5,  to  be 
payable,  one  half  to  the  complainer  and  one  half  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Dairsie,  cr  in  default  thirty 
days'  imprisonment,  and  I  declare  the  trout  and  net 
here  ferfeit."  R.  B.  Marston. 
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THE  "  EOYAL  "  SALMON-EOD,  ETC. 

These  illustrations  were  not  ready  in  time  for 
our  notice  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  esdiibit  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium. 

Tlie  "Royal"  salmon-rod  is  thus  described  by 
Messrs.  Hardy : — 

Three  piece,  two  tops,  length,  16  ft.  9  in.,  double 
cane  built,  with  cork-covered  handle,  patent 
"  Lloyd  "  treble  grip,  lockfast  joints,  "  Bridge  " 
rings,  "Weeger"  universal  winch  fitting, 
india-rubber  button. 

Ever  since  the  introduction  of  heavy 
double-tapered  switching  lines,  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  and  taste  among  men 
who  have  taken  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  balance  of  salmon-rods,  has  been  in 
the  direction  of  heavier  tops  and  stouter 
rods — that  is,  rods  with  greater  power  for 
their  lengths,  so  that  shorter  rods,  giving 
the  same  casting  range,  could  be  used ; 
and  used  they  can  be,  most  effectively, 
even  into  a  fairly  strong  wind.  Person- 
ally, our  opinion  is  entirely  in  favour  of 
this  development,  and  we  have  taken  a 
most  active  interest  in  it.  The  "  Hi  ^mSm 
Regan,"  the  "Kelson,"  the  "  Spey,"  are 
all  of  this  class. 

They  are  all  of  great  power  forward, 
and  play  right  into  the  hand.  The  lines 
used  with  them  are  stouter  than  would 
be  used  on  an  ordinary  rod.  These  rods 
will  either  cast  overhand,  switch,  or  half 
switch  equally  well. 

The  "  Royal "  is  the  latest  development 
of  this  class,  and  is  the  most  powerful. 
It  will  put  out  forty  yards  of  No.  3  "  Kel-  ^^mm 
son"  line  with  great  ease,  and  fishes  a 
No.  2,  which  is  a  size  finer,  very  well. 

Mr.  •,  the  Royal  Academician,  tells  of  a 

dry  Scotch  gillie,  when  he  first  handled  an  untried 
split-cane  salmon-rod.  Donald  examined  it  atten- 
tively, shook  his  wise  head,  and  said :  "  Deed,  sir, 
she'll  mak'  a  bonnie  omamint  for  the  mauntU- 
piece."  When  the  "  Hardy  "  was  tried  and  proved 
the  gillie  added,  "  She's  nae  that  bad  aythur,  I 
ne'er  thought  sic  a  gaud  could  cast  sae  graund.  A 


The  special  features  are — 1.  A  square  brass  eye 
is  provided,  on  which  the  net  is  carried.  2.  The 
shoulder-strap  has  provision  made  to  carry  a  water- 
proof coat  in  the  military  fashion,  when  desired. 
It  is  a  plain  but  very  practical  arrangement,  and 
gives  great  satisfaction. 

The  "  Beart  "  Collapsing  Salmon-net. 
This  portable  net  is  made  in  two  sizes — Large 
salmon,  36  in  arms ;  Small  salmon,  26^  in  arms. 


Club  from  some  big  Summer  Duck  hackles,  tying 
them  back  to  back  as  wings  on  a  long  No.  5  hook. 
The  first  fish  I  put  it  over  I  bungled  badly ;  the 
second  absorbed  it  without  hesitation,  and  after  a 
determined  resistance  came  to  net — li'lb.  The 
fly,  alas,  was  mangled  almost  beyond  recognition, 
and  though  I  washed  it  carefully  and  put  it  in  my 
cap  to  dry  it  never  was  fit  to  fish  again — Summer 
Duck  is  a  tender  feather.  However,  I  had  two 
more  of  these  big  Summer  Ducks,  and  I  got  on 


lassie  wi'  silk  shoon  may  have  a 
guid  leg  e'en  like  a  bare-legged 


The  "  Coquet  "  Trout  Bag. 
This  bag,  which  is  made  in 
three  sizes,  isiof  stout  waterproof 
material.  It  has  two  full-sized 
compartments ;  the  inner  one, 
which  is  intended  for  the  fish,  is 
waterproof  lined  inside  ;  the  outer 
is  intended  for  tackle,  lunch,  etc. 


The  "Beart"  Collapsing  Salmon  Net— Closed. 


Each  has  a  shaft  of  6  ft.  The  net  has  been  well 
tested  and  found  thoroughly  practical. 

Mr.  Beart  says : — "  I  took  out  thirty  fish  with 
the  net,  weighing  about  6501b.,  and  it  did  as  well 
as  any  net  could  do.  It  had  plenty  of  rough  usage 
and  is  all  right.    It  is  a  useful  tool. 

"  Sundal,  June  14,  1901." 

Mr.  G.  McC          says:— "The  first  day  I  had 

the  '  Beart '  net  out  eighteen  salmon,  weighing 
3261b.,  were  landed  with  it,  not  a  single  fish  that 
was  hooked  during  the  day  Iseing  missed. 

"Kelso,  Nov.  21,  1901." 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

By  Val  Conson. 


A  Wet  Fly  Oil  Tip. 

There  are  occasionally  days  on  dry-fly  rivers 
when  the  trout  will  touch  nothing  but  a  more 
or  less  well  sunk  wet-fly.  But  it  is  notoriously 
diflicult  to  realise  when  your  sunk  fly  has  been 
taken  on  a  smooth  surfaced  stream.  Moreover, 
it  you  fish  up-stream  to  your  trout,  and  your 
chance  is  small  unless  you  do  so,  you  are  apt  to 
line  him  if  you  sink  your  gut.  And  if  you  dry 
your  gut  you  are  apt  to  dry  your  fly.  In  these 
circumstances  a  good  plan  is  to  paraftin  your  cast 
all  but  the  last  link,  so  that  it  floats  and  your  fly 
sinks.  It  is  wonderful  how  well  you  can  then  tell 
when  a  fish  takes  your  fly  under  water.  Last 
September  in  Germany  this  device  converted  an 
apparently  hopeless  afternoon  into  quite  a  good 
time  for  my  companion  and  me.  It  is  only  fair  to 
him  to  say  that  the  idea  was  his.  I  daresay  it  is 
not  new.  I  have,  however,  never  seen  it  suggested 
or  recorded  elsewhere.  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  tried  on  the  smoother  wet  fly  waters. 
Summer  Ducklings. 

A  propos  of  a  pronouncement  of  "  The  Chiel " 
on  the  subject  of  May  Flies,  to  the  effect  that  a 
No.  3  hook  was  as  large  as  was  ever  necessary,  I 
should  like  to  quote  a  last  year's  experience  as 
showing  that  this  is  putting  a  general  truth  in  a 
form  somewhat  too  dogmatic.  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  a  day  on  the  little  river  Pang  last 
year  when  the  Green  Drake  was  at  its  thickest. 
The  whole  river  was  strewn  with  them,  and  the  fish 
were  all  near  the  surface,  but  picking  only  here 
one  and  there  one  in  the  most  supercilious  way. 
The  tiniest  and  daintiest  of  dressings  were  offered 
them  in  vain.  The  changes  of  colour  from  palest 
to  darkest  were  unavailingly  rung.  At  last  it 
occurred  to  me  to  try  a  monstrosity  which  in  a 
wanton  mood  I  had  dressed  at  the  Fly  Fishers' 


The 


Bbaet"  Collapsing  Salmon 
Net— Open. 


each  of  them  a  fish  almost  exactly  similar  to  the 
first.  Then  I  was  done ;  not  another  trout  could  I 
stir  all  day.  The  illustrations  of  "  Dry  Fly  Ento- 
mology "  show  clearly  that  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  is 
not  ignorant  of  the  compelling  power  on  occasion 
of  one  of  these  big  Summer  Ducklings. 

Perfect  Invisible  Hooks. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  some  one  has  at  last  had 
the  courage  to  bring  out  a  new  pattern  of  fly  hook 
which  will  permit  duns  to  be  dressed  in  a  shape 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  nature,  and  with  the 
hook  more  or  less  hidden  by  the  hackle.  The  idea 
had  occurred  to  me  some  years  ago,  but  I  never 
worked  it  out  as  I  fancied  that  the  shape  would  not 
prove  a  good  hooker.  When  fish  are  taking  very 
gingerly  they  just  sip  in  the  fly,  and  there  is  a  chance 
that  the  hook  part  might  just  prove  the  part  left  out. 
I  hope  the  wires  for  the  tail  parts  will  be  kept  very 
fine  so  as  to  let  floaters  be  dressed  on  this  type  of 
hook.  It  is,  of  course,  only  suitable,  with  the  tail 
turned  up,  for  duns,  March  Browns,  and  May  Flies. 
For  sedges  the  tail  might  be  extended  straight  or 
even  slightly  drooped.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Morriss, 
the  maker,  should  really  not  dress  a  Blue  Bottle 
with  a  slender  body  and  whisks  like  an  up-winged 
dun.  Does  he  by  any  chance  mean  Blue  Bloa  ? 
The  shape  of  the  hooks  apart  from  the  tail  is  very 
much  like  a  type  of  hook  invented  some  years  ago 
by  Mr.  T.  Bowater  Vernon,  on  which  I  have 
recently  dressed  some  soft  rubber  bodied  duns  after 
"  Athenian's  "  method. 

Ferrules 

The  flashing  of  rod  ferrules  is  very  strikingly 
illustrated  in  the  photographs  which  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  8  on  pages  160 
and  161.    On  the  former  page  the  picture,  "  At  the 
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Head  of  the  Elm  Tree,"  has  a  sub-title,  "Killing 
a  Fish  under  the  point  of  the  Rod."  It  would 
be  difficult  to  see  the  rod  if  it  were  not  for  the 
remarkable  sun  spots  produced  by  the  reflection 
of  the  ferrule.  And  in  the  picture  on  page  161 
it  would  be  diiScult  to  realise  that  the  gillie  was 
carrying  a  rod  at  all  but  for  the  similar  sun  spots 
from  the  ferrules.  If  these  catch  the  eye  of  the 
camera  so  remarkably,  is  it  too  much  to  infer  that 
they  must  catch  the  eye  of  the  fish.  It  often 
strikes  me  as  remarkable  that  a  people  so  practical 
as  the  Yankees  should  go  on  turning  out  rods  with 
the  most  brilliant  German  nickel  silver  fittings  to 
advertise  the  owner's  presence  by  heliograph  over 
every  yard  of  river  within  sight.  Even  the  polished 
rod  flashes  enough,  but  it  is  nothing  to  the  ferrule 
of  an  American  split-cane. 

The  Serpentine  Trout. 
It  may  interest  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  know  that  on  Sunday  afternoon,  March  30,  at 
6.30,  the  surface  of  the  Serpentine  was  dotted  all 
over  with  rings  of  rising  fish.  When  they  are  a 
bit  grown  they  should  be  worth  watching. 


FEESH-WATER  AQUARIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  223.) 
CHAPTER  yi.~continued. 
The  following  precautions  should  be  taken  in 
regard  to  the  cultivation  of  Vallisneria  spiralis, 
and  indeed  almost  any  kind  of  water-plant  : 

1.  Do  not  place  it  in  too  little  light,  or  it  will  not 
flourish  ;  nor  in  too  much,  or  it  will  be  choked  with 
confervie. 

2.  Do  not  chill  it  .by  putting  it  in  water  any 
colder  than  that  from  which  it  has  been  taken. 

3.  Do  not  let  any  rusty  leaves  remain  on  the 
plants,  but  cut  them  ofi'  close  to  the  roots. 

4.  Do  not  stock  the  aquarium  with  any  animals 
until  the  Vallisneria  has  begun  to  grow  ;  and  when 
the  tank  is  stocked,  be  careful  to  remove  those 
creatures  which  show  a  disposition  to  feed  upon 
this  particular  plant. 

The  Vallisneria  is  one  of  the  best  of  all  water- 
weeds  for  producing  oxygen,  therefore  it  is  well 
worth  careful  management.  The  female  plant  seems 


Pig  45.  Frog-bit  (Hydbocharis  moesus-ban^). 

to  be  much  commoner  than  the  male,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  to  have  the  latter  in  cultivation,  as  the 
former  will  readily  increase  by  means  of  ofi'shoots. 

The  Frog-bit  {Hijdrocharis  morsus-ranw)  is  a 
very  pretty  and  suitable  plant  for  the  aquarium 
(Fig.  45).  It  is  easily  cultivated  and  very  hardy. 
Its  beautifully-veined  leaves,  growing  on  rather 
long  stalks,  are  kidney-shaped,  and  its  three-petalled 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Qazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


flowers  are  white  ;  and  when  seen  in  masses  upon 
the  surface  of  some  pond  it  will  be  readily  conceded 
that  the  plant  has  been  well  named  Hydrocharis 
(a  beautiful  aquatic).  The  Frog-bit  is  a  floating 
plant,  its  roots  never  entering  the  soil.  Like 
Vallisneria  sjnralis,  it  sends  out  runners;  but 
these,  instead  of  taking  root,  put  forth  small  buds, 
soon  to  develop  into  new  plants.  As  the  winter 
comes  on,  the  parent  plants  decay,  leaving  their 
buds  and  seeds  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  where  they 
remain  dormant  until  the  spring,  then  rising  to  the 
surface  and  taking  the  place  and  functions  of  their 
predecessors  of  the  previous  summer.  One  draw- 
back to  the  presence  of  this  plant  in  an  aquarium 
is  that  the  snails  are  very  fond  of  feeding  upon  it, 
especially  any  of  the  Limnseidie  ;  and  the  Great 
Water-beetle  {Hydrophihis  jncens)  is  quite  capable 
of  doing  considerable  damage  in  a  meal  or  two. 
This  plant  does  not  grow  in  all  ponds  and  other 
suitable  pieces  of  water,  but  where  it  does  grow  it 
is  generally  to  be  found  in  profusion.  However,  it 
can,  as  a  rule,  be  procured  in  a  healthy  condition, 
during  the  summer  months,  from  dealers  in 
aquarium  necessaries. 

The  Water- Soldier  {Stratiotes  aloides)  (Fig.  46) 
is  chiefly  foimd  in  Lincolnshure,  Cambridgeshire, 
and  Norfolk,  but  hardly  anywhere  else  without 
having  been  specially  introduced.    Sometimes  it 


Fig.  46.  Water-soldier  (Stratiotes  aloides). 

grows  in  such  quantities  in  these  counties  as  to 
become  quite  a  nuisance  to  fishermen.  Its  leaves 
are  numerous,  long,  narrow,  pointed,  and  serrated  ; 
and  it  bears  a  rather  large  pretty  white  flower  at 
the  end  of  a  stalk  about  Sin.  or  Gin.  long.  This 
plant,  like  the  Vallisneria  and  Frog-bit,  increases 
both  by  off-shoots  and  seeds,  generally  the  former. 
Its  roots  penetrate  the  muddy  soil  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water,  and  the  whole  plant  remains  sub- 
ncierged  during  the  greater  part  of  the  vear,  only 
rising  to  the  surface  for  a  short  time  during  the 
flowering  season.  The  Water- Soldier,  so  named 
from  its  sword-shaped  leaves,  grows  readily  in  an 
aquarium,  and  is  very  ornamental  there.  It  will 
flourish  either  planted  in  the  sand  or  floating  upon 
the  surface  of  the  water.  In  either  position°it  will 
produce  new  plants.  If  it  is  allowed  to  float,  it 
will  require  to  be  taken  out  occasionally  and  care- 
fully trimmed  of  all  dying  leaves  and  decaviri<^ 
matter.  When  the  little  plants,  which  it  will  bear 
at  the  end  of  long  stalks,  are  of  a  fair  size,  they 
may  be  separated  from  the  parent  and  floated  in 
the  water,  or  planted  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank. 
This  plant  does  not  seem  to  be  a  great  producer  of 
oxygen,  but  as  it  is  ornamental,  unusual  in  appear- 
ance, and  a  furnisher  of  shade,  it  is  decidedlv 
worth  cultivating  in  an  aquarium. 

The  Canadian  Water- weed  {Anacharis  alsinas- 
trmn)  (Fig.  47)  is  remarkable  both  for  its  histor\-  in 
this  country  and  for  the  manner  and  great  rapidity 
of  its  growth.  It  was  first  discovered  in  Britain 
about  the  year  1842,  and  from  that  date  it  has 
extended  to  nearly  every  part  of   England  and 


Scotland,  growing  in  some  localities  in  such  pro- 
fusion as  to  choke  the  watercourses,  endanger  the 
swimmer  by  entangling  his  limbs,  and  exhaust 
even  the  patience  of  good  fishermen.  However, 


Fig.  47.   Canadian  Water-weed  (Anacharis 
Alsinastbum). 

the  aquarium-keeper,  as  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
ought  to  be  grateful  for  its  appearance  here,  for  not 
only  is  it  one  of  the  very  best  plants  for  the  tank, 
but  also  in  its  tangled  masses  much  interesting 
animal  life  is  almost  sure  to  be  found.  Its  leaves, 
varying  from  dark  to  light  green,  according  to  age, 
are  three  or  four  in  a  whorl.  They  are  minutely 
serrated,  and  are  to  be  found  in  shape  from  roundly 
ovate  to  oval-oblong;  and  in  them  the  cyclosia 
may  easily  be  seen  under  the  microscope.  In  this 
country  the  plant— as  the  female  flower  is  only 
found  as  a  rule— increases  chiefly  by  budding  and 
not  by  seed.  The  male  flower  has  been  discovered, 
it  is  said,  growing  on  long  tubes  somewhat  similar 
to  the  spiral  stalks  of  the  female  flower  of  Vallis- 
neria. The  stem  of  the  Anacharis  is  long,  round, 
transparent,  and  very  brittle,  the  smallest  portion 
of  which,  as  long  as  it  contains  a  whorl  of  leaves, 
will  send  out  roots  and  grow,  in  a  comparatively 
short  time,  into  an  entire  mass.  It  will  flourish 
either  floating  in  the  water  or  planted  in  the  soil  at 
its  bottom ;  however,  its  specific  gravity  is  so  great 
that  it  very  frequently  sinks  from  its  own  weight. 
From  what  has  already  been  said,  it  will  be  readily 
gathered  that  the  Canadian  Water-weed  is  very 
hardy,  and  an  excellent 
producer  of  oxygen.  It 
will  never  die  if  it  is  care- 
fully pruned  of  all  decay- 
ing branches.  The  snails 
and  some  of  the  fish  will 
eat  lit ;  and  swans,  and 
even  horses,  are  said  to  be 
fond  of  it.  Indeed,  the 
birds  are  usaful  in  check- 
ing its  undue  growth  in 
streams  and  ponds.  In 
an  aquarium  it  should  not 
be  allowed  to  float,  for  it 
will  make  the  water  look 
untidy ;  small  piece>j 
ought  to  be  nlanted  at 
the  bottom.  If  the  Itank 
has  been  filled  with  water 
before  the  introduction  of 
this  plant,  a  small  stone 
ma_\  be  tied  to  the  end  of 
a  shorb  spray  and  sunk 
where  it  is  intended  to 
grow,  and  it  will  quickly 
take  root ;  but  it  must  be 
watched,  lest  it  occupy, 
through  its  rapid  increase, 
more  tlian  its  share  in  the 
tank. 

In  concluding  my  re- 
marks on  the  Anacharis,  I 
will  venture  to  remind 
the  aquarimu  keeper  that 
he  should  be  exceedingly  careful  not  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  introduction  of  this  plant  into  the 


Fig.  48.  Mare's-tail 
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streams  and  ponds  of  his  neighbourhood.  All  that 
he  does  not  require  ought  to  be  completely  des- 
troyed, and  not  thrown  carelessly  away ;  for  the 
smallest  portion  of  this  most  vigorous  weed,  being 
conveyed  either  by  accident  or  otherwise  to  any 
permanent  piece  of  water,  may  quickly  become 
quite  a  nuisance  there. 

The  j\Iare's-tail  {Hippuris  vulgans)  (Fig.  48)  is 
only  useful  and  ornamental  in  an  aquarium  until 
after  it  has  flowered,  when  it  sinks  to  the  bottom 
and  should  be  removed.  It  ought  to  be  planted  in 
a  pot  containing  loam  mixed  with  silver  sand  and 
covered  with  a  layer  of  gravel ;  the  weed  can  then 
be  easily  taken  away,  when  its  duty  has  been  done, 
without  disarranging  the  aquarium.  As  this  plant 
rises  several  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
it  should  not  be  introduced  into  a  tank  which  has 
a  covering.  The  Mare's-tail  is  rather  common, 
especially  in  the  ditches  of  Lincolnshire.  It  is  a 
ready  producer  of  oxygen,  and  should  be  obtained 
as  young  as  possible. 

{To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  IN   SOUTH  AUSTEALIA 
FOETY  YEAES  AGO. 
By  G.  H. 

[I  WAS  pleased  the  other  day  to  get  this  note 
from  Dr.  Ed.  Hamilton,  author  of  "  Eecollections 
of  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling,"  etc., 
which  explains  itself. — E.  B.  M. 

"  Dear  Marston, — Looking  over  old  papers  the 
other  day  I  came  across  the  enclosed  account  of 
fishing  in  South  Australia,  written  some  forty 
years  ago  by  my  brother,  G.  H.,  who  was  then 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Adelaide.  You 
might  like  to  have  it  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Ed.  Hamilton."] 

Notwithstanding  the  multitude  of  fish  that 
swarm  in  the  principal  rivers  of  Australia,  fishing 
has  not  as  yet  become  a  popular  amusement  with 
the  settlers,  probably  because  they  cannot  be 
considered  as  a  class  of  persons  who  seek  much  for 
what  Europeans  call  amusement,  money-making 
being  the  aim  of  their  existence,  and  their  principal 
recreation  the  simple  and iimocent one  of  "tobacco 
smoking."  Any  pursuit  that  does  not  include  one 
of  these  objects  has  but  little  interest  for  the 
Australian.  For  my  own  part,  as  an  Australian,  I 
must  claim  an  exception  from  this  rule.  I  never 
could  smoke  with  any  sort  of  enjoyment,  nor  could 
I  by  any  possibility  make  money.  My  object 
through  life  has  been  to  search  in  an  indolent  sort 
of  way  for  its  amusements,  and  being  too  blind  to 
look  at  the  dark  side  of  anything,  I  have  managed 
somehow  or  other  to  scramble  through  a  fair  por- 
tion of  trouble  without  being  much  the  worse  for 
it.  Whenever  I  could  command  the  use  of  a  horse, 
a  gun,  or  a  fishing-rod,  the  sports  of  the  field,  or 
rather  I  should  here  say  the  sports  of  the  forest 
and  wilderness,  were  open  to  me,  and  I  have 
followed  them  eagerly. 

I. — The  Murray  Eiver. 

The  Murray  river  takes  its  rise  in  the  Australian 
Alps  or  snowy  mountains,  a  range  of  heights  running 
in  a  northerly  and  southerly  direction  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  island  of  Australia,  terminating  to  the 
southward  somewhere  about  Earn  Head,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  northward  nearly  as  far  as  Moreton 
Baj'.  Eising  in  these  mountains,  the  river  Murray 
flows  to  the  westward  and  northward,  receiving 
the  waters  of  the  Goulbum,  the  Murrumbidgee, 
the  Darling,  and  several  smaller  streams,  until  at 
about  140  degrees  longitude  it  suddenly  turns  to 
the  southward,  and  after  flowing  in  this  direction 
about  160  miles,  empties  itself  into  Lake  Victoria. 
This  river  drains  the  whole  of  the  country  between 
the  snowy  mountains  and  Spencer's  Gulf,  and 
forms  a  principal  feature  of  the  land.  It  is  broad 
and  deep,  measuring  200  yards  or  more  across,  and 
about  forty  feet  in  depth  ;  varying,  of  course,  in 
different  places.  Its  scenery  is  singular.  To  the 
northward  its  banks  are  clothed  with  large  gum- 
trees  and  underwood  of  the  tea-tree  and  a  variety 
of  handsome  shrubs  ;  but  as  it  nears  Lake  Victoria 
and  rounds  the  great  bend,  where  it  directs  its 
course  nearly  due  south,  fossil  cliffs  and  reedy  flats 
bound  its  waters.  It  abounds  in  fish  of  several 
sorts,  from  the  fine  firm  cod  to  the  dry  toorroo,  or 
black  perch,  all  of  which  afford  good  sport  to  the 
Australian  angler. 

Australian  fishing  as  a  science  is  as  yet  in  its 


infancy ;  the  fish,  too,  are  as  innocent  as  babes, 
easily  tempted  with  any  kind  of  bait  and  ignorant 
of  the  artificial  fly ;  led  to  their  destruction  by  raw 
pork  or  beef  or  the  tail  of  a  small  crayfish  that 
inhabits  these  waters  ;  not  believing  in  the  existence 
of  a  hook  even  when  it  protrudes  ostentatiously 
from  the  bait,  but  placing  implicit  faith  in  tempting 
food  and  man's  integrity.  The  cod  varies  in  weight 
from  one  pound  to  eighty.  A  fish  of  the  latter 
weight  could  hardly  be  expected  to  rise  to  fly, 
nor  could  he  well  be  "  landed  "  by  a  "  single  gut  " 
or  silk  or  hair  line,  however  expertly  "played" 
with.  When  the  object,  therefore,  is  to  hook  an 
801b.  codfish,  we  resort  to  measures  so  simple, 
rude,  and  artless  that  I  really  blush  to  record 
them. 

A  night  line  of  half-inch  rope  is  procured,  and 
attached  to  it  is  a  hook  of  about  the  same  thick- 
ness baited  with  a  tolerably-sized  piece  of  raw 
flesh.  No  foolish  anxiety  is  displayed  in  hiding 
the  hook  in  the  meat,  the  fish  in  this  part  of  the 
globe  being,  as  I  have  already  said,  unsuspicious 
and  confiding  in  their  natures.  This  line  is  then 
tied  to  a  log  or  dead  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  the  hook,  weighted,  is  thrown  into  the  stream. 
There  it  is  left,  and  the  easy  angler  goes  to  bed 
with  a  firm  belief  that  a  large  fish  will  be  dangling 
at  the  end  of  his  line  in  the  morning.  He  is  seldom 
disappointed  ;  but  this,  as  actors  say,  is  quite  the 
"heavy  business,"  requiring  little  skill  or  study, 
and  falling  generally  to  the  lot  of  the  unambitious 
pot  sportsmen,  who  care  more  for  the  eating  their 
fish  than  for  catching  it. 

Those  who  follow  the  higher  and  more  scientific 
line  of  business  take  rod  and  line  and,  getting  into 
a  boat,  take  a  station  in  some  part  of  the  river 
where  the  eddy  meets  the  curi'ent  at  a  sudden 
sinuosity  of  the  stream.  Baiting  with  the  tail  of  a 
crajfish,  they  cast  their  lines,  fishing  as  it  is 
termed,  "  deep,"  and  in  a  short  time  a  fish  is  sure 
to  be  hooked.  AVhen  this  happens,  the  best  way 
to  play  him  would  be  up  the  stream,  or,  if  he  turns 
down  the  current,  to  let  him  go  with  a  tight  line, 
keeping  the  strain  steady,  until  he  gradually 
becomes  exhausted.  I  say  these  methocls  might 
be  the  best,  but  the  South  Australian,  putting  his 
trust  in  a  thick  line  and  strong  rod,  pulls  his  fish 
into  the  boat  without  trifling  with  him  at  all. 

There  are  four  kinds  of  fish  that  can  be  taken  by 
the  rod  and  line — the  cod,  the  pulyee,  the  colubco 
(carp),  and  the  toorroo,  or  black  perch.  They 
generally  run  from  five  to  fifteen  pounds  weight, 
are  all  well  flavoured,  especially  the  cod,  and  will 
reward  the  angler  at  dinner-time  for  his  exertions. 

My  first  day's  fishing  on  the  Murray  may 
perhaps  afford  a  good  sample  of  the  style  of  sport 
to  be  exp^ected  on  this  river.  When  my  friend 
Mr.  E.  J.  Eyre  was  liesident  Magistrate  on  the 
Murray  Eiver,  I  used  occasionally  to  visit  him  at 
his  station,  Moorunde,  situated  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  in  the  midst  of  a  delightful  wilderness 
of  game,  a  paradise  for  a  sportsman  ;  my  visit  was 
generally  limited  to  a  week,  and  as  my  object  was 
sport,  no  time  was  lost  in  pursuing  it.  The  black- 
fellows,  over  whom  my  friend  exercised  unlimited 
sway,  were  famous  auxiliaries,  and  entered  enthu- 
siastically into  all  sorts  of  schemes  for  pursuing 
our  game,  either  in  shooting,  hunting,  or  fishing. 
In  fact,  the  natives  of  Australia  are  certainly  of 
the  genus  "  sportsman,"  and  often  amused  me  by 
the  excitement  they  displayed  when  I  was  out 
shooting  or  fishing  with  them,  if,  as  was  frequently 
the  case,  they  discovered  a  flock  of  ducks  or  geese 
among  the  reeds  sooner  than  I  did. 

Early  one  morning  a  young  friend  of  mine,  with 
two  blackfellows  and  myself,  embarked  in  a  small 
boat,  which  we  stored  with  crayfish!  for  bait,  and 
provender  for  luncheon,  and  pulled  down  the  river 
to  a  favourable  spot  for  fishing.  The  scenery  was 
delightful  and  varied  ;  long  reedy  swamps  tended 
to  wooded  embankments,  from  which  occasionally 
arose  the  red  fossil  cliffs,  and  at  times  cliffs  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high 
would  shoot  abruptly  from  the  water,  their  sides 
perforated  with  coves,  and  covered  with  owls,  cor- 
morants, crows,  and  hawks.  The  birds  were  basking 
in  the  sunshine,  and  seemingly  enjoying  the  greatest 
possible  pleasure  with  the  least  possible  exertion. 
Now  and  then  a  native  dog's  head  would  peer  out, 
or  an  antipodean  fox  would  be  seen  sneaking 
at  the  foot  of  the  bank.  Here  and  there,  as  we 
passed  a  swamp,  the  reeds  v/ould  be  agitated  by 
something  approaching  the  water,  and  as  they 
opened  a  black  man  or  woman,  entirely  in  Nature's 
garb,  would  salute  us. 


The  day  was  fine,  as  most  days  are  in  Australia, 
especially  during  the  month  of  February.  It  was 
also  quite  calm,  and  consequently  broiling  hot,  but 
without  being  oppressively  so,  for  the  heat  here 
has  not  the  eflect  of  completely  prostrating  man's 
energy,  for  which  the  heat  of  India  is  so  celebrated  : 
our  black  companions  quite  revelled  in  it — the 
hotter  the  sun's  beams  became  the  higher  their 
spirits  rose.  As  a  protection  against  the  sun  they 
had  greased  themselves  well  with  some  naturally 
scented  pomatum,  the  odour  of  which  gave  a 
"gamey"  flavour  to  the  air.  I,  however,  could 
have  dispensed  with  it,  and  found  refuge  in  the 
clouds  of  smoke  that  issued  from  M- — ~s  pipe. 

As  we  passed  the  lagoons  we  beheld  their  shallow 
waters  covered  with  game — the  pelican,  the  swan, 
goose,  duck,  teal,  widgeon,  and  other  aquatic  birds 
quite  swarmed  on  them  ;  numerous  hawks  hovered 
overhead ;  high  up  was  the  Australian  eagle ;  and 
near  the  water  the  fish-hawk  flapped  his  heavy 
wings.  As  we  passed  some  dead  trees  near  the 
bank  we  saw  the  blue  cranes  watching  for  their 
prey  from  the  branches,  while  the  nankeen  birds 
gathered  in  flocks  on  the  high  boughs,  and  brilliantly 
coloured  parroquets  swept  by  us  with  shrill  shrieks. 

Having  arrived  at  a  part  of  the  stream  favourable 
for  sport  we  commenced  pulling  off'  the  tails  of  the 
unhappy  crayfish  and  baiting  our  hooks  with  them. 
In  a  very  short  time  we  had  eight-and-forty  toorroo 
in  the  boat.  This  fish  when  caught  makes  a  singular 
humming  noise,  in  consequence  of  which,  I  fancy, 
the  natives  have  given  it  the  name  of  toorroo,  as 
that  word  somewhat  resembles  the  sound.  For  a 
time  our  success  left  us,  and  we  were  tantalised  with 
a  succession  of  nibbles  which  brought  us  nothing  but 
disappointment  and  sour  temper,  and  when  I 
surveyed  the  fish  we  had  caught  I  was  dissatisfied 
with  their  size,  the  largest  not  exceeding  21b.  in 
weight. 

Feeling  a  soul  above  this  sort  of  sport  I  cast  my 
line  further  from  the  bank,  and  found  a  heavy  fish 
immediately  hooked.  My  delight  was  soon  some- 
what abated  by  fears  for  my  friend's  line  and  rod. 
Both  appeared  too  frail  to  contend  with  the  lively 
fish  on  the  hook.  However,  cheered  by  the  black- 
fellows,  who  were  in  ecstasies,  I  held  on,  and  soon 
saw  rise  to  the  surface  a  fine  spotted  "pulyee." 
How  he  did  flounder  and  splash  about !  and  how  I, 
abandoning  all  scruples  of  conscience  about  injuring 
my  friend's  tackle,  did  pull  away  at  him  until  he 
lay  gasping  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat !  He  weighed 
rather  more  than  101b.  The  pulyee  is  a  singular 
kind  of  fish  (of  course  the  name  I  give  is  the  native 
one),  in  form  it  differs  from  all  other  fish  I  have 
seen ;  its  body  is  deep  and  flat,  somewhat  wedge- 
shaped  towards  the  tail  ;  its  dorsal  fin  extends  ia 
an  uninterrupted  line  to  the  vent,  forming  the  tail ; 
it  is  spotted  and  scaleless  ;  and  from  its  upper  lip 
fleshy  protuberances  hang  down,  similar  to  those  of 
the  barbel.  To  some  tastes  it  is  very  deliciojs 
eating  ;  to  me  it  appears  too  rich,  but  as  I  am  of  a 
bilious  temperament  and  capricious  in  my  tastes, 
my  opinion  must  not  influence  the  gastronomist. 
(To  be  contmried.) 


JAMIE  McHUGH. 


Anglers  who  visit  the  River  Mourne.  co.  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  will  know  the  place  where  the  railway 
bridge  crosses  the  river,  about  three  miles  below 
Newtownstewart.  Above  the  bridge  is  the  broad 
linn,  called  in  old  times  Linniemore,  and  now  the 
Bigh.  There  the  river,  unchafed  as  it  usually  is 
by  the  opposition  of  rocks  and  stones,  flows  smoothly 
over  a  gravel  bed  and  comes  into  order  for  fishing 
very  soon  after  a  flood.  Then  a  dozen  anglers, 
with  as  many  rods,  may  be  seen  patiently  patrol- 
ling it  from  end  to  end.  Below  the  bridge,  called 
Mulvin  Bridge,  the  river  resumes  its  rapid  course 
over  a  stony  bed,  sweeping  down  to  Lisky  Wood. 

On  the  right,  going  down  from  the  bridge,  there 
rises  above  the  river  a  green  slope  crowned  by  a 
level  plateau,  commanding  a  lovely  view  of  wood 
and  water.  There  on  that  crest,  like  some  Eastern 
sheik,  surrounded  by  his  cattle,  dwells  Jamie 
McHugh.  His  house  is  humble,  and  in  winter 
must  be  cold  and  desolate,  but  on  a  September 
evening,  when  the  sun  is  setting  and  bathing  in  a 
flood  of  light  the  fields  and  trees  and  river,  its 
situation  is  most  lovely,  and  it  seems  an  ideal 
spot  for  an  angler's  home. 

Jamie,  however,  is  no  angler,  but  a  small  farmer 
possessing  about  eight  acres  of  land,  bounded  on 
one  side  by  the  river  and  on  another  by  Douglas 
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Bum.  He  is  an  occupying  owner,  having  bought 
out  his  land  under  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  and  is 
proud  and  happy  in  possession  of  all  his  rights 
and  privileges,  over  both  land  and  water. 

For  many  years  I  have  had  the  happiness  of 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  search  of  health  and  sport 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and,  each  year,  scarcely 
have  I  made  my  appearance  on  his  stretch  of 
water,  than  Jamie  is  at  my  side,  asking  after  my 
welfare,  and  welcoming  me  to  Knockroe  again. 
As  I  grasp  his  hand  and  look  into  his  face  I  find 
that,  save  for  looking  a  little  older  and  thinner,  he 
is  but  little  changed  since  first  I  knew  him.  He 
ia  now  an  old  man,  worn  and  gi'ey,  his  clothes  of 
no  particular  shape  or  pattern,  and  showing  an 
absence  of  a  woman's  eye  and  tender,  cimning 
hand.  He  is  a  real  Irishman,  of  the  old,  outstand- 
ing, picturesque  type. 

He  inquu-es  after  Belfast  and  its  trade  and 
growth,  the  latest  news  of  the  war,'  and  other 
matters  of  public  interest.  He  is  no  reader,  but 
he  is  keen  to  hear  what  is  passing  in  the  world  far 
away  from  the  quiet  spot  where  he  dwells. 

The  fishing  is  next  discussed,  and  the  badness  of 
the  seasoQ,  and  the  reason  why  this  is  the  worst 
season  on  record  ;  for  Jamie,  though  not  an  angler 
himself,  has  known  and  talked  with  so  many 
generations  of  them  that  he  has  learned  their 
language.  He  maintains  that  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  his  water,  and  points  out  the  spot  where  he 
saw  great  ones  leaping  yesterday  and  to-day.  He 
knows  the  record  of  each  angler,  how  many  or  how 
few  fish  the  major,  and  the  colonel,  and  the  clergy, 
and  the  professor  have  caught.  His  cattle  are  then 
introduced  and  duly  admired  and  praised. 

There  are  three  good  stands  on  Jamie's  water, 
the  Burnfoot,  the  Horse  Ford,  and  the  Alders,  all 
sure  lies  in  years  long  gone,  but  now,  in  these 
degenerate  days,  tried  by  many  an  angler  in  vain. 
Jamie  can  tell  of  the  good  old  days  when  there 
was  a  fish  for  every  man.  He  has  seen  the  coming 
and  going  of  many  a  generation  of  anglers.  They 
came  like  shadows  and  have  so  departed,  while  he 
remains,  ever  by  the  river  side. 

_  What  a  lonely  life  is  his  !  When  I  first  made 
his  acquaintance  he  had  a  brother,  but  the  brother 
has  long  since  departed  to  the  silent  land.  Now 
Jamie  dwells  alone,  without  friend,  or  relative,  or 
company,  save  of  the  dumb  beasts,  cooking  his 
own  food  and  caring  for  himself.  How  he  survives 
the  winter  I  Inow  not,  when  the  storms  rage  and 
the  winds  roar,  and  the  floods  rush  down  the  river 
and  the  burn.  Yet  he  does  survive,  and  the 
returning  summer  and  the  angling  visitor  still  find 
him  part  of  the  scene. 

Sometimes,  when  far  away  from  the  Mourne, 
and  occupied  with  the  duties  of  a  busy  profession, 
I  close  my  eyes,  and  in  fancy  I  revisit  those  places 
that  have  become  to  me  very  dear.  I  hear  again 
the  rush  ot  the  stream,  and  see  the  green  hill 
around  which  the  river  winds.  How  calm  and 
peaceful  it  all  is,  how  sweet  as  seeu  through  the 
blue  haze  of  happy  memory.  A  cool  air,  refreshing 
heart  and  nerve,  seems  to  breathe  from  it,  soft  and 
healing,  as  the  breeze  that  awakes  after  a  hot 
summer  day.  Baronius. 


STEEL  FISHING  EODS. 


The  makers  of  steel  fishing  rods  have  brought 
out  for  the  coming  season's  trade  two  handy  rods 
intended  for  the  use  of  persons  who  find  it  incon- 
venient to  carry  the  ordinary  three -joint  rods  in  a 
rarm  or  case  some  three  or  more  feet  in  length. 
The  new  steel  rods  have  joints  171  inches  long,  just 
a  trifle  longer  than  the  common  four- joint  camera 
tripod.    The  bass  rod  when  jointed  is  7  feet 

8  inches  in  length,  and  when  taken  down  is  com- 
posed of  six  pieces — five  joints  and  the  handle. 
The  fly  rod  has  six  joints  beside  the  handle  and  is 

9  feet  over  all  when  set  up.  Some  of  the  so-called 
trunk  rods  of  wood  or  split  bamboo  are  not  strong 
because  of  the  numerous  joints  and  the  difiiculty  of 
making  them  flexible  while  retaining  strength,  but 
in  steel  this  does  not  apply  to  the  same  extent, 
evidently. 

Some  months  ago  I  sent  a  steel  casting  rod  to  a 
friend  in  the  south  who  is  extremely  fond  of  sea 
fishing.  He  was  particular  about  the  strength  of 
the  rod,  and  stated  that  as  he  was  likely  to  catch 
fish  weighing  501b.  and  imder,  he  wanted  a  rod 
that  would  stand  vmusual  strain,  although  he 
admitted  that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  smaller 
fry  running  up  and  down  the  scale  under  101b.  In 


selecting  this  rod  and  an  outfit  to  go  with  it  at 
Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  I  had  some  misgivings, 
so  purchased  the  heaviest  one  obtainable.  Still,  it 
was  a  slender  thing,  nob  many  ounces  heavier  than 
one  with  which  I  fished  many  times  for  black  bass 
of  31b.  and  under.  When  the  rod  reached  its 
owner  he  was  certain  it  would  never  go  through 
nmch  of  a  fight,  but  he  had  used  it  only  a  little 
while  when  he  admitted  tliat  it  was  a  good  little 
rod. — F.  in  SJiontituj  and  Fishing. 


AELINGTON  LAKE. 
By  Mrs.  A.  J.  Knapp. 


You  are  coming  sweet  birds,  your  voices  will  ring 
And  warble  and  trill  in  Arlington's  trees 

To  the  flashing  of  oars,  as  swiftly  they  swing 
The  fishing  boats  out  from  sand  banks  and  leas. 

You  are  coming  you  summer-time  swallows 

To  build  again  under  the  Arlington's  eaves. 
The  minnows  once   more   among  reeds   in  the 
shallows 

Will  shimmer  and  gleam  like  silver  in  sheaves. 

You  are  coming,  the  fisherman  cries  in  his  rapture, 
To  the  lake  fish  that  leap  in  their  wanton  play  ; 

The  fisherman's  gurgle,  his  bait,  their  capture 
Are  coming.  Oh,  Arlington — April  and  May  I 

114,  Bronson-street, 

South  Bend,  Indiana,  U.S.A., 
March  15. 


Mrs.  a.  J.  Knapp. 


[I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give  the  photograph  of 
this  fair  and  enthusiastic  American  lady  angler. 
Mrs.  Knapp  is  very  proud  of  her  record  in  salmon 
fishing,  as  the  State  statistics  credit  her  with 
catching  the  largest  salmon  taken  from  Lake 
Maxinkuckee.— R.  B.  M.] 


THE  AMEEICAN   STYLE  OF 

CASTING  FEOM  THE  EEEL, 

AND  SOME  EEMARKS  ON  SPLIT  RINGS, 
EYED  HOOKS,  AND  PINS  FOR 
FASTENING  FERRULES. 


It  was  with  the  greatest  interest  that  I  read 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  article  in  the  FisJdng  Gazette 
of  Dec.  21  last,  and  I  most  heartily  endorse  what 
he  says  about  the  American  style  not  deserving  to 
be  sneezed  at.  My  experiences  in  this  style  were 
carried  out  with  cheap  rods  and  cheap  reels — to 
wit,  split  bamboo  rod  retailing  in  this  country  at 
about  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  in  English  currency,  and 
machine-made  multiplier  (two-and-a-half  turns  of 
the  spool  to  one  turn  of  the  handle),  retailing  at 
about  5s.  Length  of  rod,  nine  feet ;  weight,  ten 
ounces ;  weight  of  sinker  used  in  my  experiments, 
half  an  ounce ;  size  of  line  (plaited  silk,  undressed). 
No.  5.  After  half  an  hour's  practice  I  could  send 
my  weight  to  a  distance  of  twenty  to  twenty- five 
yards  with  very  considerable  accuracy,  and  with 
much  greater  ease  than  I  ever  could  attain  with 
any  other  style  of  casting.  Illness  cut  my  experi- 
ments short,  but  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  take  a 
holiday  next  summer,  when  I  shall  try  to  improve 
my  style  and  increase  the  distances  up  to  which  I 


have  been  casting  last  autumn.  Anyway,  the 
American  style  of  casting  from  the  reel  is  well 
worth  cultivating,  and  I  most  strongly  recommend 
it  to  all  anglers. 

Francis  Francis's  advice  regarding  multipliers — 
"  if  you  have  a  multiplier  give  it  away  as  a  delusion 
and  snare  " — was  founded,  probably,  on  the  really 
unsatisfactory  quality  of  English-made  reels  of 
this  category.  I  am  bound  to  state  that  all  multi- 
pliers of  English  origin  which  I  have  experimented 
with  were  unsatisfactory,  though  they  cost  con- 
siderably more  than  the  American  ones  which  I 
used  last  autumn,  and  seemed  to  be  hand-made, 
or,  at  the  very  least,  hand-finished.  How  to 
account  for  this  I  do  not  know,  "  yet  I  state 
but  the  facts."  I  have  an  idea,  however,  that 
"  machine-made "  articles  may  be,  in  certain 
cases,  much  preferable  to  "  hand-made"  ones. 

For  light  casting,  I  certainly  should  prefer  the 
two-and-a-half  times  multiplying  reel  to  one  multi- 
plying four  times,  and  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  "  two -fold"  multipliers  are  used  as  a  rule  for 
black  bass  fishing  in  the  States.  Dr.  James 
Henshall  says  that  reels  multiplying  from  two  to 
four  times  are  used  in  black  bass  fishing,  but  does 
not  say  (if  my  memory  serves  me)  what  amount  of 
"  multiplication  "  he  gives  the  preference  to. 

As  to  thumb-stalls,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
necessity  to  use  same  in  light-weight  casting, 
neither  do  I  remember  Dr.  Henshall  mentioning 
them.  In  heavy  casting,  and  more  especially  in 
heavy  fishing  (as  for  striped  bass,  tuna,  tarpon, 
etc.),  the  use  of  thumb-stalls  is  evidently  quite 
imperative. 

I  wonder  what  an  expert  caster  could  perform 
with  a  jewelled  multiplier?  Fifty-five  yards  is 
good  enough  (Mr.  A.  F.  Dressel  in  1880),  but,  as 
far  as  I  can  trust  my  memory,  this  was  performed 
with  an  unjewelled  reel.  As  for  myself,ll  must  say 
that  I  am,  for  the  time  being,  highly  satisfied  with 
the  results  obtained  by  me  after  such  short  practice  ; 
and  I  may  add  that  my  eldest  son  managed  to  make 
a  few  very  decent  casts  from  the  start,  after  I  had 
only  shown  him  how  to  manage  the  reel. 

Speaking  of  casting  from  the  reel,  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
who  have  had  sufficient  experience  of  casting  from 
Mr.  Malloch's  reel.  I  obtained  one  a  good  many 
years  ago  and  tried  hard  to  master  its  action.  I 
managed  to  get  out  a  fair  line  with  it,  but  found 
that  the  line  got  a  twist  in  it  when  being  uncoiled 
from  the  barrel  in  casting.  Is  this  an  erroneous 
impression  or  a  correct  one  ?  I  did  not  use  that 
reel  for  anything  much  over  a  fortnight.  A  friend 
was  taken  with  its  appearance  to  that  extent  that 
he  badgered  me  into  transferring  my  Malloch  reel 
to  him  then  and  there.  From  what  I  heard  from 
him  later,  it  would  appear  that  he  was  highly 
satisfied  with  it  as  far  as  casting  from  it  was  con- 
sidered, but  he  also  complained  about  the  line 
getting  a  twist  in  it.  I  do  not,  however,  remember 
having  come  across  similar  complaints  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  this  leads  me  to  suppose 
that  something  may  have  ibeen  wrong  in  our  way 
of  handling  the  reel.  [Mr.  Malloch  now  supplies  a 
reel  with  reversible  action,  so  that  any  tendency 
to  kink  is  avoided. — Ed.] 

So  much  for  the  "  American  style  "  ;  now  as  to 
"  split  rings."  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  see  from 
Mr.  Marston's  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  4  ("  Allcock's  Patent  Collapsing  Spoon  ")  that 
Messrs.  AUcock  &  Co.  are  making  experiments 
with  a  specially  strong  ring,  "  not  split,  and  which 
will  not  rust."  The  fact  is  that  the  split  ring,  as 
it  is  now,  has  decidedly  not  one  redeeming  feature 
to  recommend  it ;  it  is  weak  in  itself,  it  is  extremely 
liable  to  rusting  '"inwardly,"  it  does  not  offer 
much  convenience  for  removing  a  hook  or  a  bait, 
or  putting  one  on  either.  The  sooner  something 
more  practical  is  substituted  to  it  the  better  for  all 
parties  concerned.  I  am  not  likely  to  forget  soon 
the  disappointment  occasioned  by  the  "  straighten- 
ing out "  of  a  split  ring  in  a  Halcyon  spinner 
(large  size)  when  fishing  on  the  Volga  some  time 
ago.  Bites  were  scarce — very ;  and  when  there 
was  a  bite — to  feel  a  big  fish  "  on,"  and  then  to 
feel  it  "off,"  and  to  find  that  it  was  due  to  the 
drawing  of  the  split  ring — well,  it  was  hard  on  a 
man,  and  "  cuss "  words  rose  to  my  lips  quite 
naturally.  Since  the  "  Link  "  swivel  appeared  in 
our  tackle  shops,  I  have  substituted  it  to  the  split 
ring  wherever  this  was  feasible  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
it  is  not  in  every  case  that  such  a  substitution  is 
possible.  (This  swivel  is  known  here  under  its 
list  number,  4711.) 
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After  split  rings,  it  is  the  eye  of  the  eyed  hook 
at  which  I  feel  like  having  a  good  growl.  I  find 
that  the  eyes  of  most  sizes  are  too  small,  so  that 
it  becomes  very  difficult — it  not  altogether  im- 
possible— to  put  them  on  to  anything  but  the 
finest  gut  for  the  smaller  sizes,  or  medium  stout 
gut  for  the  larger  ones.  I  remember  fishing  on 
the  Volga  with  Alexandra  Fly  on  No.  1  hook.  On 
account  of  the  stretch  where  I  intended  to  fish 
being  rather  infested  with  pike — and  large  ones,  too 
— I  thought  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  use  the 
very  finest  gimp  instead  of  gut,  and  I  found  it  a 
precious  tough  bit  of  work  to  thread  it  through 
the  eye  of  my  Alexandra.  And  it  would  have  been 
utterly  impossible  to  do  it  if  I  had  been  using  a  fly 
dressed  on  a  smaller  hook.  Now  I  really  cannot 
imagine  that  a  slightly  larger  sized  eye  could 
impair  the  appearance  or  the  efficiency  of  an  eyed 
hook  from  the  point  of  view  of  English  anglers, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  would  greatly  enhance 
its  merits  in  the  eyes  of  Continental  anglers. 

Speaking  of  fishing  with  the  Alexandra  Fly  on 
the  Volga  reminds  me  of  an  unpleasant  incident 
which  shows  that  large  sized  flies  ought  not  to  be 
dressed  on  the  ordinary  turn-down-eyed  hooks,  but 
on  those  in  which  the  tapered  shank,  after  having 
been  turned  round  so  as  to  form  the  eye,  is  carried 
for  some  distance  back  towards  the  bend  of  hook  ;  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  this  model  is  known 
as  "looped,"  or  "returned  "  turn-down-eyed  hook. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  eyes  of  this  model  must  be 
considerably  stronger  than  those  of  the  ordinary 
model,  in  which  the  eye  is  made  just  at  the  thin 
point  of  shank. 

The  incident,  which  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye, 
happened  thus  : — I  had  been  bottom  fishing  (led- 
gering  and  float  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style) 
for  over  an  hour  without  even  the  semblance  of  a 
bite  when  I  noticed  a  fish  of  prey  chasing — "  strik- 
ing' '  as  we  say  in  this  country— near  some  submerged 
boulders  in  the  channel  of  the  river.  Tying  a  bit 
of  reed  into  my  line  about  two-and-a-half  yards 
from  the  fly  I  floated  the  latter  down  gently  towards 
the  swirl  showing  the  position  of  boulders;  the 
strong  current,  together  with  the  bit  of  reed  acting 
as  float,  enabled  me  to  put  my  fly  exactly  where  I 
wanted  to  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  keep  it  at 
the  proper  depth  afterwards,  "  searching "  the 
water  with  it  carefully  by  working  it  backwards 
and  forwards  all  the  time.  I  had  been  at  it  for  less 
than  ten  minutes  when  I  felt  a  slight  pull  as  I  was 
drawing  the  fly  towards  me— and  that  was  all ; 
when  I  had  drawn  the  line  in,  I  found  that  the  fly 
had  gone,  the  eye  of  the  hook  only  remained  on 
the  gimp  trace  !  To  say  that  I  felt  sore  over  it  is 
to  put  it  very  mildly  indeed. 

Last,  but  not  least  important,  comes  the  question 
of  pins  used  in  fastening  ferrules  and  counters  on 
rod-joints.  I  do  not  know  what  other  anglers  think 
of  them,  but  can  state  that  they  are  considered  a 
nuisance  by  most  Eussian  anglers,  and  quite  justly 
so.  First  of  all,  they  are  (in  the  majority  of  cases) 
put  in  at  the  least  suitable  (from  the  mechanic's 
point  of  view)  spots— too  high  up  in  counter- 
ferrules  and  too  low  down  in  ferrules.  If  they 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  (and  I  must  say  that  I 
do  not  see  why  they  could  not  be  discarded 
altogether,  some  special  rubber  cement  being  used 
instead  for  fastening  ferrules  and  counters — I  am 
under  the  impression  that  something  of  that  kind 
is  used  in  America),  why  can  they  not  be  located 
so  as  to  reduce  to  a  minimimi  their  weakening 
effect  on  the  rod  ?  Most  of  the  smashes  that  came 
under  my  personal  observation  (some  of  them  in 
high-grade  rods  by  well-known  makers)  occurred  at 
pinhole  inside  ferrule,  the  wood  being  weakened 
both  by  pinhole  and  by  recess  provided  for  tenon 
or  dowel  of  next  joint;  the  breakages  inside 
counter-ferrule  were  much  less  frequent,  but  the 
efi'ects  of  the  pinhole  were  evident  in  these  cases 
also. 

Besides  this  inconvenience,  the  weakening  of  the 
rod-pins  make  themselves  very  obnoxious  when 
the  wood  has  shrunk  so  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
fix  the  ferrules  and  counters  anew ;  in  order  to  do 
this  one  must  remove  the  pins  first  of  all,  and 
anyone  who  has  had  to  do  that  trick  is  sure  not  to 
hanker  after  a  repetition  of  it  I  Now  matters  would 
be  greatly  simplified  if— without  going  so  far  as 
doing  away  with  pins — these  were  put  through  in 
counter-ferrules,  and  if  small  screw  pins  were  used 
instead  of  the  ordinary  pin  in  order  to  fasten  on 
ferrules ;  the  through  pins  for  counters  could  be 
made  of  much  finer  gauge  wire  than  the  pins  used 
now,  and  this  would  reduce  the  weakening  effect 


of  same  to  a  very  appreciable  extent.  As  to  the 
screw.'pins  for  fastening  ferrules,  they  could  be  made 
very  short  and  no  thicker  than  they  are  made  at 
present.  I  think  it  would  be  most  convenient  to 
have  a  small  disc  of  brass  soldered  on  to  ferrule 
in  the  place  where  the  screw  pin  comes  through, 
so  as  to  give  sufficient  thickness  of  metal  for  the 
screw-thread.  Thus  the  ferrule  itself  would  not 
be  any  weaker  than  it  is  with  the  use  of  the  present 
style  of  pins,  and  as  for  the  wood  it  would  be 
weakened  considerably  less,  as  the  screw  pin  need 
not  indent  it  deeper  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch  for 
a  stoutish  joint  and  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  for  a 
small  sized  one. 

Many  of  the  above  remarks  may  appear  childish 
from  the  point  of  view  of  English  anglers  who  have 
rod-makers  at  their  command  anywhere  and  every- 
where, but  they  are  very  serious  ones  from  our 
point  of  view,  where  there  are  no  rod-makers,  more 
or  less,  worth  that  name  outside  of  St.  Petersburg 
and  Moscow ;  and  even  in  these  two  cities  it  is  not 
an  easy  matter  to  find  a  rod-maker  who  understands 
all  branches  of  his  business  thoroughly,  and  with 
whom  there  is  no  risk  of  his  spoiling  a  good  rod  by 
a  wrong  treatment  of  some  part  of  it. 

Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  10,  1902. 


THE  NEW  "EDEN"  SPINNER. 


Messrs.  Henry  Mil  ward  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  send 
me  samples  of  the  new  "  Eden  "  spinner  (patented) 
for  salmon,  trout,  pike,  bass,  perch,  etc.,  made  in 
five  sizes. 

At  first  sight  it  looks  like  our  good  old  friend 
the  Chapman  spinner,  the  parent  of  many  similar 
spinners,  but  it  is  really  quite  different  in  an 
important  point. 

It  is  very  curious,  but  I  had  not  written  the  last 
word  when  a  gentleman  sent  in  his  card  and  said 
he  wished  to  see  me  about  a  new  spinner  he  had 
invented.  He  came  in  and  began  describing  his 
invention,  saying  the  chief  point  was  that  the  bait 
and  hooks  are  all  carried  on  a  tube  (a  b),  which 


The  "Eden"  Spinner. 


rotates  on  a  steel  pin  (c  d).  This  stem  is  inserted 
in  the  dead  bait  (dace,  gudgeon,  sprat,  etc.),  and 
the  hooks  are  adjusted  in  the  usual  way.  I  said  : 
"  Oh  1  but  you  are  too  late.  I  am  at  this  moment 
writing  a  notice  of  a  patented  tackle  of  this  very 
kind — here  it  is."  My  visitor  smiled  and  said  : 
"Well,  that  is  funny.  That  is  my  invention 
which  Messrs.  Milward  are  bringing  out  for  me." 
Colonel  Aitchison  then  went  on  to  explain  how  he 
had  found  his  little  invention  answer  admirably 
when  spinning  for  salmon  on  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee,  etc.,  and  he  pointed  out  that  those  anglers 
who  dislike  metal  spinners  at  the  head  of  a  bait— 
and  many  do— can  cut  them  off,  as  by  giving  the 


that  he  does  not  find  in  practice  that  these  safe- 
guards are  necessary, 

I  like  the  "  Eden  "  spinner  very  much,  especially 
for  use  without  the  head  spinner — getting  the  spin 
by  curving  the  tail.  Of  course  the  side  hooks  can 
be  arranged  to  suit  the  idea  of  the  angler  as  to 
best  position. — E.  B.  M. 


OUT  OF  SEASON. 


The  "  Eden  "  Spinner  Baited. 


bait  a  bit  of  a  turn  at  the  tail  by  means  of  one  of 
the  hooks  it  spins  all  right,  and  he  often  uses  it 
himself  in  that  way.  I  suggested  that  if  a  bit  of 
flat  metal  was  soldered  on  to  the  tube  it  would 
prevent  the  bait  turning  round  on  the  tube  and 
twisting  the  gut  or  gimp,  also  that  a  hook  to  press 
into  the  head  of  bait  would  hold  it  on  better  than 
the  side  hooks  alone.    But  Colonel  Aitchison  says 


We  anglers  have  a  little  grievance  against  Dame 
Nature,  all-wise  though  she  be— it  is  that  she  has 
arranged  the  close  season  in  the  loveliest  time  of 
spring.  AVe  would  have  willingly  spared  three 
earlier  months  to  have  had  April  and  May  for  our 
very  own.  True,  there  is  trout-fishing,  but  then  for 
many  of  us,  alas  1  expense  and  distance  intervene, 
so  we  can  only  regret  that  the  season  instead  of 
opening  on  March  14  closes. 

The  "last  day"  has  always  been  a  lucky  one 
with  me.  I  particularly  remember  an  occasion 
when  I  had  capital  sport,  got  into  terrible  trouble, 
and  finished  by  being  given  a  perpetual  "  permit 
to  fish."  _My  friend  "Brae"  (from  the  French 
"  Braconnier,"  a  poacher)  and  I  were  arranging  an 
excursion  and  glancing  through  my  "Angler's 
Diary  "  in  search  of  "  fresh  fields  "  had  chanced 
upon  "The  Mole."  There  followed  this  information : 
"Fishing  very  good,  but  strictly  preserved ;  leave 
can  sometimes  be  obtained  from  riparian  owners 
if,"  added  the  diary  with  kindly  wisdom,  "  properly 
approached."  A  carefully  worded  letter  was  soon 
on  its  way  to  one  of  these  "  owners,"  and  a 
courteous  reply  with  "  permission  to  fish  "  was 
obtained.  So  far  all  seemed  well ;  we  made  great 
preparations  for  a  day's  sport,  worms  scoured  to 
perfection,  ground  bait  of  the  -exact  consistency, 
and  paste  (of  my  own  invention  that  I  have  seldom 
known  to  fail,  and  of  which  I  am  properly  proud, 
made  of  flour,  honey,  milk,  and — but  I  owe  it  to  my- 
self to  keep  the  fourth  ingredient  a  secret) ;  all  were 
packed  ready  for  the  coming  day.  Next  morning 
we  made  an  early  start,  and  were  walking  down  to 
Victoria  discussing  the  new  water  and  its  possi- 
bilities. 

"  I  suppose  you  will  adopt  your  usual  tactics 
and  leave  a  brace  of  the  best  fish  at  the  owner's 
house  ?  "  said  Brae  (a  poacher). 

"Certainly,"  I  said,  "and  what's  more  I  am 
going  to  buy  them  at  this  fishmonger's  and  take 
them  with  me ;  the  Mole  is  a  famous  trout  river, 
and  those  look  just  the  thing."  We  stopped  to 
admire  some  on  a  slab.  "  They're  bound  to  please," 
said  I,  "  and  will  probably  get  us  another  day  or 
two  later  on." 

In  this  idea  I  was  much  encouraged  by  Brae, 
and  as  he  was  a  keen  trout  fisherman  and  I  knew 
nothing  about  either  the  fish  or  the  close  time  for 
them,  I  consider  his  conduct  was — well,  the  incident 
is  forgiven  now,  so  I  will  leave  my  remarks  to  the 
imagination.  Entering  the  shop,  amid  the  smiles 
of  the  men,  who  eyed  my  rod  with  great  amuse- 
ment, I  selected  a  lovely  brace  of  trout. 

"  Going  fishing,  sir  ?  "  said  the  man  as,  making 
no  attempt  at  wrapping  them  up,  he  placed  the 
fish  in  my  basket. 

"  Yes,"  I  said  stiffly — his  ill-concealed  mirth 
annoyed  me  and  I  was  glad  to  get  outside. 

Another  hour's  time  and  we  were  at  the  water- 
side with  a  fine  stretch  of  river  running  through 
private  grounds  at  our  command.  The  country 
does  not  look  its  best  on  a  bleak  March  day,  but 
for  all  that  the  scene  was  a  very 
pleasant  one.  Before  us  were 
green  lawns  sloping  gently  to  the 
stream,  snowdrops  everywhere, 
and  here  and  there  "  a  sanguine 
crocus,"  as  Mr.  Austin  describes 
them  ;  a  glint  of  sunshine  showed 
through  the  bare  gaunt  stems  of 
the  wood  opposite,  and  it  needed 
but  little  imagination  to  tell  us 
how  lovely  this  spot  would  be 
in,  say,  another  month's  time 
when  the  close  season  was  on. 
However,  we  were  here  not  for 
vain  imaginings  but  for  sterner  business,  so 
selecting  a  deep,  quiet  eddy  formed  by  a  sheltering 
reed  bed,  and  rsing  the  finest  tackle,  for  the  water 
was  crystal  clear,  we  baited  with  the  famous  paste, 
cast  well  out  and  waited.  I  had  the  first  fish  and 
rejoiced  over  it— there  was  always  a  friendly 
rivalry  between  Brae  (a  poacher)  and  myself; 
he  soon  followed  with  a  second  and  a  third,  and 
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after  that,  for  an  hour  or  more,  we  lost  count  and 
were  both  very  busy;  they  were  all  roach,  and 
mostly  fish  of  three-cjuarters  to  a  pound,  with  an 
occasional  specimen.  Sport  was  splendid,  and  the 
'•  last  day  "  looked  like  being  a  record  one,  but  all 
things — fish  in  particular — are  uncertain,  and  the 
biting  grew  gradually  less,  then  ceased  altogether  ; 
an  hour  passed,  still  no  fish,  then — 

"  Perhaps  there's  a  jack  about,"  said  I.  "  Can't 
you  fit  up  a  line  somehow  '?  I'll  go  down  to  that 
shallow  and  catch  a  dace  or  two  while  you  get  a 
rod  ready." 

Ten  minutes  later  I  returned  with  a  nice  2oz. 
bait  to  find  my  roach  pole  shortened  to  three  joints 
and  a  triangle  on  gimp — Brae  had  found  it  in 
his  cap,  left  there  from  some  recent  pike  fishing 
expedition—tied  on  to  my  thin  silk  line.  We  lip- 
hooked  the  dace,  and  cast  it  right  across  the  river, 
letting  the  stream  carry  it  gently  down  into  the 
eddy.  There  it  stayed  for  awhile,  but  from  the 
way  the  bait  worked  we  could  tell  a  jack  was 
following  it,  and  at  the  next  cast  away  went  our 
improvised  twig  float  and  a  good  deal  of  line  with 
it.  Brae  waited  a  minute,  then  slowly  tightened 
up  and  struck.  Then  came  a  rare  fight,  for  the 
tackle  was  very  fine,  and  had  to  be  most  delicately 
handled.  Luckily  there  was  clear  deep  water 
everywhere—save,  of  course,  for  the  reed  bed,  and 
out  of  that  Esox  had  to  be  kept  at  all  costs.  The 
fish  moved  steadily  down  stream,  running  out  the 
line,  and  bending  my  frail  roach  rod  almost  to 
breaking  point.  However,  his  going  that  way  was 
all  in  our  favour,  and  it  was  not  till  he  tmrned  and 
swam  slowly  back  that  the  real  excitement  began. 
"  Can't  you  stop  him  somehow  ?  "  I  said. 
"  No,  but  you  can,"  answered  Brae.  "  Get 
the  other  rod,  and  beat  the  water  with  it." 

I  ran  for  his  rod  ;  there  was  a  good  fish  on,  but 
I  pulled  him  out  with  scant  ceremony — there  was 
no  time  for  unhooking  so  I  broke  the  line,  and 
rushing  past  my  friend  thrashed  the  water  wildly. 
Not  a  moment  too  soon — the  jack  was  within  a 
yard  of  the  reeds,  but  the  splashing  frightened  him 
and  he  darted  off  down  stream  again.  Another 
alarm  occun-ed  before  we  had  him,  and  once  more 
I  slashed  at  the  water.  It  was  the  last  struggle, 
and  a  minute  later  he  came  to  the  surface,  fairly 
played  out.  A  very  pretty  fish,  too,  short  and 
thick,  in  splendid  condition,  and  when  weighed 
some  hours  later  he  turned  the  scale  at  ten  pounds. 
Brae  was  justly  proud  of  himself,  and  I  came 
in  for  my  meed  of  praise  for  promptly  thrashing 
the  water.  Needless  to  say,  the  two  rods  were 
considerably  the  worse  for  wear ;  mine  never  quite 
regained  its  old  straightness,  and  his  was  ever 
afterwards  somewhat  loose  in  the  joints.  However, 
it  was  a  good  deed  well  done,  and  so  we  could  cry 
quits  over  the  damage. 

After  all  this  commotion  we  determined  to  give 
the  swim  time  to  quiet  down  a  little,  and  an 
interval  for  lunch  seemed  a  favourable  suggestion. 
The  meal  passed  off  with  no  particular  incident, 
except,  perhaps,  the  arrival  of  a  keeper,  who,  I  may 
say,  did  not  make  a  good  impression,  for  having 
accepted  our  tip  with  the  air  of  one  who  confers  a 
favour,  he  proceeded  to  well  nigh  empty  my  flask, 
and  then  to  regard  my  friend's  pocket  pistol  with 
a  thirsty  eye.  In  that  quarter,  however,  he 
received  small  encouragement,  for  Brae  (a  poacher) 
profited  by  my  experience,  and  replacing  his 
"Leather  Bottel"  safely  in  the  basket  he  shut 
the  lid  with  a  snap  that  certainly  did  not  suggest 
hospitality.  Seeing  this,  he  of  the  velveteens 
wished  us  •'  Good  day,"  and  we  retui-ned  to  our 
fishing.  Sport,  for  some  reason,  was  not  as  it  had 
been ;  we  added  a  few  roach  to  the  bag,  but  they 
were  not  biting  freely  as  at  first.  However,  the 
fish  we  did  get  were  good  ones,  and  by  evening  we 
had  a  fine  bag  to  our  credit. 

The  event  of  the  day  now  arrived.  That  brace 
of  trout  I  had  brought  with  me,  and  which  I  hoped 
would  prove  a  future  "  open  sesame  "  to  the  stream, 
were  carefully  laid  on  the  top  of  the  basket,  and 
with  them  I  marched  boldly  up  to  the  house. 
Brae  lingered  behind  on  some  pretext  of  packing 
up.  As  good  luck  would  have  it  the  owner  met  me 
on  the  doorstep.  He  was  a  retired  general  who 
had  seen  much  service  abroad,  and  was  now  a 
local  J.  P.  In  reply  to  his  cheery  "  What  sport '?  " 
I  made  a  most  polite  speech. 

"  I  have  come  to  thank  you  for  a  most  enjoyable 
day,"  I  said,  "  and  for  some  excellent  fishing— a 
101b.  jack." 

"  Capital,  capital  t  "  said  the  general,  smiling 
approval. 


"  Some  very  fine  roach  and,"  I  continued,  stooping 
to  unfasten  the  creel,  "  a  brace  of  trout,  which  I 
hope  you  will  accept." 

His  whole  manner  changed. 
"  Did  you  say  trout  ?  "  he  asked,  in  icy  tones. 
"  Yes,"  I  answered,  rather  surprised,  and  won- 
dering what  was  wrong.    "  Yes,  a  brace  of  fine 

trout,  which  I  hope  " 

He  interrupted  me  fiercely  with  a  remark  in 
some  foreign  tongue— Arabic,  I  think— and  eyed 
me  with  a  fury  that  I  have  never  before  or  since 
seen  in  a  human  being.  I  shrank  back,  glancing 
about  for  some  possible  weapon  should  things  come 
to  the  worst.  The  weird  language  continued — it 
was  now,  I  am  inclined  to  fancy,  Hindustani ; 
happily  my  education  in  that  line  had  been 
neglected,  but  I  imagine  he  was  using  oaths  of  a 
most  terrible  character.  For  how  long  this  would 
have  lasted  I  do  not  know,  for  fortunately  Brae 
arrived,  and  taking  in  the  situation  at  a  glance— I 
rather  think  he  expected  something  of  the  sort, 
being,  as  I  have  said,  a  trout  fisher— he  opened 
the  creel  and  quietly  produced  the  fish.  The 
general  glared  angrily  at  them,  and  then  as  I 
watched  him  his  anger  seemed  suddenly  to  vanish, 
and  he  smiled,  laughed,  shouted  with  merriment. 
Then  becoming  grave  again  he  turned  to  me,  and 
said  in  good  English — 

"  Sir,  I  beg  your  pardon  ;  I  apologise  with  all  my 
heart."  This  was  more  reassuring,  but  I  should 
have  felt  happier  nevertheless  with  some  stout 
weapon  in  my  hand.  "  Those  fish,"  continued  the 
general,  "  were  never  caught  in  this  river— they 
are  sea-trout." 

"  Yes,"  said  Brae,  feeling,  as  he  admitted 
afterwards,  a  little  ashamed  of  himself,  "  they  are, 
and  they  were  bought  in  London." 

Further  explanations  followed,  and  the  general 
was  made  aware  that  my  idea  had  been  to  pay  him 
a  delicate  compliment,  and  later  over  a  cigar  in 
his  smoking  room  they  had  a  good  laugh  a'  my 
expense,  and  I  was  educated  as  to  the  proper  close 
season  for  trout  and  shown  one  or  two  fine 
specimens  in  cases  that  had  been  taken  from  this 
very  spot.  It  is  ten  years  ago  now,  and  I  have 
since  had  many  a  pleasant  day  there,  for  that 
"  Magic  Brace  "  did  prove  the  "  open  sesame  " 
after  all,  and  I  have  been  free  and  welcome  to  fish 
ever  since,  the  general  making  one  condition  only, 
and  that  is  "that  all  sea-trout  are  to  be  immediately 
returned  to  the  water."  Egbert  Stanley. 


THE  NEW  EDITION  OF 
WEBSTER'S  DICTIONARY. 


New  Words.— Do  you  know  the  meaning  of 
khaki,  kopje,  biograph,  eye-minded,  commando, 
Bertillon  system,  cangue,  Crookes  space,  Marconi 
system?  These  and  thousands  of  other  words, 
derived  from  the  Boer,  Spanish,  and  Chinese  wars 
and  from  scientific  sources,  have  come  into  use 
during  the  last  ten  years,  and  are  found  in  the  new 
and  enlarged  edition  of  "Webster's  International 
Dictionary,"  recently  published  under  the  editor- 
ship of  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris,  United  States  Com- 
missioner of  Education.  The  International  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  standard  authority  in 
the  English  Postal  Telegraph  Department,  in  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Departments  of  the  Australian 
Commonwealth  and  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  in 
the  United  States  Government  Printing  Office  and 
other  Government  Departments.  In  fact  it  is  so 
universally  used  and  commended  that  we  cannot 
but  hope  that  some  day  it  may  find  its  way  into 
every  home  in  the  land.  It  will  prove  an  ever 
reliable  schoolmaster  to  your  children  if  rightly  used. 


A  RHYTHMICAL  TABLE  OF 
ANGLING  FLIES. 


"The  Green  Bank  "is  the  title  of  a  pleasant 
little  brochure  in  verse  which  was  first  published 
in  1887  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auck- 
land, who  now  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  new  edition. 
The  following  note  will  explain  the  raison  d'etre 
of  the  little  publication  : — 

"  Blessington  Fishing  Club, 
"  Central  Hotel,  Dublin. 
"  Jan.  23,  1902. 
"  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  above  club,  held 
here  this  day,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
accept  and  approve  the  dedication  of  the  revised 
re-publication  of  '  The  Green  Bank,'  edited  by  a 


worthy  brother  angler,  whose  interests  and  asso- 
ciations are  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
gentle  art. 

"  In  accepting  this  dedication  the  club  have  to 
express  their  thanks  to  '  G.  F.  G.'  for  the  resuscita- 
tion of  this  useful  poem  from  the  limbo  of  obscurity 
into  which  it  had  sunk — being  known  to  few  and 
almost  out  of  print— but  which  with  the  many 
alterations  and  additions  to  the  original  is  now  a 
most  valuable  and  comprehensive  guide  to  all  trout 
fishers  in  Ireland. 

"  It  is  therefore  with  pleasure  and  confidence 
this  little  work  is  highly  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  Irish  anglers  by  the  Blessington  I'ishing 
Club." 

Here  is  an  extract  from  it : — 

"From  April  14  to  May  14. 
"  'Tis  an  old  saying,  and  'tis  truth  they  say. 
That  April  showers  bring  forth  the  flowers  of 
May; 

And  every  flower  that  blows  gives  fragrant  birth 
To  many  creatures  scarce  perceiv'd  on  earth  ; 
Each  shrub  and  plant  possesses  in  its  kind. 
The  various  flies  that  sport  upon  the  wind. 
No  sooner  does  the  cowslip  burst  its  bell, 
Than  the  Cream  Camel  leaves  its  golden  cell ; 
The  clover  which  the  cow  delights  to  taste. 
When  passed  again,  brings  forth  a  tribe  in  haste, 
The  Lady  Cow  is  seen  to  flaunt  about. 
As  any  lady  at  a  ball  or  rout ; 
But  very  soon  her  robe  of  green  she'll  shed, 
And  don  a  dusky  orange  suit  instead. 
Hares  Ear  and  Yellow  is  her  final  cast, 
Colours  that  never  yet  have  been  surpassed  ; 
The  Gosling  Fox  too,  seems  its  nearest  kin, 
But  hark  1  the  cuckoo's  note — sweet  May  comes 
in — 

The  yellow  meads  with  cowslips  studded  o'er. 
Send  forth  their  natives  to  the  pebbled  shore. 
The  yellow  May  Fly  wings  o'er  brook  and  lake, 
The  harbinger  of  the  stone-prison'd  Drake, 
The  Black  Bank  Spider  and  the  Sooty  Black, 
The  Golden  Olives  show  a  wat'ry  track, 
With  Golden  Sooty  and  the  Mealy  Grey, 
Are  all  good  flies  throughout  the  month  of 
May."   


LOUGH  DERG.* 


{Continued  from  page  237.) 
This  ,  curiosity,  however  laudable,  was  not 
destined  to  be  gratified,  because  though  strangers 
are  very  readily  admitted,  yet  every  exercise  is 
immediately  put  a  stop  to  the  moment  they 
approach  the  island. 

There  was,  however,  no  sort  of  difl&culty  made 
in  showing  everything  that  was  to  be  seen,  but 
really  that  everything  amounted  to  very  little 
indeed.  Two  or  three  lodging-houses  for  the  priests 
on  duty,  the  servants,  and  the  boatmen,  without 
the  smallest  pretensions  to  architecture,  three 
churches  of  the  roughest  and  rudest  possible  con- 
struction, a  bare  room  which  was  called  the  prison 
— and  which,  indeed,  did  look  something  like  an 
overgrown  black-hole— the  coppers  in  which  the 
water  is  boiled,  which,  under  the  name  of  wine, 
forms  the  principal  support  of  the  penitents  while 
performing  their  penance,  two  or  three  nondescript 
sheds,  a  few  stations  for  prayer,  and  a  rough  stony 
path  constructed  for  a  bare-kneed  procession — and 
these  were  all  the  lions  of  the  place. 

"But  come,  the  people  are  pretty  nearly  ready 
with  the  boat  now.  We  had  better  make  haste, 
for  the  breeze  is  fast  failing  us  already,  and  you 
know  what  lake-fishing  in  a  calm  is." 

"  Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  I  have  no  great  opinion  of  this  day  or  this  water, 
or  I  should  not  have  wasted  so  much  time  from  the 
grand  business  of  life  in  looking  at  those  wretched 
people  and  talking  Church.  I  have  a  great  idea 
we  shall  carry  home  empty  baskets,  after  all." 

"  If  your  honom-s  would  stop  till  the  night  I'd 
engage  you  would  not  carry  home  empty  baskets," 
said  one  of  the  boatmen. 

"  Aye,  Aye,  Pat  ?    How  so  ?  " 
"Ah,  bedad !  your  honours  should  see  the  trout 
then  ;  for  one  that  rises  by  day  there  will  be  twenty 
rise  at  night." 

"  I  have  heard  something  of  this,"  said  the 
Captain,  "  and  I  vote  we  stay.  We  can  go  pokin" 
about  these  island,  and  make  a  very  pleasant,  idle, 

♦  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Pishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed,  F.G, 
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sauntering  day  on  the  lake,  and  after  sunset  try 
the  night  tishing  till  late :  for  I  am  sure  the  less 
we  see  of  that  inn  at  Pettigoe  the  better." 

"  But  what  shall  we  do  for  grub  ?  "  said  the 
Parson.  "We  reckoned  upon  getting  back  to 
dinner,  and  we  are  not  very  likely  to  meet  with  a 
public-house  on  these  wild  heaths.  I  am  afraid  we 
shall  make  a  day's  fast  of  it." 

"  I  do  not  know  that,"  said  the  Captain  ;  "  that 
IS  my  strong  point.  You  go  and  hurry  up  those 
fellows  in  the  boat,  while  1  see  what  can  be  done 
m  the  commissariat  department.  I  suspect  we 
shall  make  out  better  than  you  imagine." 
_  The  Captain  was  not  far  wrong  in  his  calcula- 
tions, for  in  ten  minutes'  time  he  returned  with 
his  hat  full  of  eggs,  a  heap  of  oat-cake  on  the  top 
of  them— the  whole  supporting  a  large  lump  of 
excellent  butter. 

"I  told  you  so,"  said  he,  laughing;  "money 
can  do  anything  anywhere,  but  especially  here  in 
Purgatory :  it  is  one  of  thebr  articles  of  belief." 

"  Where  on  earth  did  you  pick  up  these  things " 
said  the  Parson. 

"  I  have  been  quartered  in  Ireland  before  now  " 
said  the  Captain  ;  "  and  I  know  the  manners  and 
customs  of  one  class  of  the  people  better  than  you 
do.  I  have  merely  saved  some  half-dozen  penitents 
the  sm  of  breaking  their  fast  on  the  sly  by  furnishing 
them  %vith  means  for  a  fortnight's  drunkenness  at 
Pettigoe  as  soon  as  they  are  absolved  and  dismissed. 
Besides  look  here !  Johnny,  my  man,  take  these 
eggs  and  things  from  me,  and  stow  them  away  some- 
where or  other.  Look  here  I  see  what  I  have 
elicited  from  under  the  petticoats  of  a  pious  and 
highly  respectable  female :  it  is  a  dead  secret  though 
and  you  shall  see  only  the  neck  of  the  bottle  till 
we  are  fairly  afloat.  Now,  then,  be  smart  with 
you,  all  hands,  and  shove  ofif  with  the  boat,  for  I 
am  not  quite  easy  in  my  mind  with  all  these 
contraband  articles  about  me." 

The  heavy,  clumsy-looking  cot  turned  out  to  be 
a  far  more  comfortable  boat  than  it  looked,  and  the 
fishermen  taking  their  seats,  one  at  each  end, 
devoted  themselves  to  what  the  Captain  called 

the  busmess  of  life." 

Lough  Derg  has  certainly  been  well  chosen  as  a 
spot  of  religious  penitence  and  seclusion,  for  the 
character  of  its  scenery  harmonises  well  with  such 
a  feelmg;  it  is  that  of  wild  and  gloomy  loneliness. 
Ihere  are  no  trees  to  be  seen,  and  very  little  culti- 
vation of  any  kind.  It  is  surrounded  by  heavy, 
round-headed  mountains,  or,  rather,  gigantic  hills 
covered  with  heather,  which,  with  its  red  stalks 
and  purple  blossoms,  casts  a  dull,  dusky,  red 
reflecuion  on  the  water,  and  gives  to  the  lake  its 
name.  There  are  a  few  islands  besides  the  Pur- 
gatory, and  these  are  not  without  their  beauty; 
but  they  are  still  of  the  same  wild,  savage  character 
as  the  coasts— rocky,  heath-covered,  and  abounding 
m  myrica  and  arbutus. 

.u-^Vl"  neighbourhood  of  these  islands  that 
the  fish  are  caught,  and  round  them  the  boat  made 
Its  slow  circuit  as  the  fishermen,  keeping  accurate 
time,  cast,  with  lines  not  above  twice  the  length  of 
their  rods,  the  one  to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the 
left  of  its  course. 

Lake-fishing  with  two  in  a  boat  is,  perhaps,  next 
to  cross-lme  fishing,  as  severe  a  trial  of  temper  as 
any  the  gentle  art  affords.  The  theory  of  it  is 
easy  enough-the  two  lines  must  not  be  in  the  air 
at  the  same  moment ;  but  in  practice  it  is  extremely 
difficult.  A  bad  cast  is  made,  and  the  natural 
desire  is  to  cast  again  in  order  to  improve  it  ■  a  fish 
rises  short  and  the  fisherman,  having  struck  almost 
involuntarily,  circles  his  line  for  another  cast. 
Ihese  and  twenty  similar  accidents  are  perpetually 
occurrmg  to  tempt  the  fisherman  to  break  his 
time,  and  the  result  of  the  two  lines  flying  together 
m  the  air  is  that  they  inevitably  cross  each  other's 
course  and  thus  roll  up  the  flies  into  a  tangle  which 
takes  from  five  to  ten  minutes  to  unravel  If  a 
man  stands  this,  with  the  trout  rising  pretty  thick 
about  him,  the  boat  the  while  drifting  him  out  of 
their  reach,  and  indulges  in  no  unseemly  expressions, 
he  may  very  safely  be  pronounced  duly  qualified 
to  stand  any  trial  that  life  can  afi'ord.  A  fisherman 
should  be  very  careful  in  the  choice  of  his  boat- 
companion. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY-CASTING 
CLUB. 

Medal  contests,  series  1902,  Saturday,  contest 
No.  3,  held  at  Stow  Lake,  March  15.  Wind, 
north-west ;  weather,  fair  : — 

Event 

Event     Event  Event  No.  3,         No.  4, 

No.  1,     No.  2.       r~  ^  ^  Lure 

Distance,  Accuracy,  Acc.    Del.     Net  Casting 
Feet.        "/o        •/»         %        "/o  yo 

G.  G.  Young   93       90.8    70      80.4  ... 

T.  Brotherton  91  94.8  92.8  83.4  88  92.1 
W.E.Brooks      ...       93.4     89      70      79  6  ... 

E.  A.  Mocker  93  79.4  82.8  80  81.4  57.3 
S.  A.  Heller   88       86.4    76.8    81.6  76.2 

H.  Battu   79       91.8     86.8    74.2    80.5  76.2 

H.  E.  Skinner    ...       89.4     87.4    80      83.8  ... 

G.  C.  Edwards  94  83.4  89.8  75  82.4  78.7 
T.  C.  KierulfE     72       69.4     78.4    66.8    72.6     .  . 

H.  P.  Muller      90       92       90.4    80.10  85.7  ... 
W.Mansfield      ...       95.4     91.8    80.10  86.3  84.2 

F.  H.  Reed  ...    96      93.8     94      86.8   90.4  ... 

J.  Lawrence    71.4   68.4   69.10  ... 

P.  J.  Tormey    74.4    67.6    65.11  ... 

Judges,  Muller  and  Brotherton ;  referee,  Brooks ; 
clerk,  Wilson. 

Sunday,  contest  No.  3,  held  at  Stow  Lake, 
March  16.    Wind,  north  ;  weather,  fair. 

Event 

Event  Event         Event  No.  3,         No.  4, 

No.  1,       No.  2,       ^  *  s  Lure 

Distance,  Accuracy,  Acc.    Del.     Net  Casting 

Feet.  "A         -/o         »/„         »/o  "A 

Reed                  85  92       93.8    85.10  89.9  72.8 

Haight               70  86.8     91.8    77.6    84  7  ... 

Muller                 92  91.4     86.4    92.6  89.5 

J.  B.  Kennifi..  119  90.4     92.4    93.4  92.10 

Mocker               97  85.8     92      86.8    89.4  68.8 

Blade                 70  76  8     88.4    76.8    82.6  ... 

Grant                  96  79.8     92.8    83.4    88  73.2 

Huyck                 87  91.8     86.8    81.8    84.2  ... 

Battu                  80  87.8     91      81.8    86.4  74.5 

Dinkelspiel  ...    80  92.4     78      69.2    73.7  ... 

Everett             110  91.4     88.8    86.8    87.8  ... 

Daverkosen  ...    83  93       94.8    81.8    88.2  ... 

Mansfield   94.8     93      81.8    87.4  93.4 

Young    92.4     92.8    85      88.10  ... 

T.  C.  Kierulg      72  82  8     89.4    81.8    85.6  . 

Brooks                97  98.4     89.8    82.6    86.1     .  . 

Brotherton  ...  103  93.8     95      85      90  88.2 

Golcher             109  87.4     93.4    84.2    88.9  ... 

Charles               71  87.8     83.8    74.2  78.11 

W.  J.  Kierulff    78  91.4     81.4    76  8    79  ... 

Lawrence   91.8    78.4  85 

Heller                 76  90.8     86.8    86.8    86.8  64.9 

B.  Isenbruok  70   

Judges,  Grant  and  Muller;  referee,  Brooks; 
clerk,  Wilson. — Forest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  week  has 
been  unfavourable,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
for  trout  fishing,  owing  to  the  frost  in  the  early 
morning  and  cold  wind  from  the  north  during  the 
day.  Yet  Thames  trout,  and  good  ones  too,  have  been 
caught  in  the  midst  of  a  snowstorm.  One  would 
naturally  not  select  such  a  day  for  Thames  trouting, 
neither  would  April  6  have  been  considered  a  favour- 
able day.  But  Mr.  F.  Sands,  of  the  Kingston  Pisca- 
torials,  fishing  from  Molesey  Weir,  caught  a  beautifully 
marked  trout  of  61b.  6oz.  I  never  saw  a  Thames  trout 
so  much  covered  with  spots  as  this  one.  Mr.  G. 
Sinibaldi,  also  of  the  K.P.S.,  fishing  at  Teddington 
Weir,  caught  a  61b.  12oz.  trout.  I  hear  that  both  of 
these  fish  were  hooked  shortly  after  the  anglers  had 
commenced  fishing.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  at  Henley,  has 
secured  what  will  probably  be  the  trout  of  the  year — 
a  fish  of  lOJlb.  It  was  caught  when  spinning.  The 
river  is  in  splendid  order,  but  owing  to  the  unfavour- 
able weather  fish  in  the  open  reaches  have  not  shown 
up  well.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
had  a  trout  of  2^1b.,  which  was  returned  to  the  river. 
— P.  H.  Amphlett. 

Avon  (Ring-wood).— Mr.  G.  L.  Polden,  while 
fishing  in  the  Bisteme  water  during  the  past  week, 
landed  two  salmon  weighing  201b.  and  241b. 
respectively. — Piscatobial. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — Good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  the 
Dove  on  favourable  days,  Mr.  Knowles,  of  Abingdon, 
on  April  3,  getting  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  on  Monday, 
April  7,  three  and  a  half  brace;  Tuesday,  April  8, 
two  and  a  half  brace ;  Wednesday,  April  9,  one 
brace— most  of  them  with  the  Iron-blue  Dun.  The 
rivers  are  now  in  good  condition. — Wm.  Evans. 


Eden  (Carlisle).— There  is  a  Carlisle  tradition 
that  sport  is  seldom  good  in  the  Easter  holidays,  and 
it  has  been  borne  out  this  year.  One  or  two  good 
baskets  of  trout  were  got,  notably  one  of  thirty-four 
nice  fish  at  Lagonby,  and  an  odd  salmon  was  taken 
here  and  there;  but,  considering  the  fleet  o£  rods 
that  were  out,  sport  was  decidedly  poor.  Mr.  Scott 
had  the  fish  of  the  season  on  April  2  in  the  Wetheral 
water,  25 Jib.,  a  splendid  thick-set,  new  run  fish.  Mr. 
George  Bell  had  one,  181b.,  in  the  Corps  stream 
below  Carlisle ;  and  Mr.  Tweddle  two,  8^1b.  and  101b., 
in  the  Carr  Head  stream.  With  the  present  more 
genial  weather  flies  are  hatching  out  well,  including 
the  March  Brown,  and  very  good  baskets  are  being 
made.  One  of  our  best  Carlisle  anglers  had  161b. 
on  April  8.  Trout  appear  to  be  numerous  all  over  the 
district. — Silveb  Gbey. 

Esk  (Whithy).— Though  somewhat  more  favour- 
able as  regards  the  atmospheric  conditions,  only 
moderate  sport  has  been  experienced  during  the  past 
few  days  by  the  anglers  who  have  plied  the  rod.  The 
water,  however,  runs  in  moderate  trim,  and  would  be 
improved  by  a  good  spate.  Sea  angling  continues  to 
provide  moderate  sport. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle. — The  Exe  and  Barle  water  has 
been  in  good  fishing  order  of  late,  and  for  a  short  period 
during  most  days  trout  have  come  well  to  the  fly,  so 
that  some  good  bags  have  been  made — twenty-three 
and  seventeen  by  two  rods  on  Monday,  mostly  with 
Hare's  Flecks  and  Blue  Upright.  Last  week  the  fish- 
feeder  at  Mr.  Tracey's  Exe  Valley  Fishery  tripped 
when  carrying  a  bucket  containing  5000  well-fed  fry, 
and  the  whole  lot  went  into  a  small  stream  and  so 
into  the  Exe. — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  I  hear  that  some 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  Exe  at  Cowley  Bridge, 
Stoke  Canon,  Brampford  Spake,  and  upper  Exe, 
Colonel  Wyatt-Edgell,  Captain  Cook,  Messrs.  Williams, 
Crawson,  and  others  have  been  successful.  Trout 
fishing  has  also  been  fair  in  the  same  districts, 
the  most  successful  flies  used  being  the  March 
Brown,  Blue  Upright,  and  Half  Stone.  The  river 
has  gone  down  to  its  normal  condition  again  and 
is  in  good  order  ;  if  the  cold  winds  would  only  leave 
us  the  prospects  would  be  very  favourable  generally. — • 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.) — 

Very  little  is  to  be  said  of  angling  in  this  district  this 
week.  The  weather  is  very  cold,  and  very  few  flies 
are  about,  consequently  if  anglers  wish  sport  they 
should  resort  to  bottom  fishing.  Of  course,  when  the 
sun  shines  such  as  the  February  Red  and  the  Cowdung 
flies  may  be  seen,  but  they  are  very  few.  Anglers 
should  be  content  to  wait  for  more  genial  weather. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — A  few  enthusiasts 
have  been  trying  their  hands  at  fishing  for  trout  in  the 
deep  water,  but  they  have  met  with  very  little 
success.  The  weather  is  tor  winter-like  for  the 
smaller  trout  waters  to  be  visited.  Reports  of  a  few 
captures  come  from  the  Southwell  district,  but  it  is 
only  by  persistent  bottom  fishing  that  they  have  been 
secured.  Practically  no  flies  are  to  be  seen.  Anglers 
must  be  content  till  warmer  weather. — L. 

Lake  Vyrn-wry  (North  Wales). — There  has  been 
a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  weather  during 
the  last  week,  and  the  fishing  has  been  decidedly 
good.  The  Black  Gnat  is  hatching  in  considerable 
numbers,  but  has  not  yet  reached  its  full.  To  the 
flies  I  gave  last  week  ought  to  be  added  the  Hawthorn, 
and  small  flies  as  used  for  the  last  two  years  are  of 
no  use.  Hooks  No.  12  to  No.  15  are  about  the 
right  size.  Mr.  Malpass  killed  seventeen  (91b.  14oz.) 
on  March  31,  and  again  fourteen  (91b.  loz  )  on  April  1. 
Messrs.  Paine  and  Jackson  had  eight  (51b.  loz.) ; 
Mr.  Erskine,  six ;  Mr.  Milles,  three ;  and  several  others 
two  each.  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  twenty-six, 
(141b.  8oz.) ;  Messrs.  Paine  and  Jackson,  twenty-four 
(131b.  8oz.) ;  Mr.  Milles,  eleven  (71b.  loz.) ;  Mr.  Cart- 
wright,  six  (41b.  2oz.).  On  the  3rd,  there  were  cold 
showers  with  hail  and  wind,  and  all  baskets  were 
small,  the  best  being  five  fish  (31b.  loz.).  On  the  4th, 
Mr.  Malpass  had  twenty-seven  (171b.  4oz.)  and  Mr. 
Stratton,  five  (31b.  loz.).  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Malpass 
and  Mr.  Stratton  had  fifteen  fish  each,  and  the  Messrs. 
Cartwright,  eleven  fish.  On  the  7th  Mr.  Malpass  had 
twenty-two ;  Mr.  Stratton,  eight ;  Mr.  Chesshire  and 
Mr.  Cartwright,  seven  each.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Malpass 
had  seventeen  ;  Mr.  Stratton,  fourteen ;  Mr.  Chesshire, 
eleven ;  and  several  of  nine  and  under. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. —  Since  the  roach-fishing  season  closed  in  the 
public  waters  very  cold  weather  has  prevailed,  and  in 
consequence  anglers  who  have  been  watching  for 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  have  in  most  instances 
been  disappointed.  Angling  for  trout  begins  on  May  1, 
so  there  is  an  abundance  of  time  for  the  weather  to 
change  for  the  better.  There  are  some  nice  trout  at 
Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  St.  Margarets,  Ware  and 
Hertford,  especially  in  the  latter  district.  The  perch 
are  beginning  to  spawn.  A  notable  catch  in  the  last 
week  of  the  coarse-fishing  season  was  a  carp  of 
51b.  2oz.,  landed  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  the  Wenlock 
Angling  Society. — Izaak  Walton. 
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Lvigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  are  in  good  condition  for  fishing,  being 
a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for 
the  fly.  The  weather  has  improved,  but  is  still 
uncertain,  and  has  been  very  cold  with  frost  and  east 
winds  at  night,  followed  by  cloudy  days.  The  trout 
are  now  beginning  to  move  better  and  are  improved  in 
condition,  and  rise  freely  at  the  fly.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  Brown  Spinner,  and 
Red  Palmer  with  success,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout 
have  been  taken.  The  IPinsley  is  in  good  order  and 
sport  has  been  had  in  it  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lnggf,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kin^sland).— 
Rivers  are  clear  and  flowing  at  a  good  level,  in  capital 
condition  for  fishing;  but  owing  to  continued  frosts 
at  night  sport  is  not  such  as  could  be  desired,  although 
the  March  Brown  is  showing  up  particularly  strong 
for  a  short  time  each  day,  and  the  trout  are  feeding 
on  them  greedily.  The  rise  is  only  for  a  very  limited 
time.  Trout  are  still  backward,  yet  have  improved 
vastly  the  last  fortnight.  As  soon  as  we  get  warmer 
nights  there  is  every  prospect  of  grand  sport  as  the 
fish  seem  more  eager  and  rise  more  freely  than  has 
been  observed  for  some  seasons  past,  whilst  all 
accounts  agree  that  the  rivers  are  well  stocked  with 
fish.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Fishing  has  been 
very  poor  upon  the  whole  during  the  past  week,  and 
it  certainly  looks  as  though  this  present  spring  angling 
was  going  to  be  a  failure.  A  cold  wind  daily  from  the 
east  is  of  course  unfavourable,  but  even  allowing  this 
the  rise  of  trout  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  There  is 
usually  a  small  rise  about  midday,  but  of  comparatively 
small  fish,  although  a  few  good  ones  have  been  taken. 
One  was  killed  at  Ottery  St.  Mary  recently  scaling 
l^lb.    The  river  is  low  and  clear. — Heron 

Plymouth.  —  The  rivers  Tavy,  Walkham,  Cad, 
Meavy,  and  Dart  are  all  in  good  condition.  This 
latter  river  has  been  yielding  good  sport  during  the 
week,  and  I  have  also  heard  of  some  good  baskets 
on  the  other  rivers,  notably  one  of  seven  dozen  on  the 
Tavy. — Vi''iLLiAM  Heabdee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — On  Saturday  last  rain  fell  in  torrents 
throughout  the  whole  day,  and  all  these  streams  rose 
somewhat  above  their  average  level,  but  since  that 
time  the  weather  has  been  very  fine  and  dry,  with 
bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  so  that  at 
present  the  rivers  are  at  their  normal  height 
and  in  capital  condition.  Sport  has,  however, 
been  most  indifferent,  and  in  the  Tanat,  where 
no  lures  excepting  the  fly  are  allowed,  very  few  trout 
have  yet  been  landed,  and  all  anglers  agree  that,  so 
far,  the  season  has  been  most  unpropitious,  and  this  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  cold  winds,  so  that  scarcely  any 
flies  are  seen  on  the  water. — VYRNwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — White 
frosts  have  been  prevalent  during  the  past  week.  Rain 
has  held  off,  and  both  streams  and  rivers  are  on  the 
bright  side.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  from  the 
tributaries  of  the  Ouse  in  the  Fletching  district, 
but  nothing  over  lib.  3oz.  I  have  no  news  from 
other  portions,  so  infer  that  nothing  worth  re- 
cording has  been  done.  A  stroll  by  the  bank  of 
a  western  stream  on  Tuesday  gave  me  the  venue 
of  some  good  fish,  a  few  I  should  compute  at 
31b.,  which  in  May  I  hope  to  be  closer  acquainted  with. 
Smelt  in  Chichester  Harbour  are  numerous  and  of 
exceptional  size.  A  take  of  some  few  dozen  was  made 
a  few  days  since— a  few  fish  of  6  inches.  The  drain- 
age efflux  appears  to  attract  both  smelt  and  bass,  and 
with  warmer  weather  good  sport  should  be  had. — 
George  F,  Salter. 


TalF  (Zilandowror,  Carmarthenshire). — Nice 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  caught,  and  the  net  fisher- 
men are  taking  some  fine  salmon  in  the  tidal  waters. 
— H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Salmon  fishing  commenced  on 
April  1st,  and  some  good  fish  were  taken,  some  with 
fly  but  more  with  minnow.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
good  during  the  week.  Waters  are  in  first-rate  order, 
and  many  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken,  better 
than  years  before  in  April ;  and  no  doubt  the  fishing 
without  rain  will  continue  through  April  and  up  to 
May. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — The  river  is  run- 
ning rather  low.  Days  very  bright,  nevertheless  good 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken  each  day  during  the  past 
week  (from  about  71b.  to  101b.  each).  One  good  salmon 
landed  and  several  showing  up.  A  nice  stretch  of  the 
river,  including  several  good  pools,  is  allowed  to 
visitors  staying  at  the  Lion  Royal  Hotel. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
nmning  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out,  but  has  varied  at  times,  and  a  bright  sun- 
shiny morning  has  been  followed  by  a  dull  heavy 
afternoon  with  the  wind  changed  to  the  east.  The 
fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly ;  there  have  been  a 
good  few  anglers  out  of  late,  and  the  fish  taken 
are  getting  in  better  condition.  There  has  been 
a  large  number  of  flies  out,  especially  the  March 
Brown,  which  has  accounted  for  the  best  fish.  The 
flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Red 
Palmer,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  Olive  Dun,  and  Brown 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Bottom  fishing  has  been  success- 
ful with  the  worm,  and  trout  ^Ib.  and  lib.  each  have 
been  landed.  On  Monday  (April  7)  a  nice  dish  of 
trout  were  taken  in  the  water  under  Whitcliffe  with 
the  fly.  In  the  Ludford  water  sport  has  been  good. 
Fishing  on  Tuesday,  a  good  basket  of  trout  was 
landed  with  the  fly.  The  Hawkestone  Otter  Hounds 
were  out  on  the  Corve  on  Tuesday,  and  after  good 
sport  they  killed  at  Sparchford.  The  prospects  for 
sport  next  week  are  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  in  good  order,  and 
sport  has  been  good  on  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 

clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  with  cold  nights, 
but  good  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  larger  number 
of  rods  have  been  on  the  river  of  late.  The 
fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  are  now 
rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  chief  flies  used  are  the 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dan,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer, 
Olive  Dun,  Grey  Spinner,  and  Iron  Blue,  and  several 
very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken,  and  if  the 
weather  holds  fine  there  will  be  good  sport  had  next 
week,  as  the  fish  are  getting  in  better  condition.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  clear. — Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
A  few  anglers  from  a  distance — friends  of  fishery  pro- 
prietors— tried  their  hands  on  the  streams  in  the  Wold 
district  during  the  holidays,  but  their  success  appears  to 
have  been  very  poor.  Most  of  the  captures  we  heard  of 
were  obtained  by  swimming  the  maggot  over  deep  holes. 
Artificial  flies  were  almost  useless.  If  an  angler  obtained 
a  brace  or  so  for  his  day's  work  he  considered  himself 
lucky.  Eels  are  being  found  in  some  of  the  streams. 
Very  little  is  reported  from  the  tributaries  and  Upper 
Witham  towards  Grantham.  Anglers  declare  little 
will  be  done  while  the  cold  weather  lasts.  Several 
brooks  leading  to  the  Trent  below  Newark  are  reported 
to  be  pretty  well  stocked  with  trout. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  too  high  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  weather 
continues  very  cold  ;  as  trout  fishing  requires  warmer 
weather,  the  only  mode  of  taking  a  few  trout  is  with 
the  minnow  or  worm.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  these  have  only  succeeded  in  obtaining  two 
or  three  trout  with  the  above  lure.  The  prospect  is 
not  very  cheering,  as  the  wind  is  north-east  with  frosty 
nights  and  very  cold  in  the  daytime.  Killing  flies 
when  the  weather  and  water  are  favourable.  Blue  Dun, 
Olive  Dun,  March  Brown,  Sand  Fly,  Grannum,  and 
Iron  Blue. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Torks). — Sport  continues  moderate  in  all  our 
trout  streams  owing  to  the  cold,  frosty  nights,  east 
winds,  and,  in  some  instances,  low  water.  The  Yore 
is  in  very  fair  trim,  but  the  fish  do  not  rise  to  the  fly 
as  they  ought  to  do,  and  the  natural  minnow,  fished 
on  Aril  tackle  or  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  con- 
tinues the  favourite  bait  as  a  rule.    J.  Blades  tells 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  beat  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4J.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Mtllkr 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station- 
«treet,  Leeds.  Telegrams  :"  Piscator  Leeds.' 


mo  the  trout  have  risen  a  bit  better  in  the  Hawes 
Association  length,  and  on  Tuesday  he  managed 
to  get  three  brace  of  nice  fish  with  the  Winter 
Brown  and  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  On  Wednesday  I 
had  a  similar  dish  with  the  same  flies  and  with  the 
March  Brown,  but  there  are  very  few  natural  flies  on 
anywhere.  Mr.  Hy.  Caley,  Dr.  Murphey,  and  Mr. 
Sohilinze  have  had  fair  sport  recently.  Matters  keep 
very  quiet  up  the  Swale ;  sport  in  tho  tributary 
streams.  I  hear  the  Rev.  F.  AUsopp  has  caught 
a  few  good  trout  in  Bedale  Beck,  but  the  members 
of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have  only  made  moderate 
baskets.  Very  few  anglers  have  fished  the  Wharfe, 
and  the  trout  are  bad  to  catch  at  present.  Tho  best 
flies  have  been  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown,  Carter 
Piatt's  Copper,  and  Snipe  Bloa,  but  the  best  baskets  of 
the  week  have  been  made  with  the  natural  minnow. 
A  decent  dish  or  two  have  been  caught  at  Pool 
and  Harewood  by  spinning  the  minnow  and  with 
the  worm.  The  pike  fishermen  continue  to  rid  the 
trout  streams  of  these  undesirable  pests  and  several 
have  been  caught  during  the  week,  the  largest  weigh- 
ing 121b.  The  Nidd,  Rye,  and  Derwent  are  all  run- 
ning low  and  clear,  but  some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
several  rodsters  basketing  from  two  to  five  brace  of 
trout  each  in  a  couple  of  hours'  fishing  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.  The  Darlington  Angling  Club  turned 
about  1500  yearling  trout,  the  gift  of  the  Tees  Fishery 
Board,  into  the  Tees  between  Croft  and  Blackwell 
Bridge  on  Saturday  last.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— In  the  upper  and 
middle  reaches  of  the  Esk  angling  is  almost  at  a 
standstill,  but  in  the  Double  Water  a  few  fish 
have  been  taken.  Fishing  in  the  Long  Pool  below 
the  Cross  Keys  Mr.  S.  M'Kune,  jun.,  caught  a 
small  new  run  salmon  weighing  41b.,  and  on  the 
same  day  Mr.  M'Kune  captured  a  salmon  of  181b.  on 
the  Scotch  side  of  the  Willow  Pool.  The  same  angler 
caught  fifteen  salmon,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  kelts, 
and  were  returned  to  the  water.  Owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  spring  salmon  prices  have  ruled  high. — Gilnockie. 

Cree  and  Miunick. — Fish  have  been  slow  of 
coming  in  the  Solway  this  season.  Last  year  the  first 
fish  was  taken  in  the  Cree  on  March  7 ;  this  year  it 
was  March  27  before  the  first  fell  to  Mr.  Finninghame's 
rod,  8Jlb.,  on  No.  2  beat ;  a  spate  came  that  night.  On 
March  31,  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart  had  one  of  7Ib.  on  No.  4, 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  two  of  9^1b.  and  91b.  on  No.  6,  and 
Mr.  Lawson  one  of  91b.  on  No.  3.  On  April  1  Sir  John 
Gladstone  had  two  of  101b.  and  7|lb.  on  Nos.  1  and  8, 
and  Mr.  McHaffie  one  of  71b.  on  No.  4.  On  April  2 
Mr.  Shaw  Stewart  took  one  of  151b.  on  No.  6  ;  on  the 
same  beat  on  April  3  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  killed  two, 
13Jlb.  and  71b.,  and  one  of  81b.  on  No.  4  on  April  4. 
Mr.  Merry  also  had  one  of  91b.  on  No.  2  on  April  4. 
The  week  finished  with  a  low  water,  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart 
taking  one  salmon  of  lljlb.  on  April  5  on  No.  6. — 
Salmoniceps. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  in  good 
order  for  both  rod  and  net  fishing,  but  the  weather 
continues  somewhat  cold  for  angling.  Although  there 
is  a  fair  appearance  of  fish,  very  little  has  been  done 
of  late.  The  net  fishermen  are  meeting  with  rather 
better  results,  and  as  regards  the  number  of  salmon 
caught  by  them  for  the  season  to  date  it  is  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year.  On  the  coast  the 
yield  is  backward  compared  with  past  years,  but  with 
more  favourable  weather  the  fishing  will  improve.  At 
one  of  the  stations  a  fine  fish  of  24lb.  was  got.  This 
is  the  heaviest  salmon  captured  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fishing.  Both  salmon  and  trout  are 
increasing  in  weight,  the  former  averaging  91b.  and 
the  latter  IJlb.,  and  are  of  splendid  quality.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  two  boxes  left  for  the  market. 
Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson  and  party  have 
arrived  at  Eden  House  from  London,  where  there  is  a 
fine  stretch  of  fishing.  Mr.  Riviere  has  taken  ^lount- 
blairy  House  for  three  months.  Captain  Des  Voeux 
has  the  spring  fishing  at  Mountblairy. — H.  W. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Since  the  first  capture  of 
the  season  was  effected  here  on  March  22,  the  weather 
has  been  too  stormy  and  wintry  in  character  to  tempt 
anglers  out  until  this  week,  when  the  weather  became 
more  genial.  On  Tuesday  (April  8)  there  was  a  mild 
atmosphere  which  tempted  two  anglers  out.  There 
was  an  absence  of  a  breeze  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  day,  and  with  a  large  burst  of  flies  out  the 
rise  of  fish  resembled  a  favourable  calm  day  in 
June.  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Green  Hotel,  Kinross, 
secured  a  brace  of  the  finest  trout  we  have  seen 
captured  with  fly  so  early  in  the  season.  They  weighed 
51b.,  his  heaviest  being  one  of  31b.,  caught  on  a  March 
Brown,  the  other  falling  a  victim  to  a  Black  and  Blae. 
Mr.  L.  Gray,  Bridgend  Hotel,  Kinross,  captured 
three  trout  of  31b.,  two  being  got  with  minnow 
and  one  with  the  Yellow  and  Woodcock  Fly.  The 
dead  calm  which  prevailed  in  the  forenoon,  with 
a  cold  dry  wind  from  the  south-east  was  against  sport. 
With  fish  inclined  to  rise,  all  that  is  now  required  is 
a  genial  rainfall  for  good  sport  being  obtained.  With 
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anything  like  favourable  conditions  a  successful  season 
may  be  expected.  All  the  boats  have  been  numbered 
on  the  bows  this  year. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  the  above 
waters  Colonel  Moir  had  the  following  : — April  1,  on 
Loch  Ciste,  two  sea-trout,  6Jlbs,  heaviest  5|lb.  ;  2nd, 
on  Loch  Stromore,  four  brown  trout,  31b  ,  heaviest  lib.; 
3rd,  on  Loch  Skeltair,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  5th,  on  Loch 
Skeltair,  two  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  heaviest  fib. ;  8th,  on 
Loch  Skeltair,  four  salmon,  29|lb.,  heaviest  lOJlb. 
Weather  now  warm  after  severe  cold  snap  of  March 
and  all  last  week,  and  prospects  very  good. — D. 
Macfadyen. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore).  —  On  the  hotel  water, 
March  26,  Mr.  Knight  killed  one  salmon,  151b.  On 
March  27,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  one  salmon, 
201b.  On  March  28,  Mr.  Woodward  killed  one 
salmon,  18Jlb.  On  April  5,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed  one 
salmon,  151b.,  and  on  April  7,  one  of  201b. — W.  Knight. 

  (Killin).— On    April  2,  Master  H.  Berger 

landed  a  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  Brittain,  a  fine  trout, 
91b. ;  Mr.  Hart,  a  trout,  31b.  3rd.  Mr.  Rose,  one 
salmon,  141b.  5th.  Mr.  Rose  one  salmon,  281b.  ;  Miss 
Berger  one  salmon,  161b.  7th.  Miss  Berger  one 
salmon,  191b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The 
following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  from  Syre, 
Dalvina,  and  Skelpick  Lodges  since  last  reported : 
March  24,  Captain  Beauclerk,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one 
salmon  on  beat  No.  2.  On  March  25,  Mc.  Landale, 
Syre  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Simpson,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  two,  on  No.  2.  On  March  26,  Mr.  Simpson 
caught  two  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Christy,  Syre  Lodge, 
two,  on  No.  1.  On  March  27,  Mr.  Akroyd,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  landed  two  on  No.  1  ;  and  Mr.  Christy, 
two  on  No.  2.  On  March  28  Mr.  Simpson  grassed  two 
on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Akroyd  one— a  beauty  of  171b. — on 
No.  2 ;  total  for  the  five  days,  fourteen  salmon.  On 
March  29  was  blank  on  all  the  beats ;  the  weather 
had  been  unfavourable.  On  March  31  Mr.  Landale, 
Syre  Lodge,  got  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  6.  Owing  to 
severe  storm,  April  1  was  blank ;  but  on  April  2  Mr. 
Landale  caught  one  on  No.  2.  On  April  3  Mr  Bradley 
Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4.  On  April  4 
Mr.  Landale  had  one  on  No.  4  ;  and  on  April  5  Mr. 
Simpson  a  splendid  fish  of  821b.  Weather  now  im- 
proving.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  I^.B.).  —  Owing  to 
cold  and  boisterous  weather  very  little  sport  has  been 
got  since  last  report,  in  fact  one  whole  week  was 
entirely  blank.  On  March  31  an  Edinburgh  angler, 
fishing  from  the  hotel,  landed  two  salmon  weighing 
71b.  and  81b.  On  April  4,  Mr.  Fosberry  caught  a 
9-pounder.  On  April  5,  Captain  Tomkin  landed  a  fine 
fish  of  18Jlb.  The  weather  has  this  week  settled 
down,  but  the  rivers  are  rather  low. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. —  Some  fairly  good  sport  has 
been  reported  from  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Annan. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  W.  Thomson  caught  a  salmon  of 
about  101b.  in  the  lower  waters  on  a  fine  trout  cast. 
Another  one  of  81b.  was  taken  on  the  previous  evening 
in  the  same  part  of  the  river.  A  goodly  number  of 
unseasonable  salmon  (kelts)  are  in  the  pools,  and  they 
are  likely  to  remain  in  the  rivers  until  the  first  flood. 
Some  sea  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  nets  in  the  Firth. 
In  the  Nith  there  has  been  very  little  sport.  A  few 
small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
higher  waters.  Poor  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Galloway  streams,  and  little  is  doing  in  the  Ayrshire 
waters.  A  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  lochs, 
but  the  catches  have  been  of  little  account.  Salmon 
are  exceedingly  scarce  this  week,  in  fact  only  an  odd 
fish  or  two  have  been  caught  during  the  past  ten  days 
in  the  nets. — Hbathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather  of  last  week 
having  been  cold  and  somewhat  disagreeable  few 
anglers  were  to  be  seen  cn  the  river,  so  that  the 
number  of  fish  landed  was  immaterial.  On  Wednesday 
(April  2),  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Willets 
killed  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  next  day  two  of  71b.  and 
7Jlb.  On  the  Knockando  House  water,  on  Thursday 
(April  3),  Mr.  Hankey  grassed  one  of  7Jlb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Lightfoot  on  Friday  (April  4)  one  of  71b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  some- 
what milder  and  more  favourable  for  sport,  but  the 
river  is  now  getting  rather  low.  There  are  a  good 
many  clean  fish,  and  a  great  many  kelts  are  showing. 
Fishing  Stanley  water  during  the  past  week,  Mr. 
Alex.  Von  Heyder,  on  the  lower  beat  on  April  2,  killed 
two  salmon  of  181b.  and  251b  ,  and  one  salmon  of 
20|lb.  on  the  upper  beat  the  following  day ;  also  on 
April  4,  on  the  lower  beat,  three  salmon  of  201b.,  131b., 
and  111b.  Mr.  R.  H.  Mackworth  Praed,  fishing  lower 
Stanley  on  Monday,  landed  one  salmon  of  151b. 
Fishing  Benchill  water  on  April  5,  Mr.  Bradwell 
landed  one  salmon  of  181b.— A.  A, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (oo.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order  with  a 
fair  supply  of  fish,  but  rising  badly  owing  to  frost  at 
night.  Mr.  Wilson  landed  a  few  kelts  during  the 
week,  and  lost  one  spring  fish  and  hooked  some  more. 
Fishing  on  the  lakes  is  fair  for  trout,  some  nice  fish 
being  taken  on  fly. — John  Dbvers. 


Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Very  few  salmon  have 
been  killed  by  ,the  anglers  for  the  past  week.  Fish 
are  not  very  plentiful.  Mr.  J.  Pike,  D.  L.,  had  one  of 
91b.  on  the  Manch  water.  Trout  anglers  have  been 
doing  fairly  well,  the  March  Brown  being  now  on 
in  great  numbers.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Belfast  and  Diatriot. — The  weather  continues 
dry,  bright  and  chilly,  with  winds  prevailing  from  the 
north-east  and  east.  This,  with  nightly  frosts,  is  detri- 
mental to  trout  fishing.  A  few  takes  were  made  this 
week  on  the  Crossgar  by  Mr.  Edward  Hunter,  and 
other  local  anglers.  The  North-East  Ulster  Club  had 
a  trouting  competition  last  week  on  the  Glenavv. — 
J.  A.  B.  ^ 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— Sport  still  continues 
very  backward  on  this  river  ;  few  salmon  are  to  be 
seen  above  Fermoy.  On  Sir  Richard  Musgrave's  water 
at  Ballydufi  the  fisherman  had  a  good  fish  of  18Ib.  on 
April  8.  On  Careysville,  Lord  Warwick's  party  are 
only  averaging  about  one  fish  per  day.  Dr.  Powell 
and  Captain  Arkwright,  at  KillavuUen,  have  had  some 
sport.  The  river  is  in  excellent  order,  but  we  fear  the 
fish  are  not  numerous. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— There  has  been  no 
improvement  in  the  fishing  for  the  past  week.  We 
have  had  another  little  rise  of  water  about  10  inches, 
but  as  it  only  lasted  two  days  and  was  very  dirty  from 
road  washings  and  bog  drainage,  it  did  no  good.  lean 
only  hear  of  one  fish  being  taken  on  Slane  Castle 
water  by  Mr.  Metge,  weight  241b. ;  one  on  Lower 
Black  Castle  by  the  fisherman,  181b. ;  and  seven  on 
Upper  Black  Castle  by  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  party ; 
weights,  two  of  221b.  each,  one  181b.,  two  171b.  each, 
one  91b.  and  one  81b.,  and  one  on  Ardmulohan  by  Mr. 
Ley's  fisherman,  91b. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Cold  weather  with 
north-east  wind  prevailed  during  all  the  past  week  and 
frost  at  night,  consequently  sport  was  not  so  good  as 
in  the  previous  week.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two 
fresh-run  salmon  of  101b.  and  lOJlb.  on  7th  and  9th 
inst.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  splendid  fishing 
order. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Trouting 
was  fairly  good  on  the  Erne  again  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  Master  Crawfords,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
others  landed  some  trout  from  lib.  to  31b.,  in  perfect 
condition.  The  first  salmon  of  the  season  on  the 
Erne  was  got  in  the  Box  fishery  on  April  4,  a  beauty 
of  161b.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Killamey  Lakes.  —  Salmon  continue  to  give 
generally  respectable  sport,  though  the  weather  has 
not  been  quite  the  thing  during  the  past  week.  Brown 
trout  anglers  have  had  good  baskets.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — There  has  been  no  improvement 
in  sport  for  the  past  week,  although  the  water  is  in 
excellent  fishing  order.  The  following  have  been 
successful  : — Captain  Herrick,  on  Nettleville,  one, 
91b. ;  F.  Leader,  on  Nadrid,,  one,  51b. ;  F.  St.  Leger 
Carter,  at  Carrigadrohid,  one,  81b. ;  Daputy-Inspector- 
General  Fitzgerald,  R  N.,  on  Carhue,  one,  lljlb. ; 
F.  Dale,  on  Nadrid,  one,  81b. ;  Geo.  C.  Boosey,  on 
Pargus,  one,  71b.  ;  Lieut. -Commander  W.  Steward, 
R  N.,  on  Ardrum,  two,  71b.  and  61b. ;  and  Samuel 
Haynes,  on  same  water,  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien, 
on  Castleinch,  one,  lOlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Loug'h  Corrib. — Weather  much  improved  ;  spring 
fish  running  up  from  Gslway.  The  professional 
fishermen  during  the  last  week  killed  6421b.  of  trout, 
an  average  of  31b.  per  man  per  day. — S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
No  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report.  The 
weather,  however,  was  generally  wild  and  wet,  and 
fishing  was  out  of  the  question  on  some  days.  During 
the  favourable  spells  some  fair  baskets  of  brown  trout 
were  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask. — Daring  Easter  week,  Messrs. 
Florance,  Grew,  and  Grice — staying  at  <  Kilbride 
Lodge— caught  sixty-eight  trout,  the  heaviest  being 
21b.  lOoz.,  and  several  21b.  8oz,  There  were  a  good 
many  gillaroos  in  the  lot. — P.  Summerville.' 

Loug'h  Melvin. — The  cold  winds  have  retarded  the 
chances  of  sport  on  the  lake.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe 
landed  one  salmon  of  lOlb.  on  April  4 ;  Mr.  Curran 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  the  7th;  and  Mr.  G. 
Murrey  landed  a  fine  trout  (salmo  ferox)  of  61b.  on 
the  5th.  Some  fair  sized  brown  trout  and  salmo 
ferox  were  also  taken  by  the  anglers  at  the  Garrison 
end  of  the  lake ;  Dr.  B.  Creighton,  Mr.  P.  Grimes, 
Mr.  G.  Kelly,  and  others,  took  some  decent  baskets  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Moume  (Newtown stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— On 
April  1,  Mr.  Dobson  creeled  twenty-five  trout,  jib.  to 
|lb.  ;  2nd,  fifteen  trout.  Colonel  D.  L.  Delacherois 
had  eight,  and  two  other  anglers  eleven ;  3rd,  four 
rods  had  forty-seven  trout,  of  which  Colonel  Dela- 
cherois had  31b. ;  Mr.  Dobson  5Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Dobbs.  4Jlb. ;  4th,  Mr.  Carter  and  Colonel  Dela- 
cherois, twelve  trout ;  6th,  Mr.  Dobson,  thirty  trout; 
Mr.  Carter,  sixteen ;  Colonel  Delacherois,  ten,  all 
ranging  from  Jib.  to  Jib.  On  April  6,  Colonel  Dela- 
cherois and  Mr.  Dobson  twenty-five  trout;  7th, 
Colonel  Delacherois,  seven,  largest  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Dobson, 
six ;  Mr.  Thwaites,  nine,  up  to  lib. ;  Mr.  Carter,  six. 
—J.  A.  B. 


Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  fine  and  mild  here  for  the  past 
week,  and  the  river  and  loughs  are  now  getting  into 
good  angling  order.  Mr.  Percival  Little,  one  salmon, 
lOilb.,  and  several  trout,  largest  3 Jib.  Mr.  Wilson 
lost  good  salmon  and  landed  several  kelts  ;  prospects 
of  sport  good. — Pat  Hearnbs. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).- Sport 
not  much  to  boast  of  this  week,  but  what  can  we  do 
when  the  elements  and  high  water  are  still  dead 
against  us  ?  Only  three  springers  have  been  killed 
this  week.  The  largest,  a  24-pounder,  was  taken  by 
Colonel  Croker  ;  the  next,  a  15-pounder,  by  a  local 
professional ;  and  the  third,  half  an  hour  later,  by 
the  Brothers  Grimes,  a  bright  beauty  of  7Jlb.,  on  my 
water.  When  those  horrible  keen  north  winds  and 
floods  shall  have  passed  away  we  may  count  on  better 
things.  During  the  week  the  following  gentlemen 
arrived  at  Killaloe  to  join  Colonel  John  Peyton  in  his 
fishing :  Mr.  Eardly-Wilmot  Holt,  Ardstwood  House, 
and  Captain  A.  J.  Barnett,  Naval  and  Military  Club, 
London. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  weather  still 
continues  rainy,  but  the  showers,  though  frequent, 
are  light.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two 
salmon,  19Jlb.  and  24Jlb. ;  on  Prospect  Mr.  W.  Piers 
Jones  one  361b.,  and  Mr.  Guy  Francis  one  311b.  ;  on 
Hermitage  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  two  salmon,  26Jlb. 
and  27Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Guy  Francis  one  361b. ;  on  the 
Cistle  fishery  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  three  salmon, 
141b  ,  231b,,  31b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Brook  one  261b.  ;  on  the 
Worldsend  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  one  31Jlb.  —  John 
Enright  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (April  5).— As  was  anticipated,  the 
Stockalper  water  has  been  for  ten  days  or  so  as  thick 
a3  paint,  a  state  of  things  kept  up  by  several  days' 
heavy  rain,  and  the  sun-burst  which  has  followed  this 
will  add  to  the  floods  by  means  of  the  rapidly  melting 
snow.  iThe  Rhone  itself  is  too  full  and  foul  for  anything 
save  the  ubiquitous  filets  which  have  lately  been 
taking  large  hauls.  1  went  out  on  the  off-chance  of 
some  minnow  spinning — saw  one  flash  at  a  wagtail 
bait,  that  was  all ;  then  tried  worms  along  the  edge 
and  got  fixed  so  often  that  I  gave  it  up.  For  about 
half  a  mile  of  the  lower  Stockalper  the  gravel  bottom 
has  been  dredged  in  the  winter  ta  the  depth  of  a 
metre,  of  course  destroying  any  spawning  beds  and 
insect  hatcheries  at  that  part  for  this  season.— 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  northerly  winds  during 
the  past  week,  and  a  few  boat  anglers  have  been  off. 
Shrimping  along  the  shore  in  shoal  water  commenced 
on  April  8.  The  electric  sea  car  is  again  running 
between  Black  Rook  and  Rottingdean,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  Volk's  Electric  Railway  to  Black  Rock 
is  in  full  swing. — H. 

Powey  (Cornwall).— Very  little  doing  as  yet  by 
boat  anglers— only  a  few  small  pollack. — H. 

Plymouth.— The  pollack  seem  to  be  keeping  the 
fishermen  busy.  I  noticed  several  boats  on  Monday 
at  the  west  end  of  the  Breakwater,  and  they  were  all 
having  good  sport.  They  were  working  in  a  small 
circle-  Just  outside  the  lighthouse.  There  were  some 
also  at  Penlee  Point,  but  these  did  not  seem  to  bo 
doing  so  well.  The  whiting  boats  have  not  been  doing 
much  duringthe  week— they  have  either  had  toD  much 
wind  or  not  enough  to  get  out  to  their  grounds.  His 
Majesty  the  King  left  here  on  Tuesday  afternoon  cji 
route  for  the  Soilly  Isles.  I  hope  the  Lord  of  the  Isles 
(Dorrien  Smith)  will  give  him  a  chance  to  catch  some 
of  those  huge  pollack  that  the  isles  are  celebrated  for. 
There  has  not  been  much  doing  on  the  piers  and  jetties 
this  week.  Turbot  and  brill  are  in  their  best  condition 
this  month,  and  the  list  of  edible  fish  include  trout, 
peel,  salmon,  scad,  mackerel,  conger,  eel?,  smelt,  ray, 
pouting,  hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all  shellfish. — 
William  Hbarder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — ^The  fishing  here  contiuues  good. 
There  have  been  several  good  takes  of  bass  and  pollack 
in  the  bay  and  breakwater.  In  the  harbour  the  bass 
have  turned  up  well  and  of  good  size.  On  Monday 
evening  there  were  abouti  twenty  rods  going  on  the 
landing  stage,  and  a  large  number  of  fish  were  taken. 
Wind  E.  to  S.E.,  sea  tolerably  smooth,  sunshine.  I 
may  mention  as  the  result  of  the  Weymouth  para- 
graphs in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  relative  to  the  fishing  to 
be  obtained  here,  several  gentlemen  came  down  from 
London,  and  stayed  at  the  Hotel  Burdjn  and  proved 
it  for  themselves ;  they  were  so  satisfied  that  they 
stayed  over  their  allotted  timj  and  are  likely  to  return 
later  on. — Sea  Bream. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready- 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2ii.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Jlnaling  'fixtures, 

April  14. 

Anglers'  Association :  Finance  and  Genera]  Com- 
-'        mittee  Meeting. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Annual  Dinner. 
April  15. 

Blackfriars :  Visit. 

Gresham :  Private  Exhibition  of  Flies  and  Fly 
Tackle  by  Members. 
April  16. 

Highbury  :  Annual  General  Meeting. 
April  19. 

Gresham  :  Instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham. 

April  21. — Southend  Amateurs  :  Annual  Supper. 
,,    23. — Hastings    Angling   Association :  Annual 
Dinner. 

„    23. — Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Annual  Dinner. 
,,    23. — St.  Ives  (Hunts)  :  Annual  Dinner. 
„    30.— B.S.A.S.— Paper  by  Mr.  Minohin. 
May  14. — Highbury  :  Dinner  and  Distribution. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLEES'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Finance  and  General  Committees  wiU  meet 
on  Monday  next,  April  14,  at  8  and  8.45  p.m.  re- 
spectively.— K.  G.  WOODKUFF. 
CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  on  Monday  last,  with 
quite  a  crowded  attendance.     Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf 
prerided.   Important  correspondence  received  atten- 
tion.    Mr.  W.  H.   Elsmore  reported  interesting 
work  of  the  T.A.P.S.  Committee,  their  energetic  ' 
action  concerning  the  removal  of  the  swans  from  the  ! 
Thames  during  the  spawning  being  well  received,  i 
also  referring  to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Fred  Berry  to  i 
organise  a  really  good  Bohemian  concert  for  these  { 
funds.     The  idea  was  considered  a  good  one,  : 
and  should  merit  the  general  support  of  all  anglers. 
The  secretary  reported  the  result  of  the  Central's 
re-stocking  appeal  up  to  date,  and,  from  the  promises 
of  support  received,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  suc- 
cessful result.     Several  important  railway  con- 
cessions were  ordered  to  receive  immediate  attention. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  was  appointed  auditor  to  the 
Anglers' Benevolent  Society;  Visiting  officer  reported 
result  of  recent  visit  to  the  Islington  Bros.  .4. S.,  and 
alsDthat  the  next  one  would  go  to  the  Izaak  Walton 


A.S.,  held  at  the  George  IV.,  Brunswick  Street, 
Hackney  Road,  on  Monday  next,  April  li.  A  new  I 
society  applied  for  enrolment,  but  rules  not  baing  ' 
to  hand  the  question  waia  deferred.  Other  subjects  [ 
at  present  unnecessary  to  report  also  received  j 
attention.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  accorded  the  ' 
President. — All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 
6,  Preter  Road,  London,  S.E. 


British  Sea  Anglehs'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  last  the  society  held  its  usual 
meeting  at  Prascati's,  Mr.  R.  I.  Gordon  in  the 
chair.  The  ordinary  business  was  transacted,  and 
reports  from  agents  and  members  received,  discussion 
ensuing  upon  matters  of  interest.  It  was  noted 
tliat  codling  had  put  in  an  appearance  at  St. 
Margaret's  Bay,  and  that  an  unusual  number  of 
fiat-fish  had  been  taken  at  Southend  and  on  the 
east  coast.  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  C.  0. 
Minchin  would,  on  April  30,  open  a  discussion  on 
the  " Massacre  of  the  Innocents"  and  the  "Laws 
and  Regulations  of  Sea  Fishing  in  England,"  with 
special  reference  to  the  protection  of  immature  fish,  i 
— W.  H.  W.  Geove. 

City  op  London  Piscatohial  Society — 

The  concert  on  Tuesday  last,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Robt.  Snare,  was  a  grand  success.  There 
was  an  immense  gathering  of  members  and 
friends,  who  listened  with  great  appreciation 
and  much  applause,  to  very  skilful  rendering 
by  all  concerned  of  an  abundant  and  recherchi 
programme.  Where  all  artists  were  good,  it 
is  somewhat  invidious  to  particularise,  but 
little — very  little — Miss  Doris  Bartlett  deserves  a 
special  word  of  mention  for  her  charming  rendering 
of  two  songs,  "The  Blind  Boy"  and  "Going  to 
Market."  The  evening  was  mide  farther  attractive 
by  the  kindness  of  a  member  (Mr.  John  Warne), 
who  exhibited  two  immense  pike  (in  cases),  one  a 
veritable  monster.  A  very  pleasant  evening  was 
concluded  by  the  National  Anthem  and  hearty  votes 
of  thanks  to  the  artistes  and  to  the  extremely  able 
chairman,  who  had  so  successfully  presided. 

Gresham  Angling  Society —  I 
On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Sydney  Meyers  presided 
over  a  very  good  attendance ;   one  gentleman  was 
elected  to  membership  and  another  nominated,  j 
The  relation  of  experiences  of  fishing  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  of  members'  doings  on  the 
Chesham  waters  sines  the  opening  of  the  season  on 
the  1st  inst.,  provided  much  entertainment.    A  ! 
number  of  membsrs  visited  the  society's  Kelvedon 


waters  on  the  closing  day  of  the  season,  and  had 
a  very  enjoyable  time.  Mr.  Basten  and  Mr. 
Norman  were  at  Newhaven  during  Easter  and 
captured  a  quantity  of  fiat  fish,  whiting  and  pouting. 
On  Tuesday  next  there  will  be  an  exhibition  of  fliea 
and  fly  tackle  ;  members  are  requested  to  bring  any- 
thing and  everything  in  this  connection  they  have 
likely  to  prove  of  interest.  On  Saturday,  April  19, 
instruction  will  be  given  in  fly-casting  at  Chesham 
to  those  who  desire  it. — J.  H.  Walker. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
April  2.  Two  members  were  deputed  to  investigate 
a  new  water  with  a  view  to  renting  same.  They 
will  submit  their  report  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  April  16,  when  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  and  other 
important  business  will  take  place.  The  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  has  been  fixed  for 
May  14.— G.  W. 

Reading  and  District  Angling  Association — 

The  bailifis  of  the  above  Association,  and  the  lock- 
keepers  and  ferrymen  employed  by  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy in  the  district  under  its  protection,  were 
recently  entertained  to  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
society's  headquarters,  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Reading,  and  the  gathering  proved  one  of  the  most 
successful  ever  held.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Councillor  Bonny.  Mr.  F.  Brown  gave  a  risumi 
of  the  work  of  the  year,  and  referred  to  the 
whole-hearted  support  the  Association  had  always 
received  from  its  bailiffs  in  protecting  the  river  from 
illegal  practices,  and  in  the  general  improvement  of 
the  angling,  as  a  fishery. iopen  to  all,  emphasising 
the  fact  that  the  sole  aim  of  the  Association  was  to 
encourage  sport       bono  publico. 

Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society — 

Twenty-nine  members  competed  on  March  29  for 
various  prizes,  Councillor  Roberts  being  first,  fol- 
lowed by  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Lord,  and  Holland.  The 
first  annual  supper  will  take  place  on  April  21,  his 
Worship  the  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

Watford  Piscators— 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  popular  society  was  a 
splendid  success,  Mr.  W.  Hurst  Flint  being  in  the 
chair.  It  was  mentioned  that  a  roach  of  21b.  9oz. 
had  been  caught  by  Mr.  Frank  W.  Parkes.  There 
was  a  fine  array  of  prizes.  Mr.  F.  Palmer  well 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  hon.  sec,  and  there  was  an 
admirable  musical  programme.  Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell 
was  vice-chairman,  and  a  large  company  attended. 


FOR  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHERS 


"OUR"  TYNESIDE  FLY  ROD,  7/6. 

Handsomely  finished,  all  greenheart,  in  three  joints,  balanced  handle,  9  ft.  or 
10  ft.  long,  in  partition  bag  complete.     11  ft.,  8/6.    12  ft.,  9/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SALMON  RODS, 

16  ft.,  17/6,  25/6,  and  35/-;  18  ft.,  35/-  and  50/-. 
Sea.  Rods,  Pike  Rods,  Bottom  Rods. 
BALANCiJD  HANDLE  ROACH  RODS,  8/6. 

North  Country  Trout  &  Grayling:  Flies, 

BEAVTIFUZZT  TIED,   GRAND  KLLLESS. 

Special  range— Loch,   Sea  Trout,  Grilse    and  Salmon. 

WADING  STOCKINGS  &  TROUSERS, 

Bx*ogues,  Shoes  and  Clo^s. 

See  OUT  "  Angler's  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  and  lUustrated  Catalogue,  post  free,  Sd. 

MURTON'S,'''  "  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WALBRAN'S 

"WORLD     OY  TT70 
FAMED"  r  i^ilZiO. 


Yorkshire  Hackle  Flies,  on  drawn  gut  or  eyed  hooks  1/9  doz. 
Halford's  Floating  Flies,      „  „      2/0  „ 

Sea  Trout  Flies,  on  selected  gat  or  eyed  hoois,  2/0  and  2/6  „ 

Salmon  Flies.    Price  according  to  materials. 

FLIES  DRESSED  FOR  ANY  WATERS   IX   THE  WORLD. 

Customers'  own  patterns  copied  accurately. 
Theakstone's  „  „  „ 

Jackson's  „  „  „ 

Ronald's  „  „  „ 

Pritt's 


NEW    ILLVSTBATED    CATALOGUE  GBATIS 
AND   POST  FBEE. 

Please  address  aU  letters  IN  FULL  to 

FRANCIS  M.   WALBRAN,  Manager, 
THE   YORKSHIRE   ANGLERS'  STORES  CO., 

38a,  Wellingfton  Street,  Leeds. 

Telegrams  :  "  Halcyon,  Leeds,"  Telephone  :  No,  121  LeedSi 

Private  Letter  Box :  184  G.P.O.,  Leedg. 
In  writing,  please  mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 
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Apbil  12,  1902 


^offings      iffe  i^ag. 

"/  am  a  fisherman.  Why?  Because  I  like  to  int 
mi/  dexteritii  against  the  almost  feminine  evasiveness  of 
the  rish.  Obviously  the  true  charm  of  sport  lies  in  it's 
difficulty:'— The  Tree  of  Knowledge  (R.  C.  Carton). 


The  first  Bohemian  concert  given  by  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society  was  a  splendid  success. 
A  brilliant  company  assembled  at  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant,  Cheapside.  Mr.  R.  Snare  was  chairman, 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beaumont  "  vice,"  Mr.  C.  W.  Lambert  was 
a  first-rate  musical  director,  the  pianist  was  Mr.  P. 
Gauntlett  Hoskins,  A.R.C.O.,  and  Messrs.  Williams 
and  Salisbury  did  good  work  as  stewards.  Letters  of 
regret,  accounting  for  absence,  were  read  from  many 
gentlemen,  including  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (of  the  Field) 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 
A  really  admirable  programme  was  arranged  and  all 
the  arrangements  were  simply  perfect. 


A  LIVELY  little  paper  is  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Club  Chronicle,  the  organ  of  the  local 
angling  association.  The  number  before  me  has  an 
appreciative  note  on  the  late  Mr.  Dangerfield,  who 
was  well  known  at  Clapham.  There  is  a  capital 
article  on  "  Sea  Angling,"  and  many  good  stories. 


The  new  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  (Grove  House, 
Camber  well)  has  just  issued  its  list  of  prize  winners 
for  1901-1902.  It  is  a  good  record,  showing  liberality 
on  the  part  of  donors  and  skill  and  industry  in  the 
winners.  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  May  8. 


I  AM  told  that  tha  Caronation  procession  I  will  have 
some  remarkable  features.  Well,  there  have  been 
some  curious  bits  in  London  pageants  of  the  past.  In 
1616  a  procession  included  a  Dutch  fishing-boat,  drawn 
on  wheels  and  manned  with  fishermen,  who  hauled  in 
nets  of  live  fish  as  the  pageant  wended  its  way  to 
the  Courts  of  Justice,  the  fishes  being  thrown  amongst 
the  people  as  they  were  caught.  This  ancient  and 
fish-like  feature  has  never  been  repeated.  This  par- 
ticular show,  however,  was  fishy  throughout,  there 
being  mermen  and  mermaids  taking  leading  parts  in 
it,  no  doubt  to  the  huge  delight  of  the  men  and 
women  of  the  time  who  viewed  the  weird  procession. 
This  could  only  be  beaten  by  getting  "Dragnet"  to 
perform  with  his  favourite  stickleback-rod,  but  I  fear 
I  shall  be  too  busy  with  the  brother  anglers  who  will 
form  the  special  bodyguard  of  Edward  VII.  to  do 
anything  special  in  the  show,  except  consume  special 
— necessary  refreshment. 


The  production  of  "Ben-Hur"  has  caused  The 
Christian  Globe  to  raise  a  very  interesting  discussion 
on  "  Thfi  Religious  Drama."  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  this  discussion— read  The  Christian  GZo&c— but 
it  has  caused  me  to  think — why  cannot  the  Angling 
Drama  be  made  more  prominent?  They  had  fishes 
swimming  about  in  "  The  White  Heather,"  and  there 
was  once  a  pretty  play  called  "  The  Carp."  That  is 
not  enough.  I  suggest  a  play  in  which  the  hero  wins 
the  hand  of  the  heroine  by  his  skill  as  an  angler,  and 
the  bride's  father — a  millionaire,  and  an  admirer  of 
good  fishing— comes  down  with  a  good  dowry.  Let 
there  be  real  water,  real  fish,  a  real  bride,  and,  above 
all,  real  dowry,  and  I  think — ahem  !— I  could  find  an 
expert  angler  to  land  the  fish. 


A  Correspondent  sends  me  the  following  which 
he  copied  from  the  window  of  an  ale  house  in  the 
wilds  of  the  country:  "Table  bear  sold  hear."  He 
asks  me  if  I  do  not  think  it  curious.  Not  at  all,  my 
good  Sir,  they  are  obviously  advertising  their  own 
Bruin. 


He  had  been  to  a  party  the  night  before  and  had 
"  done  himself"  so  extremely  well  that  he  was  found 
the  next  morning  fast  asleep  in  a  dry  ditch  by  the 
roadside.  "What's  the  matter  with  you  ?  "  inquired 
one  of  his  discoverers.  "Nothing,"  he  replied,  in  a 
voice  thick  with  emotion,  etc.  "  My  goo' fren',  I'm 
allri'."  "But  where  have  you  been?"  persisted  his 
interrogator.  "  I've  been  to  a  party."  "  What  sort  of 
a  party  ?  "  "  It  was  a  wedding  or  a  funeral ;  I  don't 
remember  which,  but  it  was  a  grand  success." 


It  is  said  that  kingfishers  are  more  numerous  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gloucestershire  streams  than  for  years 
past.  Seven  of  these  lovely  birds  were  recently  seen 
in  a  ramble  over  the  river  Leach,  and  a  like  number 
may  actually  be  seen  almost  any  day  on  a  certain 
private  stretch  of  water  of  about  three  miles.  "  The 
Swan "  at  Bibury  has  changed  hands,  and  this  bird 
and  "  The  Bull "  at  Fairfofd  are  now  under  the  same 
management. 


A  MAN  caught  a  fish  off  the  West  Pier,  Brighton,  on 
Wednesday  at  11.47  a.m.,  and  was  loudly  cheered  by 
the  excited  crowd  of  spectators.  He  put  the  fish  in 
his  waistcoat  pocket  and  walked  home,  a  proud  and 
happy  man. 


A  STILL  MORE  "  Amazing  Offer  "  to  Tobacconists. 

["  Remarkable  developments  are  taking  place  in  the 
tobacco  war.  One  well-known  firm  offers  to  distribute 
among  the  customers  purchasing  direct  from  them, 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  the  total  net  profits  on  their 
goods  sold  in  the  United  Kingdom,  together  with  an 
annual  sum  of  £200,000."— Daily  Paper.] 

*  *  *  ♦       ■  * 

"  After  many  years  of  deep  meditation  (during  which 
we  have  lived  upon  the  public),  we  have  decided,  with- 
out any  thought  of  the  insanity  of  our  conduct,  to 
make  the  following  stupendous  offer  to  our  customers  : 
Commencing  on  April  1,  we  intend  to  adopt  all  the 
male  tobacconists  in  the  United  Kingdom.  We  shall 
not  ask  them  to  sell  our  cigarettes — indeed  we  would 
rather  they  did  not— nor  do  we  prohibit  them  from 
selling  those  of  any  other  firm.  But,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  them  to  assist  us  in  reaping  absolutely  no 
profit  from  our  business  for  the  next  fifty  years,  we  offer 
an  income  of  £1000  per  annum  to  all  tobacconists 
who  suspect  us  of  ever  having  sold  cigarettes  with  a  pic- 
ture in  each  packet.  To  any  man,  tobacconist  or  no 
tobacconist,  who  can  prove  that  we  are  not  cutting 
off  our  nose  to  spite  our  face,  we  offer  a  bonus  of 
£10,000,000  (to  be  deducted  from  the  reserve  fund  of 
past  profits).— Yours  faithfully, 

"  The  Fiftebn-a-Penny  Trust,  U.S.A."— Pmhc/;.. 


Converted. 
I. 

The  query  oft  to  me  had  been 
Why  men  of  sense  that  I  have  seen 
Should  waste  their  time  beside  the  stream 
With  rod  and  line  to  lure  the  bream 
And  other  fish. 

II. 

A  friend,  a  lover  of  the  sport, 
The  reason  why  and  where  in  short 
The  fun  came  in  I  quickly  sought ; 
Just  what  he  said  and  what  he  taught  — 
Well,  sent  me  off  afishing. 

III. 

How  sweet  the  early  morn  at  four. 
Such  perfect  peace  as  on  I  bore 
And  good  luck,  too,  perhaps  in  store 
Before  the  daylight  should  be  o'er 
And  I  had  finished  fishing. 

IV. 

I  sat  me  down  when  all  seemed  right 
To  watch  the  float,  so  round  and  light, 
When  oS  it  went  quite  out  of  sight. 
I  sort  of  pulled  and  got  that  pike 
My  first  time  out  afishing. 

Dr.  Whiting,  San  Remo. 


Young  Rooney:  "Do  yez  t'ink  two  kin  live  as 
chapely  as  wan?"  Old  Cassidy  :  "  Phwat's  th'  idea  ?" 
Young  Rooney  :  "  Oi  was  t'inkin'  av  getting  married." 
Old  Cassidy  :  "  And  phwat's  '  two  '  got  t'  do  wid  it,  ye 
fule?  Ye  shud  figger  on  eight  or  tin,  me  bye  !  "— 
Puck. 


A  correspondent,  writing  from  Benson,  near 
Wallingford,  says  : — "  A  few  anglers  were  enjoying  an 
evening  last  August  when  one  related  his  experience 
of  the  day.  He  started  roach  fishing  with  five  hooks ; 
the  fish  bit  so  well  that  he  lost  them  all ;  he  then 
borrowed  one  from  a  stranger  near  him,  and  caught  a 
fish  with  three  hooks  in  him,  then  another  with  two. 
He  then  returned  the  borrowed  one  with  thanks,  and 
finished  up  the  day  with  the  original  hooks.  I  said 
to  him,  '  Chuck  it  I  five  hooks  in  one  fish  I '  He 
answered  me  excitedly,  '  Darnee  1  I  said  three  and 
two.'  He  is  ready  to  bring  his  witness  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  his  statement ;  but  there  is  really  good 
fishing  here." 


The  River  Aln  Angling  Association  have  vetoed  the 
use  of  wading  breeches  by  anglers  in  the  Aln,  and  in 
consequence  of  a  request  that  no  competitions  be  held 
for  prizes,  the  competition  arranged  by  the  London 
and  Noith  British  Works  Angling  Association,  Aln- 
wick, has  been  suspended. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  opened  for 
traffic  on  Monday,  April  7,  a  new  station  at  New- 
market, situated  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  old 
station  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  the  race- 
course. The  new  station  affords  very  superior  accom- 
modation for  dealing  with  passenger  traffic,  which  is 
very  considerable  for  the  important  race  meetings. 
Long  platforms  havo  been  constructed,  the  up  and 
down  platforms  being  connected  by  means  of  a  sub- 


way. Excellent  waiting  accommodation  has  been 
provided,  and  spacious  refreshment  rooms  will  be 
found  on  both  the  up  and  down  platforms,  especially 
designed  to  provide  for  the  requirements  of  the  race 
tralfic.  The  whole  of  the  station  buildings,  plat- 
forms, and  roadways  are  lighted  by  electricity.  The 
approaches  to  the  station  on  both  sides  are  of  a  very 
spacious  character.  Colonel  McGalmont,  M.P.,  has 
constructed  new  roads,  which  afford  good  facilities  for 
reaching  the  new  station  both  to  and  from  the  town 
and  race-course,  as  well  as  from  the  direction  of 
Cheveley. 


George  Stephenson's  remark  before  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  as  to  what  would  become  of  a 
cow  if  it  should  happen  to  stray  across  the  "  lines" 
(when  it  was  contemplated  running  an  "iron"  horse 
at  about  15  miles  an  hour)—"  It  would  be  a  bad  job  for 
the  coo,"  was  echoed  in  a  note  in  iheF.G.  of  March  29 
(p.  221).  The  name  of  the  proprietor  of  the  "  coo  "  is 
not  given,  but  I  expect  it  was  "  Mackintosh,"  for  the 
co_w  ate  the  button  side,  and  grave  fears  were  enter- 
tained of  its  (the  cow's)  recovery.  Now  I  go  to  another 
story.  ("  Don't  play  the  goat,"  says  the  office  boy.) 
This  is  from  a  French  newspaper,  which  describes  an 
ingenious  method  of  milk  adulteration  practised  in 
Athens. 

***** 
"  The  residents  have  a  penchant  for  goats'  milk,  and 
herds  of  these  animals  are  led  along  the  street  by 
milk-sellers  wearing  long  blouses  with  capacious 
sleeves.  Their  cry  of  '  Gala !  igala ! '  brings  the 
housewife  to  the  door,  and  she  prudently  demands 
that  the  goat  shall  be  milked  in  her  presence.  This 
is  done,  but  the  milkman  has  in  one  hand  the  end  of 
a  thin  tube  which  runs  up  his  sleeve  and  connects 
with  an  indiarubber  receptacle  full  of  water,  which  is 
carried  under  his  ample  blouse.  At  each  pressure  of 
the  fingers  on  the  udder  there  is  a  corresponding  com- 
pression of  the  water-sack,  and  milk  and  water  flow 
side  by  side  into  the  milk-pail." 


Do  you  remember  that  long  twilight  ?  grey 

Unending  sand,  a  low  grey  sky,  a  wall 

Of  grey  low  cliffs,  the  sea  against  the  sand 

Flat,  coloured  like  the  sand,  white  at  the  edge. 

And  now  and  then  a  shouldering  wave  that  rose 

Long,  black,  like  a  ship's  hull  seen  sideways.  Grey 

As  the  monotonous  days  of  life,  when  each 

Copies  the  day  it  follows,  grey  and  still 

In  such  a  bleak  repose,  as  if  it  slept 

Tired  out  of  hope,  the  sand  lay  endlessly. 

We  walked  upon  the  sand,  and  heard  the  sea 

Whimpering,  in  a  little  lonely  voice. 

And  there  was  always  sand  and  sea  and  sky, 

Making  a  quietude  of  emptiness. 

— Saturday  Review. 


The  fiat  has  gone  forth,  says  a  contemporary,  and 
the  carp  of  Pontainebleau,  the  historic  monsters 
which  have  delighted  visitors  to  the  Chateau  for 
nearly  a  century,  are  to  disappear,  owing  to  the 
unwillingness  of  the  French  authorities  to  feed  and 
care  for  them.  The  30,000  carp  are,  during  the 
summer,  fed  by  "voluntary  contributions"  by  the 
thousands  of  visitors,  but  as  the  meals  during  the 
winter  cost  £100,  the  authorities  will  have  no  more  of 
it.  The  French  press  [always  carping]  is  being  filled 
with  letters  protesting  against  the  destruction  of  the 
finny  monsters,  which  kings  of  France  have  fed  and 
queens  have  smiled  at. 


An  Edinburgh  professor,  as  well  known  for  saving 
knowledge  as  for  anything  else,  hired  a  cab  on  one 
of  our  recent  snowy,  stormy  days.  The  fare  was  a 
shilling.  The  cabman  on  receiving  Is.  Id.  returned 
the  penny  with,  "I  beg  your  pardon,  sir,  my  fare  is 
only  a  shilling."  On  getting  inside,  the  professor  said 
to  his  friend,  "  I  am  in  a  position  to  give  the  most 
unqualified  denial  to  the  statement  that  cabmen  are 
dishonest ;  I  have  just  had  one  who  positively  refused 
to  take  a  penny  more  than  his  fare!  "  As  the  boy 
said,  "Please,  sir,  it  wasn't  me,"  but  I  have  lieard 
of  an  equally  honest  cabman  who,  on  being  tendered 
his  legal  fare  of  one  shilling  for  two  miles,  asked  his 
fare  whether  he  could  really  afford  it ! 


A  gentleman  named  Bellamy  once  wrote  a  book 
called  "  Looking  Backward."  When  I  start  doing 
that  I  find  cause  for  regret.  "Looking  Forward"  is 
my  motto,  and  next  Monday  night  I  have  good  cause 
for  joyful  anticipations.  The  members  of  tlie  Pisca- 
torial Society  will  dine  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
with  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  ("Red  Spinner")  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  in  the  vice.  Mr.  M.  G.  E. 
Courcey,  hon.  sec,  has  made  splendid  arrangements. 
Covers  will  be  removed  at  7 ;  but  not  until  the  last 
speech  has  been  made,  the  last  song  sung,  and 
"  Finis  "  can  be  written  to  such  a  delightful  gathering, 
will  it  be  possible  to  remove  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifieial  Angling  Hotes 

mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

r  The  Brothers  Well  Met  Society  held  their  annual 
concert  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund  cn  Wednesday 
evening  last,  at  their  club-house,  the  Trees  Inn,  Great 
Hampton-street ;  the  concert,  which  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  T.  Coles,  was  a  great  success,  the  large 
club-room  was  filled  to  its  full  extent,  and  the  talent 
was  of  an  order  that  gave  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
— The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  quarterly  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  meeting  was  well 
attended.  The  balance  sheet  showed  that  the  club 
remained  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  as  the  sum  of 
£25  lay  standing  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  society.  They  decided  to  fish 
their  annual  contest  in  the  river  Severn,  at  Upton-on- 
Severn,  on  July  13.  Mr.  -J.  Hughes,  of  the  above 
society,  has  tendered  his  resignation  as  trustee  to  the 
Birmingham  Association,  and  Mr.  R.  Holding,  of 
the  Severn  Street  Club,  has  been  appointed  as  his 
successor.  Last  week  the  private  pool  at  Elliott's 
Hall,  Shirley,  near  Birmingham,  was  run  oS,  in  order 
to  take  out  the  coarse  fish,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
in  a  quantity  of  rainbow  trout ;  the  coarse  fish  were  to 
be  taken  to  the  Earlswood  reservoir.  Three  carts  with 
barrels,  etc.,  to  take  away  the  fish  were  engaged,  but 
they  were  found  almost  useless  for  the  quantity  of  fish 
found  in  the  pool,  as  some  thousands  of  tench,  roach, 
and  perch  were  left  on  the  grass  to  die  and  many  more 
were  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake  to  a  similar  fate. 
There  are  many  of  our  clubs  who  rent  waters  who 
would  have  paid  for  these  fish  for  restocking  purposes, 
and  have  saved  them  from  destruction.  Pish  are 
getting  scarcer  every  year,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that 
these  fish  should  have  met  the  fate  they  have.  A  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  (April  3)  at  the  head- 
quarters, when  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual 
association  dinner  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  24  next. 
The  balance-sheet  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a 
sound  financial  position.  The  ballot  books  in  con- 
nection with  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will 
shortly  be  out.  A  number  of  prizes  have  been  given, 
and  the  first  prize  will  be  a  cycle  valued  at  £12.  The 
trout  in  our  local  streams  are  in  good  condition,  but 
we  need  warmer  weather.  A  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  Severn,  but  sport  has  been  very 
indifferent,  very  few  fish  have  been  taken.  The  river 
is  in  splendid  condition,  and  so  are  our  local  streams, 
but  if  the  cold  weather  continues  sport  will  remain  at 
a  standstill. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  cold  during  the  past  week 
in  this  district,  consequently  sport  has  only  been  very 
moderate  in  any  locality,  yet  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
which  is  in  grand  condition  for  operations  either  in  fly 
or  bait  fishing.  The  Driffield  Canal  and  Prodingham 
Beck  are  also  in  nice  trim,  but  the  cold  weather  has  been 
very  detrimental  both  to  vegetation  and  insect  life ; 
the  trout  are  in  nice  condition  and  fairly  plentiful  in 
the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  a 
few  very  good  fish  are  on  the  move,  therefore  when 
warmer  weather  intervenes  sport  should  be  fairly 
good  in  most  parts  of  both  the  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries. A  ^pike  of  12Jlb.  is  reported  from  the 
Brigham  district,  and  several  smaller  ones  have 
been  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  river. 
The  County  A.A.  opened  their  match  fishing  season  at 
Patrington  Haven.  The  Alexandra  A.A.  also  visited 
the  same  place  for  their  first  match  of  the  season, 
whilst  the  River  Hull  A.C.  fished  their  opening  match 
on  the  Hull  at  Swinemoor.  The  East  Hull  Band  A.S. 
opened  their  season  at  Hedon. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Many  rods  in  this  county  are  deeply  interested  in 
a  remarkable  document  extensively  circulated  and 
emanating  from  Rossett.  The  St.  Helen's  Anglers 
have  elected  Mr.  John  Gerrard  hon.  secretary,  vice 
Mr.  P.  Ball,  who  has  resigned.  The  Openshaw  Central 
Angling  Association  are  now  very  strong  in  members. 
Mr.  James  Reynolds,  Liverpool,  obtained  some  really 
good  fish  from  the  Clwyd.  The  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association,  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  have 
added  10.3  new  members,  and  the  limit— 600^is 
being  rapidly  approached,  so  that  present  members  who 
have  neglected  renewing  should  do  so  at  once.  They 
are  daily  expecting  to  receive  their  silver  challenge 
shield,  from  which  great  things  are  anticipated.  A 
far  better  report  is  to  hand  from  our  rivers  the  Ribble,^ 
Wyre,  and  Lune ;  better  catches  are  being  made. 
From  the  Lune  the  bailiffs  have  taken  thirty  more 
pike,  after  extensive  operations  in  that  line.  The 
BoUin  is  again  in  good  order,  after  the  heavy  waters 
of  last  week,  and  is  fishing  well. 


FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing  prospects  are  no  brighter  than  they 
were  last  week  ;  in  fact,  they  are  not  so  good,  for  the 
downpour  of  rain  which  we  had  on  Saturday  last  has 
for  the  time  being  rendered  the  streams  practically 
unfishable.  Moreover,  north-easterly  winds  have  for 
the  most  part  prevailed,  and  the  weather  has  been  so 
cold  that  snow  has  fallen  rather  heavily  in  some  parts 
of  the  district.  The  season  is  very  backward  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  vegetation  has  scarcely  shown 
any  signs  of  development  since  last  week.  Pew  flies 
are  yet  to  be  seen  on  the  waters.  Those  who  have 
ventured  to  wet  a  line  have  generally  employed  the 
bottom  tackle,  and  a  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  maggot.  The  sport,  however,  has  been  won 
derfully  tame,  and  I  fear  it  will  continue  so  until 
we  get  some  warmer  weather.  The  reports  to  hand 
concerning  the  streams  between  Bourne  and  Stamford, 
and  also  those  in  the  Sleaford  district,  are  encouraging, 
but  more  genial  conditions  must  prevail  before  much 
good  can  be  done. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

One  of  our  city  rods,  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  fishing  in 
Wales,  has  taken  132  good  trout  in  ten  days,  finishing 
on  April  5  with  tweuty-seven  fish  16Jlb.,  although  the 
wind  was  usually  N.E.  The  CornbrouK  Angling  Society 
are  to  be  favoured  on  April  18  with  Mr.  Bibby's 
popular  lecture,  "Ten  days  in  the  North  of  Ireland." 
A  great  many  inquiries  are  to  hand  as  to  the  fishing 
in  the  Tweed  and  Border  streams,  and  it  is  evident 
that  Whitsuntide  will  be  taken  advantage  of  to 
visit  this  sport  yielding  locality  and  healthy  resort. 
The  next  board  meeting  in  connection  with  the 
Worsley  canal  fishery  will  be  held  in  this  city  on 
April  25.  Now  that  our  locals  have  returned,  and  a 
few  venture  to  visit  their  old  haunts,  a  comparison  of 
notes  fully  endorses  our  first  ideas  of  the  results  of 
the  Easter  holidays,  which  all  round  were  dis- 
appointing. The  leading  item  of  interest  in 
this  city  is  the  acquisition  of  private  waters. 
Despite  the  weather  it  is  quite  a  frequent  sight  to  see 
fish  carriers  at  our  principal  stations,  either  full  of 
stock  fish  or  returning  empty.  Local  waters  were 
closed  much  too  soon  for  roach  ;  these  fish  are  not  as 
yet  showing  any  inclination  to  spawn,  and  x^robably 
will  be  found  busy  when  the  season  opens. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  continues  remarkably  cold,  and  few 
anglers,  since  the  holidays,  appear  to  have  patronised 
the  tributaries  in  quest  of  trout ;  but  several  brace 
have  been  creeled  on  the  Greet  by  Messrs.  G. 
Clarke,  W.  Rayson,  and  J.  Trumin.  On  Tuesdciy,  on 
Derbyshire  waters,  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  and  Mr.  W. 
Beevor  secured  three  brace ;  whilst  six  aad  a  half 
brace  were  got  by  another  Nottingham  visitor  on 
April  3.  Mr.  P.  James  and  friends  have  also  done 
fairly  well  on  one  of  the  open  stretches  of  the  Dover 
Beck.  Recently  some  small  fish  have  been  placed  in 
the  Trent  by  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association 
between  Wilford  Bridge  and  the  City  Bridge,  and  likely 
enough  they  were  a  present  from  the  Fishery  Board.  The 
Dog  and  Pheasant  Society,  Keswick-street,  Sneintou, 
have  just  awarded  the  prizes  won  during  the  past 
season  to  the  winners,  who  included  Mr.  T.  G.  Hooper 
(perch),  Mr.  T.  Gibson  (roach),  Mr.  J.  Heard  (dace), 
Mr.  F.  Messon  (chub),  Mr.  E.  Messon  (bream),  and 
Mr.  S.  Freeman  (bleak).  The  society  is  nearly  forty- 
five  years  old,  and  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
The  distribution  of  the  prizes  was  prefaced  by  a  capital 
dinner.  The  Trent  has  undergone  a  rise  since  last 
week,  and  few,  if  any,  troutists  have  been  out.  •  An 
important  committee  meeting  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  was  held  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  night. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  of  our  loaal  sportsmen  have  been  after 
the  trout  this  week  ;  the  days  have  beeu  fine,  but  there 
has  been  a  keen  N.E.  wind  blowing  and  the  nights 
frosty.  The  trout  have  not  been  moving  well  at  all, 
either  at  the  fly  or  bottom  baits,  and  light  creels  have 
been  the  rule.  A  few  good  sized  brook  trout  were 
caught  with  the  worm,  and  they  were  in  better  condition 
than  those  taken  in  the  rivers.  The  water  is  a  nice 
height  and  in  splendid  condition,  but  very  few  flies 
have  been  out  on  any  of  the  streams.  Mild  and  more 
genial  weather  is  what  is  required  ;  when  we  get  it 
sport  will  improve.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  very 
indifferent  this  week,  one  or  two  nets  have  not  taking 
a  fish. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  conditions  have  neither  been  favourable  nor 
enjoyable,  on  the  whole,  for  trout  fishing  during  the 
holidays.  In  many  quarters  the  weather  has  been 
cold  and  often  boisterous,  whilst  the  waters  were  low  and 
clear.  Fly  fishing  has  consequently  been  retarded,  and 
in  not  a  few  instances  rodmen  have  relied  on  the  pike. 
Parties  returning  from  the  Wharfe  report  that  their 
experiences  were  more  auspicious  than  had  been 
anticipated,  for  the  river  being  in  fine  trim  they  had 
good  sport  with  the  fly.  Tbey  had  found  the  most 
successful  lures  to  be  the  Light  and  Dark  Snipes, 


Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges, 
with  gold  tinsel.  Other  anglers  on  neighbouring  waters 
report  far  less  favourably.  The  prevalent  easterly 
winds  are  counteractiug  any  advantages  thit  seemed 
likely  to  arise  through  the  slight  freshes  experienced 
in  some  streams.  Prospects  cin  hardly  improve  until 
the  weather  becomes  a  little  warmer. 


LIST  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  COMPP]TITIONS 
FOR  1902. 


Mr.  John  Whyte,  manager  of  the  Loch  Leven  Fish- 
ings, has  now  completed  the  list  of  angling  club 
fixtures  for  the  ensuing  season.  All  the  clubs  which 
competed  here  last  year  have  entered,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Glasgow  Borderers'  Club.  There  are 
altogether  117  fixtures  by  41  clubs,  an  increase  of 
three  over  last  year.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
National  is  fixed  for  Wednesday,  June  4.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  Hit:  — 


Apr.  18 
„  19 
„  19 
„  21 
,.  22 


„  23 
„  24 
„  25 

„  26 
„  20 

May  1 

2 

»  2 
„  3 
„  3 
>.  5 
„  5 
6 

„  6 
„  7 


„  16 
„  16 
„  17 
„  19 
21 

„  23 
21 
„  26 

„  27 

„  27 

„  28 

„  28 

»  29 

„  30 
„  31 
„  31 

June  2 


4 

5 
6 

7 
7 
9 
9 
10 
10 
II 
11 
12 
12 
13 


Bridge  of  Allan 
Kelty&  Blairadam 
Pollokshields 
Stirling 

Edinr.  Breadal- 

bane 
Perth 
Wanderers 
Uddingston  Wal- 

tonians 
Bohemian 
Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 
Kinross 
Coatbridge 
Midlothian 
Bridge  of  Allan 
St.  Andrew 
Wellshot 
Stirling 
Perthshire 
St.  Mirin 
Waverley 
St.  Mungo 
Glasgow  Angling 

Club 
Cockburn 
Saturday  Angling 

Club 
Edina 

Dunfermline 
Clackmannan 
Uddingston  Wal- 

tonians 
Fifeshire 
Dundee  Westend 
Bridge  of  Allan 
Northumber- 
land 
Northumberland 
Edin.  Amateur 
Dundee 
Falkirk 

Edinr.  Breadal- 
bane 

Wanderers 

Pollokshields 

Glasgow  Clydes- 
dale 

Row bank 

Western 

Western 

Perth 

Leith  Fly  Fishers' 
Association 

West  of  Scotland 

West  of  Scotland 

Bothwell  and 
Blantyre 

Edinr.  Amateur  v. 
Bridge  of  Allan 

NATIONAL 

Kinross 

United  Edinburgh 

Clubs 
Bohemian 
St.  Andrew 
Dunfermline 
Stirling 

Bridge  of  Allan 

Perthshire 

St.  Mungo 

Buokland 

Buckland 

Pollokshields 

Northumberland 


June  13  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 

16  Fifeshire 

17  Waverley 

18  Dundee  Westend 

19  West  of  Scotland 

19  Clackmannan 

20  West  of  Scotland 

21  Dundee 
24  Bridge  of  Allan 

24  Perth    v.  Perth- 
shire. 

25  Kelty& Blairadam 

26  Edina 

27  Falkirk 
27  Edinr.  Breadal- 

bane 

,,   28  Saturday  Angling 
Club 
July  1  Rowbank 

,,     1  Wanderers 

,,     8  Kinross 

„     4  St.  Mungo 

,,  10  Cockburn 

„  15  Clackmannan 

„  16  Dunfermline 

„   17  Waverley 

„  19  Edin.  Amateur. 
Aug.  1  St.  Mirin 

„     2  Kelty& Blairadam 

„     4  Stirling 

„    5  Glasgow  Clydes- 
dale 

„     5  Wellshot 

,,     6  Dunfermline 

,,     7  St.  Andrew 

„     7  Perthshire 

„     8  United  Glasgow 
Clubs 

„     9  Uddingston  Wal- 

tonians 
„     9  Leith  Fly  Fishers' 

Association 
„   11  Fifeshire 
„   12  St.  Mungo 
„   13  Perth 
„   13  Dundee  Westend 
,,   14  Coatbridge 
„   14  Pollokshields 
,,   15  Coatbridge 
„  15  Glasgow  Angling 

Club 
,,   16  Bohemian 
,,   16  Bothwell  and 

Blantyre 
„   18  Bridge  of  Allan 
„  18  Edin.  Amateur 
„   19  Western 
„  19  Northuaiberltind 
„   20  Western 
„  20  Edinr.  Breadal- 

bane 

„  21  West  of  Scotland 

,,   21  Clackmannan 

,,   22  Rowbank 

„  22  West  of  Scotland 

„  23  Dundee 

„  25  Falkirk 

,,   26  Waverley 

,,  27  Wanderers 

„   27  Wellshot 

„   28  Kinross 

„   29  Midlothian 

„   30  Perthshire 
Sept.  1  Patron's  Prize 

,,     2  Championship 
R.  B.  Laikg,  Kinross. 


American  Books  —a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marstuu 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Duastan's  Houee  Fett«r-lane,  Loudon. 
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AI^OLERS^    HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


PORTH  HOTEL, 

Two-and-a-half  miles  reserv'ed  for  visitors,  Free  ;  two  miles  by  arrangement ;  all 
preserved  and  contimious  on  river  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of 
Wines  and  Spirits.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHI 


NG  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  April.  To 
save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early 
to  secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMEKON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
i'ree  to  the  Guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Fishing  conimenced 
April  1.  Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietok,  a.  heck. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLJN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDQE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  &d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP 

Mendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
tloach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Budd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  1  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 

Closed   during  the  Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lake,  2  miles  in  circumference, 

Coarse  Fishing;  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  aciiuii  ed,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  "N'isitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
-All  trains  met  liy  appointment. 

Tn  riff  /'or  war  fled  oti  opplication, 

A.  W.  GPJFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Giiffiths,  Frensliam  Pond,  Surrey." 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  ttie  Foot  of  the  CuchuUin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  .Tune,  and  .luly,  on  one  of 
the  best  Lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Wishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligichan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruacban, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Looh  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fisliing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fisliing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  flsh 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  bad  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  tlie 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor, 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles   Reserved    Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Golf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths, 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  vyeek  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  a))ounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Tront,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  ITnlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  momitain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.   Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esfopd,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


Doneg-al  Higrhlands. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  Co.  Donegal. 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing  on  Lakes  and  Streams  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boat- 
men for  Lakes.  Beautiful  Scenery. 
Terms  moderate.    Opened  1st  April. 

G.  B.  HILL,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rurus), 

SIMONSBATB,  EXMOOR. 

TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.   R.  M.  MoiLE,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Babl  of  Carnabvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free.— Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  MOTBL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6«.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee— Address,  Pkopkiktor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Season 
opened  1st  February.   Terms  on  application. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE~APARTMENTS 

TO  I^ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwlso.  U  miles 
from  Thames,  4^  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  XTElfLST-ON-TSAMES. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Be,autifiill,v  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Doohart  ; 
surrounded  hy  wild,  picturosinie  and  romantic  scenery  ■ 
SIX  miles  froui  the  head  of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  th  e  Callandar  and  Ohan  Railway 
five  miles  of  good  Salmon  .and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
nver  Dochart.  loch  Dochavt,  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  iit  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges  Parties 
lio.-irded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
iind  Telegraph.  Luib  .Station. 

DONALD  M.  NAU(;ilTON.  Proprietor 


Just  Publi.thed, 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbice    -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  Low,  Mabston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
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SOMETHING  LIKE  A  REPORT. 


The  annual  general  business  meeting  of  the  Leith 
Angling  Club  was  held  on  April  3  in  Kinnaird's 
Rooms,  Kirkgate.  Mr.  Patmore  presided  over  a  good 
attendance.  The  secretary  (Mr.  R.  A.  Simpson)  sub- 
mitted his  report.  It  stated :  Those  who  expect  to 
glean  much  from  an  angling  club's  winter  report  are 
doomed  to  disappointment— fated  to  partake  of  a  bar- 
mecide  feast.  Angling— trout  angling  in  particular — 
raises  visions  of  whin,  broom,  hill,  moorland  and 
channel  stone,  and  I  am  afraid  the  needless  infliction 
of  the  inevitable  report  will  grate  somewhat  harshly 
on  your  nerves;  this  bleached,  skeletonised,  winter 
apology  for  a  report  being  at  the  best  but  the  unsub- 
stantial, ghostly-tinselled  counterfeit  of  the  genuine 
angling  season's  record  of  work.  True,  we  can  around 
the  fireside  play  havoc  among  the  flimsy  denizens  of 
the  well-known  streams;  can  accurately  re-gauge, 
re-weigh,  and  re-measure  that  beauty  which  escaped 
our  clutches  when  on  the  verge  of  terra  firma ;  but 
even  with  our  whetted  imaginations  in  the  zenith  of 
strength,  there  yet  remain  the  reality,  the  enjoyment, 
the  face  of  nature  clothed  in  her  rich  array,  the  blue 
dome  of  heaven  masked  here  and  there  with  fleeing 
cloud.  There  is  this  heavy,  dull  blank,  and  we  wake 
from  our  day  dreams  to  find  it  may  be  the  nipping 
frost  or  the  whirling  blast  proclaiming  the  reign  of 
King  Winter.  The  report  then  referred  to  the  annual 
supper  of  the  club,  the  donors  of  prizes,  and  concluded 
by  stating  that  the  number  of  new  members  admitted 
at  the  beginning  of  this  season  was  very  gratifying. 
The  treasurer  (Mr.  Mohan)  submitted  his  financial 
statement,  and  both  reports  were  adopted. 


ANNUAL    GENERAL    MEETING  AND 
DINNER  OF  THE  THORNEY  WEIR 
FISHING  CLUB. 


In  spite  of  the  wretched  drizzle  on  Saturday,  April  5, 
the  annual  general  meeting  and  dinner,  which  was  held 
at  the  club  house.  West  Drayton,  proved  a  great  success. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  reappointed, 
and  Mr.  Clover  Brown  was  elected  to  fill  the  one 
vacancy  which  existed.    Sir  P.  Dixon-Hartland,  M.P., 
was  re-elected  as  hon.  president,  and  R.  A.  Hoblyn' 
F.S.A.,  once  more  serves  as  vice-president,  and  took 
the  chair  at  the  meeting.    Mr.  W.  H.  Collicott  and 
Mr.  Herman  Moroney  again  undertake  the  duties  of 
hon.  auditor  and  hon.  secretary  respectively.  Tele- 
grams were  received  from  Mr.  W.  Senior  and  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,   wishing  success  to  the  eveningj 
and  we  all  expressed  sincere  regret  that  neither  were 
able  to  join  us.  The  vice-president  expressed  consider- 
able pleasure  and  gratification  to  see  so  many  members 
present,  and  remarked  that  the  number  constituted 
a  record.    The  weight  of  trout  taken  with  the  fly  was 
reduced  to  lib.    A  good  specimen  of  bream  was 
exhibited ;  it  weighed  6ilb.,  and  had  been  taken  from 
the  club  waters  by  a  former  member  who  kindly  lent 
the  case  for  the  occasion.    Mr.  Mason  also  intended 
to  exhibit  his  llflb.  pike,  but  the  difficulties  of 
carriage  proved  too  formidable.    The  specimen  perch 
taken  by  Mr.  Mussabini  has  not  yet  been  properly  set 
up,  and  the  largest,  scaling  21b.  IJoz.,  was  caught  by 
him  just  at  the  close  of  the  season,  and  therefore  had 
to  be  returned.    Thirty-two  were  present  at  the 
dinner,  at  which    Mr.  Horace   Brown,  the  well- 
known    vice-president    of   the  Piscatorial  Society, 
took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mussabini  occupied  the 
vice-chair.    The  services  of  the  former  were  acknow- 
ledged with  "He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow"  at  the 
end  of  the  meal,  and  we  meant  it  I    Mr.  Bell,  a 
visitor,  played  a  solo  on  the  flute  excellently,  and 
later  responded  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors."  The 
other  customary  toasts  were  also  honoured,  but  no 
one  felt  bored  for  there  were  no  long-winded  speeches 
delivered.    Mr.  Horace  Brown  sang  most  amusingly, 
and  the  hon.  secretary  did  his  best ;  the  latter  forgot 
the  words  and  never  knew  the  tune,  but  such  minor 
details  are  unimportant,  and  he  was,  doubtless,  some- 
what confused  by  the  nice  remarks  made  concerning 
his  services  to  the  club.    Though  many  members  had 
to  return  to  London  by  a  comparatively  early  train,  a 
sufficient  number  remained  to  fill  every  bed  in  the 
club-house,  and  the  close  of  a  very  successful  meeting 
and  dinner  saw  our  unhappy  hon.  secretary  endeavour- 
ing to  rest  upon  the  unresponsive  floor  owing  to  lack 
of  better  accommodation. 

Hebman  A.  T.  MoBONEY,  Hon.  Sec. 


HOLLpWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  More  precious 
man  trold.  Diarrlioea,  dysentery,  and  cholera  are,  throu-'h  the 
summers  heat,  carrying  off  the  young,  as  the  winters  cold 
ttestioys  the  aged.  In  the  most  acute  case,  where  the  internal 
medicines  cannot  be  retained,  the  greatest  relief  will  immedi- 
ately result  from  rubbing  HoUoway's  soothing  Ointment  over 
the  abdomen.  Ihe  friction  should  be  frequent  and  brisk  to 
insure  the  penetration  of  a  large  portion  of  the  unguent  This 
Ointment  calms  the  excited  peristaltic  action  and  soothes  the 
pam.  Both  vomiting  and  griping  yield  to  it ;  where  fruit  or 
vegetables  have  originated  the  malady,  it  is  proper  to  remove 
a^l  indigested  matter  from  the  bowels  by  a  moderate  dose  of 
flolloway  s  Pills  before  using  the  Ointment. 


MAROONED  ANGLERS. 

Belleville,  Ont. 

Editoe,  American  Field, — We  had  spent  a  very 
pleasant  day  and  I  was  busily  engaged  in  cleaning  fish, 
while  my  two  girl  cousins  were  getting  the  rest  of  the 
supper  ready,  when  B  exclaimed  : 

"  The  boat  is  gone  I  " 

Now,  to  explain  matters,  we  were  on  a  small  island, 
about  a  half-mile  from  shore  each  way,  and  as  it  was 
early  in  the  season,  May  24,  there  was  very  little 
chance  of  anyone  coming  out  that  night,  for  it  was 
nearly  sundown  and  the  lighthouse  tender  had  lit  his 
lamp  some  time  before  and  gone  ashore.  The  truant 
boat  evidently  had  been  rocked  loose  by  the  swells 
from  a  passing  steamer,  was  gliding  slowly  but  surely 
down  the  bay,  and  was  already  about  two  hundred 
yards  away. 

Something  must  be  done,  and  that  quickly;  so  I 
pulled  off  my  boots  and  vest  and  started  after  the 
boat.  I  counted  myself  a  pretty  fair  swimmer  and 
had  derided  the  advice  of  the  girls,  namely,  to  peel  off 
the  rest  of  my  clothes  and  take  a  board  with  me ;  but 
I  soon  found  I  could  not  gain  much  on  the  runaway 
craft,  as  quite  a  sea  was  coming  up,  and  the  water 
was  so  cold  I  got  chilled  and  feared  cramp,  so  I 
turned  and  tried  to  make  a  reef  that  lay  some 
distance  below  the  island.  But  the  sea  was  too  strong 
for  me,  and  I  was  getting  rattled  and  drowning  fast 
when  my  feet  touched  bottom,  and  by  a  great  effort  I 
followed  the  bar  ashore,  and  for  a  few  minutes  had  to 
lie  down  and  gasp,  so  done  out  was  I. 

The  girls  had  watched  me  from  the  point  of  the 
island,  and  I  could  hear  them  plainly,  although  the 
wind,  which  had  come  up  to  a  gale,  prevented  them 
from  hearing  me,  even  if  I  had  regained  the  strength 

to  shout.    I  saw  C         take  a  piece  of  board  and 

launch  it  from  the  north  side  of  the  island,  and,  so 
soon  as  she  was  sure  which  current  took  it,  she  shouted 
that  they  would  send  me  some  grub  and  matches  on  a 
raft,  also  the  rest  of  my  clothes.  This  was  done,  and 
by  wading  out  I  captured  it  all  right,  and  discovered 
that  the  dear  girls  had  found  a  flask  of  whisky  in  my 
tackle  box  and  had  sent  that  also.  While  there  was 
no  shelter  on  my  place  of  refuge,  only  a  few  large 
rocks,  there  was  a  little  driftwood,  and  I  soon  had  a 
fire  going  and  got  off  my  wet  clothes  and  put  them  to 
drying,  while  I  sat,  wrapped  in  a  coat  and  a  shawl,  of 

which  B  had  deprived  herself. 

By  this  time  it  was  quite  dark  and  we  had  given  up 
all  hopes  of  rescue  before  morning,  so,  as  there  was  a 
good  shanty  and  plenty  of  hay  on  the  island,  the  girls 
turned  in  ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  cold  that  woke  me  up 
more  than  once  after  I  had  burnt  all  my  wood,  I  slept 
pretty  well,  and  only  woke  up  when  a  steamer  came 
along  about  six  o'clock. 

Shortly  afterward  a  boat  was  rowed  up  and  it 
proved  to  be  my  own,  which  had  drifted  ashore  some 
three  miles  down  the  bay,  and,  as  it  happened,  where 
a  friend  of  mine  had  recognised  it  and  he  had  started 
to  hunt  us  up. 

The  girls  had  begun  to  get  breakfast  ready  when  we 
arrived  at  the  island,  and  we  started  duly  for  and 
reached  home  none  the  worse  for  our  adventure, 
having  had  an  experience  none  of  us  will  ever  forget. 

Bbistol  in  the  American  Field. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

19,078.  Fish  Hooks.  Patentee:  S.  Allcock  (trading 
as  Allcock  &  Co.),  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch.  The  point  of  the  hook  is  made 
longer  than  usual,  and  is  turned  outwards 
from  the  plane  of  the  hook.  Lightness  is 
secured  by  using  a  fine  wire  flattened  at 
the  sides. 

4682.    Samuel  Emslie,  20,  Barrack-street,  Dundee. 

Improvements  in  or  relating  to  lock-fast 
joints  for  fishing  rods  and  the  like. 

4921.  Emmerich  Markovits  and  Priedrich  Guth- 
mann,  18,  Buckingham-street,  Strand.  A 
new  or  improved  process  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  preparation  for  preserving  meat, 
fish,  game  and  the  like. 

5082.  John  Hodgson  Lee,  115,  Cannon-street,  E.C. 

Improvements  in  artificial  spinning  fishing- 
bait. 

20,089.  Fishing.  Patentee :  J.  Baxter,  Granton- 
square,  Granton,  N.B.  Trawling-gear.  To 
adjust  an  otter-board  to  the  direction  of  the 
pull  the  tow-rope  is  fastened  to  the  end 
of  a  pivoted  arm  secured  adjustably  by  a 
pin  in  a  strap  pivoted  to  the  board.  The 
ends  of  the  board  may  be  reversed. 
6080.  John  William  Reffitt,  158,  Woodsley-road, 
Leeds.  An  improved  reel  or  winch  for 
fishing  lines. 

6271.  Frederick  George  Heath,  of  Colmore-row, 
Birmingham.  A  detachable  fishing  float 
with  "caps"  or  "clips." 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


G.  R.  Ramsey. — The  reply  sent  to  you  came  back 
marked  "  Not  known"  by  the  Post  Office. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebltor. 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  f<yr  the  opinions 
expressed  by  ow  Correspondents.} 


THE  FRESH-WATER  FISHERY  ACT. 
Dear  Sm,— With  the  advent  of  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish,  the  vexed  question  arises  of  how  and  by 
whom  has  the  Act  to  be  enforced.    We  in  Yorkshire 
have  a  Fishery  Board  with  the  power,  but  not  the 
funds,  to  set  the  law  in  motion,  for  although  the 
Board  derive  a  good  round  sum  from  the  sale  of  trout 
licences— a  great  many,  in  fact  the  majority,  of  which 
are  taken  out  by  the  coarse  fish  angler,  who  very 
rarely,  if  ever,  catch  a  trout— yet  we  are  told  that  the 
funds  so  derived  can  only  be  applied  to  the  protection 
of  salmon  and  trout.    But  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  it 
is  the  law  as  it  stands,  and  not  the  Fishery  Board, 
which  is  to  blame  for  the  one-sided  application  of  the 
funds  derived  from  both  the  trout  angler  and  the 
coarse  fisherman.     Captain  Key,  a  member  of  the 
Board,  a  gentleman  who  has  repeatedly  pointed  out 
the  injustice  that  is  meted  out  to  the  coarse  fish 
angler,  again  alluded  to  the  injustice  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Board,  but  added  that  they  (the 
Board)  had  no  other  alternative,  but  he  thought  it 
might  be  altered  if  that  Board  and  kindred  boards 
made  a  move  and  altered  the  Fresh  Water  Fishery 
Act.    And  so  it  might  be  if  the  angling  associations  of 
the  country,  or  even  of  Yorkshire,  awoke  and  bestirred 
themselves  to  have  the  Act  altered  and  the  law 
amended  to  give  even  more  stringent  protection  to 
coarse  fish  than  is  at  present  allowed,  but  in  the  mean- 
time the  question  might  properly  be  asked,  Has  the 
present  law  to  be  allowed  to  lay  in  a  state  of  dormancy 
when  at  a  very  little  additional  cost  it  might  be  set  in 
motion  to  protect  that  which  gives  pleasure  and  sport 
to  thousands  of  working  men  anglers  all  over  the 
country  ?    In  fishing  the  Yorkshire  rivers  we  are  com- 
pelled to  take  out  a  trout  licence,  to  be  on  the  safe 
side  of  the  law,  even  if  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  and  on 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  these  licences  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board  depends  for  its  very  existence. 
If  then  we  have  to  maintain  this  Board  for  the  pro- 
tection of  salmon  and  trout,  why  not  travel  a  little 
further  and  find  the  means  to  enable  it  to  use  its 
power  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish  ?    It  has  the 
power,  and  is  willing  to  use  it  if  a  guarantee  be  given 
to  meet  the  costs,  if  any,  in  any  prosecution  the  Board 
may  take  up  for  selling,  exposing  for  sale,  and  the 
taking  of  coarse  fish  during  the  close  time.    If  the 
various  angling  associations  of  Yorkshire  would  com- 
bine to  give  this  guarantee  the  cost  would  be  a  mere 
bagatelle,  and  would  not  amount  to  above  Id.,  2d.,  or, 
at  the  outside,  3d.  per  year  per  member,  and  by  the 
addition  of  this  insignificant  sum  we  should  then 
have  a  board  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish  as  well 
as  trout.    At  least  that  is  the  opinion  of  yours  truly, 
Leeds.  G.  T.  0. 


THE  TAW  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Deae  Sir,— The  letter  that  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  last  week  by  "  Old  Barumite  "  is  undoubtedly 
written  by  some  jealous  tradesman.  He  commences 
by  saying  that  he  is  glad  to  see  an  association  formed 
for  preserving  and  fishing  the  Taw,  and  then  goes  on  to 
write  about  what  (in  his  own  words)  he  knows  nothing 
about ;  for  a  person  who  has  only  heard  of  the  sport, 
also  has  given  it  up  for  years,  surely  is  not  an  authority 
on  the  matter.  I  think  he  must  be  one  of  the  stay-at- 
home  sportsmen.  If  he  had  followed  up  our  local 
papers  he  would  have  seen  an  account  of  the  forming  of 
the  association  without  going  abroad  for  news.  Re- 
specting the  rights  of  it,  if  he  will  only  be  man  enough 
to  apply  to  our  hon.  secretary  or  myself  in  his  proper 
name,  we  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to  present  him 
with  a  book  of  rules. 

As  regards  the  particulars  that  appeared  in  my 
letter  last  week,  I  challenge  him  or  anyone  else  to 
disprove.  It  is  true,  as  "  Old  Barumite  "  says,  that 
the  catches  are  uncertain,  but  I  think  the  modern 
angler  will  agree  that  that  is  where  the  sport  comes 
in. — Yours  truly,  J.  West. 

Taw  Vale  Hotel,  Barnstaple. 

[We  agree  with  Mr.  West  that  if  "  Barumite  "  wants 
to  attack  his  townsmen,  he  should  do  so  under  his 
own  name  ;  if  there  is  one  thing  we  dislike  more  than 
another,  it  is  the  anonymous  attack,  but  it  is  most 
difficult  to  keep  them  out  of  a  correspondence. — Ed.] 

BASS  AND  MULLET  FISHING  AT 
BARNSTAPLE. 

Deab  Sib,— Will  "  Secretary  "  kindly  tell  us  where 
those  21b.  to  121b.  bass  are  caught?  Is  it  with  rod 
and  line  or  with  the  nets  in  the  estuary  ?  I  am  aware 
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at  Instow,  when  the  tides  come  in,  fish  are  caught 
from  a  boat  with  flies  and  spinners,  but  do  not  think 
that  so  large  a  size  are  caught.  And  as  for  mullet, 
etc.,  I  used  to  go  for  them,  but  the  average  was  Jib. — 
of  course  with  a  big  one  sometimes,  but  rarely.  I 
found  a  boat,  when  used  in  the  large  Tawton  pit,  was 
a  sure  frightener  when  moved,  but  as  mullet  are  on 
the  move  continually  the  shore  was  the  right  spot  to 
fish  from  with  an  18  ft.  rod  and  fine  tackle ;  and  as 
they  are  to  be  best  caught  about  mid-river,  a  light 
shotted  line  and  float  should  be  used  with  a  rag- worm. 
They  are  very  tender  in  the  mouth  ;  great  care  is 
to  be  used  when  they  take  the  worm,  and  strike  when 
they  are  moving  away.  They  take  best  just  as  the 
tide  goes  out  and  high  tides,  but  I  fear  the  first  catch 
with  rod  and  line  will  bring  the  noted  small-mesh 
nets  on  the  spot,  and  then  good-bye  to  them  for  the 
week.— Yours  truly,  Old  Babumite. 

P.S. — No  permission  to  fish  required. 

INNERLEITHEN  FREE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,— I  was  quite  delighted  with  "March 
Brown's"  letter  anent  the  above,  and  am  sure— at 
least  the  wish  is  father  to  the  thought — that  many 
border  men  this  side  the  Tweed  would  willingly  con- 
tribute towards  the  initial  expenses  of  such  an  associa- 
tion. I  have  visited  the  Annan,  Dumfriesshire,  for 
several  years  each  autumn  for  salmon  fishing,  but 
would  never  do  so  again  had  I  the  privilege  of  fishing 
the  charming  Tweed,  which  I  do  visit  every  year  for 
trout.  Hurry  up  Mr.  Anderson,  and  you  will  have  an 
exodus  of  fair  fishermen  in  the  autumn.  The  charges 
will  be  all  right,  so  long  as  the  fish  are  present  and 
the  unfair  fishermen  absent. — Yours  truly, 

Manchester.  W.  Cuthbertson. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  EDINBURGH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  some  corre- 
spondent can  direct  me  to  some  decent  trout  fishing 
(free  or  otherwise)  within  easy  distance  of  Edinburgh. 
Being  kept  closely  at  business  during  the  week  I  am  only 
free  after  1  p.m.  on  Saturday.  Should  be  glad  to  join 
a  club  if  by  that  means  I  could  the  more  readily  enjoy 
an  occasional  afternoon's  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Londoner. 


GOOD  SPORT  ON  LOUGH  MASK  AT  EASTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  am  sending  you  report  of 
fishing  on  Lough  Mask,  Clonbur,  eo.  Galway,  Ireland, 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  and  which  I 
promised  to  report  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishermen  in 
the  district. 

Two  friends,  Mr.  W.  C.  Grew  and  Mr.  E.  Grice,  and 
myself  staying  with  Pat  Summerville,  Kilbride  Lodge, 
Clonbur,  and  fishing  with  him  for  a  week  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  took  sixty-eight  trout  and  one  pike. 

A  good  number  of  the  trout  weighed  over  21b.  each, 
the  best  brace  weighing  51b.  2oz.,  all  caught  spinning 
on  Phantoms  and  Devons. — Yours  truly, 

Birmingham.  J.  W.  Floeance. 


THE  CRAYFISH  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  see  that  you  in  your  most  in- 
teresting communication  about  the  crayfish  disease 
and  its  effect  on  fishes,  are  rather  uncertain  as  to  the 
appearance  of  the  crayfish  epidemic  here.  So  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  (though  I  expect  you 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  better  informed 
correspondents),  the  epidemic  began  at  Staines  and 
worked  up  the  Thames,  and  thence  up  the  tributaries, 
killing  every  crayfish  in  streams  like  the  Cherwell  and 
Thame,  so  that  for  some  years  the  making  of  crayfish 
pots  was  a  dead  industry.  They  turned  quite  red  and 
fell  out  of  their  holes,  and  lay  in  a  red  line  along  the 
bottom,  as  I  have  seen  myself.  In  places,  when  the 
water-weed  was  pulled  out  some  time  after,  it  was  full 
of  crayfish  shells  and  claws,  just  as  one  sees  seaweed 
in  places  full  of  little  crabs'  backs  and  claws.  It  went 
up  the  canal  above  Oxford  I  know,  and,  I  hear, 
travelled  right  up  above  the  navigable  part  of  the 
Thames.  How  far  it  affected  the  crayfish  up  the  Ock 
I  do  not  know,  but  I  was  told  by  a  veteran  Berkshire 
sportsman,  who  is  an  adept  at  everything  from  fox- 
hunting to  crayfish  catching,  that  he  caught  1000  one 
night  last  summer  in  the  Ock. — Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  Cornish. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cornish.— Ed.] 

HOW  TO  TAN  A  DRAW  NET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent : — Take 
of  gum  catechu  in  the  proportion  of  Jib.  to  the  gallon 
of  water,  boil  until  all  dissolved,  then  add  sulphate  of 
copper  in  the  proportion  of  Joz.  to  the  gallon.  With- 
draw the  fire  and  put  in  your  net,  and  let  it  stay  for 
twelve,  or,  better,  twenty-four,  hours.  Let  the  solution 
be  boiling  when  the  net  is  put  in. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  Willia^i  Hearder. 


bait  recommended — namely,  "  red  woollen  cloth  dipt  in 
melted  tallow  or  oil."  Beef  is  also  recommended,  "  if 
stinking  none  the  worse."  The  writer  says  that  the 
fish  to  be  caught  are  whiting,  haddock,  codling, 
mackerel,  flat-fish,  and  very  rarely  pilchards  in  the 
West.  As  I  have  previously  mentioned  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  have  found  fish  oils  attractive  as  bait  when 
mixed  with  paste,  though  the  difficulty  is  to  keep  them 
on  the  hook ;  the  red  cloth  dodge  seems  worth  a  trial. 
The  style  of  fishing  the  author  alludes  to  is  that  of 
throwing  out  a  line  from  the  beach  with  a  heavy  lead 
at  the  end  and  hooks  at  intervals  ahove  it. — Yours 
truly,  Edwin  Gosling. 


FISHING  AT  HASTINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  at  Hastings  and 
near — fresh  and  salt — and  what  fish  are  likely  to  be 
caught,  and  oblige  ? — Y'ours  truly,    L.  Gauntlett. 


A  QUEER  BAIT. 
Dear  Sir,— In  an  old  work  entitled  "  The  Compleat 
Fisherman,"  published  in  1724,  I  find  the  following 


THE  MUSSEL  BAIT  SPINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  that  any  improvement  in 
spinning  baits  would  interest  you  and  readers  of  your 
paper,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  you  completed 
specimens  of  an  idea  that  I  have  been  working  at  for 
some  time  and  recently  brought  to  perfection.  The 
following  short  sketch  shows  how  the  ;idea  originated, 
and  the  drawing  illustrates  the  matured  idea. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  spinning  in  one  of  the  New 
Zealand  rivers  for  kahawai,  a  fish  that  runs  up  to  81b. 
or  91b.,  and  used  to  be  called  the  New  Zealand  salmon, 
though  it  had  no  right  to  the  title,  it  being  only  a 
game  fish  that  ran  up  from 
the  sea.  not  of  the  salmon 
tribe.  I  was  using  ordinary 
spinning  bait — minnow  and 
spoons — and  the  Maoris  or 
natives  laughed  at  me,  saying 
their  bait  was  better  than 
mine.  I  tried  theirs  and  cer- 
tainly caught  more  fish.  The 
bait  was  simply  the  helix  of  a 
shell  called  a  Paua,  or  Venus's 
Ear.  Since  then  I  have  tried 
oyster  shells  cut  into  spoons 
and  fcund  tliem  deadly,  but 
last  year  I  tried  mussels, 
merely  interlocking  the  shells 
of  a  pair,  notching  the  same 
to  fit  into  each  other,  lacing 
them  together  with  wire  and 
fitting  them  with  ordinary 
treble  hooks.  The  result  is  a 
bait  that  lias  extraordinary 
attractions  for  salmon,  trout, 
pike,  etc.  The  shells  locked 
together  form  portion  of  a 
double-threaded  screw,  and 
revolve  briskly  and  evenly, 
while  the  neutral  tint  of  the 
outside  of  the  shells  contrast 
vividly  with  the  nacre,  or 
mother-of-pearl,  on  the  in- 
side, one  of  nature's  blends. 
The  good  point  of  this  mussel  bait  is  that  fish  seem  to 
take  it  when  they  will  look  at  nothing  else.  The  bad 
point  is  that  when  a  fish  is  hooked  he  generally  breaks 
up  the  shells.  This  is  expensive,  but  when  people  go 
to  big  expenses  in  renting  fishings,  etc.,  this  extra,  as 
it  catches  fish,  is  not  worth  consideration  ;  and  though 
I  find  the  natural  mussel  much  the  best  I  also  have 
made  imitations  in  metal  (German  silver  for  choice  as 
it  takes  colouring  better).  These  do  not  break,  and  a 
noticeable  feature  in  these  imitations  is  an  air-tight 
chamber  where  the  metal  shells  interlock;  this  in- 
creases the  buoyancy  of  the  bait  when  in  the  water, 
and  reduces  the  tendency  of  the  bait  to  hang  down 
out  of  the  horizontal  while  being  pulled  through  the 
water.  These  baits  are  being  supplied  by  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores,  Messrs.  Parlow  &  Co.,  Strand,  Peek 
&  Son,  Gray's  Inn-road,  and  Gillett,  Fetter-lane ;  also 
wholesale  by  John  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm-grove,  Peckham,  S.E. 
—Yours  faithfully,  John  H.  Lee. 

[Mr.  Lee  called  to  show  me  his  invention,  and  I 
must  say  I  like  the  look  of  it  very  much  ;  it  is  not 
expensive,  and  I  think  no  angler  for  salmon,  trout, 
pike,  or  other  fish  which  takes  a  spinning  bait  will 
regret  adding  this  very  ingenious  and  natural  "  artifi- 
cial "  to  his  collection. — Ed.] 


Mb.  Lee's  Mussel 
Bait  Spinner. 


A  RIVER  STOCKING  INQUIRY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  anxious  to  have  your  opinion  as 
to  whether  you  would  advise  stocking  a  river  of  about 
five  miles  (with  an  abundance  of  natural  feeding)  with 
two  year  or  three-year-old  trout  ?  Do  you  think  the 
older  fish  are  more  liable  to  work  up-stream  than  the 
younger,  or  the  reverse  ?  The  reason  I  trouble  you  on 
this  matter  is  that  I  have  been  stocking  Lord  Dun- 
raven's  water  on  th£  river  Maigue  for  some  years  past 


with  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  and  I  am  now  think-  j 
ing  of  making  more  ponds  to  retain  the  fish  for  another  } 
year  if  I  can  be  satisfied  that  the  older  ;fish  will  be  a  ( 
marked  advantage. — Yours  truly, 

Adare,  Limerick.  R.  B.  Ballingal. 

[My  experience  is  that  if  there  is  plenty  of  food  and 
also  cover  brown  trout  (S.  fario)  will  remain  in  the 
water  they  are  put  in  until  the  spawning  season 
comes  on,  and  then  they  will  go  up  to  the  first  suitable 
gravelly  streams.  If  three-year-old  fish  have  been  fed 
all  the  time  artificially,  they  will  probably  not  do  so 
well  as  two-year-olds  which  have  had  to  hunt  for 
their  living  in  rearing  ponds  well  supplied  with 
natural  food.  I  should  advise  my  correspondent  to 
try  the  experiment  with  a  limited  number  of  marked 
fish.— Ed.] 


ANGLING  ON  THE  CORRIB  RIVER. 

Dear  Sib, — An  exciting  run  and  remarkable  incident 
are  reported  from  the  Corrib  River,  Galway.  Fishing 
th  ere  on  Saturday,  March  29,  with  prawn,  Colonel 
Wetherell  hooked  a  large  salmon.  After  playing  it 
for  over  half-an-hour  in  that  part  of  the  river  known 
as  the  "  Drain,"  the  fish  made  down  stream  towards  the 
centre  arch  of  the  bridge.  By  skilful  manipulating  it 
was  induced  to  come  up  again  to  about  one  hundred 
yards  above  the  bridge,  when  it  again  made  a  dash 
down  the  river,  this  time  passing  through  the  south 
arch  of  the  bridge  and  underneath  two  eel  platforms. 
The  run  now  became  very  exciting,  as  the  rod  had  to 
be  passed  under  both  platforms.  This  was  actively  f 
and  cleverly  accomplished  by  the  professional  anglers, 
the  fish  still  heading  down  stream.  After  a  hard  and 
exciting  run  it  was  eventually  landed  before  the  Weir 
House,  and  was  a  beauty  weighing  32Jlb.  It  was  then  , 
discovered  that  the  salmon  had  a  large  phantom 
minnow  in  its  mouth  with  minnow  trace  attached, 
and  that  on  this  last  occasion  it  had  not  taken  the 
bait  at  all  but  that  the  hook  had  got  fixed  to  the 
minnow  tackle.  It  was  the  third  time  the  fish  had 
been  hooked  and  run  within  the  last  eight  days.  On 
Saturday  (March  22)  it  was  hooked  by  a  Mr.  Sharpe 
with  a  phantom  minnow,  and  after  running  it  for 
about  half-an-hour  he  lost  it  by  the  gut  breaking,  the 
minnow  being  left  in  the  salmon's  mouth  with  about 
three  feet  of  gut  attached.  On  Wednesday  (March  26) 
the  same  fish  was  hooked  by  another  gentleman  and 
played  for  forty  minutes,  and  lost  when  nearing  the 
gaii.  The  incident  is  all  the  more  remarkable  as  the 
river  is  at  present  in  flood. — Yours  truly. 

The  Fishery.  W.  N.  Milnk. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, —  Several  letters  on  the  above  subject 
have  appeared  in  your  columns  recently,  and  as  some 
of  them  are  calculated  to  convey  a  wrong  impression, 
I  venture  to  add  the  following  qualifications. 

The  fishing  has  been  described  as  "  good,"  and  the 
early  spring  fishing  as  "very  good."  As  one  who 
regularly  fishes  the  lake  once  a  week,  I  certainly 
think  both  terms  need  considerable  modification. 

With  a  good  breeze  the  fishing  is  occasionally  "very 
good  "  on  likely  daj's  in  the  May  Ply  season,  but  even 
then  only  in  particular  places,  which  are  often  found 
more  by  luck  than  by  judgment.  While  the  May  Fly 
lasts,  however,  the  fishing  is  often  "good,"  and  always 
"very  fair."  At  the  same  time  the  best  fish  are 
invariably  taken  on  the  minnow,  trolling  at  night. 

In  March  or  April — as,  indeed,  at  other  times — 
success  depends  almost  entirely  upon  whether  you  are 
a  "  man  who  goes  fishing  "  or  a  "  fisherman  "  If  the 
latter,  you'll  probably  catch  fish,  and  will  consider 
the  fishing  very  fair. 

The  killing  flies  are  limited  to  halt  a  dozen  patterns, 
or  even  fewer,  but  "size"  is  everything.  In  spring 
fish  rise  best  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  frequently 
come  provokingly  "  short." 

Pishing  reports  are  often  misleading,  and  those 
Windermere  share  the  common  failing.  Twice  this 
week  local  papers  have  recorded  catches  which  were 
not  made  in  the  lake  at  all,  but  in  preserved  water 
running  out  of  it,  and  also  have  given  equal  promin- 
ence to  catches  made  by  professional  boatmen.  Such 
reports  are  copied  by  other  papers  and  disappointment 
results.  A  case  in  point  is  that  of  the  7lb.  trout  given 
in  your  issue  of  March  29.  The  fish  (whose  weight  is 
over  estimated)  was  taken  by  a  professional  char-man 
fishing  with  plumb-line  in  the  middle  of  the  lake. 

In  reply  to  "  Fly  Rod,"  I  may  say  that  "  fair  sport 
with  the  fly  may  be  depended  on,"  and  that  the  best 
season  is  towards  end  of  May.  If  your  correspondent 
will  give  me  his  address,  I  will  gladly  furnish  him 
with  all  the  information  he  needs  as  to  hotels, 
charges,  etc. — which  can  be  better  done  privately  than 
publicly — and  will  also  send  him  patterns  of  the  best 
flies  to  use. 

If  he  wants  a  most  enjoyable  holiday,  at  a  very 
reasonable  cost,  with  very  fair  fishing,  and  a  perfect 
environment,  he  should  certainly  give  Windermere  a 
trial. — Yours  sincerely,  Wm.  H.  Pearpall. 

Dalton  in-Furness. 


Apjril  19,  1902 
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NOTICES, 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  275.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  VV.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stal  s,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
J  ackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc.,  should  be  addressee 
to  K.  B.  Marstox,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Fishino 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


New  Way  of  Killing  Ducks. 
The  follo'wiijg  copy  of  a  review  in  that  most 
excellent  American  literary  paper,  The  Nation, 
contains  much  the  best  shooting  story  which  I 
have  seen  for  a  long  time.  I  know  many  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  fond  of  shooting  as  well 
as  fishing,  and  they  will  appreciate  this  new  way 
of  killing  ducks  :  — 

"  American  Duck  SJiooting.  By  George  Bird  Grinnell. 

Forest  and  Stream  Pubiishiug  Co. 

"This  comprehensive  treatise  is  another  addition 
to  the  literature  of  wild-fowl  shooting,  which  now 
assumes  such  large  proportions.  While  the  author 
does  not,  with  one  exception,  advance  any  novel 
theories  in  regard  to  this  form  of  sport,  yet  under  a 
single  cover  he  brings  together  a  mass  of  information, 
and  his  conclusions  may  be  said  to  be  final.  He  gives 
a  complete  history  of  the  duck  family  from  swans  to 
fish-ducks,  each  species  accompanied  by  an  accurate 
portrait  by  Mr.  Edwin  Sheppard,  than  whom  no  one 
IS  more  competent,  technically,  to  undertake  the  task. 
This  is  followed  by  an  account  of  the  various  methods 
employed  in  wild-fowl  shooting,  with  a  dissertation  on 
duck-guns  and  the  mechanical  devices  used  in  the 
pursuit. 

In  the  last  section  of  his  book,  Mr.  Grinnell 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


Under  the  pleasant  presidency  of  Mr.  Senior  the 
Piscatorial  Society  had  a  delightful  annual  dinner 
last  Monday  in  the  society's  fine  room  at  the 
Molborn  Restaurant.  Many  ladies  were  present 
and  greatly  enjoyed  the  evening,  and  appreciated 
the  vice-chairman's  (Mr.  Zaehnsdorf)  happy  idea  of 
presentmg  each  with  rich  sprays  of  forget-me-not 
and  gloire  de  Dijon  roses. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Fly 
Fishers  Club  on  Thursday,  April  10,  when  there 
was  a  large  muster  of  members,  Mr.  Hedley  F 
iN orris,  the  hon.  librarian  of  the  club,  was  unani- 
mously elected  President  for  the  year.  Mr.  Norris 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of  the  club, 
and  under  his  rule  continued  success  is  assured. 

J.  B,  Pace's  "  Scroll  Cut  Twist." 
In  response  to  some  inquiries  about  a  mild  and 
good  tobacco  mentioned  by  a  correspondent  in  the 
f;ishing  Gazette  he  informs  me  that  Pace's  "  Scroll 
Cut  Twist  can  be  had  from  G.  E.  Johnson 
Havana  House,  Upton-on-Sevem.  Price  lis.  6d  a 
pound,  post  free,  taking  a  pound. 

Crests,  Medals,  and  Ribbons  of  the 
British  Army. 
Messrs.  Gale  and  Polden,  of  London  and  Alder- 
^ni.'  ^,^^\brought  out  in  most  attractive  form 
coloured  sheets  folded  in  wrappers,  of  "The 
Official  Crests  of  the  British  Army  now  in  Daily 
Use  and  the  "  Official  Medals  and  Ribbons  of  the 
Brit  sh  Army  from  1800  to  the  Present  Dav,"  each 
amon.  ^^r"  ^  ^^'Se  sale  for  these 

fi  .T^'' for  crest  and  scrap  albums 
as  well  as  those  who  will  like  to  possess  such  very 
mterestmg  memorials  of  the  glorious  deeds  of  the 
f"if  f^^:.  ^^f^^^^-  Gale  and  Polden  are  doing 
^cellent  na  lonal  work  in  the  production  of  so 
many  valuable  books  for  and  about  our  soldiers. 

vitr.  ^^T'^  ^"""f'  °^  ^m^ell  Magna 

^.shery.mformsme  that  through  mv  note  in  the 
offiy  feeentlyhe  has  secured  the  services 

aLlicatSs.  P'^^^^"* 


devotes  a  chapter  to  an  unexpected  peril  which 
menaces  some  of  the  members  of  the  duck  family. 
This  discovery  dates  only  from  1894 ;  consequently,' 
alarm  has  not  as  yet  developed  into  a  panic  among 
gunners  of  shallow-feeding  wild-fowl,  to  which  it 
particularly  refers.  According  to  Mr.  Grinnell,  on 
certain  feeding  grounds  of  swan,  geese,  and  ducks, 
where  they  are  decoyed,  '  each  season  great  quantities 
of  shot  are  fired  ....  Much  of  it  falls  on  the  feeding- 
grounds  of  the  wild-fowl.  In  feeding,  geese,  ducks, 
and  swans— whether  by  accident  or  design— take  into 
the  stomach,  with  sand,  gravel,  and  food,  more  or 
less  of  this  shot.  When  the  shot  has  passed  into  the 
gizzard  it  is  subjected  to  the  same  grinding  process  as 
grain,  grass,  or  other  food,  and,  being  softer  than  the 
sand,  it  is  ground  into  minute  particles.  These  fine 
particles,  acted  on  by  the  acid  of  the  digestive  organs, 
yield  a  soluble  lead  salt,  which,  being  absorbed^into 
the  general  system,  causes  death.' 

"  Heretofore  those  who  have  shot  wild-fowl  have 
been  under  the  impression  that  the  only  form  of  lead 
poisoning  to  which  the  birds  are  subject  comes  from  a 
well-aimed  gun,  and  is  usually  fatal.  If  Mr.  Grinnell's 
theory,  however,  is  correct,  the  most  inaccurate  shot, 
by  firing  pellets  of  lead  over  the  feeding-grounds  of 
wild-fowl,  may  create  as  much  havoc  as  does  the  most 
skilful  gunner." 

It  is  a  good  thing  we  anglers  do  not  have  to  use 
lead  hooks  !  We  have  the  consolation  of  knowing 
that  it  a  fish  swallows  our  steel  hook  and  gets  off 
with  it  it  will  only  do  him  good — his  gastric  juice 
is  so  strong  the  steel  is  dissolved  in  a  very  short 

time,  and  it  acts  like  a  tonic— braces  up  the  fish  

and  next  time  you  hook  him  he'll  Ibreak  your  rod 
as  well  as  your  line.  It's  not  all  of  angling  to 
angle— unless  you  have  a  "  Hercules  "  cast  and  a 
"  double  built  steel  centre." 


after  their  descent  to  the  sea.  Not  only  would 
many  of  the  kelta  return  at  a  different  time  of 
year,  but  they  might,  and  in  all  probability  would, 
j^^'^—^^  the  greater  part  of  them  would— in 
difierent  years  to  the  smolts.  One  great  objection 
to  placing  smolts  in  the  Thames  above  Oxford 
would  be  that  large  quantities  of  them  would  be 
eaten  up  by  pike,  perch,  and  even  large  chub  and 
barbel  during  their  stay  in  the  river  and  descent  of 
over  100  miles  to  the  estuary.  We  do  not  even'yet 
know  what  proportion  of  salmon  return  to  their 
river  of  birth,  but  the  salmon  marking  operations 
which  have  been  carried  on  in  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, and  of  which  particulars  will  no  doubt  soon 
be  made  public,  are  likely  to  throw  considerable 
light  on  the  subject." 

What  an  extraordinary  suggestion.  If  the  smolts 
ever  got  to  the  sea  with  thekelts  it  would  probably 
be  tnside  them.  R.  b.  Marston. 


Sea-fishing  in  the  Channel  Islands. 
Sea-fishing  in  the  Channel  Islands  is  not  as  good 
as  it  was.  A  friend  resident  there  says  :  "  There  is 
really  no  good  sea-fishing  in  the  Channel  Islands 
now,  though  occasionally  one  hears  of  a  good 
isolated  catch,  say,  of  bass.  There  are,  however 
plenty  of  pollack,  and  I  have  had  some  fair  grey 
mullet  off  the  rocks  in  the  autumn.  For  these, 
however,  you  must  ground-bait  persistently  for 
some  days  in  advance." 

"  Kelts  as  Smolt  Leaders." 
X.,  in  the  Field,  says:  "A  writer  in  one  of  the 
morning  papers  makes  the  somewhat  remarkable 
suggestion  that  the  most  likely  way  to  restore  the 
Thames  to  its  former  state  as  a  salmon  river  would 
be  to  purchase  a  large  number  of  living  kelts  and 
place  them  in  the  Thames  along  with  a  supply  of 
smolts  at  some  spot  higher  up  the  river  than 
Oxford.    This  was  recommended  on  the  grounds 
that  the  kelts  might  be  expected  to  lead  back  the 
smolts  when  they  had  become  grilse  at  a  later 
period,  for  they  are  somewhat  gregarious,  and  the 
largest  salmon  usually  lead  the  rest  back  to  their 
native  rivers.    It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  foundation  there  is  for  this  idea,  for,  taking 
salmon  rivers  generally,  the  largest  fish  come  in 
early  spring,  then  come  the  grilse,  more  or  less  by 
themselves,   m   summer,   followed   by  the  late 
spawners  in  autumn.     I  should  not,  therefore, 
expect  to  find  that  the  kelts,  which  had  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  smolts  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Oxford,  accompanying  them  back  to  the  river 


THE  AULD  FISHER  TAE  HIS 
DOCHTER. 

(Amico  dilectissimo  E.  M.  Ton.) 

"  Come,  rax  me  doon  ma  rod,  Jean,  an'  hand  me 

oot  ma  reel ! 
Gae  fetch  me  oot  the  auld  flee-buik  that  saired 

me  lang  an'  weel ! 
It's  no'  for  me  tae  cast  the  flee,  or  cunning 

troots  tae  wile ; 
But  I  wad  fain  be  yoimg  again  in  fancy  for  a 
while. 

"  For  oh !  I'm  failing  fast,  Jean  I   Wae's  me,  I'm 

aging  fast ! 

There's  nae  mair  pith  or  fire  in  me,  I  bow  before 

the  blast ! 

The  moth  an'  rust  hae  turned  tae  dust  fu'  mony 

a  bonnie  flee. 
An'  I  am  like  the  lave,  lass,  smie  useless  dust 

tae  lee. 

"Ma  wand  is  warped  an'  twisted,  Jean,  the  tap 

is  sairly  bent; 
An'  I  am  bowed  an'  frail  as  weel— we  baith  are 

fairly  shent; 

But  we  hae  aft  in  spring-tide  saft,  by  mony  a 

stream  an'  weil, 
Ta'en  skelpin  troot  Tweed's  waters  oot,  an'  filled 

yon  muckle  creel. 

"Wae's  me!    that  creel's  past  use,  Jean,  it's 

battered  sair  an'  worn, 
It  wadna'  baud  a  parr  noo,  sae  waefully  it's  torn. 
Yet  weel  I  mind  ye'd  seldom  find  that  creel  was 

toom  at  e'en. 
Be  waters  high  or  weather  dry,  when  I  was 

young  an'  keen. 

"  Weel,  weel  dae  I  remember,  lass,  when  trootin' 

late  at  e'en, 

I  met  yer  mither  wi'  the  kye,  beyont  the  muckle 


I  stole  ae  kiss,  she  took't  amiss,  an'  said  I  was 
tae  blame ; 

But  we  made  it  square  an'  aiblins  mair,  ere  the 
kye  gaed  hame. 

^'  Weel,  tae,  I  mind  yon  muckle  fish  that  lay 

ahint  the  stane. 
That  rives  the  Gullet  stream  in  twa,  'tis  in  ma 

memory  plain  ; 
I  hooked  him  ae  October  day,  when  fishing  there 

alane, 

Oor  cottage  licht  was  shining  bricht  ere  the 
muckle  brute  was  slain. 

"  His  wecht,'  tae,  I  can  mind  fu'  weel,  though 

thretty  years  are  fled, 
Jlysel',  an  auld  bed-ridden  wrack,  my  gossip 

maistly  dead ; 
'Twas  forty-seven  guid   Scots  punds  in  Sandy 

Trumbull's  scales. 
Eh  •?  Thretty-seven  ?   Ye're  aiblins  richt— an  auld 

man's  memory  fails. 

"  Dear  lass,  I  canna  help  but  think,  in  a  the 

weird  I've  dreed. 
My  kindliest  mem'ries  ever  link  wi'  thae  braid 

streams  o'  Tweed. 
I'd  lie  beside  its  channel  wide  when  I  am  laid 

tae  rest. 

Beneath  the  sod  and  wi'  my  God." 

May  his  soul  be  wi'  the  blest! 

— T.  Spence. 
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THE  PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


66th  Annual  Dinner. 

The  Committee  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  must 
be  accounted  indeed  fortunate  in  securing  as 
chairman  for  their  annual  dinner  such  a  tower  of 
strength  in  the  angling  world  as  Mr.  William 
Senior,  a  gentleman  whose  fame  as  one  of  the 
first  amongst  living  exponents  of  the  piscatorial 
art  has  extended  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  habit- 
able globe,  and  who  as  the  editor  who  "  generals  " 
the  greatest  sporting  journal  of  modem  times  is 
hardly  less  widely  known  and  esteemed.  Although 
"  Red  Spinner  "  is  in  himself  a  host,  yet  room  was 
found  for  nearly  a  hundred  additional  ladies  and 
gentlemen  in  the  Gordon  Salon  of  the  Holbom 
Eestaurant  on  Monday  evening,  April  14.  The 
officials  of  the  society  do  not  emulate  other  angling 
bodies  and  place  over  the  entrance  to  their  dining- 
hall  the  words  "pour  les  hommes  seulement" — in 
this  respect  they  stand  alone — for  with  kindly  con- 
sideration the  fair  members  of  their  household 
who  cannot  share  in  their  amusements  by  the 
riverside  are  invited  once  a  year,  by  way  of  a  modest 
solatiiun,  to  partake  of  the  hospitality  afforded  by 
the  annual  banquet.  That  the  presence  of  ladies 
lends  an  agreeable  charm  and  imparts  a  gratifying 
interest  to  the  gatherings  cannot  be  for  a  moment 
gainsaid.  In  the  vice-chair  was  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf  (who  now  appears  on  the  society's  list  in  the 
dual  role  of  Hon.  Librarian  and  Cmrator),  whilst 
Messrs.  Eobert  C.  Blundell,  E.  J.  Walker,  and 
Frank  Ward  took  the  places  of  honovur  at  the 
remaining  tables  and  assisted  materially  in  making 
the  dinner  what  it  undoubtedly  was — a  great  and 
unqualified  success.  The  company  present  included 
the  following : — 

Mr.  [Harold  W.  Ansell,  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon,  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Brown  (Vice-President),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robt.  Bradford,  Mr.  Herbert  Blackmore,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eobert  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  H.  Bluhm,  Mrs. 
Blundell,  Mr.  E.  Blundell,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bulling,  Mr. 
Walter  E.  CaswaL,  Miss  A.  Chapman,  Mr.  Corry, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Danielli,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de 
Courcy  (Hon.  Sec),  Mr.  E.  P.  Daniell,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Evans,  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  Knowles  Foreman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis, 
Mr.  M.  Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Forster  Hardy,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
(Fishing  Gazette),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Iceton, 
Miss  Marian  Iceton,  Mr.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson, 
Mr.  F.  P.  Loch,  Dr.  Harrison  Low,  Mr.  Eobt. 
London,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Marston,  Miss  Loma 
Marston,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fredk.  Mead,  Miss  Miller, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews  (Anglers'  News),  Mr.  T.  Parks, 
Mr.  Herbert  Peters,  Mr.  H.  S.  Peters,  Captain  A. 

E.  Hayward  Pinch,  Mrs.  Hayward  Pinch,  Mr.  A. 
C.  Poole,  Dr.  Eandall,  Mr.  H.  A.  Eolt  (Asst. 
Sec),  Mr.  H.  A.  C.  Saunders,  Mrs.  W.  Senior, 
Dr.  Skevington,  Mr.  W.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  E. 
Sonnenthal,  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  Todd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Walker,  Miss  F. 
Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Wallet,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

F.  L.  Willey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Ward,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  Mrs.  S.  Woodd,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
(Hon.  Librarian  and  Curator)  and  Mrs.  Zaehnsdorf, 
Mr.  Ernest  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  Horace  Zaehnsdorf,  etc. 

An  especially  pleasing  and  thoughtful  compliment 
was  paid  to  the  ladies,  for,  thanks  to  the  fore- 
thought of  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  each  lady  had, 
awaiting  her  arrival  at  her  allotted  seat  in  the 
salon,  an  extremely  handsome  spray  of  flowers,  an 
attention  which,  it  is  needless  to  add,  was  highly 
appreciated  by  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
participate  in  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf's  liberality.  An 
excellent  menu  was  prepared  by  the  Holbom 
Eestaurant,  and  was  admirably  served.  After  this 
had  been  amply  discussed  and  grace  Sung, 

The  Chaikman  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  King." 
In  doing  so  he  remarked  that  they  had  oftentimes 
dmnk  the  health  of  King  Edward  VII.,  as  Prince 
of  Wales  or:  as  King,  and  if  any  extra  induce- 
ment might  be  offered  to  them  to  put  a  little 
more  enthusiasm  into  the  toast  that  evening,  it  was 
the  fact  that  this  year  His  Majesty  will  be  the  centre 
of  a  solemn  and  historical  ceremonial,  in  which  he 
could  figure  only  once  in  his  life.  His  health  had, 
as  he  (the  speaker)  had  said,  been  frequently  drunk 
as  the  Prince  of  Wales — once  or  twice,  perhaps,  as 
King — but  at  their  next  annual  gathering  they 
might,  if  they  lived  long  enough,  drink  his  health 
as  the  "  crowned  King."  (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  loyally  and  enthusiastically 
drunk. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


The  Chairman  then  proposed  "  The  Piscatorial 
Society."  He  said  that  the  present  was  the  66th 
annual  dinner  of  the  society.  It  was  to  have 
been  held  in  March,  but  was  for  very  good 
reasons  postponed.  It  was  often  said  that 
the  putting  off  of  a  festival  of  this  sort 
was  bound  to  end  in  disaster,  and  an  alarm 
of  that  kind  was  particularly  applicable  to 
an  angling  association,  where  there  were 
men  who  were  really  anglers.  The  weekly  meetings 
and  other  assemblies  during  the  winter  were 
pleasing  and  no  doubt  profitable.  They  served  as 
a  continuous  link  between  the  seasons,  but  when 
the  members  looked  forward  to  their  week  ends,  as 
they  did,  by  the  waterside,  after  the  pairing  of  the 
birds,  in  the  month  of  April,  it  was  rather  too  much 
of  a  good  thing  to  be  supposed  to  surrender  all 
their  pleasures  for  the  duty  of  a  city  function. 
The  success  of  the  dinner,  thanks  largely  to  the 
presence  of  the  fair  sex,  showed  that  there  were,  at 
any  rate  in  the  present  case,  exceptions  which 
proved  the  rule.  The  postponement  gave  him  the 
opportunity  of  congratulating  some  of  his  friends 
on  having  drawn  first  blood  on  the  Kennet  and 


Lamboum,  and  to  condole  with  those  who  in  their 
pilgrimages  north  had  not  done  exactly  as  they 
hoped  by  the  Deeside,  and  who  had  found  that 
even  the  best  salmon  river  in  the  country  must 
succumb  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  emphasise  the 
undoubted  rule  that  if  there  was  no  water  there 
would  be  no  fish.  But  all  was  not  lost,  for  they 
had  to  set  off  against  this,  as  he  had  read  in  the 
papers,  the  fact  that  there  had  been  some  big  roach 
and  chub  "bread-crusted"  at  Uxbridge.  It  was  a 
good  thing,  perhaps,  that  there  was  at  present  no 
burning  question  amongst  anglers  in  general.  Izaak 
Walton  seems  to  have  taken  as  his  type  of  an 
angler  the  peaceable  man  who  lived  a  life  of  friend- 
ship and  quietude  with  his  neighbour.  There  had 
been  "  ructions  "  known  in  all  angling  societies,  and 
if  they  looked  back  at  the  annals  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  they  would  find  that  their  friends  who  had 
gone  before  them  went  through  periods  of  storm 
and  stress.  But  now  everything  was  quiet  and 
harmony  prevailed,  all  was  exceedingly  satisfactory. 
There  was,  however,  one  general  question  that  all 
angling  societies  might  earnestly  consider  without 
loss  of  time.  The  pollution  of  rivers  was  now  an 
old  matter,  and  though  there  yet  remained  a  good 
deal  to  be  done  with  regard  to  it,  there  was  a  law 
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which  might  be  put  in  operation  to  mitigate  to 
some  extent  the  evils.  There  were  still  plenty  of 
rivers  very  rapidly  going  to  ruin  on  account  of 
pollution,  but  an  equal  danger,  if  not  a  greater,  was 
at  present  the  uppermost  question  of  abstraction 
of  water.  A  polluted  river  rolling  down  its  filth 
was  a  sorry  sight,  but  a  river  that  had  been  under 
their  own  eyes  robbed  of  water  until  it  had  become 
a  trickle  instead  of  a  flood  was  not  less  lament- 
able. If  they  read  Saturday's  papers  only  they 
would  find  that  in  various  directions  there  were 
simultaneous  outcries  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
raised  as  to  the  deterioration  of  streams  by  the 
abstraction  of  water.  The  Usk  has  been  for  a  long 
time  what  might  be  called  a  crying  example. 
Then  there  was  the  meeting  held  last  week  of  gentle- 
men in  the  city  under  Lord  Avebury,  giving  a 
deplorable  picture  of  wells  dried  up,  of  the  little 
Enfield  absolutely  gone,  and  the  Cray,  which  they 
used  to  visit  in  the  days  of  Charles  Capel,  so  dry 
that  it  might  be  crossed  dryshod.  From  Herts 
came  the  same  complaint ;  in  Cambs  the  wells  of 
country  houses  were  giving  out ;  in  the  Trent 
valley  there  were    simultaneously   four  Water 


Bills  which  threatened  the  welfare  of  the 
Trent,  the  Derwent,  and  the  Wye.  This  was  a 
dreary  prospect  for  anglers,  and  unfortunately  the 
question  was  surrounded  by  peculiar  difficulties. 
For  many  years  the  attention  of  legislators  had 
been  turned  to  the  important  question  of  sanitation, 
and  in  dealing  with  abstraction  of  water  ^rom 
the  angler's  point  of  view  they  were,  of  course, 
faced  with  the  utilitarian  reflection  that  if  the 
people  were  to  be  supplied  with  the  amount  of 
water  which  was  necessary  for  the  primary  con- 
ditions of  life  the  water  must  come  from  some- 
where. This  was  why  the  wells  were  being 
tapped,  and  the  water  taken  out  of  the  rivers. 
The  most  plausible  remedy  appeared  to  be  the 
creation  of  reservoirs  for  the  storage  of  water, 
for  there  was  an  enormous  amount  wasted  in  a 
moist  climate  like  our  own.  But  somehow  the 
construction  of  reservoirs  was  a  thing  at  which 
people  seem  to  be  peculiarly  backward.  His 
good  friend  Mr.  Marston  had  very  convincingly 
advocated  the  storage  of  giain.  The  time 
had  not  yet  arrived  for  this,  but  he  might 
perhaps  tum  his  attention  and  great  ability  to  the 
question  of  the  storage  of  water.  Millions  have 
been  lost  in  Australia  on  account  of  droughts,  and 
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a  large  amount  of  the  loss  might  undoubtedly 
have  been  saved  by  the  construction  of  dams  to 
store  water  during  flood  time.  The  one  consola- 
tion was  that  there  is  a  Bill  before  Parliament 
waiting  treatment  to  limit  and  define  the  right  of 
persons  taking  water  from  subterranean  sources — 
sources  from  which  rivers  were  fed,  the  Lamboum 
being  a  distinct  example — and  that  the  public  mind 
was  being  aroused ;  but  unfortunately  in  matters  of 
legislation  like  this  one  was  not  inspired  by  a  vast 
amount  of  faith,  and  the  chances  were  that  while 
inquiries  were  being  made,  Commissions  appointed, 
and  clauses  debated,  our  beautiful  rivers  would 
run  dry.  The  annual  report  of  the  society, 
fortunately,  was  so  satisfactory  that  it  required  no 
long  comment.  It  had  been  filtered  through  the 
angling  press,  and  they  knew  what  its  contents  were. 
References  were  made  in  it,  however,  to  the  public 
spirit  of  members  like  Mr.  Eobert  C.  Blundell, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  and  others,  but  they  were 
personal  friends  of  his  own,  and  some  of  them 
were  present  that  evening.  He  would  not  mind 
that  so  much,  but  their  lady  friends  and  relatives 
were  also  there,  and  if  he  said  all   his  heart 


every  hour  (it  was  good  for  the  river  occasionally, 
and  the  fish  liked  it),'  but  when  it  came  to  be 
"too  much  partridge"  sport  was  apt  to  be  bad. 
Still  they  had  two  things  to  atone  for  —  they 
had  a  grannom  season  and  a  May  Fly  season,  for 
which  some  fishermen  would  give  untold  gold. 
Then  they  wanted  fish  to  kill,  and  undoubtedly  the 
report  showed  there  was  no  lack  of  coarse  fish  in 
the  Colne,  and  no  lack  of,  at  least,  numbers  in  the 
Lamboum.  All  these  things  were  desirable,  and 
they  were  made  all  the  more  acceptable  when  the 
fishing  quarters  were  comfortable.  He  had  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  new  quarters  at 
Newbury,  since  they  were  completed  as  such,  but 
he  watched  the  laying  out  and  building  of  the 
cottage  with  great  interest,  and  was  convinced 
that  the  club-room  would  be  one  after  a  fisher- 
man's own  heart.  It  was  a  melancholy  thing  to 
leave  the  old  inn  where  they  used  to  ramble 
at  will,  in  fact,  take  possession  of  every  part 
of  the  house  —  lock,  stock,  and  barrel  —  and 
smoke  their  pipes  seated  on  the  kitchen  table, 
or  in  the  garden  where  the  stream  rippled  by. 
But  seeing  that  after  all  what  they  wanted  in 
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prompted  him  to  utter  they  might  blush  at  the 
glowing  picture ;  enough,  then,  that  their  merits 
were  immortalised  in  the  report.  When  he  wrote 
to  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  society  and  asked  him 
what  he  should  say,  Mr.  de  Courcy  said  he  had 
little  to  add  to  what  the  report  stated,  but,  business- 
like as  ever,  the  indefatigable  secretary  added  that 
the  society  really  seemed  to  be  entering  upon  a 
new  and  long  lease  of  life,  due,  no  doubt,  in  some 
measure  to  the  new  trout  water  taken  at  Newbury. 
Things,  therefore,  being  in  this  position,  and  there 
being  no  burning  question,  and  finances  and  other 
matters  being  satisfactory,  all  they  had  to  do  was 
to  lay  themselves  out  for  a  due  enjoyment  of  the 
fishing  season  upon  which  they  had  entered.  To 
obtain  thorough  enjoyment  they  wanted,  first, 
weather.  Unfortimately  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  the  weather  had  been  too  good  for  them, 
giving  them  low  waters  and  that  deadly  inertness 
in  fish  which  was  fatal  to  all  sport.  Then  they 
wanted  water  to  fish  in,  and  on  that  accoimt  the 
Piscatorial  Society  had  not  much  to  complain  of, 
for  the  Colne,  though  it  might  be  better,  might  be 
worse  for  the  particular  kinds  of  fishing  practised 
there.  The  Lambourn  had  the  most  provoking 
trick  of  being  up  and  down  two  or  three  times 


fishing  quarters  was  not  luxury  and  pretension,  but 
a  feeling  of  home,  he  was  delighted  to  read  in 
the  report  that  the  house  to  which  good  Mrs. 
Baxter  had  removed,  after  so  many  years  at  the 
Swan,  was  "  commodious  and  particularly  comfort- 
able, and  that  members  have  expressed  themselves 
satisfied  in  every  way  with  the  change  that  has 
been  made."  As  members  of  all  societies  were  not 
backward  in  expressing  dissatisfaction  when  things 
went  wrong,  he  mentioned  this  as  something  upon 
which  they  might  plume  themselves.  It  was  said 
at  every  one  of  the  society's  banquets  that  angling 
was  a  delightful  recreation,  and  that  it  had 
attractions  which  bound  its  devotees  from  boy- 
hood to  the  end.  He  did  not  say  that  there 
were  seven  ages  of  angling,  but  there  were  some 
distinct  periods.  There  was  the  period  of  boyhood 
when  in  our  young  enthusiasm  we  swished  out  roach 
and  perch  with  primitive  tackle ;  the  period  of 
vigorous  manhood,  when  the  longest  days  were  too 
short,  and  winter  storms  and  summer  heat  were  of 
little  account ;  and — let  it  be  whispered  in  bated 
breath — to  all  must  arrive  the  period,  gradually 
but  all  too  surely,  when  the  arm  was  not  so  supple 
as  of  yore,  nor  the  eye  so  quick  to  detect  the 
ephemera  floating  down  stream,  and  when  the 


general  frame  of  mind  and  body  does  not  leap  the 
stiles  and  make  nothing  of  the  five-barred  gates. 
Yet  it  was  a  peculiarity  of  the  sport  of  angling 
that  even  in  later  and  latest  life  there  were  the 
quieter  forms  of  the  sport  which  lent  themselves  to 
those  who  liked  to  take  things  easy.    There  were 
always,  of  course,  too,  the  memories  of  the  past,  and 
these  might  be  enjoyed  by  societies  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals. He  had  refreshed  his  memory  by  conning 
the  most  interesting  paper,  read  by  their  poet 
laureate  Fennings,  on  the  history  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  very  amusing  some  of  the  notes  were. 
The  society's  standard  of  fish  at  the  present  time 
was  most  sportsmanlike,  but  one  curious  thing  was 
that  in  some  of  the  items  of  the  old  days — meaning 
the  late  thirties — there  were  curious  inconsistencies. 
What  struck  him  above  all  was  the  regiJation  scale 
as  to  some  little  fish  which  never  now  appeared  in  any 
angler's  list.    For  example,  the  limit  of  weight  for 
prickleback  is  put  down  at  ioz.    This  struck  him 
as  so  passing  strange  that  he  turned  up  Dr.  Day,  if 
so  be  he  might  discover  wherein  lay  the  value  of 
the  stickleback  to  the  angler.    Could  it  have  been 
that  he  was  considered  a  mischievous  type  of  vermin 
to  keep  down,  as  pike  in  trout  streams,  on  accovmt 
of  his  ferocious  habits  ?    The  little  beggar,  the  four- 
spined  stickleback,  it  seems  is  really  most  destructive. 
This  was  the  customer  with  which  they  were  best 
acquainted.     He  is  a  voracious  feeder  on  larvie 
and  the  spawn  of  all  sorts  of  fish  and  young  fry. 
The  transactions  of    the    Royal    Society  have 
solemnly  recorded  that  one  stickleback  in  five 
hours  devoured  seventy-four  young  dace,  which 
were  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long  and  the  thickness  of 
horse-hair;  and   there   seems  to  have  been  no 
repletion  even  then,  for  two  days  afterwards  the 
villain  swallowed  sixty-two  more.    A  company  of 
three-spined  sticklebacks  in  a  Weston-super-Mare 
aquarium  attacked  some  roach  which  were  put 
in,  darting  at  the  lips  of  the  modest  cyprinoids 
and  fiercely  biting  pieces  out,  and  these  desperate 
attacks  were  continued  until  all  the  roach  had 
been  killed  and  eaten  by  the  insatiable  feeders.  It 
may,  therefore,  have  been  because  of  these  destruc- 
tive qualities  that  their  old  piscatorial  friends  placed 
the  prickleback  on  the  list  as  undesirable  enemies 
to  be  got  rid  of.    Or  it  may  have  been  from  its 
qualities  as  food.    Dr.  iDay  has  not  much  to  say 
about  that,  but  under  the  heading  "As  food,"  he 
adds,  "a  nourishing  soup,  it  has  been  observed, 
may  be  made  from  sticklebacks."  As,  however,  th3 
fish  is  never  supposed  to  be  more  than  3^ in.  long, 
he  (the  speaker)  scarcely  saw  how  the  ioz.  can  be 
made  up.    The  minnow  was  also  entered  as  not  to 
be  under  2oz.    The  minnow  they  knew  very  well 
as  bait,  but  this  scarcely  explains  the  distinction 
given  to  it  in  the  list  of  fishes  catchable  by  one  of 
the  oldest  London  angling  societies.    The  minnow 
has  attained  to  as  much  as  6in.  or  Tin.  in  length, 
but  5in.  is  the  average  size,  and  he  must  be  a  very 
deep  and  thick  specimen  of  the  species  to  put  down 
the  scale  at  2oz.    Perhaps  here  again  it  was  the 
minnow  as  an  article  of  food  that  was  aj^pre- 
ciated    in    those    days    as    he    is    not  now. 
It  is  mentioned  that  he  was  much  esteemed  as 
whitebait,  and  Day  instances  a  great  dinner  given 
to  the  King  and  Queen  by  William  of  Wykeham  in 
1394,  when  there  was  upon  the  table,  amongst 
other  viands,  seven  gallons  of  minnows,  which  cost 
lis.  8d.    Then  dear  old  Walton  had  a  good  word 
to  say  for  the  minnow  as  food.    According  to 
Father  Izaak — "  In  the  spring  they  make  of  them 
excellent  minnow  tansies,  for  being  washed  well  in 
salt,  and  their  heads  and  tails  cut  off,  and  their 
guts  taken  out,  and  not  washed  after,  tliey  prove 
excellent  for  that  use  ;  that  is,  being  fried  with 
yolks  of  eggs,  the  flowers   of  cowslips  and  of 
primroses,  and  a  little  tansy.    Thus  used,  they 
make  a  daintj'  dish  of  meat."    The  stone  loach 
also   came  under  the  two   ounce  limit   of  tie 
ancient    Piscatorials,   and  this   also    is   a  fish 
excellent  in  flavour  and  very  delicate.  Anglers 
in  the  past  used  to  take  it  alive  in  a  glass  of 
generous  wine,  but  Pennant  explains  that  tliey  only 
did  so  through  frolic.    So  good  is  this  little  fish  on 
the  table  that  Frederick  I.  of   Sweden  had  it 
imported  from  Gennany  for  his  own  special  eating. 
The  loach  rarely  exceeds  .5in.  in  length,  although 
as  Mr.  Marston  knows  very  well,  his  friend  Black- 
more  spoke  of  catching  them  in  Devonshire  Jib.  in 
weight.    If  they  ran  commonly  to  that  weight  in 
the  days  of  our  Piscatorial  friends  they  had  every 
right  to  appear  in  the  list.    The  miller's  thumb  is 
as  great  a  puzzle  as  the  others  noticed  in  the 
communication.    It  is  the  same  fish  as  the  bull 
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head,  and  why  it  should  be  caught,  except  again  for 
its  eating,  he  (Mr.  Senior)  did  not  know,  although  he 
had  himself  been  driven  to  use  miller's  thumb  as 
bait  for  perch  and  found  it  exceedingly  good.  But  it 
was  as  a  table  delicacy  that  the  fish  got  into  the 
books  where  it  was  mentioned  that  "his  flesh  is 
dehcate,  and  when  boiled  is  reddish,  like  that  of 
the  salmon."  Amongst  the  curiosities  of  the  old 
piscatorial  laws  were  the  high  weights  mentioned 
as  limits— perch,  41b.;  tench,  41b.;  chub,  51b.; 
trout,  51b.;  and  barbel,  121b.  It  ought  to  be 
added,  however,  that  these  are  not  the  limits  of 
fish  to  be  caught,  but  the  limits  of  fish  that  were 
to  be  preserved  at  the  expense  of  the  society. 
It  would,  he  thought,  be  interesting  to  set  out 
these  little  items,  not  with  any  idea  that  they 
should  replace  them  in  their  list  as  limits,  but  to 
show  that  their  ancestors  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
were  very  much  alive  and  wished  to  do  the  thing  in  a 
handsome  J  and  sportsmanlike  way.  He  would  now 
only  add  the  hope  that  though  the  rivers  might  be 
dry,  and  although  droughts  might  succeed  each  other 
year  by  year,  and  though  sport  might  grow  less 
and  less,  the  Piscatorials  would  remain  to  meet 
yearly  in  the  Holborn  Eestaurant  to  cheer  each 
other  on  their  way,  Amurath  to  Amurath  would 
succeed,  and  when  those  present  were  all  gone 
and  forgotten  he  trusted  the  society  would  still 
flourish.  It  was  in  that  light  he  asked  them 
to  drmk  the  health  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 
(Loud  applause.) 

Captain  A.  E.  Haywaed  Pinch,  in  a  humorous 
speech,  gave  "  The  Press."  He  thought  that  anglers 
in  general,  and  the  Piscatorial  Society  in  particular, 
owed  a  real  debt  to  the  Press.  They  ventilated 
their  gi-ievances,  condoned  their  failures,  reported 
their  successes,  and  described  their  social 
gatherings.  He  hoped  the  gentlemen  entrusted 
with  reporting  the  present  dinner  would  record  it 
in  such  glowing  terms  that  the  secretary  would  be 
absolutely  inundated  with  applications  for  mem- 
bership during  the  next  few  weeks.  They  would 
find  good  fellows  and  good  sportsmen  in  the 
society.  To  recall  the  words  of  the  cockney 
coster  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Arsenical 
Commission,  who,  when  asked  about  beer,  said 
some  was  better  than  others,  but  that  there  was 
none  of  it  bad,  he  would  say  that  the  society 
numbered  thorough  sporting  gentlemen — some 
were  better  than  others,  but  not  one  of  them  was 
bad.  The  Press  had  done  much  to  assist  the 
society,  and  he  had  much  pleasure  in  coupling  the 
name  of  their  staunch  friend  the  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  with  that  toast.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  thanked  the  company  for 
the  exceedingly  kind  manner  in  which  the  mention 
of  his  name  had  been  received.  They,  of  the 
Press,  were  always  glad  to  do  all  they  could  to 
forward  the  interests  of  a  body  like  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  It  was  about  the  twenty-second  year 
that  he  had  had  the  pleasure  to  respond  to  the 
toast,  and  he  was  only  sorry  to  see  some  of 
the  old  friends  they  used  to  welcome  no  longer 
amongst  them.  They  could  not  come  to  a 
meeting  like  that  without  thinking  of  Francis 
Francis,  W.  H.  Brougham,  T.  R.  Sachs,  Dr. 
Brunton,  and  other  well-known  men  they  used  to 
see  present  on  these  occasions.  The  Chairman  in 
his  speech  had  suggested  that  he  (the  speaker) 
might  turn  his  attention  to  the  question  of  getting 
the  robbing  of  water  from  our  rivers  stopped.  He 
hit  upon  a  very  good  subject,  because  if  the  water 
companies  were  going  to  the  heads  of  little  streams, 
put  down  wells  on  the  banks,  erect  a  red  brick  build- 
ing round  without  saying  anything,  and  take  all  the 
water  away,  what  would  become  of  the  fishing  ? 
Mr.  Senior  said  he  (Mr.  Marston)  had  given  attention 
to  the  storage  of  com,  but  twenty  years  ago  he  did 
suggest,  as  far  as  our  rivers  were  concerned,  that 
they  might  do  a  great  deal  in  keeping  the  water 
which  goes  to  the  sea  in  the  winter  by  making 
reservoirs  in  towns  and  villages  along  the  bank ;  by 
taking  the  flood  water  and  storing  it  there ;  using 
it  in  the  summer,  so  saving  the  country  millions 
of  pounds  of  loss,  and  providing  first-rate  fishing. 
Talking  of  the  Press  reminded  him  that  he  saw 
in  one  of  the  magazines  the  other  day  a  little 
bit  which  would  perhaps  interest  the  ladies.  The 
writer  said  this  :— "  Why,"  he  asks,  "  does  sport 
attract  the  modem  girl  ?  Why  does  she  walk  with 
the  guns  and  run  with  the  beagles  ?  Why  does 
she  stalk  stags  and  catch  salmon  ?  The  answer  is 
at  the  mercy  of  all  men  of  observation.  It  is  the 
tailor-made  costume.  You  may  take  it  from  me 
that  the  bright  and  beautiful  British  girl  will  con- 


tinue to  plod  through  sun  and  rain,  flushing  coveys 
out  of  shot,  heading  foxes,  scaring  stags,  and 
snapping  her  brothers'  best  trout  rods  just  so 
long  as  fashion  stands  by  the  tailor-made 
(laughter)  ;  abolish  the  tailor-made,  and  she  will 
go  back  to  Berlin  wool  and-  canaries."  That, 
he  thought,  was  a  perfect  libel  on  English 
women,  and  as  a  sportsman  he  protested  against 
it,  in  the  name  of  the  Press.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  He 
had  met  ladies  fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  they  had  done  first-rate  credit  to  the  sport  of 
angling.  Last  week  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  he 
gave  the  portrait  of  a  very  charming  American  lady 
who  held  the  record  for  taking  the  largest  salmon 
in  her  State,  and  she  was  very  proud  of  it.  He 
would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  give  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  portraits  of  all  the  ladies  in  the  Piscatorial 
Society  who  held  the  record  of  taking  the  best  fish. 
They  could  not  do  better  than  encourage  them. 
He  could  speak  from  experience  that  they  could 
have  no  better  way  of  spending  a  honeymoon  than 
by  combining  it  with  an  angling  excursion,  or  have 
a  better  angling  companion  than  a  lady.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 

Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  submitted  the  toast  of  "  The 
Ladies  and  the  Visitors."  In  certain  circumstances, 
he  said,  our  neighbours  across  the  Channel  held  to 
the  doctrine  of  place  aux  dames,"  whilst  in  others 
it  was  a  case  of  "  'messieurs  et  mesdames,"  and 
rightly  so.  Bums,  talking  about  the  ladies, 
remarked — 

Nature  tried  her  prentice  hand  on  man, 
And  then  she  made  the  lasses  0, 

that  is  to  say,  she  served  her  apprenticeship  on 
men  and  then  turned  out  perfection  in  the  ladies. 
He,  the  speaker,  thought,  in  connection  with  the 
toast,  that  the  last  word  should  be  for  the  ladies.  As 
to  the  visitors,  they  all  remembered  the  famous 
picture  of  "  Dottyville "  in  one  of  the  comic 
journals,  and  the  invitation  of  one  of  the  inmates 
to  an  angler  fishing  the  other  side  of  the  wall  to 
"  Come  in."  While  he  hoped  many,  it  not  all,  the 
visitors  present  would  some  day  come  and  join 
them  in  whipping  their  trout  streams,  yet  he 
must  assure  them  that  they  would  find  the 
members  of  the  society  "  dotty " — every  one  of 
them.  There  was  no  true  angler  and  thorough 
fisherman  who  was  not  a  little  "  gone,"  but  they 
would  find  them  a  very  jolly  lot  by  the  river- side. 
But  the  most  delightful  part  of  his  task  was  to 
propose  the  toast  of  "  The  Ladies."  Why,  both 
the  Chainnan  and  Mr.  Marston  referred  to  the 
fair  sex,  and  good  old  Zaehnsdorf  actually 
"  bouqueted "  every  girl  in  the  salon  I  It  was 
catching — they  could  not  help  it.  Sportsmen 
were  always  the  same,  and  he  hoped  they  ever 
might  be.  He  had,  however,  heard  of  some  poor 
creatures  talking  of  having  the  banquet  some 
day  without  the  fair  sex  1  For  himself  he  would 
rather  take  them  to  the  A.  B.  C,  give  them  muffins, 
crumpets,  and  tea,  and  be  with  them  than  have 
the  grandest  dinner  that  ever  was  without  them. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

Me.  J.  A.  Wallet  briefly  replied :  He  felt  it  a 
great  privilege  to  respond  for  the  ladies,  of  whom 
so  many  were  present  that  evening,  and  it  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  him  to  say  how  much  as  a  visitor 
he  had  enjoyed  coming  to  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society. 

Me.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoef  proposed  the  toast  of  the 
Chairman.  He  said  that  Mr.  William  Senior  was 
one  of  their  honorary  members,  besides  being  one 
of  their  oldest  friends.  They  were  pleased  beyond 
measure  to  know  that  he  was  editor  of  the  great 
Field,  and  he  thought  the  Piscatorial  Society  was 
one  of  the  first  bodies  to  congratulate  him  upon  the 
attainment  of  that  high  and  exalted  position.  But 
he  had  another  name — that  of  "  Red  Spinner," 
over  which  nom  de  plume  he  had  written 
so  many  charming  articles  which  they  all 
loved  to  read.  They  were  always  gratified  to  see 
him  amongst  them,  and  it  was  hoped  he  had  thrown 
his  fly  to  those  who  were  not  members  now,  but 
who  would  be  caught  and  jjlaced  on  the  muster 
roll  of  the  society.  May  he  long  be  amongst  them, 
may  "  Red  Spinner"  continue  for  many  years  to 
come  to  edit  the  Field,  and  may  he  always  give 
them  those  beautiful  readings  and  sketches  which 
had  made  him  famous,  and  which  they  were  all  so 
delighted  to  read.    (Loud  applause.) 

The  Chairman  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Mr. 
J.  AV.  Zaehnsdorf  for  the  kindly  manner  in  which 
he  had  proposed  the  toast  of  his  health,  and  to  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  for  the  toleration  with  which 


they  had  honoured  it,  and  had  taken  for  granted 
all  the  good  things  the  vice-chairman  had  said 
about  "  Red  Spirmer."  He  (the  speaker)  was 
trying  when  he  was  coming  to  the  dinner,  knowing 
that  he  had  to  propose  this  toast,  to  make  a  little 
joke  about  their  vice-chairman,  and  being  a  bit 
stupid,  perhaps,  could  not  get  at  it.  He  wished  to 
say  something  about  his  being  "  bound  in  calf," 
but  that  would  have  been  playing  very  low,  for 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  in  that  connection  was  a  master 
artist  of  world-wide  reputation.  (Cheers.)  He  (the 
speaker)  would  have  to  spend  his  spare  hours  watch- 
ing for  the  rising  trout,  which  made  one  watch  for 
weeks  together,  in  thinking  out  something  in 
case  he  might  be  invited  to  come  to  the  annual 
dinner  next  year.  As  to  "  Red  Spinner,"  it  was  a 
sheer  accident  he  adopted  that  pseudonym.  In 
1873  he  was  invited  to  write  articles  for  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
find  a  7io»h  de  plume.  He  had  happened,  however, 
to  get  a  basket  of  trout  two  days  before  with  a 
Red  Spinner,  and  he  adopted  the  nom  de  plume 
which  had  stuck  to  him  ever  since.  Though  they 
did  not  read  so  many  of  his  effusions  now,  and 
though  the  editorship  of  the  Field  had  nearly 
killed  "  Red  Spinner,"  he  was  not  dead  yet — only 
sleeping— for  "Red  Spinner"  would,  D.V.,  rise 
again.  As  to  the  Vice-Chairman,  they  all  knew 
him  a  good  angler,  as  a  loyal  friend  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society,  as  a  man  of  brains,  and  a  good 
fellow.  On  a  miserable  day  in  the  country,  when 
everything  outside  was  wet  and  uncomfortable,  the 
bright  face  of  Zaehnsdorf  would  make  everything 
sunshine — as  iron  sharpeneth  iron,  so  the  face  of 
Zaehnsdorf  sharpeneth  them  all.   (Loud  applause.) 

Me.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  replied  humorously, 
appealing  for  things  to  beautify  the  new  head- 
quarters at  Newbury.  His  request  was  eminently 
successful,  for  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  ofi'ered  to  present 
an  oil  painting,  by  Seymour,  entitled,  "A  Bite," 
and  the  chairman  a  dozen  novels,  which  he  thought 
suitable  for  lady  readers  going  down  to  Newbury. 

The  proceedings  closed  with  the  \  singing  of 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  in  which  the  whole  company 
joined. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme under  the  direction  of  Hr.  Herbert 
Schartau  was  performed,  the  artistes  being  Miss 
Lilian  Gardner,  Miss  Marian  Iceton,  and  Mr.  Frank 
Tebbutt.  Mr.  Valentine  Hill  also  told  some  of  his 
incomparable  stories.  An  especial  word  of  praise 
must  be  accorded  Miss  Marian  Iceton,  who  made 
her  debut,  so  far  as  the  society's  festive  functions  are 
concerned,  at  the  dinner  under  notice.  Her  singing 
proved  an  especial  treat,  encomiums  being  freely 
forthcoming  upon  her  finished  style  and  particularly 
clear  and  well  trained  voice. 


AT  A  COUNTEY  SEAT  IN  NOETH 
JUTLAND. 


Certain  hieroglyphics  on  the  brick  walls  of  a 
little  side  station  announce  that  our  long  and 
tedious  journey  from  the  German  f  ontier  is  over, 
and  that  we  have  finished  railway  travelling  for  the 
day.  The  uniformed  officials  bustle  about,  a  bell 
is  rung  frantically,  the  dreadfully  slow  train  pro- 
ceeds on  its  weary  way  to  Frederikshavn,  and  we 
are  pounced  upon  by  a  native,  who  informs  us  that 
Herr  Godsejer  *  N.'s  carriage  is  waiting  for  us 
without.  In  a  short  time  we,  together  with  our 
belongings,  are  stowed  away  in  that  comfortable 
vehicle,  which  is  driven  by  a  dignified  personage^ 
of  the  "  Jaeger "  type,  for  the  curved  tail  of  a 
blackcock  is  thrust  knowingly  into  his  cap — who 
informs  us  as  to  the  country  which  we  pass  through. 
A  highly  monotonous  country  it  is,  too,  endless 
flat,  occasionally  slightly  undulating,  fields  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  of  a  little  rye  and  much  grass ; 
indeed,  the  landscape  with  its  windmills  and  its 
innumerable  herds  of  black  and  white  cattle  spells 
"Dansk  Smor  "  (Danish  butter)  in  unmistakable 
characters.  White-washed,  thatched-roofed  farms 
with  their  usual  outbuildings  occur  every  here  and 
there,  and  on  the  top  of  each  stands  a  stork  on 
guard  over  its  great  nest  and  family,  or  gyrating 
overhead.  Flocks  of  geese  are  numerous,  and  the 
cows  appear,  being  led  to  the  milking-pail  tied 
together  in  lots  after  the  fashion  peculiar  to  this 
portion  of  Denmark.    Water  is  by  no  means  over- 

*  "Godsejer"  is  the  Danish  title  for  a  large  laud- 
owner. 
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abundant  in  this  flat  agricultural  land,  a  great 
depth  having  generally  to  be  attained  before  the 
springs  are  reached;  and  the  small  "  beks "  (or 
bums),  which  percolate  slowly  through  the  fields 
at  rare  intervals,  are  made  the  most  of,  artificial 
channels  running  zig-zag  in  all  directions.  Every 
passer-by,  whether  pedestrian  or  otherwise,  is 
holding  on  to  a  long  china-bowled  pipe,  and 
courteously  salutes  the  stranger  in  the  land. 

Patches  of  wood,  mostly  beech,  begin  at  last  to 
make  their  appearance,  then  they  become  larger 
and  more  frequent,  and  at  length  a  great  tract  of 
forest  comes  into  view,  on  the  confines  of  which 
our  "Jaeger  "  triumphantly  points  out  the  abode 
of  his  master,  the  copper  roof  of  the  great  central 
dome  and  tower  glittering  in  the  rays  of  the 
evening  sun.  The  road,  which  has  been  heavy, 
sandy,  and  not  over  wide,  grows  narrower  as  we 
.  enter  the  forest,  and  care  is  needed  to  fend  off  the 
numerous  branches  of  the  closely  overhanging 
trees  ;  every  now  and  again  a  roe  bounds  away 
amid  the  undergrowth,  or  stands  calmly  gazing 
within  gunshot. 

A  point  is  reached  where  four  avenues  converge ; 
the  pair  of  long-tailed  Jutlanders  are  wheeled 
round  at  a  sharp  angle,  and  we  drive  first  through 
an  opening  in  an  immense  range  of  outbuildings 
across  a  quaint  old  bridge  of  red  brickwork  that 
spans  the  moat,  and  then  beneath  spreading  lime 
trees  over  the  flagged  courtyard  of  the  fine  old 
mansion.  At  the  main  entrance  to  the  latter, 
above  which  in  stone  an  ancient  coat  of  arms  is 
carved,  we  are  welcomed  by  our  host  and  the 
ladies  of  his  family,  a  friendly  and  hospitable 
group,  while  numerous  dogs  give  vent  to  their 
leelmgs  m  noisy  fashion.  Immediately  beneath 
the  wmdows  of  the  gigantic  bed-room  into  which 
we  are  introduced,  the  moat,  which  as  of  old  sur- 
rounds the  .  house  completely,  lies  ;  and  while 
dressing  for  dinner  we  see  hares  at  play  in  the 
shrubbery  beyond,  and  hear  sundry  heavy  plunges 
denoting  the  presence  in  these  dark  and  still  waters 
of  large  fish,  while  the  cheeping  and  chattering  and 
chirruping  of  starlings  innumerable  fill  the 
fragrant  air. 

Among  the  dishes  at  dinner  are  red  deer  venison 
— "  Kron  Hjort  "  may  be  shot  all  the  year  round  in 
Denmark,  and  roebucks  up  to  July  15  — tench 
cooked  in  a  fashion  which  render  these  usually 
uninteresting  fish  quite  toothsome,  and  abundance 
of  what  London  restaurant  waiters  call  "mass" 
for  short. 

In  the  "Have  Stue"  (garden  drawing-room),  a 
large,  beautifully  decorated  apartment  with  doors 
opening  wide  on  to  the  pleasure  grounds,  cofi"ee 
(with  sundry  adjuncts)  is  served  ;  the  ladies  do  not 
disdain  cigarettes,  the  men  all  start  huge  ci-^ars 
and  the  starlings  twitter  on  unceasingly.  For°the 
accommodation  of  these,  there  are  hundreds  of 
boxes  ("  Stjaerkasser ")  fixed  to  the  walls  of  the 
great  house  and  to  those  of  the  numerous  out- 
buildings, so  that  the  glossy-plumaged  little  birds 
are  saved  the  trouble  of  elaborate  building  opera- 
tions, and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  air  is  alive  with 
them  Every  now  and  then  the  inevitable  stork, 
which  has  Its  residence  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
stables,  makes  a  short  progress  through  the  air  to 
our  side  of  the  house,  its  long  red  legs  hanging 
limply  down,  its  long  red  beak  sticking  straight 
out.  It  is  forbidden  at  any  time  of  the  year  to 
shoot  storks  m  Denmark,  but  admittedly  they  do 
much  damage  to  fish. 

Out  in  the  calm  of  the  sunset  hour  with  our 
host;  along  the  endless  shrubbery  paths;  past 
ancient  dials  moss-covered  and  weather  stained  • 
across  quamt  rustic  bridges  innumerable  that  span 
the  water  channels  leading  to  and  from  the  moat,  in 
which  lie  the  fat  carp  and  tench ;  the  air  is  redolent 
of  hlac  and  thorn  ;  the  starlings  have  ceased  from 
domestic  troubling ;  but  the  flop  of  a  fish  now  and 
agam  disturbs  the  surface  of  the  quiet  waters. 

The  mansion  looms  large  and  massive  against  the 
clear  evemng  sky ;  it  is  over  350  years  old,  and  of 
considerable  historic  interest.  Within  its  walls 
which  m  many  places  are  at  least  six  feet  thick,  a 
regiment  might  be  quartered,  but  like  a  good  many 
otiier  country  houses  in  Jutland  its  owner's  income 
will  not  admit  of  keeping  it  up  in  the  style  for 
which  It  was  origmally  intended,  and  extensive 
repairs  are  much  wanted. 

The  brooks  that  run  through  the  estate, 
although  they  contain  trout,  are  too  diminutive 
lor  tishing,  but  joining  company  with  sundry 
other  similar  burns  they  ultimately  form  a  decent- 
sized  "Aa,"  as  it  is  called  in  Denmark,  Our 


host  had  not  the  most  remote  idea  of  fly  fishing 
himself,  and  was  evidently  by  no  means  sanguine 
as  to  the  results  of  a  visit  to  the  stream  in 
question.    One  morning,  nevertheless,  we  started 
off  with  sufficient  provisions  to  secure  us  against 
famine  for  the  remainder  of  our  existence"  here 
below,  to  say  nothing  of  a  formidable  array  of 
bottles,  a  cubic  foot  of  solid  ice,  etc.    At  the  end 
of  a  seven-mile  drive,  which,  in  spite  of  somewhat 
heavy  roads,  the  long-tailed  Jutlanders  covered  in 
commendably  good  time,  we  pulled  up  at  a  com- 
fortable looking,  but  by  no  means  picturesque, 
farmhouse  to  the  owner  of  which,  it  appeared,  the 
fishing  belonged.    Although,  just  before  starting 
we  had  eaten  a  good  breakfast,  nothing  would  serve 
but  that  we  should  sit  down  to  another  and 
solemnly  promise  that  later  on  in  the  day  we  would 
return  for  dinner.    At  length  some  one  turned  up 
to  interview  our  host,  and  we  got  away  down  to 
the  waterside.    It  was  not  an  interesting  stream, 
flowing  as  It  did  at  -a  very  slow  pace  through  a 
perfectly  flat  agricultural  country;  but  it  had  its 
nooks  and  bends  and  comers ;  a  breeze  from  the 
south-west   here  and  there  ruffled  its  surface 
while  an  occasional  clump  of  trees  on  one  side  or 
the  other  slightly  varied  the  scene.    Rich  grass 
grew  closely  up  to  the  water's  edge  nearly  every- 
7"^^^%^}^^'  i°  deference  to  our  host's  hint,  we 
kept  off  it  as  much  as  possible;  it  was  not  there- 
tore  easy  work  to  remain  out  of  sight.     The  first 
quarter  of  an  hour  yielded  no  result,  but  on  a  little 
reach   bordered    by   some   low   bushes   on  the 
windward  side,  we  picked  up  eight  herring  sized 
trout  With  a  small  March  Brown.    These  in  due 
course  were  joined  by  others,  and  before  couitesy 
demanded  that  we  should  return  to  the  farm  for 
dinner,  we  had  a  basket  which,  although  it  weighed 
only  151b.,  very  much  astonished  our  host,  who 
had  no  idea  that  the  fish  in  his  stream  could  be 
taken  with  anything  but  the  worm  or  a  net  A 
couple  of  days  later  we  fished  the  same  water  un- 
handicapped  by  two  formidable  breakfasts  and  a 
big  dinner,  and  did  considerably  better;  but  only 
one  fish  (a-2.pounder)  weighed  over  fib.,  and  we  did 
not  return  a  third  time. 

Of  the  many  pleasant  expeditions  undertaken 
during  our  stay,  not  the  least  interesting  was  one 
the  evening  before  our  departure. 

At  7  p.m.  a  ruddy-cheeked  Jutland  maiden 
announced  the  arrival  of  the  "  Jagt  Vogn "  ■ 
swallow-tails  were  then  quickly  exchanged  for 
tweeds  and  with  a  couple  of  rifles  in  case  of  need, 
and  a  Dachshund  shut  up  underneath  the  box-seat, 
w-e  set  forth  in  a  trap  built  after  the  German  model 
of  such  vehicles,  and  drawn  by  a  fine  pan-  of  half- 
bred  chestnuts.  It  was  curious  work,  for  the 
route  lay  over  forest  tracks  so  slight  as  to  be 
hardly  perceptible ;  and  so  dense  was  the  foliage 
through  which  our  steeds  forced  then:  way  that  it 
was  no  easy  matter  to  protect  our  faces  from  the 
strong  branches.  Our  host,  however,  took  it  all  as 
a  matter  of  course,  continued  to  scrutinise  the 
glades  closely  for  game  through  his  field-glasses 
and  so  perforce  did  the  writer.  Thrice  we 
came  across  black  storks,  each  standing  upright 
on  its  huge  nest,  and  twice  upon  buzzards 
(Musvaagen)  similarly  occupied;  many  roedeer 
were  also  put  up  and  a  few  hares,  but  not  until  the 
u  "^ery  bad  did  we  see  any  red  deer, 

ihrough  the  magnificent  groves  of  beech,  oak,  and 
pine  we  drove  for  many  miles,  the  slanting  rays  of 
the  settmg  sun  casting  long  shadows  through  the 
forest  depths,  now  skirting  a  stretch  of  sward  on 
which,  at  evening  and  early  mom,  the  deer  are  wont 
to  feed,  now  crossing  the  wide  shallows  of  a  brook 
in  which  the  trout  were  rising  freely.  Our  host 
points  out  the  spot  where,  the  evening  before,  one 
of  his  keepers  saw  sixteen  red  deer  feeding,  but 
these  anmials  unfortunately  refuse  to  show.  The 
shadows  disappear,  the  sun  glinting  only  on  the 
tops  of  the  higher  trees,  and  we  emerge  on  a  piece 
of  open  country,  driving  out,  in  what  appears  to  us 
a  somewhat  casual  manner,  over  a  large  field 
planted  with  some  kind  of  green  crop.  Shortly 
our  sharp-eyed  driver  casually  remarks,  "  Et  stykke 
kronvildt,  '  and  there,  sure  enough,  at  a  distance  of 
some  three  hundred  yards,  we  make  out  a  large 
stag,  gazing  at  us  through  the  dim  hght.  Quickly 
he  retures  into  the  forest ;  but  others,  aU  occupied 
in  grazmg  upon  the  green  crop  aforesaid,  soon 
become  visible.  To  attempt  to  shoot  in  such  a 
light  would  be  highly  reprehensible,  and  so  we 
content  ourselves  with  watching  for  a  brief  space 
the  movements  of  the  graceful  creatures. 
Three  tall  storks,  unblessed  with  families  these, 


stalk  close  by  us  over  the  field,  showing  ghost-lilce 
in  the  gloom  ;  at  the  command  of  his  master,  who, 
although  proud  of  his  red  deer,  would  rather  they 
did  not  feed  on  his  crops,  our  "Jaeger"  utters  a 
terrific  yell.  The  red  deer  rapidly  make  tracks, 
the  storks  raise  their  heads  for  an  instant  and 
recommence  feeding,  and  we  drive  quickly  home  to 
"Whist."  L. 
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Our  success  now  returned  to  us,  and  we  soon 
caught  many  large  fish,  both  cod  and  pulyee,  until 
again  fortune  and  the  fish  left  us,  and  after  some 
time  our  patience  went  too.  So  we  pulled  to  land, 
took  up  our  guns,  and  went  a  short  distance  into 
the  wood  to  shoot  some  crested  pigeons.  It  was 
now  nearly  sunset,  and  about  this  time  these  little 
birds  come  down  to  the  river  to  drink,  and  then 
hurry  back  to  their  woodland  haunts.  They  are 
very  swift  on  the  wing,  passing  so  rapidly  by  you 
that  it  requires  a  quick  shot  to  bring  them  down. 
However,  they  give  warning  of  their  approach  by 
the  whistling  sound  made  by  their  wings,  so  that  if 
the  fowler  tarries  not  in  his  aim,  and  hold  his  gun 
straight,  he  may  bring  down  his  bird  without  being 

a  very  first-rate  shot.    M  bagged  some,  I  also 

was  fortunate,  and  we  soon  returned  to  the  boat. 
We  had  now  to  pull  up  against  the  current,  but 

this  did  not  disturb  M  or  myself,  for  the  blacks 

did  the  pulling,  and  we  were  philosophers  enough 
not  to  feel  the  troubles  of  others.  Our  sable  boat- 
men set  to  work  with  vigour  for  a  time,  but  being 
naturally  given  to  laziness  they  soon  slackened 
their  exertions  and  began  pulling  with  variations. 
They  caught  crabs,  pulled  out  of  time,  fell  back- 
wards, and  did  as  much  to  retard  our  progress  as  to 
forward  it.  All  this  time  they  kept  up  an  abusive 
conversation  with  each  other.  Their  terms  of  abuse 
were  characteristic  and  amusing..  When  one  made 
some  mistake  the  other  would  tell  him  he  had  thin  • 
arms,  narrow  chest,  and  weak  legs.  He  would 
retort,  boast  of  his  strength,  and  soon  have  an 
opportunity  of  reproaching  his  companion — with 
this  savage  "  chaffing"  and  bad  pulling  we  were  ' 
progressing  slowly.  For  my  own  part,  being  of  an 
indolent  disposition,  and  much  averse  to  all  bodUy 
exertion,  I  quite  sympathised  with  my  crew,  but 

my  friend  M  ,  who  spoke  their  language  fluently, 

and  who  is  somewhat  choleric  in  his  disposition, 
burst  out  into  a  torrent  of  abuse,  threatening  them 
with  all  sorts  of  disasters  if  our  dinners  were  kept 
waiting,  a  calamity  to  which  I  had  long  before 
resigned  myself.  These  uncivilised  wild  men  of  the 
woods,  however,  did  not  comprehend  the  sad  mis- 
fortune of  over-roasted  meat  and  cold  vegetables, 
and  were  stoically  indifferent  to  a  faded  appetite. 

They  pulled  in  spite  of  M  's  abuse,  which  he 

accompanied  with  violent  gesticulation,  worse  and 
worse,  so  that  the  prospect  of  even  a  cold  dinner 
was  fast  vanishing  from  my  mind. 

At  length  we  arrived  opposite  an  avenue  of  trees, 
among  which  were  encamped  four  tribes  of  natives, 
who  were  busy  quarrelling  with  each  other,  and  a 
precious  din  they  were  making.  The  men  were 
roaring  out  their  passionate  orations,  and  the  women 
were  screaming  forth  invectives.  My  irritable  friend, 

M  ,  in  a  most  authoritative  tone,  bellowed  out 

to  them,  and  gaining  their  attention  commenced  a 
conversation  which,  I  fear,  was  not  govemed  by  the 
strict  rules  of  polite  society  in  the  mildest  portions 
of  it ;  he  (using  the  natives'  idiom)  desired  the  whole 
host  of  them  to  go  and  "  eat  mud,"  recommending 
such  an  occupation  as  a  better  way  of  employing 
their  time  squabbling  when  they  ought  to  be 
asleep.  He  questioned  their  courage,  and  taunt- 
ingly told  them  (that  is,  the  men)  he  feared  he  was 
addressing  a  mob  of  foolish,  squalling,  gai-rulous 
women.  The  replies  he  heard  to  this  speech  were 
not  very  complimentary  to  him,  if  one  may  judge 
from  his  conduct ;  for,  seizing  his  gun,  and  sputter- 
ing forth  an  oath  or  two  in  good  downright  English, 
he  desired  our  black  boatmen,  who  had  listened  to 
this  dialogue  in  a  state  of  high  glee,  to  pull  to  the 
bank,  and,  as  soon  as  the  stem  touched  the  reeds, 
he,  in  a  red-hot  fury,  jumped  on  land. 

I  followed  him,  and  we  were  soon  in  the  midst 
of  a  multitude  of  savages,  whose  countenances,  lit 
up  by  their  fires,  displayed  a  host  of  evil  and 
savage  passions.   I  thought  of  Captain  Cook's  fate, 
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and  felt  but  insecure  in  the  midst  of  these  wild 
devils.  They  were  all  armed  with  spears,  which 
they  flourished  above  their  heads,  while  they 
uttered  most  dreadful  yells,  and  threw  their  bodies 
into  most  grotesque  attitudes.  Grimace  and  gesti- 
culation go  a  long  way  in  the  savage's  idea  of  a 
warrior.  Long  harangues,  too,  are  a  necessary 
part  of  their  combats,  which,  of  course,  is  an 
evidence  of  their  degraded  state ;  for  in  civilised 
society,  when  a  quarrel  ensues,  the  only  gesticula- 
tion that  prefaces  it  is  the  necessary  one  accom- 
panying the  act  of  pulling  a  man's  nose,  and  the 
only  grimace  is  that  which  is  made  when  the 
feature  before-mentioned  is  being  pulled.  As  for 
long  harangues,  the  short,  laconic,  little  cere- 
monious notes  appointing  the  place,  the  hour,  and 
the  weapons,  can  hardly  come  under  the  denomin- 
ation of  long  harangues.  So  let  us  be  proud  of 
civilisation. 

If  I  dreaded  a  similar  fate  to  that  of  Captain 

Cook,  my  friend  M  had  no  such  apprehensions, 

for  he  at  once  poured  forth  upon  them  such  a 
torrent  of  abuse,  and  spit  out  his  anger  with  such 
vehemence,  that  in  a  short  time  he  completely 
talked  the  whole  tribes  down.  He  told  me  after- 
wards that  he  had  used  nothing  but  insulting 
epithets.  After  this.  Captain  Warner  may  do 
what  he  likes  with  his  secret,  for  he  could  not 
more  effectually  "  blow  up  "  a  town  or  an  army, 
and  thus  put  an  end  to  warfare,  than  my  friend 
"  blew  up  "  these  blacks  and  restored  tranquillity. 
"When  a  new  war  breaks  out,  instead  of  sending 
our  regiments  into  the  field  well  supplied  with 
powder  and  ball,  we  had  better  fill  each  soldier's 
mind  with  "  chaff." 

Tranquillity  being  restored,  we  returned  to  the 
boat  and  arrived  at  Moorunde  in  time  to  find  Eyre 
impatient  for  his  dinner,  which  he  had  (under  the 
influence  of  that  Christian  sentiment  of  "  doing  as 
you  would  be  done  by  ")  kept  back  for  four  hours. 
Thus  ended  my  day's  fishing  on  the  Murray  Eiver. 

I  shall,  perhaps,  at  some  future  day  speak  of  the 
methods  the  natives  adopt  in  catching  fish.  It  is 
a  singular  fact  that  until  the  Europeans  came 
amongst  them  they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
use  of  a  hook. 

II. — The  Torrens  River. 

I  must  now  descend  from  the  broad  river  Murray 
to  the  narrow  river  Torrens.  The  Torrens  rises  in 
the  lofty  range  of  hills  at  the  back  or  east  of  the 
town  of  Adelaide  and  about  five  miles  distant  from 
the  town.  After  rising  in  these  hills,  the  Torrens 
flows  through  the  plains  to  the  Reed  Beds  near  the 
sea-coast,  where,  like  a  bad  bushman,  it  loses 
itself.  It  is  a  river  of  small  dimensions,  rather 
swollen  and  turbulent  in  winter,  but  placid  and 
attenuated  during  the  siunmer  months.  I  said 
that  it  loses  itself  in  the  Reed  Beds  ;  it  is  a  singular 
circumstance  that  this  river,  after  flowing  in  the 
winter  months  in  a  large  volume  of  water  for 
several  miles,  spreads  out  and  immdates  a  large 
tract  of  land  adjoining  the  sea-coast,  without 
passing  into  the  ocean,  and  this  accounts  for  its 
waters  not  being  filled  with  a  greater  variety  of 
fish. 

However,  there  are  three  sorts  of  the  family  of 
the  trout,  the  salmon,  and  the  cod,  all  of  which 
display  a  relish  for  the  common  earth-worm ;  the 
two  first-named  are  very  voracious,  but  the  cod 
remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  amongst  the 
prostrate  trees,  and  will  not  take  any  bait  that  is 
not  placed  directly  before  his  nose. 

The  little  Torrens  trout  is  quite  a  pattern  to  his 
English  brother,  being  ready  to  take  the  bait  at  all 
seasons  and  during  all  changes  of  the  weather. 
The  English  trout  has  to  be  coaxed  and  wheedled 
to  get  hooked,  and  the  angler  must  make  his  line 
of  certain  invisible  materials,  must  dress,  too,  in 
sober  grey  or  some  unassuming  colour,  and,  above 
all  things,  must  keep  as  much  out  of  sight  of  his 
suspicious  prize  as  he  possibly  can.  The  Torrens 
trout,  on  the  contrary,  is  qmte  a  different  sort  of 
fellow.  He  is  ready  to  take  the  bait  whenever  it 
is  thrown  into  the  water,  and  the  best  way  of 
throwing  it  in  is  to  do  it  as  clumsily  as  it  can  be 
done,  that  a  good  loud  splash  may  accompany  it, 
and  thus,  like  a  postman's  knock,  inform  the  fish 
you  have  got  something  for  them.  The  gallant 
little  trout  comes  to  it  directly,  and  without  a 
particle  of  vile  suspicion  swallows  hook  and  worm, 
and  is  rewarded  with  a  snug  place  in  the  angler's 
basket.  The  salmon  is  much  of  the  same  amiable 
disposition,  so  that  a  dish  of  delicious  fish  is  soon 
procured ;  they  do  not  nm  to  any  size  or  weight,  a 


few  ounces  in  weight  and  nine  inches  in  length 
being  all  they  attain  to ;  but  they  are  very  nice 
eating,  unsurpassed  for  delicate  flavoiu:  by  any  fish 
in  the  world. 

I  said  the  Australian  settler  is  not  generally  a 
sportsman,  and  in  proof  of  the  assertion  I  may 
state  that  three-fourths  of  the  people  of  Adelaide 
are  ignorant  this  day  of  the  fact  that  these  fish  are 
swimming  almost  past  their  doors  and  may  be 
caught  by  hundreds  with  but  little  trouble.  There 
are  also  vast  quantities  of  little  crayfish  in  this 
river,  resembling  in  every  respect  (except  size)  the 
lobster.  These  accommodate  themselves  to  our 
rude  methods  of  fishing,  and  are  caught  in  great 
numbers  by  a  piece  of  flesh  at  the  end  of  a  string. 
They  cling  on  to  the  flesh,  are  raised  to  the 
surface,  and  a  net  is  then  put  under  them*  into 
which  they  fall.  They  are  boiled  with  salt  and 
eaten  with  great  relish  by  all  classes. 

Thus  ends  my  account  of  fresh-water  fishing  in 
Australia.  In  the  sea  there  are  snapper,  rock  cod, 
parrot-fish,  red  mullet,  mullet,  salmon,  whiting, 
bream,  guardfish,  the  dogfish,  the  shark,  and  to 
ambitious  fishermen  the  porpoise  and  the  whale. 
The  snapper  is  the  best  for  the  table  ;  the  rock  cod 
and  parrot-fish  are  but  poor  stuff'  in  my  opinion, 
but  de  gustibus,  etc.  They  are  all  more  or  less  of 
confiding  natures  and  ravenous  appetites,  and  are 
decidedly  carnivorous,  if  eating  all  kinds  of  raw 
flesh  entitles  them  to  that  distinction ;  conse- 
quently the  science  of  salt-water  fishing  at  this  end 
of  the  globe  is  reduced  to  very  simple  rules. 

There  is  another  fish  I  have  not  mentioned  as 
inhabiting  the  coast — -namely,  the  barracoota. 
This  innocent  creature  is  lured  to  the  hook  by  a 
piece  of  red  cloth,  and  finds  to  his  sorrow  when 
hooked  the  folly  of  trusting  to  outward  appearances. 
I  am  very  glad  I  have  thought  of  this  fish,  as  it 
enables  me  to  conclude  with  a  moral.  Yoimg 
ladies,  don't  snatch  too  eagerly  at  a  red  coat,  or 
you  may  have  the  fate  of  the  poor  barracoota  I 


PEAELS  IN  DEFOKMBD  SHELLS. 


It  is  (as  I  believe)  erroneously  stated  in  most 
books  on  pearls  that  these  gems  are  discovered 
more  frequently  in  deformed  shells,  or  where  the 
two  valves  are  not  exactly  of  the  same  size,  shape, 
dimensions,  and  configuration. 

My  own  limited  observations  upon  comparatively 
only  a  few  inland  pearl-bearing  shells  do  not  con- 
firm this  tradition  or  belief. 

In  spite  of  being  in  the  minority,  I  have  no 
reason  to  suspect  that  there  is  a  grain  of  truth  in 
such  an  absurd  accepted  theory. 

After  publishing  the  first  portion  of  my  work 
upon  "  The  Pearl  and  Mother-of-Pearl  Industries," 
Mr.  Alexander  Lmnsden,  the  able  and  experienced 
official  superintendent  of  the  Tay  Fisheries  in 
Scotland,  wrote  to  me  on  Feb.  20,  1902  :— 

"  I  am  only  just  a  little  sorry  that  you  have 
upset  my  cherished  delusion  of  long  ago,  that 
pearls  were  formed  from  diseased  mussels. 

"  I  know  well  with  what  delight  a  mussel-fisher 
looks  at  and  handles  a  deformed  shell,  and  the 
look  of  expectancy  on  his  face  as  he  rips  it  open, 
but  I  must  say  that  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred  his  lower  jaw  falls  after  he  has  examined 
the  deformed  shell  where  no  pearl  is  found. 

"  I  expect  some  good  pearls  have  been  obtained 
from  deformed  as  well  as  from  well-formed  shells. 

"  It  strikes  the  mussel-fisher  when  he  gets  hold 
of  a  good  pearl  to  be  able  to  describe  what  sort  of 
shell  it  came  from. 

"  Hence  the  fact  of  once  finding  a  good  pearl  in 
a  crooked  shell  would  go  the  roimd,  and  finally 
lead  to  the  belief  that  pearls  were  only  got  in 
deformed  shells." 

In  another  portion  of  Mr.  Alexander  Lumsden's 
letter  he  makes  a  fresh  and  further  suggestion 
which  had  hitherto  escaped  my  attention. 

He  thinks  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  pearl 
mussels  may  coat  over  with  nacre  intruding  free 
substances,  may  be  to  make  these  thereby  heavier, 
so  that  this  added  weight  may  enable  the  animal 
more  easily  to  expel  the  irritating  invader. 

J.  Lawrence -Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton, 
March  23,  1902. 
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LOUGH  COEEIB  AND  ITS  TEIBU- 
TAEIES. 


From  the  time  of  the  ill-fated  Connemara 
Fishing  Club,  which  died  some  ten  years  ago  and 
swallowed  up  the  money  invested  in  it,  we  have 
taken  a  more  or  less  lively  interest  in  the  fortunes 
of  the  sport  of  angling  in  that  nature-blessed  but 
poacher-cursed  district. 

Recently  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Scrope  P. 
Doig,  the  hon.  secretary,  a  report  of  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association,  with  some  account  of  its 
previous  work.  Mr.  Doig  certainly  seems  to  be 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place  ;  he  is  very  enthu- 
siastic, which  is  a  great  point,  and  he  has  had 
nearly  fifty  years'  experience  of  angling  in  Lough 
Corrib  and  district.  If  he  is  properly  supported, 
there  is  no  reason  why  in  time  he  should  not  make 
the  fishing  as  valuable  and  attractive  as  any  in  the 
United  Kingdom — that  is  provided  he  can  stop 
the  cross-line  poaching  which  goes  on. 

On  p.  14  of  his  report  Mr.  Doig  says :  "  Letters 
have  appeared  of  late  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  which 
would  lead  strangers  to  suppose  that  cross -line 
fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  is  rampant,  whereas  it  is 
practically  confined  to  two  or  three  comparatively 
small  portions  of  this  enormous  sheet  of  water." 

He  says  that  what  our  correspondents  thought 
were  boats  fishing  cross-lines)  were  really  boats  in 
line  with  trolling-lines  out.  At  first  he  himself 
was  deceived,  but  on  getting  up  to  the  boats  he 
found  they  were  "  trolling  in  line."  Of  course  we 
are  not  going  to  say  that  the  poachers  do  not  troll 
in  line  occasionally,  especially  when  any  suspicious- 
looking  boat  is  seen  in  the  distance,  but  we  are 
pretty  sure  if  the  boats  were  boarded  and  examined 
unexpectedly  the  cross-line  would  be  brought  to 
light.  The  cross-liners  can  dispose  of  Jtheir  tackle 
without  the  least  movement  being  seen,  be 
the  glasses  ever  so  powerful,  the  extreme  ends  of 
the  line  being  fastened  under  the  boats ;  they  only 
have  to  get  into  deep  water  and  the  lines  are  out  of 
sight  of  anyone  coming  up,  who  sees  only  the 
trolling  tackle  at  work. 

But  why  permit  this,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very 
suspicious  "  iroZKn^  tn  line"  system?  Mr.  Doig 
says  the  object  is  to  prevent  two  boats  going  over 
the  same  ground.  "  The  object  of  trolling  ia  line 
is  that  by  doing  so  no  two  boats  can  go  over  the 
same  ground,  and  by  working  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  line  every  bit  of  the  ground  is  thoroughly 
searched.  As  soon  as  one  boat  hooks  a  fish  it  falls 
back  out  of  line,  and  the  other  boats  close  up." 

All  we  can  say  is  that,  even  if  it  is  all  as  Mr. 
Doig  says,  such  systematic  trolling  must  be  very 
unfair  to  the  stock  of  fish,  and  it  makes  cross- 
lining  so  absolutely  easy  that  every  effort  ought  to 
be  made  to  abolish  the  system. 

Even  as  it  is  the  hon.  secretary  candidly  admits 
that  "  There  is  no  doubt  cross-fishing  goes  on,  but 
it  is  chiefly  done  either  early  or  late  in  the  day, 
and  often  even  at  night." 

What  is  wanted,  it  seems  to  us,  is  the  importation 
of  a  few  absolutely  reliable  men,  who  should  have 
fast  motor-driven  boats  and  power  to  thoroughly 
overhaul  any  boat  on  the  lough  it  they  have  reason 
to  suspect  illegal  fishing.  From  conversations  we 
have  had  with  those  who  know  the  district  well  we 
do  not  believe  it  will  be  possible  to  put  down 
poaching  if  the  bailiffs  are  taken  from  among  the 
people  living  in  the  district. 

We  quite  recognise  the  great  difiiculties  that  the 
association  has  to  deal  with  in  attempting  to 
protect  a  sheet  of  water  thirty-five  miles  in  length, 
with  an  average  of  two  and  a  half  miles  in  width, 
but  since  cross-line  fishing  is  illegal  it  ought  to 
turn  its  attention  to  stamping  it  out  as  much  as 
possible,  and  not  to  waste  money  in  netting  for 
pike — in  fact,  the  danger  is  the  nets  would  kill  more 
salmon  and  trout  than  pike  in  such  a  sheet  of  water. 
For  instance,  in  1901  ^£23  6s.  9d.  was  spent  for  nets 
and  netting  pike,  with  a  result  that  139  pike  were 
killed.  Why,  a  clever  keeper  with  a  score  or  two 
of  trimmers  would  have  done  this  as  part  of  his 
day's  work.  We  advise  Mr.  Doig  to  keep  a  sharp 
watch  on  those  eleven  nets. 

Of  course  the  local  fishermen  who  used  to  supply 
the  local  shopkeepers  with  trout  for  the  English 
markets  are  very  sore  at  the  cross-line  business 
being  made  illegal,  are  determined  to  poach  when 
they  can ;  they  also  think  it  hard  that  while  two 
local  gentlemen.  Lord  Ardilaun  and  Mr,  Henry 
Hodgson,  have  the  right  to  net  salmon  and  trout 
along  the  shores  of  their  respective  properties 
they  are  not  allowed  to  use  the  cross-line.  The 
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gentlemen  mentioned  are  neither  of  them  willing  to 
forego  their  right  to  net  without  compensation. 

If  the  association  had  funds,  which  cannot  be 
said  to  be  the  case,  it  would  be  wise  to  pay  these 
gentlemen  such  annual  sum  as  might  fairly  cover 
their  loss  of  revenue  from  the  stopping  of  netting. 

As  long  as  the  watchers  are  taken  from  the  local 
population  so  long  will  the  attempt  to  prevent 
poaching  be  a  farce.  What  is  wanted  is  well  paid 
men  absolutely  above  being  tampered  with,  the 
right  to  examine  boats  and  takes  of  fish,  and  the 
right  to  examine  the  shops  of  the  dealers  at  any  time. 

The  Corrib  district  is  so  prolific  in  fish  life  that 
with  real  jxrotection  in  a  few  years  it  would  be  the 
favourite  resort  of  anglers,  and  no  harm  would  be 
done  to  the  local  fishermen.  They  would  get  more 
employment,  would  have  more  fish  to  catch  fairly, 
and  they  would  certainly  benefit  indirectly  by  the 
fact  that  anglers  in  numbers  came  to  spend  money 
in  the  district. 

One  thing  we  are  very  sorry  to  see  in  Mr.  Doig's 
report,  and  that  is  that  many  anglers  who  have 
visited  the  lough  and  had  good  sport  have  gone 
away  without  giving  a  penny  to  its  funds.  This 
being  the  case  we  should  advise  the  association,  if 
possible,  to  make  some  charge  for  visitors  say  from 
any  place  beyond  a  radius  of  so  many  miles  from 
the  lough,  the  money  so  obtained  to  go  to  the 
preservation  fund. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  ia  spite  of  the  draw 
backs  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  income  of 
the  association  is  such  a  paltry  one — it  is  not  even 
equal  to  that  of  Goldsmith's  schoolmaster,  who 
was  "  passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year  " — 
the  fishing  last  year  was  good. 

"  There  were  numerous  anglers  here  in  Ought- 
erard  last  season,  and  many  of  them,  it  is  known, 
made  excellent  bags,  several  of  the  trout  caught 
by  them  with  the  May  Fly  turning  the  scale  at 
101b.  and  121b.  weight.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  fishing  season  last  year  the  weather,  as 
regards  fishing,  could  not  be  worse.  The  hon. 
secretary  fished  from  April  12  to  Aug.  12,  and  in 
that  period  of  123  days  actually  fished  on  the 
lake  for  88  days,  and  most  of  that  time  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake.  The  following  was  his 
^'ag: — 2  salmon,  weighing  251b.  (one  weighed 
191b.)  ;  224  trout,  weighing  2761b.,  and  14  pike 
weighing  83^1b.,  equal  to  an  average  per  day  of 
4  •  31b.  The  best  day  in  the  May  Fly  season  Was 
17  trout,  weighing  201b.  The  best  general  day 
was  1  salmon,  191b.,  4  trout,  7^1b.,  and  4  pike 
and  3  perch.  The  best  week  was  that  ending 
June  8,  in  which  42  trout  were  caught  in  five 
days  with  the  May  Fly,  weighing  471b. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  hon.  secretary  trusts  that 
the  accounts  now  made  public  will  show  anglers 
and  all  gentlemen  interested  in  the  improvement 
of  the  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  that  any  sub- 
scriptions they  may  be  good  enough  to  give  to 
the  association  will  be  spent  exclusively  in  the 
preservation  of  the  lake,  and  he  would  also  add 
that  he  will  at  all  times  be  only  too  happy  to 
give  any  information  regarding  the  fishing, 
and  also  to  receive  any  practical  suggestions 
regarding  its  improvement.  These  latter  will,  in 
due  course,  be  laid  before  the  association  for 
their  consideration  and  orders. 

"  ScROPE  B.  DoiG,  Hon.  Sec, 
i"  Corrib  Fisheries  Association, 
"  Oughterard." 
We  sincerely  trust  that  Mr.  Doig  will  get  the 
support  he  deserves  to  get ;  we  hope  he  will  burn 
those  eleven  pike-nets  and  see  if  it  is  possible  to 
carry  out  one  or  two  other  suggestions  which  we 
have  ventured  to  make.    We  can  assure  him  that 
any  accounts  we  have  published  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  best  interests  of  the  association. 


The  first  of  the  festivities  in  connection  with  the 
Coronation  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  May  10,  at 
the  Criterion  Restaurant,  when  a  banquet  will  be 
given  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  colonial  and  Ameri- 
can Press  by  representative  London  editors.  His 
Excellency  the  American  Ambassador  will  be 
present.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Sir  Douglas 
Straight,  and  the  other  members  of  the  preliminary 
committee  are— Mr.  Arthur  W.  aBeckett,  Mr.  j. 
Nicol  Dunn,  Mr.  W.  J.  Fisher,  Major  Arthur 
Griffiths,  Mr.  Bruce  S.  Ingram,  Mr.  Harry  L.  W. 
Lawson,  Mr.  C.  Arthur  Pearson,  Mr.  W.  D.  Ross, 
Mr.  Clement  K.  Shorter,  Mr.  J.  Alfred  Spender, 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Watson.  All  communications 
should  beaddressed  to  the  honorary  secretary,  Mr. 
Austin  Brereton,  13,  York-chambers,  Adelphi,  W.C 


WALBKAN'S  FLY  FISHEES'  COM- 
PENDIUM AND  PEICE  LIST. 


The  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Stores  Company,  of 
38a,  Wellington-street,  Leeds,  sends  me  a  very  neat 
little  work  compiled  by  Francis  M.  Walliran,  and 
well  illustrated.  It  deals  chiefly  with  fly  fishing, 
both  wet  and  dry,  and,  of  course,  Mr.  Walbran 
is  far  too  well  known  as  a  practical  angler  to  make  it 
necessary  to  do  more  than  say  his  list  will  be  found 
thoroughly  useful  and  practical.  The  illustration 
of  the  grayling,  which  we  give,  is  from  list,  and  is 
a  photograph  of  a  splendid  fellow  of  31b.  9oz.  taken 
by  Mr.  Walbran.  The  list  runs  to  over  120  pages, 
and  among  the  specialities  described  in  it  may  be 
mentioned  Walbran's  Reliable  Level  Gut  Casts, 
three  yards,  1st  quality,  at  9J.  These  are  very 
good  value  indeed,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for 
the  2nd  quality,  three  yard  east,  at  6d.  The 
"Marston"  May  Fly  Cast  will  be  found  just  the 
thing  where  trout  run  over  l^lb. — 3  yards.  Is.  6d. 
each.  Mr.  Walbran  called  it  after  me  some  years 
ago,  because  I  happened  to  tell  him  how  satisfied 
I  was  with  it. 

The  three  yard  Tapered  Dry  Fly  Cast  at  Is.  is  if 
anything  a  trifle  too  stout,  but  can  be  had  finer 
if  desired.  I  hope  to  try  the  samples  of  north 
country  flies  on  drawn  gut  in  the  north  country 
presently  if  only  the  weather  would  get  a  little 
more  like  fly-fishing.  If  Mr.  Walbran  does  not 
know  what  the  north  country  trout  like,  then  I 
do   not   know    who    does,    certainly   he  ought 
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{Continued  from  page  256.) 

TuK  Parson  and  the  Captain  had  passed  far  too 
many  hours  of  storm  and  sunshine  together  not  to 
be  fully  actiuainted  with  each  other's  style  of 
fishing  ;  and  no  one  who  saw  with  what  apparent 
unconsciousness  of  the  other's  presence  each  made 
his  own  cast,  just  as  his  own  line  appeared  to 
want  it,  would  have  imagined  that  the  whole 
operation  was  regulated  by  a  habitual  and  almost 
unconscious  observation  of  each  other's  motions. 

There  was  at  first  quite  success  enough  to  test 
the  goodness  of  the  extempore  flies,  and  though 
few  fish  of  much  more  than  a  pound  weight  were 
taken,  and  those  of  a  dull  brown,  out-of-season 
sort  of  character,  as  if  they,  too,  were  pilgrims 
doing  penance  in  an  uncongenial  locality,  yet, 
combmed  with  the  novelty  of  the  scene  and  the 
fineness  of  the  weather,  the  fishing  afforded  quite 
excitement  enough  to  keep  the  interest  alive. 

But  the  breeze  gradually  dropped.  Large 
splashes  of  calm,  glazy-looking  water  appeared 
here  and  there,  spreading  by  little  and  little  over 
the  whole  surface,  while  the  rises  became  more 
and  more  mfrequent,  and,  before  a  dozen  fish  had 
been  caught,  ceased  altogether.  Slievan  had  fairly 
given  it  up,  and  was  asleep  with  his  mouth  open 
at  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  M'Gowan  was 
putting  the  finishing  touches  to  some  Buzz  flies 
which  he  had  been  making  ever  since  the  boat  had 
left  the  Purgatory ;  the  Imes  were  still  cast  across 


Grayling. 

(Weight  311j.  9oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  FraiK-is  JI.  Walbran  on  the  Hampshire  Test,  Nov. 


to  for  he  has  had  enough  experience,  not  only 
of  fly,  but  of  creeper,  clear  water  worm,  minnow, 
and  winter  worm  fishing.  His  hooks  on  gut  are 
just  first  rate,  nice  long  shanks  and  very  neatly 
whipped.  Is.  a  dozen,  on  16-inch  selected  gut ;  each 
hook  is  put  in  a  separate  paper,  so  there  is  no 
bother  from  entanglement,  and  if  hooks  on  gut 
have  gut  loops  and  are  done  up  in  a  coil 
it  is  most  difiicult  to  get  one  out  without  a 
tangle— it  is  all  right  if  there  are  no  loops 
and  I  never  use  them,  as  I  knot  the  hook  link  to 
the  cast.  I  must  say  I  like  the  hooks  on  gut  sent 
by  Mr.  Walbran  very  much  indeed,  and  can  recom- 
mend them  to  the  notice  of  roach  and  other  general 
anglers  as  well  as  for  trout  fishing.  For  other 
items,  such  as  patterns  of  dry  flies,  dry-fly  rods, 
lines,  reels,  etc.,  I  must  refer  my  readers  for 
particulars  to  Mr.  Walbran's  new  price  list. 

N.B. — His  split-wing  midges  on  turned-down 
sneck-bend  eyed  hooks  are  perfection. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


There  has  just  lately  been  a  great  deal  in  the  news- 
papers about  the  comparative  merits  of  British  and 
American  built  looomotives.  In  one  respect  our 
Yankee  cousins  are  undoubtedly  ahead  of  us  ;  they  can 
turn  out  the  finished  engines  in  much  less  time  than 
our  builders  take  for  .the  same  work.  On  inquiry  as 
to  the  reason  for  this  it  appears  that  the  American 
castings  are  so  much  superior.  "  On  our  side  of  the 
damp  spot  you  call  the  Atlantic  Ocean,"  said  my 
informant,  "  we  just  cast  the  locomotives  whole,  rub 
oS  the  sand  and  get  up  steam  1 " 


the  water,  but  lazily  and  mechanically ;  the  thoughts 
of  the  fishermen  were  evidently  elsewhere. 

"  What  bird  is  that  ?  "  said  the  Captain,  rousing 
himself.  ° 

"  Sure  it's  an  aigle  !  "  said  the  men ;  and,  for 
want  of  somethmg  better  to  do,  the  whole  party 
stood,  sat,  or  reclined,  watching  the  bird  as  it 
hovered  uneasily  round  and  round  them. 

"  I  should  not  wonder,"  said  the  Captain,  who 
was  a  bit  of  an  ornithologist,  and  in  his  younger 
days  had  been  an  eminent  bird's-nester — "I  should 
not  wonder  at  all  if  that  bird  has  a  nest,  late  in 
the  season  as  it  is.  Pull  out  a  hundred  yards  or 
so,  and  then  lie  on  your  oars,  and  let  us  watch 
her." 

The  boat  was  hardly  pulled  off  the  shore,  when 
the  bird,  having  made  some  three  or  four  circles 
round  the  island,  as  if  recoiuioitring  the  ground, 
dipped  suddenly  down  in  the  middle  of  it,  dis- 
appearing ill  a  clump  of  rocks  and  myrica  bushes. 

"  There  is  the  nest,  you  may  be  sure,"  said  he. 
"  Many  a  bird's  nest  have  I  taken  in  my  time,  but 
never  an  eagle's  nest  yet." 

There  was  but  little  temptation  to  continue 
casting  out  the  lines  over  still  water,  and  all  were 
excited  at  the  thoughts  of  this  new  object  of 
pursuit ;  the  boat,  therefore,  was  soon  secured  to 
the  shore,  and  all  parties  dispersed  about  the  island 
in  the  search. 

It  so  happened  that  the  Parson  had  marked  the 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.  F.G. 


272 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  19,  1902 


very  clump  in  which  the  bird  had  pitched,  and  had 
taken  the  bearings  accurately.  Guiding  his  course 
by  these,  he  scrambled  over  huge,  loose,  mossy 
stones,  so  large,  so  irregular,  and  so  unconnected 
with  each  other  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  whole 
island  was  a  mere  stone-heap  which  the  giants  had 
left.  Scrambling  on  all  fours  over  one  of  them, 
he  with  some  difficulty  raised  his  head  bej  ond  its 
edge,  and  found  himself  within  an  arm's  length, 
not  only  of  the  nest,  but  of  the  bird,  which  rose 
suddenly  with  a  shrill,  startled  cry,  and,  knocking 
off  his  hat  in  her  passage,  dashed  off,  clanging  and 
screaming,  to  the  westward,  discovering,  in  a  rude 
nest  of  dry  sticks,  four  dirty  white  eggs,  about  the 
size  and  .shape  of  a  bantam's,  only  rounder  and 
plumper. 

The  result  of  a  council  of  war  held  upon  them 
was  that  they  should  be  subjected  to  the  water 
test,  it  being  a  fact  well  known  among  birds'- 
nesters  that  an  egg  that  has  been  sat  upon,  even 
for  a  day,  will  swim,  turning  one  of  its  ends  upper- 
most, whereas  the  fresh  egg  sinks  to  the  bottom, 
and  lies  on  its  side.  The  eggs,  in  this  instance, 
did  not  stand  the  test,  and  as  they  were  unfit  for 
preservation  they  were  carefully  replaced  in  the 
nest,  and  the  eagle  was  permitted  to  hatch  them 
out,  the  I'arson  taking,  as  .■ijwJi<i  opima,  one  of 
them,  which  happened  to  be  addled. 

(To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  river  is  in 
splendid  order  for  trouting,  and  the  weather  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired,  except  on  Tuesday,  when 
the  wind  was  easterly.  But  even  then  there  was 
plenty  of  sunshine,  and  the  wind  was  not  strong. 
Very  few  anglers,  however,  have  been  seen  out  on  the 
river.  The  best  trout  of  the  week  has  been  caught  at 
Shepperton  Weir  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials.  The  fish  scaled  71b.  12oz.,  and  was  an 
old  one,  with  hooked  jaw.  It  measured  28in.  in 
length,  and  ought  to  have  scaled  141b.  The 
fish,  however,  gave  good  sport  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  This  is  the  third  member  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  who  has  secured 
a  trout  from  the  Thames  since  the  season  opened  of 
over  61b.  in  weight.  Two  smaller  fish  have  been 
caught  at  Pangbourne.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  has  had 
two  more  trout  since  my  last  report,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  other  fish  being  taken,  except  Mr.  G. 
Sinibaldi  who,  fishing  from  Teddington  Weir,  hooked 
a  barbel  of  about  8 Jib.,  which  was  safely  returned  to 
the  river.  The  Kingston  Piscatorials'  annual  dinner 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

-;   (Henley). — The  water  here  is  in  good  con- 
dition with  a  nice  stream ;  few  fish  have  been  seen 
on  the  move.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken  another 
trout  since  his  fine  fish  of  101b.  4oz.,  which  be  returned 
to  the  water  again  ;  it  weighed  just  under  .31b.  This 
is  the  only  capture  I  know  of  in  this  district. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Aucholme  District. — It  is  now  fine  and  spring- 
like, and  goodly  numbers  of  early  files  are-  hatching  in 
the  bright  sunshine,  so  the  outlook  for  trout  fishing  is 
quite  rosy  for  the  coming  week.  Yesterday  (April  15) 
we  had  about  one-tenth  of  an  inch  of  rain,  which  will 
go  far  towards  improving  the  fishing.  The  Early 
Brown,  Cow  Dung,  Small  Black  and  March  Brown 
are  the  best  flies. — Thomas  Ford,  Gaistor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  little  con- 
tinues to  be  done  by  anglers,  the  river  being  full  of 
salmon  fly,  and  the  fish  consequently  do  not  take 
freely.  A  large  number  of  salmon  have  been  taken  at 
the  weir,  whilst  in  the  North  wood  waters  Dr.  Walters 
captured  two  fine  salmon,  one  weighing  201b.  and  the 
other  14:1b.  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  H.  Pull  have  had 
baskets  averaging  from  four  to  five  brace,  and  on 
Monday  the  latter  bad  fifteen. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  weather  has  lately  been  too 
fine  for  salmon  fishing  except  in  the  evening,  and  there 
have  not  been  many  fresh  fish  running.  A  gentle- 
man killed  one,  141b.,  at  Little  Corby;  Mr.  M.  H. 
Humble,  one,  211b.,  in  the  Armatbwaite  Castle  water ; 
Mr.  Hague,  one,  201b  ,  at  Brocklewash  ;  Mr.  Barlow, 
one,  101b.,  below  Carlisle;  and  Mr.  Scott,  one,  101b., 
at  Wetheral.  Some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken. — Silver  Gkby. 

lisk  (Whitby). — Daring  the  past  week  several 
anglers  have  plied  the  rod,  evidently  with  somewhat 
unsatisfactory  results,  according  to  information  re- 
ceived. Rain  fell  continuously  on  Tuesday,  but  the 
water  has  not  been  materially  improved  in  condition, 
and  in  consequence  ttie  CJooolf  for  the  ensuing  week 


continues  only  moderate.     Sea    anglers    are  also 
experiencing  discouraging  results. — J.  Jackson. 
Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.) — 

The  weather  is  still  cold,  and  anglers  are  none  too  eager 
to  start  trout  fishing.  Occasionally  we  have  warm 
sunshine  and  promise  of  better  weather,  but  wind 
rolls  round  to  the  east  and  it  is  quickly  all  over.  Very 
little  is  seen  between  Stamford  and  Burghley  of 
experts,  and  swimming  the  maggot  is  about  the  only 
way  of  catching  a  fish.    Plies  are  very  late. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  wind  has 
shifted  a  good  deal  during  the  last  week,  and  speaking 
generally  the  weather  has  been  in  favour  of  the  fisher- 
man. There  have  been  some  splendid  rises,  chiefly 
towards  sunset.  On  Thursday  (April  10)  the  surface  of 
the  lake  was  practically  in  a  boil  for  a  couple  of  hours. 
Some  very  fine  baskets  have  been  made,  but  nearly 
all  by  the  same  man,  Mr.  Malpass.  On  the  9th  Mr. 
Malpass  creeled  twenty-three  fish,  131b.  6oz. ;  and 
Mr.  Chesshire  eight  fish,  41b.  4oz.  On  the  10th  Mr. 
Malpass  killed  twenty-nine  fish,  191b.  2oz.  The  best 
fish  weighed  21b.  4oz  ,  and  was  a  picture.  Mr. 
Stratton  weighed  in  seven  fish,  51b.  loz. ;  and  Messrs. 
Stone  and  Thorp  four  fish  each.  On  the  11th  Mr. 
Malpass  killed  twenty-one  fish,  12  lb.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Stratton 
eighteen  fish,  lllb.Goz.;  Mr.  Chesshire  nine  fish,  41b.  lloz. 
Mr.  Pine,  eight  fish,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Stone,  five  fish, 
and  Mr.  Oregon,  three.  On  April  12,  Mr.  Chesshire 
killed  seven  fish,  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr. 
Chesshire  six  each,  and  Mr.  Barker  four.  On 
April  14,  Mr.  Pine  killed  fifteen  fish,  81b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  Stone,  four,  31b.  9oz.,  and  Mr.  Chesshire, 
three,  two  of  which  weighed  lib.  each.  Mr.  IMalpass 
has  done  better  than  ever,  and  has  made  the 
record  aggregate  basket  of  the  lake.  In  seventeen 
days  he  weighed  in  262  trout,  weighing  1631b.,  an 
average  of  fifteen  fish  a  day.  His  best  basket  was 
twenty-nine  fish,  and  his  best  fish  2ilb. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — On  these  waters  still  open  for  loich-fishing 
some  good-sized  fish  have  been  taken,  and  those  I  have 
seen  have  been  "  clean "  and  not  at  all  advanced 
as  regards  spawning  matters.  Lea  roach  are  well- 
known  to  be  late  spawners,  and  the  cold  spring  we 
have  been  treated  to  will  not  hasten  matters  in  this 
direction.  I  came  across  a  nice  lot  of  perch  spawn 
the  other  day,  and  saw  several  pike  in  the  backwaters. 
While  roach  are  numerous  iu  the  Lea  perch  are 
scarce,  and  I  should  like  to  see  some  of  the  latter 
fish  put  in  that  river  for  restocking  purposes.  I 
should  also  like  the  size  of  perch  increased  from  Tin. 
to  9in.,  and  perch  fishing  stopped  early  in  February. 
Then  we  might  have  a  good  head  of  perch  in  the  river 
again  at  no  distant  date.  I  saw  a  nice  trout  move  in 
Broxbourne  Weir  Pool  on  Saturday  (April  12).  I  also 
observed  a  swallow  there,  and  hard  by,  in  the  meadow, 
met  with  my  first  cowslips  of  the  season  in  bloom. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lng'gr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  have  been  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  the  weather 
suitable  for  angling.  The  nights  have  been  frosty, 
followed  by  sunshine  during  the  day  until  Tuesday, 
when  there  was  a  steady  fall  of  rain  in  the  district 
which  has  caused  a  good  deal  of  road- water  to  get  into 
the  rivers  and  they  are  a  little  coloured.  The  prospects 
for  sport  are  good.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Lnggr.  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (King'sland).-  Cold 
rain  fell  for  some  hours  yesterday  (Tuesday),  causing 
the  rivers  to  rise  two  or  three  inches  of  slightly 
stained  water — now  running  off.  This  will  improve 
the  fishing,  which  has  not  been  so  good  as  could  be 
wished  owing  to  frosty  nights.  Friday  night  (April  11) 
was  without  frost  and  on  Saturday  fair  sport  was 
general,  and  baskets  up  to  twelve  brace  made.  The 
prospects  for  coming  week  have  improved  and  may 
be  said  to  be  good.  All  the  early  spring  flies  are  now 
out.  The  February  Red  still  holds  its  own  as  a  killer. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Badleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has,  in  the  matter  of  weather  and  fishing  operations, 
been  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  .the  season  so  far — 
cold  and,  generally  speaking,  disappointing.  Last 
Monday,  however,  one  rod  secured  on  the  Rolle  water 
a  nice  basket  of  seven  brace,  which  was  exceptional 
luck.  Some  rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  but  not  enough  to 
give  a  freshet  to  the  river,  which  is,  at  the  time  of 
reporting  (Wednesday),  quite  clear.  The  season  is 
backward,  but  mild  weather  will  be  likely  to  improve 
things. — Heeon. 

Fl3rmonth. — The  rivers  are  still  in  good  condition 
for  fishing,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken.  Mr.  Hornbrook  had  a  salmon  weighing  101b. 
on  Saturday  last,  and  Mr.  Stancombe  had  a  nice 
basket  of  three  dozen  trout  on  Monday,  all  nice  fish, 
caught  with  the  Blue  and  rat's  fur.  The  peel  are  up 
in  the  Tavy ;  this  is  much  earlier  than  last  year. — 

WiLLIASI  HeAEDEB. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  very  cold  and  cutting  winds,  so  much  in 
evidence  throughout  this  neighbourhood  for  some  time 
past,  prevailed  up  to  the  close  of  last  week,  rendering 
angling  much  more  of  a  toil  than  pleasure,  and  very 
little  sport  could  be  obtained  on  any  of  these  rivers. — 
Vyenwy, 


Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours.— There 
is  but  little  to  record  in  trouting.  The  weather  has  been 
treacherous,  and  the  wind,  as  a  rule,  easterly,  with 
white  frosts  in  the  early  mornings.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) has  been  an  ideal  spring  day,  with  a  temperature 
of  60  degrees  in  the  shade.  Trout  fishers  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Ouse  have  taken  a  few  fish  in  the  sloop 
reach  above  Sheffield-park,  and  the  tributaries  of  the 
Adur  have  afforded  sport,  but  worming  alone  has 
accounted  for  takes.  Smelt  are  in  the  harbours,  also 
a  few  small  bass. — George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  clear,  but  fishable 
in  the  eddies.  Many  salmon,  both  with  fly  and 
minnow,  have  been  taken.  One  gentleman  had  a  good 
catch  of  trout  on  Saturday  (April  12). — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  up  to 
Tuesday,  when  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  which 
continued  all  day,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a 
colour  on  the  water  and  it  has  risen  a  few  inches,  but 
the  weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine  again  and 
the  colour  will  soon  run  off  and  be  in  good  order  for 
fly  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  It  is  in  good  order 
now  for  worm  fishing,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been 
been  out,  and  trout  ^Ib.  and  IJlb.  each  have  been 
landed.  Before  the  rain  the  fish  were  well  on  the 
feed  and  rising  freely  at  the  fly,  and  some  good  sport 
was  had. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 

been  visited  this  week  with  a  nice  fall  of  rain,  which 
has  caused  the  river  to  rise  a  little  and  to  become 
coloured,  but  it  is  only  surface  water  and  will  soon 
run  off,  and  should  be  in  good  condition  again  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  Before  the  rain  the  weather  was  fine 
and  suitable  for  angling,  and  the  fish  were  well  on  the 
feed  and  rising  better ;  and  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  have  tried  fly  with  success,  some  nice 
lots  of  trout  being  landed. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Water  in  good  con- 
dition for  fly  fishing,  and  many  good  baskets  are 
taken.  Mr.  Kennard,  jun.,  has  caught  several  good 
baskets  of  late,  also  Mr.  Poulette  and  other  gentlemen 
who  have  been  out. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Witfaam,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  cold  east  wind  sweeping  over  the  Wolds  has  done 
little  to  encourage  the  sportsmen  on  the  becks.  Very 
little  has  been  done  in  this  part  of  the  county,  but 
further  interest  is  being  developed  on  this  side  of  the 
Trent  Valley.  Some  of  the  minor  streams  which 
empty  into  the  upper  Witham  have  yielded  a  few  odd 
brace,  but  these  have  mostly  been  taken  by  the 
bottom  fisher  whilst  allowing  his  bait  to  run  loosely 
in  the  rough  water  or  with  the  aid  of  the  float  in  the 
holes. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— On  April  15 
a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  raised  these  rivers  several 
feet,  and  will  no  doubt  bring  the  fish  on  the  feed. 
Several  gentlemen  from  Nottingham  and  Sheffield 
have  visited  this  district,  but  with  very  little  success. 
The  prospect  is  now  very  much  better.  The  minnow 
and  worm  may  be  used  with  success  until  the  water  is 
clear  for  the  fly. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Water  too  low  for  salmon. 
Trout  fishing  in  full  swing.  Good  baskets  by  Messrs. 
Pilkington  and  Dr.  Pellet,  of  Oxford,  and  A.  G. 
Vaughan  and  T.  V.  Price,  of  Builth.  A  dog  pike  has 
also  been  taken.  Visiting  anglers  have  now  comfort- 
able quarters  at  Cleverly  House,  Builth. — W.  R. 
Roberts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 

&c.  (Yorks). — In  spite  of  the  cold  winds  at  the  end 
of  last  week  and  at  the  commencement  of  this  the 
trout  did  fairly  well  at  the  fly  on  the  upper  Yore 
and  its  tributary  streams,  J.  Blades  and  some 
others  creeling  some  nice  dishes  with  the  Early 
Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple. 
On  Tuesday  some  welcome  rain  fell,  and  on 
Wednesday  I  found  the  Cover  in  capital  trim 
with  a  lot  of  March  Browns  on  the  water ;  with 
that  fly  I  filled  a  pannier  of  twenty-one  fine  trout. 
Other  anglers  did  well  with  the  same  fly,  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon.  The  Yore  itself  was  too  thick  for 
anything  beyond  worming,  but  it  will  be  all  right 
ere  this  is  in  print,  and  I  anticipate  good  sport 
for  the  week  end  and  for  next  week.  Sport  in  the 
Swale  will  also  improve,  also  in  the  Codbe;k, 
Bedale  Beck,  etc.  Things,  so  far,  on  these  streams 
have  been  quiet,  but  anglers  are  certain  to  make 
the  most  of  their  present  opportunities.  Sport  on 
the  Wharfe  has  improved,  and  fair  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  caught  on  that  river ;  the 
best  flies  for  it  are  the  March  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa, 


Angling  books.  Jackson's  "Practical  Fly-Fisher."  Latest 
edition,  givinsj:  coloured  plates  of  natural  and  artificial  Hies, 
dressings,  seasons  for  use,  etc.  7s.  6d.,  post  free.  "  Lochs  and 
Loch  Fishing,"  by  Hamish  Suiart  (published  at  los.  6d.) ;  a  few 
shop-soiled  copies  7s.,  po.st  free.  Samples  of  Mr.  Stuart's  Loch 
Flies,  12  patterns  for  2s.  6d.,  post  free.  Ihe  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon  kills  trout  on  any  water;  sample  Is.  Od.,  post  free. 
Special  picked  undrawn  gut  for  fly  points,  long  and  fine,  Is.  per 
dozen.  Yorkshire  trout  flies,  sanijile  dozen  assorted,  .splendid 
killers,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  ,  Ariel  tackle,  complete  with  trace, 
Is.  2rt.,  the  best  tackle  for  spinning  natural  minnow.— J.  E. 
MILLER  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  Neiv 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds." 
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TORTOISE  SHELL  MIXTURE 

1  iit.  Tins,  1/B. 

Of  many  mixtures  the  Best  and  Purest, 

NO    FOREIGN    CAPITAL  ! 


W.  A.  &  A.  a  CHUBCIIMAN,  Ipsivich,  London,  and  Norwich, 


EASY 
CHA1R5 

Easy  Chairs 
for  Men's  Use 


t  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WAnFPg]  1  ANDERSMs^WpTTEHAlTWAnFR^ 


The  "LINCOLN" 


48s  6d 


The  "ASCOT  " 


65s  od 


The "KELSEA" 


55s  od 


The  "DIVAN 


1 155  od 


ANDERSONS' 


Gold  Medal 

and 

Special  Prize 


Five  Hundred 
to  choose  from 


MAPLE  &  CO 

LONDON 


liJ 


GUAj?^NTEED 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 


TWENTY-EIQHT 
MEDALS  &  AWARDS 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached 
For  Ladies  and  Gentlemen' 
SS/-  pep  pair. 

MAGNIFICENT 

BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  offer- 
ing our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  ^S/-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  WADERS  (55/- 
usually)  for  32  6  cash 
with  order 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

5n5ia  IRubbcr  /iRanufacturcrs, 
_37^Q^een  Victwia.  Stx>eet,  X^ondon,  E.C. 

ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADFR.S' 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

MANUFACTURBRS    OF   FIBST-CLASS    RODS,   FLIES,   AND  TACKLE 

THE  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  ROD.  21/- 

I.^rge  Stooh  ofr  B«Ht  Roas,   «ltH  Without    steel  Centres. 
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Winter  Brown,  and  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  One 
piscator,  with  these,  landed  thirty  fish  in  his  three  days' 
visit  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bolton  Abbey.  Some 
good  baskets  have  also  been  made  in  the  Ilkley  length. 
The  Keighley  Angling  Club  have  recieved  a  gift  from 
the  private  hatchery  of  Mr.  Sam  Wells  in  the  shape 
of  7000  or  8000  brown  trout  fry.  Several  fine  specimen 
tish  have  been  landed  in  private  waters,  and  on  Satur- 
day last  Master  J.  Pickersgill  showed  me  a  couple  of 
trout  weighing  close  upon  41b.  —  J.  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  IT.B.). — Although 
several  anglers  are  out  almost  daily,  only  one  fish  was 
caught  last  week.  It  weighed  lojlb.  and  was  cap- 
tured by  Mr.  Morant,  Balnagown  Arms,  on  Brailang- 
well  water.  On  Tuesday  this  week  Mrs.  Oakley  got 
an  81b.  fish  on  Invercharron  water. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — The  unpropitious  weather 
that  we  have  been  experiencing  in  this  quarter  for 
some  time  is  now  giving  place  to  weather  more  in 
accord  with  the  season  of  the  year.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  week  genial  showers  of  rain  fell,  which 
brought  a  milder  atmosphere.  The  water  in  the 
river,  which  was  falling,  has  risen  a  little,  and 
angling  conditions  are  promising.  Since  the  end  of 
last  week  the  net  fishermen  had  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  salmon  and  trout  netted,  and 
also  on  the  coast  the  returns  are  better  than  they 
have  been  for  weeks.  Of  course  it  must  be  taken  into 
account  that  owing  to  a  choppy  sea  on  Saturday  last 
the  cobbles  could  not  get  to  sea  to  take  in  the  leaders 
over  Sunday.  Salmon  are  gaining  in  weight,  the 
average  being  fully  91b.,  and  trout  about  l^lb.  The 
quality  is  excellent,  and  high  prices  obtained. — H.  W. 

IiOch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  now 
become  showery,  but  continues  cold,  and  fish  are  not 
rising  so  freely  as  last  week.  We  are  glad  to  note  that 
minnow  trolling  has  met  with  little  or  no  success, 
and  anglers  are  having  to  depend  upon  effecting  their 
captures  with  fly.  Two  or  three  boats  are  now  going 
out  daily,  though  the  captures  have  never  exceeded 
half  a  dozen  trout.  The  total  number  captured 
here  this  season  u^)  to  the  time  of  writing 
was  forty-five  trout  with  a  weight  of  52Jlb.  This  is 
the  largest  size  of  fish  taken  in  April  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  following  parties  have  been  out  since  last 
report : — Mr.  Morgan,  six  trout,  Gib. ;  Mr.  W.  Cleg- 
horn  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  three  trout,  21b.  Goz. ;  Mr. 
Sheach,  two  trout,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Kobertson,  five 
trout,  51b.;  Captain  Young,  five  trout,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Bedell  Sivright,  five  trout,  41b. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

LocIl  Tay  (Kenmore). — On  the  hotel  water,  on 
April  7,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed  a  salmon  of  201b. ;  on 
April  10,  Mrs.  Knight  one  of  IB^lb,  and  ]Mr.  Lord 
one  of  201b. ;  on  April  14,  Mr.  Knight  one  of  161b.— 

Wm.  KNIfiHT. 

Oykell,  Oykell   Bridgfe  (Lairg-,  N.B.).  — The 

sport  since  last  reported  has  been  as  follows : — On 
April  2  the  Hon.  Cecil  Campbell,  London,  had  an 
81b.  salmon  on  Long  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  London, 
one  of  ejlb.  on  Stone  Pool.  On  April  8  Mr.  Combe, 
London,  caught  an  S-pounder  on  Langwell  Pool ;  and 
Mr.  Oppenheim,  London,  one  of  8Jlb.  on  Narrows.  On 
April  9  Mr.  Jefferson  had  one  of  8  J  lb.  on  Rock  Pool ; 
and  Mr.  Oppenheim  one  of  8Jlb.  on  Washerwoman's 
Pool.  Very  severe  weather  experienced  for  some  time 
back,  but  now  more  settled. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).  —  On  Tues- 
day last  week  Mr.  Fosberry,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  101b.  On  Wednesday 
Captain  Tompkins  caught  a  nine  pounder,  and  on 
Thursday  Mr.  Johnson  grassed  one  which  weighed 
241b.  The  average  weight  was  thus  close  on  161b. 
each.  Since  then  very  little  has  been  attempted 
owing  to  adverse  conditions,  but  weather  more  pro- 
mising this  week. — B. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather  last  week  was 
again  unfavourable  for  successful  angling.  From  the 
Wester  Elchies  water  on  Wednesday  (April  9),  Mr. 
Willets  landed  a  salmon  of  131b  ,  and  from  the 
Aberlour  water,  Mr.  Bannerman,  of  Lynnburn,  had 
one  of  61b.  on  Wednesday  (April  9).  On  the  Rothes 
water,  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Dallas,  fisherman,  killed 
one  of  61b.,  and  on  Thursday  (April  7),  Dr.  Grant,  of 
Glenurquhart,  had  one  of  131b. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  river  is  in  fair  order  for  angling, 
and  good  sport  is  being  got.  Fishing  lower  Stanley 
beat,  April  9,  Mr.  Mr.  Maokworth  Praed  one  salmon, 
101b.;  and,  April  14,  one,  181b.  The  Duke  and 
Duche-ss  of  Bedford,  fishing  Islamouth  and  Stob- 
hall  beats,  have  had  fair  sport,  killing  several 
salmon.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Samuel  fishing  Lower 
Battleby,  April  10,  had  one  of  81b.  ;  on  April  9, 
the  boatman  fishing  Upper  Battleby  landed  one  of 
191b.  ;  fishing  the  Delvine  stretch  of  water,  April  8, 
Sir  Wyndham  Anstruther  had  salmon  of  141b. ;  and  Mr. 
C.  Marsham,  same  water,  got  one  of  201b. ;  on  April  12, 
Mr.  Marsham  had  one,  201b.,  fishing  the  Murthly 
Castle  water  ;  on  April  11,  Mr.  Henry  Peters  had 
a  salmon  of  191b. ;  the  same  gentleman  had  also 
excellent  sport  on  the  14th,  killing  three  salmon,  of 


131b.,  191b.  and  191b. ;  on  the  16th  one  salmon  of  161b. 
on  Faskally  water ;  on  the  Timimel,  on  April  12,  Mr. 
J.  G.  Drew  killed  one  salmon  of  141b.  The  boatman 
from  Fisher's  Hotel,  Pitlochry  Water,  on  April  14 
killed  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  151b.  respectively. 
The  trout  fishing  on  the  Tay  at  present  is  excellent, 
and  good  baskets  are  being  got. — Perth. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Salmon  angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  and  the 
disease  amongst  the  kelts  that  are  still  left  in  the 
river  is  very  prevalent.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very 
unsuccessful,  only  a  few  good  baskets  being  had  on  the 
Teviot.  On  April  10,  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  J.  Cant  had 
41b.,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Stewart  had  3Jlb. 
On  the  11th  Mr.  D.  Hill  had  71b.,  and  on  the  12th 
he  had  81b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  14ilb.,  which 
included  61b.  of  grayling.  On  the  14th,  the  Kelso 
Angling  Association  held  their  annual  spring  com- 
petition. Some  very  fair  baskets  were  shown.  It  was 
somewhat  remarkable  that  fully  two-thirds  of  the  fish 
shown  were  grayling.  The  following  are  the  prize 
takers:  H.  Davidson,  Duncan  Hill,  C.  Dunn,  J.  Scott, 
and  T.  G.  Hogarth. — Maxwhebl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  weather  since  last  report — bright,  cold  days,  frosty 
nights,  and  prevailing  easterly  winds— and  it  still 
continues  unfavourable  to  trout  fishing.  The  local 
streams  are  low  and  clear  and  greatly  in  need  of  rain. 
On  Monday  your  correspondent  killed  six  trout  on  the 
Dunadry  reaches  of  the  Clady  on  Cow  Dung,  Hare's 
Ear  and  Alexandra.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor 
caught  six  trout,  Sergeant  Fogarty  five,  and  Mr. 
James  Murray  four. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburto,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  is  running  down,  and  rain  is  needed  to  freshen 
it  up.  Up  to  date  Captain  West  has  killed  130  good 
fish,  and  in  four  days  last  week  another  angler  had 
48  fish,  heaviest  2Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — During  the  past  week 
continued  drought  and  low  water  has  precluded  any 
real  sport.  That  fish  would  come  if  we  got  a  deo3-  t 
flood  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  during  the  past  week 
a  nice  sprinkling  of  fresh-run  fish  with  set  lice  on 
them  have  been  taken  on  the  mo^t  favoured  fishings 
On  Slane  Castle  Water  several  fish,  including  three 
one  day  of  221b.,  211b,,  and  161b.  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Watkins,  and  on  Upper  Black  Castle  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
has  had  ten  fish  of  221b.,  22lb.,  201b.,  181b.,  171b., 
171b.,  131b.,  101b  ,  101b.,  and  81b.,  and  his  fisherman 
three  of  241b  ,  231b.,  and  IGlb.,  and  on  Ardmulchan 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  four  of  181b.,  171b.,  111b.,  and 
101b. — Claeiit  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — There  was  heavy 
rainfalls  at  intervals  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
river  has  been  discoloured  for  most  of  the  time. 
T.  Gilroy  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  April  14. — 
M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Trouting 
continues  first  rate  on  the  Erne,  and  the  Master 
Crawfords,  Mr.  E.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  others 
took  a  number  of  beautiful  trout  during  the  past 
week,  ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  31b.  'The  second 
salmon  of  the  season  on  the  Erne  was  got  in  the  Box 
fishery  a  day  or  two  ago,  a  splendid  fish  of  291b. 
weight. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons, 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  very  backward  on 
the  principal  rivers  open  for  angling,  and  on  the 
minor  waters  little  or  nothing  was  done  in  any 
department. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes  and  Rivers. — The  lakes  and 
rivers  are  in  fair  order.  In  trouting  Lord  Justice 
Walker  tops  the  list  with  285  fish  in  ten  days,  and 
other  anglers  are  credited  with  pretty  good  takes.  A 
fine  salmon  of  34Jlb.  was  lately  taken  in  Cahernane 
net.— J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  only  one 
salmon  was  had  since  last  report,  one  of  101b.  by 
Denis  Currane.  Brown  trout  have  not  been  rising 
well,  and  those  fish  gave  poor  or  indifferent  sport. 
Salmon  are  coming  up  very  slowly,  and  the  outlook 
for  the  next  few  days  is  not  at  all  reassuring. — T.J.D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  was  generally  good  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  landed  one  salmon 
of  81b.,  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe  one  of  8Jlb.  Mr.  J.  McCorry 
one  of  91b.,  Mr.  Sinclair  one  of  91b.,  Mr.  E.  Mulhern 
one  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Keenan  a  fine  brown  trout  of 
51b.  Trouting  was  good  during  the  past  week  and  the 
anglers  at  the  garrison  end  of  the  lake  made  good 
baskets. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 


HOLLOVVAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILL.S.  Never  at  fault. 
In  all  irritations  of  the  skin,  sores,  ulcers,  burns,  and  cnUufic- 
ments  of  the  gland.s,  HoUoway's  Ointment  presents  a  ready  and 
easy  means  of  cure,  which  never  disappoints  the  most  favourable 
expectations.  It  manifests  a  peculiar  power  in  restraining 
inflammation,  removing  stagnation,  cooling  the  heated  Idood, 
and  checking  all  acrimonious  or  unhealthy  discharges.  Whilst 
thus  acting  locally,  the  Pills  are  no  less  remarkable  for  their 
power  in  improving  the  general  condition  and  habit  of  body, 
which  renders  the  cures  complete  and  permanent.  Under  the 
genial  influence  of  these  potent  remedies  the  puny  infant 
becomes  the  rolnist  child  ;  the  pale  and  emaciated  regain  colour 
and  lotundity,  and  the  dyspeptic  eats  freely  without  fear. 


Moume  (Newtowustewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Trout 
fishing  on  the  hotel  and  other  waters  is  fairly  good 
considering  the  weather  and  rising  water.  Fishing 
the  Strule  waters  on  April  11  Messrs.  Thwaites  and 
Dobson  caught  thirteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Thwaites 
five  ilh.  fish.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Dobson,  on  the 
Glenelly,  creeled  forty-seven  trout,  and  Mr.  Thwaites 
one  dozen.  On  the  18th,  the  same  anglers  had  half  a 
dozen  each. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  now  in  good  order  and 
weather  fine.  Mr.  Clifdale  killed  two  salmon  of  9Jlb. 
and  131b. ;  Mr.  W.  Goff  two,  111b.  and  141b.  Trout 
are  taking  freely  now  on  the  loughs ;  Mr.  C.  Barren 
had  the  best  take  for  one  day,  creeling  fifteen,  weigh- 
ing 181b.  Quite  a  number  of  spring  salmon  showing 
in  the  lower  pools  of  the  river. — Pat  Hbarnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  very  variable, 
water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  three  salmon,  12Jlb.,  20Jlb.,  23|lb.  On  Prospect 
Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones  killed  one  salmon,  39Jlb.  On 
Newgarden  Mr.  Guy  Francis  killed  one  salmon,  lOJlb. 
On  the  same  water  Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bart.,  killed  one 
salmon,  331b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  Guy  Francis  killed 
two  salmon,  201b.  and  221b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  T. 
Brooke  killed  three  salmon,  401b.,  201b.,  301b.  On  the 
same  fishery  Mr.  J.  W.  Stancliffe  killed  one  salmon, 
331b.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed 
one  salmon,  371b.  On  Landscape  the  Hon.  E.  Gibson 
killed  one  salmon,  21|lb.  The  fish  returned  last  week 
as  being  killed  Mr.  T.  Brook  should  have  been  reported 
as  being  killed  by  Mr.  T.  Brooke  —John  Eneight  & 
Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— During 
the  past  couple  of  days  at  least  two  of  the  patricians 
of  the  pools  have  tasted  steel — one,  a  fine  spring 
salmon  of  301b.,  taken  by  Colonel  Croker  on  Mr. 
Henry's  preserves ;  and  the  other,  an  equally  hand- 
some fish  of  231b.,  landed  by  Colonel  John  Peyton  on 
Mr.  Vinter's  stretch.  Thomas  and  J.  Grimes  have 
also  had  one  weighing  141b.  Weather  is  now  mild, 
and  the  water  is  falling,  which  is  just  what  all  so 
badly  wanted.  Michael  Lewis,  who  killed  the  .381b. 
salmon  and  291b.  pike,  has  captured  on  Lough  Derg, 
two  lake  trout  of  8Jlb  and  61b. — S.  J.  Hublby. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Mackerel  have  arrived  iu  the  bay, 
and  may  now  be  had  whiffiog.  Spring  p  illack  are 
getting  numerous  in  the  direction  of  Bolus  Head,  and 
may  be  had  angling  from  the  rooks. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  calm  seas  and  wind  off 
land  for  some  days  past.  Seven  or  eight  boats  were 
off  on  April  13,  fishing  for  pout  whiting  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  Kemp  Town  shore.  Prawning  in 
the  rocky  pools  between  Black  Rock  and  Rottingdean 
commenced  on  April  16. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — On  April  13  sport  was  not 
very  good.  One  gentleman  caught  eight  whiting  and 
one  good  flounder.  Mr.  Cox  had  seven  codling.  On 
April  15  a  party  of  four  gentlemen  from  London  and 
self,  out  with  'Teddy  Bird  trawling,  caught  seven  pairs 
of  soles  and  slips,  four  score  small  plaice  and  dabs, 
ten  maids,  two  whiting,  and  a  small  codling. — J. 
Weight. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).  —  We  are  "at  length  having 
milder  weather,  and  hope  the  fishing  will  shortly 
improve.  Only  a  few  plaice  and  small  pollack  taken, 
so  far  as  I  know  at  present. — H. 

Penzance. — Rod  angling  from  the  pier  head  has 
afforded  but  little  sport  for  some  weeks  past,  doubtless 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  strong  easterly  winds.  We 
have  a  large  fleet  of  mackerel  boats  here  ;  great  takes 
are  being  made  up  to  two  "  last  "  per  boat.  Weather 
more  settled  to-day  (April  14),  and  wind  off  land. — H. 

Plymouth. — I  noticed  nearly  a  dozen  boats  fishing 
for  pollack  just  outside  the  lighthouse  end  of  the 
breakwater  yesterday  morning,  and  they  were  very 
busy.  Mr.  Hore,  well  known  to  the  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  who  patronise  this  port  sometimes,  has  had 
some  good  sport  with  them  ;  he  took  twenty-seven  nice 
ones  in  one  day  that  averaged  41b.  or  51b.  each,  and 
they  showed  some  fun  as  they  were  in  good  condition. 
These  spring  pollack  seem  to  have  come  to  stay,  and 
they  will  be  found  now  at  all  the  usual  places  in  the 
sound.  The  bass  are  not  about  yet,  though  a  few  have 
been  caught.  Smelt  still  occupy  the  attention  of  those 
who  do  not  like  the  motion  of  a  boat.  The  fishing 
from  the  piers  has  not  been  productive  of  much  sport 
this  week,  but  the  hooker  boats  have  done  well,  and 
the  supply  from  the  steam  trawlers  has  kept  up  well 
to  the  average. — William  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramegate.— The  weather  still  remains  cold  and 
uncertain,  with  heavy  fogs  ;  and  fi.«h  are  still  keeping 
to  the  deep  waters,  with  ihe  exception  of  smelts  which 
are  plentiful  and  bite  freely  when  the  sun  is  out  and 
the  air  not  too  chilly.  A  few  fine  days  should  bring 
the  dabsf'and  pollack  on  the  feed.— Grey  Mullktt. 

Scarborough. — Pier  angling  has  been  almost 
entirely  in  abeyance  for  the  past  fortnight  owing  to 
the  east  wind. — H. 
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Jlssociaftons 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
held  on  Monday  next,  April  21st,  at  8  p.m.  prompt. 
The  annual  report  and  balance  sheet  are  to  be 
presented,  and  the  election  of  officers  and  committee- 
men for  the  ensuing  year  to  take  place.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  eligible  societies  will  endeavour  to 
send  their  representatives. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday,  April  11,  when  two 
grants  were  made  amounting  to  £11.  The  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Friday,  April  25.— S.  Malby. 
Fourteenth  Angling  Competition. 
The  committee  met  on  Friday,  April  11,  when  it 
was  decided  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  should 
take  place  on  Monday,  May  12,  at  the  Boundary 
Tavern,  Aldersgate-street,  B.C.  Donors  of  prizes 
will  please  forward  same  to  me  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  and  oblige.  In  my  report  of  the  com- 
petition  I  omitted  the  name  of  Mr.  Macdonald, 


Hounsfield  Otters,  who  was  thirty-eight  on  the 
second  day,  and  consequently  fifty-six  in  the  prize 
list.— S.  Malby. 


City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Several  members  had  fished  .since  the  previous 
meeting  with  small  result,  except  Mr.  A.  Taylor, 
who  had  taken  several  good  fish  with  caddis.  A  new 
member  was  elected,  and  applications  for  membership 
were  received.  Books  were  presented  to  the  library 
by  Messrs.  Dryden  and  Parker.  The  entertainment 
committee  were  thanked  for  the  successful  arrange- 
ments in  connection  with  the  concert  on  April  8. 
An  important  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
desirable  to  admit  ladies  to  (associate)  membership, 
was  carried,  and  it  was  decided  to  call  an  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  on  April  29  to  consider 
the  rules  as  drafted  by  the  provisional  committee, 
and  also  elect  officers. — C.  S.  Bentlby. 

County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association— 

A  special  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Silver  Grid  Restaurant,  Market  Street,  Manchester. 
The  attendance  was  a  record  one,  sixty-nine  clubs 
being  represented.  A  report  was  read  respecting 
negotiations  for  a  well-known  fishing  water,  Comer's 
Reservoir,  situate  at  Chapel-en-le-Frith,  Derbyshire. 
It  was  decided  to  take  the  water  over  upon  a  seven 
yea,rs'  lease.  It  was  resolved  to  increase  the  sub- 
scription so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  present 
work  of  the  Association.  One  thousand  two-year- 
old  trout  Will  be  placed  in  the  water  at  once  if  they 
can  be  secured. — T.  Driver. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  usual  meeting 
of  this  society,  which  was  well  attended.  Members 
exhibited  a  very  interesting  collection  of  flies  and 
tackle.  Mr.  George  Hoyle  showed  a  great  variety  of 
flies  most  tastefully  arranged.  Much  interest  is  felt 
in  the  gathering  for  instruction  in  fly  casting.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  has  offered  a  special  inducement  for 
novices  to  take  lessons. — J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  E.C. 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers- 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  on  April  11, 
Captain  Wing  being  in  the  chair.  The  accounts  as 
audited  show  a  substantial  cash  balance,  which  has 


been  placed  to  a  reserve  fund.  The  most  important 
part  of  the  year's  proceedings  has  been  the  interest- 
ing series  of  lectures  and  papers  given  at  the  winter 
meetings.  The  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
adopted,  and  the  officers  re-elected.  The  annual 
dinner  was  fixod  for  April  20.— H.  C.  Westgate. 

South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List  — 
On  Tuesday  evening,  April  15,  the  Blackfriars 
Angling  Society  held  a  visit  of  the  members  of  the 
South  London  clubs,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrave.  A  "  Golden  One  " 
landed  by  Mr.  J.  Smith  (V.P.)  has  been  put  by  for 
next  season's  prizes.  Twenty-four  clubs  from  all 
over  London  answered  to  the  roll  call  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and 
the  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Peckham  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Walworth.— A.  G.  Smith. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society— 

We  wish  to  thank  Messrs.  Woodruff,  Gray, 
Newton,  Hunt,  &c.,  and  the  members  of  the 
eighteen  clubs  who  so  kindly  helped  our  successful 
association  visit.  Mr.  May  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Hartt  in  the  vice.  Messrs.  G.  Bowles,  J.  Bowles, 
Hartt,  Owen  Lloyd,  McGirk,  Marigold  H.  Mills, 
and  Clark  contributed  to  a  capital  programme! 
The  visiting  officer,  Mr.  G.  Manning,  opened  the 
benevolent  boxes  and  found  them  to  contain  the 
handsome  sum  of  £G  7s.  9d.  This  amount  has 
been  collected  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  club. 
Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  at  the  club-house  on  April  30  (visitors  cordially 
invited). — H.  Pethurst. 

Weymouth  Angling  Association— 

Councillor  Dr.  A.  M.  Moore  presided  over  a  well 
attended  concert  and  meeting  recently.  Councillor 
Seffcon  Smith  wrote  a  most  interesting  letter,  in 
which  he  dwelt  on  the  beauties  of  Weymouth,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  its  value  as  a  fishing  resort 
would  nieet  with  growing  appreciation.  He  said 
one  gentleman  had  spent  five  nights  fishing  at  the 
breakwater,  and  the  lowest  take  was  fifty-two  bass. 
The  chairman  anticipated  the  best  possible  results 
from  the  work  of  the  association.  Messrs.  Robinson, 
Budge,  Masters,  E.  W.  Bagg,  and  Tatzner  con- 
tributed to  the  programme.  Councillor  Hallett 
replied  to  the  toast  "  The  Visitors,"  many  being 
present. — F.  G.  Rowell. 


READ  THIS. 

Ou  l  eceipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

7  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  72  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
^  WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh,lreland. 

NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

DRYSHODSsr^' 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  l/H. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.C. 

 Once  used  Always  used. 

Send  a  PoBtoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      U.  6d.  ]     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2s.  Od.  !  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  Od.  i  Green 
Salmon   ...      4j.  8d.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GFT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

VI      RARNF.fi  WHOLESALE   AND  RETAIL 

a.  DanniiD,  fishino  tackle  maker, 

1.  St.  Swithin'B  Square,  LINCOLN 


TESTER'S 
^INTERNATIONAt,^ 
DICTIOMRYy 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY  EDITION  OF 

Webster^^s^j^ 
jjiternatjon^ 
Dicyoriajry^ 

Revised  Throughout 
With  25,000  Additional  Words 

and  Phrases 
THE  BEST  PRACTICAL  WORKING  DICTIONARY 
OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE 
2348  Pages.     sooo  Illustrations 
PRICE,  IN  SHEEPSKIN,  £2  net 

Full  Prospectus,  witli  Specimen  Pages 
&c.,  sent  on  appiication  to 
GEORGE  BELL  &  SONS 
Yoric  Street,  Covent  Garden,  London 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOE  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BB  HAD  AT  THH 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 
Half-Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 
Price  .  8s.  6d. 


KEATING  S 
POWDE 


Carter 


They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEXION. 


Small  Plir 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 


They  TOUCH  the 


DOSE:  One  at  Night. 

40  in  a  phial. 

13*d.  of  all  Chemists. 

Sugar-coated. 

Liver 

CARTER'S 


No  namp-less  little  Liver  Pills.     Be  Sure  they  are 

Illustrated  pamphlet  free,  showing  Mr.  Crow  s  travels  abroad:  Address— British  Depot, 
46  Holborn  Viaduct,  London. 
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"Do  you  like  goldfish  f"  "  Yes,  but  I  of  ten  wonder 
wliat  they  were  rnade  for!"  "  TF7i!/,  to  look  pretty 
and  slip  through  our  fingers — as  women  do." — The 
Ambassador,  Act  II.  (J.  O.  Hobbes). 


Lake  St.  John,  Quebec,  is  the  home  of  the 
celebrated  "  Ouananiche,"  the  fresh  water  salmon. 
I  have  received,  per  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway,  a  pretty  little  book  about  Lake  St.  John,  and 
the  pictures  make  me  long  to  be  there.  I  can  now 
understand  the  feelings  of  General  Wolfe,  who  was  so 
anxious  to  take  the  city.  There  are  plenty  of  fishing 
clubs  associated  with  Lake  St.  John,  and  I  should 
think  a  blank  day  must  be  quite  a  novelty.  The  Lake 
seems  to  be  a  perfect  paradise  for  the  angler,  and  the 
railway  arrangements  are  beyond  all  praise. 


An  Italian  gentleman  came  to  England,  and,  not 
knowing  a  word  of  our  language,  was  in  a  difficulty 
when  he  wanted  his  belongings  put  into  a  cloak  room. 
He  thought,  "  I  wonder  if  Latin  will  be  understood?  " 
He  tried  it,  and  handing  bags,  etc.,  to  the  railway 
porter  he  uttered  the  words  "  Requiescat  in  Pace." 
The  intelligent  porter  let  the  goods  "  rest  in  peace  " 
until  they  were  wanted.  I  tried  the  same  words  on  at 
Waterloo,  and  found  my  fishing  rods,  my  bags  and 
myself  pushed  into  the  "  Necropolis  "  train  for  Woking 
Cemetery.  "Why  have  you  put  me  here  ?"  I  asked. 
"  Well,"  said  the  porter,  "  I  remember  those  words  you 
said  on  a  tombstone,  so  I  thought  you  wanted  the 
cemetery."  The  mistake  was  natural,  as  Latin  is  a 
dead  language. 


THE  POETRY  OP  ANGLING. 
By  a  "  Rustic  "  Angler. 
The  sun  is  high  in  the  azure  sky, 
And  the  troutlets  splash  around, 
So  come  and  sit  where  the  "gad-flies"  flit, 
By  me,  on  the  arid  ground. 
For  this  is  the  same  time-honoured  "game" 
In  which  "  Old  Ike  "  rejoiced. 
Oh  I  isn't  it  bliss 
To  sit  like  this — 
(With  summat  to  keep  yer  moist  1) 

Come  down,  old  friend,  by  the  river's  bend, 

We  are  brother  anglers  all, 

Come  down  to  the  edge  where  the  water-sedge 

Grows  wild  with  the  bulrush  tall. 

The  lambkins  cry  in  the  field  hard  by, 

Come  down  to  the  water,  do  ! 

And  stand  by  the  brink  and — while  I  think, 

Could  you  spare  me  a  worm  or  two? — S.  B.  B. 


A  GENTLEMAN  left  a  large  estate,  and  there  was  the 
usual  quarrelling  among  the  relations.  Some,  who  got 
little,  wanted  to  upset  the  will.  The  testator  was  of 
unsound  mind  it  was  alleged.  In  the  course  of  the 
evidence  it  was  shown  that  for  many  years  the  deceased 
gentleman  had  been  an  enthusiastic  and  expert  angler. 
"  We  don't  want  to  hear  another  word,"  said  the 
foreman  of  the  jury.  "No  man  can  be  an  expert 
angler  without  judgment,  tact,  patience,  and  the 
possession  of  all.  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body." 
"  Certainly,"  said  the  judge,  and  the  will  was  declared 
valid.  Those  who  imagined  an  angler  could  be  non 
compos  incniis  ought  to  have  been  condemned  to  a 
punishment  with  boiling  oil  in  it. 


The  troubles  and  trials  of  a  hard-working  journalist 
are  multifarious.  A  friend  of  mine — for  his  sins  pro- 
bably—was given  the  job  of  reading  a  mighty  batch  of 
MS.  stories  which  had  been  sent  in  for  competition 
for  a  prize  offered  in  a  weak  moment  by  the  editor  of 
a  sporting  contemporary  for  the  best  sporting  tale. 
He  had  to  sift  the  wheat  from  the  chaff.  The  mis- 
takes made  by  many  of  the  writers,  he  tells  me,  were 
ludicrous.  Pox-hunting  in  August,  pheasant  shooting 
in  April,  and  other  absurdities  were  not  uncommon, 
but  the  summit  of  what  he  calls  "  absolutely  armour- 
clad  ignorance"  was  reached  by  a  young  lady  com- 
petitor, who  described  the  hero  as  popping  the 
momentous  question  when  he  and  his  lady-love  were 
pike  fishing  in  a  punt  on  the  Thames.  "  All  Nature 
was  looking  her  loveliest  this  fair  May  morning,  the 
flowerets  shyly  blooming  on  seemed  to  reflect,"  and 
so  on,  when  the  hero,  leaving  his  fly-rod — "  a  master- 
piece of  the  rod-maker's  art,  so  strong,  yet  so  yielding, 
so  light  that  it  seemed  to  have  been  made  by  fairy 
fingers" — to  look  after  itself,  proposed,  and  was  of 
course  accepted.  Is  it  possible  to  imagine  anyone  so 
ignorant  of  sport  competing  for  a  sporting  story? 
Next  time  I  meet  friend  Jardine  I  shall  ask  him  if 
he  has  tried  the  May  Ply  as  a  bait  for  jack,  but  I 
shall  keep  well  out  of  his  way  when  I  do  so.  By  the 
way,  where  was  Douglas,  all  this  time  ? 


Mb.  Cecil  A.  Lumley  will  occupy  the  chair  at  the 
37th  annual  dinner  of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling 
Society,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  May  fi,  at  Hummum's 
Hotel,  Covent  Garden. 


Some  four  or  five  years  ago  a  paragraph  appeared  in 
a  London  newspaper  describing  the  piscicultural 
inethods  of  the  Chinese.  The  fertilised  ova,  we  were 
informed,  are  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  hens' 
egg-shells  and  placed  under  a  sitting  hen.  After  a  few 
days  the  young  fish  are  hatched  out  and  transferred  to 
rearing  ponds.  The  whole  tale  was  so  transparently 
absurd  that  one  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
the  invention  of  a  practical  joker,  but  it  has  been  copied 
again  and  again  in  every  language,  has,  like  my  story 
of  the  trout  and  the  stem-winding  watch,  travelled 
round  and  round  the  world,  and  now  crops  up  again 
in  London  as  a  quotation  from  the  science  column  of 
a  well-known  German  paper.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  trace  this  wonderful  yarn  to  its  original  liar — I 
mean  lair. 


Mb.  Allan,  of  Aros,  has  made  arrangements  with 
the  Solway  Pisheries  Company  to  send  him  10,000 
rainbow  trout  from  their  hatcheries  at  Dumfries,  with 
which  to  restock  Ghulughu  Loch,  about  a  mile  from 
Aros  House. 


On  Wednesday,  April  23,  the  following  societies  will 
hold  their  annual  dinners  : — The  Kingston-on-Thames 
Piscatorials,  the  St.  Ives  (Hunts),  and  the  Hastings. 
My  A.B.C.  Guide  does  not  tell  me  how  to  reach  the 
three  festive  functions  in  one  night,  so  I  must  fall 
back  on  Mr.  Horace  Brown's  suggestion  re  the 
presence  of  ladies  at  the  Piscatorial  Society's  banquet 
— go  to  one  of  the  "  A.B.C."  restaurants  in  Pleet-street 
and  regale  myself  on  muffins  and  crumpets. 


The  Dilemma  op  the  Seasons. 
When  it's  January  weather,  an'  the  river  as  it'flows 
Keeps  on  a  gettin'  drowsy  till  it  finally  is  froze. 
Oh,  it's  fine  to  snuggle  close  to  where  the  fire  is 

burnin'  bright, 
Or  else  to  pull  the  covers  up  around  your  chin  at 

night. 

An'  the  chores  you  might  be  doin'  sort  o'  fill  your 

mind  with  pain. 
An'  so  you  put  'em  off  until  it's  summer  time  again. 

An'  when  the  June  time  greets  an'  the  roses  blush 
and  try 

To    hide  from    truant  breezes    as    they  come  a- 

whisperin'  by. 
When  everything  you  notice  seems  to  tempt  you 

out  to  play 

An'  it's  time  to  go  a-fishin'  every  minute  of  the 

day- 
Well,  there's  no  excuse  fur  toilin'  when  the  skies 

are  warm  an'  blue. 
So  you  guess  you'll  wait  till  winter,  when  there's 

nothing  else  to  do.  —Wasliington  Post. 


When  the  May  Ply  is  up— of  course  I  mean  "  " 
— I  will  mention  it ;  I  hope  it  will  soon  be  strongly  in 
evidence.  Till  then  it  is  gratifying  to  read  from  Mr. 
A.  Cecil,  of  Chichester,  that  "  cuckoos,  nightingales, 
and  swallows  were  seen  or  heard  in  various  parts  of 
Kent,  Sussex,  and  Surrey  on  April  13  and  14.  Perhaps 
we  may  delude  ourselves  that  "spring"  has  really 
arrived. 


That  well-known  hostelry,  the  Antwerp  Hotel,  Deal, 
has  recently  changed  hands,  Mr.  J.  M.  Holland  having 
handed  over  the  reins  of  government  to  Mr.  A. 
Hayward,  well  known  to  many  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  and  other  visiting  anglers.  A  grand  yachting 
day  is  to  be  held  'at  Deal  on  July  17  in  connection 
with  the  Temple  Yacht  Club. 


Me.  Gobdon  Home  is  an  artist-author,  or  author- 
artist,  who  is  as  clever  with  the  pen  as  with  the  pencil. 
He  has  just  written  for  "  The  Homeland  Handbooks  " 
series  "A  Guide  to  Epsom  and  the  Epsom  District." 
The  book  has  a  clever  introduction,  in  which  I  think 
I  can  trace  "the  fine  Roman  hand  "  of  Lord  Rose- 
bery.  The  little  booklet  is  altogether  charming,  and 
will  set  people  thinking  of  the  place,  not  only  on  a 
Derby  Day,  but  on  the  364  other  days  of  the  year. 
The  Homeland  Handbooks  are  but  9d.  each,  and  can 
bs  got  at  St.  Bride's  House,  Pleet-street.  Mr.  Prescott 
Row,  editor,  has  done  much  to  make  England  known 
to  English  people. 


James  B.  Connolly,  the  new  writer  of  sea  stories, 
who  has  gained  such  a  quick  reputation,  will  have  in 
the  May  Scribner's  an  account  of  a  cruise  on  a  North 
Sea  smack,  full  of  character  sketches  and  amusing 
adventures,  with  striking  illustrations  by  M.  J.  Burns, 
who  accompanied  the  author  on  his  cruise.  Mr. 
Connolly  writes  of  fisherfolk,  fish,  and  fishing  with 
knowledge  and  breezy  enthusiasm. 


In  these  days  when  trout  fishing  with  the  fly  has 
become  an  expensive  luxury,  and  long  railway 
journeys  are  necessary  to  enjoy  it,  attention  may  well 
be  drawn  to  the  prolific  little  Chess,  one  of  the  few 
streams  near  London  still  able  to  maintain  a  head  of 


fish.  Rising  in  the  South  of  Buckinghamshire,  it  forms 
part  of  the  border  of  that  county  and  Hertfordshire, 
and  flows  into  the  Colne  at  Rickmansworth.  It  can 
be  reached  in  a  minute  or  two  over  the  hour  from 
Baker-street  Station.  Last  year  there  was  a  good  yield 
of  trout  to  the  fly,  the  Fishing  Gazette  reporting  many 
captures.  The  Gresham  Angling  Society  rents  a  portion 
of  the  river,  somewhat  near  to  the  town  of  Ohesham, 
but  the  water  is  carefully  looked  after  and  is  well  stocked 
with  good  fish.  The  subscription  of  two  guineas  is 
quite  a  nominal  one  for  a  society  providing  trout 
fishing,  thus  presenting  a  welcome  opportunity  to  the 
man  of  business  unable  to  spare  more  than  a  few  hours 
away  from  town. 


I  HAVE  a  great  and  abiding  respect  for  the  photo- 
grapher, be  he  professional  or  amateur.  I  must  confess, 
however,  that  the  artist  photographer  tries  my  temper 
now  and  then,  especially  with  angling  subjects.  I 
have  looked  at  many  photographs  lately,  and  five  out 
of  ten  of  the  angling  pictures  are  "  faked."  A  photo- 
graph is  taken  of  a  pretty  bit  of  scenery,  rooky  fore- 
ground, purling  stream,  etc.,  and  then  the  angler  is 
"Put  in."  Too  frequently  the  pose  is  altogether  un- 
natural, the  equipment  is  wrong,  and  the  figure  and  his 
tools  don't  fit  the  water  or  the  season.  Snapshot  an 
angler  if  you  like— and  if  you  can.  Let  us  have  his 
unkernpt  look  ,his  vigorous  or  contemplative  appear- 
ance, just  as  he  is  in  nature,  but  a  "  made  up  "  angler, 
posed  to  fit  into  a  photograph,  is  something  too 
awful  for  words — even  angler's  words. 


A  VERY  much  respected  bishop,  who  died  recently, 
«nd  his  good  wife  were  most  enthusiastic  apostles  of 
temperance,  and  laboured  unceasingly  in  that  cause. 
The  bishop's  lady  was  one  day  telling  a  tale  against 
herself  to  one  of  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  to  this  effect. 
She  had  been  addressing  a  meeting  of  women,  rather 
rough  members  presumably,  and  as  she  was  leaving 
the  hall  one  of  the  audience  remarked  to  another  in 
the  lady's  hearing,  "  Yuss,  she's  all  very  well,  she 
speaks  nice  to  the  likes  of  us,  but  I  wonder  what  she 
says  when  the  ole  man  comes  home  drunk  on  Saturday 

nights."    "  But  does  his  lordship  "  interrupted  the 

clergyman,  and  then  he  saw  he  had  put  his  foot  in  it, 
and  there  was  a  silence  you  could  have  cut  into  slices 
and  put  on  sticks. 


The  louwa,  or  fishing-bird  of  China,  is  about  as  large 
as  our  herons,  with  webbed  feet  and  a  long  crooked 
bill.  The  Chinese  fishermen  train  up  these  fowls  to 
catch  fish,  and  bring  them  to  be  as  tractable  and  as 
much  under  command  as  hawks  or  spaniels  are  to  the 
sportsmen  in  England.  When  they  go  to  fish  with 
them,  either  in  the  sea  or  the  rivers,  they  have  them 
perched  on  the  sides  of  the  boat,  waiting  for  the  word 
of  command,  which  when  the  fishermen  give  they 
take  flight,  and  separately  look  for  their  prey,  and 
when  one  of  them  has  seized  a  fish  (for  which  they 
frequently  dive)  he  brings  it  to  his  master  in  the  boat, 
and  then  flies  away  again  upon  the  same  errand.  As 
fish  is  the  natural  food  of  these  birds  they  need  no 
teaching  to  catch  them,  but  the  difficulty  lies  in 
restraining  them  from  devouring  their  prey,  and  to 
train  them  so  as  to  bring  it  to  their  masters.  To  this 
end  they  tie  a  string  about  their  necks,  so  slack  as  to 
suffer  them  to  breathe,  but  so  tight  as  to  prevent  their 
swallowing  a  fish  unless  it  be  very  small ;  and  when 
they  have  taken  fish  enough  to  satisfy  theiir  master 
he  takes  oft'  the  string  and  lets  them  work  for  them- 
selves. 


Little  Biggs  (that  name  will  do),  retired  publican, 
met  a  very  heavy  swell  at  a  recent  piscatorial 
gathering.  In  the  goodness  of  his  heart  Biggs  said, 
"  My  lord,  will  you  come  down  for  a  week's  fishing  at 
my  little  place  in  Scotland?"  "Sir,"  said  his  lord- 
ship, with  well-acted  hauteur,  "I  don't  know  you  I  " 
"  Oh  !  "  said  little  Biggs  aghast,  "  I  beg  your  pardon  ; 
forgive  me."  "Yes,  sir,"  said  his  lordship,  "  on  one 
condition.  Make  the  invitation  to  Scotland  for  a 
month,  and  see  that  the  native  beverage  is  in  evidence 
as  well  as  the  salmon."  Dragnet. 


Jingling  '^ixtntes, 

April  21. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  General  Meeting. 
Southend  Amateurs  :  Annual  Supper, 
April  23. 

Hastings  Angling  Association :  Annual  Dinner. 
Kingston  Piscatorials :  Annual  Dinner. 
St.  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  Dinner. 
April  26. 
Ipswich  Piscatorials :  Annual  Dinner. 

April  80.— B.S.A.S.— Paper  by  Mr.  Minchin. 

,,    30. — West  Ham  Brothers :  Annual  Dinner. 
May    6. — Silver  Trout :  Annual  Dinner. 

,,      8. — New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 

„    12. — A.B.S. :  Lea  Competition  Prize  Distribu- 
tion. 

„    14. — Highbury :  Dinner  and  Distribution. 
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Provincial  ilngliog  Hotes 

mtiat  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Dudley  Association  held  their  annual  smoker 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
handed  over  to  their  water-renting  and  prize  fund; 
the  concert  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Wolver- 
hampton-street.  The  Fruitful  Vine  Society  held  their 
annual  concert  on  Tuesday  evening  last  in  aid 
of  their  contest  prize  fuad.  Some  of  the  best  talent 
in  Birmingham  was  engaged  to  make  the  concert 
a  success.  There  are  a  number  of  other  clubs  who 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  quiet  season  and 
are  arranging  for  concerts  in  aid  of  their  funds. 
A  number  of  the  clubs  are  sending  out  members  in  all 
directions  to  find  private  waters,  and  in  a  few  instances 
waters  have  been  secured.  We  have  had  a  few  days  of 
nice  weather  lately.  The  Severn  has  been  well 
patronised,  but  only  a  few  small  trout  taken.  Lin- 
comb  weir  was  well  attended  by  the  Kidderminster 
anglers,  but  only  one  or  two  small  fish  were  taken. 
The  lock  keeper's  son  last  week  took  a  fine  trout  close 
upon  61b.  weight. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  all  in  first- 
class  trim  either  for  fly  or  bait  fishing.  Flounders 
and  eels  are  now  well  on  the  run  in  the  lower 
waters,  and  odd  trout  of  good  size  have  been 
on  the  rise  between  Burton  Hall  and  Danswell. 
At  the  April  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  A.  A.  permission  to  fish  a  match  on  the 
B'urstwick  Drain  at  Hedon  was  granted  to  Messrs. 
Reckitt's  Angling  Society  on  April  26;  and  three 
more  Hull  societies  were  affiliated  to  the  Association — 
namely,  the  Globe  A.  S.,  the  King's  Own  A.  S.,  and  the 
Hull  Roach  and  Dace  Club.  The  next  council 
meeting  will  be  on  May  7.  The  Universal  A.  A.  will 
hold  their  annual  meeting  on  April  22. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Wigan  Amalgamated  Anglers  announce  an  all- 
England  open  event  for  July  12  at  Worsley,  when 
£10  will  ba  offered  in  cash  prizes.  The  sixteenth 
annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Helen's  Angling  Association 
just  held  shows  the  association  still  in  a  sound  position. 
The  seacan  at  Hope  has  opened  well,  although  only 
three  rois  have  turned  out,  who^e  results  are  13}, 
llj  and  5J  brace  respectively,  taken  with  the  Blue 
Dun  and  Claret  B-amble.  One  rod  from  Urmston, 
fishing  the  Dee  at  Berwyn,  reports  5  brace,  6^1b  ,  as 
his  catch  far  a  few  hours,  with  the  Blue  Dun".  Our 
rivers  are  doing  a  little  better.  The  Wyre,  owing  to 
cold  winds  and  water,  has  only  yielded  light  catches. 
The  Lune,  in  the  Tebay,  Rathay,  and  Sedbergh 
districts,  has  fished  well. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Weary  with  waiting  for  better  climatic  conditions,  a 
few  ardent  trout  fishermen  have  tried  their  luck  this 
week,  but  those  who  have  operated  with  the  fly  have 
returned  home  with  disappointing  creels.  This  is 
certainly  not  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  excep- 
tionally cold  weather,  which,  more  or  less,  has 
prevailed  for  nearly  a  month.  Monday,  it  is  true,  was 
much  warmer.  But  we  want  a  succession  of  days  of 
that  kind  before  we  can  expect  to  see  many  flies  on 
the  vrater.  Bottom  fishermen  have  fared  moderately 
well,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  conditions.  The 
maggot  has  been  responsible  for  a  few  fish,  but  in  no 
case  have  I  heard  of  more  than  two  brace  beiog  taken 
by  any  individual  rod.  Ever  since  the  trout  fishing 
season  began,  the  weather  has  been  so  opposed  to 
successful  sport  that  many  well-known  rodsters  have 
not  yet  even  taken  the  trouble  to  get  out  their  tackle. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  city  is,  of 
course,  the  great  scheme  of  the  County  Palatine 
Anglers'  Association.  Three  locals  —  the  brothers 
Duerr  and  an  "old  rod  " — fishing  on  a  Welsh  stream 
last  week  end,  killel  twenty-five  brace  with  March 
Brown,  Little  Chap,  and  Blue  Dun,  on  a  shilling-per- 
day  water.  Another  city  rod  at  Torquay  finds  a 
difficulty  in  getting  a  day  or  so,  and  would  like  to 
do  so  ;  what  is  available  appears  to  be  very  expensive. 
The  Duchy  and  Ardwick  Angling;  Societies  have  both 
got  important  business  in  hand  f  ir  the  coming  season. 
The  Bollin  is  fishing  well,  and  M  •.  Thurstan  reports  a 
trout  of  lib.  loz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  Trent,  in  our  district,  rose  fully  three  feet. 
The  rise  will,  however,  do  considerable  good.  Trout 
anglers  have  agaia  patronised  the  Greet  and  Dover 
Beck,  and  have  enjoyed  sport  with  the  tail  end  of  the 
lob-worm  and  the  dock-grub.  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton, 
Mr.  W.  Stansfield  and  self  have  caught  some 
choice  fish  on  the  Derwent  at  Matlock  Bridge, 
where  visitors  should  make  a  point  of  calling  at  the 
old  English  hotel.  Mr.  Wall,  the  proprietor,  is  a 
thorough  sportsman,  and  has    a    certain  portion 


of  the  river  at  his  disposal.  The  committee 
of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society  have  met  and 
decided  to  open  their  Shardlow  stretch  on  the  Trent 
for  trouting;  limit,  one  brace  per  rod  and  no  fish 
under  twelve  inches  to  be  retained.  The  stretch  has 
been  plentifully  stocked  for  the  last  four  or  five  seasons. 
Caddis  grubs  are  now  on  the  market,  and  these  and 
dock  grubs  are  sure  killers  of  trout.  At  the  late 
dinner  of  the  City  Waltonians  it  was  reported  that 
the  society  had  a  balance  in  hand  of  £10. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  grand  weather  all  the  week,  April  1.3 
in  particular  beiog  quite  like  an  advanced  spring  day, 
bright  and  sunny,  with  a  light,  balmy  breeze  hardly 
to  ba  felt.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  day's  gentle 
rain,  followed  by  beautiful  sunshine  on  Wednesday. 
Anglers  could  wish  for  nothing  better,  and  many 
of  them  have  been  out  on  the  different  streams 
after  the  trout,  and  some  very  fair  sport  was  had  ; 
several  had  over  three  brace  of  good  fish,  in  very 
fair  condition,  fly  and  bottom  fishing  being  equally 
good.  The  water  is  in  excellent  condition  and  flies 
more  numerous.  The  best  killing  flies  of  the  week  were 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Iron  Blue ;  some  killed 
with  Silver  Twist.  A  new  club  has  been  formed  in 
the  city  at  the  Arboretum  Inn,  and  will  be  admitted 
into  the  District  Association  and  into  the  Provin- 
cial Angling  Association  in  due  course.  Some  of 
the  clubs  have  been  successful  in  renting  more 
water,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  season. 
The  salmon  nets  have  taken  but  few  salmon,  but 
they  have  been  of  good  size  and  in  capital  condition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  much  activity  at  the  present  time  among  the 
York  Amalgamated  Anglers,  who  met  on  April  8  and 
discussed  various  matters  of  importance.  The  most 
prominent  subject  was  the  desirability  oE  acquiring 
waters  forthwith,  and  to  further  the  object  a  Waters 
Committee  was  formed,  consisting  of  eight  members 
chosen  from  different  affiliated  clubs.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  committee  took  place  on  Tuesday  (April  15),  and 
April  29  has  been  fixed  for  the  next  delegates'  meeting, 
all  secretaries  being  asked  to  send  in  the  names 
of  the  delegates  of  their  clubs.  The  reports  to  hand 
la,st  week-end  showed  that  many  streams  were  run- 
ning low  and  clear,  notably  the  Swale,  more  rain  being 
needed  for  good  sport.  The  weather  has  been  too  cold 
also  for  fly-fishing,  and  worm  fishers  have  had  a  quiet 
time,  if  we  except  tUe  Rev.  F.  AUsopp,  who  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bedale  turned  out  in  early  morning  and  caught 
several  very  fine  trout  with  the  worm.  The  Wharfe, 
on  the  Otley  lengths,  was  suitable  both  for  worm  and 
fly,  and  these  lures  yielded  some  good  baskets  in  the 
middle  of  last  week. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  MARCH. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  53  tons 
11  cwts.  1  qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  369  tons ;  and  1  cwt.  1  qr.  at 
Shadwell.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during  March 
at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  19,748  tons,  of 
which  16,179  tons  arrived  by  land  and  3,569  tons  were 
delivered  by  water  ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery 
was  14i  tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at 
Billingsgate  were  : — Catfish ;  cockles ;  cod  and  cod 
roes  (18  cwts.);  eels  (10  cwts.);  gurnets;  haddocks; 
herrings,  Norwegian  (12  tons  10  cwts.)  ;  and  kippered 
(10  cwts.  3  qrs.) ;  mullets  ;  mussels  (3  tons  17  cwts.) ; 
oysters,  American  (1  ton) ;  periwinkles  (1  ton  14  cwts.)  ; 
plaice  (1  ton  7  cwt.)  ;  salmon  ;  shrimps  (13  cwts.) ; 
skate  (21  tons  11  cwt.) ;  smelts  ;  sprats  ;  whelks  (5  tons 
16  cwts.) ;  whitebait  (1  ton  1  cwt.) ;  and  whiting  (16 
cwts  ).  J.  Weench  Towse. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
April  11,  1902. 


Large  Spring  Shannon  Salmon. — It  may  interest 
your  readers  who  have  visited  the  Shannon  at  Castle- 
connell  to  learn  the  large  siz3  of  the  fish  killed  there 
this  spring.  I  have  by  me  the  returns  of  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  three-and-a-half  miles  of  fishing  water 
there  up  to  March  23.  The  number  is  not  large,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  size  and  quality  are  the 
consideration  at  Castleconnell  rather  than  numbers. 
Those  who  know  this  glorious  river  will  realise  what 
magnificent  sport  these  spring  monsters  must  have 
given  in  its  wild  and  turbulent  waters.    The  fish  taken 

were  forty-four  in  number,  of  the  following  weights  •  

lOJlb.,  131b.,  141b.,  191b.,  191b.,  201b.,  2llb,°2Ulb 
221b.,  221b.,  231b.,  23lb.,  231b.,  231b.,  23ilb.,  2llb'' 
251b.,  25ilb.,  261b.,  271b.,  281b.,  291b.,  291b.,  291b' 
30Jlb.,  311b.,  311b.,  311b.,  311b.,  32lb.,  321b.,  321b 
331b.,  351b.,  35Jlb.,  361b.,  361b.,  361b.,  391b.,  401b  ' 
40.ilb.,  40.Jlb.,  411b.,  mih.  The  total  amounts  to' 
12461b.,  giving  an  average  of  over  281b.  a  fish.  Only 

five  were  under  201b.,  while  five  were  401b.  and  over.  

Harrison  Chipps  (2,  Stratford-place,  Oxford-street  W 
March  28.)— Field. 


Woles  from  tf)c  ^oxtf). 


The  change  in  the  weather  has  not  been  so  pro- 
nounced as  anglers  could  wish.  It  is  by  far  too  cold, 
and  yet  the  sport  is  encouraging  as  far  as  trout 
angling  is  concerned,  but  salmon  fishing  is  fairly  at  a 
standstill. 


In  the  thick  of  a  passing  snow  shower,  Mr.  Robb, 
teacher,  Aberdeen,  landed  a  beautiful  yellow  trout  of 
5^1b.  on  the  Ugie  list  week,  while  Mr.  Clyne  (America) 
had  a  basket  of  sixteen  fine  trout,  finnock,  and  brown 
trout  on  the  Ellon  waters  of  the  Ythan.  Other  anglers 
have  been  equally  successful. 


Dr.  Howard,  London,  is  just  now  fishing  the  Kinc- 
caussie  Dee  water  from  the  Duff  Arms  Hotel,  and  had 
a  fine  salmon  of  8}lb.,  in  addition  to  some  nice  baskets 
of  finnock. 


With  regard  to  the  above  facts  I  do  not  wish  to  mia-  • 
lead  anyone  that  angling  matters  are  booming  in  the 
north,  yet  now  and  again  a  bright  bit  of  luck  Ts  being 
enjoyed,  although  otherwise  things  piscatorial  are  as 
dull  as  ditch  water. 


The  eel-tail  bait  is  doing  very  well  where  any  salmon 
are  being  got  in  the  Dee,  in  addition  to  Hardy's 
Improved  Halcyon  Spinner. 


All  anglers  over  the  north  will  wish  Captain  D.  F. 
Davidson  and  his  bride  every  luck  and  prosperity  oii 
the  occasion  of  their  marriage  next  week.  There  is  no 
better  angler  lifts  a  rod  or  spins  a  minnow. 


The  Balmoral  property  is  being  connected  with  a 
new  telephone  system,  and  all  points  of  the  estate 
will  be  in  speaking  connection  with  the  head  office  of 
the  King's  Commissioner  after  this  month. 


Whatever  may  be  in  the  air,  there  is  universal  bustle 
and  stir  at  the  King's  castle  on  Deeside,  and  f  urniahincs 
and  finishings.  ° 


Mr.  Bethune  and  Mr.  Alington  are  fishing  the 
Grandholm  Don  water,  and  in  default  of  finding 
salmon  of  the  proper  sort  they  have  taken  to  trouting^ 
and  are  having  excellent  sport. 


The  salmon  net  fishings  along  the  east  coast  have 
improved  slightly,  and  prices  are  again  coming  down. 
The  storms  of  March  and  the  lateness  of  the  kelt 
migrations  combined  have  told  a  tale  of  havoc  in  the 
extreme.    Tacksmen  will  be  ruined  by  the  score. 

Loch  Leven  anglers  are  getting  into  practice,  and 
are  having  fair  baskets  considering  the  lateness  of  the 
season  otherwise.  The  competitions  will  be  on  next 
montt.  Special  Scotch. 


THE  DEPLETION  OF  THE  KENTISH 
RIVERS. 


A  meeting  of  riparian  owners  and  others  interested, 
including  Lord  Avebury,  Col.  English,  Mr.  Clayton 
Beadle,  Captain  Vansittart,  etc.,  was  held  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  April  9,  to  con- 
sider the  condition  of  the  river  Cray  and  other  streams. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Berens.  Mr.  Joyn- 
son,  who  went  into  the  question  very  fully,  said  that 
thirty  years  ago  there  was  almost  too  much  water  in 
the  river  Cray,  but  since  the  water  company's  wells 
were  sunk  at  Orpington,  where  the  river  rose,  there 
had  been  a  steady  diminution  in  the  fiow  of  the  river. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  able  to  walk  dryshod  along 
Uie  bed  of  the  river  from  St.  Paul's  Cray  to  St.  Mary's 
Cray.  The  wells  of  private  persons  were  drying  up. 
It  was  difficult  not  to  believe  that  the  borings  and 
pumpings  of  the  Kent  Water  Company  were  not  the 
cause  of  the  river  failing  to  flow.  Kent  was  not  the 
only  county  suSering  from  similar  evils,  and  a  bill  had 
been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  Mr.  A.  Smith  and  other  members  to  limit 
and  define  the  rights  of  persons  taking  water  from 
underground  sources  for  public  supply. 

The  meeting  was  also  addressed  by  Mr.  Clayton 
Beadle,  who  pointed  out  how  the  landowners  and 
millowners  suffered  by  the  springheads  of  rivers  being 
robbed  by  the  water  companies,  and  read  a  letter  from 
a  resident  in  the  parish  of  Darenth,  who  said  that 
there  was  not  a  well  in  the  parish  which  had  not  been 
wholly  or  pirtially  dried  up  by  the  many  waterworks 
in  the  district.  A  similar  letter  had  been  received  from 
Mr.  Orchardson,  R.A. 

Lord  Avebury,  after  commenting  on  the  necessity 
of  husbanding  their  resources  of  water,  proposed  a 
resolution,  which  was  carried  with  two  dissentient?, 
advocating  the  county  of  Kent  being  treated  separately 
in  water  supply  matters,  and  the  representation  of 
Kentish  mill  and  land  owners  on  the  board  of  the  Kent 
Water  Company.  In  the  course  of  further  discussion 
Mr.  A.  T.  Waring  mentioned  that  he  had  fished  the 


278 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  19,  1902 


ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUJHLRTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


nr. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANPYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  Gd.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4J  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


ILii:.  AND  Y  SSIXi, 


PORTH  HOTEL, 

Two-and-a-half  miles  reserved  for  visitors,  Free ;  two  miles  hy  arrangement ;  all 
preserved  and  continuous  on  river  Teify.  Good  brook  fishing.  Best  brands  of 
Wines  and  Spirits.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and 
Posting.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Holeljentiuiy,  Worceslersfilre. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING 

in 


for  Visitors 
Hotel. 


staying 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  April.  To 
save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early 
to  secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMEHON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 

MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODOEGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
—Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TKOUT  FISHING 
Free  to  the  Guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Fishing  commenced 
April  1.  Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B, 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTOX. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  fuU 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  M.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Eudd,  including  boats  and  bait, 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Pishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SiziKS  OP  Fish 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


Closed   during  the  Fence  Season, 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lake,  2  miles  in  circumference, 

Coarse  Wishing;  Closed  during: 
Fence  Months. 

UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

•Just  acquired,  in  near  neighljonrhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  fpom  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GE,IFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "Griffiths,  Frensliam  Pond,  Surrey." 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Qolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths, 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  Lochs  in  Sliye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Wishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligichan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fisliing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  flsh 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month,  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Ti'out,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenei-y.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EVAN  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE  WORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTl'RELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


Donegral  Higrhlands. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  Co.  DonegaL 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Pishing  on  Lakes  and  Streams  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boat- 
men for  Lakes.  Beautiful  Scenery. 
Terms  moderate.    Opened  1st  April. 

G.  B.  HILL,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rufus), 

SIMONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 

TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.   R.  M.  MoYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  STAG  HDHTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 

GOOD  TROUT  STREAM.  . 
Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.   Good  Accom-  J 
modation.    Jloderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL.  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabd  of  Garnajivon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors, 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  vrith  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free, — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor, 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  HOTEL 

RINQWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee— Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  owii 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Season 
opened  1st  February.   Terras  on  application. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UiST. 

Best  Fishlnf/  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Ocer  50  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Pishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  IMACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  JJochart ; 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  ; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart,  loch  Dochart,  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort.  comV>incd  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  I)ranrlieB.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station.- 

DONALD  McNAUUTITON.  Proprieto 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tarifl  from 

WM,  EVANS. 


April  19,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


279 


Darenth  for  thirty-two  years.  That  river  had  not 
depreciated  like  the  Gray  and  the  Enfield,  which  latter 
river  had  quite  dried  up. 

The  meeting  ended  by  a  committee  being  appointed, 
consisting  of  Col.  English  and  .Messrs.  Berens,  Joyn- 
son,  Reed,  and  Beadle,  to  form  an  association  to  pro- 
tect the  water  of  Kent,  and  keep  it  so  far  as  possible 
for  Kentish  requirements. — Field. 

[Exactly  the  same  thing  is  going  on  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Lea ;  landowners  are  finding  the  value  of  their 
land  greatly  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  silent  and 
nefarious  abstraction  of  water  by  deep  well  sinking. 
Surely  it  is  time  some  such  association  as  that 
described  above  should  be  started  for  the  Lea,  where 
many  formerly  prolific  and  most  valuable  trout  fisheries 
are  nearly  ruined  for  want  of  water. — Ed.  F.  O.] 


NOETH  SEA  FISHERIES. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Monday,  Sir  Albert 
Bollit  (Islington,  S.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  could  state  what  was  the  exact 
present  position  as  to  any  international  convention, 
agreements,  or  conferences  touching  the  North  Sea 
Fisheries ;  and  whether  the  Government  proposed  to 
take  any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps,  independently,  with 
a  view  to  the  preservation  of  such  fisheries. 
In  reply  to  Sir  A.  EoUit  (Islington,  S.), 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  (Leeds,  Central),  said:  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  agreed  to  take  part  in  the 
international  scheme  of  investigations  connected  with 
fishery  problems  iu  the  North  Sea  and  adjacent  waters 
as  proposed  by  the  conferences  held  at  Stockholm  and 
Christiania,  and  Parliament  wUl  be  asked  to  make  a 
grant  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  British  share  of  these 
investigations.  These  funds  will  be  administered  by  a 
departmental  committee  with  the  advice  of  scientific 
experts.  The  details  of  the  investigations  will  no 
doubt  be  finally  settled  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  international  council  at  Copenhagen,  at  which 
Great  Britain  will  be  represented,  but  the  date  of 
which  has  not  yet  been  fixed.  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  also  appointed  a  committee  under  minute  dated 
August  13,  1901,  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  best 
means  by  which  the  State  or  local  authorities  can 
assist  scientific  research  as  applied  to  problems  affect- 
ing the  fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and,  in 
particular,  whether  the  object  in  view  would  best  be  at- 
tained by  the  creation  of  one  central  body  or  department 
acting  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  or  by  means 
of  separate  departments  or  agencies  in  each  of  the  three 
countries.  Quite  apart  from  this  important  question 
of  scientific  research,  the  Board  of  Trade  have,  with 
the  assistance  of  another  committee,  considered  how 
the  present  system  of  collecting  fishery  statistics  in 
England  and  Wales  could  be  improved  and  extended. 
That  committee  has  already  made  a  report.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  acted  upon  it  and  made  certain 
arrangements  which  they  hope  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  concerned. 

In  reply  to  several  further  questions,  the  right,  hon. 
gentleman  stated  that  no  independent  action  apart 
from  the  conference  was  contemplated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  were  directly 
represented  at  the  second  conference,  that  he  was  in 
communication  with  the  Scottish  law  ofiicers  in  regard 
to  this  subject,  and  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  report  which  he  had  already 
received. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

6,172.  John  Stubbs,  53,  Manchester-road,  Lostock 
Gralam,  Northwich.  Handy  fish-rod  holder. 
21,010.  Fishing  rods,  etc.  Patentee :  C.  Nettleship, 
Hawick-street,  Alnwick.  An  expanding 
ferrule  for  the  repair  of  fishing  rods  and 
the  like  is  made  by  taking  an  ordinary 
cylindrical  ferrule  and  slitting  it  alternately 
from  each  of  its  ends  in  the  direction  of  its 
length.  The  joint  is  secured  by  cement 
binding,  etc. 

7269.  James  Ambrose  Long,  Ghancery-lane.  Im- 
provements in  reels  or  winches  for  fishing 
lines. 

243,617.  Design  registered.  "  Quixo."  All  goods 
included  in  class  13.  Andrew  Douglas- 
Charles,  trading  as  T.  Hessin  &  Co.,  needle 
and  fish-hook  manufacturer,  Ashleigh 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcester. 
7627.  Charles  Wyres,  jun.,  and  Oliver  Wyres,  158, 
Edmund-street,  Birmingham.  Improve- 
ments in  fishing  baits. 

22,727.  Fish  passes.  Patentee:  P.  D.  Malloch,  26, 
New  Scott-street,  Perth,  N.B.  The  pass  is 
made  with  a  flared  mouth  and  the  bottom 
sloping  downwards  from  the  outer  to  the 
inner  wall.  The  water  is  broken  by  stones 
or  obstructions  secured  in  the  floor. 


betters  to  tbe  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  rewMsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  dorresponaents.} 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — As  I  propose  to  go  to  Finland  at  the 
end  of  this  month  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  I  shall 
feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  give  me  some 
information  on  the  following  points — namely  (1)  What 
are  the  most  useful  flies,  and  their  sizes,  for  salmon, 
trout,  and  grayling  respectively?  (2)  The  sizes  and 
colours  of  spoon-baits,  minnows,  and  phantoms  for 
salmon,  trout,  and  grayling  respectively  ?  or  possibly 
there  may  be  other  artificial  baits  specially  recom- 
mended for  use  in  Finland  in  fishing  for  these  three 
kinds  of  fish.  (8)  Whether  preserved  prawns  or 
minnows  are  recommended  ? — Yours  truly, 

Engineeb. 


MR.  HEARDER'S  "FRESH-RUN  SALMON." 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  you  were  good 
enough  to  give  a  place  in  your  issue  of  March  22  re  a 
so-called  "  fresh- rim  salmon  "  taken  by  a  Mr.  Allen  in 
the  Meavy  on  March  1.  The  Western  Morning  News 
copied  the  letter,  and  the  enclosed  correspondence 
followed. 

Mr.  Hearder,  you  will  observe,  still  maintains  that 
a  male  salmon  33f  inches  long,  18  inches  in  girth, 
and  weighing  llflb.,  was  a  "  fine,  fresh-run,"  also  a 
"  good  proportioned  fish,"  giving  this  opinion  "  As  the 
result  of  forty-four  years'  practical  experience  as  a 
fisherman  and  of  the  study  of  fish."  He  goes  on  to 
remark,  "  I  do  not  think  I  have  mentioned  before  that 
the  salmon  Mr.  Allen  caught  was  full  of  milt.  If 
salmon  run  up  the  other  rivers  in  our  neighbourhood, 
why  do  they  boycott  the  Plym  ?  "  Such  an  argument 
is  absurd.  Anglers  of  any  experience  know  (briefly) 
that  salmon  return  to  their  own  rivers — theyi  enter  the 
brackish  water  in  the  spring,  and  are  then  taken  in 
nets.  In  summer  they  ascend  into  fresh  water,  and 
in  autumn  to  the  spawning  beds  ;  spawn  in  winter. 

When  a  boy  in  Ireland  I  have  seen  them  spawning 
in  November  and  December ;  here  it  goes  on  in 
January,  as  the  fish  are  unable  to  ascend  these  small 
streams  before  November  and  December. 

Mr.  Hearder  in  his  concluding  paragraphs  has  given 
his  whole  case  away.  To  be  a  "  clean  and  fresh-run 
fish  "it  must  be  a  "  springer,"  as  are  the  fish  being 
taken  at  Totnes  in  brackish  water.  Unfortunately, 
spring  fish  only  enter  this  brackish  water  to  free 
themselves  of  parasites  both  internal  and  external — 
they  are  as  careful  of  their  beautiful  lamination  as 
any  woman  is  of  her  complexion,  so  won't  enter  the 
purely  fresh  water,  which  would  quickly  destroy  it. 
Male  fish  are  not  then  found  with  hooked  jaws,  full 
of  milt,  or  garbed  in  their  matrimonial  attire — all 
these  changes  they  postpone  until  the  approach  of  the 
breeding  season — autumn. 

At  best  the  fish  in  question  could  be  but  "a  red 
fish" — that  is,  an  unshot  kipper.  Anglers  of  experi- 
ence pronounce  it  an  undoubted  "kelt,"  and  Mr. 
Hearder's  own  measurements  and  weight  prove  such 
to  be  the  case  beyond  any  question  or  doubt,  and  in 
poor  condition  at  that.  My  son  (32  years  of  age)  has 
fished  these  streams,  when  home,  since  his  boyhood, 
and  been  accustomed  to  see  and  handle  migratory 
salmmiidm  all  his  life ;  has  fished  the  Eraser  river, 
British  Columbia  (where  he  was  in  practice  as  civil 
engineer),  for  seven  years,  being  for  a  time  attached  to 
one  of  the  largest  salmon  canneries  in  the  world.  He 
says,i"  The  fish  was  a  male  bull-trout  about  a  yard  long, 
as  thin  as  a  whip  snake,  very  heavily  river  marked,  and 
in  horrible  condition;  would  probably  weigh  about 
91b.,  but  if  in  condition  considerably  over  201b.  Mr. 
E.  Hamilton  James,  C.C.,  says,  "  He  saw  the  fish  ;  it 
was  an  undoubted  '  kelt,'  the  worst  he  had  ever  seen 
taken,  was  as  thin  as  if  made  of  cardboard,  and  flopped 
about  when  being  carried  like  an  eel."  Mr.  James 
has  to  my  knowledge  fished  these  streams  close  upon 
forty  years,  and  is  thoroughly  well  up  in  the  subject 
of  migratory  salvionidce.  Personally,  I  have  fished 
them  since  1858  on  and  o3,  but  have  confined  myself 
almost  exclusively  to  migratory  fish  from  1874  to 
present  day.  I  know  them  well  and  their  habits.  I 
remember  some  twenty  years  ago  ,Mr.  Hearder  being 
called  as  "an  expert "  to  give  evidence  at  the 
Roborough  police-court  in  a  case  where  a  medical 
man  was  prosecuted  for  taking  an  unseasonable 
salmon — a  kelt  in  the  last  stage — that  is,  when  it  had 
assumed  its  migratory  lamination.  His  evidence  was 
to  this  effect :  "  He  was  of  opinion  it  was  a  clean  and 
fresh-run  fish,  because  it  was  as  bright  as  a  bar  of 
silver."  The  defending  advocate,  a  great  friend  of 
mine  and  a  keen  sportsman,  said,  when  I  told  him  I 
had  seen  the  fish,  "  Then  I  shan't  ask  you  to  give 
evidence  in  the  case." 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  we  have  a  very  valuable  conces- 
sion down  here :  the  riparian  owners  give  the  Angling 
Association  some  twenty  to  thirty  miles  of  water 
absolutely  free.  The  season  before  last  I  took  to  my 
own  rod  145  salmon  and  peal,  and  it  was  admittedly  a 


very  bad  year,  so  you  can  judge  what  it  is  worth. 
Well,  sir,  most  of  us  deplore  anything  likely  to  annoy 
such  generous  riparian  owners— as  the  taking  of  fish 
out  of  season  is  likely  to  do,  unless  stopped  at  once. 
I  much  regret  that  this  public  lauding  of  the  capture 
of  an  unclean  fish  has  had  the  effect  of  stimulating 
others  to  do  likewise. — Faithfully  yours, 

Plymouth,  April  8.  Richard  G.  Roe. 

[Of  course,  old  kelts  are  often  as  bright  as  silver. 
Judging  by  the  size  given,  the  fish  must  have  been 
very  lanky  and  poor.  But  even  if  Mr.  Hearder  was 
mistaken,  he  would  not  be  the  first  to  be  taken  in  by 
the  appearance  of  a  salmon. — Ed.] 


FUNGUS  ON  GOLD-FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  gold-fish  I  have  recently  pur- 
chased to  keep  in  an  aquarium,  which  I  also  obtained 
about  the  same  time,  have  one  after  another  died  from, 
I  believe,  some  kind  of  fungus. 

It  first  appears  as  a  sort  of  whitish  coating, 
resembling,  if  I  may  so  describe  it,  the  "  bloom  "  on  a 
peach.  Then  the  fins  become  affected,  first  the  vent 
fins,  which  are  less  and  less  used,  until  they  are  quite 
"  tucked  up."  The  fish  seem  to  get  less  girth,  the 
stomach  appears  contracted,  and  the  back  arched,  and 
they  "  wobble  "  instead  of  swim. 

One  which  died  to-day  (April  14)  was  in  a  shocking 
state,  the  cartilage,  or  bony  portion  of  the  tail,  was 
quite  stripped  of  membrane.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is 
wrong  and  what  to  do  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Plymouth.  Waters. 


RIVER  FISHING  NEAR  LOCH  LOMOND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  for  any  infor- 
mation I  could  get  as  to  what  trout  fishing  in  stream 
or  river  can  be  got  at  or  near  the  head  of  Loch  Lomond, 
and  close  to  any  town  or  village  where  lodgings  can 
be  got. 

The  "  Angler's  Diary"  under  heading  of  Crianlarich 
refers  you  to  "  Inveroran  at  the  head  of  Loch  Lomond  " 
for  the  river  Falloch,  but  on  turning  up  Inveroran 
you  find  it  to  be  on  the  river  Orchy  in  the  opposite 
direction.  Bradshaw's  map  shows  Ardlui  at  the  loch 
head,  with  a  river  running  in  there.  Is  that  the 
Falloch  ?  I  suppose  Arrochar,  on  Loch  Long,  where 
it  closely  approaches  Loch  Lomond,  to  be  the  town 
for  the  district.  With  thanks  beforehand  in  hopes. — 
Yours  truly,  "  A.  B.  C." 

[Perhaps  some  reader  who  knows  the  district  will 
answer  this.  I  can  in  the  meantime  advise  "  A.  B.  C." 
to  get  Mr.  Watson  Lyall's  invaluable  "  Sportsman's 
Guide  to  the  Lochs  and  Rivers  of  Scotland."  The 
May  number,  price  Is.,  will  be  on  the  bookstalls  before 
long. — Ed.] 


BASS  AND  MULLET  FISHING  AT 
BARNSTAPLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  letters  I  have  no  intention  to 
attack  anyone  ;  but  where  the  sewage  of  14,000  people 
runs  in  the  river  and  a  continual  flowing  in  from 
three  lime-pits,  when  the  rivers  are  out  and  very  low, 
between  May  and  October,  it  must  affect  the  coming 
into  the  river  of  bass  and  other  fish. 

I  asked  a  fisherman  who  has  laid  "  spillers  "  down  the 
river,  and  he  told  me  during  the  winter  his  fish  (bass) 
did  not  average  \Vo.  I  also  asked  another  who  fished 
up  the  river,  and  he  told  me  he  saw  only  ones ; 
but  the  fish  which  got  away — well,  they  were  whales! 

I  took  it  that  the  letter  was  one  to  attract  gentle- 
men for  the  great  sport  they  may  expect,  but  Mr. 
West  has  confirmed  me  that  catches  are  uncertain, 
and,  I  may  add,  rare;  he  may  be  able  to  say  who 
caught  2lb.  bass  or  41b.  mullet  up  beyond  Barnstaple, 
and  I  shall  then  be  able  to  inquire  into  it.  But  he 
must  not  confuse  this  with  the  fishing  down  the  river, 
where  at  the  estuary  I  am  quite  aware  many  bass, 
etc.,  are  taken  with  fly  and  spinners  in  a  boat  when 
the  tides  are  in ;  this  information  I  have  read  many 
years  in  your  pages.  A  club  is  certainly  wanted,  and 
I  should  be  pleased  to  join  if  they  would  take  some 
portion  of  the  river  or  rivers  about  Barnstaple,  and 
forty  members  at  five  shillings  each  would  have  un- 
doubtedly a  good  thing  in  hand. — Yours  truly, 

Old  Barumite. 


Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  to  communicate 
with  "  Old  Barumite  "  if  he  will  come  out  in  his  own 
name,  but  it  seems  that  his  ideas  of  bass  and  mullet 
fishing  are  as  antiquated  as  his  experience. — Yours 
truly,  W.  E.  Healey. 


THE  MEAVY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Prom  some  unaccountable  reason  or 
other  my  reply  to  Captain  Roe  has  been  mislaid.  His 
remarks  must  be  taken  cum  grano  sails ;  he  did  not  see 
the  fish,  I  did.  It  was  full  of  milt,  fresh  run, 
and  of  bright  colour.  Several  of  these  fish  are  up' 
and  my  experience  of  over  forty  years  proves  that 
salmon  run  up  these  rivers  in  the  early  spring,  though 
not  in  numbers. — Y''ours  truly, 

Plymouth,  April  14.  William  Hearder. 

[As  I  have  told  Mr.  Hearder  this  is  the  first  reply 
received  from  him. — Ed.] 
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SCOTTISH  TROUT  POACHED  FOR  LONDON 
MARKETS.  ■ 
Deab  Sib, — I  think  that  the  account  you  published 
of  trout  poaching  will  attract  attention.  It  ought  to 
do  so.  Again  and  again  I  have  advanced  the  argu- 
ment, that  the  only  effectual  way  in  which  to  stop  this 
wholesale  murder  of  trout  in  Scotland  is  to  make 
penal  the  purchase  of  them  from  unknown  or  un- 
authorised persons  by  fishmongers.  Does  any  one 
venture  to  affirm  that  the  London  fish  merchants 
herein  mentioned  did  not  "  guess  shrewdly  "  the  kind 
of  "party"  they  were  dealing  with?  Even  in  the 
depth  of  winter  Irout,  taken  from  the  Tweed  by 
unfair  fishing  (salmon  roe),  are  forwarded  by  train  to 
London,  and  find  there  a  ready  market ;  and  so  long 
as  poachers  can  sell  trout,  their  infamous  trade  will 
go  on.    But  I  speak  to  deaf  ears,  I  fear. 

The  answers  I  have  had  to  my  earnest  appeals  have 
been  most  discouraging.  But  the  day  will  yet  come 
when  my  view  of  it  will  be  forced  upon  the  angling 
public,  and,  indeed,  the  dawn  of  a  close  time  for  trout 
is  a  noble  beginning. 

If  it  were  only  possible ;  think  what  a  deterrent 
influence  it  would  have  on  poaching  if  these  knavish 
fish  dealers  who  are  at  present  openly  (or  covertly)  in 
league  with  the  worst  poachers  in  Scotland  could  be 
treated  as  are  the  resetters  of  stolen  goods. 

It  is  well  said  that  the  resetter  is  a  deeper  villain 
than  the  thief  he  encourages,  as  without  him  thieving 
would  not  exist,  or,  at  least,  could  not  thrive.  And  it 
is  so  with  the  trout-poacher  and  his  resetting  colleague 
— the  fish  salesman — bad  scran  to  them  ! 

English  sportsmen  have  no  idea  how  much  of  this 
kind  of  thing  goes  on  in  Scotland,  since  in  England 
every  trout  holding  ditch  is  preserved. 

One  reason  is  apparent  to  all — namely,  the  vast 
amount  of  free  fishing  open  to  the  public  in  Scotland. 
This  operates  in  many  ways;  first,  there  is  no  trespass ; 
free  water  is  not  watched  by  the  keepers  ;  then,  as 
night  fishing  is  exceedingly  common,  how  easy  to  net 
the  trout  at  night  and  for  the  wretch  to  walk  boldly 
home  with  the  spoil  in  his  "creel"  in  the  early 
morning,  the  fishing  rod  over  his  shoulder. 

Where  a  river  is  not  open  to  the  public  the  very 
presence  of  a  man  is  a  suspicious  circumstance,  and 
the  keeper  can  at  once  challenge  him  ;  but  where  free 
fishing  (pspecially  at  night)  is  universal,  the  men  who 
live  by  the  sale  oi  their  trout  will  not  hesitate  to  use 
a  silk  net  to  fill  their  capacious  creels.  And  their 
spoils  are  to  be  reckoned  by  hundredweights. 

I  lately  saw  a  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  advo- 
cating the  formation  of  a  fishing  association  at  Inner- 
leithen. They  who  wxite  such  letters  have  much  to 
learn. 

Such  associations  at  present  are  idle  dreams.  The 
Innerleithen  people  would  tolerate  no  such  inter- 
ference ;  they  would  not  join  such  an  association  in 
any  numbers,  and  they  would  resort  to  force  if  they 
were  excluded.  Indeed,  I  know  of  no  angling  (and 
poaching)  community  where  an  association  would  so 
quickly  die  as  one  on  the  Tweed  near  to  Peebles, 
Innerleithen,  Walkerburn,  or  Galashiels. 

It  has  established  a  kind  of  "  right  of  way  "  which 
could  not  easily  be  taken  from  the  people  now.  All 
the  more  need  for  differentiating  between  the  legiti- 
mate angler-sportsmen,  with  whom  I  have  a  strong 
fellow-feeling,  and  the  class  of  men  who  live  by  the 
sale  of  trout,  especially  those  who  take  their  trout  by 
the  net  instead  of  the  rod. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 

[It  would  certainly  be  a  fine  thing  if  Mr.  Tod's 
suggestion  could  in  some  way  or  other  be  carried  out, 
so  that  fishmongers  should  be  made  responsible  to  the 
extent  of  making  the  sale  of  poached  fish  very  difficult. 
At  present,  even  in  a  town  like  Winchester,  where  they 
have  been  celebrating  the  virtues  of  Alfred  the  Truth 
Teller,  respectable  fishmongers  and  others  buy  trout 
which  they  know  must  have  been  poached  out  of 
private  waters,  and  they  sell  them  to  the  public. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  IT? 

Dear  Sie, — Can  you  define  the  enclosed  fish  ?  I 
think  it  is  a  young  burbot  eel,  but  it  is  unlike  any- 
thing that  I  have  ever  seen  before.  It  was  taken  on 
the  Swale  by  a  bottom  fisher. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fbancis  M.  Walbean. 

[The  little  fish  is  the  rock  goby  {gobius  niger),  a  sea 
fish.  They  will  live  in  fresh  water,  and  may  get 
carried  up  a  river  by  a  high  tide,  though  as  a  rule 
they  are  found  in  rocky  pools  on  the  coast. — Ed.] 


A  WADING  BOOT  QUERY. 
Deab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (''May  its  shadow  never  grow 
smaller")  please  tell  me  through  the  medium  of  the 
paper  where  I  can  get  a  pair  of  all  leather  wading 
boots  (Wellington  or  Napoleon)  at  a  reasonable  price? 
I  have  tried  many  places,  but  they  did  not  supply 
them.  I  am  told  for  ordinary  wading  "  stockings  and 
brogues"  are  not  in  it  with  them,  and  they  are  well 
worth  the  trouble  of  drying  and  dressing.  Thanking 
you  for  earlier  kindnesses  and  hoping  I  am  not  using 
your  valuable  time. — Yours  truly,       P.  Rbnshaw. 


TROUT  PISHING  NEAR  EDINBURGH. 
Deab    Sib, — If    "  Londoner "    will    kindly  com- 
municate with  me  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  him  all  the 
information  he  requires. — Yours  truly, 

4  and  C,  Hanover-street,  R.  Tubnbull. 

Edinburgh. 


PISHING  NEAR  HASTINGS. 
Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
L.  Gauntlett,  as  to  the  fishing  near  Hastings,  the 
Buckshole  Reservoir  is  well  stocked  with  trout  and 
coarse  fish,  for  which  day  tickets  are  issued.  Good 
coarse  fishing  can  be  had  at  Pevensey  Haven,  day 
tickets  Is.  at  the  New  Inn.  Good  fishing  can  be  had 
in  the  Rother  at  Robertsbiidge,  Bodiam,  and  Newenden 
for  pike,  chub,  bream,  and  roach.  Season  tickets  10s., 
day  tickets  2s.  6d.,  of  Mr.  G.  Ballard,  Mill-street, 
Benenden,  Kent.  The  sea  fishing  is  best  from 
September  to  January,  when  cod,  whiting,  and  flat- 
fish are  very  plentiful.  Some  summer  fishing  can  be 
had  for  bass,  conger,  and  weavers. — Yours  truly, 

Adeian  Cobke. 


COLN  ST.  DENNIS  ON  THE  COLN. 
Deab  Sie, — Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  of 
interest  to  you,  I  beg  to  enclose  a  photograph  taken 
by  myself  on  Good  Friday  last  on  the  river  Coin  at 
Coin  St.  Dennis,  Gloucestershire,  the  river  described  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  5  in  the  article  on  "  A 
Cotswold  Trout  Stream." 


J-'i'om  a.i'hijtn  hy'] 


Mb.  T.  J.  King. 


[c.  r. 


The  gentleman  in  the  photograph  is  Mr.  T.  J.  King, 
of  this  town,  the  honorary  secretary  and  founder  of 
the  Cheltenham  Ply  Pishing  Association,  which  is  an 
exclusive  club  of  about  twenty  members,  who  rent 
about  two  miles  of  excellent  trout  fishing  on  the  river 
above  mentioned. — Yours  truly,      Chas.  T.  Deane. 

Cheltenham. 

[I  hope  Gloucestershire  anglers  will  "never  let  any 
wretched  sewage  farm  effluent  be  turned  into  their 
lovely  river, — Ed.] 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Deae  Sie, — It  has  been  my  misfortune  during  the 
past  autumn  to  have  disparaged  Lough  Corrib  owing 
to  cross-lining  having  been  then  rampant  on  this,  the 
east,  side  of  the  lake.  I  am,  at  last,  glad  to  be  able 
to  state  that  a  cessation  has  taken  place  of  this  kind 
of  poaching,  instrumental  to  the  fact  that  a  new  hon. 
secretary  has  been  appointed  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Scrope  Doig,  who  is  doing  his  utmost  to  put  down  this 
illegal  fishing.  Mr.  Doig  is  putting  his  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  in  real  earnest  to  undo  past  errors  and 
money  misspent,  and  he  thoroughly  deserves  the 
encouragement  and  support  of  Englishmen  and  anglers 
in  general.  He  also  does  not  hesitate  in  putting  his 
hand  into  his  own  pocket  to  help  the  suppression  of 
poaching. 

It  is  certain  there  are  grand  fish  in  Lough  Corrib, 
and  I  write  from  my  own  experience,  as  on  June  8, 
last  year,  I  caught  my  first  trout,  a  magnificent  fish 
of  9Jlb ;  a  day  or  two  after  a  grand  pike  of  lljlb. 
Twice  in  crossing  to  Oughterard  last  July  on  very 
calm  days  I  saw  countless  fish  rising  on  the  placid 
waters,  some  so  near  ray  boat  that  their  dimensions 
could  be  fairly  discerned.  As  it  was  in  the  days 
when  the  author  of  "  Stories  of  Waterloo"  wrote  his 
charming  book,  "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West,"  where  he 
states  : — "  There  are  no  waters  in  Great  Britain,  with 
the  exception  of  the  River  Shannon,  where  larger  pikes 
are  caught  than  those  taken  in  Loughs  Corrib  and 
Mask.  It  is  no  unusual  event  for  pikea  of  301b.  weight 
to  be  sent  to  their  landlords  by  the  tenants  ;  and  fish 
of  even  501b.  have  not  unfrequently  been  caught. 
The  trouts  in  these  loughs  are  also  immensely  large, 


from  51b.  to  151b.  is  no  unusual  size,  and  some  have 
been  found  that  reached  the  enormous  weight  of  301b. 
The  perch  tribe  appear  ihe  smallest  in  the  scale  of 
relative  proportion.    These  seldom  exceed  a  herring 
size,  but  they,  too,  have  exceptions,  and  perch  of  31b. 
or  41b.  weight  have  been  sometimes  seen."  The 
work  referred  to  was  published  seventy  years  since.J 
and  at  this  day  there  are  as  .then  enormous  trout, 
pike,  and  perch  in  Lough  Corrib,   and,  moreover,! 
salmon,  which,  through  the  successful  additions  and 
alteration  to  the  salmon  ladder  at  the  head  of  the 
Galway  River  in  the  seventies,  have  been  able  to  pass 
up  the  lake  in  any  state  of  the  river.    Salmon  fishers  , 
will  do  well  to  write  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Corrib- 
Fisheries  Association,   for  his  admirably  compiled ) 
"  Report  and  Brief  History  of  the  Origin  and  Work  of  \ 
the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association."  Address  to  S.  Doig,  ' 
Esq.,  Oughterard  House,  Oughterard,  co.  Galway. 

Visitors  thinking  of  trying  Lough  Corrib  can  be 
assured  of  receiving  every  information  from  the  court- 
eous hon.  secretary.  Sportsmen  may  feel  sure  of  a 
hearty  welcome  ;  the  Oughterard  fishermen  are  most 
civil,  willing  fellows,  and  nothing  pleases  them  more 
than  to  see  "  his  honour  "  have  good  sport.  The  head 
bailiff  is  a  Scotie,  and  a  big,  brawny  man  he  is ;  an  j 
under-bailiff  of  the  name  of  Mike  Parrell  I  well  know  ' 
is  reliable,  and  there  are  hosts  of  others.  Mr.  Doig 
would  recommend  visitors.  Good  accommodation  at 
the  hotels  in  Oughterard  can  be  had  at  reasonable 
charges  ;  there  is  also  hotel  accommodation  at  Kilbeg 
and  Cong.  One  can  come  either  from  Dublin  to 
Ballinrobe  or  to  Galway,  which  latter  is  best  for 
Kilbeg  and  Oughterard ;  the  little  steamer  St.  Patrick 
runs  daily  to  and  from  Galway  and  Cong.  The  old 
town  of  Galway  is  well  worth  spending  a  short  time 
at ;  the  sight  to  charm  anglers  is  from  the  old  bridge 
there,  where  numbers  of  salmon  are  seen  and  some- 
times sea-trout,  most  of  which  ascend  the  weir  and 
onwards  down  the  Corrib  river  to  the  Lough.  For 
Oughterard  the  visitor  had  better  rail  from  Galway, 
the  steamer  not  running  regularly.  Cong  is  best  for 
the  fishing  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  lake.  By  far  the 
loveliest  scenery  is  in  this  direction,  numerous  and 
well-wooded  islands  are  here  scattered  about  the 
Lough,  and  the  magnificent  mansion  and  surroundings 
of  Ashford,  the  seat  of  Lord  Ardilaun,  and  in  the  back- 
ground the  grand  Connemara  mountains  to  the  west 
and  south.  The  passenger  on  the  little  steamer  will 
be  delighted  with  his  trip  from  Galway,  especially  as 
the  boat  runs  between  the  wooded  islands  until  the 
arrival  at  Cong  pier.  Several  places  of  interest  can 
be  seen  at  Cong — the  old  abbey,  the  splendid  demesne 
of  Ashford,  the  mansion  and  gardens  which  extend  to 
the  Lough,  the  vast  but  uncompleted  canal  works, 
etc.,  are  well  worth  a  visit. 

Clonbur  is  situated  about  half  way  between  Lough 
Corrib  and  Lough  Mask ;  here  is  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  where  Host  Joyce  is  famed  for  his  catering  and 
att^tion  to  anglers  on  both  loughs.  I  would  advise 
all  intending  visitors  to  either  Lough  Corrib  or  Lough 
Mask  to  purchase  before  they  leave  their  homes  the 
very  useful  "  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  Tourist 
Guide  to  Connemara,  Galway,  Achill,  and  West  of 
Ireland,"  published  by  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  Co.,  Broadstone  Station,  Dublin,  price  6d.,  and 
"  Hi  Regan's  "  "  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland," 
published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  &  Co.  at 
3s.  6d.  I  cannot  do  better  than  endorse  "  Hi  Regan's  " 
words,  page  161  of  his  interesting  and  instructive  book, 
that  it  "  may  encourage  many  Englishmen  to  trust  and 
try  his  countrymen."  In  Ireland  their  first  greeting 
will  be  certainly  "  Caed-mil-failthe  "  (one  thousand 
welcomes),  and  that  the  parting  words  to  the  kindly 
tourist  angler  be  as  "Hi  Regan's"  is  to  his  readers, 
"  Barmath  Lath  "  (May  the  Lord  keep  thee). 

In  conclusion,  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  English 
anglers,  being  an  Englishman  myself,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  give  any  information  it  may  be  in  my  power 
to  give  my  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  craft. — Yours 
fiithfuUy,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 


TROLLING  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sib, — On  Killarney  lakes  and  Waterville  we 
only  use  thirty  yards  of  line  outside  the  top  of  the 
rod  ;  this  is  generally  marked  with  a  bit  of  red  worsted. 
One  or  two  small  Archer  leads  are  very  useful  according 
to  the  class  of  bait  used.  I  should  say  try  Malloch's 
new  and  invisible  mount  for  trolling  with  a  special 
bait  preserved  by  him  for  same.  No  mistake,  but  it 
has  the  real  life-like  appearance  in  the  water,  more 
especially  when  a  little  curve  is  given  downwards  to 
the  bait.  The  fins  do  not  show  when  spinning  like 
the  other  spinners,  and  is  a  great  advantage  in  fine 
weather  and  low  v/ater.  I  should  like  to  be  able  to 
give  it  a  fair  trial  and  will  do  so.  The  common  eel-tail 
should  kill  well  on  it  where  the  eel  kills  in  other 
waterj,  and  anglers  who  have  a  chance  of  trying  ought 
not  to  lose  sight  of  this  splendid  invention.  The 
mounting  is  perfection,  only  I  should  like  one  straight- 
barb  hook  at  the  side  to  give  the  bend  at  ease,  which 
one  cannot  do  with  the  ordinary  treble  hook  so  well. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  McCarthy. 

Waterville. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


ALFRED  RONALDS, 
Author  of  "The  Fly-Fisheh's  Entomology." 
For  many  years  I  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
obtain  a  portrait  of  Alfred  Ronalds,  whose  classic 
work,  "  The  Fly-Fisher's  Entomology,"  has  been 
the  delight  of  two  or  three  generations  of  fly-fishers. 
At  last,  thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Carter, 
editor  of  the  "  Tenth  "  edition,  I  am  able  to  give  a 
photographic  copy  of  a  silhouette  portrait  of 
Ronalds,  the  only  portrait  in  existence  as  far  as  I 
know. 

The  first  edition  of  the  work  contained  the 
following  as  title,  etc.  : — 

THE 

FLY-FISHER'S  ENTOMOLOGY 
Illustrated  by  Coloured  Representations  of  the 
Natural  and  Artificial  Insect 
and  accompanied  by 
A  Few  Observations  and  Instructions 
relative  to 

.  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING 
By  Alfred  Ronalds 
With  Nineteen  Copper  Plates 
London : 

Longman,  Rees,  Orme,  Brown,  and  Green,  and 
Longman 
1836 

To  the  second  edition  a  coloured  plate  of  "  The 
Trout,  the  Parr,  and  the  Grayling  "  was  added,  and 
this  appears  in  the  edition  published  last  year  ;  but 
let  no  one  who  has  a  copy  of  that  edition  called  the 
"  Tenth  "  suppose  that  the  hand  colouring  of  it  or 
the  flies  is  correct,  as  I  was  obliged  to  point  out 
when  noticing  this  edition  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  July  27,  1901.  It  is  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  colouring  of  the  older  editions,  and  this  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carter  states  that  the 
plates  in  this  tenth  edition  have  been  "  re-coloured 


from  a  well-preserved  copy  of  the  edition  of  1836 
given  by  the  author  to  his  brother.  Sir  Francis 
Ronalds,  F.R.S.,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  help  in 
the  scientific  parts  of  the  book." 

"  Colour  "  is  the  chief  raison  d'etre  of  Ronalds' 
work.  In  the  preface  to  the  first  (1836)  edition  he 
says : — 

"Having  himself  sorely  felt  the  inadequacy  of 
mere  verbal  instructions  to  enable  him  to  imitate 
the  natural  fly  correctly,  or  even  approximately, 
and  the  little  utility  of  graphical  illustrations 
imaccompanied  by  the  principal  requisite—namely, 
colour— he  has  been  induced  to  paint  both  the 
natural  and  artificial  fly  from  nature,  to  etch  thein 
with  his  own  hand,  and  to  colour,  or  superintend 
the  colouring  of  each  particular  impression." 

It  is  a  pity  that  the  latest  edition  should 
be  one  of  the  most  incorrectly  coloured — the 
frontispiece  is  wretchedly  coloured— and  hardly 
a  fly  of  the  whole  series  of  forty-seven  would 
have  been  passed  by  Ronalds,  either  as  a  copy 
of  the  natural  or  artificial  insect.  We  anglers 
owe  so  much  to  Messrs.  Longmans  for  books 
on  the  art  that  I  hope  they  will  forgive  this 
criticism  since  it  is  purely  in  the  interest  of  their 
angling  classic  and  cannot  be  refuted  ;  for  their 
next  edition  I  shall  be  happy  to  lend  them  the 
engraving  of  Ronalds  if  they  care  to  have  it,  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  fifth  edition  (1856)  which  is  more 
carefully  coloured  than  any  I  have  seen,  better  than 
the  first  and  incomparably  better  than  the  last. 


Alfred  Ronalds. 
(Author  of    Ihc  Fly  Fisher's  Entomology.") 

According  to  the  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria  there 
was  no  seventh  edition,  or  it  would  be  more 
correct  to  say  the  seventh  in  1877  appears  to  have 
been  called  the  eighth  by  mistake. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  edition  (1844)  I  find  this 
interesting  advertisement : — 

"  Mr.  A.  Ronalds  prepares  for  sale  the  whole 
series  of  Artificial  Flies  of  the  exact  description 
specified  in  the  '  Fly-Fisher's  Entomology,'  made 
by  his  own  hand,  or  under  his  immediate  inspec- 
tion. Orders,  with  remittances,  addressed  to  him 
at  Dolfanog,  North  Wales,  will  be  punctually 
attended  to,  and  the  Flies  forwarded  by  post  (pre- 
paid) to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  upon  the 
following  terms : — 

£■   s.  d. 

"  A  set  of  13  Spring  Flies  and  1  set 
of  Palmers,  containing  6  of  each  kind  112 

"A  set  of  18  Summer  Flies  and  1  set 
of  Palmers,  containing  6  of  each  kind, 
with  double  the  quantity  of  Green 
Drakes  1  10  0 

"  A  set  of  13  Autumn  Flies  and  1  set 
of  Palmers,  containing  6  of  each  kind  110 

"  Also  may  be  had  from  him  a  Fly  Case  of  neiv 
construction,  adapted  to  contain  the  whole  series 
in  their  respective  order,  with  the  name  of  each 
opposite  the  space  allotted  to  it,  and  brief 
instructions  as  to  its  use." 

I  wonder  if  any  angler  "still  living  at  Dolfanog, 
N.  Wales,  remembers  Ronalds;  he  died  in  1860  in 


Australia,  "  where  he  passed  the  last  eighteen 
years  of  his  life."  His  work  will  live  as  long  as 
the  art  of  fly-fishing. 

Fish  Disease. 
"  The  biological  establishment  for  research  con- 
cerning fish  at  Munich  has  published  an  appeal  to 
pisciculturists,  asking  them  to  forward  either  the 
results  of  their  observations  on  the  malignant 
growths  from  which  salmon  and  allied  fish  suffer 
or  specimens  of  diseased  fish.  Dr.  Marianne  Plehn 
has  given  an  interesting  account  in  the  Allgemeine 
Ftschzeitung  of  her  investigation  of  the  disease, 
which  she  has  found  to  be  of  the  same  nature  as 
cancer."— .4 ^/te?i(/-M»(.  K.  B.  Marston. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 


By  Val  Conson. 


The  Wet-Fly  Oil  Tip. 
I  FEAR  that  in  my  last  note  I  failed  to  make  it 
clear  that  this  tip  is  only  suitable  to  fishing  directly, 
or  almost  directly,  up  stream.  If  one  fishes  across 
a  strong  stream  it  is  apt  to  make  an  ugly  drag. 
The  Patent  Invisible  Hook. 
Early  this  week  I  took  a  batch  of  flies  of  the 
Dun  tribe  dressed  on  these  hooks  down  to  a  Surrey 
trout  stream  to  test  them.  The  patterns  were 
Yellow  Dun,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Badger  Quill, 
but  on  arriving  at  the  waterside  I  found  a  capital 
rise  of  Grannom  on,  and  the  fish  so  busy  on  them 
that  I  saw  no  use  in  putting  up  any  of  these 
patterns.  I  had  only  a  solitary  Grannom  ^\ith  me, 
and  I  left  that  in  a  fish  at  the  first  cast  of  the  day. 
I  was  not,  however,  beaten,  for  I  took  a  small 
floating  March  Brown  on  a  No.  1  hook,  nipped  off 
the  whisks,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  playing  a 
trout.  Folk  often  wonder  why  the  March  Brown 
will  kill  on  many  rivers  all  the  season  through,  long 
after  the  March  Brown  is  in  season,  or  even  where, 
as  on  the  stream  I  was  fishing,  it  is  not  found. 
Answer— because  it  is  taken  for  many  flies  besides 
the  March  Brown. 

Well,  to  return  to  our  Muttons— these  patent 
invisible  hooks  and  the  flies  tied  thereon.  The 
flies  look  very  nice,  but  they  are  so  big  and  so  fuUy 
dressed  that  I  should  have  thought  that  trout 
willing  to  take  them  would  be  little  troubled  by 
the  presence  of  the  ordinary  bend  and  barb  of  the 
old  fashioned  hook.  The  smallest  sizes  I  have 
seen  are  such  as  I  should  dress  May  Flies  on,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  hooks  of  this  pattern  of  such  a 
size  as  to  take  the  small  Duns  equal  to  cypher  and 
double  cypher  sizes  of  the  ordinary  fly.  Before 
discussing  the  pattern  of  hook  on  its  merits,  I 
should  like  to  see  the  small  sizes,  if  they  are  made. 
Squirrel  Fishing. 

On  my  way  to  the  waterside  I  saw  a  small  brown 
animal  cross  the  road  a  few  yards  ahead  of  me 
and  gave  chase.  It  crouched  close  in  a  patch  of 
dry  leaves,  and  tried  to  elude  observation ;  but 
when  I  put  my  rod  point  near  it,  it  sprang  on  to  it, 
and  I  lifted  it  several  feet  from  the  ground,  a 
charming  little  baby  squirrel.  It  was  so  young  as 
to  have  hardly  any  fear  of  me,  and  I  played  with 
it  for  some  minutes  before  passing  it  up  into  a 
tree,  where  it  sat  almost  within  reach  and  looked 
down  on  me,  not  a  bit  afraid.  I  have  seldom 
seen  a  prettier  sight. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  SOUTH 
KEEEY. 


Flowing  down  from  its  sources  and  home  in 
the  mountains  ever  and  ever  onward  towards  the 
ocean  runs  the  river  Roughty.  On  past  the  village 
of  Kilgarvan,  where  it  is  joined  by  a  stream  of 
smaller  dimensions,  the  Slaney  by  name.  The 
two  united  then  flow  past  the  snugly  situated 
vicarage,  and  almost  immediately  after  it  enters 
and  winds  its  tortuous  way  through  the  lovely 
Ardtully  demesne. 

Although  for  years  past  I  was  accustomed  to 
spend  a  portion  of  the  autumn  with  an  old  school- 
fellow, whose  demesne  bounded  and  lay  to  the 
west  of  Ardtully,  from  one  cause  or  another, 
owing  to  the  owner  being  absent  or  to  the  sporting 
rights  of  the  estate,  which  are  very  considerable, 
being  let,  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  wetting  a 
line  on  this  charming  stretch  of  water. 
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The  Eoughty,  like  the  majority  of  the  South 
Kerry  rivers,  runs  down  very  rapidly  during  dry 
weather,  being  in  point  of  fact  under  such  condi- 
tions a  mere  dribbling  stream,  which  in  some 
places  has  a  difficulty  in  threading  its  course  over 
or  through  the  shallows,  but  which  with  a  down- 
pour of  rain  may  the  very  next  day  be  rushing  over 
these  a  raging  torrent.  The  former,  to  my  utter 
disgust,  was  the  state  in  which  I  found  the  river 
when  I  arrived  during  a  recent  visit,  and  with  the 
water  in  such  a  state,  as  far  as  getting  a  salmon  by 
legitimate  means  went,  why  one  might  as  reason- 
ably expect  to  "  get  into  "  a  whale  in  the  matutinal 
"  tub."  On  learning,  however,  that  Mr.  Orpen, 
the  owner  of  Ardtully,  was  at  home,  I  wrote  to 
him  asking  for  one  day's  fishing,  more,  indeed,  as 
I  said,  to  have  a  look  at  the  various  pools  in  the 
demesne  than  from  any  very  great  expectation  of 
capturing  a  salmon,  whether  the  river  was  in 
fishing  trim  or  otherwise — my  reason  for  adding 
the  last  paragraph  being  that  but  a  very  short 
time  back  I  not  alone  dislocated  my  left  shoulder, 
but  I  in  addition  ruptured  a  tendon  of  the  arm,  a 
mishap  which  rendered  my  left  arm  all  but  useless. 
The  ref)ly  to  this  letter  exceeded  my  most  sanguine 
expectations,  as  instead  of  giving  the  one  day  asked 
for,  Mr.  Orpen,  in  the  kindest  and  most  sportsman- 
like manner  possible,  gave  me  permission  to  fish 
his  preserves  as  long  as  I  remained  in  the  locality. 
No  change,  however,  of  weather  such  as  would 
benefit  the  angler  ensued,  or  indeed  for  that  matter 


Ardtully  Bridge  and  Fridge  1 


seemsd  likely  to  ensue,  and  for  about  two  weeks 
my  rod  was  resting  idly  in  the  case.  The  unex- 
pected, however,  in  matters  piscatorial  as  in  others 
very  frequently  happens,  and  so  it  did  on  this 
particular  occasion.  One  night  prior  to  retiring 
I,  as  per  usual,  took  stock  of  the  weather,  and  saw 
with  misgivings  t  lat  the  sky  was  clear  and  that  a 
change  appea'  ed  to  be  as  far  off  as  before.  Shortly, 
however,  after  dawn  on  the  following  morning  I 
was  awakened  by  the  sound  of  rain  beating  heavily 
against  the  window.  The  rain,  in  addition,  was 
coming  from  the  south-east,  a  most  favourable 
point  from  which  to  raise  a  fresh  in  the  Eoughty. 
Some  hours  later  on,  when  about  to  enter  the  break- 
fast-room, I  opened  the  hall  door,  and  to  my  joy 
saw  that  the  rain  was  coming  down  in  "sheets," 
the  sky  presented  a  dull  leaden  appearance,  while 
a  thick  "  nightcap  "  of  mist  enveloped  the  tops  of 
the  distant  mountains,  which  in  itself  was  a  sure 
prelude  to  a  first-class  deluge. 

Without  cessation  down  poured  the  rain  until 
close  on  evening,  when  suddenly  it  ceased.  Long, 
however,  before  then  the  hitherto  almost  dry  bed 
of  the  river  was  transformed  into  a  raging  torrent, 
which  put  salmon  fishing  out  of  the  question  for 
this  evening  at  any  rate.  On  the  folio  wing  morning, 
the  river  having  been  reported  to  be  in  proper  trim, 
breakfast  was  quickly  despatched  ;  then  shouldering 
the  rod  I  made  a  start,  and  soon  was  tramping  along 
a  woodland  path  which  ran  close  to  and  parallel 
with  the  river  as  it  flowed  through  the  beautiful 
Ardtully  demesne.    Two  salmon  stands  were  passed 


en  route  to  the  house,  one  of  which,  Len-Leema, 
is  to  my  mind  the  pick  of  the  many  enticing 
looking  ones  on  this  fair  stretch  of  water,  and 
although  my  intention  on  leaving  my  place  of 
I  abode  had  been  to  proceed  direct  to  Mr.  Orpen's 
residence,  in  order  to  thank  him  for  his  kindness, 
and  in  addition  obtain  his  advice  as  to  the  best 
manner  in  which  to  fish  the  various  pools,  the 
side  of  Len-Leema  on  which  I  then  was,  looked 
so  very  tempting  that  I  changed  my  mind  and 
began  operations.  At  this  moment  a  fine  deer- 
hound,  of  whose  proximity  I,  until  then,  was 
unaware  of,  and  who  rejoiced  in  the  name  of 
"  Spring,"  put  in  an  appearance,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  making  a  day  of  it,  as  nothing  I  could 
do  would  induce  him  to  leave,  and  in  the  coolest 
manner  possible  he  sat  down  and  began  to  look  on 
at  the  proceedings.  Not  a  rise  or  a  drag  from  a 
fish,  however,  rewarded  my  efforts,  so  winding  in, 
I  made  direct  for  the  house.  This,  a  very  hand- 
some and  beautifully-situated  mansion,  is  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  dense  woods,  natural 
coverts  for  'cock,  for  which,  in  the  season,  they 
are  famous — a  matter  of  no  surprise,  as  the  woods 
are  flanked  on  the  north,  east,  and  south  by  lofty 
mountains,  and  from  these  in  hard  weather  the 
birds  flock  into  the  snug,  soft-bottomed  coverts  in 
great  numbers. 

On  the  cinder  tennis-court,  immediately  in  front 
of  the  hall  door,  I  found  Mr.  Orpen,  and  in 
attendance  on  him  a  sharp-looking  Irish  terrier, 


'ooi.,  RouGHTY  River,  KENMiEE. 

"  Whiskey,"  by  name — "  Potheen  "  would,  I  think, 
have  been  a  more  appropriate  one  for  a  dog 
belonging  to  the  "  Kingdom  of  Kerry."  I  mention 
this  little  tyke  in  particular,  as  his  owner  told  me 
that  he  took  a  deep  and  intelligent  interest  in 
fishing,  and  that  when  a  salmon  was  hooked  he, 
without  fail,  began  at  once  to  bark  furiously,  as  if 
to  inform  all  within  hearing  that  such  an  important 
event  had  occurred.  This  I  knew  to  be  a  fact  ere 
many  hours  had  passed. 

Within  about  fifty  or  so  paces  from  the  hall 
door,  under  Mr.  Orpen's  guidance,  we  crossed  to 
the  south  side  of  the  river  by  a  substantial  stone 
bridge.  My  friend,  now  turning  sharp  to  the  right, 
led  me  for  a  short  distance  through  a  wood,  which 
struck  me  as  being  an  ideal  'cock  covert.  Hazel, 
holly,  and  alder  spring  up  from  an  oozy  and  rivulet 
traversed  bottom,  while  the  drier  portion  of  the 
wood  was  covered  with  gorse  and  strong  brambles, 
oak,  firs,  and  birch  reared  their  tall  crowns  over- 
head, the  entire  combination  forming  the  very 
perfection  of  covert  for  the  succulent  "  long-bills." 
We  soon  emerged  on  to  a  small  clearing  on  the 
river's  bank,  and  standing  on  a  rooky  but  perilously 
slippery  ledge,  I  saw  beneath  me  rushing  in  gran- 
deur a  beautiful-looking  salmon  pool,  which,  can- 
noning, so  to  say,  against  a  jutting  out  point  of  the 
ledge  on  which  we  stood,  [was  sent  in  swirling 
eddies  across  to  the  opposite  rock-bound  shore,  to 
be  diverted  in  its  course  again,  until  finally  the 
angry  volume  of  water  enters  and  is  lost  sight  of  in 
the  gloomy  rock-bound  gorge  below. 


"  Too  high  at  present,"  said  my  friend  as  he  took 
stock  of  the  pool,  "  unless  you  see  a  tuft  of  grass 
showing  above  a  large  flat  rook  in  that  corner  at 
the  opposite  side,  and  which  we  call  '  the  bathing- 
stone.'  No  portion  of  this  pool,  except  the  imme- 
diate head,  is  worth  fishing.  As,  however,  neither 
are  visible  at  the  present  moment,  I  think  we  had 
better  move  further  up  the  river,  and  this  stream, 
if  we  have  no  more  rain,  may  be  in  order  as  you 
return  home." 

Scarcely  had  the  words  been  spoken,  than  well 
up  in  the  stream,  but  more,  however,  to  the  over 
side,  sprang  a  silver-coated  salmon.  "  A  fresh-run 
chap,"  said  Mr.  Orpen ;  "  what  do  you  say  to 
showing  him  a  fly  ?  "  "  All  right,"  was  my  reply, 
but  I  then  added,  "  that  spring  looks  far  more  like 
a  prediction  of  tain  than  a  '  taking '  one.  However, 
there's  no  great  time  or  harm  lost  in  doing  as  you 
say."  I  then  and  there  attached  a  fair-sized  fly  to 
the  cast,  "  a  half-grey,  fiery  brown,  and  yellow," 
which  I  have  always  had  the  highest  possible 
opinion  of  both  in  the  rivers  of  Cork  and  South 
Kerry,  and  which,  no  later  than  the  Monday 
following  the  day  on  which  the  Pensylvian  crew 
"  knocked  spots  "  into  the  Trinity  College  "  boys," 
Courtney,  the  well-known  Killarney  fly-tier,  assured 
me  was  the  "  best  pattern  "  for  that  district. 

To  properly  command  the  upper  portion  of  the 
pool  in  which  our  silver-coated  friend  was  lying  it 
was  necessary  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  most 
slippery  portion  of  the  limestone  ledge,  which  in 
addition  overhung  the  raging  torrent.  This,  with 
my  damaged  shoulder,  I  did  not  at  all  relish.  The 
nails  on  my  soles  were  worn,  which  rendered  a  firm 
foothold  a  matter  of  the  utmost  uncertainty.  One 
false  step  might  as  well  as  not  have  precipitated 
me  into  the  wild  waters  below,  and  once  in  I  fancy 
I  should  have  remained  there,  as  to  save  myself, 
crippled  as  I  was,  by  swimming  was  an  utter 
impossibility.  However,  luckily  for  me  nothing 
worse  than  the  losing  of  the  fish  happened,  for  as 
the  fly  came  over  him  I  felt  a  drag.  "  In  him,"  I 
shouted  out.  Alas  1  however,  the  next  moment  the 
bent  rod  sprang  up  straight,  the  released  fly  dangled 
idly  at  the  end  of  the  line,  and  like  Lord  Ullin  I 
was  left  lamenting. 

About  this  timethe  rain,  which  had  been  threaten- 
ing for  some  time,  began  to  come  down,  and  by 
Mr.  Orpen's  advice  we  adjourned  to  the  house,  as 
he  said  he  feared  the  remainder  of  the  day  would 
continue  bad.  With  angling  yarns  for  the  next 
couple  of  hours  we  beguiled  the  time,  praised  one 
river  and  abused  another.  So  forbidding,  however, 
did  matters  at  one  time  seem  that  it  apparently 
looked  hopeless  to  remain  any  longer,  especially 
as  I  was  anxious  to  tie  a  few  flies. 

With  the  wind  moaning  through  the  tree  tops 
and  the  broken  scud  coming  up  rapidly  from  the 
south-west,  I  felt  that  instinctive  feel  which  most 
dwellers  in  the  open  air  know  so  well,  and  which 
convinced  me  that  another  heavy  fall  of  rain  was 
nigh  at  hand,  and  also  that  the  chance  of  "  stirring  " 
a  fish  on  such  an  evening  was  exceedingly  remote. 
I  had,  in  fact,  made  up  my  mind  to  return  home, 
when  the  sky  to  the  south-west  broke,  and  on  the 
hoping  against  hope  principle  which  is  so  pre- 
dominant in  most  anglers'  breasts,  I,  too,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  hoped  for  the  better.  The 
rain,  however,  came  on  again,  then  passed  off,  so, 
desirous  of  having  a  dry  tramp  homewards,  I  bade 
my  host  farewell  and  left  the  house,  my  intention 
being  to  return  by  the  public  road.  As,  however,  I 
was  passing  through  the  tennis-ground  the  piteous 
howling  of  the  deerhound  fell  on  my  ear.  Engaged 
doubtless  in  some  petty  poaching  job  in  the  well- 
stocked  coverts  which  lay  to  the  south  of  the  river, 
he  must  have  failed  to  notice  us  as  we  walked  up 
the  river's  bank  from  Len-Leema  to  the  house, 
and  the  closed  gate  of  the  bridge  afterwards  kept 
him  confined  to  the  south  side.  Thinking  evidently 
that  to  attract  attention  by  means  of  a  howl  was 
a  far  simpler  matter,  and  more  to  his  liking  than 
to  trust  his  precious  carcase  to  the  swollen  waters, 
he  howled,  and  by  doing  so  was  eminently  success- 
ful, as  by  thus  lifting  up  his  voice  he  brought  relief 
to  himself,  and  was  also  the  unconscious  means  of 
bringing  sport  to  his  master,  as  the  following 
episode  will  show.  Cherry  Brandy. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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FKESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 

By  the  Kev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  252.) 
CHAPTER  yi.— continued. 
The  Spiked  Water  Milfoil  {Myriophyllum 
spicatum)  (Fig.  49)  has  long  been  a  favourite  with 
keepers  of  aquaria.  It  is  common  in  stagnant 
water,  where  it  is  entirely  submerged  with  the 
exception  of  the  flowers,  which  rise  a  few  inches 


Fig.  49.    Spiked  Wateb  Milfoil  (Myriophyllum 
spicatum). 


above  the  surface.  Water  animals  of  many 
different  kinds  are  fond  of  making  the  tangled 
masses  of  the  Milfoil  their  headquarters.  In  the 
aquarium  it  looks  and  grows  well,  and  gives  off 
oxygen  freely.  The  greenish  flowers  grow  in 
whorls,  forming  a  leafless  spike  about  3in.  or  4in. 
long ;  its  leaves  also  grow  in  whorls  of  four,  and 
are  finely  divided  into  hair-like  segments.  Most 
appropriately  is  it  named  the  Milfoil  (the  myriad- 


FiG.  50.  Vernal  Water  Starwort  (Callitriche 
verna). 

leaved).  It  flowers  in  July  and  August.  A  portion 
(not  a  bunch)  of  this  plant  may  be  tied  to  a  stone 
and  sunk  in  the  aquarium  :  it  will  quickly  take 
root  and  grow. 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


The  Vernal  Water  Starwort  (Callitriche  verna) 
(Fig.  50)  grows  in  both  slowly-running  and  stagnant 
water.  The  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  and  are  narrower 
when  found  in  a  stream  than  in  a  pond.  It  is  a 
pretty  plant,  its  leaves  forming  a  mass  of  emerald 
green  stars  on  the  surface  of  the  water ;  hence  its 
common  name.  It  is  generally  submerged,  with 
the  exception  of  the  little  green  flowers  which  rise 
above  the  water  in  .June  and  July.  If  this  plant  is 
examined  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  it  takes  its 
generic  name  (Callitriche)  from  its  beautiful  hair- 
like roots,  some  of  which  slightly  enter  the  soil  at 
the  bottom  of  the  water  ;  so  slightly,  indeed,  that 


Fig.  51.    Autumnal  Water  Starwort 
(Callitriche  autumnalis). 

a  small  plant,  with  a  little  care,  may  be  easily 
pulled  up  without  the  breakage  of  any  of  the 
slender  stems.  The  Vernal  Starwort  is  a  great 
favourite  with  both  female  newts  and  freshwater 
shrimps  (Gammarus  fluviatilis),  for  the  former 
wrap  their  eggs  carefully  in  the  narrow  leaves 
while  the  latter  find  lurking-places  in  its  tangles 
There  are  various  opinions  concerning  the  suita- 
bility of  this  plant  for  the  aquarium.  Some 
keepers  of  aqnaria  declare  that  it  is  useless,  as  it 
dies  so  quickly,  while  others  assert  that  it  is  a 
ready  grower,  and  consequently  a  good  producer  of 
oxygen.  There  is  truth  in  both  these  statements, 
for  if  it  is  tied  in  a  bunch  to  a  stone  (as  it  so  often 


Fig.  52.  Water  Crowfoot  (Ranunculus  aquatilis). 

is)  and  sunk  in  the  water  of  a  tank,  the  lower  part 
of  it  will  soon  die,  its  leaves  turning  a  sickly-looking 
yellow  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  Bin.  or  4in.  of 
the  top  of  each  healthy  spray  is  broken  oft',  and 
simply  floated  in  the  water,  it  will  quickly  put 
forth  some  hair-like  roots  and  grow.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  will  supply  a  fdir  quantity  of 
oxygen,  and  by  its  utility  and  beauty  will  earn  a 
place  in  the  aquarium. 

The  Autumnal  Water  Starwort  (Callitriche  aut- 
umnalis) is  decidedly  a  rare  plant  compared  to  the 
Vernal  Starwort.  It  grows  in  similar  situations, 
but  it  does  not,  like  that  plant,  ever  rise  above  the 


surface  of  the  water.  Its  leaves  are  narrower 
(Fig.  51)  and  of  a  darker  green.  C.  autumnalis  is 
occasionally  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
and  in  some  of  the  northern  lakes.  A  few  inches 
of  the  top  of  a  healthy  spray  may  be  tied  to  a  small 
stone  and  sunk  in  the  water  of  the  aquarium.  No 
two  sprays  should  be  tied  together. 

The  Water  Crowfoot  (Eamtnculaa  arjuatilia) 
(Fig.  52)  is  an  excellent  plant  for  the  aquarium, 
and  one  very  easily  procured,  as  it  is  common 
almost  everywhere.  It  grows  in  streams  and 
ponds,  sometimes  nearly  covering  the  latter  with 
its  beautiful  green  leaves  and  its  pretty  flowers. 
The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  of  two  different  shapes  : 
the  upper  leaves  are  three-lobed,  with  rounded 
notches,  and  float  upon  the  surface  of  the  water  ; 
the  lower  ones  are  divided  into  numerous  hair-like 
segments,  and  are  always  submerged.  In  quickly- 
running  streams  the  floating  leaves  are  generally 
wanting.  The  rather  large  flowers  are  white  with 
many  yellow  stamens,  very  like  strawberry  blossom, 
and  are  borne  from  May  to  September.  The 
Water  Crowfoot  is  a  most  useful  plant  to  the 
owner  of  an  aquarium  ;  for  it  will  grow  extremely 
well  in  a  tank,  and  ia  its  masses  under  water  much 
interesting  animal  life  is  almost  certain  to  be  found. 
If  a  healthy  portion  of  this  plant  is  cut  off',  so  that 
it  is  just  long  enough  to  allow  the  flowers  and  the 
lobed  leaves  to  float  on  the  surface  of  the  water 
while  the  severed  end  touches  the  bottom,  and  is 
then  tied  to  a  stone  and  sunk  in  the  aquarium,  it 
will  quickly  take  root  and  grow  ;  indeed,  so  rapidly 
will  it  increase  that  care  must  be  taken  lest  it 
usurp  the  entire  tank. 

The  Ivy-leaved  Crowfoot  (Ramniculus  licdera- 
ceus)  is  a  very  useful  little  plant  for  the  aquarium, 
especially  for  those  which  are  not  deep.  In  some 
neighbourhoods  this  weed  is  very  common,  and  is 
to  be  found  growing  in  shallow  water,  on  the 
sloping  margins  of  ponds,  and  on  those  places  from 
which  the  water  has  lately  retired.  This  plant  is 
not  nearly  so  large  as  the  Water  Crowfoot,  and  its 
flowers  are  very  small.  It  has  a  creeping,  sub- 
merged stem,  throwing  out  roots,  and  its  leaves 
are  roundly  lobed,  rising  on  rather  long  stalks  some 
little  distance  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  Any 
portion  of  the  stem  having  leaves  attached  will 
grow  and  blossom  freeh'  in  an  aquarium. 

Water  Lobelia  (Lobelia  dortmanni)  is  a  very 
pretty  and  suitable  plant  for  the  aquarium,  but  it 
is  not  readily  to  be  procured,  as  it  is  almost  con- 
fined to  the  northern  lakes,  where  it  grows  in  thick 
masses  at  the  bottom  of  the  water.  Its  flowers 
are  light  blue,  and  grow  droopingly  upon  long 
stalks,  which  rise  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  its  leaves  are  long  and  narrow  and  almost 
cylindrical.  This  plant  may  be  set  in  the  sand 
and  gravel  of  the  aquarium. 

(To  he  coyitinued.) 


AN  INTUITIVE  EYE. 


What  a  number  of  anglers  I  have  known  and 
others  that  I  have  been  a-fishing  with  who  have 
failed  to  grasp  the  situation.  And  this  reminds  me 
that  one  angler  will  often  go  straight  to  where  fish 
can  be  caught,  with  an  unerring  instinct  born  of 
observation  and  experience,  whilst  another  will 
wander  aimlessly  up  and  down  a  river,  coinpletelv 
puzzled  what  to  do  or  where  to  begin.  I  have 
seen  the  former  angler  do  this  at  prize  competitions, 
catching  as  many  fish  in  one  swim  that  has  gained 
him  the  first,  second,  or  third  prize  for  certain. 

Not  only  is  the  unobservant  and  puzzled 
angler  entirely  ignorant  with  respect  to  choosing 
a  swim  where  fish  are  likely  to  be  caught, 
but  he  often  does  not  know  what  fish  the  river 
actually  contains,  and  if  one  told  him  it  held 
a  certain  fish  his  answer  would  be,  "  You  surprise 
me."  I  have  frequently  noticed  at  certain 
periods  on  certain  waters,  no  matter  how  clever 
an  angler  may  be  in  other  respects,  he  has 
forgotten  the  important  fact  that  the  fish  he  is 
after,  although  what  is  termed  a  bottom-feeding 
fish,  is  not  feeding  on  or  near  the  ground,  but  on 
the  surface.  There  are  many  causes  of  failure  well 
known  to  experienced  anglers,  but  there  are  bidden 
ones  that  often  baffle  the  cleverest.  There  are 
periods  when  roach,  and  even  carp,  may  be  caught 
nearer  the  surface  than  the  ground,  and  with 
respect  to  chub  and  dace  occasions  when  a  score 
may  be  caught  near  the  surface  with  the  fly  to  one 
near  the  ground. 

"  I  will  bet  a  sovereign  that  I  catch  more  roach 
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in  this  pool  with  the  artificial  fly  than  you  do  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  you  may  use  any  bait  you 
like,"  once  said  a  wily  old  fly  fisherman  to  me,  and 
the  result  was  that  I  kept  my  money  in  my  pocket, 
for  I  had  reasons  for  knowing  that  I  should  have 
had  no  chance  whatever.  It  was  fortunate  that  I 
happened  to  grasp  the  situation  on  that  occasion, 
and  yet  to  a  stranger  the  chances  appeared  all  in 
my  favour.  The  three  fish  that  are  what  I  call 
persistent  ground  feeders  are  flounders,  gudgeon, 
and  barbel,  although  the  latter  will  "  pick  "  or 
leap  some  distance  out  of  the  water,  dart,  dive,  and 
sport  about  ofl"  the  bottom,  and  when  sitting  in  a 
boat  I  have  even  seen  flounders  follow  worms  close 
to  the  surface  ;  therefore  the  young  angler  may 
fish  dead  on  the  bottom  for  both  barbel  and 
flounders,  and  allow  his  bait  to  just  miss  the  ground 
for  gudgeon ;  for  swims  may  be  found  in  sandy 
shallows  with  a  current  that  will  suit  a  smallish 
quill  float  (it  should  be  small)  as  level  as  any 
swims  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It  appears  to 
me,  the  chief  reason  why  the  fly  fisherman  succeeds 
in  catching  several  sorts  of  fish,  when  your  ground 
fisherman  cannot  get  a  nibble,  is  the  very  simple  one 
that  the  fish  are  ravenous  for  gnats,  flies.  May  bugs, 
moths,  and  sundry  winged  creatures,  and  it  is  when 
they  have  gorged  themselves  to  repletion  day  after 
day,  and  become  absolutely  sick  of  this  sort  of  food 
and  prefer  a  change,  that  the  ground  fisherman  gets  a 
chance  ;  but  unfortunately  he  often  fails  to  grasp 
the  situation,  by  using  a  bait  the  fish  detest  after 
such  a  course  of  tasty  and  delicate  fool,  that  is  to 
say,  the  half  and  even  the  whole  of  a  great  black- 
headed  dirty  white  lob  in  hot  weather,  and  the 
water  clear  as  crystal.  One  might  as  well  fish 
with  a  piece  of  cat's  meat,  and  I  calculate  that  such 
an  angler  might  fish  in  the  Lea  or  Colne  for  a  week 
and  never  catch  a  fish.  It  never  seems  to  stril^e 
him  that  a  pellet  of  bread  and  bran,  a  couple  of 
liver  or  fish  gentles  nicelj-  scoured,  a  house  fly 
tipped  with  a  maggot,  or  a  fine  fat  yellow  cad- 
bait  drawn  across  a  shingly  swim  would  be  a  bait 
more  to  the  purpose.  Summer  before  last,  when 
angling  with  two  friends  in  a  well-stocked  private 
water,  one  of  whom  was  a  splendid  fly  fisherman, 
I  saw  the  superiority  of  the  artificial  fly  over 
ordinary  baits  used  for  white  fish  verified.  No  one 
could  have  had  better  baits  or  tackle,  and  tried 
harder  to  catch  fish  than  I  and  my  friend.  In 
fact  so  much  so,  in  one  grand  eddy  on  the  opposite 
side  that  I  was  determined  to  fish,  I  attempted  to 
wade  through  the  rather  sharp  current  with  two 
rods  and  floats  that  would  dangle,  basket,  baits, 
my  boots  and  socks  tied  round  my  neck,  and,  of 
course,  I  boggled  when  half  way  across  the  stream, 
and  to  save  myself  from  falling  full  length  in  the 
river  I  got  my  trousers,  drawers,  and  the  tails  of 
my  shirt  thoroughly  soaked,  and  so  I  remained 
until  I  arrived  home,  and  that  was  not  early  either. 
The  fact  is  I  failed  to  grasp  the  situation,  and  no 
one  but  a  madman  would  have  attempted  to  cross 
such  a  strong  current  in  the  circumstances,  for  I 
had  to  guess  at  the  depth. 

"  Why  did  you  not  go  to  the  cottage  and  borrow 
an  old  pair  of  trousers  from  the  keeper  and  get 
your  clothes  dried,"  said  the  fly-fisherman  ;  because 
I  was  in  that  peculiar  humour  when  nothing 
on  earth  gives  satisfaction.  I  was  furiously 
exasperated,  and  I  feel  certain  that  every  angler 
has  felt  in  a  similar  mood  ;  I  mean  when  he  feels 
that  he  could  chop  ofi"  a  limb  from  his  friend  with- 
out the  least  compunction,  and  does  not  care  a  cuss 
what  comes.  Of  course  it  is  very  foolish,  because 
it  will  not  put  one's  friend  in  a  good  humour  or  dry 
either  one's  drawers  or  the  tails  of  one's  shirt. 
More,  "  a  really  good  old  sort  "  of  a  fellow  at 
bottom  may  go  the  shortest  cut  to  "  get  himself 
disliked"  even  by  his  dearest  friend.  But  the 
thing  that  exasperated  me  more  than  all  the  rest 
put  together  was,  that  try  with  what,  where,  and 
how  I  would  in  one  splendid  swim  after 
another,  chiefly  eddies  at  the  bends,  and  in 
ch  arming  slacks  by  plumb  banks,  and  that  with 
tackle  many  an  angler  might  have  envied,  I  did 
not  catch  a  single  fish  ;  neither  did  my  friend.  I 
did  not  even  get  a  nibble,  whilst  I  could  see  the 
fly-fisheriuan  having  capital  sport.  It  was  the  first 
lime  I  had  tried  this  water,  and  I  evidently  failed 
to  grasp  the  situation. 

I  do  not  believe  the  fish  were  in  the  six  or  eight 
rather  deep  eddies  and  slacks  I  tried,  but  in 
streams  of  moderate  depth  adjacent.  The  hotter 
the  weather  the  more  oxygen  the  fish  require, 
and  they  make  for  the  water  which  contains 
the  most,  especially  when  about  to  spawn — dace, 


for  instance.  I  hope  you  do  not  think,  gentle 
reader,  that  I  was  jealous  of  my  friends. 
Certainly  not;  for  so  long  as  I  can  look  at 
a  really  fine  specimen — be  it  a  roach,  carp, 
dace,  chub,  bream,  perch,  trout,  pike,  or  barbel — 
believe  me,  I  do  not  care  two  straws  by  whom 
it  is  caught.  Some  anglers  are  simply  detest- 
able in  this  respect.  I  recollect  old  "  Mathe- 
matics," as  he  was  called,  who  used  to  fish  in  the 
Stoke  Newington  reservoirs,  on  being  asked  by  a 
friend  of  mine,  one  November,  to  look  at  a  lO^^lb. 
pike  that  I  had  landed  with  considerable  difficulty 
for  him  with  my  hands  (he  had  left  his  net  behind), 
replied  in  the  most  sarcastic  manner,  "  I  don't 
want  to  see  a  pike  that  any  other  man  has  caught." 
Fancy  that  I  He  was  the  most  detestable  angler 
I  ever  met,  for  not  long  before  this  incident  occurred 
I  offered,  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  to  help  him 
to  unravel  his  pike  line,  and,  by  Jove !  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  informed  me  he  could  do 
without  my  help  I  thought  he  was  going  to 
knock  me  down.  Talk  about  a  fury  in  fits  !  My 
fat  and  suave  friend  walking  on  the  cinder-path 
leading  to  the  cottage,  on  the  right  of  the  reservoir 
from  the  main  entrance,  who  had  in  the  most 
artful  manner  put  me  on  this  pleasant  job,  was 
literally  splitting  his  sides  with  laughter.  He 
knew  his  man,  whilst  I  grasped  the  situation  when 
it  was  too  late.  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  I  never 
came  across  such  an  extraordinary  angler  before  or 
since.  The  fact  is  I  suppose  the  old  buffer  was 
suffering  from  some  mental  complaint  and  could 
not  help  it.  But  I  am  digressing.  All  this  only 
proves  that  the  sting  is  in  being  beaten.  Let  the 
beginner  try  and  grasp  the  situation  at  all  periods, 
in  all  circumstances;  be  observant,  and  study 
everything  that  is  likely  to'  act  on  the  feeding  of 
fish  —  be  it  wind,  floods,  drought,  temperature, 
weeds,  period,  depth,  baits,  etc.  ;  he  need  never 
despair,  for  I  have  seen  expert  anglers  with  the 
most  approved  tackle  who,  with  all  their  skill  and 
experience,  have  failed  to  catch  a  fish,  and  from 
what  I  have  stated  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  on 
some  of  these  occasions  at  all  events,  they  have 
failed  to  grasp  the  situation.  They  have  been 
mistaken  ;  and  I  often  think  that  the  one  little 
mistake  so  often  made  in  angling,  like  the  little 
slip  made  in  the  journey  of  life,  spoils  all  chance 
of  success.  A. 


FLY-CASTING  AT  THE  NEW 
YORK  SPOETSMEN'S  EXHIBITION. 

From  Forest  and  Stream. 


Tdesday,  March  11. — Bait-casting  for  distance. 
Judges,  Willis  D.  Cloyes,  C.  R.  Radcliffe,  and 
D.  T.  Abercrombie :  C.  D.  Levison,  81  ft. ;  E.  J. 
Mills,  74  ft. 

Wednesday,  March  12. — Fly-casting  for  distance 
for  girls  :  Miss  Elizabeth  Cruikshank,  68  ft. 

Thursday,  March  18. — Fly-casting  for  distance. 
Judges,  E.  S.  Osgood,  W.  H.  Houston,  and  D.  T. 
Abercrombie :  P.  C.  Hewitt,  84  ft.  6  in. ;  E.  J. 
Mills,  71  ft.  2  in. ;  Willis  D.  Cloyes,  53  ft.  E.  E. 
Hewitt  withdrew. 

Friday,  March  14. -Judges,  Dr.  C.  C.  Curtis, 
J.  E.  Bull  winkle,  and  C.  E.  Eadcliffe  :  E.  E.  Hewitt, 
61  ft. ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  52  ft.  6  in.  P.  C. 
Hewitt  withdrew. 

Saturday,  March  15. — Special,  for  accuracy. 
Judges,  E.  S.  Osgood,  C.  W.  Ailing,  and  H. 
Cadmus:  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  26;  E.  R.  Hewitt, 
26;  V.  D.  Grimwood,  15;  C.  G.  Levison,  13; 
M.  H.  Smith,  5.    P.  C.  Hewitt  withdrew. 

Monday.  March  17. — Obstacle.  Judges,  E.  R. 
Osgood,  Edw.  Bourne,  and  N.  P.  Howell :  E.  R. 
Hewitt.  72  ft.  6  in. ;  Augustus  B.  Douglas,  61  ft. 
6  in. ;  H.  Henderson,  60  ft. ;  E.  J.  Mills,  55  ft. ; 

D.  T.  Abercrombie,  ■>'■>  ft. 

Tuesday,  March  18. — Delicacy  and  accuracy  : 

E.  S.  Osgood,  29;  E.  E.  Hewitt,  20.  P.  Cooper 
Hewitt,  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  and  Harold  Henderson 
withdrew. 

Wednesday,  March  19. — Bass  fly-casting  :  V.  E. 
Grimwood,  71  ft. ;  Harold  Henderson,  68  ft. ;  L. 
Tyson,  63  ft. 

The  bait-casting  competition  was  won  by  Mr. 
Levison,  with  a  total  of  542  ft.  and  an  average  of 
108  2-5  ft.  In  his  third  cast  Mr.  Levison  made 
125  ft.,  which,  we  believe,  is  the  record  for  over- 
head casting.  Of  course,  much  longer  casts  have 
been   made   by   underhand   casting— 176  ft.,  we 


believe — but  equally,  of  course,  by  that  method 
accuracy  is  largely  lost. 

The  certificate  given  by  Judge  Franklin  S.  Beady 
is  interesting  by  comparison  with  the  record  of  the 
casting  made  in  1898,  copy  of  which  follows  it  :  — 

New  York,  March  20  —  Editor  Forest  and 
Stream  :  The  following  is  a  true  and  correct  copy 
of  the  score  made  by  each  contestant  in  the  single- 
hand  special  bait-casting  contest  for  distance  with 
one-half  ounce  rubber  frog  at  the  tournament  of 
the  Sportsmen's  Show,  on  the  evening  of  March  19, 
1902:  — 

Edward  J.  Mills— Rod,  7  ft.,  7oz.,  No.  3  Meek 
reel :  1st  cast,  80  ft. ;  2nd  cast,  nil ;  3rd  cast,  69  ft. ; 
4th  cast,  nil ;  5th  cast,  nil. 

C.  G.  Levison.— Rod,  6  9-12  ft.,  6ioz.,  Sage  Ken- 
tucky reel  :  1st  cast,  97  ft. ;  2nd  cast,  106  ft. ;  3rd 
cast,  125  ft. ;  4th  cast,  104  ft. ;  5th  cast,  110  ft. 
Total,  542  ft. ;  average,  108  2-5  ft. 

Milton  H.  Smith.— Rod,  7  ft.,  7oz.,  Sage  Ken- 
tucky reel :  1st  cast,  74  ft.  ;  2nd  cast,  70  ft. ;  3rd 
cast,  —  ;  4th  cast,  70  ft.  ;  5th  cast,  — .  The  3rd 
and  5th  casts  went  out  of  bounds,  an  I  although 
they  were  about  90  ft.  each  they  could  not  be 
counted. 

This  contest  being  for  distance  Mr.  Levison  was 
declared  winner  by  making  125  ft.  on  the  3rd  cast. 

Franklin  S.  Beady,  Judge. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  19,  1898,  at  8  p.m.— Class  K. 
Single-handed  bait-casting  contest.  For  distance 
and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
made  with  ioz.  rubber  frog  to  be  furnished  by 
the  committee.  Free  running  reel  to  be  used. 
No  limit  as  to  rod  or  line,  but  the  line  must  not  be 
leaded  or  weighted.  For  accuracy  five  casts  shall 
be  made  at  a  buoy  placed  60  ft.  from  the  casting 
point;  the  casts  to  be  made  with  the  t^oz.  rubber 
frog,  and  for  each  foot,  or  fraction  of  a  foot,  that 
the  frog  falls  from  the  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
be  made ;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided 
by  five  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. ; 
the  demerit  per  cent.,  deducted  from  100,  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent.  The  average  distance  cast, 
added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy,  shall  constitute 
the  score. 

Judges,  R.  N.  Parish  and  E.  S.  Osgood ;  referee, 
C.  H.  Mowry. 

Distance.  Accuracy.  Total. 
R.  Leonard — 

460— Av.  92  18.8— A.V.  47  92 

97  88  106  87  82  2.2  3    5    4   '   4.6  96  188 
C.  Levison — 

370— Av.  74  20  6— Av.  6%  74 

80  59    77  92  62  1.6  4.6  7    4.6    3  95  169 
J.  H.  Bellows— 

852— Av.  70.2  33.9— Av.  7%  70.2 

79  77  79  78  39  4.6  2,6  4  6  18  4  3  93  163  4 
B.  Goodsell— 

307-Av.  61.4  37.9— Av.  8%  61.2 

09  61  95  40  42  5  25  1.6  1.3  5  92  153  4 
F.  N.  Peet- 

294— Av.  58.4  29.9— Av.  6%  53.4 

52  80    40  36  83  5    6  6  9.6  2.3    6.6  94  152.8 

There  was  considerable  adverse  comment  on  the 
conditions  of  the  casting  at  the  tournament  of  the 
Sportsmen's  Show.  While  there  was  every  inten- 
tion to  so  frame  the  conditions  that  the  tournament 
should  be  successful,  the  work  of  doing  this  was 
put  into  hands  which  appear  to  have  been  inex- 
perienced. The  fly-casting  limit— 75  feet— was 
made  far  too  short,  for  the  purpose  of  barring  out 
the  professionals,  but  this  short  limit  also  barred 
out  a  considerable  number  of  experts — not  pro- 
fessionals— who  should  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
cast,  both  for  their  own  pleasure  and  for  the 
pleasure  of  the  spectators.  The  very  short  limit 
really  confined  the  competition  to  novices  and 
young  people,  for  whom  there  might  have  been  a 
special  class. 

The  competition  in  one  class — open  to  all  com- 
petitors— was  limited  to  4ioz.  rods,  which,  of 
course,  are  lighter  than  those  used  by  many 
anglers. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  fly-casters 
themselves  are  in  some  measure  to  blame  for  the 
lack  of  success  of  this  competition,  since  the  con- 
ditions were  announced  some  little  time  in  advance 
of  the  opening  of  the  show,  and  proper  representa- 
tion to  those  in  charge  of  the  matter  might  have 
resulted  in  making  the  conditions  such  that  the 
fly-casting  tournament  would  have  been  a  credit  to 
the  show. 

It  is  understood  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  next  year  which  provide  against  the  recurrence 
of  such  mistakes. 
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EECOED  OF  LAKGE  FISH  CAUGHT 
DUEING  THE  PAST  SEASON. 


The  angling  season  just  closed  was  remarkable 
for  the  captures  of  many  fine  fish,  which  now,  or 
will,  no  doubt — preserved  and  "  set-up  "  in  hand- 
some glass  cases— embellish  the  homes  of  their 
captors,  or  the  museums  of  the  various  angling 
clubs  those  fortunate  fishermen  are  members  of. 

Of  trout  there  have  been  about  twice  as  many 
more  caught  in  the  Thames  and  its  tributaries  than 
in  the  season  of  1900-1901,  and  among  them  close 
on  fifty  ranging  from  41b.  to  8ilb.,  and  about  fifty 
from  21b.  to  41b. 

Of  that  sport-giving  fish,  the  barbel,  specimens 
weighing  from  81b.  to  101b.  have  been  taken,  also 
bream  nearly  as  large,  and  carp  up  to  161b. ;  whilst 
my  "  old  friends,"  the  Esox  lucii,  have  furnished 
many  noblel  examples  from  201b.  to  32ilb.  The 
unusually  mild  temperature  during  March,  the 
maximum  reaching  fifty-two  degrees  in  the  shade, 
brought  pike  "  very  forward,"  and  induced  them  to 
seek  "  spawning  quarters"  among  the  reeds  and 
rushes  earlier  than  usual,  or  the  two  last  weeks  of 
the  season  might  have  added  to  my  list  more  big 
fish  caught  with  rod  and  line,  not  slaughtered  by 
shooting  and  spearing  them,  as  appears  to  be  the 
practice  on  Lough  Corrib. 

April,  1901. 

Thames— Shepperton,  trout,  7|lb. ;  Caversham, 
trout,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Bourne  End,  trout,  4ilb.  ;  Henley, 
trout,  5flb.,  4ilb. ;  Datchet,  trout,  4ilb. ;  Old 
Wmdsor,  trout,  71b.  ;  Sunbury,  trout,  41b. ;  Chert- 
sey,  trout,  41b.,  Sflb.  New  River,  Ware,  trout,  51b. 
Crafnant  Llyn,  Wales,  trout,  4ilb.  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  brown  trout,  81b.  Lough  Derg,  Ireland, 
pike,  301b.  (while  spawning). 

May. 

Thames— Shepperton,  trout,  7|lb.,  5flb.,  5ilb.  ■ 
Cherfcsey,  trout,  6|lb.,  5|lb.,  6^1b.,  5Ub.,'  51b.; 
Windsor,  trout,  61b. ;  Caversham,  trout,  61b., 
51b.  7oz. ;  Pangbourne,  trout,  7ilb. ;  Marlow,  trout, 
4Jlb. ;  Henley,  trout,  S^lb.,  5ilb. ;  Molesey  Weir, 
trout,  8ilb.  Matlock  Weir,  Wye,  Derbyshire, 
trout,  61b.  14oz.  Belleek,  Erne,  Ireland,  trout,  51b  ' 
41b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  111b.,  7|lb. ;  pike, 
301b.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  231b.  Ulster 
Canal,  Ireland,  pike,  211b. 

June. 

Thames -Shepperton,  trout,  51b.  6oz.  ;  Buscott, 
trout,  61b.  Lea,  Ware,  trout,  4ilb.,  41b.  3oz.  New 
River,  Ware,  irout,  81b.  Lea,  Amwell  Ma^rna 
trout,  5hVo.,  AhVo.  Chess,  Herts,  trout,  5|lb. 
Kennet,  trout,  5lb.,  41b.  Castle  Loch,  Scotland, 
brown  trout,  71b.  Lower  Annan,  Scotland,  brown 
trout,  7ilb.  Tweed,  Scotland,  grayling,  2ilb. 
Shin,  Scotland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  6^1b.  Temej 
Worcestershire,  trout,  41b.  .3oz.  Loch  Venacher' 
Scotland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  91b.,  51b.,  4|lb.  Loucrh 
Melvin,  Ireland,  Irout,  S.  ferox,  71b.,  6ilb. ;  brown 
trout,  81b.,  5Ib.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  7ilb 
4|lb.  ;  brown  trout,  101b.,  81b.  Shannon,  Ireland, 
trout,  S.  ferox,  171b.  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  7ilb., 
71b.,  oilb.,  51b.  Erne,  'Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Lough 
Mask,  Ireland,  giUaroo  trout,  6ilb.  Woodburn 
Dams,  Ireland,  gillaroo  trout,  7|lb.,  51b.  Lark 
Cambridgeshire,  perch,  41b.  Bromborough,  Lan- 
cashire, perch,  31b.  lOoz.  Cowbridge,  Lincolnshire, 
bream,  7Ib.  Lea,  Herts,  bream,  61b.  Thames^ 
Henley,  chub,  5|lb.  ;  Wargrave,  chub,  4|lb.,4.ilb  • 
barbel,  71b.  Yore,  Yorkshire,  barbel,  8ilb.  Trent' 
Nottinghamshire,  barbel,  6ilb.  Avon,  Christchurchj 
Hants,  carp,  161b.  Lake'  Windermere,  pike,  211b.' 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  261b.,  201b.,  251b' 
Lough  Derg,  Ireland,  pike,  251b.  Lough  Corrib' 
Ireland,  pike,  301b. 

July. 

Colne,  Uxbridge,  trout,  71b.  14oz.  Kennet,  trout, 
7^1b.  Redmires  Reservoir,  Yorkshire,  trout, 
51b.  2oz.  Worlingham  Sluice,  trout,  4ilb.  Lough 
Melvin, Ireland, trout, 5Ub.,4f lb.;  5:.  /"erox, 51b.,  41b. 
Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  5ilb.  Toome  Bridge, 
Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  5lb.  Ouse,  Huntingdon- 
shire, chub,  411b.,  41b.  .5oz. ;  bream,  4ilb.,  4ilb. ; 
tench,  41b.  Witham,  Lincolnshire,  bream,  5[h.', 
61b.,  6ilb.,  71b.  3oz.  Ancholme,  Lincolnshire, 
bream,  61b.  Middle  Level,  Cambridgeshire,  bream 
51b.,  5ilb.,  5.11b.  Stour,  Suffolk,  bream,  4Alb.,  51b! 
Avon  Canal,  Worcestershire,  bream,  5^lb.,  61b" 
Dobb's  Weir,  Lea,  bream,  51b.    Thames,  Shiplake^ 


carp,  101b.  ;  Henley,  chub,  4aib.,  4ilb.  Margate, 
sea  bass,  101b.  Ramsgate,  sea  bass,  ll^lb.  Lou^h 
Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  211b.,  241b., i  251b.  Dee 
Scotland,  pike,  281b. 

August. 

Broomhall  Reservoir,  Yorkshire,  trout,  5ilb 
Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  6'Jh 
Lough  Corrib,  Irelan^,  trout,  S.  ferox,  7.^lh. 
Lough  Mask.  Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  lO-ilb.,  7.ilb 
51b.,  5ilb.,  5ilb.,  4ilb.  Loch  Shin,  Scotland,  trout,' 
S.  ferox,  Tjf^lh.  Thames,  Teddington,  barbel,  61b.! 
5ilb.,  51b.  Trent,  Newark,  barbel,  61b.,  6ilb.,  5.tlb 
Idle,  Nottinghamshire,  barbel,  7|lb.,  61b.,  51b. 
Surfleet,  Lincolnshire,  bream,  7^1b.  Littleport! 
Cambridgeshire,  bream,  S^lb.  Stour,  Suffolk, 
bream,  S.ilb.,  5slb.  Ouse,  Sussex,  carp,  51b.  14oz! 
Avon,  Hampshire,  roach,  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  Lough 
Derg,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  211b.  Lough  Mask 
Ireland,  pike,  311b.  " 

Septejibee. 

Holden  Wood  Reservoir,  trout,  6i\h.,  4ilb. 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  yellow  trout,  Sflb.  Mid-Shin! 
Scotland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  81b.  Lough  Melvin! 
Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  5ilb.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland' 
trout,  S.  ferox,  S^lb.,  9ilb.  Lough  Corrib,  Ireland! 
trout,  S.  ferox,  5ilb.  Thames,  Teddington,  carp 
7lb.,  ejlb. ;  Ditton,  chub,  i'^lh.  ;  Henley,  barbel, 
S.ilb. ;  Sunbury,  barbel,  91b.  Lea,  Bonder's  End! 
barbel,  61b. ;  bream,  5f  lb.  Trent,  Nottinghamshire' 
barbel,  51b.,  51b.,  SJlb.,  5.ilb.,  51b.,  61b.  Kelham' 
Nottinghamshire,  barbel,  Bilb.  Thames,  Surbiton 
perch,  3tlb.  Ouse,  Oundle,  tench,  41b.  Lark 
Cambridgeshire,  tench, 4ilb.  Oulton Broad,  Suffolk! 
tench,  5ilb.,  41b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  pike' 
221b.,  231b.  Lough  Erne,  Ireland,  pike,  281b' 
Bann,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.  Ballina,  Ireland,  pike 
201b.,  221b.  Foxford,  Ireland,  pike,  231b.  Carling' 
ford  Lough,  Ireland,  pike,  221b. 

October. 

Thames— Teddington,  carp,  6ilb.,  7ilb. ;  Marlow 
chub,  61b.  3oz.  Trent,  Nottinghamshire,  perch, 
3ilb.  Yore,  Yorkshire,  perch,  31b.  Lea,  Dobb's 
Weir,  bream,  6ilb.  Ouse,  Huntingdonshire,  tench, 
41b.  Witham,  Lincolnshire,  tench,  41b.  Lark 
Cambridgeshire,  tench,  4ilb.  Lough  Mask' 
Ireland,  pike,  32,ilb.  Severn,  chub,  4|lb. ;  perch' 
3ilb.  Medway,  Kent,  carp,  12Ib.  lOoz.  Whiston 
Brook,  Staffordshire,  bream,  51b.  Avon,  Hamp- 
shire, roach,  2Ib.  5oz.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  trout 
9Ib.  Lough  Neagh,  Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  lOilb' 
Blackwater,  Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  91b. 

November. 

Aln,  Northumberland,  trout,  S.  "eriox,  111b 
10|lb.,  9flb.  Thames— Teddington,  barbel,  81b!! 
7^1b.,  7^1b. ;  perch,  41b.;  Marlow,  pike,  22ilb  ■' 
near  Henley,  pike,  27ilb.  Lea,  Bonder's  End! 
barbel,  51b.  Frensham  Pond,  pike,  19ilb.  Lough 
Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  20Alb.,  211b.,  231b. 

December, 

Colnbrook,  Middlesex,  carp,  7ilb.  Arun,  Sussex, 
pike,  22ilb.  Water  in  Oxfordshire,  pike  271b 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  22lb.  Lough  Corrib' 
Ireland,  pike  about  301b.  shot  {see  following 
advertisement  from  the  FisJdnq  Gazette  of  Dec 
14,  1901).  "  . 

[THE  IRISH.  PIKE  SHOOTING  SEASON  iHAS: 
COMMENCED. 
Dear  Sir,— The  usual  shooting  of  large  pike  has 
commenced  on  Lough  Corrib.    One  about  301b.  wei^^ht 
was  shot  near  here  on  Saturday,  Dec.  7.    I  trust  they 
may  have  fairer  treatment.— Yours  faithfully 

Lough  Corrib  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

Cong,  CO.  Mayo.] 

January,  1902. 
Wroxham  Broads,  Norfolk,  pike,  241b  Private 
Water  near  Birmingham,  pike,  241b.    Idle,  Notting- 
hamshire, pike,  261b.  ° 

February. 

ivr-?i"?®',  Huntingdonshire,  pike,  19Ib.  Powder 
Mill  Lake,  Hounslow,  pike,  20ab.  Private  Water, 
Nottinghamshire,  pike,  28lb.,  23lb.,  201b  Great 
Western  Canal,  Tiverton,  pike,  241b.  Lou-^h  Mask 
Ireland,  pike,  241b.  Nene,  Peterborough,  chub  51b' 
2oz.    Waveney,  Suffolk,  perch,  31b. 

March. 

Wroxham,   Norfolk,  pike,   231b.,  301b.  Ouse, 
Sussex,  chub,  4ilb.    Trent,  Newark,  chub,  41b 
31b.    15oz.     Thame;,  Henley,   perch,   21b.  60/ 
Chichester  Canal,  perch,  41b.  4oz.    Lough  Corrib 
Ireland,  pike,  231b.  ,  a.  Jardixe. 


ANENT  THE  YTHAN. 


One  is  unlikely  to  forget  when  and  where  he 
farst  hooked  a  salmon,  even  though  he  may  not 
have  come  near  catching  it.    It  was  a  boisterous 
spring  day,  a  chili  nor'-easter  dauding  alternate 
rain  and  sleet  in  my  face,  and  the  line  had  fairly  to 
be  driven  across  the  gale  as  I  fished  Ythanwards 
down  the  Ebric  Burn.    Notwithstanding  all  this, 
the  trout  were  rising  to  a  big  March  Brown,  and 
one  can  put  up  with  a  deal  of  buffeting  when  his 
creel  has  a  tendency  to  grow  heavy.    At  the  top 
of  a  mill-dam,  in  a  deep,  swift  stream  from  which  I 
had  already  taken  a  trout  or  two,  there  was  a  quick, 
decisive  splash,  and  something  very  heavy  shot 
forward,  curving  the  little  rod  like  a  bow  and 
making  the  reel  scream.    And  then  a  shining  form, 
bent  like  a  hoop,  sprang  out  of  the  water;  in 
mid-air  the  hoop  straightened,  and  the  line  came 
limp  to  my  hand  ;  the  thin  trout-cast  had  snapped 
as  a  gossamer  thread.    There  had  been  no  time  to 
think,  and  the  circumstances  justified  a  few  mono- 
syllabic expressions  of  feeling.     Not  until  I  had 
put  on  a  strong  sea-trout  cast,  and  endeavoured  to 
recall  that  salmon,  did  I  ruefully  remember  the 
many  recorded  instances  of  people  havmg,  by  dint 
of  strategy,  successfully  landed  monsters  on  front- 
ing tackle.    Said  salmon,  I  grieve  to  say,  held 
aloof,  and  after   a  time  I  was  fain,  for  sheer 
weariness,  to  revert  to  trouting  tackle  and  to  the 
humbler  sport  incidental  thereto.    That  is  what 
distinguishes  the  amateur  from  the  true  salmon- 
fisher,  who,  if  he  knows  that  fish  are  in  the  water, 
will  regard  nothing  else,  however  vague  the  possi- 
bility of  sport.    The  angler  of  scant  faith  prefers 
the  certainty  of  small  fry  to  staking  the  brief 
holiday  hours  snatched  from  a  busy  life  on  that 
mighty  "rug"  which  may  never  come,  and  so 
forever  leave  a  blank  in  his  memory. 

The  Ythan  is  one  of  those  rivers  where  a  man 
not  overblest  with  riches  may  reasonably  indulge 
the  hope  of  catching  a  salmon.  For  a  season's 
fishing  he  is  charged  the  modest  sum  of  ten 
shillings. 

Being  sluggish  and  the  salmon  correspondingly 
inert,  the  Ythan  is  not  on  the  whole  an  exciting 
stream  to  fish.  But  once  in  a  while,  when  the 
nver  is  big  and  clear,  when  a  good  breeze  lasbes 
the  broad  surface  of  the  pools,  the  fish  will  awaken 
to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility  and  strike  out 
manfully  at  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  fly.  In 
the  short  back-end  of  the  season,  when  the  days 
that  fish  are  in  the  water  are  few  and  the  days  on 
which  they  may  be  allured  by  fly  are  infinitely 
fewer,  the  native  who  knows  the  water  and  is  not  a 
fly-fishing  purist  adorns  his  hook  with  a  colossal 
worm,  and  endeavours  not  without  success  to 
tickle  the  palate  of  that  monster  who,  salt-water 
feeder  albeit,  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  other 
diversion,  disdain  a  noble  worm  temptingly  dis- 
played. But  it  is  in  sea-trout  that  the  Ythan 
excels.  From  where  the  Little  Water  o'  Gight 
enters  down  to  within  a  bowshot  of  Methlic  \-illage 
are  a  number  of  swift,  rattling  streams,  quite 
different  in  character  from  the  still  water  above 
and  below,  and  though  too  shallow  for  salmon, 
they,  after  an  autumn  freshet,  abound  in  sea-trout 
cheerily  disposed  to  take  a  fly  wriggled  with 
reasonable  skill  across  their  noses,  and  then  to 
give  the  liveliest  of  play  before  they  can  be  brought 
to  the  net— no  easy  task  with  strong,  fresh -run 
fish. 

There  is  the  Little  Water  o'  Gight,  fragi-ant  with 
peppermint,  cress,  and  wild  thyme,  a  sure  place 
for  sea-trout  when  the  autumn  spates  come  early 
enough  to  permit  fish  to  ascend  before  the  close 
season.  The  Little  Water  has  not  a  dull  spot  in 
it.  Unceasingly  it  ripples  down  in  a  swift,  genial 
current,  smiling  to  the  face  of  day  ;  but  not  witliout 
hazel  or  bramble-clad  braes  around  which  the 
stream  may  linger  just  for  a  second,  or  still  eddies 
behind  big  boulders  brought  by  glaciers  from  the 
mountains  of  the  west.  Sea-trout  apart,  it  is  in 
midsummer  that  the  Little  Water  is  at  its  best. 
There  is  nothing  grand  or  even  very  beautiful  about 
it,  but  it  comes  dancing  so  gaily  and  cheerily  through 
its  smiling,  shallow  valley  as  to  win  one's' heart  bv 
its  simple  good  humour.  Just  where  it  enters  the 
sober  Ythan  there  is  a  little  wood,  and  in  this 
wood  are  several  pools  which  afford  a  pleasant 
prelude  to  the  sport  higher  up.  In  those  small 
rivers  one  must  fish  up-stream,  for  that  is  the 
only  way  in  which  the  trout  may  be  approached  : 
back  as  far  as  possible— that,  with  steep  banks,  is 
sometimes  not  very  far— and  castingi  well  ahead, 


286 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  26,  1902 


raising  the  point  of  the  rod  to  keep  the  line  taut  as 
the  water  hurries  it  towards  you.  Your  right  arm 
must  be  in  good  fettle  and  your  rod  none  too 
heavy,  or  at  the  end  of  the  day  you  will  be  sore 
tired  with  an  infinity  of  casting.  But  as  you  go 
up  and  up,  here  from  the  side  of  a  bank,  there  from 
behind  a  boulder,  yonder  from  the  ripple  at  the 
top  of  a  deep  pool,  you  get  sport  which  cheers  your 
heart,  and  you  survey  benignantly  the  smiling 
farmhouses  and  the  stolid  school  children  who, 
with  amazement  and  admiration,  contemplate  your 
prodigious  activity.  Not  very  big  are  those  trout, 
but  you  will  refuse  all  under  three  ounces,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  day  you  will  have,  perhaps,  four 
dozen  in  your  basket,  including  several  of  a  half- 
pound,  and  will  have  rejected  at  least  the  same 
number. 

If  you  can  handle  with  skill  the  dry-fly  rod,  you 
will  proceed  up  the  Ythan  till  among  the  solemnities 
of  the  Braes  o'  Gight,  where  the  stream  has  graven 
for  itself  a  deep,  flat  valley,  girt  by  steep  walls, 
against  which  the  pines  and  the  larches  stifliy  and 
profusely  rear  themselves.  In  the  floor  of  the 
valley  the  Ythan  flows  peacefully  onward  through 
a  succession  of  broad  pools,  and  between  mossy 
and  reedy  brinks.  And  there  the  leviathans  do 
dwell — the  great  trout  who  condescend  to  no 
leaping  or  gambolling,  but  imbibe  their  flies  with 
the  majesty  of  kings.  That  is  the  place  to  "  throw, 
nice-judging,  the  delusive  fly,"  and,  if  well-thrown, 
it  is  rarely  without  effect ;  for  those  trout,  of 
plethoric  mien  and  fastidious  habit,  are  not  to  be 
caught  by  the  ordinary  rough-and-ready  methods 
of  country  folk,  neither  by  wet  fly  nor  in  ordinary 
circumstances  by  worm  ;  but  when  a  fly  floats  not 
too  uanaturally  on  the  surface  of  the  water  the^', 
ignorant  of  the  higher  arts,  and  knowing  for  certain 
that  it  is  thrown  by  no  guileful  rustic,  respond 
readily.  They  will  even  allow  a  reasonable  amount 
of  bungling.  In  springtime,  when  the  water  is  big 
and  these  same  pools  are  rippled  by  wind,- this  is 
t'le  place  for  salmon  ;  for  the  clean  fish,  disdaining 
the  shallower  water  below,  seek  swiftly  the  shelter 
of  theToomy  "  pots,"  whose  black  depths  give  one 
a  shiver  to  look  into,  as  from  Fyvle  down  to  the 
ruined  Castle  of  Gight  the  Ythan  creeps  sinuously 
between  its  green  and  fertile  braes. 

In  late  autumn  the  sea-trout  crowd  up  every 
ditch  and  rivulet,  and  the  boys  are  not  unskilled  in 
luring  them  with  worm  or  other  ignoble  device. 
Where  the  Ebrie  breaks  over  its  dam  is  a  famous 
place  in  a  spate,  for  there  the  fish  do  congregate, 
and  while  the  water  is  big  despise  not  any  tooth- 
some dainty  that  may  be  offered.  Once  tbey  have 
ascended  the  restless  Ebrie,  they  afford  delightful, 
and  just  a  little  tantalising,  sport  in  its  streams 
anl  infrequent  pools.  The  Ebrie  also  req  dres  to 
be  fished  up-stream.  You  must  stand  close  in  at 
the  bank — you  cannot  see  the  water  else — and, 
doing  so,  scare  all  the  fish  below  you.  But  those 
above,  with  heads  facing  up,  see  less  readily  and 
take  the  fly,  which  the  weight  of  the  line  almost 
of  itself  hooks  in  their  mouth  A  big  sea-trout 
in  the  Ebrie,  as  after  it  you  race  up  and  down  the 
t  ingled  and  uneven  banks,  affords  rare  sport.  The 
odds  are  so  distinctly  in  favour  of  the  trout  that 
when  at  last  you  have  encircled  him  in  your  net, 
and  the  silver  sides  glimmer  in  the  red  October 
sunlight,  you  feel  that  j'ou  are  fairly  entitled  to 
victory,  and  with  renewed  zest  let  your  flies  alight 
in  the  swift  eddy  behind  the  big  stone  some  ten 
yards  in  front  for  that  sea-trout's  friend  and 
colleague.  George  A.  Mackay. 


THE  COMEDY  OF  A  CAEP. 


Twice  I  have  been  a  Canterbury  Pilgrim,  though 
not,  I  fear,  actuated  by  the  splendid  motive  of  those 
earlier  ones,  my  only  aim  and  object  being  to  catch 
carp.  How  far  I  succeeded  in  so  doing  this  story 
shall  set  forth,  "  together,"  as  good  Izaak  says, 
"  with  some  account  of  the  strange  adventures  of 
my  friend  Brae." 

From  earliest  childhood  he  had  fished  the  pond  ; 
to  me  it  was  only  a  second  visit,  and  now,  after  a 
lapse  of  years,  I  was  on  my  way  to  put  his  tales  of 
sport  to  the  test. 

Arriving  overnight  at  the  hotel  our  first  thought 
was  to  arrange  for  an  early  start,  and  to  this  end 
we  obtained  a  faithful  promise  from  the  boots  tha,t 
the  side-door  into  the  garden  should  be  left 
unlocked.  All  seemed  well,  and  we  went  to  bed 
betimes,  Brae  lulling  mc  to  sleep  with  stories  or 
past  successes  and  possibilities  for  the  morrow, 


At  earliest  dawn  we  woke,  and  creeping  downstairs, 
as  I  said — little  thinking  how  soon  we  were  to  go 
from  jest  to  earnest — like  "thieves  in  the  night," 
we  tried  the  side- door.  Needless  to  say  it  failed 
us  ;  boots  had  done  his  part,  but,  we  learned  after- 
wards, a  too- zealous  manager  had  looked  it  and 
removed  the  key.  This  was  a  blow,  but  anglers 
expect  difficulties,  and  incl';°d  rather  welcome  tiiem 
than  otherwise,  so  we  proceeded  to  cast  about  for 
some  other  way  of  escape.  There  seemed  only  one, 
and  that  was  to  drop  into  the  garden  from  our  bed- 
room window  and  then  to  scale  the  wall. 

"  I'll  go  first,  you  lower  the  tackle  and  follow," 
said  Brae,  cheerily.  "  It's  no  distance  on  to  the 
roof  of  that  shed." 

Out  he  climbed,  hung  for  a  moment,  then  looking 
up  at  me  with  a  merry  smile,  let  go.  The  shed 
gave  under  him,  he  disappeared,  and  from  the 
sounds  that  floated  up  on  the  morning  air  I  gathered 
he  was  in  the  dust-bin.  Indeed,  a  moment  later 
brought  some  further  remarks  in,  shall  we  say, 
"  early  English,"  followed  by  the  head  and 
shoulders  of  my  poor  friend,  with  a  thick  coating 
of  egg-shells,  ashes,  and  tea-leaves  upon  him.  It 
was  wrong  to  laugh  I  know,  but,  seeing  that  he 
was  unhurt,  impossible  to  help  it.  The  merriment, 
however,  came  to  a  somewhat  abrupt  termination 
on  his  pointing  out  "  that  it  was  my  turn  next." 
How  the  fun  dies  out  of  things  when  other  people's 
misfortunes  become  our  own.  Life  suddenly 
becomes  a  serious  matter,  but  the  deed  had  to  be 
done,  and  so  first  lowering  the  creels  and  rods, 
and  then  trying  to  look  as  brave  as  possible,  I 
climbed  on  to  the  sill,  shut  my  eyes,  asked  Brae  to 
forgive  anything  I  might  say,  and  dropped.  Any 
dust  and  tea-leaves  that  had  not  collected  on  him 
gathered  on  me,  and  even  after  a  good  shake  and 
brush  we  were  a  sorry  looking  pair,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  our  appearance  raised  doubts  in 
the  mind  of  an  'honest  working  man  who  was 
passing  as  we  scaled  the  wall. 

"  'Ere,  Bill,"  he  shouted  excitedly  to  a  com- 
panion, "  Ere,  look  sharp,  I've  copped  a  burglar." 

Back  came  Bill,  and  with  him,  attracted  by  the 
noise,  a  policeman,  the  crowd  that  always  arrives 
from  nowhere  rapidly  gathered,  the  silent  street 
leapt  into  life,  and  our  chances  of  a  morning's 
flshing  looked  more  remote  every  minute.  Argu- 
ment proved  useless,  and  rough  justice  was  for 
marching  us  straight  to  the  lock-up,  when  by  great 
good  fortune  round  the  corner,  and  also  on  angling 
bent,  came  an  old  friend  of  Brae's,  a  local  J. P.  He 
was  "  known  to  the  police,"  though  his  notoriety 
was  not  such  as  ours  had  lately  bid  fair  to  be. 

"  Hallo  !  "  he  cried,  in  great  astonishment,  "  why, 
Jobson,  what  are  you  doing  with  my  friends  ?  " 

This  amused  Jobson,  he  scented  a  magisterial 
joke,  so  he  laughed  loud  and  long. 

"  Your  friends,  sir?  "  he  said.  "  Ha,  ha,  that's 
good,  sir,  that  is  !  "  and  be  laughed  again,  but  only 
for  a  moment.  The  J.P.'s  manner  became  severe, 
and  it  slowly  dawned  upon  Jobson  that  "  things 
are  not  always  as  they  seem." 

"  Beg  pardon,  Mr.  Hampton,  but  are  these 
gentlemen" — that's  better,  we  thought— "  really 
friends  of  yours  ?  " 

Poor  Jobson,  as  explanations  followed  he  became 
less  truculent,  but  finally  a  compliment  from  the 
J. P.  and  a  tip  from  us  set  matters  right,  and  we  all 
went  on  our  various  ways  thoroughly  pleased  with 
the  whole  adventure  ;  our  only  regret  was  the  time 
lost,  but  the  water  was  close  at  hand,  and  another 
ten  minutes  saw  us  comfortably  settled  down  for 
sport.  The  lake  we  were  to  fish  lay  in  the  hollow 
of  an  old-world  garden,  and  had  in  earlier  years 
been  the  stew-pond  of  a  monastery  near  by,  and 
doubtless  many  a  fine  carp  had  been  taken  out  to 
grace  the  Abbot's  table.  Were  they  caught  with 
net  or  rod  and  line,  I  wonder?  If  the  fish  bit  no 
better  than  they  did  oa  this  particular  morning, 
the  poor  monks  must  indeed  have  fasted  on 
Fridays.  We  started  full  of  enthusiasm,  con- 
fidently expecting  a  heavy  bag.  Very  gently  and 
silently  we  approached  the  water,  lightly  the  baits 
were  cast  out,  the  unshotted  lines  leaving  the  tiny 
floats  flat  on  the  surface  ;  everything  now  remained 
with  the  fish,  we  had  done  all  experience  had 
taught  us,  and  so  moved  back  from  the  pond  and 
watched  proceedings  from  a  safe  distance.  A  carp 
bite  is  a  slo  w  and  long-drawn  out  affair,  indeed  I 
have  found  that  more  often  than  not  they  will 
conveniently  hook  themselves.  Some  years  ago 
we  had  fished  a  whole  morning  in  this  very  pond 
and  had  struck  and  missed  several  bites ;  the 
luncheon  interval  had  arrived,  and  so  leaving  the 


four  rods  to  do  their  own  fishing,  we  had  with- 
drawn to  a  neighbouring  hostel  and  stayed  away 
for  quite  an  hour.  On  returning,  the  situation 
was  somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  adventures  of 
the  "  ten  little  nigger  boys" — "a  big  carp  swallowed 
one,  then  there  were  three  "—at  least,  one  rod  had 
totally  disappeared,  two  were  half  in  the  water, 
and  the  other  was  sliding  gently  down  the  bank. 
It  was  a  great  moment ;  we  were  both  very  busy, 
until  having  successfully  landed  the  fish,  we  insti- 
tuted a  search  for  the  missing  rod.  No  sign  of  it 
was  to  be  seen ;  we  were  gazing  about,  when 
suddenly  the  butt  bobbed  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
pond. 

"  There  it  goes,"  we  cried  together,  and  go  it 
certainly  did,  for  half-an-hour  passed  ere  it  appeared 
again,  this  time  close  to  the  bank.  By  lying  flat 
and  stretching  out,  bowsprit  fashion,  over  the  pond 
I  managed  to  grab  the  rod,  and  a  moment  later 
was  playing  a  heavy  fish  ;  it  was  full  eighty  yards 
away,  for  every  inch  of  line  was  run  off  the  reel. 
Luckily  the  pond  was  perfectly  clear  of  weed,  so 
there  was  no  danger  of  being  "  hung  up."  I  reeled 
in  gently  till  he  was  within  ten  yards,  then  came 
the  final  struggle  ;  showing  for  a  moment  on  the 
surface  he  plunged  down  and  away.  Keeping  all 
the  strain  possible  on  the  line,  I  gradually  worked 
him  round  into  a  narrow  channel  where  a  tiny 
stream  flowed  in.  The  fishing  had  been  disturbed 
too  much  already,  and  we  thought  it  wiser  to  land 
him  if  possible  well  away  from  the  swim  ;  the  water 
shallowed  to  about  a  foot  where  the  stream  bad 
formed  a  sandy  bar,  beyond  this  it  deepened,  and 
here  Brae  stood  waiting  with  the  net ;  there  was  a 
great  splash,  and  a  moment  later  the  Monastery 
Pond  had  lost  one  of  its  oldest  inhabitants — a  lovely 
carp,  deep  bronze  in  colour,  and  weighing  71b. 
"  just  and  just." 

The  fish  here,  though  well-fed  and  in  fine  con- 
dition, are  seldom  above  41b.,  and  this  was  the  best 
one  taken  out  for  many  years — so  much  then  for 
not  striking.  Now  to  resume  our  early  morning's 
fishing  ;  all  the  conditions  of  wind  and  weather 
were  favourable,  and  we  waited  on  patiently  hoping 
for  bites,  but  for  some  reason  none  c'ame,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  third  hour  a  sense  of  dis- 
appointment was  unavoidable.  For  what  followed, 
therefore,  I  do  not  consider  we  were  wholly  to 
blame — Satan,  we  know,  can  ever  employ  "  idle 
hands,"  and  so  it  was  that  we  fell  into  mischief. 
It  happened  in  this  way.  Round  the  garden 
was  aa  old,  crumbling  ivy-clad  wall  where  we 
soon  discovered  several  nests,  some  with  eggs, 
some  with  young  birds.  At  first  we  fqund 
innocent  amusement  in  feeding  the  parents  vith 
pellets  of  paste  that  would  have  been  put  to  a 
much  better  use  had  only  the  carp  been  biting ; 
it  ended  unfortunately  in  our  capturing  four  young 
thrushes — they  were  fully  fledged,  and  nnother  i&y 
would  have  seen  them  on  the  wing.  These  we  put 
safely  into  my  creel  and  hid  away  behind  some 
bus  es  meaning  to  smuggle  them  into  a  cage  latev 
in  the  day.  We  then  re-baited  the  rods  and  wen^ 
back  to  the  hotel  to  argue  matters  out  about  the 
side-door  and  to  have  breakfast.  In  lexving  the 
birds  we  made  a  fatal  mistake,  for  they  were  found 
released  by  some  one  during  our  absence.  Break- 
fast finished  we  hurried  back  to  the  pond  hoping 
to  find  at  least  one,  or  possibly  two,  good  fish  on. 
Alas  !  there  were  none  ;  the  rods  were  as  we  left 
them,  the  baits  were  untouched  ;  not  so  my  creel, 
however,  for  that  had  been  brought  out  of  the 
bushes  and  now  stood  open  and  empty  on  the 
path.  Hastily  looking  at  the  nest  we  found  all 
the  young  thrushes  comfortably  at  home  again. 
Here  was  a  plight  to  be  in  ;  we  had  not  only  out- 
raged hospitality,  but  had  been  caught  doing  so. 
Who  restored  the  birds  we  never  knew,  but  three 
long  years  went  by  before  another  invitation  to 
fish  was  given.  One  thing  we  have  always  hoped, 
and  that  is  that  the  gardener  put  them  back,  and 
that  OTir  non-invitation  was  due  to  a  lesser  siii 
committed  by  Brae  during  the  afternoon.  We 
tipped  the  gardener  handsomely  in  the  hope  that 
if  the  secret  was  his  it  would  go  no  fuither.  We 
fished  steadily  on.  and  as  the  result  of  tight  hours' 
waiting  we  finally  caught  a  carp,  but  luck  was 
against  us  that  day,  for  when  the  fish  di  1  come  it 
came  at  a  most  unlucky  moment  ;  it  was  in  the 
afternoon,  and  we  were  strolling  on  the  lawn 
chatting  to  the  people  of  the  house,  putting  on  our 
best  company  manners,  and,  while  endeavouring  to 
please,  secretly  wondering  how  much  they  knew 
about  those  young  birds.  The  Vicar,  a  portly  and 
comfortable  divine,  made  one  of  the  party  and  was 
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delivering  a  speech  on  some  topic  of  local 
interest. 

"  Yes,  my  dear  madam,"  he  was  saying,  "  we  all, 
even  those  two  young  gentlemen,  whom,  I  fear,  we 
are  keeping  from  their  sport  "—the  Vicar  had 
noticed  our  attention  wandering  to  the  distant 
rods— "must  feel  a  deep  interest  in  so  good  a 

cause,  it  is  a  " 

At  that  moment  the  "  whirr "  of  a  reel  was 
heard,  and  his  speech  was  rudely  interrupted. 
Brae  dived  through  the  party,  slightly  bumping 
the  good  Vicar  as  he  went,  and  then,  dashmg 
through  a  wide  flower-bed,  heedless  of  its  fuchsias 
and  geraniums,  tore  across  the  lawn,  jumped  the 
stream,  and  before  the  astonished  group  had 
grasped  what  was  happening,  had  seized  his  rod, 
was  playing  a  good  carp,  and  shouting  to  me  to 
"  bring  the  net."  Hastily  excusing  myself  to  the 
startled  Vicar  and  his  audience,  I  followed,  and  a 
few  minutes  later  we  returned  with  profuse  apologies 
and  a  41b.  fish.  Shamefacedly  we  re-arranged  the 
flower-beds,  trjdng  to  look  properly  sorry  for  the 
damage  done. 

"  Please  do  not  trouble  to  do  that,"  said  the  lady 
of  the  house  coldly,  "  William  will  put  fresh  plants 
in  to-morrow." 

"  It  is  the  first  bite  we've  had  to-day,"  began 

Brae,  "  I  do  hope  you  will  " 

"  It  is  of  no  consequence,"  said  our  hostess,  in  a 
tone  that  denoted  annoyance  struggling  with  polite- 
ness, "  and  if  the  Vicar  is  not  hurt  " 

"  More  frightened  than  hurt,  I  assure  you,"  said 
the  good-natured  cleric,  srmliag. 

Matters  were  mending,  and  I  believe  all  would 
have  been  forgiven  had  not  the  party  at  this  moment 
become  conscious  of  Brae's  flask  lying  on  the  grass, 
where  it  had  fallen  in  his  wild  rush  across  the  lawn. 
Our  hostess  being  the  secretary  of  some  local  tem- 
perance society,  this  misdemeanour  could  not  be 
overlooked. 

"I  think  this  must  be  yours,"  she  said  severely 
to  poor  Brae,  and  pointed  to  the  offending  object. 

I  silently  handed  it  Jo  him.  We  had  reached 
the  climax,  and  beyond  "  Good-bye  "  there  was  no 
more  to  be  said.  So  theij  went  and  lue  went.  Very 
quietly  we  packed  up  the  rods  and  stole  out  of  the 
garden,  out  into  the  busy  high-road,  and  somehow 
for  once  we  were  glad  to  mingle  with  the  busy 
throng  and  to  lose  ourselves  in  the  madding  crowd  ; 
anything,  in  fact,  was  welcome  that  would  take 
our  thoughts  off  the  painful  episodes  of  that  most 
unfortunate  day. 

It  is  now  some  years  since ;  all  is  forgotten  and 
forgiven,  and  we,  having  I  hope  grown  at  least 
wiser  if  not  better  men,  are  once  more  allowed  to 
roam  at  will  in  the  quaint  old-world  garden  and 
to  fish  "when  so  dispoged"  for  the  carp  in  the 
Monastery  Pond.  Egbert  Stanley. 


REPORTS  FROM  RITERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  momvng, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.- General  Remarks.— The  Thames  is  in 
grand  order  for  trouting,  but  few  fish  have  been  had 
Heavy  showers  have  sharpened  the  stream,  but  few 
mb  have  as  yet  shown  up  in  the  open  reaches.  Since 
my  last  report  Mr.  H.  E.  Lukyn  has  caught  a  51b 
trout  at  Sunbury.  The  woir  has  been  well  fished  bv 
several  anglers,  including  Mr.  Gunn,  Mr.  Kipping 
and  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  but  without  result.  On  Wednesday 
Mr.,  Kipping  hooked  a  heavy  fish  which  he  played  for 
half  an  hour.  Mr.  Lukyn,  who  assisted  with  the 
landing  net  and  Mr.  Kipping  both  had  to  wade  knee 
deep  into  the  water  to  secure  the  fish,  which  turned 
out  to  be  a  fine  chub  of  about  6Ib.  The  fish  was  care- 
fully returned  to  the  water.  At  Molesey  weir,  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  F.  Sands  hooked  a  trout  of  about  31b 
but  lost  the  fish.  The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorials  on  Wednesday  night  was  well 
attended  and  a  great  success.— P.  H.  Amphlett 

Ancholme  District.— I  am  often  asked  as  to 
trout  fishing  in  this  district  to  be  obtained  on  pay- 
ment. Most  of  the  waters  are  in  private  hands  but 
day  or  weekly  tickets  can  be  had  for  the  Rase  of'  Mr 
TiUett,  the  Chestnuts,  Market  Rason,  and  of  Mr 
Bryant,  High-street,  Homcastle,  for  the  Bain  The 
Rase  IS  now,  thanks  to  the  Market  Rason  Club,  fairly 
stocked,  and  the  Bain  is  the  premier  trout  stream  of 
the  county.  Conditions  are  now  most  favourable  for 
fly  fishing  ;  the  Cowdung,  March  Brown,  Blackwing, 
Mid  Woodcock  and  Orange  are  the  best  flies.— Thomas 
FoBD,  Caistor. 


Barle  (Simonsbath).— The  past  week's  rain  has 
greatly  improved  the  water,  since  which  some  good 
creels  have  been  taken,  chiefly  with  the  Blue  Upright 
and  Hare's  Flex.  With  rain  still  falling,  prospects 
for  next  week  are  very  good.— March  Brown. 

Bnilth  Wells. — No  salmon  taken  here,  river  being 
too  low.  Trouting  has  been  good  the  past  week.  The 
heavy  rams  have  risen  river  Hit.  to-day  (Tuesday, 
April  22).  Salmon  anglers  wiirrejoice,  as  the  flush 
will  move  clean  fish,  and  the  kelts  yet  in  the  river 
will  be  able  to  go  down.  Angling  will  be  good  for 
veaks.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).— Heavy  rains  have 
greatly  improved  this  stream,  and  at  Pairford  the 
hotel  waters  are  nearly  bank  high  and  are  of  a  nice 
tinge.  Trout  are  getting  into  good  condition,  and  by 
Whitsuntide  the  big  ones  should  be  all  right ;  some  of 
them  now  are  very  dark  coloured  and  parasitical 
Weather  unsettled  and  rough.  Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  whole  of  April  so  far  has 
not,  in  the  Camel,  been  a  favourable  time.  There 
have  been  several  takes  of  trout,  but  none  of  any  size. 
The  Cornish  rivers  run  fine  so  quickly  after  heavy  rain 
that^only  occasionally  is  the  water  in  good  condition 
for  fly  The  water  bailifi  of  the  Camel— Nepean  a 
very  observant  man-tells  me  he  never  knew  so  many 
salmon  and  peal,  parr  and  smolt  in  the  river  This  is 
not  altogether  an  unmixed  blessing,  as  these  youngsters 
are  most  voracious  feeders,  and  the  trout's  food  is 
diminished  proportionately.  As  trout  streams,  neither 
the  Camel  nor  the  Fowey  are  in  the  first  rank,  and 
the  introduction  of  new  blood  is  most  necessary 
Messrs.  Buscombe,  at  Dunweer,  and  Robins  hi^rher 
up,  have  had  moderate  baskets  of  trout,  and  in°the 
moorland  tributaries  takes  of  twenty  and  thirty  fish 

'rMa"^B~-  "^"'"^  ^^g- 

Darenth.— I  was  on  the  river  on  April  19  and 
found  fish  rising  occasionally,  but  seeming  much 
scared  by  the  great  lowness  of  water,  and  sport  was 
consequently  very  poor. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- Quite  two  feet  of 
water  has  come  down  the  river,  there  being  a  flood  of 
a  dark  yellow  colour.  There  has  been  Httle  trout 
fishing  for  three  weeks,  but  matters  have  now 
rather  improved.  The  Rev.  Chas.  Poster  of 
Holne,  has  captured  another  salmon,  makino'  his 
sixth  this  season  with  rod  and  line  Mr  Walters 
who  is  staying  at  Northwood,  also  landed  his  fourth 
this  season,  the  best  fish  weighing  201b.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  this  gentle- 
man has  been  on  the  water.  Pishing  with  theniinnow 
for  trout  has  been  fairly  good,  and  several  fishermen 
have  had  fair  catches  After  the  flood  on  Tuesday 
^r-  E.  Ackrell  creeled  fifteen,  Mr.  H.  Full  twelve. 
Mr.  H.  Distm  eleven,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  nine,  quite 
an  improvement  to  what  has  been  done  of  late  — 
Devgnhan. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).-The  river  has  been 
very  low  and  bright  for  several  weeks  past,  but  we 

,  A^^'^-f  o,  w^'^  ^  "^'"^  '^^i^'  and  at  time  of  writing 
(April  21)  the  water  is  in  good  order  for  grayling  fish 
ing,  and  for  trout  in  the  tributaries.— H  °    ■'  ^ 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— We  have  had  some 
acceptable  ram  with  milder  weather,  and  although 
the  number  of  trout  have  not  been  numerous  the  lack 
of  quantity  has  been  repaid  by  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  fish  caught,  several  pounders  having  been  secured 
by  the  rodsters  between  the  Ever  Faithful  and  the 
Dulverton  sections  of  the  Exe.  Blue  Upright,  March 
Brown,  and  Palmers  have  been  successful  flies,  In  the 
Oreedy  also  some  nice  catches  have  been  made  but 
more  rain  would  be  welcome  both  to  the  salmon'  and 
trout  fishermen  generally.  The  Half-Stone  has  also 
done  well  in  the  district,  but  fine  and  far-off  fishing  is 
necessary  to  ensure  good  creels,  as  the  water  is  very 
clear.  Weather  windy  but  warmer,  and  prospects  are 
favourable  for  the  next  few  days.  Two  trout  of  2ilb 
and  21b  ,  and  one  of  Iflb.,  have  been  captured  within 
the  last  week.  In  private  water  two  perch  in  condition 
were  taken  when  piking,  2Jlb.  and  21b.  respectivelv.- 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs  )— 
A  welcome  change  has  come  about  during  the  past 
week  from  a  trout  fisher's  point  of  view  The  cold 
searching  easterly  winds  have  passed  awav,  and  aquatic 
flies  are  making  their  appearance,  and  in'  the  sunshine 
oflermg  a  tempting  morsel  for  the  fish  lying  in  wait 
for  them.  Among  the  naturals  noticed  were  the  Cock- 
wing  Duns,  Flatwing  Browns,  and  Cowdung  Flies 
When  flies  are  no  good,  it  is  well  to  try  maggots  or 
the  small  red  worni.  A  few  anglers  were  patronising 
the  (jrwash  last  week. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).- Very  few  are 
fishing  on  the  Idle  as  yet.  It  is  said  a  few  brace  of 
trout  were  got  from  above  Eaton  Hardmoor  the  other 
day,  but  the  fish  were  in  nothing  like  a  tempting  con- 
dition. More  natural  flies  are  noticed  than  formerlv 
and  among  these  are  the  Cowdung  fly  and  the  March 
Browns  Several  visitors  put  in  an  appearance  on  the 
Ryton  about  Blythe,  and  sport  has  been  had  on  one  or 
two  of  the  private  waters  joining  this  stream.  One 
gentleman  had  a  nice  little  dish,  picked  up  somewhere 
near  Lmdrick  Common.    In  the  dusk  hours  of  fine 


days  fish  appear  to  be  rather  lively.  I  do  not  hear 
of  much  progress  being  made  with  the  new  angliuK 
club. — L. 

iake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— The  good  fishing 
reported  last  week  has  still  held  good,  and  some  very 
fine  baskets  have  been  made  during  the  week.  The 
weather  has  been  shifty,  and  at  times  impossible 
for  fly  fishing,  but  the  anglers  who  did  not  object 
to  get  wet  and  stuck  it  out  were  generally  repaid 
well  for  their  perseverance.  On  April  IG  Dr. 
Herbert  and  his  brother  killed  twenty-nine  fish, 
IClb.  2oz.  ;  Rev.  Chesshire  and  Mr.  Le'tster  seven 
each.  Captain  Tancred  six,  and  Rev.  Tower  five.  On 
April  17  Dr.  Herbert  and  his  brother  killed  thirty 
fish,  181b.  4oz. ;  Rev.  Chesshire  thirteen,  71b.  14oz. ; 
Rev.  Tower  twelve,  71b.  loz. ;  Messrs.  Wilson  and 
Bourke  seven,  41b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Cox  four,  21b.  14oz. ; 
Captain  Tancred  six,  31b.  lloz. ;  and  Mr.  Roberts  two, 
lib.  6oz.  On  April  18  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Bourke 
creeled  fifteen  fish,  91b.  8oz.  ;  Rev.  H.  Tower 
and  Mr.  Gedge  fourteen,  71b.  12oz.  ;  Captain  Tancred 
ten,  Clb.  3oz.  :  Rev.  Chesshire,  six,  .31b.  9oz.  ; 
Mr.  Cox,  three,  21b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Kinder,  five,  31b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  Cawley,  four,  21b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Edmundson,  31b.  2oz. ; 
Rev.  Roberts,  five,  31b.  loz.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Roberts  had  fourteen,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Bourke,  nine, 
51b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Cawley,  six,  31b.  3oz. ;  Rev.  Tower, 
seven,  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Mackay,  three,  21b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Lyle,  two,  lib.  4oz. ;  and  Mr.  Landon  the 
same.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Cawley  Roberts  killed 
fourteen,  71b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Kennedy  and  friend  ten, 
61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Cawley  six,  31b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gedge  four, 
31b.  loz.  The  killing  flies  are  Butcher,  Teal  and  Red, 
Teal  and  Black,  and  the  Jubilee.  The  rise  of  the 
natural  black  gnat  is  almost  over. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  weather  has  shown  an  improvement 
lately,  and  there  have  been  some  refreshing  rains,  but 
generally  speaking  the  high  and  rather  cold  winds 
have  not  been  conducive  to  trout  coming  to  the 
surface.  The  opening  day.  May  1,  will  soon  be  here 
now,  and  should  witness  the  capture  'of  a  number  of 
fish,  providing  weather  and  water  favour.  At  the 
present  time  the  river  is  in  good  condition.  Some 
fine  trout  have  been  seen  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
New  River.  In  the  Lea  the  sun  is  causing  the  dace 
to  show  themselves  more.  Roach  have  not  begun 
spawning,  and  they  promise  to  be  unusually  late  this 
year.  In  some  parts  they  spawn  about  the  middle  of 
May,  but  in  consequence  of  the  cold  spring  I  anti- 
cipate the  fish  wUl  not  be  in  the  weeds  for  some  time 
after  then. — Izaak  Walton. 

Leach  (East  Gloucestershire). — All  in  private 
hands.  River  in  good  order,  trout  rise  well  and  are  in 
very  fair  condition  for  time  of  year.  Some  rainbows 
have  been  caught  which  were  introduced  some  twelve 
months  ago ;  they  have  grown  to  half  pounders. — L. 

Itngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  nice  order  for  angling,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  height.  An  occasional  storm  of  rain 
has  done  much  to  improve  the  state  of  the  river,  and 
the  fish  have  been  rising  well  on  both  streams  at  the 
fly.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed  this 
week.  The  fish  are  now  improved  in  condition,  and 
prospects  are  good. — Gwtnne. 

Lnggr,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingslaad).-- 
Heavy  showers  during  the  early  days  of  present  week 
caused  a  rise  of  a  few  inches  of  slightly  stained  water, 
which  had  practically  run  oii  by  to-day  (Wednesday), 
but  during  the  afternoon  we  have  had  some  sharp 
showers  of  rain,  also  thunder  and  lightning ;  possibly 
the  rivers  may  be  affected  a  little  by  it.  The  broken 
weather  has  rather  interfered  with  sport,  still  the  pro- 
spects for  the  near  future  are  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  long  spell  of 
cold  weather  and  east  wind  has  come  to  an  end,  and 
we  may  hope  that  the  fishing  season  will  now  begin 
in  earnest.  On  Saturday,  April  19— a  wet  and  wild 
day — the  trout  rose  well  in  the  afternoon  and  some 
good  fish  were  taken,  but  owing  to  the  roughness  of 
the  weather  few  rods  were  out.  For  the  last  two  days 
heavy  rains  have  fallen,  and  to-day  (April  23)  the 
Otter  is  in  flood.  It  runs  clear  quickly  however,  so 
good  sport  may  be  looked  for  shortly. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  welcome  showers  we  have  been 
having  will  just  do  the  good  that  is  required  to  be 
done  to  rivers.  It  will  also  enable  the  peal  to  run 
up  in  greater  numbers.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  peal 
being  taken  yet,  but  several  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  reported  to  me.  One  gentleman  had  over  four 
dozen  on  the  Lyd.  The  best  flies  are  the  Infallible, 
March  Brown,  Wickham  Fancy,  and  Red  Palmer. — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been 
stormy  and  very  unsettled,  and  the  frequent  showers 
of  heavy  rain  have  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  water 
in  all  these  rivers  much  above  ,  their  average  level, 
and  at  present  they  are  not  in  anything  like 
proper  condition  for  the  fly,  and,  as  far  as 
appearance  goes,  there  seems  little  likelihood  of  a 
change  for  the  better  for  some  time  yet.  The  wind, 
too,  is  very  keen,  and  the  nights  very  much  colder 
than  could  be  wished  for,  so  that,  taking  everything 
nto  consideration,  it  is  a  small  matter  for  wonder 
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that  anglers  continue  to  complain  of  poor  sport. — 
Vybnwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — The 

weather  has  been  mild  and  a  fair  share  of  rain  has 
fallen.  Vegetation  has  felt  the  influence,  but  the 
water  is  much  clouded.  A  few  small  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  Ouse  and  Adur  tributaries,  but  there  is 
nothing  worth  recording  from  the  rivers.  Harbour 
fishing  for  smelt  is  in  full  swing ;  from  six  to  eight 
dozen  per  rod  have  been  taken  at  the  Mill  Pond, 
Chichester  Harbour,  with  rag-worm  as  bait.  Some 
few  fish  measured  GJin. —  George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  recent  rains  will  make  the 
rivers  better  than  for  years  past,  and  trout  should  be 
taken  in  good  numbers.  Salmon  should  also  be  on 
the  move  with  the  high  tides.  Fish  have  been  taking 
the  Soldier  Palmer  and  Pheasant  Tail.  Minnow  fishing 
is  on  the  decline,  landowners  forbidding  its  use. — 
RcsTY  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — A  week  of  rather 
low  water  has  been  succeeded  by  a  welcome  rainfall, 
and  at  time  of  writing  (April  21)  the  river  is  in  good 
order  again,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  are  being 
taken,  and  prospects  good  for  a  week  or  so. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  again  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital 
order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  fine,  with  occasional  storms  of  rain,  which 
have  not  altered  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  have 
improved  the  water  and  the  prospects  of  sport. 
The  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move,  and 
have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  On  Satur- 
day an  angler  was  out  on  the  Ludford  water, 
and  with  the  worm  landed  five  trout,  one  of  them 
scaling  IJlb.  Fishing  on  Monday  with  the  fly  a  dish 
of  nine  trout  were  landed.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day some  very  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly  and 
worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  rather  un- 
settled, with  some  storms  of  rain  followed  by  bright 
sunshine,  which  has  greatly  improved  the  river  and 
has  caused  the  fish  to  begin  to  rise  well  at  the  fly.  A 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  taken  some  nice 
lots  of  trout.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  excellent 
in  this  part.— Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  nion.)  —  Owing  to  recent 
heavy  rains  the  river  is  now  (Tuesday)  bank  high.  I 
should  think  there  ought  to  be  some  sport  now  after 
this  fresh.  The  salmon  should  move  up,  and  I  hope 
to  hear  of  some  good  sport.  The  Iron  Blue,  the 
Purple,  and  the  Apple  Green  are  the  taking  trout  flies. 
I  saw  the  Red  Spinner  out  on  Saturday  last  in  large 
numbers. — E.  Delafield. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — The  weather  is  in  fit  state 
now  to  try  for  the  carp.  These  and  eels  can  be  fished 
for  during  the  close  time  as  of  other  years.  The 
yearly  tickets  are  one  guinea,  and  inclusive  of  jacking 
30s.    Apply  to  A.  Newham  (see  advt.). 

Windrusb  (Gloucestersbire). — Rains  have  im- 
proved the  upper  stretches.  Trout  have  got  into  very 
fair  condition,  and  rise  well  on  warm  days  about  noon. 
— F.  R. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Prospects  of  trout  fishing  are  reported  quite  lively  on 
the  Becks  of  North  Lincolnshire.  Flies  are  said  to  be 
hatching  out.  The  same  thing  may  be  stated  in 
reference  to  the  waters  on  the  Grantham  side.  Sand 
flies  are  said  to  be  useful  in  the  evening.  A  rather 
interesting  case  was  before  the  Lincoln  magistrates 
the  other  day.  It  was  attempted  to  be  set  up  that 
riparian  owners  had  the  right  to  a  separate  fishery  in 
spite  of  the  owners,  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany. Two  men  had  been  fishing  for  pike  and  it  was 
pleaded  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  so  from  a  permit 
granted  by  an  owner.  The  magistrates  decided  that 
these  permits  did  not  confer  the  right  of  fishing  for 
pike  during  the  close  season. — Luci. 


Wye  and  Berweut  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom 
fishing,  and  some  very  good  trout  have  been  obtained, 
especially  by  the  latter  mode  of  fishing,  the  Wye 
yielding  a  few  nice  trout  to  the  fly,  as  also  the  Darley- 
dale  Club's  water  having  afforded  several  of  its 
members  two  or  three  fish  each.  On  Saturday  a 
gentleman  from  Nottingham,  fishing  from  the  end  of 
the  Rutland  Arms  garden,  Matlock  Bath  (private 
water),  landed  a  very  good  trout,  its  weight  being 
31b.  4oz.,  with  worm  for  bait.  The  Matlook  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  also  yielded 
very  good  sport.  Mr.  Hodson,  on  Saturday  (April  19), 
one  brace  with  the  fly;  Mr.  Wyman,  a  brace  and  a 
half  with  the  minnow ;  Mr.  C.  Buxton,  two  brace 
with  worm ;  also  Mr.  G.  W.  Briddon,  one  brace,  one 
of  these  weighed  21b.  14oz.,  the  other  lib.  The  trout 
appear  to  be  feeding  well  now,  therefore  the  prospect 
promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  water  is  a  nice 
colour. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Torks). — As  I  anticipated  sport  improved  greatly 
last  week  end,  but  owing  to  the  backward  season, 
particularly  on  the  upper  reaches,  the  fish  in  the  Yore 
still  rise  best  to  the  earliest  flies,  and  nothing  has 
killed  better  with  me  than  the  Early  Brown,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple,  WaterhenBloa,  Spanish  Needle  and 
March  Brown.  Rain  fell  heavily  for  hours  on  Tuesday, 
and  the  river  was  running  bank  full  on  Wednesday. 
Spring  trouting  should  now  be  at  its  best.  The  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon  accounted  for  some  heavy  fish  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  and  the  river  will  be  in  fine  trim 
for  fly  fishing  for  the  week  end,  so  will  all  the  tribu- 
taries. Up  to  Tuesday,  April  22,  some  good  baskets  of 
fish  were  caught  with  the  fly  in  the  Wharfe ;  one 
angler  in  the  Burnsall  district  getting  forty  trout  in 
three  dajs'  angling,  and  at  Bolton  Woods  another  pis- 
cator  had  similar  sport.  The  best  flies  on  this  river  have 
been  the  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Olive  Bloa 
(hackled),  March  Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Orange 
Partridge.  Sport  at  Otley  has  not  been  at  its  best ;  on 
Saturday  1000  yearlings  were  put  into  the  Farnley 
(late  Otley  Club  length),  and  a  water  bailifi  has  been 
engaged.  There  is  also  some  talk  of  starting  a 
hatchery.  There  are  vacancies  for  rods,  concerning 
which  applicatian  should  be  made  to  Mr.  Weatherill, 
Estate  Ofiioes,  Farnley,  Otley.  A  few  fine  samples  of 
trout  have  been  got  at  Pool,  by  swimming  the  worm. 
There  has  been  quite  a  scare  amongst  the  bottom 
fishermen,  who  fish  the  lower  waters  without  the 
trouble  of  taking  out  a  trout  licence,  with  the  result 
that  twenty-two  are  to  appear  before  the  Tadcaster 
bench  of  magistrates  on  Monday.  Sport  has  improved 
up  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Nidd,  where  the  natural 
minnow  and  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  has  killed 
well.  The  best  files  have  been  the  Waterhen  Bloa, 
March  and  Winter  Browns.  I  have  often  caught 
grayling  and  chub  with  the  minnow  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  once  a  couple  of  large  dace  and  a  roach,  but 
never  a  barbel ;  but  an  angler  fishing  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  last-named  river  reports  the  capture  of 
half  a  dozen  barbel  while  spinning  the  minnow  for 
trout.  There  will  be  a  good  volume  of  water  running 
through  all  our  streams  now,  and  prospects  for  sport 
continue  A  1.  In  the  way  of  flies  I  can  confidently 
recommend  the  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Early 
and  March  Browns,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  my  pattern 
of  the  hackled  Olive  Bloa  to  kill  on  any  river. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  ISsk  and  Liddle. — Sea  trout  are  now 
putting  in  an  appearance,  but  it  will  be  quite  a  fort- 
night before  there  can  be  a  good  run.  Yellow  trout 
are  being  taken  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  also 
in  the  tributaries,  and  some  fairly  good  baskets  have 
been  had  in  the  Liddle.  The  weather  is  too  fine  for 
salmon  fishing,  in  fact  the  only  fishing  during  the  last 
week  has  been  done  in  the  evening,  but  nothing  worth 
recording  has  been  taken.  Both  rivers  are  running 
low  and  clear.  There  was  a  better  show  of  salmon 
and  sea  trout  in  the  Solway  during  the  last  week,  and 
the  Firth  nets  did  fairly  well.  The  stake  nets  had 
some  fine  salmon  and  sea  trout,  while  the  poke  nets 
and  haaf  fishermen  have  had  some  good  takes. 
Weather  fine  at  time  of  writing. — Gilnockib. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  The  advent  of  more 
seasonable  weather  has  greatly  improved  the  rod  and 
net  fishing  on  the  Deveron  and  adjacent  coast. 
Excellent  sport  is  being  obtained  at  trout  fishing, 
and  some  fine  baskets   of  late  have  been  got  on 


Angling  books.  .Jackson's  "  Practical  Fly-Fisher."  Latest 
edition,  givinj;-  coloured  plates  of  natural  and  aitillcial  Hies, 
dressings,  seasons  for  use,  etc.  7s.  6d  ,  post  free.  "  Lochs  and 
Loch  Fisliing,"  by  Hamish  Stuart  (published  at  10s.  6d.) ;  a  few 
shop-soiled  copies  7s.,  post  free.  Samples  of  Mr.  Stuart's  Loch 
Flies,  12  patteru.s  for  -Is.  6d.,  post  free.  The  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon  kills  trout  on  any  water;  sample  Is.  Gd.,  post  free. 
Special  pickeil  undrawn  gut  for  fly  points,  long  and  fine.  Is.  per 
dozen.  Yorkshire  trout  flies,  sample  dozen  assorted,  splendid 
killers,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Ariel  tackle,  complete  with  trace. 
Is.  2d.,  the  best  tackle  for  spinning  natural  minnow.— .T,  E. 
MIIJ.F.R  (Telephone  2G01),  Northern  Anglers'  Bepftt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds," 


various  reaches.  On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water 
at  Banff,  Mr.  Keith  Maitland,  from  Edinburgh,  and 
Mr.  Steel  Maitland,  Sauchie,  had  on  Wednesday 
(April  IG),  111b.  of  fine  trout ;  on  Thursday,  421b. ;  and 
on  Friday,  461b. ;  Mr.  Chieholm,  fishing  on  Thursday, 
had  141b. ;  Mr.  Watt,  K  C,  who  was  for  a  short  time 
lately  fishing  on  the  Duff  House  water,  is  now  staying 
at  Cross  Roads,  Rothiemay,  for  , the  fishing.  The 
river  has  been  in  favourable  condition  for  fish 
running,  and  the  net  fishermen  had,  for  the 
past  week,  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
fish  killed.  On  the  coast,  at  some  of  the  stations  the 
results  were  also  better.  Grilse  have  not  as  yet  made 
their  appearance.  Last  year  the  first  grilse  was 
caught  on  the  coast  on  April  19,  and  by  the  rod  at 
Huntly  on  May  7.  On  Tuesday  rain  fell  heavily 
during  most  of  the  dhy,  and  the  river  somewhat 
rose. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Huntly),— Last  week  induced  a  few 
anglers  out.  The  Isla  being  considered  rather  earlier 
than  the  Deveron  got  the  lion's  share  of  patronage. 
The  following  are  the  best  baskets  I  have  heard  of  :  — 
Rev.  A.  Keogh,  thirty-eight  trout,  1161b.,  and  sixty- 
eight  trout,  23|lb.  ;  Mr.  Jos.  Bain,  171b.  trout ;  Mr. 
Wm.  Wilson,  thirty-six  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  E. 
Baxter,  twenty-four  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Payne, 
twenty-nine  trout,  111b.  Salmon  anglers  have  not  at 
all  been  successful,  only  kelts  apparently  being  got. 
On  Tuesday  we  had  a  regular  downpour,  which  may 
improve  matters. — Drake  Wing. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
showery  during  the  past  week,  with  unsteady  winds, 
and  fish  have  not  been  rising  well  except  for  occasional 
short  intervals.  There  has,  however,  been  on  the 
whole  an  improvement  in  sport,  which  is  almost 
entirely  being  got  with  the  fly,  while  fish  are 
in  particularly  good  condition  and  of  large  size, 
averaging  quite  lib.  The  club  competition  season 
is  now  on.  The  opening  contest  was  held 
by  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Fly  Fishing  Club  on 
Friday  (April  19).  Eight  members  took  part  and 
captured  seventeen  trout,  171b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  F. 
Graham,  five  trout  61b.  8oz  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Stevenson  six  trout,  61b  loz. ;  third,  Mr.  W.  S.  Vaughan, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  five  trout,  31b.  lloz.  Seventeen 
members  of  Kelty  and  Blairad,am  Club  cseeled  thirty- 
eight  trout,  361b.  12oz.  First,  Mr.  D.  Martin,  seven 
trout  71b.  8oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Buchan,  eight  trout, 
61b.  12oz. ;  third,  Mr.  R.  Stenhouse,  three  trout, 
41b.  lOoz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  R.  Stenhouse,  21b.  4oz. 
Ten  rods  in  the  Pollokshields  Club  had  fifteen  trout, 
161b.  5oz.  First,  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  four  trout,  51b.  lOoz. 
The  Stirling  Club  was  represented  by  eight  members 
who  secured,  with  fly,  twenty-two  trout,  181b.  First, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Miller,  five  trout,  41b.  2oz. ;  second,  Mr.  R. 
T.  Annan,  five  trout,  31b.  ISoz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Mackie,  five  trout,  21b.  15oz.  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 
Club  had  a  muster  of  twenty  rods  who  killed  fifty- 
seven  trout,  551b.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  Mr.  G.  J. 
Cargey  with  fifteen  trout,  151b.  12oz.,  all  captured 
with  fly  ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  seven  trout,  61b.  3oz. ; 
third,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bennet,  five  trout,  41b.  12oz.  ;  heaviest 
trout,  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  21b.  2oz.  Private  parties  :  Mr. 
Whittaker  and  Mr.  Smith,  Dundee,  fourteen  trout, 
161b. ;  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  Glasgow,  eight  trout,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Annan,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  81b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Hunter  and  Mr.  ]3owman,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout, 
81b.  Boz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Barclay  Calder,  London,  eleven 
trout,  131b.;  Mr.  G.  Howie  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Ednie, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  John  Kennedy,  Edin- 
burgh, twelve  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Laurie  and  Mr.  Rox- 
burgh, Edinburgh,  five  trout,  61b.  4oz.  Other  anglers 
out  had  smaller  catches. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B  )-0n  April  14,  Mr.  R.  C. 
Clephan,  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  on  the  19th,  three 
salmon,  221b.,  161b.,  101b.  On  21st,  Mr.  Hy.  Haynes, 
one  salmon  of  231b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  same  tale  from  week 
to  week,  nothing  of  any  importance  to  record.  From 
the  Knookando  water,  on  Thursday  (April  17),  Mr. 
John  Shand,  keeper,  grassed  two  salmon  of  71b.  each  ; 
and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Friday 
(April  18),  Mr.  Willets  took  one  of  lOJlb. ;  while  on 
the  Aberlour  water,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Bannerman 
killed  one  of  61b.  On  the  Aikemray  water,  Lord 
Garrioch  killed  three,  scaling  71b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  ;  and 
on  the  Glengrant  water  one  of  51b.  was  killed  by  Mr. 
John  Dallas.— J.  M. 

Tay.— The  river  has  been  in  fairly  good  ply  during 
the  past  week.  There  has  been  a  considerable  fall  of 
rain  in  the  district  throughout  this  week,  and  on 
Tuesday  (April  22)  the  river  came  out  about  four  feet. 
Better  sport  is  anticipated  for  next  week.  The  prin- 
cipal beats  have  not  been  fished  for  several  days,  and 
there  are  few  takes  to  report.  Fishing  on  Lower 
Stanley  water  on  April  18,  Mr.  R.  H.  Muckworth  Praed 
landed  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  April  22  another 
salmon  of  171b.  Messrs.  Frank  Johnson  and  George 
Douglas,  fishing  Murthly  water  on  Monday  (April  21), 
landed  two  salmon.  Fishing  on  Fisher's  Hotel  water, 
at  Dunkeld,  on  19th  inst.,  Mr.  Little  landed  a  nice 
fish  of  151b.  Mr.  Beattie,  Pitlochry,  fishing  on  the 
Garry,  on  18th  inst.,  killed  a  salmon  of  161b. — A,  A. 
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TORTOISE  SHELL  MIXTURE 

i  lb.  Tins,  1/8. 

Of  many  mixtures  the  Best  and  Purest, 

NO    FOREIGN    CAlPITAILi  ! 

W,  A,  &  A.  C.  CHUBCH3IAN,  Ipsivich,  London,  and  Norivich. 


READ  THIS 

Ou  receipt  of  au  addi-essed  envelope  and  stamp 
I  will  forward  to  auy  address  iu  tlie  world, 
l)0st  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d.. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  8s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  maguiflcence,  cheap 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh, Ireland, 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

is  uneiiualled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  l/lj. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.G. 

Once  used  Always  used. 
Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  tlie 

LINOUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      Is.  6d.  I     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  Od.  I  Green 
Salmon    ...      4s.  8d.  '       on  Boards. 
The  New   "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

WHOLESALE    AND  RETAIL 

FISHING  TACKI.E  MAKER, 

I.  St.  Swithln'a  Square,  LINCOLN 


M  BARNES, 


IVEBSTEKS 
,  INTERNATIONAL, 
DICTIOI-IARy. 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY  EDITION  OF 

Webster's  ^ 
hiternatjoji^ 

Revised  Throughout 
With  25,000  Additional  Words 
and  Phrases 

THE  BEST  PRACTICAL  WORKING  DICTIONARY 
OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE 
2348  Pages.     5000  Illustrations 
PRICE,  IN  SHEEPSKIN,  £2  net 


Full  Prospectus,  with  Specimen  Pages 
&c.,  sent  on  application  to 

GEORGE  BELL  &  50NS 

York  Street,  Covent  Garden,  London 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOE  THK 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HA.D  AT  THE) 

Publishing-  Office, 
St.  Ounstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 
Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 
Price  8s.  6d. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City|Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  JPriees. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIE5  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


TiNS  3d  6d.  Is- Bellows  9d. 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .  11/6 

BENETFiNK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART    FLY   ROD,   2   tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,   Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 
II  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 
BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 
Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft.        ..         . .  ' 
If  with  Steel  Centre     . .         . .         . .         . .  extra 


21/- 


^^■li- — ill  Rods  are  priced  complete  wilh  Buys. 


20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,    MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6(1.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"  HERCULES  "  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


Mention  "Fishing:  Gazette. 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  High-class  Fishing  TacHe. 

Thousands  of  Testimonials  from  all  parts.  >S'ee  Field,  June  15,  1901,  and  Blotuhig  Post, 
April  8,  1902,  and  other  leading  Journals  speaking  in  high  praise  of  the  superior  quality 
of  our  goods. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (co.  Mayo). — The  Moy  river  is  in  good 
order  now,  with  a  fair  run  of  spring  fish  on  the  upper 
reaches,  and  on  the  lower  runs  the  lake  is  fishing 
fairly  well,  some  large  fish  being  taken  during  the 
•week.  On  April  20  Mr.  Soroop  lost  a  large  fish  after 
some  good  play.  Mr.  Wilson  hooked  some  fish  during 
the  week,  and  Mr.  George  Glynn  killed  four  large  fish, 
weighing  151b.,  l-llb.,  111b.,  and  101b.,  on  the  lake  last 
week,  and  lost  some  larger  ones.  On  the  whole  the 
spring  fishing  is  very  good. — John  Devers. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — One  of  the  highest 
floods  that  has  been  experienced  for  the  past  six 
months  swept  down  this  river  on  April  22,  while  many 
of  the  tributaries  were  so  swollen  that  much  crop  was 
carried  oS  the  low  lands  along  their  banks.  The 
main  stream  has  risen  twelve  inches  and  is  much 
discoloured,  and  will  require  a  week  to  put  it  again  in 
order  for  the  fly.  The  few  spring  salmon  that  were  in 
the  Caronroe  reach  are  passing  over  the  Movanagher 
weir  into  the  Kilrea  section.  There  were  few  anglers 
on  the  river  in  the  early  days  of  the  week  when  it  was 
possible  to  use  the  fly,  but  those  who  were  had  fair 
sport.  Tom  Graham  took  ten  trout  on  the  shallows 
at  Kilrea  that  scaled  121b.,  and  Mr.  I.  McCorry  three, 
4.Jlb.  Since  the  temperature  of  the  water  has  risen 
a  few  sedges  can  be  seen  on  the  smface  and  trout 
taking  them  down. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — At  time  of  writing,  all  the 
local  streams  in  good  order  or  settling  into  order  after 
the  floods.  Fishing  the  Clady  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Edward  Hunter  creeled  thirty-one  trout,  Mr.  James 
Coulter  twenty-five,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe  twenty, 
whilst  some  other  anglers  had  a  dozen  each.  On  the 
Ballynahinch  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  Mr.  James  Murray, 
and  Mr.  Fogarty  had  some  success  on  Tuesday,  and 
the  same  day  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  had  thirteen  fish  on 
Marshallstown  Dam.  From  this  week  the  dams  will 
fish  weU.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  bank  high 
flood,  and  will  be  quite  unfishable  for  the  next  few 
days. — W.  Haynes  aj^d  Sons. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — Sport  during  the  past 
few  days  has  been  impeded  by  the  stormy  weather, 
and  I  can  only  hear  of  one  fish,  111b.,  being  caught  on 
Lower  Black  Castle ;  one  of  221b.  on  Ardmulchan,  by 
Mr.  Francis  Ley;  and  five,  of  181b.,  171b.  131b.,  121b., 
and  101b.,  on  Upper  Black  Castle,  by  Messrs.  Francis 
Ley  and  Gordon  Ley.  We  have  had  a  little  flood  for 
the  past  three  days,  and  as  a  considerable  number  of 
fish  I  are  daily  seen  capital  sport  is  expected  when  the 
river  settles  into  ply  again. — Claeet  Fly. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  Rain  has  been 
falling  almost  incessantly  in  this  locality  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  river  is  in  high  flood.  T.  Gilroy, 
keeper,  landed  two  salmon  of  9Jlb.  and  101b.  on  April 
18  and  19.  A  good  show  of  salmon  is  in  the  pools, 
but  the  river  will  not  be  in  fishing  order  for  some 
days,  as  it  is  still  raining  heavily  at  time  of  writing. 
There  has  been  no  net  or  box  fishing  carried  on  at  the 
mouth  of  Bundrowes  river  since  4th  inst.,  and  is  to 
remain  so  all  this  season. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blaekwater  and  the 
Ballinderry  were  in  flood  in  the  early  part  of  the 
week.  They  are  running  down  into  good  order. 
Some  salmon  are  in  the  lower  pools  of  the  Ballinderry. 
On  the  Coagh  and  Ardtua  sections  bait  fishers  have 
done  fairly. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Trouting 
was  excellent  during  the  early  part  of  the  past  week 
on  the  Erne,  but  the  river  is  now  in  flood  and  will  be 
unfishable  for  a  few  days.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  continues  very  poor  on  all 
the  principal  Kerry  rivers  where  angling  has  opened. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Killaruey  Ziakes  and  Rivers. — Sport  has  been 
fairly  good  at  salmon,  and  brown  trout  have  yielded 
good  baskets  whenever  the  weather  and  water  condi- 
tions were  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  river,  as  we  write,  is  in  high 
flood,  and  quite  unfishable ;  it  has  rained  hard  from 
April  19  to  21.  Anglers  are  looking  forward  to  having 
good  sport  when  the  river  settles  down  to  fishing 
order. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Corrib. — Fishing  on  the  lake  during  the 
past  week  has  not  improved  very  much.  The  pro- 
fessional fishermen's  total  bag  for  the  week  being  4301b. 
of  trout,  or  an  average  of  about  2Jlb.  per  man  per  day. 
Spring  fish  are  coming  up  into  the  lake  in  consider- 
able numbers ;  several  heavy  fish  were  killed  in  the 
river  at  Galway,  the  largest  42Jlb.,  others  scaled  361b., 
341b.,  and  331b.— S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib.  —  Weather  very 
stormy  and  wet  for  the  past  week  and  much  against 
sport,  still  Colonel  Paterson  and  Mr.  Williams  have 
made  nice  baskets  of  trout.  Largest  trout  for  the 
week  a  4J-pounder.  Anglers  may  look  forward  to 
excellent  sport  with  warmer  weather. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Mel vin.— Sport  on  the  lake  continues  good. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on 
April  18 ;  Mr.  J.  Troupe  one  of  8Jlb.  on  April  19  ;  Mr. 
Kelly  one  of  101b.  on  April  21 ;  and  Mr.  Currie  one  of 
91b.  on  April  19.  Mr.  H.  Keen  landed  a  fine  trout 
(Salmoferox)  of  61b.  on  April  21,  and  Mr.  J.  McGloin 


took  two  trout,  of  2Jlb.  and  41b.,  on  April  22.  Trouting 
all  over  the  lake  was  generally  good  during  the  past 
week,  and  all  the  anglers  who  were  out  took  some  fine 
baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  many  of  the 
baskets  taken  containing  from  ten  to  nineteen  trout  ; 
heaviest  basket  taken  weighing  11  Jib  ,  and  containing 
seventeen  trout,  all  taken  with  the  fly. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone) .— Heavy 
rain  fell  on  April  20  and  21,  which  raised  the  Mourne 
and  all  its  tributaries  bank  full.  There  was  no  trout 
fishing  worth  speaking  of  this  week,  nor  will  there  be 
till  the  close  of  the  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Weather  very  unsettled.  Captain  Bloss 
Lynch,  two  salmon,  111b.,  131b. ;  Captain  Perry  Knox 
Gore,  three,  91b.,  lljlb.,  151b. ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Mack,  two, 
8Jlb.,  111b. ;  Mr.  Fenwiok,  one,  161b.  Trouting  on 
the  loughs  good.  Mr.  C.  Tweed  had  the  best  take  for 
one  day,  creeling  thirteen,  151b.  Mr.  Scroop,  one 
salmon,  12lb.  I  hear  Pontoon  Bridge  is  fishing  well. 
— Pat  Heabnes. 

Owenea  and  Owentocker  (Ardara,  county 
Donegal).- — A  gentleman  staying  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms 
Hotel,  Ardpra,  killed  two  salmon  and  four  sea  trout 
on  April  15 ;  on  the  16th  and  17th  he  had  two  salmon 
and  twelve  brown  trout. — N.  McN. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Bad 
weather  has  spoilt  sport  this  week.  Colonel  Peyton 
got  one  very^^pretty  springer  of  141b.,  a  poor  record  for 
a  week  at  lovely  Killaloe. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  during 
the  week  has  been  windy  and  rainy — a  most  disagree- 
able combination  for  the  angler.  We  have,  however, 
the  pleasure  to  record  the  capture  of  another  very 
large  salmon,  being  the  heaviest  so  far  this  season. 
In  its  measurements  the  fish  was  very  well  pro- 
portioned—  length,  46Jin. ;  girth,  27  Jin. ;  weight, 
44^1b.  There  are  probably  some  more  of  those  fine 
fish  still  awaiting  capture,  as  reports  are  to  hand  of 
several  large  salmon  being  met  with.  On  Prospect, 
Major  Crake  killed  one  salmon,  281b.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  one  salmon,  lOlb. ;  Major 
Crake,  two  salmon,  ISJlb.  and  321b. ;  Miss  Townshend, 
one  salmon,  23Jlb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones 
killed  one  salmon,  30jlb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed  two  salmon,  lljlb.  and  44Jlb.  On 
the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stanclifie  killed  one 
salmon,  34Jlb. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (April  22).— Since  last  report  the  Rhone 
Valley  waters  have  become  so  full  of  snow  broth  that 
rod  fishing  las  suffered,  day  after  day  giving  the 
result  of  much  fishing  but  little  fish.  Still  there  were 
three  good  days  on  the  Rhone  from  Si6rre  before  it 
became  too  thick,  baskets  including  trout  up  to  fib., 
and  some  large  fish  were  also  seen,  the  water  then 
having  a  temperature  of  50  deg.  Pahr.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  posting  a  daily  report  in  the 
Montreux  Club  of  the  state  of  the  Stockalper  and 
Vaudoia  waters,  so  that  favourable  intervals  may  be 
taken  advantage  of.  Trials  of  Mr.  A.  Morriss's  new 
tailed  hooks  have  been  in  progress,  but  await  better 
opportunities  before  arriving  at  conclusions  as  to  their 
merits.  So  far  flies  constructed  on  them  seemed 
attractive  when  fish  were  not  rising  in  numbers. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — There  are  some 
codling  now  in  both  the  Roach  and  Crouch  rivers,  and 
the  locals  have  been  taking  some  each  day.  Two 
fishing  in  the  Roach  on  Saturday  afternoon  last 
caught  forty-five  codling,  and  on  Apiil  20  some  visiting 
anglers  had  a  few  ;  Mr.  Girdler  caught  twelve.  The 
trawlers  have  been  getting  good  takes  of  soles  and 
other  flat-fish,  and  anglers  should  have  fairly  good 
sport  if  they  catch  the  tides  right. — J.  Wright. 

Pljrmouth. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report  this 
week  on  account  of  the  very  rough  weather  we  have 
been  having.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  all  the 
fishing  boats  are  still  waiting  to  be  able  to  put  to  sea. 
I  have  just  had  a  fisherman  in  who  said  that  they  had 
not  been  able  to  go  out  for  a  week.  This  means  a  sad 
loss  to  those  who  are  entirely  dependent  on  fishing 
for  their  living.  There  were  some  nice  pollack  taken 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm  the  early  part  of  this  week, 
using  the  Baby  Spinner.  Rod  fishing  from  the  piers 
has  also  been  very  slack,  just  a  few  bass  and  a  stray 
mullet  or  two  falling  to  the  share  of  the  fishermen 
after  a  good  many  hours  of  waiting. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  fishing  here  continues  good. 
Several  important  catches  of  bass  and  pollack  have 
been  had  at  the  Breakwater,  the  latter  of  a  good  size, 
some  of  them  running  to  between  3lb.  and  4lb.  each. 
In  the  harbour  bass  in  considerable  quantities  have 
been  taken,  principally  on  the  night  tides.  There  have 
been  large  quantities  of  grey  mullet  at  Templeman's 
Mill,  but  anglers  have  failed  to  get  hold  of  any.  There 
are  now  many  visiting  anglers  here,  and  they  seem 
very  satisfied  with  Weymouth  fishing, — A.  G.  Rowkll. 


Jingling  ^xxtntcs. 

April  29. 

Epsom :  Annual  dinner. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  :  Supper  and  Concert. 
Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  Powles  West. 
April  30. 
B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Minohin. 
West  Ham  Brothers :  Annual  Dinner. 

May  6. — Silver  Trout :  Annual  Dinner. 
,,   7. — Greenwich :  Annual  Dinner. 
,,   8. — New  Albion  Piscatorials :  Distribution. 
„   12. — A.B.S. :  Lea  Competition  Prize  Distribution. 
,,   14. — Highbury:  Dinner  and  Distribution. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 
Annual  meeting.    (For  report  see  page  293.) 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

T'he  committee  propose,  with  a  view  of  securing  a 
more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  coast  and  its 
kindred  fishing,  to  set  down  for  discussion,  once  a 
month,  different  sections  of  the  coast,  and  hope  to 
have  the  presence  and  support  of  the  members  and 
friends  at  the  Restaurant  Frasoati.  The  following 
discussions  have  been  arranged :  —  Wednesday, 
April  30,  at  8  p.m.,  subject :  "  The  Massacre  of  the 
Innocents,  and  the  Laws  and  Regulations  of  Sea 
Fishing  in  England,  with  special  reference  to  the 
Protection  of  Immature  Fish."  Opened  by  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin.  Wednesday,  May  7:  "The  Coast 
from  Leigh  to  Yarmouth."  Wednesday,  June  4: 
"  The  Coast  from  Yarmouth  to  Scarborough." 
Wednesday,  July  2  :  "  The  Coast  from  Scarborough 
to  Berwick."  Members  are  reminded  that  the 
ordinary  xueekly  meetings  recommence  on  July  30. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

At  the  last  meeting  two  new  members  were  elected. 
Valuable  donations  were  made  to  the  lijarary  by  Mr. 
Davison.  Mr.  Westheim  reported  attending  as 
delegate  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  and  the  satisfactory  nature  of  the 
yearly  report.  Discussion  took  place  as  to  the 
future  policy  of  the  Society  (C.L.P.S.)  as  regards 
officials,  privilege  tickets,  private  waters,  sea-fishing, 
lady  members,  and  other  subjects.  An  extraordi- 
nary general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
(April  29),  to  elect  officials  and  discuss  and  ratify 
rules  previous  to  printing.  There  wUl  also  be  a 
meeting  of  the  provisional  committee  on  Monday 
(Apiil  28),  at  6.45  p  m. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  Percy  W.  Salmond  presided  at  the  last 
meeting.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at 
Chesham  on  Saturday  last  (April  19),  when  several 
novices,  anxious  to  be  initiated  in  the  art  of  fly- 
fishing received  instruction,  one  succeeding  so 
well  that  before  the  day  was  over  he  captured  a 
fish  lljin.,  just  below  the  society's  standard. 
Mr.  Emery  had  one  trout  from  Chesham,  and  one 
from  private  water,  weighing  2f  lb.  Mr.  Gill  three 
fish,  all  returned.  Mr.  Gray  one,  retained.  Mr. 
Borthwick  one  sizable  fish  retained  on  each  of  two 
days,  selected  from  several  captured.  One  gentle- 
man was  nominated  for  membership,  and  another 
elected.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  will 
read  a  paper  entitled  "Anglers'  Yarns,  by  One  who 
Spins  Them."  Mr.  James  Tayler,  whom  everyone 
was  pleased  to  meet  last  week  on  his  recovery  from 
a  serious  illness,  has  promised  to  read  a  paper 
shortly  on  "  Rivers  and  Rain." — J.  H.  Walker, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society— 

There  was  a  large  meeting  of  members  on  Monday 
evening,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Robert 
Bradford.  It  was  stated  that  the  Grannom  season 
had  been  spoiled  by  the  boisterous  weather  which 
had  prevailed,  only  a  few  fish  having  been  taken. 
The  chairman  had  the  best  trout  of  the  week,  one 
of  21b.,  from  the  Kennet  with  the  wet  fly.  Votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  William  Senior  for 
having  so  genially  occupied  the  chair  at  the  annual 
dinner,  and  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  was  in 
the  vice-chair. — Hon.  Sec. 


HOLLOW" AY'S  PILLS.  Weak  Stomachs.  The  wisest  cannot 
enumerate  one  quarter  of  the  distressing  symptoms  arising  from 
enfeebled  digestion,  all  of  which  may  be  readily  dispelled  by 
these  admirable  Pills.  They  rouse  the  stovnach,  liver,  and  every 
other  organ,  helping  digestion  to  that  healthy  tone  which  fully 
enables  it  to  convert  all  we  eat  and  drink  to  the  nourishment 
of  our  bodies.  Hence  these  Pills  are  the  surest  strengtheners 
and  the  safest  restoratives  in  nervousness,  wasting,  and  chronic 
debility.  Holloway's  Pills  remove  all  unpleasant  taste  from 
the  mouth  and  are  infallible  remedies  for  impaired  appetite, 
eructations,  flatulency,  constipation,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
disagreeable  symptoms  which  render  miserable  the  lives  of 
housands.    These  Pills  are  approved  by  all  classes. 
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and 
Special  Prize 


WADERS 


ANDERSON,  ANMrSOTT^ANDERSON,  LTD., 
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^offings  bg  ff)c  i^ap. 

•'  Every  oceupctfion  stamps  the  individual  ivUo practises 
H  u'itJi  a  bent  which  strcncjthens  daily. 
:  — Vauvenarges. 


j  ."MR.  Punch  "  h^s  pleasure  in  announcing  that  on 
Mond4y,  ,May  5,  an  exhibition  of  black  and  white 
drawings  .by  members  of  the  Punch  stafi  will  be  opened 
at  the  Woodbury  Gallery,  37,  New  Bond-street,  W., 
tiie  whole  of  the  proceeds  derived  from  admissions,  by 
trhe  kind  consent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  gallery,  being 
devoted  to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
^reat  Ormond-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.G.  All  the 
leading  artists  of  "  Mr.  Punch's  "  staff  have  placed 
specimens  of  their  work  at  the  disposal  of  the  Wood- 
bury Gallery  for  exhibition  and  sale.  The  following 
well-known  artists  will  be  represented  :— Messrs.  Linley 
Sambourne,  Bernard  Partridge,  E.  T.  Eeed  (maker  of 
^'  Prehistoric  Peeps  "),  Phil  May,  L.  Raven  Hill,  G.  E. 
Brock,  A.  C.  Corbould,  G.  H.  .Jalland,  G.  D.  Armour, 
A.  Hopkins,  E.  Hopkins,  Ralph  Cleaver,  G.  R.  Halkett, 
etc. 


;  The  Mayor  of  Brighton,  Alderman  Stafford,  presided 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  Brightonians,  like  us  London  Piscatorials,  had  the 
joy  of  the  company  of  ladies,  and  Brighton's  fair 
Mayoress  occupied  a  seat  at  the  head  table.  There 
was  a  goodly  company  present,  and  Mr.  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam  (hon.  sec.)  can  be  heartily  congratulated  on 
the  success  of  the  affair.  The  Mayor,  congratulating 
the  society  on  its  progress,  claimed  some  credit  for  the 
Corporation  for  having  helped  the  Piscatorials  by  plac- 
ing the  Aquarium  at  their  disposal  for  certain  purposes, 
He  was  glad  to  state  the  society  had  re-entered  into 
possession  of  the  Lindfield  Mill  water. 

*  *    .         *  *  * 

The  Rev.  E.  Riley,  one  of  the  speakers,  was  in 
Splendid  form.  He  praised  the  officers  and  had  many 
good  words  to  say  for  the  gentle  craft.  "  Angling," 
said  Mr.  Riley,  "  encourages  thoughtfulness.  All 
know  that  anglers  think  the  fish  they  miss  larger 
than  any  caught.  As  a  clergyman,  I  don't  go  fishing 
on  Sunday,  and  it  is  most  annoying  to  see  the  trout 
rise  more  on  Sunday  than  on  any  day  in  the  week. 
When  I  walk  by  a  trout  stream  on  Sunday  I  find  my 
hand  going  up  and  down  just  as  if  I  was  playing  a  fish, 
but,  of  course,  I  have  no  rod  with  me  on  that  day." 
Mr.  W.  F.  Booth  was  also  felicitous  in  proposing 
"  The  Ladies."  He  advised  anglers  for  these  specimens 
not  to  "  poach,"  not  to  "  snatch,"  and  not  to  "  tickle." 
He  advised  the  use  of  "  marriage  lines."  The  ladies 
needed  no  advice— they  were  all  expert  "  fishers  of 
men."      i  - 


There  was  a  fine  exhibition  of  specimen  fish  at  the 
National  Engineering  and  Trades  Exhibition  at  Bingley 
Hall,  Birmingham.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president 
of  the  London  Anglers'  Association)  and  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  (of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society)  were  the 
judges,  and  I  have  received  a  full  list  of  the  awards, 
which  must  be  held  over  until  next  week.  Space  will 
only  allow  now  a  few  lines  of  congratulation  to  the 
Birmingham  and  District  Angling  Association  on  the 
success  of  a  very  excellent  exhibition. 


British  Sea  Anglers,  and  many  thousands  who  have 
not  ithe  joy  of  being  anglers,  will  hear  with  regret  of 
the  painfully  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Gerald  Geoghegan, 
the  eminent  barrister.  Mr.  Geoghegan  was  present  at 
the  early  meetings  of  the  B.  S.  A.  S.,tand  never  ceased 
to  take  a  warm  interest  in  the  Association's  doings. 
He  was  fond  of  fishing  at  Aldeburgh  and  was  well 
known  at  many  other  places  on  the  coast.  Mr. 
Geoghegan  was  called  to  the  Middle  Temple  in  1877. 


'  Pbovikcial  mayors  are  rightly  taking  a  keen 
interest  in  their  local  angling  associations.  Such 
a  course  will  not  only  lead  to  popularity  but  useful- 


ness, that  sort  of  usefulness  to  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered. The  Mayor  of  Abingdon  presided  recently  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Abingdon  and  District 
Angling  Association,  when  a  good  account  was  given 
of  the  progress  of  the  society.  Mr.  Harding  was 
praised  as  hon.  sec,  and  he  deserved  the  praise,  and 
not  only  that  but  the  massive  marble  timepiece  and 
purse  of  gold  with  which  he  was  presented  by  some 
120  subscribers.  This  was  a  good  but  unexpected 
catch.  Mr.  Harding's  bait  was  courtesy,  energy, 
and  interest  in  his  society. 


Mb.  W.  Carter  Platts  writes  :  "  Dear  Drag, — Being 
a  classical  scholar  you  will  appreciate  this  extract  I 
have  just  come  across :  '  Old  Time,  with  his  huge 
Dragnet,  has  conveyed  down  to  us  along  the  stream  of 
ages.  .  .  .  shells  or  shellfish,  jewels  or  pebbles, 
sticks  or  straws,  seaweeds  or  mud"  [and  incidentally, 
jottings  by  the  way], — Watts."  P.S. — Here's  another 
classic : 

"  Dragnets  were  made  to  fish  within  the  deep. 
And  casting  nets  did  rivers'  bottoms  sweep." 

— May's  Virgil. 


As  an  illustration  of  the  expedients  to  which  an 
enthusiastic  angler  will  resort  in  pursuit  of  his 
favourite  pastime,  says  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail, 
a  story  has  reached  me  in  reference  to  a  member  of  a 
well-knowi^  Birmingham  angling  club.  The  gentle- 
man in  question  had  the  misfortune  to  injure  his  leg 
so  seriously  as  to  necessitate  lying  in  bed  for  over  a 
week.  A  friend  had  just  offered  him  a  fow  days'  trout 
fishing,  for  which  he  was  preparing  when  the  accident 
occurred  which  laid  him  low,  and  his  disappointment 
at  being  prevented  from  availing  himself  of  the  invita- 
tion may  easily  be  imagined  by  anyone  who  has  been 
an  ardent  follower  of  old  Izaak.  The  friend  on  his 
return  from  the  expedition  called  to  express  his  sym- 
pathy, and  was  shown  into  the  invalid's  bedroom.  As 
he  opened  the  door  he  was  surprised  to  find  the 
irivalid  propped  up  in  bed  holding  a  light  roach  rod  in 
his  hand  with  the  line  and  gut  resting  on  the  floor  at 
the  end  of  the  bed.  "Don't  stir,"  appealed  the 
invalid  in  a  stage  whisper.  "  I've  got  a  bite."  The 
next  moment  he  struck  and  the  friend  was  astonished 
to  see  him  draw  up  the  line,  on  the  hook  of  which  was 
impaled  not  a  fish  but  a  lively  specimen  of  the 
domestic  mouse.  The  house  was  overrun  with  mice, 
and  the  enthusiastic  angler,  determined  to  make  up  in 
some  way  for  his  loss  of  the  anticipated  trout  fishing, 
was  beguiling  the  time  by  angling  for  them  with  little 
bits  of  toasted  cheese !  [Now  this  sounds  like  the 
inimitable  W.  Carter  Platts;  yet  no — he  surely  would 
not  finish  so.  He  would  have  added  the  old  Latin 
quotation,  "  Parturiunt  montes,  nascitur  ridiculus 
mus." 


Complaints  are  made,  says  the  YorMliirc  Post,  that 
the  privilege  accorded  to  anglers  of  fishing  in  the 
Leeds  Corporation  reservoirs  is  often  abused—"  grossly 
abused  "  is  the  phrase  of  one  of  the  officials.  The  ease 
with  which  "  permits  "  have  hitherto  been  obtainable 
has  led  to  a  mild  invasion  of  the  waters  by  many 
persons  who  have  little  real  love  of  the  contemplative 
man's  recreation,  and  less  respect  for  the  rights  of 
property.  It  is  even  alleged  that  some  of  these 
"  sportsmen "  have  contracts  with  fishmongers  in 
Leeds  to  supply  them  with  all  their  catches.  The 
matter  was  considered  recently  by  the  Waterworks 
Gominittee,  who  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  go  into 
the  whole  question  and  reorganise  the  conditions 
under  which  fishing  is  allowed. 


A  COUPLE  of  zealous  anglers  were  fishing  for  the 
first  time  in  a  sheet  of  water  rented  for  the  purpose, 
when  one  of  them,  through  carelessness,  iell  in.  His 
friend,  after  great  exertion,  brought  him  to  land,  but 
it  was  a  long  time  before  he  recovered  consciousness. 
No  sooner  had  he  opened  his  eyes,  however,  than  the 
other  asked  him,  "  Tell  me  did  you  see  a  lot  of  fish  ?  " 


Promably  the  oldest  meteorologist  living,  says  the 
Daily  Telegraph,  cannot  rooail  such  an  unbroken 
succession  of  years  as  that  through  which  we  have 
passed  since  1894  with  a  continuous  deficiency  of 
rainfall.  The  figures  reported  by  the  Astronomer 
Royal,  dating  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31  in  each  year,  are 
so  remarkable  as  to  be  worth  quoting  in  detail.  They 
stand  thus  : — 1 


Rainfall. 


Year. 
1895.. 

1896   22-420 

1897   22-126 

1898   18-850 

1899   22-332 

1900   22-815 

1901   20-293 


.Below  the  average 
of  50  years. 

19-725  inches    4-813  inches 


118 
412 

688 
206 
223 
245 


Total  deficiency  of  seven  years...  23-705  „ 

The  fifty-year  period  was  taken  between  1841  and 
1890,  and  the  mean  annual  rainfall  over  that  time 
was  24 -538_  inches,  so  that  the  shortage  within  the 
last  seven  years  has  amounted  to  almost  one  averaga 
year's  precipitation,  and  exceeds  the  amount  of  any 
single  year  since  1894.  It  will  be  observed,  also,  that 
there  exists  a  curious  regularity  in  the  deficiency — 
that  of  each  third  year,  1895, 1898, 1901,  being  equal  to 
or  exceeding  the  shortage  of  the  two  intervening 
years. 

***** 
This  deficiency  of  rainfall  continues.  Since  the 
present  year  began  the  measured  total  is  well  under 
3-5in.,  whereas  the  average  is  about  6in.  In  France 
and  Western  Europe  generally  the  same  state  of  things 
prevails,  which  is  all  the  more  noteworthy  because 
on  the  Western  side  of  the  Continent  the  heaviest 
rainfall  is  in  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  interior 
and  Eastern  regions  precipitation  is  greatest  in 
summer.  At  Southport,  Lancashire,  last  year,  the 
measured  total  was  7in.  below  the  average.  As  an 
inch  of  rain  comes  to  100  tons  of  water  per  acre,  and 
there  are  37,317,885  acres  in  England  and  Wales, 
there  must  have  been  last  year  in  this  country, 
assuming  only  4in.  deficiency  in  general,  a  total  loss 
in  the  water  supply  of  14,927,154,000  tons.  No  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  water  question  has  become  serious 
in  some  quarters.  In  the  Manchester  area  the  first 
three  months  of  this  year  show  a  falling-off  of 
300,000,000  gallons,  as  compared  with  the  position 
twelve  months  ago.  What  are  the  causes  of  these 
exceptional  phenomena?  To  this  question  meteor- 
ology has  no  answer. 

Sponge  fishing  has  been  prohibited  in  Turkish 
waters,  and  Greece  will  lose  an  annual  revenue  of 
nearly  £400,000  in  con.sequence. 


An  Irish  journal  retorts  somewhat  effectively  upon 
English  ideas  of  Irish  bulla  by  quoting  some  excellent 
English  bulls.  For  example,  it  begins  with  the  Hyde 
Park  orator,  who  in  the  middle  of  a  tirade  upon  land- 
lords and  capitalists  suddenly  electrified  his  audience 
by  exclaiming :  "  If  these  men  were  landed  on  an 
uninhabited  island  they  wouldn't  be  there  half-an-hour 
before'  they  would  have  their  hands  in  the  pockets  of 
the  naked  savages."  A  second  one  is  quoted,  almost 
as  good  :  "  All  along  the  untrodden  paths  of  the  future 
we  can  see  the  hidden  footprints  of  an  unseen  hand." 
A  third  is  said  to  be  a  preacher's  peroration ;  "  We 
pursue  the  shadow ;  the  bubble  bursts  ;  it  leaves  the 
ashes  in  our  hands." 


-  The  Mick,  be  it  known,  was  at  one  time  a  sergeant 
in  a  Volunteer  regiment.  Drilling  his  squad  one  day 
he  imperiously  commanded :  "  Left  legs  up,  all  of 
ye  1"  whereupon  the  whole  squad  stuck  their  left  legs 
out  with  one  exception,  and  that  gentleman  put  out 
his  right  leg.  The  Mick,  standing  at  the  end  of  the 
line  and  squinting  along  it,  noticed  that  something 
was  amiss.  "  Howld  on  there  a  minit  1  "  he  yelled, 
"  some  blackguard  has  got  two  legs  up  1  "  Dragnet. 


THE  ST.  GROSS  DRY  FLY  RODS 

Lenffth,   9  feet,   to  0  feet  6  incites. 
Weight,  from  9  to  10  ounces. 


"Typical  dry  fly  n.rls."— T".  Jf.  llALPORD, 

"  A  marvel  of  power  anil  accuracy  combined  with  feather-weight."— E.  Williamson. 
"Dave  \isGd  rods  made  by  most, of  the  English  and  Scotch  .makers,  and  prefer  the  St.  Cross 
rod  to  all  others."— B.  Jf.  Akkoyd. 


Two  Joints,  Top  Steel  Centre,  Spliced  or  Ferruled. 
obtained  only  from  the  Makers, 


Can  be 


G.  HOLLAND  &  SON,  29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER. 


XO"  X3  S. 

HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 


Drag  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets. 
Flue  Nets. 


Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets, 

prum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.   Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


The  making  and  repaii-ing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  flsliery  net  on  hire. 
  Dealer  in  Coarse  Fisli.    List  on  application. 


CISHUR8TINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness 

WHOLssALB  raoM 
Price's. Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  Londort 


LESSONS  IN 
SALMON  &  FLY  CASTING 

AND 

OTHER  STYLES. 

BY 

"NEWHAM,"  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

KOH.  PARTICULAKS  WjilTH, 
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Ppovlneial  Angling  Kotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRVIINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Oae  of  the  chief  features  at  our  Bingley  Hall 
exhibition  is  the  show  of  fish  exhibited  by  the  members 
and  clubs  connected  with  the  Birmingham  and  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Associations.  The  show  of  coarse  fish 
is  again  very  good,  but  the  game  fish  are  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  The  exhibits  are  worth  coming  a 
distance  to  see.  Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  invited  to  act  as  judge 
and  awaid  the  £30  given  as  prize  money  by  Mr.  G. 
Stanley,  the  manager  of  the  exhibition,  but  owing  to 
other  business  engagements  Mr.  Marston  had  to 
decline,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president  of  the 
London  Anglers'  Association),  who  was  assisted  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  Gray  (of  London),  consented  to  act,  and  the  fish 
were  judged  on  Friday  last.  Some  of  the  fish  shown 
in  last  year's  exhibition  have  again  succeeded  in 
carrying  oS  the  chief  prizes.  A  number  of  clubs  were 
not  represented,  but  next  year  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  a  show  on  a  much  larger  scale  will 
be  organised.  The  Highgate,  Hearts  of  Oak,  and 
Dudley  clubs  were  the  most  successful  exhibitors. 
The  Dudley  Society  held  their  annual  smoking  concert, 
when  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  During 
the  evening  Mr.  A.  W.  Edge  presented  silver  medals 
to  the  members  who  had  succeeded  in  taking  the 
best  specimen  fish  during  the  past  season.  A  large 
number  of  unattached  anglers  (if  they  may  be  termed 
so)  are  to  be  found  up  the  WarwicK  and  Stratford 
canals  on  Suodays  taking  a  quantity  of  under-sized 
fish.  On  April  20  a  large  number  were  out,  yet 
there  seems  nothing  to  prevent  them,  only  the  caual 
companies  and  the  landovvners.  A  prosecution  would 
do  much  to  prevent  the  depletion  now  going  on. 
Trout  fishing  is  at  a  standsliu  owing  to  the  recent 
heavy  rains.  All  the  rivers  and  streams  in  tbe 
Midlands  are  bank  high,  and  in  the  low-lying  districts 
the  water  is  out  over  the  meadows.  The  Birmingham 
Association's  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  promises  to  be  a  big  success; 
a  large  number  of  tickets  have  been  disposed  of,  and 
it  will  take  the  two  large  rooms  at  the  headquarters 
to  accommodate  the  delegates  and  chief  officers  of  the 
societies. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Universal  A. A.  held  their  annual  meeting  on 
April  22,  and  elected  officers  and  arranged  matters  for 
the  ensuing  season.  Tne  auditors'  report  showed  a 
substantial  balance  in  hand  and  a  good  roll  of 
membership.  The  annual  open  match  and  excur- 
sion to  Forriby  Sluice  will  take  place  on  Aug.  4. 
The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  in  first- 
class  order  for  either  fly  or  bait  fishing,  and 
during  the  past  week  a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken 
both  above  and  below  the  locks,  and  in  the  tidal 
waters  at  Hull  Bridge.  Mr.  W.  0.  Cox  caught  a 
trout  weighing  lib.  12oz.  Flounders  are  well  oa  the 
run  in  the  lower  waters.  On  May  3  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  A. A.  will  hold  an  open  match 
at  Dunswell-on-HuU  for  the  benefit  af  the  Benevolent 
Fund.  At  the  Hull  Town  Club's  open  match  on 
April  19,  at  Dunswell,  about  three  tiundred  local 
anglers  competed  and  had  a  fair  amount  of  sport. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Fair  sport  is  reported  from  Hope,  although  the 
weather  has  been  rough,  and  only  a  few  rods  out. 
The  river  Bollin  continues  to  fish  well  and  is  in  good 
order,  catches  going  to  three  and  four  brace.  There 
are  more  natural  flies  on  the  water  than  for  the  past 
few  weeks.  Warrington  anglers  are  not  very  busy,  but 
they  are  preparing  for  turning  into  the  Boilin  several 
thousands  of  trout  five  to  six  inches  long  at  an  early 
date.  The  Ribble  is  fishing  a  little  better  now  that 
the  weather  is  warmer.  Decent  sport  is  reported  from 
the  Lune,  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  from 
several  districts,  and  the  Wenning  is  about  the  best. 
The  Wyre  is  also  yielding  far  better  sport  with  the 
better  weather  and  water. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  conditions  for  trout  fishing  have  undergone  a 
marked  change  since  last  week,  and  the  sport  is  now 
becoming  general.  A  few  rods  have  tried  their  luck 
with  the  fly,  but  with  only  little  success.  The  fish 
have  occasionally  risen  in  ttie  evenings,  but  they  have 
been  extremely  shy  and  difficult  to  capture.  On  the 
other  hand,  bottom  fishermen  have  done  fairly  well 
this  week,  and  several  brace  have  been  accounted  for. 
Maggot  and  worm  baits  were  employed  to  fair 
advantage,  the  principal  creels  going  from  two  to  five 
brace  of  sizeable  trout.  Both  float  fishing  and  the 
up-stream  method  have  accounted  for  takes  of  the  fore- 
going order,  and  the  worm  has,  perhaps,  been 
responsible  for  the  best  results.  The  prospects  all 
round  are  very  much  better. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

With  the  weather  more  to  the  angler's  liking  it  is 
not  hard  to  understand  that  many  more  rods  have 
been  out.  This  city  is  well  represented  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  and  probably  the  splendid  record  of  Mr.  J.  T. 
Malpass  on  this  water  will  stimulate  one  and  all  to 
lower  the  best  on  record,  which  is  little  better  than 
that  of  Mr.  Malpass.  Anglers  in  this  district 
will  hear  with  regret  of  the  serious  illness  of  the 
veteran  treasurer  of  the  Buckland  Society,  and 
wish  him  a  speedy  return  to  his  usual  health. 
On  April  23  Mr.  S.  Boswell,  of  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society,  delivered  his  popular  lecture  to  the 
St.  George  Club  at  Moss  Side,  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh  (Hardy 
Brothers'  Manchester  manager)  occupying  the  chair. 
Our  city  rods  are  asktd  to  give  assistance  to  the 
interested  parties  in  the  dispute  at  Rossett.  What  is 
wanted  is  a  clear  statement  of  the  case,  and  the 
solution  should  be  easy.  If  Mr.  Duncan  is  the  legal 
owner,  of  course  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  close  his 
water  to  the  public,  and  if  he  were  at  once  to  produce 
charter  there  the  thing  would  end. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  adverse  to  angling 
pursuits,  and  on  Wednesday  the  Trent  rose  above  a 
couple  of  feet  as  the  result  of  heavy  rains  on  the 
previous  day.  Trout  enthu-iasts  have  again  creeled 
some  choice  fish  in  the  Greet,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks  having 
.  one  on  the  18th  of  about  3lb.  Mr.  E.  Bayley  has  taken 
odd  specimens  at  the  mouth  of  the  tributary,  and  visitors 
to  Derbyshire  have  returned  with  moderately  good  bags 
—best  seven  brace  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton, 
a  gentleman  who  was  recently  ekctefl  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  the  Notts  County  Cricket  Club.  It 
seems  that  when  the  committee  of  the  Wellington 
Society  last  met  the  chairman  (Mr.  W.  T.  Hodson) 
handed  over  the  gold  medals  won  during  the  season 
of  1900-1  to  the  recipients.  They  were  :— Messrs.  S. 
Wallis  (barbel,  71b.  8oz  ),  H.  E.  Birks  (roach,  lib.  S^oz  ) 
A.  Smith  (chub,  41b.),  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  (bream^ 
41b.  4|oz.),  P.  Baker  (perch,  lib.  2oz.),  J.  Greaves  (pike, 
l-21b),  and  J.  Hewson  (pike,  12Ib.)  The  gold  medals 
of  the  past  season  have  been  won  by  Messrs  S 
Wallis  (barbel),  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  (roach),  B.  Stevenson 
(chub),  VV.  H.  Whitehead  (perch),  and  W.  Robinson 
(pike).  The  medals,  of  unique  and  handsome  design, 
are  supplied  by  Mr.  T.  Large,  jeweller,  etc,  Clumber- 
street,  Nottingham.  Mr.  Large  is  on  the  Wellington 
committee,  and  is  a  very  old  and  highly  respected 
member  of  the  society.  The  prizes  are  restricted  to 
specimen  fish  caught  in  the  waters  rented  by  the 
society.  In  conversation,  on  April  17,  with  an  ardent 
angler,  residing  in  North  Notts,  he  informed  me  that 
two  of  the  famous  lakes  in  that  part  of  the  county  had 
been  stopped  to  pike  fishers.  Asked  for  the  reason  of 
the  stoppage — it  applies  to  the  future— he  solemnly 
averred  that  I  knew  all  about  it.  I  do,  and  I  very 
much  regret  the  prohibition. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

But  for  the  strong  winds  we  have  had,  the  weather 
has  been  beautiful  up  to  Tuesday,  when  we  had 
nearly  a  day's  rain  which  will  do  an  immense  deal  of 
good,  and  on  Wednesday  (April  23)  there  was 
every  likelihood  of  a  further  downfall.  Not  so 
many  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  and  no  large 
take  of  trout  have  been  recorded.  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  caught  a  splendid 
brace  with  the  minnow  in  the  club  water 
Lower  Teme.  Several  others  caught  a  brace  or  two 
each  higher  up  the  river,  fly,  worm,  and  maggot 
being  used  successfully,  but  sport  very  slow. 
The  Malvern  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  on 
their  club  water  at  Laigh  Court  with  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Scorcher,  and  Mr.  A. 
Cotton,  fishing  undrr  the  weir  at  Worcester,  caught 
a  fine  bull  trout,  and  hooked  another  fine  one  (or  a 
salmon),  which  got  away.  The  run  of  salmon  this 
month  has  not  been  up  to  the  average,  and  the  nets 
have  not  done  very  well  in  this  district,  still  a  few 
good  fish  have  been  taken,  and  the  price  keeps  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  recent  rains  greatly  improved  angling  matters, 
and  there  has  been  fairly  good  sport  during  last  few 
days.  A  Richmond  report  states  that  in  two  outings 
a  sportsman  caught  thirty  trout,  which  weighed  131b., 
and  in  a  single  outing  another  captured  thirteen  trout, 
which  weighed  just  over  61b.  Waltonians  at  the  week- 
end regarded  the  prospects  in  the  Swale  and  tributaries 
as  splendid.  Some  grand  trout  have  also  been  taken 
in  the  Boroughbridge  lengths  of  the  Ure  with 
minnow.  A  Northallerton  angler,  who  has  fished  the 
Codbeck,  states  that  there  is  abundance  of  trout. 
The  river  Nidd  has  much  improved,  and  there  has 
been  fairly  good  sport.  The  rains  have  greatly  im- 
proved the  West  Riding  rivers.  The  best  reports  have 
come  from  the  Rye  and  its  tributaries,  some  remark- 
able kills  of  trout  being  recorded. 


American  Books  —a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  House  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THE  LONDON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCL\TION. 

Attended  by  delegates  from  fifty-seven  affiliated 
clubs,  the  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  this  flourish- 
ing association  was  held  on  Monday  night  (April  21) 
at   Cripplegato  Institute,   Golden-lane,  City.  The 
president  (.Vir.  Philip  Geen)  presided,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  the  vice-president,  was  also  present.  The 
annual  report  (which  was  taken  as  read)  and  statement 
of  ac^iounts  were  of  a  most  gratifying  description,  and 
testified  to  remarkable  progress  on  the  part  of  the 
association  during  the  past   twelve  months.  The 
following  are  extracts  from  the  report,  which  had 
been  signed  by  Mr.  Beckett  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee:—"The  membership   has   increased   by  the 
abnormal  number  of  G44,  and  we  take  this  as  indicating 
that  club  anglers  generally  are  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  our  doings.    The  association  can  now  be  said  to 
be  stronger  than  ever  it  has  been,  the  total  member- 
ship being  4404.    We  hope  that  by  continuing  to 
study  the  best  interests  of  anglers,  this  large  member- 
ship may  be  even  further    increased  during  the 
coming  season;   and   we  would  point  out  to  our 
members  how  desirable  it  is  in  their  best  interests 
to  do  all  they  can  to  urge  their  friends  to  take 
our  ticket.     By  presenting  a  united  front  we  are 
more  likely  to  retain  such  privileges  as  we  have,  while 
the  committee  have  their  hands  strengthened  in  seek- 
ing new  concessions  by  being  able  to  point  to  the 
large  membership  we  enjoy.    Those  who  fish  the  Lea 
and  Stort  have  still  this  association  alone  to  thank 
for  the  sport  they  enjoy.    We  have  spent  during  the 
past  year  £51  lis.  on  these  rivers,  which  includes 
special  gratuities  to  the  bailiffs  who  were  instrumental 
in  obtiiniog  the  two  convictions  for  illegal  fishing. 
Besides  actual  cash  expenditure  many  prominent 
members  of  the  association  devote  a  large  amount  of 
time  to  the  duties  of  honorary  bailiff.-:,  and  hold 
warrants  from  the  Lea  Conservancy.    We  have  heard 
it  urged  in  some  quarters  that  the  association  spends 
an  undue  proportion  of  its  income  on  these  eastern 
rivers,  but  we  would  point  out  that,  unhappily,  no 
other  angling  body  contributes  a  penny  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  fish  therein,  and  sight  should  not  be  lost  of  the 
fact  that  if  these  rivers  ceased  to  afford  sport  the  large 
army  of  anglers  frequenting  same  would  have  to  seek 
other  places  (most  probably  on  the  Thames),  which 
would  thereby  become  unduly  crowded.    In  spite  of  the 
large  sum  spent  on  the  Lea  and  Stort,  the  claims 
of  the  more  important  metropolitan  river — the  Thames 
— have  been  by  no  means  overlooked.    The  association 
has  contributed  more  largely  than  any  other  society  to 
the  preservation  and  restocking  of  L  ondon's  favourite 
river,  having  disbursed  to  the  various  bodies  carrying 
on  this  work  the  handsome  sum  of  £25,  while  the 
netting  fund  (amounting  to  over  £50),  to  which  we 
allocate  a  definite  proportion  of  our  income,  is  always 
available  in  the  event  of  a  netting  being  offered  which 
would  result  in  fish  being  obtained  for  this  or  any 
other  public  river."    Reference  is  also  made  in  the 
report  to  the  Thames  angling  rights  question,  which  the 
committee  considers  is  of  vital  importance  to  London 
anglers,  and  it  pledges  itself  that  it  shall  have  its 
most  serious  attention.    Special  thanks  are  accorded 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (secretary)  and  Mr.  Frank  Gray — 
the  former  for  his  untiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
association  and  its  members,  the  latter  for  the  inception 
of  the  championship  cup  trophy,  the  first  competition 
for  which  will  be  held  in  Coronation  year. 

Mr.  J.  Frei,  one  of  the  auditors,  gave  a  lucid 
statement  with  reference  to  the  balance-sheet,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted,  the  association  having  a 
balance  of  £105,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the 
netting  fund.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  Frei,  F.  East- 
wood, and  J.  W.  Martin,  were  accorded  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  for  their  services.  The  election  of  officers 
then  took  place:  Mr.  Geen  and  Mr.  Beckett  were 
re-elected  president  and  vice-president  re?pectively, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  secretary,  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Hea'd 
hon.  treasurer.  Other  elections  also  took  place,  a 
very  representative  general  committee  being  appointed. 
Representatives  on  the  A.B.S.  were  also  elected,  and 
Mr.  F.  Gray  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
society's  past  year's  work. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  Derry,  who  asked  a  question 
with  reference  to  the  Thames  angling  rights  cise,  Mr. 
Woodruff  (secretary)  stated  that  Mr.  Chubb  (secretary 
of  the  Thames  Preservation  League)  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  arrange  a  conference  with  the  riparian  owners. 
Mr.  Chubb  had  stated  to  him  that,  seeing  the  matter 
was  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  angling  public,  it 
was  not  advisable  that  it  should  be  rushed,  and  he 
advised  them  to  go  along  quietly  imtil  such  time  as  it 
was  ripe  for  further  development. 

Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  brought  up  the  subject  of  the 
association's  annual  dinner,  and  it  was  decided  to 
hold  it  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  a  Saturday 
during  the  close  season.  It  was  hoped  that  hundreds 
of  the  members  would  attend  the  festive  gathering. 
Messrs.  Osment,  Rowles,  Manning,  Abrahams,  aid 
Harris,  visiting  officers,  made  their  usual  reports, 
and  votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  the  vice- 
president,  and  others  concluded  a  splendid  meeting. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHIigrO   QUARTERS,  Sec. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAH  OH  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


S.  IftTALES. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


Swag  HoieljeimiJorGesleislilFe. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCHAWE. 

TAYCHREGCAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  April.  To 
save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early 
to  secure  rooms  and  boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Tei-ms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIKTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FI.SHING 
Free  to  the  Guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Fishing  commenced 
April  1.  Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  lAY,  KILUN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors;  charges: 
41  per  Salmon.  Pishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisby,  KiUin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tarifi  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBEIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  JUiddleaex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  ot  Pike, 
Eloach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Wains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Telsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Siza:s  OF  Fish. 

Pike,  18  inch.        1       Bream,  10  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        1       Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

rack  Fishing    2/6 

Closed   during  the  Fence  Season 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England 
Now  in  i's  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miles  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing  Closed  during- 
Fence  Months. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE 
SERVED  TROUT  STREAM 

.lust  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
opeu  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.       Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  foru-arded  on  ap2)livation, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frcnshara  Pond,  Surrey." 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Golf  Links,  Mineral  Swings 
and  Baths, 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Tront 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  uf 
the  best  Lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fisliing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  .Sligichan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fisliing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.  ra.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Tiip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  conneetion  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  river  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Incliard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse,  linlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  e.\cursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  Ac.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EvAN  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE  WORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  i)y  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Ci'ygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgau  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  re(|uest. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  INIay.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


Doneg-al  Hig-hlands. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  Co.  Donegal. 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing  on  Lakes  and  Streams  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boat- 
men for  Lakes.  Beautiful  Scenery. 
Terms  moderate.    Opened  1st  April. 

G.  B.  HILL,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rufus), 

SIMONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 

TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Pishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor, 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


HOTEL, 


FORTINGALL 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B, 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiaids;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarleig  of  C.T.C., 
Ac— Address,  Propbietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Percli,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Season 
opened  1st  February.   Terms  on  application. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHJYIADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fixhinr/  in  Jirljride.s  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Orer  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via.  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 

GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beavitifully  situated  on  the  Imiks  of  the  river  Dochart, 
Rurr'^unded  by  wild,  jiicturesque  and  romantic  sceneq' ; 
six  miles  froni  the  head  uf  Loch  Tay.  and  one  mile 
from  Lnili  fetation  on  tlie  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart,  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  modevHte  charges.  Parties 
Boarded,  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station, 

DONALD  McNAUGFlTON.  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  from 

WM.  EVANS.  • 
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iTofcs  from  iJ)c  Worif}. 

There  has  been  truly  a  fine  revival  in  sport  all  over 
the  North ;  not  that  the  baskets  are  large,  but  that 
there  are  bdskets  at  all. 


For  seven  or  eight  weeks  men,  "and  anglers  to 
boot,"  have  been  tr^iing  their  level  best  to  circumvent 
the  wiles  of  Salmo  salar  a,nd  SalmotriUta,  but  vyithout 
avail.  They  have  left  in  disgust,  and  now  a  time— if 
not  of  plenty,  at  least  of  some — of  sport  prevails. 

The  best  basket  in  the  north  of  Scotland  (outside 
salmon  anglers)  was  made  last  week  on  the  Ythan  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne.  In  a  few  hours  he  creeled  forty 
trout  scaling  201b.,  largest  21b  ,  and  on  another 
occasion  forty-eight  trout  of  same  average  weights. 
This  was  good  work,  but  the  credit  belongs  to  America 
and  Mr.  Clyne's  prowess. 


Casting  alongside  of  him,  on  the  same  water,  three 
more  anglers  had  not  three  fish  apiece.  His  fine  tackle 
and  casting  did  the  trick. 


A  very  fine  stretch  of  the  Dee  is  to  let  for  May.  In 
fact  many  waters  are  to  let  for  May,  and  this  is  to  be 
regretted,  as  I  firmly  believe  that  with  a  few  showers 
of  rain  (moderately  moist  weather)  May  this  year  will 
be  the  best  angling  month  all  over  the  North  that  we 
have  seen  for  years. 


The  King  has  let  his  Balmoral  waters  to  General 
Home,  a  splendid  fisher,  but  when  the  general  came 
north  last  week  he  only  got  one  fish;  no  wonder 
he  went  south  with  the  next  train  or  so. 


There  has  been  some  keen  competition  on  the 
certain  finnock  and  sea-trout  rivers  like  the  Ythan 
this  season  between  the  worm  and  the  fly,  and  all 
over  the  "  fur  and  feather  "  has  had  the  better  of  the 
garden  lure.  The  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  and 
Greenwell's  Glory  have  been  the  favourites. 


An  angler  on  the  Dee  had  a  glorious  run  with  a 
kelt  the  other  day.  It  cost  him  so  much  pleasure  {sic) 
that  he  resolved  co  keep  a  memento  of  the  "take." 
He  took  the  measurements,  then  the  head  and  tail, 
and  was  about  to  depart  rejoicing  when  a  watcher 
appeared  and  birred  further  progress.  Diplomacy 
came  to  the  rescue,  and  after  declaring  his  innocence, 
d  la  George  Washington,  he  was  let  off. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  of  the  C  istellion  Club,  Freeman  tie, 
America,  sails  this  week  for  home.  He  came  across 
to  learn  something  about  trout  breeding,  and  like  his 
friend,  the  Ambassador,  he  has  found  out  how  much 
better  they  do  things  across  there  than  at  home.  "  You 
breed  salmon  by  the  million  (ifter  seeing  the  Deeside 
Hatchery),  we  breed  them  by  the  twenty  million,  and 
don't  do  it  by  one-half  so  much  as  we  would  actually 
like,  or  as  experience  teaches  us  we  should." 

Special  Scotch. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  PYEENEES. 


Knowing  every  water  worth  fishing  in  the  Pyrenees, 
and  seeing  the  query  in  to-day's  Field,  I  am  delighted 
to  give  your  correspondent  any  information  he  may 
want  on  the  subject.  The  query  is,  to  my  idea, 
strangely  worded,  as  the  writer  mentions  the  river 
Gave  at  Argetes.  Gave  means  river  in  French,  and  I 
must  say  I  never  heard  of  Argetes.  I  know  of  a 
place  called  Arg^les,  where  I  am  in  the  habit  of  fishing 
every  summer  when  not  out  of  Europe  at  that  time  of 
the  year.  If  Argeles  is  meant  the  river  is  hardly 
worth  fishing.  In  May  you  may  kill  your  five  or  six 
brace  in  a  morning  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  but  they 
only  run  about  three  to  the  pound,  and  one  can  hardly 
rely  on  a  day  of  this  sort  more  than  once  or  twice  a 
week.  This  river  is  extensively  netted,  in  fact  every 
night,  and  the  fish  are  very  disturbed.  Another  great 
drawback  is  the  melting  snow,  for  you  are  just  on  the 
confines  of  the  highest  peaks  and  parts  of  the  Pyreneean 
range,  and  in  the  event  of  a  previous  heavy  winter 
snowfall  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  early  part 
of  July  the  rivers  are  unfishable.  My  fishing  from 
Argeles  has  always  been  done  in  June,  July,  and 
August  on  the  lakes  in  that  district.  There  are  two 
lakes,  totally  differing  from  one  another  in  respect 
of  size  of  fish.  The  Lac  d'Estaing,  about  three  hours' 
drive  from  Argeles  (  ost  of  carriage  25fr.,  equal  ±1— 
namely,  20fr.  the  tiap  and  5fr.  pour  boire,  or  tip  to  the 
coachman) ;  the  drive  back  only  occupies  one  and  a 
half  hours.  I  hold  that  this  lake  is  one  of  the  best 
pieces  of  water  I  have  ever  fished  on  in  Europe;  one 
is  always  certain  of  killing  from  thiriy  (minimuin)  to 
seventy  (maximum)  in  a  day  of,  say,  six  hours'  fishing. 
The  fish  are  small  and  run  three  to  the  pound,  but 
one  is  more  or  less  certain  of  one  or  two  good  fish.  I 
killed  one  last  summer  2ilb.,  and  have  always  got  a 
lib.  trout  or  two  in  my  basket.  The  lake  is  rented  by 
a  peasant  who  nets  it,  and  in  my  opinion  this  dees  it  | 


a  lot  of  good.  He  is  a  most  obliging  old  chap,  and 
will  let  you  fish  as  much  as  you  like,  and  you  can  eat 
your  lunch  under  his  roof.  He  will  cook  your  small 
fish  for  lunch,  and  will  be  delighted  to  see  you  again 
if  you  give  him  a  5fr.  piece.  He  considers  me  a  perfect 
wizard,  as  I  invariably  kill  more  with  my  rod  than  he 
does  with  his  nets  over-night.  I  have  always  fished 
this  lake  in  waders  (salmon),  but  they  are  not  really 
necessary  as  you  can  get  all  the  fishing  you  want  off 
the  bank.  Wet-fly,  any  kind,  provided  they  are  not  of 
a  very  bright  colour,  and  I  feel  sure  dry-fly  would 
do  as  well,  if  not  better  (small  hooks  are  essential). 
Argeles  has  capital  hotels ;  their  charges  are  lOfr.  a 
day,  an  extra  charge  for  baths,  7id.,  and  lighting  a 
trifle.  About  four  hours'  ride  over  a  rough  mountain 
path  from  Argeles  is  the  Lac  d'Isabi ;  here  you  have 
very  large  fish,  and  it  is  hard  to  hook  a  fish  under  Jib.  ; 
they  will  average  21b.,  and  you  should  be  sure  of  killing 
a  41b.,  51b.,  or  61b.  fish  every  time  you  went  there.  It 
is  a  nasty  place  to  get  to,  but  one  is  rewarded  when 
one  does.  The  lake  is  very  small,  and  the  fish  nearly 
all  salmon  trout.  Larger  flies  are  necessary  and  very 
much  stronger  tackle,  but  the  same  class  of  fly  in  regard 
to  colour  will  do.  Should  the  angler,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  limited  to  time,  and  desirous  of  confining 
himself  to  river  fishing,  he  should  try  Olorou,  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  from  Pau.  He  will  find  there  one  of 
the  finest  trout  rivers  in  the  world,  but  should  snow- 
water be  found  in  the  rivers  my  advice  is  to  leave  it 
alone.  If  one  Pyreneean  stream  contains  snow-water 
all  the  others  are  usually  in  the  same  condition. 
Arudy,  on  the  Eaux  Bonnes  line  from  Pau,  is  another 
Very  fine  stream ;  the  hotels  in  all  these  large  villages 
are  very  fair,  and  the  people  are  obliging.  Should  the 
traveller  try  either  of  those  lakes  I  mentioned  in  July, 
not  before,  he  should  not  attempt  to  fish  the  streams 
running  out  of  them,  as  they  are  netted  every  night. 
—A.  E.  Whalley,  10,  Russell  Chambers,  Bury-street, 
W.C.,  March  29.— Field. 


5Lettcv6  to  tbe  £bitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opimons 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


AGE  OP  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  your  kind  offer  of  sending  scaks  of 
carp  to  ascertain  age,  I  enclose  scales  from  tbe  centre 
of  body  as  you  directed,  and  shall  look  eagerly  in  my 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  desired  information.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Eist  Grinstead,  March  24.  J.  H.  Heard. 

[I  sent  the  scales,  which  are  one  inch  in  diameter, 
to  Herr  Jaffe,  the  German  authority  on  fish  culture, 
and  he  very  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  down  with  a 
bad  attack  of  influenza  again,  and  I  am  only  now  able 
to  take  up  correspondence  again.  The  fish  scales  you 
enclosed  are  those  of  a  carp  of  at  least  seven  years  of 
age,  may  be  much  more.  The  test  for  age  of  carp  by 
Ecale  formation,  published  a  little  time  ago  in  the 
Continental  fishing  papers,  is  not  conclusive  if  very  old 
fish  come  into  question.  I  have  myself  tested  very  old 
fish  of  well  known  age  by  it  and  found  it  inconclusive. 

"  I  have  sent  you  by  book  post  a  small  fishing  guide 
(or,  rather,  guide  to  fish  farming),  as  it  gives,  on 
pages  40  and  41,  typicil  pictures  (drawn  from  life)  of 
the  different  well  established  breeds  of  carp.  The 
names  ring  carp,  golden  carp,  mirror  carp  usually  used 
in  England  are  really  not  much  to  go  by.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  certain  very  well  established  local 
breeds  bred  to  certain  points  (mostly  very  quick 
growth,  small  head,  and  great  girth),  the  principal  of 
which  you  may  like  to  republish. 

"  Some  of  these  are  quite  without  scales,  or  with 
few  large  mirror  scales,  and  having  been  bred  to  these 
minor  points  for  centuries  are  most  unlikely  to  throw 
back  to  the  scaly  variety  (the  purest  of  these  non-scaly 
races  being  the  Bavarian  and  Loccum  variety).  Others, 
like  the  Galician  variety,  throw  back  far  more  easily 
to  the  scaly  parent  variety. 

"  The  points  most  aimed  at  are  very  high  and  fleshy 
back  (as  in  the  Bavarian  and  Loccum  variety),  or  a 
more  elongated  variety  (Galician  and  Lausitz),  but  in 
every  case  very  quick  growth  is  aimed  at. 

"  A  well  bred  carp  is  expected  to  come  up  to  Jib.  to 
lib.  in  the  second  year,  and  2lb.  to  4lb.  in  the  third. — 
Yours  truly,  "  S.  Jaffe. 

"  Rittergut  Sandfort,  Osnabriiek." 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Herr  Jaff6  for  the  book  and 
cuttings  sent,  which  I  hope  to  refer  to  at  some  future 
time. — Ed.] 


HENS  HATCHING  PISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Is  this  "the  original  lair"?  "The 
Harvest  of  the  Sea,"  by  James  G.  Bertram:  John 
Murray,  1865  "  When  the  proper  season  for  hatching 
arrives,  they  empty  a  hen's  egg,  by  means  of  a  small 
aperture,  sucking  out  the  natural  contents,  and  then, 
after  substituting  fish  spawn,  close  up  the  opening. 
The  egg  thus  manipulated  is  placed  for  a  few  days 


under  a  hen.  By-and-bye  the  shell  is  broken,  and  the 
contents  are  placed  in  a  vessel  of  water,  warmed  by 
the  heat  of  the  sun  only ;  the  eggs  speedily  burst,  and 
m  a  short  time  the  young  fish  are  able  to  be  trans- 
ported to  a  lake  or  river  of  ordinary  temperature, 
where  they  are,  of  course,  left  to  grow  to  maturity 
without  bjing  further  noiiced  than  to  have  a  little 
food  thrown  to  them." 

On  p.  70  the  author  says :  "  We  cannot  believe  all 
the  stories  we  hear  about  the  Chinese  mode  of  breeding 
fish,  they  are  so  evidently  exaggerated,  but  I  muse 
notice  one  particularly  ingenious  method  of  artificial 
hatching,  which  has  been  resorted  to  by  the  people  of 
China,  and  which  is  worth  noticing  as  a  piscicultural 
novelty,"  etc.— Yours  truly, 

T.  Wentwokth  Falconer. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Dear  Sir,— The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
I  have  just  received  from  a  warrior  son  of  mine,  who 
is  at  present  in  South  Africa,  dated  March  7  :  —  ' 

"  My  present  place  of  residence  is  a  fort  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  mighty  Vaal.  Every  morning  I  get  a 
fine  swim,  the  river  being  very  deep  and,  unlike  most 
African  streams,  very  slow  in  current.  Then  there  are 
a  great  many  fish  in  it,  mud  fish,  a  big  fish  with 
whiskers— the  chaps  here  call  them  barbel  -  and  eels. 
My  fishing  tackle  is  very  primitive,  the  hooks  I  made 
out  of  needles,  and  the  rod  is  a  driver's  whip-handle 
but  I  managed  to  land  one  of  7i[h.  weight  jesterday 
morning.  Sorry  to  say  it  came  out  very  easy,  without 
one  single  struggle  for  life,  so  there  was  not  much  fun. 
The  days  pass  along  very  pleasantly,  what  with  work 
and  swimming  and  fishing.  The  nights  are  the  worst 
as  there  are  so  many  mosquitoes  about." 

He  does  not  say  anything  about  its  edible  qualities, 
so  am  afraid  it  would  not  be  up  to  much.— Yours  truly[ 

Keeldar. 

P.S.— I  am  sure  I  condole  very  much  with  "  Mona  " 
in  the  mighty  strain  his  patience  has  been  put  to,  so 
pathetically  described  by  Mrs.  Mona.  I  can  only 
counsel  more  patience  and  still  more  patience. 
Everything  comes  to  him  who  works  and  wait.",  said 
the  great  "  B.  D.,"  and  no  doubt  "Mona"  will  be 
rewarded  with  a  401b.  lordly  Shannon  salmon  if  his 
patience  only  holds  out  "  long  enough." 


DEE-CARROG. 

Dear  Sir, — This  favourite  fiphing  village  perched 
high  above  the  liver  Dee  was  largely  resorted  to  for 
the  Easter  holidays.  As  for  mai^y  years  past,  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  clans  took  p'ace  ;  the  "  Three 
Macks"— the  McMawdsley's,  Mc  Dot  ell's,  aid 
McWainwright's— mustered  to  the  number  cf 'nearly 
fifty,  comprisiDg  apparently  three  generations.  This 
year,  however,  I  missed  the  benevolent  face  of  their 
worthy  old  chieftain,  but  hope  he  may  be  ppared  to 
lead  them  another  year.  Although  the  weather  was 
anything  but  favourable  all  the  party  seemed  to  make 
the  best  of  it,  for  whilst  some  of  the  sterner  sex  were 
busy  with  the  rod,  others  accompanied  the  ladies  in 
their  daily  rambles  along  the  lanes  and  river  banks  or 
whiled  the  time  away  in  pleasant  interchaufcj  of 
visits  to  each  other's  laageis. 

The  well-known  Grouse  Hotel  was  full  to  over- 
flowing, and  so  also:was  the  worthy  hostess's  (Mrs 
Wilcox)  adjoining  villa,  with  visitors  who  bad  but 
one  object  in  view— namely,  fishing.  Amongst  them 
were  four  of  the  white  cravat  order,  and  more 
enthusiastic  anglers  it  would  be  impossible  to  find. 

The  river,  however,  was  much  itoo  high  and  the 
temperature  too  cold  for  successful  fishing  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week  and  little  was  done,  but  later  on  the 
water  fell  considerably  and  gave  all  a  better  chance. 
Mr.  Amos  Williams,  Mr.  Swainson,  and  several  others 
had  some  nice  fish  on  one  or  two  days,  and  one  of 
the  clerics  (Mr.  Sparrow)  by  sheer  perseverance  and 
defiance  of  the  elements  had  three  good  baskets  of 
trout  up  to  Jib.  The  writer  also  did  fairly  well 
considering  the  tempestuous  weather,  getting  amongst 
others  two  of  Jib.  each,  and  one  of  those  rarities  of  the 
Dee,  a  full-pounder  trout  in  splendid  condition,  with 
a  Blue  Dun,  which  with  the  March  Browns  were  the 
most  taking  flies. — Yours  truly, 

An  Old  Dee  Asgleb. 


FUNGUS  ON  GOLD-FISH. 
Dear  Sir,— Having  been  an  aquarium  keeper  for 
twenty-five  years,  perhaps  a  word  of  advice  from  me 
to  your  correspondent  who  complains  of  fungus  having 
attacked  his  fish  may  be  of  service.  Three  years  after 
starting  my  aquarium  all  my  fish  were  badlv  affected 
by  a  fimgoid  disease  such  as  he  describes,  which  in  my 
case  was  caused  by  overcrowding.  I  cured  my  fish 
thus :  First,  I  removed  them  from  the  aquarium  and 
placed  them  in  fresh  water,  to  which  I  added  a  lump 
of  common  table  salt,  the  size  of  two  wolnuts,  to  each 
gallon,  and  for  six  days  added  to  this  water  one  lump 
of  salt  of  the  size  of  one  walnut.  At  the  eud  of  that 
time,  the  water  looking  very  unpleasant,  I  threw  it 
away  and  repeated  the  process,  and  so  da  capo  until 
all  sign  of  the  disease  had  left  the  fish.  The  fish 
affected  were  tench,  gold-fish,  and  bronze  carp.  The 
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aquarium  should  be  scrubbed  out  with,  a  strong  solution 
of  salt  and  water,  and  all  weeds,  etc.,  thrown  away. 
There  is  no  more  likely  way  of  producing  this  fungus 
than  by  over-feeding.  Any  food  that  remains  uneaten 
in  the  aquarium  decomposes,  ard  this  fungus  quickly 
appears.  I  may,  x^erhaps,  add  that  the  Sussex  Pisca- 
torial Society  had  a  considerable  number  of  rainbow 
trout  so  badly  affected  by  fungus  that  their  fins  were 
in  many  instances  eaten  partially  away.  These  fish  I 
have  had  in  pure  sea  water  for  four  months,  and 
though  a  few  died  the  great  majority  are  now  in  very 
fine  order,  and  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium, 
will  be  pleased  to  show  them  at  any  time. — Yours 
truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 


FUNGUS  ON  GOLD-FISH. 

Deae  Sib, — If  "  Waters  "  will  take  advice  based  on 
experience  I  would  recommend  him  to  destroy  the 
remaining  gold-fish,  thoroughly  diiinfect  his  aquarium 
(say  with  Jeyes'  Compound),  taking  care  it  is  cleaned 
afterwards,  and  begin  again.  I  have  kept  gold  and 
other  coarse  fish  for  years  in  a  large  tank,  and  I  have 
found  that  when  once  fungus  gets  hold  the  fish  (like 
the  Irishman's  pig)  had  to  be  killed  to  save  their  lives. 

I  have  sometimes  cured,  or  at  least  relieved,  in- 
dividual fish  by  taking  them  out  and  covering  the 
affected  part  with  finely-powdered  table  salt ;  but,  as 
your  correspondent  no  doubt  knows,  the  fungus  growth, 
though  very  conspicuous  when  the  fish  is  in  the  water, 
is  not  so  noticeable  when  one  takes  the  fish  out,  and 
it  is  very  easy  to  miss  spots.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
disease  is  in  the  water  or  is  communicated  from  fish 
to  fish,  but  I  do  know  that  when  once  it  appeared  it 
was  diflioult  if  not  impossible  to  save  any  fish. — Yours 
truly,  T,  Bkown. 


TEOLLING  FOR  SALMON. 
Deae  Sie, — It  was  just  last  night,  I  think,  I  heard 
my  little  girl  say,  in  her  quaint,  sententious  manner, 
that  "everything  comes  to  him  who  waits,"  only  she 
said  "  her "  instead  of  "him."  I  have  been  waiting 
and  wondering  how  I  could,  with  any  pardonable 
excuse,  reply  to  Mrs.  "Mona's"  sarcastic  wee  wail 
from  the  Shannon  (in  your  issue  of  April  5),  and  offer 
a  balm  to  her  despairing  piscatorial  little  heart. 
Here  it  is,  Mrs.  Mona,  and  may  you  be  inspirited  to 
persevere  against  bad  luck,  for  "everything  comes," 
etc.  These  are  the  facts,  sir,  and  I  would  not 
trouble  you  were  they  not  in  some  respects  unique, 
and,  of  course,  we  all  know  how  you  like  to  hear  of 
big  fish. 

"Just  landed  a  32-pounder,"  runs  the  telegram  I 
had  handed  to  me  on  Saturday  night  on  returning 
from  a  two  hours'  outing  o  i  our  club's  little  trouting 
water,  not  a  hundred  miles  from  here.  To  say  that  I 
felt  proud  of  and  was  delighted  with  my  club-fellow's 
success  falls  far  short  of  what  I  experienced.  And 
to-day,  on  meeting  my  friend— he  is  Mr.  Duncan 
Fisher  (a  member  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Asso- 
ciation), of  Mount  Florida,  Gla.«gow,  and  Yew  Cottage, 
Gartocharn,  and  learning  the  particulars  of  his 
prowess,  why,  delight  is  swallowed  in  astonishment. 

He  had  gone  out  in  his  boat,  with  his  wife  as 
"boatman,"  on  Saturday  afternoon,  for  the  first  time 
this  season  (first  time,  "  Mrs.  M."),  and  in  ten  minutes 
a  salmon  took  his  gudgeon  I  Then  the  fun  began. 
Fifty  yards  of  line  out  behind,  and  away  went  Salar 
with — well,  Mr.  Fisher  says  he  saw  the  bottom  of  his 
reel,  and  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  of 
good  "  Theaker  "  silk  thereon.  "  'Bout  boat  and  strain 
on  1  Slack  line,  he's  gone  I  "  Not  twenty  yards  from 
the  boat  a  salmon  rises  and  flounders,  then  off  he 
goe.5,  and  for  a  full  hour  he  keeps  under  water.  Round 
Balmaha  Bav  he  takes  the  couple.  "  I  asked  my 
wife,"  Mr.  Fisher  said,  "if  she  could  hang  on." 
"Hang  on,"  said  she,  "all  night,  if  it's  necessary." 
It  wasn't  necessary,  however;  in  something  less  than 
two  hours  the  fish  was  in  the  boat,  neatly  gaffed  by 
Mr.  Fisher,  his  14-ft.  bamboo  rod  in  hand,  too,  now, 
alas  1  bent  as  a  reaping  hook.  And  they  fell  upon 
Salar  and  wept — no,  they  gave  him  his  cmqi  de  grdce. 
But  he  weighed  .361b.  this  morning,  not  32lb  ,  as  the 
potato  scales  of  the  village  indicated  on  Saturday.  A 
clean,  fresh-run  spring  salmon  of  44Jin.  long,  with  a 
girth  of  24  in.,  making  what,  I  believe,  is  the  record 
salmon  taken  by  rod  and  line  on  Loch  Lomond — most 
assuredly  the  record  under  the  unique  circumstances, 
with  a  stiff  south  south  east  moaning  wind  and  rain, 
blowing  as  it  only  can  blow  up  the  loch  to  Balmaha. 

I  understand  a  photo  has  been  takt n  of  Mrs.  Fisher 
and  her  fis-h,  and  if  I  can  induce  "  the  good  man  "  and 
truest  of  true  anglers  to  let  me  have  two  copies,  well, 
I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  one  of  them. — Yours  truly, 
W.  Jounston:e  Foefar. 

Walton  Angling  Club,  April  21. 


THE  MEAVY  SALMON. 
Deae  Sib, — I  don't  think  I  ever  said  it  was  a  "good 
proportioned  fish."  That  is  one  of  Mr.  Roe's  imagina- 
tions. His  remarks  about  my  expert  evidence  of 
twenty  years  ago  is  also  incorrect.  My  evidence  was 
based  upon  the  state  of  the  internal  organs  of  the 
so-called  "kelt,"  and  I  proved  my  case.    The  bar  of 


silver  episode  is  purely  his  own  invention,  for  which 
he  is  so  rioted.  I  should  not  call  a  fish  18J  inches  in 
the  girth  as  "  thin  as  a  whip  snake,"  but  this  is  from 
a  chip  of  the  old  block. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Roe  will  say  that  the  three  salmon 
fairly  hooked  and  landed  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dart  (reported  by  you)  were  all  back  fish.  Happily,  or 
unhappily,  Mr.  Roe  is  too  well  known  here  among  the 
fishermen,  so  you  must  excuse  my  not  wasting  any 
more  time  with  him. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heaedee, 
Distributor  of  salmon  and  trout 
195,  Union-street,  licences  for  the  district. 

Plymouth. 

[There  was  nothing  in  the  size  of  the  fish  to  prove 
it  was  not  fresh  run. — Ed.] 


WHICH  IS  THE  BEST  SPECIMEN? 

Deae  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  give  your  decision 
which  are  the  two  largest  fish  of  two  members.  Mr. 
A  has  specimens  lib.  4Joz.  and  lib.  IJo?.  Mr.  B  has 
specimens  lib.  SJoz.  and  lib.  IJoz.  The  prize  con- 
cerned was  given  for  the  two  largest  roach  taken  by 
any  one  member  during  the  season,  no  gross  weight  to 
decide. — Y'ours  truly,        F.  C.  Rogers,  Secretary. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society. 

[A  has  the  two  best  fish,  his  lib.  4^oz.  roach  beating 
the  lib.  3Joz.  by  l^oz.,  and  his  lib.  IJoz.  only  losing 
by  Joz.  Therefore,  taken  collectively,  A  has  loz.  to 
the  good  on  the  gross,  and  he  wins  decidedly  on  the 
best  (heaviest)  individual  fish.] 


SCOTTISH  TROUT  POACHED  FOR  LONDON 
MARKETS. 

Deae  Sir, — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  contributions  are  no 
doubt  always  read  with  great  interest  by  your  sub- 
scribers and  readers  generally,  even  when  he  lets  fling 
at  the  edible  qualities  of  the  so-called  bull-trout,  but 
I  do  not  think  he  is  quite  right  in  saying  "  English 
sportsmen  have  no  idea  how  much  of  this  kind  of 
thing  (poaching)  goes  on  in  Scotland." 

In  this  bit  of  an  island  many  more  anglers  go  from 
the  south  to  the  sporting  northern  end,  Scotland, 
than  from  north  to  south.  It  is,  after  all,  only  one 
island,  and  the  great  pity  is  that,  for  political  reasons, 
the  Fishery  Acts  are  not  the  same  all  over — witness 
the  stupid  Solway  Acts. 

By  this  time  we  all  know  the  doubtful  value  of 
fishery  acts  generally,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  but  for  the  Fishmongers'  Company  of  London 
few  fish  of  the  salmon  kind  would  now  be  caught  in 
many  parts  of  England,  Ireland,  or  Wales.  The 
company  pay  inspectors  to  attend  all  the  principal 
English  fish  markets  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible 
illegal  consignments. 

If  anyone  in  Scotland  wishes  to  stop  illegal  fishing 
in  the  close  time,  it  is  only  necessary  to  notify  the 
company,  giving  as  much  information  as  possible, 
such  as  name  of  senders  and  destination  of  boxes. 
This  company  has  special  acts  and  charters  covering, 
I  believe,  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
when  a  year  or  so  since  they  tried  to  proceed  against 
the  senders  in  Scotland,  in  cases  about  which  there 
was  little  doubt,  they  were  thwarted  and  refused 
summonses  by  one  of  the  Scottish  sheriffs.  After  all 
the  sheriff  perhaps  acted  for  the  best,  since  if  the 
company  had  gone  on  with  the  cases  hardly  anyone 
would  have  been  safe  in  some  districts. 

This  illegal  fishing  is  a  big  trade,  esperially  to 
France,  and  boxes  with  a  layer  on  top  of  haddocks  or 
other  sea  fish  are  sent  south  all  the  winter. — Yours 
faithfully,    G.  E.  Case. 


PARASITES  IN  SMELTS. 

Deae  Sib, — Having  read  your  paper  for  many  years, 
I  trouble  you  for  the  first  time  re  above. 

To-day  I  bought  some  smelts,  which  were  perfectly 
fresh,  the  eye  and  scales  of  each  being  quite  bright. 

But  after  some  time  I  saw  that  several,  I  may  say 
many,  of  the  fish  had  a  small  worm  of  some  kind 
working  its  way  out  of  the  vent  of  the  fish.  Is  this 
peculiar  to  the  fish,  or  are  all  fishes  subject  to  an 
internal  parasite  ? 

They  were  about  half  an  inch  long,  and  what 
seemed  to  be  the  head  end  was  thicker  than  the  other 
part  of  the  worm.  I  had  not  got  a  microscope,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  sides  or  edges  of  the  worm 
were,  so  to  speak,  ringed  liked  the  common  garden 
worm.  Will  jou  kindly  let  me  know  the  name  of  this 
little  gentleman  that  I  may  look  up  his  history,  as  I 
did  not  fancy  the  fish  afier  that. — Yours  faithfully. 

Jack  Wilson. 

[Sorry  I  cannot  identify  the  "  little  gentleman," 
but  there  are  so  many  different  kinds,  and  whether 
they  are  harmless  to  man  or  not  I  say  cook  them 
thoroughly.— Ed.]   


GOOD  WATERPROOFS  .WANTED. 
Deae  Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  kindly  advise 
me  as  to  what  is  the  best  means  to  adopt  to  keep  one's 
"  seat "  dry  when  boat  fishing  (not  the  boat's  seat)  ? 
Oilskins  are  effective,  but  so  harsh  and  uncomfortable. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  P.  Booth,  jj^ 


FISHING  ON  THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  heard  that  there  is  very  good 
coarse  fishing  to  be  obtained  on  the  Ouse  in  Bedford- 
shire. Should  any  of  your  readers  know  anything 
about  it  and  would  kindly  give  me  the  benefit  of  their 
advice  as  to  a  good  locality,  I  should  be  very  glad.  If 
the  place  is  out  of  the  run  of  the  usual  Loudon  angler 
as  regards  station  and  payment  so  much  the  better. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  H. 


JACK-A-NAPES  FISHING  FOR  CRABS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  "The  Harvest  of  the  Sea,"  by  James 
G.  Bertram,  p.  886,  is  the  following:  "The  monkeys  in 
the  West  Indies  are,  however,  still  more  ingenious 
than  the  '  fisher  loons '  of  Arran  and  Skye.  Those 
wise  animals,  when  they  take  a  notion  of  dining  on  a 
crab,  proceed  to  the  rocks,  and  slyly  insinuating  their 
tail  into  one  of  ihe  holes  where  the  Crustacea  take 
refuge,  that  appendage  is  at  once  seized  on  by  the 
crab,  who  is  thereby  drawn  from  his  hiding-place,  and 
being  speedily  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  hard  stone 
affords  a  fine  feast  to  his  captor."  These  monkeys 
must  surely  be  of  a  brass  tail  species  1 — Yours  truly, 
T.  Wentwoeth  Falconer. 


ANGLING  QUERIES. 

Deae  Sie, — On  reading  the  admirable  articles  on 
"  Spring  Salmon  Fishing  in  Glen  Lyon,"  by  Mr.  Geen, 
I  see  in  his  notes  on  Sulking  Pool  (p.  201,  fourth 
sentence)  he  says:  "Therefore  you  must  cast  from 
well  up  stream,  against  which  the  fishe's  vision  does 
not  penetrate  far."  Can  Mr.  Geen  say  how  far  ?  How. 
does  this  statement  compare  with  Mr.  H.  R.  Francis's 
article,  "Fine  and  Far  Off,"  in  the  Badminton 
Volume  ?  Of  course,  Mr.  Geen  is  writing  of  salmon  ■ 
and  Mr.  Francis  of  trout,  but  I  suppose  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  seeing  powers  of  both  are  pretty 
equal.  I  think  that  Mr.  Geen,  in  making  this  state- ' 
ment,  has  touched  on  a  very  interesting  question. 

Might  I  ask  another '?  Why  do  our  up-to-date 
angling  writers,  when  speaking  of  "a  shoal  of  fish," 
say  "a  school  of  fish."  Tho  former  word  is  used  by 
Francis  Day  in  his  "  British  Salmonidte,"  and  by 
other  writers  of  equal  note.  Did  they  do  so  through . 
ignorance  of  the  proper  term  to  use  ?  I  shall  be 
delighted  to  have  enlightenment  on  these  subjects.— 
Yours  truly,  H.  B. 


QUERIES  ABOUT  LOUGH  DERG. 
Deae  Sie,— I  am  going  to  Lough  Derg  for  some 
dapping  about  May  20,  which  I  understand  is  the 
average  date  on  which  the  May  Fly  appears  on  that 
lake,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  could  give 
me  some  information  on  the  following  points  : — 

I.  Is  Lough  Derg  equally  good  all  over  the  lake  for 
dapping,  or  is  one  part  better  than  another  ? 

II.  Can  you  tell  me  the  name  of  a  good  hotel  at  the 
place  at  which  it  is  best  to  make  one's  headquarters, 
one  which  is  on  the  shore  of  tho  lough  preferred  ? 

III.  In  going  by  steamer  from  Athlone  to  Lough 
Derg  can  you  tell  me  a  good  hotel  to  stop  at  at 
Banagher,  or  is  there  any  other  place  on  the  Shannon 
which  you  would  recommend  in  preference  for  trout 
fishing  ? 

IV.  The  names  of  a  few  of  the  best  trout  flies  for 
the  lakes  in  South  of  Ireland  during  the  month  of 
June,  and  whether  large  or  small  flies  are  used  ? — 
Yours  truly,  J.  E.  S. 

CROSS-LINE  FISHING  IN  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Deae  Sie, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will 
kindly  inform  us  in  the  FisJdiig  Gazette  why  it  is  that 
cross-line  fishing  is  now  illegal.  Personally,  I  am 
glad  that  it  is  so,  but  it  is  difficult  not  to  feel  for  the 
poor  fishermen  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib  and 
elsewhere  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  livelihood 
by  cross-line  fishing,  whilst  the  landowners  around, 
some  of  them  millionaires,  such  as  Lord  Ardilaun,  etc., 
are  allowed  by  law  to  destroy  salmon  and  trout  in 
thousands  by  netting.  The  number  of  fish  killed  by 
the  cross-lines  were  infinitesimal  compared  with  the 
quantities  of  fish  destroyed  by  the  nets.  Is  it  a  case 
of  one  law  for  the  rich  man  and  another  for  the  poor 
man  ?    The  law  is  not  always  just. — Yours  truly. 

Fiat  Justitia. 
[Cross-line  fishing  is  made  illegal  because  it  is  so 
deadly  that  it  ruins  a  fishery  in  time. — Ed.] 

TROUT  PISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

Deae  Sie, — It  will  greatly  oblige  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  name  where  to  go  in  Scotland  in 
May  for  trout  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  MacInnes. 


TROUT    FISHING  NEAR  LYNTON  WANTED. 

Deae  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  tell  me  if  I  can  get  good 
trout  fishing  at  Lynton,  if  permission  is  required  or 
ticket,  where  it  is  obtained,  size  of  trout,  and  where 
reasonable  accommodation  can  be  had  (hotel  or 
otherwise).  I  propose  to  go  there  in  June.- Yours 
faithfully,  W.  G.  Berks. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contentt,  see  page  305.] 

The  Fishing  Gazbtte  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


THE  COMING  MAY  FLY  SEASON. 
I  SHALL  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  my  readers 
who  will  send  word  when  they  notice  the  May  Fly 
begin  to  appear  in  their  district. 

The  First  May  Fly  I  have  Seen  this  Year. 
Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  sends  me  a  Green  Drake 
caught  on  Thursday,  April  24,  near  Wareham— the 
wings  a  beautiful  olive  green.    I  hope  he  is  the 
foreflyer  of  a  great  May  Fly  season. 

A  Note  about  the  Glommen  Eiver,  etc. 

The  accompanying  letter,  written  by  a  courier 
who  with  his  employer  took  the  Trondbjem- 
Christiania  railway  on  their  return  from  salmon 
fishing,  gives  some  slight  description  of  some  of  the 
fishing  stations  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Glommen. 
I  have  heard  the  fishing  in  these  extensive  waters 
near  the  Swedish  frontier  very  highly  spoken  of, 
but  all  our  information  dates  several  years  back, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  some  later  news  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  April  23 
re  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Glommen, 
I  have  fished  the  river  Eena  with  Mr.  C.  on  two 
occasions  in  different  seasons,  but  lonly  for  a  few 
days  each  time ;  as  far  as  I  remember  it  was  in 
1881  and  1883,  the  fishing  then  being  very  good. 
We  were  there  the  latter  part  of  August.  The 
time  we  fished  was  not  good  because  the  river  was 
too  low,  but  we  caught  a  good  many  trout  and 
grayling  ;  there  was  also  pike.  I  cannot  remember 
how  many  we  caught,  but  I  thought  the  fishing 
very  good ;  we  got  fish  up  to  31b.,  but  the  people 
told  us  they  had  caught  them  much  bigger,  and 
some  days  they  had  brought  home  from  501b.  to 
701b.  of  fish.  A  gentleman  named  Mr.  P.  was 
fishing  there  the  year  we  were  there,  and  the 
people  told  us  that  he  used  to  come  every  summer. 
One  day  as  Mr.  C.  and  I  were  fishing  I  hooked  a 
trout,  when  another  and  bigger  one  swallowed  it 
up  to  the  middle  and  stuck  to  it  with  his  teeth. 
The  name  of  the  farm  at  which  we  stayed  is  Losset, 
and  is  two  Norsk  miles  from  the  nearest  railway 
station,  Stenvegen  in  Osterdalen.  The  house  on 
the  farm  is  much  bigger  than  Eodland's  Hotel ; 
everything  kept  clean,  and  accommodation  good. 


As  the  farm  is  surrounded  by  forest,  they  will 
probably  have  some  mosquitoes,  but  no  flics. 

"  If  a  fisherman  would  try  the  river  liena,  and 
he  takes  the  train  north,  I  would  advise  him  to 
leave  it  at  Rena  station,  because  it  is  better  to  get 
horses  from  there  than  from  Stenvegen,  but  it  is 
three  Norsk  miles  to  Losset.  And  if  he  comes 
from  Trondhjem  he  can  leave  the  train  at  Kop- 
pang,  and  drive  to  Akre  station,  three  Norsk  miles  ; 
from  there  it  is  three  kilometres  to  Aashum  by 
Storsjoem,  a  big  lake  thirty-five  kilometres  long  ; 
from  Aashum  we  took  steamboat  to  Sjobonden, 
three  kilometres  from  Losset. 

"  The  first  time  Mr.  0.  and  I  fished  the  river 
Eena  we  left  the  train  at  Stenvegen,  but  we  had 
some  difficulty  to  get  horses ;  the  second  time  we 
drove  from  Koppang.  The  river  is  bigger  than  the 
Bolstad,  but  does  not  run  so  swift;  there  are  long 
pools.  Fishing  always  from  a  boat.  The  Rena 
runs  into  the  Glommen  near  Eena  station,  and 
there  are  two  very  nice  bridges  over  the  two  rivers. 
— Yours  truly,  "Nils." 
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SoirB  Notes  from  a  S.\lmon  Angler. 
The  following  note  from  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  who 
is  fishing  on  the  Boyne,  will  interest  many  of  my 
readers  : — ■ 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston,— You  ask  me  in  yours  of 
April  10,  what  is  the  length  of  my  average  working 
cast  ?  When  using  the  Nottingham  reel,  in  spin- 
ning for  salmon,  I  should  say  about  30  to  35  yards, 
but  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  bait  and  the 
amount  of  weight,  and  whether  the  wind  is  at 
one's  back  or  in  one's  face.  I  have  little 
doubt  that  under  favourable  conditions  and 
with  a  fairly  heavy  bait,  such  as  one  would 
use  in  the  early  spring,  that  I  could  without 
difficulty  get  out  40  yards,  but  I  have  never 
measured  what  distance  I  can  cast;  I 
J  should,  however,  think  that  30  to  35  yards 
would  be  a  fair  average.  It  is  not  alto- 
gether distance  that  leads  to  success,  it  is 
a  clean  cast,  by  which  I  mean  the  bait 
falling  well  in  front  of  the  lead,  and  at  an 
angle  of  60  degrees,  same  as  in  making  a 
cast  with  a  fly.  If  the  bait  falls  clean  and 
_  straight,  it  commences  to  instantly  work, 
Jc.  whereas  if  thrown  in  a  heap  a  lot  of  wasted 
ground  is  covered ;  it  is  specially  in  this 
respect  that  I  prefer  the  '  Nottingham  '  reel 
to  any  other;  the  line  is  so  much  more 
easily  controlled,  in  fact  it  is  just  as 
necessary  for  the  line  to  shoot  out  straight 
at  the  end  of  the  cast  in  spinning  as  it  is  in 
fishing  the  fly.  Many  people  prefer  to  use 
one  large  lead,  but  I  have  for  many  years 
discarded  that— I  prefer  to  use  the  spiral 
grooved  leads,  l.iin.  long,  putting  on  the 
number  the  depth  and  power  of  the  current 
demands.  For  example,  I  have  one  stream 
here  which  when  in  ply  requires  at  its 
head  two  of  these  leads,  and  three  or  four 
shot  similar  to  the  enclosed  sample  placed 
between  the  leads  as  sketched  by  me.  A 
little  further  down  the  stream  it  requires 
three  leads,  and  in  the  deepest  and  strongest 
part  I  have  to  use  four,  and  as  I  get  to  the 
tail  of  the  stream  I  have  to  reduce  the 
weight  to  one  lead  and  two  shot.  These 
spiral  leads  were  quite  a  godsend,  as  they 
dealt  with  a  difficulty  I  had  previously 
experienced  in  adjusting  the  weight  of  lead  ; 
before  they  came  in  I  used  to  use  a  per- 
forated lead  about  2in.  long,  and  made  the 
other  adjustments  by  means  of  shot,  such 
as  the  one  sent  to  you ;  this,  however, 
necessitated  quite  a  large  number  of  shot 
on  the  line,  which  took  time  to  get  ofl'  or 
put  on,  although  I  always  have  a  pair  of 
shot  pliers  in  my  waistcoat  pocket. 

"  The  '  Silex '  is,  as  stated  in  my  last,  a 
beautiful  bit  of  machinery,  and  has  advan- 
tage over  the  Nottingham  reel  in  being 
lighter  and  taking  considerably  less  weight 
in  getting  the  initial  movement  in  the 
casting,  but  the  defect  is  its  delicacy. 
It  is  so  difficult  to  avoid  accidents,  especially  in 
fishing  a  river  with  rocky  banks,  and  in  getting 
boatmen  and  fishermen  to  be  as  careful  as  oneself. 
The  slightest  fall  necessitates  its  being  returned  to 
the  maker,  and  I  have  found  that  Messrs.  Hardv 
Bros,  reduce  the  weight  of  their  reels  to  too  great 
an  extent.  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co.  wisely  adhere  to 
stronger  patterns  ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  beat,  in 
my  judgment.  Hardy's  steel  centred  split-cane  fly 


I'ods  for  heavy  fish,  if  they  are  thoroughly  well 
cared  for.  I  have  had  my  favourite  rod  thirteen 
years,  and  it  is  as  straight  as  the  day  I  purchased 
it,  but  I  always  sent  it  once  a  year  to  be 
varnished  and  thoroughly  overhauled ;  the  cost 
is  not  great,  it  keeps  the  rod  in  perfect  con- 
dition, and  I  fear  if  I  were  to  say  how  many 
salmon  it  has  landed  that  I  might  be  credited  with 
the  gift  of  an  angler's  imagination.  Speaking  of 
this  rod  reminds  me  that  one  should  never  lend  a 
favourite  rod  to  anyone.  Some  years  ago,  the 
lessee  of  an  adjoining  fishing  complained  bitterly 
about  Messrs.  Farlow's  split-cane  rods,  saying  that 
he  had  been  obliged  to  return  two  or  three  of 
them  owing  to  their  giving  way  in  the  bottom 
part.  One  day  he  came  up  to  me  as  I  was  about 
to  fish  a  favourite  stream,  and  as,  owing  to  the 
drought,  his  own  fishery  was  doing  badly,  I  sug- 
gested that  he  should  take  my  rod  and  fish  the 
stream  down.  Before  he  had  made  half-a-dozen 
casts  I  was  in  deadly  fear  that  my  rod  would  also 
have  to  be  relegated  to  the  fate  of  the  defunct 
Farlow  ones,  and  I  was  truly  thankful  when  the 
stream  was  fished  down,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that 
had  he  used  this  rod  for  two  or  three  days  it 
could  not  possibly  have  stood  the  punishment  he 
submitted  it  to.  He  did  not  lift  the  line  at  the 
end  of  the  cast,  but  dragged  it  by  main  force  out  of 
the  water  and  let  the  rod  go  to  nearly  the  horizontal 
behind  his  back,  and  I  could  see  the  rod  almost 
bending  to  an  acute  angle  immediately  above  the 
cork  grip  ;  indeed,  the  varnish  had  cracked  in  quite 
a  number  of  places  for  about  a  foot  above  the  grip. 
This  illustrates  my  saying  that  one  should  never 
lend  a  favourite  fly  rod  to  anyone. 

"  This  has  been  the  most  unsatisfactory  spring  I 
can  remember  for  twenty  years.  It  is  curious,  but 
I  cannot  hear  of  a  single  river  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland  or  Ireland  in  which  there  has  been  a 
satisfactory  March  run  of  fish.  We  here  are  still 
catching  February  fish,  now  turning  brown,  but  of 
course  clean,  good  fish.  To  a  beginner  or  a  '  fly ' 
man  it  is  useless  wasting  time.  It  is  only  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  water,  every  stone  in  it, 
and  unremitting  patience  that  one  can  get  fish. 

"  We  have  not  had  a  single  flood  since  the  season 
opened,  but  a  number  of  little  dirty  eight  to  ten 
inch  rises,  which  brought  down  road  washings  and 
peat  bog  water.  We  want  a  good  three  to  four 
feet  flood  to  wash  all  the  filth  away,  and  to  run 
clear  when  big.  But  the  '  Emerald  '  Island  is  to 
me,  at  least,  a  snare.  We  get  more  wet  in  England, 
so  they  write  me  from  home. 

"  Well,  you  see  what  '  grunters  '  people  get. 
Here  I  am — no  care,  no  worry  (but  my  own  inherent 
bad  temper  and  a  touch  of  liver),  have  my  line  in 
water  all  daj',  and  still  growling,  although  I  played 
four  fish  yesterday  and  landed  three  of  91b.,  171b., 
and  221b.  What  has  specially  aggravated  me  this 
season  has  been  that  in  my  desire  to  provide  sport 
for  friends,  only  able  to  get  away  for  a  few  days,  I 
have  on  three  occasions,  on  the  strength  of  heavy 
rain,  rising  water,  and  every  prospect  of  a  good  spate, 
telegraphed  them  to  come  at  once,  and  in  each 
instance  before  they  got  here  the  weather  cleared, 
and  the  resulting  little  dirty  freshes  combined  with 
hard  east  winds  and  frosty  nights  proved  fatal 
to  decent  sport.  Fishing  in  Ireland  will  never  im- 
prove until  the  nets  are  reduced  to  four  days  per 
week,  or  we  get  a  cycle  of  wet  years  as  1878  to 
1890.  For  twelve  years  past  we  have  had  nothing 
but  hot  dry  summers  and  water  famines.  The  poor 
grilse  and  peal  just  come  into  the  tidal  portions  of 
the  rivers  and  get  swept  out  by  the  terrible  nets. 
The  only  river  in  which  the  salmon  have  kept  up 
is  the  Yorks  Esk,  and  there  they  have  no  netting 
in  the  river  and  a  playground  for  a  considerable 
distance  at  mouth  of  same. 

"  I  fancy  your  '  dry  fly '  fishing  must  still  be 
poor,  due  to  the  east  winds.  We  have  had  a  grand 
show  of  Olive  Duns  here  for  past  week,  and  the 
trout  are  rising  freely ;  but  your  '  Test '  fish  are 
not  in  it  as  compared  to  ours  here — they  are  simply 
almost  '  uncatchable,'  but  such  clinkers — lots  31b. 
to  41b. — Yours  sincerely,  "  Francis  Ley." 

Mr.  J.  E.  Miller's  Abridged  Cat.vlogue — the 
"Eel  Tail"  Bait  and  "  A.R.LE.L."'  Tackle. 
For  fishing  in  the  Midlands,  and  especiallj'  in 
the  delightful  rivers  of  Yorkshii-e,  full  illustrated 
descriptions  of  all  requisite  tackle  will  be  found  in 
the  186  page  catalogue  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the 
Northern  .\nglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds,  which  will  be  sent,  post  free,  for  one  shilling, 
which  amount  will  be  allowed  on  the  first  order  of 
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ten  shillings  or  upwards.  The  abridged  catalogue 
will  be  sent  post  free  to  any  address.  On  page  14 
there  is  an  illustration  which  is  new  to  me  of  the 
"eel  tail"  bait  (No.  129  in  the  list).  Of  course 
the  eel  tail  bait  is  not  new,  but  this  appears  to  me 
to  be  a  specially  good  model ;  it  looks  as  if  it 
would  spin  with  that  slow  eccentric  gyration  which 
is  often  so  deadly,  not  going  straight  but  over  and 
over  like  a  porpoise— a  sort  of  corkscrew  spin.  I 
should  like  to  try  it.  Then  on  page  12  I  notice  the 
famous  "  A.  R.  I.  E.  L."  tackle  (price  only  seven- 
pence),  with  mouth  lead  and  three  tiny  triangles 
for  a  small  natural  minnow,  also  made  in  large  for 
pike.  I  think  one  of  the  finest  exhibitions  of 
scientific  fishing  I  ever  remember  was  watching 
Collinson  (who,  until  he  died  last  year,  was  the 
greatly  respected  keeper  of  the  Cromford  and 
Matlock  Angling  Association)  spinning  with  the 
natural  minnow  and  "A.  R.  I.  E.  L."  tackle  for 
trout ;  it  was  the  perfection  of  artistic  spinning. 
A  short,  light,  springy  rod,  the  finest  of  reel  lines, 
gossamer  gut,  a  wee  white-bellied  minnow,  with 
the  fins  and  tail  cut  off,  formed  his  outfit.  Then 
in  every  direction,  with  unerring  precision,  he  cast 
this  delicate  little  bait  with  an  overhand  motion 
akin  to  that  of  the  boy  with  the  clay  pellet  stuck 
on  the  end  of  a  withy.  Mr.  Miller  is  one  of  the 
keenest  of  anglers,  and  is  always  glad  to  give 
customers  information  about  fishing  in  his  district. 
His  list  of  flies  covers  the  best  makes  of  all  the 
best,  and  in  many  cases  peculiar  patterns  in  use  on 
the  Yore,  Cover,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Rye,  Dove,  and 
other  lovely  rivers  which  water  England  between 
the  Humber  and  the  Trent.  In  his  list  of  rods  is 
one  called  the  Tracey,  a  whole  cane  rod  "  stained 
dark  to  prevent  flashing  "  ;  it  is  fitted  with  lock 
joints  and  extra  tops  for  worm  and  minnow  fishing. 
I  see  Mr.  Miller  sells  a  three  joint  American  split 
cane  fly  rod  with  cork  handle  and  two  tops  in  case 
for  half  a  guinea;  ditto,  superior  quality,  fifteen 
shillings;  super,  English  fitted,  one  guinea.  I 
wonder  what  that  half  guinea  split  cane  can  be 
like.  He  has  also  the  English  made  split  cane 
from  forty-two  shillings  to  the  five  pound  well-known 
"  Detached  Badger  "  pattern.  I  know  few  better 
selections  of  gut  casts,  traces,  hooks  on  gut,  worm, 
creeper,  and  minnow  tackles  than  those  supplied 
by  genial  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller. 

An  Ancient  Fish  (Story)  Found  in  a  Well. 

Deae  Me.  Marston, — The  following  may  interest 
you.  It  is  from  the  Carlisle  Journal  of  Aug.  19, 
1826 :— 

"  Fifty-three  years  ago  Mr.  William  Mossop,  of 
Board  Hall,  near  Broughton-in-Furness,  when  a 
boy,  placed  a  small  Fell-beck  trout  in  a  well  in  the 
orchard  belonging  to  his  family,  where  it  has  ever 
since  remained  until  last  week,  when  it  departed 
this  life  —  not  through  sickness  or  any  other 
infirmity,  but  for  want  of  its  natural  element, 
water,  the  severe  drought  having  dried  up  the 
spring  which  supplied  the  well.  '  Ned '  would 
receive  from  Mr.  M.'s  hands  snails,  worms,  and 
bread,  and  always  seemed  pleased  at  the  presence 
of  its  feeder.  The  fish  increased  in  size  imtil  it 
weighed  about  two  pounds." 

Kindly  tell  me  date  of  birth  and  death  of  "  Old 
Doubleday  "  (T.  was,  I  think,  the  initial  of  his 
Christian  name),  whose  sonnet  on  angling — 

"  Go,  take  thine  angle  and  with  practised  line, 
Light  as  the  gossamer,  the  current  sweep  " — 

I  have  seen  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
am  very  fond  of  that  sonnet.— Yours  faithfully, 

Carlisle.  Greta. 

Thomas  Doubleday,  or  the  "  North  Country 
Angler,"  published  his  collection  of  Coquet  Dale 
fishing  songs  in  1852,  but  I  do  not  know  when  he 
was  born  or  when  he  died.  Thanks  for  the  truth 
in  the  well  story.    I  fancy  I  have  had  it  before. 

Mr.  Henry  Whitty's  New  Price  List — Woods 
FOE  Rod  Making. 
Mr.  Henry  Whitty,  of  15,  Basnett-street,  Liver- 
pool, who  carries  on  the  business  established  by 
Edmondson  in  1819,  and  so  often  referred  to  in 
terms  of  praise  by  angling  writers,  sends  us  his 
new  and  nicely  illustrated  price  list.  Mr.  Whitty 
is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  a  keen  angler,  and  he  tells  me 
that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  information  about 
the  fly  fishing  and  other  fishing  to  be  had  in  Wales, 
Cumberland,  Westmorland,  etc.,  from  personal 
experiences  of  many  waters  in  those  districts.  If 
any  anglers  avail  themselves  of  this  offer  I  hope 
they  will  remember  giving  information  gratis  is  not 


a  paying  business,  and  that  they  will  give  Mr. 
Whitty's  goods  a  trial.  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
satisfied.  Both  he  and  his  son  are  most  courteous 
and  desirous  of  giving  satisfaction.  Mr.  Whitty 
keeps  the  natural  minnow  spinning  tackle,  recom- 
mended by  the  late  Mr.  William  Bullock,  a  modifi- 
cation of  Colonel  Hawker's  tackle,  and  no  more 
irresistible  bait  can  possibly  be  offered  to  a  trout 
than  a  small  minnow  properly  presented  to  him  on 
this  tackle — of  course,  in  bright  clear  water  it 
should  be  of  delicate  make,  small  hooks,  small 
lead  cap,  small  swivels,  and  fine  but  not  drawn  gut 
except  for  special  occasions.  In  the  Index  I  see 
Mr.  Whitty  mentions  that  he  has  a  "  natural  spoon 
bait,"  but  as  it  is  not  described  in  the  text  I  pre- 
sume he  keeps  it  for  ver_y  special  customers — it 
must  be  arum  sort  of  animal.  In  rods  Mr.  Whitty 
has  a  large  assortment,  from  the  shilling  "  general  " 
to  the  eleven  guinea  "  special."  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  that,  in  addition  to  split  canes  at  all  prices,  he 
keeps  the  superb  Leonard  split  canes ;  they  are 
expensive  to  buy  but  cheap  to  use,  as  they  will  last 
a  lifetime  with  care.  I  see  Mr.  Whitty  speaks 
highly  of  Messrs.  Allcock's  "  Perfect "  hooks : 
"  They  have  proved  exceedingly  good  both  in  their 
hooking  properties  and  in  the  quality  and  temper 
of  the  steel." 

Anglers  who  wish  to  make  their  own  rods,  flies, 
and  tackle  are  informed  that  Mr.  Whitty  supplies 
"every  kind  of  material  necessary,  and  that  no 
matter  how  trifling  an  order  may  be  every  care  and 
attention  will  be  paid  to  ensure  satisfaction." 

Mr.  Whitty  also  imports  and  supplies  the  trade 
with  canes  and  other  woods  for  rod  making. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  EMSLIE  LOCK-FAST  JOINT. 


Mr.  S.  Emslie,  fishing-tackle  maker  and  gun- 
maker,  of  20,  Barrack-street,  Dundee,  sends  me  a 
new  patent  lock-fast  joint,  of  which  he  says  : — 

"  My  aim  has  been  to  brmg  out  a  joint  which 
would  be  really  lock-fast  and  simple." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Emslie  has  succeeded. 
His  joint  is  very  neat  and  very  strong,  and  as  long 
as  the  angler  using  a  rod  with  this  joint  will  take 
the  trouble  to  oil  the  joints  and  keep  them  clean 
he  will  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  hut  if  he  does 


not  do  this  he  may  have  some  bother  to  get  the  joint 
to  work  properly,  as  it  is  made  to  work  accurately, 
and  dirt  or  damp  may  cause  the  joint  to  stick,  and 
then  there  is  the  danger  of  straining  the  rod  when 
attempting  to  turn  the  joints.  But  those  who  will 
not  take  care  of  their  joints  should  only  use  the 
old-fashioned  affair  which  is  secured  with  thread. 


A  FINE  EESEEVOIK  TEOUT. 


Mr.  W.  Tunley,  of  34,  Barton-street,  Gloucester, 
has  taken  a  very  fine  trout,  weighing  5^1b.,  at 
Robinswood  Hill  Reservoir,  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  24.  Mr.  Tunley  took  the  fish  with  light 
spinning  tackle.    It  is  a  record  fish  for  the  reservoir. 


MOEE  ABOUT  MAY  FLIES. 


With  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  interesting 
paper  by  "The  Chiel "  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette  of 
March  29,  may  I  add  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
insect  Ephemera,  sp.,  artificial  var.,  numerous. 

First,  as  to  size  and  resemblance.  The  points 
mentioned  by  the  author  must  strike  the  reader 
forcibly,  if  not  the  fish  with  the  same  certainty. 
But  one  variety,  the  nearest  approach  to  nature 
that  I  have  seen,  is  passed  over.  It  is  a  full-sized 
pattern  made  with  straw  body,  and  ingeniously 
supported,  separate  gauze,  transparent  wings, 
highly  varnished,  the  legs  being  of  a  brownish 
hackle.*  Among  the  few  drawbacks  affecting 
these  flies  are :  Rather  high  price,  some  difficulty 
in  casting  them,  and  their  fragility.  I  have  other 
transparent-winged  flies  tied  with  natural  fly  wings 
toughened,  but  I  have  not  met  with  May  Flies  so 
built. 

Of  those  tied  with  Summer  Duck  or  other  feathers 
for  wings,  I  have  often  found  it  an  improvement  to 
clip  these  into  more  natural  size  and  form  and  to 
oil  them.  Even  then  but  one,  or  at  most  two,  of 
such  flies  can  be  used  advantageously,  the  audible 
atmospheric  disturbance  in  casting  rendering  it 
difficult  to  place  them  as  required.  Artificial  May 
Flies'  wings,  to  closely  resemble  Nature,  should 
not  be  curved  nor  yet  always  folded  touching  each 
other,  as  they  are  usually  carried  when  the  fly  sits 
upon  the  water.  Amongst  the  confusion  of  old 
and  new  numbers,  by  which  hooks  are  still  known 
(and  which  would  be  better  replaced  by  letters). 
No.  3  (old  11),  or  oven  smaller  and  lighter  sizes, 


of  "  Pennel  "  or  of  "  Perfect "  eyed  sneck  hooks 
are  large  enough,  nor  need  the  hook  be  embedded 
in  the  fly  if  otherwise  closely  attached. 

The  translucent  wings  of  these  flies  are  their 
leading  features,  but  most  semi  -  transparent 
materials  I  have  met  with  are  too  stiff,  or  too 
weak,  or  too  perishable  for  use,  the  best,  perhaps, 
being  large  carp  scales,  shaved  or  scraped  thin 
after  being  softened  in  vinegar.  They  take  dye 
quickly,  and  look  very  like  the  natural  wings,  but 
it  needs  very  large  scales  from  which  to  form  those 
of  the  biggest  May  Flies.  Notwithstanding  that 
these  scales  soften  greatly  in  water,  the  wings,  if 
too  large  and  stiff,  may  be  struck  by  the  fish  in  his 
rise,  thus  affording  the  chance  of  the  fly  being 
pushed  out  of  his  mouth,  while  if  he  tries  to  suck 
the  fly  in  it  does  not  come  quite  into  his  grasp,  an 
apparently  false  rise  resulting. 

For  dropper  May  Flies,  with  which  one  can  dap 
in  running  streams,  I  have  tied  the  fly  on  a  loop  of 
gut,  the  loop  forming  an  eye  ;  or  on  aluminium  wire 
of  like  form,  the  eye  playing  freely  on  the  neck  of 
an  eyed  sneck  hook,  and  resting  against  a  fixed  wire 
collar  tied  to  the  shank.  The  freedom  allows  some 
motion  in  dapping,  and  the  hook  is  near  enough  to 
be  taken  with  the  fly. 

Motion  is  a  large  element  in  the  attractiveness  of 
bait  to  fish,  whose  predaceous  nature  is  the  essential 
principle  of  the  angler's  success.  Compare  the 
rush  at  a  spinning  bait  with  its  neglect  when  drawn 
down  a  brisk  stream,  no  spin  being  left  in  it ;  or 
perhaps  only  the  flash  is  seen  of  a  fish  on  inspection 
duty,  which  does  not  come  home  in  any  sense.  As 
"  The  Chiel  "  suggests,  in  the  winter  I  often  think 
over  this,  and  May  Flies  (and  others).  Only  recently 
I  tried  one  for  action,  and  found  that  with  it 
could  be  obtained  anything  from  a  sharp  spin  to  a 
wobble  of  natural  aspect.  It  is  designed  for  a  tail 
fly  to  play  near  the  surface  against  even  a  weak 

*  These  flies,  I  believe,  are  English  made,  but  by 
whom  I  forget.  My  examples  came  from  Magasin 
Savoie-Petitpierre,  Neuchatel. 
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current,  being  made  to  move  sufficiently  to  attract 
attention.  The  wings  are  of  natural  May  Fly  shape 
and  translucent,  being  made  of  carp  scales  taking 
the  form  of  fans  fastened  to  a  small  metal  revolving 
arm,  coming  just  behind  the  eye  of  a  long  "  Per- 
fect "  or  "  Pennel  "  sneck  hook.  The  body  is  of  semi- 
transparent  raw-dried,  pale,  carp  skin,  ribbed  for 
segments.  The  legs  are  few  and  fine,  of  the  same, 
or  any  tough  filamentary  substance,  or  pale  soft 
feather,  that  does  not  interfere  with  the  rotation. 
The  whisks  are  of  hare's  whiskers,  or  any  of  the  fine 
and  flexible  materials  commonly  used.  There  is  a 
wire  collar  on  the  shank  behind  the  arm  for  this  to 
revolve  against.  The  carp  scales  curl  in  drying 
but  regain  their  form  in  water,  and  may  be  dyed 
pale  greenish  if  required.  Undyed  they  naturally 
resemble  the  wing  of  a  grey  drake. 

Messrs.  AUcock,  of  Eedditch,  will  have  the  first 
offer  to  reproduce  these  flies  should  they  care  to  do 
so,  but  artists  in  fly-craft  are  invited  to  study  the 
idea  and  improve  upon  it  if  they  will. 

Benwyan. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  SOUTH 
KERRY. 


{Continued  from  page  282.) 
Aftee  opening  the  gate  and  liberating  the  dog, 
glancing  over  the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  it  struck 
me  that  a  fine  pool  immediately  above,  Bridge 
Pool  by  name,  was  in  fairish  order,  and  as  I  had 
not  as  yet  taken  the  rod  asunder  I  determined  to 
give  it  just  one  run  over.  "  Whiskey,"  the  terrier, 
had  followed  me  down  from  the  house,  I  suppose 
on  the  principle  that  as  long  as  daylight  held  there 
was  a  chance  of  his  seeing  a  fish  killed.  I  began 
operations  from  a  low-lying  bank,  from  which  the 
head  of  the  pool  can  be  covered,  this  particular 
stand  not  being  good  for  more  than  three  or  four 
casts.  One  must  then  ascend  on  to  a  higher  bank, 
from  which  the  entire  length  of  the  pool  above  the 
bridge  can  be  commanded — a  lovely  stand  this 
from  which  to  "nobble"  a  fish.  A  fine  stream, 
rushing  over  a  gravelly  shallow,  enters  it  at  the 
head,  and  sweeping  over  to  the  north  bank,  it 
rushes  past  its  limestone-faced  side  a  tumultuous 
torrent.  Swirling  eddies  break  the  course  of  the 
stream  on  the  outside,  then  the  stream  gradually 
loses  its  force  as  it  approaches  the  bridge,  imtil  in 
a  smooth  volume  the  water  passes  through  the 
arch  to  spread  out  into  a  large  deep  pool  below. 
The  casts  from  the  upper  stand  having  proved 
fruitless,  I  then  mounted  on  to  the  high  bank,  and 
as  the  fly,  at  the  third  cast — I  could  discern  it 
quite  plainly — came  dancing  in  through  the  eddies, 
I  saw  the  form  of  a  fish  dart  up  from  the 
depths,  make  for  it,  and  in  an  instant  descend 
again.  Scarcely  for  one  second,  I  should  say, 
did  its  form  show  beneath  the  surface,  ere  it  turned 
to  descend.  It  seemed,  however,  almost  minutes 
to  me,  and  I  should  think  that  most  salmon  anglers 
understand  the  tension  on  the  nerves  which  one 
feels  on  seeing  a  fish  coming  under  water  at  the 
fly,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, combating  the  but  too  natural  inclin- 
ation to  raise  the  point  of  the  rod  before  the  fish 
has  taken  hold.  At  this  ticklish  point  a  transient 
ray  of  dying  sunset  broke  through  the  scudding 
clouds  and  glimmered  on  the  water  as  the  fish 
went  down.  Its  copper- coloured  side  gleamed  in 
the  ray  and  then  vanished  from  sight.  The  tension 
on  my  nerves  was  then  relaxed.  Quickly  I  raised 
the  point  of  the  rod,  and  the  next  moment,  with 
the  trusty  Enright  bent  double,  I  was  fast  in  a 
hard  fighting  customer.  A  sharp  turn  of  the  wrist 
to  drive  the  hook  home  was  responded  to  by  a 
strong  and  vicious  shake  of  the  head  on  the  part  of 
the  salmon.  Three  times  was  this  effort  repeated, 
each  one  being  more  vicious  than  the  other.  Then 
down  to  the  depths  and  outward  he  bore.  From 
the  fleeting  glimpse  I  had  had  of  the  fish,  together 
with  the  strength  displayed,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  my  friend  was  no  puny  representative 
of  Sahno  solar,  and,  better  still,  somehow  I  in- 
stinctively felt  confident  that  he  was  well  hooked, 
which,  together  with  the  knowledge  that  my  tackle 
was  sound,  caused  me  to  feel  on  good  terms  with 
the  world  in  general.  The  outward  run  was  con- 
tinued until  the  terrified  fish  had  almost  reached 
the  shallow  water  close  to  the  opposite  bank,  when 
with  one  great  roll  on  the  surface  he  turned,  and 
with  scarcely  a  pause  tore  up-stream  in  a  diagonal 
direction  and  towards  my  side.  Entering  the  deep 
gut  where  the  main  body  of  water  rushed  into  the 


pool,  up,  up,  and  upwards  he  forged  his  way,  and 
so  strong  and  deep  was  he  at  this  point  going  that 
for  a  time  I  feared  he  would  hold  on  and  enter  the 
pool  above.  As  such  a  manceuvre  would  by  no 
means  suit  my  book,  however  much  it  might  serve 
the  purpose  of  the  salmon,  I  gave  him  the  butt  with 
a  vengeance,  with  the  result  that  ere  the  top  of  the 
gut  was  reached  the  fish  turned,  and  keeping  close 
into  my  side,  where  the  water  ran  strongest  and 
deepest,  he  slowly  dropped  down  stream.  Thinking 
that  it  would  be  nothing  less  than  a  miracle  for  one 
with  a  shoulder  so  badly  crippled  as  mine  was,  and 
from  such  a  high  and  troublesome  bank,  to  success- 
fully gaff  a  heavy  fish  without  aid,  immediately 
on  hooking  the  fish  I  began  to  shout  and  whistle 
for  all  I  was  worth  in  the  hope  of  attracting 
the  attention  of  someone  in  the  house.  Master 
"  Whiskey,"  too,  commenced  to  bark  in  the  same 
highly  commendable  manner  the  very  moment  the 
rod  was  bent  in  tlie  fish,  in  turn  looking  down  into 
the  pool,  and  again  with  joyous  barks  jumping  up 
on  me,  and  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  intelligent 
and  engaging  little  chap  took  as  much  interest  in 
the  sport  and  was  enjoying  himself  quite  as  much 
as  the  writer.  No  notice,  however,  of  our  joint 
efforts  was  taken  by  the  inmates  of  the  mansion, 
a  matter  which  I  judged  was  due  to  the  noise  of 
the  storm. 

The  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  that  on  which 
I  stood,  was,  as  mentioned,  faced  with  a  limestone 
formation.  An  uneven  ledge  of  this  extends  down 
to  and  below  the  bridge,  and  portions  of  it  which 
jut  out  below  the  surface  into  the  stream  constitute 
unseen  dangers.  Even  with  the  water  somewhat 
discoloured  I  noticed  several  most  unpleasant- 
looking  rocks  by  v/hich  the  strong  current  surged 
past,  and  I  almost  shuddered  to  think  what  would 
be  the  fate  of  the  gut  cast  did  it  happen  to  grate 
against  one.  As  the  fish  approached  the  bridge 
the  deeper  and  deeper  down  did  he  keep,  and  the 
more  perilously  near  did  the  line  close  in  to  the 
ugly-looking  ledge.  One  large  stone,  and  one  only, 
lay  within  reach.  Picking  it  up  I  shied  it  in,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  as  great  a  splash  as  possible. 
The  dodge  worked  to  perfection  at  first.  Out  like 
a  flash  shot  the  fish,  then  slightly  changing  his 
course  he  made  for  the  bridge.  Underneath  the 
arch  of  this  he  passed  without  a  pause,  the  reel 
screaming  like  mad  as  the  line  rapidly  vanished  from 
off  the  drum.  Helter  skelter  down  into  the  big  pool 
he  ran,  and  it  then  struck  me  that  my  dodge  with 
the  stone  was  on  the  whole  working  a  trifle  too  well, 
and  at  the  moment  an  anecdote  told  me  by  Mr.  Orpen 
earlier  in  the  day  flashed  through  my  mind,  and  it 
dawned  on  me  that  perhaps  history  was  about  to 
repeat  itself.  Here  now  is  the  story  in  all  its  bald 
atrocity.  Some  years  ago  a  heavy  fish  hooked  in 
this  same  Bridge  Pool  had,  figuratively  speaking, 
"  taken  the  bit  between  its  teeth  "  and  ran  down 
through  the  arch  of  the  bridge,  not  only  into  and 
through  the  large  pool  below,  but  into  and  through 
the  one  succeeding  that  again,  running  the  line 
clean  off  the  reel  and  carrying  away  an  artificial 
minnow  when  actually  making  tracks  for  the  third 
successive  pool,  a  distance  of  certainly  one  hundred 
and  thirty  yards  from  start  to  finish.  The  hero, 
however,  of  this  narrative  was  fortunate  enough 
to  have  a  boat  convenient  and  to  be  able  to  get  on 
board  while  working  the  fish  in  the  first  pool,  and 
so  was  able  to  follow  in  a  so-so  kind  of  a  way.  I 
had  not  a  boat  handy,  neither  had  I  a  sufficiency 
of  line  on  the  reel  to  warrant  any  such  antics  on 
the  part  of  my  fish.  Instead  I  adopted  an  expedient 
which  on  more  occasions  than  one  has  stood  me 
in  good  stead  when  dealing  with  a  runaway  salmon. 
Paying  out  the  line  for  dear  life  until  I  felt  no 
further  strain  on  it,  I  then  remained  perfectly  quiet 
for  a  short  time,  not  meddling  in  the  slightest  with 
the  line,  then  I  quickly  ran  up  the  bank.  The 
Fates — good  ladies — were  on  this  occasion  pro- 
pitious, as  on  getting  to  the  furthest  limit  of  the 
stand  and  still  feeling  no  weight  on  the  line,  I 
began  rapidly  to  reel  in  until  the  line  was  well 
above  the  bridge.  A  little  further  up  and  a  slight 
check  occurs,  on  which  I  stiffen  up  the  rod 
instanter,  although  at  the  moment  I  thought  that 
the  stoppage  was  caused  by  the  line  getting  en- 
tangled in  a  hitch  of  some  kind  ;  when  the  rod  is, 
however,  again  well  bent  in  that  symmetrical 
arch-like  curve  one  so  seldom  sees  save  in  one  of 
Enright's  make,  somehow  I  fancy  that  whatever 
the  line  has  got  entangled  in,  that  something  has 
made  a  move,  and  such  indeed  is  the  case.  On 
putting  a  little  more  strain  on,  I  feel  a  tug  and 
then  another  and  another.     Hurroo  !  I  am  still 


firm  in  the  fish.  Deep  down  now,  bu";  still  moving 
slowly,  he  sails  up  stream,  horribly  near,  however, 
to  these  hideous  submerged  rocks.  Every  moment 
I  expect  to  feel  the  line  grate  against  one  and  then 
part ;  but  fortune  steers  me,  or  rather  indeed  the 
line,  past  them,  and  when  about  midway  up  the 
pool  the  fish  again  turns  and  drops  down.  Some 
five  yards  above  the  bridge  one  portion  of  the 
ledge,  more  evil-looking  than  the  others,  juts  out 
in  a  nasty  aggressive  manner.  As  the  line  nears 
this  unholy-looking  rock,  I  hold  the  rod  out  at 
arm's  length  in  the  endeavour  to  keep  both  the  fish 
and  line  as  far  ofi'  from  it  as  possible.  Yain  effort ; 
nearer  and  nearer  the  line  approaches,  brushes 
against  it,  and  then  to  my  disgust  comes  to  a  dead 
stop.  The  fish  has  hung  me  up  to  this  beastly 
rock.  Putting  on  a  severe  strain,  then  a  sudden 
slackening  of  the  line,  rapping  on  the  butt  with 
the  hand,  together  with  various  other  dodges,  all 
of  no  avail.  Thinking  that  by  this  time  the 
fish  had  broken  away,  I  was  on  the  point  of 
smashing  the  line  when  I  heard  the  sound  of 
voices  from  behind.  Glancing  around  I  saw  Mr. 
Orpen  and  his  three  daughters  hurrying  towards 
me,  and  to  them  I  unfolded  my  tale  of  woe. 

"  Hard  lines,"  said  Mr.  Orpen. 

"  Wouldn't  give  a  button  for  my  chance,"  I 
blurted  out.  "  Anyhow,  if  you  will  kindly  hold 
the  rod  I'll  see  if  I  can't  manage  to  get  down  on 
to  that  flat  slab,"  I  finished  up  with  ;  and  handing 
my  friend  the  rod  down  I  crawled.  Holding  the 
point  of  the  rod  well  out  beyond  the  submerged 
rock  I  tried  hard  to  free  the  line.  For  some 
minutes  my  efforts  were  unsuccessful.  Then,  as 
before,  I  felt  a  tug  at  the  line,  a  very  feeble  one 
however  on  this  occasion,  still  I  knew  it  was 
caused  by  the  fish.  Immediately  I  gleefully  sung 
out,  "  I'm  in  him  still."  Scarcely  were  the  magical 
words  spoken  than  out  from  the  rock  the  fish 
moved.  Into  the  strong  water  the  game  old  chap 
for  the  fourth  time  entered,  and  headed  again  to 
nm  the  gauntlet  of  the  bridge.  Friendly  hands 
helped  me  on  to  the  high  bank,  and  I  then  deter- 
mined to  hold  the  now  evidently  well  beaten 
salmon  above  the  bridge  or  smash  either  line  or 
rod  in  the  attempt.  Giving  him  the  butt  until  the 
good  bit  of  greenheart  bent  to  the  very  reel,  I  held 
him  there  in  spite  of  his  struggles  and  the  strong 
dovraward  tendency  of  the  current;  at  one  moment 
I  feared  that  after  about  thirty  years  of  hard  and 
continuous  service  the  butt  would  snap.*  Not  so, 
however;  well  did  it  sustain  the  fame  of  the  famous 
factory  from  which  it  came,  until,  yielding  to  the 
steady  pressure,  slowly,  very  slowly,  up  came  the  fish. 
Dead  beaten  now,  I  led  him  towards  a  little  nook 
immediately  above  the  buttress  of  the  bridge,  into 
which,  halt-floating,  half-swimming,  he  was  easily 
coaxed,  and  soon  in  this  haven  he  lay  motionless 
on  his  side.  In  the  most  plucky  manner  imagin- 
able, one  of  the  Miss  Orpens  volunteered  to  go 
down  and  gaff  the  fish,  on  account  of  the  crippled 
state  of  my  shoulder.  Such  a  proceeding,  however, 
could  not  be  entertained  for  an  instant,  as  to 
accomplish  the  feat  would  entail  the  certainty  ot 
wet  boots.  Asking  the  young  lady,  who,  I  may 
here  say,  is  a  most  accomplished  trout  angler,  to 
hold  the  rod,  down  the  slippery  ledge  I  again 
descended,  and  soon  a  nice  fresh-run  fish  of  141b. 
was  lifted  on  to  the  grassy  bank. 

Cherry  Brandy. 


THE  DWINDLING  OF  OUR 
RIVERS. 


The  name  ot  William  Senior  and  the  nam  de 
plume  of  "  Red  Spinner  "  are  both  so  well  and 
so  widely  known  that  to  sound  their  praises  here  is 
quite  unnecessary. 

But  I  venture  to  say  that  even  in  the  long, 
useful,  and  brilliant  career  ot  the  genial  editor  of 
the  Field  newspaper,  never  has  William  Senior 
(whom  I  am  proud  to  number  amongst  my  friends) 
rendered  a  greater  service  to  the  angling  community 
of  the  British  Isles  than  in  the  singularly  lucid 
speech  which  he  has  just  made  as  chairman  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  at  their  annual  dinner,  as 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  19. 

I  allude  more  particularly  to  his  earnest  words, 
as  he  impressed  on  all  what  I  confess  I  had  not 
grasped  in  anything  like  the  same  comprehensive 

*  This  rod  belonged  to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  had  at 
this  time  seen  about  thirty  years  of  hard  work.  The 
butt  is  as  good  to-day  as  ever. 
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manner — namely,  that  while  river  jDoUution  is  a 
serious  evil,  scarcely  less  so  is  the  abstraction  of 
water  from  so  many  of  our  rivers,  which  is  going 
on,  and  is  sure  to  be  ever  on  the  increase,  since  (to 
use  his  own  words)  "  If  the  people  are  to  be 
supplied  with  the  amount  of  water  which  is 
necessary  for  the  primary  conditions  of  life,  the 
water  must  come  from  somewhere."  That  the 
speech  itself  must  have  been  a  rare  treat  is  certain, 
since  Mr.  Senior  is  both  a  genial  and  excellent 
speaker.  To  me,  living  in  the  Scottish  capital,  and 
reading  the  report  in  the  pages  of  this  journal,  it 
has  awakened  a  world  of  thought.  In  fact,  not  for 
many  years  have  I  read  anything  which  has  made 
such  a  profound  impression  on  my  own  mind,  as  an 
angler,  as  Mr.  Senior's  forcible  words,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  Mr.  Senior  could  be  tempted 
to  place  these  views  in  book,  or  even  pamphlet, 
form,  the  sale  of  the  venture  would  be  enormous. 
I  say  so  advisedly,  for  if  an  old  hand  like  myself 
can  be  so  deeply  impressed  (as  is  assuredly  the 
case)  surely  there  are  many  who  are  in  absolute 
ignorance  of  this  growing  danger. 

Nor  will  the  sale  of  the  work  be  confined  merely 
to  the  British  Isles.  Far  from  that.  In  Canada, 
in  America,  and,  indeed,  wherever  population  is 
increasing  with  rapid  strides,  there  will  the  book 
be  eagerly  sought  after. 

It  is  proverbially  too  late  to  lock  the  door  when 
the  steed  is  stolen,  and  the  younger  countries  will 
only  too  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  experiences 
of  the  crowded  mother  country  in  such  a  case  as 
this. 

To  be  able  to  name  a  cure  for  the  disease  is  not 
so  easy  a  matter,  I  confess.  Mr.  Senior  advocates 
the  construction  of  reservoirs,  and  he  never  speaks 
thoughtlessly.  He  speaks  of  Australia  and  its 
devastating  droughts,  which  are  a  constant  danger 
to  the  squatting  interest,  and  he  is  well  qualified 
to  speak  of  such  matters  from  a  residence  of  five 
years  in  Australia,  though  I  imagine  that  I,  who 
spent  quite  as  long  a  period  in  the  Queensland  bush 
engaged  in  pastoral  pursuits,  know  even  better 
than  himself  the  practical  side  of  an  Australian 
drought,  and  the  one  great  lesson  which  the 
go-ahead  Australians  convey  to  us  in  this  connec- 
tion is  not  so  much  their  many  dams  as  their 
wonderful  Artesian  wells,  or  rather  tubes.  Some 
years  ago  the  Strand  Magazine  published  an 
article,  the  illustrations  to  which,  I  venture  to  say, 
would  be  well  worth  reproducing  in  the  pages  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  just  now. 

They  are  able  to  form  a  new  rivulet  by  tapping 
these  subterranean  springs  or  rivers,  and  if  these 
could  be  as  readily  constructed  in  England  we 
would  surely  be  acting  with  wisdom  to  leave  our 
river  supply  alone,  and  to  derive  our  water  supplies 
from  these  same  sources  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

In  Australia  the  vast  area  to  be  considered,  and 
the  fact  that  in  even  a  three  months'  drought  the 
grass  becomes  as  dry  and  as  sapless  as  tinder,  will 
always  paralyse  effort  to  wJiolly  conquer  a  drought, 
since  the  presence  of  water  alone  will  not  keep 
sheep,  cattle,  or  horses — yes,  or  kangaroos — from 
dying  in  millions  from  sheer  starvation,  and  to 
irrigate  a  sheep  or  cattle  run  is  a  wholly  impossible 
thought,  from  their  enormous  extent. 

The  value  of  water  is  simply  this — that  if  the 
drought  is  a  short  one  it  saves  the  situation.  The 
lack  of  succulent  herbage  during  a  drought  cannot 
fail  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  sheep  and  cattle 
to  have  a  supply  of  water  handy. 

I  have  seen  a  flock  of  young  sheep  absolutely 
refuse  to  touch  the  grass,  it  was  so  dry.  I  refused 
to  credit  it  at  first,  and  I  rode  my  horse  down  one 
morning,  and  with  the  shepherd  I  remained  watch- 
ing the  young  ewes  (two-teethed  sheep).  They 
"  went  into  camp  " — that  is,  stood  in  groups  with 
their  heads  together,  as  it  chewing  the  cud,  and 
panting,  poor  things,  under  the  blaze  of  a  tropical 
sun.  When  left  to  themselves  the  empty  starve- 
lings scattered  over  the  parts  of  the  run  which  had 
been  purposely  burned  in  patches  in  order  that  the 
young  shoots  would  give  a  supply  of  milk  to  the 
lambs,  and  there  they  tore  up  the  roots  of  the 
grass,  nibbled  them,  and  dropped  the  roots  after- 
wards, so  that  the  whole  ground  on  these  blackened 
plains  was  covered  by  roots. 

Needless  to  add,  not  a  blade  of  grass  could 
possibly  spring — one  might  as  well  lay  seed  in  a 
hot  brick — and  the  mortality  amongst  the  lambs 
and  their  young  mothers  was  truly  appalling.  If 
this  catches  the  eye  of  any  old  Queensland 
squatter,  I  may  add  I  allude  to  the  terrible  drought 
of  1868,  remembered  even  now. 


Now  we  are  not  concerned  with  the  growing  of 
grass  in  this  temperate  and  somewhat  rainy 
country,  and  it  seems,  therefore,  to  me  that  if  we 
take  a  leaf  out  of  our  brother  Australian's  book  we 
shall  possibly  do  wisely,  for  tlicij  have  found  the 
water  we  need. 

I  merely  offer  the  crude  suggestion.  I  will  be 
greatly  interested  to  see  what  Mr.  Senior  may 
have  to  say  on  the  subject.  Again  I  repeat,  he  has 
placed  the  entire  angling  community  under  a  deep 
and  lasting  obligation.  It  is  true  that  he  has 
shown  us  rather  the  picture  of  "  Darkest  England  " 
than  "  the  way  out  of  it."  If  someone  else  will  do 
this  latter  we  shall  be  even  more  indebted. 

At  least,  Mr.  Senior  has  caused  "  an  awakening," 
which  may  yet  have  far-reaching  issues. 

E.  M.  Ton. 


'THE  WINCHESTEE  WALTON."* 
A  DISCOVERY  RESPECTING  WALTON. 


A  BETTER  time  of  year  for  launching  a  new 
edition  of  the  "  Compleat  Angler  "  than  the  present 
could  not  be  selected,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  extend 
a  hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar's 
very  handsome  volumes. 

There  have  been  rumours  that  Mr.  Dewar  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  discovered  some 
extremely  interesting  and  important  new  matter 
respecting  Walton.  To  me  it  is  much  the  most 
interesting  feature  of  his  edition,  and  I  congratulate 
him  upon  it  most  sincerely.  Mr.  Dewar  has  dis- 
covered that,  in  addition  to  his  farm  near  Stafford, 
Walton  had  one  of  nearly  1000  acres  in  Hampshire. 
It  is  very  curious,  indeed,  as  Mr.  Dewar  says,  that 
although  ^Valton  iu  his  will  (dated  1683)  mentions 
"  Norington  farme,"  which  he  held  from  the  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  "in  no  edition  or  biography  of 
Walton  is  there  any  account  of  this  farm  "  ;  most 
curious  of  all  is  that  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  who  spared 
no  pains  in  his  search  for  information  about 
Walton,  mentions  it  in  his  Index  and,  of  course, 
in  his  copy  of  the  will,  but  that  is  all. 

"  When  I  first  paid  attention  to  the  matter," 
says  Mr.  Dewar,  "  it  occurred  to  me  that  the 
'  Norington  farme  '  of  Walton's  time  might  be  the 
Northington  farm  of  to-day — close  by  the  village 
of  Northington,  which  is  not  many  miles  from 
Winchester,  near  the  stream  that  comes  down  the 
valley  of  the  Candovers,  and  flowing  through 
Grange  Park  joins  the  other  branch  of  the  Itchen 
by  Itchen  Stoke.  I  could  find,  at  any  rate,  no 
name  on  the  Ordnance  maps  of  Hampshire  more 
similar  to  Norington  than  this  Northington." 

But  by  some  fortunate  inspiration  Mr.  Dewar 
discovered  "  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
had  at  their  offices  in  Whitehall  Place  three  leases 
dated  1683,  1687,  and  1691,  being  renewals  of  a 
lease  for  twenty-one  years,  granted  in  1679  by  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester  to  Izaak  Walton  in  respect 
of  a  certain  Northampton  Farm  in  the  Parish  of 
Overton." 

Then  it  dawned  upon  Mr.  Dewar  that  he  was 
about  to  "  discover  a  new  haunt  of  W^alton's  in 
Hampshire,  a  haunt  overlooked  by  a  hundred 
editors  of  the  '  Angler,'  and  in  one  of  the  choicest 
spots  in  the  whole  vale  of  the  Test." 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  quote  more  from  Mr. 
Dewar's  delightful  description  of  his  treasure  trove  ; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  he  has  beyond  all  doubt 
established  the  fact  that  AValton  held  this  large 
farm  at  Overton  "  near  the  head  waters  of  the 
finest  trout  stream  in  England."  Has  Mr.  Dewar 
seen  the  Coquet  and  the  Eden  ?  Probably  he  means 
in  the  South  of  England,  or  possibly  finest  stream 
for  trout  in  England. 

Although  these  leases  have  been  open  to  the 
inspection  of  that  mysterious  body  known  as  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for  over  two  centuries, 
not  one  of  them  appears  to  have  immortalised 
himself  by  proving  Walton's  connection  with  the 
charming,  troutf  ul  Test ;  but  perhaps  it  was  as 
well  that  the  discovery  should  have  been  reserved 
for  such  a  good  angler  and  devoted  admirer  of 
Walton  as  Mr.  Dewar.  But  what  an  added  interest 
it  would  have  given  to  thousands  of  anglers  who 
fished  the  Test  had  they  known  that  it  flowed 
through  land  once  held  by  Walton  ?  What  an 
additional  interest  it  will  give,  or  should  give,  to 
all  who  fish  the  Test  now  or  may  have  that 
delight  in  store  for  them. 

*  "  The  Compleat  Angler."  Edited  by  George  A.  B. 
Dewar.  Illustrated.  2  vols.  £2  2s.  net.  Freemantle 
&  Co. :  Piccadilly,  London,  1902. 


It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  Northampton  or 
Norington  farm  has  for  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  been  held  by  the  Portal  family,  of  more 
than  one  of  whose  sons  it  can  be  said  that  he  has 
deserved  well  of  his  country. 

It  has  been  too  often  assumed  by  angling  writers 
that  Walton  knew  nothing  about  fly-fishing,  not- 
withstanding Cotton's  testimony  to  the  contrary ; 
but  it  is  most  probable  that  he  took  this  farm 
because  of  the  trout  fishing,  and  although  he  was 
eighty-six  at  the  time  he  was  not  too  old  to  fish. 
Curiously  Mr.  Dewar  had  caught  very  game  trout 
of  over  lib.  close  to  Walton's  house  before  he  knew 
it  ever  had  been  his.  It  is  a  pity  he  did  not  give 
us  an  illustration  of  it  as  well  as  of  the  farm 
buildings. 

Mr.  Dewar  gives  as  frontispieces  to  his  two 
volumes  etched  portraits  of  Walton  and  Cotton 
copied  from  those  I  gave  in  my  "  Lea  and  Dove 
Edition,"  in  which  this  very  fine  portrait  of  Cotton 
was  first  published.  His  other  illustrations  are 
etchings  by  William  Strang  and  D.  Y.  Cameron ; 
those  of  an  architectural  character  are  very  good, 
but  some  of  the  landscapes  remind  me  of  those 
lines  in  Shakespeare's  "  Richard  the  Second " 
about 

"  Perspectives,  which  rightly  gaz'd  upon 
Show  nothing  but  confusion,  ey'd  awry, 
Distinguish  form." 

Take,  for  instance,  the  full-page  etching  "  On  the 
Bradford"  (facing  page  144,  Vol.  ii.),  it  is  a  dark 
mass  of  ink  in  which  you  can  vaguely  distinguish 
— nothing.  In  the  rendering  of  the  milkmaid 
singing,  Piscator  is  made  to  stand  over  an  unattrac- 
tive female  and  look  down  her  throat  for  all  the 
world  as  if  he  was  examining  her  for  measles ;  nor 
will  any  admirer  of  Walton  and  Cotton  accept  the 
picture  of  them  having  a  pipe  together  as  pleasant 
or  true  portraits  of  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  speak  unfavourably  of 
some  of  the  illustrations ;  fortunately  those  of 
buildings  are  very  good,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
numerous  head  and  tail  pieces. 

The  quaint  little  cuts  of  fish  given  by  Walton 
are  well  reproduced  in  the  text  of  this  edition, 
which  is  a  reprint  of  the  fifth ;  it  also  contains  a 
X^leasant  essay  on  Walton  by  Sir  Edward  Grey, 
and  Mr.  Dewar's  own  notes  are  excellent.  The 
publishers  have  done  their  part  to  perfection,  the 
volumes  being  light  to  handle  and  admirably 
produced  in  every  way. 

An  interesting  reproduction  is  a  facsimile  of 
Walton's  will,  which  is  probably  the  longest  piece 
of  his  handwriting  in  existence. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


A  EETEOSPECT. 


Meteorological  conditions  have  at  last  changed 
for  the  better,  and  anglers  who  have  for  the  past 
few  weeks  been  chafing  under  the  rc'gime  of  north 
and  north-easterly  winds  will  hail  the  advent  of 
warmer  weather  with  unfeigned  satisfaction,  since 
it  will  be  attended  by  the  long  overdue  spring  flies. 

Since  the  opening  day,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
writing,  the  trout  enthusiast  on  Yorkshire  rivers 
has  had  a  sorry  time. 

Day  after  day,  apparently  heedless  of  the  cold, 
biting  winds,  has  he  boldly  ventured  out  to  tempt 
the  trout  with  his  fancies  :  again  and  again  has  he 
retraced  his  steps  over  the  ground,  and  fished 
diligently  the  streams  he  has  been  wont  to  find  the 
early  fish  in  past  seasons,  but  without  avail,  and  if 
his  good  wife  expresses  surprise  at  his  want  of 
success,  she  feels  little  concern,  knowing  full  well 
that  her  liege  is  a  patient  man  and  can  endure 
many  more  like  trials  ere  his  serenity  receives  a 
check. 

After  dinner,  perhaps,  he  indulges  in  his  favourite 
brand  of  tobacco,  under  whose  soothing  influence 
he  rapidly  dismisses  his  ill-luck.  He  is  on  good 
terms  with  himself,  and  is  led  to  discern  the  many 
physical  benefits  derived  from  an  angling  expedition, 
although  it  is  only  consistent  with  his  nature  that 
his  thoughts  should  return  to  their  original  channel, 
causing  him  to  start  out  of  his  chair  and  make 
sundry  visits  into  the  hall  to  consult  the  barometer. 

As  I  write  I  think  of  a  friend  who  has  fixed  up  a 
dial  in  his  smoking-room,  which  is  connected  with 
the  weather-vane  on  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  by 
which  he  is  enabled  to  read  the  vagaries  of  the 
wind  indoors.  We  will  therefore  presume  that  our 
angler  has  such  a  one,  and  that  his  absence  from 
the  armchair  is  prolonged  in  consequence. 
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Watch  his  face  as  he  studies  the  hand  on  the 
dial  in  its  intermittent  movements,  and  you  will 
see  in  him  many  moods  as  the  indicator  traverses 
from  point  to  point. 

On  the  morrow — if  a  free  day  with  him — he 
again  descends  on  the  river,  and  with  weather 
conditions  unaltered  perchance  he  encounters  an 
odd  brace  of  trout.  There  is  more  elasticity  in  his 
gait  to-day  as  he  leaves  the  river,  and  he  prizes 
that  brace  of  fish  very  highly,  since  it  was  sec\n:ed 
under  adverse  circumstances. 

And  in  this  genial  frame  of  mind  we  will  leave 
our  enthusiast  and  revert  to  the  state  of  piscatorial 
affairs  in  Yorkshire.  Almost  from  the  opening 
day,  with  few  exceptions,  rivers  have  been  in  good 
trim— a  trifle  low,  perhaps,  but  that  in  itself  is  no 
fault  at  this  period  of  the  year. 

The  chief  complaint  has  been  the  absence  of  fly 
on  the  water,  and  although  a  few  early  Browns 
have  hatched  out  the  rise  has  not  been  general. 

A  few  days  ago  I  fished  in  the  company  of  a 
friend  that  picturesque  little  river  the  Nidd.  For 
some  time  we  kept  in  touch  with  one  another,  and 
then,  as  our  combined  efforts  to  move  the  fish 
proved  futile,  we  decided  to  separate  and  go  further 
afield,  my  friend  proceeding  down  the  river  while  I 
leisurely  worked  up-stream. 

As  I  trudged  in  a  listless  manner  up  the  river, 
the  sun  commencing  to  loom  faintly  through  a 
leaden  sky  awakened  me  to  a  sense  of  activity,  for 
faint  as  were  the  rays  there  was  an  early  pro- 
bability of  being  able  to  detect  a  few  aquatic  flies 
hatching  out.  Imbued  with  optimistic  feelings  I 
carefully  waded  into  the  tail-end  of  a  favourite 
stream  and  proceeded  to  work  literally  every  inch 
of  it. 

Over  there,  where  the  sunlight  seemed  to  favour 
the  stream  most,  and  the  wind  had  less  control,  my 
cast  alighted.  The  sparkling  waters  were  parted 
for  one  brief  moment  by  the  glistening  form  of  a 
trout  as  it  rose  in  response  to  my  efforts,  captured 
my  tail  fly,  and  made  a  gallant  bid  for  freedom 
ere  submitting  to  the  claim  of  my  pliant 
greenheart. 

But  with  that  fish  my  sport  came  to  an  abrupt 
termination,  for  by  the  time  I  had  got  my 
cast_  disentangled  from  the  meshes  of  the 
landing-net — an  entanglement  of  this  character 
exposes  the  folly  of  using  a  deep  net,  an  unmitigated 
nuisance  when  fly  fishing— the  sun  disappeared, 
and  the  wind  sweeping  down  the  valley  in  furious 
gusts  made  billowy  the  tranquil  waters  and  com- 
pletely upset  my  calculations. 

Any  prospects  there  may  have  been  while  the 
sun  remained  of  a  few  natural  flies  turning  out 
were  now  more  distant  than  ever,  and  after 
patiently  waiting  quite  long  enough  for  the  rise 
"  that  never  came  "  on  my  length  of  the  river,  I 
reeled  up  and  prepared  to  rejoin  my  friend. 

There  was  a  short  cut  across  country  by  which  I 
could  arrive  at  the  venue  agreed  upon,  but  I  pre- 
ferred to  follow  the  circuitous  course  of  the  river 
in  the  hope  of  picking  up  a  stray  fish. 

I  might,  however,  have  saved  myself  the  trouble, 
for  the  water  maintained  a  cheerless  aspect. 

"  Well,  what  luck  ?  "  I  inquired  of  my  friend,  who 
awaited  my  coming  with  a  self-satisfied  smile  on 
his  face. 

"  Four  brace  and  a  half,"  he  replied. 
"  Nonsense." 

"  Will  that  convince  your  unbelieving  nature  ?  " 
he  asked,  as  he  lifted  the  lid  of  his  creel  and 
disclosed  to  my  astonished  gaze  the  number 
specified. 

These,  he  explained,  were  caught  while  the  sun 
was  in  evidence,  during  which  time  a  thick  shower 
of  March  Browna  spread  over  the  water,  the  rise 
ending  with  the  sun's  departing  rays.  • 

And  so,  in  early  spring,  when  boisterous  winds 
prevail,  and  the  trout  are  only  on  the  move  for 
two,  or  at  the  most  three,  hours  of  the  day,  and 
the  advent  of  spring  flies  is  so  uncertain,  the  fore- 
going illustrates  the  advantage  of  mapping  out  a 
sheltered  corner  of  the  river  and  keeping  in  close 
proximity  thereto,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for 
the  rise  as  soon  as  it  appears.         Brown  Owl. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  OoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  AmaUur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  ag 
anything  I  j-emember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


TEOUT  FISHING  WITH  AKTI- 
FICIAL  MOTHS  IN  THE  WEST- 
MOKLAND  AND  CUMBEELAND 
STREAMS. 


In  June,  when  the  sun  comes  straight  upon  you 
from  a  clear  sky,  and  the  nights  are  but  a 
lengthened  twilight  ending  in  soonest  daybreak, 
the  rains  needed  to  freshen  the  waters  and  quicken 
the  fish  are  often  wished  for  in  vain.  It  is  then, 
as  one  dry  day  succeeds  another,  that  the  angler  is 
apt  to  be  baulked  of  his  sport,  at  least  in  these 
gravelly  or  stony  northern  waters.  If  he  strolls 
to  the  banks,  tickled  by  curiosity  to  know  how 
things  look,  and  not  by  any  faint  hope  of  fishing, 
he  doubts  whether  fish  are  left  to  offer  him  sport 
half  equal  to  that  he  had  a  few  weeks  ago,  with 
his  presentments  of  spring  flies— Reds,  Duns,  and 
Browns.  What  he  does  see  is  some  of  the  small 
fry,  and  perhaps  a  swift  dart  past  by  a  bigger, 
swarthier  trout  which,  having  tired  of  its  old 
haunts,  is  in  shoaler  water  for  the  time.'  Or,  if 
looking  at  a  pool,  it  may  be  that  he  sees  a  light 
grey  or  a  yellowish  specimen,  which  is  newly  run 
into  a  deeper  spot,  where  it  shows  its  distrust  by 
keeping  well  to  the  middle.  The  pool  is  not 
infested  with  pike,  or  the  wary  but  timid  stranger 
of  conspicuous  colour  would  fall  an  easy  prey,  one 
thinks. 

None  'the  less,  there  are  probably  few  days  in 
the  season  on  which  a  fair  catch  of  trout  may  not 
be  made,  if  not  by  one  means,  by  another.  In  the 
transparent  glitter  of  a  frequent  May  or  June  day, 
and  with  a  minimum  of  water  in  the  clearest  of 
clear  streams,  a  good  plan  is  to  use  a  fine  cast 
terminating  in  a  trio  of  small  hooks  (Stewart 
modified)  baited  with  a  cured  and  coloury  worm, 
tough  and  sizable,  and  to  pitch  upwards  into  the 
rippled  shallows,  or  into  pools  eddied  at  their  head 
by  the  fall.  This  is  done  best,  it  is  true,  at  the 
expense  of  some  wading,  especially  in  the  likelier 
wooded  stretches,  and  the  baskets  consist  for  the 
most  part  of  middling  sized  trout.  For  all  that, 
the  time  passes  none  too  slowly  on  a  sunny  day, 
tempered  by  breeze,  in  a  quiet  ideal  country  of 
rugged  fell  and  pastoral  dale. 

On  such  days  near  the  sun's  zenith  little  can  be 
done  in  bright  daylight  with  the  artificial  fly, 
fished  dry  or  wet.  The  water  is  too  thin  ;  the  day 
is  too  uncompromisingly  fine.  A  little  less  glare 
and  a  more  shifting  airscape  would  be  better  by 
far.  Of  good  promise  or  ill,  what  do  those  leaves 
blown  up  silvery  underneath,  the  vanishing  or 
shaping  mist-caps  on  the  peaks,  that  nimbus  cloud 
pack  forming  in  front,  the  flash  of  lightning  and  a 
score  of  similar  tokens  mean  to  the  fisherman,  and 
(we  must  believe)  in  great  part  to  the  fish  ?  Amid 
all  its  multiple  variety  so  much  is  nature  of  a 
piece  that  experience  prompts  him  to  scan  all 
such  externals  when  he  weighs  the  chances  of  a 
day  at  the  water's  edge.  The  very  front,  in 
common  with  most  fish,  have  been  imbued  through 
long  time  with  the  protective  faculty  of  adapting 
their  tints,  until  they  seem  to  be  the  living  com- 
plement of  what  appears  to  be  their  lifeless 
surroundings.  One  may  get  eels,  and  even  trout, 
almost  as  black  as  ink,  and  flounders  are  caught 
off  the  coast  as  red  as  the  beds  of  submerged  iron 
ore  on  which  they  evidently  lie.  The  latter  facts 
at  least  are  explicable  by  the  now  commonplace 
light  thrown  by  one  of  those  rare  and  profound 
conceptions,  "  which,  till  they  be  demonstrate, 
they  seem  strange  to  our  assent;  but  being 
demonstrate,  our  mind  accepteth  of  them  by  a 
kind  of  relation  (as  the  lawyers  speak),  as  if  we 
had  known  them  before." 

This  inconsequent  outdoor  linking  of  natural 
features,  seemingly  remote,  not  to  say  less,  the 
half  unconscious  integrating  of  organic  life  with 
the  physical  media  that  nursed  it  into  being,  brims 
with  additional  pleasure  for  the  reflecting  man, 
who  takes  the  fishing  as  the  chief  motive  indeed, 
but  keeps  a  casual  eye  for  the  subtle,  elusive 
expressions  which  efTuse  over  the  face  of  the  land- 
scape. Lightsome  smiles  and  sublimer  frowns, 
they  come  and  go  quickly,  or  linger  and  change 
imperceptibly,  and  while  they  doubtless  colour  the 
moods  of  the  sensitive  mind,  they  may  insinuate  a 
past  scene  or  a  gone  face,  as  a  few  rhythmic  bars 
of  a  forgotten  air  recall  them  more  expressly. 
Something  of  these  impressions  revives  in  the 
mature  rod-man,  whose  eager  youthful  enthusiasm 
has  sobered  down,  only  to  be  softened  into  a 
calmer,  riper  enjoyment. 


There  is  less  of  these  incidental  pleasures  in 
fishing  in  the  dusk,  and  the  air  even  yet  retains  a 
perceptible  trace  of  winter's  nip  when  the  sun  is 
gone.  But  like  all  seasons  and  most  times,  the 
early  summer  night  brings  its  own  compensation". 
All  round  is  a  stillness  full  of  Nature  murmurs  and 
movements.  The  uncertain  shadow  of  a  bat  in 
flight,  the  chant-like  thrum  of  a  big  coleopter  as  it 
courses  past,  the  loud  vccal  hoo-hoo  of  an  other- 
wise noiseless  owl,  or  the  harsher  cry  of  some  more 
desolate  bird,  the  bleat  of  a  ewe  that  misses  its 
lamb,  or  the  responsive  lowing  of  distant  cattle  all 
seem  to  harmonise  with  and  to  relieve  the  hush 
and  solitude  of  the  night,  when,  the  eye  being  shut 
in  and  the  air  highly  resonant,  the  sough  of  the 
running  waters  falls  on  the  ear  a  shade  too 
monotonous,  and  when  you  are  persuaded  that  all 
have  quitted  the  by-ways  but  yourself  till  a  brother 
craftsman  stumbles  upon  you  unawares  to  both. 
No  ;  however  well  it  chimes  with  the  humour  of  the 
experienced  but  comfort-loving  man,  late  fishing 
makes  a  special  appeal  to  the  hardier,  younger 
associates,  who,  having  yet  to  measure  the 
tantalising  limits,  obey  the  pull  of  a  zestful 
curiosity ;  who  plump  besides  for  the  basket  and 
the  sport  they  will  have  in  filling  it,  and  while  it 
grows  in  weight  they  feel  that  there  is  labour  to  be 
lightly  borne. 

He  is  not  altogether  new  to  it '?  Then  he  will 
know  that  the  pools  which  were  dead  and  liopeless 
in  the  sun  will  be  astir  with  fish  in  the  evening, 
after,  say,  nine  o'clock,  and  on  a  good  night  he 
may,  if  it  suits  his  mood,  occupy  himself  till  the 
morning  peeps.  The  end  of  May  or  the  beginning 
of  June  is,  perhaps,  the  best  time  for  the  harder- 
fished  places,  before  the  larger  night-feeding  fish  get 
thinned  ;  otherwise,  in  a  piece  of  secluded  or  pre- 
served water  odd  nights  as  good  or  better  may  be 
met  with  through  the  succeeding  weeks,  though 
for  a  shorter  time.  The  one  extra  point  for  the 
inexpert  to  avoid  is  the  placing  of  himself  between 
the  stream  and  the  skyline,  and  that  part  in  par- 
ticular from  which  the  after-glow  of  the  sun  comes, 
which  in  June  is  at  almost  due  north. 

In  going  leisurely  towards  his  ground,  on  the 
choice  of  which  much  depends,  he  sights  an  early 
moth,  then  another,  and  another,  and  presently  as 
the  twilight  deepens  it  becomes  plain  that  in  a 
better  light  the  fields  would  appear  alive  with 
them.  And  on  coming  closer  he  hears  the 
occasional  swish-swash  of  the  now  dislodging  trout, 
and  judges  at  once  from  what  he  sees  that  they  are 
fish  of  good  size,  that  mean  business.  The  far 
greater  number  are  rising  quietly,  and  having 
stepped  down  to  a  view  more  level  with  the  black, 
glassy  water,  he  perceives  its  surface  almost 
covered  with  circlets,  to  be  followed  by  others 
before  they  had  time  to  spread  and  die  away.  It 
it  were  possible  to  turn  on  a  light  that  would  not 
disturb  the  fish  we  should  see  them  swimming 
pretty  thick,  but  poised  often  aslant,  with  their 
vigilant  attention  directed  airward  ;  yet  between 
times  a  nimble  dart  downward  would  show  that 
the  pickings  at  the  bottom  are  by  no  means 
neglected. 

Everything  so  far  looks  propitious,  and  the 
flattering  uncertainty  of  what  is  in  store  for  him, 
which  is  hardly  outgrown  by  the  oldest  rodster, 
sets  his  imagination  agog.  As  if  to  rouse  it  still 
more  (which  was  not  necessary)  a  monster  splash 
echoes  just  then  from  the  opposite  side,  though 
from  underneath  branches  that  overhang  the  water 
too  near.  But  what  of  that ;  was  it  not  of  good 
omen,  the  same  with  the  rest '? 

Many  of  the  local  fishers  bait  a  single  naked  hook 
of  smallish  size  with  a  natural  moth,  and  this  is 
what  is  usually  done  with  the  May  Fly  and  fre- 
quently with  the  Bracken  Clock.  But  not  always, 
and  when  both  have  been  tried  the  verdict  com- 
monly is  that  an  equally  killing  and  the  more 
agreeable  plan  is  to  fish  as  with  ordinary  flies,  but 
with  a  stronger  cast,  and  to  use  two  artificial 
moths,  the  one  being  white  to  smokj-,  the  other 
comparable  to  but  lighter  and  downier  than  the 
pencilled  underside  of  a  woodcock's  wing.  They 
can  be  thrown  wet  or,  more  at  leisure,  dry  should 
the  evening  prove  disappointing,  which  does 
happen  now  and  then,  as  when  it  promises  rain. 
Seldom  in  the  proper  season,  or  later  where  the 
stream  is  not  over-flogged,  have  you  long  to  wait ; 
you  make  a  deft  throw,  and  often  before  you  are 
aware  there  comes  a  tug,  and  you  are  then  both 
awake. 

Eemembering  the  shorter  line  and  stronger  cast, 
and  afraid  of  tangling  something  that  holds  fast  by 
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a  root,  you  decide  to  fetch  him  out  with  as  little 
play  as  may  be  ;  and  with  this  quiet  despatch  and 
practically  no  shifting  of  ground  you  may  land 
three,  five,  or  more  good-sized  trout,  averaging 
between  two  and  five  to  the  pound,  and  odd  ones 
on  either  side.  In  some  of  the  larger  streams  or 
better  reaches  in  either  county  they  run  a  good 
deal  higher.  The  exception  is  a  weedy  fish,  and  if 
it  be  his  first  essay  in  this  one  kind,  and  the  more 
if  he  had  taken  stock  of  the  water  in  daylight,  he 
will  be  surprised  at  his  having  had  sport  quite  so 
telling.  Not  many  years  ago  it  was  a  chance  to 
find  artificial  moths  in  the  shops ;  now  they  can 
be  had  anywhere,  and  though  they  minister  to  a 
species  of  fishing  still  relatively  untried,  there  is 
no  better  means  of  filling  a  creel  with  plump,  even 
trout  than  this. 

Of  course,  some  of  the  best  of  the  fish  have  been 
missed.  They  often  are,  as  the  good  or  ill- 
natured,  but  always  credulous,  quidnunc  even 
might  expect.  Who,  indeed,  stays  to  dilate  on  the 
smaller  tribe  ?  A  grown  trout  has  a  hornier, 
difficult  mouth  ;  he  breaks  you,  proving  too  sinu- 
ously strong  for  the  prompt  one,  two,  three ;  he 
strikes  when  (inexplicable  fact)  you  were  least 
expecting  him.  So  then,  if  you  miss  him  to-day, 
the  knowledge  that  he  is  there  returns  you  for 
another  try,  when  you  will  know  to  an  atom  how 
to  take  him  this  time.  Nor  does  rash  diffidence 
grow  into  easy  confidence  without  heart-burnings 
over  many  like  miscarries ;  and  should  the  friend 
to  whom  you  confide  your  giant  losses  profess  to 
have  heard  the  story  before,  he  gives  you  just 
ground  to  conclude  that  he  is  not  initiate  of  the 
gentle  art  of  angling. 

No  one,  at  least,  will  'question  your  tabling  a 
basket  of  capital  trout ;  for  did  you  not  see  their 
saffron  or  snowy  undersides  in  the  dim  light,  and 
handle  their  soft,  rather  gelid  weight  as  you  merci- 
fully laid  them  insensate  ?  And  though,  contrary 
to  what  one  inclines  to  think,  it  is  not  really  the 
best  basket  that  ever  was,  the  trout  are  yet  such 
as  are  seldom  to  be  bought  in  the  same  pink  of 
condition  (and  freshness — in  contrast  with  their 
similars  of  slaty  hue,  that  have  lost  their  mottled 
bloom  and  gloss,  and  become  a  trifle  flabby  and 
stale.  "  J,  H. 


FISHING  FOE  BONE-FISH  IN 
BISCAYNE  BAY. 


We  were  sitting  about  the  blazing  fireplace, 
sportsmen  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  John  B. 
McFerran  and  J.  W.  Davis,  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
among  the  others. 

"We  have  come  to  Maine,"  began  Mr.  Davis, 
"  principally  to  convince  ourselves  that  we  have 
found,  in  the  bone-fish  of  Florida,  the  gamest  fish 
that  swims.  We  have  taken  the  land-locked 
salmon  of  the  Rangeleys  and  the  big  square-tailed 
trout  of  the  Northern  Maine  lakes  and  streams. 
We've  caught  the  tarpon  of  the  South,  the  black 
bass  of  the  North,  and  we  have  fished  for  the 
gamest  fish  the  country  affords,  only  to  be  convinced 
more  fully  that  nothing  can  hold  a  candle  with  the 
terror  that  I  have  named. 

"  To  say  that  the  gamest  fish  in  the  world  and 
native  of  the  United  States  is  little  known,  and 
that  scarcely  a  score  of  sportsmen  have  fished  for 
it,  is  to  appear  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  veterans 
who  have  caught,  so  they  imagine,  everything  that 
swims  from  Florida  to  Newfoundland,  and  from 
Massachusetts  to  California ;  but  we  are  convinced 
that  such  is  the  case. 

"  It  is  strange,  and  it  isn't,  that  so  little  is  known 
of  the  bone-fish.  Probably  this  fact  is  due  to  their 
scarcity,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  desire  of  the  few 
sportsmen  who  have  had  the  entree  to  the  fun  to 
keep  quiet  about  it;  but,  for  our  part,  we  want 
sportsmen  to  know  about  this  king  of  the  waters. 
The  fish  is  found  in  Biscayne  Bay,  off  the  coast  of 
Florida,  at  Miami,  the  terminus  of  Flagler's  east 
coast-line,  and  the  farthest  point  south  reached  by 
any  railroad.  It  is  not  known  to  be  anywhere  on 
the  American  coast  except  in  Biscayne  Bay  and  a 
territory  covering,  perhaps,  some  one  hundred 
miles — that  is,  the  waters  of  Biscayne  Bay  and 
those  extending  south  for  some  sixty  miles  further. 

Our  discovery  was  purely  accidental.  My 
friend,  McFerran,  was  south  on  a  cruising  trip,  and 
purely  by  accident  put  into  Miami  for  supplies. 
Ever  on  the  look  out  for  fishing,  he  inquired  of  a 
native  what  was  to  be  found  thereabouts,  and  was 


told  of  the  bone-fish.  He  tried  the  sport,  became 
an  enthusiast,  and  since  then  nothing  else  has 
satisfied  him  in  the  way  of  fishing.  We  have 
become  interested  as  his  friends  and  we  feel  the 
same,  but  to  convince  ourselves  that  nothing  else 
approaches  the  bone-fish  we  have  tried  the  different 
waters  of  the  land. 

"  The  fishes  weigh  from  31b.  to  101b.,  averaging 
five  and  six.  They  are  dark  on  the  back,  with 
silvery  sides,  and  scales  like  a  tarpon.  They  are 
long  and  slender  but  well-knit  and  powerful,  with 
a  sharp  forked  tail  and  prominent  dorsal  fin. 
They  are  put  up  for  speed.  They  look  as  if  they 
might  belong  to  the  mullet  or  herring  family. 
They  have  a  large  bone  in  the  jaw  with  which 
they  crusli  their  food,  a  shell-fish,  hence  the 
name. 

"  The  fishing  is  best  from  flood  to  full  tide,  at 
which  time  the  fishes  come  in  and  go  out,  feeding 
on  the  flats  or  shoal  waters  at  a  depth  of  eight  to 
ten  inches,  where  their  food  abounds.  It  is  a 
splendid  sight  to  see  them  coming  in  in  schools, 
that  big  fin  of  theirs  cutting  the  water  and  every 
now  and  then  a  bit  of  sunshine  reflecting  from 
their  silvery  sides.  As  they  feed  upon  the  bottom 
their  heads  go  down  and  their  tails  show  above  the 
water. 

"  Your  "guide  1  works  the  boat  toward  them  care- 
fully, for  they  are  timid  as  deer,  and  once  frightened 
are  very  difficult  to  approach.  When  within  from 
sixty  to  eighty  feet  you  cast  out  your  bait,  one  of 
the  shell-fish  upon  which  they  feed  (and  it  must 
be  fresh,  for  they  will  not  touch  a  piece  of  stale 
bait),  to  within  some  twenty  feet  of  them,  not 
nearer,  for  fear  of  startling  them.  They  have  a 
nose  like  a  full-blooded  pointer,  and  when  they 
smell  that  bait  and  commence  to  hunt  for  it  it  is 
enough  to  give  the  most  hardened  sportsman 
nervous  prostration.  The  bait  must  lie  until  they 
find  it.  This  is  indicated  by  a  slight  nibble,  for 
they  are  not  vigorous  biters,  and  they  must  be 
hooked,  for  they  rarely  hook  themselves. 

"  '  What's  he  do  when  hooked  ?  '  What's  a  race- 
horse do  when  he  gets  the  word  ?  But  a  horse  is 
not  in  the  same  class.  From  300  to  500  feet  of 
the  line  are  taken  out  at  the  first  rush.  This  is 
often  repeated  twice,  and  not  infrequently  three 
times,  making  from  1000  to  1200  feet  of  line  in  all 
taken  out.  When  these  runs  are  over,  if  you  have 
the  fish  on  the  line,  which  probably  you  will  not 
unless  you  are  experienced,  it  is  fight,  fight,  fight 
every  inch  of  the  way  to  the  boat,  the  runs  grow- 
ing shorter  as  the  fish  fails.  When  the  fish  sees 
the  boat  the  final  and  mighty  struggle  comes. 
Not  having  strength  to  make  dashes  he  circles 
about  the  boat  at  a  distance  from  ten  to  thirty 
feet,  often  going  clear  around  the  craft  half  a 
dozen  times  or  more.  When  he  comes  up  along- 
side he  is  dead — he  has  died  dead  game — and  he 
may  be  lifted  in  with  safety  by  the  guide. 

"  Now,  mark  my  word,  a  man  who  once  catches 
a  bone-fish  is  never  satisfied  with  anything  else 
afterwards.  Tarpon  fishing  is  child's  play  in  com- 
parison. George  H.  Hulings,  of.  Philadelphia,  is 
one  of  the  converted  men,  and  his  remark,  '  I'd 
rather  catch  a  71b.  bone- fish  than  be  governor  of 
Pennsylvania,'  expresses  the  feelings  of  all  sports- 
men who  have  tried  the  sport. 

"'Our  best  string?'  Well,  Friend  McFerran 
and  myself  caught  in  two  and  one-half  days'  fishing, 
last  March,  forty  fishes  averaging  Tjlb.  apiece. 
None  were  under  61b.  and  none  over  91b.  in  weight. 
The  several  runs  of  each_of  these  fishes  aggregated 
not  less  than  1000  feet. 

"  Gentlemen,  my  description  is  very,  very  tame. 
One  must  feel  the  mighty  rush  of  this  king  of  the 
finny  tribe  to  understand  what  the  sport  is.  One's 
experience  with  him  cannot  be  told  Ln  words.  If 
you  desire  fishing  beyond  your  wildest  dreams,  my 
advice  is,  encounter  thisjchap  on  his  native  heath. 
The  bone-fish  is  not  the  lady-fish  of  the  Florida 
coast.  This  fish  is  generally  known  as  the  bone- 
fish  among  the  natives,  but  they  are  of  no  kin, 
except  that  both  are  fishes. 

"  For  the  table  I  believe  they  have  no  equal, 
either  planked  or  broiled.  The  fishing  is  best  in 
November  and  December,  but  is  good  all  through 
the  winter,  and  as  late  as  April.  The  Ptoyal  Palm 
Hotel  offers  fine  but  by  no  means  cheap  accom- 
modation. A  yawl  costs  three  dollars  and  a  half, 
a  catboat  five  dollars  and  a  sloop  ten  dollars  per 
day.  This  price  includes  a  guide.  William, 
Charlie  and  George  Bickle  are  guides  at  Miami,  and, 
I  believe,  there  are  no  better  giiides  in  Florida. 

"  Eegular  black  bass  tackle  will  do,  provided 


there  are  six  hundred  feet  of  No.  9  (fine)  best  flax 
or  linen  line,  a  good  multiplying  reel  and  hand- 
made, hammered  bronzed  hooks  on  treble,  twisted, 
best-quality  gut.  Up  to  three  years  ago  not  a 
dozen  men  had  caught  this  fish,  and  the  number 
that  knows  of  him  now  is  far  too  small  for  such 
royal  and  unequalled  sport.  Believe  me,  it  is 
richly  worth  crossing  two  continents  for  the  thrill 
of  encountering  him." — Americaii  Field. 


LOUGH  DEEG.* 


{Continued  from  page  272.) 

The  party  then  adjourned  to  a  neighbouring 
island  for  their  dinner,  a  measure  adopted  not  less 
for  their  own  comfort  than  for  that  of  the  discon- 
solate eagle. 

Thanks  to  the  Captain's  successful  foraging,  the 
dinner  was  plentiful,  though  after  all  it  was  but  an 
extempore  affair,  and  was  soon  despatched,  and  the 
water  offering  no  very  great  temptation,  the  party 
lounged  about  the  island,  whiling  away  the  after- 
noon in  talking,  smoking,  or  sleeping,  as  best 
suited  their  genius  and  inclinations.  The  two 
fishermen  were  seated  on  a  projecting  rock,  with 
their  feet  hanging  over  the  water. 

"  If  ever  an  otter  is  admissible,"  said  the  Parson, 
"it  is  so  on  such  a  lake  as  this.  You  certainly 
never  get  a  day's  fair  fishing  here." 

"  That  is  what  people  always  say  whenever  they 
happen  to  have  a  bad  day's  sport,"  replied  the 
Captain.  "  They  protest  against  the  otter  gener- 
ally, but  think  that  an  exception  ought  to  be  made 
in  their  own  particular  case.  My  opinion  is  that 
it  ought  to  be  contraband  altogether  ;  it  is  merely 
drawing  upon  principle.  A  man  gets  a  good  day's 
fishing  with  it,  if  such  clumsy  work  can  be  called 
fishing,  and  this  lasts  just  till  the  fish  are  up  to  it, 
and  no  longer,  after  which  it  turns  out  that  he  has 
made  the  fish  shy,  spoiled  his  ovra  sport,  and 
ruined  that  of  his  neighbours  entirely.  If  I  had 
my  will,  every  otter-fisher  should  be  solemnly 
ducked,  and  I  would  begin  with  the  Squire." 

"  They  do  that  same,  I  am  told,  on  some  of  the 
Scotch  lakes,"  said  the  Parson. 

"  So  they  do  on  some  of  the  lakes  in  the  South 
of  Ireland  (Inchiquin  for  one),  and  I  wonder  they 
do  not  on  all,"  said  the  Captain.  "But  this  is  a 
matter  in  which  the  legislature  ought  to  interfere. 
They  manage  these  things  better  abroad.  When  I 
was  in  Switzerland,  in  the  year  1846,  a  rascally 
Englishman  launched  his  otter  on  the  lake  of 
Thun.  For  a  week  or  so  the  people  all  turned  out 
to  see  the  sight,  but  they  soon  had  the  sense  to 
discover  that  if  the  fish  were  so  caught  and  so 
shied  they  would  immediately  lose  one  very  profit- 
able class  of  English  travellers — the  fishermen.  So 
they  sent  round  the  bellman,  or  whatever  other 
means  they  take  of  summoning  together  their 
trumpery  parliament,  made  the  affair  a  cabinet 
question,  passed  the  bill  with  a  speed  that  would 
shame  our  people  at  Westminster,  and  the  next 
morning  our  ingenious  Englishman  was  civilly 
informed  that  another  day  of  this  particular  kind 
of  fishing  would  provide  him  with  board  and 
lodging  for  a  month  in  the  town  gaol,  at  the 
expense  of  the  State  of  Berne." 

"  Well,  I  really  wish  our  own  legislature  would 
condescend  to  follow  this  august  example,"  said 
the  Parson. 

"  And  as  parliament  is  usually  dead  slow,"  added 
the  Captain,  "  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  Paddy, 
in  the  meanwhile,  would  take  the  affair  into  his 
own  hands  ;  he  is  just  the  boy  to  do  it  well." 

"  I  do  not  think  even  Paddy  could  do  much  in 
protecting"  this  lake,"  said  the  Parson.  "  It  is  so 
lonely  that  a  man  might  fish  for  a  month  here 
without  being  seen.  The  whole  place  looks  as  if 
the  fairies  were  its  sole  inhabitants." 

"  I  should  think  that  the  fairies  who  belong  to 
this  lake  must  be  of  the  decidedly  serious  class," 
said  the  Captain. 

"  It  is  quite  true,"  said  the  Parson,  "that  the 
legends  of  every  locality  take  their  tone  from  the 
character  of  the  scenery,  and  that  in  so  great  a 
degree  that  a  person  acquainted  with  the  place 
would  always  distinguish  a  true  legend  from  a 
fabrication.  There  would  be  an  incongruity  in  the 
latter — a  want  of  character.  It  would  be  as  if  an 
artist,   painting  this   landscape,  thought   fit  to 

♦  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.Q. 
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decorate  these  islands  with  elms  or  beeches.  You 
would  see  at  once,  from  the  character  of  the 
scenery,  that  the  thing  could  not  be — it  would  be 
out  of  character.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the 
legend  is  simply  an  attempt  made  by  an  unlettered 
but  imaginative  people  to  account  for  natural 
appearances  by  supernatural  agency,  therefore  the 
natural  appearances  must  exist." 

"I  understand  you,"  said  the  Captain.  "You 
mean,  for  instance,  that  when  the  charitable  monk 
is  said  to  have  crossed  the  Erne  on  a  supernatural 
pathway,  there  must  be  a  pathway  of  some  sort  to 
account  for  the  legend." 

"  Exactly  so,"  said  the  Parson.  "  We,  with  our 
knowledge,  can  account  for  that  pathway  by  the 
very  natural  solution  that  the  debris  washed  down 
by  the  river  in  its  furious  passage  from  Belleek  to 
Clogh-or  must  settle  as  soon  as  they  have  cleared 
the  gorge,  and  are  carried  into  stiller  water,  and 
wherever  they  do  settle  there  will  be  a  ford.  But 
in  earlier  times  men  were  ignorant  of  the  doctrines 
of  specific  gravity,  and  had  recourse  to  the  super- 
natural ;  hence  the  Ballagh  na  Monach.  Or  again, 
the  other  day,  when  the  weather  fell  so  calm  at 
Lough  Melvin,  the  Scholar,  a  stranger  to  the  place, 
was  struck  at  once  with  the  resemblance  of  that 
reef  of  rocks  to  a  ruined  bridge.  Had  he  seen  the 
moon  shining  along  it  the  resemblance  would  have 
been  stronger.  Hence  the  legend.  Had  there 
been  no  such  resemblance  there  would  have  been 
no  such  legend ;  had  that  resemblance  existed  in 
this  lake,  the  legend  would  have  been  of  a  darker 
and  gloomier  character." 

"  This  lake  has  its  legends,  I  suppose  ?  "  said  the 
Captain. 

"  Of  course  it  has,"  said  the  Parson ;  "  and  of 
course  they  take  their  tone  from  its  scenery.  I 
will  tell  you  one  that  is  peculiarly  characteristic ; 
it  is  called  '  the  March  of  the  Dead  Maguires.' 
The  lake  is,  as  you  see,  of  a  rounder  form  than 
most  lakes  ;  and  whether  it  is  from  that  cause,  or 
whether  there  is  anything  peculiar  in  the  shape  of 
the  hills  that  surround  it,  I  do  not  know,  but  in 
certain  winds  there  is  a  heavy  roller  of  a  wave  that 
runs  along  its  shores,  and  looks  as  if  it  were 
sweeping  round  and  round  the  lake,  setting  all  the 
reeds  and  bulrushes  in  motion,  and  dragging,  as  it 
were,  the  great  beds  of  lake-weed  after  it. 

"Now  the  legend  is  that  the  great  Maguire,  of 
whom  I  told  you  last  night,  when  he  saw  his  island 
sunk,  took  it  as  a  sign  of  Heaven's  displeasure ; 
and  giving  up  all  thoughts  of  resistance,  dispersed 
his  clan,  and  retired  with  a  few  faithful  followers 
to  Lough  Derg.  His  intention  was  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  the  religious  seclusion  of 
the  Purgatory;  but  whether  he  had  been  rejected 
by  the  church,  or  whether  he  had  committed  any 
particular  crime,  or  whether  a  peculiar  mode  of 
purgation  had  been  prescribed  to  him,  I  do  not 
know,  but,  as  he  crossed  the  lake,  a  furious  tempest 
arose,  and  he  and  his  people  were  overwhelmed  in 
the  dark  waters.  And  it  is  said  that,  from  that 
time  to  this,  whenever  any  misfortune  threatens 
Ireland,  the  dead  Maguire  winds  his  ghostly  bugle, 
and  summons  to  his  train  not  only  those  of  his 
own  clan  who  fell  in  the  wars  or  perished  after- 
wards in  the  horrible  massacres  of  Cromwell,  but 
also  all  those  of  his  name  who  have  died  in  arms 
against  the  Sassenagh  from  time  immemorial ;  and 
the  whole  train  of  spirits,  thousands  upon 
thousands,  each  in;  the  dress  and  arms  of  its  own 
century,  march  round  and  roxmd  the  lake  under  its 
waters,  heaping  up  the  waves  before  them,  and 
leaving  traces  of  their  passage  in  the  broad  stains 
of  blood  among  the  trampled  weeds." 

"  I  wonder,"  said  the  Captain,  "  what  the  great 
Maguu-e  says  about  the  agitators  of  the  present 
day  ?  One  would  think  they  must  cost  the  poor 
fellow  many  a  wearj'  tramp.  But  how  on  earth  do 
you  pick  up  all  these  stories  ?  People  never  tell 
them  to  me." 

"  Because  you  laugh  "at  them,"  said  the  Parson. 
"  An  Irishman  is  very  sensitive  to  ridicule.  Per- 
haps he  has  a  secret  consciousness  that  some  of 
these  stories  of  his  require  a  little  faith  in  the 
hearer,  and  he  will  not  subject  his  cherished  belief 
to  the  test  of  an  unfriendly  one.  One  thing  is 
quite  certain — if  you  ask  an  Irishman  a  direct 
question  about  anything,  you  will  not  get  a  direct 
answer.  Did  I  never  tell  you  about  Inglis  and  his 
book?  " 

{To  he  continued.) 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  4nierican  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Umited,  St.  Dunstan's  House  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  mu^t  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks.  —  Several  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Thames  during  the  week  in 
search  of  Thames  trout,  but  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain 
very  few  fish  of  any  respectable  size  have  been  caught. 
The  river  is  in  perfect  order,  but  there  has  been  a 
strong  wind  from  the  north-east  which  has  made 
trouting  in  the  open  reaches  very  uncomfortable  and 
unprofitable.  Since  my  last  report  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  my  friend,  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorials,  has  taken  another  large  trout 
from  the  Thames.  The  fish  weighed  71b.  2Joz.,  and 
was  caught  close  to  Teddington  Lock  gates.  It  was  in 
splendid  condition,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  large  fish 
which  has  often  been  seen  in  the  locality,  and  the 
weight  of  which  has  been  estimated  at  141b.  Some 
have  even  thought  it  to  be  the  "Jubilee"  fish, 
about  which  so  much  has  been  talked,  but  so 
little  seen.  Mr.  Sinibaldi  caught  the  fish  from  the 
bank,  and  this  fish  is  consequently  the  largest 
Thames  trout  caught  from  the  bank  since  the  late  Mr. 
Lukyn,  senr.,  caught  a  trout  of  121b.  ioz.  from 
the  bank  at  Sunbury  on  a  fly.  At  Bourne  End 
an  angler  hooked  a  large  trout  which  broke  the 
line.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  E.  Shaw  saw  the 
float  on  the  water,  and  attaching  a  line  to  it 
landed  the  fish,  which  weighed  61b.  2oz.  Much 
regret  is  expressed  in  the  upper  reaches  at  the  death 
of  Mr.  Stephen  Blake,  the  oldest  lock-keeper  on  the 
Thames,  fie  commenced  work  for  the  Conservancy, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  at  Sandford,  above  Oxford, 
where  he  worked  till  his  death.  In  his  lime  he  had 
saved  several  persons  from  being  drowned  at  or  near 
the  lock. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

  (Iieclilade,  Gloucestershire). — River  is  in 

nice  order  for  trouting,  but  little  has  been  done  up  to 
the  present  time.  Two  or  three  good  ones  have  been 
located  by  the  river  bailiff.  Two  or  three  small  trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  Cricklade  district. — Ramblee. 

Ancholme  District. — Prospects  for  trout  fishing 
are  still  good,  but  the  waters  are  getting  very  low  for 
the  time  of  the  year.  I  keep  a  rain  gauge  and  the  fall 
for  the  four  months  ending  to-day  is  only  5  22  inches 
against  7'79  last  year  which  was  also  a  dry  season.  A 
few  more  bright  spring  days  will  bring  on  the  Haw- 
thorn Fly  which  is  a  good  killer  for  three  weeks  or  so. 
Then  comes  the  Black  Gnat,  and  the  cream  of  spring 
fishing  is  then  over.  Grayling  are  spawning  late  this 
season.  I  took  some  eggs  yesterday,  but,  alas,  as  usual 
the  handling  of  the  fish  settles  the  majority  of  them, 
and  fresh  supplies  have  to  be  got  in  October  or 
November. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Avon  (Biugwood). — Mr.  Hodges,  fishing  recently 
in  the  Avon,  took  a  salmon  weighing  251b.,  and  Mr. 
Carlyon  one  of  241b.  On  April  29,  Mr.  R.  Morant 
landed  one  weighing  27Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Polden  has  had 
another  from  the  Bisterne  water  of  22Jlb. — F.  E.  P. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windrush  (East 
Gloucestershire).— The  hotel  waters  on  the  Coin 
are  in  very  good  order.  Extensive  river  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  since  last  teason  on  the  Coin, 
both  on  private  and  hotel  water,  and  liberal  re- 
stockings  with  yearling  and  two-year-old  fario  has  put 
this  stream  on  a  par  with  some  of  the  best  in  the 
kingdom. — F.  L. 

Cornish  Streams. — Pishing  was  very  bad  during 
the  early  part  of  the  week,  the  weather  being  bright 
and  the  water  clear.  The  Tamar  remains  high,  and 
for  another  week  there  will  be  very  little  sport.  No 
peal  are  running  in  the  Fowey  and  Camel  yet,  but 
over  the  border  in  the  Tavy  the  first  instalment  has 
run  up,  and  unsuccessful  battles  have  been  fought  by 
Sir  Robert  Harris  and  others.  The  Tavy  is  too  clear 
for  much  good  trout-fishing. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  little  has 
been  done  this  week,  the  very  cold  easterly  winds 
being  very  much  against  the  rods  which  have  been  on 
the  water.  The  river  is,  however,  in  good  condition, 
but  the  fish  are  not  taking  as  they  usually  do  at  this 
period.  At  the  Weir  sport  continues  to  be  good, 
whilst  on  the  Harbourne  Mr.  Garrow  Gre^  creeled 
26  and  has  had  several  smaller  catches  since. 
Mr.  H.  de  Schmid  had  a  basket  of  half  a  dozen  nice 
fish  on  Tuesday  (April  29).  A  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  in  the  evenings,  but  catches  have  not  been 
large,  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  Fall,  and  H.  T.  Distin 
each  having  baskets  of  about  six  to  twelve.  On  the 
Avon  on  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  W.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth, 
creeled  a  trout  weighing  lib.  9oz. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  now  (April  30)  a 
westerly  wind  and  water  in  fair  trim  for  the  fly,  and 
sport  prospects  are  therefore  better  than  thay  have 
been  for  some  time  past.  We  hear  of  the  Olives  and 
the  small  Red  Palmer  doing  well.  A  splendid  lot  of  two 
year  old  trout  were  turned  in  the  Barrsford  Dale 
length  a  few  weeks  back  (800  of  them).  These  should 
help  keep  up  the  stock  of  Dove  trout  materially. — 
D.  &  W.  Foster. 


Esk  (Whitby). — After  a  brief  period  of  promising 
angling  conditions,  this  river  is  again  in  somewhat 
indifferent  order,  and  anglers  who  are  plying  the  rod 
are  having  only  moderate  sport.  March  Brown  and 
Blue  Dun  arc  the  flies  which  are  proving  the  most 
successful  lure.  Several  sea  anglers  have  been  using 
the  bottom  line  from  the  piers,  but  the  takes  are  of 
poor  quality  generally.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle. — During  the  long  spall  of  cold 
westerly  wiods  trout  have  been  slow  at  rising,  and  only 
in  certain  sheltered  places  under  the  wind  has  any 
good  been  done.  Some  days  ago  a  nice  basket  of 
twenty-six  trout,  weight  71b.,  was  taken,  and  some 
smaller  baskets  have  been  made  since  with  Blue  and 
Red  Uprights,  March  Brown,  etc. — Blue  Ui-higut. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  has  been 
in  good  trim  for  fishing  generally,  but  the  north  and 
north-east  winds  prevailing  during  ihe  last  week  has 
spoilt  all  sport,  and  only  a  few  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  warmer  part  of  the  day,  Palmers,  Cow  Dung, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Uprights  being  the  most  successful 
flies  used.  The  pike  are  being  looked  after  by  the 
fishermen  generally,  and  they  should  be  exterminated, 
if  such  is  possible.  Some  salmon  are  to  be  found  in 
the  weir  pools  and  deep  holes  in  the  several  deep 
reaches  between  here  and  Dulverton. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Cold  nights  and  easterly  breezes  have  not  been  in  the 
interests  of  trout  anglers.  There  has  not  been  a  great 
deal  done  as  yet  in  fishing  with  the  fly,  but  more  fish 
are  taken  by  swimming  methods  and  the  using  of 
maggot  and  worms. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  east  wind 
has  been  very  troublesome  during  the  last  week, 
and  occasionally  it  has  been  blowing  almost  a 
gale,  but  on  the  whole  the  fly  fisher  has  had  little 
to  complain  of  except  the  cold.  A  few  big  baskets 
have  been  made  during  the  week,  and  the 
general  average  of  baskets  has  been  quite  up 
to  what  is  usual.  On  April  23,  Messrs.  Kennedy  and 
Edmundson  had  nine  fish,  Sib.  8oz. ;  Rev.  Tower  and 
Captain  Franks  six  each,  and  Mr.  Latch  four,  21b.  lOoz. 
On  April  24,  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Edmondson  killed 
nineteen,  111b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Douglas  Graham,  fourteen, 
81b.  lloz. ;  Rsv.  Tower  and  Mr.  Gedge,  fourteen ;  Mr. 
Graham,  five,  31b.  4oz. ;  Captain  Franks,  five,  21b.  lloz. ; 
Mr.  Shawe,  four,  21b.  5oz.  ;  and  several  others  of  four 
and  under.  On  April  25,  Messrs.  Shawe  and  Jarvis 
killed  sixteen,  91b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  nine,  51b.  4oz. ; 
Rev.  Gregoire's  party,  eleven,  Gib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Douglas 
Graham,  five,  21b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Lyle,  four,  21b.  12oz.  On 
April  26,  the  best  basket  was  nine,  51b.  3oz. ;  and  there 
were  several  creels  of  seven,  five,  and  four.  On  April 
28,  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Edmundson  killed  sixteen, 
91b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Everett,  eleven,  61b.  8oz ;  Mr.  Ward, 
seven  ;  Mr.  Shawe,  eight,  41b.  lOoz.  ;  and  Judge  Short, 
three,  2lb.  4oz.  On  April  29,  Mr.  Ward  killed  twenty, 
111b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Shawe,  ten,  61b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs. 
Kennedy  and  Edmundson,  fourteen,  91b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Roach,  four ;  and  Mr.  Everett,  three,  21b.  5oz.  The 
same  flies  still  hold  good. — Longdrift. 

Lea.  —  Trout  fishing  opened  on  Thursday,  but 
conditions  were  not  favourable  to  sport,  the  river 
being  clear  and  the  weather  boisterous.  The  cold 
weather  has  kept  the  trout  down,  and  during  the  past 
week  few  moving  fish  have  been  seen.  No  good  sport 
is  likely  to  be  met  with  until  warm  and  genial  winds 
prevail.  On  the  Beane  and  Rib  there  has  been 
scarcely  any  fly  seen  yet.  Roach  have  begun  spawn- 
ing in  the  Lea  —  very  early  so  far  considering  the 
cold  spring.  I  have  heard  of  no  captured  trout  by 
Stort  anglers  yet  this  season. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
trout  streams  were  running  stained,  and  rose  a  little 
at  the  end  of  last  week  owing  to  rain,  but  it  soon  ran 
ofi,  and  they  aro  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
in  capital  order  for  fishiog.  Angling  has  been 
fairly  brisk,  a  good  few  rods  being  out  with  fly  on 
both  streams.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for 
angling,  the  fish  running  well,  and  several  very  nice 
lots  of  trout  have  been  taken. — Gwynne. 

iMXigg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  splendid  order,  but  for  the  last  few  days 
we  have  experienced  a  snap  of  very  cold  north-east 
winds,  with  the  result  that  trout  do  not  rise  freely. 
To-day  (April  30)  wind  has  shifted  to  west  and  north- 
west, glass  is  falling,  and  appearances  indicate  near 
approach  of  rain.  As  quickly  as  the  weather  becomes 
warmer  fish  should  rise  freely,  as,  considering  the 
atmospheric  conditions,  natural  flies  are  fairly  plenti- 
ful. The  Alder  has  made  its  appearance,  also  the 
Stone  Fly  and  the  Yellow  Dun  are  due  there,  and  a 
selection  from  the  mid-spring  flies  (all  of  which  are  on 
the  water)  should  be  the  best  for  the  coming  week. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  weather  for 
the  past  week  has  been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing, 
cold  winds  from  the  north  and  east  sweeping  down 
stream  and  bright  sun  overhead.  All  traces  of  the 
freshet  of  last  week  are  gone,  and  the  water  is  clear 
and  low.  Fishing  is  now  so  hopeless  that  scarcely 
any  rods  can  be  seen  on  the  banks. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  plenty  of  rain  this  week 
to  put  some  water  in  the  rivers,  and  they  are  all  now 
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in  splendid  condition.  The  Meavy  is  in  first-class 
Older,  and  some  fine  trout  have  been  taken  during  the 
week.  1  have  received  a  card  from  a  gentleman  who 
says:  "  This  evening,  on  the  Avon,  I  landed  a  trout 
weighing  lib.  9oz. ;  length,  16in.  ;  fly,  Blue  Mazwell." 
Reports  from  the  Cornish  streams  and  other  rivers  in 
the  district  are  also  f;ood. — William  Hk.ardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnnry,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanjrmy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  have  now  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  severe  storm  last  week,  and 
are  again  in  excellent  condition  for  the  fly ;  as  the 
weather  at  present  is  very  favourable  for  angling, 
much  better  Rport  is  being  had  and  nice  baskets  of 
trout  taken  from  these  streams,  more  especially 
from  the  Tanat  and  its  tributaries,  and  also  from  the 
Cain.  In  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  pike  are  much  too 
numerous  for  the  well-being  of  trout,  and  anglers  are 
allowed  to  capture  them  all  the  year  round.  — 

Vi'RNWY. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — The 

weather  has  been  adverse  with  the  cold  easterly  winds 
for  trout  fishing.  The  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  in  the 
Fletching  district  have  yielded  a  few  brace  by  worming, 
but  nothing  over  14oz.  has  been  recorded.  From  the 
lower  water  I  have  no  news,  so  infer  there  is  nothing 
worth  recording.  Harbour  fishing  among  the  smelt 
has  been  good,  as  many  as  seven  dozen  were  taken  by 
one  rod  paternostering  with  ragworm  a  few  days  since. 
A  few  small  bass  have  been  taken.  The  sewage  efflux 
at  Chichester  Harbour  appears  attractive  to  the  fish, 
but  the  cockles  are  tabooed.  The  deposit  on  the  mud 
has  resulted  in  many  oases  of  illness  through  indulging 
in  harbour  cockles. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

TaflF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week 
or  two,  and  some  fine  salmon  and  sewin  by  the  net 
fishermen  in  the  estuary.  At  the  time  of  writing 
I  April  28)  the  river  is  low,  and  a  good  rain  needed. — 
H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — During  the  week  two  or  three 
salmon  and  many  trout  were  killed.  One  gentleman 
in  three  days  creeled  over  a  hundred  trout  with  the 
minnow.  Local  flies  still  killing,  but  early  morning 
and  late  afternoon  have  been  too  cold  for  sport. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Not  many  trout 
taken  during  the  past  week.  Too  bright  during  the 
day,  with  frosty  nights,  and  the  river  is  getting  low 
again. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  is  now  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  A  goDd  few  anglers  have  been  out 
and  sport  has  been  go  .id,  and  the  fish  taken  are  getting 
in  better  conditi  n.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Palmer,  Red  Spinner,  Brown  and  Red  Spinners, 
CowduDg  and  Iron  I31ue,  and  sport  has  been  had  with 
worm.  On  Saturday  (April  26),  with  the  worm,  some 
very  nice-sized  trout  were  landed.  On  Monday  two 
anglers  were  out  and  tried  fly,  but  sport  was  slow, 
only  six  trout  being  linded.  With  worm  trout  }lb.  in 
weight  were  taken.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  some 
nice  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly,  and  the  prospects 
for  sport  are  now  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared  after  having  been  coloured  and 
high  from  surface  water  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The 
weather  has  been  favourable  for  anglers,  but  very  cold 
and  frosty  at  nights,  followed  by  fine  days ;  the 
trout  have  been  on  the  feed  after  12  o'clock,  and  have 
been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  A  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  this  week  and  sport  has  been  good,  and  nice 
lots  of  trout  taken,  and  as  the  water  is  improved  the 
prospects  for  fishing  in  this  part  are  now  very  good  for 

fly. — WORCE%TEB. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Fishing  is  a  little  more  lively  in  the  North  Lincoln- 
shire district.  March  Browns  and  Palmers,  along  with 
the  Cowdung  Fly,  are  ia  evidence.  Most  of  the  waters 
about  this  neighbourhood  are  in  the  hands  of  private 
owners,  but  there  are  one  or  two  places  where  tickets 
may  be  had  for  the  local  waters.  Perhaps  the  best  of 
these  is  on  the  Bain,  above  Hornoastle,  but  very  few 
strangers  have  put  in  an  appearance.  The  agitation 
is  still  carried  on  for  changing  the  close  time  of  coarse 
fish  angling  on  the  Witham,  while  many  local  people 
are  in  favour  of  this  being  done.  Strangers  who 
patronise  these  waters  in  summer  as  a  rule  are  opposed 
to  the  idea. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  owing  to  a  strong 
north-east  wind  blowing  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  A  gentleman  from  Nottingham,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water 
(on  the  Lover's  Walk),  took  three  fish.  Also  Mr.  0. 
Buxton,  fishing  with  a  minnow,  landed  one  trout  of 
l^lb.  Piercy,  the  keeper,  informs  me  that  there  are 
a  greit  many  trout  and  grayling  affected  with  fungus, 
and  some  have  died.  Useful  flies  :  Yellow  Dun,  Pale 
Blue  Dun,  Grannom  (or  Green  Tail),  Olive  Dun,  and 
Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yora,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
tec.  (Torks). — Although  it  has  moderated  somewhat, 
the  weather  keeps  cold  for  the  time  of  year  and  the 
night  frosts  up  the  Dales  very  sharp.  Our  rivers, 
too,  have  run  down,  and  owing  to   the  absence  of 


insect  life,  particularly  aquatic  flies,  the  few  spring 
migrants  that  are  with  us  have  a  hard  time  of  it, 
and  there  is  very  little  inducement  for  the  fish 
to  rise ;  most  of  the  trout  that  have  been  basketed 
during  the  week  have  been  caught  with  the  natural 
minnow  fished  on  "  Ariel "  tackle,  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon,  or  v/orm.  A  few  brace  have, 
however,  been  picked  up  by  the  Yoredale  experts 
with  the  fly,  but  as  long  as  the  present  conditions 
continue  sport  will  not  be  good  on  this  river  or  the 
Swale.  I  found  the  water  very  low  and  bright  at 
Morton  Bridge  on  Tuesday,  and  little  could  be  done 
owing  to  the  bright  sunshine  that  prevailed — Mr.  James 
Gibson,  of  York,  caught  a  couple  of  trout  over  lib.  each 
in  the  Black  Ox  Club  length  of  the  Bedale  Beck 
on  April  28.  Sport  with  the  fly  on  this  stream  has 
been  very  disappointing  so  far  this  season.  A  North- 
allerton angler,  fishing  the  Codbeck,  has  bad  fair 
sport,  creeling  seven  trout,  from  Jib.  up  to  lib.  each, 
but  he  had  to  depend  on  the  "running  worm,"  as  the 
fly  was  useless.  The  West  Riding  rivers  have  not 
attracted  many  anglers  to  their  banks  as  yet. 
Sport  on  the  Wharfe  has  been  moderate,  although 
several  fine  baskets  are  recorded  on  the  Kilnsey  length, 
the  favourite  flies  on  the  upper  waters  of  this  river 
have  been  the  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Snipe  Bloa,  and  Winter  Brown.  Lower  down,  anglers 
have  had  to  fish  hard  to  secure  half  a  dozen  brace  of 
trout  on  the  Ilkley  water.  Snipe  and  Yellow,  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  and  the  hackled  pattern  of  the  Olive  Bloa, 
dressed  with  a  feather  from  the  green  woodpecker,  being 
the  best  killers.  Several  good  fish  have  been  caught  on 
the  Otley  length  with  the  above  flies,  and  at  CoUingham 
an  angler  captured  a  trout  weighing  21b.  6oz.  with  live 
bait.  Some  few  floe  trout  are  reported  from  the  Nidd 
and  Derwent,  and  considering  all  things  anglers  fish- 
ing the  upper  waters  of  the  Aire  cannot  complain. 
At  the  Tadcaster  Police  Court  on  Monday  several 
anglers  hailing  from  Leeds,  etc.,  were  summoned  by 
Mr.  C.  y.  Moses,  water  bailiff  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  for  fishing  for  trout  without  licences.  For  the 
defence  it  was  shown  that  the  anglers  paid  the  money 
for  their  licences  to  a  delegate  of  their  club,  and  he  had 
neglected  to  take  them  out ;  the  cases  were,  therefore, 
withdrawn  on  the  defendants  agreeing  to  pay  costs. 
A  few  days  previously  a  reverend  gentleman  and  a 
medical  man  were  summoned  at  Leyburn  for  fishing 
in  private  water  without  a  licence ;  both  gentlemen 
had  taken  out  licences  for  years,  and  had  no  intention 
of  evading  the  payment  on  this  occasion,  but  had 
"  neglected  to  take  out  a  licence,"  they  were  convicted 
and  fined.  From  this  it  appears  that  if  you  personally 
neglect  to  take  out  a  licence  you  are  convicted,  but  if 
you  depute  your  secretary,  servant  or  friend  to  procure 
one  and  he  neglects  to  do  so,  and  you  are  caught  by 
the  bailiff  "  fishing  for  trout  without  a  licence,"  the 
case  is  withdrawn !  Funny,  is  it  not  ? — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Salmon 
angling  in  this  quarter  has  hitherto  this  season  been 
very  disappointing — as  indeed  it  has  been  on  all  the 
northern  rivers.  During  the  past  week  half  a  dozen 
anglers  were  out  on  the  various  beats  bat  only  five 
salmon  in  all  were  landed.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  R. 
T.  Coupland  landed  one  on  the  Grennards  water. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Morant,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
caught  one  on  Braelangwell  water,  and  Mrs.  Oakley, 
Balnagown  Arms,  fishing  Invercharron  water,  landed 
two  salmon  weighing  9Jlb.  each  and  a  trout  of  IJlb. 
On  Thursday  (April  24)  Mr.  Morant  had  a  salmon  of 
B^lb.,  besides  a  trout  of  IJlb.  Friday  and  Saturday 
(April  25  and  26)  were  blank,  and  so  were  Monday  and 
Tuesday  this  week.  On  Wednesday  a  good  deal  of 
rain  fell,  which  it  is  hoped  will  improve  matters.  The 
net  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  the  most 
unproductive  experienced  for  a  long  time,  some  days 
not  a  fish  got,  although  a  number  of  stations  are  in 
full  working  order. — B. 

Cree  and  Minnick. — Spring  fishing  of  1902  must 
be  added  to  the  long  list  of  failures  in  the  Solway 
district,  although  in  this  it  seems  but  to  share  in  the 
general  scarcity  of  salmon  all  over  Scotland.  April, 
usually  the  best  spring  month  on  the  Cree,  has  been 
less  productive  than  in  any  recent  year,  despite  the 
fact  that  no  net  has  been  worked  in  the  river  since 
1899.  This  is  partly  attributable,  no  doubt,  to 
drought.  From  April  6  to  22  the  river  ran  at  summer 
level,  with  a  bright  sun  usually  overhead.  A  few  fish 
were  picked  out  by  those  anglers  who  were  on  the 
spot  to  seize  the  occasion  of  cloud  and  breeze.  Mr. 


Angling  books.  Jackson's  "Practical  Fly-Fisher."  Latest 
edition,  giving  col  ured  plates  of  natural  and  artificial  Hies, 
dressings,  seasons  for  use  etc.  Ts.  6d  ,  post  free.  "  Lochs  and 
Loch  Fishing,"  by  Ilamifn  Stuart  (published  at  lOs.  Cd.) ;  a  few 
shop-soiled  copies  73..  pjst  free.  Samples  of  Mr.  Stuart's  Loch 
Flies,  12  patterns  for  2s.  6d.,  post  free.  'Ihe  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon  kills  trout  on  any  water;  sample  Is.  6d.,  post  free. 
Special  picked  undrawn  gut  for  fly  points,  long  and  fine,  Is.  per 
dozen.  Yorkshire  trout  flies,  sample  dozen  assorted,  splendid 
killers,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Ariel  tackle,  complete  with  trace, 
1".  2il.,  the  best  tackle  for  spinning  natural  minnow. — J.  E. 
MiLLK.R  (Telephone  2001),  Northern  Anglers'  DepSt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams;  " Piscat or,  Leeds." 


Philip  Cobbold  killed  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.  on  No.  1  beat 
on  April  8,  Mr.  Finninghame  two  of  131b.  and  Clb.  on 
No.  2  on  April  14,  and  Mr.  Merry  had  a  couple  on 
No.  2  during  the  week.  Rain  came  on  April  21,  and 
the  river  was  in  high  spate  on  April  22  and  23.  On 
April  24  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart  on  No.  6  had  two  fish  of 
91b.  and  7Jlb.,  Mr.  Philip  Cobbold  one  of  101b.  on 
No.  4,  and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  one  of  S^lb.  on  No.  6. 
The  water  was  in  fine  order  on  April  25  and  26,  but  a 
blazing  sun  and  hard  east  wind  caused  the  return 
from  all  beats  to  be  blank. — Salmonicei's. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  continues  in 
good  ply,  and  with  the  improvement  in  the  weather 
anglers  are  enjoying  sport  in  increasing  numbers,  and 
fair  baskets  are  being  got.  On  the  water  of  the 
Banff  Fife  Arms  Hotel  the  fishing  is  proving 
satisfactory.  On  Wednesday  (April  23)  Mr.  and 
Master  McNair,  London,  killed  a  salmon  weighing 
91b.,  and  they  also  hi  d  good  baskets  of  trout. 
Professor  Niven,  from  Aberieen,  had  also  fair  baskets 
of  trout  on  the  same  water.  On  Mr.  Porter's  water  at 
Marnoch,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gosohen,  London,  and  others 
had  some  heavy  baskets  of  trout.  Anglers  are  also 
meeting  with  fair  success  at  Huntly  and  upper  reaches 
at  the  trout  fishing.  The  few  salmon  caught  are 
not  newly  run  fish.  Although  the  weather  has  been 
more  favourable  on  the  coast  for  some  time  salmon 
are  not  drawing  inshore,  and  consequently  few  are 
entering  the  river.  The  netting  results  both  in  the 
river  and  along  the  coast  for  the  past  week  have  been 
somewhat  meagre.  In  fact,  on  some  days,  the  net 
fishermen  on  the  river,  who  work  in  day  and  night 
shifts,  had  scarcely  a  salmon  and  a  small  number  of 
sea  trout.  Up  to  the  middle  of  this  week  grilse  had 
not  appeared  on  the  coast,  and  it  does  not  look  likely 
that  there  will  be  any  improvement  in  the  fishing 
until  the  grilse  season  comes  on.  The  yield  from 
the  bag  nets  at  the  various  coast  stations  was 
also  poor,  and  only  three  boxes  were  sent  to  the  mar- 
kets for  the  week,  half  that  sent  for  the  corresponding 
week  last  year. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).  —  Mr.  James  Balfour 
Kinnear,  of  Edinburgh,  fishing  from  Luib  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  (April  23),  had  eleven  trout  weighing  ijlb., 
and  nine  trout,  weighing  51b.,  on  Thursday  (April  24). 
On  the  last-named  date  Master  George  Kinnear  had 
fourteen  trout,  5^1b.  On  Friday  (April  25),  Mr.  James 
B.  Kinnear  had  fourteen  trout,  6Jlb.,  and  Master  Q. 
Kinnear  eleven  trout,  6Jlb.  On  Saturday  (April  26), 
Mr.  J.  B.  Kinnear  had  eleven  trout,  weighing  5ftb. — 
D.  McNaughton. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— Sport  has  been 
comparatively  poor.  The  following  salmon  have  been 
got  since  last  report :  On  April  15  Mr.  Evans  got  one 
weighing  231b. ;  on  16th  Mr.  Johnson  one  of  161b. ; 
on  17th  a  9-pounder  was  landed  by  Mr.  Evans  ;  and  on 
18th  the  same  angler  caught  one  of  111b. ;  on  2 1st  Mr. 
Johnson  had  one  of  111b. ;  on  24th  Mr.  Jackson  landed 
a  14-pounder  and  Miss  Evans  one  of  71b.  General  Sir 
Redvers  Buller,  V.C.,  came  north  on  Saturday  last. 
He  and  his  friends.  Sir  John  Shelly,  Bart.,  of  Michel 
Grove,  Sussex,  and  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart., 
of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  are  to  fish  the  Shin  during 
May.  Sir  Redvers  was  for  many  years  a  very  successful 
angler  on  this  river. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Sport  generally  has  been 
rather  poor  during  the  past  few  days.  Cold,  changeable 
winds,  with  cloud  and  sunshine  and  an  absence  of 
moisture,  have  kept  fish  from  taking,  except  for 
occasional  short  intervals  when  there  would  be  a  free 
rise  on.  The  first  201b.  basket  this  season  was  brought 
in  on  Monday  (April  28),  when  most  of  the  fish  were 
taken  in  the  evening  when  a  sudden  rise  of  temperature 
brought  trout  to  the  surface,  and  Dr.  Irvin,  Leeming, 
secured  eighteen  which  weighed  201b.  On  Tuesday, 
he  creeled  twelve  trout,  121b.  Boz.  ;  Mr.  Gourlay, 
Dundee,  had,  with  fly,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ; 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Reid,  Cowdenbeath,  twelve  trout, 
91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Syme,  Duddingston,  three  fine 
trout  which  weighed  71b.,  heaviest  21b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs. 
Stirling  and  Croall,  Haddington,  twelve  trout,  131b. 
8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Robb  and  Dobbie,  Stirling,  five  trout, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Mr.  Steel, 
Perth,  twelve  trout,  111b. ;  Colonel  Leith  Hay,  Bridge 
of  Allan,  six  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Colonel  Haggard,  five 
trout,  61b.  8oz.  The  following  clubs  competed  :  Perth 
(17  rods),  fifty-nine  trout,  491b.  5oz. ;  first,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Mowat  (fly),  ten  trout,  81b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Howe 
(fly),  eight  trout,  51b.  15oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J. 
Smith,  lib.  15Joz.  Glasgow  Wanderers  (9  rods),  thirty- 
one  trout,  331b.  15oz. ;  first,  Mr.  D.  Cameron,  eight 
trout,  81b.  loz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  five  trout, 
51b.  7oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  21b.  5oz. 
Other  three  clubs  competed,  when  the  catches,  owing 
to  bright  calm  weather,  barely  averaged  one  trout  per 
rod.  The  number  of  trout  taken  this  season  up  to 
Tuesday  last  was  652  which  weighed  644|lb.,  or  an 
average  of  almost  lib.  per  fish.  The  number  is  not  so 
large  as  during  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year, 
but  the  average  weight  shows  the  very  satisfactory 
increase  of  about  3oz.  more  per  trout. — Robert  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — On  April  25,  Colonel 
Moir,  on  Loch  Fada,  landed  twenty  brown  trout,  lOlb., 
heaviest  fib. ;  and  on  April  26,  on  Skeltair,  one  salmon, 
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91b.  Lochs  are  in  good  order ;  weather  very  clear  and 
warm. — D.  Macfadyen, 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  IT.B.)— On  April  21,  Mr.  H 
Haynes  landed  a  salmon  of  231b.,  and  on  April  ^5 
two  of  131b.  and  151b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Every- 
thing has  been  unfavourable  to  angling  since  last 
reported  some  weeks  ago.    On  April  17,  Colonel  Frier, 
Da,lvina  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  On 
the  18th,  Mr.  Griffiths,  Syre  Lodge,  got  one  on  No  3 
and  Colonel  Frier  one  on  No.  2.    On  the  19th,  Mr' 
Griffiths  caught  one  on  No.  5,  and  Colonel  Frier  one 
on  No.  3.    On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Griffiths  had  one  on 
No.  1  ;  and  on  the  23rd,  two  on  No.  2.    On  the  24th 
Colonel  Frier  landed  two  on  No.  1.    On  the  25th,  the 
same  angler  grassed  two  salmon,  weighing  171b  each 
on  No.  2;  and  Mr.  Griffith  a  20-pounder  on  No  3* 
On  the  26th,  Colonel  Frier  had  a  nice  fish  on  No  2 
On  Thursday  (April  24)  there  was  a  good  deal' of 
thunder  with  heavy  rain  for  several  hours.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Sport  is  reviving  on 
the  Dee,  and  the  upper  reaches  promise  well  right  on 
to  the  end  of  June.  On  the  Lower  Invercauld  Water 
Mr.  Alfred  Benson  had  a  salmon  of  71b.  On  the 
Balmoral  and  Ballater  stretches  good  sport  is  also 
being  got,  while  the  anglers  at  Aboyne  are  having  an 
occasional  fish.  The  best  fished  section  is  the  middle 
or  Kincardine  Waters.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawshaw 
Dess,  creeled  seven  for  the  week,  scaling  from  61b  to 
12ilb.  On  the  Lodge  Water,  Miss  Pickering  had 
three,  6Jlb.,  91b.,  and  15Jlb. ;  Miss  Lee  one  of  101b 
and  Miss  Nicoll  three  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  the 
Commonty  and  Sluie  Waters  Sir  H.  Meredyth  had 
eight,  scahng  from  61b.  to  91b. ;  and  on  Carloeie 
Captain  Stewart  Farquhar,  two  of  6 Jib.  and  15Alb  on 
Monday,  and  several  since  then.  On  the  Borrowstone 
v,-ater  Mr.  Birch  creeled  two,  and  Mr.  Hopkinson  one 
of  71b.,  while  the  Hon.  Mr.^.  Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Eric 
Fitzwilham,  and  Mr.  Worthington  creeled  twelve  fish 
scahng  from  71b.  to  151b.  On  the  Banchory  waters  a 
good  few  have  been  got,  and  some  fine  baskets  of 
hanock  made  all  the  way  down  to  Aberdeen.  On  the 
Kingcaussie  water  Dr.  Newton  and  Mrs.  Newton  who 
are  staying  at  the  Dug  Arms,  had  good  sport  last 
week;  Miss  Carter  had  a  salmon  of  6ilb  Mr 
Bullard  had  one  of  61b.  on  the  Kingcaussie  water  on 
Monday.  On  the  Don  several  fish  were  creeled  on 
the  Grandholme  water,  chiefly  finnock  and  sea  trout 
by  Mr.  Bethune,  Mr.  Allington,  and  others.  Trouting 
aoout  Alford  is  about  its  best,  while  the  same  happv 
experience  is  being  met  with  on  the  Deveron  at 
Huntly,  and  the  Ellon  Castle  waters.— G.  M 

Oykell,  Oykell  Bridge  (via  Lairg,  IT.B.).— Con- 
ditions have  been  most  adverse  to  sport.  On  April  14 
Mr.  Jefferson,  London,  one  salmon,  8ilb.,  on  Rock 
Pool ;  and  Mr.  Oppenheim  an  8-poundef  on  Junction 
On  April  16,  Mr.  Oppenheim,  one,  on  Langwell  Pool 
On  April  17,  Mr.  Combe,  London,  one,  of  8ilb  on 
Whirl,  and  an  8-pounder  on  Round  Pool.  On  April 
24,  Mi?s  Newton,  London,  a  101b.  salmon  on  Lont' 
Pool. — B.  ° 

South  of  Scotland.— The  heavy  rains  that  fell 
over  the  South  of  Scotland  placed  the  rivers  in  good 
order  for  fly,  but  the  sport  has  been  somewhat  dis- 
appointing in  most  of  the  streams.  The  floods  which 
were  unusually  heavy,  had  the  effect  of  clearing  out 
the  large  number  of  salmon  kelts,  as  also  the  spent  sea 
trout  and  herling  which  were  very  numerous  this 
sprnig  in  all  the  rivers  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
Solway.  The  annual  migration  of  the  salmon  fry 
which  descend  in  May  is  now  taking  place,  and 
It  H  almost  impossible  to  get  any  trout  fishin^^ 
in  the  rivers  while  the  fry  are  migrating.  They 
n-e  to  any  fly,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have 
two  or  three  at  a  cast.  Much  time  is  wasted  in  taking 
these  little  gentlemen  off  the  cast  and  putting  them 
back  to  the  river.  The  run  of  sea  trout  in  the  Nith 
and  Annan  is  not  nearly  so  strong  as  at  the  corre- 
sponding season  last  year,  and  the  nets  in  the  Firth 
are  not  getting  so  many  at  present.  Previous  to  the 
flood  of  last  week  a  report  reached  me  as  to  the 
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appearance  of  the  salmon  disease  in  some  of  the 
rivers,  and  that  several  clean  run  salmon  had 
been  seized  and  had  died  from  the  scourge.  On 
the  Annan  there  have  been  no  sport  amonw  yellow 
trout  this  week  that  calls  for  attention.  Odd" trout  of 
from  Jib.  to  Jib.  have  been  caught  here  and  there  with 
fly,  and  the  worm  has  accounted  for  creels  of  six  to 
ten  per  red.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  is  con- 
sidered at  an  end,  and  a  very  poor  one  it  has  been 
in  the  Nith  and  Annan,  as  also  the  Canonbie  Esk 
In  the  Cairn,  the  chief  tributary  of  the  Nith  a 
number  of  anglers  had  some  nice  trout  last  week  with 
flies  dressed  by  Mr.  John  Jackson  of  Dumfries,  the 
well-known  fishing  tackle  manufacturer.  Mr.  A. 
Patterson  had  a  baker's  dozen.  Mr.  W.  Patterson 
took  twenty-three  yellow  trout  in  the  Cairn  on  the 
lower  waters.  Mr.  T.  Thompson  landed  ten,  and  Mr 
Colly  took  eight.  Higher  up  the  river  towards 
Glencairn,  Mr.  J.  M.  Gray  landed  fifteen.  A  number 
of  rods  were  out  on  the  same  stretch  of  the  Cairn  on 
baturday,  and  the  best  basket  reported  was  ten. 
Nothing  IS  doing  on  the  Nith  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
reaches  of  the  river.— Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  has  been  in  a 
considerably  swollen  condition  for  a  week,  caused 
by  rain  in  the  region  of  the  summits  of  the 
Grampians,  together  with  the  rapidly  meltinc 
snow.  Sport,  however,  was,  if  anything,  better 
than  the  previous  week.  From  the  Laggan  water 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  G.  Sharp,  fisherman,  grassed  a 
salmon  of  81b,  while  another  of  161b.  was  also 
taken  from  the  same  water.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water  on  Tuesday  (April  29)  Mr.  Bannerman, 
Lynnburn  House,  killed  three,  scaling  respectively 
121b.,  l^Xb.,  and  61b.  ;  while  on  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  on  Thursday  (April  17),  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  81b.,  and  on  this  day  week  one  of  lUlb. 
Mr.  R.  A.  Ronald,  fishing  on  the  Aikemray  water  on 
Monday  (.4pril  14),  killed  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  another 
of  161b.,  on  the  day  following;  and  on  the  Glengrant 
water,  killed  two  of  81b.  and  G.Jlb..  on  Thursday 
(April  17);  and  on  Fridav  (April  18)  one  of  71b  • 
while  on  the  Audilly  water,  on  Monday  (April  14)  Mr' 
Shiach,  keeper,  killed  three  of  71b.  each ;  and  one  of 
81b.  on  Thursday  (April  17).— J.  M. 

Tay.— The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
rather  heavy  and  not  very  clean.  It  is  now  (April  30) 
however,  in  fair  order  and  a  few  fish  are  show- 
ing. Pishing  Taymount  water  on  April  25,  the 
Duchess  of  Bedford  landed  one  salmon  of  211b 
and  on  April  26,  on  the  Stobhall  beat,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  Mr.  R.  H 
Macksworth  Praed,  fishing  Stanley  water  on  April  29* 
landed  one  salmon  of  81b.  The  boatmen  fishing  Lower 
Battleby  water,  on  April  19,  landed  three  salmon  of 
171b^  14Jlb.,  and  71b.  Captain  Stringer's  boatmen,  fish- 
ing Burnmouth  and  Benchill  beats  on  April  28  and  29 
landed  two  salmon,  of  181b.  and  121b.  Out  from  Fisher's 
Hotel,  Pitlochry,  on  Dunkeld  water,  on  April  22  Mr 
Little  killed  a  salmon  of  18lb.,  and  Mr.  Usher,  fishing 
the  same  water  on  April  26.  landed  a  fish  of  81b  On 
the  Tummel  on  April  25  Mr.  Beck,  from  Fisher's 
Hotel,  Pitlochry,  grassed  a  fish  of  141b.  Fishing 
the  Garry  from  Pitlochry,  on  April  26,  Mr.  Beattie 
killed  a  young  salmon  of  6Jlb.  A  sea  trout  weighing 
181b.  was  caught  in  the  nets  at  Flukieshot,  Kinfauns" 
on  the  Tay,  on  April  29.  It  was  in  fine  condition' 
and  measured  37in.  in  length  and  ISin.  in  girth  It 
was  sent  to  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  to  be  cast 
— A.  A. 
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Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— These  lakes 
are  getting  into  order.  On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Bruce  Smith 
fishing  Burren  Lake,  creeled  eleven  fish,  61b.  •  this  is 
the  finest  take  of  the  season  on  the  waters  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association.  Close  on  four  hundred 
pike  have  been  taken  out  of  Magherahamlet  Lake  by 
the  netsmen  of  the  association. — J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— River  in  nice  fishing 
order  and  sport  much  improved.  Mr.  Joseph  Pike 
D.L.,  had  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  lllb. ;  Mr.  Kidston 
three  of  71b.,  91b.  and  101b. ;  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  one 
of  101b.  Mr.  Pike  and  party  have  also  had  some  very 
good  baskets  of  trout.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Belfast  and  District.— Pishing  the  Crumlen  on 
Friday  (April  25),  Mr.  Samuel  Falkiner  had  twenty-two 
trout,  and  the  same  angler  had  seven  on  the  Crossgar 
the  following  day.  Mr.  Alexander,  on  the  Clady,  on 
Tuesday  caught  twenty-one  ;  and  at  Glenovy  on  Thurs- 
day Mr.  T.  M.  Keown  had  twenty-six  trout  At 
Annacloy  on  Saturday  last  Mr.  William  Barclay 
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creeled  six  trout,  heaviest  l^lb.  Mr.  W  T  Braith- 
waite  had  five,  up  to  l.Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Kirk,  two  ;  Mr 
William  Saunderson,  three;  and  Mr.  S.  G  Tavlor 
SIX  up  to  ^Ib.  On  Wednesday  several  anglers  Were 
out  at  Crosigar,  and  did  well.— J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).-The  weather  during 
the  past  week  was  very  cold,  with  north-east  winds 
and  sharp  frosts  at  night.  W.  Despard  (keeper) 
il;?u  m*'*''^^  salmon  on  April  25  of  lOlb.,  9lb  and 
H|  b. ;  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of 
171b.  on  April  26.  The  river  is  now  in  fine  fishin- 
order.— M.  Rogan  k  Sons. 

Cummeragh.- This  water  has  been  in  order  for 
some  days,  but  the  wind  generally  blew  from  an 
unfavourable  point.    On  April  23  the  Rev.  T.  Halloran 
had  one  salmon     On  April  2t,  Denis  Currane,  one 
l^Vo.,  and  on  25th,  one,  91b.— T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Bullinderry  and 
Blackwater  are  in  fair  order,  and  trouting  is  improvintr 
Some  fair  bags  of  trout  have  been  made  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  first  named.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Some 
splendid  fresh  run  salmon  were  captured  in  the  net 
and  box  fishery  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week  of 
261b.,  241b.,  161b.,  141b.,  etc.  Rod  fishing  begins  the 
week  after  next.  The  river  is  now  in  good  fishing  ply 
and  some  fine  trouting  was  had  during  the  past  week 
— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— On  a  couple  of  days,  when  the 
principal  waters  were  in  order,  fair  or  average  sport 
was  had  on  many  of  the  Kerry  waters,  though  on  the 
whole  matters  are  still  very  backward,  esoecially  as 
regards  salmon.  The  sea-trout  fishing  has  not  opened 
on  any  water  yet,  though  a  few  of  those  fish  have  been 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— The  river  at  present  is  in  excellent 
fishing  order,  a  fair  number  of  salmon  have  passed  to 
the  upper  waters  during  the  past  few  days.  On  Carhue 
Fishery  Rear- Admiral  Jefireys  had  two,  91b.  and  181b  • 
on  Rooves  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  B.  Massy,  two,  71b.  and 
81b. ;  on  the  powder-mill  weir  stream.  Colonel  Sandi- 
ford,  one,  101b.  Prospects  are  good  for  the  comin? 
week.— W.  Haynes  &  Son.  ^ 
Lough  Conn  (Cloghan).  —  Mr.  John  Arkle 
Liverpool,  in  two  days,  caught  four  salmon,  151b.^ 
121b.,  91b.,  7Jlb.,  also  one  dozen  nice  trout  scaling 
131b.— Tom  Clabke.  ^ 
Lough  Corrib.— Fishing  has  not  improved  during 
the  past  week,  owing  to  stormy  weather  accompanied 
with  cold,  easterly  winds.  The  professional  fishermen 
killed  4271b.  of  trout,  giving  a  daily  average  per  man 
of  about  31b.— S.  B.  D.  ^ 

Longh    Currane    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  

The  weather  is  now  very  sultry  and  bright,  and 
nothing  is  being  done  in  the  salmon  department.  In 
the  late  evenings  some  nice  dishes  of  brown  trout  have 
been  had  occasionally,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  sea- 
trout  being  got. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib.— Fishing  much  im- 
proved. Mr.  Williams,  on  Monday,  caught  five  trout 
weighing  101b.  ;  Mr.  Neville  six,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Tyrrell 
four,  12Jlb.  Other  anglers,  fishing  fi-om  Mount  Gable 
presently.  Miss  Barton,  Mr.  Barton,  and  Mr.  Leith. 
Prospects  of  sport  excellent. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Some  capital  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  Walker 
landed  three  salmon  on  25th  and  28th  ult.  of  1831b 
121b.,  and  101b  ;  and  on  same  dates  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe 
landed  two  salmon  of  131b.  and  01b.  During  the  past 
week  Dr.  Roscoe  and  Mr.  Percy  Derden  landed  fifty- 
three  fine  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  and  one  salmon  of 
91b. ;  many  of  the  gillaroo  trout  were  l^lb.  and  21b.  each 
all  taken  on  the  fly.  Mr.  Mackeu  landed  one  salmon 
of  101b.  on  April  29,  and  Mr.  Liughlin  landed  a  fine 
trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  71b. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  are  fairly 
good  just  now,  and  the  nets  are  taking  odd  salmon.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  latter  have  passed  through 
to  the  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  

Brown  trout  are  now  rising  well  to  flies  on  all  the 
above  waters,  but,  as  usual,  the  fish  were  of  an  inferior 
size.  There  seems  to  be  quite  an  unlimited  supply  of 
brown  trout  in  those  waters,  which  include  some  big 

fellows  that  are  only  had  by  worm  fishing.  T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  00. 
Mayo). — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  cold, 
with  frost  at  night,  wind  north-east ;  but  now[ 
weather  mild  and  wind  south.  Mr.  Arkle  had  five 
salmon,  91b.,  9Jlb.,  lllb.,  12Jlb.,  101b.;  Mr.  Peek 
three  salmon,  lllb.,  lllb.,  15Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Barton,  four 
salmon,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  131b.,  ISJlb.  Trout  fishing  on 
the  loughs  was  not  good  this  week,  owing  to  the 
north-east  wind.  Best  take  for  one  day,  seven  Oilh. 
Billy  Heely  had  one  gillaroo  of  6Jlb.  on  the  Kili 
Devil,  and  Jack  Hawk  had  another  of  5ilb.— P\t 
Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (KiUaloe).— Blank 
is  the  word  this  week,  both  the  weather  and  state  of 
the  water  being  still  unfavourable.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) it  looks  as  though  we  are  near  a  change,  as  drops 
of  rain  are  falling,  and  the  water  has  gone  down  a  little 
last  night.  So  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  present 
English  visitors  will  do  better  soon.    I  have  already 
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received  from  very  many  English  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inquiries  as  to  when  his  Majesty 
King  Green  Drake  will  likely  visit  our  beauteous  lake 
(Derg)  this  time.  To  one  and  all  I  desire  to  say  that 
he  may  be  expected  about  May  15. — S.  J.  Hublby. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).  —  Fishing  on 
these  lakes  is  not  much  indulged  in  of  late  years 
during  the  spring  season,  most  people  preferring  to 
await  the  advent  of  the  green  drake,  and  then  spend 
all  the  time  at  their  disposal  in  the  exciting  sport  of 
"dapping."  It  is  not  so  many  years  ago  when  sx^ring 
fishing  was  much  sought  after,  but  in  those  days  trout 
rose  freely  and  the  weather  was  invariably  suitable, 
while  more  recently  it  is  nearly  always  on  its 
bad  behaviour,  and  consequently  there  is  little  or 
no  sport  to  chronicle.  East  wind  has  prevailed  for 
a  considerable  time  past,  and  it  was  simply  useless 
venturing  on  the  lakes.  The  rivers  were  fairly  good, 
but  the  cloudless  days  for  some  time  past  put  a  con- 
siderable check  upon  angling.  The  dapping  will 
commence  in  about  two  weeks  from  now,  and  hopes 
run  high  as  to  the  prospects  of  sport.  Tourist  anglers 
are  already  securing  accommodation  and  boatmen. — 
T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  is  now  good  at  and  around 
this  station  at  pollack  and  gurnard.  ]\Iackerel,  though 
around,  are  giving  no  sport  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycottou. — The  weather  is  now  very  favourable, 
though  rather  too  bright  at  times.  Good  sport  has 
been  had  at  pollack,  but  other  fish  usually  had  at  this 
time  have  yielded  little  or  no  sport. — T.  J.  T>. 

Plymouth. — I  have  better  news  to  report  this 
week.  The  wind  has  gone  down  considerably,  so  the 
fishermen  and  trawlers  have  been  able  to  put  to  sea. 
Some  fair  sized  pollack  have  been  taken  whiffing  with 
the  india-rubber  sandeel  and  spinner.  Some  nice  bass 
have  found  their  way  up  as  far  as  Laira  Bridge,  where 
you  can  get  them  with  a  rod  casting  as  you  would  for 
salmon ;  they  average  from  lib.  to  31b.  or  41b.  in 
weight.  Mullet  have  been  off  the  feed  for  the  last 
week,  and  very  few  have  been  taken  from  the  various 
piers  and  jetties.  Smelt  are  considered  to  be  in  their 
prime  in  this  month  and  June,  and  can  be  caught  in 
large  quantities  fishing  with  a  paternoster.  Shellfish 
also  go  out  of  season  this  month.  The  list  of  edible  fish 
for  the  month  include  sturgeon,  salmon,  peel,  trout, 
dory,  scad,  mackerel,  thornback,  conger,  eel  bass,  sur- 
mullet, launce,  pollack,  hake,  atherine  (smelt),  wrasses, 
turbot,  and  brill. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Brighton.— No  boat  angling  during  past  week 
through  strong  easterly  winds  and  choppy  seas.  We 
now  (April  30)  have  a  strong  wind  from  the  west  and 
choppy  sea. — H. 

Scarborongli. — Nothing  doing  either  by  pier  or 
boat  anglers  during  past  week  owing  to  strong  easterly 
winds. — H. 

Southampton. — Sea  angling  has  commenced  in 
earnest  here.  During  the  past  week  some  fine 
catches  of  bass  were  made  off  the  pier  and  also  in 
the  docks.  One  angler  did  exceptionally  well  with 
crab  as  bait  during  the  past  week,  and  one  this  morn- 
ing (Monday)  with  ragworm  did  equally  well.  The 
easterly  winds  now  prevalent  are  not  conducive  as  a 
rule  to  fishing,  but  when  the  wind  is  in  that  quarter 
the  fish  congregate  our  side  of  the  Eiver  Test.— Ape 
Apes  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Not  much  fishing  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather.  There  are  many  visiting  anglers  here  waiting 
for  the  finer  weather  to  resume  their  pastime. — A.  G. 

KOWELL.   


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  May  5, 
at  8.30  p.m.  prompt,  and  will  appoint  from  among 
themselves    the    two    sub-committees.  —  R.  G. 
Woodruff. 
ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  April  25  three  grants  were  made,  amounting  to 
£15.  I  also'beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the 
receipt  of  the  following  sums  from  the  collecting 
boxes  :— Walthamstow  Brothers,  £2  7s.'  6d. ;  Totten- 
ham and  Edmonton,  £i  17s. ;  West  H^am  Brothers, 
£6  7s.  9d. ;  Original  Alexandria,  £2  23.  ;  Izaak 
Walton,  £1  9s.  6d. ;  Lincoln,  £1  17s. ;  Kynaston, 
43.  2d.;  Bermondsey  Brothers,  15s.;  Amicable 
Brothers,  £1  Os.'  The  new  committee  will  meet  on 
Friday,  May  9— special  meeting.— S.  Malby,  Sec. 
Fourteenth  Lea  Angling  Competition. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  12,  at  the  City  Boundary  Tavern, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C.  Donors  of  prizes  please  for- 
ward same  to  me  or  the  Boundary  Tavern.  Will 
secretaries  oblige  by  sending  in  unsold  tickets  or 
cash,  and  oblige  ?— S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society — " 

The  twenty-eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  above 
proved  a  thoroughly  successful  function.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Messrs. 
Fred  Berry,  W.  H.  Elsmore,  T.  Gibbs,  J.  Jones,  W. 
Musgrave,  and  W.  J.  Wade.  Mr.  G.  W.  Duck 
occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  the  dinner  and  musical 
arrangements  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction.  Messrs. 
Albert  Day,  A.  Dewell,  C.  and  G.  Cartwright,  A. 
Elston,  C.  Houghton,  Master  Egan,  and  others,  during 
the  evening  rendered  some  excellent  songs  ;  Master 
Batten  skilfully  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  The 
loyal  and  other  toasts  were  heartily  received,  and 
Mr.  C.  T.  Arrow  (hon.  sec.)  was  able  to  report  that 
although  at  present  the  society  was  not  quite  up  to 
its  usual  strength,  roach  up  to  21b.  each,  bream  of 
from  41b.  to  51b.  each,  in  addition  to  some  good 
dace  and  other  fish,  had  been  weighed  in,  and  a 
capital  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  was  made 
up  during  the  evening. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  last,  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey,  a  vice-president  of  the  Society, 
in  the  chair,  the  members,  after  transacting  usual 
business,  hadibrought  before  them,  in  an  interesting 
address  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  the  subject  of  the 
"  Laws  and  Regulations  of  Sea  Fishing  in  England, 
with  special  reference  to  the  protection  of  immature 
Fish."  The  speaker,  from  very  full  notes,  defined 
the  various  legislative  enactments,  some  dating 
from  the  time  of  the  Stuarts,  detailing  those  passed 
since  the  forty-sixth  year  of  Her  late  Majesty  of 
glorious  memory,  and  the  convention  regulating 
the  North  Sea  fisheries  with  foreign  countries.  The 
formation  of  sea  fishery  districts,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Acts  of  1883  and  1838,  and  the  formation  of  com- 
mittees for  such  districts,  were  fully  gone  into,  and 
the  inadequacy  of  the  funds  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  sea  fisheries  within  the  district 
severely  commented  upon;  also  the  result  of  a 
decision  by  Lord  Coleridge  that  the  Act  of  1883 
was  to  be  enforced  by  the  sea  fishery  officers 
and  by  nobody  else.  The  various  districts  and 
their  limits  were  fully  described,  and  illus- 
trated by  carefully  prepared  maps  and  diagrams, 
and  the  nature  and  results  of  the  protective  work 
carried  on  in  them  compared,  and  the  restrictions 
upon  the  use  of  nets,  trawls,  and  engines  explained 
and  illustrated  by  diagrams.  A  statement  in  the 
report  just  issued  by  the  Lancashire  and  Westmore- 
land Fishery  Board  was  quoted  as  a  crying  witness 
to  the  mischief  that  is  being  wrought  by  small- 
mesh  netting,  one  haul  of  a  shrimp  net  being 
examined  and  found  to  contain  5,000  tiny  whiting. 
A  spirited  discussion  ensued. — Hon.  Reporter. 

CoLEBROOK  Angling  Society— 

On  April  25  the  above  society  held  its  first  annual 
dinner.  There  was  an  excellent  muster.  Mr.  A.  C. 
Clayton  presided.  During  the  evening  Mr.  A.  C. 
Clayton  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal,  having 
won  the  club  championship.  Special  and  other 
prizes  were  also  awarded,  after  which  some  splendid 
prizes  were  offered  for  the  ensuing  season.  A  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and  the  annual  general 
meeting  arranged  for  May  28.— John  Hoyle. 

Gresham  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  presided  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  read  a  humorous  paper 
entitled,  "  Anglers'  Yarns,  by  one  who  spins  them," 
which  comprised  experiences  in  tarpon  fishing  with 
the  usual  Yankee  exaggerations,  angling  parodies  on 
well-known  poems,  &c.  The  paper,  written  in  prose 
and  doggerel,  was  original,  and  Mr.  J.  Powles  West 
received  the  heartiest  thanks  of  the  meeting  for  the 
reading.  The  fishing  reports  of  successes  only  were 
given :  Messrs.  Hoyle,  Gill,  Ohlson,  Borthwick,  and 
Buckingham,  trout  from  the  society's  water.  Several 
members  had  taken  pike  while  live-baiting  in 
various  districts  for  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  captured 
a  chub  of  about  61b.  fishing  this  method  ;  all  these 
fish  being  carefully  returned.  Two  gentlemen 
were  elected  and  another  proposed.  Owing  to  the 
offer  to  give  lessons  to  those  who  wish  to  attain  the 
art  of  fly  fishing  being  so  readily  accepted,  some 
members  have  kindly  arranged  to  give  instruction 
in  turn  on  Saturdays,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  doing 
this  to-day  (May  3).  On  May  13  Mr.  James  Tayler 
will  read  a  paper  on  "Rivers  and  Rain."  Com- 
mittee meeting  on  Tuesday  (May  6),  at  7.— J.  H. 
Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

An  extraordinary  general  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  for  the  purpose  of  consideration  of 
rules  and  regulations,  and  election  of  officers. 
Several  matters  were  left  over  for  future  discussion. 
The  extraordinary  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Tues- 
day, May  6.  At  the  ordinary  meeting,  held  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  evening,  it  was  announced  that 
the  committee  hoped  shortly  to  put  before  the 
members  particulars  and  terms  on  which  suitable 
fishing  waters  may  be  acquired  by  the  society.— 
C.  S.  B. 


Forest  Gate  Pisgatohials — 

At  our  annual  general  meeting  and  distribution  of 
prizes  on  Tuesday  (April  22),  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  were  re-elected.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  was  well  carried  out  by  the  chairman.  It 
was  found  nece  3sary  to  alter  several  rules,  particularly 
that  affecting  gross  weight,  the  reintroduction  of 
which  has  proved  a  success,  bringing  members  to 
the  club  oftener  and  giving  us  a  total  of  over  G201b. 
for  the  season,  Mr.  H.  Crecke  being  the  largest 
contributor. — B.  W.  S. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
April  30.  The  committee's  recommendation  that 
the  society  award  three  cups  for  competition  during 
the  ensuing  season  was  unanimously  adopted.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  our  annual  dinner,  followed  by 
the  prize  distribution,  on  May  14,  at  our  head- 
quarters, when  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  will  occupy  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood.  The  boisterous 
winds  have  militated  against  the  success  of  our 
trout  fishers,  and  the  best  fish  up  to  date  from  the 
club  fishery  is  just  over  lib.— G.  W. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblees  — 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  April  26.  The 
club  roDm  was  filled  with  members  and  friends, 
who  spent  a  most  "enjoyable  evening,  under  the 
presidency  of  Captain  Wing,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hawkins  in  the  vice-chair.  After  the  usual  loyal 
toasts  had  been  duly  honoured,  the  chairman  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  which  had  been  won  during  the 
past  season.  The  health  of  the  prize-winners  was 
proposed  by  Dr.  F.  Ward,  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  announced  that  he  was  making  experiments 
in  the  photography  of  live  fish  under  natural  con- 
ditions by  a  new  process  which  he  was  developing,  and 
he  hoped  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  members 
whenever  they  secured  specimens  which  might 
assist  his  researches.  A  series  of  these  photographs 
adorned  the  menu  cards,  and  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated. The  toast  of  "Success  to  the  Ramblers" 
was  given  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Clarke,  editor  of  the 
Ipswich  Journal,  and  was  responded  to  by  the 
chairman  and  hon.  secretary.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins 
eloquently  proposed  the  toast  of  "  Kindred  Societies," 
and  earnestly  hoped  a  mutual  spirit  of  good  fellowship 
would  continue  to  prevail  amongst  them.  Mr.  J. 
Burkitt  toasted  the  visitors,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Hayward 
paid  the  chairman  a  like  compliment.  During  the 
evening  the  hon.  secretary  read  several  letters  of 
apology,  amongst  them  being  one  from  the  Mayor, 
who  referred  to  his  pleasant  recollections  of  the  last 
dinner.  A  capital  musical  programme  was  rendered. 
— H.  C.  Wkbtgate. 

Nag's  Head  Angling  Society — 

Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  8.  During  the  evening  Mr.  A.  Eaton  will  be 
presented  with  the  handsome  silver  cup  won  by  him 
in  the  competition. — W.G. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  B.  Knowles  Foreman  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  but  on  account  of  the  high  winds  which 
had  prevailed  through  the  whole  of  the  past  week 
there  had  been  little  remunerative  sport  obtained  by 
members.  Mr.  Loch  was  the  only  successful  angler 
on  the  Lambourn,  having  creeled  a  couple  of  brace 
of  handsome  trout  with  the  wet  fly.  A  few  grannom 
were  seen,  but  the  present  season  has  been  the 
worst  on  record  for  the  greentail,  the  gales  which 
have  blown  continuously  giving  the  fly  no  chance  of 
getting  on  the  water  after  once  it  had  risen. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Thames  Angling  Pbeseevation  Society— 
For  report  see  page  309. 


May  5. 

Anglers'  Association:  Committee  meeting. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
May  6. 

Silver  Trout :  Annual  Dinner. 
May  7. 

Greenwich :  Annual  Dinner. 
May  8. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials ;  Distribution. 


May  12.  A.B.S. :  Lea  Competition  Prize  Distribution. 

,,  13. — Covent  Garden  Piscatorials  :  Annual  Dinner. 

13.— Gresham ;  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 
„  14. — Highbury :  Dinner  and  Distribution. 
„   27. — Blackfriars  :  Annual  Dinner. 


To  Flt  DkesserS,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2(i.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishino-  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  he  had, 
post  free,  ))y  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Ci>. 
St,  Duiistan'8  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  - 
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OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PIXTVILLE    GATES,    CHEJuTE  NMAIVX, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturfrs  of  High-class  Fishing  Tackle. 

Thousands  of  Testimonials  from  all  parts.  See  Fields  June  15,  1901,  and  Morning  Post, 
April  8,  1902,  and  other  leading  Journals  speaking  in  high  praise  of  the  superior  quality 
of  our  goods. 


EASY 
CHAIR5 


Easy  Chairs 

for  Men's  Use 

The  "  LINCOLN  " 

48s  6d 

The  "ASCOT" 

65s  od 

The  "KEL5EA" 

55s  od 

The  "DIVAN" 

1 155  od 

Five  Hundred 

to  ctioose  from 

MAPLE  &  CO 

LONDON 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.G. 

Price  2s.  6d. 
Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 
Price  8s.  6d. 


KEATING  S 
=  POWDER 


KILLS 


flEAS  BUGS  MOTHS  BEETLES. 


Tins  3d  6d.  Is- Bellows  9rf. 


HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Casting  Nets. 
Purse  Nets. 
Drum  Nets. 


Drag  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets, 
Flue  Nets. 


Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

Tho  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish,   tist  on  application. 


They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 


They  invigorate 

FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN. 
FORTHECOMPLEXIOfl 

DOSE  : 
One  at  Night. 

Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 

40  in  a  phial 
13id.  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated 


They  TOUCH 

the  Liver 


No  name  ICS's  |i  t'e  Liver  Pills.      Be  Sure  they 

llustraterf  pampli  i-t  f- pe, --howing  Mr  Crnw's  travels  abro 
Address -British  Depot,  45,  Holborn  Viacuct,  London 


THE  CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


RAINBOW  TWO-YEAR-OLD  TROUT 

FOR    DELIVERY    AT  ONCE. 

For  Prices,  apply  to   MANAGER,    CHORLEY    WOOD,  HERTS. 


THE  ST.  GROSS  DRY  FLY  RODS 

Length f   9  feet,  to  9  feet  6  inches. 
Weight,  from  9  to  10  ounces. 


"Typical  dry  fly  rods."— F.  M.  Halford. 

"A  marvel  of  power  and  accuracy  combined  with  feather-weight. ' — E.  Willi.vmsos. 
"Have  used  rods  made  by  most  of  the  English  and  Scotch  makers,  and  prefer  the  St.  Croa 
rod  to  all  others." — B.  N.  Akkoyd. 


Two  Joints,  Top  Steel  Centre,  Spliced  or  Ferruled.    Can  be 
obtained  only  from  the  Makers, 

G.   HOLLAND  &  SON, 

29,   THE   SQUARE,  WINCHESTER. 
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Active  people  are  more  impiaticnt  of  ennui  than  of 
work. — Vauvenarges. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation of  London  Anglers  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening,  May  5,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent-garden. 


-  Epsom  can  boast  of  other  things  besides  races  and 
salts.  The  quaint  old  town  has  an  angling  society  of 
which  all  Surrey  is  proud.  The  annual  dinner,  held 
the  other  evening,  was  a  very  merry  and  successful 
affair,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  in  the  chair  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson  as  vice.  Mr.  Shilton,  the  secretary,  had 
a  busy  time ;  his  arrangements  were  excellent.  The 
prizes  awarded  were  well  deserved,  and  the  speeches 
short  and  to  the  point ;  all  testified  to  the  success  and 
popularity  of  the  society. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  Circus  is  flourishing,  and  would 
appear  to  have  come  to  stay.  The  Coronation  Day  is 
likely  to  be  a  busy  day  for  the  Aquarium  authorities, 
as  I  learn  that  they  have  over  six  hundred  seats  at 
their  Sanctuary  frontage  overlooking  the  Abbey  west 
entrance,  by  which  Their  Majesties  enter. 


Fishing. 
Oft  to  the  river  on  his  bike, 
Whilst  there  he  caught  a  little  pike. 
And  something  else  he  didn't  like — 

He  caught  a  cold. 
The  fish  he  handed  to  the  cook. 
Told  her  to  fix  it  on  a  hook. 
The  cat  jumped  up  and  off  it  shook— 

Thus  he  was  sold. 

His  eyes  and  nose  are  scalding  hot. 
Running  like  a  watering  pot, 
So  that  is  all  the  good  he  got 

Going  fishing. 
He's  still  laid  up,  at  home  must  stay. 
He'll  have  a  doctor's  bill  to  pay ; 
He  would  he'd  not  gone  out  that  day — 

Useless  wishing. 

R.  S.  Fenning. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Killaloe,  writes  :  "  Dear  Drag, 
— I  am  disconsolate  to-day,  as  one  of  the  most  charming 
young  otters  that  ever  I  had  died  on  Sunday  last.  I 
got  it  about  a  month  ago,  it  being  then  only  five  or 
six  weeks  old,  and  in  that  short  time  she  (for  it  was  a 
female)  bad  become  perfectly  tame.  It  used  to  follow 
me  about,  play  and  sleep  with  a  young  puppy  dog,  a 
young  pussy  cat,  and  a  baby  goat,  and  their  romping 
and  antics  were  something  delightful  to  witness.  The 
dear  little  pet  got  injured  ia  one  of  its  eyes  and  blood- 
poisoning  supervened,  and,  alas  !  she  died  in  my  arms 
on  the  day  mentioned."  I  have  given  Mr.  Hurley's 
sorrowful  words  in  his  own  language.  The  letter  is  a 
"  human  document "  which  effectively  answers  the 
charge  of  "cruelty"  and  "want  of  feeling"  some- 
times brought  against  anglers. 


"  If  you're  waking  call  ma  early  "  was  the  remark  I 
made  on  Wednesday  night,  for  I  remembered  that 
Thursday  was  May  Day  and  my  love  of  antiquities 
made  me  desire  to  see  any  "  Queen  of  the  May  "  who 
might  be  about.  I'm  afraid  these  words  don't  sound 
very  gallant.  Of  course,  by  "  antiquities  "  I  mean  the 
quaint  old  customs  associated  with  May  Day.  My 
desire  was  gratified.  Close  to  where  these  sheets  are 
printed  I  came  upon  a  sight  such  as  I  have  not  seen 
for  many  years— a  real,  genuine  "  Jack  in  the  Green," 
"my  lord,"  "  my  lady,"  and  all  complete,  and  just  as 
if  they  had  been  sketched  by  dear  old  George  Cruik- 
shank.  I  felt  twenty  years  younger,  and  joined 
heartily  in  the  joy  which  the  unwonted  procession 
produced.  I  expect  that  the  revival  was  in  honour  of 
the  Coronation  year,  and  I  congratulate  all  concerned 
on  a  successful  attempt  to  infuse  a  little  of  the  old 
romance  and  colour  into  the  dull  grey  of  our  every- 
day London  life.  There  was  one  innovation,  however, 
which  I  deplored,  the  old  Pandean-pipes  and  big 
drum  were  supplanted  by  a  new  piano  organ.  Even 
sweeps  are  up  to  date,  and  next  year  I  expect  "  Jack  " 
will  dance  to  the  music  of  the  latest  gramophone,  or 
perhaps  the  whole  show  will  be  given  overhead,  for  we 
may  fly  in  1903. 

****** 

May  Fly  !  That  reminds  me  that  the  editor  desires 
to  know,  from  every  district,  when  the  May  fly  puts  in 
an  appearance.  Watching  for  the  advent  of  the  pretty 
gentleman  is  quite  a  pleasant  pastime,  I  assure  you. 


"  Is  it  true,  papa,"  inquired  the  enfant  terrible, 
"that  a  Quaker  will  not  take  off  his  hat  to  anybody?" 
"  Certainly,  my  son,  quite  true,"  was  the  reply. 
"Then,"  pursued  young  hopeful,  "how  does  he 
manage  when  he  goes  to  have  his  hair  cut  ?  " 


Is  the  angler  cruel  ?  asks  the  Western  Mercury.  The 
question  is  timely  when  such  of  us  as  follow  the  cult 
of  dear  old  Izaak  Walton  are  looking  at  our  fishing 
rods  and  thinking  of  the  grand  "takes"  we  are  to 
have.  We  are  all  disposed  to  ease  our  consciences  by 
lookmg  at  our  pet  diversions  in  the  most  favourable 
way ;  and  I  am  not  surprised  to  find  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  who  knows  as  much  about  sport  as  anybody 
in  these  realms,  declaring  that  fish  do  not  suffer  any 
more  by  hook  and  line  than  they  do  by  nets. 

*  *  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Sir  Herbert's  argument  is  that  it  is  the  fear  of  man, 
not  the  pain  of  the  hook,  that  makes  the  fish  fight  for 
freedom.  But  how  does  he  know  ?  No  trout  or  salmon 
has  ever  taken  an  anglei  into  its  confidence  on  the 
matter,  and  unless  you  can  prove  that  the  flesh  of 
fish  is  not  sensitive  to  pain  I  can't  see  how  you  are  to 
get  away  from  the  fact  that  a  hook  which  would  make 
a  man  howl  does  not  also  give  agony  to  the  struggling 
creature  at  the  end  of  your  line. 

*  *  •  »  ♦ 

For  my  own  part,  I  never  pretend  to  believe  that 
the  trout  I  am  lucky  enough  to  hook  don't  suffer? 
Why  should  I  ?  Nature  herself  is  a  monster  of  cruelty. 
Look  at  the  torture  a  spider  can  give  a  fly.  Do  you 
like  to  see  a  oat  playing  with  a  mouse  ?  Have  you 
ever  heard  the  squeal  of  a  rabbit  as  the  weasel  gets  it 
by  the  throat?  Why,  at  this  moment  I  observe  a 
blackbird  under  my  window  doing  a  big  fat  worm  to 
death  prior  to  making  a  meal  of  him.  Man  is  never 
so  cruel  as  Nature.  He  is  obliged  to  kill  in  order  that 
he  may  live— that  is  to  say,  if  he  isn't  a  vegetarian— 
and  so  long  as  he  does  it  in  the  quickest  and  most 
humane  way  I  don't  see  that  there  is  anything  to  be 
said. 


The  "  CoMPLEAT  "  Angler  (Modern). 

If  you  want,  with  minimum  of  toil,  to  gain  the 
biggest  ends, 

And  win  the  approbation  of  your  modern  angling 
friends. 

You  mustn't  go  and  "  fizzle  "  by  the  waterside  all 
day. 

Returning  with  a  fish  or  two,  for  that's  the  ancient 
way; 

But  take  a  handy  punt,  a  pipe — a  novel,  if  you  wish. 
And  take  a  man  who  knows  the  job  to  steer  and 

catch  the  fish. 
Then  row  to  some  secluded  spot  where  trees  o'erhang 

the  stream 

(The  man  will  bait  the  hooks  for  you)  and  settle 

down — and  dream  ; 
And  when  "  the  man  who  helps  you  fish  "  has  caught 

about  a  score. 
Then  let  him  gently  wake  you  up  and  row  you  to  the 

shore. 

Call  all  your  friends  together  (one  day  when  sport  is 
bad) 

And  give  them  vivid  details  of  "  the  splendid  sport 
you  had." 

But  if  he  catch  too  few  to  make  your  reputation 
thrive — 

A  really  most  effective  plan — you  count  each  fish  as 
five. 

And  if,  when  you  retire  at  night,  you're  feeling  rather 
"  flat," 

And  hardly  have  a  sportsman's  dream — well,  pray, 
whose  fault  is  that  ?  S.  E.  B. 


A  LARGE  city  police  force  in  the  north  of  England 
— I  will  not  particularise  further — recently  formed  an 
angling  club,  and  soon  enrolled  a  large  posse  of 
members.  They  organised  their  first  competition  for 
last  Easter— the  exact  day  my  informant  was  not 
quite  sure  about,  though  as  to  the  other  facts  he  was 
positive.  The  locus  in  quo  was  a  well-known  fishing 
water  in  Cheshire.  As  they  wanted  a  good  send  off 
three  substantial  prizes  were  announced— one  for  the 
first  fish  caught,  another  for  the  largest  fibh  taken, 
and  a  third  for  the  biggest  basket.  They  nmstered  32 
strong,  not  a  bad  start  for  a  young  club,  and  left  for 
the  scene  of  operations  fully  equipped,  and  in  high 
spirits,  under  the  guidance  of  two  or  three  veterans. 
*  •  *  »  » 

They  had  a  full  day,  and  the  fight  was  keen.  But 
alack  and  alas  for  the  vanity  of  earthly  things.  Whether 
it  was  that  all  the  valiant  crew  were  policemen,  and 
the  fish  through  some  occult  influence  became  aware  of 
the  fact,  and  like  most  of  us  objected  to  being  taken 
into  custody,  or  whether  the  anglers  themselves  being 
out  for  a  day's  holiday  objected  to  "  shop "  and 
declined  to  capture  anybody  or  anything,  the  fact 
remains  lhat  at  the  end  of  the  day  all  three  prizes 
remained  unclaimed.  "  Ye  gods  and  little  fishes  I  " 
what  a  climax.  Imagine  the  feelings  of  a  stalwart 
"  bobby  "  had  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  2oz.  gudgeon  ! 
Good  heavens !  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  all 
three  prizes  and  an  undying  fame.  We  are  told  by 
high  authority  that  "  a  policeman's  lot  is  not  a  happy 
one."  Alas,  that  there  should  be  added  to  his  causes 
of  unhappiness  thjs  miserable  failijre  in  the  gentle  art. 


In  that  cause  cMbre  "Lord  Suffield  u.  Labouchere," 
reference  was  made  to  the  "  Slang  Dictionary."  I  don't 
know  the  book — anglers  never  use  slang— but  I  do 
know  the  "  Sportsman's  Dictionary,"  dated  1778,  and 
which  is  full  of  quaint  and  curious  infortnation. 
Here  is  one  entry  of  interest  to-day  :  "  Kipper-Time — 
A  space  of  time  between  the  festival  of  the  invention 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  May  3,  and  Twelfth  Day,  during 
which  salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Thanies,  from 
Gravesend  to  Henley,  was  forbidden,  by  Rot.  Pari. 
50.  Edw.  III."  How  history  reptats  it^elf.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  people  were  not  allowed  to  catch 
salmon  in  the  Thames,  and  now,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  VII.,  you  can't  take  a  501b.  salmon  in  the 
Thames  between  May  3  and  Twelfth  Day. 


The  following  is  from  Notes  and  Queries,  April  19:— 
"  For  generations  Charles  II.  has  been  credited  with 
puzzling  the  British  Royal  Society  by  a  question. 
His  question  related  to  the  weight  of  a  fish,  and  he 
begged  to  know,  since  a  dead  fish  in  a  pail  of  water 
increased  its  weight,  how  it  came  to  pass  that  the 
same  fish,  if  placed  while  alive  in  the  same  pail  of 
water,  added  nothing  to  its  avoirdupois.  In  reading 
Pepys,  and  indeed  in  other  contemporary  reading,  I 
find  no  allusion  to  this  royal  and  not  uncharacteristic 
joke.  How  early  a  'record  of  this  anecdote  is  known 
to  Notes  and  Queries,  the  readers  of  which,  taken 
together,  are  so  much  more  learned  than  any  indi- 
vidual ?  "  James  D.  Butler. 

"  Madison,  Wis.,  U.S. 

"  [The  late  Prof.  Tomlinson  stated  at  8'"  S.  ii.  526 
that  this  story  was  not  mentioned  in  the  works  of 
Wallis,  Sprat,  Birch,  or  Thomson.  The  subject  was 
continued  in  8"'  S.  iii.  234,  377,  497.]  " 


"  See  the  melting  sunset !  "  exclaimed  the  poetic 
young  woman ;  "  see  how  the  crystal  tints  seem  to  be 
stolen  from  the  rainbow  mist  and  hung  boldly  over 
the  mountain,  the  banners  of  beauty,  only  to  fade, 
alas,  with  the  dying  daylight."  "  I  beg  your  pardon," 
said  the  young  man  with  close-cut  hair,  "  but  would 
you  mind  saying  all  that  again  ?  "  "  Do  you  think  it 
is  so  very  pretty  ?  "  "  I  should  say  so  I  i'm  going  to 
write  it  down.  '  Melting  sunset,'  '  crystal  tints,' 
'rainbow  mist,'  'dying  daylight  "—they're  grand! 
You  see,  I'm  going  to  run  an  '  American  bar '  in 
London,  and  I've  been  puzzled  almo^t  to  death  trying 
to  think  up  new  names  for  mixed  drinks." 


Ode  to  Master  Izaak  Walton. 

Oh,  pleasant  old  Master  Walton  I 
The  white  and  sweet  Lea  river. 
That  runneth  through  meads 
And  'tween  flagged  reeds, 
Babbleth  of  thee  for  ever. 

Sporting  Magazine,  1836. 


Mick  told  a  friend  how  on  one  of  his  fishing  holi- 
days he  stayed  at  a  village  where  all  the  six  public- 
house  signs  were  "  Bulls  "—namely,  the  White  Bull, 
tha  Black  Bull,  the  Brown  Bull,  the  Brindle  Bull' 
and  the  Spotted  Bull.  "But,"  said  his  friend,  "that 
is  ou\y  five."  "  Shure,"  said  Mick,  "the  sixth  was 
the  Milch  Cow,  and,  by  jabers,  that  is  an  Irish  Bull." 


"Spinning  Minnow"  (Bath)  writes :  —  "  Dear 
Dragnet,— We  have  a  'Mick'  down  these  here  parts 
of  good  old  Zummerzet.  One  day  the  conversation 
turned  on  angling.  Said  he  :  '  Arrah  I  is  it  fishin'  ye 
mane  ?  I  ain't  a  moighty  good  angler.  I  never  caught 
a  fish  in  my  life,  except  a  squirrel  that  I  flung  a  stone 
at  when  it  fell  into  the  river  and  was  drownded  1  '  " 


"  What's  in  a  name?  "  asks  Juliet.  I  was  tempted 
to  repeat  the  query  when  I  read  in  the  Sheffield 
Independent,  "Damflask  anglers  are  doing  moder- 
ately." Of  course  they  are!  "Bless  flask"  anglers 
might  be  tempted  to  be  immoderate,  but  anglers  who 
give  themselves  such  a  name  must  be  moderate  indeed 
in  everything— but  language. 


Truthful  Tommy  was  having  his  lunch  at  a  well- 
known  restaurant,  and  something  did  not  please  him. 
"Boyl"  he  shouted  to  the  waiter,  "I  want  you." 
"  Excuse  me,  sir,"  replied  the  grey-haired  knight  of 
the  napkin  who  was  quickly  in  attendance,  "  but  I 
am  not  a  boy."  "  Oh  I  are  you  not  ?  "  growled  Truth- 
ful Tommy;  "then  look  here,  sonny,  you  just  do  as 
you  would  be  done  by,  and  don't  call  this  mutton 
lamb  any  more." 


At  a  certain  publishing  house  a  copy  of  "Perry's 
Pickles  "  was  asked  for  ;  it  should  have  been  "  Peregrine 
Pickle,"   by  Smollett.     Another  customer  wanted 
"Pearl  of  Our  Heaven,"  which,  of  course,  should 
have  been  "  Pearl  of  Orr's  Island,"  by  H.  B.  Stowe. 

Dragnet, 
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PFovitieial  flngling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  sixteenth  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
dinner  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  (April  24)  at 
the  headquarters,  Smithfield.  Nearly  all  the  delegates 
from  the  principal  clubs  v?ere  present,  and  the  whole 
affair  was  a  decided  success.  The  chiefs  of  the  railway 
officials  in  the  city  were  invited,  but  owing  to  other 
previous  engagements  only  Mr.  R.  Goldsborough,  of 
the  Midland,  put  in  an  appearance.  An  extension 
of  time  was  granted  and  a  very  jovial  evening 
was  spent.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
A.  Light  officiated  at  the  piano,  whilst  Messrs. 
Purslow,  Clifford,  and  Basnett  contributed  to  the  chief 
musical  items  on  the  programme.  The  Gun  Angling 
Society  have  made  arrangements  to  hold  their  annual 
concert  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund  at  their  club  house, 
the  Gun  Tavern,  Bath-street,  on  Tuesday,  May  G.  A 
very  attractive  programme  has  been  arranged.  The  Good 
Intent  Society  will  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  May  5  at 
the  Saracen's  Head,  Edgbaston-street,  upon  which  occa- 
sion Mr.  J.  Morris,  their  late  secretary,  will  be  presented 
with  a  handsome  marble  timepiece,  in  recognition  of  his 
services  rendered  to  the  society.  The  Fruitful  Vine 
Society  hold  their  quarterly  "smoker"  on  Tuesday 
evening  (May  6),  at  the  Brook  Tavern,  Lennox-street, 
when  the  members  of  kindred  societies  are  invited  to 
give  a  look  in.  The  Midland  Piscatorial  Society  are 
making  arrangements  to  hold  their  annual  dinner  on 
June  18,  at  Alrewas,  when  the  farmers  and  landowners 
who  own  land  adjacent  to  their  waters  will  be  invited. 
Another  consignment  of  fish  has  been  put  into  Earls- 
wood  reservoir;  this  water,  when  the  season  opens, 
will  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  best  fisheries  in  the 
Midlands.  A  few  more  subscribers  are  required  to 
make  the  complement  of  members  complete. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal  are  in 
first-class  order  for  either  fly  or  minnow,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wansford,  Brigham,  and 
Hempholme  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  picked  up 
here  and  there,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Wilfholme 
and  Arram  odd  go  3d  sized  fish  have  been  taken 
duiing  the  week.  At  Hull  Bridge  and  Grovehill 
flounders  are  now  fairly  on  the  run,  and  in  the  recent 
club  matches  odd  trout  have  been  secured  by  worm 
fishers.  The  first  prize-winner  in  the  Duke  of  York 
Angling  Society's  match  at  Grovehill,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Tather,  had  a  trout  weighing  12Joz.  ;  and  at  the  Hull 
Corporation  Club's  match,  at  Beverley  Beckend,  Mr. 
A.  Culkin  had  one  of  8|oz.  The  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Angling  Association  hold  their  first 
open  match  at  Diinswell  to-day  (May  3).  The  members 
of  the  Hull  City  Anglers'  Club  opened  their  season 
last  weak  on  the  Hull,  at  Hull  Bridge,  but  only  had 
very  moderate  sport. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

An  important  specially  summoned  meeting  of  anglers 
was  held  in  Warrington  on  April  29  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  free  fishing  at  Rossett,  which  is 
threatened.  The  Warrington  Angling  Association 
have  received  their  challenge  shield,  and  it  is  reported 
as  being  a  splendid  piece  of  work.  The  Fails- 
worth  and  District  Angling  Society  have  fixed  their 
annual  match  to  be  fished  at  Torksey.  They 
have  just  sustained  a  big  loss  by  the  death 
of  their  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Pennington.  From 
the  Bollin  the  report  is  cold  east  winds  and 
sport  not  so  good  as  latterly.  Nothing  seems  to  daunt 
our  Liverpool  men,  not  even  "  test  cases,"  and  the 
bold  front  they  ever  offer  to  all  troubles  and  disagree- 
able items  is  remarkable.  Our  rivers  are  in  somewhat 
better  order.  The  Ribble,  despite  the  cold  winds,  has 
fished  better.  The  Wyre  has  been  in  good  order  and 
the  rise  a  lot  better.  The  Lune,  much  improved  by 
recent  rains,  is  yielding  better  sport. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  anglers  had  a  capital  run  of  sport  last  week, 
especially  those  operating  with  the  bottom  tackle. 
The  streams  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  as  the 
fish  were  accepting  both  maggot  and  worm  baits  with 
avidity,  anglers  had  no  difficulty  in  creeling  some 
nice  lots  of  fish.  There  were  some  very  warm  days, 
too,  last  week,  which  brought  out  so  many  flies  on 
the  water  that  the  prospects  of  fly  fishing  were  con- 
siderably_  improved.  Unfortunately— so  far  as  the 
weather  is  concerned — we  have  taken  a  retrograde 
movement.  The  temperature  fell  quickly  on  Satur- 
day, and  since  then  excessively  cold  winds  have  pre- 
vailed. At  nights  the  thermometer  on  occasions  has 
almost  been  down  to  freezing  point.  Small  wonder, 
therefore,  that  many  trout-rods  are  weeks  behind  the 
usual  time  in  making  their  appearance.  Unless  there 
is  a  change  soon,  and  that  continuous,  we  shall  have 
the  coarse  fishing  season  here  before  some  anglers 
have  even  had  a  "  look  in  "  with  the  trout. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  next  musical  afternoon  of  the  Thirty  Club  is 
fixed  for  May  15,  at  the  Blue  Bell  Hotel,  High  Street, 
at  2.30.  The  proceeds  are  to  be  given  to  the  local 
philanthropic  ward  fund.  Any  angler  wishing  to 
contribute  to  this  desirable  fund  may  send  his  mite  to 
Mr.  E.  S.  Teale,  59,  Bland-street,  Moss  Side,  Man- 
chester. Our  city  rod,  enjoying  a  well-deserved 
holiday  at  Torquay,  does  not  appear  to  be  having  much 
fishing — winds  B.  and  N.  E.  are  not  sport  promoters. 
Two  city  rods,  "  Charlie  and  Lily,"  fishing  Knott  Hill 
Reservoir,  a  private  water,  report  good  sport  amongst 
the  trout.  Charlie's  friend  Lily  appears  to  have  had 
a  real  good  time  putting  Charlie  in  a  back  seat.  The 
next  delegate  meeting  of  the  CP. A. A.  is  fixed  for 
May  8,  to  be  held  in  this  city.  On  April  25  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  held,  and 
the  Board  can  look  back  upon  another  successful  year. 
City  rods  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  are  doing  well. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  run  down  to  almost  summer  level, 
and  on  Wednesday  the  river  contained  very  little 
colour.  Members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society 
have  tried  for  trout  on  the  Shardlow  waters, 
but  have  not  succeeded  in  securing  any.  The 
society  held  their  annual  meeting  at  head- 
quarters on  Monday  night  under  the  genial 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  Gaskell.  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton 
has  again  achieved  success  amongst  trout  on 
private  waters  in  Derbyshire,  getting,  amongst 
others,  a  handsome  specimen  of  3^1b.  Mr.  Shelton 
foul-hooked  the  fish  by  the  pectoral  fin,  and  played  it 
for  nearly  an  hour.  It  is  being  set  up.  On  Tuesday 
your  correspondent  got  a  brace,  and  also  hooked  and 
returned  two  whopping  roach  and  one  big  chub.  One 
of  the  roach  was  bursting  with  ova.  Trout  enthusiasts 
to  the  lower  portions  of  the  Greet  have  returned  with 
the  usual  complement — namely,  two  brace  per  rod, 
and  including  specimens  running  up  to  IJlb.  each. 
The  Greet  trout  are  daily  improving  in  condition,  and 
I  believe  that  as  far  as  the  upper  lengths  are  concerned 
they  opened  on  May  1  to  the  fly  fishers — members  of 
the  association.  The  stretches  are  known  to  contain 
a  strong  head,  though  the  boisterous  weather  at  present 
in  evidence  is  against  the  wielders  of  the  fly  rod. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  getting  in  good  order  again,  not 
much  has  been  done  with  the  fly,  but  coarse  fishermen 
have  had  good  sport  in  the  river  Teme  and  other 
waters.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club, 
took  a  grand  trout  in  the  club  water  weighing  7|lb. 
with  one  of  Higg's  Special  Minnow.  The  flsh  is  sent 
to  Cooper's,  London,  to  be  set  up.  The  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Association  held  a  meeting  at  the 
Plough  Inn,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  dele- 
gates, and  a  lot  of  business  gone  through.  Mr.  E.  Hill, 
of  the  Working  Men's  Club,  was  appointed  Hon.  Water 
Bailiff,  to  look  after  the  flshing  in  the  Worcester  Dis- 
trict in  the  interest  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and 
the  Worcester  Association.  A  new  club  was  admitted 
into  the  District  Association — namely,  the  Arboretum 
Club,  and  which  no  w  will  be  affiliated  with  theProvincial 
Angling  Association.  The  sub-committee  will  meet 
on  May  2  to  arrange  rules  and  other  important  busi- 
ness. The  Malvern  Angling  Club  had  a  splendid 
meeting  at  the  North  Malvern  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
evening.  There  was  a  deficit  on  last  year's  accounts, 
but  they  were  at  once  wiped  off  by  the  members 
in  the  room,  and  they  decided  to  move  their 
headquarters  to  the  Star  Hotel,  Cowleigh-road — 
Host  Morris  being  a  very  popular  member  of  the 
society.  The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  a 
most  successful  smoking  concert  and  prize  distri- 
bution at  their  headquarters,  the  Bull's  Head 
Inn,  High-street.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
president,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ward,  the  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  C.  W.  Palmer,  C.C.  The  musical  talent  was  of  a 
very  high  order.  The  club  has  acquired  additional 
water,  and  the  members  are  looking  forward  to  a  very 
successful  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Swale  and  several  other  rivers  were  reported  at 
the  week  end  to  have  been  in  flood.  Monday,  how- 
ever, found  the  streams  generally  in  a  greatly  im- 
proved condition  for  fly  fishing.  The  cold  winds, 
nevertheless,  have  retarded  the  hatching  of  flies,  and 
for  the  same  reason  it  has  not  been  possible  to  accom- 
plish much  with  the  worm.  The  Wharfe  has  lately 
been  in  grand  condition  for  minnow  fishing.  Several 
anglers  report  having  secured  good  baskets  of  trout. 
There  has  also  been  better  sport  on  the  Nidd. 
Recently  one  thousand  yearling  trout  were  put  into 
the  Farnley  length  of  the  Wharfe,  and  a  water  bailiff 
has  been  engaged.  The  starting  of  a  hatchery  here- 
abouts is  talked  of. 


ORrENTAL  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


ilofcs  from  i^c  Wotti). 

GioNERAL  Redvers  Buller  is  having  some  salmon 
fishing  at  Invershin,  Sutherland.  He  received  an 
ovation  on  his  arrival  at  the  Inverness  Station  on 
Saturday  last.   


There  has  been  a  decided  revival  all  along  the  line 
during  the  past  week,  and  both  salmon  anglers  and 
trout  fishers  are  finding  something  to  put  into  their 
creels  at  last. 


Mr.  Williamson,  Brighton,  is  putting  in  the  spring 
on  the  Deveron  at  Huntly,  where  he  has  begun  to 
run  up  a  good  score.  He  is  an  expert  caster,  and  finds 
small  flies  to  pay  best  in  the  long  run. 


Dr.  Newton,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Newton  are  staying  at 
the  Duff  Arms,  Culter,  where  they  are  having  good 
sport  with  the  finnock  and  an  occasional  salmon  on 
the  Kingcaussie  Dee  Water.  Mr.  Bullard,  Chelmsford, 
and  Miss  Carter,  Essex,  are  also  of  the  party,  and  are 
quite  charmed  with  the  beauties  of  Deeside  just  now. 

By  the  way,  this  comfortable  and  up-to-date  house 
has  just  changed  hands,  and  for  the  future  will  be  run 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French,  who  have  acquired  a  lease 
from  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Stott,  of  Aberdeen. 


Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  got  last  week  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan,  and  almost  every  trouting  burn 
in  the  country.  The  sea-trout  are  heavier  and  in 
better  condition  than  we  have  seen  for  years  back. 
This,  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season. 


Grilse  are  now  on  the  coast,  and  are  being  got  in 
the  nets  in  fair  numbers,  and  a  few  well  into  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Dee. 


Mr.  Gregor,  Invercauld  Arms,  Braemar,  landed 
three  fine  fish  last  week.  He  has  a  bit  of  good  salmon 
water  at  his  command,  and  is  not  difficult  to  treat 
with.  There  will  be  an  extra  run  this  j-ear  on  these 
far  inland  waters,  and  they  are  well  worth  going  to. 

Mr.  H.  Dannevig,  one  of  the  experts  attached  to  the 
Nigg  Marine  Hatchery  at  Aberdeen,  has  just  been 
selected  to  go  to  New  South  Wales  to  establish  a 
hatchery  there.  Dr.  Foulton  cordially  recommended 
him  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Copland  when  visiting  this 
country  lately.   

Plaice  is  the  chief  flsh  hatched  at  Nigg,  and  Mr. 
Dannevig  takes  out  with  him  a  small  consignment  to 
start  operations  with.  They  are  a  hardy  fish  and  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  transport  them.  The  experi- 
ment will,  however,  be  watched  with  much  interest. 


One  or  two  good  grilse  waters  are  in  the  market  for 
May  and  J  une ;  but  the  rents  asked  for  the  Dee 
sections  are,  I  fear,  prohibitive  in  view  of  another  dry 
season.  Special  Scotch. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  committee  meeting  was  held  on 
April  29  at  the  offices.  Regent-street.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  present  Messrs.  Berry. 
Woodruff,  T.  Gomm,  W.  Gomm,  Burrows,  Elsmore, 
and  Wheeley,  v^ith  Mr.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  The  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  the 
balance  at  the  bank  at  this  present  date  is  £67  Is.  lid. 
The  subscriptions  and  donations  during  the  past  month 
amounted  to  £17  8s.  6d.,  and  the  expenditure  for 
keepers'  wages  and  expenses  was  £9  14s.  6d.,  ditto  for 
the  veteran,  Mr.  W.  Milbourn,  for  one  year, 
£5  10s.,  and  rewards  for  capture  of  otters,  £3  3s., 
being  a  total  of  £18  7s.  Gd.  Regret  was  expressed 
at  the  continued  illness  of  Alderman  NuthaH 
and  Mr.  Briand,  who  have  unfortunately  been  absent 
from  the  meetings  for  a  long  period.  Respecting  the 
application  for  removal  of  the  barren  swans  from  the 
Thames,  the  head  keeper  reported  that  only  sis  were 
left,  for  which  the  authorities  demanded  the  modest 
sum  of  £30  for  cooping  up  for  the  few  weeks  required, 
but  the  committee  did  not  see  their  way  to  expend 
such  an  exorbitant  sum  to  obtain  such  a  miserable 
equivalent.  The  collecting  boxes  at  the  riverside 
hotels  have  been  opened,  and  the  sum  of  £2  3s.  lOd. 
taken  from  them,  being  about  Is.  Gd.  each  on  the 
average.  Mr.  Berry's  suggestion  as  to  a  smoking 
concert  to  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall 
(if  possible)  about  the  end  of  May  was  well 
received,  and  it  will  be  supported  by  well-known 
anglers;  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that,  as  fir.st-clas^i 
talent  will  be  obtained,  and  the  price  of  admission  will 
be  within  the  reach  of  all,  that  anglers  will  haartily 
respond  to  this  urgent  appeal  on' behalf  of  the  society. 
The  question  of  trout  restocking  will  be  relegated  to 
the  local  agencies  and  anglers  residing  near  the  upper 
reaches.  The  head  keeper  reported  that  the  jack  and 
perch  are  spawning,  being  rather  late  this  season. 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


Ah  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Holeljenliurg,  Worcesleisnire. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishiuf;  duriiis  -May  on  Loch  Awe, 
Loch  Nant  and  Loch  Moon.  To  save  disappoint- 
ment, wire  or  write  early  to  secure  rooms  and 
boats.    Special  Terms  for  Whitsuntide. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  V^ales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHINQ 
Free  to  the  Guests  of  the 

HOTEL  PES  ARDENNES, 

Dieklrch  (Luxemburg).  Fisliing  commenced 
April  1.  Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  2d.  per  day. 

Propkietor,  a.  heck. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY.  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibby,  KiUin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBRIDGE.   S.  DEVON 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
.  (,d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike^ 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statiom.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish. 
Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    2/6 

Closed   during:  the  Fence  Season, 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  ils  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miies  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 

UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE 
SERVED  TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neiglibourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses, 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  ap2>lication, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frenshara  Pond,  Surrey.' 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Pishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Swings 
and  Baths. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  tbeCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
jirivilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  Lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligichan." 

WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  flsli 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  bad  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-CLASS  HOTEL.  With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  river  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

ILiAXRG,  ISr.B. 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetheg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EvAN  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH 
ING  in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rufus), 
SIMONSBATH,  EXlUOOIt. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
ou  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  stayin 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.    R.  M.  Moyle,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B, 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITB  MART  HOTBL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Billiaids;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
Ac— Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  tlie  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Percli,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
listant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Season 
opened  1st  February.    Terms  on  application. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fislihif/  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.    Over  oO  lucJis. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY). 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dochart , 
fiurrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  : 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  SaUuon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Porhart,  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  comliined  uith  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded,  (iolf  roursr.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegrapli,  Luib  Station. 

iMiNALli  McNAUGIITON.  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  from 

WM.  EVANS. 
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EXHIBITION   OF  FISH  AT  BINGLEY 
HALL,  BIRMINGHAM. 


The  fish  exhibited  for  competition  at  the  National 
Engineering  and  Trades'  Exhibition,  Bingley  Hall, 
Birmingham  (under  the  auspices  of  the  Birminghani 
and  District  Angling  Association),  were  judged  on 
Friday,  April  18,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president 
of  the  London  Anglers'  Association,  ably  assisted  by 
Mr.  P.  A.  Gray,  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
London. 

The  exhibits  in  the  classes  for  bream  and  roach 
were  very  numerous  and  of  exceptional  merit,  and  the 
judge  had  a  difficult  task  in  making  the  awards. 

Many  of  the  bream  weighed  from  61b.  to  7|lb.  each  , 
the  three  roach  taking  prizes  in  the  open  class  weighed 
31b.  8oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  and  21b.  Sfoz.  respectively.  The 
first  prize  pike,  301b. ;  chub,  4Jlb. ;  dace,  13oz. ;  while 
in  the  classes  for  fish  other  than  those  named  several 
fine  specimens  of  carp,  barbel,  tench,  and  bleak  were 
exhibited. 

Cash  prizes  to  the  value  of  £30  were  given  by  Mr. 
George  Stanley,  manager  of  the  Exhibition,  and 
upwards  of  180  cases  of  fish  were  entered  in  the 
competition. 

Exhibitors  were  compelled  to  be  members  of 
either  the  Birmingham  and  District  or  Provincial 
Associations. 

Results. 

Class  1. — Roach  (Fish  caught  by  Exhibitors). 
Oliver,  J.  A.,  Highgate,  1st;  Mee,  E.  R.,  Birmingham 
Piscatorials,  2nd;  Barnes,  P.  H.,  Vine  Unity,  3rd; 
Attwood,  James,  Prospect,  4th. 

Class  2. — Perch. — Jesson,  J.,  Garrison,  1st;  Cash 
A.,  Highgate,  2nd ;  Groom,  J.  T.,  Oak,  3rd ;  Woodhall 
J.,  Dudley,  4th. 

Class  3.— Chub. — Barnes,  P.  A.,  Vine  Unity,  1st ; 
Perks,  A.,  Highgate,  2nd;  Burrows,  J.,  Hearts  of  Oak! 
3rd ;  Morris,  W.  E.,  Hillyfields,  4th. 

Class  4. — Bream. — Morris,  W.  E.,  Hillyfields,  1st; 
Paget,  A.,  Brookfield,  2nd ;  Smith,  W.,  St.  George's' 
3rd ;  Groom,  T.  J.,  Oak,  4th. 

Class  5.— Pike.— Moon,  T.  H.,  Handsworth  Murdoch, 
1st;  Dew,  W.,  Sparkbrook,  2nd;  Rowton,  H.,  Dudley, 
3rd  ;  Reece,  G.,  Deritend,  4th.  ' 

Class  6.— Dace.— Birch,  G.,  Hearts  of  Oak,  1st ; 
Birch,  G.,  Hearts  of  Oak,  2nd;  Perks,  A.,  High- 
gate,  3rd. 

Class  7.  —  Trout.  —  Kingerlee,  J.,  Highgate,  1st; 
Hinton,  G.,  Highgate,  2nd;  Whittington,  Oak,  3rd. 

Class  8. — Fish  other  than  classed. — Clapshaw,  W., 
Birmingham  Piscatorials,  1st;  Round,  W.,  Travellers' 
Rest,  2nd;  Tandy,  P.,  Travellers'  Rest,  3rd;  Jukes,  J., 
Birmingham  Heath,  4th.  ' 

Class  9.  —  Prizes  for  greatest  number  of  cases 
shown.— Highgate,  1st;  Dudley,  2nd;  Birmingham 
Heath,  3rd. 

Open  Classes. 

Class  10.— Roach.  —  Frost,  R.  D.,  Bristol,  1st; 
Oliver,  J.  A.,  Highgate,  2nd;  Hazell,  H.,  Reading,  3rd! 

Class  11.— Perch.— Trevor,  W.,  Garrison,  1st ;  Moul, 
G.,  Brothers  Well  Met,  2nd ;  Cash,  A.,  Highgate,  3rd. 

Class  12.— Pike.— Elliott,  W.,  Dudley,  1st  •  Frost 
E.  D.,  Bristol,  2nd ;  ■  ,  White  Hart,  3rd. 

Class  13.  —  Bream.  —  Attwood,  J.,  Hearts  of  Oak, 
1st;  Mason,  0.,  Dudley,  2nd;  Morris,  W.  E.,  Hillv- 
fields,  3rd. 

Class  14.— Chub.— Attwood,  J.,  Hearts  of  Oak,  1st ; 
Perks,  A.,  Highgate,  2nd;  Morris,  W.  E.  Hillv- 
fields,  3rd.  ■' 

Class  15.  —  Other  fish  not  classed.  —  Rose,  W. 
Eylands,  1st ;  Strange,  W.  J.,  Highgate,  2nd ;  Frost' 
E.  D.,  Bristol,  3rd. 


ANOTHER  OF  CARTER-PLATTS' 
SIDE-SPLITTERS. 


One  of  the  funniest  of  all  the  laughter  provoking 
books  which  that  past  master  of  rollicking  humour, 
W.  Carter-Platts,  has  produced  is  "  Papa  (Limited)."  * 

From  cover  to  cover  the  work  is  screaming  farce  

except  here  and  there  when  the  author  has  touched 
with  a  Dickens-like  hand  a  note  of  pathos — and  that 
farce  is  of  the  highest,  brightest  character,  bubbling 
over  with  sparkling  wit  and  wholesome  humour,  and 
constantly  tickling  the  reader  into  fresh  roars  of 
laughter  by  springing  upon  him  the  most  imexpected 
and  quaintly  conceived  situations. 

"We  must  learn,"  wrote  Emerson,  "  by  laughter, 
as  well  as  by  tears  and  tenors  ....  and  get  the  rest 
and  refreshment  of  the  shaking  of  the  sides."  If  this 
be  true,  then  Carter-Platts  is  certainly  the  professor 
to  teach  us,  and  "  Papa  (Limited)  "  is  the  best  text- 
book to  procure  for  the  lesson.  The  work  is  illustrated 
with  forty  humorous  sketches  by  the  author. 


London  :  John  Long.    Price  3s.  6d. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Angler. — Thanks  for  your  suggestion,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  foster  the  competition  business. — Ed. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitov, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinicms 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


LOUGH  CORRIB  AND  ITS  FISHERIES. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  kindly 
notice  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association  and  its 
hon.  secretary  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
April  19,  and  also  for  the  suggestions  you  have 
ofiered  in  regard  to  the  better  preservation  of  the 
fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  and  its  tributaries. 

The  first  of  your  suggestions  is  that  the  "  trolling 
in  line  "  system  should  be  abolished.  I  think  a  little 
consideration  will  show  that  this  is  quite  impossible, 
as  the  law  stands  at  present.  Fishing  on  the  lake  is 
absolutely  free,  and  neither  has  the  Association  nor  any 
one  else  any  authority  to  compel  fishermen  to  follow 
any  particular  system. 

Your  next  suggestion  is  that  "  a  few  absolutely 
reliable  men  should  be  imported  and  provided  with 
fast  motor  driven  boats."  This  is  excellent,  but  not 
possible  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances.  For  the 
four  years  the  Association  has  been  at  work  the  annual 
average  income  has  been  a  little  over  £22.  It  is 
possible  that  this  year  our  income  may  approach  that 
of  the  learned  gentleman  you  refer  to,  but  even  that 
will  not  provide  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the  wages  of 
even  one  reliable  man,  to  say  nothing  of  purchasing 
motor  boats  and  providing  the  establishment  to  work 
them. 

The  problem  the  Association  has  to  solve  this  year 
is,  given  au  income  of,  say,  £30,  what  is  the  best  way 
to  spend  it '? 

There  are  eight  bailifis  at  present  employed  on 
salaries  ranging  from  £3  to  £.5;  the  majority  of  these 
men  are  professional  fishermen  (old  cross-liners  are 
preferred)  possessing  boats  of  their  own.  One  cannot 
expect  these  men,  who  have  to  make  a  living  for 
themselves  and  families,  to  spend  their  whole  time 
lying  concealed  on  some  island  on  the  chance  of 
catching  one  of  the  poachers.  They  have  received 
certain  instructions  which,  while  permitting  them  to 
follow  their  calling,  will  still  enable  them  to  reduce 
the  cross-line  fishing  to  a  very  limited  extent.  The 
majority  of  the  bailiffs  are  thoroughly  to  be  relied  on 
to  prevent  cross-line  fishing  in  their  presence,  and 
from  certain  circumstances  which  have  lately  occurred 
it  is  evident  that  the  poachers  find  that  they  cannot 
work  their  cross-lines  with  impunity  as  formerly,  and 
begin  to  feel  themselves  cornered. 

As  to  your  remarks  about  pike  netting,  I  am  sure 
you  cannot  be  aware  of  the  conditions  under  which 
it  is  carried  out,  and  which  are  as  follows  :  February 
and  March  are  the  spawning  months  for  pike  ;  in  those 
months  the  fish  have  their  deep  haunts  in  the  lake, 
and  move  into  the  reedy  shallow  bays  along  the  shore, 
particularly  where  such  are  adjacent  to  bogs  and 
swamps  in  which  there  are  numerous  drains  and 
ditches — it  is  in  these  that  the  pike  loves  to  spawn. 
At  that  time  of  the  year  there  is  not  a  salmon  to  be 
got  anywhere  near  these  bays,  and  as  a  rule  they  are 
devoid  of  trout.  Nets  are  stretched  across  the  mouth 
of  these  bays  in  the  afternoon  and  examined  the  next 
morning;  the  ditches  and  drains  are  also  beaten,  and 
any  pike  that  may  have  got  into  them  driven  out  into 
the  nets.  A  man  with  trimmers  would  not  catch  a 
pike  in  a  month  in  these  shallow  bays.  So  far  from 
being  desirous  of  burning  the  nets,  the  association  is 
anxious  to  increase  their  number  and  to  extend 
operations  if  funds  will  admit  of  so  doing.  Two 
sporting  members  of  the  association,  knowing  that 
funds  this  year  did  not  admit  of  pike  netting,  sent  £6 
between  them  for  this  special  purpose. 

As  regards  the  netting  of  salmon  and  trout  by  the 
gentlemen  you  mention,  there  is  this  great  difference 
between  their  procedure  and  that  of  cross-line  fishing 
as  it  used  to  be  carried  on — namely,  the  operations 
of  one  is  confined  to  the  shores  of  the  properties 
belonging  to  these  gentlemen,  which  is  infinitesimal 
in  extent  when  compared  with  the  whole  lake,  and  it 
is  carried  out  in  a  legal  way ;  whereas  the  cross-liners 
used  to  travel  all  over  the  lake,  and  killed  enormous 
quantities  of  unclean  fish,  both  salmon  and  trout ;  in 
fact  it  was  a  common  occurrence  for  one  cross-line 
in  one  day  to  kill  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  spent 
salmon,  for  which  they  got  6d.  per  pound  from  the 
local  dealers,  who  despatched  them  to  the  English 
market  and  obtained  from  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  per  pound. 

Surely  when  the  right  of  fishing  with  the  cross-line 
was  thus  abused,  it  was  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Bailiffs  have  a  right  under  their  warrant  to  search 
boats  but  not  the  persons  of  any  men  in  the  boat ;  it  is 
also  impossible  under  existing  circumstances  to  compel 
fishermen  to  bring  their  daily  catch  for  inspection. 

Your  advice  as  to  the  imposition  of  a  fee  or  licence 


on  all  sportsmen  coming  to  fish  is  also  excellent,  but 
unfortunately  the  association  has  not  the  power  to  do 
so  without  an  Act  of  Parliament  specially  passed  to 
extend  certain  clauses  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Act  to 
Lough  Corrib. 

We  must,  therefore,  for  the  present  be  content  with 
asking  for  voluntary  subscriptions  from  the  general 
public  and  sportsmen  who  visit  the  lake,  and  to 
endeavour  to  expend  the  funds  thus  obtained  in  the 
most  beneficial  manner  possible,  making  use  of  such 
men  and  boats  as  are  available. 

As  you  point  out,  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  that  even  with 
the  modest  attempts  of  the  association  to  preserve  the 
lake,  there  has  been  undoubtedly  a  very  great  improve- 
ment ill  the  fishing,  and  there  is  every  prospect,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  of  its  continuing  to  improve. — Yours  truly, 

Oughterard.  Scbope  B.  Doig,  Hon.  Sec, 

Corrib  Fisheries'  Association. 

[Mr.  Doig  bowls  my  middle  stump  every  time. 
One  can  only  be  thankful  the  association  does  any- 
thing at  all  with  such  a  poor  revenue.— Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  an  enthusiastic  angler  for  trout, 
with  a  very  limited  amount  of  spare  time  in  which 
to  enjoy  my  hobby,  only  an  odd  day  or  two  in  the 
season  and  a  week  or  two  in  the  month  of  Jime.  As 
you  can  therefore  understand,  this  said  week  or  so  is 
very  precious,  too  much  so  to  be  employed  experiment- 
ing to  find  a  good  spot ;  and  this  is  what  I  would  like 
to  know  from  some  one  of  your  many  readers  : — 
Prom  recent  experience  the  best  place  in  Scotland 
to  go  to  in  June,  for  really  good  trout  fishing,  both 
loch  and  stream  (unrestricted,  or  otherwise,  if  per- 
mission can  readily  be  procured).  I  have  tried  not  a 
few  places,  and  although  I  have,  as  a  rule,  done  as 
well  as  those  I  came  in  contact  with,  still  I  never 
really  struck  a  spot  where  sport  was  such  as  to  entice 
me  back.  I  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  if  the  neces- 
sary information  can  be  given  me.  I  am  sure  some  of 
your  readers  must  have  found  something  approaching 
their  ideal  as  a  trouting  water  or  waters. — Yours 
truly.  Grouse  and  Green. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  CROOM. 

Dear  Sir, — A  short  time  ago  I  was  in  Limerick  on 
business,  and  having  concluded  the  same  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  spend  a  day  or  two  at  Groom,  where  1  was 
told  good  trout  fishing  was  to  be  had.  I  put  up  at 
McCarthy's  Croom  Hotel. 

Soon  after  breakfast  on  the  following  morning  found 
me  by  the  side  of  the  river  Maigue.  A  strong  N.E. 
wind  was  blowing,  very  cold,  with  showers  of  rain  and 
hail,  altogether  a  most  unpropitious  morning.  Not  a 
single  rise  to  be  seen  anywhere,  then  a  trout  about 
half  a  pound  weight  hooked  himself.  Shortly  after 
this  I  lost  a  cast  and  three  flies  through  striking  a 
good  fish  with  a  tight  line  instead  of  from  the  reel. 
Then  came  a  burst  of  warm  sunshine,  and  a  good 
hatch  out  of  Olive  Quills,  which  set  the  fish  on  the 
rise,  and  here  I  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  fish  weighing 
21b.  6oz.  I  am  told  this  river  yields  grand  sport  to  the 
dry  fly  fisher,  and  certainly  the  few  days  I  stayed 
there  it  gave  good  sport  fishing  with  the  wet  fly. — 
Yours  truly,  Frank  Swan. 

Birmingham. 


FUNGUS  ON  GOLD-FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Waters"  rc  fungus  on 
gold-fish,  I  can  only  say  that  this  disease  is  not 
uncommon  among  small  fishes  kept  in  confinement. 
It  is  frequently  spread  by  overstocking  an  aquarium. 
If  particular  notice  is  taken  when  buying  gold-fish  from 
those  who  deal  in  them,  it  is  often  observed  that  they 
are  taken  from  globes  or  tanks  much  overcrowded  and 
not  infrequently  containing  a  few  diseased  specimens. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  generally  known  that 
nearly  any  antiseptic  is  fatal  to  fungoid  growths  on 
fish.  Among  the  most  effective  are  : — Permanganate 
of  potass,  formalin,  lysol,  and  common  salt.  I  had  a 
number  of  small  fish  which  were  attacked  by  fungus, 
and  then  completely  cured  in  a  short  time  by  a  per- 
sistent treatment  with  a  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potass  in  water.  The  solution  must  be  made  of 
medium  strength — strong  enough  to  act  on  the  fungus, 
and  not  strong  enough  to  harm  the  fish.  Particular 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  permit  any  of  the  solution 
getting  under  the  gill  covers,  into  the  eyes,  mouth, 
or  vent,  as  then  serious  injury  might  be  done  to  the 
fish.  Have  a  sheet  of  blotting-paper,  or  dry 
absorbent  cloth,  and  lift  out  the  fish  one  at  a 
time.  The  blotting-paper  or  cloth  takes  away  the 
surplus  water  from  the  skin  of  the  fish,  and  when 
this  is  the  case  the  solution  does  not  run,  and  acts 
quicker  and  more  effectively.  The  solution  is  best 
applied  by  a  fine  camel's  hair  brush.  Allow  the  fish 
to  remain  for  a  few  seconds  out  of  water  after  painting 
to  let  the  solution  get  in  its  work.  When  signs  of 
distress  are  shown  the  patient  should  immediately  be 
returned  into  quickly  flowing  water  in  order  that  the 
spare  solution  is  carried  away.  Repeat  this  treatment 
once  a  day  until  the  growth  disappears. — Yours  truly 

T.  D.  Bathgate. 
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LEATHER  WELLINGTONS. 

Dbak  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  "  P. 
Renshaw."  If  he  wants  a  good  pair  of  leather 
Wellingtons  for,  I  take  it,  shallow  wading,  etc.,  he 
cannot  do  better  than  try  Mr.  T.  Liggins,  176,  Church- 
lane,  Smethwick,  near  Birmingham.  Liggins  knows 
exactly  what  is  wanted,  and  he  made  me  a  pair,  which 
are  capital  for  this  purpose.  They  are  not  unlike  the 
shorter  sea  boots  which  fishermen  wear  for  carrying 
baskets  of  fish  ashore,  but  lighter  and  more  pliable. 
I  am  sure  Liggins  cannot  be  beaten,  and  his  prices  are 
very  moderate. — Yours  truly,       W.  S.  Buddicom. 

Church  Stretton. 


PISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  hope  to  spend  a  few  weeks  from  the 
end  of  July  on  the  Romsdal  fjord,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if  any  of  your  readers  would  give  me  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  trout  and  sea-trout  fishing,  best  flies, 
etc.,  also  whether  Molde  would  be  a  good  locality  as 
headquarters.  I  know  the  Sactersdal,  South  Norway, 
district  and  would  be  pleased  to  give  any  information 
to  any  angler  who  thinks  of  visiting  that  interesting 
part  this  year, — Yours  truly,  Alpha. 


THE  MALLOCH  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — I  notice  you  mention  that  the  disad- 
vantage of  "  kinking  "  of  the  line  in  the  Malloch  reel 
has  been  obviated  by  the  drum  being  now  made 
reversible,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  when  the  drum 
has  been  reversed  the  action  is  most  awkward  and 
liable  to  cause  disastrous  results  when  a  fish  is  "  on," 
as  you  then  have  to  reverse  the  winding  action  of  the 
reel  handle — namely,  towards  yourself  instead  of  away 
from  you.  This,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment, 
you  might  easily  forget,  and  one  wrong  turn  of  the 
handle  would  probably  lose  you  a  fish. 

Perhaps  it  is  my  stupidity,  however,  in  not  realising 
the  proper  way  to  obviate  this,  and  if  so,  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  corrected. — Yours  truly,  W.  S. 

[I  asked  Mr.  Malloch  kindly  to  reply  to  this 
criticism,  and  the  following  is  his  reply. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  yours,  the  disadvantage 
of  the  line  kinking  has  been  entirely  overcome  by  the 
reversible  drum,  whether  the  kinks  are  caused  by  the 
bait  spinning  the  line  while  fishing,  or  flying  through 
the  air  in  casting,  or  uncoiling  from  the  drum.  When- 
ever any  kinks  come  into  the  line  the  drum  is  reversed 
and  the  line  wound  in  the  reverse  way  with  the  right 
hand,  or  turning  the  rod  up  and  winding  in  the 
natural  way  with  the  left  hand.  I  seldom  need  to 
reverse  the  drum ;  I  always  use  a  double  swivel  on 
the  main  line  about  a  foot  up  from  the  cast,  this 
allows  the  line  to  rectify  itself.  When  the  drum  is 
reversed,  I  have  never  found  it  awkward  in  winding  in 
the  line  or  playing  a  fish.  The  reversing  of  the  drum 
need  only  be  done  three  or  four  times  during  a  whole 
day's  fishing,  and  only  three  or  four  casts  made 
during  each  turn.  Hundreds  of  anglers  who  use  the 
casting  reel  tell  me  they  never  reverse  the  drum. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  D.  Malloch. 


WHAT  SPAWN  IS  IT? 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  and  I  were  fishing  in'the  Usk 
to-day  and  came  across  some  of  the  enclosed  spawn 
hanging  in  ropes  by  roots  of  withies  at  the  water-side. 
We  were  wondering  if  it  is  perch  spawn.  I  thought  I 
would  ask  you.  I  enclose  box  of  it.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation,  I  enclose  envelope  for  reply,  as  we  are 
wondering  i£  perch  spawn  here.  They  have  been 
caught  in  the  Usk,  but  very  rarely. — Yours  truly, 

April  26.  J.  F.  C. 

[The  spawn  sent  is  frog. — Ed.] 

"PALMER'S  ROD  VARNISH." 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  where  I  can  obtain  "  Palmer's  Rod  Varnish," 
a?  I  understand  that  it  will  not  crack  on  rods  ? — Yours 
faithfully,  E.  G. 

Co.  Cork.   

TROUT  PISHING  NEAR  LYNTON. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  W.  G.  Berks  will  get  very  fair 
fishing  in  East  Lyn ;  average  about  six  or  seven  to  the 
pound,  limit  six  inches. 

There  is  good  accommodation  (both  hotel  and  some 
private)  at  Lynton  and  Lynmouth,  where  tickets  can 
be  obtained. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  Mr.  Berks  any  further 
particulars  if  he  will  communicate  with  me. — Yours 
truly,  Thomas  C.  Hastings. 

Purton,  near  Swindon, 

Wilts.   

RIVER  IDLE  FISHING  CLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  observe  in  your  issue  of  April  26, 
"  L,"  in  reporting  on  the  river  Idle,  says  he  does 
"  not  hear  of  much  progress  being  made  with  the  new 
angling  club,"  by  which,  I  suppose,  he  means  the 
River  Idle  Fishing  Club,  which  practically  rents  the 
whole  of  the  river  so  far]  as  it  is  suitable  for  trout 
fishing. 

The  club  is  not  in  any  way  in  need  of  an  advertise- 
ment, but  as  your  pape-.  has  such  a  wide  circulation,  I 


may  mention  that  the  first  meeting  to  establish  the 
club  was  held  here  last  autumn,  and  since  then 
progress  has  been  made  as  follows  :  (1)  The  Duke  of 
Portland  at  once  became  president,  and  Colonel 
Denison  and  Major  Laycock  vice-presidents.  (2)  The 
full  number  of  twenty-five  members  was  obtained 
within  a  few  weeks,  and  there  are  now  several  appli- 
cants for  the  first  vacancy.  (3)  About  fourteen  miles  of 
river  has  been  rented  and  cleared  of  coarse  fish.  (4)  The 
upper  length  has  been  stocked  with  6700  yearling  and 
two-year-old  trout  and  a  tributary  stream  stocked 
with  fry.  (5)  An  experienced  keeper  (one  of  the 
bailifis  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board)  is  looking  after 
the  club  water  with  the  help  of  other  local  keepers 
and  watchers.  Except  for  dealing  promptly  with 
stray  poachers,  pike,  and  herons,  the  club  does  not 
propose  to  progress  further  until  next  winter,  when 
another  lot  of  five  or  ten  thousand  fish  will  be  turned 
down. 

I  may  mention  that  several  good  brace  of  trout  in 
excellent  condition  have  been  taken  in  the  Idle  tribu- 
taries, the  Maun  and  the  Meden,  by  gentlemen  who 
also  happen  to  be  members  of  the  R.I, P.  Club.  The 
Eaton  water  is  the  private  fishery  of  Colonel  Denison. 
—Yours  truly,  W.  E.  Channon, 

Retford.  Secretary. 


"AN  INTUITIVE  EYE." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  26  headed  "  An  Intuitive  Eye  "  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  can  bear  out  every  word  "  A  " 
says.  I  know  it  from  experience  ;  for  instance,  I  used 
to  rent  some  water  in  the  reservoir  not  very  far  from 
my  house  and  have  gone  out  and  caught  101b.  of 
roach  with  a  small  artificial  fly  before  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  This  I  would  prove  by  doing  it  again,  if 
allowed  to  pick  my  own  time. 

As  regards  "  A  "  getting  his  drawers  and  tail  of  his 
shirt  wet,  that  would  not  hurt  any  one,  so  that  they 
did  not  get  too  wet  inside.  After  all  there  is  nothing 
like  a  day  by  the  side  of  a  river  in  the  fresh  air,  and 
more  than  once  have  I  been  wet  through  from  morn 
till  night  and  had  no  ill  effects  from  it. — Yours  truly, 

Birmingham.  Reuben  Heaton. 


RONALD'S  "PLY  FISHER'S  ENTOMOLOGY." 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  supplement  your 
interesting  article  on  Ronald's  "  Ply  Fisher's  Ento- 
mology "  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  26. 

The  seventh  edition  of  this  book,  regarding  which  no 
information  is  given  in  the  liibliothcca  Piscatoria 
(1883),  but  of  which  I  have  a  copy,  was  published  in 
18G8  by  Messrs.  Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  London, 
(pp.  xvi,,  132.)— Yours  truly,    Alex.  D.  Campbell. 

8,  Bellevue-crescent, 
Edinburgh,  April  27. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Campbell  for  correcting 
the  omission  in  the  Bibliotheca  Piscato7'ia. — Ed.] 


WHAT  IS  THE  LARGEST  ROACH  ON 
RECORD  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  numerous  readers  who 
possess  reliable  evidence  as'^to  the  capture  of  a  roach 
weighing  3lhl  kindly  give  particulars.  At  the  same 
time,  I  should  like  to  be  informed  what  is  the  weight 
of  the  largest  roach  on  record,  and  how,  when,  and 
where  it  was  taken. — Yours  truly,       W.  B.  Hunt. 


PISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  one  of  your  readers 
can  assist  me  in  finding  where  to  fish  for  trout  within 
an  hour  or  hour-and-a-half's  railway  journey  from 
Manchester.  Also,  who  issues  the  permits  for  the 
waters  and  what  charge  they  usually  make. — Yours 
truly.  Novice. 

[I  doubt  if  "  Novice  "  will  get  trout  fishing  quite  so 
near  to  Manchester. — Ed.] 


PISHING  AT  LYNTON. 
Deae  Sir, — May  I  say  that  Lynton  has  no  fishing, 
but  Lynmouth  has  ;  the  former  is  on  a  hill,  the  latter 
in  the  valley  below  (half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
apart).  Fishing  by  payment ;  week,  month,  or  season. 
Trout  caught  in  the  Lyn  (name  of  river)  not  large — 
six  to  eight  in  the  pound. — Yours  truly,      A.  0.  H. 


THE  MEAVY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Please  turn  to  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  8, 
page  169,  "  Sea  Fishing,"  nineteenth  line  from  bottom 
of  third  column,  and  read  :  "  A  fine  salmon  was  taken 
in  the  Meavy.  It  was  weighed  by  me  about  four  hours 
after  it  was  taken  from  the  water,  and  turned  the 
scale  at  lljlb.  It  was  a  good  iiroportioned  fish,  and 
measured  18in.  in  girth,  its  length  being  33Jin. 
(Signed)  William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.)."  Here,  sir, 
is  the  origin  of  the  "  imaginations." 

Please  note  a  further  stretch  in  your  correspondent's 
"  imagination."  The  fish  has  apparently  now  grown 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  girth  since  killed, 
March  1  last,  vide  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  26,  where 
girth  is  given  as  18|in.,  whereas  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  8,  at  pages  169  and  172,  also  The  Western 


Morning  Neios  of  March  3,  all  give  the  girth  as  18in. 
on  the  same  authority — "  William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.)." 

I  am  far  too  old  a  sportsman  to  be  turned  from  my 
quarry  by  any  side  issue,  hence  your  correspondent's 
innuendos  in  the  last  paragraph  of  his  letter  will 
receive  a  prompt  and  decisive  answer  elsewhere.  In 
the  meantime,  Mr.  Editor,  take  it  from  me  that  the 
anglers  (in  the  true  sense  of  the  term)  of  this  district 
whose  opinions  on  the  subject  under  discussion  differ 
from  mine  can  easily  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand.    Personally,  I  don't  know  of  a  single  one,  and  I 
have  spoken  to  a  great  many. — Yours  truly, 
Richard  G.  Roe, 
Captain  Royal  Navy,  and  Vice-President  Fresh- 
water Fishermen's  Society  of  Plymouth  and 
District. 
Plymouth,  April  26,  1902. 

[This  correspondence  should  stop  now.  The  fish  is 
not  in  existence,  and  our  readers  must  come  to  their 
own  conclusions  about  it.  There  is  no  better  authority 
living  than  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  on  the 
question  of  weight  and  length  of  salmon,  and  he 
says  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  figures  given  respecting 
the  Meavy  salmon  to  prove  it  was  not  a  clean  run 
fish,  and  if  it  had  milt  that  goes  to  show  it  was  not  a 
kelt,  as  I  do  not  suppose  Captain  Roe  would  call  an 
unspawned  silvery  salmon  a  kelt  ?  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell 
has  kindly  given  me  some  statistics  which  show  how 
greatly  the  weight  as  compared  with  length  of  salmon 
varies.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  tells  me  he  has  recently 
been  marking  Tay  kelts  and  found  many  much  thinner 
and  longer  than  the  Me^vy  fish — one  of  twenty-nine 
inches  in  length  only  weighed  71b. — Ed  ] 


SIZE  AND  WEIGHT  OP  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  never  worked  out  calculations 
as  to  the  weight  of  salmon  based  on  the  length  and 
girth  of  the  fish.  I  do  not  think  such  a  mode  of 
"  weighing  "  would  always  turn  out  satisfactory. 

I  send  you  the  weights  and  measurements  of  some 
of  the  salmon  which  I  myself  have  handled  in  Mr. 
Grove's  shop  in  Bond-street.  A  full  list  would  take 
up  too  much  of  your  space.  The  information  may  be 
useful  to  your  correspondent. 

Last  week  I  measured  a  Shannon  salmon  of  42Jlb. ; 
length,  44in. ;  girth,  27Jin.  Some  of  the  others  pre- 
viously measured  were  as  follows  :  Wye,  511b.  ;  length, 
50in. ;  girth,  27in.  Tay,  43|lb. ;  length,  49in.  ;  girth, 
27Jin.  Shannon,  4.51b.  ;  length,  46Jin. ;  girth,  28in. ; 
Shannon,  551b. ;  length,  50in.  ;  girth,  30Jin.  Tay, 
541b. ;  length,  51in. ;  girth,  28in.  Pifeshire  Coast, 
511b.;  length,  49in. ;  girth,  29Jin.  Perth,  49Jlb. ; 
length,  48in. ;  girth,  27in.  Severn,  521b.;  length, 
53in. ;  girth,  26Jin.  Tay,  581b. ;  length,  53in.;  girth, 
27in.  Severn,  bbVo.  ;  length,  52in. ;  girth,  26Jin. 
Shannon,  561b. ;  length,  51in. ;  girth,  29in.  Shannon, 
501b. ;  length,  47in.  ;  girth,  29in.  Severn,  SOJlb. ; 
length,  52in. ;  girth,  27in.  Shannon,  601b.  (nearly)  ; 
length,  49in. ;  girth,  30Jin.  Tay,  681b. ;  length,  53in. ; 
girth,  30§in.  Tay,  501b. ;  length,  50in.  ;  girth,  28in. 
Montrose,  631b. ;  length,  55in. ;  girth,  29in.  Tay, 
54Jlb. ;  length,  52in. ;  girth,  28^in. — Yours  truly, 

Hbnby  Ffennell. 


PISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you,  or  any 
of  your  readers,  would  give  me  a  few  particulars  as  to 
the  fishing  on  Lough  Mask.  I  purpose  going  there  at 
the  end  of  May  or  early  in  June.  I  shall  be  grateful 
for  any  tips  as  to  baits  for  trollingJI  for  large  trout  or 
pike,  also  flies.  Would  small  roach  mounted  on  a 
spinner  be  of  any  use  for  large  trout  ? — Yours  truly, 

  Blub  Dun. 

PISHING  AT  ROSSTREVOR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
any  of  my  brother  readers  of  your  valuable  and 
most  interesting  paper  could  give  me  information  as 
to  what  fishing  I  might  expect  to  obtain  at  Rosstrevor, 
on  Carlingford  Lough,  co.  Down,  Ireland.  Is  there 
fishing  in  any  streams  close  by,  also  in  Ihe  lough 
itself?  Is  permission  or  ticket  required;  if  so,  where 
obtained  ?  Size  of  fish  (trout  preferred),  and  suitable 
flies  and  tackle.  I  propose  to  go  in  July. — Yours 
truly,  Thomas  Riding. 


RECORDS  OP  LARGE  FISH  CAUGHT 
LAST  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  the  instructive  information 
given  by  Mr.  Jardine  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  26 
re  above,  being  personally  interested,  I  wish  to  say 
that  Mr.  Jardine  omitted  a  few  of  the  largest  fish 
caught  on  Lough  Mask. 

Colonel  Allix  caught  his  34Jlb.  pike  in  May,  1901 ; 
Mr.  Williams,  London,  9aib.  trout  caught  in  June ; 
and  Mr.  Brooks,  Liverpool,  in  August  caught  I 
believe  the  two  largest  trout  fly  fishing  caught  on 
any  lake  in  the  British  Isles — one  of  8Jlb.  and  one  of 
6pb. ;  and  Mr.  Pownceby  a  pike  of  331b.  in  October. 

The  whole  lot  have  been  set  up  by  Messrs.  Williams 
and  Sons,  Naturalists,  Dublin. — Yours  truly, 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  J.  A.  Joyce. 

Clonbur. 

(Several  letters  wre  uncwoiddbly  held  over.) 
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The  FlSHlNQ  GAZETTE  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  he 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHINQ 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  ed. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6s.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

g."tPage  £7   7  o 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   ].]     2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    150 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (i  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


"  My  knowledge  of  the  country,  so  rich  in  rivers, 
on  the  frontiers  of  Norway  and  Sweden  resembles 
yam's,  I  fear,  in  being  too  ancient. 

"  Up  to  the  early  seventies,  when  I  had  more 
relations  with  Christiania  and  Gothenburg  than  I 
have  had  in  later  years,  I  was  told,  as  a  great 
secret,  of  marvellous  bags  of  big  trout  that  were  got 
in  these  waters,  and  Lloyd,  author  of  '  Scandinavian 
Adventures,'  considered  them  to  afford  the  best 
trouting  in  the  peninsula. 

"  At  that  time  they  were  difficult  to  reach,  and 
accommodation  was  scanty,  but  now  two  lines  of 
railway  at  least  traverse  the  district,  one  up  the 
Glommen  valley  to  Trondhjem,  the  other  round 
the  north  shore  of  the  Wennern  sea  to  Motala  and 
Stockholm.  There  is  also  now,  without  doubt, 
ample  accommodation.  It  was,  I  think,  in 
Bennett's  handbook  I  read  the  names  of  three 
hotels  near  one  station  on  the  Trondhjem  line. 

It  I  were  a  trout  fisher  I  should  certainly  have  a 
look  at  these  tributaries,  which  seem  to  comprise 
hundreds  of  miles  of  fishable  water  far  more 
trouty-looking  than  the  fierce,  rocky  rivers  of  the 
coast." 


May  Morning  in  Bueton-on-Trent. 
A  large  congregation  of  over  one  thousand 
working  men  filled  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Burton, 
at  the  early  hour  of  5  a.m.  to  join  in  the  customary 
May-morning  service.  The  Eight  Eev.  J.  Taylor 
Smith,  D.D.,  was  present,  and  gave  a  most  appro- 
priate and  stirring  address  to  the  men  assembled. 
The  vicar,  the  Eev.  W.  F.  Drury,  conducted  the 
service,  which,  though  simple,  was  dignified.  On 
leaving  church  each  man  was  presented  with  a 
button-hole  flower. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  May  Fly  in  Gloucestershire. 
_  "  Dear  Me.  Marston,— You  ask  in  your  '  Occa- 
sional Notes '  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  any  information  respecting  the  appear- 
ance of  the  May  Fly.  It  is  certainly  rather  early 
in  the  day  to  expect  even  an  '  advance  guard,'  but 
it  is  hard  to  find  a  time  for,  say,  nine  months  out 
of  the  twelve  when  an  odd  specimen  of  this  grace- 
ful and  interesting  member  of  the  Ephemera  tribe 
may  not  be  seen  under  exceptional  circumstances. 
I  saw  odd  specimens  in  each  month  from  March 
to  September  last  year,  and  several  of  my  customers 
speak  of  having  seen  it  last  week.  The  impression 
generally  is  that  it  will  be  early  this  season. 
Eeferrmg  to  our  Gloucestershire  streams,  they 
vary  more  perhaps  than  in  most  counties. 
Although  no  great  distance  apart— say,  some 
eight  or  ten  miles— the  Green  Drake  is  generally 
in  strong  force  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wind- 
rush  fully  ten  days  before  it  is  in  evidence  on  the 
Coin.  The  Caddis  is  certainly  in  a  very  healthy 
and  advanced  stage  of  development,  and  the  trout 
also  are  in  very  good  condition.  Some  of  the 
'  whoppers,'  however,  seem  to  be  lying  in  wait 
for  the  coming  feast.  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  your 
readers  at  any  time  reliable  information  on  this  or 
any  matter  appertaining  to  sport.— Yours  truly, 
"  28,  Winchcomb-street,         "  James  Ogden. 

"  Cheltenham. 
P.S.— We  have  strong  evidence  of  two  otters 
bemg  on  the  Coin,  and  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  for  a  pack  of  hounds  to  cover  the  water  the 
end  of  this  month." 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Pearsall  tells  me  that  he  finds 
Mr.  James  Ogden's  "  sunk  fly  "  pattern  of  May  Fly 
one  of  the  most  deadly  for  Windermere  fishing 
when  the  May  Fly  is  on. 


GiSHURSTINB  FOR  THE  LiNE  AS  WELL  aS  FOR. 

Boots. 

I  discovered  only  recently  tha,t  Gishurstine,  a 
waterproof  dressing  for  boots,  which  has  been 
advertised  in  the  FisJiing  Gazette  for  many  years, 
is  also  a  first-rate  dressing  for  dry  fly  reel  lines  for 
making  them  float.  It  is  very  clean  and  pleasant 
to  use,  and  its  effect  is  more  lasting  than  red  deer's 
fat  or  vaseline.  I  believe  it  is  a  ■  by-product 
obtained  in  the  manufacture  of  some  of  their  goods 
by  Price's  Patent  Candle  and  Soap  Co.  It  is  put 
up  in  tins  ;  it  is  not  at  all  sticky,  and  for  waterproof 
qualities  I  believe  there  are  very  few  dressings 
which  can  compare  with  it. 


Mr.  Sturdy  writes :  "  Your  foreign-going  trout 
fishing  readers  should  be  grateful  if  your  note  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  mighty  Glommen  and 
Gotha  rivers  should  bring  information  on  their 
present  condition, 


Messrs.  Bartleet's  New  Patent  Case  for 
Holding  Hooks  on  Gut. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills, 
Eedditch,  say :  "  We  are  sending  you  herewith  a 
new  case  to  contain  hooks  to  gut."  (Why  do  so 
many  fishing-tackle  makers  say  hooks  to  gut  instead 
of  hooks  on  gut  ?  I  suppose  originally  it  was  hooks 
attached  to  gut,  but  surely  hooks  on  gut  is  best 
and  most  generally  understood.)  "We  think  you 
will  agree  with  us  that  it  is  very  practical  and 
convenient.  A  single  hook  can  be  taken  out  at  a 
time,  and  the  little  window  in  the  first  paper  allows 
the  hook  to  be  seen.  You  will  notice  also  that  the 
various  sizes  of  hooks  are  illustrated  on  the  outside 
of  the  cover.  This  is  convenient  to  people  who 
want  to  order  different  sizes.  You  will  also  see 
that  the  cases  are  made  to  contain  hooks  in  our 
three  grades,  namely  : — 

"A  quality. —'Extva,  quality  hooks  to  primest 

selected  gut. 
"  B  quality.—'  Archer  '  quality  hooks  to  picked 

gut. 

"  C  quality. — ■'  Superior  hooks  to  gut.'  " 
This  is  an  excellent  little  folding  paper  case,  well 
designed  in  every  way.  Each  hook  is  done  up 
separately  in  damp-proof  paper— the  first  in  the 
set  has  a  window  of  transparent  celluloid,  so  that 
you  see  at  a  glance  what  size  of  hook  is  in  the 
packets.  The  giving  the  illustrations  as  well  as 
numbers  of  the  hooks  is  also  a  capital  plan, 
especially  in  view  of  the  absurd  discords  on  the 
numbering  of  hooks. 


two  joints.     The  top  joint  is  split-cane  and  the 
butt  is  what  Mr.  Holland  calls  a  "wood  of  my 
own."    It  is  not  greenheart,  but  it  is  very  good 
wood  and  goes  well  with  the  powerful  split-cane 
top.    A  novelty  is  a  steel  spring  in  the  handle, 
where  you  grasp  the  rod,  under  the  cork.  Mr. 
Holland  claims  that  he  has  put  thirty  years'  practical 
experience  into  the  make  of  his  "  St.  Cross  "  rod, 
and  claims  for  it  "  lightness,  accuracy  in  casting, 
and  great  driving  power,"  and  certainly  as  far  as 
one  can  judge  from  one  day's  use  on  the  water  I 
think  that  the  rod  very  fairly  substantiates  the 
claims  made  for  it.    Of  course  Mr.  Holland  will 
make  it  to  suit    the   special    requirements  of 
customers— for  instance,  the  rod  sent  to  me  wants 
a  heavier  reel  line  that  I  generally  use  now.  Mr. 
Holland  also  claims  that  his  new  rod  is  "  made  for 
hard  work  and  does  it."    He  makes  the  rod  all 
split-cane  if  so  required,  when,  of  course,  it  is  more 
expensive.    He  also  makes  them  spliced  as  well  as 
ferruled.    We  all  know  from  nearly  all  the  angling 
writers  that  the  theoretically  perfect  rod  is  made 
to  fasten  together  with  splices  and  ^\Tappings.  I 
suppose  in  theory  it  is  much  better,  but  in  practice 
and  after  trying  both  kinds  I  never  use  a  spliced 
rod  if  I  can  get  one  with  ferrules— but  this  is  just 
one  of  those  points  on  which  each  angler  can,  I 
presume,  please  himself.   The  spring  in  the  handle 
of  Mr.'  Holland's  rod  is  a  good  idea,  and  in  all 
other  respects  it  is  excellent.    He  tells  me  every 
rod  is  made  under  his  own  supervision,  he  himself 
testing  the  "feel  "  with  reel  and  line  as  the  rod  is 
being  made.    I  hope  he  will  have  a  good  demand 
for  them,  but  I  strongly  advise  all  who  get  them 
to  get  Mr.  Holland  to  send  a  reel  line  of  the  proper 
size  for  the  particular  rod.    This  is  a  very  much 
more  essential  point  than  many  anglers  are  aware 
of — the  line  should  never  overpower  the  rod,  nor 
the  rod  the  line.  E.  B.  Marston. 


Holland's  "  St.  Cross  Dry-Fly- Eod."' 
Messrs.  G.  Holland  &  Son,  of  29,  The  Square, 
Winchester,  send  me  one  of  the  new  dry-fly  rods] 
which  they  are  now  making  in  Winchester,  called 
"  The  St.  Cross,"  after  the  celebrated  place  and 
church  of  that  name  near  Winchester,  and 
also  possibly  because  the  rods  themselves  are 
a  cross.  The  favourite  length,  Mr.  Holland 
tells  me,  is  nine  to  nine  feet  six  inches  in 


EOCK  FISHING  FOE  BIG  WEASSE. 

Last  year  my  holiday  fell  in  June,  which,  though 
certainly  a  charming  time  for  general  enjoyment, 
is  not  the  best  of  months  for  sea  angling.  Had  I 
been  free  to  choose  I  should  have  selected  September, 
October,  or  even  November ;  but  anglers,  like  other 
mortals,  are  the  creatures  of  circumstance,  and  as 
it  was  a  case  of  either  a  certain  holiday  in  June  or 
a  highly  problematical  one  in  the  autumn,  I 
decided  to  take  the  bird  in  the  hand,  and  break 
new  ground  by  visiting  North  Cornwall.  This 
choice  of  locality  was  influenced  by  the  probability 
that  sea-fish  would  be  in  evidence  on  that  coast 
fairly  early  in  the  season,  and  also  by  the  reputation 
of  the  grand  cliff  scenery  and  the  pure,  bracing  air. 
And  so  it  came  about  that  very  early  in  June  my 
daughter  and  I  made  our  first  acquaintance  with 
the  ancient  little  town  of  Padstow,  which  nestles 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  estuary  of  the  Camel, 
about  two  miles  from  the  sea.  ■  Here  we  spent  a 
few  days  and  prospected  the  adjacent  coxmtry  for 
some  accommodation  on  the  actual  coast  and  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  cliffs. 

Meanwhile   -we   tried   a  little   fishing  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  in  the   estuary.  '  Bass  were 
fairly  plentiful  at  times,  but  chiefly  lower  down  the 
estuary  near  the  sea,  and  a  certain  steam  yacht  was 
pointed  out,  the  owner  of  which  occasionally  used 
her  on  fishing  trips  and  netted  large  quantities  of  fine 
fish.  Soft-back  crab  was  easily  obtained,  and  was  the 
favourite  local  bait.    Lug  worms,  however,  were 
diificult  to  procure,  and  were  not  held  in  high 
repute.    I  discovered  a  shallow  creek  a  mile  or  so 
up  the  estuary  in  which  lug  wonn  of  fair  quality 
could  be  dug.    On  two  occasions  I  repaired  thither 
armed  with   spade   and   excavated  on  my  own 
account,  getting  fair  samples  of  the  worm,  which 
to  me,  being  my  favourite  bait,  is  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  a  joy  for  ever.    As,  however,  it  was  essential 
to  success  to  remove  one's  nether  garments,  and 
the  labour  of  digging  in  the  soft  ooze — half  sand, 
half  mud — was  simply  stupendous,  I  decided  that 
to  a  man  on  the  wrong  side  of  forty  the  game  was 
not  worth  the  candle.    So  I  reverted  to  the  soft- 
back crab  which  the  local  small  boys  collected 
for  suitable  remuneration.    Our  fishing,  however, 
met  with  little  success  save  a  few  fair-sized  flounders, 
and  we  were  not  sorry  when  we  shifted  our  quarters 
to  an  isolated  farmhouse  on  a  headland  a  few  miles 
distant.    This  headland  was  also  a  peninsula  with 
magnificent  cliffs  and  jutting  poiuts  against  which 
the  turbulent  Atlantic  ocean  fi-etted  and  thundered 
with  but  little  intermission.    Here  we  were  in  our 
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ideal  spot  close  to  the  water,  and  living  literally 
"in  the  roar  of  the  sea."  And  here  it  was  that  I 
made  my  first  acquaintance  with  the  wrasse,  which 
I  hope  to  renew  ere  long.  I  learned  at  Padstow 
that  large  wrasse  were  sometimes  caught  around 
this  very  headland,  and  inquiry  among  the  workers 
on  the  farm  satisfied  me  that  these  fish  haunted 
the  rocks  in  the  neighbourhood,  although  there  was 
no  record  of  any  notable  catches,  either  as  to 
nmuber  or  size  of  fish.  A  little  exploration  of  the 
cliffs  and  promontories  soon  suggested  a  mode  of 
procedure.  Owing  to  the  exposed  character  of  the 
coast  and  the  continual  onslaught  of  the  Atlantic 
rollers,  there  is  deep  water  right  up  to  the  rocks, 
and  this  feature  is  more  particularly  marked 
wherever  a  jutting  point  stands  out  into  the  waves. 
Sometimes  these  rocky  spurs  are  not  beetling  cliffs, 
but  steep  declivities  of  huge  stone  blocks,  down 
which  one  can  clamber  to  the  water's  edge  and 
select  some  coign  of  vantage  where  there  is  safficient 
space  and  firm  foothold  to  wield  a  rod  and  fish 
beneath  its  point  into  twenty  feet  of  water. 

A  judicious  selection  must  be  made,  especially  if 
there  is  much  swell  on,  so  as  to  allow  a  margin  of 
safety  from  the  heave  and  swirl  of  the  water, 
otherwise  it  might  very  well  happen  that  the  angler 
might  be  swept  like  a  fly  from  his  precarious  perch 
by  one  of  those  very  high  waves  which  often  occur 
on  such  a  coast. 

Such  a  suitable  base  of  operations  we  found,  and 
thither  we  repaired  one  glorious  June  morning 
with  fishing  tackle,  limpets  and  mussels  for  bait, 
and  great  expectations. 

An  important  item  of  the  tackle  was  a  rod, 
twelve  feet  long,  of  East  India  cane,  in  three 
pieces,  and  specially  made  for  sea  fishing  from 
piers  or  rocks.  It  may  be  as  well  at  this  juncture 
to  note  the  fact  that  we  were  shod  with  rubber- 
soled  shoes,  which  were  almost  indispensable  for 
traversing  steep  and  slippery  rocks  and  grassy 
slopes.  On  one  occasion  I  wore  thick  boots,  owing 
to  wet  weather,  but  never  ventured  to  do  so  again. 
And  now,  before  we  fight  our  fishing  battles  o'er 
again,  let  ns  try  to  convey  to  the  reader  some  idea 
of  the  wild  beauty  of  the  surroundings. 

Behind  us  is  the  precipitous  slope  we  have 
just  descended,  crowned  by  a  prehistoric  fortified 
camp.  At  our  feet  the  seething  water,  alternately 
surging  madly  upwards  and  receding,  baffled  and 
foaming,  in  cataracts  and  spray.  A  quarter  of  a 
mile  out  rises  a  noble,  craggy  island — black,  steep, 
and  cavernous  on  its  exposed  side,  sloping,  grassy, 
and  smiling  on  its  leeward  portion.  The  people  at 
the  farm  tell  us  that  it  is,  like  the  mainland,  the 
abode  of  rabbits.  This  island  breaks  the  long, 
far-flung  line  of  the  horizon,  dotted  here  and  there 
by  the  smoke  of  passing  steamers.  A  few  yards 
on  our  left  stands  a  towering  crag,  separated  from 
the  mainland  by  a  narrow  channel  of  about  twelve 
feet  wide,  but  of  considerable  depth.  This  channel 
is  the  scene  of  an  awe-inspiring  strife  between  the 
surging  masses  of  water.  Each  mighty  heave  of 
the  Atlantic's  bosom  enters  either  end  and  meets 
with  terrific  force  in  the  centre,  sending  a  column 
of  blue  water  and  iridescent  spray  high  into  the 
air.  The  rocky  walls  of  the  channel  are  literally 
polished  by  the  incessant  action  af  the  waves.  On 
the  crag  are  perched  multitudes  of  sea  birds  who 
mingle  i  their  hoarse  clamour  with  that  of  the 
restless  billows.  Altogether,  the  matchless  colour- 
ing of  rocks,  sky,  and  sea  make  up  a  scene 
of  beauty  beyond  the  power  of  description. 
But  all  these  fascinations  of  the  spot  do  not  make 
us  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  submarine 
attraction  which  has  brought  us  to  it ;  so  the  rod  is 
put  together  and  the  reel  and  running  line  adjusted. 
Obviously  it  would  be  imprudent  to  fish  on  the 
bottom,  so  to  the  end  of  the  running  line  six  feet 
of  twisted  gut  is  attached,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
gut  a  medium  sized  hook.  A  couple  of  feet  above 
the  hook  some  lead  wire  is  twisted  around  the  gut, 
whilst  about  six  feet  up  the  running  line  is  placed 
a  large  pike  float.  A  limpet  is  cut  from  its  shell 
and  the  choicer  portion  of  it  put  on  the  hook,  the 
remainder  is  cast  into  the  water  as  a  sort  of  ground 
bait.  We  are  now  ready  for  action,  and  the  baited 
hook  is  cast  out  so  that  the  float  swims  about  ten 
feet  from  the  rocks.  The  rod  is  then  laid  down 
with  the  end  projecting  slightly  over  the  rocks, 
and  our  float  remaining  cocked  shows  that  the  bait 
is  being  swayed  about  hither  and  thither  twelve  feet 
or  so  below  the  surface.  And  now  we  take  our  ease 
within  grasping  distance  of  the  rod,  for  who  knows 
what  unsuspected,  and  unsuspecting,  finny  monster 
may  lurk  beneath  these  deep  blue  waters,  and  by  a 


sudden  snatch  and  flight  rob  us  of  that  which 
while  not  enriching  him  would  leave  us  poor 
indeed.  We  watch  the  float  with  mingled  faith 
and  hope  as  it  dances  and  drifts  here  and  there  in 
the  eddy  tide  which  sets  in  at  this  point  and  forms 
a  miniature  maelstrom.  Occasionally  our  vigilance 
is  relaxed  and  we  refresh  our  senses  with  the  tints 
of  the  rocks  or  the  wild  play  of  the  surf  on  the 
craggy  islet,  and  note  the  distant  smoke  on  the 
horizon,  which  is  the  only  reminder  of  the  busy, 
toiling  civilisation  which  is  so  near  and  yet  so  far. 

After  twenty  minutes  or  so  of  uneventful  watch- 
ing, the  float  is  drawn  under  swiftly  and  suddenly. 
Instantly  we  are  on  our  feet  with  rod  in  hand  and 
reeling  in  slowly  and  cautiously  ;  one  soon  feels  the 
tugging  of  a  powerful  fish — so  powerful,  indeed, 
that  despite  strong  tackle  I  deem  it  prudent  to 
yield  a  little  to  the  vigorous  rushes,  ever  down- 
wards and  outwards,  of  the  beguiled  captive. 
Anxious  to  see  my  fish,  I  gradually  bring  him 
upwards  until  I  have  him  at  the  surface,  glittering 
in  the  sunshine,  a  creature  of  beautiful  curves  and 
colours,  defiant  and  unsubdued.  The  surging  of  the 
water  gives  one  pause  in  the  handling  of  the  fish,  as 
the  waves  at  their  highest  are  close  up  to  one's  feet, 
and  at  their  lowest  about  twelve  feet  below  that 
level.  I  reel  in  as  short  as  possible  so  as  to  lift  the 
fish  bodily  on  to  the  rocks  when  the  water  is  at  its 
highest  point.  But,  as  if  divining  my  intention, 
the  fish  makes  a  last  desperate  plunge  into  the 
depths,  tugging  like  a  dog  at  a  leash,  and  I  accord- 
ingly give  him  as  much  scope  as  I  dare.  It  is  his 
last  effort,  however,  and  I  soon  redress  the  balance 
and  swing  him  bodily  on  to  the  rocks,  not  without 
some  trepidation  lest  the  hook  should  tear  out  ere 
he  was  safely  on  terra  firma.  I  almost  drop  the 
rod  in  my  eagerness  to  rush  and  secure  my  prize. 
It  is  a  5lb.  fish  at  least,  with  every  spirous  fin  erect 
and  eyes  almost  appealing  in  their  large  size  and 
soft  brilliancy.  A  sturdy  fellow,  too,  and  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  extract  the  hook  from  his  tough 
mouth.  John  Bickerdyke  refers  to  the  wrasse  as 
being  among  the  most  beautiful  and  worthless  of 
fish,  and  gazing  down  at  my  capture  I  agree  with 
the  first  pirt  of  that  description.  The  back  is 
checkered  red,  steel-blue,  and  brown,  the  sides 
are  a  lovely  golden  spotted  with  azure  blue  and 
red,  and  the  belly  of  a  golden  hue.  The  fins  are 
brown  spotted  with  blue,  the  dorsal  fin  extending 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  back,  and  armed 
with  numerous  sharp  spines.  The  scales  are  un- 
usually large  and  thick,  forming  a  veritable  coat  of 
mail.  Another  hour's  fishing  added  three  more 
fish  to  our  bag,  two  of  about  two  pounds  each  and 
one  of  four  pounds,  when  a  still  small  voice  within 
told  us  it  was  now  our  feeding  time,  and  we  bore 
our  trophies  to  our  farmhouse,  where  they  created 
quite  a  sensation,  the  dear  old  housewife  of  the 
farm  giving  vent  to  her  favourite  ejaculation  of 
astonishment,  "Did  'ee  ever?"  at  the  unwonted 
sight  of  the  four  fish  lying  in  her  pump-trough. 

A  good  many  more  days'  sport  we  had  during 
our  stay,  on  most  of  which  our  luck  was  as  good  or 
better  than  on  the  day  I  have  described,  the  fish 
generally  ranging  between  three  and  five  pounds. 
The  most  interesting  part  of  these  fish,  however, 
remains  to  be  described,  forming  as  it  does  an 
illustration  of  the  marvellous  adaptation  of  living 
creatures  to  their  needs. 

The  wrasse  belongs  to  the  genus  of  fishes  scienti- 
fically known  as  the  Labridae,  a  term  derived  from 
the  Latin  for  lip.  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
making  post-mortems  on  several  of  my  fish,  and 
was  particularly  struck  by  the  structure  of  the 
mouth  and  throat.  The  lips  were  noticeably  large 
and  protruding,  and,  I  may  add,  highly  sensitive, 
which,  I  think,  is  shown  by  the  circumstance  that 
on  one  occasion  only  did  a  fish  fail  to  give  me  any 
sport,  and  on  landing  it  I  found  the  hook  had 
transfixed  the  upper  lip.  Moreover,  by  means  of 
a  telescopic  arrangement  of  the  jaws,  the  lips  can 
be  thrust  forward  well  in  front  of  the  teeth,  which 
latter  are  very  formidable  weapons — sharp,  conical, 
and  stout.  Far  back  in  the  throat,  however,  is  the 
most  peculiar  feature,  namely,  a  mill,  or  crusher, 
consisting  of  three  massive  bony  plates,  studded 
with  large  hemispherical  teeth.  The  large  plate 
is  situated  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  throat,  and 
two  smaller  ones  immediately  above  it,  the  whole 
forming,  by  the  aid  of  pivots  and  powerful  muscles, 
a  crushing  apparatus  capable  of  breaking  up  the 
stoutest  shells  of  those  shellfish  which  seem  to  be 
the  staple  food  of  the  wrasse. 

All  the  teeth,  both  in  jaws  and  throat,  were 
hard,  white-enamelled  structures ;   and   I  could 


never  discover  anything  in  the  stomach  or  gut 
except  crushed  mussels.  Obviously  the  fish  thrusts 
its  sensitive  lips  amongst  the  seaweed  on  the  rocks 
and  finds  its  mussel  by  sense  of  touch,  tears  it  from 
its  anchorage  with  the  strong-biting  jaw  teeth,  and 
passes  the  hapless  bivalve  on  to  the  crushing  mill, 
where  it  is  prepared  for  the  digestive  action  of  the 
stomach,  tlie  fragments  of  shell  being  finally 
extruded  from  the  vent. 

And  now  a  word  as  to  the  edibility  of  the  wrasse. 
I  certainly  think  this  fish  has  not  had  justice  done 
to  it  in  this  particular.  John  Bickerdyke  refers  to 
it  as  among  the  "  most  worthless  "  fish  in  the  sea, 
and  Mr.  Aflalo  has  an  equally  bad  opinion  of  it. 
My  experience  is  that  whilst  not  equal  to  the  best 
food  fishes  it  is  by  no  means  bad  eating  when 
properly  cooked,  more  especially  when  baked  or 
steamed.  The  flesh  is  white  and  of  fair  flavour, 
and  it  is  absolutely  free  from  offensive  odour  when 
opened  and  cleaned. 

In  conclusion  I  can  only  recommend  anyone 
visiting  the  Cornish  coast  in  the  coming  summer 
or  autumn  to  provide  themselves  with  the  simple 
tackle  required  and  try,  at  any  point  where  the 
rocks  shelve  away  into  deep  water,  for  these 
beautiful  and  game  fish.  If  in  June  I  met  with 
the  success  I  have  described,  much  better  sport 
would  be  met  with  later  in  the  year. 

J.  V.  Lush. 


"  SIX  HOUES— NO  FISH." 


A  VAIN  regret  of  mine  is  that  I  have  not  always 
kept  an  angling  record.  The  red-letter  days  from 
their  very  scarcity  are  well  remembered,  but  many 
other  times  full  of  charm  and  interest  are  allowed 
to  glide  into  the  limbo  of  the  past,  there  to  be 
lost  and  forgotten. 

]My  "Angler's  Log"  was  given  me  by  an  unusually 
wise  relative  several  years  ago — how  superior  a 
present  this  to  the  varnished  pipe,  the  impossible 
cigars,  the  flower-bedecked  cloth  pouch,  and  all  the 
other  kindly  meant  but  practically  useless  gifts 
that  Christmas  brings  in  its  train.  In  my  "  Log" 
is  a  plain  statement  of  things  as  they  are,  good  days 
and  bad  pleasantly  commingled,  and  being  for 
private  consumption  I  am  not  called  upon  to  launch 
into  glorified  details  as  to  the  sizes  and  numbers — 
a  simple  jog  to  memory  when  I  sit  at  home  o'nights. 
Casually  I  pick  it  up  ;  the  times  mayhap  are  out  of 
joint,  slie  has  shown  that  "  sweet  unreasonableness 
of  woman,"  something  is  worrying  me,  life  is  to  be 
seen  only  through  grey; glasses,  everything  is  wrong 
— then  it  is  I  open  the  "  Record  "  haphazard,  any- 
where, say  at  August  last  year,  the  19th,  and  there 
is  written  : 

"  Six  hours — no  fish,"  then  follow  the  place,  the 
weather,  and  the  companion.  I  lean  back  in  my 
chair,  relight  my  pipe — in  my  previous  mood  it 
had  fallen  unheeded  to  the  floor — all  the  troubles 
and  worries  fly  from  me,  and  I  am  happy  again  in 
the  memory  of  that  sunny  summer's  day.  Yes,  I 
remember  it  all — the  journey  down  with  Jim  for 
company,  the  pleasant  chatter  and  "  great  expecta- 
tions "  of  the  sport  to  come,  the  halt  at  the  old 
red-brick  inn,  with  its  oak  beams  and  low  ceilings, 
where  countless  travellers  have  found  their  warmest 
welcome ;  the  walk  to  the  river  along  the  bridle- 
path that  lead  us  now  over  the  uplands  parched 
and  sizzling  in  the  hot  sun,  now  down  into  the 
marsh  ground  green  with  the  long  lush  grass, 
spangled  with  meadow-sweet  and  forget-me-not, 
on  through  the  little  coppice  full  of  great  gnarled 
and  knotted  oaks — last  remnant  of  an  old-time  forest 
—past  a  quaint  cottage  fallen  to  decay  with  grass- 
grown  paths,  ferns  in  the  crumbling  brickwork  of 
its  walls,  and  nettles,  dock  plants,  thistles,  every 
kind  of  weed  spread  o'er  the  one  time  neat-kept 
garden.  Nature  coming  to  her  own  again  as  she 
has  done  in  all  this  Weald  of  Sussex,  a  hundred 
years  and  more  since  there  died  out  the  last  furnace 
fire,  fires  that  in  their  time  had  helped  to  forge  the 
guns  and  shot  that  Drake  and  Hawkins  used  against 
the  Armada.  On  then  we  went  until  a  field  or  two 
away  we  siw  the  stream,  slow  flowing  as  most 
Sussex  waters  are,  no  hurrying,  thoughtless  brook 
that  comes  jingling  merrily  over  the  shallows,  but  a 
quiet,  restful  river  that  one  feels  sure  nmst  have 
some  memory  of  olden  times,  a  memory  of  the 
busy  work-a-day  world  that  once  was  here,  of  the 
clanging  and  the  dinging  of  the  endless  hammers, 
and  the  dull  thudding  of  the  woodman's  axe  felling 
the  great  trees  for  those  ceaseless  fires,  aye,  and 
it  must  remember,  too,  the  wild  shouts  and  cheers 
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when  up  the  valley  from  the  coast  came  the  glad 
news  of  victory,  of  victory  for  English  ships  and 
Englishmen. 

All  is  changed  now,  and  a  great  quiet  reigns — 
indeed  the  distant  barking  of  a  shepherd's  dog  and 
the  soft  tinkle  of  a  sheep  bell  are  the  only  sounds 
that  come  to  us  in  this  vale  of  silence. 

"  Well,"  says  Jim,  "  I  think  we  may  confidently 
expect  good  sport." 

"  At  least  we  can  hope  for  it,"  I  answer,  "  though 
if  you  remember  last  year  we  had  more  likely 
weather,  it  was  dull  and  cloudy." 

"  Cheer  up,"  says  Jimmie,  and  with  that  we  are 
silent  for  a  time,  and  fall  to  getting  the  rods  ready, 
mixing  the  bait,  etc.  Presently,  "  What  have  we 
forgotten '?  "  I  call  to  him.  I  have  a  theory  that 
it  is  lucky  to  leave  something  behind. 

"Well,  I  can't  find  the  landing  net,"  he  says, 
"  it  must  be  in  your  creel." 

"  It  isn't,"  I  say,  smiling,  "  it's  at  home  on  my 
study  table." 

Jimmie  is  rather  ruffled  at  this,  and  says  so  in 
the  first  words  that  occur  to  him. 

"  Steady,  Jim,  steady,  it's  not  so  bad  as  all  that." 

"  Yes  it  is,"  he  answers,  "  I  tell  you." 

He  is  Scotch,  and  when  roused  falls  into  the 
vernacular,  and  as  that  defies  spelling  I  will  leave 
it  to  the  taste  and  fancy  of  the  reader,  at  the  same 
time  giving  for  the  better  guidance  of  those  really 
interested  the  information  that  Jim  is  Lowland — 
just  "  over  the  Border,"  that  is. 

"  Well,"  he  says  at  last,  "  I  suppose  we  must 
manage  without  it  somehow." 

"  Somehow,"  I  echo,  and  so  indeed  we  did,  seeing 
that  our  record  was  "  Six  hours — no  fish." 

Truly  that  day  we  were  "  contemplative  "  men, 
no  excitement  great  or  small  came  our  way.  Jim 
certainly  did  lay  claim  to  two  distinct  bites,  but 
then  he  is  ever  an  optimist,  and  as  such  is  given  to 
gross  exaggeration. 

I  had  chosen  my  swim  carefully,  a  deep  hole 
formed  by  a  sharp  bend  in  the  stream,  hollowed  by 
the  floods  of  winter  when  this  peaceful  river  gives 
place  to  a  rushing,  roaring  torrent  that  hurries  in 
ever-increasing  volume  till  it  enters  and  is  lost  in 
the  great  sea.  Jim  contented  himself  with  a  shallow 
and  less-likely  looking  spot  some  ten  yards  away, 
which,  however,  offered  the  advantage  of  a  shady 
tree  to  sit  beneath.  Most  wise  Jim,  at  the  day's 
end  he  had  caught  no  more  and  no  less  than  I  had, 
but  he  had  been  in  greater  comfort,  for  oh  !  it  was 
hot.  The  noonday  sun  now  high  in  the  heavens 
shone  down  with  all  the  power  of  midsummer, 
shone  alike  upon  the  stream,  the  fields,  Jim's  tree, 
my  float  and  me,  but  mostly  I  think  upon  my  float ; 
that  devoted  object  seemed  to  attract  to  itself  a 
riy  of  especial  brilliance,  a  glittering  thing  of  white 
and  red  it  stood  out  dazzling  to  the  eye,  and  acted, 
I  doubt  not,  as  a  warning  beacon  fire  to  such  fish 
as  might  wander  from  the  cool  shelter  of  the  broad 
lily  leaves  that  swayed  softly  to  and  fro  with  the 
gentle  stream.  Our  choicest  baits  were  unheeded 
that  day,  my  famous  paste  (it  is  famous,  even  Jim 
has  to  grudgingly  admit  that)  did  not  attract  so 
much  as  a  nibble.  Try  how  we  might  no  sport 
rewarded  us,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  hour  Jim 
stretched  himself  on  the  deep  moss  under  his  shady 
tree  and  fell  asleep,  first  remarking,  however,  that 
"  he  placed  implicit  confidence  in  me  to  deal  fairly 
and  to  wake  him  should  a  bite  come  his  way."  I 
promised  and  fished  quietly  on,  but  after  a  time 
Jim's  unsportsmanlike  behaviour  began  to  have  its 
effect  on  me,  and  remembering  the  cool  parlour  of 
the  old  inn  where  we  had  rested  earlier  in  the  day 
I  pinned  a  notice  on  his  rod,  "  Have  gone  to  the 
village,  am  interested  in  an  ancient  building  there," 
and  leaving  him  to  slumber  calmly  on  in  solitude 
stole  quietly  off  for  a  little  well-earned  refreshment. 

Half-an-hour  later,  while  seated  comfortably  in 
the  back  room  of  the  Hanging  Gate,  discussing 
rural  politics  and  "  ripe  October  "  with  Mine  Host, 
there  broke  in  upon  me  the  familiar  voice  of  Jim. 
He  was  in  the  quaint  old  bar,  with  its  whitewashed 
walls  and  flower-grown  doorway,  and  I  could  see 
and  hear  him  through  a  little  window  cut  in  the 
parlour  wall. 

"  Have  you  seen  my  friend  ?  "  he  was  saying  to 
the  pretty  daughter  of  the  house,  "  he's  wandering 
about  the  village  somewhere."  Then,  evidently  in 
answer  to  a  question  as  to  my  personal  appearance, 
he  gave  a  most  unflattering  description  of  me.  It 
made  her  laugh  he  explained  later  on  when  I 
taxed  him  with  it,  and  seemed  quite  satisfied  with 
his  excuse. 

"  I'll  wait  for  him  here ;  this  is  the  ancient 


building  he's  most  interested  in,"  he  continued, 
and  Amaryllis  laughed  again. 

Ah,  Jim,  you  rascal  I  I  wasn't  far  away.  Your 
little  flirtation  came  to  me  through  the  window — ■ 
fortunately  father  had  gone  out,  or  it  would  have 
come  to  him  too.  "  Sunny  eyes "  you  said  she 
had,  Jim,  and  "  cherry  lips  "  and  "a  bewitching 
dimple  when  she  smiled."  You  kissed  her,  too, 
you  rogue ;  I  heard  you,  but  you  didn't  hear  mo 
humming  the  old  song  Thady  O'Flynn — ■ 

Yere  arm  ye  placed  around  her  waist, 
I  saw  ye  thro'  the  winder. 

And  oh,  Jim  !  you  were  surprised  when  I  came  in 
at  the  door.  You  "  thought  I  was  looking  at  the 
old  building,"  didn't  you,  Jim  ?  At  least  you  said 
so,  though  the  merry  twinkle  in  your  [eye  belied 
the  words. 

Ah  me  1  what  memories  are  stored  up  in  that 
little  fishing  book,  life's  happiest  hours  I  think. 
Turning  its  pages  idly  as  I  sit  here  alone  in  my 
study,  there  float  back  to  me  the  winters  and  the 
summers  of  long  ago,  the  days  on  river,  sea, 
and  lake,  the  fun,  the  laughter,  the  delights  of 
those  earlier  years,  the  joy,  the  excitement  of 
capture,  the  great  day  on  the  "Old  River"  when 
we  lost  the  mighty  pike — every  page  has  some 
charm,  brings  back  some  recollection  of  happy 
moments  by  the  waterside ;  nor  are  they  all  of  empty 
baskets,  for  some  of  them  tell  a  very  different  tale  to 
the  record  "  Six  hours — no  fish  "  that  I  entered  for 
that  midsummer  day  when  you  and  I,  Jim,  went 
down  into  our  favourite  Sussex  and  fished,  as  I 
have  told,  in  that  most  peaceful,  quiet  river. 

Robert  Stanley. 


THE  SUMMER  PROSPECTS. 


The  spring  salmon  angling  season  passes  away 
with  the  coming  of  the  May  bloom,  and  the 
summer  season  begins  to  reign.  Sportsmen  then 
take  their  departure,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  lack  of  sport  as  from  the  fact  that  their  time 
has  expired,  and  a  new  race  of  summer  anglers 
takes  their  place.  The  fact  is  that  by  the  end  of 
April,  or  middle  of  May  at  least,  the  spring  rim  of 
fish  is  over  for  the  nonce,  and  the  chances  of  sport 
are  so  small  as  not  to  be  worth  the  further 
attention  of  the  enthusiast  who  has  been  at  it  in 
all  weathers  since  the  early  days  of  February  or 
such  other  date  on  which  the  river  or  stream 
opened  to  the  rod.  This  is  the  case  at  present. 
Spring  anglers  are  betaking  themselves  to  other 
fields  and  pastures  new,  where  later  migrations  are 
met  with,  and  their  places  are  being  as  eagerly 
occupied  by  a  fresh  set  of  rods,  bent  on  making  the 
best  of  what  comes  their  way,  be  it  belated  spring 
salmon,  summer  grilse,  sea-trout,  or  brown  trout, 
for  all  these  may  now  be  looked  for  at  most  of  the 
best  angling  centres  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 

The  spring  season,  as  a  rule,  can  easily  be 
divided  into  two  portions,  according  to  the  char- 
acter and  weight  of  the  fish.  The  firstlings  of  the 
year  are  usually  last  year's  grilse,  and  afford  the 
chief  sport  from  the  opening  of  the  season  till 
the  middle  of  March.  They  are  of  lighter  calibre, 
safe  where  winter  fish  are  met  with,  and  on  an 
average  do  not  exceed  71b.  or  81b.  The  late  spring 
fish  are  heavier,  and  usually  turn  the  beam  at  91b. 
and  101b.,  while  many  are  got  of  much  heavier 
proportions,  and  of  recent  years  the  mixture  of 
weights  has  been  most  confusing  even  from  the 
same  quarter.  Only  on  May  2  was  there  a 
unique  illustration  of  this  later-day  mixture,  when 
in  the  Aberdeen  Market  along  side  of  each  other 
were  two  salmon,  one  a  magnificent  beauty  of  521b. 
and  another  of  4jlb.,  both  of  which  were  caught, 
if  not  in  the  self-same  sweep  of  the  identical  net, 
at  least  by  the  same  net  and  on  the  same  spot 
either  later  or  earlier  making  up  the  river  Dee  with 
the  same  tide.  But  by  the  end  of  April  this 
second-run,  or  migration  of  spring  fish,  has  usually 
spent  itself,  and  the  early  smolts  begin  to  return 
from  the  sea  as  grilse  of  2^1b.,  31b.,  and  41b., 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  season.  This  at 
least  is  the  accepted  belief,  and  the  most  likely  one 
where  information  of  any  kind  is  as  yet  so  vague. 

It  would  be  highly  interesting  to  know  what 
makes  this  mixture  of  weights ;  but  in  this  respect 
there  are  as  many  theories  about  it  as  there  are 
days  in  the  year.  One  has  it  that  such  heavy 
leviathans  as  this  fine  cock  of  521b.,  ignominiously 
netted  on  the  Dee,  when  within  a  few  yards  of 
freedom  to  choose  a  "Jock  Scott,"  "Gordon," 


"  Ackroyd,"  "Lady  Cecil,"  gudgeon,  eel-tail,  or 
prawn,  is  an  early  autumn  fish ;  another  that  it 
is  a  belated  winter  fish  ;  and  a  third  that  it  does  not 
belong  to  the  Dee  at  all,  but  was  a  wanderer 
following  the  young  grilse,  and  that  he  would  have 
turned  with  the  tide  for  some  such  river  as  the  Tay 
or  Tweed.  It  was  sold  for  £G  lOs.,  probably  to  be 
eaten,  and  now  no  doubt  some  fishmonger  in  Bond- 
street  will  be  exhibiting  it  in  his  window  while  wo 
write,  for  it  wont  south  to  London  before  we  could  get 
even  a  snap  shot  as  a  memento  of  his  visit.  This 
is  a  small  sum  for  the  Fishery  Board  to  secure  such 
a  prize  for  preservation,  it  not  for  scientific  investi- 
gation. 

However,  whatever  be  the  cause  of  the  mixture 
they  are  there,  and  the  early  summer  angler  has  to 
be  on  his  mettle  in  consequence. 

Some  years  ago  all  salmon  angling  closed  in  May, 
and  the  salmon  rod  was  not  then  taken  down  till 
autumn  floods  came  round,  when  the  great  pole — 
21  feet  sometimes — was  again  rigged  up.  It  was 
the  belief  of  our  grandfathers  that  it  was  impossible 
to  hook  a  salmon,  for  grilse  they  seldom  could  have 
hooked  with  irons  less  than  three  inches,  nor  to  run 
and  land  it  with  anything  less  than  the  orthodox 
nineteen  or  larger  rod.  To  talk  of  angling  for 
salmon  in  May  or  June  would  in  their  eyes  have 
been  sheer  nonsense,  and  most  likely  they  would 
have  put  one  down  as  cranky  who  did  so.  Then 
there  was  no  summer  salmon  or  grilse  season 
because  they  had  not  the  tools  to  kill  them  with — • 
or  did  not  use  them  if  they  had. 

It  is  to  English  anglers  we  owe  the  change,  and 
the  conversion  from  the  belief  that  it  was  the  rod 
and  not  the  rodsman  in  which  the  secret  lay.  By 
adopting  a  lighter  flight  and  correspondingly  lighter 
tackle  and  smaller  flies,  by  casting  far  and  fine, 
sport  may  be  got  even  in  the  smallest  and  clearest 
of  waters  provided  there  is  a  head  of  fish  to  afford  it. 

The  transition  from  medium  and  fairly  large  flies 
to  small  ones  during  the  past  few  days  has  been 
done  with  rapidity.  The  fact  is  that  trout  anglers 
with  fairly  large  trout  flies  were  actually  hooking 
more  salmon  than  trout  where  the  two  were  in  the 
same  pool,  and  now  the  salmon  angler  is  doing  all 
his  execution  on  small  salmon  or,  which  is  all  the 
same,  large  trout  flies.  Sea  trout  flies  of  the  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  Green  Mantle,  Silver  Doctor 
(Priest),  Mallard  and  Teal,  and  such  like  are  the 
prevailing  lures  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  Tay,  Ythan, 
Deveron,  and  such  like  places,  where  good  sport  is 
being  got.  The  difficulty  is  to  get  anglers  to  take 
patience  in  the  running  of  the  fish  to  prevent  a 
break.  "  How  long  should  I  take  to  run  such  and 
such  a  fish"  is  a  universal  query  of  the  tyro. 
"  Rim  him  till  he  leans  up  against  the  bank  for  a 
rest,  and  then  put  the  gaff  in,"  is  our  best  advice 
to  all.  It  is  no  use  trying  to  pitch  a  salmon,  or  a 
lib.  trout  either,  over  one's  shoulder  with  a  twelve- 
foot  rod  and  a  gossamer  line,  and  few  fish  will  get 
clear  away  if  well  hooked  with  anythmg  like  fair 
angling. 

The  prospects  are  very  good  on  most  rivers  at 
present,  and  will  continue  so  until  May  is  out  at 
least.  The  rivers  are  fairly  big,  and  the  conditions 
otherwise  favourable.  This  is  extremely  gratifying 
in  view  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  when  so  many 
have  their  annual  fortnight  or  so  from  the  Civil 
Service  and  other  work  to  get  a  short  breathing 
space. 

There  are  few  free  salmon  fishings,  and  even 
those  attached  to  hotels  are  not  of  the  best,  and  at 
the  best  are  over-crowded.  But  brown  trout  and 
finnock  fishing  are  just  at  their  best,  and  all  over 
the  north  one  may  hap  on  any  spot  with  a 
certainty  of  finding  some  sort  of  water,  either  free 
or  nominally  so. 

The  Sutherlandshire  lochs  are  beginning  to  get 
into  form,  and  a  run  through  a  dozen  or  so  of  them 
is  neither  costly  nor  fatiguing  with  the  facilities  of 
trains,  motors,  etc.,  now  at  command.  The  Shet- 
lands  are  worth  a  visit,  and  while  finnock  may  be 
got  in  the  voes  and  ba.'ss,  brown  trout  will  soon 
take  the  fly  on  the  inland  lochs  and  burns.  The 
chances  of  salmon  fishing  on  the  Taj',  Dee,  some 
parts  of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Ness,  Shin,  and  kindred 
rivers  are  better  now  than  they  have  been  the 
whole  season  through,  and  in  fact  better  than  they 
have  been  at  this  season  for  years  back. 

One  word  about  the  kelt.  In  an  open  season 
they  disappear  early,  and  by  this  time  are  seldom 
seen.  This  year,  however,  they  have  been  ice-bound 
in  the  upper  parts  of  the  rivers,  and  are  inow  en 
evidence  as  the  "  silver  eel."  Last  week  an  un- 
fortunate gentleman  on  Deeside  fell  into  the  very 
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natural  mistake  of  thinking  them  clean  fish  though 
thin.  He  had  no  authority  to  guide  him,  and  one 
after  another  he  hooked,  ran,  and  landed,  no  less 
than  fourteen  all  laid  out  in  a  row  on  the  bank 
above.  He  thought  he  had  at  last  scored  his  record 
and  realised  the  dreams  of  the  close  time,  and  was 
elated  beyond  measure  with  his  success.  But 
"whom  the  gods  love,"  etc.,  his  fall  was  precipitate. 
The  bailiii appeared  on  the  bank  above,  and  now  he 
will  have  to  settle  quietly  with  a  heavy  fine  or  go 
into  court  for  killing  unseasonable  fish.      G.  M. 


FRESH-WATEK  AQUARIA.* 

By  the  Eev.  Gkegoey  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  283.) 

CHAPTER  Yl— continued. 

The  Lily-like  Villarsia  {Villarsia  nymjjficeoides) 
(Fig.  53)  named  in  honour  of  M.  de  Villars,  a 
French  botanist,  is  a  very  lovely  and  rare  water- 
plant.  It  is  found  in  still  waters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Thames,  and  in  some  slow  Yorkshire 
rivers.  Its  nearly  round,  though  almost  heart- 
shaped  leaves,  float  at  the  end  of  long  stalks  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  stem  is  long  and 
branched.  The  five-petalled  flowers  are  rather 
large,  yellow,  and  fringed.    It  is  very  hardy,  and 


Fig.  53.  LinY-i-iKE  Villabsia  (Villaesia 

NYMPH.BOIDES). 

is  easily  cultivated  in  the  aquarium,'  but  it  should 
be  planted  ,in  a  pot  containing  good  loam  mixed 
with  silver  sand.  The  Villarsia  can  be  propagated 
either  by  seed  or  by  division  of  the  root,  and  is  a 
rapid  grower.  Though  this  plant  is  so  rare  it  can 
generally  be  bought  from  some  London  florist  for 
quite  a  reasonable  sum,  and  I  think  the  aquarium- 
keeper  will  never  regret  the  purchase. 

The  Buck-bean  {Mcnyanthcs  trifoliata)  perhaps 
can  hardly  be  called  an  aquarium  weed,  because  it 
prefers  to  grow  in  very  damp,  boggy  soil  rather 
than  altogether  in  water  ;  still,  its  exceeding  beauty 
tempts  one  to  place  it  in  the  tank  if  possible,  and 
there  it  will  certainly  succeed  well  if  properly  situated. 
Few  British  flowers  are  so  beautiful  as  those  which 
this  plant  bears.  It  should  be  planted  in  as  large 
a  pot  as  convenient,  and  so  hidden  among  the  rock- 
work  that  the  lower  part  of  the  pot  is  in  the  water. 
A  small  plant  ought  to  be  chosen.  It  is  a  trefoil, 
that  is,  three  leaflets  grow  on  a  common  stalk,  and 
"  each  leaf-stalk  has  a  sheathing  base,  opposite  to 
one  of  which  rises  the  beautiful  cluster  of  blossoms." 
The  buds  are  a  bright  rose-colour,  and  the  open 
flowers  are  covered  with  a  white  silken  fringe,  well 
said  to  resemble  plush.  It  blossoms  during  ,Iune 
and  July.  The  Buck-bean  is  found  growing  on 
spongy  bogs,  and  sometimes  in  stagnant  water. 
Though  there  may  be  difficulty  occasionally  in 
finding  this  plant  growing  wild,  it  can  generally  be 
bought  cheaply  enough  from  .some  of  the  larger 
London  florists. 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gijl. 


The  Forget-me-not  {Myosotis  palustris)  (Fig.  54) 
is  placed  in  the  aquarium  chiefly  for  its  beauty. 
It  is  rather  common,  and  is  in  flower  from  June 
imtil  the  end  of  September.  This  plant  has  a 
creeping  stem,  and  bright  green  and  rather  rough 
leaves.  The  flowers,  which  grow  on  leafless  stalks, 
are  pale  blue,  with  yellow  centres.  The  buds 
before  they  expand  are  pink,  and  are  coiled  up  in 
such  a  way  at  the  top  of  the  flower-stalk  as  to  give 
to  this  plant  and  its  relations  the  name  of  Scorpion 
Grass.  The  Myosotis  should  be  set  in  a  pot,  and 
placed  among  the  rockwork  of  an  aquarium.  This 
weed  is  also  called  the  Creeping  "Water  Scorpion 
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Fig.  54.  Fokget-me-not  (Myosotis  palustris). 

Grass,  and  is  said  to  be  the  true  Forget-me-not, 
though  this  romantic  title  has  been  often  claimed 
for  other  plants. 

The  Brooklime  {Veronica  heccabunga)  (Fig.  55) 
is  very  hardy,  and  grows  rapidly  in  an  aquarium. 
Its  bright  green  leaves  are  oval  and  roundly  notched 
on  their  margins.  They  grow  opposite  one  another, 
in  twos,  on  a  creeping  stem,  which  sends  out  small 
roots.  The  flowers  blossom  from  May  to  Septem- 
ber, and  are  generally  of  a  deep  blue  colour ;  but 
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Fig.  55.  Beooklimb  (Veeonica  beccabunga). 

occasionally  they  are  flesh-coloured.  The  Brook- 
lime  is  a  great  favourite  with  keepers  of  aquaria, 
for  it  is  very  pretty,  common,  and  useful.  A  small 
portion  of  the  plant,  containing  a  short  piece  of  the 
stem,  will  begin  to  grow  almost  directly  it  is  planted 
in  the  sand  and  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank. 
This  weed  is  often  found  growing  in  the  company 
of  watercress,  with  which  it  is  sometimes  eaten, 
though  the  flavour  is  rather  pungent. 

The  Water-mint  {Mentha  sylvoitris)  is  one  of  the 


most  ornamental  of  water-plants.  It  is  fairly 
common,  and  is  found  growing  either  in  or  on  the 
edges  of  shallow  streams,  often  in  dense  masses. 
The  leaves  are  egg-shaped  and  serrated.  The 
flowers,  which  are  a  pale  lilac,  grow  on  the  upper 
part  of  a  stem  in  thick  whorls,  the  top  flower  of 
all  forming  a  kind  of  head.  The  Water-mint  will 
grow  well  in  an  aquarium,  and  may  be  planted  in 
a  pot,  or  in  rather  deep  sand  and  gravel  at  the 
bottom  of  the  tank.  It  flowers  from  July  to  Sept- 
ember, and  emits  rather  a  strong  scent,  which  is 
pleasing  or  unpleasing  according  to  individual 
tastes. 

The  Common  Hornwort  {Ccratopliyllum  demcr- 
s«m)  (Fig.  56)  grows  in  slow-running  streams  and 
ditches.  It  is  not  by  any  means  a  rare  plant ; 
indeed,  in  some  countries  it  is  very  common. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  recognising  this  weed,  its 
appearance  is  so  difl'erent  from  any  other.  It  has 
narrow  bristle -like  leaves  growing  round  a  stem  in 


Fig.  56.  Common  Hoenwoet  (Ceeatophylldm 
demeesum). 

whorls.  Each  leaf  is  divided  in  forks,  three  or  four 
times,  so  making  a  rather  dense  mass.  The  green 
flowers  are  also  whorled,  and  grow  in  the  axils  of 
the  leaves.  The  fruit  has  two  horns  near  the  base. 
The  Hornwort  is  useful  in  an  aquarium,  and  will 
do  well  if  a  small  ^portion  is  tied  to  a  stone  and 
sunk  to  the  bottom.  It  grows  entirely  under  water, 
and  flowers  in  July. 

{To  be  continued.) 


"FISHING"  PICTURES  AT  THE 
ROYAL  ACADEMY. 


Among  the  ruins  of  ancient  Pompeii  there  Avas 
discovered  a  beautiful  mosaic  panel  of  a  nymph 
angling  with  rod  and  line.  This  bit  of  ancient  art 
was  duly  reproduced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
it  would  be  quite  easy  to  find  enough  angling 
pictures  of  very  ancient  date  to  make  this  journal 
into  a  veritable  picture-book.  The  "  art "  of 
angling  is  a  most  fascinating  theme,  for  in  more 
modern  times  many  remarkable  painters  have 
found  in  angling  subjects  inspiration  for  the  loftiest 
eff'orts  of  their  genius.  Many  great  painters  have 
been,  and  are,  anglers.  Painting  by  sea,  river,  and 
lake  has  made  many  an  artist  turn  angler,  and 
angling  by  beautiful  winding  streams,  on  the  bosom 
of  a  placid  lake,  or  fisbiog  on  the  tossing  waves  of 
a  boisterous  sea  has  transformed  many  a  fisherman 
into  an  artist. 

Nasmyth,  Morland,  Pollard,  Cox,  and  scores  of 
other  artists  who  gave  us  beautiful  angling  pictures 
long  ago  have  illustrious  successors  among  our 
artists  of  to-day,  and  a  glance  at  this  year's  Boyal 
Academy  Exhibition  is  proof  that  the  "  art "  of 
angling  is  as  fascinating  and  as  popular  as  ever. 

'•Chadding  in  Mounts  Bay"  (136),  by  Stanhope 
A.  Forbes,  A.,  has  all  the  artist's  vivid  colouring 
—the  eager  youngsters  are  evidently  qualifying  for 
membership  of  the  B.S.A.S.  This  subject  is 
engraved  in  "  The  Art  Journal  Academy  Pictures." 
"Landing  Haddock"  (430),  by  Colin  Hunter, 
A.R.A.,  is  another  picture  to  delight  sea  fisher- 
men— the  broken  water,  the  whole  "  atmosphere  " 


May  10,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


317 


so  suggests  good  sport.  "  Lake  Fishing — Conne- 
mara,"  by  Douglas  Adams,  is  a  placid  scene,  with 
an  overcast  sky.  The  "  three  men  in  a  boat "  have 
content  and  satisfaction  in  every  pose  and  line  of 
their  figures. 

Members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  will  see  with  pleasure 
the  portrait  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 
(419),  by  Sholto  J.  Douglas.  Those  who  saw  the 
animated  countenance  of  this  versatile  gentleman 
at  the  recent  B.S.A.S.  dinner  will  compliment  the 
artist  on  having  caught  a  most  pleasing  expression. 
Sir  Herbert  wears  the  smile  of  quiet  humour  with 
which  he  told  the  story  of  "  The  Deacon  and  the 
Pike."  "  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Dee  "  (441),  by 
Joseph  Farquharson,  is  a  pictmre  which  tells  its 
own  story.  It  makes  the  salmon  fisher's  blood 
tingle  to  look  at  it.  In  "  A  Dorsetshire  Trout 
Stream"  (495),  Thomas  Ireland  has  given  us  a 
scene  of  quiet  beauty.  "  Fishing  the  Shallows  " 
(522)  is  a  characteristic  bit  of  Hal  Ludlow's  work. 
"  Holiday  Fishing  "  (659),  by  A.  Ackland  Hunt,  is 
a  clever  picture  which  will  win  the  sympathy  of 
every  brother  of  the  rod.  "  A  Welsh  Trout 
Stream"  (766),  by  Anderson  Hague,  is  a  beautiful 
bit  of  colouring;  it  will  make  every  trout  fisher 
long  to  be  there. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  many  pictures  in  this 
year's  academy  which  have  special  interest  for 
anglers  and  sea  fishermen.  They  show  that  there 
are  angler-painters  to-day  who  deftly  wield  the 
painter's  brush  as  well  as  the  rod,  and  that  as 
Millais  said,  "  Inspiration  can  always  be  found  by 
the  artist-angler,  for  he  is  constantly  in  touch  with 
nature."  B. 


LOUGH  DEEG.* 


{Continued  from  page  303.) 
"  No,"  said  the  Captain,  "  I  have  read  his  book, 
and  a  nice,  pleasant,  lively,  well-written  book  it  is, 
but  singularly  inaccurate  whenever  you  come  to 
detail." 

"  And  well  it  may  be,"  said  the  Parson,  "  and  I 
will  tell  you  how  it  happens  that  it  is  so.  In  the 
course  of  his  travels  Master  Inglis  comes  to  Bally- 
shannon,  and  asks  for  an  intelligent  guide  to  show 
him  the  country.  You  will  agree  with  me  that  he 
could  hardly  have  found  a  more  intelligent  fellow 
than  the  man  he  got — our  friend,  Pat  Gallagher, 
no  less.  I  was  talking  to  Pat  about  it  the  other 
day." 

"  '  He  got  out  a  big  pocket-book,'  said  Pat,  '  and 
he  cut  his  pencil,  and  he  sat  down  on  a  rock  stone, 
and  asked  me  about  the  priests,  and  the  rents,  and 
the  crops,  and  the  landlords,  and  what-and-all 
besides.    I  never  saw  such  a  divel  for  asking.' 

"  '  And  what  did  you  tell  him,  Pat  ?  '  said  I. 

"  '  0,  the  divel  a  word  of  truth  did  he  get  from  me, 
your  riverence.' 

"  '  Why,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  you  let  him 
put  down  a  parcel  of  stuff  that  was  not  true  ?  ' 

"  '  Troth,  an'  he  did  then,  your  riverence.' 

"  '  And  why  on  earth  could  you  not  tell  him  the 
truth  ?  '  said  I. 

"'Ah!  Who  would  be  the  fool,  then?— how 
would  I  know  what  he'd  be  after  ?  ' 

"  '  But  what  did  you  tell  him  ?  '  said  I,  laughing  ; 
for  I  was  mightily  tickled  at  the  idea  of  Inglis's 
describing  from  personal  observation,  as  he  calls  it, 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Irish. 

"  '  Why,  then,'  said  Pat,  '  I  disremember  me  just 
the  particular  lie  that  I  told — it  was  just  the  first 
that  came  into  my  head.'  " 

"  Well,"  said  the  Captain,  laughing,  "  at  all 
events  Paddy  ought  not  to  complain  of  being  mis- 
represented by  the  Sassenagh,  if  that  is  the  way 
he  misrepresents  himself.  Poor  Inglis  evidently 
did  his  very  best  to  get  genuine  information ;  it  is 
not  his  fault  that  he  did  not  get  it." 

"  Yes,  but  no  bookmaker  can  take  the  right  way 
to  get  it,"  said  the  Parson  ;  "  he  cannot  find  time. 
You  are  not  going  to  pick  up  accurate  information 
by  galloping  along  a  turnpike  road  and  asking 
questions  right  and  left  of  you.  With  respect  to 
Inglis  though,  I  am  afraid  a  graver  charge  lies 
against  him.  He  started  on  his  travels  with  a 
strong  Whig  bias,  and  put  leading  questions,  and 
you  know  that  you  may  get  any  Irishman  to  tell 
any  lie  you  please  out  o£  mere  civility.  He  is  just 
the  boy  for  a  leading  question.  The  Squire  once 
made  a  bet  with  me  that  he  would  within  ten 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.Q. 


minutes  make  the  same  man  say  that  the  same 
place  was  five  and  fifteen  miles  off,  when  wo  knew 
its  distance  to  be  ten  ;  and  he  won  it.  So  it  was 
with  Inglis.  You  know  that  wretched  estate  of 
Lord  Palmerston's  that  I  pointed  out  to  you  on  the 
road  from  Sligo  to  Ballyshannon.  Some  years  ago 
I  was  positively  taken  to  that  estate,  by  way  of 
showing  me  the  extreme  of  misery  which  the  curse 
of  absenteeism  inflicts  on  a  country.  Well,  you 
may  judge  of  my  surprise  when  some  time  after- 
wards I  took  up  Inglis's  book  and  found  this  very 
place  lauded  up  to  the  skies,  and  contrasted  with 
Haslewood — another  estate  near  Sligo,  the  property 
of  a  resident  landlord,  Mr.  Wynne — the  owner  of 
which  was  described  as  '  one  of  those  short-sighted 
landlords.'  Now,  I  do  not  know  much  about 
farming,  but  as  Mr.  Wynne's  coimtry  had  always 
seemed,  to  my  inexperienced  eyes,  to  be  more  like 
England  than  anything  I  had  seen  in  Ireland  I 
really  was  a  little  astonished.  Some  time  after, 
on  passing  through  Sligo  again,  I  discovered  the 
solution.  Inglis  had  begun  his  system  of  cross- 
examination  and  leading  questions — '  Was  not  Lord 
Palmerston  very  popular  here  ?  '  Was  not  his 
domain  in  fine  order  ?  '  '  Was  not  he  an  excellent 
landlord  ?  '  and  so  forth  ;  and  then  sallied  forth 
with  his  '  intelligent  guide  '  to  judge  with  his  own 
eyes  as  before.  His  intelligent  guide,  who  had  not 
exactly  expected  this,  was  a  little  taken  aback  ;  and 
being  pretty  well  aware  that  Lord  Palmerston's 
estate  would  not  pass  muster,  took  him  to  the  next 
estate,  and  showed  him  a  nice  little  village  which 
had  just  been  built  on  the  side  of  Benbulben  by 
my  old  friend  and  schoolfellow,  Sir  Robert  Gore 
Booth.  Inglis  might  have  said,  and  with  very  great 
justice  too,  that  the  landlord  of  that  village  was, 
if  not  the  best,  at  least  one  of  the  best  landlords  in 
the  land;  but  this,  as  Sir  Robert  was  a  wicked 
Tory,  would  have  suited  neither  Inglis's  purpose 
nor  that  of  his  intelligent  guide,  whose  object  was 
to  procure  him  the  peculiar  sort  of  information  he 
was  so  anxiously  seeking.  So  the  guide  suppressed 
names,  but  went  on  examining  the  people,  and 
helping  Inglis  to  elicit  all  sorts  of  praise  of  their 
landlord,  which  in  truth  their  landlord  fully  deserved 
— all  this  was  carefully  logged  down  in  Inglis's 
pocket-book  to  Lord  Palmerston's  account,  and 
afterwards  appeared  as  such  in  print." 

"  Well,  but  who  can  guard  against  a  man  who 
takes  you  out  and  tells  you  deliberate  and  very 
ingenious  lies  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 

"  VuU  decijn  et  deciintur"  said  the  Parson  ;  "  he 
looked  for  a  lie,  and  he  found  it.  You  will  always 
do  that  in  Ireland ;  the  people  are  but  too  happy 
to  have  the  chance." 

"It  is  a  pity  poor  Inglis  died,"  said  the  Captain. 
"  Lord  Palmerston  could  have  done  no  less  for  so 
thick-and-thin  a  supporter  than  give  him  a  jolly 
good  situation  in  the  Foreign  Affairs." 

"  He  would  have  made  a  first-rate  ambassador," 
said  the  Parson  ;  "  he  was  just  the  fellow  to  'lie 
abroad  for  the  good  of  his  country.'  " 

"  I  do  not  think  you  would  be  very  likely  to  fall 
into  such  a  scrape  yourself,"  said  the  Captain. 
"  Paddy's  false  stories  would  not  have  passed 
current  with  you.  But  how  did  you  get  at  the  true 
ones  ?  " 

"  I  got  my  legends  by  simply  pretending  to  believe 
them." 

"  The  Squire  says  you  do  believe  them." 

"  In  that  case  the  professing  to  do  so  is  all  the 
more  easy,"  said  the  Parson.  "  The  truth  is  I  am  a 
half-believer.  I  do  not  exactly  disbelieve  any  one 
of  them,  and  this  our  followers  soon  find  out.  My 
key  to  all  the  legendary  lore  of  this  coimtry  was  a 
legend  that  I  picked  up  in  my  own  ;  and  as  this 
bears  all  my  marks  of  a  true  legend,  being  strictly 
local  in  its  scenery,  and  accounting  for  a  natural 
phenomenon  by  a  supernatural  agency,  I  may  as 
well  give  it  you  as  an  example : — 

"  At  the  upper  end  of  a  winding,  shallow  tide- 
harbour,  on  the  coast  of  Sussex,  stands  the  ancient 
church  of  Bosham,  one  of  the  very  few  remains  of 
genuine  Saxon  architecture  still  extant.  Bosham 
is  now  little  better  than  a  fishing  village,  but  in  the 
days  of  Canute,  who  built  a  splendid  palace  there, 
it  had  a  flourishing  monastery,  in  the  vaults  of 
whose  church  that  king's  daughter  lies  buried.  At 
that  time,  and  under  the  eye  of  a  king  whom  history 
describes  as  not  to  be  humbugged,  the  monks,  no 
doubt,  were  models  of  propriety ;  but  a  hundred 
years  or  so  before  those  happy  days  [Jnimanum  est 
errare)  they  were,  like  true  Saxons,  a  little  too 
much  given  to  remember  the  feast-days  of  Mother 
Church,  but  not  quite  so  diligent  in  observing  the 


fasts  and  vigils ;  and  accordingly  St.  Nicholas, 
under  whose  patronage  they  had  hitherto  prospered 
— (you  need  not  laugh  :  there  is  a  St.  Nicholas, 
and  he  is  the  guardian  of  sailors,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  other  gentleman  below) — well,  this 
St.  Nicholas,  not  altogether  approving  of  their 
goings  on,  was  pleased  to  send  them  a  little  whole- 
some castigation  in  the  appropriate  shape  of  a 
shipful  of  piratical  Danes,  who,  being  worshippers 
of  Thor  and  Odin,  had,  as  may  be  supposed,  very 
little  reverence  for  the  sanctity  of  the  place,  and, 
in  fact,  made  a  pretty  general  clearance  of  the 
whole  monastery. 

"  Among  other  articles  of  plunder  they  carried 
with  them  the  pride  and  wonder  of  the  whole 
country — the  great  tenor  bell.  These  misfortunes 
seemed  to  have  brought  the  erring  fraternity  to 
their  senses,  for  they  betook  themselves  forthwith 
to  their  disused  breviaries,  praying  heartily  to  St. 
Nicholas,  while  the  seven  remaining  bells  rang  out 
the  very  best  backward  peal  they  could  get  up  in 
the  absence  of  their  lamented  tenor.  The  ship  had 
already  set  sail,  and  under  the  influence  of  a  favour- 
able breeze  had  already  proceeded  about  a  mile  down 
the  harbour  when  the  melancholy  peal  struck  up. 
Strange  to  relate  the  tenor  bell  began  to  sink  and 
sink  through  the  decks  ;  and  when  the  frightened 
heathens  ran  below  they  found  it  sinking  through 
the  very  flooring  itself,  though  the  floor-planks  and 
timbers  closed  in  of  themselves  as  it  passed  through 
them,  and  did  not  suffer  a  drop  of  water  to  enter. 
Down  sank  the  bell,  and  down  and  down  to  the 
bottom  of  the  great  bell-hole,  which  remains  to 
this  day  perfectly  round  and  distinct — a  constant 
memorial,  even  to  our  own  times,  that  St.  Nicholas, 
though  for  his  own  good  reasons  he  saw  fit  to 
punish  his  neglectful  servants,  yet  would  never 
suffer  a  baptised  bell  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
heathen." 

{To  be  continued.) 


CONSTKUCTION  OF  FISH  PONDS. 

From  Fred  Mather's  "  Modern  Fishculture 
in  Fresh  and  Salt  Water." 


Ponds. 


The  first  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  intention 
of  the  owner  and  what  he  wishes  to  do  with  his 
pond  or  ponds.  He  may  want  as  large  a  pond  as 
possible  in  which  trout  will  feed  themselves  and 
afford  him  fishing  for  himself  and  friends,  or  to 
market  some  trout  each  spring.  He  may  wish  to 
have  a  hatchery  and  rearing  ponds  to  stock  his 
main  pond  with,  or  to  have  a  series  of  ponds  in 
which  to  grow  trout  on  artificial  food. 

There  are  several  ways  in  which  trout  may  be 
cultivated,  dependent  upon  the  extent  and  char- 
acter of  the  water  and  the  inclination  of  the  owner 
as  to  the  amount  of  time  he  cares  to  devote  to  it, 
and  the  expense  which  he  is  willing  to  incur  in 
beginning,  which,  as  in  most  other  affairs,  bears 
so  i,e  relation  to  the  prospective  results.  With 
proper  facilities,  intelligent  fishculture  will  prove  as 
remunerative  as  any  of  the  minor  industries  of  the 
farm,  such  as  bee  and  poultry  keeping,  but  it  is 
only  very  rare  and  exceptional  places  where  it  can 
be  made  a  separate  and  distinct  business  which 
would  warrant  a  person  in  devoting  his  whole  time 
to  it. 

Where  the  spring  rises  upon  a  farm  and  flows 
some  distance  through  it,  with  some  fall  and  space 
to  make  ponds,  the  conditions  are  most  favourable. 
It  is  very  difiicult  to  give  directions  for  making 
trout  ponds  which  will  be  applicable  to  all  places^ 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  very  worst  location 
and  form  for  them  is  in  a  ravine  where  they 
are  made  by  a  series  of  dams  thrown  across.  Such 
an  arrangement  is  sure  to  come  to  grief  sooner  or 
later,  and  if  the  dams  are  so  strongly  made  as  to 
resist  an  unusual  flood  from  suddenly  melted  snow, 
or  heavy  rains,  then  the  leaves  and  other  riffraff 
will  clog  the  screens  until  the  increased  pressure 
carries  them  away  and  the  fish  have  a  chance  to 
escape.  The  smaller  the  trout  the  more  difficult 
it  is  to  confine  them,  not  only  on  account  of  their 
ability  to  escape  through  a  small  opening,  but  in 
consequence  of  their  desire  to  continually  seek  that 
opening— a  desire  which  is  intense  during  their 
first  year  of  life,  but  which  decreases  until  it  is  so 
much  diminished  that  large  fish  of,  say,  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  can  hardly  be  driven  from 

deep  water.  ,  .  i    . , 

If  only  one  pond  is  contemplated  m  which  the 
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fish  are  to  be  placed  to  seek  their  own  food  and 
care  for  themselves,  then  it  may  be  made  as  large 
as  the  stream  which  supplies  it  will  admit  of — 
that  is,  it  must  not  be  so  large  that  the  water  will 
get  above  seventy  degrees  Fahrenheit  in  the  bottom 
of  the  pond.  Depth  will  give  coolness,  or  if  there 
are  springs  in  the  bottom  the  fish  will  congregate 
there  at  the  hottest  times,  while  the  warmer 
water  at  the  surface  and  shallow  edge  is  favourable 
for  the  production  of  insect  life  for  their  food. 
The  stream  above  can  be  covered  with  gravel  as  a 
spawning  ground,  and  the  young  will  have  a  chance 
to  escape  being  devoured  by  the  larger  fish  by 
keeping  in  the  shallows. 

A  pond  of  this  kind  was  made  at  West  Bloom- 
field,  New  York,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Stephen  H. 
Ainsworth,  a  gentleman  who  was  among  the  first 
to  engage  in  trout  culture  in  New  York,  beginning 
about  the  year  1858.  He  had  a  marshy  spot  of 
ground,  formed  by  many  small  springs,  whose 
united  currents  in  the  driest  times  made  a 
stream  scarcely  larger  than  a  lead  pencil ;  and 
digging  this  out  he  made  a  pond  50  by  100  feet, 
which  was  16  feet  deep,  and  covered  over,  where 
he  raised  many  fish  under  great  difficulties.  In  a 
dry  season  the  supply  barely  equalled  the  evapora- 
tion, and  no  water  passed  from  the  pond  ;  and  on 
several  occasions  he  lost  his  largest  fish  from  the 
heat,  until,  in  the  year  1871,  he  removed  the  trout 
and  substituted  black  bass.  Yet  he  had  accom- 
plished enough  to  be  an  authority  upon  trout  cul- 
ture in  that  day,  and  is  now  quoted  to  show  what 
can  be  done  with  little  means,  although  I  should 
never  advise  anyone  with  only  his  facilities  to 


The  cost  of  stone  was  not  added,  as  there  was  a 
quarry  on  the  farm. 

Naturally  sloped  banks  of  soil,  sodded  to  below 
the  water's  edge,  are  best  for  all  ponds  over  100  by 
200  feet,  but  surface  water  must  be  kept  out.  Ail 
ponds  of  the  size  named  I  call  "  large,"  because 
when  we  come  to  consider  the  "  small  ponds  "  of 
the  professional  fishculturist  it  will  be  found  that 
they  are  so  narrow  that  every  fish  in  them  may  be 
seen  at  all  times. 

The  single  large  pond  can  only  be  worked  to  its 
greatest  capacity  by  having  a  hatchery,  taking  and 
hatching  the  eggs,  rearing  yearlings,  and  turning 
them  out  in  the  following  spring  after  the  water 
has  been  drained  off  and  all  trout  of  the  previous 
year  taken  out,  thus  raising  and  marketing  two- 
year-old  trout  each  year,  and  a  trout  above  that 
age  is  worth  no  more  than  any  other  fish  in  market. 
All  trout  ponds  should  be  drawn  down  once  a  year, 
or  the  trout  will  have  a  muddy  flavour  from  decay- 
ing vegetation. 

The  bottom  of  the  pond  should  be  flat,  if  not 
level,  and  the  fish  should  be  removed  with  a  net 
instead  of  draining  off  the  water  to  take  them  out. 
One  of  my  mistakes  will  illustrate  this  :  An  original 
idea,  one  of  those  which  so  often  come  out  of  the 
little  end  of  the  horn,  was  to  have  a  drain-pipe  at 
the  bottom  of  the  pond  stopped  with  a  plug,  and 
then  make  a  deeper  place  in  the  centre,  so  that 
when  the  water  was  drawn  off  the  fish  would  be  all 
there  ready  to  be  dipped  out  with  a  hand  or  scoop 
net.  What  could  be  more  handy  ?  An  improve- 
ment !  After  being  in  use  three  years  it  became 
necessary  to  take  out  the  large  trout  and  transfer 
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make  an  attempt  at  trout  raising.  And  the 
point  to  which  attention  should  be  directed  is  the 
ratio  of  depth  to  surface  in  his  pond;  if  he  had 
exposed  more  surface  to  the  weather,  or  made  his 
pond  less  deep,  he  probably  would  never  have  kept 
a  trout  through  the  first  summer.  In  cases  of  a 
rise  ia  temperature  the  large  fish  are  the  first  to 
suffer. 

Laege  Single  Ponds. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  directions  which  will  be 
suitable  for  all  places,  but  I  will  repeat  that  a  dam 
in  a  ravine  is  the  worst  form.  In  such  a  place  it 
seems  better  to  make  a  small  dam  and  lead  the 
water  from  it  into  ponds  at  the  side  of  the 
ravine,  and  let  the  floods  go  down  the  old  channel. 
My  own  ponds  at  Honeove  Falls,  Monroe  county, 
N.Y.,  were  made  ia  a  piece  of  low,  flat  land,  with 
a  plough  and  road  scraper,  using  the  earth,  gravel, 
etc.,  taken  out  to  fill  up  around  the  ponds.  After- 
wards they  were  finished  with  pick  and  shovel,  and 
a  dry  stone  wall  laid  around  them  merely  to  hold 
the  banks,  but  they  were  small,  only  60  by  15  feet  and 
5  feet  deep.  The  first  one  built  was  laid  ia  cement, 
but  was  no  better  than  the  others.  In  some  places 
there  is  muck  enough  to  pay  for  the  digging  ia 
manure;  but  if  the  water  can  be  kept  off  such 
ponds  are  not  expensive.  Here  is  the  cost  of  one 
of  mine  of  the  dimensions  above  given  : — 

Two  men  and  team  two  days   |10  00 

One  man  with  shovel  two  days   3  00 

Team  and  man  hauling  stone  three  days  .  .  10  50 

Man  layiag  wall  three  days   4  50 

Screen  boxes    3  GO 

Man  one  day  ditchiag   1  50 

Total   $32  50 


them  to  another  pond,  and  the  water  was  drawn 
off.  When  about  a  foot  was  left  the  fish  began  to 
get  alarmed  and  rush  around,  stirring  up  the  water, 
which  had  appeared  like  crystal,  until  the  motion 
of  the  fish  could  be  seen,  and  when  drawn  down  as 
low  as  possible  they  naturally  gathered  in  the  pit, 
where  they  were  dipped  into  tubs  of  clean  water  by 
a  man  in  rubber  boots.  While  in  the  pit  they  began 
to  show  sigas  of  distress  by  keeping  their  noses  out 
of  the  water,  and  the  man  who  was  dipping  them 
said,  "  It  smells  like  gunpowder."  Then  another 
idea,  not  original,  dawned — the  fish  were  being 
asphyxiated  by  the  foul  gas  or  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  I 

The  sluice  at  the  inlet  was  opened,  but  too  late. 
Out  of  the  2500  fine  breeding  fish  only  39  were 
saved ;  they  died  even  after  being  placed  in  fresh 
water  while  still  breathing,  and  an  expensive  lesson 
in  the  dear  school  of  experience  was  learned.  I 
had  seen  the  Southern  darkies  muddy  ponds  when 
collecting  specimens  for  me,  and  knew  that  this 
gas,  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  waters  in  which 
there  is  anything  to  decay,  was  a  deadly  poison  if 
stirred,  but  the  thought  never  occurred  that  the 
fish  would  do  their  own  "  muddying,"  as  the  darkies 
call  it. 

This  experiment  shows  another  fact :  fish  which 
feel  secure  in  from  three  to  four  feet  of  water,  and 
show  no  alarm  at  persons  walking  at  the  edge  of 
the  pond,  and  which  will  come  readily  to  the  surface 
to  feed  in  your  presence,  or  even  take  it  from  your 
hand,  will  ia  water  of  not  over  a  foot  in  depth  be  as 
timid  as  wild  fish  just  taken  from  the  brook.  Their 
sense  of  security  is  gone  ;  hence  it  is  better  to  take 
them  with  a  net  large  enough  to  sweep  the  pond. 
It  also  shows  what  a  little  oversight  or  false 
reckoning  may   do   toward   sweeping   away  the 


results  of  expenditure  and  labour.  In  fact,  there 
is  none  among  our  domestic  animals  more  difficult 
to  manage,  for  the  beginner,  than  trout,'if  they  may 
be  allowed  to  be  domesticated ;  and  their  tendency 
to  go  astray  is  excelled  by  the  element  in  which  they 
live,  which  is  notorious  for  having  a  way  of  its 
own,  which  is  never  our  way,  and  for  seeking  it  at  all 
times ;  hence  in  trout  culture  the  great  difficulties 
to  be  overcome  are  to  confine  the  water  so  that  it 
is  secure  under  extraordinary  strains  of  flood  and 
accident  and  to  confine  the  fish — the  latter  being 
hardly  as  difficult  as  the  former. 

If  the  owner  does  not  care  to  go  into  the  business 
of  hatching  trout  for  a  succession,  as  described,  he 
should  provide  good  spawning  places,  such  as  are 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  and  see  that 
nothing  molests  the  spawning  beds  in  winter.  In 
this  way  he  may  get  a  few  trout  which  escape  the 
old  ones,  which  will  prevent  them  from  becoming 
too  plentiful. 

Ponds  in  a  Seeies. 

In  making  a  series  of  ponds  in  which  fish  of 
different  sizes  are  to  be  kept  and  fed  a  different 
system  is  pursued,  the  ponds  being  made  small  in 
order  that  the  water  may  be  changed  quickly,  and 
so  sustain  more  fish,  and  the  stock  can  be  seen 
and  its  condition  known  at  all  times.  Such  ponds 
may  be  50  to  60  feet  long  by  10  to  12  feet  wide  and 
4  to  6  feet  deep,  with  sides  of  clay,  if  that  is  the 
material  dug  through,  stone,  or  wood.  A  spawning 
race  should  be  made  at  the  upper  end,  20  to  30  feet 
long  by  4  feet  wide,  the  bottom  sloping  from  1  to 
2  feet  where  it  enters  the  pond  ;  this  will  give  the 
pond  a  shape  like  a  long  necked  bottle. 

There  should  be  a  fall  of  at  least  six  inches  from 
the  pond  above  into  the  spawning  race,  more  if  the 
lay  of  the  land  will  permit,  in  order  to  aerate  the 
water. 

The  raceway  should  be  covered  with  gravel  at  all 
times,  for  if  the  fish  are  not  well,  or  are  troubled 
with  parasites,  they  resort  to  swift  water  and  gravel 
bottoms  to  rub  their  sides  and  clean  themselves. 
This  gravel  should  be  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch 
or  more  in  diameter. 

In  facing  the  ponds  with  boards  the  pressure  of 
the  earth  must  be  provided  for,  or  the  sides  will 
soon  fall  in,  or  at  least  become  badly  bulged.  To 
prevent  this  lay  timbers  on  the  bottom  and  frame 
the  uprights  into  them ;  nail  the  boards  on 
the  outside  of  the  uprights,  which  should  extend 
above  the  ground  and  be  braced  apart  by  joists 
running  across  the  pond  a  foot  or  more  above 
water.  Even  these  will  spring  in  time  if  not  quite 
stiff.  Ponds  well  built  require  but  little  work  to  keep 
them  in  order — an  occasional  stopping  of  muskrat 
or  of  crawfish  holes,  and  in  the  spring  to  repair 
damage  from  frost,  if  any,  or  to  patch  up  a  bank  or 
wall.  There  are  hard  soils  where  neither  wood  nor 
stone  are  needed  (except  on  the  spawning  races, 
whose  sides  should  be  vertical),  but  may  be  made 
at  a  slope  more  or  less  inclined.  Willows  planted 
near  the  pond  are  valuable  as  shade  trees,  or  floats 
of  boards  may  be  of  use  in  keeping  the  water  cool, 
besides  being  a  sort  of  protection  from  the  little 
kingfisher. 

Perhaps  an  account  of  the  way  I  made  the  ponds 
for  the  New  York  State  hatchery  at  Cold  Spring 
Harbour,  Long  Island,  will  be  of  interest,  for  they 
involved  great  labour.  I  took  charge  on  Jan.  1, 
1883,  and  started  work.  An  old  building  was  used 
to  hatch  eggs  obtained  elsewhere,  and  there  was  a 
spring  reservoir  some  300  feet  long  by  20  wide, 
which  bad  been  made  to  turn  a  turbine  wheel  in 
the  old  building.  This  reservoir  was  high  enough 
to  bring  water  into  troughs  on  the  floor  of  the 
second  storey,  from  where  it  went  to  the  floor  below 
and  was  again  used.  Some  holes  in  swampy  land 
below  had  been  intended  for  trout  ponds,  but  they 
were  covered  with  water  from  the  harbour  at  high 
tide  and  geese  swam  up  to  the  hatchery. 

The  north  side  of  the  island  is  hilly,  some  hills 
being  200  feet  above  tide,  and  they  are  glacial  drifts, 
sand,  clay,  gravel,  etc.,  ploughed  out  from  the 
mainland  by  the  ice.  Such  a  hill  was  within  500 
feet,  and  I  filled  the  old  boles  with  sand,  levelling 
the  swamp.  Then  "ponds  "  were  staked  out  and 
left  as  the  sand  was  dumped  around  them,  on  the 
principle  that  the  Irishman  said  cannon  were 
made ;  said  he  :  "  They  take  a  long  hole  and  pom- 
brass  around  it."  So  we  made  ponds.  These  were 
temporary  ponds,  merely  for  use  until  the  State 
could  afford  better,  and  the  raceways  were  made  of 
the  cheapest  hemlock  boards. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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BURBERRYS'  SLIP-ON 


Win  Keep  the  Wearer  Dry  throughout  the 
Heaviest  Downpours,  Maintains  an  Even 
Temperature,    Light  and  Pervious. 
Can  be  Worn  in  Rain  or  Shine, 


"  It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON  ; 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable  ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rains  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat.  Protects  the 
sportsman  from  neck  to  knees,  and  is  a  healthful  and  satisfactory  form 
of  waterproof." 


FISHING  HAT. 


day. 


"I  have  been  here  a  month,  and  had  only  one  fine 
Throughout  the  whole  time  I  have  never  had  a  wet  spot. 

**  T7ie  Oabardine  wants  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  used." 
GEO.  M.  KELSON  (Author    of  *'The  Salmon 
on-Tyne. 


Showing  Double  Brim  for 
carrying  Flies  and  Casts. 


I  see  m  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  you  publish  a  testimonial  from  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson.  As  1 
was  with  Mr.  Kelson  during  the  month  he  speaks  of,  I  can  corroborate  his  statement.  I  should  like 
to  add  that  during  the  time  I  wore  a  Burberry  Suit  made  of  Urber  Combination  which  kept  me 
absolutely  dry.  In  fact,  one  day  when  Mr.  Ke'son  unfortunately  left  his  Gabardine  at  home, 
taking  with  him  a  mackintosh,  and  the  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  out  on,  J 
remained  quite  dry,  while  by  the  time  tve  got  home  the  rain  had  got  through  the  mackintosh  and  also 
the  coat  underneath.  Jfthisletter  is  of  any  service  to  you,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it." 

B.  n.  BENSON,  Walton,  near  Wakefield.    Wed.,  March  27,  '1901. 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION,  63/- 

NOTICE.—Every  genuine  "Burberry''  Weatherproof  bears  a  ''Burberry''  Label. 

HAYMARKET,  LONDON;  and  Basingstoke. 


P.D.MALLOCH,rERTH. 


Manufaeturer  of 
every  deseription  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World  . 


Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Green  heart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  Workraanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


MALLOCH'S 


The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse^ 
Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


Patent     FLY    CASE  for 
Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout, 
:and  Eyed  Flies  of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact. 
JSach  Hy  secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangenjent. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


MALLOCH'S 


MALLOCH'S 
MALLOCH'S 


Gold  Medal  S.ALMON  and 
TKOUT  REELS,  unsurpassed 
fordiu-ability  and  finish,  easy 
and  comfortable  to  work. 

Gol.l  Medal  S.\LMOX, 
GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROI  T 
FLIES. 

Gold  Medal  RI^'ER  and 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 


MATTnPtl'C   f''^''!     ^fedal  FLOATING 
aiALiljyjSjn  O   trout  flies  with  upright 
Wings. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


IlL-I^XJSTFt  ATED    LISTS  r-IOBE. 


Telegrams:  "  MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


AWARDED   TEN   GOLD   AND    OTHER    MEDALS    FOR    EXCELLENCE    IN    FISHING  TACKLE. 
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THE  SPOET  OF  THE  DEMOCEACY. 


The  roach  is  essentially  the  poor  man's  fish.  It 
is  to  him  what  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling  are  to 
the  well-to-do  and  opulent  members  of  the  com- 
mimity.  By  dint  of  long  practice,  patient  observa- 
vation,  and  painstaking  study  of  the  fish  and  its 
habits,  many  of  London's  toilers  have  become 
masters  of  this  branch  of  the  piscatorial  craft. 
Eoach  of  the  present  century  cannot  be  placed  in 
the  same  category  as  those  of  the  good  times  of 
Dame  Berners  or  the  dear  old  father  of  angling. 
They  are  neither  "  easy  fysshe  to  take,"  nor  can 
they  be  accounted  "water  sheep"  by  reason  of 
their  simplicity  and  foolishness.  On  the  contrary, 
so  shy  and  wary  have  they  become  in  rivers  where 
the  attentions  paid  to  them  by  fishermen  are 
strongly  marked,  that  unless  the  finest  and  neatest 
of  tackle,  manipulated  with  consummate  skill,  is 
employed,  the  reward  met  with  will  hardly  be 
coinmensnrate  with  the  labour  involved. 

The  CoLne,  amongst  southern  streams,  has  long 
had  an  enviable  reputation  for  its  splendid  roach. 
The  dace  which  its  waters  held  (I  use  the  past 
tense  advisedly)  were  also  of  grand  proportions,  but 
the  large  specimens  must  be  assumed  to  have 
mysteriously  disappeared,  as  neither  at  Wraysbury, 
West  Drayton,  nor  Uxbridge  has  it  been  possible 
of  late  to  get  these  sportive  fish  of  such  size  as 
could  be  creeled  some  five  or  six  years  ago.  The 
roach  have,  however,  not  deteriorated.  I'ounders 
are  common,  and  fish  from  this  weight  up  to 
nearly  two  pounds  are  frequently  captured.  One 
of  the  prettiest  half-dozen  I  have  seen  came  from 
the  Uxbridge  portion  of  the  river  and  scaled  8Ib. 
14oz.  For  some  reason,  however  (probably  on 
account  of  the  shallow  water  which  for  the  most 
part  obtains  in  this  particular  section) ,  sport  in  the 
winter  months  is  exceedingly  dull,  the  roach  feed- 
ing very  indifferently.  In  the  autunm  and  again 
in  March — for  Colne  roach  are  comparative!  \-  late 
in  thinking  about  their  little  domestic  arrange- 
ments— heavy  bags  are  by  no  means  the  exception. 

Eoach  fishing  I  have  always  regarded  as  a  pleasant 
change  from  endeavouring  to  entice  trout  and 
grayling  to  their  doom  with  the  aid  of  the  dry  fly, 
and  so  it  came  about  that  upon  a  day  in  the  month 
last  mentioned  I  found  myself  on  the  banks  of  the 
Colne  at  Uxbridge  intent  upon  a  quiet  day  with 
Eutilus.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  the 
river  of  a  good  height  with  just  the  tinge  of  colour 
in  it  to  gladden  the  eyes  of  the  enthusiast  and 
make  his  pulses  beat  the  faster  through  anxiety 
to  commence  operations.  The  tackle  I  proposed 
to  rely  upon  was  of  the  slightest  character.  For 
rod  I  had  a  fifteen-foot  weapon  of  Spanish  cane ; 
the  "  bottom  "  was  composed  of  a  cou  le  of  links  of 
fine  brown  horsehair  (some  of  Pickersgill's  best, 
and  of  a  quality  not  often  met  with) ,  and  the  hook 
was  one  of  the  new  ' '  Model  Perfect ' '  patterns — 
not  a  pretty  thing  to  look  at,  but  exceedingly  sharp 
and  wonderfully  penetrating ;  its  number  was  12. 
The  float  was  slender,  being  made  out  of  a  peacock 
quill,  extremely  sensitive  and  requiring  but  half-a- 
dozen  of  the  smallest  shot  to  immerse  it  so  as  to 
leave  the  red  tip  just  peeping  out  abo^-e  the  surface. 
The  bait  was  a  fashionable  one — crust,  to  wit — far 
and  away  the  most  deadly  lure,  and  the  cleanest  into 
the  bargain,  which  can  be  selected  for  use  in  certain 
rivers  where  it  is  taken.  The  crust,  I  may  explain, 
is  simply  a  portion  of  the  bottom  of  a  stale  loaf 
sliced  off,  and  cut,  when  in  a  dry  state,  into  cubes 
of  barely  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  size.  These 
cubes  are  placed  in  a  shallow  tin  box,  which  is 
filled  with  water  from  the  tap  and  immediately 
emptied.  The  box  can  then  be  closed,  and  the 
bait  stowed  away  in  the  creel.  "When  examined 
at  the  waterside  the  cubes  will  be  found  to  have 
swollen  to  twice  their  original  dimensions,  and 
will  be  of  two  distinct  colours — brown  and  white. 
Half  only  of  one  of  the  cubes  I  have  found  ample, 
sometimes  the  darker  and  at  others  the  lighter 
moiety  being  fancied  by  the  fish.  The  bait  is 
small,  but  is  in  harmony  with  the  whole  of  the 
outfit,  which  is,  as  will  have  been  seen,  of  a  deli- 
cate nature.  The  ground-bait  consisted  of  bran 
and  bread,  and  this  was  cast  in  at  short  intervals  in 
homoiopathic  doses.  In  crust  fishing,  success  may 
be  said  to  hang  a  great  deal  upon  the  proper 
employment  of  ground-bait.  To  use  huge  hard 
balls  in  a  slow  running  stream,  where  more  often 
than  not  one  has  to  go  to  the  fish  instead  of  wait- 
ing for  them  to  come  to  the  crust,  is  not  conducive 
to  the  best  of  sport.  The  swim  I  chose  was  one 
in  which  I  knew  the  roach  were.    A  slight  eddy 


extended  from  the  bank  some  twelve  feet  towards 
the  centre  of  the  stream,  and  on  the  edge  of  this 
eddy,  and  perhaps  a  trifle  beyond,  where  the 
current  was  perceptible,  I  estimated  I  should 
obtain  bites.  Two  or  three  knobs  of  ground-bait, 
not  larger  than  a  walnut,  thrown  in  before  com- 
mencing a  yard  above  the  beginning  of  the  swim, 
sufliced  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  occupants  of 
the  pitch,  and  the  crust  was  despatched  to 
keep  company  with  the  particles  of  bran 
and  bread  floating  down  stream.  It  was  not 
long  ere  the  red-tipped  tell-tale  gave  such  a  dip  as 
one  would  almost  expect  from  a  chub,  and  a  12oz. 
roach  fought  hard  before  I  was  able  to  consign  it 
to  the  keep  net.  Again  and  again  did  the  float 
disappear,  sometimes  with  a  suddenness  one  could 
hardly  imagine  denoted  a  roach  bite,  but  which 
resulted  in  the  landing  of  i-poiinders  as  a  rule,  and 
at  others  in  a  sober,  businesslike  manner,  which 
told  of  bigger  fish.  The  captives  battled  for  liberty 
with  a  vigour  which  the  iminitiated  could  hardly 
imagine  roach  to  be  capable  of  exhibiting,  and  with 
the  fragile  tackle  and  tiny  hook  I  had  affected 
sport  was  keen  and  exciting.  Some  of  the  roach 
were  of  the  Thames  shape,  of  finer  lines  than  the 
thick  broad-backed  Colne  variety.  Many  of  the 
latter  had  orange  fins,  the  dorsal  fin  of  one  fish 
being  beautifully  striped  with  crimson,  reminding 
one  of  the  tortoise-shell-like  pencilling  of  the  back 
fin  of  the  grayling.  From  two  until  five  o'clock, 
when  the  wind  suddenly  got  up,  the  fish  fed 
splendidly,  but  the  half  gale  which  arose  spoiled 
the  evening  sport.  Selecting  a  dozen  of  the 
prettiest  fish,  which  easily  scaled  101b.,  the  remain- 
ing dozen  and  a  half,  which  had  been  deemed  worthy 
a  temporary  resting  place  in  the  net,  were  set  free, 
and  as  I  trudged  contentedly  to  the  railway  station 
I  could  not  but  feel  that  there  was  a  great  and 
lasting  charm  in  angling  for  the  humble  roach, 
which  even  the  brightest  and  happiest  times 
amongst  game  fish  could  neither  deaden  nor  efface. 

H.  A.  liOLT. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. —  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing to  hear  of  practically  a  blank  week  for  Thames 
trouting,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  changeable,  and 
the  temperature  has  at  times  been  almost  at  freezing 
point.  All  the  week  the  wind  has  principally  been 
from  the  north,  and  there  has  been  a  slight  fall  of  snow 
at  Richmond,  and  hailstorms  at  many  other  places. 
The  water  in  the  open  reaches  has  been  too  rough  to 
see  a  trout  even  if  it  came  to  the  surface.  Since  my 
last  report,  however,  I  hear  that  Mr.  A.  C.  Oardner, 
of  Fortune  Green-road,  West  Hampstead,  has  caught 
a  trout  of  3Jlb.  at  Chertsey  Weir.  The  fish,  which 
was  in  excellent  condition  and  gave  good  sport,  was 
weighed  at  the  Cricketers  by  Mr.  Lovett,  and  turned 
the  scale   at  the   above-mentioned  weight.— P.  H. 

All  I 'H LETT.  I 

  (Teddington). — Now  the  wind  has  dropped 

the  water  is  all  right  for  trouting.  There  are  two 
or  three  good  fish  at  the  Weir  I  have  seen  feeding. 
Also  at  the  same  spot  Mr.  Sinabaldi  caught  his  71b. 
fish.  There  is  another  about  the  same  size,  but  the 
place  wants  fishing  early  morning  as  the  barge  traffic 
spoil  it  for  the  day  time. — W.  McBbide. 

Ancholme  District. — We  are  having  rough  win- 
terly weather  with  occasional  showers  of  hail,  end  a 
few  snowflakes,  consequently  only  the  very  haidiest 
aquatic  flies  are  hatching,  and  that  very  sparsely. 
The  Cowdung  Fly  is  far  and  away  the  bebt  just  now, 
for  intervals  of  sunshine  hatch  this  land  ily,  and  the 
higli  winds  blow  it  upon  the  water  where  it  is  greedily 
seized  by  the  hungry  fish.  It  is  best  made  with  a 
bright  orange  body,  and  slips  from  the  landrail's  wing, 
and  red  or  orange  hackle. — Thomas  Ford,  Caittor. 

Avon  (Ring-wood). — Since  May  1,  after  which 
date  anglers  are  allowed  to  fish  with  prawns  and  other 
bait,  several  splendid  captures  have  been  effected, 
namely,  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  has  taken  four  fish  weigh- 
respectively  371b.,  2Glb  ,  241b.  and  211b.,  while  Mr.  G. 
L.  Poldcn  has  secured  two  of  181b.  and  261b.,  and  Mr. 
W.  Carlyon  captured  one  of  241b.  weight.  All  the 
fish  were  in  fine  condition. — Piscatorial. 

Builth  Wells.— A  few  salmon  taken  on  the  Nith 
waters  ;  bold  north-west  wind,  rain,  and  hail  have  pre- 
vented good  sport.  Once  the  weather  settloi  anglers 
may  expect  the  fish  to  rise.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon 
I  hear  from  raports  sent  in ;  trout  not  going  well. — 

W.  B,  ROBFRTS. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District),— The  evenings  con- 
tinue cold,  and  an  easterly  wind  spoils  sport.  An 


almost  entire  absence  of  flies  continues  on  the  waters. 
The  best  flies  are  Edmond's  Palmer  and  Blue 
Upright.  Fishing  in  the  Harbourne,  on  May  5, 
Mr.  Garrow  Green  creeled  fifteen  fish.  Messrs. 
E.  Distin,  H.  Full,  and  Ackrell  have  been  out, 
but  baskets  have  not  averaged  more  than  half  a 
dozen.  The  fish,  however,  are  in  capital  condition. 
A  261b.  salmon  was  taken  on  May  3,  being  a  very  fine 
fish.  A  very  "  fishy  "  business  is  reported  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Dart  District  Fishery  Board  held  a  week 
or  so  since.  It  appears  that  two  conservators  were 
seen  fishing  in  contravention  of  their  own  bye-lawa 
— one  without  a  licence,  and  the  other  for  using  a  gaff 
before  April  1.  The  Fishery  Board  decided  not  to 
prosecute  in  either  case,  and  the  result  is  that 
the  Dart  Angling  Association,  another  local 
angling  body,  met  for  a  special  meeting  on 
Saturday  last,  when  the  matters  referred  to  were 
discussed  and  they  resolved  to  intimate  to  the 
Dart  District  Fishery  Board  that  unless  they  rescinded 
the  resolution  not  to  prosecute,  the  Angling  Association 
would  themselves  take  up  the  cases.  A  future  meeting 
of  the  Dart  District  Fishery  Board  is  awaited  with 
considerable  interest  as  the  matter  has  become  a  topic 
of  general  conversation.  The  Angling  Association  are 
highly  commended  from  all  quarters,  and  if  the  bye- 
laws  are  not  strictly  enforced  they  will  be  of  no  use. 
— Djovosian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — For  some  time  anglers  have  had 
a  very  bad  time.  The  days  have  been  bright  with  cold 
north  and  east  winds,  and  the  only  chance  for  a  salmon 
has  been  during  the  last  hour  before  dark.  But  fresh 
run  fish  are  very  scarce,  and  those  that  have  been  in 
the  river  for  months  are  shy  about  rising.  Trout  have 
also  been  taking  badly.  With  a  clear  water  and  a 
bright  sun  the  fly  is  a  poor  bait  at  this  time 
of  year,  and  the  weather  is  far  too  cold  for  creeper- 
fishing.  Trout  are  not  in  the  sharp  streams  as  they 
should  be,  and  it  is  there  that  the  creeper  is  deadly. 
Evening  fishing  has  not  begun.  "  Too  cold"  is  what 
every  old  angler  says  if  you  ask  him  how  sport  is 
going.  I  hear  that  last  week  nearly  100,000  yearling 
salmon  were  turned  into  the  Eden  at  the  hatchery 
below  Armathwaite. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  conditions  continue  cold  for 
angling,  and  the  water  is  in  somewhat  poor  trim  and 
altogether  unproductive  of  good  sport.  Rain  has 
fallen  at  intervals  during  the  week,  but  this  has  not 
materially  affected  the  river.  A  good  spate  is  much 
needed  to  improve  matters.  Anglers  have  been  generally 
unsuccessful,  isolated  captures  only  being  recorded. 
Sea  angling  has  few  votaries  at  present  owing  to  the 
cold  winds. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  is  very 
clear,  and  cold  winds  are  still  in  evidence  and  do  not 
conduce  to  tight  lines  or  heavy  creels.  At  Brampford 
Speke,  Stoke  Canon,  and  above  some  salmon  have 
been  caught  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Colonel 
Davies  had  one  of  141b.,  and  one  each  of  smaller 
size  by  Messrs.  Goombe,  May,  Croxon,  and 
Bustard,  large  lob  worms  in  most  instances  proving 
the  successful  lure.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken. 
Captain  Lupton  having  had  one  over  the  pound,  and 
the  writer  one  last  Monday  IJlb.  Killing  flies  have 
been  Blue  Upright,  Middle  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Cow  Dung.  Weather  very  clear,  but  prospects  for  next 
few  days,  unless  we  have  some  welcome  rain,  are  net 
favourable.  Next  Monday  the  otter  hounds  meet  at 
Stoke  Canon  and  good  sport  and  a  kill  is  anticipated. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhe.)  — 
The  return  of  wintry  weather  is  very  disappointing 
for  the  trout  anglers.  Never  very  enthusiastic  of  sport 
under  abnormal  conditions,  the  average  trout  angler 
of  the  district  is  only  tempted  by  fine  weather.  Ply 
fishing  in  the  district  is  almost  u-seltss,  for  it  is  no  use 
whipping  the  streams  with  artificials  when  the  natural 
flies  are  non-existent.  What  fish  have  already  been 
captured  have  fallen  to  the  grub.  A  week  or  ten  days 
ajo  ttiero  were  signs  of  improvement,  but  these  are  all 
gjne,  and  some  are  Sfymg  that  the  coarse  season  will 
be  here  again  ere  the  ti  outing  line  has  been  wetted. 
Takes  have  not  exceed  d  two  or  three  brace. — Limpet. 

Eonnet. — The  v  eather  is  all  against  the  argler, 
for  hail,  snow  and  rain  have  fallen  with  anoith-easterly 
wind,  but  the  first  four  fishing  days  of  this  montu 
some  rare  good  trout  were  captured ;  all  that  is 
required  now  is  a  change.  There  are  plenty  of  fish, 
and  some  trout  weighing  41b.  each  have  been  captured. 
One  thousand  trout  have  been  put  in  this  season,  and 
the  stream  has  a  promising  appearance. — Gnome. 

Lea. — Weather  of  a  most  disappJnling  character 
has  been  associated  with  the  opening  of  the  Lea  trou: 
fishing  season,  as  not  only  have  cold  and  boisterous 
winds  greeted  ihe  angler  but  snow  and  hail  have 
fallen.  The  water,  coutequently,  has  been  runniini  ac 
a  very  low  temperature,  and  rising  trout  have  been 
scarce.  Few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  list  of 
trout  captured  in  the  main  river  up  to  tha 
present,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  is  an 
extremely  meagre  one.  One  of  the  best  fish  has  been 
a  3  pounder  caught  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  at  Ware,  and 
Mr  Turner  has  landed  a  2Jlb.  trout  at  Hertford,  Some 
anglers  visiting  the  preserved  and  subscription  waters 
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of  the  Beane  have  fared  better,  six  trout  being  landed 
on  the  opening  day  by  Mr.  Currell,  jun.,  the  best 
scaling  21b.  lOoz.  Warm  rains  and  genial  weather  are 
much  wanted. — Izaak  Walton. 

Itngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  continuing  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  height. 
The  weather  the  last  week  has  been  changeable,  first 
rain,  then  hailstorms  followed  by  cold  north  winds, 
and  it  has  not  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  but 
there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out  when  the  sun 
has  been  shining ;  the  trout  have  been  well  on  the 
feed  and  taking  fly  freely,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
fish  have  been  landed  from  both  streams  with  Adder, 
Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  Hare's  Bar,  and 
■Cow  Dung,  and  if  the  weather  gets  warmer  good  sport 
may  be  expected.    The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. 

— GWYKNE. 

Luggr,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Kingsland).— 

Tvivers  are  in  capital  order— all  that  could  be  wished— 
jet  sport  is  not  good,  owing  to  the  unseasonably  cold 
weather  prevailing.  Wind  persistently  in  the  north, 
bringing  occasional  sharp  cold  showers  of  rain,  and  at 
times  hail.  At  the  time  of  writing  (May  7)  there  is 
not  the  slightest  indication  of  any  change,  though 
when  such  occurs  and  warmer  winds,  etc.,  ensue,  good 
sport  may  with  confidence  be  anticipated,  for  the 
trout  seem  more  inclined  to  rise  well  this  spring  than 
they  have  done  for  some  few  seasons  past.  Plies  as 
mentioned  in  last  week's  report ;  the  Alder  and  Yellow 
Dun,  with  Orange  Palmer,  will  also  be  good.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Budleig-h  Salterton).— At  present  time 
of  reporting  (May  7)  the  river  is  low  and  clear.  For 
the  past  week  cold  north  winds  have  prevailed  and 
have  hindered  fishing.  No  good  takes  have  been 
heard  of.  There  is  usually  a  rise  of  Pale  Duns  at 
about  1  p.m.  every  day,  but  it  seldom  lasts  more  than 
half-an-hour.  There  is  also  a  rise  in  the  evening 
about  6  or  7  p.m.,  when  the  wind  has  died  away- 
some  good  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days  at  this  time.  Flies:  Blue  Quill  and  Hare's 
Flax  with  gold  ribbing  (small).— Heron. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  in  very  fair  condition 
for  the  fly,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  One  gentleman,  on  the  Tamar,  had 
51b.  weight  of  good  ones  (trout) ;  and  Miss  Hearder, 
■on  the  Dart,  early  in  the  week,  had  a  dozen  nice  ones. 
The  best  flies  for  the  week  are  the  Infallible,  Red 
Palmer,  and  the  Blue  and  Red  Maxwells.— William 
Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— The  very  cold  and  cutting  wind  which  has 
prevailed  of  late  in  this  neighbourhood  brought  with 
it  on  Monday  night  (May  5)  a  slight  fall  of  snow,  so 
that  during  the  early  hours  of  Tuesday  morning 
(May  P)  the  higher  ground  all  round  presented  quite 
a  winterly  aspect,  which,  however,  did  not  long 
•continue,  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  speedily  melted 
the  snow;  but  the  cold  wind,  now  from  the 
north-west,  still  makes  angling  anything  but  a 
pleasure  unless  in  sheltered  spots  on  the  rivers,  and 
in  such  places  is  obtained  what  little  sport  anglers  are 
now  having,  as  owing  to  the  very  unseasonable  state 
of  the  weather  very  few  natural  flies  are  to  be  seen  on 
the  water,  nor  can  the  fish  be  tempted  to  rise  to  the 
artificial  substitutes  for  them,  although,  as  far  as 
condition  is  concerned,  the  state  of  all  these  streams 
leaves  little  to  be  desired, — Vyrnwy. 
^  Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours.— Frost, 
hail,  sleet  and  rain  has  been  the  weather  of  the  week, 
with  cold  north-easterly  wiuds.  Trouting  is  at  a 
discount,  and  as  a  rule  anglers  have  shirked  the  water 
and  the  weather,  therefore  no  record  from  the  Ouse  or 
Adur.  Harbour  fishermen  have,  when  the  weather 
suited,  taken  a  quantity  of  smelt,  also  a  few  herring, 
but  as  the  best  venue,  the  Mill  Pond  near  the  lower 
lock,  is  miles  from  Chichester  but  few  have  cared 
to  risk  the  weather.  Local  anglers  have  had  good 
sport. — George  P.  Salter. 

Tair  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Only 
small  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week.  The  net  fishermen  have  not  done  much  in  the 
tidal  waters  ;  we  want  more  rain  and  warmer  weather. 
— H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Very  cold  winds,  water  like 
glass.  During  the  rain  on  Saturday,  which  was  awfully 
chilly,  a  few  fishermen  were  seen  on  the  river  banks, 
but  only  a  few  trout  killed.  Salmon  fishing  with  the 
rod  and  line  useless.  The  net  fishermen  have  not 
done  badly  since  May  1.  I  saw  three  peal  and  four 
salmon  in  one  boat,  the  peal  over  31b.  each.  On  Monday 
the  nets  in  the  estuary  caught  some  20-pounders ; 
salmon  selling  at  3s.  per  lb.  The  prayers  of  rod  fisher- 
men are  for  rain  and  quickly. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Water  in  Teifi  in 
very  good  condition.  Days  very  bright.  A  visitor 
from  Devon  had  fairly  good  sport  with  trout  each  day 
last  week,  better  than  he  had  in  several  places  he  has 
visited  within  the  past  month. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  -  -  Ttie  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
baits.  The  weather  has  been  cold,  with  some  showers 
of  rain,  and  on  Saturday  hail  fell  heavily  in  this  part, 


but  it  did  not  alter  the  water.  This  was  followed  by 
bright  sunshine,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  well  at 
the  fly,  there  being  plenty  of  live  flies  out.  Angling 
has  been  brisk,  and  some  good  lots  of  fish  taken.  The 
flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Alder, 
Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  Palmer,  Red  Spinner,  Oak 
Fly,  and  Cow  Dung.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  success- 
ful, trout  taking  worm  well,  and  minnow  fishing  in 
the 'evening  has  accounted  for  trout  over  lib.  each. 
Prospects  for  next  week  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  has 
been  visited  with  some  sharp  falls  of  rain  accompanied 
by  hail,  but  it  has  made  little  difference  to  the  state 
of  the  water,  which  remains  clear  and  a  nice  level 
and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
far  too  cold  to  be  comfortable  on  the  river  side,  but 
there  have  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  in  this  part; 
they  have  used  fly  with  success,  and  some  very  nice 
lots  of  trout  have  been  taken,  the  fish  being  in  better 
condition ;  and  warmer  weather  is  now  wanted  to 
improve  fishing  all  round.  There  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  being  had  in  these  parts. — Worcester. 
^  Whitton. — Three  rods  have  been  on  this  stream 
since  May  1,  and  good  baskets  were  accounted  for  on 
May  4. — Gnome. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Fishing  in  North  Lincolnshire  apparently  does  not 
suffer  so  much  from  the  delinquencies  of  the  weather 
as  one  might  expect.  The  chief  complaint  is  want 
of  water  in  the  streams,  but  this  is  improving 
with  the  showers.  Rain  has  come  most  days  for 
about  a  fortnight.  The  naturals  were  beginning 
to  put  in  an  appearance,  but  what  few  flies  are 
about  are  apparently  very  daft.  There  are  plenty 
of  anglers  who  have  not  had  their  trout  rod 
out  this  year,  and  very  few  tickets  are  applied  for. 
From  the  trout  waters  nearer  to  Grantham  we  hear  a 
good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  state  of  the  weather. 
It  is  many  years  since  May  was  so  cold  as  at  present. 
Quite  a  heavy  snowstorm  traversed  the  country  on 
Tuesday.  Nowhere  have  we  heard  of  more  than  three 
or  four  fish  for  the  afternoon,  and  these  mostly  got 
from  deep  water. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  in  good  order  for  fishing,  but  the  weather  is 
so  bitterly  cold  that  it  is  almost  useless  trying  to 
secure  a  trout.  The  only  one  I  hear  of  was  caught  by 
Mr.  C.  Buxton,  weighing  21b.,  at  Matlock  Bath  spinn- 
ing with  a  natural  minnow.  On  Tuesday  morning 
the  Derbyshire  hills  were  covered  with  snow  in  some 
places  to  the  depth  of  several  inches,  and  this  morning 
(Wednesday)  a  very  sharp  frost.  The  prospect  is  very 
bad,  and  will  be  while  it  continues  so  cold.  Flies  : 
Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Grannom, 
and  Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore.    Swale.    Wharfe,    Nldd.    Rye,  Costa, 
&c.   (Yorks). — Meteorological  conditions  continue 
sadly  adverse  to  fly  fishing  all  through  Yorkshire,  and 
the  weather  something  cruel  for  the  "  merry  "  month 
of  May  ;  the  thermometer  frequently  falls  at  night 
down  to   freezing  point,   and    early    on  Tuesday 
morning  I  found  the  Hambleton,  Nidderdale,  Wharfe- 
dale,  Swaledale,  and  Wensleydale  ranges  of  hills, 
and  those  bordering  Westmorland,    covered  with, 
snow,  and  with  a  bitter  cold  northerly  wind,  hail,  and 
other  "samples"  in  the  way  of  an  occasional  flash  of 
lightning  and  a  peal  of  thunder;  even  hardy  anglers 
refuse  to  turn  out.  On  Wednesday  I  wanted  a  dish  of  t  rout 
for  an  invalid,  and  I  had  to  work  very  hard  to  secure 
three  brace.     Not  a  single  fly  was  on  the  Yore 
on  my  water,   and    there  is  less  insect  life  on 
all  our  streams  than  was  the  case  early  in  March, 
and  "  Come,  gentle  spring,  ethereal  mildness  come !  " 
is  the  wish  of  the  angler  and  the  prayer  of  the  fishing- 
tackle  manufacturer.     Next  to  nothing  has  been 
attempted  up  the  Swale  or  on  any  of  its  tributary 
streams,  and  anglers  have  been  few  and  far  between 
on  the  Wharfe,  and  the  few  fish  caught  have  been 
taken    chiefly    with    the    natural    minnow  fished 
on    fine    Ariel    tackle,    the    best    basket    I  have 
heard  of  being  one  of  five  brace.    This  river,  the 
Nidd,  Rye  Costa,  Aire,  etc.,  are  all  very  low  and 
until  the  much-needed  change  in  the  weather  arrives, 
as  well  as  fresh  water,  I  cannot  hold  out  any  hopes 
for  any  improvement  in  sport.    With  more  favourable 
conditions,  the  March  Brown   (male  and  female), 
Orange  Partridge,  Waterheu  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  and 
Dark  Watchett  will  be  found  prime  killers  on  any 
river.    With  a  couple  of  casts  I  made  up  from  them  a 
well-known  Wharfedale  angler  (Mr.  W.  Jenkinson),  who 
has  been  fishing  the  Wharfe  in  company  of  Mr.  Tom 
Cund,  has  had  splendid  sport.    He  writes  me  from  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham  :  "  You  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  your  Yorkshire  flies  killed  well  on  the  Wharfe 
(between  Wolverhampton  and  Shrewsbury).  I  had  the 


best  sport  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  creeling  thirteen 
brace  of  trout,  which  average  IJlb.  each." — John  10. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  I'J,  New  Station 
Street,  Leeds. 


.J.  E.  MiLLKK,  Northern  .\nglers'  Depit,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  lai-gest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  siihnon  flies,  i-asts,  and  general  Hshing  taclcle  In  tlie 
]<ingdoni.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  rei|uirements 
and  lo.'ulity  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  lieing  sent  hy 
return.  Selections  of  tlico  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  (;f  the  country.  .T.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Aberfeldy.— Mr.  Brayne  and  Mr.  Wright,  fishing 
last  week  on  the  Tay,  had  fair  baskets  of  trout  although 
the  weather  was  unfavourable.    On   Monday  Mr. 
Brayne  had  91b.  of  trout. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— A  gentleman  staying 
at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  landed  a  nice 
salmon  in  the  Double  Water.  The  principal  fishing 
has  been  for  yellow  trout,  which  are  now  rapidly 
improving  in  numbers  and  getting  into  good  con- 
dition. Bait  fishing  opened  on  May  1  in  the  rivers,  but 
not  in  the  tribMtaries.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Esk,  Mr.  Tweedle,  Longtown,  has  had  several 
catches  of  51b.  and  61b.  yellow  trout,  hisbesttrout  weigh- 
ing lib.  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  McMillan,  and  others  have 
had.  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Esk  ;  catches  of  salmon  in  the  Solway  have  not 
been  by  any  means  large  at  the  different  stations. 
Sea  trout  have  been  averaging  l^lb.  to  21b.,  and  salmon 
101b.  to  131b.  Some  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  made  in  the  Canonbie  water  between  Gilnockie 
Bridge  Biid  the  Double  Water.  A  considerable 
amount  of  rain,  accompanied  by  sleet,  has  fallen, 
but  the  waters  have  not  been  affected,  in  fact  the 
rivers  are  running  low  and  more  rain  is  badly 
wanted.  Some  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  made  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Stoddart,  of  Newcastleton,  and  Mr.  Little,  of  the 
same  piace,  have  had  baskets  of  41b.  and  51b.,  while  in 
the  lower  reaches  above  and  below  the  Viaduct  some 
fairly  good  takes  have  been  made  by  Canonbie  anglers. 
— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Although 
the  weather  is  still  very  wintry  sport,  is  improving  a 
little.  On  April  30,  Mr.  Morant,  Balnagown  .\rms 
Hotel,  got  a  91b.  salmon  on  Braelangwell  water,  and 
Mrs.  Oakley  two  of  9|lb.  each  on  Invercharron  water. 
On  May  1,  Mr.  Morant  had  one  of  91b.  On  2nd,  Mr. 
Oakley  caught  one  of  9pb.  On  3rd,  the  last-named 
angler  landed  a  nice  salmon  on  Invercharron  water, 
and  Mr.  Pulteney  one  on  Braelangwell  water.  On 
Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  Duplessis,  Balnagown  Arm'", 
caught  a  10  pounder  on  Braelangwell  water,  and  Mr. 
Pulteney  one  of  81b.  On  Invercharron  water,  Mr. 
Oakley  grassed  a  fine  fish  of  131b.  OnCth,  Mr.  Pulteney 
caught  one  of  71b.  on  Braelangwell  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— During  the  past  week 
the  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  not  very 
congenial  for  anglers.  Some  heavy  showers  of  rain 
and  snow  have  fallen,  and  there  is  not  any  indica- 
tion as  yet  that  the  unseasonable  weather  is  at 
an  end.  In  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  hills 
were  white  with  snow,  and  of  late  the  river  has  . 
been  swollen  and  discoloured.  Consequently 
rod  fishing  is  somewhat  backward.  Owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  rough  weather  on  the  coast,  there 
has  been  no  run  of  fish  in  the  river,  and 
few  were  captured  for  the  past  week  by  the  net  fisher- 
men. At  the  sea  stations  the  fishermen  did  not  get 
regularly  to  the  nets,  the  sea  being  too  rough,  and  on 
Saturday,  May  3,  the  leaders  could  not  be  taken  out, 
so  that  they  were  in  over  Sunday.  On  Monday  the  sea 
moderated,  and  the  fishermen  were  fortunate  in  getiing 
about  a  score  of  salmon  of  an  average  weight  of  101b. 
They  had  also  some  good  trout  of  IJlb.  each.  A  couple 
of  grilse,  the  first  for  the  season,  were  got  in  a  bag  net 
on  May  2.  This  is  twelve  days  later  than  last  year. 
They  weighed  31b.  and  S^lb.  respectively,  and  are  fine 
specimens.  Grilse  appeared  in  the  river  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  month,  the  first  one  being  got  by  rod  at 
Huntly  on  May  7.    It  weigh. d  3^1b  — H.W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.)  —  The  following 
sport  has  been  got  by  hotel  anglers  on  the  Shin  since 
last  reported  :— On  April  28,  Mr.  Evans  caught  two 
salmon  of  121b.  and  101b.  ;  and  on  April  29  one 
11-pounder.  On  May  1,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie, 
Bart.,  of  Crudy,  Devonshire,  had  one  cf  101b.  On 
May  2,  Sir  John  Shelley,  of  Michelgrove,  Sussex, 
landed  two  of  141b.  and  91b.,  and  Sir  John  Ferguson- 
Davie  two  of  131b.  and  111b.— B. 

Loch  Awe.— West  of  Scotland  Angling  Club's 
competition  (first  day)  — Nine  competitors  had  a  total 
catch  of  fifty-eight  trout,  weighing  271b.  6az.  Mr. 
Russell,  thirteen  trout,  51b.  2oz.,  1st ;  Mr.  Wm.  Gillies, 
ten  trout,  41b.  4oz.,  2nd.  Sweepstake— Mr.  G.  T. 
Wilson,  1st;  Mr.  Houston,  2nd.  Private  boat— Mr. 
Hope  Finlay,  six  trout,  3aib.— W.  J.  Cameron. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Anglers  have  never  had 
so  trying  weather  conditions  to  contend  with  here  in 
May  than  at  present.  Piercingly  cold  winds  have  pie- 
vailed  from  the  north  with  frequent  heavy  showers  of 
pelting  hail,  while  on  M'^nday  the  loch  was  swept  by 
a  snowstorm  which  continued  for  nearly  an  hour,  the 
flakes  being  unusually  large,  .\uglers  have  been  sj 
benumbed  that  they  have  had  frequently  to  return 
early.  Under  such  conditions  of  weather  sport  has 
not  been  up  to  the  average  at  this  season,  though 
seldom  a  day  has  passed  in  which  fish  have 
not  been  rising  for  a  short  time  when  there  was  a 
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OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRESSERS,  &  ROD  MAKERS. 


THE    "  MXJLTXJIVI-IN-PARVO 


TROUT    RODS,  21s. 

TESTIMONIALS    RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


"  Piccadilly,  London,  W'.,  October  10,  19(10. 
'■Gentlemen, — I  now  enclose  remittance  fur  the  flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 

fur  Jlr.  R  .     I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the  Ficlil  that  I  caught  two  beauties,  5  lb.  8  oz.  and 

(J  11).  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  in  ouv  water  for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  gray-legged 
ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else.  "  \V..J.B." 


ur.      c-       I.,-     i   ,      ,     T,-,  "London,  \V.,  March  26,  1901. 

Dear  >Sii-s,— Flies  to  hand.  I  like  tlieni  very  much.  Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  yon' 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  trout  flies.  I  will  say  this  about  youi  ■ 
flies ;  they  are  tied  to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct 


feathers  and  furs  in  your  Hies  and  your  lyers  are  arti.sts. 


T.R.' 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


WI1L.SON     IL.r  NE . 


First 'Class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and   Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 
11    DEPARTURES  WEEKLY. 


SPECIAL    HOLIDAY  TOURS 

From  London  and  Hull. 

10  days,  8 J  guineas ;  17  da3's,  11  guineas. 

Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO. ,  51,  Pall  ilall ;  COOK'S, 
Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  ^V.  E.  BOTT  &  CO.,  1,  East 
India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  l/lj. 

BARKHAM  BROS.,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.C. 

Onie  used  Always  uxe.d. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUG  MTEFt  AFtI>. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  ihe  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  S.'i  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
S(|uare  miles,  with  iiuuierDns  lieautiful  Islands. 

Superior  acciimniodatiuii  ;  bath-room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  iiin.<t  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


ANGLO  -  NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION. 


TO  r.ET. 

Vosselo,  Bolstad  ;  Section  from  Evanger 
Lake  to  Fjord.  Over  4  kilometres,  both 
banks.  From  August  8  to  end  of  sea- 
son. About  3  hours  from  Bergen.  The 
best  fishing  is  generally  long  over,  but 
fair  sport  is  had  some  seasons.  Fish 
large.  No  bag  can  be  given,  the  river 
hitherto  having  been  fished  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mr.  Sturdy's  Evanger  Water. 
Rent  £20. 
Apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec, 
A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FiBhing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate 
Address  :  Kinz  Street.  Alfreton 


DEVERON,  HUNTLY. 

ANGLERS,_Etc.,  Can  Have 

Comfortable  Apartments 

AT 

Mrs.  MATHESON'S, 

RICHMOND    ROAD,-:  HUNTLY. 


1  9  O  2  . 

THE   RIYER    IDEE  FISHERY, 

CORWEN,   NORTH  WALES. 

FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 

Water  Strictly  Preserved  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  Century,  and  the  length  of  Bank 
is  upwards  of  12  Miles. 

FOR   ANGLING  ONLY. 

Open  to  Anglers  for  Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch  and  Eels,  but  not  SALMOX  or  SEA  TIIOVT : 

Season    £1    1    O  I  Weekly    £0   6   O  |    Day    £0   1  6 

No  weekly  or  day  tickets  are  issued  to  Professional  Fishermen,  whether  residing  in  Corwen  or  not. 
For  Anglers  residing  or  staying  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of  Corwen,  for  SALMON,  Sea  Trout, 
Trout,  Grnifling,  Pike,  Perch  and  Eels :       '  ' 

Season    £2   O   O  {   Weekly    ...    ...    £0  12   6  |   Day    £0   5  O 

N.B. — Tlie  following  licenses  (issued  by  the  Board  of  Dee  Conservators)  are  required  by  Anglers 
for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  in  addition  to  the  Tickets  supplied  by  the  Corwen  Fishing  A.ssociation  : 

Season  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  License    £1    O  O 

Weekly  do.  do.    £0  10  O 

Day  do.  do.    £0  5  O 

No  Salmon  Tickets  are  issued  to  Professional  Fishermen,  whether  residing  in  Corwen  or  not. 

TICKET  STATIONS. 

Fishing  Tickets  may  be  had  from  the  following  persons  : 
Corwen — Mr.  John  Roberts,  Owen  Glyndwr  Hotel ;  Mr.  "W.  3.  Stausfield,  Meirion  House. 
Carrog — Mr.  Wilcox,  Grouse  Hotel ;  Mr.  Kobeits,  Post  Office  ;  Mr.  Morris,  Station  Master. 
Cynwyd—Mr.  Jones,  Lion  Inn  ;  Mr.  Davies,  Prince  of  Wales  Inn  ;  Mr.  Eastick,  Station  Master. 

W.  J.  STANSFIELD,  Secretary,  Corwen. 


CLOTB  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THH 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing^  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 
Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


KEATING  S 
POWDER 


flEAS,  BUGS,  MOTHS  BEETLES 


Tins  3d  6d.  Is. Bellows  9d 


3xr  E  T  s. 

HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 


Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 


Drag  Nets, 
rrammel  Nets. 
Flue  Nets. 


Casting  Nets. 
Purse  Nets. 
Drum  Nets. 


Keep  Nets. 
Eel  Nets. 
Sparrow  Nets. 


Rabbit  Nets. 
Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


TWO  IMPORTANT  NEW  SIXPENNY  EDITIONS. 

NEW  EDITION  AT  SIXBENCE. 

LORNA  DOONE. 

By   R.   D.  BLACKMORE. 

With  Pictorial  Cover. 
Notwithstanding  the  very  large  issue  already  printed  and  sold,  the  continuous  demand  for 
further  supplies  has  been  and  is  so  urgent  that  the  publishers  have  decided  to  print— in  a  more 
attractive  style^another  large  Edition.— To  be  readi/  earli/  in  May. 


NEW  EDITION  AT  SIXEENCE. 

THE  RISE  OF  WELLINGTON 

By  Field-Marshal  LORD  ROBERTS,  V.C. 

With  Pictorial  Cover,  and  a  special  dedicaUoii  to  the.  British  Army. 
SAMPSON   LOW,   MARSTON   &   COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


FISHING    sporting  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

8EB  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  tO' 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agrioulture.. 

Forthooming  Sales  and  Besults  ot 
Sales  recorded  eaoh  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSOBIPTION,  ISs. 
Chief  Office: 
6.  ST.  BRtOB  STREET.  LONDON,  E.C 


TROUT, 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 

Yearling,  Two  Year  and  Three  V  ear  Old 
Trout  for  Stookiug. 


Prices  from  H.  H.  GRAY. 


THE 

NINETEENTH 


CENTURY 


Edited  by  JAMES  KNOWLES. 
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South    Africa   and    India.     By  Sir 

Lei'bl  Griffin,  K.C.S.I. 
Problems  of   the   Empire.      By  Sii- 

Harry  H.  .Tohnstojj,  K.C.B. 
The  Land  War  in  the  West  of  Ire- 

land.  By  His  Hondur  .Judge  O'CONNOR 

Morris. 

The    Unique    Continuity    of  our 
Coronation    Rite.      By    the  Eev. 

Douglas  Maoleane. 
The  Genius  of  Spain.    By  HavelOCK 
Ellis. 

The  Case  for  Hospital  Nurses: 

(1)  By  the  Hun.  Sydney  Holland. 

(2)  By  Miss  IsLA  .Stewart  (Matron 
and  Sujie.rintciiiloil  of  J^urses,  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital). 

Dante  and  the  Fine  Arts.    By  ALFRED- 
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Leslie  Stephen. 
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By  Sidney  Low. 
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Hills.   By  EOIiBRT  CLERMONT  WiTT. 
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Bryce,  M.P. 
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Spey  (Morayshire).— Weather  which  one  looks 
for  in  the  begianing  of  February  is  being  experienced 
over  this  district  at  present,  so  that  it  is  not  very  con- 
genial for  anglers.  I'ishing  on  the  Carrow  section  of 
the  Spey,  Mr.  Grant,  of  Blchies,  killed  two  salmon  of 
141b.  and  91b.  respectively ;  and  on  the  Laggan  water, 
Jlr.  Sharp,  fisherman,  two  of  Hlb.  and  T^lb. ;  while  on 
the  Aberlour  water,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Lynnburn,  had 
one  of  91b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  killed  two  of  7Jlb.  each,  and 
on  Friday  another  two  of  9lb.  each  ;  while  on  the 
Arudilly  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Stuirt,  fisherman, 
killed  one  of  71b.— J.  M. 


slight  increase  in  temperature.    Trout  continue  to  be 
above  average  size,  fish  of  from  21b.  4oz.  to  21b.  12oz. 
being  common,  while  the  average  weight  is  rather 
over  lib.    All  the  boats  have  been  out  daily,  most  of 
them  being  engaged  by  angling  clubs,  no  fewer  than 
nine  clubs  competing  during  the  last  six  days.  The 
most  successful  were  :   Kinross-shire,  fly  (22  rods), 
seventy-three  trout,  661b.  13oz.  First,  Mr.  W.  Watson' 
eleven  trout,  81b.  14oz. ;  second,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson^ 
eight  trout,  81b.  lOoz. ;  third,  Mr.  G.  Pople,  seven 
trout,  51b.  15oz. :   heaviest  trout,  Mr.   P.  Pringle, 
21b.  9oz.    Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club  (22  rods),  fifty- 
nine  trout,  581b.  First,  Mr.  J.  D.  Paterson,  five  trout, 
61b.  lOoz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Lyle,  21b.  8Joz.  Well- 
shot,  fly  (8  rods),  twenty  trout,  201b.  4oz.  First, 
Mr.   J.   Carson,   five  trout,  61b.  7oz.  Perthshire 
(twenty  rods)  fifty-three  trout,  431b.  loz.    First,  Mr. 
J.  Malloch,  five  trout,  6Ib.  lOoz. ;   second,  Captain 
McPherson,  three  trout,  51b.  12oz.     Heaviest  trout, 
Captain  McPherson,  21b.  14oz.    Private  parties :  Dr. 
Irvin,  Deeming,  fourteen  trout,  211b.  Soz.  Mr.  Maokie 
and  Mr.  Honeyman,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  141b., 
and  a  pike  of  141b.    Mr.  H.  E.  Harvey,  Kent  (fly),  ten 
trout,  131b.,  and  four  trout,  61b.,  respectively.  Mr. 
Gibson,  Coatbridge,  twenty-two  trout,  241b.  Mr.  G.  R. 
Thom  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Gleghorn,  Dundee  (fly),  fourteen 
trout,  121b.    Mr.  Ballantyne,  eleven  trout,  101b.  Mr. 
McKinnon,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout,  111b.  12oz.  Mr. 
Bramwell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  Major  Soott  (fly), 
seven  trout,  81b.  8oz.,  and  nine  trout,  61b.  Soz.  Mr. 
Scott,  eight  trout,  81b.  8oz.    The  number  of  trout 
captured    during    April    was    679,  which  weighed 
6791b.  12oz.     While  the  yield  shows  a  decrease  of  306 
compared  with  April  last  year,  the  fish  each  average 
5oz.  heavier,  and  are  the  largest  landed  during  the 
corresponding  month  for  nineteen  years. — Robert  B. 
Laing. 

Loch  Ruthven. — On  May  1,  Col.  May,  10  trout, 
6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  20  trout,  81b.  On  May  2  Col. 
May,  24  trout,  8^1b ;  Messrs.  Millar,  22  trout,  91b,  On 
May,  3  Col.  May,  18  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  12 
trout,  6f  lb. — Gbaham  &  Co. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.)— On  May  5,  Mrs.  Mitchell 
killed  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  three, 
141b.,  151b.,  and  191b.— H.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thiirso,  N.B.).— Weather 
most  unfavourable  and  sport  bad  as  compared  with 
former  years.  On  April  29  Mr.  Griffiths,  Syre  Lodge, 
landed  three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  On  April  30,  Mr. 
Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  1.  On  May  1,  Mr. 
Gill  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  2 ;  one  was  a  well- 
shaped  beauty  of  29Jlb.  and  the  other  101b.  On  May  2, 
the  same  angler  caught  two  of  171b.  and  111b.  On 
May  3,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  one 
salmon.  —  B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Cold  wintry  weather  has 
prevailed  since  May  4,  and  there  were  heavy  falls  of 
hail  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  which  gave  the  higher 
hills  of  Dumfriesshire  and  Galway  quite  a  wintry 
look.  The  evenings  have  been  extremely  cold  this 
week  with  frost  in  the  early  morning.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  of  little  account  on  any  of  the  rivers  as 
they  have  been  rising  very  gingerly  to  the  fly. 
In  the  Middle  Annan  the  best  basket  has  been 
about  a  dozen  yellow  trout  caught  with  worm, 
and  the  best  basket  with  the  fly  about  half  that 
number.  I  have  no  reports  this  week  from  any  of  my 
Nith  correspondents.  The  higher  reaches  of  the  Nith 
are  exceedingly  low  and  clear,  and  no  sport  has  been 
had  in  the  Thornhill  waters.  In  the  Galloway  district 
a  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Cree  of  Newton 
Stewart,  but  the  sport  has  been  very  poor,  and  the 
spring  salmon  fishing  on  this  river  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  gentlemen  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  many 
years.  There  is  nothing  going  on  the  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse  or  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire.  The 
weather  has  been  too  cold  for  trout  rising  on  tbe 
Ayrshire  lochs.  In  the  Firth  the  nets  are  not  doing 
much  among  the  sea  trout  this  week,  and  the  lessees 
and  fishermen  do  not  anticipate  any  improvement 
until  after  a  fall  of  rain  and  a  turn  of  mild  and 
seasonable  weather. — Heatherbell. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch    Lakes    (co.    Down).  —  Several 

anglers  were  out  on  the  Belfast  Association's  waters, 
but  did  very  little.  The  work  of  re-stocking  is  being 
carried  on  successfally.  Last  Saturday,  May  3,  some 
1200  rainbow  yearlings  from  the  Co.  Oavan  Trout 
Farm  were  turned  into  Magherahamlet  Lake  under, 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  secretary. 
— J.  A.  B.  ^ 
Bann  (Kilrea). — Hard  north  wind,  showers  of  hail 
and  frost  at  night  have  beea  experienced  over  the 
north  of  Ireland  for  the  past  week.  The  river  has 
fallen  to  summer  level  and  is  perfectly  clear,  but  trout 
are  rising  badly  to  the  fly,  as  there  are  no  sedges  as 
yet  on  the  surface.  The  temperature  is  exceptionally 
low  for  the  first  week  in  May  and  few  trout  will  be 
taken  till  it  rises.  Mr.  Henry  Goabes  took  nine  trout 
in  two  days,  scaling  101b.,  largest  2Jlb.,  on  the  shallows 
among  the  eel  weirs.  There  have  been  no  fish  taken 
as  yet  on  any  of  the  sections,  as  no  salmon  anglers 
have  been  on  the  river.  Few  are  coming  in  from  the 
sea,  as  only  seventeen  spring  salmon  were  taken  for 
the  week  in  the  cribs  at  Coleraine.  Rain  is  much 
wanted. — Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  past  week  was  a  very 
poor  one  on  level  streams,  the  weather  being  bright 
and  piercingly  cold,  with  sharp  frosts  at  night.  On 
Friday,  May  2,  Messrs.  W.  Hunter,  Sam  Faulkner, 
and  J.  A.  Barlowe,  fishing  Monro's  Dam,  near  the 
Maze,  creeled  five,  five,  and  four  fish  up  to  lib. 
Scarcely  anything  was  done  on  the  other  dams,  and 
the  same  applies  to  the  local  rivers,  which  are  now 
low  and  clear. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — The  May  fly  has  made  it  appearance  on 
Lough  Gara  and  Moyling,  bub  the  weather  is  so 
extremely  cold  that  I  do  not  think  we  will  have 
any  fishing  with  it  sooner  than  Whit  Monday. 
Trout  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly  is  fairly 
good.  There  were  two  very  good  trout  got  on 
Lough  Key  this  week,  both  over  61b.  each. 
The  best  trout  killed  here  up  to  May  5  were 
by  Mr._  Ballintine,  on  Arrow,  one  over  91b.,  three 
over  61b.  each,  three  over  51b.  each ;  total,  eleven  ; 
Mr.  Sayers,  one  over  51b.,  on  Arrow ;  Mr.  Atcheson 
three  over  51b.  each,  one  over  101b. ;  self,  two  over 
61b.  each  ;  Mr.  Ross,  two  over  51b.  each,  one  over  61b. 
All  these  were  killed  on  Arrow  with  the  minnow,  and 
although  we  get  no  credit  at  Boyle  in  Mr.  Jardine's 
report  for  large  trout  last  season,  I  believe  there  were 
more  large  trout  kUled  in  the  Boyle  district  than  any 
part  of  Ireland  last  year.  P. S.— Although  Mr.  Sayers 
got  only  one  over  51b.,  he  had  twenty-three  in  five 
days,  averaging  2tb.  each.— Geo.  Taylor. 

Connel  Terry.— Out  from  the  Falls  of  Lora  Hotel 
on  Thursday  (May  1),  Messrs.  Lawrie  and  Sheddon 
had  a  catch  on  the  hotel  water  of  thirty-four  sea-trout 
and  twenty-seven  brown  trout. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
was  not  so  good  generally  on  the  Erne  during  the 
past  week  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  yet  a  number  of 
fine  specimens  of  the  Erne  trout  were  taken  from 
time  to  time  during  the  past  week  by  the  Masters 
Crawford,  Mr.  Pike,  Mr.  Derden,  Dr.  Roscoe,  and 
others.  Weather  still  cold  at  time  of  writing. — M. 
RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Eillarney  Lakes  and  Rivers. — Salmon  fishing 
has  been  backward  on  all  the  principal  waters  here, 
but  brown  trout  have  generally  afforded  good  sport  on 
the  lakes.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Crossmolina). — Pishing  on  the 
lough  has  been  better  for  the  last  month  than  for  a 
number  of  years  past.  Mr.  McNulty  on  May  1  killed 
a  beautiful  salmon  of  181b.  Mr.  G.  W.  Flynn  killed 
eleven  salmon  in  nine  days,  largest  weighing  17Jlb. 
Colonel  Dicken,  C.B.,  was  most  unlucky,  losing  three 
fine  salmon,  but  got  some  nice  trout.  Mr.  Slater  killed 
two  salmon.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  good.  There 
were  some  nice  baskets  made,  largest  trout  weighing 
41b.  and  smallest  IJlb. — The  Manager. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  very  poor  at  salmon,  only  two  being 
had  since  last  report,  the  lucky  angler  being  Major 
Cresswell,  who  had  two  fish  weighing  respectively 
9Jlb.  and  91b.  Brown  trout  are  beginning  to  rise  well 
to  the  flies,  and  goodibaskets  are  the  rule  on  favourable 
days.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. — The  following  anglers 
are  fishing  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and 
are  having  excellent  sport  fly  fishing  and  trolling : — 
Colonel  Mannaran,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnue,  Messrs. 


Leigh,  Doig,  Tyrrell,  Smallwood,  Drason,  Nevill, 
Birthin,  and  Doctor  Burrell ;  Mr.  Tyrrell  miking  the 
largo.st  basket  of  trout,  nine,  weighing  211b.,  on 
April  30.  Lirgest  trout  on  the  lly,  31b.  ;  largest 
trollmg,  4Jlb. ;  largest  on  the  worm,  31b.  2oz.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— The  weather  during  past  week 
was  more  like  winter  than  summer ;  still  the  anglers 
who  were  keen  enough  to  endure  the  cold  have  done 
fairly  well.  Colonel  Rowland  landed  two  salmon  dur- 
mg  the  past  week  of  101b.  and  91b.  Dr.  G.  If.  Johnson 
landed  one  salmon  of  8lb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Johuston  landed 
another  of  lO^lb.  The  latter  two  salmoQ  were  caugho 
on  the  fly.  Mr.  J.  Brown  landed  oqo  salmon  of  lUb. 
on  May  5  ;  Mr.  Loughlin  landed  a  nice  brown  trout  of 
41b.,  and  a  flue  gillaroo  trout  of  2Jlb.,  on  May  2. 
Trouting  was  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous  week, 
owing  to  the  nipping  north-east  wiad  which  hx\ 
prevailed  since  May  1  ;  still  a  good  many  biskots  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  taken  daring  the  past 
week,  and  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were 
Dr.  Rjsooe,  Mr.  P.  Derden,  Dr.  Wtiiteford,  Mr.  J 
Paterson,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Johnson,  etc.— M.  Rogan  & 
Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtownstewarfc,  co.  Tyrone).— Al- 
though the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  fair 
order,  there  has  been  little  sport  in  the  past  weak, 
owing  to  the  bitterly  cold  northerly  winds  and  bright 
weather.  It  has  been  the  coldest  spring  experienced 
for  years.  On  the  hotel  waters  a  few  trout  up  to  lib. 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Thwaites  and  Horsefall.-^ 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  pools  ;  rod  fishing  during  the  week  was 
very  good;  Mr.  Scroop  got  four  fish,  101b.,  lUlb., 
121b.,  131b.,  and  some  good  trout;  Mr.  George  Flynn 
got  three  fish  weighing  361b.  ;  Mr.  Slater  got  four 
■  large  fish,  and  lost  some.  Trout  fishing  is  good  on  the 
lower  reaches. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Weather  cold ;  wind  north.  Plenty  of 
salmon  in  lower  pools  of  river.  Mr.  Scroop  Jfilled 
four  salmon,  15Jlb.,  13lb.,  lO^lb.,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Percy 
Little,  one,  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wade,  three,  16ilb.,  91b  91b  • 
Mr.  Mack,  two,  1.31b.,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Slater,  three, 'iSlb'.^ 
lOJlb.,  lOlb.  Billy  and  Johnny,  the  boatmen,  had 
three  salmon  out  of  the  Castle  pool,  17|lb.,  lllb.,  lllb. 
Trout  have  been  taking  very  badly  on  the  loughs  foi- 

past  week.    Change  of  wind  is  much  required?  Pat 

Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Al- 
though the  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  bad— chilling  north-east  winds  with  frequent 
hail  showers  and  sleet— and  the  water  still  too  high 
on  the  salmon  reaches,  a  few  of  our  English  visitors 
have  killed  some  handsome  fish.  On  Alay  5  Mr. 
Cecil  H.  Wray,  Thurlby  Hall,  Lincoln,  got  one  271b. ;' 
Mr.  "Vintnor,  one  241b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Walmesley- 
Cotham,  Springfield,  Prescot,  one  171b.  I  saw  to-day 
a  Green  Drake,  so  think  we  may  rest  assured  that  the 
welcome  ephemera  will  be  on  the  lake  in  goodly 
members  on  the  date  I  mentioned  last  week— namely 
May  15.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— We  have  had  very 
cold  easterly  winds,  with  rain  and  occasional  showers 
of  hail,  but  now  the  weacher  has  turned  much  milder. 
Since  our  last  report  the  following  salmon  have  been 
taken  : — On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  G.  Williams,  three,  lojlb., 
211b.,  231b.  On  Prospect,  Miss  Townshend,  two,  7Jlb.,' 
lljlb.  On  Newgarden,  Colonel  Townshend,  two,' 
24ilb.,  291b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones,  one, 
161b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,  two' 
14Jlb.,  231b.  On  the  Castle  fishery.  Major  Whitaker' 
three,  15Jlb.,  231b.,  251b.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery, 
Major  Whitaker,  two,  231b.,  31Jlb.  On  the  Worldsend, 
the  fishermen,  one,  171b.,  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart,'  • 
one,  281b.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C.  Williams,  one' 
911b.— J.  ExRiGHT  &  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— Since  writing 
my  last  report  the  wind  has  persistently  stuck  to  the 
north-east  point,  and  fishing  was  out  of  the  question. 
This  may  be  all  the  better  for  the  dapping,  because  by 
the  time  the  Green  Drake  appears  in  any  number,  the 
breeze  may  veer  into  a  more  suitable  quarter.  For 
many  previous  years  it  invariably  settled  in  the  east 
just  as  the  fishing  commenced,  but,  happily  for  angling 
prospects,  it  commenced  in  the  easterly  direction 
much  sooner  this  time  than  in  former  years.  I  have 
heard  that  a  few  flies  have  been  seen,  but  they  can 
hardly  rise  freely  before  the  middle  of  the  month,  nor, 
in  fact,  until  the  nightly  frosts  discontinue.  The 
rivers  have  fallen  very  low  and  there  is  no  sport.  The 
annual  general  meeting  of  the  Westmeath  Fish  Pre- 
servation Society  will  be  held  at  MuUingar  on  May  14. 
The  assistant  secretary  will  present  his  report,  and 
the  election  of  chairman  and  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  will  take  place.— T.  J.  W. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  JIarston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan  s  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Pnblishera  to  the  India 
9ffice.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Te.xt  Books,  class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indiiii  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 
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SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (May  1). — What  everyone  says  must  be 
true,  hence  a  free  version  of  a  local  oracle  may  read  : — 
When  snow-broth  is  down  in  the  Yale  of  the  Rhone, 
Let  the  wind  be  the  bise,  the  latidaire,  or  fiihn, 
To  start  forth  to  &sh,  one  is  more  than  half  lun'. 
'  ris  so  useless  to  try  with  the  fly,  bait,  or  spoon, 
That  one's  apt  to  return  creel-empty  and  soon. 

This  accounts  for  the  baldness  of  recent  reports. 
Nor  have  things  been  greatly  better  at  Sierre.  The 
private  trout  stream  in  that  neighbourhood  called  the 
Bramois  has  quite  recently  passed,  for  a  long  term  of 
years,  into  the  ijossession  of  a  British  sportsman, 
whose  highly  beneficial  reforms,  including  abolishing 
uetting,  proper  watching,  establishing  a  fish  hatchery, 
providing  natural  fish  food,  and  other  improvements, 
promise  to  render  the  place  unique  among  the  trout- 
fishing  grounds  of  Switzerland.  Nor,  so  far  as  has 
been  learned,  does  the  new  owner  intend  to  enforce  a 
prohibitive  reserve  against  fair  fishing  by  brother 
anglers,  the  hotel  tickets  from  the  Bellevue  still 
remaining  available,  as  well  as  others.  It  is  hoped 
later  on  to  furnish  some  report  of  another  river  (well 
spoken  of),  which  lies  on  the  Jura  side  of  Lausanne, 
when  the  weather  permits  of  a  visit  to  its  banks. — 
Eenwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's.— On  one  day  four  anglers  had 
twenty-five  pollack,  averaging  5|lb.,  and  on  another 
day  twenty-three  of  ab  -ut  the  same  weight.  Verv 
little  doing  at  other  fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — A  f«w  anglers  have  been  out  in  this 
district  recently  and  had  generally  good  sport  (for  the 
season)  at  pollack.  The  fish,  however,  did  not  run 
heavy.  Mackerel  are  again  very  numerous  off  the 
coast.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Large  shoals  of  mackerel  are  off  the 
coast,  and  in  some  places  the  boats  made  enormous 
hauls  of  them.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and 
have  had  fair  sport  at  pollack,  etc. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — On  May  3,  two  gentlemen 
caught  a  good  basket  of  codling,  and  on  the  4th  the 
visiting  anglers  had  very  fair  sport.  Mr.  Girdler 
showed  me  his  take,  consisting  of  some  very  good 
flounders,  dabs,  two  eels,  some  small  whiting  and 
codling.  The  local  anglers  have  been  getting  a  few 
good  fish. — J.  Weight. 

Darrsmane  (co.  Kerry); — Pollack  are  getting  very 
numerous  around  here,  but  anglers  are  only  just 
beginning  to  go  out  after  them.  Mackerel  are  scarce 
so  far,  but  gurnard  are  already  plentiful  on  the  usual 
fishing  grounds. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — Anglers  out  after  pollack  have  had  gener- 
ally good  sport  in  this  district,  but  other  fish  usually 
had  at  this  season  here  gave  little  or  no  sport.  The 
weather  is  now  very  favourable,  and  the  sea  quite 
calm.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Bass  are  swarming  about  our  coast 
now,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  At  the 
back  of  the  Island  is  a  good  spot  for  them.  Mr.  Honey 
has  had  good  sport  with  them.  They  are  taken  whiffing, 
although  many  were  caught  on  the  rod.  I  hear  also 
that  they  are  to  be  found  in  numbers  in  Hamoaze  ;  the 
fish  run  from  lib.  to  -ilb.,  and  show  good  fun.  Now 
would  be  the  time  for  casting  for  them  with  a  fly  or 
sand  eel.  Pollack  are  also  plentiful  and  a  fairly  good 
size,  these  are  taking  the  black  sand  eel.  The  usual 
pouting  fishing  is  affording  amusement  for  the  bottom 
fisher,  and  several  dozens  per  boat  are  being  taken. 
To  the  westward  the  boats  are  doing  well  with  the 
mackerel,  in  fact,  they  are  obliged  to  use  the  large 
mesh  nets  as  the  fish  are  so  large  that  they  will  not 
get  meshed  so  well  in  the  smaller  nets.  Everything 
bids  fair  for  a  good  season,  which  will  ba  very  accept- 
able to  the  fishermen. — W.  Heabdek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southampton. — Sea  angling  still  continues  good. 
A  few  grey  mullet  were  caught  from  the  pier  last  week, 
the  largest  about  21b.  It  is  rather  early  for  them  yet. 
The  weather  is  very  unsettled  and  cold  for  the  time  of 
the  year.  Bass  are  plentiful,  and  many  are  taken  with 
the  little  Silver  Devon  and  the  White  fly.— Ape 
Apes  (B.S.A.S.). 


JlnglttiQ  ^ixtute^ 

May  12. 

A.B.S. :  Lea  Competition  Prize  Distribution. 
May  13. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials  :  Annual  Dinner. 
May  14. 

Highbury  :  Dinner  and  Distribution. 

Walthamstov/  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  Distribution. 
May  16. 

South  London  United  :  Delegate  meeting. 


May  27. — Blackfriars  :  Annual  Dinner. 
„    28. — .Mlason  United  :  Anr.ual  Dmner. 


Ilssociafions 

(Special  MEKTiNas). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

At  the  Carlton  Angling  Society's  annual  dinner, 
which  took  place  on  May  1,  their  A.B.S.  box  was 
opened,  and  was  found  to  contain  the  handsome 
sum  of  £4  5s.  This  amount  was  paid  over  to  Mr. 
S.  Malby,  the  A.B.S.  secretary.— Ben  Abrahams. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATIONiOP  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

Delegates  from  forty-three  clubs  attended  the 
twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  this  progressive 
association,  and  throughout  this  business-like  gather- 
ing the  utmost  satisfaction  and  good  feeling  was 
displayed  by  the  crowded  audience.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  occupied  the  chair  in  the  unavoidable 
absence,  owing  to  an  important  engagement,  of  the 
President,  Mr.  C.  A.  JNIedcalf.  Important  letters 
concerning  concessions  were  read  from  the  S.E.  and 
C.  Railway,  L.  and  S.W.  Railway,  L.B.  and  S.C. 
Railway,  and  the  Metropolitan  Railway.  The 
provisional  enrolment  by  the  committee  of  the 
Thurlow  Angling  Society  was  unanimously  agreed 
to.  Councillor  Roberts,  in  returning  thanks, 
mentioned  that  his  society  had  already  a  list  of 
thirty  members,  and  included  in  their  rules  an 
insurance  of  all  members  in  the  Ocean  Accident 
Corporation  for  death  and  partial  disablement 
while  on  their  fishing  journeys,  also  at  once 
handing  over  a  guinea  donation  to  the  re-stocking 
fund,  to  which  also  the  following  donations 
had  been  received : — Friendship  Angling  Society, 
£3  ;  Athemeum,  £1  Is. ;  Oglanders,  £1  Is. ;  Peckham 
Brothers,  5s.  ;  Cosy,  5s. ;  Amicable  Waltonians,  5s. 
The  delegates  from  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Angling 
Society  also  promised  £1  Is.,  and  were  accorded 
quite  an  ovation  on  leaving  for  having  travelled  such 
a  distance  to  attend.  Mr.  G.  Kirkby  thanked  the 
delegates  for  their  reception,  and  handed  over  12s. 
as  a  donation  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
The  West  London  Angling  Society  promised  10s.  6d., 
and  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Society  10s.  6d., 
also  towards  the  re-stooking  fund.  The  Committee 
reported  having  acquired  a  new  fishery  on  the  river 
Mole  at  Esher,  about  tsvo  miles  in  length,  quite 
private  and  exclusive  amidst  pretty  surroundings, 
and  water  holding  good  stock  of  fish,  within  easy 
distance  of  London  and  quick  service  of  trains  both 
weekdays  and  Sundays,  fare  by  privilege  ticket  from 
Waterloo,  Is.  Cd.  ;  Clapham  Junction,  Is.  2d.  Also 
a  second  new  fishery  had  been  secured  for  exclusive 
use  of  members,  situated  at  Wye,  on  S.E.  &  C  R., 
one  and  a  half  miles  of  splendid  Kentish  river, 
which  it  is  known  has  yielded  grand  sport  to  one  or 
two  anglers  in  the  past.  This  is  in  addition  to  the 
capital  fisheries  on  the  Arun  at  Pulborough  (about 
five  miles)  and  at  Amberley  ;  other  waters  are  also 
receiving  the  careful  attention  of  the  Committee 
and  if  found  suitable  will  be  taken.  The  Secretary 
reported  that  the  Association  had  enjoyed  a 
most  successful  season.  The  issue  of  tickets  had 
been  highly  satisfactory,  and  pointed  to  the  fact 
that  it  had  increased  to  the  large  extent  of  1,500 
additional  members  in  the  last  few  years,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  by  continuing  to  study  the 
true  interests  of  all  classes  of  anglers  in  the 
future  as  it  had  always  done,  this  exceptional  increase 
would  be  still  further  added  to  in  the  coming  season, 
particularly  if  the  delegates  and  members  would 
continue  to  urge  their  friends  and  new  societies 
to  take  Central  tickets.  They  had  always  warmly 
supported  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  had 
contributed  to  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Nurses'  Fund, 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  subscribed  liberally  and 
consistently  to  the  'T.A.P.S.  and  all  the  other  river 
Thames  preservation  societies  in  the  upper  reaches, 
having  during  the  past  few  years  alone  voted 
upwards  of  £24  for  this  purpose  and  had  stood  alone  in 
the  past  in  defending  and  upholding  the  interests 
and  rights  of  anglers  in  the  Thames,  Arun, 
and  Suffolk  Stour.  The  recent  Thames  anglers' 
right  case  had  received  the  most  earnest 
attention  of  the  Committee,  and  although  the 
present  action  was  proceeding  somewhat  slowly 
other  efforts  and  energetic  action  would  shortly 
have  to  be  undertaken ,  even  singlehanded  if  necessary. 
The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  was 
then  proceeded  with,  when  theifollowing  were  unani- 
mously re-elected  :  President,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medoalf ; 
Vice-president  and  T.A.P.S.  representative,  Mr.W.H. 
Elsmore;  Trustee,  Mr.  Thos.  Orumplen  ;  Secretary, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  T3  ler,  Mr.  J.  Smith,;  General  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  J,  Levien,  R.  Clark,  F.  Williams,  G. 
Merry,  C.  Watling,  J.  A.  Fitch,  J.  Poole,  B.  Hill,  H. 
Holder,  C.  Marshall,  J.  Wheelhouse,  J.  J.  Smith; 
Anglers' Benevolent  Committee:  F.  Vanhegan,  J. 
Levien,  C.  Watling,  J.  Smith,  J.  Fitch,  J.  Wheel- 
house,  and  G.  Merry;  Auditors,  Messrs.  W.  Elsmore 
and  J.  Wheelhouse.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  the  officers  for  their  arduous  and  onerous 
duties  during  the  past  year.  The  secretary  reported 
that  pri  /ilege  tickets  were  well  in  hand,  and  various 


additions  were  ordered  to  be  made  in  the  guide-book. 
— All  letters  to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary, 
6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


Allason  United  Angling  Society— 

The  thirteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Allason 
United  Brothers  takes  place  on  May  28.  W.  H. 
Barker,  Trustee  Anglers'  Association,  will  preside' 
supported  by  E.  B.  Head,  Treasurer  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  many  prominent  gentlemen. — Ben. 
Abrahams. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  their  meeting  on  Wednesday  (April  30),  at 
Frascati's,  James  Pickup,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  the 
members  inaugurated  a  series  of  discussions  upon 
the  "  Coast  of  the  British  Isles  and  its  Kindred 
Fishing,"  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  month  being 
specially  set  aside  for  this  purpose,  commencing  at 
8  p.m.,  the  usual  weekly  meeting  being  suspended 
for  the  summer  months,  in  accordance  with  the 
rules,  to  be  resumed  on  July  30.  The  section  of 
the  coast  dealt  with  was  that  extending  from 
Leigh,  in  Essex,  to  Yarmouth.  Very  valuable 
information  was  afforded  by  members  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  fishing  grounds  within  the 
district,  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the  shore 
and  bottom,  tides,  description  of  fish  caught, 
modes  of  fishing,  bait,  seasons,  facilities  of  access, 
supply  of  boats  and  boatmen  and  their  charges, 
hotels  and  their  tariffs,  both  viva-voce  and  by 
written  papers.  A  very  satisfactory  mass  of  solid 
knowledge  was  thus  obtained  and  recorded  for  the 
future  use  of  the  members  of  the  society.  On 
June  4  the  coast  from  Yarmouth  to  Scarborough  will 
be  similarly  dealt  with.  Great  regret  and  sympathy 
were  expressed  by  members  at  the  sad  news  of  the 
death  on  May  6  of  Mrs.  Hanger,  the  wife  of  the 
society's  faithful  agent  at  Deal,  whose  kind  care 
many  of  the  members  held  in  good  memory.  A 
wreath  was  ordered  to  be  provided  by  the  society. 
— Hon.  Reporter. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

At  the  Extraordinary  Meeting  on  Tuesday  (May  6) 
called  for  the  purpose  of  passing  rules  and  electing 
officers,  letters  were  read  from  Messrs.  R.  B. 
Marston  and  C.  H.  Cook,  nominated  as  vice-presi- 
dents, and  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
and  other  gentlemen,  honorary  members.  The 
remainder  of  the  rules,  after  examination  and 
discussion,  were  passed.  At  the  previous  Committee 
and  Ordinary  Meeting  (conducted  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Fosbrooke)  much  business  was  also  transacted,  and 
two  gentlemen  nominated  for  membership.  There 
will  be  a  special  meeting  of  the  committee  on  May  13, 
at  C.30  p.m. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick  presided  at  a  very  interesting 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  a  discussion  took 
place  on  rods  and  lines  used  in  fly  fishing.  Much 
time  was  given  to  the  consideration  of  taper  of  lines, 
and  in  the  end  opinion  seemed  pretty  much  divided 
on  the  merits  of  taper  as  against  level  lines.  Alto- 
gether there  was  much  instruction  to  be  gained  from 
the  remarks  which  passed.  Am  sorry  to  report  that 
Mr.  James  Taylor  is  again  unwell  and  must,  there- 
fore, postpone  reading  his  paper  on  "  Rivers  and 
Rain,"  announced  for  Tuesday  next.  This  is  much 
regretted,  but  so  soon  as  Mr.  Taylor  is,  well  a 
date  will  be  arranged  for  his  paper,  of  which  due 
notice  will  be  given.  Shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
any  member  who  would  like  to  represent  the  society 
at  the  National  Angling  Clubs  competition.  Loch 
Leven,  on  June  4.  One  gentleman  was  elected,  and 
three  others  proposed.  Mr.  Close  will  be  at  Chesham 
on  Saturday  next,  and  will  be  glad  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  fly-casting  to  those  who  desire  it.  The 
reports  of  fishing  this  week  were  very  uninteresting 
comparatively.  Mr.  Hicks,  a  l|lb.  trout  from  Hert- 
ford ;  Mr.  Saunders,  four  trout  from  private  waters  ; 
Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Connellan,  trout  from  Hertford  ; 
the  chairman,  two  fish.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting. — J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society  (Cambridge) — 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  was  held  on  May  5. 
About  sixty  members  assembled  for  the  election  of 
officers,  etc.  The  auditor's  report  showed  that  the 
balance  is  on  the  right  side.  Hearty  votes  of 
thanks  were  given  to  old  retiring  officers,  also  to 
the  directors  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  for  the 
use  of  the  privilege  ticket.  A  new  idea  was  pro- 
posed by  the  president,  which  met  with  a  hearty 
response,  that  the  members  be  invited  quarterly  to 
meet  the  committee,  for  friendly  chat  on  all  fishing 
subjects  for  the  interest  of  the  club. — John  0. 
George. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society — 

On  Monday,  May  12,  we  have  our  return  visit 
from  the  Central  Association,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
will  give  us  a  lantern  lecture  with  some  scenery  of 
the  new  waters  acquired  by  the  association. — W. 
Greenwood. 
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NORTHERN   ANGLERS'   DEPOT,   19,   NEW  STATION  STREET. 


THE  REFf  ITT  MOORE  "RAPID" 


(PATENTED). 


All  Gun  Metal 

Aluminium,  Bushed  throughout 
with  Gun  Metal  - 


price  25/- 
„  30/- 

ABSOLUTELY  THE  BEST 
REEL  MADE. 

A  Rapid  Winding-  Reel  without  the  dis- 
advantagres  of  the  old  multiplier. 

NO  COMPLICATION.  SILENT  CHECK. 
NO  OVER-RUNNING. 

IMPOSSIBLE  for  Line  to  get  round  the  handle. 

No  sagging  of  Line  between  Reel  and 
Butt  Ring. 


THE  REFFITT-WIOORE  "RAPID" 

(PATENTED). 

When  fishing  upstream  and  a  fish  is  hooked  at  tho 
end  of  a  long  line,  it  can  be  quickly  brought  under 
command  of  the  rod  point  and  netted  without 
danger  of  its  passing  below  tho  angler,  and  tho 
usual  practice  of  dragging  the  line  through  tho 
rings  avoided. 

WIUI^     ILiAST     A  IL.IFEXIJVIE:. 

MADE  IN  ONE  SIZE  ONLY.   TAKES  40  YARDS  OF  LINE, 


MILLER'S  CELEBRATED  YORKSHIRE  FLIES. 


All  dressed  from  Copreet  Feathers,  and  will  kill  on  any 
River  in  the  King-dom. 
Selection  made  up  for  any  water  on  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks  1/9  doz 
Mounted  Trout  Fly  Casts  for  River,  Lake,  or  Loch,  1/6  each' 


MAY  FLIES. 

LARGE  STOCK  SUITABLE  FOR  ALL  RIVERS. 
The  "  Holmes "  May  Fly  for  Derbyshire     4/-  per  doz. 
The  "Hodson"        „         „  „  5/- 

The  "Costa"  May  Flies,  4/-;  "Sou'west"  Sunk  May 

3/-  doz. 

The  "Halford"  May  Flies,  5/-;  The  "Demon"  Sunk 

May  Fly   4/-  per  doz. 

The  "Halford"  Spent  Gnat,  5/6;  "Jackson's"  Stone 

^    Fly    S/-  pep  doz. 

Special  Egyptian  Goose  Wings    6/-  per  doz. 


THE  ''DETACHED  BADGER''  LIXES, 
Double  Tapered,  line,  Metliinii,  (tii<l  Stout, 
dressed  in  (xact  actordance  irith  directions 
f/iven  hij  F.  M.  HALFORD,  Esq. 

30  Yards  12,  6        40  Yards  -  -  -  .  15/- 

ALWAYS  SOFT.       NEVER  STICKY. 

SCOTCH  and  WELSH  FLIES      ...  1/6  doz. 

SELECTED  LAKE  PATTERNS     ...  2/-  „ 

LOCH  FLIES  (Selection  made)  ...  2/6  „ 

SEA  TROUT  FLIES     ...     2/6  3/-  3/6  „ 


MAY  FLY  CASTS. 


6  feet  Best  Tapered  Prawn  Gut 
9  feet     ,,       ,,  ,,  ,, 
9  feet     ,,       ,,       Natural  ,, 

7  feet  „ 


0/8  each,   7/-  doz. 

.      ...      1/-     „  10/6  ,. 

1/6    „  15/-  „ 

1/-     „  10/6  „ 
MAY    JPILiY  F»OINTS, 

Long,  Fine  Natural  and  Drawn  Gut    1/-  doz. 

THE 


The  "J.  E.  M./',  ROD,  as  above,  but  fitted  with  two  best  Split  Cane  Tops,  £3  3  0. 
The  "DETACHED  BADGER"  built  Split  Cane  Rods,  unbeaten;  10,  IGJ,  11  and  12  feet,  £5  5  0. 


"DETACHED  BADGER"  RODS, 

Made  throughout  from  best  old  greenheart> 
closely  wrapped ;  lock  joints  and  fully  fitted  ; 
two  tops  and  landing  handle  ;  suitable  for  wet; 
dry,  May  fly  work  ;  10^,  11  and  12  feet  42/- 


THE  "MILLER'S-THUMB  " 

DEVON. 

Absolutely  the  best  Artificial  Bait  on 
the  Market.  1/6  each. 

Kills  Trout  In  all  waters.  Hundreds  of 
Testimonials  from   all  parts  of  the 
country. 


SPINNING  TRACES,  each. 

Extra  Fine  for  Clear  Water,  9d.  each. 


MILLER'S  "ARIEL"  TACKLE, 

For  Natural  Minnow,  7d.  each. 
Complete  with  Fine  Trace,  l/'2  each. 

Gives  a  perfect  spin  and  will  kill  Trout  in  dead 
low  clear  water. 


WADING 
STOCKINGS. 


Short  Knee  Waders,  18/6 

Long  Thigh  Waders,18/6 

Wading  Trousers,  25/0 

All  op  Guakanteed 
Quality. 

MILLER'S  "WHARFEDALE"  BROGUES. 

25/-  per  pair. 

Canvas  Tops.    Best  Leather  Soles. 

or.  3ES.  nxzxsXfXSR, 


RUBBER  BROGUES. 

All  Rubber  Shoes,  10/6 

Do.  A  Leather  Soles,  12/G 

All  Rubber  Boots, 
12  6 

Do.  J  Leather 
Soles, 
14/6 

CANVAS  &  LEATHER  BROGUES. 

Laced  Fronts,  21  -  per  pair. 

THE  "WHARFEDALE"  BROGUE. 

All  Leather,  30  - 

All  nails  clinched  over  metal  washer. 


Telegrams;  "  PISCATOR,  LEEDS."      Telephone:  No.  2601. 
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Mehby  Anglees'  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  H.  Moore  presided  at  the  annual  dinner  held 
at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  Turner  was  vice- 
chairman.  Mr.  A.  Day  had  charge  of  the  excellent 
musical  arrangements;  Mr.  J.  de  Winton,  Messrs. 
Day,  H.  Vincent,  A.  Lunnon,  and  J.  Garlick  con- 
tributed to  the  programme.  "  The  Merry  Anglers," 
proposed  by  the  chairman,  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr._  G.  Jlerry  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith  responded  for  "  The 
Visitors."  The  evening  was  very  pleasant  and 
successful.  I  only  had  five  minutes  to  spare,  but 
was  very  delighted  to  sit  near  Mr.  Wilkes  and  other 
good  boys  of  the  Merry  Anglers. 

New  Centuey  Angling  Society— 

The  first  annual  dinner  was  held  on  May  1,  Mr.  J. 
J  ones,  host.  A  capital  concert  was  contributed  to  by 
the  daughter  of  the  host.  Miss  Phyllis  Jones,  and  other 
clever  vocalists.  The  president,  Mr.  F.  G.  Haines, 
in  presenting  the  prizes  said  the  club,  which  started 
last  year,  had  taken  out  forty  privilege  tickets  from 
the  Anglers'  Association.  Mr.  Collins  having  won 
the  prize  of  a  watch  at  one  of  the  club  outings,  the 
members  presented  him  with  a  chain.  The  prize 
list  for  next  season  was  started  by  an  hon.  member 
with  five  guineas  for  the  best  roach  from  the  Thames. 
Other  prize  donors  include  Mr.  W.  J.  Gee,  Mr.  S. 
Jones,  Mr.  J.  Page,  Mr.  J.  Muller,  Mr.  J.  Jones, 
and  Messrs.  Kivall,  Johnson,  Marlow,  Williams, 
Sparrow,  Frere,  Fournier,  Haines,  Mrs.  and  Mr! 
Metz,  Mr.  C.  Gray,  Mr.  Hewson.  "  The  Visitors," 
given  by  Mr.  Tooke,  was  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Kivall.    The  host  was  warmly  complimented. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society — • 

Mr.  W.  Edmonds  was  chairman  at  Monday's 
meeting,  and  again  reports  from  members  who  had 
been  trout  fishing  were  of  the  poorest  description. 
With  gales,  thunder,  hail  and  rain  to  contend 
against,  and  an  easterly  or  northerly  wind  into  the 
bargain,  it  is  not  surprising  the  trout  were  not 
moving.  The  only  satisfactory  item  of  sport  came 
from  the  chairman,  who  had  done  fairly  well  with 
Devonshire  trout.  Mr.  F.  Ward  showed  one  of 
Ogden  Smith's  new  celluloid  oil  bottles,  which  is 
unbreakable,  transparent,  and  contains,  besides  the 
usual  brush,  a  pricker  for  undoing  knots,  etc.,  and  is 
very  compact  and  ingenious.  The  hon.  Librarian 
and  Curator  announced  the  receipt  from  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  of  the  painting  he  had  presented  to  the 
museum,  entitled  "  Got  a  Bite,"  which  was  exhibited 
to  the  members.  This  is  one  of  the  few  pictures 
Mr.  R.  Seymour,  the  artist,  painted  in  oils.  It  is  a 
very  choice  and  clever  production,  and  the  donor 
was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  valuable 
gift  to  the  Society. — M.  G.  Eahle. 

South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List— 
The  annual  meeting  of  delegates  affiliated  to  the 
above  list  takes  place  on  May  16,  9  o'clock  prompt, 
at  the  Hatcham  Bros.  A.S.,  Queen  Victoria, 
Pomeroy  Street,  New  Cross.  Business  of  an  im- 
portant nature  on  the  agenda. — A.  G.  Smith. 

West  Ham  Beothers  Angling  Society — 

Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
proved  most  successful.  Mr.  J.  Frost  presided.  Some 
capital  songs  were  rendered.  During  the  interval 
the  prizes  were  presented  by  the  chairman. — R. 
Pethuest. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
AERANGEMENTS. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
cheap  excursion  bookings  on  Friday  (May  16)  from 
I^iverpool-street  and  Great  Eastern  suburban  stations 
to  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.  On  Satur- 
day (May  17),  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwin- 
stowe  (for  the  Quarries),  Chesterfield,  Manchester, 
York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  etc.,  also  to  the  principal 
towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk, 
etc.  A  special  booking-office  will  be  opened  at 
the  Liverpool-street  station  from  May  12  to  17, 
for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  to 
Wednesday,  and  other  tickets  to  the  seaside  and 
"The  Broads"  District  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  Company's 
W^est  End  Booking  Offices,  51,  New  Oxford-street ; 
215,  Edgware-road;  2,  Cockspur-street ;  120,  Brompton- 
road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West  End  Offices. 
Additional  Relieving  Trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on- 
Na!?e,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.  On  Saturday,  Special 
Trains  will  leave  Liverpool  -  street  at  9.55  a.m., 
1.3.J,  4  5  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft;  at  7.15  p.m.  to  Felix- 
sto-v^,  at  4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton-on-Pfea  and  Walton- 
on-Na!;e.  Also  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of 
Saturday  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liver- 


pool-street at  12.20  night  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge,  at 
12.25  night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  via 
Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
The  supper  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3  night 
for  Colchester  and  Clacton-on-Sea  as  usual.  On  Bank 
Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchurch-street  via  Shenfield  to  Southend- 
on-Sea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch ;  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich, 
Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  and  frorn 
St.  Pancras  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely, 
and  Hertford.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  ali 
trains  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House. 
A  special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  at  frequent 
intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenohurch-street,  and 
Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Rye  House.  Restaurant  Cars  are  now  run 
daily  on  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m. 
for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth, 
and  on  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.0  a.m.  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  only  from 
Liverpool-street  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer. 


SEA  BIEDS.* 


FsoM  the  way  in  which  some  of  the  lochs  on  the 
western  coast  of  Scotland  teem  with  animal  life  in  the 
way  of  sea  and  shell  fish,  one  would  naturallv  expect 
their  shores  to  be  tenanted  in  an  equal  degree  by  the ' 
birds  which  ordinarily  live  upon  them.  In  this  respect, 
however,  I  have  been  somewhat  disappointed,  those 
which  one  finds  along  the  sides  of  such  lochs  being 
for  the  most  part  confined  to  curlews,  herons,  oyster- 
catchers  (which  are,  by  the  way,  very  good  eating), 
and  ring  dotterel,  none  of  them  often  appearing  in  any 
great  numbers.  I  should  perhaps  except  curlews,  of 
which  one  sees  a  good  many  occasionally  ;  and  herons, 
which  are  very  abundant.  On  one  occasion,  near  the 
mouth  of  Loch  Duich,  about  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber, I  saw  a  very  unusual  number  of  these  birds  on  wing 
together.  There  must  have  been  several  hundred  of 
them  flapping  to  and  fro  with  a  lazy  desultory  flight, 
and  looking  at  a  distance,  against  the  dark  wooded 
bank  of  the  loch,  like  so  many  great  white  moths. 
Ordinarily,  a  dozen  would  probably  have  been  the 
maximum  number  one  would  have  met  with  in  passing 
from  one  extremity  of  the  loch  to  the  other.  There 
appeared,  so  far  as  I  could  make  out,  to  be  no  particular 
inducement  which  could  tend  to  the  gathering  together 
of  this  extraordinary  assemblage.  Migration  naturally 
suggests  itself  as  a  possible  cause,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  herons  are  in  the  habit  of  changing  their  quarters 
in  such  large  bodies,  nor  is  September  the  time  of  year 
when  one  would  have  expected  such  a  movement  to 
take  place;  unless,  indeed,  the  old  birds  may  have 
been  leading  their  young  ones  away  from  their  breed- 
ing stations  to  their  autumn  feeding-grounds.  They 
could  certainly  at  that  time  scarcely  elsewhere  find  a 
more  ample  supply  of  food,  as  cuddies  (to  say  nothing 
of  other  fish)  then  abound  in  all  the  lochs  and  bays  of 
that  coast  to  an  extent  almost  inconceivable. 

A  very  remarkable  and  extensive  mortality  was 
observed  to  prevail  at  one  time  amongst  several  species 
of  sea-birds  along  the  west  coasts  of  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  Eagland,  the  species  more  particularly  affected 
by  it  appearing  to  be  guillemots,  razor-bills,  puffins, 
and  gulls,  numbers  of  which  were  picked  up  along  the 
shore,  the  greater  part  dead,  but  some  still  alive, 
though  so  reduced  and  helpless  that  they  could  be 
taken  up  by  the  hand.  A  friend  of  mine  in  the  Isle 
of  Arran  picked  up  in  the  course  of  one  morning's 
walk  upwards  of  fifty  dead  and  dying,  mostly  guille- 
mots and  razor-bills,  but  including  a  few  of  the  two 
other  kinds  mentioned. 

This  mortality  was  noticed  at  several  different  places 
along  the  coast,  and  appeared  to  have  a  very  wide 
range,  extending  as  far  round  on  the  south  coast  as 
Bournemouth.  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  it  further 
to  the  westward,  but  am  informed  that  there  was  a 
marked  falling  off  this  summer  from  the  usual  number 
of  these  birds  which  annually  resort  to  the  Freshwater 
Cliffs  to  breed.  This  circumstance  would  lead  to  the 
supposition  that  there  must  have  been  some  similar 
visitation  among  them  last  year. 

The  birds  which  were  thus  picked  up  were,  I  am 
told,  thin,  but  scarcely  so  emaciated  as  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  they  had  become  thus  reduced  merely  from 
starvation. 

In  the  absence  of  any  light  which  may  have  been 
thrown  on  the  subject  by  dissection  or  otherwise,  of 
the  existence  of  which  I  am  not  aware,  the  actual 
cause  of  this  mortality  must  remain  a  matter  of  doubt, 
but  it  may  probably,  without  hesitation,  be  assigned  to 
one  of  the  three  following — namely,  starvation,  poison, 
or  disease.  With  regard  to  the  first,  it  is  just  possible 
that  from  some  atmospheric  or  other  cause  the  fish, 
which  form  almost  exclusively  the  food  of  these 
birds,  may  have  kept  so  far  out  at  sea,  and  so  deep, 
as  to  be  inaccessible  to  them  ;  or  again,  they  may  hav^ 
been  by  some  means  diverted  from  their  usual  course. 
The  gulls  are  said  to  have  apparently  suffered  less 

*  From  Cornwall  Simeon's  volume.; 


than  the  other  three  species,  a  circumstance  which 
(as  gulls  do  not  feed  so  exclusively  on  fish)  would,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  tend  to  support  this  view  of  the  case. 
The  second  cause,  that  of  poison,  though  indeed 
possible,  yet  seems  so  extremely  improbable  that  I 
think  it  may  be  dismissed  as  scarcely  worth  con- 
sideration. The  last,  that  of  disease,  appears  to  me 
at  once  the  simplest  and  most  probable.  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  sea-birds  should  enjoy  an  immunity 
from  epidemics  any  more  than  land-birds— grouse,  for 
instance— and  to  some  such  visitation  I  should  be 
inclined  to  attribute  the  mortality  which  has  thus 
raged  amongst  them.  If  but  one  species  had  been 
attacked  I  should  have  had  scarcely  any  doubt  on  the 
subject,  but  there  is  on  the  whole,  I  think,  less 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  this  conclusion  than  any  other. 

Had  only  a  few  birds  been  picked  up  on  one  part  of 
the  coast,  their  deaths  might  have  been  very  fairly 
attributed  to  weather,  but  it  seems  scarcely  possible 
that  any  storm  could  have  at  once  so  wide  a  range 
a,nd  so  extensively  destructive  an  effect. 


A  ROUGH  NIGHT  ON  A  GLOUCESTER 
FISHING  SMACK. 


Safely  stowed  away  in  your  bunk  below  while  the 
vessel  is  hove  to,  down  in  the  cabin  taking  comfort, 
gives  you  only  a  smothered  conception  of  what  it  is 
outside.  Of  course  it  was  nearer  the  real  thing  than 
if  you  were  buried  in  an  inside  state-room  on  an  ocean 
liner.  By  snuggling  up  to  her  planking  you  could  get 
your  shoulder  to  within  three  inches  of  the  swirling 
sea  beneath  her  and  early  catch  the  premonitory 
heave  of  every  sea.  In  advance,  the  side  of  the  vessel 
would  sag  away  from  you  so  that  you  would  be  rolled 
to  the  locker  side  of  your  bunk.  She  would  go  up,  up, 
up,  and  away  to  leeward.  She  would  poise  there  a 
moment  waiting,  shivering  with  fear.  Then  the  sea 
itself  would  come.  You  could  hear  the  roaring  of  it 
for  some  little  time  before  it  struck.  Then  over  your 
head  on  deck  would  be  a  rumbling,  swashing,  a 
pounding  and  thumping  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  her.  A  barrel  of  it  would  dart  under  the  hatch  and 
come  down  the  companion-way.  The  little  vessel 
would  resist,  struggle,  fight  to  hold  back.  You  could 
imagine  her  nerves  tightening  with  its  dread  and 
strain,  but  after  it  she  would  be  drawn.  She  was  only 
sixty  tons,  remember— a  little  thing.  She  would  be 
flung,  rolled  away  and  away,  and  then  suddenly 
brought  up  with  a  jolt.  She  would  quiver  to  her  very 
keel  after  that  and  you  could  almost  imagine  her 
heart  thumping  against  her  ribs;  then  she  would 
gamely  pull  herself  together  and  brace  for  the  next 
one. 

Into  the  cabin  came  at  regular  intervals  one  of  the 
drenched  watch.  In  yellow  oilskins,  rubber  boots, 
black  sou'-wester,  and  roomy  woollen  mitts,  he  would 
stand  on  the  last  step  of  the  companion-way,  study 
the  clock,  look  around,  point  a  finger  at  somebody  or 
other,  hail:  "Your  watch.  Bill,"  or  Mike,  or  Henry, 
or  whatever  it  might  be.  The  man  indicated  would 
look  up  reproachfully,  check  up  the  time  on  the  clock, 
take  half  a  dozen  last  regretful  puffs,  stifle  the  fire  in 
the  bowl,  poke  the  pipe  itself  somewhere  under  the 
mattress  of  his  bunk,  and  take  down  his  storm-clothes. 
—From  "The  Gloucester  Fishermen,"  by  James  B. 
Connolly,  in  the  April  Scribner's. 


FIFTY  THOUSAND  GOLDFISH. 


"  The  seining  of  the  pond  at  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago, 
recently,  kept  a  force  of  men  busy  two  days  and  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  goldfish  numbering  nearly  50,000, 
according  to  the  estimate  made  by  Head  Anlmai 
Keeper  De  Vry  from  a  count  of  several  bucketfuls,  and 
the  multiplication  of  those  figures  by  the  number  of 
buckets  required  to  transport  the  little  fishes  to  a  tank 
in  the  yard  of  the  Asiatic  white  buffalo.  This  tank  is 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  in  length,  say  eight  or 
nine  feet  in  width,  and  about  three  feet  deep,  and  a 
view  of  the  immense  number  of  beautiful  little  golden- 
coloured  fishes  of  the  carp  family  disporting  them- 
selves in  the  clear  water,  constantly  supplied  from  a 
one-inch  pipe,  is  a  most  novel  and  inspiring  sight  to 
the  lover  of  the  beautiful  finny  tribes.  Probably  no 
such  number  of  goldfish  ever  were  seen  in  so  con- 
tracted space,  yet,  despite  the  handling  they  had 
received  during  the  transfer  from  their  original 
quarters,  nearly  all  appeared  in  perfect  condition  and 
very  few  had  been  so  injured  as  to  die.  Under  the 
management  of  Keeper  De  Vry  these  goldfish  will  be 
sold,  in  that  way  becoming  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
park  commissioners,  as  they  were  last  vear  ;  while  a 
sufficient  number  has  been  left  in  the  north  pond  to 
propagate,  and  with  which  to  restock  the  seined  waters. 
During  the  process  of  seining  a  large  number  of  carp, 
bullheads,  sunQsh,  etc.,  were  removed,  of  which  no 
record  was  kept,  the  people  who  chose  being  allowed 
to  carry  them  away  ad  libitum.  Another  result  of  the 
two  days'  work  was  the  cleansing  of  the  pond,  a  fact 
that  cannot  fail  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  goldfish 
which  will  inhabit  the  waters  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year." — American  Field 
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TORTOISE  SHELL  MIXTURE 

i  lb.  Tins,  1/8. 

Of  many  mixtures  the  Best  and  Purest, 

KTO    FOREIOyr  CAPITAL 

W,  A,  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipstvich,  London 


BENETHINtC 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1  /6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1  /6  each. 


GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  7/. 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints)  9/. 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART    FLY  ROD,   2  tops,  top  case. 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings  10  ft 
11  ft.  or  12  ft.  . . 

BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints', 
Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft.        ..  .. 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra 

X.B.—AU  Hods  are  priced  complete  tvHh  Buys. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,   NATURAL,   MEDIUM  and   STRONG  CASTS 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each.  ' 
"HERCULES  "  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


C:-A.TAI*OC3r  Truss  POSTF 

Mention  "Fishing-  Gazette." 


CHEAPSlOE,  LONDON,  E.C, 


A  NEW   SXJMIVIER  HOME!  

THE    LAKES    OF    PLITVICE  (Croatia) 

ARE   THE   MOST   PICTURESQUE   IN  EUROPE. 


Good  Hotel. 

Seventeen  Lakes,  Tliirty  Cascades,  amidst 
J.harmmg  Scenery,  and  in  a  Land  of  Uni.Hie 
Interest.  Excellent  Cycling  Ruads  and  Pio- 
mena,le,s  (.lO  Kilymetres  already  completed) 
around  the  Lake-Shores. 


VERY  VARIED  FLORA. 
LAWN  TENNIS. 


BATHS. 
CROQUET. 


Artistic  Chalets  Built  of  Stone,  and  with 
Lots  of  about  2000  square  yards  FOR  SALE 
from  £250  each,  FREKHOL  ).    For  narti™lars 

13.  ^Burleigh  Street,  Covent  darden,  London; 

Season— May  1  to  Sept.  30, 

.  •^H"^'^  Summer  months  an  Auto-Mohile  Line 
Will-coiiuect  Plltvic;e  with  the  OOULIN  s!at  on 
to  Bntla  Prj?"\"  S'^t'' Railroad  from  Fiilme 
M  JJuaa-festl.    And  a  Carriage  SerWce  will 

Tthe'l''^''  ^i'^^'"'  I'-^'V?  Jospidol  StaS 
it  Jin,,.  ^  Railroad.  Both  these  Railroad 
Auram  Tn.?h  connected  with  Vienna  via 
s£^™^,«  Another  Picturesque  Route  is  by 
Btesmera  from  Flume  to  Zeneu.  thencp  hi 
Carriage  ot  Cycle  to  the  Plitvlc?iakM,  ' 


t  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WAnFgS]  I  ANDERSONS^ 


GOLD  MEDAL 


WADERS] 


ANDERSONS^™eWADERS 
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CUARANTEE 


TWENTY. EIGHT 
MEDALS  &  AWARDS 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND  COM- 
BINATION WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  pattern.  Super  slate 
Angola  Legs,  and  with 
Leather  Brogues  attached. 
For  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
SS/-  per  pair. 

MAGNIFICENT  ^ 
BARGAINS. 

In  consequence  of  the 
new  pattern,  we  are  offer- 
ing our  old  pattern  of 
BUCKLAND  WADERS  (84/- 
originally)  for  -iS/-  ; 
HAMPSHIRE  WADERS  (55/- 
usually)  for  32/6  cash 

with  order. 
Out  of  70  pairs  uf  abnce  we  have 
"Illy  e  pairs  left.    Sizct  5  tn  7. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

5n&la  IRubbcr  /Iftamifacturcrs, 
37,  Quieeni  Yicto»?ia.  St]?eet,  X^ondon,  E.C 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal^WaT^frs]  rANDERSONV  gold,meda"l1vaDERS 


THE  CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 

RAINBOW  TWO^YEAR^OLD  TROUT 

FOR    DELIVERY    AT  ONCE. 

For  Prices,  apply  to   MANAGER,    CHORLEY    WOOD,  HERTS. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12«.  6d. 
London  :  SAKPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  <t  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan'i  House,  Fetle:  Late  E.C. 
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It  isn't  the  prize  roe  like,  it's  the  praise  loc  get  for 
getting  th?  prize. — 

"A  Man  of  His  Word."   Act  III.  (B.  Lawbence). 


It  lias  been  the  painful  duty  of  Deal  members  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Association  to  place  a  wreath  on 
the  grava  of  Mrs.  Hanger,  wife  of  Mr.  Edward  Hanger, 
the  Association's  agent  at  the  glorious  old  Cinque 
Port.  Anglers  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land  tender  their  sincere  sympathy  to  Mr.  Hanger, 
"  Ned  "  as  he  is  affectionately  called,  who  shared  with 
his  lamented  wife  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who 
knew  them.  A  long  and  painful  illness  was  terminated 
on  Tuesday  evening  ;  a  kindly  and  large-hearted  woman 
now  rests  in  peace. 


That  right  good  fellow,  "  Izaak  "  (not  Walton,  but 
I.  W.  Foster,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  River 
Trent  Anti-Pollution  Society),  writes  from  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  Nottingham: — "Dear  Dragnet, — 

"  Ephemera,  Day  Ply,  ob  May  Fly. 

■  "  These  flies  take  their  name  of  May  Fly  from  the 
shortness  of  their  life,  and  are  distinguished  into 
several  species.  Some  live  several  days ;  others  do 
not  take  flight  till  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  live  not 
to  the  rising  of  that  luminary.  Some  exist  but  one 
hour,  others  but  half  that  time,  in  which  short  period 
they  comply  with  all  calls  of  Nature.  The  following 
speech,  supposed  to  be  delivered  by  an  ancient 
Ephemera  to  a  surrounding  multitude  of  his  fellow- 
insects,  is  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin  : — '  My  Brethren, — It  was  the  opinion  of 
learned  philosophers  of  our  race,  who  lived  and 
flourished  long  before  my  time,  that  this  vast  world, 
the  Moulin  Joli,  could  not  itself  subsist  more  than 
eighteen  hours  ;  and  I  think  there  was  some  foundation 
for  that  opinion,  since  by  the  apparent  motion  of  the 
great  luminary,  that  gives  life  to  all  Nature,  and 
which  in  my  time  has  evidently  declined  considerably 
towards  the  ocean  at  the  end  of  the  earth,  it  must 
then  finish  its  course,  be  extinguished  in  the  waters 
that  surround  us,  and  leave  the  world  in  cold  and 
darkness,  necessarily  producing  universal  death  and 
destruction.  I  have  lived  seven  of  these  hours — a 
great  age,  being  no  less  than  four  hundred  and  twenty 
minutes  of  time !  I  have  seen  generations  born, 
flourish,  and  expire. 

"  '  My  present  friends  are  the  children  and  grand- 
children of  the  friends  of  my  youth,  who  are  now  alas  1 
no  more.  And  I  must  soon  follow  them ;  for  by  the 
course  of  Nature,  though  still  in  health,  I  cannot 
expect  to  live  above  seven  or  eight  minutes  longer. 
What  now  avails  all  my  toil  and  labour  in  amassing 
honey-dew  on  thi=i  leaf  which  I  cannot  live  to  enjoy  ? 
What  the  political  struggles  I  have  been  engaged  in  for 
the  good  of  my  compatriot  inhabitants  of  this  bush, 
or  my  philosophical  studies  for  the  benefit  of  our  race 
in  general !  for  in  politics  (what  can  laws  do  without 
morals?)  our  present  race  of  Ephemera  v(»il],  in  a 
<;ourse  of  minutes,  become  corrupt,  like  those  of  other 
and  older  bushes,  and  consequently  as  wretched  ;  and 
in  philosophy  how  small  our  progress.  Alas  I  art  is 
long,  and  life  is  short  I  My  friends  would  comfort  me 
with  the  idea  of  a  name  they  say  I  shall  leave  behind 
me,  and  they  tell  me  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
Nature  and  to  glory.  But  what  will  fame  be  to  an 
Ephemera  who  no  longer  exists  ?  And  what  will 
become  of  all  history  in  the  eighteenth  hour,  when 
the  world  itself,  even  the  whole  Moulin  Joli,  shall 
come  to  its  end,  and  be  buried  in  a  universal  ruin  ?  '  " 


Miss  Westox  continues  her  good  and  ever-increasing 
work  for  the  Navy  and  Army.  At  a  crowded  meeting 
at  Exeter  Hall  she  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  sad 
fatalities  that  had  occurred  in  the  Navy— in  the  loss  of 
the  Condor,  the  gun  accident  in  the  Mars,  and  the 
latest  sad  accident  in  the  Formidable — and  gave  very 
pathetic  details  as  to  the  families  she  had  been  able 
to  help  until  Admiralty  pensions  or  gratuities  should 
come. 


Me.  John  Macdonald,  of  the  Altnacealgach  Hotel, 
Sutherland,  N.B.,  sends  some  of  his  fishing  cards, 
giving  particulars  of  "  record  baskets "  and  big 
catches  in  his  part  of  Bonnie  Scotland.  Last  season 
those  who  fished  such  lochs  as  Boarlan,  Urigill,  Cama, 
and  Veyatie  had,  indeed,  a  good  time.  During  the 
season,  11  baskets  ranging  from  100  to  IGG  trout  were 
got.  Thirty-five  baskets  ranged  from  GO  to  100,  99 
from  40  to  60,  and  158  from  20  to  40  trout.  The  total 
weight  of  individual  baskets  for  one  day  ranged  up  to 
.3Glb.  There  are  excellent  prospects  for  the  coming 
season. 


My  friend,  Mr,  "  Semper  Yigilans,"  has  sent  me  a 
small  tin  of  snuff— "  S.  P.,  Top  Mill,"  No.  1  quality 
— coupled  with  the  following  snuffy  anecdotes ;  "  I 
was  travelling  by  rail  the  other  day — third  class  as 
usual.  I  prefer  third  class,  for  you  meet  with  chatty 
people — i  e  ,  if  you  pass  your  snuff  box  round.  Well, 
there  were  throe  elderly  men  in  the  compartment. 
No.  1  declined  the  proffered  pinch,  remarking,  "  If 
Nature  had  intended  me  to  take  snuff,  my  nose  would 
have  been  upside  down."  Second  party:  "I  have  no 
wish  to  turn  my  nose  into  a  dustbin  !  "  Third  party, 
thinking  no  doubt  the  others  were  rather  hard  upon 
me,  remarked  :  "  Only  clever  people  (like  "  Dragnet  ") 
take  snuff  !  " 


A  Scotchman,  travelling  by  rail,  offered  his  snuff 
mull  to  a  brother  Scot,  who  had  an  abnormally  large 
nose,  who  declined  the  proffered  pinch.  After  a  pause 
the  man  with  the  snuff  box  said,  "  I've  been  thinking 
it's  an  aye  great  pity,  for  you've  got  grand  accommo- 
dation for  it  I  " 


This  cutting  is  from  the  Daily  Mail,  and  comes 
from  the  Snowdon  Ranger  Hotel,  near  Carnarvon : — 
"  There  is  a  man  named.  Hugh  Owen  living  here, 
aged  ninety-one,  who  walks  every  day  ten  miles  to 
Bedgelert  and  back.  He  is  in  the  most  robust  health, 
can  drink  his  thr6e  pints  of  ale  per  diem,  retains  all 
his  faculties,  is  a  good  all-round  sportsman,  and  shines 
at  angling.  This,  I  think,  is  a  record  hard  to  beat.— 
Yours  truly,  P.  J.  Ilton." 


If  all  (or  even  half)  of  our  officers  in  South  Africa 
had  been  anglers,  methinks  they  would  have  caught 
De  Wet  a  year  or  two  ago. 


May  is  a  pious  fraud  of  the  almanac, 
A  ghastly  parody  of  real  Spring 
Shax^ed  out  of  snow  and  breathed  with  eastern 
wind ; 

Or  if,  o'er  confident,  she  trust  the  date, 

And,  with  her  handful  of  anemones, 

Herself  as  shivery,  steal  into  the  sua. 

The  season  need  but  turn  his  hour-glass  round, 

And  Winter  suddenly,  like  crazy  Lear, 

Reels  back  and  brings  the  dead  May  in  his  arms. 

— Lowell. 


Her  Majesty  the  Qdeen  will  exhibit  at  the  Bull 
Dog  Club's  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Show  to  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, and  Thursday.  A  record  display  will  be  benched. 
The  circus  and  entertainments  will  proceed  as  usual. 


Among  the  fine  troop  of  Indian  elephants  now 
performing  in  London,  a  tremendous  bull  became 
more  than  a  match  for  the  keepers.  The  owner, 
although  at  a  great  loss,  decided  to  have  him  destroyed, 
but  would  not  consent  to  this  being  done  unless  in  the 
most  humane  way.  The  services  of  the  well-known 
gun  and  rifle  maker,  Mr.  W.  W.  Greener,  who  is  also 
famous  for  his  humane  instrument  for  painlessly 
killing  horses  and  oxen,  were  called  in,  whose  manager, 
Mr.  Rowland  Oliver,  an  expert  shot,  promptly  re- 
sponded, and  at  midnight  shot  the  ponderous  beast 
with  a  "  Greener  High  Velocity  "  -577  bore,  double- 
barrel  express  rifle,  using  eighty  grains  of  cordite  and 
a  bullet  of  nickel  and  lead  weighing  650  grains.  Three 
shots  were  fired.  The  first  killed  him,  but  the  other 
two  gave  him  certain  quietus.  The  head,  a  valuable 
trophy,  is  being  preserved  and  set  up,  and  will  shortly 
be  on  view  at  68,  Hayniarket,  S.W. 


A  PUBLIC  meeting  in  support  of  the  privilege  of  free 
fishing  in  the  river  Alyn,  now  threatened  with 
extinction,  was  held  in  a  field  at  Rossett,  kindly  lent 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  on  Saturday.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  Mr.  J.  M.  Frith  presiding.  A  resolution 
was  passed,  "  That  this  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rossett,  Marford,  and  Gresford  protest  against  the 
action  of  taking  away  their  free  privilege  of  fishing  in 
the  river  Alyn,  which  they  have  enjoyed  from  time 
immemorial,  and  are  determined  to  use  all  lawful 
means  to  maintain  them  undiminished  for  ever." 


The  May  part  of  M' Call's  Racing  Chronicle,  pub- 
lished at  the  Turf  Steam  Press  Works,  7,  Hunter 
street,  Liverpool,  is  to  hand.  Readers  who  indulge  in 
a  "  mild  gamble  "  know  the  value  of  this  handy  little 
volume,  which  is  published  monthly. 


On  his  return  from  the  Isles  of  Soilly,  the  Homeland 
Association  (St.  Bride's  House,  24,  St.  Bride-street, 
Fleet-street,  E.G.)  forwarded  to  His  Majesty,  with 
other  volumes,  a  copy  of  their  Handbook  for  the 
charming  flower  growing  islands.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  King's  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  the  beautiful 
and  interesting  health  resorts  of  Great  Britain,  His 
Majesty  not  only  accepted  the  copy,  but  has  expressed, 
through  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  his  wish  to  receive  all 
further  "  Homeland  Handbooks  "  to  be  issued  by  the 
Association, 


Mb.  C.  H.  Whekley  writes  :  "  Once  again  the  trout 
stocking  question  has  arisen,  and  there  is  some  talk, 
and  more  than  talk,  of  the  formation  of  local  com- 
mittees to  raise  funds  and  attend  to  the  business  of 
stocking  the  Thames  with  trout.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  time  the  matter  will  meet  with  the  success 
it  entirely  deserves,  and  that  all  who  concern  them- 
selves will  do  their  best  to  pull  well  together  and 
further  the  business  to  the  very  best  of  their  endeavours. 
What  so  often  makes  the  whole  thing  a  failure  is 
jealousy  between  individuals  and  societies,  and  if  the 
question  of  restocking  with  trout  is  to  be  brought  to 
a  successful  conclusion  peace  had  best  be  declared  at 
the  outset  by  all  parties,  and  the  furtherance  of  sport 
be  in  each  man's  mind. 

****** 

"As  far  as  things  have  at  present  gone,  the  idea 
suggested  is  that  local  committees  should  be  formed 
at  each  angling  resort,  Chertsey,  Laleham,  Shepperton, 
Weybridge,  Sunbury,  and  others,  for  the  collection  of 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  fish.  IMeetings  would  then 
be  called  at  any  particular  centre  for  the  arrangement 
of  business,  and  the  sooner  such  an  excellent  idea  is 
carried  out  the  better  for  Thames  trout  fishers.  The 
opinion  seems  general  that  only  fish  of  good  size  should 
be  placed  in  the  river. 

*  *  »  ♦  • 

"  Difficulties  of  detail  should  easily  be  arranged,  and 
I  would Jike  to  see  the  question  warmly  taken  up  by 
Weybridge  anglers,  for  we  have  many  men  in  Wey- 
bridge who  fish  constantly,  and  who  have  the  interests 
of  fish  and  fishing  continually  under  discussion. 
There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  anglers  in  Weybridge 
to  form  a  very  successful  angling  society.  I  merely 
hint  at  this,  as  things  seem  to  be  inclining  that  way, 
and  the  present  is  an  excellent  time  to  arrange  such 
matters.  Nothing  can  be  done  for  many  months  as 
regards  the  actual  placing  of  trout  in  the  water.  The 
first  question  is  to  find  the  funds  for  that  purpose ; 
the  question  of  purchase  and  method  require  time  for 
careful  consideration." 


Mb.  Chas.  C.  Capbl,  of  Mount  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  has  not  been  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the 
North  Pole  or  sneering  at  the  equator,  but  he  has 
been  "  making  remarks  "  about  hedgehogs  and  moor- 
hens. Mr.  Capel  writes : — "  Having  been  in  former 
days  keenly  interested  in  pisciculture,  allow  me  to 
remind  those  similarly  engaged  that  hedgehogs  and 
moorhens  are  enemies  to  the  Salmonidse.  They  are 
active  robbers  of  nests.  Hedgehogs  are  very  strong  in 
the  water,  swimming  with  ease  against  a  rapid  stream, 
and  with  their  muscular  claws  they  turn  up  the  nests 
of  trout  or  salmon,  and  make  a  goodly  haul  therefrom. 
They  will  breast  a  very  rapid  stream ;  and  cold  water, 
as  near  the  freezing  point  as  may  be,  seems  to  have  no 
terrors  for  them.  The  eggs  of  the  Salmonidse  are  a 
welcome  prey  to  nearly  every  animal  that  will  face 
water,  and  they  have  a  charm  that  secures  the  atten- 
tive search  of  nearly  every  creature  that  will  face  cold 
water.  Aquatic  birds,  rats  (both  house  and  water), 
hedgehogs,  beetles,  and  their  larva,  the  so-called  fresh- 
water shrimp,  are  deadly  foes.  Hence  the  advantage, 
nay,  the  necessity,  of  artificial  breeding  of  the  Salmonid» 
where  full  results  are  required.  By  artificial  means 
nearly  ninety-eight  per  cent,  can  be  hatched  out  in 
favourable  circumstances,  whereas  when  left  to  Nature 
the  eggs  are  at  the  mercy  of  every  creature  that  comes 
across  them."  Having  read  this  I  shall  say  to  the 
hedgehog,  "Avauntl"  and|the  moorhen  and  "  Dragnet " 
will  not,  for  the  future,  be  on  speaking  terms. 


I  WAS  spinning  for  pike  with  a  "  Devon  "  a  while 
ago  in  the  River  Costa,  Yorkshire,  and  had  a  little 
boy  with  me  (son  of  a  farmer).  On  landing  a  pike, 
he  took  hold  of  my  line  to  examine  it,  and  remarked, 
"It's  very  '  darty '  "  (i.e.,  sticky);  it  was  a  newly- 
dressed  silk  line.  On  handling  the  pike,  he  exclaimed  : 
"  It's  very  '  slee-up  '  "  (i.e.,  very  slippery)  I 


"What  is  gender?"  asked  the  teacher  at  the 
grammar  class.  "  Gender  is  the  thing  wot  tells  yer 
wot  sort  of  sex  a  man  is,"  answered  the  little  boy  with 
the  snub  nose. 


The  cricket  season  is  in  full  swing.  Is  it  ?  "  How's 
that,  umpire?/'  "Its  snowball."  Cricket  this  week 
has  been  played  in  snow-shoes,  and  the  wicket  keepers 
have  had  to  sit  over  a  paraffin  stove  to  keep  them 
thawed.  "Flowery  May  "  revellers  have  had  to  wear 
skates,  and  furs  and  frieze  have  been  the  only  wear. 
"  Hail,  rain  and  snow."  That  is  the  report  daily 
received,  only  varied  by  "  Snow,  hail,  and  rain."  Here 
and  there,  as  at  sunny  Weymouth,  meteorologists  have 
been  a  bit  brighter,  but  "Blow,  blow,  thou  wintry 
wind  I  "  has  been,  generally  speaking,  the  order  of  the 
day.  Well,  it's  all  right.  There  must  be  an  average 
fall  oPi^hail,  rain,  and  snow,  and  we  are  getting  it  all 
now,  so  that  there  may  be  beautiful  blue  skies  and 
dancing  sunbeams  when  that  lovely  Coronation  feeling 
comes  stealing  over  the  British  nation  and 
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mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  o£  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association  the  important  matter 
re  the  annual  association  contest  and  excursion  was 
introduced.  Three  places  were  put  forward,  namely, 
the  Witham  in  Lincolnshire,  the  Thames  at  Abingdon, 
and  the  river  Severn  at  Tewkesbury.  Upon  the  vote 
being  taken  the  majority  of  the  committee  were  in 
favour  of  the  latter  place.  The  river  here  could  be 
fished  on  both  sides  of  the  Mythe  Bridge  below  the 
weir  down  to  Lower  Lode,  instead  of  as  in  former  years 
fishing  the  contest  towards  Upton-on-Severn.  One 
important  argument  was  introduced  upon  the  question 
—that  was,  seeing  that  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
remain  loyal  to  the  Birmingham  Association  they 
should  receive  all  the  patronage  possible  this  year, 
and  as  Tewkesbury  is  on  the  Midland  system  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  delegates  will  fall  in  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  The  railway 
fare  will  be  about  half  of  that  paid  to  Abingdon,  and 
the  fishing  will  be  found  to  be  equally  as  good.  The  con- 
test will  be  fished  on  the  second  Monday  in  September. 
The  Gun  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  concert  in 
aid  of  their  prize  fund  on  Monday  evening  last  at  their 
club  house  in  Bath-street ;  the  room  was  crowded  to 
excess,  in  fact  standing  room  could  not  be  found.  The 
concert  was  a  gre  it  success  from  all  points  of  view, 
'  and  from  what  I  hear  the  sum  to  be  handed  over  to 
the  prize  fund  will  go  a  long  way  to  make  the  prizes 
worthy  of  the  society.  Mr.  T.  Coles  acted  as  chairman, 
and  sent  things  along  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  We  are  having  some  very  cold  weather, 
with  north-east  winds.  We  have  had  a  little 
snow  and  also  hailstorms  which  have  done  some  little 
damage  to  the  fruit  trees  in  the  valley  of  the  Avon. 
Trout  fishing  during  the  past  week  has  been  better, 
during  the  midday  the  fish  have  been  on  the  rise. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  reservoir  at 
Whitacre,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barnt  Green 
some  decent  fish  have  bean  taken.  Things  have  been 
very  quiet  on  the  Severn,  the  high  winds  and  bad 
weather  being  very  much  against  the  fishermen  ;  with 
warmer  weather  sport  should  be  better. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  inclement  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  consequently  not  much  sport 
has  been  anticipated  on  any  of  our  local  waters 
yet  both  the  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  canal,  and 
most  of  the  tributaries  are  in  very  fair  order 
either  for  operations  with  the  fly,  minnow  or  worm' 
and  when  more  genial  weather  intervenes  sport 
should  be  fairly  good.  In  the  top  stretches  of  the 
river  a  few  brace  of  small  trout  have  been  taken, 
running  from  Jib.  to  about  lib.  each,  at  times 
during  the  week  when  the  weather  proved  a  little 
favourable ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  odd  fish 
were  picked  up  here  and  there  by  worm-fishers. 
In  the  Beverley  Angling  Association  match  at 
Hull  Bridge  the  first  prize-winner,  Mr.  H.  Stock, 
secured  a  nice  trout  of  a  little  over  21b,  At  the  Hull 
and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
open  match  on  Saturday,  May  3,  at  Dunswell, 
owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  only 
about  two  hundred  anglers  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  sport  was  very  poor.  Another  new 
angling  society  has  been  added  to  our  long  list  of 
local  clubs,  and  this  time  hailing  from  the  "  Old 
Town,"  the  headquarters  being  at  the  Excelsior  Tavern 
m  High-street.  It  is  called  the  Coronation  Angling 
Club.  Another  new  club,  the  King's  Own  A.S.,  will 
open  their  season  to-day  (Saturday),  and  fish  their 
first  club  match  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

When  it  becomes  generally  known  that  the  "  test 
case"  at  Wrexham,  on  May  5,  went  against  the  public 
much  regret  will  be  felt.  A  "  case  "  is  to  be  stated  for  a 
higher  court,  so  that  there  is  a  splendid  opportunity  to 
utilise  the  "  defence  fund "  established  years  ago  by  the 
Northern  Anglers' Association,  which  is  now  lying  ready 
for  the  purpose.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
issue  their  annual  request  that  members  fishintr  the 
BoUin  will  keep  strictly  to  the  banks  until  after  the  hay 
crops  are  gathered.  In  former  years  anglers  have 
loyally  obeyed  this  rule,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  tbat  in 
1902  no  complaints  of  trespass  will  be  made  Sport 
on  the  BoUiu  has  been  indifierent  for  the  last  two 
weeks  owmg  to  inclement  weather.  Natural  flies  are 
still  very  scarce  and  bottom  fishing  has  been  more 
successful.  An  open  match  to  open  the  season  in  the 
Leigh  district  is  arranged  for  June  21 ;  the  prizes  will 
be  in  cash.  There  is  nothing  of  particular  interest 
to  report  of  our  county  rivers. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

^  Sport  on  the  trout  streams  has  again  this  week  been 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  bottom  fishing,  owing 


to  the  continuance  of  the  cold  weather,  which  entirely 
prevents  anything  being  done  with  the  fly.  During 
the  past  few  nights  the  frosts  have  been  so  severe  that 
ice  has  formed  on  shallow  pools,  and  as  snow  fell 
several  times  on  Tuesday  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
fly-rod  is  having  an  enforced  rest.  The  adverse 
influence  the  cold  weather  is  exercising  over  the  sport 
is  indeed  most  disappointing,  more  especially  so  because 
the  streams  are  now  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and 
were  it  to  become  warm  everything  would  be  in  favour 
of  the  angler.  Bottom  fishermen  have  really  done 
nothing  this  week  that  calls  for  special  mention.  Those 
who  have  fished  up-stream  with  float  tackle  have  taken  a 
few  brace  of  trout  with  the  maggot,  but  the  majority 
of  fishermen  have  returned  home  with  disappointing 
creels.  Many  well-known  rodsters  have  not  yet  even 
tried  their  luck  on  the  trout  streams,  as  they  say  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  do  any  good  with  the  wind  in 
its  present  quarter — the  north-east— and  where  it  has 
for  the  most  part  prevailed  during  the  past  six  or  eight 
weeks.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  reports  to  hand 
show  that  the  spawning  season  is  progressing  most 
satisfactorily  on  the  Fen  waters. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Duchy  Angling  Society  had  a  very  important 
meeting  on  May  5,  the  attendance  being  a  record, 
every  member  on  the  books  answering  the  whip,  and 
three  new  membeis  were  admitted.  The  Brothers 
Daerr  and  the  "Old  Rod"  have  been  to  their  old 
resort  in  Wales  last  week-end  with  good  results.  The 
"Brothers'  "  basket  amounted  to  23  brace  and  that  of 
the ' '  Old  Rod  "  to  8|  brace.  The  flies  used  were  Grannom, 
March  Brown  (female),  Blue  Dun  with  yellow  legs, 
and  Iron  Blue.  The  "  Old  'Un  "  got  a  pasting,  but  con- 
soles himself  with  the  fact  that  they  are  his  own  pupils. 
"  Charlie  and  Lily  "  are  now  sworn  chums  for  angling 
outings,  and  "Lily"  sees  more  fun  now  in  angling 
than  ever.  The  delegate  meeting  of  the  County 
Palatine  Angliog  Association,  although  an  important 
one,  finished  too  late  on  May  8  for  notice  this  week. 
The  wretched  weather  is  putting  all  thoughts  of 
angling  out  of  our  heads,  and  all  one  hears  is  prepara- 
tions for  Whitsuntide.  City  rods  are  very  bashful 
about  their  doings ;  some  lately  returned  from  Lake 
Vyrnwy  seem  to  have  enjoyed  good  sport,  and  one  is 
preparing  now  for  Lough  Derg,  Irela  d. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  far  from  settled,  and  on 
Tuesday,  May  6,  a  tremendous  snow  and  hailstorm 
occurred.  Unfortunately,  I  was  in  the  thick  of  it. 
Hailstones  fell  as  big  as  marbles,  and  were  succeeded 
by  large  flakes  of  snow,  which  covered  the  meadows 
for  miles.  Trout  anglers  have  creeled  some  nice  fish 
on  the  Greet,  in  the  Rolleston  district,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  tributary  Mr.  E.  Bayley  has  landed 
sundry  specimens.  He  has  also  tried  the  head  of 
Sawley  Weir,  and  has  achieved  success  amongst 
whopping  chub,  which  were,  of  course,  put  back. 
Members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society  have  fished 
the  Shardlow  length  in  vain.  Resource  in  matters 
piscatorial  is  a  highly  important  factor,  and  my  "  tip," 
with  the  river  running  in  its  present  low  and  clear 
condition,  is  to  try  the  natural  minnow  on  light 
trolling  tackle.  I  have  a  strong  idea  it  would  account 
for  a  big  Loch  Leven  or  two.  Salmon  do  not  appear 
so  far  to  make  any  siga,  and  it  is  clearly  evident  that 
few,  if  any,  have  reached  the  middle  stretches  of  the 
Trent.  Roach,  chub,  and  bream  are  on  the  spawning 
groimds  and  seem  to  be  doing  well.  A  few  of  our 
trouting  enthusiasts  have  again  patronised  the  Derby- 
shire streams,  and  have  secured  fair  dishes  of  trout 
with  the  caddis  grub  and  brandling  worm.  Fly  fishers 
have  been  badly  handicapped  by  the  inclement  weather 
in  evidence. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND'  DISTRICT. 

_  It  has  been  a  very  unpleasant  week  for  the  angler, 
bitter  cold  north-eastjwind  and  showers  have  been" the 
weather  menu.  Consequently  very  few  rods  have  been 
out,  and  only  two  of  these  had  respectable  takes,  the 
one  had  two  brace  and  the  other  three  brace,  the 
worm  being  the  bait.  Another  sportsman  had  a  fine 
brace  weighing  31b.  2oz.,  taken  with  Kill  Devil 
minnow.  Fly  fishing  almost  a  failure,  although  there 
has  been  sunshine  between  storms,  and  the  water  in 
good  condition,  but  a  rise  could  scarcely  be  got.  One 
angler  caught  two  grayling  in  the  Teme  near  Knights- 
ford  Bridge,  but,  of  course,  returned  them  to  the 
river;  they  were  both  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun. 


^  HOLLO  WAY'S  PILLS.  For  the  cure  of  debility,  also  liver  and 
stomach  complaints,  this  inappreciable  medicine  is  so  well  known 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the  cures  performed  by  its  use 
are  so  wonderful,  that  it  now  stands  pre-eminent  above  all  other 
remedies,  more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  bilious  and  liver 
complaints,  disorders  of  the  stomach,  dropsy,  and  debilitated 
constitution.  The  beneficial  effects  of  the  Pills  are  so  lastim' 
t^iat  the  whole  system  is  renewed,  the  organs  of  digestion 
strengthened,  and  a  free  respiration  promoted.  They  expel  from 
the  secretive  organs  the  morbid  matter  which  produces  inflain- 
niation,  pain,  fever,  debility,  and  physical  ilecay,  thus  annihilat- 
ing, by  their  purifying  properties,  the  virulence  of  the  most 
painful  and  devastating  diseases. 


The  York  House  Club  had  a  meeting  on  Monday 
evening  to  arrange,  among  other  matters,  competitions 
for  the  coming  season.  The  Arboretum  Club  also  held 
a  meeting  the  same  evening,  and  there  v/as  a  good 
attendance  of  members.  The  sub-committee  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  met  on 
Tuesday  evening  (May  C),  all  the  members  being 
present.  Rules  were  amended  and  new  rules  added, 
and  ordered  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  at 
once.  The  majority  of  the  clubs  have  arranged  their 
programme  for  the  coming  season,  and  when  the 
close  season  for  coarse  fish  ends  competitions  will  be 
numerous. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

If  last  week's  experiences  were  disappointinc  to 
anglers,  it  will  probably  be  found  that  this  week's 
have  been  even  more  so.  A  good  many  Waltonians 
have  been  out,  bub  in  trout  fishing  very  little  had  been 
accomplished  up  to  the  middle  of  the  week.  Recent 
showers  have  added  but  slightly  to  the  volume  of 
the  waters,  and  the  clearness  of  most  streams  and  the 
cold  blustery  winds  have  been  conducive  to  empty  creels. 
Should  warmer  weather  ensue  everything  will  be  in 
favour  of  anglers  on  the  best  waters.  Local  anglers' 
who  have  been  in  Swaledale  state  that  there  is  an 
abundance  of  trout  both  in  the, Swale  and  the  Black 
Ox  Angling  Club's  stretch  of  water,  and  with  a  balmy 
air  fly-fishers  especially  may  look  forward  to  good 
sport.  The  best  luck  on  these  waters  at  present  appears 
to  be  on  the  side  of  the  worm  and  minnow  fishers. 
Fly  rod  angling  is  at  a  discount.  Fly  fishers  anticipate 
belter  sport  with  the  dace,  which  will  be  active  on 
surface  waters  when  mild  weather  comes.  Whipping 
for  dace  is  a  favourite  pastime  among  local  rodmen  on 
the  Ouse,  which  is  outside  the  close  time  regulations. 
There  is  nothing  like  the  amount  of  day  fly  fishing  on 
the  Ouse  that  was  experienced  some  years  ago,°and 
good  results  are  rarely  obtainable  after  the°  early 
morning. 


ilofcs  from  f^c  ilorf^. 


Spring  salmon  anglers  whose  leases  usually  expire 
about  this  time  have  been  taking  their  departure  from 
the  Dee  during  the  past  week.  Lord  Garrioch  has 
had  a  fairly  successful  season  on  the  Borrowstone 
water  considering  the  climatic  conditions  ;  not  so 
Sir  Henry  Meredith  from  the  Cairlogie,  nor  the 
Glentana  rods. 


The  floods  of  the  previous  week  have  vastly  im- 
proved the  prospects  of  May  at  least,  and  although 
the  weather  is  at  times  wintry  and  wild  salmon 
anglers  are  everywhere  making  a  better  show  of  it 
now  than  is  usually  the  case  in  May. 


The  521b.  salmon  caught  in  a  drag  net  on  the  Dee 
has  been  the  event  of  the  season  as  far  as  netters  are 
concerned.  It  was  a  perfect  model  of  a  cock  fish 
4ft.  ^\n.  in  length,  27ain.  in  girth,  and  lOin.  round 
root  0£  tail. 


When  the  "man  on  the  ladder"— that  is,  the 
watcher— saw  it  coming  over  the  shallows  he  thout^ht 
it  was  a  seal.  However,  one  sweep  of  the  net  did  the 
deed,  and  then  the  noble  chieftain's  career  was  ended. 
Had  it  got  through  this  death  trap,  which  is  about 
the  last  on  the  river,  it  would  have  been  into  protected 
waters  and  "  game  "  for  every  angler  on  the  next  sixty 
miles  of  the  Dee. 


Mr.  Benson,  G2,  Ludgate-hill,  Loudon,  and  party 
have  been  staying  at  the  Invercauld  Arm«,  Braemar 
fishing  the  lower  waters,  and  left  on  Thursday  (May  1) 
after  a  month's  poor  sport.  The  prospects  here  are 
now  much  better. 


\i3count  Ridley  has  the  Abojnie  Castle  waters  for 
the  season,  and  is  now  getting  much  better  sport  than 
hitherto.  He  has  removed  from  Tarland  Lodge  to 
Auohintoul  to  be  nearer  the  river. 


The  annual  spring  holiday  in  the  North— the  first 
Monday  in  May— is  a  great  event  with  the  amateur 
angler,  and  on  that  day  not  a  burn  or  stream 
where  a  cast  could  be  had,  with  or  without  permission 
was  left  unsearched  in  the  three  counties  of  Aberdeen' 
Banff,  and  Kincardine.  ' 


Trout  fishers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it  on  the 
Dee,  1  than,  Ugie,  and  Findhorn  with  finnock,  and  on 
the  Don,  Deveron,  and  kindred  early  streams  among 
the  brown  trout.  Fish  are  plentiful  and  in  first-rate 
condition.  Speciai,  Scotch. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


nr. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4^'  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PEESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  HoieljentuiyjorceslersHife. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Gooil  Trout  Fisliini;  during  May  on  Locli  Awe, 
Looh  Nant  and  Loch  Jloon.  To  save  disappoint- 
ment, wire  or  write  early  to  seruie  rooms  and 
boats.    Special  Terms  f(jr  Whitsuntide. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


MEYRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODOBGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake.  The 
finest  in  North  Wales.  Terms  very 
moderate,  and  use  of  boats  free  to  anglers 
staying  at  Hotel.  Suitable  Flies,  Casts, 
Minnows,  etc.,  kept.  Excellent  Cuisine. 
— ^Apply,  John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness  shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
Loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AN1>  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY.iJLLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

BULVEItTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDQE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Budd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Puut  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Eudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Tack  Fishing    „  2/6 

Closed    during^   the  Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lalte,  2  miles  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 

UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams :  "  Griffiths,  Fi'ensliara  Pond,  Surrey.' 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fishing 
FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 

Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  .Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  .June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
tlie  best  lochs  in  Sliye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligichan." 

WxM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruacban, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  bad  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taymiilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Statfa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACBONALD,  Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
l)oard,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arriingement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
u])war(ls  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tivckle,  &c.  All  communications  promjjlty 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    Evan  Gi!Ant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrgesfopd,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  vyater — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  liathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Ciygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  I'equest. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant,  Pro- 
prietor. 

BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — • 

XKEXCS.  STXJAK,T, 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 

EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rofus), 
SIMONSIiATB,  EXMOOIi. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  apiJlication.    R.  M.  MoYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 

GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 
Nearest  Hotel  to  Boone  Valley.   Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  axjplication  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Cabnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free. — Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
B'ishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiaid);  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Pkopriktor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Pei'ch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishiny  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Jirou-n  Trout.   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Pishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  cf  thi'  river  Dochart, 
surroaniled  by  wild,  picturesque  and  inTiKnitte  scenery; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  Ineli  Tay.  ami  one  mile 
from  Luil)  Station  on  the  rallandar  and  Olian  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salniun  and  Tmut  Fishing  on  tne 
river  Dochart,  loch  Dochiirt.  and  h-rh  NuVjhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  sUying  at  the  Hott'l.  llnats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  witli  moderate  charges.  Parties 
lioarded.  iio\f  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGTITON,  Proprietor. 


IIAY  FLY  ON  ABOUT  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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QUANTITY  AND  VALUE  OF  FISH 
LANDED  ON  ENGLISH  COAST. 


Statement  of  the  total  quantity  and  value  of  the 
fish  returned  as  landed  on  the  English  and  Welsh 
coasts  from  the  fishing  grounds  during  the  month  and 
three  months  ended  March  31,  1902,  compared  with 
the  corresponding  periods  of  the  year  1901 : — 


March. 


1902. 

1901. 

1902. 

1901. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 



£ 



£ 

Brill   

1,981 

1,464 

6,247 

4,574 

Soles   

7,123 

5,823 

54,280 

45,551 

Turbot   

4,051 

3,743 

18,033 

21,326 

t  Prime  fish  

1,068 

1.058 

3,678 

3,678 

Cod  

120,499 

80,258 

72,304 

56,740 

Conger  Eels  

5,056 

* 

4,436 

* 

Dabs   

7,193 

* 

4,110 

* 

Gurnards   

11,735 

* 

3,665 

xlauaocK 

152,357 

186,918 

100,428 

160,493 

Hake   

12,627 

8,503 

14,162 

8,489 

Halibut  

10,148 

8,914 

29,439 

19,825 

Herrings   

6,032 

3,562 

2,261 

1,371 

Lemon  Soles  

3,636 

* 

9,957 

* 

Ling   

14,347 

9,164 

9,701 

6,149 

Mackerel   

8,145 

23,340 

10,867 

18,145 

Pilchards   

418 

78 

88 

17 

Plaice   

107,817 

60,398 

100,103 

69,218 

Skates  and  Rays  ... 

29,246 

* 

15,878 

Sprats   

253 

186 

56 

88 

Whiting  

21,946 

* 

10,843 

* 

JOtherfish  

54,445 

115,834 

34,053 

90,054 

Total   

580,113 

509,244 

524,589 

505,718 

Shellfish  :— 

•  No. 

No. 

Grabs  

172,372 

415,160 

2,270 

3,874 

Lobsters   

24,249 

18,115 

1,242 

923 

Oysters   

2,356,000 

3,028,000 

6,985 

10,75i 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Other  shellfish 

33,865 

28,817 

8,017 

7,165 

Total   

18,514 

22,716 

Total  value  of  fish 

landed   

543.103 

528,434 

Brill   

Soles   

Turbot   

fPrime  fish  ... 

Cod  

Conger  Eels  ... 

Dabs   

Gurnards 
Haddock 

Hake   

Halibut  

Herrings 
Lemon  Soles... 

Ling   

Mackerel 
Pilchards 

Plaice   

Skates  and  Rays 

Sprats   

Whiting  

lOtherfish  ... 

Total  ... 

Shellfish:— 

Crabs   

Lobsters  ... 
Oysters 

Other  shellfish 

Total  ... 

Total  value  of 
fish  landed 


Three  months  ended  March. 


1902. 

Cwt. 

5,410 
20,574 
12,503 
3,865 

245,581 
12,253 
17,514 
23,447 

505,792 
33,103 
17,996 
29,339 
9,216 
33,039 
10,367 
1,178 

251,891 
75,475 
13,812 
65,198 

168,454 


1,561,037 

No. 

420,624 
39,003 
8,567,000 
Cwt. 
112,574 


1901. 


Cwt. 

4,498 
17,057 
12,5.35 

2,763 
165,404 


569,242 
23,155 
13,346 
70,466, 

23,249 
25,430 
1,328 
174,833 

* 

19,649 

* 

825,966 


1,451,921 
No. 

837,245 
33  040 
10,086,000 
Cwt. 
107,635 


1902. 


£ 

16,538 

158,684 
60,732 
12,623 

166,160 
10,886 
10,597 
9,851 

420,291 
35,484 
52,167 
11,843 
25,728 
22,146 
14,570 
330 

272,958 
38,662 
3,490 
33,393 

108,548 

1,485,731 


1901. 


£ 

14,374 
137,223 

66,096 
9,010 
134,835 


4,797 
2,173 
26,360 

24,096 


57,426 


1,543,157 


481,718 
21,234 
33,480 
21,762 

* 

18,226 
21,391 
257 
231, .305 
* 

3,822 
237,244 
1,431,977 


7,611 
1,690 
38,861 

23,739 


71,901 


1,503,878 


*  Included  under  "  Eish  not  separately  distinguished 
except  Shellfish  "  in  this  year.  ' 

t  Not  separately  distinguished. 

X  Not  separately  distinguished  except  shellfish. 
_  Note.— The  figures  for  1902  are  subject  to  correction 
in  the  annual  return.  In  consequence  of  changes  in 
the  method  of  collecting  the  statistics,  the  figures  for 
1902  are  not  strictly  comparable  with  those  for  the 
previous  year.  The  values  given  are  the  actual  values 
returned  by  the  local  officers  at  each  place. 

A.  E.  Bateman. 

Commercial  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  April  21. 


ILetters  to  tbe  iBbitox. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"SOME  DECENT  TROUT  PISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — "  Can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  get  some 
decent  trout  fishing '?  "  is  a  question  so  common  as  to 
become  absolutely  monotonous,  as  I  am  sure  the 
editor  of  this  journal  would  willingly  testify.  So,  as 
I  have  revisited  an  old  haunt  after  many  years,  and 
find  as  many  trout  as  in  my  remembrance  of  distant 
days,  I  think  that  the  little  village  of  Brendon,  on  the 
Lynn,  will  fairly  answer  the  question.  The  fish  do 
not  run,  as  a  rule,  large,  but  three  to  four  dozen, 
averaging  four  to  the  pound,  with  the  water  in  fair 
condition,  is  a  basket  ia  no  way  to  be  despised. 

A  six-pounder  was  taken  a  short  time  ago,  and  I 
have  noticed  .several  fish  of  from  lib.  to  31b.  in  some 
of  the  larger  pools. 

The  river  contains  many  shallow  reaches  and  small 
tributaries  which  afford  excellent  breeding  ground,  and 
is  carefully  preserved  by  the  association,  from  whom 
tickets  can  be  obtained.  Comfortable  quarters 'at  the 
Stag  Hunter's  Inn. — Yours  truly, 

Seymour  Browne. 


A  GOOD  HAUL. 

Dear  Sir, — A  glance  at  the  picture  would  impress 
one  that  the  sea  had  gone  dry  and  left  a  small  shoal 
of  sharks  high  and  dry,  but  it  is  not  the  case— the 
photograph  represents  one  haul  of  a  trammel.  An 
officer  under  Government  stationed  at  Ascension  took 
with  him  one  of  my  trammels  expecting  to  get  some 


PISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Blue  Dun's  "  inquiry  re 
fishing  on  Lough  Mask,  I  visited  this  grand  spot  on 
two  occasions  last  year  with  very  good  results,  and 
purpose  going  again  on  May  10.  The  baits  I  have 
killed  the  most  fish  with  trolling  have  been  Foster's 
Kill  Devil  and  the  ordinary  Blue  Phantom.  For 
spinning,  roach,  sprats,  and  gold-fish  are  good  baits. 

If  "  Blue  Dun  "  will  write  to  Mr.  John  Joyce,  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  he  will  get  all  particulars  about 
flies. 

I  can  thoroughly  recommend  the  latter  place  as 
being  in  every  respect  suitable  ;  the  accommodation  is 
all  that  can  be  desired,  and  the  hotel  is  within  easy 
reich  of  Lough  Mask  and  Corrib.— Yours  truly, 

NlIlAS. 


Dear  Sir, — The  following  notes  may  be  of  use  to 
"  Blue  Dun."  TroUinq  baits. — At  times  almost  any- 
thing will  kill,  but  the  bait  is  a  four-inch  Blue  Phantom 
with  gold  belly.  For  a  change  try  a  small  trout 
mounted  on  an  Abbey  Mills  Spinner,  or  better  still 
upon  a  Wagtail  from  which  the  rubber  body  has  been 
removed.  Single  steel  wire  or  salmon  gut  trace  and 
one  hundred  yards  reel  line,  marked  by  coloured  threads 
at,  say,  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  yards. 

F^ies.— Probably  he  will  get  good  sport  dapping  with 
natural,  or  artificial  with  summer  duck  wings.  The 
following  I  have  found  good— Golden  Olive,  Orange, 
Green,  and  Claret  Grouse  in  various  sizes  to  suit 
roughness  of  water. 

If  he  really  means  fishing  he  cannot  do  better  than 
stay  at  Pat  Summerville's,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur. 
The  accommodation  is  very  decent,  and  he  will  have 
the  inestimable  advantage  of  being  absolutely  at  the 


sport.  Little  did  he  expect  the  haul  depicted  in  the 
photograph.  The  fish  were  sharks,  and  varied  in 
length  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet.  In  three  hauls  he 
took  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  these  monsters — in 
fact  the  last  haul  was  hove  on  board  by  the  sling-net. 
This  net  is  used  to  land  people  ;  the  surf  is  so  heavy 
that  no  boat  could  come  near  the  landing  place,  so 
these  large  nets  with  spreaders  across  are  sunk  under 
the  passenger  and  he  rolls  in  the  net  to  be  lifted  on 
tci-ra  jftrma— rather  an  unpleasant  proceeding  for  the 
passenger.  _  One  of  these  nets  were  placed  under  this 
catch,  and  it  was  landed  bodily.  Besides  these  sharks, 
he  had  good  catches  of  albicore  and  bonita.  These 
latter  were  taken  on  a  rod  and  also  a  good  number  of 
cavallah,  the  favourite  bait  being  the  imitation  red 
india-rubber  sand  eel  (ppinning).  These  fish,  he  says, 
are  good  eating.  The  cavallah  were  about  three  feet 
long  and  the  albicore  and  bonita  about  five  or  six  feet. 
They  show  good  sport  on  the  rod,  especially  as  fine 
tackle  is  used.— Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir,— Some  ten  years  ago  I  always  used  to 
spend  my  holidays  fishing  in  the  Dee  near  Overton 
and  Erbistock,  which  in  chose  days  was  free,  except 
for  salmon. 

Would  you  or  some  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me 
whether  the  fishing  is  still  free  in  this  district,  and  if 
owing  to  the  railway  running  to  Overton  it  is  over- 
fished ?— Yours  truly,  Charles  Binns. 


WADING  BOOTS. 

Dear  Sir,— If  Mr.  P.  Rensbaw  cares  to  write  to  me 
I  can,  and  will,  give  him  all  the  information  he 
requires  re  leather  wading  boots.  I  should  take  up  too 
much  of  your  valuable  paper  if  I  went  into  details.— 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  A'Bear. 

3,  Aston-street,  Iffley-road,  Oxford. 


w-ater's  edge.  If  the  weather  is  very  bad,  and  some- 
times it  is  a  terror,  it  is  possible  to  dodge  in  and  out 
half-a-dozen  times  a  day  and  yet  put  in  a  fair  day's 
fishing.  This  is  a  great  boon  and,  of  course,  impossible 
when  the  day's  fishing  is  preceded  and  followed  by  a 
two  or  three  mile  car  drive.— Yours  truly,      G.  W. 

A  BIG  LOUGH  MASK  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  photo  of  a  pike  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  catch  whilst  trout  fishing  with  a 
two  and  a  half  inch  minnow  in  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
last  May.  Unfortunately,  the  brute  had  only  just 
spawned  and  its  stomach  quite  empty,  and  it  only 
weighed  331b.  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  but  now  it 
is  set  up  it  looks  a  much  bigger  fish. 

I  should  like  your  idea  of  its  weight  when  it  was  in 
condition.  It  is  fifty  inches  long— four  inches  longer 
than  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine's  381b.  fish.  The  white  spot 
on  the  glass  is  a  two-shilling-piece. 

Trusting  you  will  not  think  I  am  troubling  you,  as 
I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you  to  know 
such  a  fish  had  been  caught. — Yours  truly, 

John  J.  Lane. 

[From  the  photograph  I  should  say  it  was  a  male 
fish,  and  might  have  gone  over  401b.  when  in  good 
condition. — Ed.] 


PISHING   ON  THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  give  me  a  few  hints  as  to  the  salmon  fishing 
to  be  had  in  open  or  ticket  waters  on  the  Teifi,  South 
Wales,  in  autumn  ? 

The  points  upon  which  I  would  be  glad  of  informa- 
tion are  : — Where  to  go,  and  when  to  go  there  ;  the 
average  sport  enjoyed  as  regards  number  of  fish  and 
days  fished  (for  example,  say  twenty  fish  in  one  day 
or  one  fish  in  twenty  days)  and  the  best  lure  ;  if  the 
fly  is  best,  the  best  patterns  and  range  of  hook, 
Limerick  scale. — Yours  truly,  -Boxwood, 
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"TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND." 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  J.  Maclnnis,  likes 
to  go  to  Kintore  on  the  Don,  near  Aberdeen,  he  will 
get  some  really  good  trout  fishing  practically  free. 
If  he  likes  to  write  me,  I  will  give  him  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can.  The  Station  Hotel  is  close  to  river. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  P.  Campbell. 

Dinnet,  N.B. 


WHY  AND  WHEN  SALMON  RISE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  last  month's  number  of  the  Badminton 
Magazine  there  is  an  excellent  article  on  "  Fishing  "  by 
the  Marquis  of  Granby.  Well  written  and  interesting 
as  the  whole  article  is,  I  am,  however,  much  surprised 
to  see  that  he  lays  it  down  as  an  axiom  that  "it  is 
useless  to  fish  for  salmon  with  either  a  waxing  or  a 
waning  river."  His  other  contention  that  either  thick 
hanging  fog  or  sultry  heat  are  fatal  to  sport,  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with ;  but  even  under  these  un- 
promising conditions  I  have  occasionally  known  fish 
killed,  but  rarely.  As  to  being  deterred,  however,  from 
fishing  the  river  "  by  a  waxing  or  a  waning  water," 
why,  all  rapid  rivers  such  as  salmon  love  are  always 
either  waxing  or  waning,  and  if  one  waited  till  the 
height  of  the  water  was  stationary  one  would  fish 
very  few  days  in  the  year. 

Most  salmon  fishers  and  trout  fishers,  too,  will,  I 
think,  agree  with  me  that  a  waning  water,  by  which 
I  mean  a  water  falling  and  clearing  after  a  rise,  is  the 
one  golden  opportunity,  and  I  have  always  had  my 
most  successful  days  under  these  conditions.  As  to  a 
"waxing"  water,  I  think  a  rapidly  rising  river  is  not 
so  favourable,  for  the  simple  reason  that  fish  are  un- 
settled and  preparing  to  shift  their  quarters  ;  but  even 
go,  I  have  had  excellent  sport  on  a  rising  water,  but 
in  this  case  I  have  usually  found  that  fish  have  taken 
in  shallower  water  and  when  they  were  evidently 
travelling."  I  have  also  noticed  that  "  a  traveller  "  will 
seldom  rise  again  if  not  hooked  at  the  time.  In  fact, 
he  is  not  there,  but  has  "  passed  on." 

As  one  rather  remarkable  instance  out  of  many  of 
fish  rising  well  in  a  "  waxing  water,"  I  remember 
some  years  ago  having  a  day  on  the  Blackwater  in 
the  Isle  of  Lewis.  It  had  been  raining  hard  part  of 
the  night  and  all  the  morning.  The  river  when  I 
began  fishing  was  a  nice  ambar  colour,  though  rather 
low,  but  was  rising  steadilv.  The  salmon  rose  well 
but  very  short,  and  by  2.30,  when  a  sudden  spate 
came  down  and  stopped  fishing  for  the  day,  I  had  had 
forty  rises  of  salmon  and  landed  nine  fish  !  I  could 
mention  numerous  other  instances  of  good  sport  under 
the  condition  of  a  lising  river  and  flood  imminent, 
and  no  doubt  other  anglers  will  corroborate  me ;  but 
I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinions  of  others  on  this 
point,  as  I  am  at  one  with  the  Marquis  of  Granby  in 
thinking  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  forecast  sport 
or  the  reverse  by  any  particular  state  of  the  water 
and  weather,  and  the  more  the  matter  is  discussed  by 
experts  the  more  likelihood  there  is  of  arriving  at 
some  knowledge  of  the  reason  why  fish  rise  well  on  one 
day,  and  on  another,  offering  the  same,  or  apparently 
more  favourable,  conditions  of  weather  and  water,  they 
will  not  stir.  In  fact,  at  present  we  know  very  little 
about  it,  and, it  is  only  . by  very  careful  etudy  and 
discussion  that  we  shall  learn  to  know  rhore. 

Personally,  looking  back  on  nearly  half  a  century  of 
fishing  (for  I  caught  my  first  salmon  at  thirteen,  and 
am  now  sixty),  I  can  pick  out  several  red-letter  days 
'of  sport  which  were  noticeable  as  having  occurred 
under  the  most  unfavourable  conditions  of  the  water 
and  weather. 

As  regards  the  much  vexed  question  of  salmon  not 
feeding  in  fresh  water,  about  which  I  am  personally  a 
«oeptio,  a  curious  circumstance  happened  here  a  few 
days  ago. 

The  river  (the  Wye,  Breconshire)  was  dead  low,  too 
low  even  for  successful  trout  fishing,  and  a  friend  who 
■was  staying  with  me  was  persuaded  by  me  to  take  my 
Bpinning-rod  to  try  and  kill  some  pike  (I  see  some 
■worthy  pike  anglers  holding  up  their  hands  in  horror ; 
pike  in  April  indeed  1  but  it  must  be  remembered 
•that  in  a  salmon  river  pike  are  vermin,  and  as  such 
are  destroyed  at  all  times  and  in  all  manners).  Well, 
■I  lent  him  my  spinning-rod  and  got  him  some  small 
trout  of  about  six  inches  long  and  an  Archer  spinner 
on  a  stout  wire  trace.  What  was  my  astonishment  to 
see  my  friend  return  triumphant  in  a  few  hours  with 
■a  salmon  which  had  rushed  out  from  the  edge  of  a 
■atony  stream  and  seized  his  trout  wire  trace,  clear 
low  water  and  all  I  He  was  not  a  large  fish,  about 
71b. ,  but  in  all  my  experience  of  queer  things  happening 
in  fishing  this  was  the  queerest.  With  the  water  as 
clear  as  crystal,  what  did  this  fish  want  to  take  a 
trout  for,  mounted  on  anything  but  fine  tackle,  if  he 
was  not  hungry  and  meant  a  feed  ?  Why  do  salmon 
take  worms  and  prawns  if  not  to  eat  them?  It  cannot 
be  for  their  beauty,  as  might  be  argued  in  the  case  of 
some  gorgeous  salmon  fly. 

I  shall  continue  to  think,  following  the  light  of 
common-sense,  that  salmon  do  feed  in  fresh  water,  in 
spite  of  all  the  scientists  who  declare  that  they  have 
no  stomachs.  I  remember  killing  an  autumn  fish  on 
the  Dovey,  near  Machynlleth,  that  when  opened  had 


a  water-rat  inside  him.  This  was  a  red  autumn 
kipper,  and  how  the  rat  got  there  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  I  only  know  it  was  in  the  fish. 

I  hope  some  brother  anglers  will  take  up  and  carry 
on  the  discussion  on  the  question  of  "  Why  and  when 
fish  rise."  Perhaps  Mr.  Tod  will  give  his  views, 
which  are  always  practical. — Yours  truly, 

Glanrhos. 


FISHING  AT  NEWrOWNSTBWART. 
_  Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  to  know  if  you  can  kindly 
give  me  any  information  through  your  paper  and  its 
readers  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  at  Newtownstewart  in 
CO.  Tyrone.  I  propose  going  fishing  for  salmon  and 
sea-trout  from  about  June  21— July  30.  The  "  Anglers' 
Diary  "  speaks  very  highly  of  Newtownstewart,  but  I 
should,  if  possible,  like  to  have  some  information  first- 
hand from  some  one  who  has  been  there,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  to  obtain  this  except  through  your  valuable 
paper. — Yours  truly,  "  Santander." 


THE  "EXCELSIOR"  ANGLER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  "  Excelsior  "  (Deep  Sea)  Angler. 
I  have  just  brought  it  out,  and  it  has  proved  very 
efficient.  I  thought  perhaps  it  may  interest  those  of 
your  readers  who  are  interested  in  sea  angling.  The 


apparatus  is  used  from  the  boat,  as  you  will  see. 
The  slightest  bite  from  the  fish  is  detected  instantly 
on  account  of  the  wires  fixed  as  shown.  The  "  Angler  " 
is  let  down  to  the  bottom  and  then  drawn  up  about 
two  feet.  The  local  fishermen  have  taken  a  great 
fancy  to  it. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  G.  Rowell. 
1,  West  Parade,  Weymouth. 


"RECORD  CATCHES." 
Dear  Sir, — On  July  31  last  a  bass  weighing  8Jlb. 
and  on  Aug.  1  another  weighing  14Jlb.  were  caught 
at  Hastings  with  rod  and  line  fishing  from  the  beach. 
—Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Aldridge. 


RECORD  OF  LARGE  FISH  CAUGHT  LAST 
SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading,  in  your  issue 
for  May  8,  a  letter  appears  from  "J.  A.  Joyce,"  drawing 
attention  to  Lough  Mask  fish  which  have  been  omitted 
from  Mr.  Jardine's  list.  Lough  Mask  fish  seem  to 
have  a  pecxiliar  elasticity,  as  regards  weight  which 
renders  any  fixed  record  of  them  difficult.  For 
instance.  Colonel  Alix's  pike  figures  in  Mr.  Joyce's 
letter  as  34Jlb.  In  the  Lough  Mask  report  in  your 
issue  of  Aug.  10,  1901,  it  is  recorded  as  84lb.,  and  in 
the  Lough  Mask  report  of  Oct.  5  it  becomes  36Jlb. 

Again,  Mr.  Brooks's  trout  figure  in  Mr.  Joyce's 
letter  as  8^1b.  and  6|lb.  In  the  Lough  Mask  report  of 
Aug.  24  they  appear  as  7Jlb.  and  5Jlb.  (The  Lough 
Mask  reports  I  refer  to  are  those  signed  "J.  A.  J.") 


To  Fly  Dresseks,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fisking  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


In  a  letter  which  you  published  on  Oct.  26,  Colonel 
Alix  mentions  his  pike  as  weighing  341b.,  and,  more- 
over, states  that  Mr.  Brooks's  heaviest  trout  was  TJlb. 

It  will  be  seen  that  for  August  Mr.  Jardine  has 
actually  recorded  trout  of  7 Jib.  and  5ilb.  from  Lough | 
Mask,  and  although  he  does  not  mention  that  they 
were  taken  on  the  fly  there  is  no  doubt  they  are  Mr. 
Brooks's  fish. — Yours  truly,  Verb.  Sap. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 
Dear  Sir,— I  happened  to  stay  at  Gortnorabbey 
Hotel,  Lough  Conn,  for  a  few  days  where  we  enjoyed 
great  sport.    The  catch  of  the  proprietor  and  friends 
was  as  follows  :  Mr.  Flynn,  within  the  last  fortnight, 
eleven  salmon,  the  smallest  101b.,  the  largest  16lb.  ; 
Mr.  P.  McNulty,  in  two  days,  four  salmon  ;  Mr.  P.'i 
Little,  on  May  1,  two  salmon ;   Col.  Dicken,  four! 
salmon.— Yours  truly,  Capt.  Fenwick.  1 

BE  THE  EMSLIE  LOCK-FAST  JOINT.  * 
Dear  Sir,— So  long  ago  as  the  spring  of  1898  I 
have  had  in  constant  use  a  trout  rod,  made  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  with  a  lock-fast  joint,  which  seems 
an  identical  copy  of  that  described  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  3  as  the  Emslie  lock-fast  joint. 

If  you  so  wish  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  forward  the 
rod  with  the  above  joint  for  your  inspection  so  that 
you  rnay  see  the  idea  is  anything  but  new.  It  is  a 
good  joint,  simple  and  effective,  and  answers  very 
well  indeed,  and  is  a  great  advance  on  the  "  old- 
fashioned  affair  secured  with  thread."  Its  disadvan- 
tage lies  in  taking  the  rod  down,  for  it  requires  a 
straight  pull  after  carefully  adjusting  the  bridges,  to 
allow  for  the  pin  to  pass  beneath,  and  the  natural 
tendency  is  rather  to  give  a  half  turn. — Yours  truly, 
15,  Howick-street,  W.  L.  Sergeant.  ' 

Alnwick. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  CROOM. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  3  I  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Swan  referring  to  trout  fishing  in  the  river 
Maigue.  I  have  fished  this  river  fairly  regularly  for 
the  past  fifteen  years,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
stock  of  trout  is  decreasing  in  it  year  by  year.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  there  is  a  river  in  the  United  Kingdom 
of  the  size  of  the  Maigue  which  has  more  feeding  for 
trout  in  it  and  which  produces  a  better  quality  of  fish, 
but  unfortunately  at  the  present  time  the  quantity  is 
sadly  deficient. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  this  decrease  : — 1.  The 
number  of  "  creameries  "  which  have  sprung  up  within 
the  past  few  years,  and  which  are  increasing.-  2.  The 
increase  in  poaching.  To  deal  with  the  first  cause.  A 
creamery  is  invariably  situated  on  the  banks  of  a.river_ 
or  stream.  The  refuse  of  the  creamery  is  allowed  to 
flow  into  the  stream,  and  when  it  is  exposed  to  a  hot 
sun  it  becomes  putrid -and  consequently  poisonous, 
and  almost  depopulates  the  stream  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  !  " 

To  deal  with  the  second  cause.  I  do  not  think  I 
am  putting  it  too  strongly  when  I  say  that  the. 
Government  are, :  and  -  have,  been  for  some  years 
deliberately  encouraging  poachers  to  commit  breaches, 
of  the  fishery  laws. 

The  Limerick  Board  of  Fishery  Conservators  have 
the  task  entrusted  to  them  of  protecting  the  entire 
river  Shannon,  its  tributaries,  and  some  of  the  small 
rivers  in  co.  Clare  and  co.  Kerry.  A  glance  at  the 
map  will  show  what  an  enormous  district  it  is.  They 
have  an  income  of  about  £2000  per  annum,  which  is 
about  a  quarter  of  what  they  would  require  to  do 
their  work  properly.  This  income  is  derived  princi- 
pally from  net  and  rod  licences.  When  the  Board 
institutes  a  prosecution  against  anyone  for  a  breach 
of  the  fishery  laws,  and  when  the  offender  is  fined, 
very  properly  a  portion  of  the  fine  goes  to  the  funds  of 
the  Board  to  defray  their  expenses  in  connection  with 
the  prosecution.  So  far  so  good.  The  next  thing 
that  occurs  is  that  the  offender  sends  a  memorial  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  requesting  that  his  fine  may  be. 
remitted,  and -in  the  majority  of  occasions  it  is  reduced 
by  about  two-thirds  of  the  amount.  You  may  imagine 
the  extent  to  which  this  is  carried  on  when  I  say  that 
during  the  past  year  the  total  amount  of  fines  for 
breaches  of  the  fishery  laws  in  the  Limerick  districtj 
was  £430,  and  this  amount  was  reduced  to  £90  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  result  is  that  the  Board  lose 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  each  year  by  prosecutions, 
and  naturally  they  now  hesitate  before  proceeding- 
against  poachers.  There  was  one  case  in  particular 
which  deserves  special  mention.  Last  winter  a  man 
was  fined  £4  for  spearing  silmon  on  a  spawning  bed. 
Most  people  would  think  that  the  fine  was  too  small, 
nevertheless  it  was  reduced  to  £1.  The  Board  have 
frequently  protested  against  these  wholesale  reduc- 
tions, but  the  answer  they  have  received  has  been  that 
the  reduction  of  penalties  is  a  prerogative  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  he  does  not  intend  to  forego  it.  If  any 
one  wishes  to  verify  my  statements  I  would  refer  him 
to  E.  H.  Poe  Hosford,  Esq.,  secretary,  Limerick  Board 
of  Conservators,  Limerick. — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  Bannatvnb. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  tee  page  341.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  E.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHINQ 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  ed 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5*.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

 £7   7  0 

Half  Page...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    150 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  U  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SOME  SPEING  SEA-TKOUT. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  17th,  1902. 


MR.  KENNEDY'S  "  COCH-Y- 
BONDHU,"  OE  FLOATING  BEETLE. 


Me.  Kennedy  sends  a  specimen  of  the  latest 
make  of  his  wonderfully  exact  imitation  of  the 
celebrated  "  Coch-y-Bondhu,"  which  Francis 
Francis,  in  his  admirable  "  Book  of  Angling,"  tells 
us  is  also  known  as  the  Shorn  Fly,  Hazel  Fly, 
Marlow  Buzz,  Fernwebb,  Bracken  Clock,  ett'. 
This  little  beetle,  which  reminds  one  of  the  well 
known  "  lady-bird,"  is  a  great  favourite  with  the 
trout  and  other  fish.  "  It  comes  on  with  the 
warm  June  weather,  though  used  as  early  as 
March  as  regards  its  supposed  imitation.  It 
is  advantageously  used  in  dapping.  It  resembles 
a  very  diminutive  cockchafer,  and  may  be  seen  in 
great  numbers  winging  its  heavy  but  rapid  flight 
through  the  sunshine,  or  settled  on  the  leaves  and 
grass  near  the  river-side.  The  ordinary  way  to 
dress  it  is  to  make  a  fat  body  of  dark  copper- 
coloured  peacock's  herl,  mixed  equally  with  black 
ostrich.  It  is  customary  to  dress  it  buzz,  as  to  the 
wings  and  ilegs,  with  a  dark  red  hackle,  with  a 
black  streak  up  the  centre.  Dressed  in  this  way, 
it  will  kill  on  most  rivers,  more  or  less,  throughout 
the  season,  though  it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is 
not  out  save  for  a  somewhat  limited  period  in  the 
month  of  June.  As  I  have  stated  elsewhere,  it 
may  kill  thus  in  consequence  of  its  bearing  a  re- 
semblance to  other  insects." 

If  Mr.  Francis  had  seen  Mr.  Kennedy's  artificial 
copy  he  would  not  have  said  "  supposed  imitation," 
though  that  applies  well  enough  to  those  made  of 
feathers,  as  the  beetle  is  difficult  to  imitate.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Booth,  who  fishes  in  all  parts  of  the  ccuntryj 
thus  refers  to  Mr.  Kennedy's  pattern  : — 

"  I  find  that  it  floats  for  hours  unaided  by  arti- 
ficial means,  that  no  matter  how  clumsily  it  was 
cast  it  always  fell  upon  the  water  right  side  up. 
That  rising  trout  in  the  Eiver  Inver  readily  took  it. 
That  upon  a  Sutherland  loch  (where  I  experienced 
a  calm)  the  trout  also  took  it.  It  hooks  and  holds 
well.    A  small  disgorger  should  always  be  used." 

Mr.  Kennedy  has  adopted  Mr.  Booth's  sugges- 
tion, and  now  gives  a  disgorger  with  every  three 
flies. 


The  phrase  "  tidal  water  "  is  used  so  loosely  that 
it  is  quite  as  often  applied  to  the  lower  pools  of  a 
river  that  are  occasionally  invaded  by  the  tide  as 
it  is  to  the  salt-water  rivers  of  the  Hebrides,  up 
and  down  which  every  tide  pours.  It  is  at  least 
permissible,  however,  to  describe  as  tidal  a  pool 
which  the  tide  occasionally  invades,  and  up  to  just 
below  which  any  ordinary  tide  comes.  Very  often 
some  artificial  barrier  keeps  the  tide  back  from 
such  pools ;  sometimes  they  are  just  out  of  the 
reach  of  normal  tides.  In  all  cases,  however,  they 
are  the  pools  into  which  the  sea-trout  ascend  at  all 
times  of  the  year  when  coming  and  going  with  the 
tides.  In  most  rivers  such  pools  afi"ord  the  surest 
sport  among  the  sea-trout  in  spring,  the  fish  often 
coming  up  with  one  tide  and  going  down  with  the 
next,  though,  no  doubt,  the  majority  go  back  with 
the  same  tide  as  brought  them  up.  In  any  case 
the  best  sport  in  such  pools  is  often  obtained  in 
ordinary  states  of  the  water  for  an  hour  before  and 
an  hour  after  high  tide,  while  in  the  lower  pools, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  period  just  before  low  water 
and  after  the  tide  turns  is  generally  most  productive 
of  fish.  When  there  is  any  flood  in  the  river  the 
sport  enjoyed  may,  of  course,  be  quite  independent 
of  the  tides  for  its  quality,  in  so  far  as  the  spate 
brings  the  fish  up  just  as  readily  and  easily  as  the 
tides.  If  the  river  flows  into  a  sea-loch  the  chances 
are  that  a  spate  will  bring  up  ten  fish  for  every  one 
even  a  high  tide  would  brkig,  while  the  actual 
number  of  fish  drawn  up  will  depend  upon  the  size 
of  the  flood  and  the  consequent  area  of  salt-water 
affected  by  the  "rival  sea  of  roaring  war"  poured 
down  by  the  river. 

The  writer  recently  spent  a  few  hours  on  each  of 
three  successive  days  on  one  of  the  best,  and  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  "  sporting,"  little  rivers  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Scotland.  In  spring  this  pleasant 
little  river — it  is  remarkable  amongst  other  features 
for  the  purity  of  its  water,  the  rapidity  of  its  flow, 
and  the  shallowness  of  its  rocky  and  boulder-strewn 
pools — carries  no  salmon,  but  on  its  lower  reaches, 
or  to  speak  by  the  card  its  tidal  waters,  it  affords 
excellent  fishing  for  small  sea-trout  and  a  peculiarly 
pretty  species  of  tidal-trout.  The  latter  are  not 
always  in  evidence  in  the  basket  at  the  close  of  a 
spring  day.  They  seem  at  that  season  to  stick  to 
the  brackish  sea-loch  below,  whose  head-waters 
are  freshened  by  countless  burns  and  two  consider- 
able rivers.  The  sea-trout,  however,  come  up  with 
every  tide,  and  though  rarely  ascending  higher  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  point  reached  by 
normal  tides  are  to  be  taken  in  considerable  numbers 
both  with  fly  and  with  worm  in  some  600  yards  of 
water  at  high  tide,  and  in  about  250  yards  more 
when  the  tide  is  nearly  out. 

As  a  convalescent,  the  writer  was  unable  to  fish 
all  the  streams  in  this  stretch,  but  had,  on  the  first 
and  second  day  at  least,  to  confine  himself  to  one 
pool  up  to  whose  side  he  could  drive.  It  was  late 
in  the  afternoon  of  a  rather  cold  and  bleak  day — 
and  such  days  were  all  too  numerous  for  anglers  in 
Scotland  this  spring — that  he  made  his  first  casts 
in  this  pool.  The  river  was  not  specially  low,  but 
it  was  exceptionally  clear  and  had  that  peculiar 
unattractive  look  a  stream  has  in  cold  weather 
when  there  is  "  snaw  broo  "  mixed  with  its  crystal 
tide.  It  took  half-an-hour's  j)atient  casting  to 
secure  the  first  fish — a  nice  clean  sea-trout  of 
lilb.,  which  rose  just  at  the  tail  of  the  pool  and 
took  a  small  Red  Stuart.  Another  and  smaller 
fish  fell  to  the  same  fly  at  the  same  spot  ten 
minutes  later,  while  two  more  victims  were  subse- 
quently captured  in  the  shallow  just  above  the 
neck. 

The  next  day  the  river  was  in  full  flood,  and  as 
a  night  of  heavy  rain  was  followed  by  an  equally 
wet  day  it  soon  grew  too  heavy  for  sport — even 
with  the  worm.  As  a  result  of  the  flood  the  pool 
was  invaded  by  an  immense  number  of  fish.  In 
fact,  so  long  as  angling  was  possible  sport  was 
continuous,  though  all  the  fish  that  condescended 
to  take  were  not  taken.  In  an  hour-  and  a  halt, 
however,  twenty-two  were  secured,  and  though 
none  exceeded,  or  indeed  quite  reached,  21b.,  the 
general  average  was  satisfactory.  In  the  heavy 
water  a  pound  or  pound  and  a  half  fish  gave  satis- 
factory sport  on  the  single-handed  split-cane  Hardy 
used.  The  comparatively  small  size  of  the  fish  was 
remarkable,  for  in  autumn  one  kills  sea-trout  up 
to  81b.  in  the  water,  and  fish  from  31b.  to  41b.  are 
fairly  common.  In  most  of  the  Hebridean  waters 
in  spring  one  gets  big  fish,  but  here  on  the  main- 


land the  big  ones  either  do  not  run  or  do  not  take 
until  the  salmon  come  in  with  the  first  of  the  July 
or  the  last  of  the  June  floods. 

On  the  third  day — after  being  driven  off  by  the 
flood  and  the  rain  on  the  second — one  naturally 
expected  conditions  favourable  to  good  sport,  for 
the  weather  was  showery,  and  it  was  a  reasonable 
expectation  that  the  river  would  be  just  the  right 
height  and  colour.  Apparently,  however,  it  had 
been  drier  up  the  glen  than  by  the  shores  of  the 
loch,  for  the  river  had  fallen  quite  low  and  was 
again  as  "  clear  as  gin."  Every  sea-trout  seemed 
to  have  left  the  pool  which  was  so  full  of  them  the 
day  before,  and  only  an  odd  fish  was  picked  up, 
fishing  up  stream,  in  the  rippling  shallows  above. 
A  move  was,  therefore,  made  to  water  yet  untried. 
The  tide  was  going  out,  but  below  the  bridge  the 
stream  was  still  broad  and  big,  and  at  first  was 
fished  in  vain.  As  it  fell  and  narrowed  its  flow 
became  faster,  but  the  fish  rose  where  it  was  most 
turbulent,  and  also  in  the  rapid  but  smoother  water 
towards  the  tail.  There  seemed  to  be  but  few 
up,"  however,  and  the  sport  was  short-lived, 
though  the  average  size  of  the  fish  was  better  than 
the  pool  above  had  yielded.  In  the  last  pool  of 
all,  a  broad  and  streamy  bit  of  water  into  which  a 
couple  of  bums  fell,  not  a  single  fish  was  risen ,  though 
to  the  eye  it  seemed  the  most  likely  of  all  to  yield 
sport.  Such  pools  sometimes  fish  well  when  the 
tides  are  at  their  "  neapest  "  or  very  early  in  spring, 
but  as  a  rule  they  are  not  worth  fishing  by  the 
middle  of  April  or  in  normal,  much  less  in  high, 
tides.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  in  fishing  the 
more  strictly  tidal  pools  an  Alexandra  of  a  rather 
larger  size  than  the  Eed  Stuart  used  in  the  upper 
pool  had  been  mounted. 

The  next  day  the  writer  tried  the  tidal  portion 
of  another  river  flowing  from  a  tidal  loch.  But  he 
tried  it  in  vain.  The  water  in  question  is  particularly 
fickle  at  all  seasons,  and  this  was  one  of  its  "off" 
days.  It  was  in  prime  order,  yet  only  brown  trout, 
and  those  of  no  size,  would  rise.  The  writer  kept 
"  at  it  "  in  the  hope  of  getting  one  of  the  big  tidal 
trout  from  the  loch  above — these  fish  often  runniug 
down  to  the  pools  below  the  loch  in  spring — but 
his  patience  was  unrewarded.  That  is  an  all  too 
frequent  experience  of  the  angler  in  tidal  water,  not 
merely  in  spring  but  all  through  the  angling  year. 

Hamish  Stuart. 


THE  DAYS  OF  MAY. 


[This  pleasant  article  was  published  on  May  1 
in  America.  I  hope  that,  at  any  rate,  our  American 
friends  found  the  breezes  warm. — Ed.] 

A  warm  breeze  takes  the  place  of  the  cold 
penetrating  one  of  winter.  The  swallows  have 
faithfully  returned,  the  flicker  flashes  its  golden 
sharfs  in  the  sunlight,  and  we  all  know  it  is  happy 
by  its  luerry  cackle.  The  long  tender  note  of  the 
meadow-lark  comes  up  from  the  meadow,  the  grouse 
drums  in  the  fresh  woods,  and  the  call  of  the  high- 
hole  comes  up  from  the  wood.  The  sides  of  the 
hills,  the  close- cropped  fields,  and  the  meadows 
are  turning  to  a  bright  shade  of  green  under  the 
glare  of  the  sun.  In  the  upland  pastures,  where 
the  plover  wails  its  greeting,  rings  the  chorus  of 
the  hylas,  and  the  vibrant  trills  of  the  frogs  tremble 
in  the  cool  night  air. 

There  is  music  in  the  air.  The  crow  utters  its 
softest  love  note.  The  blackbirds  are  building  their 
nests  along  the  water's  edge  in  the  thick  bushes, 
while  the  robins  and  the  song  sparrows  are  already 
mated.  All  creatures  of  Nature  are  busy  with  their 
love  affairs. 

The  brooks  are  merry  with  laughter.  Along  their 
banks  the  true  angler  glides  with  his  ever- watchful 
eye  open  for  the  rise  of  a  speckled  beauty  in  the 
limpid  waters  of  a  darkened  pool.  In  the  pond 
and  the  lake  the  perch  weaves  its  way  through  the 
olden  meshes  that  wave  like  a  snake  in  the  current, 
and  Ln  the  river  the  bass  lurks  'neath  a  sunken 
log  waiting  for  a  fly  to  come  within  its  reach. 
Accompanied  in  his  simple,  interesting  pastime, 
the  true  angler  has  the  kingfisher  as  a  rather  noisy 
friend. 

The  grey  mist  of  undergrowth  is  turning  to  green, 
and  the  "  shadows  of  opening  buds  knot  the  meshes 
of  shadows  on  the  brown  forest  floor  that  is  splashed 

vith  white  moose  flowers  and  spent  arrows  of  blood- 
root  tossed  aloof  from  the  green  quiver  and  yellow 
adder  tongue  bending  above  their  mottled  beds,  and 

usty  trails  of  arbutus  leaves  leading  to  the  secret 
of  tiieir  bloom  that  their  fragrance  half  betrays." 
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The  dandelions  are  the  colour  of  the  sun,  and  the 
violets  are  the  colour  of  the  skv.  The  pines  and 
the  spruces  are  of  a  deeper  shade  of  green,  the 
graceful  birches  are  bent  with  the  light  wind  and 
yellow  with  a  lighter  bloom.  There  is  a  sweet, 
wild  perfume  in  the  air  that  seems  to  hold  and 
charm  the  lover  of  Dame  Nature. 

At  evening,  or  early  in  the  morning,  we  listen  to 
the  wild  notes  of  the  whip-poor-will,  the  opening 
songs  of  the  warblers,  and  the  booming  of  the  frogs 
in  the  meadows.  From  the  white  blossoms  of  the 
orchard  comes  the  monotonous  note  of  the  cuckoo, 
from  the  elms  the  carol  of  the  oriole,  and  from  the 
trees  over  the  water  the  harsh  clatter  of  the  king- 
fisher. There  is  pleasure  in  listening  to  the  songs 
of  the  birds. 

Near  the  water  in  the  swamp  flashes  the  red  and 
scarlet  of  the  red  winged  blackbird  as  it  hops  over 
the  tops  of  the  huckleberry  bushes.  The  warm  sun 
brings  out  the  turtles  to  bask  in  the  sun  on  the 
water  soaked  logs,  and  the  water  snake  makes  a 
short  journey  in  quest  of  food.  The  big  bullfrog 
will  sound  its  deep  bass  at  the  sound  of  footsteps, 
and  the  lazy  pickerel  will  dash  off  in  a  streak  of 
silver  when  a  shadow  appears  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  bound  for  the  lilypads.  The  loon  laughs  in 
a  startling  manner  that  echoes  and  re-echoes  over 
the  water.  In  a  field  overlooking  the  pond  a  vixen 
fox  watches  the  gambols  of  her  cubs,  the  rabbits 
and  the  squirrels  are  hidden  in  the  cooler  parts  of 
the  woods,  and  the  poor  muskrat  is  resting  after 
battling  all  the  long  winter  against  man.  Oh, 
happy  days  of  merry  May !— Edwin  C.  Hobsox,  in 
New  York  SJiooting  and  Fishing. 


FAIE  ANGLEKS. 


Odr  much  esteemed  Yorkshire  correspondent, 
the  well-known  angler,  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Middle- 
ham  and  Leeds, 'is  often  accompanied  on  his  fishing 
excursions  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Jennie  Miller, 
who  is  a  very  keen  angler.  Our  little  picture  shows 
the  young  lady  landing  a  trout  when  wading  a 
stream  on  her  favourite  river,  the  Yore. 


CONSTEUCTION  OF  FISH  PONDS. 

From  Fred  Mather's  "  Modem  Fishculture 
in  Fresh  and  Salt  Water." 
{Continued  from  page  318.) 

In  1887  there  was  an  appropriation  for  a  new 
hatchery  made  at  the  insistence  of  Commissioner 
Blackford,  and  I  planned  to  put  it  as  high  as  the 
inflow  from  the  reservoir  would  bear,  as  the  water 
went  from  the  hatchery  to  the  ponds,  and  when  it 
was  up  high  we  could  control  it.  When  the  ground 
was  staked  out  for  the  building  the  north-west 
corner  was  three  feet  above  ground,  and  the  south- 
east was  thirteen  feet  in  the  air.  It  looked  queer, 
but  the  levels  were  correct.  The  foundation  was 
built,  and  I  filled  the  grounds  until  there  was  no 
queer  look  about  it.  The  old  ponds  were  filled,  and 
new  ones  of  sand  built  with  their  bottoms  where 
the  old  surface  was. 


For  a  time  it  was  dangerous  to  step  near  a  pond, 
but  it  settled  hard.  Walks  and  flower  beds  were 
laid  out  and  a  road  made  east  of  the  ponds,  which 
is  as  solid  to-day  as  can  be.  The  sand  holds  water 
well.  The  carting  of  sand  and  gravel  cost  the  State 
much  money,  but  it  is  worth  it.  It  is  the  most 
important  hatchery  in  the  State  of  New  York  to- 
day. I  established  the  culture  of  smelts,  lobsters, 
and  tomcods  there,  and  if  Mr.  Blackford  had  not 
been  removed  from  the  Commission,  for  political 
reasons,  I  would  have  made  a  park  of  the  place  and 
have  gone  on  with  experiments  in  hatching  oysters 
and  clams.  But  a  change  of  administration  led  to 
my  discharge,  and  to-day  a  great  unsightly  ice- 
house stands  in  the  centre  of  what  was  to  be  my 
park,  and  there  is  a  stable  where  a  conservatory 
for  water  plants  and  the  breeding  of  fresh-water 
crustaceans  and  insects  was  planned ;  and  my 
dream  of  a  trout  park  and  all  its  adjuncts  is  over. 
Blessed  be  the  small-souled  politicians,  for  they 
will  never  develop  into  anything  greater. 

Drains. 

If  the  lay  of  the  land  permits  it,  there  should  be 
some  way  of  lowering  the  water  in  order  to  clean 
the  pond.  If  the  pond  is  dug  in  the  soil  there 
should  be  a  drain  pipe  put  in,  and  this,  if  of  wood, 
may  be  stopped  by  a  plug.  But  a  plug  is  difficult 
to  get  out  when  the  water  is  several  feet  deep  ;  a 
box  on  the  inner  end  with  a  sliding  gate  which  can 
be  lifted  by  a  hook  fitting  into  a  hole  is  better. 
Do  not  plug  the  lower  end  of  the  pipe  and  leave 
the  upper  end  open  or  you  have  a  harbour  for  eels, 
water-snakes,  or  at  least  a  hiding  place  for  a  large 


cannibal  trout,  for  a  trout  of  that  kind  prefers 
solitude.  If  the  drain  is  a  square  box-trunk  it  may 
be  turned  up  at  a  right  angle  and  used  as  an  overflow 
stand  pipe  if  the  water  is  not  required  to  be  kept  up 
for  any  reason.  In  this  case  make  a  sliding  groove 
for  the  dams  which  may  be  lifted  one  by  one,  and 
are  kept  down  by  pins  or  wedges  at  the  top. 

Tile  pipes  are  not  good  for  drains,  I  have  laid 
them  and  relaid  them  many  times,  cementing  them 
most  carefully  and  then  reinforced  the  joints  with 
another  coating  of  cement,  but  tree  roots  would 
force  their  way  in  somehow  and  either  fill  the  pipe 
or  break  it.  At  Cold  Spring  Harbour,  N.Y.,  I  piped 
a  spring  from  an  upper  level  in  six-inch  tile  pipe, 
and  it  filled  up  with  roots.  In  one  case  the  root 
of  a  locust  tree  had  found  an  entrance,  and 
while  only  as  thick  as  a  sheet  of  letter  paper 
and  half-an-inch  wide  where  it  went  in,  we 
took  out  37  feet  of  branching,  matted  roots, 
which  nearly  filled  the  pipe.  Then  I  had  the 
pipe  relaid  with  extra  care,  but  to  no  purpose  ; 
the  roots  would  have  water  and  knew  how  to  get 
it,  even  where  there  was  no  leak.  Here  is  a  chance 
for  a  question  about  the  habits  of  tree  roots  in 
their  search  for  water;  but  having  fought  this 
"instinct"  of  roots  for  many  years  I  have  given 
up  trying  to  solve  the  riddle. 

Eemembering  these  things,  when  we  obtained 
another  spring  to  bring  down,  I  bought  four- inch  iron 
"  soil-pipes,"  caulked  the  collars  with  oakum  and 
then  ran  lead  arou]:}d  on  the  oakum.    After  this 


the  lead  was  caulked,  and  the  pipe  will  carry  water 
for  a  century  without  interference  from  roots.  This 
method  and  pump  logs  are  the  only  means  I  know 
of  to  convey  water  underground  without  interference 
from  roots  if  there  are  trees  near.  A  willow  or  a 
locust  will  send  roots  a  hundred  yards  for  water  if 
it  is  there,  while  on  the  other  side  of  the  tree  the 
roots  might  not  extend  fifty  feet. 

It  is  said  that  iron  filings  mixed  with  cement  will 
keep  roots  from  the  joints  of  drain  tile.  Having 
no  experience  with  this,  it  is  mentioned  without 
comment. 

Dams. 

These  cannot  be  too  carefully  made  to  contend 
with  pressure,  leakage,  muskrats,  crawfish,  frost, 
and  other  things  which  are  ever  working  to  help 
water  to  get  to  the  lowest  possible  point.  The 
following  is  from  a  newspaper  which  came  after 
this  chapter  was  begun  : — 

"  Ndnda,  N.Y.,  Jan.  30,  1899.— Miller's  dam  went 
out  this  morning.  The  washout,  which  resulted  from 
undermining  by  muskrats,  entails  heavy  loss  to  mill 
owners  who  have  utilised  the  water.  The  disaster 
occurred  at  a  time  when  the  valuable  ice  crop  was 
nearly  ready  to  harvest." 

In  building  a  dam,  whether  of  earth,  stone,  logs, 
or  a  combination  of  any  or  all  these  materials,  the 
greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  lay  the  foundation 
so  deep  that  no  trickle  of  water  excavation,  of 
muskrat  or  crawfish,  can  go  under  it,  and  at  the 
sides  the  dam  should  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent 
such  mishaps. 

So  much  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  materials  to  be  used  that  it  is  impossible 
to  go  further  into  the  construction  of  dams  than 
to  say :  Make  them  about  twice  as  strong  as  you 
think  they  need  be  and — then  make  them  a  little 
stronger. 

Screens  for  Ponds. 
Screens  should  be  made  at  least  ten  times 
larger    than  the  space  required  for  the  water. 
For  instance,  if  the  flow  will  pass  through  a 
hole  six  inches  square,  the  screen  should  be 
at  the  least  calculation  nineteen  inches  each  way, 
giving  361  square  inches,  which  will  allow  for 
some  portions  of  it  to  become  clogged,  and  yet  pass 
the  water  through  easily;  this  also  diminishes 
the  chance  of  stoppage  by  its  slower  flow,    A  good 
form  for  a  small  outlet  is  a  trough,  say  six  feet 
long  by  two  feet  wide  and  twenty  inches  deep,  with 
a  dam  near  the  lower  end  about  fifteen  inches 
high.    When  the  screens  are  placed  in  this,  above 
the  dam,  slanting  the  top  down  stream  at  an  angle 
of  45  degrees,  it  gives  a  good  screen  surface,  the 
dam  being  placed  at  the  height  at  which  the  water 
is  to  stand  in  the  pond,  and  the  screen  made  to 
slide  between  slats.    Great  care  must  be  taken  in 
setting  such  a  trough,  if  in  earth,  that  the  water 
does  not  work  around  and  under  it,  or  that  frost  does 
not  lift  it  out  of  place ;  the  former  may  be  provided 
for  by  wide  flanges,  which  make  a  sort  of  bulkhead 
and  obstruct  the  direct  passage  of  crawfish,  earth- 
worms, or  other  borers,  which  by  starting  a  small 
leak  will  soon  cause  a  large  one  before  its  presence 
is  suspected.    To  guard  against  upheaval  by  frost, 
in  a  climate  where  the  brook  trout  love  to  dwell,  is 
a  more  difficult  matter ;  but  my  own  experience  on 
this  point  leads  to  a  preference  for  light  soils  for 
tamping  aroimd  the  outlet  box  instead  of  clay, 
which  I  first  used  on  account  of  its  resistance  to 
water,  but  afterward  abandoned  after  a  winter's 
fight  with  frost  in  favour  of  a  sandy,  gravelly  soil 
which  was  found  to  serve  the  purpose  as  well  as 
far  as  the  frost  was  concerned,  but  which  afforded 
excellent   digging  for  the   crawfish  (fresh-water 
lobster)  with  which  the  stream  was  infested,  and 
whose  tunnels  once  made  in  clay  never  by  any 
chance  closed  up  ;  and  knowing  their  dislike  to 
work  in  either  sawdust  or  tanbark  a  space  of  about 
a  foot  was  filled  with  these  materials,  so  that  there 
was  a  barrier  running  around  the  box,  backed  in 
front  and  rear  by  soil  which  was  thought  to  be  the 
least  affected  by  frost. 

The  screens  should  be  made  with  as  large  spaces 
between  the  slats  or  wires  as  the  size  of  the  fish 
demands,  and  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  have 
the  outlet  boxes  of  the  different  ponds  and  the 
frames  all  of  one  size,  so  as  to  be  readily  inter- 
changeable. The  wires  or  slats  for  the  fish  of  half- 
a-pound  or  over  may  have  a  half-inch  space  between 
them,  and  for  this  purpose  well  galvanised  iron  wire 
is  best,  or,  if  not  convenient,  a  screen  can  be  made 
of  planed  lath  set  edgeways ;  while  for  yearlings 
well  tarred  wire  cloth  of  four  wires  to  the  inch  is 
necessary,  and  for  the  fry  during  the  first  months 


Fair  Anglers. 
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at  least  fourteen  wires  to  the  inch.   Screens  for  the 
inlets  are  best  placed  perpendicularly,  in  order  that 
no  trout  may  lie  under  them  and  shoot  up  stream 
when  the  screen  is  raised.   The  disposition  of  water 
It/  own  way,  and  that  way  being  always 
diflerent  from  our  way,  combined  with  the  disposi- 
tion of  trout  in  their  younger  days  to  prefer  any 
location  rather  than  that  which  we  have  provided  for 
them,  renders  the  subject  of  screens  and  appliances 
for  confinmg  them  a  very  important  one  to  the  fish- 
cuJturist,  and  one  liable  to  defeat  all  his  calculations 
and  waste  all  his  time,  labour,  and  money  if  not 
properly  considered.   I  have  kept  sharks  and  whales 
in  confinement,  and  have  seen  the  wildest  of  beasts 
and  birds  so  kept,  but  of  all  animals  that  man 
conhnes  there  is  none  so  uncertain  to  be  found  in 
the  morning,  where  it  was  apparently  so  seciu:e 
the  night  before,  as  a  brook  trout  of  an  inch  and  a 
half  long.    It  IS  an  impossibility  to  confine  them 
m  a  stream,  and  very  difficult  in  a  pond,  as  a  crack 
or  worm  hole  in  a  board,  or  in  the  earth  or  masonry 
will  be  found  by  a  hundred  little  eyes,  and  its  size 
tested  by  half  as  many  heads,  and  if  water  flows 
through  It  they  are  very  apt  to  follow,  no  matter 
where  it  may  lead,  nor  whether  return  is  possible 
ihe  instinct  of  a  trout  impels  it  to  jump  at  a  fall 
or  m  going  up  stream,  hence  provision  must  be 
made  to  stop  them  from  leaping  over  the  inlet 
screen  by  a  projecting  board  or  other  device,  more 
especially  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  when  they  wish 
to  ascend  to  the  upper  waters  to  seek  suitable  places 
for  spawnmg.  ^ 

If  the  fry  are  kept  for  the  first  nine  months  or  a 
year  m  rearing  boxes  "  it  is  not  so  hard  to  confine 
them  as  it  is  in  the  outdoor  ponds  where  the  woodwork 
has  to  be  fitted  into  the  earth,  and  this  system  has 
Its  advantages,  which  are  security  of  confinement, 
compactness,  the  ease  with  which  they  can  be 
inspected  and  the  larger  ones  removed  from  their 
weaker  brethren,  and  the  protection  from  bird 
beast,  reptile,  and  insect  enemies  to  which  their 
relatives  in  the  outdoor  pond  are  exposed  To 
counterbalance  these  advantages,  we  have  in  the 
rearing  boxes  more  care  and  labour  and  less  natural 
lood.  Still  if  the  labour  can  be  given  it  is  the 
surest  way  for  the  first  three  months  at  least,  after 
which  time  they  are  better  able  to  stand  the  exposure 
of  outdoor  ponds  and  avoid  their  enemies,  which 
decrease  in  numbers  with  increasing  size. 

There  is  always  one  fence  in  summer  time  which 
detains  the  trout  more  effectually  than  any  screen, 
ihis  isthe  stream  of  warm  water  which  the  trout 
brook  empties  into,  and  although  they  may  seek 
its  depths  for  food  in  winter  after  running  down  off  the 
spawnmg  beds  the  first  hint  of  a  rising  temperature 
sends  them  back  to  the  cooler  spring  waters. 

A  good  self -cleaning  screen  for  large  trout  is  a 
revolving  cylinder  of  wire  cloth.    Make  disks  of 
eighteen  mches  with  four  strips  to  stiffen  the 
cylmder,  and  cover  this  with  No.  2  wire  cloth.  Eun  an 
axle  through  it,  and  set  it  so  that  it  will  revolve  in  the 
current  with  six  inches  of  water  to  turn  it— that  is 
set  It  in  water  to  that  depth.    A  half-inch  below 
the  cylinder  set  a  board  edgewise  under  its  centre 
and  all  leaves  and  fine  trash  will  be  passed  without 
clogging.    This  can  be  made  to  fit  a  trough  or  box 
A  coarse  screen  should  be  placed  in  front  of  it  to 
catch  sticks. 
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Tirl^K       ^^''^  a  wonderful  account. 

Wild  horses  could  not  tear  the  secret  from  me. 
l^iterature  and  angling  have  ever  been  associated, 
and  it  IS  pleasant  to  remember  that  Mr.  Percy  M 
Ihomton  IS  an  industrious  and  scholarly  literary 
^''^^^^  and  (its  Surroundings,'- 
.  J  "  .7^"^''*  ^y°^s*y'"  '•  The  Brunswick  Acces 
sion.  Foreign  Secretaries  of  the  191h  Century,' 
and  other  important  volumes,  have  just  been  fol- 
lowed by  Continental  Rulers  of  the  19th  Century  " 
a  most  important  addition  to  modern  history. 
With  great  love  of  archaeological  and  antiquarian 
gossip,  a  delight  m  natural  scenery  and  a  facile  pen, 

JJo' ..'?"^'^'  wo"J'5.  produce  a 

charmmg  book  if  he  would  narrate  his  experiences 
as  an  angler.  ^ 

I  have  heard  him  speak  with  animation  of  the 
ArnnM  ^        "^^t  ^hcse  were  Matthew 

Arnold  Professor  Blackie,  and  other  distinguished 
uu\f  Jr^r^o'  I^ydal  Water,  Sliguchan,  in  the 
Isle  of  Sky e  the  Spey,  the  Dee,  the  Cumberland 
-Lakes  are  but  a  few  of  the  places  where  Mr. 
Thornton  has  cast  a  fly.  He  will  be  off  soon  to 
Capel  Curig  and  fish  with  Mr.  P.  C.  Cobden,  an 
angler  and  cricketer  whose  wonderful  bowling  feat 
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ANGLEES  I  HAVE  KNOWN  AND 
FISHED  WITH. 


Thornton,  M.P, 


MR.  PERCY  M.  THORNTON,  M.P. 

In  these  stirring  days  when  our  leglislators  are 
indeed  "making  history,"  a  conscientious  member 
of  Parliament  has  but  little  time  for  sport  and 
recreation.    He  lives  laborious  days,  and  spends 
weary  nights  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  his 
constituents.  The  member  for  Clapham  is  one  of  the 
most  assiduous  representatives  in  Parliament,  but 
still  he  does,  by  dmt  of  tireless  industry  and  method 
contrive  to  get  his  rides  on  horseback  (he  is  one 
of  the  finest  horsemen  in  the  kingdom),  to  have  a 
bum  with  the  bat,  showing  some  of  his  old  Harrow 
:orm,  and  to  put  in  a  few  weeks'  fly  fishing  for 
;rout.    A  chat  with  Mr.  Thornton  on  fly  fishing 
s  a  revelation  in  enthusiasm.    Born  in  i841,  Mr 
Percy  M.  Thornton  became  an  angler  when  a  mere 
Doy,  and  his  love  for  the  sport  has  grown  with  his 
rears.    In  his  youth  a  splendid  runner,  a  good 
)oatman,  and  an  ardent  cricketer,  Mr.  Thornton 
s,  above  all,  a  fly  fisher,  and  he  counts  his  most 
oyous  days  those  which  he  has  spent  by  the  trout 
tream.    One  of  his  Clapham  constituents  has  just 
atroduced  him  to  a  secluded  Scotch  water  of 


against  Oxford  m  1866  is  well  remembered.  As  a 
member  of  Parliament  Mr.  Thornton  has  used  his 
mfluence  and  vote  in  the  interest  of  anglers  when- 
ever any  question  of  staying  the  pollution  of  rivers 
or  protection  of  fish  has  come  forward  As  a 
member  of  Parliament  he  has  often  been  dragged 
away  from  fishmg  to  attend  to  political  work,  and 
anglers  will  not  think  less  of  him  for  knowing  that 
whenever  he  found  himself  like  Desdemona  con 
fronted  with  a  "divided  duty"  angling  gave  way 
to  political  work.  In  the  quiet  of  thi  beautTfS 
country  Mr.  Thornton  has  thought  out  much  o 
his  work,  and  to  the  rest  and  change  which  fly 
fishing  has  afforded  him  may  be  largely  attributed 
that  mental   and   physical   activity  which  Mr 

Our  portrait  of  Mr.  Thornton  is  given  by  kind 
permission  of  Messrs.  Heaton  Bros.f  of  Lavender 
Hill,  whose  work  is  too  well  known  to  need  any 

Felix  Penne. 


A. I  J  XT  GAZETTE."-Many  ofiicers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  are  keen  fishermen,  and  to  those 
who  do  not  already  know  the  publication  now 
under  notice,  we  wish  to  highly  commend  it.  This 

S'.T^'^'^/l.P''''^^'^^'^  ^^^^y  Saturday,  is  well 
worth  the  attention  of  all  interested  in  the  gentle 

S.r  of/'  "^t^'^estifg  to  ^ote  that  in  addition  to 
other  attractions,  the  life  of  every  subscriber  is 
msured  by  the  proprietor  for  ^100  in  case  of  death 
when  travellmg  or  by  drowning  while  fishing 
The  paper  is  admurably  got  up,  and  brimful  of 
mterestmg  matter.  The  editor,  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston 
18  to  be  congratulated  on  his  production.— ^r?n  J 
and  Navy  Ommum  Gatherum,  April  15. 


}  ^  reminiscences  and  commit 

them  to  paper  there  comes  back  to  me  memories 
ot  countless  happy  and  successful   fishing  days 

mentioned,  who  won  renown  while  pursuing  the 

T  t      l^""  "^'^/^y  however  imperfectly 

discharged  may  be  my  self-imposed,  but  pleasing, 

Ittr^  1?^  ^  some  incidents 

which  will   prove  interesting  to  readers  of  the 
fj^^^ng  Gazette.    Yet,  in  the  fulfilment  of  my 
design    there  comes  the  sad  reflection  that  so 
many  friends  have  "  crossed  the  silent  river  " 
fi,ff  recollections  of  my  youth  is 

the  trout  fishing  Sir  Percyvall  Hart  Dyke  (father 
of  the  present  baronet)  allowed  my  brother  and 
fT.  LuUingstone,  Kent, 

through  whose  beautiful  park  and  the  Eynsford 
meadows  runs  the  river  Darenth.    In  those  times 
five  and  six  brace  a  day  per  rod  was  quite  the  usual 
catch  and  frequently  much  exceeded,  trout  under 
5lb.  always  being  carefully  replaced  in  the  water, 
iwo-pound  specimens  were  then  not  uncommon 
captures,  and  once  I  caught  a  splendid  specimen 
of  6ilb.  in  that  prettiest  of  Kentish  streams 
"  O'er  whose  golden  sands 
Unnumbered  fishes  play  "— 
for  so  the  poet-Michael  Dray  ton-wrote  of  the 
Elver  Darenth  in  his  time.    My  brother  and  I 
caught   thurty-three   brace  of  sizeable   trout  in 
the  Park  and  Eynsford  waters  one  evening  and  the 
day  following,  in  May,  1866. 

The  Plough  Inn,  then  the  anglers'  "house  of 
call,  was  an  old  edifice  with  thatched  roofs,  kept 
by  widow  Humfries,  long  since  "  gone  to  her  rest!" 
At  tourteen  years  I  was  sent  to  business  in  London, 
but  on  my  very  occasional  holidays  could  gener- 
ally  be  found  with  fly-rod  in  hand,  beside  the 
Darenth  The  Lion,  Farningham,  was  then,  as  it 
IS  now,  the  "anglers'  inn,"  and  there  I  sometimes 
met  Samuel  Phelps,  the  tragedian,  who  was  a 
famous  fly  fisherman. 

Those  of  my  readers  familiar  with  Farnmgham 
will  remember  the  town  bridge,  and  large  chestnut 
river"^  ^^^^^  branches  over  the 

Others  of  my  Darenth  friends  were  Charles 
Messenger,  sen.,  his  sons   Charles  and  George, 
Jack    Eidley,  and  Thomas  Barton,  all  of  them 
expert  fishermen  who  "  filled  their  creels  "  between 
the  years  1836  and  1845. 

Some  of  my  schoolfellows  were  the  sons  of 
farmers  whose  meadows  bordered  the  stream,  and 
who  gave  my  brother  and  me  their  unrestricted 
permission  to  fish;  thus  we  had  a  free  course 
up-stream  from  Hawley  through  Darenth,  South 
Darenth  Sutton-at-Hone.  Horton-Iurby,  and 
Farnmgham  to  Eynsford.  A  choice  bit  of  the 
river  was  the  half  mile  between  Henry  Hall's 
paper  mills  and  the  little  "pug  mill  "  further 
up-stream.  Many  were  the  "lusty  trout"  we 
captured  there,  as  evening  was  closing  in,  by 
temptmgly  "dapping"  a  large  live  moth  over  a 
bush  where  we  had  "spotted"  a  fine  fish  that 
would  not  rise  to  the  fly  in  daytime.  A  three 
days  holiday  to  Eye  House  about  the  year  1848 
eventuated  in  my  making  the  acquaiiitance  of 
?u  Gibson,  "Job"  West,  and  other 

J  .  Lea  anglers,  which  led  to  my  adding  pike 
and  all  round  "  piscatorial  pursuits  to  my  trout 
hshrng.  This  visit  was  in  late  September,  and  I 
saw  Mr.  Gibson  catch  several  chub  exceeding  41b 
each  "  leger-fishing "  with  cheese-paste.  I  also 
gaffed  a  15lb.  pike  for  "  Job "  West  that  he 
captured  m  the  St.  Margaret's  water. 

One  day  a  friend  and  I  called  upon  West's  tailor, 
who  also  was  a  Lea  angler,  when  he  asked  us  if  we 
would  like  to  try  on  a  waistcoat  he  had  made  for 
West,  who  exceeded  six  feet  in  height  and  weighed 
over  twenty-eight  stone.  Neither  my  friend  nor  I 
were  "  little  'uns  "  (each  over  fourteen  stone),  but 
we  stood  one  in  front  of  the  other,  and  the 
garment  buttoned  easily  round  both  of  us,  with 
room  to  spare.  West  and  the  late  J.  AV.  Gant 
were  fishmg  one  sultry  Saturday  evening  in 
August  at  Ponders  End.  The  Pike  and  Anchor 
Inn  being  crowded  with  anglers— staying  over 
Sunday— they  had  to  occupy  a  small  bed  in  a 
small  room;  Gant  slept  next  the  waU,  and  told 
me  "  he  was  half  suffocated." 

The  river  Cray,  which  rises  near  Orpington, 
Kent,  m  my  youthful  days  held  "good  store"  of 
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trout,  though  not  so  large  as  those  of  the  Dareiith  ; 
yet  they  were  "  acrobats  "  that  rose  freely,  and 
gave  the  fly  fishermen  fine  sport.  The  fishing  was 
good  "from  St.  Mary  Cray,  through  Pauls  Cray  and 
Foots  Cray  (where  at  the  Seven  Stars  Inn  ale  was 
sold  bjj  the  yard),  then  on  past  Bexley  to  Crayford 
and  Barns  Cray.  I  once  saw  my  schoolmaster, 
Mr.  T.  Barton,  catch  a  fine  perch  with  an  artificial 
fly  (Red  Spinner)  in  the  "  tail  water  "  of  Cannon's 
Flour  Mill,  Bexley. 

Now  the  Cray  is  infested  with  jack  and  pike,  the 
progeny  of  those  washed  into  the  stream  many 
years  ago  when  the  lake  at  Blendon  Park  burst  its 
banks ;  consequently  trout  are  nearly  all,  if  not 
quite,  destroyed. 

At  the  Wellington  Inn,  Shoreditch,  about  the 
year  1852,  was  to  be  seen  a  f  ne  collection  of  speci- 
men fish  belonging  to  an  East  Ead  angling  society. 
Among  them  were  six  pike  caught  one  winter 
morning  by  my  acquaintance.  Job  West.  The  pike 
weighed  28Ib.,  211b.,  171b.,  131b.,  111b.,  and  91b., 
together  991b.  The  particulars  of  the  capture  of 
these  six  fine  fish,  with  an  illustration  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  place,  I  hope  to  give  later  on. 

A.  Jaedine, 

{To  he  continued.) 


SCIENTIFIC  TACKLE. 
By  Edward  G.  Taylor. 


Last  season  I  wrote  a  series  of  articles  for  the 
American  Field  entitled  "  Practical  Angling.' 
Since  the  publication  of  these  articles  I  have 
received  so  many  letters  from  difi'erent  sections  of 
the  United  States  requesting  information  about 
the  kind  of  fishing  tackle  I  use,  for  both  fly  and 
bait  casting,  that  I  have  decided  to  answer  these 
inquiries  through  the  columns  of  the  American 
Field. 

The  art  of  angling  has  been  keeping  pace  with 
modem  progress  until  it  has  reached  a  high  scien- 
tific standard.  From  the  bone  fish  hooks  used  by 
the  South  Sea  Islanders  to  the  No.  14  feathered 
trout  fly  hook  of  to-day  is  a  long  jump.  I  know  of 
no  more  beneficial  [recreation  than  angling.  '  Its 
devotee  must  get  near  to  Nature,  in  the  glorious 
open  air.  God  was  surely  wise  in  providing  such 
a  variety  of  tastes.  Thus  one  man  likes  to  fish  for 
the  tarpon,  the  silver  king  of  southern  coast  waters. 
Another  man  prefers  to  match  his  strength  and 
skill  against  that  real  king  of  game  fishes,  the 
mighty  tuna  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  A  2001b.  tuna 
will  fight  longer  and  harder  than  any  fish  ever 
caught  by  hook,  reel,  and  line ;  yet  the  tackle  used 
to  capture  this  mighty  fish  is  exceedingly  frail 
considering  the  task  in  hand.  Just  think  of  the 
marvellous  feat  of  hooking,  checking  the  mad 
rushes  of,  and  finally  bringing  to  gaff'  a  black  sea 
bass  weighing  2;j01b.,  using  a  rod  not  over  seven 
feet  in  length,  and  weighing  less  than  seventeen 
ounces,  and  a  line  no  thicker  than  common  cotton 
twine.  The  reel  used  is  as  carefully  made  as  a 
watch,  and  although  much  depends  on  the  man 
who  wields  the  rod,  still  the  tackle  must  be 
perfect  and  of  the  best  material. 

The  lighter  the  tackle  used  in  catching  fish  the 
greater  is  the  amount  of  pleasure  experienced  by 
the  genuine  angler,  for  the  fish  has  a  better  fighting 
chance  to  escape,  and  this  uncertainty  adds  zest  to 
the  sport.  The  old  story  of  the  country  boy,  with 
a  cut  hickory  pole,  common  ringed  hook  and  big 
string  of  trout,  laughing  at  the  city  angler  who  has 
an  outfit  worth  one  hundred  dollars  and  no  fish,  is 
a  thing  of  the  past.  Hundreds  of  expert  fly 
casters  have  mastered  the  science  of  angling  and 
the  boot  is  now  on  the  other  foot,  for  we  have  pro 
grossed  from  the  hickory  pole,  cotton  line  and 
worms,  to  the  three-and-a-half  ounce  split-bamboo 
fly-rod,  two-ounce  reel,  enamelled  silk  line,  gossamer 
leader  and  artificial  fly  ;  and,  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert,  these  frail  bits  of  modern  fishing  tackle  will 
fill  the  heart  with  delight  and  the  creel  with  trout. 

Many  men  of  many  minds  is  a  saying  surely 
realised  when  one  thinks  of  the  great  variety  of 
rods,  reels,  lines,  and  flj  hooks  ofl^ered  for  sale  by 
dealers  and  in  use  by  the  modern  angler. 

This  article  shall  be  restricted  to  the  tackle  used 
in  fly-casting  for  brook  trout  and  grayling.  Strange 
as  it  may  seem  to  many  anglers,  who  may  think 
that  the  latter  i-are  and  beautiful  fish  has  become 
extinct,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  the  grayling  may  be 
found  still  inhabiting  the  headwaters  of  the 
Manistee  and  Au  Sabh  rivers,  in  Michigan.  Both 


of  these  streams  head  up  near  the  line  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  with  the  village  of 
Grayling  as  a  common  centre.  There  one  can  go 
west  a  few  miles  and  strike  the  Manistee,  or  he 
may  fish  down  the  Au  Sable  river,  from  Grayling, 
in  boats,  going  so  far  as  his  fancy  shall  dictate. 
Boats  and  guides  can  be  secured  at  Grayling  and 
livery  [rates  are  quite  reasonable.  To-day  these 
waters  contain  both  trout  and  grayling. 

No  fresh-water  game  fish  in  America  can  furnish 
the  same  amount  of  sport,  weight  for  weight,  as 
the  rainbow  trout  which  inhabits  the  Au  Sable 
waters.    The  bed  of  the  stream  has  a  steep  incline 
that  causes  the  current  to  flow  swiftly,  and  this,  in 
a  measure,  accounts  for  the  remarkable  agility  and 
endurance  displayed  by  these  trout ;  yet  I  suspect 
there  must  be  some  other  more  potent  reason.  I 
have  taken  rainbow  trout  from  many  other  swift 
streams,  but  the  same  sized  fish  in  other  waters 
does  not  make  as  interesting  a  fight  as  does  the 
Au  Sable  River  trout.    I  would  advise  any  angler 
intending  to  fish  the  Au  Sable  to  provide  himself 
with  the  best  of  tackle.   My  choice  is  a  4j0z.  split 
bamboo  rod,  hand  made,  9ft.  in  length.    A  rod  of 
this  length  and  weight,  if   properly  made  and 
handled,  will  tire  out  and  kill  a  51b.  rainbow  trout. 
The  line  shouldbeof  enamelled  silk,  sizeF,for  a4.jOz. 
rod  and  size  H  for  a  6oz.  rod,  the  latter  as  heavy 
tackle  as  any  angler  should  use  in  taking  trout.  Use 
as  fine  a  leader  as  possible,  for  it  is  more  sports- 
manlike, increases  the  chances  for  deceiving  the 
big  fishes,  and,  by  giving  the  trout  a  chance  for  his 
life,  enhances  the  sport.    I  use  one  fly,  nineteen 
years  of  experience   having   convinced  me  that 
method  is  the  acme  of  scientific  fly-casting  and 
brings  the  best  returns  in  large  fishes.    Save  in 
Colorado,  Idaho,  and  New  Mexico  waters,  I  use 
small  flies,  Nos.  10,  12,  and  14  being  the  greatest 
killers.    The  trend  of  the  modern  expert  fly  fisher- 
man is  toward  thin  leaders  and  small  flies,  especially 
on  well-fished  streams.^ — American  Field. 


LOUGH  DEEG.* 


{Continued  from  page  317.) 
"  The  most  wonderful  part  of  the  story  remains 
to  be  told.  Ever  since  that  fatal  day,  even  down 
to  our  own  times,  whenever  a  peal  is  rung  from 
Bosham  tower  the  lost  tenor  chimes  in  with  her 
sister-bells,  and  anyone  standing  at  the  brink  of 
the  bell-hole  can  to  this  day  hear  plainly  and 
distinctly  the  whole  octave  peal." 

"  And  this  is  the  sort  of  story  wherewith  you 
humbug  the  natives  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 

"  It  is  no  humbug  at  all,"  said  the  Parson.  "  The 
legend  of  the  bell-hole  in  Chichester  Harbour  is  as 
I  tell  you ;  and  as  for  the  lost  tenor  I  have  heard 
it  myself." 

"  Bravo,  Parson  1  the  Squire  was  not  far  wrong." 
"  Stop  a  moment,"  said  the  Parson.  "  I  said 
that  this  story  bore  all  the  marks  of  a  true  legend  ; 
it  is  strictly  local — that  is  to  say,  it  will  fit  no  other 
place  in  the  world.  There  is  at  the  confluence  of 
Chichester  Harbour  and  Bosham  Creek  that  curious 
whirlpool.  There  are,  no  doubt,  natural  causes 
why  it  should  be  so  round  and  deep — deeper,  in  fact, 
than  the  rest  of  the  harbour ;  but  these  causes  are 
not  evident.  Moreover,  if  you  stand  there  when 
the  bells  are  ringing  you  do  hear  the  octave  bell, 
which  bell  does  not  now  exist  in  the  Bosham  peal, 
and  which,  tradition  says,  was  taken  from  them  by 
the  Danes.  Now  remember,  what  I  call  a  true 
legend  is  an  attempt  made  by  an  imaginative  people 
to  account  for  a  local  and  natural  phenomenon  by 
means  of  supernatural  agency.  It  is  a  musical 
fact  that  it  you  strike  the  third  and  fifth  at  the 
same  time  in  full  holding  notes  they  will  pro- 
duce, besides  their  own  tones,  the  octave  also. 
Now  the  woods  of  Itchenor,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  harbour,  are  so  disposed  by  the  natural  sweep 
of  the  ground  as  to  throw  back  a  perfect  echo  to  the 
bell-hole  ;  and,  consequently,  whenever  the  true 
tone  of  the  third  bell  crosses  the  echoed  sound  of 
the  fifth,  the  octave,  or  lost  bell,  sounds  also,  and, 
of  course,  it  is  heard  at  the  bell-hole,  and  nowhere 
else.  Now  this  legend,  which  I  really  consider  a 
valuable  one,  is  the  key  that  has  unlocked  to  me 
the  supernatural  history  of  the  Erne.  I  told  it  to 
Pat  one  sunny  day  when  we  were  obliged  to  give 
up  fishing  (of  course,  without  the  philosophical 
explanation),  and  it  opened  his  heart  at  once.  I 


*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.  F.O, 


was  no  longer  the  sneering  heretic,  but  a  true 
believer.  Then  and  there  I  was  presented  at  the 
court  of  the  Erne  Fairy  King,  and  from  that  time 
forward  have  I  been  partaker  in  the  innermost 
secrets  of  his  cabinet." 

By  this  time  there  began  to  be  a  stir  among  the 
boatmen,  the  sun  had  been  for  some  while  under 
the  horizon,  and  the  shades  of  evening  were  adding 
solemnity  to  the  landscape.  There  was  not  a  breath 
of  wind,  and  the  surface  of  the  lake,  which  even  yet 
retained  its  dull,  red  glow,  became  still  and  dark  as 
a  sheet  of  copper.  'The  rods,  which  hitherto  had 
been  pitched  in  the  turf  by  their  spikes,  were 
removed  into  the  boat,  together  with  the  miscel- 
laneous articles  of  the  encampment,  and  Johnny 
M'Gowan  came  up  with  a  smiling  and  hopeful 
countenance. 

"  The  boatman  says,  says  he,  the  night  will  do 
iligant." 

"  The  sooner  we  are  off  the  better,"  said  the 
Captain,  jumping  up  and  hastening  to  the  boat, 
which  had  been  launched  and  lay  floating  beside 
a  rock. 

But  if  the  Captain  was  in  a  hurry  the  boatmen 
were  not ;  everything  was  done  slowly  and  deliber- 
ately for  the  purpose  of  whiling  away  the  time,  and 
it  was  nearly  dark  when  they  arrived  at  a  part  of 
the  lake  where  the  shallowness  of  the  water  and 
the  sandy  nature  of  the  bottom  appeared  to  their 
experience  as  suited  to  the  spot. 

But  the  surface  here  was  just  as  dark  and  unmoved 
as  that  of  any  part  they  had  visited.  It  seemed  as 
if  neither  trout  nor  living  animal  of  any  kind  was 
ever  to  be  found  beneath  it. 

"Their  honours  had  better  take  off  the  drop 
flies,"  said  the  boatman;  "a  tangle  by  this  light 
would  spoil  the  sport." 

"  I  think  I  shall  take  off  one  of  them,"  said  the 
Parson,  "  but  in  calm  weather  like  this  I  am  not 
much  afraid  of  entangling  my  flies  by  day  or  night." 

"  I  suppose  the  proper  fly  for  this  work  would  be 
the  white  moth,"  said  the  Captain.  "  Bother  that 
fellow  for  leaving  the  books  behind.  I  have  plenty 
of  them,  and  have  never  had  the  chance  of  using 
one  yet." 

"  I  believe  the  white  moth  is  a  regular  humbug," 
said  the  Parson,  "  though  you  see  it  in  every  man's 
book — not  but  what  it  would  catch  by  night,  or 
anything  else  the  fish  can  see ;  but  white  is  the 
very  worst  colour  that  you  can  show  at  night 
because  it  is  the  most  invisible  against  the  sky, 
which  is  the  position  in  which  the  fish  see  it. 
Black  is  the  colour;  and,  strange  to  say,  you 
cannot  fish  with  too  small  a  fly — the  white  moth 
is  many  sizes  too  large." 

"  And  here's  a  dodge  worth  knowing,"  said  the 
Captain,  who  had  measured  out  twenty  feet  of  line, 
and  then  tied  a  piece  of  white  silk  round  that  part 
of  the  reel-line  which  was  just  under  his  thumb. 
"  In  ten  minutes'  time  we  shall  not  be  able  to  see 
the  tops  of  our  rods,  and  it  may  be  useful  to  know 
how  much  line  one  has  out." 

"  But,  Paddy,  my  man,"  said  the  Parson,  "  I  do 
not  see  any  trout  here." 

"  Wait  a  bit,  your  honom:,  I'll  engage  we  see 
them." 

And  wait  they  did  for  another  half-hour,  while 
the  glow  of  their  respective  pipes  and  cigars  showed 
out  plainer  and  plainer  as  the  night  grew  dark. 

"  By  heavens  I  there  are  those  rascally  swans 
flapping  their  wings  and  cleaning  themselves,"  said 
the  Captain.    "  It  is  all  up  with  us  now." 

"  It's  the  throut,  your  honour,"  said  the  boatman. 
"  Sure  enough  it  is,"  said  the  Parson,  who  had 
been  craning  over  the  boat's  side  with  his  eye  close 
to  the  water,  and  looking  along  the  surface  so  as  to 
bring  the  horizon  behind  the  object.  "  They  are 
dotting  the  whole  lake  like  a  hailstorm.  Shove 
us  half-a-dozen  yards  more  to  the  eastward.  That 
will  do."  And  he  cast  at  the  sound.  "  Hurrah  ! 
that  is  in  him  I  "  as  the  chattering  reel  announced 
a  capture. 

"  And  that  is  in  him,  too,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  and  a  precious  big  one  mine  is." 

The  difficulty  now  was  to  prevent  the  two  fish 
from  crossing  the  lines,  which  would  have  ensured 
the  escape  of  both,  and  the  loss  of  more  valuable 
time  than  they  could  spare,  especially  as  both 
lines  were  somewhat  imprudently  garnished  with 
droppers.  But  the  Parson's  fish  being  a  small  one 
was  soon  secured,  and  without  waiting  the  result 
of  the  Captain's  battle  his  line  was  again  cast  out 
towards  the  sound  of  another  rise. 

If  it  is  impossible  to  treat  a  big  fish  at  night  with 
the  same  care  and  ceremony  of  playing  and  giving 
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line  which  he  expects  to  receive  by  day,  so  also 
is  it  less  necessary,  for  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  fish  breaking  his  hold.  The  night-rise  of  the 
trout  is  as  different  from  the  same  operation  per- 
formed in  the  daylight  as  one  thing  can  be  to 
another.  In  the  daylight  it  is  a  quick,  startled 
snatch,  like  a  boy  who  picks  a  pocket  and  runs 
away;  by  night  it  is  a  calm,  deliberate  smack. 
The  fish  lies  at  the  surface  with  the  top  of  his  back 
out  of  water,  and  on  seeing  a  fly  impels  him- 
self calmly  towards  it  with  a  slow  wave  of  his 
tail,  and  opening  his  mouth  with  a  sound  that 
resembles  a  hearty  kiss  more  than  it  does  anything 
else,  sucks  it  completely  into  his  gullet.  The  diffi- 
culty is  to  recover  the  fly  after  the  fish  is  landed, 
not  to  make  it  hold. 

In  the  present  instance  there  was  little  fear  for 
the  tackle,  which,  being  composed  of  the  gut  of 
damaged  salmon-flies,  was  much  stronger  than 
would  on  any  other  occasion  be  used  for  trout. 
The  only  difficult  manoeuvre  was  the  application 
of  the  landing-net,  which,  as  it  was  altogether  out 
of  the  question  to  see  the  line,  required  some  care 
and  contrivance.  The  fish  when  a  little  tired  was 
brought  to  the  surface  and  made  to  splash  the 
water.  This,  of  course,  was  easily  seen  by  the 
attendant,  and  the  net  was  insinuated  carefully 
under  him. 

For  somewhat  more  than  half-an-hour  did  they 
catch  as  fast  as  they  could  throw  ;  and  these  not 
the  little  fish  that  had  been  rising  during  the  day, 
but  the  patriarchs  of  the  flood.  The  very  smallest 
weighed  down  a  pound  and  a  half,  while  the  large 
ones  would  come  hard  upon  four  or  even  five  pounds. 
The  baskets  were  getting  full ;  when  suddenly — just 
as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun — the  sound  of  rising 
ceased,  the  lake  was  as  still  as  before,  and  the  fish 
seemed  to  have  retreated  by  word  of  command  and 
sought  the  depths  below. 

"  We'll  catch  no  more  now,"  said  the  boatman, 
"  till  maybe  one  or  two  in  the  morning." 

"  And  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  worth  while  to 
wait  for  that,"  said  the  Captain.  "The  Squire 
cannot  laugh  at  us  now  with  such  baskets  as  we 
shall  bring  home  ;  and  though  this  night-fishing  is 
a  thing  one  would  like  to  experience  once  in  one's 
life  it  is  nothing  like  fishing  by  daytime,  when  you 
see  yoiu:  enemy  and  your  enemy  sees  you." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Parson,  as  the  old  cot  sprung 
forward  under  the  hearty  efforts  of  all  hands,  "  it 
is  well  enough  to  catch  big  fish  ;  but  this  mode  is 
open  to  the  meanest  capacity,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  it  is  taking  a  dirty  advantage  over  them." 

It  was  much  too  dark  for  anyone  to  see  where 
they  were  going,  so  that  it  seemed  more  by  instinct 
than  anything  else  that  the  boat  touched  the 
shore  at  the  very  spot  where  they  had  been  taken 
in  that  morning.  The  boatmen,  paid  off,  returned 
to  spend  the  evening  in  Purgatory,  while  the 
remaining  four  picked  out,  as  best  they  might,  the 
pUgrim's  track  to  Pettigoe. 

This  task  was  soon  rendered  less  difiicult  by  the 
rising  of  the  moon,  which,  though  six  days  past  its 
full,  threw  quite  sufficient  light,  not  only  to  direct 
their  steps,  but  also  to  reveal  once  more  under  a 
different  aspect  the  wild  beauties  of  the  place. 

A  new  light  also  dawned  in  the  Captain's  mind. 
"  I  do  not  see,"  said  he,  "  why  we  should  stop  in 
this  horrid  little  village  when  we  might  sleep  com- 
fortably at  Mother  Johnstone's.  Let  us  have  out 
the  cars.  There  is  quite  light  enough  now  ;  and  if 
we  cannot  rouse  out  the  people  at  Belleek  I  will 
engage  to  get  in  by  the  window." 

"  Upon  my  word,  that  would  not  be  a  bad  plan," 
said  the  Parson.  "  We  cannot  get  at  the  stable  I 
know;  but  if  we  take  a  couple  of  feeds  of  corn 
with  us  and  turn  the  horses  out  in  the  meadow 
they  will  be  much  obliged  to  us,  and  Johnny  can 
sleep  at  Pat's  house  :  so  that  is  all  settled." 

And  so  it  was ;  for  the  next  morning  the  John- 
stone family,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  fisher- 
men's absence,  had  returned  to  their  ancient 
slumbers,  were  startled  from  their  morning's  sleep 
by  the  Captain's  well-known  call — 

"  Why,  Sally,  you  have  not  got  any  water  ready 
for  sha^dng  yet  1  " 

[CONCLDDED.] 

Lyra  Piscatoeia  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishemien.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  Is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addres.sed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  6d. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gregory  0.  Batbman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  816.) 

CHAPTER  Yl.— continued. 

The  Bladderwort  {Utricularia  vulgaris)  (Fig. 
57)  is  a  rare  and  very  interesting  plant.  It  ia  found 
in  some  of  the  ponds  and  slow-running  rivers  of 
the  southern  and  eastern  counties  of  England. 
Its  leaves  are  divided  into  hair-like  segments,  to 
which  are  attached  numerous  small  bladders  of  a 
purplish  or  pinkish  colour.  The  bladders  are  for 
the  purpose  of  so  buoying  up  the  plant  that  its 
flowers  may  have  the  air  and  light  which  are  neces- 
sary to  their  development,  and  partly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  catching  food  for  the  plant  in  the  shape  of 
aquatic  insects.  The  bladders,  therefore,  are  not 
only  buoys  but  traps — veritable  insect  traps  formed 
on  the  same  principle  as  many  a  rat  or  mouse  trap. 
The  way  in  is  as  easy  as  the  way  out  is  difficult. 
If  the  bladders  of  one  of  these  very  interesting 
insect-feeding  plants  were  examined  during  the 
flowering  season,  it  would  be  found  that  nearly 
every  bladder  contained  its  prey  in  the  shape  of 
one  or  more  aquatic  insects  upon  which  the  plant 
was  either  feeding  or  upon  which  it  would  feed. 
Dr.  Taylor  in  his  book,  "  The  Sagacity  and  Morality 
of  Plants,"  describes  the  entrance  of  these  traps  as 
being  "  set  with  bristles  or  stiff  plant  hairs,  and 
which  point  inwards  so  that  insects  easUy  get  in 
but  cannot  get  out."  When  the  flowering  season 
is  over,  the  bladders  fill  with  water  and  the  whole 
plant  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  or  pond. 


Fig.  57.  Bladdebwoet  (Utricularia  vulgaris). 

The  rather  large  yellow  flowers  grow  in  clusters  of 
six  or  seven  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  stalk,  which 
is  raised  several  inches  above  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  greater 
portion  of  the  plant  decays,  leaving  the  hardish, 
oblong  terminal  buds,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  to 
lie  dormant  during  the  winter  at  the  botton  of  the 
water.  In  the  spring  these  buds  rise  to  the  surface 
and  grow  into  new  plants.  The  buds  may  be 
obtained  from  the  bottom  of  those  ponds  where 
the  plants  are  known  to  grow  by  means  of  a  fine 
muslin  net ;  or  they  may  be  taken  as  soon  as  they 
rise  to  the  surface,  in  the  spring.  When  procured, 
they  should  be  placed  in  the  aquarium,  where  they 
will  soon  become  interesting,  ornamental,  and 
useful. 

D".  neglecta,  a  very  rare  and  interesting  water- 
plant,  found  in  Essex,  Gloucestershire,  and  per- 
haps other  counties  of  England,  has  the  bladders 
upon  both  the  stem  and  its  thread-like  leaves ; 
while  U.vulgaris'poasesaes  them  only  on  its  leaves. 

The  Water  Violet  (Hottonia  palustris)  (Fig.  58) 
is  named  after  Professor  Hotton,  of  Leyden.  In 
some  respects  it  is  like  the  Water  Crowfoot,  though 
it  certainly  has  the  advantage  of  the  comparison. 
It  is  by  no  means  a  common  plant,  but  it  is  foimd 
plentifully  enough  in  the  ponds  and  ditches  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk.  Dealers  in  aquarium  necessaries 
are  generally  able  to  supply  this  weed  during  the 
season.  It  will  grow  well  in  a  tank,  but  it  should 
not  be  tied  in  a  bunch  and  sunk  by  a  stone  to  the 


This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
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bottom,  according  to  a  common  practice  ;  it  ought 
to  be  planted  separately,  a  piece  of  the  creeping 
root  being  attached.  H.  palustria  has  feathery 
leaves,  which  grow  in  tufts  under  the  water,  only 
the  upper  part  of  the  flower-stalk  rising  a  few 
inches  above  the  surface.  The  five-petalled  flowers 
are  rather  large,  and  vary  in  colour  from  piak  and 
yellow  to  almost  white. 

Amphibious  Persicaria  {Polygonum  amphibium) 
is  a  handsome  plant,  and  wUl  grow  readily  in  an 
aquarium.  It  is  not  uncommon,  and  is  found 
either  in  still  water  or  upon  marshy  land ;  but  when 
living  in  the  former  it  assumes  quite  a  different 
shape  to  that  which  it  has  when  growing  upon  the 


Fig.  58.  Water  Violet  (Hoxtonia  palustris). 

latter ;  indeed,  the  difference  is  so  great  that  the 
varieties  might  be  taken  for  two  distinct  species. 
In  the  one  case,  the  leaves  are  broad  and  smooth 
and  float  at  the  end  of  long  stalks ;  in  the  other, 
the  stem  is  short  and  the  leaves  are  narrow  anfl 
rough.  The  flowers  are  rose-coloured.  A  portion 
of  this  plant  having  a  piece  [of  the  creeping  stem 
attached  (which  stem  ought  to  be  sending  out  roots 
at  a  joint  or  two)  should  be  set  in  the  sand  at  the 
bottom  of  the  aquarium. 

The  Flowering  Rush  {Butomus  umhellatus)  (Fig. 
59)  is  an  exceedmgly  pretty  water  plant.  It  has 
narrow,  three  -  cor  - 
nered  leaves,  which 
spring  from  the  root, 
and  its  beautiful  pink 
or  purple  flowers  grow 
in  a  bunch  upon  the 
top  of  a  long  and 
circular  stem.  This 
plant  is  foimd  in 
ponds  and  slow-run- 
ning rivers,  and  blos- 
soms from  June  to 
September.  The 
Flowering  Rush  will 
grow  very  well  in  an 
aquarium  if  a  small 
plant  (having  its 
tuberous  root)  is 
placed  in  a  pot  con- 


PiG.  59.  Flowebinq  Rush 
(Butomus  umbellatus). 


taining  rich  garden  mould,  covered  with  plentj'  of 
well-washed  gravel. 

{To  he  continued.) 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUEAL  HlfiftOEY  * 


I  HAVE  experienced  so  much  difficullri.'  in  deter- 
mining what  is  (to  my  mind)  the  best  form  of 
tackle  for  spinning  that  I  make  no  apology  for 
submitting  to  those  who  are  fond  of  this  very 
pleasant  mode  of  fishing  the  results  at  which  I 
have  arrived.  And  I  do  so  without  hesitation : 
not  that  I  have  the  slightest  intention  of  asserting 
my  style  of  tackle  to  be  perfect  (for  most  old 
fishermen  have  their  own  peculiar  wrinkles,  many 
of  which  might  probably  be  adopted  with  advan- 
tage, in  addition  to,  if  not  in  lieu  of,  my  own),  but 
simply  because,  ha%ing  in  vain  consulted  the 
ordinary  books  on  fishing  for  the  information  I 
required,  I  should  ha^  e  been  very  glad  some  years 

*  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeon, 
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ago  to  obtain  that  which  I  now  offer  "as  the  result 
of  actual  experience  ;  and,  believing  that  the  want 
has  not  yet  been  supplied,  I  think  it  not  impro 
bable  that  others  may  still  be  in  the  same  case. 

Your  spinning-rod  (for  trout)  should  not  be 
shorter  than  twelve  and  a-half  nor  exceed  sixteen 
feet  in  length.  For  boat-work,  and  indeed  when 
fishing  from  the  shore,  if  the  water  is  sufficiently 
deep  along  the  side  next  you  and  the  bank  clear 
one  of  about  thirteen  feet  will  generally  be  found 
to  answer  every  purpose  ;  but  for  use  off  weirs,  or 
from  the  bank  where  the  water  runs  shallow  near 
the  shore,  or  is  grown  up  with  reeds,  it  is  generally 
advisable  to  have  a  somewhat  longer  one. 

Whole  cane  is  the  best  material  for  the  rod 
One  great  advantage  of  cane  is  its  lightness, 
quality  which,  having  due  regard  to  strength,  can 
hardly  be  too  much  insisted  on  ;  for  a  continuous 
day's  spinning,  when  you  are  out  of  practice,  is 
backaching  work  even  with  a  light  rod,  much  more 
so  with  a  heavy  one. 

A  trout  spinning-rod  can  generally  be  converted 
into  one  applicable  to  pike  by  substituting  the 
short,  stiff  top  for  the  longer  one,  or  (if  extra  heavy 
baits  be  used)  for  the  two  upper  joints  required  for 
lighter  and  finer  work,  Where,  however,  very 
heavy  baits  are  exclusively  employed— the  fashion 
in  some  places,  though  I  by  no  means  recommend 
it  for  general  adoption— it  will  be  found  a  matter 


Fig.  1. 

of  economy  to  have  a  stouter  rod  built  for  the 
purpose,  as  the  undue  strain  to  which  a  light  rod 
would  be  thus  subjected  would  soon  ruin  it 
however  good  it  might  be. 

Over  the  button  at  the  bottom  of  the  rod  should 

be  strained  and  fastened  a  piece  of  washleather  

or,  what  is  perhaps  better,  thin  india-rubber  

which  will  be  found  of  great  service  and  comfort 
in  preventing  the  rod  from  slipping,  as  it  is  other- 
wise sometimes  inclined  to  do,  when  you  are 
throwing  under  difficulties. 

By  all  means  have  your  rod-rings  sufficiently 
large.  They  should,  of  course,  be  fixed  upright. 
Very  good  ones  may  be  made  of  thick  br^tss  wire, 
hammered  sufficiently  to  be  quite  hard  without 
being  brittle.  That  next  the  hand  should  be 
formed  by  giving  the  wire  a  complete  turn,  and 
bringing  the  ends  down  from  above  over  the  rod, 
thus  (Fig.  1),  leading  them  afterwards  a  little  way 
along  the  butt,  to  admit  of  their  being  whipped  on. 
The  line  will  be  thus  prevented  from  getting  hung 
up  round  the  ring,  which  it  will  otherwise  infallibly 
do  sometimes.  For  that  at  the  end  of  the  rod  I 
think  there  is  nothing  so  good  as  a  hollow-edged 
ring  of  steel,  enclosed  in  strong  brass  wire,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  2;  the  principal 
advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that  as 
the  ring  can  be  turned  round  in  the 
wire,  there  is  no  fear  of  the  line 
wearing  a  furrow  in  it,  as  will  be 
found  to  be  the  ease  after  a  time 
when  it  is  a  fixture.  Some  time 
ago  I  mentioned  this  kind  of  ring 
to  a  London  fishing-tackle  maker, 
when  he  said  he  thought  he  could 
get  the  thing  nicely  done  in  agate. 
Rather  fancying  the  material,  from 
the  idea  that  the  line  would  run 
pleasantly  through  it,  I  requested 
him  to  have  one  made  for  me  as  a 
sample.     He  accordingly  did  so, 

T  1.  ,  wh^n,  on  inquiring  the  price,  which 
I  ought  to  have  done  before,  I  found  it  was  five 
shillmgs!  Those  of  German-silver  cost  about 
sixpence  apiece. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  a  really  good 
spinnmg-lme  for  trout;  yet  at  the  same  time 
nothmg  IS  more  essential  to  the  comfort  and  the 
success  of  the  fisherman.  The  three  things  which 
constitute  a  good  line  are  fineness,  softness,  and 
absence  of  any  disposition  to  "kink." 

[To  be  contmned.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  is  nothing 
to  record  from  the  Thames  this  week  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain.  No  trout  have  been  caught, 
and  thus  there  is  a  blank  week  for  the  first  time  sfnce 
the  season  opened.  The  river  is  in  excellent  order, 
and  the  rains  should  help  to  keep  a  good  head  of 
water  till  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  in  about 
a  month's  time.  The  suggestion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  in  regard  to  a  fund  for 
increasing  the  stock  of  trout  in  the  Thames  has  been 
well  received  in  all  quarters. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  continued  bitterly  cold, 
dry  weather  has  been  all  against  successful  trout 
fishing.  In  the  better  preserved  waters  of  the  Inney 
and  Tamar  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made,  but  on 
the  Camel  and  Fowey  sport  has  been  poor.  To-day 
(May  14)  there  is  an  improvement,  and  soft  rain  is 
falling.  Peal  are  running  in  the  Plym  and  Tavy 
across  the  border,  but  the  very  clear  water  is  against 
sport  with  them. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— Trout  fishing  con- 
tinues very  slack  and  few  have  been  creeled.  The 
principal  reason  is  the  continued  cold  winds,  and  the 
fish  do  not  rise.  Anglers  are  complaining  on  all 
hands  as  to  the  poor  sport  obtained  up  to  now, 
and  some  of  the  oldest  fishermen  cannot  remember 
a  worst  time  for  May.  The  river  has  fined  down 
very  much,  and  on  Tuesday  the  stream  was 
much  better  in  colour,  the  additional  filter  at  the 
Buckfastleigh  sewage  works  being  in  working  order, 
and  no  doubt  accounting  to  some  extent  for  the  better 
purity  of  the  water.  Messrs.  Ackrell,  Full,  H.  Distin, 
and  E.  Distin  have  been  out  evenings,  but  neither 
have  had  better  catches  than  twos  or  threes.  On 
Saturday  (May  10),  just  below  Buckfastleigh,  in  the 
Association  waters,  Captain  Bowyer,  of  Totnes  was 
successful  in  landing  a  beautiful  17 Jib.  salmon' with 
the  minnow. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whithy).— It  is  questionable  whether  this 
river  has  run  in  a  more  indilferent  condition  for 
angling  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  in  conse- 
quence sport  has  been  conspicuously  absent.  Snow 
showers  at  intervals  have  been  the  unpleasant 
experience  of  any  enthusiast  who  has  braved 
the  altogether  adverse  atmospheric  conditions, 
but,  as  a  rule,  few  have  plied  the  rod.  Unless  a 
good  spate  be  experienced,  and  warmer  conditions 
supervene,  the  prospects  for  remunerative  angling 
are  meagre.  Sea  anglers  have  alike  been  retarded  in 
their  operations  consequent  upon  the  cold  winds 
together  with  a  rough  sea.  A  few  takes  of  small  fish 
have  been  effected  from  the  quays. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Last  Friday  the  Exe 
Board  of  Conservators  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
Messrs.  Ford,  Harris,  and  Ford's  offices  in  Southernhay, 
Exeter,  and  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  conservators 
and  others  interested  in  the  concern.  The  Barle 
Fishing  Association  applies  for  leave  to  net  trout 
over  lib.  instead  of  21b.  as  formerly,  stating  that  it 
was  rarely  21b.  fish  were  caught,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  restock  the  water.  The  meeting  carried  the 
motion  which  was  seconded.  The  pollution  of  the 
River  Culm  was  also  broached,  and  it  is  intended  to 
take  active  measures  to  abate  same.  A  letter  has  also 
been  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject 
I  am  however  sending  you  a  full  report  from  the 
Exeter  Gazette  for  information  generally.  The 
tanneries  and  the  mills  seem  to  be  blamed  for  this. 
Since  my  report  last  week  some  nice  trout  have  been 
caught  on  the  Exe  and  Greedy  with  Blue  Upright 
Palmers,  and  Half  Stone,  and  Mr.  Kelley  had  a  fine 
Exe  trout,  of  2|lb.,  on  Monday  (May  12),  near  the 
city.  Some  few  salmon  have  been  caught  by  the 
rodsters,  best  fish  14Jlb.,  near  Upper  Exe.--RED 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs)— 

Trout  angling  is  not  at  all  tempting  to  the  sportsman. 
What  18  considered  the  worst  about  it  all  is  the  low 
temperature  that  obtains  chiefly  at  night.  Nothing 
but  the  very  hardiest  of  the  flies  come  into  existence 
and  only  bottom  fishers  have  any  chance  In  the 
brooks  trout  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  holes  and  in 
the  deeper  waters,  where  it  is  impossible  to  wade,  the 
trout  rod  is  having  a  rest.  What  will  be  the  upshot 
of  the  holidays  no  one  seems  to  know,  but  railways 
are  giving  every  facility.— Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— Since  sending 
in  my  last  report  we  have  had  bitterly  cold  weather 
and  occasional  hailstorms,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances It  IS  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  some 
very  good  baskets.  The  condition  of  the  fish  is  a  very 
great  improvement  on  last  year,  and  now  it  is  an 
established  fact  that  the  fish  are  improving  every  year 
The  large  flies  that  did  so  well  earlier  in  the  season 
have  had  to  give  way  to  small  flies.  The  Butcher  and 
Black  Gnat  are  doing  well.    Some  of  the  best  baskets 


made  are  the  following :— On  May  5,  Mr.  Crowther 
killed  eighteen  fish,  101b.  lOoz.,  and  there  were  several 
baskets  of  five  and  under.  On  6fcb,  Captain  Garnett 
killed  nine  fish,  and  Mr.  Crowther  eight ;  all  the  other 
baskets  were  five  and  under.  On  7th,  Messrs.  Everett 
and  Morgan  creeled  thirteen  fish,  and  Mr.  Lewis 
fifteen,  91b.  14oz.  On  8th,  every  rod  did  well ;  Messrs. 
Crowther,  Everett,  Morgan,  and  Hogue  had  ten  fish 
each  ;  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Garnett,  nine  fish  each  ;  and 
several  other  baskets  of  five  and  under.  On  9th  Mr. 
Lewis  killed  thirteen  ;  Captain  Garnett,  eight ;'  Mr." 
Goode,  six.  On  10th,  Captain  Garnett  killed  twenty 
fish  ;  Mr.  Lewis,  thirteen ;  Mr.  Fox,  ten  ;  Mr.  Crowther 
nine  ;  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  six.  On  the  12th,  Captain 
Garnett  killed  twenty-four  fish ;  Mr.  Falconer  and 
Mr.  Fox,  sixteen  fish  each  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  thirteen ; 
Mr.  Lewis,  eight  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  ten  fish  ;  Messrs'. 
Sloan  and  Goode,  six  each.  On  the  13th,' Captain 
Garnett  killed  eight  fish  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  seven  •  Mr. 
Lewis,  six  ;  and  several  smaller  baskets.  The  average 
weight  of  the  fish  was  nearly  31b.  each.  Lake  Vyrnwy 
anglers  will,  I  know,  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Tom  Parry,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  popular  boat- 
men on  the  lake. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Down  to  Thursday  morn- 
ing (May  15)  there  was  little  which  was  fresh  to, report 
in  connection  with  Lea  trout  fishing.  In  consequence 
of  the  wintry  weather  sport  has  been  wretched  both 
on  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries.  Ice,  frost,  and 
snow  have  all  been  encountered,  and  the  trout  in 
consequence,  have  been  "  hugging  the  silent  deeps  " 
very  much.  I  can,  however,  hear  of  one  or  two  nice 
trout  up  to  2Jlb.  being  landed  in  private  reaches  of  the 
Lea,  and  in  the  New  River,  which  is  also  strictly 
preserved,  a  trout  of  over  51b.  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Snowden  on  May  10  with  the  fly.  News  is  very 
meagre  this  week  from  the  Beane,  Rib,  Ash,  and  Stort. 
The  rivers  are  bright,  but  fresh. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear.  But  angling  has  not  been  brisk. 
The  weather  has  been  against  anglers  getting  out,  it 
being  far  too  cold  to  be  comfortable.  The  fish  are 
well  on  the  feed  and  taking  fly  freely,  and  some  very 
nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  Rain  and 
hail  have  been  had,  but  has  not  altered  the  river.  A 
few  days  of  warm  weather  would  greatly  improve 
sport.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  Blue  Dun,  Yellow 
Dun,  Alder,  Stone  Fly,  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Cow  Dung.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good 
order. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  splendid  order,  yet  owing  to  unfavour- 
able weather  during  the  last  week  sport  has  not  been 
by  any  means  good ;  yet  to-day  (May  14)  the  outlook 
is  a  little  more  hopeful,  as  the  wind  has  got  round  to 
the  sojith-west  and  west,  and  the  atmosphere  is  much 
warmer.  Should  conditions  continue  to  improve  the 
prospects  of  sport  during  the  holidays  will  be  good. 
Following  flies  are  all  out  : — Yellow  Dun,  Alder, 
Orange  Palmer,  Blue  and  Apple  Green  Duns,  Brown 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  and 
Stone  Fly,  the  four  first  named  for  choice  if  the 
weather  be  seasonable. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— At  present  time 
of  reporting,  May  14,  there  are  indications  of  rain, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  soon  come  as  the  river 
greatly  needs  a  freshet,  having  now  run  very  low  and 
clear.  Fishing  has  not  improved  since  last  report. 
The  river  is  practically  deserted  by  anglers,  who  all 
agree  that  this  spring  fishing  has  been  the  worst 
known  for  many  years. — Heron. 

Fljrmouth. — A  little  rain  would  be  acceptable ;  we 
have  had  some  but  not  enough.  The  peal  are  up  the 
Tavy,  but  do  not  seem  to  take  well ;  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  upper  waters.  The 
Dart  seems  to  be  giving  the  best  sport  just  now,  and 
the  fish  are  in  better  condition.  The  Two  Bridges 
Hotel,  Princetown,  is  the  best  headquarters  for  this 
river.  Intending  fishermen  should  drop  a  line  to  host 
Triniman,  the  proprietor,  to  ensure  a  room,  as  it  is  a 
favourite  place  for  tourists  who  are  fond  of  exploring  the 
beauties  and  antiquities  of  the  ancient  tinners  on 
Dartmoor.  Mr.  Winsor  caught  the  first  peal  on  the 
Tavy  on  Monday  evening,  weight  5Jlb.  Miss  Hoarder 
had  a  nice  peal  in  the  Tavy  to-day  (May  14).  It 
turned  the  scale  at  5lb.,  and  was  in  fine  condition  ;  it 
was  weighed  in  at  the  keeper's  cottage.  She  caught  it 
on  trout  tackle  and  small  Silver  Drake.  She  also  had 
some  nice  trout. — William  Heabder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Such  a  long  continuance  of  really  wintry 
weather  in  the  month  of  May  has  not  been  experienced 
in  this  neighbourhood  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  under  such  circumstances  angling  has  to 
be  pursued  under  the  most  disadvantageous  and 
chilly  surroundings,  so  that  it  is  not  at  all 
surprising  that  sport  has  been  so  indifferent. 
What  is  now  wanted  is  a  good  soaking  of  rain,  as  all 
these  rivers  are  very  low  and  much  too  bright  for  the 
fly.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  some  prospect  of 
a  change  for  the  better,  as  the  wind  appears  to  be 
shifting  from  the  north,  in  which  quarter  it  has  been 
so  long,  and  is  now  much  warmer,  with  every  appear. 
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ance  of  the  approach  of  the  rain  which  is  so  much 
needed. — Vyrnwt. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — "  May, 
charming  May!"  sings  the  poet,  and  is  a  forestalla- 
tion  of  the  weather  as  a  rule.  Well,  here  are  we  in 
the  middle  of  the  month,  with  sharp  frosts,  ice  as  thick 
as  a  penny,  and  the  weather  an  admixture  of  sunshine, 
hail,  snow,  and  rain.  Trouting  is  out  of  the  question  as 
regards  sport.  A  solitary  fish  or  two  has  been  taken 
from  the  western  streams,  but  are  not  in  condition. 
Perch  are  spawning  in  Chichester  Canal  but  the  roach 
are  late ;  the  water  is  teeming  with  fish  of  all  kinds, 
but  a  change  of  stock  is  badly  needed,  fish  deteriorate 
every  season.  The  harbour  fishermen  are  taking 
smelt,  herring,  a  few  bass  up  to  lib.,  and  with  a  change 
in  the  temperature  sport  should  be  good. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — It  is  useless  to  say  that  any 
good  sport  is  in  store  for  next  week  with  the  wind 
colder  than  at  Christmas  and  the  water  almost  gone. 
Netmen  on  the  sea  declare  fish  have  disappeared. 
Salmon  caught  are  only  stragglers.  Those  who  go  out 
are  clad  with  warm  clothes,  and  find  only  a  few  small, 
half-starved  trout  coming  to  the  fly. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  still 
keeps  very  cold  and  more  like  March  •  than  May. 
Rain  and  hail  storms  have  been  had  of  late, 
but  it  has  not  made  any  difference  to  the 
state  of  the  water.  The  fish  are  now  rising 
well  and  are  getting  into  capital  condition,  and  a  few 
days'  warm  weather  would  greatly  improve  the  sport. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Blue 
Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Yellow  Dun,  GowDung,  March 
Brown,  Stone  Ply,  and  Alder.  Minnow  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  good  trout.  Worm  fishing  good.  On 
May  10,  Mr.  Husk  was  out  with  the  minnow  and  landed 
a  fine  trout  of  21b.  loz.  In  the  evening  he  landed 
another  of  lib.  14oz.  On  Monday,  with  Yellow  Dun 
and  Alder,  eight  nice  trout  were  taken.  Pishing  near 
Ludford  some  good  trout  were  taken  with  fly.  Near 
Ashford  some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  worm  and 
fly.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good,  and  some  good 
fish  should  be  landed  in  this  part.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order,  and 
good  sport  had  on  them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

— —  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear,  and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold  for  time  of 
year,  and  rain  and  hailstorms  have  been  had  this 
week,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  state  of  the 
river.  There  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  this 
week,  the  fish  rising  freely  at  the  fly  during  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been 
taken.  The  fish  are  in  better  condition,  and  with  a 
little  warm  weather  there  should  be  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  fishing  on  this  part,  as  there  are  plenty  of 
good  fish  in  the  river.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  clear. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Water  in  fair  order 
for  the  fly.  Several  small  baskets  are  taken  here  and 
there.  Several  salmon  have  been  caught  of  late.  I 
forgot  to  report  that  Mr.  Richard  Dundun  caught  a 
nice  bright  fish,  in  splendid  condition,  about  101b.,  on 
Mr.  Pritchard's  Angel  Hotel  water. — J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Itfid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Rumours  are  to  the  effect  that  spawning  is  going  on 
in  the  side  streams  dispite  the  cold  weather,  but  whether 
the  coarse  fishing  season  will  develop  sport  as  soon  as  it 
begins  is  a  problem  worth  solution.  In  the  upper  districts 
it  is  always  expected  that  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  as 
the  month  commences.  Very  few  will  have  got  to  work 
this  year  even  at  Whitsuntide.  Doubtless  there  will 
be  a  few  visitors  on  the  waters  between  Grantham 
and  Lincoln,  and  possibly  on  the  upper  lengths  of  the 
Bain.  Public  fishing  may  also  be  had  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Market  Rasen.  Of  course  everyone  is 
expecting  sport  to  be  favoured  with  the  warmth  of 
May.  The  results  of  last  week  have  been  very  small. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  order  for  fly  fishing. 
But  the  weather  still  continues  so  very  cold  that  only 
a  few  natural  flies  are  on  the  water,  so  that  fish  are 
not  rising  well.  Very  few  fishermen  have  been  out. 
Only  bottom  fishing  has  been  pursued  with  success ; 
several  baskets  have  been  obtained  with  ants'  eggs, 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  best  bait  that  is  put  in  the 
water.  The  prospect  is  not  much  better  than  last 
week.  The  minnow  has  also  acooimted  for  several 
good  trout.  Flies  :  Yellow  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Grannom, 
Sand  Fly,  and  Blue  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — It  would  require  no  stretch  of  imagination 
to  fancy  you  were  in  the  middle  of  the  grayling  fish- 
ing season,  and  the  few  trout  fishermen  up  the  Yore 
have  followed  the  sport  under  discomforting  con- 
ditions. But  for  all  that  some  good  dishes  of  trout 
have  been  caught,  and  baskets  of  from  three  up  to  ten 
brace  have  been  made  by  Mr.  J.  Blades  and  others 
in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  waters.  Lower 
down  I  cannot  complain,  and,  strange  to  say,  the  fish 
have  always  risen  best  during  the  snow  showers  1  The 


favourite  flies  have  been  the  Dark  Woodcock  and 
Orange,  Light  and  Dark  Snipes,  Orange  Partridge, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Oheckwing  Dun ;  the  latter  is  a 
capital  fly,  the  trout  seem  to  prefer  it  to  the  March 
Brown,  even  when  the  latter  is  on  the  water.  Very 
little  has  been  attempted  in  the  Swale,  but  a  few 
members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have  been  out  at 
Deeming,  and  an  odd  brace  or  two  of  fish  have  been 
caught.  With  the  establishment  of  another  angling  club 
at  Ripon,  namely,  "  The  Ripon  Workmen's  Angling 
Association,"  in  which  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Page  (Jonathan 
Dale)  is  taking  great  interest,  and  the  appointment  of 
Sergt.  Hastings,  who  retires  from  the  police  force  at 
the  end  of  the  month,  as  water  bailiff.    The  streams 
of  the  Yore,  Skell,  and  Laver  will  be  better  looked 
after,  and  many  present  abuses  remedied.   Only  a  few 
rods  have  been  up  the  Wharfe  at  Kilnsey,  Linton,  or 
Grassington,  and  they  had  but  moderate  sport;  the  best 
flies  here  are  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Orange 
Partridge,  and  Blue  Hawk.    One  or  two  good  baskets 
have  been  got  at  Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley,  the  best 
basket  being  caught  with  the  Dark  Watchet  at  Ilkley ; 
Messrs.  Richardson,  Beaulands,  and  Leach  have  done 
fairly  well.  The  Nidd  has  fished  very  badly— the  March 
Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa  and  Orange 
Partridge.    The  wind  keeps  in  the  north,  and  at 
present  I  cannot  see  any  prospects  for  a  change ;  all 
our  rivers  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  outlook  for 
Whitsuntide  anglers  moderate  indeed.— J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'   Depot,   19,   New  Station-street! 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Carron   (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,   N.B.).— The 

following  sport  has  been  got  during  the  past  week  : — 
On  May  5,  Mr.  Duplessis,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  had 
a  101b.  salmon  on  Braelangwell  water;  and  Mr. 
Pulteney,  on  same  water,  one  of  81b.  On  same  date, 
Mr.  Oakley,  Balnagown  Arms,  caught  a  13-pounder 
on  Invercharron  water.  On  6th,  Mr.  Pulteney 
had  one  of  71b.  on  Braelangwell;  and  on  8th, 
one  of  91b.  On  9th,  Mr.  Duplessis,  on  same  water, 
two  salmon,  91b.  and  101b.  On  12th,  Mr.  George 
MacDonald,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  had  one  of  8Jlb. 
on  Invercharron  water.  On  13th,  Mr.  James  Wilson, 
on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  landed  three  fish  on  Grinnard's 
water.  Angling  is  now  improving.  The  net  salmon 
fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and  head  of 
Dornoch  Firth  are  also  getting  more  productive. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — It  is  many  years  since 
the  weather  has  been  so  unseasonable  than  that  we 
are  experiencing  meantime.  At  the  close  of  last 
month  it  appeared  to  be  improving,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  month  it  again  changed  for 
the  worst,  and  showers  of  snow  and  hail  have  fallen 
almost  daily.  In  the  middle  of  this  week  the 
wind  was  blowing  bitterly  cold  from  a  northerly 
direction,  and  a  heavy  sea  running  along  the  coast. 
The  fishermen  on  Saturday  last  were  able  to 
get  in  the  leaders  of  the  bag  nets,  but  so  rough  has 
been  the  sea  since  then  that  they  have  not  got  them 
replaced,  and  only  a  few  fish  have  been  netted  this 
week  on  the  river.  The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was 
caught  by  net  on  the  river  on  May  7.  On  the  same 
date  last  year  one  was  killed  by  the  rod  on  the  Huntly 
water.  Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  are  getting  in  some  of  the 
sections.  The  water  is  in  capital  condition,  and  when 
warmer  weather  sets  in  no  doubt  both  rod  and  net 
fishing  will  improve. — H.  W. 

 ■  (Huntly).  —  On    Mr.   Porter's   fishing,  at 

Corniehaugh,  Mr.  Agnew  creeled  for  the  week  ending 
May  10  one  hundred  and  forty-five  yellow  trout,  scaling 
721b.  The  weather  continues  very  unsatisfactory  for 
successful  fishing. — X. 

Doon  (Dalmellington,  N.B.).— Out  from  Eglinton 
Hotel,  Dalmellington,  on  May  13,  Messrs.  Talmanand 
Hyslop  caught  twenty-seven  trout  with  fly.  Mr.  A. 
Paterson,  Glasgow,  is  having  good  sport.  The  loch  is 
now  in  good  fishing  order. — J  as.  Macdonald. 

Isla  and  Tributaries  (Perth).— The  weather  has 
been  so  wintry  that  although  the  season  opened  some 
time  ago  comparatively  few  have  been  out.  Since  the 
close  of  April  snow  has  fallen  daily  and  sometimes 
heavily,  with  a  keen,  strong  north  wind  and  sharp 
frost  at  night.  Under  such  conditions  there  is  a  want 
of  insect  life,  and  only  on  few  occasions  have  trout 
risen  freely.  A  few  good  baskets  and  heavy  trout  have 
been  got  thus  far.  On  the  Isla,  May  3,  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Hamilton  had  141b.,  the  former  getting  a  beauty 
3Jlb.  On  the  Ardle,  on  same  day,  Mr.  R.  R.  Constable, 
o£  Cally,  had  one  of  4Jlb.  On  the  Blackwater,  on  the 
5th,  Mr.  John  Barbour,  Blairgowrie,  had  one  of  31b. 
On  the  8th,  Messrs.  Kerr,  of  Calcutta,  and  Mr.  Thcs. 
Leslie,  Meigle,  fished  Auchintaple  Loch  and  some 


.J".  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep'^t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  tlie 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  reiiuirenients 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  liis  selections  can  alw  ays  be  relied  Upon. 


adjacent  streams,  the  catch  consisting  of  twenty-two 
trout,  weighing  22^lh.,  one  trout  weighing  2ilb.— 
Iasqair. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  May  9,  Mr.  Thomson,  Glas- 
gow, caught  seven  trout ;  Messrs.  Murray,  Glasgow, 
fifteen  trout,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr.  Mclntyre,  thirteen 
trout.— D.  Ferguson. 

Loch    Leven  (Kinross). — There   has    been  no 
improvement  in  the  weather,  which  continues  bitterly 
cold,  with  northerly  winds  and  heavy  showers  of  hail. 
Pish  are  not  rising  to  the  fly,  and  minnow  trolling  is 
the  only  hope  for  anglers  getting  anything  like  a  fair 
basket  of  fish.    There  has  been  no  decrease  in  the  size 
of  trout,  which  average  about  lib.    During  the  past 
week  eight  angling  clubs  competed,  and  were  repre- 
sented by  124  competitors,  of  whom  twenty-three  failed 
to  effect  a  capture.    Their  total  catch  was  only  295 
trout.    The  most  successful  were  : — Waverley  (twenty- 
three  rods),  sixty  trout,  561b.  lloz.— First,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Niven,  nine  trout,  91b.  4oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  H.  Grafton, 
seven  trout,  61b.  12oz.    Messrs.  W.  D.  Niven  and  J. 
Park,  fishing  from  the  same  boat  at  this  competition, 
had  the  best  catch  of  the  week  with  thirteen  trout, 
141b.  8oz.    St.  Mungo  Club  (twenty  rods),  fifty-three 
trout,  461b.  14oz. — First,  Mr.  J.  Bulloch,  seven  trout, 
51b.  14oz. — Mr.  Bulloch  brought  in  a  tern  which  took 
his  minnow    near    the    pier ;    second,   Mr.  J.  P. 
McPhee,  four  trout,  41b.  12oz.     Edina  Club  (7  rods), 
thirty  trout,  261b.  Goz.  First,  Mr.  G.  Brechin,  nine 
trout,  71b.  4oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Young,  ten  trout,  71b. 
2oz.  The  heaviest  trout  at  a  club  competition  weighed 
21b.  8^oz.,  and  was  captured  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Dick  at  the 
Dunfermline  competition.     Fewer    private  parties 
were  out  than  usual  at  this  season.     Major  Reid, 
in  five  days,  captured  thirty-seven  trout,  411b.  4oz. 
His    best    catch    was  eleven  trout,  111b.,  while 
his  two  heaviest  trout,  both  got  with  fly,  scaled 
21b.  12oz.  and  21b.  lOoz.  respectively.    Mr.  Nicholson 
and  Mr.  Reflat,  in  five  days,  killed  forty  trout,  S'^lb.  8oz. ; 
best  catch  ten  trout,  101b.    Mr.  H.  E.  Harvey,  in  three 
days,  seventeen  trout,  201b.  8oz. ;   best  catch  eight 
trout,  91b.    Other  anglers  out  were  Mr.  C.  Sutton, 
Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  101b.  12oz.  ;  Major  Scott  and 
Mr.  Bramwell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  nine  trout,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Johnston,   Murrayfield,  twelve    trout,    101b. ;  Mr. 
Bennet,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
Edinburgh,  captured  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  with  fly;  and 
Mr.  Ted  Eley,  Shirend,  secured  a  pike  of  191b.— 
Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Biuthven. — The  following  sport  has  been  got 
during  the  past  week  :  On  May  5,  Col.  May,  twenty- 
two  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  twenty-five  trout, 
lljlb.  On  6th,  Col.  May,  ten  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs. 
Millar,  twenty  trout,  101b.  On  7th,  Messrs.  Millar, 
twenty-five  trout,  9^1b.  On  8th,  Major  Houghton 
Hughan,  thirteen  trout,  SJlb. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  eleven 
trout,  5lb.  On  9th,  Major  Houghton  Hughan,  fourteen 
trout,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  10th, 
Major  Houghton  Hughan,  thirteen  trout,  5Jlb. — 
J.  Graham  &  Co. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  river  was  in  excellent  ply,  plenty  of 
water  and  milder  weather,  though  the  hills  were  still 
covered  with  snow.  On  May  5,  Mr.  A.  Johnston, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  five  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ; 
and  Mr.  Gill,  Syra  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  Fishing  Beat, 
No.  1,  on  6th,  Mr.  Gill  caught  four  salmon,  one  of  which 
was  a  beauty  of  23^1b.  On  7  th,  Colonel  Fryer,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  6,  one  was  a  very 
handsome  one  weighing  28 Jib.,  and  the  other  81b.; 
three  salmon  were  had  on  Beats  1  and  2.  On  8th,  Mr. 
Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  three  salmon  on  No.  1. 
On  9th,  Col.  Fryer  landed  two  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Camp- 
bell two  on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Corpet,  Skelpick  Lodge,  a 
perfect  beauty  of  22 Jib.  on  No.  5.  On  10th,  Mr.  Gill 
caught  one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  No.  5  ;  Mr.  Allison 
Johnston,  three  on  No.  1;  and  Mr.  Corpet  a  grilse  of 
3Jlb.  on  No.  6,  being  the  first  grilse  caught  this  season 
on  the  Naver.  That  fish  are  now  freely  running  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  almost  all  those  caught  as 
reported  here  were  clean  run  with  sea  lice  on. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.). — From  the 
beginning  of  this  month  the  following  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  Sir  John  D.  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  and 
his  guests,  who  all  fish  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel. 
On  May  1,  Sir  John  D.  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  Creedy 
Park,  Crediton,  Devon,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  2nd, 
Sir  John  had  two  of  131b.  and  111b. ;  and  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  Shobrooke  Park,  Crediton,  two 
of  141b.  and  91b.  On  5th,  Sir  John  D.  F.  Davie 
two,  lOlb.  and  9Jlb. ;  and  on  6ch,  one  of 
lOJlb.  On  8th,  Sic  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  two  of 
28lb.  and  101b.  On  9th,  same  angler  a  12-pounder, 
and  on  10th  one  of  13lb.  On  12th,  up  to  2  p.m..  Sir 
J.  F.  Davie  got  two  of  121b.  and  1141b. ;  total,  thirteen 
salmon,  and  only  two  blank  days  s'ncR  1st.  Ano  her 
distinguished  guest  with  Sir  J.  D.  F.  Daue  atlnv  ran 
is  General  Sir  Bedvers  Buller,  G.C.B  ,  V.C.,  etc., 
Downes,  Crediton.  Sir  Redvers  in  an  at  dent  angler, 
and  many  a  fish  he  took  out  of  the  Shin  in  former 
years. — B, 
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We   hold  one 
of  the  Largest 
Stocks  of 

MAY  FLIES 


PRACTICAL  ANGLERS 


AND 


Manufacturers  of  First-class 
Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle. 


in  the  Kingdom.  special  may  fly  casts,  ios.  doz. 
Of  every  known       THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  21s. 


pattern. 


New    Illu.sti?a<ted    IL<ist  Fr'ee. 


THE  NEW 


"IDEAL"  MAY  FLY 


(Protected.) 

ADVANTAGES. 

Wliile  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  detached  bodies 
are  more  natural  than  those  workf  d  on  the  shank  of  the 
hook,  there  has  always  been  the  ditllculty  of  getting  the 
detached  bodies  made  of  materials  soft  enough  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  hooking  of  a  fish.  This,  however, 
has  been  entirely  overcome  by  the  invention  of  our 
"Ideal"  May  Fly,  and  the  following  are  some  of  the 
advantages  claimed  for  it : — 

It  is  the  most  natm'al  Fly  ever  produced  in  form, 
colour,  and  size. 

It  is  practically  unsinkable. 

It  does  not  take  half  the  drying  of  any  other  May  Fly, 
and  this  alone  should  be  a  great  recommendation. 

It  always  falls  cocked,  the  right  way  up. 

When  on  the  water,  the  position  of  the  hook  is  such 
that  a  fish  rising  at  the  fly  must  get  hooked. 

The  body,  being  as  soft  as  the  natural  fly,  cannot  he 
the  means  of  the  fly  being  knocked  forward  when  a  flsh 
rises  at  it,  as  is  the  case  with  other  flies  made  of  harder 
substances.  ,  , 

Price  5/- 

With  Summer  Duck  or  Egyptian  Goose- Wing  6/- 


E  T  s. 

HENRY  H,  GHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANCS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag  Nets.         Casting  Nets,       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets.    Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Flue  Nets.  Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

■J'he  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


THE  CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 


RAINBOW  TWO-YEAR-OLD  TROUT 

FOR    DELIVERY    AT  ONCE. 

For  Prices,  apply  to   MANAGER,    CHORLEY   WOOD,  HERTS. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


First-class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 
11   DEPARTURES  WEEKLY. 


SPECIAL    HOLIDAY  TOURS 

Prom  London  and  Hull. 

10  days,  8 J  guineas  ;  17  days,  11  guineas. 

Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hnll ;  GELLATLY*  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall ;  COOK'S, 
Ludgate  Circus;  or  \V.  E.  BOTT  &  CO.,  1,  East 
India  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET. 

is  unequalled  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free,  1/]  j-. 

BARKHAM  BROS,,  22,  Fenchurch  St.,  E.G. 

Once  used  Always  used. 


ANGLO  -  NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION. 

TO  UET. 

Vosselv,  Bolstad ;  Section  from  Evanger 
Lake  to  Fjord.  Over  4  kilometres,  both 
banks.  From  August  8  to  end  of  sea- 
son. About  3  hours  from  Bergen.  The 
best  fishing  is  generally  long  over,  but 
fair  sport  is  had  some  seasons.  Fish 
large.  No  bag  can  be  given,  the  river 
hitherto  having  been  fished  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mr.  Sturdy's  Evanger  Water. 
Rent  ...  £20. 
Apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec, 
A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OP  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


ABBOTTS' 


Manufacturers 
of 

Higrh-class 


WADERS 


AND 


Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  Combination   Waders,   Brogues,  &c. 
Waterproof  Coats,  Jackets,  Skirts,  Hats,  &c. 


PnWE  LIST  AND  PATTERXS  POST  FREE. 


15,  QUEEN  STREET, 


CHEAPSIDE, 
LONDON,  E.G. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags.  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate, 
40  years'  experience. 

Caith  with  order 


Prices 


application. 


2/6 

doz. 

29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


FLIES. 
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Sontli  of  Scotland.  —  The  character  of  the 
weather  has  undergone  no  change  from  that  of  last 
week.  Showers  of  snow  have  fallen,  but  through  the 
influence  of  the  sunshine  it  quickly  disappeared 
except  on  the  higher  hills  of  the  north  of  Dumfries- 
shire and  Galloway.  With  the  absence  of  rain  in 
quantity  for  about  a  month  the  rivers  have  now  run 
down  to  a  low  level  for  the  middle  of  May,  and  the 
salmon  fry  which  descend  to  the  sea  during  this 
month  are  not  getting  away  so  freely.  A  moderate 
Hood  would  be  a  benefit  at  this  time,  and  would  sweep 
the  fry  to  the  sea  and  bring  on  a  run  of  sea-trout. 
Ihe  bolway  fishermen  are  of  opinion  that  there  will 
be  no  decided  show  of  sea  trout  until  rain  falls  and 
warmer  weather  sets  in.  Sea  trout  never  show  well 
m  the  Solway  rivers  if  the  summer  is  a  cold  one  It 
has  often  been  noticed  that  if  the  summer  is  a  warm 
one  there  is  a  good  crop  of  sea  trout  in  the  Solway 
rivers,  and  just  the  reverse  in  a  cold  summer.  Up  to 
the  present  there  is  an  exceedingly  poor  show  of  sea 
trout  in  all  the  streams.  The  Nith  is  generally  the 
earliest  river  in  the  Firth  for  sea  trout,  and 
in  some  respects  it  may  be  said  have  a 
stronger  _  run  of  trout  than  any  of  the  other 
Solway  rivers.  Still,  it  is  a  poor  rising  stream  and 
the  sea-trout  fight  shy  of  lures  until  later  on  in  the 
season,  when  they  take  more  freely  the  worm  and 
minnow  and  best  in  discoloured  waters.  In  the 
Sanquhar  waters  nothing  has  been  done  for  some 
time  owing  to  the  too  low  and  clear  waters.  In  the 
Thomhill  district  the  sport  is  also  disappointing  at 
present  from  the  same  cause.  Fishing  in  the  Hoddom 
Castle  water  of  the  Annan  the  other  day,  the  keeper 
A.  Dalziel,  killed  a  fine  sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  It  was  fresh 
up  from  the  sea  and  was  caught  with  the  evening 
T  u         ^""^^'^  Saturday  afternoon, 

Mr  John  Laurie  killed  a  splendid  yellow  trout 
m  Violet  Bank  Stream  of  fully  31b.  It  was  taken 
mth  a  very  small  fly  and  fine  tackle,  and  took  a  deal 
of  playing  before  it  was  landed.  In  the  Wamphray 
water  of  the  Annan  Mr.  Tom  Rowe  had  a  nice  basket 
of  yellow  trout  with  fly  last  week  end,  and  on  Monday 
Mr.  G.  0.  B.  Tandy  had  about  a  dozen  with  fly  on 
the  same  water.  Mr.  Johnstone  caught  a  nice  creel 
of  trout  in  the  Dinwoodie  and  Wamphray  reaches 
with  worm  and  fly.  Nothing  is  doing  on  the 
Castlemilk  water  at  present.  A  visitor  fishing 
the  Kirtle  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  the 
other  day,  some  of  them  weighing  fully  Mb  In 
the  Galloway  district  the  rivers  have  gone  down  to 
a  summer  level  with  the  want  of  rain,  and  sport  has 
been  poor  with  the  rod.  Nothing  is  at  present  being 
done  on  the  Cree  of  Creetown,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse, 
the  Dee  of  Galloway,  or  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.  On  the 
lochs  of  Galloway  a  visitor  or  two  have  tried  for  yellow 
trout  without  success.  In  the  Ayrshire  district  angling 
IS  about  a  standstill.  The  cold  weather  is  against 
trout  rising  on  Loch  Doon  and  Loch  Finlas,  and  the 
sport  has  been  very  poor  on  the  rivers.  A  fall  of  rain 
followed  by  a  good  flood,  is  what  is  wanted  to  improve 
the  angling  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  At  the  time  of 
writing  there  is  no  sign  of  a  change  of  weather  — 
Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Little  or  no  sport  has 
been  had  for  the  past  week  with  salmon,  but  trout 
anglers  have  had  some  luck,  although  the  cold  north 
wind  has  been  much  against  them.  A  week's  rain 
would  greatly  improve  matters.— W.  Haynes  &  Son 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  cold,  piercing  north-east  wind 
that  has  been  so  long  experienced  over  the  north  of 
Ireland  came  with  renewed  strength  in  the  past  week 
blighting  vegetation  and  reducing  the  small  and 
medium  trout  streams  to  below  summer  level.  There 
is  yet  enough  water  in  the  main  river  to  keep  its 
shallowest  casts  in  order,  and  carry  the  few  salmon 
that  have  come  in  from  the  sea  over  all  the  weirs 
but  they  are  remaining  in  the  reach  below  Caronroe' 
while  a  large  proportion  of  the  earlier  run  is  in  the  ' 


Kilrea  section.  Trout  were  rising  badly,  yet  a  few 
were  taken  on  the  shallows— Mr.  Henry  Coates,  seven 
trout,  Gib.  ;  John  McNally,  eight  trout,  71b.  ;  Tom 
Graham,  two  trout,  2Jlb.  and  3^lh.  On  the  deep 
reaches  at  Toome  at  Portglenone  few  trout  have  yet 
risen  as  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  much  too  low 
for  sedges  to  come  to  the  surface. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— All  the  nets  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  have  been  removed  for  twenty-six 
days  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  As  a  result 
there  has  been  a  splendid  run  of  fish,  and  the  upper 
proprietors  are  already  reaping  the  benefits.  Major 
Newington  and  friend  had  eight  salmon  last  week  at 
Castletownroche.  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove,  Annesley,  on 
Carrig  water,  and  three  other  anglers  have  been 
equally  successful.  A  couple  of  days'  rain  would 
much  improve  angling  all  round. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  keen  north  winds  of  the 
past  three  weeks  have  been  responsible  for  a  great 
falling  off  in  salmon  fishing.  The  water  is  low  and 
clear.  Messrs.  0.  E.  Hill,  Nathan  Cohen,  Colonel 
Wetherell — who  killed  the  record  fish — and  Captain 
Cunliffe  have  had  some  fish  since  last  report.  The 
take  for  April,  which  included  Colonel  Wetherell's 
42|-pounder,  was  forty  fish,  650|lb.,  against  eighty 
five  fish,  1,2511b.,  in  April,  1901.— J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  May  Ply  is  rising  on 
both  the  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry,  but  in 
sparse  numbers,  the  unnatural  cold  retarding  their 
hatching  out.  The  rivers  of  this  district  are  running 
down  fast,  no  rain  of  importance  having  fallen  for 
three  weeks.  A  few  salmon  are  up  the  Blackwater 
and  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Although 
the  cold  north-east  wind  wag  much  against  successful 
trout  angling  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  yet 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  Tom  Oakshott,  Mr.  H.  Wrigley, 
Mr.  A.  Wrigley,  Capt.  Peacock,  the  Master  Craw- 
fords,  and  others,  had  good  sport,  Mr.  Pike  made 
some  fine  catches  of  trout  during  the  past  week,  as 
also  did  Mr.  Oakshott  on  May  13.  The  May  Fly  has 
not  yet  appeared  on  any  of  the  waters  here,  but  it  will 
probably  be  on  the  water  any  day  now. — M.  Eogan  & 
Sons. 

Killarney  Lakes  and  Rivers. — On  the  lakes 
good  sport  has  generally  been  had  at  salmon  whenever 
the  weather  was  favourable,  but  on  the  rivers  little  or 
nothing  was  done  in  the  salmon  department.  In  the 
matter  of  brown  trout  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
lakes,  the  takes  including  several  heavy  fish.  The 
brown  trout  fishing  on  the  Killarney  Lakes  is  probably 
the  best  in  Ireland  at  the  present  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes. — Despite  unfavourable  weather, 
some  fair  sport  was  obtained  lately  on  the  lakes. 
Mr.  J.  Martin  is  credited  with  115  fish  for  five  days  ; 
Captain  French  and  boatman  sixty-four  for  four  days ; 
Mr.  Ross  forty,  Mr.  Valkenburg  thirty-eight,  whilst 
amongst  the  successful  salmon-slayers  were  Mr.  P. 
Donohue,  two,  9Jlb.  and  111b.  ;  Mr.  Barden,  two,  91b. 
and  131b. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Connell  two,  101b.  and  lljlb. 
and  Mr.  M.  Gleeson. three,  7^1b. ,  8Jlb.,  and  91b.~J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  has  been  very 
indifferent  for  the  past  week.  Water  low  and  clear, 
with  cold  north  wind.  Grilse  are  now  beginning  to 
show.  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes  was  fortunate  in  securing 
the  first  for  the  seaeon  on  May  11,  4Jlb.  weight.  Rain 
is  much  needed. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Conn  (Cloghau).  —  Mr.  John  Arkle, 
Liverpool,  in  seven  days  got  ten  spring  salmon,  average 
weight  12ib.,  also  fifty-nine  trout  scaling  621b.,  six  pike, 
largest  181b.,  smallest  121b.  Prospects  very  good  for 
the  coming  week. — Tom  Claeke.  [Received  too  late 
for  insertion  last  week.] 

Lough  Corrib. — Trolling  on  May  8  on  Lough 
Cortib  I  caught  a  pike  of  7Jlb. ;  trout,  3|lb.,  3Jlb., 
and  Jib. ;  on  May  9,  a  pike  of  51b.  and  a  rnagnificent 
trout  of  61b. ;  on  May  10,  a  trout  of  If  lb.  and  one  of 
l|lb. — E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

  Weather  improving  ;  the  first  May  Ply  seen  on 

April  29 ;  anglers  beginning  to  arrive ;  the  profes- 
sional bag  for  last  week  was  5331b.  of  trout,  an  average 
of  3Jlb.  per  man  per  day. — S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask. — Weather  still  very 
unfavourable  for  fishing.  Up  to  the  present,  so  far  as 
is  known,  one  spring  salmon  weighing  231b.  has  been 
killed  on  Lough  Corrib  this  season.  The  catch  for  the 
week  has  been  4681b.  of  trout,  one,  at  least,  of  which 
weighed  6|lb.  The  undersigned  killed  four  trout  on 
May  7,  and  four  on  May  8,  weighing  5|lb.  and  6Jlb. 
respectively,  all  on  the  natural  bait.  In  spite  of  ihe 
bad  weather  anglers  on  Lough  Mask  have  been  having 
fairly  good  sport.  The  proprietor  of  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  Clonbur,  is  indefatigable  in  looking  after  their 
interests. — S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. — Fishing  continues 
good,  notwithstanding  north-east  wind.  The  May  Fly 
has  appeared  on  Lough  Mask,  and  since  last  report 
several  trout  ranging  from  2lb.  to  4  Jib.  have  yielded  to 
the  fly.  Mr.  Smallwood,  on  May  12,  had  a  good  day's 
fishing  trolling.  He  caught  one  trout,  6Jlb.,  one  trout, 
IJlb.,  one  pike,  81b.,  and  a  big  chap  of  25ib.,a  beautiful 
specimen ;  it  has  been  sent  to  Williams,  naturalist, 
Dublin.  With  a  change  to  warmer  weather  anglers 
may  look  forward  to  big  baskets. — J.  A.  J. 
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Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Cong).— Fishing 
very  fair  for  the  past  week,  though  weather  still  cold. 
Mr.  Morris  caught  two  trout,  41b.,  Gib. ;  Mr.  Garside, 
one  trout,  71b.,  on  Corrib ;  Captain  Williams,  four 
trout,  largest  31b. 

--^o^iTJ^  Melvin.— The  weather  has  kept  cold,  with 
JN.E.  winds;  for  most  of  the  past  week,  however, 
some  fair  sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  B.  Smyth  captured 
?T  salmon  of  191b.  on  May  10  ;  and  Mr. 
McMenimon  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  same 
day ;  another  angler  landed  one  salmon  of  81b. 
on  May  12;  Mr.  J.  Kelly  landed  one  salmon  of 
8Jlb.  on  same  day;  and  Mr.  H.  Kane  landed  one 
salmon  of  71b.  on  May  13.  Mr.  Bartley  landed 
three  nice  trout  (trolling),  on  10th  inst.,  of  3Jlb.  21b 
and  IJlb.  Trouting  with  the  fly  was  not  so  good,  yet 
there  was  fair  sport  obtained  generally  amongst  the 
brown  trout,  and  some  fair  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout 
were  also  taken.  Amongst  the  most  successful  trout 
anglers  were  Dr.  Whiteford,  Mr.  J.  Paterson  Dr 
Dunwoody,  Mr.  Harold  Wrigley,  Mr.  A.  Wrigley  Dr 
G.  H.  Johnson,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Johnson  and  others.— m' 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  good  in  the  evenings  at  brown  trout, 
but  the  fish  had  were  small  as  usual.— T.  J.  D. 

Monme  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
weather  conditions  have  not  changed  since  last  report 
and  the  water  is  getting  dead  low.  This  week  on  the 
hotel  waters  Mr.  Thwaites  and  Mr.  Lonsdale  had 
some  trout  up  to  lib.,  but  as  a  rule  sport  is  very 
dull.— J.  A.  B.  t-  J 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  owing  to  north-east 
winds.  _Mr.  Scroop  hooked  a  fish  and  lost  him.  Trout 

fishing  is  fair,  some  being  got  on  the  lower  reaches.  

John  Devees, 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Sport  dull  on  the  loughs  owing  to  the  cold 
north-east  wind.  Some  grilse  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  different  pools  of  the  river.  Mr.  Meldon 
killed  one  salmon  of  111b.,  and  Mr.  Scroop  two  of 
131b.  and  101b. ;  Mr.  C.  Whilker  killed  one  grilse  of 
31b.  A  change  of  wind  is  much  required.  Good 
sport  on  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  with  trout;  as  I 
write  they  are  showing  in  good  numbers  in  the  lower 
pools  of  the  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The-  river  is  now 
gradually  coming  down  to  a  nice  level.  The  weather 
has  been  rather  blustery  and  cooler.  On  Doonass  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed  three  salmon,  171b.,  181b.,  291b. 
On  Prospect  Miss  Townshend  killed  one  salmon, 
19|lb. ,  and  Colonel  Townshend  one  salmon,  14ilb 
On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
15§lb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  24ilb. ;  and  Mr.  T.  L.ilngham  one  salmon, 
28Jlb.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  291b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham  one 
salmon,  2ipb.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  two  salmon,  291b.  and  35ilb.  On  Landscape 
Mr.  Claud  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  23ilb.— J. 
Enbight  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— This 
week  again  our  English  visitors  have  killed  several 
magnificent  salmon.  Mr.  Cecil  H.  Wray,  Thurbly 
Hall,  Lincoln,  heads  the  list  with  two  weighing  341b. 
and  281b.,  killed  on  the  one  day;  R.  St.  J.  Willans, 
5th  Fusiliers,  home  on  sick  leave  from  South 
Africa,  comes  next  with  a  spanking  fellow  of 
331b.,  and  another  of  121b.  The  former  was  a  fish 
of  splendid  beauty,  and  afforded  its  gallant 
young  captor  twenty  minutes'  brilliant  play.  Mr. 
Sperling  got  two  other  beauties,  271b.  and  201b; 
Mr.  Vinter,  one,  191b.  ;  P.  Ryan,  fishing  for  Mr.  A. 
Walmesley-Cotham,  Springfield,  Prescot,  two,  28.Jlb. 
and  281b.;  Captain  "Johnnie"  Baylev,  beloved  of 
Shannon  fishermen,  had  two.  831b.  and  251b.  In 
addition  to  the  above  captures,  Mr.  Sperling  got  two 
splendid  fish,  3S|lb.  and  341b.  T.  and  J.  Grimes,  two 
in  one  day,  191b.  and  181b.  The  outlook  for  anglers 
at  Killaloe  could  not  possibly  ba  better.  Salmon  are 
about  in  plenty,  the  grilse  will  begin  to  ran  up  from 
the  Atlantic  in  a  week  or  so,  and  the  Green  Drake  is 
already  up  on  Lough  Derg.— S.  J.  Hubley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).  —  The  Green 
Drake  commenced  to  rise  in  small  numbers  in  the 
shallow  bays  of  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere  to-day 
(May  14).  The  wind  is  most  propitious,  and  fishing 
should  be  fairly  good  by  Monday  next.  Everything 
depends  on  the  breezes  keeping  from  easterly  points. 
T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux  (May  7). — A  few  days  ago  an  early  start 
brought  one  to  the  Stockalper  water  to  find  it  clearing 
nicely  in  the  upper  reaches,  swallows  busy,  and  a 
fishing  feeling  in  the  air.  Out  of  five  trout  hooked  in 
quick  succession,  the  best,  of  about  lib.,  broke  away, 
taking  the  tail  fly  (created  the  day  before — bronze 
peacock  body,  yellow  silk  tag,  blue  hackle,  and  black 
wing  shot  with  green)  ;  two  smaller  badly-hooked  fish 
followed  suit,  but  worse  luck  was  in  store,  when  one 
over  21b.,  after  a  bit  of  hard  play  in  rapid  water,  jumped 
once  too  often  and  "  let  out  his  hoult,"  as  Micky  the 
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"  Gow  "  described  the  same  catastrophe  once  on  Lough 
Arrow.  Except  for  bad  luck  the  day  was  a  pleasant 
one,  but  the  basket  was  lighter  than  it  should  have 
been.  We  are  glad  to  learn  here  that  20,000  alevin 
trout  have  just  been  put  into  this  water,  and  wish  the 
little  chaps  long  enough  lives  to  become  heavy  fish  by 
and  bye. — Benwyan.  [Received  too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.] 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycottou. — Pollack  are  affording  generally  good 
sport  in  this  district,  and  sea  angling  will  soon  become 
general.  Several  kinds  of  fish  are  reported  pushing 
i  lose  inshore  already. — T.  J.  D. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Cronch). — We  had  about 
twenty  anglers  pay  us  a  visit  on  May  11,  but  they  met 
with  very  poor  sport,  as  the  water  was  very  thick  and 
the  tides  running  rather  too  strong  for  rod  and  line 
angling.  The  tides  will  be  suitable  during  the  holiday 
week,  and  fairish  sport  should  be  had,  as  there  are 
plenty  of  dabs,  flounders,  soles,  some  small  whiting, 
codling,  and  plaice  in  the  river. — J.  Wright. 

Darrjmaue  (co.  Kerry); — Sport  is  now  good  at 
pollack,  but  nothing  is  being  done  among  other  fish 
that  are  reckoned  numerous  around  here.  Weather 
now  very  favourable,  though  squally  at  times. — T.J.D. 

Dingle. — On  favourable  days  pollack  anglers  had 
good  sport  in  this  district,  and  some  cod,  haddocks, 
and  gurnards  were  had.  Mackerel  are  not  as  numerous 
as  usual  around  here.  Rock  fishing  for  wrasse,  etc., 
has  not  yet  commenced. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — There  is  not  much  to  report  this  week  ; 
the  fishing  has  not  been  good  ;  some  bass  are  still  to 
be  caught  at  the  back  of  the  island,  but  the  catch 
varies  from  six  to  a  dozen  per  boat,  and  these  are 
generally  taken  at  night.  Pollack  are  more  scarce 
this  week  than  last,  but  those  that  have  been  brought 
in  were  very  fine.  A  large  number  of  smelt  and  young 
pouting  are  being  killed  daily  by  the  blasting  in  the 
docks,  and  the  gulls  have  a  feast ;  thousands  of  these 
birds  can  be  seen  daily  feeding  after  every  explosion. 
— William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — The  outlook  for  the  Whitsun  holidays 
is  not  bright.  Wind  still  north-easterly  and  very  cold, 
and  consequently  little  or  no  fishing.  It  will  be  high 
tide  on  Saturday  at  Y.45  a.m.  and  Monday  9  48  a.m. 
Should  the  weather  become  warmer  in  the  meantime, 
smelts,  flounders,  and  eels  should  be  had  in  the  inner 
harbour. — Grey  Mullett. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  in  the  bay  and  at  the  break- 
water has  taken  a  decided  turn  for  the  better.  Several 
good  size  pollack  have  been  taken  at  the  breakwater, 
and  last  week  about  3000  bass  were  taken  in  net  at 
one  haul,  most  of  them  decent  size  fish.  A  few 
mackerel  have  also  been  taken,  but  as  yet  they  seem  to 
lay  about  West  Bay  where  there  have  been  good 
catches.  The  fishing  in  the  harbour  has  not  been  so 
good  the  past  week,  the  fish  apparently  keeping  out- 
side, but  a  change  of  weather  will  no  doubt  run  them 
in  harbour  again.  There  are  a  lot  of  mullet  in  the 
harbour,  but  they  are  not  on  the  feed.  The  weather  is 
fine  with  sunshine,  but  very  cool  towards  night. 
Winds  from  N.  to  W.,  sea  calm. — A.  G.  Eowell. 


Jlssociafions 

(Special  Meetings). 


Cekteal  Association  Visiting  List — 

The  meeting  at  the  Kynaston  Angling  Society  on 
Monday  was  a  great  success,  the  spacious  club- 
room  being  crowded,  and  twenty-six  societies 
responded  to  the  roll  call.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade's 
lantern  lecture,  "Rambles  through|Kent  with  Rod 
and  Camera,"  was  greatly  enjoyed  ;  the  slides  of  the 
Central's  new  fisheries  and  references  thereto  were 
well  received;  also  the  many  excellent  fishing  stations 
on  the  S.E.R.  were  much  appreciated,  and  the 
heartiest  thanks  of  all  accorded  the  lecturer.  An 
excellent  musical  programme  followed  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  Levein,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith 
in  the  vice-chair.  Next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Lincoln  Angling  Society. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont 
presided.  There  was  a  complete  absence  of  fishing 
reports,  doubtless  accounted  for  by  the  very  unseason- 
able weather.  Various  administrative  details  were 
discussed,  and  arrangements  made  to  inspect  sundry 
fishing  waters  with  a  view  to  the  society  renting 
same.  It  was  announced  that  the  committee, 
officers,  and  such  of  the  members  as  might  wish 
to  participate,  will  sup  together  at  the  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  June  3  next. 
It  is  almost  needless  to  state  that  there  is  sure  to  be 
a  good  attendance,  and  it  will  be  therefore  advisable 
for  membais  to  make  early  application  to  the  hon. 
secretary  for  tickets  (2s.  Gd).,  as  they  will  be  limited 
in  number. 


Geeenwich  Angling  Society — 

The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  May  7,  Mr.  G. 
H.  Dowsett  in  the  chair,  Mr.  T.  J.  Church  in  the 
vice-chair.  The  chairman  was  supported  by  Dr. 
Whitewood,  Mr.  J.  Cooper,  Mr.  Prescott  Clay,  Mr. 
Cooper,  jun.,  etc.  About  forty  members  and  friends 
were  present,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  After  the  loyal  toasts,  the  toast  of  the 
"  Greenwich  Angling  Society "  was  given  by  the 
president  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Church,  who 
alluded  to  the  continued  success  of  the  society  and 
to  the  number  of  specimen  fish  taken  during  the 
past  season,  and  that  no  jn-izcs  for  gross  weight  tocrc 
given  ichatever.  Mr.  Clay  then  gave  the  toast  of  "The 
President,"  which  was  given  with  musical  honours. 
After  the  reply,  the  secretary  read  his  annual  report, 
which  stated  that  there  are  still  one  hundred  mem- 
bers, £30  in  P.O.  bank,  and  £3  in  hands  of  treasurer. 
There  was  a  falling  off  in  hon.  members,  but  an 
increase  in  full  members.  Mr.  Robinson  took  the 
1st  prize  of  £2  2s.,  given  by  the  president,  with  two 
roach  of  21b.  each  ;  Mr.  Young  took  the  2nd,  given 
by  the  president,  of  £1  Is.  with  a  bream  of  51b.  lOoz. 
Other  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Orsman,  Gilbey, 
Slatter,  Thurston,  C.  Taylor,  Skeates,  Hengler, 
Church,  Thompson,  H.  Canton,  Richards,  and 
Dryden.  The  amount  promised  in  the  room  and 
club  prizes  for  next  season  amount  to  thirty  guineas. 
The  musical  arrangements  were  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Walter  Hengler,  the  artists  being  Messrs. 
Harry  Knight,  Frost  Lambert,  Harry  Burns,  C. 
Taylor,  and  others.  Mr.  Walter  Taylor,  pianist. 
Letters  and  telegrams  of  apology  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Marshall,  Igglesden,  Howard,  and  W.  J. 
Wade,  stating  that  from  various  reasons  they  were 
unable  to  attend  and  wishing  success  to  the  society. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  and  again  details  of  successful  angling 
expeditions  were  meagre.  Mr.  Clarence  G.  Snowden, 
however,  exhibited  a  good  trout  weighing  51b.  2oz., 
taken  by  him  in  private  water.  The  fish  took  a 
medium  Silver  Doctor  and  gave  fine  sport.  From 
the  Dee,  where  Messrs.  R.  Bradford  and  C.  H. 
Bywaters  had  been  salmon  fishing,  Thames  (as  per 
Mr.  J.  E.  Evans'  statement  concerning  Pangbourne), 
Kennet,  and  Lambourn,  reports  were  most  unsatis- 
factory, bad  weather  having  been  responsible  for 
empty  baskets.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  gave  an  account 
of  a  trip  he  had  made  to  France  and  Italy.  He  saw 
some  of  the  huge  carp  at  Fontainebleau,  but  though 
he  passed  many  beautiful  rivers  en  route  to  Florence, 
the  water  was  everywhere  of  a  pronounced  slate 
colour.  Mr.  Blundell  only  saw  one  man  fishing,  or 
trying  to,  and  he  was  using  a  net.  He  thought  the 
slaty  colour  of  the  water  arose  from  pollution  by 
quarries  or  something  of  the  kind.  At  the  forth- 
coming Loch  Leven  competition  of  angling  clubs, 
the  society  will  be  represented  by  Mr.  H.  Harden, 
who  on  the  former  occasion  he  fished  for  the  society 
came  out  at  the  top  of  the  winning  list. — Hon.  Sec. 

The  Freshwater  Fishermen's  Society  of  Ply- 
mouth AND  District — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above,  held  in  the  Barristers' 
Room,  Law  Courts,  on  Friday,  May  9,  it  was  resolved 
that,  owing  to  the  gradual  decrease  of  members  and 
the  want  of  interest  in  the  society,  it  be  wound  up, 
which  was  accordingly  done. — W.  H. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association — 

On  May  7  (Mr.  Symonds  in  the  chair)  our  prize 
distribution  took  place.  The  winners  were  Messrs. 
Cuddon,  Winter,  "X.,"  Hodgkinson,  Symonds, 
Davis,  H.  Moore,  and  C.  Moore.  The  prizes 
included  a  spinning  rod,  writing  case,  handbag,  ivory 
brush,  etc.  Our  supper  on  this  occasion  —our  worthy 
host  and  member,  Mr.  H.  J.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Pither 
catering  for  us— gave  satisfaction  to  everybody. 
During  the  evening  the  company  listened  to  some 
excellent  music  and  singing  by  Messrs.  W.  Fuller, 
T.  Toomer,  Betterton,  Harrington,  Master  Allen, 
and  others.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  heartily  accorded 
to  Mr.  Ponder — who  had  charge  of  the  musical 
arrangements — for  vhe  very  satisfactory  way  in  which 
he  had  got  up  che  entertainment.  During  the 
evening  a  couciderable  amount  was  promised  by 
members  and  frienas  towards  our  next  season's 
prizes. — Matt.  Cuddon,  Hon.  Sec. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association — 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  association  took  place 
at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton,  on  May  8.  The 
chairman  ,was  Mr.  A.  T.  Porter,  and  Mr.  E.  A. 
Higgs,  vice.  The  company  included  Messrs.  H. 
Newby  (late  hon.  sec),  W.  Wheatley,  P.  Wheatley, 
C.  Davey,  J.  R.  Newcombe,  F.  Power,  S.  Rosewell, 
H.  Alpe,  J.  Dicks,  G.  Hemmings,  A.  Eraser  Byas, 

f  Charles  Pond,  A.  Spearpoint,  P.  Clark,  W.  Prvor,  W. 
Clark,  H.  Pizzey,  T.  H.  Wheatley,  W.  Smyth,  F. 
Roper,  P.  Moore,  J.  Wicks,  H.  Bargant,  F.  Gillett, 
Watson,  Jones,  Brewster,  George  Edmonds  (hon. 
sec),  etc.  The  chairman,  in  proposing  "  The 
Society,"  said  he  was  a  keen  fisherman  himself 
and  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  association. 


Bottom  fishing  had  not  been  good ;  he  thought 
they  ought  to  have  more  assistance  from  the  Pre- 
servation Society.  It  was  a  sin  that  they  should 
have  sport  spoilt  for  the  sake  of  a  few  swans, 
vphich  might  be  cooped  up  during  the  critical  time 
of  the  year.  Mr.  George  Edmonds  (hon.  sec.)  said 
the  club  was  in  a  fair  financial  position.  He  had 
presented  the  club  with  a  Coronation  cup  to  be 
given  for  the  best  specimen  fish  caught  in  the  first 
three  competitions — not  a  challenge  cup,  bat  to  be 
won  outright.  A  presentation  was  made  to  the  late 
secretary,  H.  E.  Newby,  of  a  gold  Belcher  ring  with 
inscription  inside :  "  Presented  to  H.  E.  Newby, 
from  the  W.A.A."  Songs  and  dialogues  were  given 
by  Mr.  Charles  Pond,  Mr.  Carl  Roper,  and  Mr.  F. 
Spearpoint.  Mr.  Frank  Moore,  accompanist. 
Weymouth  Angling  Association— 

The  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on  May  7, 
under  the  presidency  of  his  worship  the  Mayor, 
Mr.  John  Bagg,  who  was  supported  by  Dr.  A.  M. 
Moore  (president),  Mr.  E.  Sigriat  (vice-president), 
Mr.  E.  L.  W.  Chave  (hon.  solicitor),  the  hon. 
secretary,  the  hon.  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  T.  J. 
Templeman,  H.  J.  Miller,  H.  A.  Hurdle,  S.  Milledge, 
J.  R.  Bridle,  T.  S.  Walls,  A.  Wallett,  A.  G.  Rowell, 
H.  J.  Russell,  H.  G.  Gough,  and  others.  The 
Mayor  said  he  was  proud  to  preside  over  a  society 
which  he  considered  had  done  and  was  doing  a 
great  deal  of  good  for  Weymouth.  He  was  pleased 
to  find  so  many  gentlemen  come  forward  to 
support  the  president  and  committee  upon  this 
occasion.  This  showed  they  had  a  good  staff, 
that  they  meant  business,  and  in  a  season  before 
them  they  looked  like  having  a  good  future. 
The  hon.  secretary  read  letters  of  apology  from 
several  gentlemen,  one  being  from  Mr.  Joseph 
Davis,  an  old  Weymouthian  boy,  now  residing  in 
London,  which  was  of  a  very  interesting  character. 
The  hon.  secretary's  report  showed  that  a  great 
amount  of  hard  work  had  been  done  by  the  com- 
mittee during  the  eight  months  the  association 
had  been  in  existence.  There  had  been  twenty- 
eight  committee  meetings,  and  the  number  of 
members  now  mustered  about  120.  On  April  12  a 
number  of  members  assembled  at  the  pier  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  be  photographed  ia  the 
act  of  fishing.  The  picture  was  taken  to  be  repro- 
duced in  the  "  Guide  to  Weymouth,"  which  is  being 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Town  Council. 
The  hon.  treasurer  submitted  his  financial  state- 
ment, which  showed  a  good  balance  in  hand.  The 
officers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected.  Several  hon.  members  were  elected.  Dr. 
Moore  then  read  a  paper  on  "Netting:  its 
Advantages  and  Disadvantages,"  which  was  followed 
by  a  very  interesting  paper  (read  by  Mr.  S.  Wallis) 
on  "  Birds  vcrsxts  Fish." 


THE  IMPOSTS  ON  IMPORTED  FLOUR 
AND  WHEAT. 


The  insertion;  of  the  thinnest  of  thin  ends  of  the 
wedge  into  the  Free  Trade  Policy  of  1846  is  significant; 
but  it  will  let  not  a  single  farm  of  the  thousands 
unlet  or  not  paying  as  such  in  hand.  The  all  but 
nominal  imposts  on  imported  breadstuffs  might 
agitate  the  home  markets  for  a  while,  but  its  effect 
on  prices  and  on  home  arable  culture  will  be  all  but 
nil.  It  will  staunch  no  tear  for  the  lost  fortunes  and 
homes  of  small  proprietors  —  of  yeomen,  too,  who 
stuck  to  their  paternal  acres  until,  in  most  all  cases, 
they,  or  their  sons,  had  to  give  up  the  battle  against 
low  rates  for  wheat  and  other  corn.  It  used  to  be 
said  by  competent  men  among  yeomen  and  tenant 
farmers,  in  the  presence  of  the  writer,  that  wheat 
could  not  be  groion  in  England  for  less  than  40s.  per 
quarter ;  and  yet  for  a  long  time,  and  up  to  the 
passing  of  this  shadowy  "protective"  measure,  the 
top  price  for  English  white  wheat  was  31s.  to  31s. 
per  quarter.  The  late  Sir  Robert  Peel  said  the 
British  farmer  ought  to  obtain  56s.  per  quarter  for  his 
wheat ;  and  the  difference  between  that  sum  and  the 
prices  ruling  for  English  wheat  in  the  two  past  decades 
are  eloquent  of  the  ruin  wrought  both  to  yeomen — the 
sons  of  some  who  foretold  what  woald  happen  some 
day — together  with  equally  loyal  tenaat-farmers,  down 
to  the  holders  of  80  acres  co  100  acre  i  of  arable  farms, 
and  the  depreciation  of  the  parsons'  "livings."  The 
editor  of  this  papsr  is  in  favour  of  paying  English 
wheat  growers,  who  still  hold  on  at  little  or  no  rentals, 
to  reserve  their  wheat  in  view  of  a  European  war. 
We  are  dependent  upon  other  countries  for  quite 
three- fourths  of  our  breadstuffs,  and  unless  our  Govern- 
ment could  induce  that  of  the  United  States  to  test 
the  legality  of  the  great  Trusts,  or  "  cornerers  "  of  the 
neces'saries  of  daily  life,  England  might  be  at  the 
mercy  of  foreign  flour  and  wheat  holders ;  and  the 
goddess  Ceres  might  bow  her  head  in  continuous 
despair  o'er  the  decadence  of  British  aiable  farming. 
If  those  who  join  in  the  cry,  for  political  ends,  of 
"Back  to  Land  "  were  themselves  to  try  the  expeii- 
ment,  and  demonstrate  by  actual  facts  its  practicability, 
it  would  be  far  more  to  the  purpose.  W.  F, 
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EASY 
CHAIR5 


Easy  Chairs 
for  Men's  Use 

The  "  LINCOLN  " 

48s 

6d 

The "ASCOT" 

65s 

od 

The  "KEL5EA" 

od 

The  "DIVAN" 

1155 

od 

Five  Hundred 

to  c/ioose  from  1 

MAPLE  &  CO 

LONDON 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 


No  Name  less  little  Liver  Pills,       Be  Sure  they  a 

tilustrated  painplil^t  free,  showing  Mr.  Crow's  travels  ab" 
vadress-B.  iti£.h  Depot,  4G,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London 


They  purify. 
They  strengthen. 


They  invigorato. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATICfJ. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIfj. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEKEON. 

DOSE  :  One  at  ni^ht 

40  in  a  phial. 
134d.  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated. 

They  TOUCH  the  LlVER 

~d  GARTER  S 


"SHANNOrrjQ^  Casts. 

''I  have  killed  upwards  of  ^^^^^  c  1 
4.U      u  J      ,  "FWdiub  01  ^bC3^>  Salmon  on  vour  Tackle  and 

then  had  only  one  smash  for  wh,vi.  fiTl  .    ,  lacKie,  and 

y      c  i.masn  tor  which  the  Gut  was  not  altogether  to  blame. 

"G.  M.  I." 

Casts  ^nfnelth^rT^.  """l  \r  ^^^^^^D  on  two  of  your  ^h^non'' Gut 
casts,  and  neither  Cast  is  half  worn  out.  W.  I  S  " 

«ci^         4.U-  .  "Preston,  April  8,  1902. 

So  far  this  year    I    have    killed    upwards   of  Trout 
practically  all  on  two  of  your  No.  17  'Shannon'  Casts.      ^^^P  hT 

"I  killeH  Col         1    .  "Sutherland. 

casts Vaperedledir£],n.„T  "  ""^  " 

Anglers  about  to  visit  NORWAY^liid^^noTplIcrthdr  orders  for  the  reliable 
bhannon "  Gut  Casts  and  Traces  to  be  obtained  only  from 

JOHN  EN  RIGHT  &  SON.'^^^TreSSS'^'^'^' 

N.B.-Se.  our  B.mU,,  Cor*  International  Bxmitlon.    Stand  ,60.  Mastrlal  Mall. 
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TJw  capacity  for  enjoyment  marks  the  strength  of 
the  mind. — ^Ninon  de  L'Enclos. 


The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  31,  at  the  Wool 
Exchange  Restaurant,  Oolerttan-street,  London  Wall, 
E.G.  Covers  will  be  removed  at  7  o'clock  prompt. 
Mr.  E.  Davis  Hilton  has  charge  of  the  musical 
arrangements,  and  that  means  you  will  be  "up  to  the 
hilt  (on 't)."  Friends  are  invited,  but  to  ensure  a  seat 
at  the  festive  board  application  should  quickly  be  made 
to  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodrufi,  2,  Pirsby-road,  Stamford  Hill, 
S.B. 


The  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
(founded  1879)  have  rented  new  waters  exclusively  for 
members.  Esher — Two  miles  of  river  Mole,  quite 
private,  amidst  pretty  scenery,  water  holding  good 
stock  of  fish,  within  easy  reach  of  London,  quick 
service  of  trains  week-days  and  Sundays,  privilege 
ticket  fare  Waterloo  Is.  6d.,  Vauxhall  Is.  4d., 
Clapham  Junction  Is.  2d.  Kent — One-and-half  miles 
of  river  at  Wye,  starting  from  Wye  Mill  up  stream,  very 
select,  splendid  fishing,  good  and  reasonable  accom- 
modation in  village.  Railway  concession  applied  for. 
Pulborough  Fishery — A  capital  stretch  of  the  river 
Arun,  five  miles  in  length,  with  plenty  of  good  class 
fish,  situated  in  this  delightful  part  of  the  country, 
quite  private  and  secluded.  Cheap  trains  by  Eldridge's 
excursion,  also  cheap  anglers'  tickets  on  production  of 
member's  privilege  card.  Amberley — Stacey's  fishery, 
river  Arun.  Good  fishing,  plenty  of  specimens,  starting 
from  Houghton  Bridge  towards  the  cliffs.  Other  waters 
will  be  added  if  of  a  suitable  kind. — W.  J.  Wade, 
secretary,  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


"The  Angler's  Paradise." 

Let  the  rod  be  supple  and  light  and  long. 

Let  the  line  be  fine,  at  the  same  time  strong, 

Let  the  reel's  sweet  music  resound  again. 

As  the  greenheart  bends  to  the  welcome  strain. 

Let  the  sky  be  clear  and  the  sun  be  bright. 

Let  the  river  sparkle  with  liquid  light. 

Let  the  wind  be  down  in  the  south  all  day, 

Let  every  fish  need  lots  of  "  play," 

Let  the  creel  be  full  to  the  very  brim. 

Let  every  pool  be  a  fruitful  "swim." 

Let  him  who  fishes  a  sportsman  be, 

Let  him  know  the  rules  as  his  ABC, 

Let  him  rejoice  in  the  lucid  air. 

Let  his  mind  be  free  from  every  care, 

Let  it  bear  no  malice,  no  poaching  vice, 

And  there's  your  "  Angler's  Paradise." — S.  E.  B. 


In  America  houses  have  "  tall  stories,"  and  the 
Americans— like  anglers — are  celebrated  for  tall 
stories.  One  of  the  latest  of  these  is  concerning  a 
man  who  was  working  on  the  nineteenth  story  of  a 
house  on  fire  in  New  York,  and  who,  finding  all  other 
means  of  escape  cut  off,  had  to  wrap  himself  up  in 
some  rubber  tubing  and  leap  down  on  the  pavement. 
On  reaching  the  bottom  he  rebounded  much  higher 
than  the  place  he  leaped  from,  and  this  continued  for 
three  days,  when,  to  avoid  seeing  the  man  die  from 
starvation,  a  policeman  shot  him,  and  it  is  still  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  the  policeman  will  be 
promoted  or  discharged  for  so  doing. 


Some  people  say  that  the  "  old  original  "  Adam  was 
a  Welshman  and  rejoiced  in  the  very  original  and  Celtic 
surname  of  Jones.  His  lineal  descendants  are  still  in 
a  majority  in  some  places,  as  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Carnarvon  Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Jones  was  placed  in  the  chair  pro  tern.  Then  Mr. 
Jeffrey  Jones  proposed,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones 
seconded,  the  election  of  Mr.  Richard  Jones  to 
the  chair  for  the  year.  ,.Mr.  Jeffrey  Jones  was  also 
elected  to  the  vice-chair  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  William 
Jones,  and  quite  a  number  of  Joneses  were  put  on  the 
assessment  committee,  while  Mr;  T.  R.  Jones,  the 
relieving  officer,  brought  a  number  of  special  cases 
under  the  notice  of  the  guardians,  the  names  of  most 
of  these  applicants  for  relief  being  also  Jones.  After 
this  who  dares  to  say  a  word  against  the  Joneses — 
especially  at  Carnarvon  !  - 


Coronation  odes  and  hymns  are  falling  upon  us 
thick  as  autumn  leaves  in  Val  Ambrosia.  One  of  the 
best  is  written  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Letts,  a  brother  angler, 
and  has  been  most  appropriately  set  to  music  by  the 
Rev.  A.  Wellesley  Batson,  Mus.Bac,  Oxon.  The 
hymn  (and  music),  published  by  Partridge  and  Cooper, 
Fleet-street,  at  2d.  per  copy,  is  marked  by  fine 
reverential  feeling  and  true  loyalty,  egectively  but  not 
effusively  expressed. 


The  fifth  issue  of  the  "Corn  Trade  Year  Book  "  is 
just  announced.  This  encyclopasdia  of  statistics  will 
be  found  to  be  of  considerable  value  to  members  of  the 
grain,  seed  and  flour  trades.  The  compiler  of  the 
"  Year  Book  "  is  Mr.  G.  J.  S.  Broomhall,  F.S.S.,  editor 
of  "  Corn  Trade  News."  The  article  upon  "  The 
World's  Grain  Trade "  in  the  new  edition  of  the 
Encyclopedia  Britannica  is  by  Mr.  Broomhall. 


The  Whitsuntide  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
will  include  Bisini's  Great  Continental  Circus  and  a 
programme  of  varieties  unparalleled  in  the  centre  of 
London.  The  Aquarium  seatings,  overlooking  the 
Abbey  Coronation  entrance,  are  being  erected  by  the 
Aquarium  management  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  £2,000. 
The  prices  for  seatings  are  from  three  guineas  upwards. 


Fleet-street,  or  as  George  Augustus  Sala  called  it, 
"  Brain  Street,"  knows  very  many  "  good  men  and 
true,"  but  we  all  feel  poorer  by  the  loss  of  the  genial 
presence  of  William  Cate.  He  was  as  cheery  and 
jovial  a  soul  as  ever  Dickens  sketched,  and  his  pleasant 
ruddy  face,  which  seemed  to  belong  to  a  jolly  salt 
water  "  skipper,"  will  be  much  missed  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and,  knowing,  loved  him.  For  thirty-one 
years  out  of  the  seventy-three  years  he  lived  William 
Cate  was  president  of  the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers. 
I  have  been  for  many  years  an  honorary  member 
of  this  "select"  society.  I  attended  all  their 
"banquets"  I  found  it  possible  to  attend,  and  was 
driven  home  in  the  president's  brougham.  Memories 
of  pleasant  chats  on  the  road  will  always  linger 
with  me.    At  his  place  of  business  in  London,  at 


Mr.  William  Gate. 


the  social  meetings  of  his  society,  in  his  punt  on  the 
Thames,  William  Cate  was  ever  the  same  cheery, 
light-hearted  gentleman,  and  troops  of  friends  share 
the  regret  with  which  I  write  these  brief  tributary 
lines.  Mr.  "Willie"  Cate  bears  the  honoured  name 
of  his  lamented  father,  in  whose  footsteps  he  treads. 
Mr.  William  Cate  (there  is  no  need  now,  alas  I  for  the 
distinguishing  diminutive)  has  been  an  indefatigable 
hon.  sec.  to  the  Society  of  which  his  father  was  the 
honoured  President.  He  inherits  his  father's  virtues 
and  popularity,  and  has  the  sympathy  of  all 
who  feel  the  loss  of  the  late  William  Cate. 
The  headquarters  of  the  Caxtonian  Society  of  Anglers 
is  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough  Square,  Fleet  Street. 
Genial  "  Peter  "  Brooks,  who  worthily  plays  host,  will 
show  any  visitor  some  of  the  finest  specimen  fish  ever 
seen.  No  wonder  the  late  Mr.  Cate  was  as  proud  of 
his  society  as  the  society  were  proud  of  him.  Many 
members  and  friends  attended  the  funeral  at  Highgate 
Cemetery  on  Wednesday,  and  beautiful  wreaths  were 
sent  from  near  and  far. 


It  has  been  found  by  recent  experiments  that  the 
value  of  willows  is  very  great  in  holding  together  the 
banks  of  screams.  They  have  a  natural  affinity  for 
stream  banks,  their  shade  is  never  intense,  and  their 
root  systems  are  deep  in  the  soil,  whereby  they  form 
dense  masses  at  the  water's  edge,  protecting  the  soil 
from  washing  away,  and  retaining  the  embankments. 
Another  advantage  possessed  by  willows  is  the  rapidity 
of  their  growth. 


"  Do  you  not  know  me  ?  "  asked  Polonius.  "  Excel- 
lent well  :  thou  art  a  fishmonger."  "  Not  I,  my  lord." 
"  Then  I  would  thou  wert  as  honest  a  man."  I  would 
that  all  fishmongers  were  as  honest  as  Hamlet  thought 
them  to  be,  but  the  following  notes  culled  from  a 
scientific  journal  seem  to  indicate  that  Mr.  P.  had 
good  reason  for  declining  to  be  called  a  fishmonger : — 
***** 

Dr.  Lawrence  Hamilton  has  been  devoting  a  system- 
atic study  to  the  frauds  of  the  fish  trade.  From  his 
researches  we  learn  that  occasionally  stale  codfish 
have  their  gills  smeared  with  fresh  bullocks'  blood,  as 
if  recently  captured.  On  the  fish  vendor's  slab  cod 
and  other  fish  are  sometimes,  by  means  of  a  blowpipe, 
inflated  with  air  so  as  to  make  skinny  flabby  fish  look 
plump  and  fat.  Small  haddocks  and  rock  pouters, 
which  are  cheap  and  common,  are  often  skinned,  their 
tails  inserted  into  their  mouths,  and  sold  at  a  high 
price  for  whiting.  Painting  and  varnishing  the  gills 
and  other  parts  of  stale  fish,  and  even  artificially 
colouring  cured  fish  to  make  them  look  fresh,  are 
practised  at  home  and  abroad.  "  Filleted  soles  "  are 
often  merely  dressed  plaice,  or  "  weavers,"  otherwise 
stinging  fish.  Halibut  and  brill  are  passed  off  as 
turbot.  On  capture,  red  mullet  have  their  scales 
removed  to  intensify  their  redness.  Stale  eels  and 
skate  are  rubbed  over  with  sand  to  make  them  look  as 
if  recently  caught,  and  also  to  increase  their  weight. 
In  France  skinned  dog-fish  are  sold  as  "  Dutch"  eels. 
Sprats  are  often  canned  and  labelled  sardines  or 
anchovies,  and  form  the  basis  of  "  anchovy  "  paste. 
«  «  «  «  * 

"Dressed"  juvenile  split  herrings  in  America  are 
passed  off  as  anchovies,  and  small  herrings  sold  for 
sardines.  The  so-called  "Russian  sardines"  are,  it 
appears,  only  small  herrings  flavoured  with  spices. 
They  are  largely  exported  from  Germany.  Covered 
with  a  special  varnish  of  a  smoky  taste,  herrings  have 
been  sold  as  "  smoked  herrings."  Into  lobsters  and 
crabs  which  have  become  by  reason  of  age  of  lighter 
weight  portions  of  fresh  haddock  or  roker  are  intro- 
duced— in  the  case  of  the  lobster  at  the  juncture  of 
the  tail,  and  in  the  case  of  the  crab  by  inserting 
through  a  side  opening  the  fragments  beneath  its 
upper  shell.  This  is  technically  called  "  loading." 
Lobsters  and  crabs  unfit  for  human  food  are  "  fresh- 
ened up "  by  reboiling,  thus  partly  concealing  the 
odour  of  commencing  decomposition.  Caviares  made 
from  the  roes  of  the  sturgeon,  cod,  or  mullet  are  often 
adulterated  with  rancid  or  decomposed  caviare,  and 
with  roes  taken  from  inferior  coarse  fish.  Often  canned 
and  cured  fish,  besides  being  more  or  less  decomposed, 
is  submitted  to  the  curing  process  without  being 
washed.  Canned  "oysters"  are  frequently  mussels 
with  their  byssus  or  moorings  removed,  and  so  forth. 


0  THE  anglers,  the  anglers,  the  merry,  merry  anglers, 

1  long  for  springtime  coming,   when    they  visit 

Wharfe's  fair  dale. 

When  the  primroses  are  springing. 
And  the  birds  are  sweetly  singing, 
And  the  cuckoo's  notes  are  sounding  through  the 

flowery,  verdant  vale. 

Oh!  'tis  then  the  cheery  anglers,  the  blithe  and 

cheery  anglers. 
Delight  to  visit  Wharfedale,  'neath  the  bright  and 
sunny  sky; 

When  by  Wharfe's  clear,  glittering  waters. 
They  haunt  the  choicest  quarters. 
To  tempt  the  speckled  beauties  with  the  treacherous 
mimic  fly. 

O  the  anglers,  the  anglers,  the  cheery,  cheery  anglers. 
How  I  love  to  see  the  springtime,  when  with  rod, 
reel,  net,  and  line. 

They  come  to  whip  the  waters, 
And  with  "yarns"  from  all,  all  quarters. 
Recall  the  times  we've  witnessed  in  "  The  days  of 
Auld  Lang  Syne." 

J.  A.  Bland. 

The  verses  quoted  above  are  specimens  of  many  good 
things  in  the  Leeds  "  Anglers'  Record."  Mr.  Francis 
M.  Walbran  contributes  a  capital  article  on  "  Clear 
Water  Worm  Fishing,"  and  Mr.  R.  Crabtree  writes 
learnedly  on  "Pikes." 


I  HEAR  that  "probably"  the  last  execution  took 
place  at  Newgate  on  May  6.  Now  this  does  not  mean 
that  "  executions  "  will  not  continue  to  be  "  promptly 
executed,"  but  that  the  "  capital  "  punishment  will  be 
carried  on  at  some  other  business  premises.  The 
murderer,  Woolfe,  was  treated  to  a  "  drop  "  of  seven 
feet  eight  inches.  Well,  well  I  I  had  occasion  recently 
to  "  run  "  down  to  a  seaside  fishing  resort.  It  was 
somewhat  earlier  than  I  generally  "  ran  "  out — and 
breakfast  was  "  off."  So  in  the  little  "  Buffet  "  I  asked 
for  a  "drain"  of  the  very  best  whiskey.  I  had  it — 
and  tell  it  not  in  Gath— it  did  not  measure  half  an 
inch.  Moral:  Woolfe  had  a  "drop  "too  much — but 
there  was  a  drop  too  little  for  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  small  deputation  waited  upon  the  representatives 
of  the  Great  Western  and  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  Companies  on  Friday  (May  9)  at  Snow  Hill 
and  New  Street  Stations  to  try  and  induce  them  to 
grant  the  concession  to  the  members  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Association  to  travel  independent  of  the 
Provincial  Association.  The  officials  were  very 
favourably  inclined  to  the  suggestion  made  to  them, 
and  it  now  remains  to  be  seen  if  matters  can 
be  arranged  for  the  required  concession  to  be 
granted  for  June  16  next.  The  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion are  prepared  to  get  out  new  cards  and  have  them 
issued  to  the  clubs  as  soon  as  possible.  All  our  clubs 
are  making  their  arrangements  for  their  annual 
contests,  and  with  the  privilege  granted  direct  from 
the  Midland  Railway  Company,  this  company  will  be 
very  much  patronised  this  year.  The  Severn  will  be 
the  chief  place  where  the  annual  contests  will  be  fished. 
A  large  number  of  clubs  will  fish  at  Kemsey  and  at 
Upton-on-Severn.  Captain  Roberts,  of  Worcester,  who 
owns  a  fleet  of  steamboats,  has  been  to  Birmingham 
this  week  and  has  visited  a  number  of  the  clubs  to 
arrange  to  convey  the  anglers  from  Worcester  to  any 
part  on  the  Severn  at  special  reduced  fares,  either  on 
Sundays  or  week-days.  All  clubs  requiring  information 
as  to  fares  for  large  or  small  clubs  should  apply  to 
Captain  Roberts,  Old  Rectifying  House,  Worcester.  He 
has  boats  capable  of  conveying  parties  of  sixty  up  to  a 
thousand  persons  at  a  short  notice.  The  weather 
still  remains  cold  in  the  mornings  and  evenings, 
and  as  a  consequence  trout  fishing  remains 
quiet,  and  it  is  only  during  the  middle  of  the 
day  that  the  fish  are  on  the  move.  Some  few 
fish  have  been  taken,  and  the  majority  of  them  have 
been  small.  The  Severn  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  if  the  weather  remains  good  there  is  no  doubt 
but  what  a  large  number  will  turn  out,  with  the  view 
of  trying  to  secure  a  few  fish  and  enjoying  a  little 
fresh  air. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  trout  fishing  has  been  done  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  wretched 
state  of  the  weather,  for  it  has  been  more  like 
winter  than  spring,  with  an  intermixture  of  hail, 
rain,  sleet,  and  snow  at  times,  causing  angling 
to  be  anything  but  a  pleasant  occupation,  although 
at  intervals  of  sunshine  a  few  decent  sized  trout 
have  been  secured  here  and  there  by  anglers  who  have 
braved  the  elements,  but  chiefly  in  the  top  stretches 
of  the  river  Hull  above  Hempholme.  The  Beverley 
Angling  Association  will  hold  an  open  match  on  the 
river  at  Weelferry  on  Monday,  May  19,  and  the  River 
Hull  Angling  Association  will  also  fish  a  match  on 
the  river  on  Minto  Flatts  on  the  same  day. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  officials  have  been  rather  concerned 
on  account  of  the  serious  illness  of  the  general 
secretary,  Mr.  P.  Knight,  but  now  rejoice  that  he  is 
in  a  fair  way  for  a  restoration  to  good  health  and  a 
resumption  of  his  duties.  With  his  assistant  busy 
"  grinding  "  at  his  duties,  and  therefore  unable  to  do 
much  for  the  craft,  this  imfortunate  breakdown  of 
Mr.  Knight  was  a  bad  bit  of  news,  but  the  best  has 
been  done  for  the  association  meantime.  The  com- 
mittee are  highly  pleased  with  a  few  written 
opinions  of  new  members  on  their  efiorts  to 
provide  sport.  This  sort  of  medicine  is  just 
what  friend  Peter  stood  in  need  of.  Our 
rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  are  all  reported 
on  as  fishing  below  the  average.  Snow-water  once 
again  is  to  blame,  as  it  has  been  on  several  occasions 
lately,  and,  of  course,  so  late  in  the  year  is  particularly 
undesirable.  The  cry  of  scarcity  of  flies  is  still  heard, 
and  warmer  weather  devoutly  prayed  for,  so  that 
angling  may  be  carried  on  with  more  comfort  and 
success.  Great  preparations  are  being  made  at  Bolton 
for  next  week,  for  in  that  town  they  always  have  big 
things  on  hand  in  the  Whitsun  holidays.  Things  are 
always  busy  in  Liverpool,  but  just  now  exceptionally  so. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  anglers  have  again  this  week  failed  to  do 
much  good  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  cold 
weather.  Those  who  have  fished  the  streams  with  the 
bottom  tackle  have  occasionally  had  their  patience 
rewarded  with  an  odd  trout  or  two,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  rod  taking  more  than  two  brace. 
During  the  last  ten  days  I  have  visited  the  waters 
several  times  myself,  but  only  on  one  occasion  (and 
that  in  the  evening)  did  I  notice  the  fish  displaying 
the  slightest  approach  to  activity.  Plies,  I  think, 
were  never  so  backward  as  they  are  this  season.  There 
are  practically  none  on  the  waters,  but  this  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  considering  the  icy  cold  weather  which 
we  have  been  called  upon  to  endure  since  the  "  merrie 
jnonth  "  came  in.   It  is  remarkable  with  what  tenacity 


the  wind  continues  in  the  north-oast  quarter  ;  in  fact, 
we  have  had  considerably  more  cold  weather  during 
May  than  we  had  in  March.  Up  to  the  present  the 
season  is  on  all-fours  with  that  of  last  year,  when  very 
little  fly  fishing  was  practicable  until  the  beginning  of 
June.  I  do  not  suppose  that  up  to  now  one  in  a  dozen 
fly  fishermen  have  wetted  a  line. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  postponed  social  on  behalf  of  the  Philanthropic 
Fund,  and  promoted  by  the  "  Thirty "  Club,  is  now 
definitely  fixed  for  June  5.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
postponement  will  not  militate  against  its  success. 
The  delegate  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association  was  another  of  the  bumper  attendances 
characteristic  of  these  bi-monthly  meetings.  The 
amount  of  money  they  have  spent  and  the  quantity 
of  fish  stocked  in  their  waters  will  certainly 
tend  to  provide  sport  in  the  future.  They  have 
decided  to  open  all  their  waters  during  Whitsun- 
tide, and  leave  Combs'  reservoir  open  for  pike 
and  trout  until  the  coarse  fishing  season  opens. 
The  desire  to  get  hold  of  a  Hardy  rod  was  strongly  in 
evidence  a  few  days  ago,  when  a  few  were  sold  by 
auction.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  must  naturally  feel 
proud  in  consequence  of  this  desire,  and  also  at  the 
prices  obtained  for  the  same.  We  are  very  busy 
getting  ready  for  the  great  and  popular  holiday  of  the 
year  next  week,  but  the  cold  weather  is  going  a  long 
way  to  keeping  arrangements  in  the  background.  The 
Clayton  Ramblers  announce  the  opening  contest  for 
Althorpe.  The  Bollin  has  been  fishing  well  both  with 
fly  and  worm,  several  good  fish  being  taken.  Mr.  T. 
Nixon  records  the  best— a  well-conditioned  fish  of 
lib.  9oz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sport  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Trent  has  been  very 
poor  indeed,  and  until  warmer  weather  arrives  anglers 
cannot  hope  to  enjoy  much  success.  The  streams  are 
low  and  clear,  but  trout  of  late  have  required 
a  good  deal  of  coaxing,  even  with  the  caddis 
grub.  On  the  Greet  a  few  brace  of  choice 
fish  have  been  got  with  the  tail  end  of  the 
lob-worm,  and  sundry  specimens  have  been  met  with 
in  parts  of  the  Dover  Beck.  Efiorts  have  been  made 
at  Shardlow  to  secure  one  or  two  of  the  large  Loch 
Levens  inhabiting  the  waters,  but  I  cannot  hear  of 
even  one  so  far  having  succumbed  to  either  fly  or  bottom 
lure.  Coarse  fish  have  again  been  taken  and  returned 
by  trout  enthusiasts  visiting  the  Sawley  stretch.  I  am 
sorry  to  learn  that  the  once  popular  Fox  and  Owl  Society, 
Upper  Parliament  Street,  City,  has  ceased  to  exist. 
Members  at  the  annual  meeting  held  on  Thursday, 
May  8,  turned  up  in  very  scanty  force,  and  it  tran- 
spired that  many  had  -^not  paid  their  subscriptions. 
The  worthy  host  (Mr.  T.  Lewis)  had  done  all  he  could 
— more,  in  fact,  than  as  a  sportsman  he  ought  to  have 
done— and  it  was  decided  to  wind  up  the  club,  though 
a  new  one,  on  difierent  lines,  is  to  be  formed  before 
the  ordinary  season  again  comes  round.  Fly  fishers 
for  trout  have  done  next  to  nothing  in  consequence  of 
the  cold  nights  and  boisterous  days. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  very  little  sport  among  local  anglers 
lately  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  weather,  which 
has  been  of  a  wintry  character  for  weeks  past.  The 
rivers,  too,  are  mostly  out  of  trim  for  successful  fishing, 
the  rains  that  have  fallen  being  insufficient  to  have  an 
appreciable  effect  on  the  waters,  which  are  reported 
low  and  clear.  Good  freshets  are  needed,  as  well  as 
warmth,  to  render  angling  pleasant  and  profitable,  as 
it  should  be  in  the  month  of  May.  On  some  rivers 
trout  have  risen  well  during  the  midday  sunshine, 
but  the  enjoyment  of  rodmen  has  been  of  the 
most  transient  character.  Worm  and  minnow  are 
still  the  most  successful  lures.  When  the  change 
of  weather  which  is  longed  for  comes  trout 
will  doubtless  be  found  eager  for  the  fly.  For  the 
present  fly  fishing  is  at  a  discount.  The  members  of 
the  newly-formed  Ripon  Angling  Association  held 
a  general  meeting  at  the  Mechanics'  Institute  on 
Monday  evening,  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Page  presiding.  Mr. 
T.  Thwaites  presented  the  report  of  the  deputation  to 
the  Ripon  A.C.,  which  controls  the  fishing  over  the 
local  waters  and  has  the  power  of  granting  free  tickets. 
Members  of  the  new  association  were  to  have 
authority,  on  the  production  of  their  own  tickets, 
to  ask  for  the  ticket  of  a  stranger.  Free  tickets 
would  still  be  available  for  residents  in  Ripon, 
whether  members  of  the  A.C.  or  not.  The  question  of 
Sunday  fishing  had  also  been  raised,  members -^being 
left  free  to  please  themselves,  but  there  would  be  a 
closer  watch  to  see  that  the  privilege  would  not  be 
abused  by  rodmen  from  a  distance.  The  meeting 
resolved  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  A.C,  believing 
that  the  two  organisations  would  work  together  in 
harmony.  It  was  decided  to  draw  up  rules  and  arrange 
for  a  fishing  match.  The  attention  of  the  Corporation 
is  to  be  called  to  the  gasworks  discharge  into  the 
river  Ure,  and  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  the 
throwing  in  of  old  paper  and  rubbish,  generally  at  the 
bridges. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
cheap  excursion  bookings  on  Saturday  (May  17) 
from  Liverpool-street  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwin- 
stowe  (for  the  Quarries),  Chesterfield,  Manchester, 
York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  etc.,  also  to  the  principal 
towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk, 
etc.  Additional  Relieving  Trains  will  be  run  on 
Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  W^alton-on- 
Naze,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.  On  Saturday,  Special 
Trains  will  leave  Liverpool  -  street  at  9.55  a.m., 
1.35,  4.5  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft ;  at  7.15  p.m.  to  Felix- 
stowe, at  4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton-on-Sea  and  Walton- 
on-Naze.  Also  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of 
Saturday  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  12.20  night  for  Norwich  via  Cambridge,  at 
12.25  night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  via 
Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
The  supper  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12. ,3  night 
for  Colchester  and  Clacton-on-Sea  as  usual.  On  Bank 
Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Penchurch-street  via  Shenfield  to  Southend- 
on-Sea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch ;  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich, 
Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  and  from 
St.  Panoras  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely, 
and  Hertford.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  all 
trains  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House. 
A  special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  at  frequent 
intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  Penchurch-street,  and 
Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Rye  House.  Restaurant  Cars  are  now  run 
daily  on  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m. 
for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth, 
and  on  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.0  a.m.  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  only  from 
Liverpool-street  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer, 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Paris,  vid  Folke- 
stone and  Boulogne,  on  Saturday  (May  17)  leaving 
Victoria  2.40  p.m.,  Holborn  2.35  p.m.,  and  St.  Paul's 
2.37  p.m. ;  also  from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street, 
vid  Dover  and  Calais,  at  9  a.m.  on  May  17,  and  9  p  m. 
on  I  May  17  and  18.  Returning  on  Whit  Monday 
from  Paris  at  3.25  p.m.  vid  Boulogne,  or  at  9  p.m.  any 
day  within  fourteen  days  vid  Calais.  A  Cheap  Excur- 
sion to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria  at  2.40  p.m.  and 
Holborn  at  2.35  p.m.  on  Saturday  (May  17).  Return- 
ing at  7.25  p.m.  on  Whit  Monday.  Cheap  Return 
Tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  at  Victoria,  Holborn, 
and  Charing  Cross  on  May  17  and  IS,  available 
until  May  21,  and  by  certain  services  only.  On  Whit 
Monday  Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to 
Boulogne  and  Calais  from  Charing  Cross.  Cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  Calais  on  May  17  and 
18,  available  until  May  21.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels, 
vid  Calais  and  Ostend,  will  be  issued  from  May  14 
to  19  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special 
cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The 
Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns  vid  Queenboro' 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  May  14  to  19 
inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9.25  a.m. 
Cheap  eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Ostend  will  be 
issued  from  May  14  to  19.  Special  Tickets  to  the 
Belgian  Ardennes  will  be  issued  by  the  Calais 
and  Ostend  Routes.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  Services  will  run  as  usual  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  Service,  which  will  not 
run  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  snd  St.  Paul's  on  Whit 
Simday.  A  special  Express  Train  (first,  second,  and 
third  class)  will  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50 
p.m.,  calling  at  Herne  Hill,  on  May  16,  in  connection 
with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  Night  Steamers.  The 
home  arrangements  are  as  follows :  Cheap  Return 
Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings, 
Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Bamsgate,  Sandwich, 
Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe, 
Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea), 
will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on 
Saturday,  May  17,  available  to  return  on  Tuesday, 
May  20.  Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Whit  Sunday 
and  Whit  Monday  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Gravesend,  Hastings,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay, 
Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe, 
Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday 
a  special  cheap  Day  Excursion  will  be  ruu  to  Alder- 
shot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  6.50  a.m.  and  9.24  a.m. 
On  Whit  Sunday  Cheap  Afternoon  Excursions  will  be 
run  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay,  leaving  Victoria 
and  Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.  and  Charing  Cross  at  2  p.m. 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to  the  Crystal 
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LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


Station:  LLANPYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s<  6cl.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


Ah  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 

Swag  Holel  jeqliory,  Worcesleisfe. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Good  Trout  Fishinc;  during  May  on  loch  Awe^ 
loch  Nam  and  loch  Moon.  To  save  disappoint- 
ment, wire  or  write  early  to  secure  rooms  and 
boats.    Special  Terms  for  \Miit3untide. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL 

ST",  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE 

First  -  class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Inclusive  Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 
loch  Ness.  Opened  11th  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen. 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KJLLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibky,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DVLVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and   Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    TariS  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Stiddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.  Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 

Closed   during:  the  Fence  Season 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 

Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lake,  2  miles  in  circumference, 

Coarse  Fishing:  Closed  during: 
Fence  IMonths. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

J ust  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2t  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

6.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey." 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 

FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  LinTcs,  Mineral  S;prings 
and  Baths, 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligaohan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligichan." 
^   WM.  SHARP,  Proprietor 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel 
  D.  MACDONALD,  Pi-oprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  ard 
uiHer  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats.' 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  M.ss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort  ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
an-angement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHINQ.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting, 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fisliing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request 
T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOOHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rppus), 
SIMONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.   K.  M.  Motle,  ftoprietor. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free.— Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5«.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarteta  of  C.T.C., 
ic. — Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLIMROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Oner  50  loclis. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

  D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Docbart, 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  tuid  romantic  scenery  ; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandarand  Oban  Railway. 
!'ive  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
iver  Dochart,  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUOIlTON,  Proprietor. 


JY  FLT  ON  ABOUT  FIRST  WEK  IN  J  UNE 

ZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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Palace  (High  Level)  on  Whit  Monday.  Eeturn  fare, 
includmg  admission,  Is.  6d.,  third  class.  Full  par- 
ticulars of  the  excursions,  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc.,  are 
given  in  the  Special  Holiday  Programme  and  bills. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH- WESTEEN  RAILWAY. 
,1!^}^^^°^^°^  North-Western  Company  announce 
that  additional  express  trains  will  be  run  and  special 
arrangements  made  in  connection  with  the  company's 
passenger  trains  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  The 
company  also  announce  cheap  excursions  for  the 
holidays  as  follows  :-0n  Saturday,  May  17,  to  Douglas 
(Isle  of  man),  vid  Fleetwood  (from  Euston  only)  for 
3,  7,  and  10  days.  On  Saturday  night.  May  17,  to 
Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley,  Dudley  Port,  Kenil- 
worth,  Leamington,  Northampton,  Walsall,  Warwick 
Wednesbury,  and  Wolverhampton,  returning  May  19 

Bridge,  Liverpool; 
Manchester,  Oldham,  Stalybridge,  Stockport,  and 
Warrington,  for  2,  4,  and  6  days.  On  Monday,  May  19 
(from  Euston  and  Willesden),  to  Biriningham 
Coventry,  Dudley,  Dudley  Port,  Kenil worth,  Leaming- 
ton, Northampton,  Warwick,  Walsall,  Wednesbury 
and  Wolverhampton,  for  1,  2,  4,  or  5  days  On 
Tuesday  midnight.  May  20  (from  Euston  only),  to 
Manchester  for  4  days.  On  Thursday  midnight 
May  22  (from  Euston  only),  to  Manchester  for  2  dlys 
Cheap  week-end  tickets  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
May  16  and  17,  to  various  places  in  England  Wales' 
and  Scotland  will  be  available  for  the  return  journey 
on  the  following  Sunday  (where  train  service  permits) 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday.  Tourist  tickets  are 
issued  daily  to  Scotland,  Ireland,  North,  South  and 
Central  Wales,  Blackpool,  Southport,  Morecambe,  the 
English  Like  District,  Leamington,  Buxton,  Malvern 
Scarborough,  Harrogate,  and  many  other  seaside  and 
inland  watering-places.  For  full  particulars,  see  the 
company's  announcements. 

THAMES  ANGLING  PEESEEVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Pboposed  Bohemian  Smoking  Concert. 

Deab  Sir,— May  I  ask  your  hearty  co-operation  in 
helping  me  to  organise  the  above,  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  of  which  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  restocking 
and  general  fund  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  who  have  for  sixty- 
four  years  preserved  and  stocked  for  all  classes  of 
anglers  the  portion  of  the  Thames  which  they  control 
I  have  been  promised  the  help  of  some  .of  the  most 
popular  artists  from  the  concert  room  and  variety 
stage  and  biograph  ;  so  that  a  really  first-class  enter- 
tainment IS  certain,  providing  I  can  rely  upon  being 
liberally  supported  by  the  clubs.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  the  help  of  the  various  secretaries  in  bringing 
the  subject  under  the  notice  of  theirmembers,  and  letting 
me  have  early  intimation  of  the  probable  number  and 
price  of  the  tickets  they  are  likely  to  require  The 
lollowing  well-known  anglers  have  promised  to  act  as 
committee-men  and  stewards. • —Back,  Walter,  Friendly 
Anglers'  Society;  Ball,  H.,  late  secretary  of  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Association;  Close,  J.  B  Anglers' 
^rumplen  T.  ("Old  Izaak,"  People), 
^  .  w*'i-°xT^°'  ^""^  ^°P«  Angling  Society ;  Grim- 
metfc,  W.  F.,  New  Albion  Piscatorials  ;  Gomm  T  W 
Piscatorial  Society;  Gomm,  W.  J.,  Brentford  Pisca- 
tona  Society;  Matthews,  A.  R.,  Anglers'  News 
bpoi-tsman,  Anglers'  Association  ;  Price,  Arthur  True 
Waltonians;  Sams,  H.,  Friendly  Anglers'  Society; 
Wade  W.  J.,  secretary  of  Central  Association  ;  Wood- 
rutt,  K.  J.,  secretary  of  Anglers'  Association.  Should 
I  be  sutticiently  supported  to  warrant  my  carrying  the 
project  through,  I  shall  approach  our  president  and 
sonie  notable  London  anglers  with  the  view  to  their 
each  occupying  the  chair  during  at  least  some  portion 
of  the  evening.  To  be  held  towards  the  end  of  May 
If  possible  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  •  prices  of 
admission,  6d.,  Is.,  and  2s.— Yours  truly, 
48,  St.  Peter's-road,  Frederick  Berry 

Croydon. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  J.PRIL. 

During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  64  tons 
■  '^'^t   .  Billingsgate  Market,  representing  1  ton 

in  about  283  tons.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during 
April  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  18  147  tons 
of  which  14,172  tons  arrived  by  land  and  3975  tons 
were  delivered  by  water;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total 
delivery  was  117  tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish 
condemned  at  Billingsgate  were:-Bream;  catfish- 
cockles ;  cod  (1  ton  17  cvrts.) ;  cod  roes  (12  cwts.  2  qrs  )  • 
crabs;  dogfish;  eels  (2  tons  14  cwts.);  escallops  J 
gurnets;  haddocks;  periwinkles  (11  tons  17  cwts  )  • 
^/T^/io  '  salmon  ;  shrimps  (5  tons  15  cwts  )  •' 

skate  (13  tons  19  cwt.) ;  smelts  (14  cwts.  1  qr.) ;  whelks 
(5  tons  UO  cwts.);  whitebait  1  ton  7  cwts );  and 
whiting  (12  cwts  2  qrs.).  J.  Wrench  Towss. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
May  10,  1902, 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

H.  E.  R,— You  must  apply  to  the  Secretary,  New 
River  Company,  Clerkenwell,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  get 
permits. 


Xettets  to  the  iBbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

A  HINT  FOR  BIRD-LOVING  ANGLERS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  always  thought  that  every 
angler  should  be  something  of  a  naturalist.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  fly-fisher,  especially  on  the 
south  country  streams,  should  be  able  to  recognise  the 
flies  he  professes  to  imitate,  and  to  have  some  acquaint 
ance  with  their  life  history.  A  little  knowledge  of 
entomology  will  certainly  add  pleasure  to  a  day's 
fishing,  and  the  possessor  of  such  knowledge  will 
probably  enjoy  better  sport  than  the  man  who  knows 
nothing  and  cares  nothing  about  the  insect  life  by 
riverside. 

But  to  anglers  who  possess  some  of  the  instincts  of 
the  naturalist  there  is  another  field  of  observation 
which  may  be  heartily  commended,  especially  in  the 
case  of  those  who  seek  their  sport  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer.  In  out-door  life  there  is  nothing  I 
know  so  fascinating  as  the  study  of  birds,  and  there  is 
no  sport  that  affords  better  scope  for  such  study  than 
angling.  In  May  and  early  June  the  meadows  and 
river  banks  teem  with  interesting  birds ;  there  will  be 
larks,  pipits,  yellow  wagtails,  and  whinchats  in  the 
meadows  ;  moorhens,  dabchicks,  and  kingfishers  on  or 
about  the  river  banks  ;  sedge  warblers,  reed  warblers, 
reed  buntings,  and  possibly  a  pair  of  grasshopper 
warblers  in  the  withy  beds ;  while  the  neighbouring 
hedgerows  and  bushes  will  furnish  numberless  finches, 
whitethroats,  and  yellow-hammers,  with  here  and 
there  a  red-lsacked  shrike,  or  turtle  dove.  All  these 
may  be  met  with  in  a  single  day  in  Hampshire  and 
Wiltshire  without  wandering  far  from  the  river  side. 
If  the  angler's  lines  are  cast  in  wilder  country  he  will, 
perhaps,  have  fewer  species  under  observation,  but 
these  will  include  the  dainty  little  dipper  and  grey 
wagtail,  white  plovers,  redshanks,  curlews,  sandpipers, 
and  oyster  catchers  will  probably  be  at  hand,  practising 
tricks  and  wiles  which  will  tire  the  patience  of  any 
but  the  most  enthusiastic  observer. 

In  my  own  case  my  love  of  birds  dates  from  my 
school  days,  and  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have 
been  able  to  keep  up  and  add  to  my  knowledge  year  by 
year  ever  since;  so  that  now  there  is  scarcely  a  day  in 
spring  and  summer  which  does  not  bring  me  some 
pleasure  in  the  society  of  my  feathered  friends.  But 
there  are  many  whose  opportunities  for  the  enjoyment 
of  country  rambles  do  not  come  till  middle  age,  and 
then  find  themselves  heavily  handicapped  when  they 
take  up  any  branch  of  natural  history.  Among  my 
own  friends  I  have  recently  come  across  some  who  are 
anxious  to  improve  their  slight  acquaintance  with 
bird^  and  their  habits,  who  find  the  study  difficult 
without  guidance,  and  who  have  not  time  to  settle 
their  difficulties  by  reference  to  standard  ornithological 
works.  To  all  such  I  cordially  recommend  a  little 
book,  recently  compiled  by  a  young  friend  of  mine, 
"A  Ready  Aid  to  Distinguish  British  Wild  Birds,"  by 
David  T.  Price,  published  by  Gurney  &  Jackson, 
1,  Paternoster-row.  The  plan  of  the  work  is  at  once 
practical  and  novel.  There  is  no  attempt  at  scientific 
classification,  the  different  species  being  arranged 
according  to  the  seasons  and  localities  in  which  they 
may  be  expected.  The  first  part  of  the  book  consists 
of  a  descriptive  catalogue  in  which  each  bird's  size, 
colour,  habitat,  and  season  are  briefly  noted.  A  refer- 
ence number  attached  to  each  enables  the  reader  to 
find  in  the  second  part  a  more  detailed  description, 
which  is  in  almost  every  instance  wonderfully  clear 
and  accurate,  pointing  out  peculiarities  of  song,  call 
notes,  flight,  and  motion  on  the  ground,  and  furnishing 
here  and  there  a  useful  hint  or  caution  where  con- 
fusion in  the  mind  of  a  novice  is  likely  to  arise. 

During  the  last  ten  years  or  more  I  have  spent  many 
delightful  days  with  Mr.  Price  each  spring,  and  I 
know  him  to  be  a  most  accurate  observer  with  the 
keenest  eye  and  ear  that  I  have  ever  known. 

This  letter  is  already  long  enough,  or  I  should  like 
to  have  quoted  some  of  his  descriptions.  As  I  open 
the  book  at  random  I  note  his  remarks  on  the  whin- 
chat  (p.  43),  stonechat  (p.  44),  and  grey  wagtail  (p.  47), 
and  it  seems  to  me  hardly  possible  to  find  anything 
more  terse,  lucid,  and  accurate.  Within  its  sixty 
pages  the  little  book  is  a  veritable  miiltum  in  parvo, 
which  bears  the  impress  of  personal  knowledge  and 
observation  on  every  page. 

"Waiting  for  the  rise"  is  apt  to  be  tedious  and  a 
trial  to  the  angler's  patience  ;  it  would  be  less  so  if  he 
had  eyes  and  ears  on  the  alert  for  the  signs  of  bird  life 
all  around.  But  before  all  the  sights  and  sounds  to 
be  met  with  in  a  day's  fishing  can  be  recognised  and 
appreciated  much  patient  observation  is  usually  neces- 


sary. Mr.  Price  and  I  have  together  devoted  bo  much 
to  the  ornithology  of  the  Wiltshire  meadows  that  I 
venture  to  think  that  in  this  and  similar  localities  no 
angler  is  likely  to  meet  with  any  species  which  has  not 
been  adequately  described  in  Mr.  Price's  admirable 
little  book.— Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 


FISHING  AT  ROSSTREVOR. 

Dear  Sir,— Probably  your  correspondent  is  not 
aware  that  the  Carlingford  Lough  is  a  salt  water 
lough.  I  daresay  he  may  get  some  fishing  on  it  if  he 
is  a  sea  angler.  There  are  several  small  burns  close 
to  Rosstrevor  that  contain  a  good  quantity  of  trout 
but  they  run  small,  although  they  rise  very  freely  to' 
the  fly.  No  permission  or  ticket  required.  If  Thomas 
Ryding  will  write  ine  in  a  few  days,  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  him  fuller  particulars  as  regards  flies,  etc.,  but 
am  pushed  for  time  now  or  I  would  give  them  here. 
—Yours  truly,  R.  Woolley. 

Burton-street,  Tutbury,  Staffs. 

BE  "SILEX"  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  May  3  we  notice  Mr. 
Francis  Ley's  complimentary  remarks  in  reference  to 
our  steel-centred  cane-built  rods,  for  which  we  are 
much  obliged.  Referring  to  his  remarks  about  our 
"  Silex  "  reel  we  are  rather  surprised  he  should  think 
that  "  we  reduce  the  weight  too  much."  In  anything 
we  manufacture  we,  at  least,  try  to  do  it  on  the  best 
principles,  and  as  we  do  not  believe  in  having  an  atom 
more  weight  than  is  necessary  our  manufactures  may 
look  light  in  comparison,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
are  always  very  strong.  In  comparing  the  "Silex" 
reel,  for  instance,  with  an  ordinary  reel,  one  must 
rernember  that  the  frame  of  the  "  Silex  "  is  cast  quite 
solid,  and  as  there  are  no  joints  and  screws  to  provide 
for  we  can  reduce  the  bars,  etc.,  and  still  have  a 
stronger  reel  while  it  may  look  weaker. 

We  cannot  trace  ever  having  received  one  of  these 
reels  back  complained  of  as  being  too  light,  and  as  we 
have  now  sent  out  some  thousands  they  appear  to  give 
great  satisfaction.  We  have  many  testimonials  of 
their  strength,  particularly  with  heavy  mahseer  in 
India,  where  they  have  a  rapidly  increasing  demand. 

Our  only  fault  with  the  "  Silex,"  as  made  by  us  at 
present,  is  that  we  cannot  produce  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demand. — Yours  truly,         Habdy  Brothers. 

FISHING  ON  THE  DEE  AT  OVERTON  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent's  inquiry 
re  fishing  on  the  Dee  at  Overton  and  district,  I  have 
had  some  recent  experience  on  these  waters.  There 
is  not  much  free  fishing,  and  what  there  is  is  practically 
useless.  The  preserved  portions  are  not  much  better, 
although  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  permission  for  a  day's 
fishing.— Yours  truly,  J.  Edwards. 


GILL  PARASITES  ON  KELTS. 
Dear  Sir, — Does  a  "kelf'when  "well  mended" 
^  t  rid  of  the  parasites  from  its  gills  ;   or  do  they 
remain  until  salt  water  is  reached  ?— Yours  truly, 

R. 

[It  is  pretty  certain  that  any  fresh  water  gill  parasites 
would  stick  to  the  fish  until  killed  by  salt  water,  just 
as  salt  water  parasites  are  killed  by  fresh  water  in 
time.  But  is  it  at  all  usual  for  mended  salmon 
kelts  to  have  gill  parasites  ? — Ed.] 

A  GOOD  WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  for  reply  re  Lj'nton 
fishing.  I  enclose  a  photo  of  a  fine  trout  I  caught  on 
Thursday  last,  it  weighs  exactly  21b.  Soz.,  measured 
18J  in.  long  and  lOJ  in.  girth  ;  it;  was  caught  in  a  strong 
north  wind  on  a  March  Brown,  and  took  ten  minute  s 
to  land,  and  gave  grand  sport,  jumping  right  out  of 
the  water  four  times.  How  is  that  for  west  country 
sprats  ?— Yours  truly,  Waltee  G.  Pebks. 

Glanafon,  Hayle. 


THE  "WINCHESTER"  WALTON. 
Dear  Sib, — In  your  kind  notice  of  "  The  Winchester 
Edition"  of  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler  "  last  week, 
you  say  that  the  portraits  of  Walton  and  Cotton  are 
copied  from  those  you  gave  in  the  "Lea  and  Dove" 
edition. 

Will  you  kindly  allow  us  to  point  out  that  the 
portrait  of  Walton  was  etched  by  Mr.  Strang  direct 
from  the  well  known  picture  in  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  and  that  of  Cotton  from  a  photograph  of  the 
painting  by  Sir  Peter  Lely. 

This  photograph  was  kindly  lent  us  by  Mrs.  Evel3'n 
Holden,  and  is  from  a  negative  taken  when  the  picture 
was  exhibited  in  London. — Yours  truly, 

Feeemantle  &  Co. 
[Much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Freemantle  ct  Co.  for  the 
correction.  The  portraits  are  identical ;  that  of 
Walton  is,  of  course,  well  known,  but  the  very  fine 
one  of  Charles  Cotton  was  first  made  known  in  the 
'  Lea  and  Dove  "  edition  of  Walton. — Ed.] 
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THE  GLOMMEN  AND  EENA. 
Dear  Sir, — Let  me  sound  a  note  of  warning  to  any 
who  may  be  tempted  by  records  of  what  the  river 
Rena  may  have  been  twenty  years  ago.  Twice  in  the 
last  four  years  have  friends  of  mine — no  duffers  either 
• — had  the  most  disappointing  sport  on  this  river.  The 
best  stretch  has  for  some  years  been  taken  up  and  held 
by  a  small  group  of  Englishmen  who  are  not  at  all 
free  in  giving  leave,  and  unless  the  angler  should  have 
the  luck  to  hit  the  very  brief  season  during  which  the 
trout  will  take  the  fly  and  have  sufficient  but  not 
excessive  water,  he  might  just  as  well  stay  in  this 
country  for  all  the  satisfaction  he  will  get  out  of  his 
angling.  There  is  now,  I  believe,  no  steamboat  on  the 
Stersjoen,  so  that  the  route  by  Koppang  and  Akre  is 
out  of  the  question.  There  is  no  road  alongside  the 
Stersjoen  to  Losset,  and  the  only  practicable  routes  are 
from  Rena  station  or  Stenvegen.  Two  Norsk  miles 
means  a  good  many  English  miles.  The  supply  of 
mosquitoes  is  adequate  for  all  requirements,  and  the 
big  greenheaded,  khaki-coloured  cleg  lies  in  wait  for 
the  unwary  stranger,  to  take  him  at  a  disadvantage 
and  carry  away  cutlets.  The  Glommenis  a  very  hand- 
some river  flowing  at  a  good  but  not  violent  pace  over 
a  stony  bottom,  but  one  may  watch  it  (as  I  have  done 
from  the  train)  for  miles  without  seeing  a  trout  rise  in 
it,  and  no  salmon  can  get  up  the  falls. — Yours  truly. 

Stroke. 


THE  SALMON  FISHERY  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  kindly  inform  us  through  the  medium 
of  your  columns  what  was  the  cost  to  the  public  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  salmon  fishery  question 
which  sat  in  Ireland  last  year,  and  also  the  cost  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  same  subject  which  is  now 
carrying  on  its  inquiries  iin  England, in  such  a  prepos- 
terously lengthy  fashion  as  if  it  was  to  never  end. 
These  Royal  Commissions  were  got  up  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  decline  of  salmon 
in  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  these  islands.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  believe  that  the  Government  could  have  been 
so  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  this  yearly  increasing 
decline  of  salmon  as  to  have  been  compelled  to  have 
recourse  to  a  Royal  Commission  on  the  subject.  Any 
child  in  the  vicinity  of  these  fishing  districts  cau  tell 
the  jcause  of  the  decline  of  salmon. 

In  England  the  salmon  has  been  driven  from  the 
rivers  owing  to  their  filthy  condition  caused  by 
factories,  etc.,  commonly  termed  "  river  pollution." 
This  applies  very  little,  if  at  all,  to  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  rivers,  in  which  countries  the  great  decrease 
of  salmon  is  due  to  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  fish, 
morning,  noon,  and  night  throughout  the  season,  by 
the  nets  and  weirs.  When  I  look  back  on  the  last 
fifty  years  and  call  to  mind  the  dreadful  scenes  of 
slaughter  of  salmon  by  the  nets  and  weirs  which  I 
have  witnessed  annually  at  Galway,  in  the  west  of 
Ireland ;  in  the  river  Moy  at  Ballina  ;  in  the  river 
Laune  at  KiUarney ;  at  Waterville,  in  Kerry,  etc.,  I 
am  often  surprised  that  the  salmon  is  not  extinct. 
Almost  all  the  witnesses  examined  last  year  before  the 
Royal  Commission  in  Ireland  stated  that  the  decrease 
of  salmon  was  the  result  of  over-netting  and  the  weirs, 
but  the  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Commission  seemed  to  evade  this  question  of  over- 
netting  made  many  believe  that  they  were  interested 
in  these  net  fisheries.  Whether  they  were  or  not  it 
was  quite  unnecessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  Royal 
Commission  in  order  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the 
decrease  of  salmon  in  the  Irish  and  Scotch  rivers  and 
lakes. 

Surely,  if  the  Government  needed  information  on 
this  subject,  the  inspectors  of  fisheries  could  have 
supplied  it.  Ask  the  gentlemen  anglers  who  frequent 
these  rivers  and  lakes  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  salmon  ;  ask  anyone  in  the  neighbourhood 
oE  these  fishing  localities  other  than  the  proprietors 
and  others  interested  in  the  weirs  and  nets,  and  you 
will  be  told  that  the  decrease  of  salmon  is  due  to  the 
wholesale  slaughter  of  fish  for  years  and  years  back 
by  the  nets  and  weirs.  This  wholesale  destruction 
goes  on  incessantly  for  five  days  in  each  week  during 
the  season,  there  being  only  two  days,  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  each  week  when  the  salmon  can  get  up  the 
rivers  unmolested.  These  two  days  are  not  enough  to 
allow  of  sufficient  fish  to  pass  up  to  replace  by  breeding 
the  enormous  quantities  of  fish  destroyed  by  the  weirs 
and  nets.  It  should  be  made  illegal  for  the  weirs  and 
nets  to  work  for  more  than  three  days  a  week  for  a 
number  of  years  to  come,  till,  in  fact,  the  salmon  has 
again  become  plentiful,  and  at  no  time,  whether  the 
fish  are  plentiful  or  not,  should  the  weirs  and  nets  be 
allowed  to  work  their  destruction  for  more  than  three 
and  a  half  days  a  week.  Again,  the  season  for  the 
nets  and  weirs  is  by  far  too  long.  Some  years  ago  the 
netting  and  weir  season  ended  on  May  31  in  each  year. 
When  that  was  so  the  grilse,  or  virgin  fish,  which  run 
up  the  rivers  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August,  were  able  to  get  up  freely  for  breeding 
purposes.  Now,  however,  the  netting  season  extends 
up  to  September,  so  that  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August  the  grilse,  or  young  fish,  are 


slaughtered  wholesale  by  the  ton  before  they  have 
even  once  had  an  opportunity  of  propagating  their 
species.  Unless,  then,  the  salmon  is  to  become  extinct 
the  sooner  the  netting  and  weir  season  ends  once  more 
on  May  31  the  better.  This  would  give  the  weirs  and 
nets  five  months  in  each  year,  and  in  all  conscience 
that  is  long  enough. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  rod  fishing  for  salmon  is  a 
thing  of  the  past,  anything  worthy  the  name  of  rod 
fishing.  All  last  season  I  only  got  three  salmon  in 
places  where,  some  years  ago,  I  have  often  got  as  many 
in  the  day,  and  on  asking  the  men  about  the  place 
why  the  fishing  was  so  bad  there  was  always  the  same 
reply :  "  No  use  fishing,  sir,  the  weirs  and  nets  kill 
them  all."  In  the  face  of  all  this  it  is  monstrous  that 
the  public  should  be  called  on  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
these  Royal  Commissions,  which  were  quite  uncalled 
for,  and  the  way  in  which  the  time  has  been  "  spun 
out,"  as  if  to  kill  as  much  time  as  possible,  is  simplj' 
scandalous.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  the 
members  of  these  Royal  Commissions  are  paid  by  the 
day  or  by  the  job — the  former  I  should  think.  Are 
we  to  have  yet  another  Royal  Commission  on  this 
same  question  in  Scotland  also  ?  No,  sir,  it  is  not 
Royal  Commissions  which  were  needed ;  what  is 
needed,  and  that  quickly,  is  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  season  for  weirs  and  nets  shou^ld  end 
May  31  each  year,  and  their  work  should  be  limited 
to  three  days  a  week. 

In  America  the  weirs  and  nets  have  been  abolished 
by  law,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  proprietors  of 
nets  in  this  country  have  for  years  dreaded  the  inter- 
ference of  Parliament,  so  much  so  when  possible 
they  prevent  the  numloers  of  fish  killed  by  the  weirs 
and  nets  being  made  public,  and  the  men  in  their 
employment  are  bound  to  secrecy  under  pain  of  dis- 
missal. It  has  often  afforded  me  very  great  amusement 
t3  hear  some  of  these  net  proprietors  hold  forth  on  the 
decline  of  salmon,  and  their  anxiety  to  put  it  down  to 
the  poacher,  as  if  we,  who  know  all  the  facts  of  the 
case,  are  not  perfectly  well  aware  that  the  weirs  and 
nets  destroy  more  salmon  in  one  day  than  all  the 
poachers  in  the  kingdom  could  do  in  fifty  years. — 
Yours  truly,  Salmo  Salah, 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — On  reading  the  letter  by  "  Grouse  and 
Green  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  3,  it  at  once 
struck  me  that  his  case  is  precisely  similar  to  my  own, 
and  I  wonder  how  many  anglers  who  read  the  letter 
in  question  will  say  the  same  thing. 

Like  "Grouse  and  Green"  I  have  tried  several 
angling  centres,  and  like  him  I  have  been  disappointed. 

At  the  place  I  last  visited  the  loch  fishing  was  fairly 
good,  the  stream  fishing  almost  nil ;  the  lochs,  how- 
ever, were  a  rather  long  drive  from  the  hotel.  Of  course 
this  added  to  the  expenses  and  took  up  valuable  time, 
but  the  worst  of  it  was,  as  there  were  late  dinners,  the 
anglers  had  to  give  up  fishing  at  five  or  half-past  in 
order  to  get  back  to  table  d'hdte  dinner,  otherwise,  I 
suppose,  go  without. 

I  submit  this  is  not  what  an  over-worked  professional 
or  business  man  wants.  Such  a  man  does  not  want 
to  be  bothered  with  table  d'hutc  dinners — he  wants  to 
fish  and  to  rest  and  to  be  able  to  get  a  simple  meal  at 
such  a  time  as  suits  his  convenience. 

Surely  there  are  places  in  Scotland  where  good 
fishing  can  be  had  together  with  home  comforts  and 
without  the  routine  of  hotel  life  and  with  loch  and 
stream  and  burn  fishing  near  at  hand.  How  to  find 
the  places  appears  to  be  the  difficulty  ;  it  may  be  that 
anglers  who  have  found  such  spots  are  not  eager  to 
tell  the  angling  public. 

For  my  part  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  pay  for  the 
information  if  some  one  better  informed  and  more 
fortunate  than  myself  would  tell  me  where  such  a 
place  as  I  have  described  is  to  be  found. — Yours  truly, 
■   M.  D. 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  where  I  can  obtain  coarse  fishing  (either  free  or  by 
payment)  in  this  county  (Bournemouth)? — Yours  truly, 

Bournemouth.  C.  G.  0. 


FISHING  NEAR  BATH. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  going  to  Bath  will  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
good  fishing  to  be  got  there  within,  say,  ten  miles  ? 
Is  the  Avon  any  good  ?  What  fish,  and  is  any  trout 
fishing  to  be  obtained  ?  Any  information  would  be 
gratefully  received. — Yours  truly,  Alvoy. 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  are  the  best, 
cheapest,  and  most  popular  remedies  at  all  seasons,  and  under 
all  circumstances  they  may  be  used  with  safety,  and  with  the 
certainty  oi  doing  good.  Eruptions,  rashes,  and  all  descriptions 
of  skin  diseases,  sores,  ulcerations,  and  burns  are  quickly 
benefited,  and  ultimately  cured  by  these  healing,  soothing,  and 
purifying  medicaments.  The  Ointment  rubbed  upon  the 
abdomen  checks  all  tendency  to  irritation  in  the  bowels,  and 
averts  diarrhoea  and  other  disorders  of  the  intestines  frequently 
prevailing  through  the  summer  and  fruit  seasons.  Heat  bumps, 
blotches,  pimples,  inflammations  of  the  skin,  muscular  pains, 
neuralgic  affections,  and  enlarged  glands  can  be  effectively 
overcome  by  using  HoUoway's  remedies  according  to  the 
instructions  accompanying  every  packet. 


THE  BLACK  FOREST  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sib, — You  ask  for  notice  of  the  appearance  of 
the  May  Fly.  The  Black  Forest  May  Fly  has  been 
well  on  for  ten  days  or  so,  and  it  makes  its  appearance 
in  quantities  regularly  every  day  in  spite  of  snowland 
cold  weather.  I  enclose  a  specimen  which  it  may 
interest  you  to  see.  We  do  not  usually  fish  with  the 
dry  fly  at  this  time  of  year — the  larger  trout  seem  to 
take  it  best  when  sunk.  The  season  has  opened  well, 
the  fish  at  Bad  Boll  being  in  splendid  condition,  and 
in  this  rapid  stream  (the  Wutach)  give  grand  sport. 
Excellent  bags  have  been  made  the  last  week  ;  the  best 
bag — in  quality,  not  quantity — was  made  on  May  7, 
when  one  rod  took  twenty-four  trout  on  the  Stalleg 
beat,  the  best  twelve  weighing  181b.  This  must  be 
almost  a  record  for  the  river.  I  hope  that  English 
rivers  may  be  blessed  with  as  good  a  rise  as  we  have 
been  getting  here,  and  that  we  may  not  lag  behind 
Germany  in  this  important  particular. — Yours  truly. 

Bad  Boll,  Bonndorf,  Black  Forest,       S.  E.  V.  F. 
May  10. 

[Very  much  obliged  to  S.  E.  V.  F.  for  this  interesting 
note,  but  the  fly  he  sent  is  the  March  Brown  and  not 
the  May  Ply ;  perhaps  its  coming  on  so  thickly 
accounts  for  the  May  Fly  itself  being  but  badly  taken  by 
the  fish— at  least,  I  think  Colonel  Murray  told  me  that 
was  the  case,  and  also  the  late  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart. 
This  cold  May  seems  to  be  general.  I  fished  on 
Windermere  last  week  in  bitterly  cold  north  wind, 
with  sleet  and  snow  showers. — Ed.] 


MR.  JARDINE'S  BIG  FISH  LIST. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette 
of  April  26  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  purporting  to 
give  a  list  of  the  largest  fish  captured  during  the  last 
year.  I  observe  that  he  entirely  ignores  the  record  pike 
of  the  year — a  splendid  fish  of  34Jlb.  caught  by  Colonel 
Allix  in  Lough  Mask  last  August.  As  this  fish  was 
fully  recorded  in  the  Fisldng  Gazette  and  the  Field, 
and  the  weight  authenticated,  I  with  many  others  am 
surprised  at  the  omission. — Yours  truly, 

"  Veritas." 


FISHING  ON  THE  TEIFI. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  re 
fishing  on  the  Teifi,  I  can  highly  recommend  the 
Forth  Hotel — Mr.  Smith— at  Llandyssil.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  places  I  have  |  stayed  at,  and 
very  reasonable.  He  has  more  than  four  miles  of 
fishing.  The  best  time  for  salmon  is  September  and 
October.  Both  fly  and  other  lures  are  used — the  local 
fishermen  fish  a  pool  first  with  a  fly  and  then  with  a 
bunch  of  lob  worms.  Trout  fishing  pretty  good — some 
pounders  and  heavier  to  be  got.  Ordinary  Welsh  flies 
and  spinners  of  various  kinds.  I  caught  a  good  few 
on  a  spoon  bait.  A  pretty  river  to  fish.  Wading 
facilitates  sport. — Yours  truly,       Ernest  Shand. 


FUNGUS  ON  PISH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  pond  between  two  and  three 
square  poles  in  area,  and  greatest  depth  4ft.  to  5ft.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  last  winter  I  had  it  emptied  for 
the  purpose  of  mudding.  There  were  a  few  small 
roach  and  carp  in,  which  I  took  out  and  put  in  tubs, 
in  which  they  were  kept  for  about  a  fortnight,  during 
which  the  pond  was  being  mudded.  These  developed 
fungus,  and  those  that  had  it  I  kept  in  the  tubs,  but 
the  others  I  put  back  into  the  pond  as  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  caught  the  disease.  About  a  fortnight 
after  this  I  bought  fifty  rainbow  trout  (yearlings)  for 
the  pond ;  and  after  these  had  been  in  some  time  I 
found  about  half-a-dozen  of  the  roach  (which  must 
have  been  infected  when  in  the  tubs)  dead,  covered 
with  fungoid  growth.  Four  of  the  trout  have  since 
died ;  the  three  first  had  no  visible  signs  of  any  out- 
ward growth  on  them,  but  the  one  I  picked  out  dead 
to-day  was  simply  covered  with  the  disease,  so  that  I 
could  hardly  discern  what  kind  of  fish  it  was  until  I 
had  pulled  off  some  of  the  fungus.  Could  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  tell  me  of  any  way  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  this  troublesome  disease  without  going  to 
the  trouble  of  getting  the  trout  out  of  the  pond  ?— 
Yours  truly,  N.  F.  Tunbridgb. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  LONDON, 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  some  of  the  many  readers 
of  your  paper  inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  some 
decent  trout  fishing  not  far  from  London,  preferably 
on  the  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Railway  (on  the  river  Wandle  for 
instance). 

I  do  not  object  to  paying  for  subscription  water  or 
club.  The  "  Thorney  Weir  Fishery  "  has  been  recom- 
mended to  me,  but  unfortunately  the  difficulty  of 
getting  across  London  and  meeting  trains  at  night 
makes  that  district  almost  impossible  in  my  case. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation  of  your  kind  assistance. 
— Yours  truly,  Arthur  J.  Hunt. 

[Any  part  of  the  Wandle  which  is  worth  fishing  is 
in  private  hands.  There  is  some  trout  fishing  to  be 
had  by  payment  at  Farningham,  belonging  to  the 
Lion  Hotel.— Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  una/coidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  lAtt  of  Contents,  tee  page  357.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  eyery  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  New  sagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Piovinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  JilARSTON,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription- 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland      10».  6<J. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5«.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6<J. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Colimin  or  Quarter  Page   ...     2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page      15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdveHisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'cUxk  on 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  New  Scottish  S.^lmon  Fisheries'  Eeport. 

The  second  part  of  the  twentieth  annual  report 
of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  that  for  the 
year  1901,  has  just  been  published  and  is  much 
more  interesting  than  many  of  its  predecessors,  the 
most  important  document  in  it  being  "  A  contribu- 
tion to  the  life  history  of  the  salmon,  as  observed 
by  means  of  marking  adult  fish,"  by  Mr.  W.  L. 
Calder  wood,  F  .E.  S .  E .,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries 
for  Scotland.  In  this  work  of  marking  salmon  in 
order  that  they  may  be  made  to  tell  us  something 
of  their  mysterious  life  history,  Mr.  Calderwood  is 
carrying  on  the  systematic  experiments  commenced 
in  1896  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Archer,  and  on 
p.  72  of  the  present  report  illustrations,  with  slight 
modifications,  are  given  of  the  mark  used  very 
successfully  by  Mr.  Archer  in  his  experiments  on 
the  Sands  Eiver,  Norway,  and  also  afterwards  on 
the  Scottish  rivers. 


Mr.  Archer's  Method  of  Marking  Salmon, 
The  mark  used  in  Scotland,  and  now  also  in 
Ireland,  is  only  a  slight  modification  of  the  Sands 
Eiver  mark.  It  is  of  silver,  and  is  composed  of 
two  pieces  soldered  together ;  a  small  plate,  upon 
which  is  stamped  a  distinguishing  number,  with  a 
letter ;  and  a  wire  which  is,  at  its  middle,  fastened 
to  the  unstamped  side  of  the  plate,  the  ends  being 
bent  round  so  as  to  project  at  right  angles  to  the 
plate.  The  following  figures  represent  the  mark, 
actual  size : — 


To  afiix  the  mark,  holes  are  pierced  through  the 
fleshy  base  of  the  dorsal  fin  (the  large  fin  of  the 
back) :  the  wires  are  thrust  through,  crossed,  and 


twisted  up  on  the  other  side.  The  projecting  end 
formed  by  the  two  twisted  wires  is  then  laid  in  to 
the  base  of  the  fin  in  the  direction  of  the  tail  of 
the  fish. 


Salmon  do  not  Always  Eetuen  to  their 
Native  Eivees. 
Although  these  experiments  prove  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  salmon  return  to  their  native 
rivers,  they  also  prove  what  was  previously  known 
— namely,  that  salmon  at  times  wander  hundreds 
of  miles  from  their  native  rivers  to  spawn  in  strange 
waters. 

At  the  moment  of  writing  a  circumstantial 
report  is  going  the  round  of  the  papers  to  the  effect 
that  a  grilse  of  some  4|lb.  has  been  captured  by  an 
angler  at  Molesey  Weir.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
competent  authorities  will  see  the  fish  and  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  a  true  grilse,  but  before  this  number 
of  the  Fisliing  Gazette  goes  to  press  I  hope  to 
have  more  information  about  this — if  it  is  a  grilse — 
intensely  interesting  fish. 


salmon  rivers.  1 5y  means  of  charts  of  daily  means 
taken  in  the  Laxford,  Helmsdale,  Brora,  and  Shin 
it  is  pointed  out  that  no  marked  contrast  can  be 
shown  between  the  late  river  on  the  west  coast — 
the  La.xford— and  the  early  rivers  of  the  east  of 
Sutherland. 


Further  Investigation  of  Digestive  Tract 
OF  Salmon. 

With  a  view  to  settle  finally,  if  possible,  tlio 
mucli -debated  question  as  to  the  non-feeding  of 
salmon  in  fresh  water  and  the  condition  of  the 
digestive  tract,  a  paper  is  contributed  by  Dr.  J. 
Kingston  Barton,  M.E.C.P.  Lond.  In  this  paper- 
Appendix  III. — it  is  shown  that  during  the  period 
of  non-feeding,  when  the  salmon  is  in  fresh  water, 
the  lining  of  the  stomach  and  intestine  is  perfectly 
normal ;  that  salmon  kelts  in  tidal  water  have  in 
their  intestines  some  evidence  of  moderate  feeding  ; 
and  that  the  digestive  tract  is  in  no  way  affected 
by  salmon  disease. 


Eapid  Increase  in  Weight  op  Salmon. 

As  Mr.  Calderwood  points  out,  a  glance  at  his 
tables  is  sufficient  to  show  that  there  is  consider- 
able variation  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  salmon ;  this 
again  only  confirms  the  result  of  previous  experi- 
ments. For  instance,  a  hen  fish  weighing  51b. 
when  marked  with  mark  No.  5644  when  recaptured 
241  days  later  weighed  S^lb.,  an  increase  of  3^1b. 
in  about  8  months.  Another  hen  fish  (No.  7683), 
which  only  weighed  31b.  when  marked,  was  8pb.  in 
weight  when  captured  109  days  later,  an  increase 
of  5^1b.,  so  this  fish  must  have  almost  doubled  its 
weight  in  the  short  space  of  less  than  4  months. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  early  records 
of  the  results  of  marking  salmon  are  almost,  if  not 
quite,  worthless,  and  remind  one  of  the  story  of 
the  Eussian  police  official  who  had  received  from 
headquarters  five  photographs  of  the  same  criminal 
to  aid  him  in  identification,  and  who  soon  afterwards 
reported  that  he  had  captured  four  of  them  and 
was  on  the  track  of  the  fifth.  No  doubt  in  some 
cases  the  fishermen  have  transferred  a  mark  found 
on  one  fish  to  another  for  reasons  of  their  own,  but 
this  is  not  likely  to  occur  in  view  of  the  precautions 
taken  by  Mr.  Calderwood. 

Unquestionably  the  variation,  often  very  great 
indeed,  of  the  rate  of  increase  of  weight  in  salmon 
is  due  to  the  same  cause  which  affects  all  life — 
namely,  health  of  the  individual  and  nature  and 
amount  of  food  available.  Other  causes,  such  as 
the  length  of  time  the  fish  have  to  remain  in  fresh 
water,  the  distance  they  have  to  travel  to  get  to 
the  spawning  beds,  the  time  they  may  be  detained 
by  dry  seasons,  etc.,  must  all  be  considered  when 
relative  increase  of  weight  is  in  question. 

Salmon  do  not  Gain  Weight  in  Fresh  Water. 

But  if  salmon  add  many  pounds  to  their  weight 
in  the  sea  as  we  have  seen,  it  is  certain  they  do  not 
do  so  in  fresh  water.  On  pages  91  and  92  of  this 
report  statistics  are  given  respecting  some  sixty 
salmon,  "spring  fish,"  which  were  weighed  when 
caught  and  again  before  they  left  the  river,  at 
intervals  of  from  about  40  to  140  days,  and  the 
result  shows  a  loss  of  from  |lb.  to  21b.  in  all  except 
two  cases,  where  Jib.  increase  is  recorded ;  but  Mr. 
Calderwood  seems  doubtful  about  the  correctness 
of  one  of  these  records.  I  confess  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  loss  of  weight  would  have  been 
much  more  marked. 

Decrease  of  Weights  of  Kelts. 
If  there  was  much  truth  in  the  idea  that  kelts 
feed  ravenously  on  samlets  and  trout  one  would 
expect  to  find  some  increase  in  their  weight,  but  a 
reference  to  the  table  on  page  94  shows  aknost  con- 
clusively that  the  loss  of  weight  is  much  more 
marked  and  rapid  after  spawning  than 
before  ;  in  one  or  two  cases  a  marked 
increase  of  weight  is  recorded,  but 
there  is  something  decidedly  fishy, 
j^(^SSjO~\        instance,  about  the  Tay  kelt,  No. 
r^-=--4L^   5816,   marked  Jan.  23,   1901,  as  a 
#    mending  kelt  of  111b.,  and  on  March  2 
as    a    well    mended   kelt   of  141b. 
estimated. 


'  Temperature  of  "  Early  "  and 

"  Late  "  Salmon  Eivers." 
This  report  contains  also  a  paper  by  Mr.  Calder- 
wood on  the  relative  temperature  of  late  and  early 


There  are  many  other  interesting  matters  in  this 
report  to  which  1  hope  to  refer  later  on ;  it  is  dis- 
quieting to  find  that  whereas  in  1835  42,330  boxes 
of  Scottish  salmon  were  sent  to  Billingsgate,  the 
number  has  dwindled  down  to  less  than  half  that 
number  of  recent  years;  this  may  be  accoimted 
for,  perhaps,  to  some  extent  by  the  fact  that 
other  towns  in  England  take  larger  supplies  of 
Scotch  salmon  than  was  formerly  the  case.  The 
Tay  rental  for  salmon  fisheries  was  £22,558  123. 
last  year — the  highest  yet — and  due  of  course  to  the 
greatly  increased  rents  for  rod  fishings. 


The  Eeported  Capture  of  a  Grilse   in  the 
Thames  at  Molesey  Weir. 

_  I  very  much  regret  to  say  that  the  report  pub- 
lished in  nearly  all  the  London  daily  papers  during 
the  recent  holidays  as  to  the  capture  of  a  grilse  at 
Molesey  Weir  turns  out  to  be  a  hoax ;  the  fish  was 
a  common  trout,  and  nothing  out  of  the  common. 

It  is  a  pity  that  these  false  reports  should  be 
published,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  editors  of  our 
daily  papers  will  require  some  good  authority 
before  again  giving  credit  to  these  captures  of 
salmon,  otherwise  when  the  real  thing  does  turn 
up  nobody  will  believe  in  it. 

People  who  saw  the  leading  article  in  the  Dxiibj 
Graphic  and  notices  in  the  Press  wrote  to  me  to 
call  my  attention  to  the  fact,  and  to  rub  in  that  I 
had  proved  to  be  all  wrong  as  regards  my  ideas  on 
the  subject.  All  I  can  say  is  that  nobody — not 
even  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  President  of  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association — would  be  more  delighted  than 
I  should  be  to  find  that  a  genuine  grilse  had  been 
caught  in  the  Thames  above  London ;  it  would 
sh  ow  that  the  river  was  in  a  better  condition  than 
it  has  been  for  half  a  century  or  more.  The  river 
is  much  cleaner  than  it  was  before  the  sludge 
was  screened  out,  but  as  the  chemical  analysis 
proves  it  is  just  as  poisonous — twenty  years  ago  it 
was  like  arsenic  in  sludge — now  it  is  like  arsenic  in 
fairly  clean  water,  but  the  one  is  just  as  deadly  as 
the  other.  I  only  go  on  the  reports  of  the  chemists 
who  have  specially  examined  the  water. 


Marking  Salmon  on  the  Tay. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours,  with  cutting, 
several  clean  fish  have  been  caught  on  the  Tay  that 
were  marked  as  kelts  last  year ;  the  weights  of  the 
fish  are  more  than  your  cutting  gives. 

"  One  was  marked  on  Feb.  11,  1901,  at  Clorch- 
foldach,  Grandtully,  weight  81b.,  kelt  female; 
retaken  March  5,  1902,  on  Pye  Eoad  below  Perth, 
191b.  lOoz.,  mark  58.52.  Another,  5862,  121b.  kelt 
female,  Jan.  19,  1901,  Kinnaid  above  Dunkeld ; 
retaken  May  5,  1902,  at  Lunie  below  Perth,  clean, 
271b.  7oz.  These  are  from  Mr.  Calderwood's 
register ;  he  has  got  plenty  more  which  are  to  be 
published  shortly.  I  saw  the  271b.  fish,  it  was  a 
beauty.  We  have  marked  hundreds  of  kelts  this 
spring.  I  have  no  doubt  we  sliall  get  a  greater 
number  of  marked  fish,  and  the  information  will  be 
most  instructive  and  useful. — Yours  faithfully, 

'•  P.  D.  M.\lloch." 


JIay  Fly  ui>  on  the  Windrush. 
I  hear  from  ]\Ir.  James  Ogden  that  the  May  Fly 
is  up  well  on  the  Windrush  near  Bourton-le-VVater, 
where  it  appears  earlier  tlian  in  other  parts  of  the 
stream. 
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Mr.  James  Ogden's  May  Flies. 
Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  has  a  reputation  second  to  none  for 
the  beauty  and  variety  of  his  artificial  May  Flies, 
some  are  prime  favourites  on  one  river  and  others 
on  another,  but  their  range  is  as  wide  as  that  of  the 
natural  fly  itself.  Mr.  Ogden  assures  me  that  the 
greatest  care  is  taken  to  test  all  flies,  to  see  that 
the  metal  of  the  hook,  etc.,  is  all  right ;  being  an 
angler  himself,  and  few  make  better  baskets  in  the 
May  Fly  season,  he  knows  what  anglers  \vant,  and 
also  after  many  years'  experience  I  cannot  remember 
any  loss  of  fish  through  any  defect  in  his  flies  or 
tackle,  but  I  can  remember  many  and  many  a  good 
basket  which  they  have  helped  me  to  make.  Mr. 
James  Ogden's  "  Gem  "  pattern  and  the  "  Marquis  " 
are  too  well  known  now  to  need  special  mention. 

Mr.  James  Ogden's  New  "Invicta"  Fly 
Not  a  May  Fly. 

Mr.  Ogden  also  sends  me  an  entirely  new  fly, 
which  he  invented  and  tested  last  season,  and  I  am 
not  surprised  to  hear  with  the  best  results  ;  it  is  a 
large  pattern  though  not  a  May  Flij,  and  I  should 
put  it  on  with  the  greatest  confidence  when  the 
trout  are  taking  the  natural  stone  fly,  also  oiled 
and  fished  dry  when  the  May  Fly  is  on,  and  also 
on  blustery  days  and  evenings  when  the  sedges  are 
fluttering  about  and  creeping  up  one's  waders.  The 
"  Invicta  "  would  also  do  first  rate  for  chub,  sea 
trout,  and  lake  trout.  The  samples  Mr.  Ogden 
sends  me  are  on  capital  eyed  hooks,  the  hooks 
measuring  |  and  ^  of  an  inch  respectively,  the 
wings  of  the  flies  being  a  good  bit  longer.  I  have 
never  seen  this  pattern  before,  although  one  is 
reminded  of  such  standard  favourites  as  the  March 
Brown,  Alder,  and  Stone  Fly,  and  yet  it  is  difierent 
from  all  of  them.  I  like  it  immensely,  and  shall 
expect  to  hear  of  good  sport  being  had  with  it. 
For  a  rough  day  on  lake  or  stream  it  is  the  very 
thing. 


The  Water  Famine  Question. 

"  Dear  Marston, — I  am  sending  you  the  May 
number  of  the  '  Geographical  Society's  Journal,' 
which  has  a  very  interesting  article  on  Artesian 
water  supply  in  Australia. 

"  You  might  send  it  on  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  whose 
article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  3,  on  the 
'  Dwindling  of  our  Elvers,'  I  have  just  been 
reading. 

"  There  is'no  chance  for  us  in  England  on  those 
lines.  The  geological  conditions  are  so  utterly 
difi'erent,  as  we  have  no  large  areas  of  underground 
water  supply  that  have  not  already  been  tapped. 

"  The  London  basin  water  level  is  being  gradually 
lowered  year  by  year,  notably  by  the  pumping 
stations  of  the  New  Kiver  Company  in  Hertford- 
shire, where,  the  year  before  last,  an  adjacent 
pumping  station  actually  drained  Chadwell  spring, 
the  original  source  of  the  New  Eiver  itself.  The 
old  river  Lea  above  St.  Margaret's  is  now  little 
better  than  a  succession  of  stagnant  pools,  and  I 
am  informed  that  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Stort, 
Eib,  Beane,  Mimram,  etc.,  the  feeders  of  the  dear 
old  Lea,  are  actually  dry.  At  Buntingford  they  are 
now  getting  water  on  by  rail.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
even  a  cycle  of  wet  ;seasons  would  (result  in  per- 
manent benefit  to  the  water  supply  of  the  London 
basin,  as  the  drain  upon  it  is  so  incessant. 

"  I  hope  to  have  a  day  or  two  at  Ware  next 
week  and  try  for  one  of  our  big  trout,  and  I  shall 
keep  a  look  out  for  your  '  early  bird '  May  Fly. — 
Yours  truly,  "J.  T.  Primrose  Pechey." 

In  a  subsequent  note  Mr.  Pechey  says  that  he 
went  to  Ware  last  week  and  found  not  a  fish  on 
the  feed,  and  the  north  wind  on  the  Tuesday  evening 
nearly  took  his  skin  off.  I  wonder  what  Walton's 
milkmaid  would  have  thought  of  such  May 
weather. 


Live  "  Caddis  Grub." 
"  The  best  early  bait  for  all  kinds  of  fish.  Haif- 
a-pint post  free  for  Is.  2d.  from  Mr.  Theaker,  2, 
Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham."  Being  curious  to 
know  just  what  this  bait  was  I  asked  Mr.  Theaker 
to  send  me  some,  and  by  return  of  post  I  received 
half-a-pint  of  living  caddis,  most  of  them  the  larvse 
of  one  of  the  large  sedge  flies,  in  their  cylindrical 
cases  with  a  quaint  assortment  of  small  flat  and 
round  stones  stuck  all  round  them.  They  were  in 
a  bag  in  a  cardboard  box,  and  came  to  hand  all 
right.  Mr.  Theaker  says  that  by  simply  dipping  the 
bag  in  water  once  a  day  they  will  live  for  a  week  or 


longer.  I  turned  them  into  a  glass  bowl,  and  made 
a  few  experiments  in  feeding  them,  and  they  appear 
to  be  vegetarians,  for,  although  no  notice  was  taken 
of  a  bit  of  raw  beef,  no  sooner  did  one  of  the  restless 
little  beggars  come  across  a  bit  of  soaked  bread-crust 
or  potato  than  he  stopped  and  glued  himself  to  it. 
Sometimes  half-a-dozen  would  be  eating  at  the 
same  piece,  holding  on  with  their  claw-like  legs. 
The  grubs  were  a  rich  yellow  colour  all  over  the 
body  (when  out  of  the  case  of  course)  except  near 
the  head  where  the  colour  was  greenish,  head  and 
feet  black.  I  put  them  into  a  small  pond  of 
running  water,  and  hope  to  see  a  sedge  fly  or  two 
later  on.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  caddis  grub 
is  an  excellent  bait,  and  it  could  probably  be  easily 
introduced  into  waters  not  containing  it  by  putting 
a  few  thousands'  into  some  small  feeder  or  ditch 
running  into  a  stream.  I  would  suggest  to  Mr. 
Theaker  that  care  should  be  exercised  to  see  that 
the  waters  he  collects  them  from  are  not  hunted 
over  too  often  or  too  many  taken  from  one  place. 
It  is  well  never  to  denude  a  river  of  such  valuable 
natural  food.  E.  B.  Marston. 


"WHY  AND  WHEN  SALMON  EISE." 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  10  "  Glanrhos  " 
invites  "Mr.  Tod"  to  "give  his  views"  on  his 
paper,  headed  as  above. 

I  do  so  with  hesitation  ;  but  being  challenged  (so 
to  speak),  and  in  a  complimentary  manner,  I  do  not 
see  any  way  out  of  ft,  so  here  goes. 

"Glanrhos"  is  criticising  the  remarks  of  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  in  an  excellent  article  on  fish- 
ing, which  appeared  lately  in  the  Badminton 
Magazine. 

And  he  takes  exception  to  his  remark  that  "  it 
is  useless  to  fish  for  salmon  in  a  waxing  or  a 
waning  river." 

He  humorously  upsets  this  statement  by  giving 
it  as  7m  opinion  that  rivers  such  as  salmon 
frequent  are  generally  waxing  or  waning,  and 
seldom  stationary.  Now  this  is  so  evident  that 
I  am  sure  "  Glanrhos "  will  admit  that  he  is 
taking  the  noble  marquis  up  far  too  sharp,  since  it 
is  quite  plain  that  his  meaning  was  that  salmon 
do  not  take  well,  as  a  rule,  when  rivers  are  rising 
for  a  flood,  and  this  is  a  pretty  fair  statement  of 
the  general  truth.  The  Marquis  of  Granby 
evidently  means  that  once  a  river  has  been  in  a 
state  of  flood  (a  really  good  spate),  that  just  when 
the  flood  begins  to  abate  is,  as  a  rule,  not  a 
favourable  time  for  salmon  fishing. 

I  think  that  these  conditions  are  usually  against 
good  salmon  fishing.  In  fact,  if  a  man  wished  to 
bet  on  the  event,  I  don't  think  he  would  choose  a 
waxing  water,  would  he  ? 

Again,  I  question  if  he  would  prefer  taking  the 
day  after  the  flood  had  attained  its  maximum 
height  and  had  begun  to  luanc,  though  at  times  it 
proves  excellent  in  its  results.  The  reason  is 
obvious.  The  flood  has  quickened  the  natural 
impulse  of  the  salmon  to  move  upwards,  and  many 
of  the  fish  will  continue  travelling  even  if  the  river 
is  waning.  May  I  point  out  that  much  depends 
upon  the  flood  itself. 

If,  for  instance,  one  takes  the  Tweed  at  and  near 
Kelso  Bridge,  a  rise  of  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches 
and  one  of  three  or  four  feet  cannot  be  compared 
in  their  effects  on  the  travelling  of  fish,  and  I  take  it 
as  true  that  the  bigger  the  flood  the  longer  will 
salmon  continue  to  travel  upwards  in  a  waning 
river,  and  the  reverse.  Further,  the  same  laws  do  not 
apply  equally  to  large  rivers  (such  as  the  Tweed  and 
the  Tay)  and  to  short  and  comparatively  narrow 
rivers  near  the  sea  frequented  by  salmon  (in  our 
smaller  islands  in  particular).  For  instance,  who 
can  compare  the  run  of  a  salmon  from  the  sea  up 
to  No.  1,  the  top  beat  on  the  Naver — the  river  is 
about  twenty-five  miles  in  length  from  the  loch  to 
the  sea  (so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me) — and  the 
run  of  a  fish  which  has  travelled  under  twenty-five 
miles  up  the  Tweed,  and  wishes  to  push  on. 

In  the  first  river  the  salmon  travel  very  rapidly, 
and  are  frequently  taken  with  the  tide  lice  on 
them  even  in  the  top  beat.  Whether  they 
prefer  to  remain  in  the  river  to  going  on 
into  the  loch  (Naver)  it  is  impossible  to 
surmise,  but  the  fact  remains  that  many  do  remain 
to  people  the  numerous  well-known  "  lies  "  in  the 
river  over  and  above  the  fish  which  push  on  into 
the  loch  itself.  Now  take  the  Tweed,  and  imagine 
how  differently  a  waning  flood  must  affect  salmon- 
fishing  atBirgham,  Sprouston,  Floors,  Makerstoun, 


Bemerside,  The  Pavilion,  Boldside,  and  (in  the 
autumn)  Innerleithen,  Peebles,  etc. 

The  waning  flood  must  be  widely  different  in  its 
effect  upon  sport  on  Birgham  on  the  one  band  and 
on  the  upper  reaches  on  the  other. 

Again  the  season  must  be  always  considered,  for 
when  fish  enter  the  Tweed  in  spring  and  summer 
they  have  not  the  same  natural  impulse  to  push 
onward  and  upward  as  have  the  fish  which  enter 
the  river  in  the  autumn  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
depositing  their  spawn,  for  these  will  continue  to 
press  upwards  even  if  the  river  has  waned  con- 
siderably. I  take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that 
spring  and  summer  fish  sooner  take  to  a  resting 
place  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Tweed  than  in  the 
late  autumn  when  they  are  eager  to  get  into  the 
upper  waters. 

That  salmon  may,  and  do,  rest  in  such  famous 
pools  as  "  Birgham  Dub  "  during  the  day,  and  push 
upwards  in  the  night,  is  most  likely,  so  long  as  the 
body  of  the  water  is  large  enough,  and  I  think  that 
this  is  perhaps  the  reason  why  on  the  subsidence 
of  a  flood  enormous  bags  are  sometimes  taken  from 
such  strongholds,  and  why  the  sport  dwindles  so 
soon  afterwards.  It  is  often  thought  that  the 
salmon  are  as  plentiful  as  ever  in  the  pool,  and 
that  they  are  only  shy  because  the  waters  have 
subsided,  but  I  hold  that  in  many  cases  the  fish 
have  moved  upwards  during  the  night,  and,  no  fresh 
water  entering  the  river,  their  places  are  not  filled 
up  by  newly-run  fish  from  the  sea  in  anything  like 
the  same  numbers.  To  compare  the  effects  of  a 
waxing  or  waning  water  in  such  a  small  river  as 
"  Glanrhos  "  mentions — "  The  Blackwater  "  (which 
I  do  not  know)  in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  or  any  such 
"  isle " — and  the  river  I  have  named  would  be 
absurd  in  my  opinion. 

"Why"  salmon  rise,  not  being  a  salmon,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  give  my  opinion  on  oath,  but  that 
they  mean  to  feed  is,  I  consider,  self-evident.  That 
salmon  do  not  feed  in  fresh  water  is  a  stretch  of 
imagination  quite  beyond  me  1 

Had  the  question  been  merely  argued  out  in 
connection  with  salmon  fishing  with  the  salmon  fly 
only,  one  might  have  been  inclined  to  attribute 
"  the  rise  "  to  curiosity  and  the  attractive  character 
of  the  lures  danced  before  their  eyes  ;  but  when  we 
think  of  salmon  fishing  with  worm,  minnow, 
gudgeon,  and  prawn,  we  are  free  to  admit  that 
salmon — I  mean  clean  salmon — do  not  fast  when 
they  enter  fresh  waters.  How  could  they  (while 
fasting)  maintain  the  balance  between  repair  and 
waste.  And  as  for  an  old  kelt,  his  voracity  is 
proverbial,  and  the  number  of  small  trout,  smolts, 
and  parr  which  kelts  account  for  acquits  them  of  any 
such  "  fasting  in  fresh  water."  Many  men  (the 
late  Major  Traherne  I  think  for  one)  never 
"  played  "  the  fly,  and  some  prawners,  I  understand, 
also  give  the  lure  no  "  cunning  motion  "  whatever. 
I  never  fished  with  the  prawn,  yet  how  deadly  is 
that  bait  on  some  rivers. 

The  "  salmon  worm  "  is  another  good  instance, 
for  it  is  used  in  a  "bunch" — a  bunch  so  gross 
that  few  trout  would  venture  to  take  it,  however 
lean  or  hungry.  Yet  trout  do  not  pretend  to  fatten 
fasting.  I  therefore  am  of  "  Glanrhos's  "  opinion 
that  salmon  do  feed  when  in  fresh  water ;  but  how 
much  or  how  little  who  can  determine  ?  They 
would  not  take  our  varied  lures  if  it  were  otherwise, 
I  opine  1 

That  salmon  do  feed  when  in  salt  water  on  such 
toothsome  morsels  as  prawns  and  shrimps  is  certain, 
and  that  the  play  of  a  salmon  fly  must  resemble 
the  jerky  movements  of  a  shrimp  or  a  prawn  surely 
accounts  for  the  bold  manner  in  which  a  fresh  run 
fish  will  "  go  for  "  the  salmon  fly  which  the  skilled 
fisherman  presents  with  that  subtle  movement, 
peculiarly  his  own,  till  "  Salmo  Salar "  remarks, 
"  Who  said  shrimps  ?  "  But  when  one  remembers 
that  salmon  take  dead  baits  which  are  often  not 
played  at  all,  which  are  unattractive,  some  even 
hideous  to  look  upon,  one  suspects  that  our  fasting 
friend  is  a  humbug  of  the  first  water,  and  that  he 
is,  despite  "  his  shining  armour,"  no  such  very 
knightly  gentleman  at  arms  after  all,  but  a  gross 
feeder  in  his  way  occasionally,  even  when  he  is  in 
good  condition.  When  he  is  returning  to  the  sea 
— a  kelt — all  pretence  is  laid  aside,  and  he  gobbles 
up  trout,  smolt,  parr,  and  minnow  with  a  "  devour- 
ing zeal "  which  leaves  the  impression  on  one's 
mind  that — not  unlike  man — his  true  character  is 
not  made  manifest  till  he  is  hard  up,  and  "  an 
hungered  "1 

The  worst  gluttons  the  world  has  known  were 
skilled  in  the  use  of  emetics,  as  in  the  days  o 
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ancient  Eoman  history.  And  if  our  friend,  Salmo 
Salar,  Esq.,  is  seldom  caught  napping — and  still 
seldomer  with  food  in  his  inside — depend  on  it  he 
has  some  patent  process  of  emptying  his  stomach 
at  will,  which  will  be  "unriddled  by-and-bye."  Can 
it  be  that  the  salmon,  by  reason  of  the  potency  of 
the  gastric  juices,  never  retains  for  any  great  time 
any  particular  article  of  food,  but  having  extracted 
the  nutriment  ejects  forcibly  the  rest?  This  idea 
never  occurred  to  me  before,  but  I  offer  it  as  a 
possible  solution  of  a  very  perplexing  problem — 
that  nutrient  matter  alone  passes  onwards  and  is 
absorbed,  the  waste  matter  being  thrown  up 
bodily.  E.  M.  Tod 


A  CONFEEENCE  UPON  INLAND 
FISHEEIES  TO  BE  HELD 
AT  COEK.* 


[We  are  glad  to  publish  the  following  correspond- 
ence, and  to  find  that  the  Earl  of  Mayo  is  taking  so 
much  interest  in  the  movement. — Ed.  F.  G.] 

"  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  Ireland, 
"  Upper  Mount-street,  Dublin 
"  May  9,  1902. 
"  My  Lord, — I  am  desired  by  the  vice-president 
to  inform  your  Lordship  that  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
a  conference    upon  inland  fisheries  at  Cork  on 
August  5  and  6  next ;  and  to  inquire  whether  you 
are  willing  to  assist  the  department  in  this  matter 
as  a  member  of  a  committee  to  arrange  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  conference. — I  am.  My  Lord,  your 
obedient  servant,  "  T.  P.  Gill,  secretary, 

"  The  Et.  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Mayo, 
"  Palmerstown,  Straffan,  co.  Kildare." 

"  Palmerstown,  Straffan, 
"  May  16,  1902. 
"  Sir,— I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  vice-president 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  Ireland  has  agreed  to  my  proposal 
to  hold  a  conference  upon  inland  fisheries  at  Cork 
on  August  5  and  6  next. 

"I  understand  that  delegates  from  foreign 
countries  will  attend  this  conference. 

"It  is  gratifying  to  my  efforts  to  improve  the 
inland  fisheries  of  Ireland  to  feel  that  the  depart- 
ment have  warmly  taken  up  the  proposal  for  a 
fishery  conference  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
same. 

"  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  assist  the  department 
in  this  matter  by  becoming  a  member  of  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  the  procedure  of  the  conference. 
— I  remain,  sir,  yours  truly,  "  Mayo." 


EEESH-WATEE  FISH  AND  THE 
CLOSE  SEAS' 


lSON. 


At  Bow-street  on  Friday  (May  16)  Mr.  Frederick 
Metz,  naturalist  and  fishing-tackle  vendor,  answered 
a  summons  before  Sir  A.  de  Eutzen  with  reference 
to  the  alleged  selling  of  two  rudd,  three  perch,  one 
pike,  one  dace,  and  a  tench — fresh-water  fish — 
contrary  to  section  11,  sub-section  4,  of  41  and  42 
Vic,  chap.  39  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act, 
1878. 

Defendant  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Mr.  Muskett  (Wontner  &  Sons)  appeared  to 
prosecute  on  behalf  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
and  Mr.  Abinger,  barrister,  instructed  by  Mr.  Cecil 
A.  Lumley,  defended. 

Mr.  Muskett  in  opening  pointed  out  that  the 
Act'  provided  a  close  season  for  fresh-water  fish 
dating  from  March  15  to  June  15,  and  rendered  it 
an  offence  to  buy,  sell,  expose,  or  have  in  one's 
possession  any  fresh-water  fish  during  that  period. 

Percy  Loft,  a  carpenter  and  member  of  a 
London  angling  association,  gave  evidence  to 
the  effect  that  on  April  15  he  proceeded  with 
two  officers  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  to 
the  defendant's  shop.  He  entered  the  estab- 
lishment  at  9,  High-street,  Bloomsbury,  alone 
with  an  empty  live -bait  can.  The  defendant  having 
given  the  complainant  the  price  of  several  kinds  of 
fish  exposed  for  sale,  sold  those  the  subject  of  the 
charge  for  3s,  They  were  all  undersized,  the  perch 
bemg  7in.|long,  the  tench  T^m.,  the  rudd  6m.,  the 
dace  5tm.,  and  the  pike  Bin.    Witness  took  them 

*  All  communications  on  this  subject  should  be 
addressed  to :  The  Secretary,  Inland  Fisheries  Con- 
ference, Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction,  Upper  Mount-street,  Dublin. 


to  the  two  officers  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
who  were  waiting  outside.  Nothing  was  said  about 
the  purpose  for  which  the  fish  were  required. 

Cross-examined  the  witness  denied  that  he  told 
defendant  he  required  the  fish  for  scientific  or 
aquarium  purposes.  As  a  member  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  he  made  it  his  business  to  keep  a  look- 
out on  fishing-tackle  shops.  Only  the  perch  was 
in  spawn. 

Mr.  Abinger  contended  that  ithe  complainant 
was  the  person  to  blame,  for  in  trying  to  secure  a 
conviction  against  a  respectable  tradesman  he  had 
himself  committed  the  far  more  heinous  offence  of 
inciting  the  defendant  to  contravene  the  law. 
Defendant  was  entitled  to  take  the  fish  for  bait,  or 
for  scientific  or  aquarium  purposes,  and  that  being 
so  he  surely  must  be  allowed  to  sell  them  for  the 
same  object. 

The  defendant  himself  was  then  called,  and  said 
he  had  carried  on  business  for  thirteen  years,  and 
never  been  summoned  before. 

Sir  Albert  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  technical 
offence  had  been  committed,  and  imposed  a  fine  of 
5s.,  which  carried  with  it  the  payment  of  12s.  6d. 
costs. 


FISH  FEOM  ADEN. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  take  the  liberty  of 
asking  your  help  in  learning  the  names  of  two  fish 
lately  killed  at  Aden  by  a  yoimg  relative,  an  officer 


on  board  the  Mayo,  of  the  Eoyal  Indian  Marine 
Service. 

He  remarks:  'I  am  ignorant  of  the  names  of 
two  kmds  of  fish  which  I  frequently  kill  here. 
They  are  known  at  Aden  as  '  silver  fish  '  only  I 
send  photograph.  The  one  held  by  the  hand 
weighed  141b.,  the  other  12ilb.  They  are  game 
fighters.  Please  learn  and  let  me  know  their  names. ' 

"  I  hope  I  am  not  committing  any  breach  of 
etiquette  in  addressing  you  personally.  You  reply 
so  courteously  to  all  queries  addressed  through 
your  paper  that  I  venture  to  write  this.— Yours 
faithfully,  "  h.  D.  W." 

I  sent  the  photograph  of  the  fish  to  Mr.  G.  A 
Boulenger,  F.E.S.,  of  the  British  Museum,  and  he 
very  kindly  sends  me  this  reply  :— 

"Dear  Sir,— This  fish  is  Chorinemus  toloo,  a 
somewhat  remote  ally  of  the  mackerel  and  tunny, 
common  in  the  Indian  Ocean.— Yours  truly, 

"  G.  A.  Boulenger." 
E.  B.  Marston. 


A  QUESTION  OF  STOCKING. 


To  Fit  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Ply  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Diy  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland 
T1,1  h^n"  °i  ^^iy  GatetU.  With  eighty  illustrations 
Ihis  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free  by  sending  2*.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  London. 


In  all  matters  relating  to  stocking  or  restocking 
food  IS  as  important  a  factor  as  fish.  To  many 
anglers  interested  in  the  maintenance  and  improve- 
ment of  our  freshwater  fisheries  such  an  assertion, 
without  any  qualification  to  tone  down  its  rough 
edges,  may  appear  on  the  face  of  it  somewhat 
paradoxical,  but  nevertheless  a  few  moments' quiet 
consideration  will  be  sufficient  to  show  them  that 
not  only  IS  it  perfectly  true,  but  on  it  rests  the 
whole  crux  of  the  restocking  question. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  numerous  schemes 
have  been  brought  forward  by  various  enthusiasts 
with  the  very  laudable  object  of  arresting  by 
artificial  means  the  constantly  decreasing  sport, 
which,  within  that  period,  has  been  only  too 
patent  on  every  stream  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
As  these  schemes  have  made  their  appearance,  I 
have  gone  carefully  through  their  details,  and, 
unless  my  memory  is  strangely  at  fault,  they  have, 
without  exception,  advocated  the  introduction  of 
fresh  blood  in  the  shape  of  either  ova,  fry,  or  fish 
of  a  more  mature  growth,  as  the  case  might  be,  but 
any  mention  of  food,  when  these  have  been  intro- 
duced, has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

The   first   and   most   important  point   to  be 
remembered    in    connection   with    the  general 
deterioration  which  has  taken  place  in  the  sport 
yielding  capacity  of  our  rivers  is  the  decrease  in 
their  volume.    This,  according  to  the  circumstances 
by  which  they  are  controlled,  is  more  marked  in 
some  cases  than  in  others,  but  comprehensively 
speaking,  all  are  suffering  alike  to  a  more  or  less 
marked  extent.    The  Thames,  for  instance,  is  to-day 
from  two  feet  to  two  feet  and  a  half,  or  perhaps 
more  even  than  that,  lower  on  its  normal  level  than 
it  was  five  and  twenty  years  ago,  and  as  a  natural 
sequence  the  levels  of  the  tributary  streams  in  its 
watershed  are  affected  in  a  degree  corresponding 
with  that  of  the  parent  river.    Many  cases  of  a 
similar  character  in  the  more  prominent  rivers 
further  afield  could  also  be  given,  but  as  they  are 
already  only  too  well  known  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishtng  Gazette,  to  deal  with  them  at  any  greater 
length  would  be  only  a  waste  of  time  and  space. 
This  lamentable  alteration  in  the  condition  of  our 
rivers  is  primarily  due  to  three  causes— defective 
rainfall  extending  over  a  period  of  seasons  ;  scientific 
drainage ;  and  the  continually  increasing  quantity 
of  water  consumed  by  our  larger  centres  of  popula- 
tion.   They,  however,  confront  us  with  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  problem.    Any  appreciable  reduction 
m  the  volume  of  a  stream  means  a  proportionate 
diminution  in  its  power  to  sustain  insect,  and  con- 
sequently fish,  life.    It  may  be  taken,  without  any 
further  argument,  that  unless  they  can  be  made  to 
produce  an  increased  amount  of  natural  food,  none 
of  our  rivers,  while  they  remain  at  their  present 
levels  or  nearabouts,  can  possibly  become  as  prolific 
as  they  were  formerly— that  is  to  say  before  agii- 
culture  adopted   science   as   its   handmaid,  and 
communities  were  less  particular  as  to  the  quality 
of  their  drinking  water. 

Although  the  purification  of  our  rivers  from  which 
these  supplies  are  obtained  has  undoubtedly  been  of 
the  utmost  benefit  to  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  population  at  large,  it  has  in  conjunction  with 
their  lowered  volume  worked  incalculable  harm  to 
angling.   To  put  it  baldly,  all  species  of  fresh-water 
fish,  from  the  aristocratic  trout  to  the  lively  but 
plebeian  minnow,  are  scavengers  pure  and  simple. 
So  long  as  our  grandfathers  were  content  to  dis- 
regard the  canons  of  sanitation  by  using  their  local 
rivers  as  receptacles  for  sewage,  fish  thrived  and 
grew  apace  in  the  streams  utilised  for  this  simple 
but  efficacious  method  of  disseminating  infectious 
diseases.    Wherever  a  drain  emptied  itself  sport 
was  invariably  good,  except,  of  course,  when  the 
conditions  of  the  weather  were  altogether  against 
fishing,  but  immediately  the  Legislature  put  its 
foot  down  on  this  practice,  and  towns  were  com- 
pelled to  institute  sewage  farms  for  the  disposal  of 
then-  household  refuse,  these  unsavoury  spots— and 
it  must  be  confessed  some  of  them  were  a  little 
pronounced  in  the  strength  of  their  odours— lost 
their  reputation,  and  complaints  commenced  to  be 
rife,  and  have  continued  to  be  so  ever  since,  anent 
the  general  decrease  in  the  stock  of  each  particular 
stream.    I  have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  saj-ing 
that  could  we  once  more  revert  to  this  part  of  the 
old    order   of  things,  malgre   defective  rainfall, 
scientific  drainage,  and  the  insatiable  demands  of 
ihe  towns  for  water,  in  four  or  five  seasons  hence 
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we  should  have  very  little  cause  for  grumbling  at 
the  scarcity  of  fish. 

The  great  danger  attendant  upon  the  indis- 
criminate stocking  of  any  piece  of  water,  in  which 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  food,  is  the  tendency  shown 
by  the  progeny  of  the  stock  to  deteriorate  into  a 
race  of  small  and  stunted  fish  from  the  dual  eft'ects 
of  overcrowding  and  semi-starvation.  Those  x^isci- 
culturists  who  devote  their  attention  to  trout 
breeding  have  long  since  recognised  this,  and 
display  as  much  care  in  the  selection  of  their 
parent  fish  as  that  exercised  by  any  other  section 
of  fanciers.  Indeed  so  closely  is  this  system  of 
selection  followed  that  there  is  every  probability 
that  in  the  course  of  time  there  will  be  a  recognised 
scale  of  points  for  trout,  exactly  as  there  is  for 
those  animals  which  now  make  their  appearance 
in  the  rings  and  on  the  benches  of  our  various 
exhibitions  of  live  stock. 

The  coarse  fisherman  is  not,  however,  so  particular 
an  individual  as  the  trout  culturist.  Give  him 
an  offer  of  a  ton  or  two  of  fish,  and  he  accepts  it 
with  gratitude  "writ"  large  in  his  countenance. 
Quantity  and  not  quality  is  the  principle  on  which 
he  acts,  and  in  carrying  it  out  it  does  not  appear 
to  enter  into  his  calculations  that  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  whether 
they  live  on  land  or  in  the  water,  is  governed  by 
precisely  the  same  hygienic  laws,  and  that  in  either 
case  their  infraction  is  visited  by  Nature  with 
exactly  the  same  penalty.  A  striking  illustration  of 
this  is  to  be  found  in  the  tideway  of  the  Thames, 
and  in  the  ornamental  lakes  of  the  royal  and  the 
munici  al  parks  of  the  metropolis,  each  of  which 
is  terribly  overstocked  by  small  and  semi-starved 
fish.  For  a  great  many  years  past  the  London 
anglers  have  been  urging  the  authorities  to  allow 
these  places  to  be  netted  for  the  purpose  of  trans 
ferring  the  stock  to  the  public  waters.  The  wisdom 
of  such  a  step  is,  however,  open  to  grave  question, 
because  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  progeny  of  fish 
which  have  had  to  exist  for  generations — that  is, 
piscine  generations — under  such  adverse  conditions 
would  exceed  the  diminutive  size  to  which  their 
progenitors  have  been  reduced  by  overcrowding  and 
perpetual  privation.  No  fancier,  if  he  can  possibly 
avoid  it,  will  ever  match  an  inferior  with  a  superior 
animal,  because  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
former  invariably  display  themselves  in  its  des 
cendants,  and  therefore,  although  the  fish  produced 
by  those  brought  from  the  London  parks  might  with 
a  more  liberal  diet  develop  into  more  presentable 
specimens  of  their  race  than  their  ancestors,  there 
is  on  the  other  hand  something  more  than 
probability  that  they  would  not,  but  would  only 
assist  to  deteriorate  those  in  the  waters  in  which 
they  are  placed. 

From  a  sanitary  point  of  view  open  waterways 
cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  considered  as 
satisfactory  sources  of  supply  for  potable  and 
domestic  purposes.  Therefore  a  time  must  arrive 
when  the  municipalities  will  be  compelled  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  Corporations  of  Manchester 
Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and  Birmingham,  and  resort 
to  inland  reservoirs,  which,  on  account  of  their 
isolated  situations,  reduce  the  evils  arising  from 
pollution  to  a  minimum.  This,  when  it  occurs 
will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction ;  but  as  such 
reservoirs  will  be  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
springs  which  now  feed  the  streams,  their 
adoption  does  not  hold  out  any  prospect  of  an 
improvement  in  angling,  because  the  larger  the 
centres  of  population  become  the  greater  will  be 
their  need  of  water.  Assuming  then  that  matters 
are  so  arranged  by  the  construction  of  supplemen 
tary  reservoirs  for  catching  flood  water  and  the 
rivers  are  thus  kept  at  something  approximating  to 
their  present  levels,  we  must,  as  I  have  previously 
indicated,  cast  about  for  a  substitute  for  the  sewage 
which,  while  it  furnishes  the  fish  with  a  plentiful 
supply  of  food,  will  not  pollute  the  water,  and 
constantly  expose  the  community  to  outbreaks  o" 
zymotic  disease.  G.  E.  S 

{To  be  conUntted.) 


THE  EIVEB  TEME. 


Rules  of  the  Tenbury  Fishing  Association, 
as  altered  and  approved  at  a  meeting  of  members 
held  on  December  24,  1897. 


1.  A  subscriber  of  .£1,  residing  within  four  miles 
of  any  part  of  the  water  in  which  the  association  is 
allowed  to  fish,  shall  receive  a  ticket,  not  transfer 


able,  entitling  him  to  fish  in  the  association  water 
for  one  year  from  January  1,  and  upon  payment  of 
a  further  sum  of  lOs.  shall  receive  a  ticket  entitling 
one  friend  staying  in  his  house,  or  visitor,  to  fish 
for  the  same  period. 

2.  Any  person  residing  beyond  the  above  distance 
shall  upon  payment  of  £1  lOs.  be  entitled  to  a 
ticket,  not  transferable,  allowing  him  to  fish  in  the 
association  water  for  one  year. 

3.  Any  person  residing  within  four  miles  of  any 
part  of  the  water  belonging  to  the  association  shall 
upon  payment  of  10s.  receive  a  ticket  entitling  him 
to  fish  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  month  from 
date  of  issue,  and  a  person  residing  beyond  the 
above  distance  shall  receive  a  similar  ticket  upon 
payment  of  £1. 

4.  All  annual  subscriptions  to  be  paid  on  Jan.  1 
in  each  year, 

5.  Landowners  granting  to  the  association  leave 
to  fish  shall  be  considered  hon.  members  and  be 
entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  subscriber  of  .£1 
under  rule  1. 

6.  No  trout  to  be  killed  in  any  manner  from 
Sept.  30  to  March  1. 

7.  No  grayling  or  trout  to  be  killed  at  any  time 
in  the  year  less  than  seven  inches  in  length,  and 
no  grayling  to  be  killed  between  -March  15  and 
July  15. 

8.  No  trolling  or  spinning  shall  be  allowed 
between  March  1  and  July  1. 

9.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  fish  until  he 
has  paid  his  subscription. 

10.  Every  subscriber  shall  show  his  ticket  upon 
being  requested  to  do  so  by  the  water-bailiff,  or  by 
the  owner,  or  by  the  agent  or  keeper  of  such  owner 
of  any  land  upon  which  such  subscriber  may  be. 
In  default  of  his  showing  such  ticket,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  be  turned  off  such  water. 

11.  That  no  subscriber  or  person  holding  a 
ticket  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any 
fish  caught  in  the  association  water,  and  that  any 
person  so  selling  or  offering  for  sale  any  such  fish 
caught  shall  thenceforth  forfeit  his  ticket  and 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  association. 

12.  No  fishing  shall  be  allowed  on  Sundays. 


general  purposes,  as  serviceable  and  convenient  a 
type  (admitting,  of  course,  of  variation  according 
to  circumstances)  as  any  that  can  be  adopted. 
Above  the  shot  have  three  lengths  of  gut  (Fig.  3,  A), 
with  a  swivel  between  each,  as  also  a  swivel  and 
small  loop  between  the  lowermost  one  and  the 
shot.  These  should  be  perforate,*  and  made  up, 
separate  from  the  traces,  in  flights  of  (say)  fifteen, 
twelve,  ten,  seven,  and  five  respectively  (Fig  3,  B), 
the  centremost  shots  in  each  flight  being  larger 
than  the  others,  which  should  gradually  diminish 
in  size  on  either  side  of  them.  Of  these  the  largest 
should  not  be  larger  than  small  peas,  nor  the 
smallest  run  below  about  No.  2,  they  being  thus 
arranged  and  sized  in  order  to  get  the  required 
weight  with  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the 
water.  They  should  be  threaded  on  treble  gut 
(not  gimp,  which  is  apt  to  wear),  and  a  small  loop 
should  be  left  on  each  side  of  the  flight,  so  that  it 
can  be  exchanged  at  pleasure  for  a  heavier  or  lighter 
one,  according  to  the  size  of  the  bait  and  the  state 
of  the  water.  When,  in  heavy  water,  it  is  necessary 
to  fish  with  more  than  about  fifteen  shots,  it  is 
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Colour  should  also  be  looked  to,  but  it  is  a  minor 
consideration.  Of  all  faults  that  of  "kinking  "is 
the  most  fatal  to  sport  and  temper.  If  a  kinking 
line  does  not  make  a  man  swear,  I  don't  know  what 
will.  The  best  lines  are  made  of  silk,  or  mostly 
silk  As  good  as  any  that  I  have  seen  are  made  at 
Nottingham.  The  line  should  be  dressed  occasion- 
ally, and  that  not  by  being  merely  dipped,  as 
London  tackle-makers  are  apt  to  do  it,  but  by 
having  the  composition  well  rubbed  in  with  the 
hand.  The  Thames  fishermen,  who  spin  much, 
are  good  hands  at  this.  I  should  recommend  any 
one  ordering  a  new  spinning-line  not  to  have  it 
shorter  than  a  hundred  yards.  It  is  not  often  that 
so  much  is  required,  but  it  may  be  occasionally 
found  extremely  useful  to  have  a  reserve  on  the 
reel,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  hooking  a  large 
fish  from  a  weir,  when  you  may  have  to  go  a  long 
way  round  before  you  can  bring  him  down  stream 
to  land  him;  or,  again,  your  hooks  my  get  foul 
under  the  camp-sheeting,  when  you  may  save  your 
tackle  by  going  round  and  getting  a  pull  on  it  from 
the  opposite  direction.  At  the  close,  or  more 
frequently  at  the  commencement  of  a  season,  you 
will  find  it  necessary,  if  your  line  has  done  much 
work,  to  sacrifice  some  yards  of  it,  which  can  be 
more  easily  spared  from  a  long  than  a  short  line. 
When  a  favourite  line  has  thus  become  reduced  to 
about  sixty  or  seventy  yards  I  generally  lengthen 
the  end  next  the  reel  by  splicing  and  carefully 
whipping  on  an  additional  piece,  by  which  means  I 
still  have  my  old  line  to  throw  with,  and  plenty  to 
fall  back  upon  in  case  of  need.  You  may  thus  utilise 
an  old  line  until  the  knot  comes  within  the  cast. 
With  great  care,  indeed,  the  splice  may  be  so  nicely 
made  as  scarcely  to  interrupt  the  passage  of  the 
line  through  the  rings,  even  in  casting. 

As  a  length  for  the  trace  I  have  generally  found 
from  six  to  seven  feet  quite  sufficient.  A  longer 
one  is  apt  to  get  in  the  way ;  a  shorter  one  brings 
the  line  too  near  the  hooks.  As  to  its  form,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  following  is,  for 

*  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


Fig.  3. 

better  to  have  them  in  two  flights  separated  by 
about  two  lengths  of  gut,  to  which  they  should  in 
that  case  (an  exceptional  one)  be  permanently 
affixed  without  loops.  Below  the  shots  there  should 
be  again  three  lengths  of  gut  (Fig.  3,  (7),  besides 
the  one  next  the  hooks.  Between  the  two  upper 
of  these  lengths  there  should  be  a  swivel,  and  a 
swivel  and  loop  above  and  below  the  three— the 
upper  loop  just  sufficiently  large  to  pass  the  shots 
through  easily,  the  lower  one  large  enough  to 
admit  of  the  bait  and  hooks  being  passed  through 
it.  The  number  of  swivels  used  will  thus  amount 
to  six.  A  smaller  number  will  doubtless  often 
answer  the  purpose,  but  that  I  have  mentioned 
will  ensure  the  bait  spinning  well,  if  properly  put 
on,  and  save  your  gut  from  becoming  at  all  twisted. 
In  trailing,  when  the  bait  is  kept  spinning  a  long 
while  continuously,  and  the  line  is  not,  by  being 
frequently  taken  out  of  the  water  (as  in  the  ordi- 
nary mode  of  spinning),  relieved  from  any  undue 
twist  to  which  it  may  be  subjected,  it  is  almost 
essential  to  have  as  many. 

As  to  flights  of  hooks,  I  am  content  with  four,  or 
three,  trebles  (according  to  the  size  of  the  bait), 

*  We  think  this  is  a  mistake,  as  the  trace  turns 
round  in  them  and  kinks  the  line. — Ed.,  F,  O, 
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and  a  lip-hook,  which  latter  should  be  tied  upon  a 
minute  loop,  so  small  as  only  just  to  enable  it  to 
run  up  and  down  the  gut.  In  baiting,  it  is  kept  in 
its  place  by  taking  a  couple  of  turas  round  it  with 
the  gut.  A  single  hook,  reversed,  just  below  the 
penultimate  treble,  tends  to  keep  the  tail  of  the 
bait  in  its  place.  A  large  bait  should  always  be 
secured  to  the  hooks  by  a  piece  of  thread  tied  round 
it,  just  behind,  or  over,  the  dorsal  fin ;  otherwise  it 
will  soon  be  dragged  from  them  by  its  own  weight. 

A  very  slight  crook  in  the  tail  is  sufficient  to 
make  a  bait  spin  well,  especially  a  large  one.  In 
fact  it  should  be  less  and  less  crooked  in  propor- 
tion to  its  size.  If  a  bait  will  not  spin  well,  or 
"  wobbles,"  two  to  one  it  is  too  much  crooked.  A 
double  crook  or  bend  in  a  bait  is  also  absolutely 
fatal  to  its  spinning  properly. 

A  bleak  should  be  put  on  so  as  to  form  one  con 
tinuous  curve  from  head  to  tail.  In  all  others  the 
tail  alone  should  be  curved  and  the  rest  of  the 
body  left  perfectly  straight.  This  is  the  theory  of 
Edward  Andrews,  a  fisherman  at  Maidenhead,  who 
is  certainly  the  greatest  "artiste"  in  putting  on  a 
bait  that  I  ever  saw. 

Further  \\Titten  instructions  on  the  subject  I 
will  not  attempt,  for  the  most  elaborate  would  fail 
to  teach  the  knack  of  putting  on  a  bait  properly,  it 
being  one  which  can  be  acquired  only  by  practice, 
and  which,  perhaps  as  much  as  any  connected 
with  the  gentle  art,  requires  nicety  and  judgment 
in  its  execution. 

When  fishing  water  which  contains  jack  as  well 
as  trout,  you  should  always  have  by  you  a  few 
flights  of  somewhat  larger  hooks  tied  on  gimp.  It 
is  not  at  all  an  unfrequent  occurrence  to  lose  a  set 
of  gut  tackle  to  a  jack,  and  to  recover  it  by  catch- 
ing him  next  throw  with  a  gimp  set.  Indeed,  if 
the  gimp  be  fine,  I  have  generally  found  that  it 
scarcely  alarms  trout  more  than  gut,  if  it  do  so  at 
all.  The  very  fine  gimp  should,  however,  be  always 
tested  before  it  is  used,  as  the  silk  within  it  is  apt 
to  be  faulty  and  give.  The  same  remark,  indeed, 
applies  to  all  kinds  of  tackle,  be  it  line,  single 
gut,  treble  gut,  or  gimp.  Eemember  that  when  a 
break  occurs  it  is  generally  to  the  best  fish.  Treble 
gut  is  scarcely  to  be  more  relied  on  than  single, 
the  fact  being  that  all  the  weak,  bad  gut  is  worked 
up,  and  looks  well  enough  so.  As  an  instance, 
whilst  spinning  on  the  Garry,  I  got  my  hooks  fast 
the  other  side  of  a  deep,  black  pool,  and,  not  caring 
to  swim  for  it,  deliberately  pulled  till  something 
broke.  My  trace  being  of  single  gut,  the  shot 
fastened  on  treble  gut,  and  having  gimp  next  the 
hooks,  I  was  curious  to  see  which  the  something 
would  be.  It  was  the  treble  gut,  pnssibly  worn  by 
the  rubbing  of  the  shot. 

In  this,  as  in  all  other  kinds  of  fishing,  it  is 
impossible,  consistently  with  the  requisite  amount 
of  strength,  to  have  your  tackle  too  fine  ;  perhaps 
in  no  other  is  it  so  essential  to  have  the  two 
qualities  combined.  There  are  few  tackle-makers 
in  London  who  know  much  about  this  branch  of 
their  art.  Gould,  of  268,  Oxford-street  (whom  I 
have  also  pleasure  in  recommending  as  a  careful 
and  painstaking  workman),  has  probably  a  more 
practical  knowledge  of  it  than  most,  being  a  good 
fisherman  himself;  but  spinning-tackle  is  of  all 
the  most  difficult  to  get  properly  made,  and  no 
one,  who  does  not  make  his  own,  can  be  too  par- 
ticular in  seeing  that  his  instructions  are  exactly 
carried  out. 

{To  he  continued.) 


MAEKING  PLAICE. 


SoMK  interesting  experiments  with  a  view  to 
investigating  the  movements  of  fish  are  being 
carried  out  by  Dr.  H.  M.  Kyle  imder  the  auspices 
of  the  Marine  Biological  Association  at  Plymouth. 
Over  five  hundred  plaice  have  been  marked  in 
certain  bays  of  the  easterly  portion  of  the  south 
coast  of  Devon,  and  returned  to  the  sea.  A  con- 
siderable number  have  already  been  returned  by 
the  fishermen  round  the  coast,  sufficient.  Dr.  Kyle 
states,  to  demonstrate  an  outward  migration  from 
the  bays  when  the  spawning  season  is  coming  on. 
There  seems  to  be  a  return  migration  into  the  bays 
after  spawning,  and  it  is  proposed  to  mark  as  many 
plaice  as  possible  in  the  off-shore  waters  in  order 
to  trace  this  migration.  These  experiments  are  part 
of  the  trawling  investigations  which  the  Marine 
Biological  Association  is  making  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  efficacy  of  the  closinre  of  these  bays 
to  trawlers  in  leading  to  an  increase  of  fish. 


PEOFESSOE   STEONG  AND  THE 
TEOUT  LICENCE  SYSTEM. 


A  JUSTIFIABLE  PROTEST. 
The  following  letter  from  Professor  Strong,  of 
University   College,   Liverpool,   appears    in  the 

Field : — 

Sir,— Will  you  allow  me  to  mention  for  the 
benefit  of  my  fellow  anglers  the  way  in  which  they 
may  expect  to  be  treated  should  they  fish  on  the 
Upper  Eibble  ?  I  and  a  friend  had  leave  from  the 
riparian  owners  to  fish.  There  is  no  notice  posted 
anywhere  as  to  the  necessity  of  taking  out  a 
licence.  A  water  bailiff  stops  us,  and  demands 
our  licence.  We  told  him  we  were  unaware  that 
such  were  needed.  We  tendered  him  the  money  • 
he  refused  to  take  it.  I  bought  and  paid  for  a 
licence  ;  I  was  summoned  ;  I  wrote  a  full  account 
of  the  circumstances  to  the  Bench,  and  was  fined 
lOs.  and  costs.  I  submit  the  water  bailiff  ought  to 
have  warned  us  off  till  we  had  a  licence,  and  given 
us  every  information  how  such  might  be  obtained 

THE  "COEONATED"  DEVON 
MINNOW. 


A  NEW  pattern  of  the  Devon  Minnow  has  just 
been  brought  out  by  Mr.  William  Hoarder,  of  the 
firm  of  Hearder  &  Son,  fishing  tackle  makers, 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.  In  shape  it  is  very 
much  the  same  as  the  ordinary  Devon,  but  with 
two  alleged  improvements— one  is  the  body  being 
flattened  slightly  to  make  it  spin  with  a  wobble, 
and  the  other,  the  most  important,  is  that  the  body 
is  cut  in  half  above  the  side  hooks,  and  the  head  of 
the  bait  spins  without  turning  either  the  side  or 
tail  hooks.  This  is  claimed  by  the  inventor  to  be 
a  great  improvement,  as  it  enables  the  hooks  to 
strike  the  fish  in  the  direction  of  the  point  instead 
of  sideways,  as  is  the  case  where  the  hooks 


are  flying  around  with  the  body.  The  hooks 
themselves  do  not  revolve  but  pull  straight  without 
spinning ;  the  head  and  shoulders  only  of  the  bait 
spin.  The  patent  is  applied  for,  and  it  is  spoken 
very  highly  of  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  and  is 
said  to  hook  the  fish  much  better  than  those 
with  hooks  that  are  constantly  spinning.  Messrs. 
Hearder  make  them  in  all  sizes,  and  either  brass, 
silver,  or  painted.  It  is  a  new  idea  to  us  that  the 
hooks  of  a  spinning  bait  which  spin  with  it 
"  strike  sideways  " — if  they  are  in  the  fish's  mouth, 
how  can  they  do  so  ?  All  the  same  we  like  the 
look  of  Mr.  Hearder's  bait,  but  think  the  middle 
triangle  might  well  be  dispensed  with. 


TEOUT    OE  GEILSE? 

(By  our  Thames  Correspondent.) 

Much  commotion  has  been  caused  in  the  angling 
world  by  the  reports  in  the  daily  newspapers  to  the 
effect  that  a  salmon  grilse  of  51b.  13oz.  had  been 
caught  in  the  Thames  at  Hampton  Court  by  Mr. 
J .  Gunn.  The  paragraph  is,  as  a  matter  of  facti 
absolutely  misleading,  as  the  fish  was  a  trout  and 
the  captor  was  Mr.  Maurice  Gunn,  the  well-known 
angler,  of  East  Molesey.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  I  made  inquiries  concerning  this 
fish,  as  the  subject  was  one  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance in  view  of  the  work  of  the  Thames  Salmon 
Association,  and  as  the  paragraph  stated  that  the 
fish  "  was  believed  to  be  one  of  those  that  were 
introduced  into  the  river  at  Teddington  last  year  " 
many  people  actually  believed  that  one  of  the 
smolts  had  reached  the  sea  and  had  returned. 
The  fish  was  captured  on  Saturday  morningj 
May  17,  on  the  shallows  of  the  back  bay 
at  Molesey  Weir  at  10.30  a.m.  The  bait 
used  was  a  small  gudgeon,  and  Mr,  Gunn  kept 
the  fish  in  his  punt-well  for  five  or  six  hours. 
It  was  weighed  at  Tagg's  Island  Hotel,  and  the 
paragraph  concerning  the  fish  reached  the  daily 
press  through  the  Central  News,  though  who  sent 
it  to  them  is  not  definitely  stated,  but  there  is 
a  very  strong  "inkling."    Mr.  Gunn,  on  being 


interviewed  on  Wednesday,  stated  that  the  fish, 
which  scaled  exactly  5lb.  13oz.,  had  very  regular 
teeth,  the  outer  ones  being  rather  large,  the 
inner  ones  on  the  roof  of  the  mouth  being 
very  small.  He  did  not  think  it  was  a 
grilse,  though  that  opinion  was  expressed  when 
the  fish  was  shown  at  Tagg's.  ]\Ir.  Gunn  was 
inclined  to  think  the  fish  was  a  salmon  trout.  It 
had  a  few  very  dark  and  small  spots  on  its  side 
and  was  very  silvery  in  appearance.  Unfortunately, 
no  photograph  was  taken  of  the  fish,  which  formed 
a  delicious  meal,  the  flesh  being  a  pale  pink. 


SUNDAY  AT  BALLYSHANNON.* 


A    Surprise — Cockburn's    Hotel — Streets  of 
Ballyshannon    on    a    Sunday  —  The  Court- 
house— Examinations — Cross-Examinations. 
It  was  so  much  the  custom  for  the  fishermen  to 
congregate  on  Sundays  at  Ballyshannon  that  the 
Parson,  on  turning  out  in  the  morning  the  day 
after  the  Lough  Derg  expedition,  was  in  no  way 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  Squire  and  Scholar,  after 
fishing  their  way  down  the  river  on  the  preceding 
evening,  had  not  returned  to  Belleek,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  he  and  the  Captain  were  now  sole 
tenants  of  the  inn. 

Most  of  the  fishermen,  indeed,  had  relays  of 
clothes  and  dressing  apparatus  at  Cockburn's  Hotel, 
and  occasionally  dined  or  slept  there,  as  caprice  or 
convenience  dictated.  The  place  is  not  so  centrical, 
nor  so  handy  to  the  best  fishing  as  Belleek,  nor,  it 
must  be  admitted,  was  the  cookery  anything  at  all 
approaching  to  that  of  the  incomparable  Anne. 
But  it  was  a  bond  fide  hotel ;  it  boasted  a  coach- 
house, where  the  Squire's  carriage  was  reposing ; 
its  rooms  were  of  a  towny  and  hotellish  character ; 
its  tables  were  of  mahogany,  though  dull ;  and  its 
forks  were  of  silver,  though  dirty ;  its  bedrooms 
had  four-post  beds,  with  testers  and  curtains,  and 
real  live  bugs,  and  everything  complete,  liie  a 
Dublin  hotel ;  it  had  a  male  waiter,  and  a  boots, 
and  an  ostler,  with  a  bell  for  each  of  them — upon 
the  whole,  it  was  a  very  grand  affair,  and,  no  doubt, 
turned  up  its  nose  immensely  at  its  cosy,  comfort- 
able, impretending,  pot-house-looking  competitor 
at  Belleek. 

It  had  long  been  the  Squure's  custom  to  hold 
there  a  sort  of  weekly  levy.  There  was  a  standing 
invitation  to  every  fisherman  on  the  Erne,  or  its 
vicinity,  and  that  equally  whether  he  was  previously 
known  to  any  of  the  party  or  not,  to  dine  at 
Cockburn's  on  Sunday ;  and  thus  it  seldom  hap- 
pened that  on  that  day  a  smaller  party  than  eight 
or  ten  sat  down  to  table. 

It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  Parson  and  the 
Captain,  on  their  return  from  Lough  Derg,  to 
remain  at  Belleek  during  the  day,  and  to  walk  over 
to  Ballyshannon  quietly  in  the  evening  to  hear 
the  news,  sleep  there,  and  to  fish  back  to  their  old 
quarters  on  the  Monday  following,  but  their  move- 
ments were  somewhat  unexpectedly  accelerated  by 
unforeseen  circumstances. 

•'  What  on  earth  is  in  the  wind  now  ?  "  said  the 
Captain,  as  he  ran  up  the  stairs  into  the  common 
room,  where  the  Parson  was  still  hunting  about  in 
his  portmanteau  for  some  missing  articles  of  Sunday 
wear.  "  Here  is  a  messenger  hot  foot  from  Bally- 
shannon with  a  note  fi-om  the  Squire  desiring  us  to 
lose  no  time,  but  to  join  him  there  as  soon  as 
possible." 

"  Does  he  give  no  reason  ?  "  said  the  Parson. 
"  He  says  there  has  been  a  devil  of  a  shindy," 
said  the  Captain ;  "  but  there  is  nothing  very 
strange  in  that  on  a  Saturday  night.  But  look  at 
his  note ;  it  is  nothing  but  a  pencil  scrawl,  written 
in  great  haste,  and  sent  without  seal  or  direction." 
'  But  where  is  the  messenger  ?  " 
'  The  man  seemed  in  furious  haste  himself ;  he 
ust  gave  the  note  to  Wee  Fanny,  whom  he  met  at 
the  door,  and  was  off  like  a  shot." 

"By  George,  it  is  Hector's  nets,"  said  the 
Parson.  "  I  always  thought  we  should  hear  more 
of  that.  Did  you  not  see  the  men  looking  at  each 
other  significantly  the  other  day  at  the  Upper 
Rapids  when  you  were  telling  that  story  about  the 
Killamey  weirs  ?  I  thought  they  meant  mischief. 
The  fact  is  one  soon  gets  to  consider  one's  attendant 
as  a  part  of  one's  self.  Really  we  ought  to  take 
care  how  we  throw  such  firebrands  about  among 
such  a  combustible  people." 


*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its 
Fly  Fishing,"  a  delightful  and  scarce  work.— Ed.  F.G, 
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"To  tell  you  the  truth,"  said  the  Captain,  "if 
Hector's  nets  are  destroyed,  I  for  one  think  he 
deserves  it  richly;  it  was  a  mere  piece  of  legal 
poaching,  under  cover  of  a  flaw  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  !  Hang  the  fellow,  I  hope  they  have 
not  left  him  a  net  in  the  world.  Besides,  he  is 
nothing  more  than  the  agent,  he  will  not  be  hurt ; 
and  touching  their  pockets  is  the  only  way  you  can 
speak  to  a  company's  feelings." 

"  Well,  I  will  not  say  you  are  wrong  in  your 
argument ;  and  really,  what  I  am  most  anxious 
about  is,  lest  the  boys  should  have  got  themselves 
into  a  scrape,  for  Hector  certainly  has  the  law  on 
his  side." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  Captain,  "  they  have  divided  the 
law  and  the  justice  between  them,  each  party 
taking  his  own,  and,  as  you  say,  Hector  has  got  the 
law.  But  are  you  not  ready  yet  ?  I  want  to  be 
there." 

On  that  Sunday  forenoon  the  town  of  Bally- 
shannon  presented  as  un- Sunday  like  an  appearance 
as  a  town  well  might.  Service  was  just  over  at 
the  church  when  the  Parson  and  Captain  arrived  at 
Cockbum's,  but  church  and  chapel  had  alike  been 
without  their  congregation,  though  the  people 
were  for  the  most  part  dressed  in  their  Sunday's 
best.  Groups  of  men  were  standing  in  little  knots 
here  and  there,  talking  eagerly  and  sharply,  though 
in  undertones  ;  women  were  peering  from  doors 
and  windows,  looking  anxiously  up  and  down  the 
street ;  now  and  then  a  green  policeman  would 
walk  rapidly  across  with  a  quick  step  and  business- 
like countenance  ;  while  a  horseman  would  gallop 
up  to  the  steps  in  front  of  the  hotel,  shout  for  the 
ostler  like  a  man  of  authority,  deliver  a  brief  and 
mysterious  message,  and  gallop  back  no  one  knew 
whither. 

"  Why,  Squire,"  said  the  Captain,  as  they 
reached  the  steps  and  found  him  and  two  or  three 
other  fishermen,  with  eager  and  anxious  counten- 
ances, in  deep  council  on  the  platform  at  the  top, 
"  what  is  the  matter  now  ?    Another  rising  '?  " 

"  Yes,  and  a  pretty  effectual  one  this  time,"  said 
the  Squire.  "  Not  a  stake — not  a  net  remaining ; 
all  as  clean  as  a  new-mown  field." 

"  Well,  I  hate  half -measures,"  said  the  Captain. 

"  Of  course,  one  is  very  sorry  that  there  has  been 
a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  all  that,  you  know," 
said  one  of  the  fishermen  ;  "  but  as  they  have  done 
it,  and  it  cannot  be  helped,  I  hope  they  have 
thrashed  Hector  within  an  inch  of  his  life." 

"  Come,  that  is  not  fair,"  said  the  Squire ;  "  the 
poor  devil  is  only  an  agent,  and  a  gallant  and  firm- 
hearted  fellow  he  is,  too,  and  did  his  duty  well.  I 
cannot  say  that  I  am  altogether  sorry  the  nets  are 
destroyed,  but  I  am  glad  the  boys  seem  to  have 
been  more  considerate  than  they  might  have  been 
with  you  for  their  leader." 

{To  be  contmued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arri/oe  by  first 
post  on  Thwsday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  weather  has 
been  much  against  Thames  trouting,  but  the  river 
itself  is  still  in  good  order,  and  there  is  a  sign  of 
better  weather  during  the  coming  week.  The  wind 
has  been  strong  from  the  north,  and  few  fish  have 
been  seen  on  the  move.  The  rain  which  has  fallen 
should  help  keep  the  river  fresh  for  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing.  The  Kingston  Piscatorials  on 
Tuesday  decided  to  rent  a  punt  for  the  free  use  of 
members  at  Teddington. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ancholiue  District. — The  elements  have  been 
generally  adverse  for  angling  during  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  and  as  a  consequence  few  fishermen  have 
been  out,  and  the  catches  have  all  been  small.  The 
best  basket  was  one  of  five  brace  by  a  London  visitor. 
The  majority  of  anglers  have  only  got  from  one  to 
three  brace.  Little  or  no  fly  was  on  the  water.  The 
Alder  has  put  in  a  late  appearance  and  is  hatching 
very  sparsely.  The  hawthorn  is  now  due.  The  only 
reliable  fly  is  the  Cow  Dung.  Intermittent' showers 
are  the  rule.  They  do  not  affect  the  water  in  the 
rivers  to  any?appreciable  extent,  but  simply  bring  the 
maximum  of  discomfort. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Cornisli  Streams. — Peal  are  new  running  in  the 
Camel  and  Fowey,  and  if  the  water  remains  in  such 
excellent  volume  sport  with  these  fish  may  be  begun 
almost  immediately.  Mr.  Long  had  a  good  one  of  41b. 
on  Monday,  May  19,  and  on  Tuesday,  a  grilse  (?)  of 
41b,    Very  few  grilse  run  in  the  western  streams,  but 


occasionally  one  is  heard  of.  Trout  fishing  during  the 
Whitsuntide  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  bleak  cold 
winds  have  prevented  big  baskets.  The  Tamar  tribu- 
taries and  the  sheltered  parts  of  the  Camel  have  shown 
best  sport. — Bodmin. 

Darenth,  Farningham,  Horton  Kirby,  Suttou- 
at-Hone,  etc. — In  spite  of  the  forbidding  weather  a 
few  dry  fly  fishers  braved  the  elements  on  May  19,  and 
tried  to  keep  their  flies  dry  on  the  Lion  water.  The 
fish  rose  fairly  for  an  hour  or  two  about  midday  at  a 
hatch  of  little  duns,  but  it  was  chiefly  the  smaller 
fish  which  were  about  on  this  water.  I  met  another 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who  is  staying  at 
the  Lion,  and  he  told  me  that  his  fish  had  been  mostly 
undersized.  On  the  Horton  Kirby  water  no  one  was 
fishing.  I  saw  two  or  three  large  trout  there,  but 
they  were  not  rising.  On  the  water  lower  down  I  had 
an  hour  or  two,  and  happened  to  hit  on  the  rise, 
getting  hold  of  eeven  fish  ;  but  I  only  brought  home 
three,  as  one  broke  me,  one  got  off,  and  two  were 
undersized.  The  best  brace  weighed  together  IJlb. 
All  took  a  Eed  Tag,  dry.  The  heavy  rains  have 
thickened  the  river,  but  it  is  still  rather  low. — J.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  prevailing 
north-west  winds  continue  to  interrupt  anything  like 
good  sport,  and  much  warmer  weather  is  needed  to 
enable  anglers  to  obtain  good  catches.  During  the 
holidays  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the 
waters,  but  visitors  have  not  been  successful  in  landing 
many  trout.  The  water  has  been  coloured  owing  to  the 
rain  down  from  the  moor,  and  this,  too,  has  been 
against  rod  fishing.  Half  a  dozen  each  were,  on 
Whit  Monday,  creeled  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  Bevell, 
whilst  Mr.  H.  Full  had  a  brace  or  two.  Fishing  in 
the  Harbourne  on  Thursday,  May  15,  Mr.  Garrow 
Green  captured  eleven  really  very  fine  fish  in  beauti- 
ful condition.  The  recent  catches  of  "Dart  Babies" 
continues  a  topic  of  general  discussion,  and  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Dart  Fishery  Board  is  awaited  with 
interest,  when  it  will  be  seen  if  the  defaulters  will  be 
prosecuted  or  not. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Wliitby). — Although  the  prospects  are  some- 
what improved  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  rain  at 
intervals  during  the  past  few  days,  the  weather  has 
been  far  too  cold  for  angling  generally,  continuous 
winds  from  the  north-east  causing  much  discomfort. 
At  the  time  of  writing  warmer  weather  prevails,  and 
should  this  be  maintained  sport  should  be  anticipated 
during  the  coming  week.  Sea  anglers  have  been 
unable  to  operate  outside  the  harbour  consequent 
upon  the  prevalence  of  a  heavy  sea,  and  but  meagre 
sport  has  been  secured  from  quays. — J.  Jackson. 

Feu  District  (South  Iiinca.  and  Cambs.) — 
Whitsuntide  has  come  and  gone,  but  there  is  little 
change,  if  any,  in  the  character  of  the  weather.  Like 
last  year,  it  seems  evident  that  fly  fishing  will  be 
useless  before  the  commencement  of  June.  Indeed, 
seldom  has  it  happened  that  flies,  both  aquatic  and  land, 
have  been  scarcer  at  this  season  than  at  the  present. 
What  few  fish  have  been  klled  so  far  have  fallen  to 
the  bottom  lure.  This  style  of  fishing  is  the  only 
sport  to  be  commended.  Very  few  have  wetted  a  line 
and  fewer  have  spent  their  holidays  at  the  water  side. 
— Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Bad  weather 
still  continues,  cold  winds  and  frosty  nights,  with 
occasional  hailstorms,  being  the  general  rule.  Baskets 
have  been  up  to  the  average,  but  the  minnow  has  been 
doing  better  than  the  fly.  On  May  14  Captain  Garnett 
killed  twenty-three  fish  (131b.  8oz.),  Mr.  jPalconer  nine 
fish,  Messrs.  Goode  and  Lewis  eight  fish  each,  Mr,  K. 
L.  Garnett  five  fish,  and  there  were  several  baskets  of 
four  and  under.  On  the  15th  Captain  Garnett  killed 
twenty-two  fish  (131b.  4oz.),  Mr.  Crowther  eighteen, 
Mr.  Lewis  fourteen.  On  the  16th  Captain  Garnett 
had  twenty-four  fish  (141b.  8oz.) ;  Mr.  Crowther, 
seventeen  (111b.  9oz.)  :  Mr.  Townshend,  fifteen  fish ; 
and  many  baskets  of  nine  and  under.  On  the  17th, 
Mr.  Crowther  killed  thirty  fish  (191b.  5oz.) ;  Captain 
Garnett,  sixteen  ;  Mr.  Townshend,  twelve  ;  and  several 
rods  had  smaller  baskets.  On  the  19tn,  Mr.  Dudley 
killed  fourteen ;  Mr.  Townshend,  thirteen ;  Captain 
Garnett,  eleven  ;  Mr.  Goode,  nine ;  Messrs.  Fitzmaurice 
and  Crowther,  seven  fish  each  ;  and  Mr.  Hockley,  six. 
On  the  20th,  Captain  Garnett  and  Mr.  Crowther 
killed  eighteen  fish  each ;  Mr.  Townshend,  fifteen ; 
Messrs.  Day  and  Hockley,  fifteen ;  Mr.  Dudley,  nine  ; 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Falconer  six  each,  and  Mr.  Lewis 
eight.  Small  flies  are  better  than  large  ones,  and  the 
natural  minnow  does  better  than  an  artificial  one.  In  my 
report  last  week  the  average  weight  of  the  fish  appeared 
as  31b.  This,  of  course,  should  read  as  fib.  If  Captain 
Garnett  continues  as  he  has  done  so  far,  he  will  beat 
Mr.  Malpass's  record.  There  seems  to  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  to-day,  and  it  looks  like  summer 
at  last. — Long  Drift. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Improved  sport  cannot  be 
reported  among  the  trout  in  the  Lea,  Beane,  etc.,  and 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  a  fact  which  is  by  no  means 
remarkable  in  view  of  the  unseasonable  weather.  The 
Lea  was  poorly  patronised  by  holiday  anglers,  and 
until  we  are  treated  to  warm  sunny  days  and  genial 
breezes  the  river  will  not  be  worth  visiting  for  trout. 
The  cold  weather  is  also  keeping  the  eels  from  running, 


and,  generally  speaking,  the  spawning  season  among 
coarse  fish  is  likely  to  be  late.  Several  trout  from  21b. 
to  2Jlb.  have  been  taken  in  the  Hertford  district  of 
the  Lea,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  captures  being  made 
at  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  St.  Margarets,  or  Ware. 
The  river  and  tributary  streams  are  nice  and  fresh, 
and  only  summerlike  weather  is  wanted  to  bring  the 
trout  to  the  surface. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiTigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  still  running  in  capital  order 
for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear.  The  weather 
has  been  very  cold  and  changeable,  and  rain  and  hail 
storms  have  been  had ;  it  is  more  like  March  than 
middle  of  May,  and  it  has  been  against  good  sport. 
The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well,  and  have  been 
improving  in  condition.  A  few  warm  days  would 
improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  A  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  Alder,  Blue  Dun, 
Stone  Fly,  Cow  Dung,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange  Palmer, 
and  some  nice  trout  landed  with  them.  The  Pinsley 
is  now  clear  and  in  good  order,  and  sport  had  in  it 
this  week. — Gwynne. 

Jtxigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingfsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  first  rate  order,  yet  sport  has  been  very 
indifferent  owing  to  the  unseasonably  cold  weather — 
the  wind  being  almost  constantly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  north — though  the  atmosphere  has  been  warmer 
to-day  (May  21),  and  if  such  continues  and  increases 
trout  will  quickly  commence  rising.  Yellow  Dun,  Blue 
Dun,  Owl  or  Alder,  Orange  Palmer,  Stone  Fly,  Spin- 
ners, and  Owls,  etc.,  are  out,  and  the  first  four  ought 
to  bring  sport.  In  a  very  few  days  we  expect  to  see 
the  May  Fly ;  it  is  due  next  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  welcome  showers, 
and  they  have  done  good  to  the  rivers.  I  hear  of  a 
trout  which  weighed  2Jlb.  that  was  caught  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Tavy  ;  I  did  not  hear  what  it  was 
taken  on,  but  I  am  afraid  it  was  natural  bait.  There 
are  plenty  of  peal  up  this  river,  and  only  waiting  to  be 
caught.  The  best  flies  are  the  Silver  Drake,  the  Half 
Stone,  and  the  Maxwells,  both  Blue  and  Red.  During 
this  cold  weather  I  should  recommend  the  valleys  for 
fishing  as  it  is  too  cold  for  the  moors.  Dousland 
Grange  Boarding  House  is  getting  in  full  swing  now, 
and  fishing  in  the  Meavy,  the  Cad,  and  Walkham  can 
be  easily  reached  from  it.  I  should  advise  fishermen 
to  write  the  manager  for  tariff.  The  Grange  is  close 
to  some  very  interesting  relics,  such  as  The  Pixies 
Cave,  Sheepstor,  and  several  Kist-Vaens  and  Cromlechs, 
and  antiquarians  can  have  a  feast  of  explorations. — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — In  this  neighbourhood,  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  the  weather  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  Whitsuntide  holiday  was  most  stormy  and  winterly 
with  cold  northerly  winds,  and  as  some  of  the  Welsh 
mountains  had  a  covering  of  snow  the  gloomy 
outlook  no  doubt  had  a  deterring  effect  as  far  as 
visitors  to  this  vicinity  is  concerned.  This  state 
of  affairs  reached  its  climax  on  Whit  Sunday 
which  was  a  very  wet  and  miserable  day  all  through. 
Since  then  matters  have  improved  considerably,  as 
the  state  of  the  weather  is  much  more  seasonable,  and 
the  recent  rains  have  had  the  effect  of  rendering  all 
these  rivers  much  more  suitable  for  the  fly,  and  with 
the  wind  very  much  warmer  than  for  some  time  past 
the  prospects  of  good  sport  is  now  more  favourable 
than  for  a  long  time  past. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — There 
has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  weather  during 
the  past  few  days,  rain  has  held  off,  with  a  milder 
temperature.  Streams  and  rivers  have  been  running 
thick,  and  both  fly  fishing  and  spinning  out  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Ablitt,  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, recently  captured  a  rainbow  trout  weighing 
2lb.  7|oz.,  with  worm,  from  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe. 
Eels  are  plentiful  in  the  Ouse,  but  run  small. 
From  the  western  streams  there  is  nothing  worth 
notice.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  at  Chichester 
Harbour  among  smelt  and  small  bass.  The  Chichester 
authorities  appear  to  be  in  a  quandary  respecting  the 
drainage  efflux,  and  the  local  Sussex  sea  fisheries  com 
mittee  have  resolved  to  see  that  a  proper  system  is 
carried  out,  so  that  the  effluent  shall  not  be  detri- 
mental to  sea  fish  or  sea  fishing  within  the  Sussex  Sea 
Fisheries  district. — George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rain  last  week  was  just 
enough  to  freshen  lup  the  low  water,  and  the  land 
water  discoloured  them  slightly.  On  Monday,  May  19, 
a  few  fishermen  were  about,  isome  had  a  fair  catch, 
others  just  a  few,  and  the  strangeness  was  so  many 
loz.  trout  taking  the  flies  greedily.  I  hear  some 
catches  were  had  at  Lynmouth,  but  the  awfully 
cold  weather  has  upset  the  good  times  which  were 
wanted  and  expected  ;  all  things  are  sadly  behind  and 
although  rain  has  fallen,  the  cold,  biting  winds  dry 
all  things  up.  For  rod  and  line  salmon  fishing  it  is 
useless.  The  netmen  have  caught  a  few,  but  not  up 
to  the  average.  The  rook  fishermen  cannot  stand  the 
wind  and  cold.  Few  lobsters  or  prawns  have  been 
caught. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — We  have  had 
bright  days,  frosty  nights,  and  low  water  for  the  past 
fortnight ;  no  sport  with  trout  worth  mentioning. — H, 
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Teme  (Iindlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing,  and  as  to  the  water  anglers  could  not  wish  for 
better,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  very  changeable 
that  angling  this  holiday  time  has  not  been  brisk.  Rain 
and  hail  have  been  had  with  cold  north-west  winds. 
A  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  and  used  fly  and 
worm,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had,  the  trout  having  been 
well  on  the  feed  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed. 
The  files  in  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Alder,  Cow  Dung, 
Red,  Brown,  and  Grey  Spinners,  Orange  Palmer, 
Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  and  Iron  Blue.  Bottom 
fishers  have  taken  trout  Jib.  and  lib.  weight 
with  the  worm.  Minnow  fishing  under  the 
weirs  has  accounted  for  some  good  trout.  The 
trout  are  improving  in  condition  of  late.  There 
will  be  great  disappointment  to  anglers  this  year 
as  to  the  fishing  on  the  Oakly  Park  waters.  For 
years  Lord  Windsor  has  been  in  the  haoit  of  issuing 
tickets  for  fishing,  but  this  year  his  lordship  has 
decided  to  close  the  water  on  account  of  the  deteriora- 
tion of  the  trout,  and  with  a  view  to  increase  the  stock. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  nice  trout  were  caught  with 
the  Alder  and  Blue  Dun.  On  Wednesday  some  nice 
fish  were  landed  with  minnow.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and  rome  good 
sport  had  on  them  this  week.  Prospects  good. — S. 
Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  is  in  good 

order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  height.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  rain  and  hail 
followed  by  sunshine  and  north-east  and  west  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  it  has  been  none  too  comfortable  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  this  holiday  time  there  has 
not  been  so  many  rods  out  as  in  former  years.  The 
fish  have  been  rising  well,  and  are  now  feeding  on  fly 
and  worm,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  A  few 
warm  days  would  improve  sport  all  round,  and  would 
bring  May  Fly  on,  which,  if  the  weather  keeps  as  it  is, 
will  be  aivery  poor  season  as  to  flies  and  sport.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  clear. — Wokcbstee. 

Witham,  etc.  (Blid  and  Ifortli  Iiincolnshire). — 
It  is  a  very  poor  look  out  for  the  fly  fisher  this 
season.  Whitsuntide  is  early,  and  the  flies  are 
abominably  late.  You  may  travel  over  miles  of 
country  and  scarcely  come  across  a  land  fly.  Aquatic 
flies  are  equally  scarce  on  the  waterside ;  artificials 
are  no  use,  as  none  of  the  real  objects  are 
tempting  the  fish.  If  any  one  wishes  to  get  hold  of  a 
fish,  he  must  swim  the  bottom  bait,  and  among  these 
are  to  be  recommended  ant  egg,  dock  grub,  and  caddis 
bait.  Fishermen  have  been  very  scarce  these  holidays, 
both  on  the  Wolds  about  Market  Rasen  and  in  the 
brooks  running  from  the  ridge  between  the  Trent  and 
Witham  below  Grantham.  I  hear  of  a  few  fish  being 
taken  on  one  of  the  tributaries  running  into  the 
Trent,  near  Newark.  Chub,  roach,  and  bream  are  now 
busy  on  the  spawning  grounds  in  connection  with  the 
Lower  Witham,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  spawning 
this  year  will  be  late.  It  is  a  bad  look  out  for  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  season  on  the  16th  of  next 
month. — ^Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
up  to  the  time  of  writing  is  yet  very  cold,  and  a  north 
wind  blowing  right  down  stream.  We  have  had  hail- 
storms and  heavy  rain  with  thunder,  and  cold,  frosty 
nights.  The  water  has  been  in  fair  order  for  both 
fly  and  bottom  fishing,  and  some  good  trout  have  been 
obtained.  R.  Salsbury,  Esq.,  fishing  the  deep  water  at 
Matlock  Bath  one  trout,  lib. ;  Mr.  White  a  brace, 
one  of  these  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Mordle  and  a 
friend,  one  brace  from  the  Darleydale  club's  water. 
Mr.  Lowe,  ifishing  from  the  Midland  Hotel  garden, 
Matlock  Bath,  one  trout,  21b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Henstock, 
one  fish.  The  prospects  appear  to  be  better  as  we 
have  had  several  hours'  sunshine  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  this  ought  to  cause  trout  to  rise.  Useful  flies, 
Yellow  and  Olive  Duns,  iBlue  Dun,  Checkwing  Dun, 
Grannom,  Sand  Fly,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  and  Mulberry 
Bumble. — Dottebel. 

Wye  (Pownhope,  Hereford).— On  May  16,  Mr. 
Paterson,  spinning  with  a  preserved  gudgeon,  landed 
a  salmon  of  201b. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  rain  on  May  16  brought  a  foot  or  two 
fresh  water  down  the  Yore  and  improved  prospects  of 
sport  for  Whitsuntide.  On  Saturday  a  number  of  anglers 
visited  Hawes  and  other  favourite  quarters,  but  the 
rains  have  not  caused  the  least  rise  in  the  temperature, 
and  the  north  wind  continues  as  cold  as  ever.  As  a 
natural  consequence  there  are  few  natural  flies,  and 
little  inducement  for  the  trout  to  rise  to  the  artificial 
and  up  to  now  I  have  only  heard  of  one  really  good 
creel  of  fish  caught  on  the  Hawes  Angling  Association 
length.  Lower  down  sport  has  been  indifierent  with 
very  few  exceptions ;  the  best  trout .  and  the  heaviest 
baskets  have  been  caught  with  the  worm,  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon,  or  the  natural  minnow  fished 
on  the  Ariel  flight  or  the  Chapman  spinner. 
I  have  been  collecting  Stone  Fly  Creepers  for 
a  gentleman  who  wishes  to  introduce  the  Stone 
Fly  in  a  southern  stream.  I  find  they  are  very  back- 
ward, and  the  few  anglers  who  have  fished  the  Creeper 
have  done  little  good  with  it.    The  May  Fly  (Green 


and  Grey  Drakes)  will  also  be  very  late  in  making  its 
appearance  this  season.  A  few  fair  baskets 
of  trout  were  caught  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  in  the  Swale,  between  Richmond  and 
Reeth,  but  the  water  is  running  low  again.  On  Whit 
Monday  there  was  quite  a  plethora  of  anglers  out  on 
Bedale  Beck,  but  none  of  them  with  perhaps  one  ex- 
ception caught  anything.  Mr.  James  Gibson,  of 
York,  caught  four  trout  in  the  stretch  of  water 
above  Deeming  Mill,  while  Mr.  E.  Metcalf,  of  North- 
allerton, landed  a  fine  fib.  trout  from  Leeming  Loch, 
and  another  York  angler  a  small  trout  or  two. 
A  well-known  angler  has  just  passed  away  in  the 
person  of  ex-Sergeant  Robert  Dawson,  a  Crimean 
veteran.  Sergeant  Dawson  was  an  ardent  follower  of 
the  rod,  and  some  ten  years  ago  he  was  to  be  seen  in 
all  weathers  on  Bedale  Beck  busily  engaged,  x^ipe  In 
his  mouth,  fishing  with  what  he  styled  "wurrums." 
Poor  old  fellow,  for  he  was  over  eighty-four  when  he 
died  on  Whitson  Monday  night ;  he  fished  as  long  as 
it  was  safe  for  him  to  venture  near  the  water. 
He  always  had  a  word  of  encouragement  for  young 
anglers,  and  his  smile  and  cheery  countenance  was 
proverbial.  Poor  Old  Dawson,  He  was  twice  wounded 
in  the  Crimean  War,  and  held  medals  and  clasps  for 
the  battles  of  Inkerman,  Balaclava,  and  Sevastopol. 
The  recent  rains  did  not  effect  the  Wharfe  to  any 
appreciable  extent,  and  it  is  as  low  as  ever  again  now, 
and  the  few  anglers  out  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods, 
Ilkley,  and  Otley  have  only  been  able  to  pick  up  a 
few  brace  of  trout  each.  The  Nidd,  Rye,  Riccall, 
Costa,  and  Pickering  Beck  have  not  fished  at  all  well. 
The  March  Brown,  Orange  Partridge,  Dark  Watchet, 
Snipe  and  Yellow,  Olive  Bloa,  and  Waterhen  Bloa 
have  killed  best,  and  may  be  fished  with  advantage 
next  week.  Weather  to-day  much  milder ;  wind 
west. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg^ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Sport  with  the  rod  has  now  commenced  under  most 
favourable  auspices.  On  May  19  Messrs.  Gandy  and 
Winn  on  Loch  Urigill  had  fifty-five  trout  aggregating 
181b ;  and  Mr.  Blatswayt,  on  same  loch,  22  trout,  71b. 
— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  angling  news  from 
the  Border  Esk  is  anything  but  of  a  cheering  character. 
One  of  my  correspondents  writes  me  from  Langholm 
thus :  "No  angling  notes  can  be  had.  The  weather 
is  too  Icold  for  old  Izaak's  disciples  to  ply  the  gentle 
art,  snow,  hail,  and  cold  rain  being  'supplemented  by 
severe  frosts.  Besides,  many  keen  anglers  are  down 
with  influenza."  I  mention  this  for  the  information 
of  intending  visitors.  Directly,  however,  when  the 
snow  melts  on  the  hills  and  gets  into  the  moun- 
tain streams  a  flood  must  come  and  that  very 
soon,  as  we  are  rapidly  approaching  June  and  the 
Coronation  week.  The  Esk  is  a  loyal  river,  but  at 
times  somewhat  fluctuating,  aye,  and  vacillating, 
owing  to  its  being  dependent  on  so  many  erratic 
tributaries.  The  cold  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
was  the  cause  of  a  great  scarcity  of  sea-trout  and 
salmon  in  the  Solway.  There  was  a  fair  show  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  (May  16  and  17)  both  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  None  of  the  nets  are  doing 
much,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted.  Sea-trout  are 
now  appearing  in  the  Border  Esk,  yet  few  have 
been  caught.  The  same  refers  to  the  Liddle, 
which  is  now  in  good  order  for  angling,  and  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the 
upper  reaches  close  to  the  old-fashioned  hamlet  of 
Newoastleton.  Mr.  Jas  Cowan,  "  Copshaw,"  had  over 
six  dozen  at  one  fishing,  and  Messrs.  J.  Elliot  and  J. 
Beattie  have  also  had  good  baskets,  while  Mr.  J.  Crozier 
of  Carlisle,  who  annually  visits  his  native  stream,  has 
been  very  successful  with  yellow  trout  which  are 
getting  into  first  class  condition.  Fishing  in  Langholm 
water  of  the  Esk  Mr.  W.  T.  Borthwick  caught  a 
sea  trout  of  IJIb.  Fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  got  in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches,  but 
little  is  being  done  in  the  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge 
sections  of  the  Double  water.  A  cold  north-east  wind 
has  been  blowing  for  some  considerable  time.  Until 
the  wind  shifts-^ and  the  bleak  and  barren  weather  dis- 
appears, there  will  be  little  angling  worth  speaking  of 
in  the  Esk  and  Liddle.  When  this  much  desired 
consummation  takes  place,  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  informed  instanter  by — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Sport 
has  been  very  poor  since  last  reported.  State  of  water 
and  weather  very  imfavourable.  The  net  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and  head  of  the 
Dornoch  Firth  are  now  rapidly  increasing  in  pro- 
ductiveness.— B. 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  liolds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  tiies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  ami  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  9uital)le  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flies  and  snitable  mounted  casts  made  np 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  o^^;r  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  has  been  in 
good  fishing  condition  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
weather  has  been  somewhat  changeable.  On  the  coast 
the  strong  wind  from  the  north  has  been  sending 
in  a  very  heavy  sea,  so  heavy,  in  fact,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  bag-nets  were  not  in  on  Wednesday, 
while  in  the  upper  districts  of  the  river  the 
hills  and  ground  were  quite  white  with  snow. 
It  is  many  years  since  the  weather  has  proved 
so  exceptionally  cold  during  the  month  of  May. 
The  first  new  run  salmon  of  the  season  in  the 
Glass  district  was  caught  by  Mr.  George  Milne, 
Blairmore,  on  May  12.  It  weighed  Gib.  Prom  the 
Huntley  district  upwards  less  than  half-a-dozen  of 
fish  have  been  killed  for  the  season.  Some  good 
baskets  of  trout,  however,  have  been  got.  Although 
grilse  appeared  some  time  ago  on  the  coast,  only  one 
as  yet  has  been  got  on  the  river  by  the  net,  and  none 
by  the  rod.  In  the  end  of  last  week  .some  fine  hauls 
of  salmon  were  got  both  on  the  river  and  coast,  and 
the  fishing  is  not  far  behind  that  of  last  year. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  now 
become  broken.  Since  last  report  rain  fell  continuously 
for  a  day  and  several  showers  have  since  fallen.  On 
the  whole  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
the  conditions,  which,  however,  continue  far  from 
seasonable.    Scarcely  a  fish  is  to  be  seen  rising  to 
the  natural  fly,   though    fly-fishers  have,   on  the 
whole,  had  fairly  good  creels.     The  fish  continue 
to  average  about  lib.,  while  on  several  days  they 
have   been   over  that  weight.     On   Saturday,  116 
were    killed,    which    weighed    1.351b.    4oz.  The 
Dundee  club  with  twenty-eight  rods  captured  with 
fly  sixty-two  trout,  which  weighed  661b.    First,  Mr. 
J.  Kirk,  five  trout,  61b.  15oz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Gourlay, 
six  trout,  61b.  8oz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  five  trout, 
51b.  9oz. ;  heaviest  trout.  Dr.  Rogers,  21b.  14oz.  Four- 
teen rods  in  the  Amateur  Club  had  forty-three  trout, 
361b.  4oz.    First,  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spenoe,  nine  trout, 
71b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  eight  trout, 
61b.     5oz.      Four    members    of  Northumberland 
Club    had  thirteen  trout,  131b.   6oz.     First,  Mr. 
Reynolds,    six     trout,     71b.    2oz. ;     second,  Mr. 
Rosinoinge,  four  trout,  31b.  4oz.     The  annual  match 
between  teams  representing  Northumberland  and 
Bridge  of  Allan  Clubs  was  held  on  Thursday  (May  15) 
last.  The  result  was  Bridge  of  Allan  (five  rods),  thirty 
trout,  331b.  2oz.  ;  Northumberland  (six  rods),  twenty 
trout,  201b.  lloz.    Mr.  Dunsmure  had  the  best  catch 
in  the  winning  team,  with  seven  trout,  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Pumphrey,  for  Northumberland,    with    six  trout, 
61b.  6oz.    Private  parties: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Spencer, 
Northumberland,  ten  trout,  81b.  Boz.    Mr.  Davenport, 
Sheffield  (two  days),  twenty-five  trout,  241b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Black,  Sheffield  (two  days),  fifteen  trout,  151b.  Soz.  ; 
Mr.  Riddell,  London,  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Armadale, 
sixteen  trout,  161b;  Mr.  Riley,  Colne,  Lancashire, 
five  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  Man- 
chester, ten  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Hutchison,  Liverpool, 
three  trout,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Major  Reid  (two  days),  twenty 
trout,  181b,  8oz.;  Mr.  Hardy,  Alnwick  (two days),  eighteen 
trout,  lylb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gilchrist,  Edinburgh,  fourteen 
trout, 151b  ;  Dr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  Glasgow,thirteen 
trout,  121b.;  Mr.  Annan,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  141b.; 
Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Gibb,  fifteen  trout,  121b.  8oz.; 
Mr.  Lyle  and  Mr.  Muir,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  Galloway,  twelve  trout,  121b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
Ayton,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Hislop,  Edin- 
burgh, five  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Adie,  Newport,  nine 
trout,  91b.     The  heaviest  trout  captured  during  the 
past  week  weighed  nearly  31b.    Nearly  all  the  above 
captures  were  made  with  fly. — Robert  Laing. 

Iioch  Ruthven. — The  following  baskets  have  been 
got  on  Loch  Ruthven  during  the  past  week.  On 
May  12,  W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty-six  trout,  141b. ;  Major 
Houghton  Hughan,  nineteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Millar, 
twenty-three,  101b.  On  13th,  W.  F.  Nelson,  ten,  41b.'; 
Major  Houghton  Hughan,  twenty-eight,  131b. ;  Jlessrs. 
Millar,  fifteen,  6|lb.  On  14th,  W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty- 
two,  7jlb.  ;  Major  Houghton  Hughan,  twenty-seven 
12JIb. ;  Messrs.  Millar,  sixteen,  6Jlb.  On  15th,  W.  F. 
Nelson,  forty,  181b. ;  Major  Houghton  Hughan,  twenty- 
two,  9|lb.  ;  Messrs.  Millar,  twenty-four,  101b.  On  16th, 
W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty,  GJlb. ;  Major  Houghton  Hughan, 
twenty-two,  15Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Millar,  twelve,  4Jlb. 
Major  Houghton  Hughan  caught  on  the  16th  a  beauti- 
fully formed  trout  weighiiig  5Jlb.,  length  23in.,  girth 
13in. — J.  Grajham  &  Co. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.)— On  May  10  Miss  Sten- 
house  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  the  16th  two 
salmon  of  171b.  and  141b.  On  the  IGth  Mr.  Trevor- 
Davies  had  ten  trout,  41b.  ;  on  the  17th  fifteen  trout, 
5aib.,  on  the  19th  eighteen  trout,  7^Ib.  On  the  20th 
Mr.  Knight  had  one  salmon  of  16lb.,  and  six  trout, 
61b.— H.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On  12th, 
Mr.  Alison  Johnston,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  one  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  0.  On  13th,  Mr.  Gill  landed  three  salmon  on 
No.  1 ;  Mr.  Corpet,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2  ; 
and  Colonel  Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4.  On 
14th,  Mr.  Gill,  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Corpet, 
one  on  No.  3  ;  Colonel  Fryer,  one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  G.    On  15th, 
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In  this  book  is  given  such  advice  as  may  enable 
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fish  in  a  sporting  way  with  fly,  prawn,  minnow, 
worms,  &c.  In  speaking  of  hotels,  conveyances, 
accommodation,  routes,  and  means  of  getting  per- 
mission to  lish,  the  author  has  consulted  the  latest 
and  all  available  authorities,  and  can  confidently 
say  that  during  the  few  months  of  my  absence  from 
Ireland  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  these 
matters. 
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Mr.  Campbell  had  one  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Gill,  one  on 
No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Corpet,  two — one  a  beauty  of  171b. — 
on  No.  5.  On  16th,  Colonel  Fryer  got  one  on  No.  1  ; 
Mr.  Gill,  one  on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  Alison  Johnston^ 
one  on  No.  6.  On  17th,  Colonel  Fryer  had  one  on 
No.  2 ;  Mr.  Campbell,  two— one  of  them  a  beauty  of 
151b. — on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  two,  on  Nos.  4  and  6. 
Weather  still  very  unfavourable — north-east  winds 
with  occasional  showers  of  snow. — B. 

IToxth-East  of  Scotland. — Matters  have  improved 
greatly  since  last  week.  Such  a  time  of  hail,  ice, 
snow,  and  frost  in  the  beginning  of  May  has  never 
been  before  experienced  in  the  north  of  Scotland  in 
the  memory  of  anyone  living.  An  old  angler  of  nigh 
four-score  and  ten  (Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar, 
K.C.B.)  said  the  other  day  that  he  does  not  remember 
having  seen  the  like  of  it  in  his  day  and  generation  on 
Deeside.  His  two  sons  are  fishing  the  Com- 
monty,  and  have  been  occasionally  successful. 
Lord  Dudley  is  at  Braemar,  having  gone  up  on 
Sunday  with  the  Countess  and  suite,  but  has  hardly 
got  a  line  out  as  yet.  On  the  Ballater  water  Mr. 
Bristowe  and  party  are  in  the  same  predicament. 
On  the  Glentana  waters  Mr.  Coates  has  had  an 
occasional  fish,  and  Sir  Henry  Meredith  had  two 
on  Thursday  (May  15)  of  161b.  and  251b.  on  the 
Carlogie  water,  the  latter  being  the  heaviest  fish 
got  this  season  to  the  rod  on  the  Dee.  On  the  Aboyne 
waters  Mr.  Barclay  had  three  of  91b.,  141b.,  and  151b., 
but  on  Dess,  Ballogie,  Borrowstone  only  an  occasional 
fish  is  being  got.  On  the  Sluie  water  Mr.  J.  E.  Booth 
and  Mr.  E.  Booth,  Manchester,  have  not  met  with 
much  success  as  yet.  However,  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  about,  and  with  more  genial  weather  matters  will 
certainly  change.  Trout  anglers  fairly  out  of  it. — G.M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Trout  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  good.  On  May  14  Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle, 
in  a  few  hours  on  Upper  Shin  got  seven  trout,  41b. 
On  May  15,  half  day  only,  twenty  trout,  8f  lb. ;  on 
May  16,  for  a  few  hours,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  and  on  May 
19,  two  hours  only,  seven  trout,  31b. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — These  rivers  remain  still 
small,  and  there  has  been  little  sport  on  some  of 
the  streams.  East  winds  continue,  and  trout 
have  been  rising  very  indiSerently  for  some  time 
past.  In  the  Annan  a  few  small  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  caught,  but  at  the  best  the 
sport  is  poor  at  present,  and  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  improvement  until  well  on  in  June,  when 
there  should  be  some  sea-trout  in  the  river.  They  are 
migrating  very  slowly,  and  the  Solway  nets  are  having 
small  catches.  At  one  of  the  principal  salmon 
fisheries  in  the  Firth  with  miles  of  salmon  nets  only 
one  box  was  taken  on  Monday.  It  is  many  years 
since  salmon  and  sea  trout  were  so  scarce  at 
the  end  of  May.  The  fishermen  are  not  very 
hopeful  of  the  sea  trout  season  proving  a  good 
one,  though  they  say  that  a  twenty-four  hours' 
rain  may  yet  bring  a  good  run  of  fish.  In  the 
Nith  last  week  end  a  Sanquhar  angler  killed  a  fine 
clean  run  sea  trout  of  ijlb.,  and  another  rod  had  one 
of  lilb.  in  the  same  water.  Lower  down  not  much 
has  been  done,  and  no  reports  reach  me  this  week 
from  the  Mid  Nithsdale  portion.  The  chief  tribu- 
taries of  the  Nith  are  very  small  and  angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill  for  about  a  fortnight. 
In  the  Galloway  district  nothing  is  being  done 
this  week  on  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry.  In  the 
Ayrshire  part  of  the  country  a  few  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  clear  water  worm.  On  Loch  Doon 
two  visitors  had  forty-six  yellow  trout  with  fly,  and 
another  rod  had  a  smaller  basket.  The  weather  is  too 
cold,  and  there  is  no  rise  of  fly  on  the  loohs.— 
Heatherbeld. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  is  in  good  order, 
but  with  the  weather  as  cold  and  stormy  as  has  been 
experienced  at  this  season  for  the  past  nine  and  twenty 


years,  anglers  have  not  much  inducement  to  persevere 
From  the  Aberlour  water,  on  Friday  (May  16),  Mr 
Bannerman,  Lynnbury,  grassed  a  salmon  of  'gib. , 
from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Wednesday,  one  of 
71b.  was  landed;  and  from  the  Rothies  water,  Mr. 
John  Dallas,  fisherman,  had  two  of  171b.  and  61b. 
respectively. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 


BaUynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— Up  to  date 
the  netsmen  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  have 
destroyed  four  hundred  and  fifty  pike  in  Moghera- 
humlet  Lake.  Next  week  Cloontnagoolan  Lake, 
supposed  to  be  swarming  with  "bastes,"  will  be 
netted.  There  is  little  trouting  on  the  lakes  vet 
J.  A.  B.  ^ 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  north-east  wind  continues, 
with  frost  at  night  and  sunshine  in  the  daytime.  Few 
trout  are  rising  on  any  of  the  reaches,  as  there  are  no 
natural  flies  on  the  surface.  A  shoal  of  spring  salmon 
is  on  the  Antrim  coast,  but  the  low  temperature 
prevents  them  coming  into  the  river.  Messrs.  J.  W. 
Corry  and  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  who  are  staying  at  the 
Mercers'  Hotel,  Kilrea,  took  the  first  salmon  of  the 
season— two  beautiful  spring  fish,  of  141b.  and  131b. 
each,  Mr.  Maurice  Coates  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  on 
the  Caronroe  reach. — Daniel  O'Pbe. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  no  change  for 
the  better  in  the  weather,  which  remains  unnaturally 
cold  with  northerly  winds  and  sunny  skies.  On  May  16 
it  drizzled  all  day  and  coloured  the  streams  without 
raising  them  much.  On  the  Clady  Messrs.  Edward 
Hunter,  Jack  Nettleton,  and  James  A.  Barlowe  creeled 
a  couple  dozen  herring-sized  trout  each,  chiefly  on  Oak, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  Cow  Dung.  On  Saturday,  May  17, 
Mr.  P.  G.  Taylor  killed  five  trout  on  Crossgar ;  and 
Mr.  Morton,  seven,  averaging  Jib.  each.  On  Monro's 
Dam,  Mr.  S.  Faulkner  had  a  dozen  trout  in  two  davs 
—J.  A.  B.  ■' 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  sport  for  the  past  week.  A  good 
number  of  salmon  are  to  be  seen  on  most  of  the 
fisheries.  Anglers  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  time 
when  the  north-east  wind  goes.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyle. — Before  these  lines  are  in  print  many  a 
speckled  beauty  will  have  fallen  victim  to  the  lure 
of  the  Green  Drake.  Fly  has  been  well  up  on  Gara 
for  nearly  a  week,  but  to-day  (Thursday)  is  the  first 
soft  day  since  its  appearance,  and  Moyburg  is  the 
only  lake  that  trout  have  been  killed  on.  Col. 
Durrant  has  been  doing  fairly  well  on  Arrow,  ag  up 
to  May  15  he  got  nine  trout,  three  largest  were  6flb., 
4flb.,  and  4Jlb.  A  good  many  gentlemen  have  arrived 
from  England  and  Scotland,  and  for  the  nest  few 
days  I  hope  to  see  them  all  well  recompensed  ofi  Gara, 
it  being  the  first  lake  for  large  trout ;  Key  next,  about 
Saturday,  and  Arrow  Monday  or  Tuesday. — G.  Tayloh. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blackwater  and  the 
Ballinderry  are  in  fine  order,  yet  trout  fishing  rules 
dull,  the  north  winds  being  the  responsible  cause.  At 
the  close  of  the  week  bait  fishers  made  some  takes  on 
both  streams,  but  fly  fishing  this  week  was  not  much 
use. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During  the 
past  week  the  weather  was  again  very  cold  and  stormy, 
and  sport  in  consequence  was  poor.  A  good  many  nice 
trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers  on  the  river  ;  amongst 
the  most  successful  were  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  T.  Oak- 
shott,  the  Master  Crawfords,  Mr.  Miller,  ]\Ir.  Rutledge, 
etc.  Sir  W.  WilUams,  Captain  Williams,  Major 
Macking,  and  others  have  arrived  for  salmon  fishing 
on  the  river.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.  —  In  consequence  of  wild  and 
stormy  weather  angling  has  been  suspended  for  some 
days  on  the  majority  of  the  Kerry  rivers.  The  weather 
having  now  changed,  the  prospects  are  much  better, 
especially  for  the  earlier  waters  in  which  salmon  are 
reported  to  be  arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Killamey  Lakes  and  Rivers. — Owing  to  un- 
favourable weather  very  little  fishing  could  be  done  on 
the  lakes  since  last  report.  In  the  favourable  intervals, 
however,  some  fair  sport  was  had  at  salmon  on  the 
lakes,  but  little  or  nothing  was  done  on  the  rivers. 
Brown  trout  fishing  afiorded  generally  good  sport 
when  the  weather  gave  a  chance  to  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  cold  north-easterly  winds 
stiU  prevail,  and  few  anglers  think  it  worth  venturing 
out.  Heavy  showers  of  rain  continue  to  keep  the 
river  in  good  fishing  order ;  but  salmon  are  not 
taking  freely,  and  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  for 
the  past  week.  Until  a  mild  change  sets  in  little  sport 
can  be  expected. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Leenane.— On  May  15,  the  Rev.  U.  W.  Gresley, 
fishing  Errigg  from  Leenane  Hotel,  got  a  salmon  81b.] 
and  on  the  6th  he  caught  four  salmon,  301b.,  and  lost 
oiie.     There  are  plenty  of  fish  up  now,  and  river  is  in 

fair  order.    Tickets  are  available  per  day  or  week.  

R.  H.  McKeown. 

Longrli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last 
report  has  been  very  wild  and  wet,  and  but  little 
fishing  could  be  done  on  the  lakes.  On  Thursday,  on 
Lough  Currane,  James  Leary,  jun.,  had  a  salmon  of 
91b.   Trouting  has  been  confined  to  brown  trout  and 


sport  was  poor.  Peal  are  not  about  yet,  but  sea  trout 
are  arnvmg.— T.  J.  D. 

^°xf^^\^^^^  Corrib.— Weather  still  cold, 

ana  May  i  ly  not  appearing.  Three  anglers  fishing 
Mask,  and  three  anglers  fishing  Corrib,  from  Mount 
uable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  on  May  20  with  the  following 
results  :-The  former  three  caught  181b.  of  trout  on 
Mask,  and  the  latter  three  on  Corrib  got  211b.  of 
trout,  the  latter  lake  being  better  sheltered  on  north 
wind.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gresley  caught  the  largest 
trout  on  the  fly,  one  of  41b.— J.  A.  J. 

Lowgh  Melvin.— A  few  salmon  and  some  fair 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken  during  the  past  week,  but 
the  sport  generally  on  the  lake  was  not  so  good  as  in 
the  previous  week,  owing  to  the  cold,  unsettled 
weather.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Monaghan  Rivers.- The  streams  of  this  county 
are  in  fine  order,  but  the  weather  is  unpropitious.  On 
Saturday  (May  17),  Mr.  R.  Gibson  killed  five  trout 
and  on  Monday  (May  19),  six  trout  on  the  Oonnawarry 
and  Mr.  C.  D.  M.  Aleese  had  four  f-lb.  fish  on  the 
latter  day.  On  the  Blackwater  and  Sparke's  Lakes 
some  pike  were  got  by  local  men.  The  May  Fly  is 
rising  on  the  Blackwater,  and  Muckno  and  Sillan 
Lakes. — J.  A.  B. 

Moume  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 

Mourne  is  in  good  order  as  regards  colour  and  volume 
but  the  winds  continue  bitterly  cold.  On  Tuesday 
111  c^u*^®  waters  Mr.  Witherow  creeled  four 

^Ib.  fish,  and  on  other  parts  local  men  had  a  few  fish 
Trout  fishing  is  dull  an  the  Strule,  Glenelly,  Derg 
and  other  local  waters.  Pike  are  increasing  greatly  in 
the  Derg  and  Strule.- J.  A.  B.  e,  &  j 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Weather  cold,  N.E.  wind,  sport  fair.  Mr 
Bruce,  two  salmon,  91b.,  111b. ;  Mr.  Golden,  one  salmon, 
laib.,  one  grilse,  3^1b. ;  Mr.  Harris,  three  salmon,  9ilb 
12  b.,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Simon  Scroop,  two  salmon,  111b., 
Ibib  ;  one  grilse,  41b.  Fishing  the  loughs  from  the 
Anglers  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Mr.  S.  S.  had  twenty-five  trout 
largest  101b.,  a  beauty;  four  pike,  largest  101b  • 
Admiral  Sir  John  Hopkins  had  five  trout,  largest  2ilb.  •' 
Mr.  Sharp,  one  salmon,  121b.,  hooked  at  Cossy's  Rock 
and  several  nice  trout.  Weather  more  like  winter 
than  summer.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  on  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt ;  the  two  boatmen, 
BiUy  and  Jack,  had  two  pike,  171b.,  231b.— Pat 
Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Longrh  Derg  (KiUaloe).— During 
tne  past  week  we  have  experienced  most  disreputable 
weather.  Hailstorm?,  thunderstorms,  deluges  of  rain, 
and  chilling  north-east  winds.  Still  our  English 
visitors  have  realised  some  good  sport.  On  INIay  12, 
lo^L  ?■  "^'^y-  ^"^^  salmon,  381b.  and  341b.  On 
^-  Sperllng,  two,  271b.  and  141b.  On 
14th  Mr.  Wray,  four,  251b.,  151b.,  141b.,  and  91b. ;  Mr. 

«P,f  °?',„°'^^'  ICtli.   Mr.   Wray,  three, 

241b  141b.,  and  131b.  I  believe  a  few  other 
good-sized  fish  have  also  been  killed,  but  I 
have  not  been  furnished  with  particulars  of  the 
captures.  The  grilse  have  commenced  to  run  up 
Several  have  been  sporting  on  the  salmon  beats. 
During  the  last  thirty  years  I  have  not  received  more 
apphcations  from  English  anglers  for  salmon,  grilse 
and  trout-fishmg  than  during  the  last  month,  and  all 
from  readers  of  our  bonnie  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
the  cry  is  stiU  they  come.  My  preserves  are 
all  let,  and  both  of  my  fishing  lodc^es  fully 
occupied.  Amongst  those  who  have  taken  up 
at  Abbey  View  this  week  are  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley  of 
Birmingham,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  genial 
fishermen  that  ever  handled  a  rod.  This  is  Mr 
Thornley's  twenty-sixth  annual  visit  to  my  beloved 
.^?r,  dapping.    Also  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin, 

of  Walthamstow,  and  a  friend.  I  need  not  say  that 
the  first-named  gentleman  is  one  of  the  best  anglers 
in  England,  and  I  can  also  say  that  he  is  one  of  the 
most  genial,  good  sportsmen  I  have  ever  met.— S  J 
Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castle connell).— On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C 
Williams  killed  two  salmon.  151b.  and  27§lb. ;  on 
Prospect  Colonel  Townshend  killed  two  salmon,  '221b. 
and  24Jlb. ;  on  Newgarden  Miss  Townshend  killed 
three  sahnon,  111b.  141b.,  and  29ilb. ;  on  Hermitacre 
Lord  Massy  killed  three  sabnon,  24Jlb.,  261b  and 
14Jlb. ;  on  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  kiUed 
one  salmon,  211b. ;  on  the  Castle  Fishery  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  12ilb. ;  and  Mrs.  Ingham 
one  salmon  11  jib. ;  on  the  Worldsend  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  281b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
one  sahnon,  STJlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Enright  one  salmon,  191b. ; 
the  fisherman  one  salmon,  31Jlb. ;  on  Landscape  Mr. 
Claude  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  13Jlb.— John 
Enbight  &  Son. 


SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (May  14).— The  colonel  and  I  made  our 
trip  to  the  Venoge  between  Lausanne  and  the  Jura 
range  yesterday.  It  took  from  before  8  a.m.  to  after 
8  p.m.  to  go  and  return,  starting  from  Territet  Station. 
Operations  were  commenced  a  little  above  the  railway 
station  of  Cossonay,  and  ended  about  four  kilometres 
down  stream  at  that  of  Vufflens-la-ville.  The  river  is 
not  large,  but  lovely  with  densely  wooded  or  bushy 
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banks.  It  was  in  capital  fly  order,  running  over  clean 
gravel,  with  many  a  pool  and  race  and  stickle — often 
caused  by  fallen  trees — its  quiet  solitude  broken  rarely 
by  the  rasping  voice  of  a  jay,  the  flight  of  a  rook,  orihe 
bells,  post-horns,  and  whistles  of  passing  railway  trains 
every  few  minutes,  at  first  suggesting  constant  appeals 
to  one's  watch  lest  time  should  slip  by  too  rapidly. 
The  trout  seemed  hardly  numerous,  though  heavy  ones 
of  several  pounds  were  reported  to  be  taken  spinning 
with  natural  minnow  (artificial  ones  being  defendu)  ; 
none  of  those  we  interviewed  were  below  the  regulation 
7J  in.,  others  ranged  from  two  or  three  to  the  pound, 
being  handsome,  well-shaped  fish,  if  not  quite  so  thick 
or  sturdy  as  those  of  the  Stockalper.  Grayling  were 
heard  of  in  lower  parts  of  the  Venoge,  nearer  the  lake 
(of  Geneva),  and  there  is  a  fish  hatchery  further  up 
stream  in  the  direction  of .  La  Sarraz,  where  the  bank^' 
are  stated  to  be  more  open.  In  the  parts  which  came 
under  our  rods  and  observation,  walking  in  the  stream, 
with  or  without  waders,  and  using  a  very  short  rod, 
would  be  better  than  searching  for  gaps  in  the  jungle ; 
then  bags  of  over  a  dozen  or  two  might  be  easily 
possible.  As  it  was  want  of  acquaintance  with  the 
course  of  the  river,  and  mill  streams  branching  from  it, 
loss  of  a  fly  hook  and  landing  net,  forcing  a  way 
through  the  jungle,  getting  so  frequently  hung  up,  and 
ignorance  of  the  orthodox  flies,  reduced  results  to 
rather  less  than  a  dozen ;  but  these  were  all  nice  fish. 
The  colonel  found  a  Yellow  Dun  responded  to,  but 
mine  were — after  many  changes  of  droppers — all  taken 
on  two  sizes  of  Coch-y-bondhu  as  tail  fly.  Late  in 
the  evening  a  cyclist-angler  from  Lausanne  was  met 
with  who  showed  me  such  local  flies  as  he  found 
useful,  ranging  from  a  fairly  large  Stone  Fly  with 
stiff  wings  (whalebone?) — made  in  Germany — down 
to  very  tiny,  hackled  Grey  Midges  of  Italian  origin  on 
which  he  had  taken  large  trout.  Whilst  waiting  for  the 
train  home  at  the  Vufflens  Station  I  heard  of  another 
smaller  stream,  called  the  Sinoge,  at  a  short  distance 
over  the  cultivated  and  pine-wooded  hill  to  the  west, 
which  was  stated  to  be  full  of  good  sizeable  trout. 
Perhaps  if  the  Venoge  were  less  wooded  and  difficult 
to  fish  it  might  be  more  liable  to  malpractices. — 
Bknwyan.    [Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  continue  to  get 
good  sport  whenever  the  weather  is  favourable.  Those 
fish  are  apparently  very  numerous  around  here  at 
present,  but  very  little  has  been  seen  of  other  fish  so 
far.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last 
report  owing  to  unfavourable  weather.  A  change  has 
set  in,  however,  and  the  weather  and  water  conditions 
are  now  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  good  sport  is 
expected  henceforward. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  cold  northerly  winds  and 
calm  seas  (with  but  few  exceptions)  during  the  past 
fortnight.  A  few  boats  have  been  off  trying  for  pout 
whiting  but  very  little  doing.  The  Brighton  mackerel 
fleet  have  been  off  night  by  night  at  varying  distances 
from  the  shore,  but  as  yet  have  not  earned  their  salt, 
except  for  their  perseverance. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Pollack  are  now  giving 
fair  sport  at  and  around  this  station,  but  nothing  has 
been  done  among  other  fish.  Mackerel  are  arriving. 
Weather  now  very  fine  and  sea  smooth. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — We  have  had  very  stormy 
and  cold  weather  for  some  weeks  past,  and  sea  angling 
has,  in  consequence,  been  in  abeyance.— H. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  in  the 
fishing  way  this  week,  whether  it  is  on  account  of  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  or  not  I  cannot  say.  A  few 
pollack  have  been  taken  at  the  Breakwater,  but  not  in 
any  numbers.  The  long  looked  for  mackerel  are 
coming  closer  in  shore,  and  good  hauls  have  been 
made,  but  they  are  still  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Eddystone,  which  is  too  far  for  small  boats  to  venture 
during  this  unsettled  weather.  The  fish  that  have 
been  brought  in  are  very  large,  and  I  expect  a  good 
season  when  they  do  come  in  the  bay.  It  has  been 
too  squally  for  much  pier  fishing  as  yet,  but  from  the 
sheltered  jetties  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken. — 
William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymoutli. — The  state  of  the  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  anything  that  could  be  desired,  as 
regards  angling.  There  has  been  little  or  nothing 
done  in  the  harbour,  although  at  times  there  have 
been  heaps  of  mullet  about,  but  not  on  the  feed.  At 
the  Breakwater  several  nice  takes  of  pollack  have  been 
had  by  the  men  from  the  warships,  some  of  them  21b. 
and  31b.  apiece.  To  day  (May  21)  the  mackerel  are  in 
the  Bay  ;  one  boat  has  just  come  in  with  over  400. 
The  weather  is  somewhat  better  to-day — warm  and 
sunshine,  sea  calm. — A.  G.  Bowell. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
ApplicatioQ, 


Jlssociafions 

(Sphoial  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday 
next.  May  26,  at  8  p.m.  prompt.  The  dinner  to  be 
held  at  the  Wool  Exchange  Restaurant,  25-29, 
Coleman-street,  B.C.,  on  Saturday  (May  31)  at 
6.30  for  7  p.m.,  promises  to  be  a  success.  Mr. 
Philip  Geen  has  consented  to  occupy  the  chair,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Becket  the  vice-chair,  and  several  influential 
gentlemen  will  be  present.  Mr.  R.  Murx^hy  will  be 
presented  with  the  testimonial  which  Mr.  P.  A.  Gray 
primarily  instituted.  The  Association's  Challenge 
Trophy  will  be  exhibited,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
competition  briefly  outlined.  Mr.  E.  Davis  Hilton 
has  prepared  a  first-class  musical  entertainment, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  member  will  do  his 
utmost  to  make  the  dinner  a  success.  Applications 
for  tickets  (price  3s.)  must  reach  me  by  Thursday 
next,  May  29,  to  enable  me  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments. Members  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  dinner 
may  be  able  to  put  in  an  appearance  after  8.30. — R. 
G.  Woodruff. 


Acton  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  twenty-second  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  of  this  progressive  society  was  held  at  the 
George  and  Dragon  Hotel  on  May  14.  Mr.  W. 
Eydman  presided,  and  Mr.  F.  Foy  was  in  the  vice- 
chair.  After  the  dinner  (which  was  admirably 
served)  the  usual  loyal  and  other  toasts  were  given, 
and  in  proposing  continued  prosperity  to  the  Acton 
P.S.  the  chairman  referred  to  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  the  society.  "  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  there  was  no  pastime  in  the  world  in 
which  a  man  could  get  so  much  mental  relief  as 
from  a  day's  angling.  He  must  have  his  attention 
on  the  fishing  to  be  a  successful  angler  ;  it  also  bene- 
fited him  bodily,  and  helped  to  create  a  good  appe- 
tite. Mr.  Foy  (the  president),  in  an  admirable  speech, 
stated  that  thirty-six  prizes,  valued  at  about  as  many 
pounds,  had  been  won  during  the  season.  The 
prizes  having  been  awarded,  an  excellent  musical 
programme,  arranged  by  Mr.  Blake,  followed,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

Members  who  may  not  be  able  to  attend  on 
May  27,  but  who  may  wish  to  be  present  at  the 
supper  on  June  3,  should  (to  prevent  disappointment) 
apply  at  once  to  the  hon.  secretary  for  tickets,  as 
only  a  limited  number  can  be  issued.  The  secre- 
tary will  also  be  glad  to  receive  from  members  who 
are  prevented  attending  the  meeting  particulars  as 
to  privilege  ticket  required,  in  view  of  early  issue  by 
the  respective  associations. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Northern  Angling  Association — 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Thurstan,  divisional 
engineer  of  the  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway  Company,  a 
party  of  Bolton  anglers,  accompanied  by  the  general 
secretary  of  the  N.  A.  A.,  proceeded  to  Milnthorpe 
on  Saturday  last  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  fish 
between  Field  End  and  Mattinson's  bridges  on  the 
Lancaster  Canal.  The  party  was  met  by  Mr.  Hodge- 
son,  engineer  in  charge  of  the  canal,  who  conducted 
them  over  the  length,  and  gave  every  facility  for  the 
operations.  The  length  between  the  barriers  was 
first  swept  with  nets,  but  with  only  poor  results. 
The  nets  were  then  staked  on  either  side  of  the 
outlet  valve,  and  watched  during  the  night  in  case 
of  accident  through  pressure  of  water  or  weed. 
By  about  2  a.m.  on  Sunday  the  water  was  down 
sufiiciently  to  see  that  a  large  quantity  of  fish 
had  been  prevented  from  passing  through  the  valve. 
As  soon  as  the  water  got  low  enough,  Mr.  Hodgeson 
had  wire  netting  staked  round  the  outlet,  and  very 
kindly  instructed  his  men  to  erect  barriers  of  timber 
across  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  puddled  and  made 
water-tight,  so  as  to  keep  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
inches  of  water  in  the  canal.  The  nets  were  then 
removed,  washed,  and  laid  out  to  dry.  It  is 
difficult  to  properly  estimate  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  fish  saved,  but  there  were  many  thousand 
roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  with  numerous  pike,  some 
of  the  latter  being  very  large.  The  thanks  of  the 
Association  are  due  to  Mr,  Thurstan  and  Mr. 
Hodgeson  for  the  facilities  provided,  and  to  the 
Bolton  Anglers  for  use  of  nets. — Thos.  W.  Bedford, 
Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List. 

On  May  16  the  delegates  representing  the  societies 
affiliated  to  the  above  list  met  at  the  Hatcham 
Bros.  A.S.  for  their  annual  meeting.  All  the  officers 
were  re-elected,  and  £5  was  voted  towards  the  prizes 
out  of  the  collection  prize  fund  for  the  third  compe- 
tition to  be  held  at  Yalding.  The  next  meeting  of 
delegates  will  be  at  the  Duchess  A.S.,  Deverall 
Street,  Great  Dover  Street,  on  July  18,  to  receive 
reports  re  match  and  to  form  prize  list. — A.  G.  Smith. 


Jingling  '^iximes. 

May  26. 

Anglers'  Association :  Monthly  Delegate  meeting. 
May  27. 

Blaokfriars  A.S. ;  Annual  Dinner. 
May  28. 

Allason  United  :  Annual  Dinner. 
May  31. 

Anglers'  Association :  Dinner  at  the  Wool  Exchange. 


June  2. — Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 
„    3. — City  of  London  Piscatorials  :  Supper. 
„    3. — Stratford  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
„    5. — Queen's  A.S. :  Visit. 


THE  NEW  GAME  LAWS  OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 


An  abstract  of  these  laws  has  just  been  published  by 
the  Newfoundland  Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries, 
with  some  suggestions  on  hunting  and  fishing  in 
Newfoundland.    The  suggestions  say  : 

"To  those  who  propose  to  visit  this  colony  as 
sportsmen  or  tourists,  these  items  of  information 
may  be  useful.  Steamers  of  various  lines,  with  excel- 
lent passenger  accommodation,  frequently  leave 
Halifax  (Nova  Scotia)  for  St.  John's.  Allan  steamers 
sail  from  Philadelphia,  and  those  of  the  Red  Cross 
line  from  New  York  fortnightly  for  this  port ;  and 
the  steamship  Bruce  leaves  Sydney  tri-weekly  for 
Port-au-Basques.  The  distance  of  the  latter  trip  is  less 
than  100  miles  ;  time  six  to  eight  hours.  Licences  to 
hunt  deer  can  be  procured  from  game  wardens  or 
magistrates,  and  good  guides  engaged  at  Port-au- 
Basques,  Codroy,  St.  George's  Bay,  and  Bay  of  Islands, 
on  the  west  coast,  as  also  at  this  office  in  St.  John's. 
The  railway  runs  through,  or  near  to,  the  hunting 
country.  No  fee  is  charged  for  the  privilege  of  un- 
restricted fishing,  and  rods,  guns,  etc.,  are  admitted 
duty  free  under  bond.  In  addition  to  the  sport 
obtainable  on  the  west  coast  of  the  island,  the  two 
large  bays  of  Notre  Dame  and  Bonavista,  on  the 
north-east,  afford  unlimited  trout  and  salmon  fishing ; 
as  also  St.  Mary's,  Placentia,  Fortune,  and  Hermit- 
age bays  on  the  south  coast.  These  bays  are  of 
considerable  dimensions,  studded  with  innumerable 
islands,  and  harbours  land-locked  from  the  sea.  An 
excellent  line  of  steamers,  new,  with  all  modern 
improvements  for  the  comfort  of  passengers,  ply  on 
the  bays,  in  constant  touch  with  the  railway  line,  and 
coastwise  around  the  island  and  off  the  Labrador  shore, 
affording  an  excellent  opportunity  to  those  who  wish 
to  enjoy  a  cool,  bracing  atmosphere,  and  view  magni- 
ficent scenery.    Lodgings  can  be  obtained  at  all  points. 

"  Letters  of  inquiry  may  be  sent  to  the  Officer  oE 
Customs,  Port-au-Basques;  the  Magistrate,  Bay  of 
Islands  ;  the  Magistrate,  Bay  of  St.  George ;  the  Log 
Cabin,  George's  Lake.  The  Department  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries,  St.  John's,  will  be  pleased  to  answer  by 
letter  giving  any  further  information  required.  Postage 
to  and  from  the  United  States,  five  cents." — New  York 
Shooting  and  Fishing. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

8101.  Fritz  Ziegenspeck,  Liverpool.  Improvements 
in  or  connected  with  floats  for  fishing  hooks. 

8477.  Edgar  Maximilian  Baerlein,  Chancery-lane. 
Improvements  in  gaffs  and  landing  nets. 
23,296.  Pishing.  Patentee  :  C.  R.  lorns,  11,  Kyver- 
dale-road.  Stoke  Newington.  Rod  reels  and 
winches.  In  reels  of  the  Nottingham  type 
two  handles  are  mounted  at  different  radial 
distances  on  a  cross-bar,  one  end  of  which 
lies  between  the  up-turned  ends  of  a  metal 
strip  with  a  raised  portion  at  the  middle. 
When  the  bar  is  forced  on  the  portion  it 
sets  up  slight  friction  between  the  bar  and 
the  nut,  thus  preventing  over-running.  A 
pawl  is  fitted  on  the  inner  end  of  a  spindle 
mounted  in  a  tube  carried  by  one  of  the 
spokes  of  the  drum.  The  outer  end  of  this 
spindle  is  connected  by  a  crank  to  a  pin  in 
a  slot  in  the  cross-bar. 

9679.  Morris  Carswell,  jun.,  50,  Wellington-street, 
Glasgow.  Micrometer  for  gauging  fishing 
gut. 

9840.  Isabella  Mackintosh,  39,  Telford-road,  Inver- 
ness. Improved  buoy  for  fishing  nets  or 
lines  and  other  flotation  purposes. 

9458.  George  Dickie  Rutherford  Douglas,  96, 
Buchanan-street,  Glasgow.  Improvements 
in  and  relating  to  net  traps  for  catching 
fish. 

9667.  John  Alexander  Duthie  and  Alexander 
Spottiswood  Duthie,  Carradale,  Mannafield, 
Aberdeen.  Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
trawl  gear  and  trawl  nets. 
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TORTOISE  SHELL  MIXTURE 

i  lb.  Tins,  1/8. 

Of  many  mixtures  the  Best  and  Purest. 

NO    FOREIGJST    CAFITAL  ! 

W.  A.  &  A.  a  CHURCHMAN,  Ipstvich,  London,  and  Norwich. 


First-class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE^o7~5PORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 

Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO. ,  51,  Pall  Mall ;  Lumley 
Dowell,  16,  St.  .James's  Street,  S.  W  • 
OOOK  .S,  Ludgate  Circus ;  or  W.  E.  BOTT  & 
CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  e!c. 

ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 
HILL'SliOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  eo.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Six  miles  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
Oiley  river.  Five  miles  Trout  Fishina 
Stragar  river.  Two  splendid  Trout 
lakes  free  to  visitors.  Excellent  Sea 
Fishing.  Good  boats  and  boatmen. 
Beautiful  scenery. 


LONDON 


CBAKMIirO    OZFT  BOOK. 

6s.,  Claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubile' 

By  B.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  Cook,  M  a 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Pcmsonbjf  is  c<mimanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlingtm 
for  a  copy  of  his  Bandbook." 
,  „  „  .  "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
lor.  —Bnttsh  Weekly.  "  Far  superior  to  ordi 
nary  guides."— icmdon  Daily  Chronicle. 

'A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-The  Times. 

Every  visitor  to ^ondon  (aud  Rtsi  lent)  should  use 

THiED  EDITION, 
KEVISED,  58. 

and  I'lSsoTur  ^'f{^,^' 

ENVIRONS.    60  Illustrations. 

"  It  very  emphatically  tops  them  alV-Daily  Qraphic. 
Llangollen  :  Darlinoton  &  Co. 
Liondon  :  Simpkin,  M4Eshall  &  Co..  Ltd. 
Pans  and  New  York :  Brentano's. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Rjitwf  ^fv,^"^?™","?.""'  Brighton,  Kastbournf, 
Uastmgs,  Bath,  Wells,  Weston-super-Mi  re  Malvern 
Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells,  ^thyl,  LlaS-' 
Rp??"'    '^"i'^?,  <^'on™y.    Trefriw,  /esttaiog. 

Bettwsycoed,  L  angoUen  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth 
Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  i-wllheli.  Wye  f illey,  Severn 
Valley,  Norfolk  Broads.  Channei  Islands,  and  Isle  o" 
Wight,  should  use  Darhngton's  Handbooks,  1».  each. 
^^yX°i'A'=?r^'''"-""»T<"'  *  Co-  LlangoUen. 
PHOTOGKAPHS.-Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark. 
«nf  l**i7'  Cf^ece,  Turkey,  Pales 

tine,  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales.  U.,  I».  6d.,  and  2i 


Complete  List  post  free. 

nARLINGTON  ft  00..  LLANOOLLBN 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THH 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 
Half-Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 
Price  8s.  6d. 


KEATING  S 


POWDER 


^  KILLS 


FLMLCS.MOTHS  BEETLES. 


Tins  3d  6d.  Is- Bellows  9d 


ABBOnS' 


Manufacturers 
of 

Hig^h-class 


WADERS 

AND 


Wading  Trousers,  Stockings.  Combination   Waders,   Brogues,  &c. 
Waterproof  Coats,  Jackets,  Skirts,  Hats,  &c. 


PRICE  LIST  AND  PATTERNS  POST  FREE 

15,  QUEEN  STREET/""K  .c 


I  ENGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

I  will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing- 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  other 
departments  are:  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting.  ' 

WBEKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  $5  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO., 

23,  Finch    Lane   Cornhill,  London. 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.  S.  A. 


NO  MORE  WET  FEET 

13  unequaUed  for  waterproofing  boots,  and  pre- 
serves  fishing  tackle. 
Sample  tin,  1/- ;  post  free, 

BARKHAM  BROS,  22,  Fenchurch  St,  E.Cj 

Onee  used  Always  used. 


STRONG  NEW  BOATS 

FROM  ABROAD. 
Specially  Built  fop  Lake  and  Rivep 
Fishing,  £7. 
Apply,  C  12, 
85,  CADOGAN  GARDENS.  S.W; 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

London  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Ck) ,  Ltd 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Casli  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES    1/6  per  doz 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Gi-ip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  1  1  /fi 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

Sn^akeT^^''';!  ^  ^^^^^ 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings  lo  ft 

n  ft.  or  12  ft   '  ' 

BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD 

i  !"P,^T'  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft. 

If  with  Steel  Centre    ..        ..        "         "  ^^^^.^ 

N.B.—All  Rods  are  priced  complete  ivilh  Bags. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clipTw^/e^ch  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,    MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS 
3  yd.s.,  6d.,  Sd.  and  9d.  each.  ' 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


Mention 
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^offings  bp  f^e  iSiap. 

Me.  Enbight,  of  Castleconnell,  writes  : — "  I  regret 
to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Captain  Spencer 
Vansittart,  of  Coolbawn,  Castleconnell,  who  passed 
away  peacefully  on  Whit  Sunday.  The  deceased  was 
an  officer  in  the  1st  Royal  Scots  regiment,  and  had 
been  a  resident  in  Castleconnell  for  over  forty  years. 
An  ardent  angler,  he  possessed  a  grand  record  for  the 
quantity  of  salmon  he  killed  in  the  district.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Conservators, 
and  spared  neither  time  nor  expense  in  the  furtherance 
of  any  scheme  which  had  for  its  object  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fisheries.  The  deceased  had  attained  the 
ripe  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  death  is 
deservedly  regretted  in  the  locality,  where  he  was 
respected  for  his  kind  and  genial  manner  and  his 
many  charitable  acts." 


DiNNBES  and  suppers  are  the  order  of  the  day  and 
night.  It  is  awfully  kind  and  good  of  those  who  send 
me  so  many  nice  invitations,  but  I  must  keep  myself 
in  order  for  the  Coronation.  Now  my  good  friend 
Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars)  says  I  must  come  and  dine 
with  him  on  May  27  at  the  Imperial  Hotel.  The  great 
and  good  G.  H.  Shepherd  will  preside,  and  Mr. 
Musgrave  will  be  his  vis  d  vis.  That  means  a  jolly 
evening  for  aU  who  can  attend.  I  can  only  say,  "  I 
will  try." 


Then,  on  May  31,  with  (it  is  hoped)  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  in  the  chair,  there  will  be  a  reunion  of  members 
and  friends  of  the  London  Anglers'  Association  at  the 
'Wool  Exchange  Restaurant,  Coleman-street,  London 
Wall.  Covers  removed  at  seven.  That  best  of  good 
boys  (Secretary  Woodruff)  says  I  must  look  in.  Well, 
I'll  try ;  but  I  am  expected  to  dine  with  Captain 
Hewlett,  at  Newmarket,  at  the  same  time  and  date. 
Anyway,  I  wish  the  A. A.  continued  prosperity,  and  am 
sure  to  hear  that  a  right  royal  evening  was  spent. 


"  BiDE-A-WEE."  That  is  the  title  or  nom  de  guerre, 
or  what  you  like,  of  a  pretty  bungalow  at  Shoreham 
(Sussex)  where  I  am  commanded  by  "Felix  Penne  " 
to  put  in  an  appearance  on  June  1,  and  not  to  think 
of  coming  back  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorials  banquet  on  June  3,  to  be  held  at 
Queen  Anne's  Restaurant.  I  shall  still  say  "  I'll  try  1  " 
But,  as  Queen  Anne  is  dead  (according  to  various 
authentic  records),  I  hope  I  shall  not  be;  and,  if 
sufficiently  alive,  will  endeavour  to  be  present. 


Just  had  a  line  from  Killaloe.  Mr.  F.  Goodwin 
says  he  is  comfortably  quartered  at  Hurley's  (Abbey 
View),  and  that,  according  to  Oily  (I  mean  Hurley), 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  "  Drag."  are  two  of  his  twelve 
apostles.  That's  all  right.  I  believe  he's  a  Mick.  I 
also  hear  that  the  "Fly"  is  well  up,  but  the  cold 
winds  are  against  good  sport.  All  right,  Frank  ;  send 
me  some  nice  trout  (when  you  catch  them)  straight  to 
Drag  Mansion.  Salmon  would  be  preferable,  say 
about  161b.,  but  tell  S.  J.  H.  that  the  weather  is  also 
bitterly  cold  in  London,  and  that  we  could  do  with  it 
a  little  "  Otter." 


"  Back  in  ten  minutes  "—that  was  the  notice  I  saw 
posted  on  the  bungalow  owned  by  Mr.  H.  Ball  at  Deal, 
on  the  morning  ot  May  18.  I  thought  I  should  like  to 
have  a  day  or  two's  fishing,  but  no  boatman  could  be 
induced  to  take  me  out.  I  waited ;  the  Commodore 
and  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  came  back  just  in  time  for 
me  to  escape  one  of  the  most  terrific  deluges  and 
whirlwinds  I  ever  experienced.  So,  under  shelter, 
and  a  nice  cup  of  tea  and  a  cigar,  I  said,  "  'Tis  bright 
May  day  ! "  I  saw  dear  old  Ned  Hanger,  who  is 
bearing  up  bravely  under  his  recent  bereavement,  and 

lots  of  other  good  "  boys,"  and  came  back  Ashless. 

No  matter  ;  better,  brighter  days  are  in  store. 


"  Cuckoo,"  writing  in  the  DaAly  Mail,  asks  :  "  Can 
the  Meteorological  Office  refer  to  any  precedent  for  the 
weather  of  the  present  May?  My  oWn  notes  for  this 
part  of  Hertfordshire — not  one  of  the  coldest  parts  of 
England — work  out  as  follows  : — During  the  first 
twenty  days  of  this  month  the  wind  has  been  in  the 
north  for  fifteen  days.  For  the  first  fifteen  days  frost 
occurred  on  the  grass  every  night.  The  sheltered 
thermometer  has  never  reached  60  degrees,  whereas 
on  ten  separate  days  it  has  failed  to  reach  50  degrees. 
Vegetation  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill.  The 
young  growth  of  the  ivy,  ash,  and  other  trees  is  in 
many  instances  quite  destroyed,  while  the  damage  to 
early  potatoes,  fruit  blossom,  etc.,  is  beyond  calcula- 
tion. There  has  not  for  a  very  long  period  been  such 
an  unkind  May  as  this." 


It  is  said  that  grasshoppers  have  become  so  numer- 
ous at  Elvas,  Portugal,  that  the  farmers  in  the 
district  have  sent  to  Lisbon  asking  that  four  hundred 
soldiers  should  be  sent  to  help  them  in  exterminating 
the  pest. 


I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jeffery,  jun., 
from  the  front.  He,  like  his  father,  "  Straw  Hat,"  is 
a  keen  angler,  and,  when  not  fighting,  goes  fishing : — 

"  Deab  Drag. — Having  nothing  to  do  much  yester- 
day I  got  a  line  about  40  yards  long,  and  tied  a  stone 
on  the  end,  borrowing  a  hook,  and  did  a  patient  bit  of 
angling  in  the  Vaal,  but  the  fish  were  not  having  any, 
so  I  drew  a  blank.  Some  of  the  men  had  some  luck, 
one  or  two  of  the  fish  being  2Jf  feet  long.  The  river  is 
running  too  rapidly  for  us  to  try  our  luck  to-day. 
Our  tackle  is  not  up  to  much ;  but  the  fish  are  not 
educated  up  to  date,  and  hardly  know  what  a  rod  and 
line  are.  We  have  been  amusing  ourselves  swimming 
and  fishing.  1  had  another  attempt  at  the  latter,  and 
managed  to  capture  a  fish  just  over  a  foot  long,  but  he 
had  such  an  ugly  head  that  everyone  seemed  afraid  to 
touch  it.  I  had  a  good  many  more  bites,  but  as  my 
line  was  of  the  primitive  order,  and  my  hook  was  a 
bent  safety-pin,  they  all  got  away. 

*  sC  •  *  * 

"  If  they  were  going  to  stop  there  I  would  have 
asked  some  of  your  long  casters  (Mr.  Emery)  to  chuck 
them  over  a  ledger  or  two.  I  once  saw  Mr.  E.  throw 
across  the  line  from  Wimbledon.  Well,  it  is  only  a 
little  further  to  South  Africa,  and  the  gentleman 
named  above,  by  putting  a  little  oil  on  his  Silex  reel 
and  throwing  with  his  usual  accuracy,  could  easily  hit 
the  Royals'  Camp  at  Commando  Drift." 


Kingston-on-Thames  has  lately  filled  the  public 
eye  more  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the 
King  Edward  the  Elder  millenary  than  in  any  other 
way.  But  the  third  week  in  May  generally  sees  the 
river  on  both  sides  of  Kingston  Bridge  covered  with 
dinghies,  punts,  and  launches.  The  bitter  north 
winds  can  hardly  last  much  longer,  and  directly  a 
change  to  more  summer-like  conditions  occurs,  the 
Thames  will  lose  the  deserted  appearance  it  has  so 
far  worn.  The  latest  addition  to  Kingston's  many 
charms  is  a  new  tea  resort  and  restaurant,  erected  by 
Nuthalls  (Ltd.).  A  pleasant  garden  slopes  down  to 
the  river,  and  a  ladies'  band  plays  daily  in  the 
Rosebery  Hall.  It  is  a  piece  of  up-to-date  enterprise, 
designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  beat  class  of 
boating  people. 

***** 

The  following  verses,  dedicated  by  special  permis- 
sion to  his  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Dr.  W.  E.  St.  L. 
Finny,  and  written  by  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  may  be  of 
interest ; — 

Historic  power  now  stirs  the  ancient  town, 
Which  in  our  island  story  has  renown, 
A  Royal  Head,  a  thousand  years  ago. 
Received  the  crown,  in  Kingston's  midst,  and  so 
That  far-ofi  Coronation  has  the  spell 
That  must  upon  a  thinking  people  dwell, 
When  in  the  working  of  events,  this  year, 
A  thousand  from  our  Alfred's  son,  so  dear, 
Another  Edward— child  of  our  best  Queen — 
Shall  show  to  all  what  Coronations  mean, 
As  with  the  dream  of  other  days  complete 
He  leaves  the  palace  for  the  crowded  street. 
And  in  the  Abbey,  holy  and  profound. 
Is  monarch  of  an  endless  Empire  crowned. 
Let  Kingston  know  the  story  of  its  stone 
The  town,  possessing,  ripening  renown. 
Now  links  the  Coronation  of  the  past — 
The  Elder  Edward's  day,  far  in  the  vast 
Procession  of  the  years — with  that  proud  time 
When  Britain,  blest  in  all  her  magic  prime, 
Welcomes  Victoria's  son  and  he  doth  know 
Old  Kingston's  story  of  a  thousand  years  ago. 
When  Alfred's  heir  took  up  the  royal  theme. 
And  in  the  early  dimness  saw  the  gleam 
Grown  to  the  grandest  light  of  all  to-day, 
For  Elder  Edward,  in  that  early  sway. 
Took  on  the  task,  for  fifty  monarchs  more. 
Who,  one  by  one,  the  golden  symbol  bore ; 
And  now,  our  king,  continuing  the  fame 
Of  all  the  Coronations,  bears  the  name 
Of  him  whose  memory  lives  in  Kingston's  page 
The  honoured  monarch  of  a  distant  age. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  has  been 
drawing  large  audiences,  and  the  entire  show  is  to  be 
repeated  daily  next  week.  Busy  preparations  are 
being  made  for  the  coming  Coronation,  as  the  Aquarium 
frontage  afiords  seating  accommodation  for  some  500 
people,  deliberately  facing  the  entrance  to  the  Abbey. 


The  spectacle  of  a  professor  of  swimming  riding  on 
a  bicycle  into  the  ocean  has  suggested  to  Canon 
Atkinson,  of  Coventry,  the  idea  of  a  new  trade  for  the 
cycle  city — that  of  submarine  bicycles.  Says  he  : 
"  What  a  fascinating  enjoyment,  going  through  the 
sea  on  a  bike,  with  all  kinds  of  fishes  looking  on  in 

I admiration — how  superior  to  the  noise  and  dirt  of  the 
motor-car  1  I  must  see  about  taking  out  a  patent  to 
protect  my  idea." 


That  good  sportsman,  "  Benwyan,"  writes :  "  '  One 
lives  and  learns,'  as  the  tyro  said,  who,  under  sage 
expert  advice,  started  forth  to  fish  with  a  new  selection 
of  favourite  local  trout  flies,  carefully  folded  in  grocer's 
fly-papers,  as  '  a  specific  for  making  them  more 
fixative,'  and  he  found  it  so  in  divers  ways."  [Now,  I 
have  heard  of  trout  and  other  fish  which  went  down 
for  "  diver's "  reasons,  and  came  up  for  sun-ity 
reasons,  but  as  regards  "  grocer's  "  fly-papers,  I  believe 
a  "  grocer  "  mistake  one  could  not  make.] 


"  Semper  Vigilans  "  sends  me  the  following 
account  of  sport  in  Japan.  He  says  he  had  it  from 
a  Japanese  nobleman  with  whom  he  lunched  one  day : 
"  Up  to  the  year  1870  (only  thirty-one  years  ago)  the 
Feudal  system  still  prevailed  throughout  Japan.  All 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  then  carried  two  swords — a 
long  sword  and  a  shorter  weapon  more  like  a  dirk. 
My  friend  the  Count,  who  had  not  then  succeeded  to 
the  title,  was  staying  at  a  country  seat  in 
North  Japan,  where  salmon  are  abundant.  Whilst 
walking  with  his  usual  attendants  on  the  sea 
beach,  he  spied  a  shoal  of  salmon  heading  close 
in  shore  for  a  neighbouring  river.  Owing  to  the 
state  of  the  tide  and  the  steepness  of  the  shore,  the 
salmon  passed  within  arm's  reach  of  the  Count,  when, 
moved  by  a  sudden  impulse,  he  drew  his  long  sword 
and  made  one  slash  right  through  the  middle  of  the 
shoal.  It  was  a  great  slaughter,  for  his  attendants 
gathered  up  so  many  parts  of  fish  that  when  pieced 
together  it  turned  out  that  the  Count  had  slain  twelve 
fine  salmon  with  one  sword  out ! 


In  this  month's  Baily's  Magazine  "  Noss  Mayo " 
speaks  of  the  method  of  salmon  and  peel  fishing  in 
the  south-west  of  England  in  an  article  entitled 
"  Coiling  and  Casting  from  the  Reel."  In  Devon  and 
Cornwall  gathering  the  line  in  the  left  hand,  either 
for  playing  the  fish  or  getting  in  the  minnow — for 
artificial  minnow  fishing  is  the  most  prevalent  and  by 
no  means  the  least  artful  practice — is  the  only  perfect 
method.  The  rivers  are  comparatively  small,  they  are 
rapid  and  rocky,  and  the  banks,  the  trees,  and  the 
boulders  present  difficulties  which  would  make  casting 
out  from  the  reel,  and  playing  a  fish  therefrom, 
impracticable.  In  Scotland,  where  there  are  scarcely 
any  bank  obstructions  and  the  rivers  are  bigger,  the 
generally  observed  rule  is  to  make  an  overhead  or 
longitudinal  cast,  reeling  in  as  a  fish  is  struck  or  the 
minnow  is  brought  back,  and  the  whole  play  is  done 
with  the  rod  and  the  reel.  In  Devon  and  Cornwall, 
hampered  as  the  fisher  usually  is  with  trees  and  rocks, 
the  right  hand  takes  the  weight  of  the  fish  while  the 
left  hand  plays  it,  and  for  this  practice  "  Noss  Mayo  " 
claims  a  greater  skill  and  a  pleasanter  and  more 
exciting  battle. 


An  old  bed-ridden  fisherman  at  a  Scotch  watering- 
place  was  frequently  visited  during  his  last  illness  by 
a  kind-hearted  clergyman,  who  wore  one  of  those  close- 
fitting  clerical  waistcoats  which  button  behind.  The 
clergyman  saw  the  near  approach  of  death  one  day  in 
the  old  man's  face,  and  asked  him  if  his  mind  was 
perfectly  at  ease.  "  Oo,  ay,  I'm  a'  richt,"  came  the 
feeble  reply.  "  You  are  sure  there's  nothing  troubling 
you?  Do  not  be  afraid  to  tell  me."  The  old  man 
seemed  to  hesitate,  and  at  length,  with  a  faint  return 
of  animation,  said :  "  Weel,  there's  just  ane  thing  that 
troubles  me,  but  I  dinna  like  to  speak  o't."  "  Believe 
me  I  am  most  anxious  to  comfort  you,"  replied  the 
clergyman ;  "  tell  me  what  it  is  that  troubles  and 
perplexes  you."  "  Weel,  sir,  it's  just  this — I  canna 
for  the  life  o'  me  mak'  oot  hoo  yee  manage  to  get 
intae  that  weskit." 


How's  this  for  canine  sagacity  ?  It  refers  to  the 
wild  dogs  of  Madagascar,  who  roam  in  packs  over  the 
country.  Their  great  enemy  is  the  crocodile.  The 
dogs  in  their  excursions  having  to  swim  across  rivers 
have  discovered  a  way  of  giving  the  crocodiles  the 
slip.  They  gather  near  the  river  banks  and  set  up  a 
long,  long  howl.  The  crocodiles  come  swimming  up 
from  above  and  below  the  stream,  and  presently  jostle 
one  another  and  point  their  noses  above  the  water, 
rejoicing  over  the  feast  they  are  going  to  make.  As 
soon  as  all  the  crocodiles  of  the  neighbourhood  are 
gathered  together  the  dogs  bolt  helter-skelter  and 
cross  the  stream  three  or  four  hundred  yards  higher 
up.    The  crocodiles  always  arrive  too  late. 


Some  time  ago  a  man  presented  himself  before  the 
Liverpool  magistrates  with  the  following  tale  : — "  Me 

name  is  Patrick  O'Connor,  an'  I  lives  at    Street, 

an'  I  kapes  hens  in  my  cellar,  but  the  water-pipes  is 
burst,  an'  my  hens  is  all  drowned."  "  Well,  my  good 
man,  we  can  do  nothing  for  you ;  you  had  better 
apply  to  the  water  company,"  was  all  the  advice  he 
got.  A  few  days  later  the  same  man  appeared  with 
precisely  the  same  tale.  "  You  were  here  a  few  days 
ago,  and  we  advised  you  to  go  to  the  water  company. 
Did  you  do  so  ?  "  "I  did,  yer  honour."  "  And  what 
did  they  say  to  you  ?  "  "  They  told  me  to  kape  ducks  I  " 
[And  he  might  try  fish  also.]  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviiieial  Angling  |iotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Stephen's  Society  have  made  arrangements 
to  hold  their  annual  concert  in  aid  of  their  water- 
renting  and  prize  fund  at  the  Barton  Arms  Hotel, 
Aston  New  Town,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  17. 
Special  artists  have  been  engaged,  and  from  what  I 
can  hear  from  the  committee  they  intend  to  make 
the  affair  a  big  success.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president 
of  the  Birmingham  Association,  has  consented  to 
take  the  chair.  This  club  has  water  near  to 
Stratford-on-Avon,  but  they  have  decided  not 
to  be  affiliated  with  the  P.A.A.,  but  to  travel  to 
their  fishing  grounds  by  the  week-end  ticket.  Our 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  at  their  last  committee 
meeting  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  in 
the  canal  at  Penkridge ;  the  prize  list  will  be  a 
valuable  one,  and  a  large  number  of  competitors  will 
no  doubt  again  take  part  in  the  contest.  The  Hockley 
Piscatorials  who  meet  at  Mr.  Frank's,  the  Hope  and 
Anchor,  Hockley-street,  have  arranged  to  take  over 
Moseley  New  Pool.  This  pool  has  not  been  fished  for 
some  time  now,  only  for  pike ;  it  contains  some  good 
roach  and  perch,  and  also  some  fine  carp.  The  club  has 
its  full  complement  of  members,  all  of  which  are  looking 
forward  to  a  very  busy  time.  The  water  is  near  to 
the  city,  and  the  pool  will  be  open  for  Sunday  fishing. 
A  large  number  of  anglers  turned  out  during  the 
holidays,  but  very  little  was  done.  A  few  brace  of 
trout  were  taken  from  the  Severn  and  some  of  the 
private  streams,  but  the  weather  has  been  much  too 
cold  for  good  sport ;  it  has  only  been  during  midday 
that  the  fish  have  been  moving.  We  have  had  rain, 
hail,  and  some  slight  snow,  together  with  north- 
east winds,  and  as  long  as  this  weather  lasts 
nothing  of  importance  will  be  done.  The  waters 
are  all  in  good  condition,  but  we  require  much 
warmer  weather. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Whitsuntide  angling  so  far  in  this  district  has 
been  the  worst  for  sport  that  I  can  remember  for 
many  years  past,  for  although  the  river  Hull,  the 
Driffield  canal,  and  some  of  the  tributaries  have 
been  in  very  fair  condition  either  for  fly  fishing  or  for 
using  worm  or  miimows,  yet  the  weather  has  been 
so  bitterly  cold  at  times,  with  high  winds,  that 
only  in  the  most  sheltered  nooks  could  a  few  fish  be 
found,  and  then  chiefly  by  swimming  the  worm,  and 
at  the  club  matches,  which  took  pla<;e  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  river  between  Hull  Bridge  and 
Wawne,  little  was  done  at  any  of  them,  the  water 
being  so  turbulent  and  the  wind  so  strong  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  perceive  a  bite.  How- 
ever, most  of  our  local  waters  are  in  nice  trim, 
should  milder  weather  intervene,  and  happily  to-day 
(Wednesday)  the  weather,  although  showery,  is  much 
milder,  therefore  there  is  some  prospect  of  sport  this 
week  end,  especially  in  trout  fishing.  The  Globe 
Angling  Association  hold  their  annual  open  match  on 
the  river  at  Dunswell  on  Saturday  next  (May  31). 
FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  conservators  of  the  river  Eibble  have  found  it 
necessary  to  prosecute  two  anglers  who  neglected  taking 
out  the  necessary  licence.  This  time  it  is  not  the 
working  man,  bottom  angler  or  coarse  fisher,  but  a 
professor  and  a  reverend  gentleman,  both  from 
Liverpool.  The  magistrate  in  imposing  fines  of 
ten  shillings  and  costs  said,  "  Gentlemen  in  the 
position  of  defendants  were  expected  to  know 
better  than  working  men."  Our  rivers  are  not 
fishing  well,  and  in  fact  generally  neglected.  Here 
we_  have  the  Kibble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  all  of 
which  ought  to  be  fishing  well,  yet  not  worth  a  visit. 
There  are  several  reports  of  trout  and  fish  generally 
gorging  on  the  immature  May  Fly,  and  this  may 
account  for  such  a  poor  rise.  It  is  yet  far  too  early 
to  get  a  full  report  of  what  our  men  have  done  during 
the  holidays,  but  as  far  as  possible  the  report  is  any- 
thing but  exciting.  Perhaps  the  BoUin,  after  all  its 
drawbacks,  has  yielded  as  good  a  return  as  any.  There 
is  one  district  in  this  county  which  for  consistent 
enthusiasm  maintains  its  reputation.  Any  amount  of 
news  is  available,  but  no  room  left  in  these  limited 
notes. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

From  a  trout  fisherman's  point  of  view  th^T  weather 
could  not  possibly  have  been  worse  than  that  which 
prevailed  on  Monday,  when  a  succession  of  violent 
hailstorms  were  accompanied  by  a  piercingly  cold 
north-east  wind.  Needless  to  say  the  spirit  of  holiday 
anglers  was  considerably  depressed,  and  it  is  sur- 
prising that  any  rodster  ever  thought  of  patronising 
the  trout  streams  under  such  unfavourable  climatic 
conditions.  Saturday's  (May  17)  heavy  rain  caused  a 
slight  rise  in  most  waters,  but  it  improved  the  prospects 
rather  than  otherwise,  and  it  was  probably  on  this 
account  that  a  few  of  the  most  ardent  sportsmen 
ventured  out.    I  never  heard  of  anyone  operating 


with  the  fly,  in  fact  I  should  Imagine  It  would  have 
been  sheer  waste  of  time  to  have  attempted  to  take 
any  fish  in  this  way,  but  those  who  angled  up-stream 
with  the  maggot  captured  a  few  fish,  and  one  rod  in  a 
sheltered  position  accounted  for  two  and  a  half  brace 
in  the  evening,  which  was  exceptional  under  the 
conditions.  There  is  no  doubt  this  has  been  one  of 
the  worst  trout  fishing  seasons  experienced  for  many 
years,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  up  to  the 
present  there  have  not  been  more  than  half-a-dozen 
days  in  which  the  weather  has  been  what  may  be 
termed  distinctly  favourable  to  sport.  Angling  during 
the  Whitsun  holidays  may  consequently  be  written 
down  as  a  failure. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  our  great 
annual  holidays  will  be  over.  Despite  the  amount  of 
money  in  this  city,  and  what  many  persist  in  stating 
as  a  period  of  good  trade,  scarcity  of  cash  has 
prevented  lots  of  anglers  from  going  away.  Anyone 
at  the  recent  sale  of  fishing  tackle  in  this  city 
would  never  have  dreamt  that  money  was  a  scarce 
commodity.  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction,  and  if 
anybody  wanted  proof  of  this,  they  should  have 
been  at  this  sale,  and  seen  the  crowd  who 
were  desirous  of  buying  one  of  Hardy  Brothers' 
famous  rods.  To  suoh  an  extent  did  this  desire  exist 
that  in  two  cases  prices  in  excess  of  the  catalogue 
were  obtained.  One  rod,  eighteen  years  old  and  of  old 
pattern,  actually  sold  at  shillings  above  present  price, 
with  improved  pattern  of  fittings,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  at  least  another  rod.  Could  any  firm  wish 
for  a  better  guarantee  of  their  articles  '?  The  Union 
Chapel  Angling  Society  had  a  day  in  private  waters 
on  Whit-Monday,  and  contested  for  some  valuable 
prizes.  The  following  are  the  first  four  in  order  of 
merit :— Messrs.  C.  E.  Henshall,  R.  Leigh,  H.  Gurney, 
and  W.  Davenport.  All  fish  were  returned  to  the 
water  except  the  trout.  No  mention  is  made  of  the 
great  angler  "  Lily  "  in  the  prize  list. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  Whit-Monday  our  trout  anglers  had  a  terrible 
time,  for  what  with  cold,  boisterous  winds  and  frequent 
heavy  showers  they  were  scarcely  able  to  throw  a  line. 
Many  bottom  experts  journeyed  into  Derbyshire,  trying 
the  Derwent  and  its  tributaries,  but  they  fared  badly, 
although  they  found  a  little  colour  in  the  water.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Great  Syndicate  got  a  few  brace  with  the 
worm  on  the  lower  portions  of  that  stream,  and  several 
brace  were  shown  from  parts  of  the  Dover  Beck  where 
bottoming  is  allowed.  Nothing  has  so  far  been  done 
on  the  Trent,  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  and  Shardlow,  and 
members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society  must  hope 
for  warmer  nights  in  order  to  give  the  fly  a  trial. 
Since  my  last  report  was  written,  the  Trent,  through 
rain,  has  undergone  a  rise  of  about  a  couple  of  feet. 
It  will,  however,  do  good  as  regards  facilitating  the 
spawning  of  such  fish  as  roach,  chub,  and  bream.  The 
Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  have,  I  learn,  secured 
the  Shelford  waters  on  the  Trent  for  the  use  of  mem- 
bers. The  waters  hold  plenty  of  barbel,  chub,  dace, 
etc.,  and  I  heartily  congratulate  the  executive  on 
their  enterprise.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the 
weather  was  of  a  more  settled  character,  at  least  it 
was  warmer,  and  the  river  was  rapidly  running  in. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  very  rough  weather  this  week,  and  it 
has  been  very  variable — hail,  rain,  bright  sunshine, 
and  bitter  cold  winds,  so  cold  that  it  drove  some 
anglers  from  the  water,  and  on  Monday  it  was  wet  in 
the  morning,  but  turned  out  bright  with  occa- 
sional slight  showers,  and  many  rods  were  out. 
The  excursion  trains  from  Birmingham  and  elsewhere 
brought  a  lot  of  anglers  into  the  city,  but  sport  was 
wretchedly  bad,  and  many  returned  home  without 
taking  a  fish.  Some  of  the  fishing  stations  on  the 
Teme  were  well  patronised,  but  there  were  no  flies 
to  be  seen  on  the  water,  and  hardly  a  trout  was 
caught  with  the  fly  and  very  few  with  the  worm, 
and  so  far  as  sport  goes  it  was  one  of  the  most  unpro- 
ductive Whit-Mondays  ever  remembered.  On  Tuesday 
sport  was  better,  although  a  keen  northerly  wind  was 
blowing,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  much  warmer, 
and  some  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with 
worm  and  fly.  Blue  Dun  and  Alder  going  best.  Otters 
have  been  seen  on  several  streams  of  late  and  are 
evidently  on  the  increase,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Best,  jun.,  of  Holt  Castle,  has  shot 
two,  one  a  very  large  dog  otter,  on  the  Severn.  Salmon 
fishing  has  fallen  off  badly  ;  some  of  the  nets  have  not 
taken  a  fish  for  weeks.    The  Upton-on-Severn  Angling 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Indisputable 
remedies.  In  the  use  of  tliese  medicaments  there  need  be  no 
hesitation  or  douljt  of  theii-  cooling,  healing,  and  purifying 
properties.  The  Ointment  stands  unrivalled  in  relieving,  heal" 
ing,  and  thoroughly  curing  the  most  inveterate  sores  an(i  ulcers, 
and  in  cases  of  bad  legs  and  bad  breasts  they  act  as  a  charm. 
Tlie  PiUs  are  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  cure  of  liver 
complaints,  which  derange  all  the  proper  functions  of  the 
organs  affected,  inducing  restlessness,  melancholy,  weariness, 
inability  to  sleep,  pain  in  the  side,  etc.  These  wonderful  Pills, 
if  taken  according  to  the  printed  directions  accompanying  each 
box,  strike  at  the  root  of  the  malady  and  stimulate  the  stomach 
and  liver  into  a  healthy  action. 


Club  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Ball  Hotel  on 
Monday  evening  (May  19),  the  firesident.  Dr.  Montford, 
m  the  chair,  and  there  were  present  Mr.  K  Wingfield, 
general  secretary  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association,  Messrs.  John  Gibbs,  W.  Farr, 
C.  H.  Farr,  H.  Beard  (sec),  F.  W.  James  (treasurer), 
W.  T.  Walton,  A.  Coombs,  G.  Weston,  G.  New,  H. 
Edwards,  E.  Griffin,  W.  S.  Oikley,  Geo.  Price,  T. 
Smith,  and  about  forty  others.  The  president  expressed 
the  pleasure  he  felt  at  seeing  so  many  members  present, 
and  trusted  the  club  would  progress.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  Beard,  read  the  balance  sheet,  which  was  accepted 
and  considered  very  satisfactory,  Mr.  Walton  testifying 
to  its  correctness  and  the  difficulty  of  piloting  the  club 
through  the  past  season  to  such  a  successful  issue. 
The  election  of  oflicers  then  took  place. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  atmosphere  and  the  water  are  still  too  cold  for 
successful  angling,  and  until  warm  and  mild  weather 
comes  to  stay  prospects  are  not  likely  to  materially 
improve.  Reports  vary  very  little  in  this  con- 
nection. The  Swale  is  soon  affected,  and  the 
recent  rains,  though  light,  put  the  river  and  its 
tributaries  into  good  condition,  which  enabled  some 
fine  trout  to  be  caught.  Bedale  Beck  has  latterly 
had  a  great  deal  of  snow  broth  to  get  rid  of,  and  until 
it  has  had  a  thorough  wash  out  fishing  will  not 
improve  much.  The  Ure  has  not  been  appreciably 
affected  by  the  rains.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Boroughbridge  only  the  most  ardent  anglers  have 
made  headway,  although  a  good  many  have  been  out. 
The  trout  season  in  that  locality  has  certainly  not 
been  a  great  success  so  far.  The  Dove  and  Hodge 
(Kirbymoorside  waters)  have  both  been  improved  by 
the  rains,  and  anglers  are  on  the  look-out  for  the  May 
Fly.  The  Otley  lengths  of  the  Wharfe  have  again  run 
low  and  clear,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  rain  which 
fell  last  week-end.  Sport  on  the  Esk  is  described 
by  Whitby  anglers  as  being  the  poorest  experienced 
since  the  beginning  of  the  season.  On  account  of 
extensive  lock  and  weir  repairs,  the  Derwent  is  to  be 
drawn  off  for  a  considerable  period  during  the  summer. 
Rodmen  in  the  habit  of  fishing  that  stream  and  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Rye  are  much  concerned  about  the 
announcement  lest  the  work  should  entail  interference 
with  the  navigation  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
river  from  Sutton  Dam  to  Malton.  It  has  been  usual 
on  similar  occasions  to  draw  the  water  off  in  sections, 
which  is  much  the  more  preferable  course. 


THE  SALE  OF  SALMON". 


At  Marylebone  police-court  on  Thursday  (.May  15) 
Mr.  Sidney  Jones,  of  Carisbrooke  Cottage,  Elsworthy- 
road,  Hampstead,  was  fined  20i.,  with  five  guineas 
costs,  for  having  five  salmon  in  his  possession  for  sale 
at  Euston  Station  in  January  last.  The  defendant 
had  the  right  of  fishing  Stanley  Water  on  the  Tay,  in 
Scotland.  He  caught  the  fish  and  sent  them  in 
separate  packages  addressed  to  his  secretary,  who, 
acting  upon  his  instructions,  offered  them  for  sale  to 
a  fishmonger.  The  proceedings  were  taken  at  the 
instance  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  but  it  was 
admitted  that  the  defendant  had  not  wilfully  offended 
against  the  Act,  which  made  it  illegal  for  anyone  to 
be  in  possession  of  salmon  for  sale  between  Sept.  3 
and  Feb.  1.— Lloyd's  Weekly  News. 


A  REMARKABLE  TRIO  OF  SALMON. 


[To  the  Editor  of  tlie  Times.] 
Sib, — Avery  remarkable  tiio  of  salmon  were  on  view 
to-day  at  Mr.  Grove's  famous  shop  in  Bond-street. 
They  came  from  Norway,  and  weighed  together  157^1b. 
The  biggest  weighed  561b.,  measured  4s|in.  in  length 
and  28iin.  in  girth.  The  next  scaled  5,5Jlb.,  measured 
51in.  in  length  and  29in.  in  girth.  The  third  fish 
weighed  461b.,  measured  48in.  in  length  and  26in.  in 
girth. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  here  that  in  18S9  I 
had  the  opportunity  of  taking  one  day  at  Mr.  Grove's 
the  dimensions  of  three  Rhine  salmon  which  formed  a 
trio  little  less  notable.  They  were  all  male  fish  and 
were  in  excellent  condition.  The  heaviest  nearly 
turned  the  soale  at  551b.  In  length  it  measured  ol^iu. ; 
in  girth  28in.  The  largest  of  the  two  other  fish  scaled 
just  4Joz.  under  the  501b.  It  measured  47.Mn.  in 
length  and  27|in.  in  girth.  The  other  salmon  was  Goz. 
under  the  501b.,  and  measured  in  length  -ITiu.,  and  in 
girth  27in.  I  remember  that  at  the  time  I  saw  these 
fish  I  remarked  a  great  similarity  in  appearance 
between  the  two  latter,  and,  for  the  nonce,  I  dubbed 
them  "  twin  brothers."  It  slxould  be  remembered  that 
salmon  lose  considerably  in  weight  during  transit. 
These  Norwegian  and  Rhine  fish  take  some  time  to 
reach  London,  and  doubtless  scaled  considerably 
heavier  when  first  taken  out  of  the  water  than  when 
I  handled  them  In  Bond-street.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  Norway  salmon  which  Mr.  Grove  received  this 
morning  were  lighter  when  I  measured  them  in  the 
afternoon.  Henry  Ffeunell. 

May  20. 
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AIJOLERS^   HOTELS,    FISHIJJQ   QUARTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
jirivilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
I'ishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
I'ishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Clffices  in  the  Hotel.  'Postin 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 
  WJl.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel 
  D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  EILREA,  co,  DERRY 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  ]!aths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Kooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Incliard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHIXG.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Postinj: 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishin„ 
Tackle,  itc.  All  communications  promplty 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  tlience 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  c 
fortnightly.    Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE  WORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TV  CEOES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coion  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reciuest. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant,  Pro- 
prietor. 

BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  wallis  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.  Apply— 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rcfus), 
SIMOffSBATH,  EXMOOR. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terns 
ou  application.   R.  M.  MoYLE,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


90-. 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing-  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4|  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


S.  WALES. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


Swag  Hotel jeqturyjorcesferslilre. 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor 


FREE  FISHING 


in 


for  Visitors 
Hotel. 


staying 


LOCH  KATRINE    STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T'lis  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beantifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rot)  Roy  s  country,  Glengyleand  the  romantic  ^n-aveyard  of  Clan  Oregor being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  flshnig  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  Tlie  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
sevenal  hill  loohs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  Ihe  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  kich  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Tiossacbs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  May  on  loch  Awe, 
loch  Nant  and  loch  Jloon.  To  save  disappoint- 
ment, wire  or  write  e.arly  to  secure  rooms  and 
boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenaii,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Tayclu-eggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First -class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Inclusive  Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week 
W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. ' 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Invepness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 
loch  Ness.  Opened  llth  February.  Free 
to  Visitors.  Good  Boats  and  Boatmen. 
Terms  moderate. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED) 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILUN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  16th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J 
Maisey,  KiUin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
&ood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OP  Fish. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 

Closed  during: 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

  per  day  1/0 

  2/6 

the  Fence  Season, 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 

Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lai(e,  2  miles  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing:  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 

UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neiglibourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  pep 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  GrifHths,  Frensliam  Pond,  Surrey." 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn" 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.   Good  Accom- 
modation.    Jloderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL.  Proprletop. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station. 
This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  "  famous 
pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  mineral  well." 
Good  spring  Salmon  fishing  opened  15th 
January.  Trout  fishing  free.— Paul  B. 
Macphail,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiaids;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
<fcc.— Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trent, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  tlie  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  bauks  of  the  river  Dochart, 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  ; 
SIX  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart.  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNAUGIITON,  Proprietor. 


MAY  FLY  ON  ABOUT  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


Mat  24,  1902 

ENOEMOUS  INCREASE  OF  EUROPEAN 
CARP  IN  AMERICA. 


The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Illinois  Fishermen's 
Association  for  the  year  ending  December  31  1901 
compiled  from  reports  received  from  twenty-eight 
shipping  points,  mostly  along  the  Illinois  river,  shows 
shipments  of  fish  were  made  aggregating  11,542,6201b 
total  value  374,570  dols.  Fishermen  residing  on  the 
Wabash  and  Ohio  rivers,  who  are  not  members  of  the 
association,  and  from  whom  no  reports  could  be 
obtained,  made  shipments  estimated  at  3,000,0001b., 
and  110,0001b.  German  carp  were  taken  from  Fox 
Lake,  bringing  the  total  catch  by  commercial  fisher- 
ir  en,  in  what  may  be  termed  the  inland  fisheries  of 
Illinois,  close  to  the  enormous  weight  of  15  000  0001b 
J3y  estimating  the  value  of  the  fish  not  included  in  the 
report  of  the  Illinois  Fishermen's  Association  at  the 
average  price  per  pound,  as  easily  ascertained  from  the 
figures  of  that  report,  the  value  of  the  total  catch  will 
be  seen  to  have  been  about  470,000  dols. 

As  has  been  the  case  in  the  reports  of  late 
years,  the  coarse  fishes  form  by  far  the  larger 
carp  heading  the  list 
with  5,780,2001b.,  value  173,406  dols.  The  buffalo  fish 
comes  next  with  3,169,5001b.,  value  95,085  dols  In 
short,  over  three-quarters  of  the  entire  weight  of  the 
shipments  reported  was  made  up  by  these  two  species 
and  the  value  was  not  quite  the  same  proportion  of 

7^^ot^,t  -  ^''^  ""^^^^  °^  ^^^""^  ^ass  was  reported  at 
45,8201b  value  4582  dols.  The  anglers,  who  have  no 
use  for  the  dogfish,  will  be  pleased  to  note  that  the 
a^K^mu  IP^''^®'  523,0001b.,  an  increase  of 
bl,5001b.  over  the  catch  of  the  previous  year 

^^'^  '^^^'^^  °^  '^arp  and  bufialo  fish  was 
about  500,0001b.  less  than  that  of  the  previous  fishing 
season  may  or  may  not  be  an  indication  that  thi 
fisheries  are  reducing  the  numbers  of  those  species— 
existing  conditions  may  have  affected  the  size  of  the 
catch.    But  the  enormous  weight  taken  and  sent  to 
various  markets  throughout  the  country  is  evidence  of 
the  necessity  for  permitting  the  seining  of  the  German 
carp  and  buffalo  fish  in  the  navigable  waters  of 
Illinois,  for  these  two  species  cannot  be  caught  in 
quantities  except  in  nets,  and  if  allowed  to  propagate 
unrestrictedly  for  a  few  years  probably  the  Illinois 
T^^u""^^^  contain  few  other  and  better  varieties. 
And  the  importance  of  an  industry  that  gives  emplov- 
ment  to  a  large  number  of  men  in  Illinois  and  distri- 
butes throughout  the  country  fish  which  bring  in  at 
wholesale  rates,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
should  not  be  under-estimated .    The  State  of  Illinois' 
through  Its  Legislature,  could  not  have  ignored  the 
rights  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  fish  industry  along 
the  Illinois  river,  by  prohibiting   seining  on  that 
s.ream  as  some  parties  who  claimed  to  represent  the 
interests  of  anglers  endeavoured  to  have  it  do  but  a 
year  or  so  since  ;  and  surely  the  rights  of  the  men  who 
r-     ?^  1^°'^*'  ^^"'^  been  conserved  by  legisla- 

tion that  would  protect  the  coarse  fishes  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  permit  them  to  propagate  in  almost 
countless  numbers,  and  perhaps  eventually  exclude 
game  fishes  from  the  stream. 

Abundant  testimony  has  been  given  regarding  the 
grubbing  propensities  of  the  German  carp.  It  roots 
and  digs  away  roiling  the  water  in  its  constant  pursuit 
of  food,  until  the  stream  that  once  was  fairly  clear  and 
pleasant  to  look  upon  becomes  a  sewer-like  stretch  of 
muddy  water,  and  most  of  the  gamy  river  bass  are  com- 
pelled to  flee  for  self-preservation.  Such  a  stream  is 
the  upper  part  of  the  Kankakee  River,  in  Indiana,  once 
a  famous  bass  fishing  ground.  Recently  Deputy  Game 
Warden  G  W.  Davis,  of  Lowell,  Ind.,  stated  that  when 
the  flats  along  that  river  are  overflowed  vast  numbers 
of  these  carps  may  be  seen  in  the  shallow  water 
literally  standing  on  their  heads,  rooting  like  a  drove 
of  hogs;  and  that  when  the  water  has  receded  the 
bottoms  will  be  found  denuded  of  the  sod  formerlv 
covering  them.  Also,  that  upon  the  Kankakee,  where 
once  the  angler  was  sure  of  fine  sport  with  the  gamy 
bronze-backer,  now  one  must  work  faithfully  and 
strenuously  to  secure  an  occasional  bass.  What  is 
said  of  the  Kankakee  undoubtedly  will  be  found  true 
of  other  streams  and  in  other  States. 

The  belief  has  become  general  that  the  introduction 
of  the  German  carp  into  waters  in  this  country,  whence 

Tb? Wf'Fi^'?^.f '  T,^^'  judgment 
The  fact  that  the  Illinois  Fish  Commission  has  per- 
mitted the  seining  of  carp  to  be  carried  on  in  Fox 
Lake  under  the  supervision  of  its  official  wardens 
late  in  the  fall  for  two  seasons  seems  to  indicate  a 
belief  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  that  a  reduction 
of  that  species  was  desirable.  And  the  contention  of 
the  I  inois  Commissioners  for  a  seining  season  upon 
the  Illinois  river  further  evidences  that  belief  The 
German  carp  is  here,  but  must  not  be  allowed  to  over- 
run our  waters  to  the  exclusion  of  better  varieties  of 
npr,;^?  i?en  recognise  the  necessity  of 

E  K      Its  capture  by  the  only  practicable  method 

fTffl  w  "^".f  tli°se  who  desire 

the  fish  for  that  purpose. 

inSnfi*f^'''*^^'"T'^°^  association  seems  to 
mdioate  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  black  bass  in 
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the  Illinois  river.  In  Section  18  of  the  fish  law  in  force 
on  July  1  1901  it  is  declared  to  be  unlawful  to  seine 
net,  or  kill  black  bass  in  any  of  the  waters  or  water 
courses  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
at  any  time  except  by  hook  and  line.  If  the  45  8201b 
of  black  bass  the  report  shows  were  shipped  were  caught 
with  hook  and  line,  as  presumably  the  fishes  were 
bass  must  be  plentiful  in  the  Illinois  river  waters  and 
anglers  should  find  good  sport  therein.-^me/ican 
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ANSWEES  TO  COREESPONDENTS. 

■a  '^■/>?''  ^^^^'^  °f  the  "  Floating  Coch-y- 

Bondhu"  IS  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  Ellerslie,  Solihull. 
Gazette]  ^^^^''^^^^^^^^  cover  of  the  Fishing 


Xetters  to  tbc  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opvmons 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

THE  "EMSLIE"  JOINT. 
Dear  Sie,— With  regard  to  the  joint  illustrated  as 
new,  1  send  you  a  rod  so  fitted  which  was  made  here 
and  has  been  m  use  some  five  years;  but  twenty  years 
ago  we  made  these  joints  on  what  we  called  our  Nor 
wegian  rod. 

Now  my  opinion,  after  a  long,  long  study  of  the 
Hundred  and  one  ways  a  joint  can  be  fixed  together,  is 
unless  you  can  by  the  usual  screw  twist  undo  your 
joint  in  the  dark  or  when  it  gets  stuck  by  the  natural 
leverage  given  by  the  motion  between  the  hands  it 
never  can  be  a  success.  The  joint  in  question  is  as 
oia  as  the  bayonet,  and  is  what  I  used  on  my  Snider 
twenty-five  years  ago  as  a  volunteer.  The  little  stop 
on  the  male  ferrule  represents  the  sight  on  the  rifle 
barrel ;  the  bayonet  was  fitted  with  a  fixed  ring  at  its 
lower  extremity,  and  this  passed  over  the  sight  or 
permitted  the  bayonet  to  pass  through  it.  A  loose 
locking  was  placed  immediately  behind  it,  and  this 
ring,  after  the  sight  had  passed  through  both,  was 
turned  round  and  locked.— Yours  truly, 

J.  J.  Haedy. 

[The  lockfast  joint  on  the  old  rod  sent  by  Mr  Hardy 
appears  to  be  almost  identical  with  Mr.  Emslie's  joint 
which  was  illustrated  and  noticed  recently.  It  is 
pretty  difficult  to  get  out  any  real  novelty  in  rod 
joints  that  is  any  use. — Ed.] 

"LEATHER  WELLINGTONS." 
Dear  Sir,— I  notice  Mr.  W.  S.  Buddicom's  kind 
remarks  re  "Leather  Wellingtons,"  as  inquired  for 
by  your  correspondent  "P.  Renshaw."  I  may  say 
that  I  have  made  many  for  various  purposes,  namely, 
wading  small  streams  and  for  wearing  at  trout  breed- 
ing establishments,  etc.  They  required  regular 
attention  with  dubbin.  I  should  say  that  the  new 
dressing  "Dry  Shod,"  advertised  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  would  be  a  good  thing  to  use.— Yours  truly 

W.  LiGGINS 


LOUGH  DERG. 
Dear  Sir,— Doubtless  a  good  name  is  as  hard  to 
lose  as  a  bad  one,  and  so  we  need  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  your  correspondent  ,"  J.  E.  S."  intends  to 
visit  Lough  Derg  shortly  for  the  dapping,  for  Derg  has 
a  reputation  for  the  dap  second  to  none  and,  let  it  be 
said  in  fairness,  fully  earned  it  also.    In  1893  I  dapped 
Derg  for  the  first  time,  dropping  anchor  under  the 
pleasant,  lonely  woods  of  Kylenemella,  some  six  or 
eight  miles  below  Portumna,  on  May  10,  and  weighed 
for  home  again  on  May  23,  after  ten  days'  fishing. 
There  were  four  of  us  with  two  sixteen-feet  fishing 
boats,  and  we  lived  aboard  our  two-ton  yacht,  and  had 
a  jolly  time  of  it,  fishing  or  no  fishing.    We  got 
seventy-one  trout,  weighing  1221b.,  or  an  average  of 
61b.  (say  three  fish)  each  boat  daily,  our  best  fish  beino- 
about  5|lb.     No  doubt  this  fishing  is  not  exactly 
phenomenal,  but  still  it  was  free,  was  practically  my 
first  experience  of  dapping,  and  really  represented  little 
more  than  half-time  work,  for  heads  were  heavy  in 
the  morning  as  there  were  "  cakes  and  ale"  aboard, 
and  from  dinner  to  turn  in  was  an  interval  of  many 
incidents.    We  seldom  started  before  11.    My  own 
impression  is  that  Lough  Derg  at  that  time  was  just 
rising  into  celebrity  as  a  dapping  water  (but  more  of 
this  anon),  and  went  on  improving  till  it  culminated 
about  1898,  in  which  year,  for  instance,  Mr.  Pyne,  in 
twenty-two  days,  killed  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
trout  scaling  3201b.    Of  1899  I  heard  but  poor  reports, 
and  next  year  I  dapped  the  lakes  from  Portumna  with  a 
friend,  and  if  I  am  not  profoundly  mistaken  that  experi 
ence  will  be  suflacient  for  the  rest  of  my  natural  life. 
For  I  believe  the  dapping  on  Derg  is  fast  waning  to  its 
cornplete  extinction.    My  notes  for  1900  are  as  follows  : 
"Eight   days  fished,  five  blank,   six  trout  (101b.). 
Judging  by  reports  the  dapping  on  Derg  this  year  was 
the  worst  on  record.    Fly  was  fairly  plentiful,  weather 
good  on  the  whole,  some  days  excellent ;  a  single  rise 


was  to  be  seen  now  and  then,  but  a  real  feeding  fish 
never;  were  in  touch  with  one  or  two  other  boats  (local) 
and  their  sport  was  on  a  par  with  our  own."  Such 
was  my  summing  up  of  my  last  experience  of  Derg, 
and  to  this  1  have  but  to  add  one  word  of  qualification. 
Ihe  dapping  of  that  year  is  no  longer  "  the  worst  on 
record,  last  year  was  worse.  True,  I  was  not  there 
(catch  me  !),  but  I  had  it  from  those  who  were. 

And  now  I  shall  endeavour  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to 
your  correspondent's  queries  in  the  absence  of  some 
one  batter  qualified  to  do  so.    There  is  not  much  to 
choose  between  one  part  of  the  lake  and  another  but 
If  one  puts  up  either  at  Portumna  or  Killaloe,  at  the 
two  extremities  of  the  lake  respectively,  one  has  a 
good  pull,  a  mile  or  so  anyway,  to  get  to  the  body  of 
the  lake     This  defect  apart  these  places  would  pro- 
bably offer  the  best  accommodation  the  vicinity  of 
the  lough  affords.    Mount  Shannon,  on  the  Galway 
shore,  also  affords  shelter,  and  many  visitors,  I  am 
told,  put  up  here  and  there  in  farm-houses  around  the 
lough    but  this  sort  of  thing  has  to  be  personally 
hunted  up  as  a  rule.    I  hear  there  is  a  hotel  at 
Dromineer,  but  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge 
Why  stop  at  all  going  from  Athlone  to  Lough  Derg  ' 
The  steamer  makes  the  journey  in  a  few  hours  and 
why  not  stick  to  her  and  have  done  with  it  ?  Banagher 
no  doubt,  offers  an  hotel,  but  as  for  trout  fishint^  there 
or  anywhere  else  "  on  the  Shannon  "  there  is  simply 
none  whatever.    The  Shannon  is  about  the  worst 
trout  river  m  Ireland.   There  are  trout,  and  abundance 
of  them,  m  its  two  great  expansions.  Loughs  Dee  and 
Derg,  if  one  could  catch  them,  and  also  a  few  about  the 
weirs  of  Athlone,  Meelick,  and  Killaloe,  and  there  you 
are!    As  for  the  "names  of  the  best  trout  flies  for 
lakes  m  South  of  Ireland  during  June,"  I  would  say 
there  are  no  names.    The  best  flies  are  without  doubt 
nameless  nondescripts,  but  what  lakes  does  "  J  E  S  " 
mean  ?    If  Kerry  lakes,  Haynes,  of  Cork,  is  his  man 
or  indeed  he  could  not  consult  a  better  man  for  any 
southern  water.    Flies,  as  a  rule,  should  be  small. 
_  The  tourist  dapper  is  fleeced  as  a  general  thing  nor 
IS  there  any  help  for  it,  but  I  think  it  hard  lines  that 
he  should  be  deceived  as  well  as  to  the  character  of  the 
sport  he  may  expect.    Hence  these  few  lines.    I  know 
personally  what  the  dapping  of  the  MuUingar  lakes 
for  instance,  was  like  thirty  or  forty  vears  a^^o  and' 
of  course,  if  anyone  chooses  to  say  that  the  dapping 
on  these  lakes  will  in  this  present  year  of  grace  resemble 
that  of  those  glorious  far-off  days  rather  than  the 
miserable  barrenness  of  latter  times,  I  utterly  fail  to 
see  where  he  gets  the  grounds  for  the  hope  that  is  in 
him.    I  would  as  soon  hope  for  the  revival  of  Derg 
So  far  as  |I  can  learn.  Arrow  (with  perhaps  Gara  and 
some  other  smaller  lakes  of  that  district)  offers  the 
best  dapping  m  Ireland,  and  there  is  a  great  run  on 
suitable  and  convenient  quarters  thereabouts.   I  never 
tried  it.    Boyle  is  the  centre,  but  Ballinafad  would  be 
my  choice  if  it  could  be  managed.    I  dapped  the  Erne 
some  years  ago  and  found  it  fair,  and,  accordin<^  to 
local  report,  improving.    I  fancy  it  is  being  kept 
'  dark."   There  is  also  some  dapping  here  at  Athlone  on 
Lough  Ree,  but  it  is  not  by  any  means  first  rate,  having 
sadly  fallen  away  of  late  years  from  its  pristine  glories. 
The  dapping  on  this  lake,  such  as  it  is,  is  very  late 
the  trout  being  seldom  on  the  fly  earlier  than  June  1.' 
Owing  to  this  I  was  able  to  dap  Ree  in  1893  after  my 
return  from  Derg,  and  had  forty  trout  weighing  601b. 
on  it  that  season  to  my  own  rod.    Next  rear  I  also 
fished  It,  but  have  no  record  by  me  ;  probably  the 
season  was  a  very  bad  one.    My  next  experience  was 
in  1897,  and  that  was  very  poor  also.    In  1899  I  fished 
twelve  days,  half  of  which  were  blank,  getting  twelve 
trout,  241b.  (two  rods).    Next  year,  on  returning  from 
my  last  and  memorable  visit  to  Derg,  I  tried  Ree 
again  for  eight  days,  of  which  four  were  blank,  and 
got  eight  fish,  301b.  (two  rods),  a  record,  poor  as  it  is 
far  before  that  of  Derg.   I  did  not  see  the  season  more 
than  half  through  either,  having  to  run  away  to 
Scotland  on  the  17th  to  be  married,  while  the  dapping 
often  keeps  on  into  the  first  week  of  July.    Last  year 
was,  however,  very  bad  ;  of  sixteen  days  eleven  were 
blank,  only  seven  trout,  161b.,  being  got,  and  with 
two  rods  in  the  boat. 

Dapping,  properly  so-called,  is  just  as  impossible 
without  wind  as  without  water,  so  that  where  the  cult 
of  the  dry  fly  is  unknown,  the  record  of  the  season 
may  easily  be  altogether  misleading,  and  unfair  to  the 
water.  No  water  is  to  be  condemned  no  matter  how 
badly  it  fishes  if  calms  prevail,  and  even  if  no  fish  are 
seen  rising  at  the  fly,  for  frequently  fish  refuse  to 
move  in  calms  even  if  the  drake  is  plentifully  in 
evidence.  But  when  dark  fresh  days  with  abundance 
of  fly  about  prove  blank  or  nearly  so  all  over  the  water, 
dapping  is  obviously  done  for,  and  the  game  is  not 
worth  the  candle.  For  the  dapper  must  not  expect 
more  than  ten  or  a  dozen  possible  fishing  days,  with 
four  or  five  real  good  ones  at  most  among  them  durinc 
the  three  weeks  or  so  the  fly  lasts  on  our  great  Irish 
lakes,  as  May  and  June  are  the  most  refractory  of 
our  months,  and  desperate  and  dangerous  are  the 
struggles  both  make  against  the  advances  of  summer. 
Some  of  the  days  given  above  as  blank  were  spent  by 
us  on  the  lee  side  of  some  wooded  island  lying  down 
smoking  in  the  grass,  the  boat  pulled  up  snug,  while  a 
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hurricane  lashed  the  lake  into  a  foaming  fury  in  which 
a  boat  could  scarcely  live,  while  the  day  after,  per- 
haps, blank  again,  offered  a  flat  calm  under  a  cloudless 
sun.  All  this  and  worse  dogs  the  steps  of  the  dapper, 
so  that  when  he  does  hit  one  or  two  very  favourable 
days  and  does  no  good  with  them,  he  is  quite  justified 
in  taking  the  lake  in  question  to  be  considerable  of  a 
fraud.  Such  days  are  sometimes  met,  I  much  regret 
to  say,  on  Derg  and  Ree,  but  an  absolutely  unbroken 
blank  of  this  kind  is  very  rare.  For  instance,  last 
year  the  weather  of  June  10  is  entered  in  my  diary  as 
"  nasty,  beastly,  brutal,  squally,  icy  north  wind,  with 
showers,"  and  was  blank  with  me  and  another  boat; 
but  the  day  must  be  considered  a  fair  average  for  all 
thtt  as  dapping  days  go,  and  proved  itself  so,  for  other 
two  boats  weighed  io,  one  with  three  trout  about  81b., 
the  other  with  six,  221b.,  the  best  basket  of  the  season. 
The  previous  day  a  boat  had  five  trout,  181b.,  in  an 
icy  storm,  while  on  another  occasion  a  boat  had  141b., 
these  being  the  three  events  of  the  dapping  season  of 
1901  with  us. 

An  old  Derg  local  dapper  told  me  he  believed  in 
cycles,  though  that  is  not  exactly  the  way  he  put  it. 
"I  remember,  yer  honnor,  more  nor  twenty  years  ago 
when  I'd  see  the  Shannon  (he  meant  Lough  Derg) 
covered  with  drakes,  and  you  would  not  see  one  fish 
in  the  course  of  a  long  summer's  day  leaping  at  thim  ; 
and  there  was  a  mortial  power  of  trouts  in  it  thin. 
Well,  they  began  shortly  after  bit  be  bit,  and  in  a  few 
years  the  place  was  bitin'  all  over  with  thim,  and  so 
the  dappin'  is  goin'  on  ever  since.  But,  yer  honnor, 
it'll  turn  and  go  back,  mark  my  words,  and  we'll 
lose  it,  mebbe  for  generations."  What  grounds  there 
may  be  for  this  view  of  the  matter  I  know  net,  but 
this  was  Tim's  theory  of  the  dap  and  its  fluctuations. 

Had  last  year  turned  out  anyway  fairly  good 
with  us,  I  had  intended  to  offer  a  seat  in  my  boat  and 
a  chair  at  table  to  some  one  who  might  care  to 
sample  Ree,  but  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  encourage 
anyone  to  come  with  the  facts  before  me  as  herein 
detailed.  And  to  help  matters,  Mrs.  M.  has  gone  and 
provided  herself  with  a  little  encumbrance— three 
weeks  old  this  day — to  keep  her  hands  from  idleness, 
and  the  house  from  solitude  and  silence.  However, 
if  your  corresx'ondent  cares  to  try  Ree  for  a  day  or  two 
about  June  1,  after  he  has  done  with  Derg,  I'll  be 
happy  to  try  and  show  him  the  ropes  as  far  as  I  can. 
But  I  cannot  conscientiously  encourage  any  man  to 
come  over  here  to  fish  Lough  Ree  with  the  records  of 
the  past  few  years  before  my  eyes.  Bat  a  man  passing 
through  here  with  a  day  or  two  on  his  hands  when 
the  dapping  is  on  is  quite  another  matter, — Yours 
truly,  MoNA. 

P.S. — Mrs.  M.  complains  that  no  one  has  yet  told 
her  how  deep  the  natural  bait  should  be  spun  for 
spring  salmon  fishing,  say  in  Loch  Tay.  She  is, 
however,  grateful  for  the  notice  that  has  been  already 
taken  of  her  letter. 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Deae  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  3  "  Alpha " 
inquires  where  sea-trout  fishing  can  be  had  in  the 
Romsdal  fjord,  in  reply  to  which  I  beg  to  inform  you 
that  Holgends's  Hotel  has  rented  the  Bauma  river 
from  the  mouth  and  some  miles  upwards,  and  that 
the  farmer  at  the  Halsa  Farm  above  Holgends's  Hotel 
fishing  has  some  water  of  his  own  which  should  yield 
fair  sport  with  sea-trout  and  an  occasional  salmon. 
Holgends's  Hotel,  which  is  now  owned  by  an 
English  company  and  has  been  much  enlarged,  offers, 
I  believe,  its  water  free  to  visitors,  whereas  the  Halsa 
farmer  will  charge  his  guests  something  for  the 
fishing.  His  house  is  commodious,  and  the  chances 
of  sport  better  on  the  Halsa  water  than  on  the  hotel 
water  below. — Yours  truly,  Thobvald  Beyee. 

Bergen  N.,  May  13. 

CAN  MACKINTOSH  BE  RE-PROOFED?— 
VERY  LIGHT  RODS. 

Deae  Sib, — Will  you  or  some  of  your  numerous 
readers  assist  me  in  the  following  matters  ?  1.  Where 
can  I  get  mackintoshes  re-proofed  and  clothes  water- 
proofed ?  I  have  already  tried  at  many  large  firms, 
such  as  Whitely's  and  Harrod's,  but  am  told  they  can 
only  waterproof  cloth  not  made  up.  2.  Where  can  I  get 
a  4|oz.  fly-rod  such  as  is  described  by  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  17  ?  Personally,  I  have  always 
found  the  characteristic  difficulty  with  all  English 
rod-makers  is  that  they  apparently  cannot  make  a  rod 
both  strong  and  light.  Indeed,  the  average  make  of 
English  rods  in  comparison  with  those  manufactured 
by  Americans  is  clumsy  and  heavy  in  the  extreme.  I 
refer,  of  course,  to  the  leading  American  firms,  not  to 
those  who  send  us  over  split-cane  rods  which  are 
retailed  at  something  like  six  shillings. — Yours  truly, 

Chelsea.  "  Viatoe."  _ 

[I  believe  it  is  possible  to  re-proof,  but  that  it  is 
rarely  if  ever  done  as  it  costs  as  much  as  a  new  gar- 
ment, and  is  not  satisfactory.  Mr.  Whitty,  fishing- 
tackle  maker,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool,  is  agent  for 
the  celebrated  "  Leonard  "  split-cane  rods.  There  is 
practically  no  demand  in  this  country  for  4Joz.  fly-rods, 
except  possibly  for  ladies  and  girls;  no  doubt  they 
could  be  made  if  they  were  wanted. — Ed.] 


THE  FISH  OP  THE,  CRAY. 

Deae  Sib, — I  notice  in  reading  my  Fishing  Onzeiie 
this  week  Mr.  Jardine's  interesting  little  article  on 
"  Anglers  I  have  Known  and  Fished  With,"  and  that 
he  mentions  the  Cray  as  being  infested  with  jack  and 
pike.  I  think  Mr.  Jardine  must  be  writing  of  a  good 
many  years  ago,  as  I  have  never  heard  of  any  fish  in 
the  Gray  but  a  few  trout  at  Captain  Vansittart's  and  a 
few  stray  ones  hero  and  there. 

We  have  lived  here  for  twenty  years,  and  I  can 
follow  Mr.  Jardine  when  he  speaks  of  Eynsford  and 
the  neighbourhood  with  great  interest.  Apologising 
for  questioning  Mr.  Jardine's  statement,  I  remain, 
yours  truly,  F.  0.  Millns. 

Boseneath,  Granville-road, 
Sidcup,  May  17. 


PAGE'S  TENBURY  LANDING-NET. 
Deae  Sie, — I  have  sent  on  by  train  one  of  my  light 
landing-nets,  which  please  accept  for  your  own  use. 
The  net  I  have  sent  is  small  size  and  light,  I  can  make 
others  slightly  larger  in  bow  if  desired.  The  handles 
are  made  any  length.  The  advantages  my  customers 
claim  for  these  nets  are  that  they  are  light  and  strong. 
The  nets  are  hand-made  and  waterproofed,  which 
makes  them  more  durable.  The  wood  is  unaffected 
by  wet,  and  if  by  chance  any  angler  should  drop  it 
when  wading  it  will  float  and  could  be  recovered 
again.    The  net  or  bow  can  be  readily  removed  from 


the  handle  by  turning  the  ring  on  ferrule  with  thumb 
and  finger,  and  bringing  the  raised  part  of  the  ring 
opposite  the  ])in  ;  and  the  net  can  then  be  packed  in 
portmanteau  or  bag  and  the  handle  with  rods.  Price 
of  nets  6s.  6d.  and  7s.  6d.  with  wading  spike  in  handle. 

I  have  enclosed  Rules  of  Association  (for  whom  I 
am  water-bailiff),  and  also  two  or  three  testimonials 
from  those  who  have  tried  the  nets.  I  have  many 
other  similar  ones.  I  may  say  that  I  landed  two 
hundred  and  eighty  grayling  and  trout  last  season 
with  one  of  these  nets. 

I  hope  I  have  made  it  plain  that  the  nets  are  easily 
detachable  from  handle,  as  you  suggest  in  your  letter. 
—Yours  faithfully,  J.  S.  Page. 

Fishing-tackle  maker. 

Teme-street,  Tenbury. 

[The  net  is  one  of  the  lightest  and  best  that  I  have 
ever  seen  and  the  testimonials  Mr.  Page  sends  me 
speak  most  highly  of  it. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Deae  Sib,— While  thanking  Mr.  J.  Edwards  for  his 
remarks  about  fishing  at  Overton,  might  I  trespass 
further  on  your  valuable  space  by  asking  for  some 
information  about  bottom  and  fly  fishing  round  Towyn 
(Merioneth),  whether  it  is  free,  and  if  apartments  are 
reasonable  in  June  and  July  ?  Any  information  about 
this  district  I  shall  be  glad  of.— Yours  truly, 

CHAELES  BiNNS. 


A  CORRECTION. 
"  White  plover  "  was,  of  course,  a  printer's  error  for 
"  while  plover  "  in  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's  very  interesting 
letter  last  week  entitled  "A  Hint   for  Bird-loving 
Anglers." 


RECORD  OF  LARGE  FISH  CAUGHT  LAST 
SEASON. 

Deab  Sie, — In  reply  to  "  Veritas,"  whose  letter  is 
published  in  last  Saturday's  Fishiiig  Gazette,  the 
largest  Irish  pike  caught  last  season  that  I  had  a 
record  of  was  one  of  32Jlb.,  which  I  believe  was 
captured  in  Lough  Mask. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  10,  your  correspon- 
dent, "  Verb.  Sap.,"  says  a  pike  caught  by  Colonel 
Alix  in  Lough  Mask  has  been  reported  as  weighing 
341b.,  34Jlb.,  and  36Jlb.— if  even  only  the  least  of 
these  weights  it  was  a  fine  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Alp.  Jaedine. 


PI^SHING  IN  THE  TEIFI. 

Deae  Sie, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent's  in- 
quiries anent  this  river,  may  I  be  permitted  to  add  my 
quota  to  Mr.  Shand's  information  in  your  last  issue. 

I  fished  it  in  Mr.  Evans'  proprietorship  of  the  Porth 
Hotel  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  and  no  eulogy  can 
be  too  strong  for  the  then  home  comforts  and  reason- 
able charges  of  the  hotel,  which  no  doubt  still  exist. 
The  river  pursues  its  impetuous  course  at  the  foot  of 
the  hotel  premises,  but  if  any  too  sanguine  fisher  con- 
templates a  wade  across  the  ford  into  the  stable-yard 
let  him  take  my  advice  and  holloa  out  for  the  pro- 
verbial cart,  which  no  doubt  is  still  in  use.  Mine  was 
a  foolhardy  case,  as  evidenced  by  both  men  and  maids 
rushing  down  to  the  rescue.  A  supreme  effort,  how- 
ever, by  the  too  daring  wader  just  saved  a  swirling 
wash  and  a  struggle  by  the  churchyard  wall,  and  very 
possibly  a  case  for  a  jury  and  the  grave-digger. 

The  many  fine  deep  pools  of^Teifi  hold  big  trout, 
41b.  or  51b.  being  in  evidence  by  the  locals,  and  I 
admit  having  seen  them  of  these  weights.  I  trust  the 
present  generation  of  locals  have  discarded  the  use  of 
the  deadly  salmon  roe,  which  accounted  of  yore  for 
many  a  whopper.  The  real  minnow  is  the  best  bait 
fo  -•  big  fish,  and  they  are  to  be  had  in  the  river  itself. 
Two  fly  fishers,  cousins  from  Staffs  (in  very  clear 
water),  during  my  stay  fished  entire  blanks  and  were 
surprised  to  see  my  creel  of  fine  trout  each  evening, 
and  after  many  questionings  as  to  modes  and  methods 
I  gave  them  a  specimen  of  "Ward's"  celebrated 
minnow  flight  as  propounded  by  "ARIEL"  in  a 
series  of  articles  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  1882-83. 

Pardon  me,  mine  Ed. !  I  can  scarcely  pass  over  a 
little  episode  that  stamps  this  gift  upon  my  memory. 

On  the  self-same  evening  after  dinner,  a  fishing 
friend  and  myself  had  gone  up  town  to  a  local  fishing 
tackle  maker  and,  to  boot,  a  noted  hauler  of  big  fish. 
We  elected  to  smoke  our  pipes  in  his  little  den  or 
workshop,  he  being  clever  enough  to  pursue  his  voca- 
tion and  spin  yarns  of  the  capture  of  a  salmon  or  big 
trout  at  the  same  time.  A  knock  at  the  front  door  and 
the  two  Staffs  gentlemen  were  heard  by  us  to  give  a 
peremptory  order  for  tackles  to  be  made  up  by  morning 
of  the  identical  pattern,  with  many  eulogies  as  to  a 
certain  gentleman  who  had  been  daily  taking  splendid 
baskets  of  fish.  What  amused  me  most  was  that  they 
took  me  to  be  a  Welshman.  I  suppose  seven  years' 
residence  in  South  Wales  had  worn  into  my  dialect ; 
however,  it  turned  out  at  dinner  next  day  that  I  was 
one  of  their  own  county  men  and  like  them  came  not 
very  far  from  a  certain  hall  which  shall  be  nameless. 

To  get  fresh  live  minnows  perplexes  many  an  earnest 
fisher.  My  plan  was  to  kick  up  from  the  stable-yard 
or  refuse  heap  a  few  tiny  brandlings,  next  hie  back  to 
the  hotel,  plead  thirst,  and  order  a  bottle  of  seltzer. 
Its  uses  may  be  of  two  kinds,  the  real  or  the  delusive, 
if  the  former,  let  the  palate  rule  the  spirit,  if  the  latter, 
the  dust  heap  applies,  but  take  care  to  pocket  the 
empty  bottle. 

I  now  wend  my  way  up  the  charming  meadows  and 
pastures  of  Teifi's  valley  until  a  deep,  quiet  pool,  and 
a  friendly  shade,  presents  itself,  and  there,  seated  on 
the  soft  tui  f ,  I  first  set  theindispensabla  smoke  wreaths 
curling,  with  an  eye  always  vigilant  for  a  rising  fish, 
or  the  interesting  movements  of  the  feathered  races 
which  abound  here.  A  tiny  worm  hook  with  a  length 
or  two  of  gut  attached  and  a  small  piece  of  cork  taken 
from  the  seltzer  bottle  and  slit  up  (other  reserves 
failing)  will  complete  the  outfit.  Gauge  the  depth  of 
your  pool  by  the  eye  and  arrange  the  float  accordingly, 
so  that  the  bait  may  hang  a  few  inches  from 
the  bottom.  Half  a  brandling  will  cover  both  point 
and  shank  of  hook,  and  this  is  better  than  more.  The 
waning  fumes  of  your  cigar  should  find  ten  or  a  dozen 
minnows  in  your  bottle,  and  by  an  occasional  change 
of  water  should  account  for  as  many  lusty  trout,  may 
be  more,  if  luck  favours.  Many  times  has  a  minnow 
accounted  for  three  fish  in  my  alas  t  waning  experience. 

When  I  fished  Teifi  salmon  were  scarce  on  account 
of  a  rocky  obstruction  some  distance  below  Llandyssil 
—I  think  at  Newcastle  Emlyn — but  I  believe  this  has 
been  obviated  by  a  pass.  Now  that  spawning  salmon 
can  get  to  the  fine  gravel  reaches  of  this  charming 
river  (other  things  being  equal)  we  ought  in  the  future 
to  hear  of  Teifi's  attractions  ranking  with  the  best  of 
Cambria's  fishing  resorts.— Yours  truly, 

F.  S.  Peekin. 

{Several  Utters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


May  31,  1902 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  373.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Booli- 
stalls,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
1  ackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  K.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Fishing 
(jAzettb,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
laith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  DuDstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
J  or  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10»  dd 

Sl\  Months        ditto  ditto       ...        '     5s"  id 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.'  Sd! 

lo  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.i6<J. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7  7  n 

Half  Page   ;. I  i  l  I 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page        ...      " 15  0 
Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column"(4  cols,  to 
page). 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 
•H^'  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
p  *f  ADVERTISEMENT  MANAGER,  St.  Dunstan  s 

House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— '<  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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continued  cold  temperature  of  the  water  would 
retard  the  hatch. 

Eynesford.— By  telegraph,  May  29  :  "  The  May 
Fly  IS  up." 


The  May  Fly  on  the  Chess. 
"Bent  Pin  "wires  (May  29)  that  the  May  Fly 
has  appeared  sparingly  on  the  river  Chess-one 
day  later  than  last  year. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  31st,  1902. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


De,  Dahl's  Extraordinary  Suggestions  foe  the 

Preservation  of  Salmon. 
_  "  Dear  Mr.  Maeston,— You  are  likely  to  publish 
m  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette  the  letter  of  Herr 
iisken-Inspector  Landmark,  which  requests 
anglers  to  furnish  him  with  a  return  of  their 
captures  of  grilse,  and  it  may  be  useful  to  your 
readers  to  have  some  little  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  Herr  Dahl  s  report,  to  which  allusion  is  made  in 
the  letter. 

"My  interpretation  should  be  taken  with  the 
greatest  reserve,  first,  because  my  knowledge  of  the 
language  is  very  imperfect,  and  next,  because  my 
objection  to  the  proposals  is  so  strong  that  I  have 
lacked  the  patience  to  read  them  with  any  care. 

"  If,  then,  I  do  not  misunderstand  him,  he  pro- 
poses that  on  the  coast  there  should  be  no  yearly 
close  time  for  sahnon,  nor  any  limit  to  the  smallness 
of  the  mesh,  or  of  the  fish  killed  there.  That  in 
rivers  salmon  down  to  the  length  of  fifteen  centi- 
metres (just  under  six  inches)  may  be  taken,  and 
maybe  sold.  Of  a  weekly  close  time  the  report 
seems  also  to  disapprove. 

"I  hope  some  competent  hand  will  translate  the 
entire  report.  It  should  take  rank  with  the  immortal 

•xu^.u  i?"'^  "^^^"^  ^^^"1  golden  eggs,  and 
with  that  of  the  members  of  the  body  revolting 
agamst  the  belly.  ^ 

"  If  the  new  salmon  law  should  follow  the  sug- 
gested lines  It  will  be  intensely  interesting  to  see  how 
long,  or  rather  how  short,  a  time  will  suffice  to 
render  utterly  unproductive  the  salmon  catching 
industry  of  Norway.  To  other  salmon  fishing 
countries  would  be  furnished  an  object  lesson 
beyond  all  price.— Yours  sincerely, 

"Edward  Stuedy." 

May  Flies  on  the  Darenth. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Three  May  FHes  were 
seen  on  the  Darenth  on  May  24.~Yours  truly, 
"William  B.  Leaf." 

The  recent  warm  weather  will  probably  brine 
them  on  more  quickly,  though  I  do  not  know  that 
temperalura  makes  much  difierence.  We  have  no 
positive  evidence  that  when  the  May  Fly  is  ready 
to  hatch  out  cold  weather  keeps  it  back.  I  have 
seen  a  big  rise  on  very  cold  days.    Probably  long 


Messrs.  Farlow's  May  Flies, 
Messrs.  Chas.  Farlow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  191,  Strand, 
send  me  some  exquisite  patterns  of  May  Flies 
to  suit  all  kinds  of  trout  and  anglers.  I 
think  anglers  are  pretty  conservative  as  regards 
their  favourite  May  Flies,  but  it  would  be  a  very 
tastidious  one  who  was  not  satisfied  with  some  of 
Messrs.  Farlow's  standard  patterns.  Their  Summer 
Duck  and  gilt  straw  body  is  perfection— the  hooks 
are  just  right  in  size  and  not  too  fine  or  too  heavy 
Of  course  theur  Mays  include  "  sunk  "  and  "  spent 
fly  patterns,  and  the  wings  are  of  all  shades,  both 
natural  and  dyed. 


Mr.  James  Ogdbn's  "Invicta." 
"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— it's  my  new  fly  'Invicta.' 
i  am  glad  you  are  so  pleased  with  its  appearance 
and  can  fully  endorse  all  you  say.  It  is  quite  iusti- 
faed  m  claiming  a  close  relationship  to  the  several 
natural  flies  you  refer  to.  My  object  in  writing 
you  agam  on  the  subject  is,  however,  to  draw  your 
attention  to  what  some  may  deem  its  '  poaching 
prochvities.'  I  invented  the  'Invicta'  simply  as 
a  lure  when  ordinary  patterns  have  failed.  It  is 
equally  efiective  on  lake  or  river,  and  if  used  pro- 
perly, that  is,  by  continuous  and  irregular  jerks 
under  water,  thus  representing  as  near  as  possible 
something  struggling  to  escape,  will  kill  on  any 
water.  T  have  thoroughly  tested  and  proved  its 
merits  myself,  and  the  new  friends  it  is  making 
wherever  it  goes  is  conclusive  evidence  of  its 
qualifications.— Yours  truly,      "  James  Ogden." 

Messrs.  Vinton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  are  bringing  out  new 
and  cheaper  editions  of  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford's 
standard  works  on  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  "  Dry  Fly 
Entomology."  These  are  not  merely  reprints,  as 
they  have  been  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  by 
Mr.  Halford,  all  the  original  plates  and  illustrations 
bemg  retained.  Messrs.  Vinton  &  Co.  have  also 
purchased  the  copyright  of  Mr.  Halford's  most 
instructive  work,  "  Making  a  Fishery,"  and  will 
pubhsh  it  at  the  greatly  reduced  price  of  3s.  6d.  net. 

Mr.  J ,  H.  Strachan  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
correspondence  which  appeared  in  the  Ceylon 
Observer : — 

"  Rainbow  Trout  Breeding  in  Ceylon  :  Some 
Unmistakable  Signs." 

c       Tx    •„  -r    "  Sogawantalawa,  April  27. 
biR,— It  will,  I  am  sure,  interest  all  fishermen 
and  naturalists  m  Ceylon  and  India  to  know  that 
the  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  irideus)  is.  breeding  freely 
m  our  upland  streams. 

''  On  Friday  and  Saturday  last,  Mr.  W.  A.  Sparlin^r 
and  myself  spent  several  hours  in  carefully  inspect" 
mg  two  streams  which  were  stocked  less  than  two 
years  ago  with  rainbow  trout  fry,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  we  saw  hundreds  of  fry  and 
fash  m  all  stages  of  growth,  from  one  inch  in  len^rth 
to  the  size  of  a  large  minnow.  ° 

"  They  were  in  shoals  and  in  parties  of  four  and 
fave,  and  appeared  to  be  remarkably  strong,  healthy 
and  wa^y,  taking  cover  with  marvellous  rapidity 
when  disturbed.  I  may  state  for  the  information 
of  the  sceptical  that  the  streams  referred  to  contain 
no  other  fish  of  any  kind  or  description 
A  "iT^uT^u^  now  been  established  beyond  any 
doubb  that  the  rambow  trout  is  breeding  in  Ceylon 
I  would  suggest  that  all  members  of  the  Ceylon 
S  forthwith  to  kUl  anymore  of 

these  fish  for  the  space  of  at  least  twelve  months 
Otherwise  we  are  undoubtedly  killing  the  proverbial 
goose  Judging  from  the  size  of  the  young  fish  I 
saw  (from  to  Sfin.)  I  should  say  that  they 

were  hatched  from  ova  deposited  between  Oct.  1 
and  Jan.  31.— I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

  "Thos.  Farr.  ' 

' '  April  29 

"  farr's  letter  lof  the  27th  inst.'  is 

grand  readmg  for  all  interested  in  pisciculture  in 
this  colony,  and  more  especially  so  in  view  of  the 
utter  failure  of  40,000  rainbow  Jva  this  selson.  I 
see  no  reason  why  rainbow  trout  should  not  have 


bred  here,  and  I  therefore  hopefully  swallow  all 
Mr,  Farr  says.  I  may  as  well  place  on  record  the 
introduction  of  this  variety  to  Ceylon.  Mr.  James 
llyan  brought  the  species,  which  was  quite  new  to 
me,  to  my  notice,  and  after  studying  everything  I 
could  find  connected  with  them,  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Burrows,  who  was  then  A.G.A.,  Nuwara  Eliya,  and 
our  hon.  secretary  of  the  fishing  club,  on  the 
subject,  and  he  most  promj)tly  ordered  out  a  lot  of 
ova  in,  I  think,  1898. 

"  Rainbows  are  warm-water  fish,  and,  barring 
their  migratory  propensities,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  Salmo  tribe,  except  sea-trout,  to  hold  a  candle 
to  them  as  far  as  sport  is  concerned.  So  let  us 
hope  they  are  breeding,  and  let  us  thank  Mr. 
Burrows  for  introducing  them.  Mr,  Farr,  I  feel 
sure,  has  only  to  bring  forward  a  resolution  to 
protect  rainbows  for  the  current  season  to  see  this 
immediately  effected  ;  but  if  rainbows  are  breeding 
as  freely  as  he  would  lead  us  to  suppose,  the  goose, 
I  guess,'can  take  care  of  herself,— Faithfully  yours, 

"  John  Eraser." 


I  am  glad  to  hear  from  "  Red  Spmner  "  that,  in 
spite  of  the  cold  and  wet  weather,  he  had  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  recently  in  Cornwall,  getting  nine 
brace  one  day,  twelve  another,  and  so  on ;  but  it 
was  only,  as  he  puts  it,  by  strenuous  striving, 
mostly  in  out  of  the  way  corners,  that  he  managed 
to  pick  out  an  unwilling  fish  here  and  there — most 
of  them  were  as  glum  as  the  weather.  I  hope  he 
will  find  them  keener  at  the  May  Fly. 

Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.'s  May  Flies. 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  St.  John-street- 
road,  London,  send  me  nine  different  patterns  of 
Mays,  namely  (1)  The  Gresham,  No.  1,  light  shade ; 
(2)  The  Gresham,  No.  2,  darker  shade  ;  (3)  The 
Hertford  ;  (4)  The  Rosebery ;  (5)  The  Salisbury  ; 
(6)  The  Duke;  (7)  The  Bronze  May  ;  (8)  Halford's 
pattern  Sunk  May ;  (9)  The  Black  Drake.  They 
are  all  good,  but  if  I  had  to  select  a  brace  I  should 
take  the  No,  2  Gresham  and  the  Hertford,  The 
Hertford  is  the  pattern  Messrs.  Carter  sell  most  of ; 
it  reminds  me  of  old  Hammond's  Little  Champion. 

Walbran's  May  Flies, 
From  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Stores  Co.,  38a,  Wel- 
lington-street, Leeds,  Mr.  Walbran  sends  me  some 
excellent  patterns  of  May  Flies,  including  such 
good  "locals  "  as  the  Ryedale,  the  Costa,  light  and 
medium,  and  the  Holmes.  The  General  is  a  fine 
fly,  but  he  is  dressed  in  the  fine  clothes  of  Mr, 
James  Ogden's  Marquis,  or  at  any  rate,  a  pretty 
close  imitation  of  them.  The  flies  are  well  made, 
and  are  not  too  big,  in  fact  they  are  smaller  than 
usuaUy  used  in  the  south,  though  small  patterns 
do  best  in  most  waters. 


All  Was  Green. 
"  Dear  Me,  Marston,— The  accompanying  verses, 
which  have  been  sent  to  me,  seem  good,  Thev 
may  be  old,  but  I  have  not  come  across  them 
before,— Yours  truly,        "  Bernard  Lintott," 
"  Upon  a  shining  river's  bank  serene 
An  ardent  angler  stood,  and  all  was  green— 

And  looked  it. 
And  in  the  twilight,  as  the  light  grew  dim, 
He  saw  a  fish,  or  else  the  fish  saw  him, 

And  hooked  it. 
Proud  of  himself,  with  high  erected  comb, 
He  took  the  fish,  or  else  the  story,  home 
And  cooked  it." 
"  P-S.— I  read  with  interest  vour  father's  notes 
on  my  old  progenitor  in  the  Publishers'  Circular 
some  little  while  ago." 
Horsham.  R.  B,  Marston. 

SPEING   TEOUT  IN  YOEKSHIKE. 

Until  the  middle  of  April  sport  may  be  said  to 
be  something  of  a  lottery  in  the  county  of  broad 
acres,  and  this  year  it  has  been  especially  so,  for 
the  wind  has  stuck  persistently  to  the  north-ea^t 
quarter  and  the  rivers  have  been  running  low  and 
clear  Although,  legally,  trout  fishing  commences 
on  March  16,  very  few  of  the  angling  associations 
throw  their  waters  open  imtil  April  1,  which  is 
quite  soon  enough. 

The  flies  which  killed  the  best  until  April  20 
were  the  Early  Brown— body,  orange  silk  and 
bronze  peacock's  harl,  hackled  with  the  inside 
feather  of  a  woodcock  wing ;  hook  No.  2,  Kendal 
scale ;  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple.   As  a  general  rule,  the  fly  fisher  upon 
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Rny  of  our  Yorkshire  rivers  need  not  look  beyond 
these  four  flies  for  the  early  spring  fishing.  From 
now  the  following  list  will  hold  good  for  a  month 
to  come  :  March  Brown  (female),  Blue  Partridge 
(which  is  the  hackled  imitation  of  the  Gravel  Bed 
or  Sand  Gnat),  Dark  Yellow  Partridge,  Y'ellow 
Legged  Bloa  and  Stone  Midge.  On  cold  days  the 
Dark  Watchet,  dressed  thus,  is  a  good  killer :  Body, 
orange  and  purple  silk  twisted ;  head,  orange  silk, 
hackled  with  a  small  iron-blue  feather  from  a 
merlin  hawk ;  hook  No.  0  Kendal  scale.  I  need 
hardly  state  that  this  is  the  hackled  Y''orkshire 
imitation  of  the  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  on  suitable 
days  it  is  a  great  killer. 

The  Stone  Fly  Creeper  will  very  soon  be  the 
bait  j)ar  excellence.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  specimens 
being  found  already  on  the  Yore,  but  they  were 
not  full  grown,  and  I  expect  it  will  be  another  ten 
days  or  a  fortnight  before  this  lure  will  be  taken  in 
earnest  by  the  expectant  trout.  An  old  authority — 
Michael  Theakstone  to  wit — states  that  the  trout 
in  Y''orkshire  never  get  into  really  good  condition 
until  they  have  had  a  good  feed  on  this  lan'a,  and 
it  is  so. 

On  the  Eden  and  Eamont  the  March  Brown 
plays  the  same  part,  but  on  very  few  Yorkshire 
streams  is  the  rise  of  this  toothsome  insect  so 
heavy  as  on  the  two  Cumberland  rivers  named 
above.  The  valley  of  the  Y^ore  will  soon  be  looking 
its  best,  and  the  banks  of  that  beautiful  wooded 
section  named  Hackfall,  which  forms  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Tanfield  Club  water,  will  be  gay 
with  the  blossoms  of  the  primrose  and  wood 
anemone.  This  length  is  one  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque on  the  river  Yore,  excepting,  perhaps,  the 
Aysgarth  district,  where  the  famous  falls  immor- 
talised by  Turner  lend  additional  beauty  to  the 
scene.  Masham  is  the  first  station  that  is  really 
worthy  of  notice  by  the  wandering  angler,  for  only 
members  can  fish  the  Tanfield  water.  By  staying 
at  the  King's  Head,  Masham,  or  Mr.  Jackson's,  at 
the  Mill  House,  permission  can  be  had  for  a  day  or 
two's  fishing  on  Lord  Masban's  water.  The  next 
length  av%ilable  is  at  Cover  Bridge  ;  by  staying  at 
the  inn  there  a  nice  bit  of  fishing  can  be  had  on 
both  the  Yore  and  its  tribu'a-y,  the  Cover.  After 
June  16  some  good  pike  and  perch  fishing  can  be 
had  here  in  addition  to  trout  and  grayling ;  but  it 
is  better  to  write  beforehand,  as  the  accommodation 
is  limited.  Either  Spennithorne  or  Leyburn  is  the 
station  for  this  place,  there  being  no  railway 
nearer. 

Going  higher  up  the  valley  we  come  to  some  of 
the  best  trout  fishing  on  the  Yore.  At  Kedmire 
there  are  two  inns — the  King's  Arms  and  Bolton 
Arms.  Visitors  staying  at  either  can  obtain  per- 
mission on  a  nice  length  of  water  extending  from 
Batt  Island  to  Redmire  Force ;  this  belongs  to  Lord 
Bolton.  Until  recently  the  length  above  Redmire 
Force  was  strictly  preserved,  but  the  owner.  Sir 
Wm.  Chaytor,  now  grants  day  tickets  at  2s.  6d. 
each.  We  now  come  to  the  Mecca  of  Wensleydale, 
Aysgarth,  where  there  is  a  railway  station.  Above 
this  place  fishing  may  be  had  on  payment  of  23.  6d. 
per  day,  and  the  Palmer  Flatts  Hotel  is  a  modern, 
well  appointed  house  much  frequented  by  tourists 
during  the  summer  time.  The  view  up-stream 
fcom  the  bridge  is  exceedingly  picturesque,  the 
upper  fall  forming  the  foreground,  while  thick 
verdure  descends  on  either  side  to  the  river's  edge, 
diversified  by  grey  limestone  rocks  covered  with 
lichen,  ferns,  and  creeping  plants. 

Askrigg  is  the  next  station,  and  a  mile  from 
here  stands  the  quaint  little  village  of  Bainbridge, 
nestling  in  the  valley  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Semer- 
water,  from  which  the  River  Bain  flows  down  to 
the  "  bonny  bright  Yore."  From  this  point  up- 
wards the  Yore  is  preserved  by  the  Hawes  and 
High  Abbotside  Angling  Association,  upon  which 
only  trout  and  grayling  are  to  be  found.  The  Rose 
and  Crown  at  Bainbridge  is  a  most  comfortable 
inn,  and  has  been  very  recently  entirely  refitted. 
I  advise  this  place  as  a  good  centre  to  fish  either 
the  Aysgarth  or  Hawes  waters,  it  being  situated  in 
the  centre  of  each.  The  Yore  upwards  is  a  much 
smaller  stream,  and  can  be  fished  without  wading, 
if  desired.  Day  tickets  on  the  Hawes  length  are 
two  shillings  each,  and  the  society  hold  some 
twelve  miles  of  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries. 

Dry-fly  fishers  will  find  water  on  the  Upper  Yore 
adapted  to  their  requirements,  although  wet  fishing 
with  hackle  flies  answers  best  as  a  rule.  The  best 
dry  flies  to  use  are  the  Olive  Quill,  Red  Quill, 
Gold-Ribbed  Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Quill,  and  Iron 
Blue — that  is,  for  the  present  time.    Turning  from 


Wensleydale  to  the  Wharfe  there  is  little  or  no 
fishing  worthy  of  mention  until  you  come  to 
Ilkley,  where  there  is  a  club  holding  four  or  five 
miles  of  good  water ;  day  tickets  are  five  shillings 
each ;  worm  and  minnow  are  allowed,  but  no 
bottom  fishing  with  maggot ;  ticket-holders  must 
also  be  residing  temporarily  in  the  town.  Monthly 
tickets  can  also  be  had  on  this  length  at  a  cheaper 
rate. 

Bolton  Woods  constitute  one  of  the  mo3t  pic- 
turesque portions  of  the  Wharfe,  which  here 
almost  laves  the  walls  of  the  monastic  ruins  of 
Bolton  Abbey ;  there  is  a  station  here  on  the 
Midland  branch  between  Ilkley  and  Skipton.  By 
staying  at  the  Devonshire  Arms  permission  is 
granted  to  fish  four  miles  of  beautiful  water,  but 
only  fly  fishing  is  allowed ;  seven  miles  higher  up 
stream  stands  the  little  village  of  Appletreewick. 
The  landlord  of  the  New  Inn,  Mr.  J.  W.  Binns,  is 
one  of  the  best  fly  fishers  on  the  Wharfe,  and  has 
the  fishing  on  about  a  mile  of  water ;  but  from 
Bardon  Bridge  to  Linton  stepping  stones,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  short  breaks,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Burnsall  Angling  Club.  The  whole  length 
extends  for  about  six  miles,  and  can  be  fished  on 
payment  of  5s.  per  day ;  there  are  only  trout  and 
grayling  in  the  water,  and  the  fish  run  to  a  good 
size;  dry  fly  is  practicable  on  many  places  here. 
Above  Linton  the  Grassington  Angling  Club  holds 
sway ;  here  also  the  fishing  is  excellent,  day 
tickets  23.  6J.  each  ;  there  are  two  good  inns,  and 
a  comfortable  boarding  establishment  named 
Grassington  House.  At  present  this  place  can  only 
be  reached  by  driving  from  Skipton.  The  highest 
club  length,  and  generally  considered  the  best  on 
the  Wharfe,  ia  that  preserved  by  the  Kilnsey 
Angling  Club ;  day  tickets  5s.  each,  23.  6d. 
extra  being  charged  for  wading,  which,  however,  is 
hardly  necessary,  the  river  here  being  much  more 
contracted.  After  a  fresh  the  trout  fishing  here  is 
really  splendid  ;  there  are  restrictions,  however,  on 
worm  and  minnow  fishing. 

Above  this  length  the  Wharfe  becomes  a  mere 
beck,  the  landowners  give  occasional  permission, 
but  the  trout  run  small.  Single  hair  is  generally 
used  by  the  local  anglers  on  both  the  AVharfe  and 
Yore,  but  this  commodity  of  really  good  quality 
becomes  scarcer  every  year,  and  I  now  use  drawn 
gut  on  this  account  chiefly. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  other  good  rivers  in 
Yorkshire,  notably  the  Swale,  Rye,  Derwent, 
Drifiield  Beck,  and  the  Costa,  but  the  places  that  I 
have  described  will  be  found  most  useful  to  the 
wandering  angler,  and  having  fished  them  regularly 
for  close  on  forty  years  the  information  given  may 
be  considered  perfectly  reliable. 

Days  of  Yore. 


NIGHT  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE, 
OR  SAM'S  CONVERSION. 


Sam  and  Joe  are  chums  hailing  from  Lancaster. 
I  have  met  them  in  previous  years  when  fishing 
Windermere,  and  learnt  that  although  agreed 
upon  most  matters  they  differed  regarding  their 
out-door  sports — Joe  being  an  angler,  but  Sam  a 
"  golfist."  Moreover,  each  cherished  the  secret 
desire  of  ultimately  converting  the  other  from  the 
error  of  his  ways.  The  last  time  we  met  Sam  had 
made  some  headway  towards  weaning  Joe  from 
fishing,  but  his  fortunate  capture  of  a  fine  lake-trout 
saved  the  situation. 

We  met  again  at  the  Beech  Hill  Hotel  this 
Whitsuntide,  but  unfortunately  fly  fishing  was 
completely  "  ofl","  and  matters  were  getting  serious 
from  Joe's  point  of  view. 

However,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  sundry 
casting  exhibitions  from  the  pier-end,  and  Joe — 
whose  imagination  is  capable  of  anything — did  the 
showman  part  of  the  business.  Sam  was  evidently 
impressed  and  showed  distinct  signs  of  "  weaken- 
ing," but  recovered  somewhat  upon  vainly  trying 
to  imitate  my  performance.  We  vowed  his  line 
went  out  "  beautifully  "  and  "  straight  as  an  arrow  " 
when  it  described  a  fine  series  of  spiral  curves, 
and  mildly  suggested  the  time-honoured  "  thistle- 
down "  when  it  fell  with  a  healthy  splash  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  but  Sam  was  not  convinced. 

Trailing  the  minnow  at  night  had  yielded  no 
result  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  on  Wednesday- 
night  Joe  brought  home  a  beauty  of  nearly  31b., 
followed  by  one  of  about  21b.  by  your  humble 


servant  on  the  Thursday.     So  on  Friday  night 

Sam  consented  to  accompany  us. 

Our  party  included  a  mutual  friend — Mr.  Jno. 
Grime,  of  Bolton — and  "  four  msrry  men  were  we," 
The  ladies  had  given  us  an  extension  of  time  (on 
this,  my  last  evening)  till  11.30,  the  night  was 
mild,  the  water  calm.  Sam  had  constituted  him- 
self the  "  commissariat "  for  the  entire  party,  and 
our  hopes  were  high. 

Two  suitable  minnows  were  selected  from  the 
bait-can,  the  whole  business  of  mounting  explained, 
and  operations  commenced.  I  roused  a  languid 
interest  by  describing  a  fine  catch  I'd  had  on  my 
final  evening  last  year,  and  hoped  history  would 
repeat  itself.  I  had  some  misgivings,  however,  but 
fortune  favoured  us  early  on. 

We  were  rounding  a  headland — so  close  that  Joe 
feared  a  "foul" — when  the  stimulating  hum  of 
the  reel  announced  the  arrival  of  our  first  fish — a 
trifle  over  21b.  This  was  duly  honoured,  and  interest 
in  the  proceedings  increased.  Our  next  fish  was 
lib.  2oz.,  and  it  was  evident  the  trout  were  feeding. 
Before  11  we  had  secured  another  of  l^lb.  and  a 
superbly  shaped  fish  of  31b.,  whose  fierce  fight  for 
liberty  filled  Sam  with  mild  delirium,  but  emptied 
his  flask. 

As  we  passed  the  hotel  on  our  last  round  we 
hailed  my  boy  Harold — most  efiicient  gillie  on 
many  such  a  night — and  told  him  of  our  success. 
"  What  a  sell !  "  only  faintly  reveals  the  depth  of 
his  disappointment  and  disgust  at  not  being  in  at 
the  death. 

We  had  so  far  done  well,  but  "  much  wants 
more,"  and  I  was  particularly  anxious  to  beat  my 
own  previous  record  of  four  fish.  When  close  to 
the  landing  stage,  we  struck  our  last  fish,  a  beauty 
of  2ilb.,  and  successfully  netted  it,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  it  fouled  the  other  line. 

Our  excitement  was  great,  and  our  satisfaction 
supreme.  Sam  instituted  a  glorious  pyrotechnic 
display — wax  vestas  taking  the  place  of  rockets — 
and  altogether  we  enjoyed  ourselves. 

We  were  a  proud  quartet  as  we  spread  the  fish 
out  before  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  ladies  in  the 
hotel.    Five  fish,  just  over  101b.,  a  fitting  finale. 

Sim's  conversion  is  complete.  He  now  talk"? 
largely  of  "  March  Browns  "  and  "  top  droppers  " 
by  day  ;  murmurs  incoherently  of  "  thistle-down  " 
by  night ;  and  even  so  far  forgets  himself  as  to 
occasionally  ask  the  ladies  whether  they'll  have 
"  worms  or  gentles  "  for  tea  1 

I  understand  the  whole  of  his  golf  clubs  and 
accessories  are  to  be  sold  at  an  alarming  reduction 
on  cost ;  or,  failing  that,  an  advertisement  will 
shortly  appear  in  the  Bazaar,  requesting  offers  of 
fishing  tackle  in  exchange.  He  has  already  bought 
one  fly  rod,  and,  like  the  rest  of  us,  will  want  a 
better  next  season.  Well,  here's  "  good  luck  "  and 
"  tight  lines  "  to  our  latest  recruit,  and  the  ppeedy 
return  of  such  another  evening.  W.  H.  P. 


A  HAPPY  CHANGE. 


Anglers  have  been  hard  hit  all  the  season 
through,  the  trout  angler,  perhaps,  more  than  the 
salmon  angler  in  some  places,  and  vice  versd  ;  but 
all  over  the  season  has  been  more  or  less  in  the 
adamantine  grip  of  King  Frost  till  now.  The 
season  is  some  six  weeks  behind  in  an  angling 
sense.  It  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  wholly 
redeemed,  but  June  at  least  promises  well  for 
summer  grilse,  late  spring  salmon,  and  abundance 
of  yellow  trout. 

Earl  Dudley  had  a  run  up  Deeside  last  week, 
and  along  with  Lord  Hardwicke  in  four  days 
creeled  two  cr  three  fish  between  them  ;  the  King's 
water  is  also  fishing  better  now.  Mr.  Bristowe's 
party  are  at  it  on  the  Ballater  reaches,  and  Messrs. 
Booth,  Manchester,  and  others  on  the  mid-waters, 
and  are  meeting  with  fair  sport. 

On  the  Djn,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  Sutherland 
streams  and  lochs  the  outlook  is  cheering.  Good 
baskets,  if  not  the  order  of  the  day,  are  now  being 
more  frequently  made,  and  all  over  the  happy 
change,  with  the  advent  of  the  more  genial  condi- 
tions prevailing,  is  being  felt.  Anglers  who  were  on 
the  point  of  leaving  in  disgust,  and  no  wonder,  are 
now  hanging  on  to  the  changed  conditions,  and 
others  who  left  some  time  ago  are  preparing  to 
return. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  verify  many  flatter- 
ing reports  by  personal  experience  over  a  run  of 
Deeside  and  Donside,  at  least  that  a  good  season 
has  at  last  set  in.  G.  M. 
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ANGLEES  I  HAVE  KNOWN  AND 
EISHED  WITH. 


{Continued  from  page  336.) 
J  OB  West — who  was  proprietor  of  a  brewery  in 
the  Hackney-road,  London — obtained  permission 
to  fish  the  spacious  moat  surrounding  Leeds  Castle, 
Kent,  through  the  influence  of  a  neighbouring  hop- 
factor.  This  was  in  January  1859  or  1860,  during 
the  life-time  of  Charles  Wykeham-Martin,  Esq., 
M.P.,  the  owner  and  lord  of  the  manor.  On  arriving 
at  Maidstone,  West  had  to  hire  a  conveyance,  the 
country  and  roads  being  many  inches  deep  in  snow. 
The  six  or  seven  miles  being  accomplished  the 
vehicle  was  dismissed,  and  the  driver  told  to  come 
at  four  o'clock  to  take  him  again  to  Maidstone ; 
but  on  reaching  the  moat  West  foimd  it  was  frozen 
over,  all  but  a  comparatively  small  space  of  open 
water  near  the  culvert  or  outlet.  What  a  miserable 
dilemma  poor  "Job"  thought  he  was  in  —  his 
vehicle  gone,  the  lake  frozen,  and  he  with  nothing 
else  to  do  but  walk  about  in  the  deep  snow  for  the 
next  six  hours,  for  the  castle  clock  had  just  struck 
ten.  But  "  faint-heart  ne'er  won  fair  lady,"  and 
pike  are  not  caught  unless  a  bait  is  in  the  water. 
So  West  put  rod  and  line  together,  and  soon  had 
out  a  live  dace  on  snap-tackle.  His  sport  began 
at  once ;  his  bait  was  seized  savagely,  and  he  was 
doing  all  he  could  to  keep  a  heavy  fish  from  getting 
too  far  under  the  ice.  No  assistance  was  to  be  had 
for  no  one  was  near ;  any  men  employed  in  the 
park  were  probably  warm  indoors,  or  under  cover 
somewhere.  But  "  Job  "  at  length  got  the  pike  to 
his  gaff  and  landed  it — a  grand  fish  that  weighed 
281b. 

What  an  incentive  this  was  to  try  again.  He 
did,  and  soon  was  "  fighting  "  another  fine  fish  that 
gave  as  good  sport  as  the  previous  one,  which  when 
gaffed  and  lifted  ashore  pulled  the  "  steelyard  " 
down  to  211b. ;  evidently  the  pike  had  come  from 
other  parts  of  the  frozen  lake  to  the  open  water, 
and  were  feeding  furiously.  West  was  quickly 
ready  again  with  another  live  bait  out,  delighted 
and  warmed  with  his  sport ;  but  few  minutes 
elapsed  ere  he  was  playing  another  pike,  which,  at 
length  safely  landed,  weighed  17Ib,  and  he  was  soon 
"  trying  conclusions  "  with  a  fourth,  and  after  that 
with  a  fifth  and  a  sixth.  Then  carefully  covering 
his  captures  with  the  snow  which  lay  deep  around, 
he  saw  someone  coming  towards  him. 

It  was  Charles  Wykeham-Martin  to  inquire 
"  What  sport  could  possibly  be  expected  on  such  a 
cold,  winterly  morning  ?  "  Job  West,  in  reply, 
proudly  J  exhibited  his  fine  capture,  when  he  was 
told  "  to  put  up  his  rod  and  tackle  ;  he  had  caught 
quite  enough  to  satisfy  any  one,  or  at  that  rate  of 
pulling  them  out — six  in  less  than  two  hours — he 
would  catch  all  the  pike  in  the  lake."  So  West 
had  to  enjoy  his  pipe  and  flask  the  best  way  he  could 
the  next  three  or  four  hours,  mitil  the  conveyance 
came  to  fetch  him  away. 

I  saw  those  fine  fish,  and  their  respective  weights 
were  281b.,  211b.,  171b.,  131b.,  111b.,  and  91b.— 991b., 
being  up  to  that  time,  I  think,  the  "  record  "  catch 
of  pike. 

Leeds  Castle  is  an  ancient  and  magnificent 
structure,  built  throughout  of  stone  at  different 
periods ;  the  oldest  portion  dates  back  to  William 
of  Wykeham,  about  1360,  the  founder  also  of  St. 
Mary'^s  College,  Winchester,  1387,  oldest  of  English 
public  schools.  The  moat  round  the  castle  is 
formed  by  the  waters  of  the  "  Len,"  a  pretty  little 
trout  stream  that  rises  some  few  miles  up  the 
valley,  above  the  village  of  Lenham  ;  and  farther 
down,  nearer  Maidstone,  it  supplies  the  large  lake 
—ninety  acres — of  Mote  Park,  also  the  ornamental 
lagoon  and  waters  of  Turkey  Com-t.  I  have  not 
been  very  successful  when  pike  fishing  at  Leeds 
Castle,  my  largest  being  of  151b.  and  121b. ;  but  on 
Feb.  24,  1877,  I  caught  a  fine  specimen  of  361b.  at 
Mote  Park  ;  also  one  each  of  221b.  and  Id^lh.  at 
Turkey  Court,  Nov.  25,  1888.  The  late  Mr.  H.  L. 
Eolfe,  "  prince  of  piscatorial  artists,"  and  cheeriest 
of  friends,  sometimes  accompanied  me  to  the'  two 
last-mentioned  places. 

I  well  remember  when  he  (the  Landseer  of  fish 
painters)  was  my  companion  on  Dec.  20,  1876,  and 
pike  fed  furiously  all  that  short  winter's  day.  My 
friend  was  not  well,  and,  as  the  weather  was  cold, 
he  sat  for  some  time  in  the  stern  of  the  boat, 
wrapped  in  a  rug,  leaving  me  to  do  the  fishing. 

Pike  were  breaking  the  Mote  water  all  aroimd 
us,  and  the  bait  had  only  to  be  spvm  near  a  fish  to 
be  instantly  seized. 


The  results  of  that  day's  sport  were  fifty- four 
jack  and  pike,  the  largest  171b.,  and  three  perch, 
from  81b.  to  21b.  each.  The  waggonette  arriving,  I 
made  one  parting  cast  when  close  to  the  boat- 
house,  and  landed  a  pike  of  111b. 

Many  pleasant  holidays  have  I  spent  with  Eolfe 
fishing  those  pretty  streams,  the  Nadder  and  Wiley 
— Earl  Pembroke's  preserved  trout  waters  at 
Wilton,  near  Salisbury.  Also  with  another  old 
friend,  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  both  there 
and  fishing  the  Avon  at  Longford  Castle,  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  whose  preserves  hold  very 
large  trout.  On  our  last  visit  there,  Francis,  when 
spinning  for  pike,  hooked  and  landed  a  trout  of  71b., 
which  was  carefully  unhooked  and  replaced  un- 
injured in  the  river.  It  was  in  the  lake  at  Dogmers- 
field — Sir  Henry  Mildmays,  Bart. — that  Francis 
hooked  a  281b.  pike,  which,  after  half-an-hour  of 
grand  sport,  broke  his  tackle  and  escaped,  io 
Francis'  dismay.  A  "  dose  "  of  that  fine  "  Bush- 
Mills  whisky "  quickly  strengthened  his  nerves, 
and  not  long  afterwards  he  killed  an  18-pounder,  on 
spinning  tackle,  which  I  gaffed  for  him.  An 
acquaintance  of  mine,  later  in  the  season,  captured 
the  heavier  fish,  it  weighed  281b.  I  had  the 
specimen  preserved  and  "  set-up  "  in  a  glass  case 
for  its  captor  ;  in  its  jaws  when  caught  was  part  of 
Francis'  broken  tackle. 

The  Winterbourne  runs  into  the  Avon  just 
below  Salisbury  ;  this  small  stream  holds,  or  held, 
a  good  store  of  trout.  My  friend,  the  late  Mr. 
J ohn  Knechtli  and  I,  some  years  ago,  had  permission 
to  fish  this  stream  ;  it  was  towards  the  end  of  June, 
the  days  were  hot,  with  the  sim  shining  in  a 


rnade  him  beloved  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
him.  His  clever  paintings  of  salmon  and  trout, 
pike  and  perch,  etc.,  are  too  well  remembered  and 
celebrated  to  need  special  notice  here.  He  was 
an  indifferent  fly  fisher,  but  an  adept  at  "  spinning  " 
a  dace,  bleak,  or  minnow  for  a  pike  or  trout. 
Indeed,  he  but  rarely  cared  to  handle  the  fly  rod 
on  a  difficult  river,  but  with  minnows,  which 
he  usually  carried  with  him  in  what  he 
called  "  his  bottle  of  pickles,"  he  was  very 
deadly.  Memory  takes  me  back  more  than  twenty 
years  ago  to  one  June  day  when  Eolfe,  Francis 
Francis,  and  I  were  fishing  the  river  Wiley,  a  few 
miles  above  Wilton,  where,  near  to  a  flour-mill 
and  close  to  a  fence  and  hedge,  which  marked  the 
boundary  of  our  permission  to  fish,  was  a  "  hatch 
and  sluice"  making  a  splendid  run  of  water  and 
eddy,  in  that  part  of  the  stream  known  as  "  Pin- 
kerton's  hole."  Here  Eolfe  had  "  spotted  "  a  big 
trout  feeding  well,  so  he  put  on  a  pickled  minnow, 
spun  it  a  foot  in  front  of  the  fish,  which  instantly 
took  the  "  lure  " ;  but  as  Eolfe  was  playing  the 
trout  to  his  landing-net,  he  looked  up  and  dis- 
covered the  miller  was  close  by  watching  him. 

The  miller  told  Eolfe  he  was  "out  of  bounds" 
and  trespassing,  moreover  had  caught  his  "  pet 
trout,"  which  he  fed  regularly  every  day.  Eolfe 
explained  that  he  had  unknowingly  trespassed,  and 
he  expressed  great  regret  for  having  hooked  the 
"pet  trout,"  which  he  would  carefully  unhook 
and  replace  in  the  water.  He  did  so,  and  asked 
the  miller  to  show  no  ill-feeling,  but  to  join  in  a 
draught  from,  his  whisky  flask  and  to  accept  a 
cigar.    Thus  they  parted,  and  Eolfe  walked  down 


Leeds  Castle. 


cloudless  sky,  so  we  reached  the  water  and  put  our 
fly  rods  together  as  the  larks  were  carolling  their 
matin  songs.  We  were  back  again  in  Salisbury 
before  noon  with  fifteen  brace  of  trout,  from  half  a 
poimd  to  one  pound  each.  Knechtli  generally  was 
my  companion  when,  years  ago,  I  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  Dorsetshire  Frome,  then  a  famous 
river  for  pike,  and  salmon  in  their  season,  like  it^ 
adjacent  "  sister  "  river,  the  Stom%  at  Christchurch. 
He  (J.  K.)  was  a  skilful  angler,  and  keen  as  myself 
after  the  Esox  lucii.  Our  sport  usually  was  very 
good,  and  we  made  some  notable  captures.  On 
January  2  and  3,  1882,  we  caught  forty-five  pike  in 
the  Frome,  but  brought  only  the  biggest  ten  to 
London,  which  on  the  5th — that  is,  three  days 
after  capture — weighed  1351b.  5oz.,  at  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  my  largest  fish  being 23Ib.,  which, 
with  two  others  caught  by  my  companion,  adorn 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society's  clubroom.  The 
three  pike  are  in  one  large  glass  case,  and  weighed 
59i\h.  together.  The  late  H.  L.  Eolfe,  also  the 
late  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  sometimes  accompanied  me 
to  the  Frome,  from  which  a  short  distance  north 
are  the  Peddle  and  Bere,  both  rivers  containing 
fine  trout.  By  the  kind  courtesy  of  the  proprietor, 
Eolfe  and  I  had  frequent  leave  to  fish  these  streams  ; 
we  generally  had  excellent  sport,  the  trout  averaging 
a  good  size. 

My  old  friend,  H.  L.  Eolfe,  was  one  of  the  best 
and  cheeriest  of  angling  companions,  for  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  the  simple,  kindly  "  Waltonian  " 
feeling  in  the  dear  old  artist — "  the  scaly  painter," 
as  his  familiar  friends  pleasantly  called  him — which 


stream  to  tell  Francis  and  I  what  had  just 
occurred.  When  returning  to  London  at  night, 
Francis  asked  Eolfe  it  he  did  not  regret  leaving 
that  big  fish  behind  him.  Eolfe  opened  his 
pannier,  and  there,  sure  enough,  was  the 
trout,  lying  on  the  top,  a  "4-pounder."  He 
told  us  that  when  so  carefully  extracting 
the  hooks  he  inserted  his  thumb  into  the  trout's 
gill-cover  and  cut  two  or  three  of  the  gill  hranchiu- 
with  his  thumbnail,  knowing  it  would  then  bleed 
in  the  water,  get  weak,  and  rest  itself  in  the 
"  slack  "  of  the  eddy,  where  he  afterwards  found 
the  trout  when  he  went  back  in  the  evening,  and 
lifted  it  out  with  his  landing  net. 

Eolfe  was  always  rather  reticent  as  to  where  he 
got  sport.  Somehow  one  has  to  be  reticent  now- 
adays, or  the  sport  would  not  last  long.  Eolfe 
painted  many  of  those  life-like  casts  of  salmon  and 
trout  in  the  Buckland  Museum,  South  Kensington. 
He  did  not  long  survive  his  friend,  Frank  Buckland, 
who  died  December  19,  1880,  aged  54;  Eolfe 
departed  this  life  August  29,  1881,  aged  57.  Both 
were  interred,  very  near  to  each  other,  in  Brompton 
Cemetery.  A.  Jardine. 

(To  he  continued.) 


To  Flt  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gatette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2i.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane.  London. 
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THE  FISHEEIES  OF  SWEDEN. 


In  view  of  the  recent  eccentricities  with  regard 
to  sport  of  the  Norwegian  Storthing,  it  is  probable 
that — as  was  the  case  last  year — not  only  will  the 
reindeer  stalker  and  the  ryper  shooter  exhibit  a 
decided  preference  for  the  sister  kingdom  in  future, 
but  the  trout  fisherman  also.  Some  information, 
therefore,  in  regard  to  fishing  matters  in  Sweden, 
derived  from  the  excellent  reports  of  Dr.  Lundberg, 
the  inspector,  and  collected  during  a  good  many 
jiersonal  visits,  may  possess  some  interest.  Trout 
fishing  has  always  been  closely  associated  with  the 
pursuit  of  the  wild  rein  and  the  ryper  on  the 
mountains  of  Norway,  but  when — as  is  now  the 
case — in  order  even  to  fire  a  shot  at  the  former  the 
foreign  sportsman  must  pay  licences  amounting  to 
300  kroner,  and  is  even  then  limited  to  a  fortnight 
and  to  three  deer  at  the  most,  while  under  no 
circumstances  (save  in  Lofoden  and  Westeraarlen) 
may  he  kill  a  ryper,  blackcock,  or  capercailzie 
until  Sept.  15,  the  "  high  fjelds  "  will  no  longer 
remain  the  popular  resort  they  have  hitherto  been. 

As  on  the  west  coast  of  Norway,  so  on  that  of 
Sweden,  the  traveller  by  steamer  is  often  apt  to 
marvel  how  any  salmon  worth  speaking  of  ever 


Salmon  make  their  appearance  on  the  coast  of 
south-western  Sweden  at  a  comparatively  early 
period  of  the  year,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  March 
and  in  April  they  are  taken  at  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  of  Halland  ;  but  in  central  and  northern 
Sweden  they  do  not  ascend  the  streams  much 
before  the  latter  part  of  May  or,  rather,  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  the  best  of  the  fishing  being  from  the 
middle  of  the  latter  month  imtil  about  July  15 — 20, 
after  which  the  run  falls  off.  On  the  most  northern 
rivers,  the  Tornea,  Lulea,  Kalix,  etc.,  July  may  be 
said  to  be  the  pick  of  the  season,  much  indeed  as 
is  the  case  with  most  of  those  on  the  west  and 
northern  coast  of  Norway.  In  August  and  Sep- 
tember the  sea-trout  run. 

The  season  during  which  salmon  spawn  is  much 
the  same  upon  all  the  Swedish  rivers,  commencing 
as  it  does  about  the  middle  of  October  and  going 
on  into  November.  In  October,  too,  the  landlocked 
salmon  (otherwise  great  lake  trout)  of  the  big 
inland  sheets  of  water,  Wenern,  Wettem,  and 
Sommen,  begin  to  drift  down  to  the  spawning 
places  where  the  effluent  rivers  leave  these  lakes, 
and  contrivances  for  their  capture  have  been  in 
existence  from  time  immemorial  at  Nybro  on  the 
Gofca   (Wenern),   at   Motala  on   Motala  Strom 


Name  of  Biver. 


1.  Tornea  Elf    

(a)  Lainio  Elf   

(b)  Muouio  Elf   

2.  Kalix  Elf  

(a)  AngeEuu  

3.  EAne  Elf   

4.  Lule  Elf   

(a)  Lilla  Lule  Elf   

5.  Bite  Elf   

6.  Byske  Elf   

7.  Skellefte  Elf   

U.  Ume  Elf   

(a)  Vindel  Elf   

10.  (ire  Elf  

11.  CAdea  Elf   

12.  Angerman  Elf  up  to  Lake  Malgomaj  .. 

(a)  Pax  Elf   

13.  Indals  Elf  up  to  Lake  Storsjon   

14.  Ljnngan   

15.  Ljusna  Elf  

(a)  Woxna  Elf   

16.  Dal  Elfven  along  the  West  Dal  Elfven 

.1  „  East    ,,  „ 

17.  Klar  Elfven  and  Trysildse  Elfven  

18.  GuUspilng,  Svart,  and  Leth  Elfven 

19.  ISIotala  Strom   

20.  Eman  

21.  Gota  Elf   

22.  Wiskan   

23.  Atran  ., 

24.  Nissan  

25.  Lagan  

26.  Morrumsa   

27.  Helgeau   


Length  in 
Kilcm^tres. 


513 


436 


651 


Km. 

8751 
210  865 
280 1 
335' 
178 
160' 
310' 
126 
308 
145 
330 
381' 
270j 
147 
142 
284  \ 
237  J  ^"'^ 
191 
271 

370U„„ 
j37|507 

252}638 

367 

172 

86 
156 

79 
110 
190 
140 
121 
130 
137 


Extent 
accessible  to 
Salmon. 


^258 


260 


Km. 
330) 
100  555 
220) 
188V 

65/- 

75 
1801 

80 

60' 

86 

40 

252)300 

55 

44 

90) 

76) 
100 
166 
145\ 
120/ 

483 

300 
75 
86 
50 
75 
42 
32 
70 
20 
35 
45 


165 


265 


The  preced- 
ing Figures 
in  7- of  Rivers 
Lengtli. 


64 

36 

46 

59 

19 
50 
12 

46 

em 

30 
30 

31 

59 
59 

52 
75 

43 

32 
96 
38 
16 
50 
16 
26 
32 


Salmon  limit 
from  Month 
of  .Vi  ain 
Stream. 

Kmr  ~ 
236 
330 
390 

135 

75 
180 
210 

60 

86 

40 

50 
270 

55 

44 

90 
125 
100 
160 
145 
165 

373 


Slope  of 
River  and 
Average. 


1087 
436 
808 
674  \ 
426/ 

772 
555 
570 
397 
685 
733  I 
1050  C 
550 
461 
800\ 
7791 
656 
411 
426| 

414 

584 
707 
968 
712 
804 
480 
800 
700 
846 
692 
1000 


Drainage 
Area  in 
Swedish 
Sq.  Milea. 


619 

249 
41-8 

3i8  5 
111-7 

35 
118-3 

395 

30-3 

35 

338-4 

262-3 
128-8 

131-2 

503-4 

118-7 
51-4 

155-8 
43-8 

824-3 
22 

33-9 
26-7 
62-7 
33-2 
49-2 


The  above  rivers  are  arranged  in  order  of  their  geographical  position  from  north  to  south. 
1  Swedish  mile  =  6i  English  as  nearly  as  may  be.  1  kilometre  ^  1093-633  yards. 


reach  the  inland  waters,  so  numerous  are  the  con- 
trivances for  the  capture  of  these  fish  that  pervade 
the  neighbourhood  for  many  miles  out  from  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers.  In  Norrland  this  is  especially 
the  case  where  the  multitude  of  stake  nets,  called 
"  mockor,"  is  marvellous.  On  the  west  coast,  on 
the  shallow,  sandy  shores  of  Halland,  gin-nets  or  a 
kind  of  standing  pound-net  (called  "  laxasatt "  or 
"  strandsatt  "),  with  a  long  arm  going  towards  the 
shore,  are  employed  ;  while  further  north  on  the 
Bolens  coast,  bagnets  "  kilenotar  "  (introduce!  from 
Norway)  and  a  kind  of  bow-net  are  used.  Late  in 
autumn  and  in  early  spring  too  large  quantities  of 
fish  are  captured  in  the  open  sea  off  the  coasts  of 
Skilne  (the  extreme  south  of  Sweden),  Blekinge, 
and  Gothland  with  floating  salmon  lines  and  drift 
nets ;  and  in  decked  boats  the  hardy  fishermen 
often  go  as  far  as  the  German  coast  in  pursuit  of 
their  calling. 

In  one  of  his  publications  Dr.  Lundberg  gives  a 
table  of  the  most  important  Swedish  salmon  rivers, 
which  is  so  interesting  that  I  venture  to  reproduce 
it,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  in  studying  it  that 
under  the  term  "salmon"  is  included  not  only 
salmon  proper  and  sea  trout,  but  land-locked 
salmon  which  ascend  from  great  lakes  such  as  the 
Wenern, 


(Wettem),  and  in  the  Elver  Svartan,  the  efHuen 
of  the  lake  Sommen. 

The  salmon  which  ascend  the  Baltic  rivers  are 
of  considerably  larger  size  than  those  of  the  west 
coast,  the  former  averaging  161b.  or  181b.  apiece, 
the  latter  but  little  more  than  half  that  weight ; 
they  are,  however,  of  better  quality  and  redder  in 
the  flesh.  The  Gulf  of  Bothnia  salmon  are  not 
by  any  means  very  local  in  their  habits,  for  every 
year  in  the  rivers  of  Swedish  Norrland  and  of 
Finland  fish  are  taken  with  hooks  in  them,  the 
make  of  which  shows  that  they  are  from  the 
Blekinge,  Bornholm,  and  German  coasts. 

Among  the  innumerable  contrivances  for  the 
capture  of  salmon  on  the  Swedish  rivers,  one  of 
the  best  known  (at  any  rate  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  country)  is  the  "  pata,"  as  used  on  the  Tornea, 
Kalix,  Umea,  and  Ljnngan.  These  formidable 
erections  vary  considerably  in  size  and  in  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  made.  The  walls  are 
sometimes  of  piles  and  plaited  twigs,  sometimes 
with  a  kind  of  ladder  or  gate-like  bar  work  between 
the  piles,  and  sometimes  of  coarse  hempen  nets. 
When  a  "  pata  "  is  placed  with  due  regard  to  the 
direction  of  the  current,  it  is  most  destructive  ; 
hundreds  of  salmon  are  caught  daily  by  means  of 
these  contrivances  on  the  great  rivers  of  the  north, 


and  on  the  Tornea  as  many  as  a  thousand  have 
been  taken  in  twenty-four  hours  in  one  "  pata," 

There  are  certain  spots  where  the  salmon  rest  on 
their  way  up  stream,  and  where  they  may  be  taken 
with  landing  nets  ;  such  a  place  is  found  at  Miirrum 
in  Blekinge,  where,  close  to  the  "  King's  Bro " 
(King's  Quay)  and  just  below  a  little  waterfall, 
many  salmon  are  annually  caught  in  this  manner. 
As  in  other  lands,  the  take  of  salmon  in  Sweden 
fluctuates  widely,  and  it  not  infrequently  happens 
that  the  results  upon  the  southern  and  western 
coasts  are  very  different  from  those  upon  the  east 
coast  and  on  the  northern  rivers;  but  the  total 
annual  value  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  from 
800,000  to  1,000,000  kroner. 

Seals  do  no  small  amount  of  harm  to  the  Swedish 
salmon  fishermen,  not  only  in  the  way  of  acting  as 
their  competitors,  but  by  the  amount  of  fish  taken 
in  the  nets  which  they  destroy.  There  are  three 
species — the  harbour  seal  {Phoca  vitulina),  which 
occurs  on  the  west  coast  and  on  the  east  as  far  up 
as  central  Sweden  ;  the  ringed  seal  {Phoca  foetida), 
which  is  most  numerous  in  the  northern  Baltic  and 
Gulf  of  Bothnia  ;  and  the  grey  seal  (Halicliocrus 
grypus),  which  is  more  generally  distributed  than 
either  of  the  other  sorts,  and  is  also  more  destruc- 
tive. During  the  months  of  February  and  March 
the  fishermen  go  out  on  the  ice  in  specially  con- 
structed boats,  in  which  they  live,  and  from  which 
they  make  expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
the  seals.  Clad  in  white  and  travelling  with  a  kind 
of  broad  "  Skida,"  on  front  of  which  are  rests  for 
the  heavy  seal  guns,  they  approach  these  animals 
as  they  lie  upon  the  ice,  shooting  and  spearing  as 
many  of  them  as  possible  before  they  escape  through 
their  "  blow-holes,"  Rugde. 


EECITALS  WHICH  WILL  BE 
WOETH  HEAKING, 


Mr,  Harrison  Hill  and  Mr,  Percy  French,  who 
give  the  most  delightful  musical  and  recitation 
entertainments,  have  arranged  to  give  a  series  of 
Thursday  afternoon  entertainments  during  the 
coronation  season  at  Steinway  Hall,  Lower  Sey- 
mour-street, W.,  at  3.15  p.m.,  on  May  29, 
June  5,  12,  and  19,  and  July  3,  also  at  9  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  June  17,  Prices  range  from  Is. 
to  5s.,  and  tickets  can  be  had  at  the  box  office  or 
of  most  of  the  musical  agents.  We  can  very  con- 
fidently recommend  our  readers  who  want  to 
enjoy  a  very  pleasant  time  to  make  a  note  of  this 
series.  Mr.  Hill  delighted  the  Fly  Fishers'  at 
their  last  annual  dinner  with  his  humour  and 
musical  talent.  His  get  up  as  Joe  Chamberlain  is 
especially  taking. 

Mr.  Harrison  Hill  as  "  Joe  Chamberlain." 


"  If  I  were  only  Joseph,  and  Joseph  only  me,'* 
I  really  think  a  fair  exchange  of  places  it 
would  be. 

Just  fancy  what  a  funny  state  of  things  would 
then  exist 

Were  I  Colonial  Secretary,  and  he  a  humorist." 

• — Harrison  Hill. 

Mr.  Percy  French  is  also  writing  new  sketches 
for  the  series,  in  addition  to  some  of  his  well- 
known  old  favourites.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what 
Mr.  French  is  not.  He  is  an  artist,  reciter,  and 
raconteur,  a  witty  Irishman,  and  withal  a  gentle- 
man who  sketches  in  coloured  chalks  pictures 
which  are  puzzling  examples  of  the  Whistler  type 
of  art,  but  which  luhen  turned  upside  down  are 
extremely  laughable  bits  of  artistic  humour. 

*  This  isn't  grammar— but  it  rbymea. 
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A  SUSSEX  EXPEDITION. 

Seven  o'clock  on  an  August  morning— bright 
sun — not  a  cloud  visible. 

"  Going  to  be  hotter  than  ever,"  we  murmur,  as 
we  get  out  of  bed;  "just  the  day  for  a  fishing 
excursion."  Whereupon  we  fling  the  window  still 
wider  opfn,  and  regard  the  Sussex  Downs,  standing 
out  like  blue  walls  in  the  morning  sun.  The  spell 
is  broken  by  a  voice  from  below—"  Momin'  to  ye, 
sir.  Got  the  wums,  sir?"  Being  thus  brought 
down  again  to  earth,  we  realise  that  pyjamas  are 
rather  airy  for  out  of  door,  or  "out  of  window," 
use,  and  accordingly  fall  back  upon  shaving 
materials. 

In  the  field  opposite  that  absurdly  early  bird, 
Jones,  is  walking  about  with  a  golf  club,  though 
whether  for  sporting  or  pugnacious  purposes  is  not 
apparent. 

More  restful  to  the  eye  is  the  fat  sow  which 
occupies  one  corner  of  the  same  field,  indifferent  to 
all  men — even  anglers. 

But  we  are  forgetting  our  little  expedition. 
Sounds  as  of  miniature  avalanches  from  without 
mform  us  that  "  the  young  'un  "  (the  modesty  of 
youth  makes  him  reluctant  to  be  named  here)  is 
"  getting  things  together." 

This  interesting  process  consists  in  rushing  madly 
from  one  room  to  another,  and  making  a  huge 
heap  of  tackle  right  across  the  haU,  so  that  the 
housemaids  have  to  jump  in  order  to  reach  the 
rantry  door.  "  The  young  'un  "  lives  for  expedi- 
tions, for  he  is  a  keen  fisherman,  and  would  sooner 
be  down  by  the  water  than  poring  over  the  Greek 
vocabulary— strange  fact.  The  excitement  must 
be  mfectious  for  we  go  down  to  breakfast  several 
steps  at  a  time,  after  which  hasty  meal  we  cram 
our  tackle,  baits,  etc.,  into  two  creels,  and  strap 
our  rods  across  the  handle-bars. 

Before  we  quite  realise  what  we  are  about  we 
are  ridmg  along  the  dusty  roads,  which  have  not 
ielt  a  drop  of  rain  for  weeks.  "  The  young  un's  " 
tongue  has  a  special  long-running  motor  action, 
and  this  morning  it  is  worse  than  ever.  Past  a 
water-mill  and  a  thick  wood,  and  we  jump  off  at 
a  wayside  mn  for  the  sole  reason,  if  you  please,  of 
leavmg  our  bicycles  in  an  out-house.  The  land- 
lord comes  out,  beaming,  says  it  is  a  fine  day,  and 
that  the  fish  in  the  pond  are  "extra  large  this  year." 

We  take  our  rods  and  baskets  and  a  short  cut 
across  some  fields  and  come  upon  the  pond— the 
largest  anywhere  hereabouts.  Surrounded  by 
bushes  and  shadowed  at  one  side  by  trees,  it  looks 
an  ideal  place  for  the  angler. 

Unfortunately,  however,  though  the  place  swarms 
with  fash,  only  the  very  smallest  condescend  to 
notice  the  baits,  and  as  a  local  sportsman  once 
remarked,  "  Yer  don't  git  nothin'  wot  yer  can  stick 
yer  teeth  into."  This  fact  does  not  deter  us  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  we  accelerate  our  steps 
to  reach  the  waterside.  "  The  young  'un,"  with 
the  natural  simplicity  of  youth,  chooses  the  largest 
and  most  gaudy  float,  requiring  some  half-dozen 
huge  shot  to  keep  it  down,  and  weights  it  in  addition 
with  a  lump  of  paste  the  size  of  a  small  loaf  An 
enterprising  young  roach— about  one  inch  in  length 
--bolts  It,  and  the  day's  sport  has  commenced 
bo  we  continue  reaping  a  harvest  of  "  sprats,"  and 
admiring  the  grand  scene.  Presently  we  have 
lunch,  then  back  to  the  rods  again.  Soon  after- 
wards two  brother  anglers  seek  the  bank— a  young 
spark  with  a  gold-rimmed  eye-glass,  greenheart 
salmon  rod,  and  three  yard  cast  of  extra  superfine 
gut- and  one  of  the  "  rustic  "  order  with  a  length 
of  thick  string  and  a  rod  which  resembles  a  Yule 
log. 

We  watch  these  new  comers  with  interest  as 
they  settle  down  in  characteristic  attitudes  a  few 
paces  off  and  wait  with  that  patience  necessary  for 
me  contemplative  man's  recreation." 
•  ?f  l  f P^^^^  '  ^  monster  carp  somewhere  out 
m  the  niiddle  of  the  pond  informs  us  of  his  presence 
by  a  swish  of  his  mighty  tail. 

A  diversion  is  caused  here  by  the  strange 
behaviour  o  the  "  spark,"  who  jumps  four  feet  in 
the  air  and  announces  in  a  stentorian,  guttural 
voice  that  he  has  "  got  a  bite."  The  rustic,  with 
brotherly  afi^ection,  assists  him  in  hauling  out  an 
old  boot,  and  goes  away  muttering  something  which 
we  are  lucky  in  not  hearing. 

At  this  juncture  our  float  goes  on  a  short  tour 
and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  landing  a  half-pound 
roach.  The  young  'un  "  receives  encouragement 
in  the  shape  of  a  small  perch. 

The  afternoon  wears  on,  and  nothing  of  any  size 


turns  up  till  suddenly  the  "  rustic's"  float  shoots 
away  and  the  superiority  of  his  coarse  tackle  is 
clearly  demonstrated  as  he  lands  a  good  sized  carp. 

The  "  spark  "  starts  saying  something  under  his 
breath,  and  we  observe  that  he  has  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  small  eel  which  displays  its  affection 
by  winding  itself  round  it's  captor's  leg.  This  is 
his  last  catch,  as  soon  afterwards  a  flutter  of  muslin 
among  the  bushes  is  observed,  and  a  feminine  voice 
announces  that  "  Tea's  ready  and  aunt's  cross," 
whereupon  he  dutifully  gathers  up  rod  and  tackle 
and  departs  at  a  run. 

The  labourer  comes  round  to  our  side  in  time  to 
applaud  the  "  young  'un's"  capture  of  a  fair  sized 
carp,  and  we  fall  into  conversation  at  once.  He 
seems  a  most  estimable  old  man,  and  we  find  him 
an  excellent  acquaintance  until  presently — "  I 
'member,"  says  he,  "how  Jim  Dobson  and  I  were 
fishin'  doyra  Cheddingley  way  one  day  when  'e 
landed  a  jack-pike,  eighteen  pun'  'e  wor,  an'  e 
fought  'iin  uj)  an'  down  tJier  hanli  for  quarter 
'our." 

Then  only  we  realise  the  weakness  of  human 
nature.  Silently  but  swiftly  we  gather  up  om-  fish 
and  tackle,  and  leave  this  reprehensible  old  liar  (as 
we  now  regard  him)  on  the  brink. 

"  What  a  dreadful  old  man  !  "  we  say  as  we  again 
mount  our  bicycles,  and  we  spin  home  to  narrate 
equally  impossible  tales  about  the  fish  we  might 
have  caught  if  •. 

But  we  are  satisfied  if  our  listeners  are  not. 

S.  E.  BlERELL. 


A  QUESTION  OF  STOCKING. 


[Continued  from  page  352.) 

For  some  time  past  I  have  been  making 
experiments  with  the  common  river  worm,  and 
so  far  as  I  can  see  it  is  a  creature  which  not 
only  meets  each  of  these  requirements,  but,  where 
it  exists  in  masses,   acts   as   a   water  purifier. 
Wherever  there  is  a  slight  deposit  of  mud  these 
curious  threadlike  worms,  which  in  many  respects 
resemble  those  of  the  garden,  except  that  they  are 
gregarious  and  live  in  huge  colonies,  will  flourish 
and  breed  apace.    When  they  have  once  taken  a 
hold  on  a  particular  spot,  they  increase  so  rapidly 
that  their  situation  can  immediately  be  detected 
bv  the  scarlet  patches  they  form  on  the  bottom. 
No  doubt  many  of  my  readers,  when  they  have  been 
passing  over  Blackfriars  Bridge  to  the  Surrey  side  of 
the  river,  have  noticed  that  at  low  tide  the  whole 
of  the  foreshore  towards  Westminster  Bridge  is  one 
stretch  of  red  mud.     By  many  people  this  is 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  the  sewage  effluents 
from  some  of  the  manufactories  along  the  river, 
instead  of  to  its  proper  cause— the  abundance  of 
river  worms.    To  me,  personally,  it  is  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  our  trout  breeders,  who  cannot 
be   accused   of    want   of    enterprise,   have  not 
yet  awakened  to  the  immense  value  of  the  river 
worm  as  a  food  for  alevins  and  mature  fish  alike, 
but  are  content,  particularly  with  the  former,  to 
restrict  themselves  to  the  use  of  desiccated  egg  and 
liver,  with  the  ever  threatening  danger  of  the 
appearance  of  byssus  from  the  decomposition  of 
stray  particles  which  have  sunk  to  the  bottom  of 
the  rearing  trays,  out  of  the  influence  of  the  cun-ent. 
Another  point  in  favour  of  the  river  worm  is  that 
the  alevins  take  to  it  readily  from  the  moment  the 
umbilical  sac  is  absorbed  and  they  commence  to 
consume  solid  food.    Although  London  is  not  an 
ideal  place  for  piscicultural  operations,  I  have 
managed  during  my  residence  here  to  accomplish  a 
fair  amount  of  trout  breeding.    In  place,  however 
of  a  range  of  rearing  ponds  and  their  accompanying 
apparatus,  I  am  forced  to  content  myself  with  a 
hatchery  constructed  out  of  flower-pot  saucers, 
with  just  a  drip  of  water  playing  on  to  the  eggs  and 
alevins  when  they  have  emerged  from  the  durance 
of  their  shells.    So  far  I  have  had  no  cause  to 
grumble  at  any  want  of  success,  although  in  no 
case  have  I  ever  used  a  particle  of  artificial  food  for 
™y  frji  but  have  reared  them  entirely  on  river 
worms  from  the  moment  they  have  exhibited  signs 
of  requiring  more  solid  sustenance  until  they  have 
grown  too  large  for  their  miniature  home  and  have 
had  to  be  transferred  to  more  commodious  quarters. 
I  am  told  on  good  authority — but  as  it  is  a  thing  I 
have  not  been  able  to  verify  from  personal  observa- 
tion I  mention  it  with  all  due  reserve— that  the 
trout  culturists  are  beginning  to  find   that  the 
extensive  use  of  horseflesh  for  feeding  their  mature 
fish  causes  fatty  degeneration  of  the  ovaries  and 


impairs  the  vitality  of  the;eggs.    If  the  river  worm 
will  live  in  hard  limestone  and  chalk  water  as 
readily  as  it  will  in  water  coming  from  a  softer 
fonnation,  it  would  certainly  be  worth  the  while  of 
some  enterprising  pisciculturist  to  try  them  planted 
over  the  bottoms  of  some  of  his  ponds  devoted  to 
mature  fish.    Being  a  natural  food  no  ill  results 
could  possibly  follow  to  the  trout  so  fed,  and  I  am 
open  to  make  a  wager  that  as  compared  with  fish 
fed  entirely  on  horseflesh,  or  any  other  artificial 
food,  their  weight  at  the  end  of  a  season  would  be 
considerably  in  advance  of  those  in  the  ponda 
devoid   of  river  worms.    On  several  occasions  I 
have  seen  it  asserted  by  anglers  of  recognised 
repute  that  trout  which  have  come  from  piscicul- 
tural establishments  do  not  rise  to  a  fly  so  readily 
as  wild  fish,  which  have  had  to  forage  themselves 
in  their  native  stream  from  the  days  of  their 
alevinhood.     The   question,    therefore,  remains, 
whether  fish  reared  exclusively  on  a  food  which 
they  ha\e   had   to   pick  up   from  the  ground 
would   exhibit   a  disinclination   towards  taking 
floating  insects.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  position  of 
the  fly  fisherman  could  not  be  rendered  worse,  and 
there  is  at  least  some  prospect  of  its  betterment. 
As  regards  the  Thames,  the  Lea,  and  the  Arun,  the 
three  rivers  in  which  the  London   anglers  arc 
principally  interested,  a  large  amount  of  good 
might  be  accomplished  by  planting  stretches  of 
their  reaches  with  river  worms,  and  making  them 
preserves  which  should  not  be  fished  on  any  account, 
unless  the  v/orms  showed  signs  of  spreading  outside 
the  boundaries  of  their  quarters.    The  only  expense 
entailed  in  doing  this  would  be  the  cost  of  collecting 
the  worms  into  pails  from  the  foreshore  of  the  lower 
tideway,  where  on  account  of  the  absence  of  fish  to 
feed  on  them  they  are  good  material  wasted,  and 
transferring  them  to  the  places  selected  for  their 
reception.  By  this  means  an  unlimited  supply  of  food 
would  be  introduced  into  our  rivers,  and  would  in 
a  surprisingly  short  space  of  time  render  them  as 
proportionately  prolific  as  they  were,  prior  to  the 
conditions  which  are  now  responsible  for  their 
deterioration.  G.  E.  S. 


ANGLO-NOEWEGIAN  FISHEK- 
MEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fisher- 
men's Association,  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
May  28,  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  it  was  resolved  that 
Fiskeri-Inspector  Landmark  should  be  informed 
that  the  Association  will  willingly  help  in  getting 
the  required  information,  and  that  if  he  would  send 
the  hon.  secretary  the  necessary  fonns  a  copy 
should  be  sent  to  every  member  with  a  request  that 
it  be  filled  up  and  forwarded  to  the  secretan,-,  who 
would  then  transmit  the  whole  to  Herr  Landmark. 


STEAY  NOTES  ON  FISHING  AND 
NATUEAL  HISTOEY.* 


{Continued  from  page  353.) 
"  Hand-coiling  "  Line. 
There  is  a  plan  for  managing  the  line  whilst 
spinning,  at  which  the  Thames  fishermen  are  great 
adepts,  and  which  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended, by  which,  instead  of  being  dropped  at  the 
feet  in  the  usual  way,  as  it  is  drawn  in  after  a  cast, 
it  is  collected  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand,  whence  it 
again  runs  out  freely  at  the  next.  It  is  effected  by 
first  taking  the  line  between  the  middle  of  the 
forefinger  and  the  thumb,  then  turning  the  hand 
over,  and  catching  the  line  above  it  with  the  little 
finger,  round  which  it  is  for  the  instant  looped, 
and  then  turning  the  hand  again,  so  as  to  bring 
the  forefinger  and  thumb  again  to  bear  upon  the 
line.  This  process  is  somewhat  dilficult  to  de- 
scribe, and  still  more  so  to  execute  rapidly,  as  is 
necessary  where  there  is  not  much  stream,  or  the 
water  is  shallow.  The  accomplishment  is  however 
very  valuable  one,  enabling  the  proficient,  as  it 
does,  to  fish  comfortably  uoder  many  circumstances 
when  he  could  not  otherwise  do  so  ;  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  a  high  wind,  in  long  grass,  or  off  a  weir, 
as  well  as  to  carry  his  line  from  one  part  of  the 
water  to  another  in  readiness  for  a  cast,  instead  of 
dragging  it  trailing  behind  him,  at  the  risk  of  its 
getting  hung  up  and  collecting  all  manner  of 
rubbish  in  its  course. 

With  regard  to  the  general  management  of  the 

*  Froio  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


370 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mat  31,  1902 


rod  and  line,  when  spinning,  I  will  only  give  two 
hints,  which  may  be  useful.  All  the  rest  must  be 
learnt  by  practice.  One  is  to  avoid,  as  much  as 
possible,  in  the  act  of  throwing,  anything  approach- 
ing to  a  jerli ;  the  other,  after  throwing,  to  let  the 
point  of  the  voA  follow  the  halt  until  it  reaches  the 
water. 

COLOCE  OF  LaNDINCt-HANDLE. 

The  landing-handle,  whether  gaff  or  net  be  used, 
shouli  always  be  of  a  dark  colour,  if  not  black. 
Should  the  net  also  be  well  tanned,  it  will  not  only 
last  longer,  but  be  more  serviceable  while  it  lasts. 
It  is  quite  curious  how  much  more  readily  fish  are 
alarmed  by  a  light-coloured  landing-stick  (cane, 
for  instance)  than  a  dark  one.  Many  minutes, 
which  can  be  ill-spared  when  the  fish  are  in  the 
hiuuour  for  taking,  are  often  saved  by  the  use  of 
the  latter.  A  gaff  afSxed  to  a  small  dark-coloured 
handle  will,  if  skilfully  applied,  often  whip  out  a 
fish  before  he  is  aware  of  his  danger ;  whereas, 
should  he  have  been  once  roused  to  a  sense  of  it, 
by  being  brought  face  to  face  with  a  light-coloured 
one,  and  particularly  if  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
has  been  made  to  land  him  with  it,  he  often  turns 
unpleasantly  fractious,  and  requires  a  good  deal  of 
persuasion  before  he  can  be  again  prevailed  on  to 
come  within  reach.  And  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  those  struggles  of  his  with  a  short  line  are 
infinitely  more  dangerous  than  any  that  he  can 
make  with  a  long  one. 

Spin  Slowly. 

It  you  have  fine  tackle  and  a  good  bait,  I  am 
persuaded  you  can  scarcely  spin  too  slowly. 

In  working  over  a  shallow  you  will  find  that  by 
raising  the  point  of  your  rod  you  will  generally  be 
enabled  to  keep  the  bait  off  the  bottom,  without 
in  any  great  degree,  and,  if  you  have  not  much 
line  out,  without  at  all  accelerating  the  speed  at 
which  you  are  fishing.  When  spinning  with  an 
artificial  bait  the  pace  may  perhaps  be  greater,  as 
otherwise  the  fish  may  detect  the  imposition.  As 
to  slow  spinning,  the  following  circumstance  would 
tend  to  prove  my  theory  : — I  was  spinning,  from  a 
punt,  down  the  reach  of  the  Thames  just  above 
Maidenliead,  where  the  stream  is  not  particularly 
rapid,  and  not  more  than  four  or  five  feet  deep, 
(and  which  had,  bv-the-bye,  been  fished  over  and 
over  again  the  same  season,  and  several  times  the 
same  day),  when  my  line,  which  was  a  new  one, 
becoming  kinked,  I  ceased  pulling  in  altogether 
whilst  clearing  it,  at  the  same  time  raising  my  rod 
almost  to  the  perpendicular  to  keep  my  bait  oiff  the 
bottom.  Having  been  in  this  position  some  little 
time — for  the  kink  was  rather  a  complicated  one — 
I  felt  a  tug,  but  concluded  it  must  have  been  a 
weed  floating  down  st'eam  and  took  no  notice  of 
it.  It  wa^,  howevt  r,  a'most  immediately  repeated, 
when  I  instinctively  struck,  and  found  to  my 
surprise  that  it  proceeded  from  "no  waiter,  but  a 
Knight  Templar,"  a  good  trout  of  over  31b.,  which  I 
got  safely  into  the  landing-net. 

Strike  Pike  Sharply. 

You  will  not  often  err,  when  spinning,  in  striking 
a  pike  too  sharply.  He  gets  the  bait  across  his 
mouth  with  his  big  teeth  well  into  it,  and  nothing 
short  of  a  good  lus;  will  move  it  so  as  to  get  the 
hooks  into  him.  And  the  bigger  the  fish  the  more 
this  applies.  You  feel  the  fish  come  at  you.  You 
strike  him  lightly,  as  you  would  a  trout — feel  he 
is  on,  and  think  all  is  right.  However,  just  as  you 
begin  to  think  of  playing  him,  and  draw  him  to- 
wards you,  you  have  the  mortification  of  finding 
that  he  has  parted  company ,  and  of  seeing  the 
\vake,  like  that  of  a  screu -steamer,  which  the  fish, 
perhaps  a  beast  of  161b.  or  201b.,  has  left  as  a 
parting  token  of  his  size.  Pull  in  your  bait  and 
examine  it.  You  will  see  down  the  sides  of  it  great 
scores,  looking  more  as  if  they  had  been  made  by 
the  teeth  of  a  leister-spear  than  of  a  fish,  but  all  of 
them,  if  you  notice,  simply  across  the  bait.  That 
has  been  just  the  cause  of  your  failure.  The  pike 
took  it  in  all  earnestness,  and  held  it  tight  just  as 
long  as  it  suited  him,  without  taking  any  notice  of 
the  gentle  touch  you  favoured  him  with.  Nay, 
further,  being  rather  hungry,  and  finding  your 
bait  fresh  and  juicy,  just  what  he  fancied,  he  was 
by  no  means  inclined  to  give  it  up,  and  only  did 
so  at  last  when  he  found  himself  mysteriously 
drawn  along  with  it  in  a  manner  which  led  him  to 
apprehend  danger. 

(To  be  continued,) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  (to  eiisure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames. — General  Eemarks. — The  river  remains 
in  splendid  order,  but  the  lock  authorities  in  the  lower 
reaches  have  been  running  off  a  considerable  amount 
of  water,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  slackenirg  the 
stream  when  the  sluice  gates  are  closed.  Since  my 
last  report,  Major  Terry,  at  Shepperton,  has  had  two 
trout,  the  largest  scaling  8Jlb.  and  the  other  31b.  The 
smaller  fish  was  returned  to  the  river.  The  Brothers 
Gomm  have  also  had  a  trout  each.  Prospects  are  good 
now  for  tbe  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  in  a 
fortnight's  time  on  Monday.  I  have  received  the 
twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Angling  Preservation  Association,  which  shows  that 
although  subscriptions  fell  off  last  year  the  Association 
placed  in  the  river  1800  roach,  186  jack,  and  some 
perch.  I  am  informed  that  Sir  Roger  Palmer  has 
abandoned  his  action  in  the  Chancery  Court  to  restrain 
Andrews,  the  Maidenhead  professional  fisherman,  and 
also,  by  inference,  the  public,  from  fishing  the  Thames 
at  Ray  Mead  without  a  permit. — F.  H.  Amphlett, 

  (Henley). — No  trout  have  been  taken  here 

during  the  past  three  weeks,  although  local  anglers 
have  been  out  most  days.  The  weather  is  more  favour- 
able now,  and  one  or  two  fish  have  been  seen  on  the 
move.  There  is  a  nice  stream  running,  and  the  water 
a  good  colour.  A  number  of  barbel  and  chub  have 
now  worked  up  stream  near  Marsh  Lock,  the  latter  fish 
very  large.  I  saw  one  this  morning  (Wednesday) 
going  well  over  51b.,  which  made  one  wish  he  could 
offer  the  brute  a  cherry  or  a  well  scoured  lob  for 
breakfast. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — A  most  agreeable  change 
has  taken  place  since  my  last  report,  and  conditions 
are  now  most  favourable  for  trout-fishing.  Tbe  Haw- 
thorn fly  is  on  in  full  force,  and  a  few  black  gnats  are 
appearing,  but  the  fish  have  not  yet  began  to  take 
these  flies  freely.  By  the  time  this  is  in  print  these 
flies  may  be  added  to  the  collar  retaining  the  Cow  Dung 
as  tail-fly.  INIonday  (May  26)  was  an  ideal  day,  and  a 
gentleman  who  does  not  wish  his  name  to  appeav  took 
a  lovely  basket  of  twenty  fish  weighing  91b.  This  is 
rather  an  unusual  catch  for  this  district. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District).— There  is 
little  to  report  from  this  river.  The  spawning  season 
is  at  hand,  though  it  will  be  a  late  one  this  jear,  and 
although,  owing  to  non-existence  of  a  close  time  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  angling  is  indulged  in  all  the 
year  round  by  a  certain  proportion  of  rodsmen,  very 
little  interest  can  attach  to  reports  of  takes  of  gravid 
and  ill-conditioned  fish.  I  do  not  expect  coarse  fish 
to  be  in  any  condition  rendering  them  worth  capturing 
until  well  into  July  this  year,  with  the  exception  of 
dace,  who  do  not  seem  so  particularly  affected  by  cold 
seasons.  All  the  trout  anglers  I  have  met  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  leave  to  fish  our  few 
strictly  preserved  trout  streams,  are  agreed  that  it  is 
the  worst  season  we  have  had  for  years.  There  is 
scarcely  any  fly  on  the  water,  even  of  the  land 
varieties,  trout  are  not  good  to  rise,  and  many  of  the 
streams  undoubtedly  require  re-stocking.  On  one 
noted  western  water  the  depredations  of  herons  and 
insufficient  rainfall  of  the  preceding  season  are  causes 
of  a  great  falling  off  in  the  stock  of  fish.  Fly-fishing 
in  Norfolk,  never  very  good,  is  deteriorating  yearly, 
and  even  dace  fishing  is  not  so  abundant  as  formerly. 
— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Darenth,  Parningham,  Horton  Kirby,  Sutton- 
at-Hone,  etc. — The  lovely  weather  made  a  ramble 
by  the  water-side  most  enjoyable,  and  also  brought 
countless  flies  out  on  the  stream.  Even  sedges  seemed 
to  come  upon  the  scene,  and  hosts  of  duns  and  gnats 
flitted  about.  It  was  a  perfect  contrast  to  the  state  of 
things  a  week  ago.  The  trout  were  feeding,  though  in 
an  erratic  manner.  1  got  hold  of  a  good  fish  with  a 
Ginger  Quill  soon  after  starting,  but  the  hold  gave ; 
and  this  happened  three  or  four  times.  I  landed  three 
fish,  however,  one  of  which  was  sizeable. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Trout  are  rising 
well  in  the  evenings  to  the  Olive  Dun  and  Black 
Spider,  but  catches  have  not  averaged  more  than  a 
dozen.  Some  very  fine  fish  have  been  secured  by 
dapping  with  the  caterpillar,  Black  Fly,  and  gentle. 
Messrs.  B.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin,  and  M.  Revell  have 
been  having  baskets  of  half-a-dozen  each.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  M.  Revell  creeled  nine  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  seven, 
and  he  also  captured  six  fish  in  beautiful  condition  on 
Wednesday  morning.  Fishing  near  Buckfastleigh, 
Mr.  Edbrooke  landed  a  truff  weighing  22oz.  In  the 
lower  tidal  waters  a  number  of  salmon  have  been 
killed.  A  good  deal  of  talk  has  been  occasioned  in 
Devonshire  as  the  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Dart 
District  Fishery  Board  not  to  prosecute  four  persons 
who  have  committed  offences  under  the  bye-laws. — 
Devonian, 


Esk  (Wliitby).— Some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  this  river  during  the  past  few  days,  and  though  an 
accurate  record  is  not  to  hand  one  or  two  anglers  have 
secured  good  baskets.  Present  appearances  indicate 
that  there  will  be  a  continuance  of  the  warmer  weather, 
and  should  the  water  not  fall  too  low  the  outlook  is 
encouraging.  Sea  anglers  have  had  some  remunerative 
sport  in  the  offing  amongst  the  smaller  fish,  whilst  in 
the  harbour  the  bottom  line  has  accounted  for  a  few 
capital  baskets. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  report 
the  warm  genial  May  weather  has  come  at  last,  and 
some  good  catches  of  trout  have  been  made,  although 
the  water  is  very  clear  and  rather  low.  The  most  useful 
flies  seem  to  be  the  old  favourite  Blue  Dun  and  Upright, 
Stone  Ply,  and  Palmers.  At  Brampford  Speke  and 
Cadeleigh,  and  above,  visitors  have  been  fortunate  in 
making  good  heavy  creels,  and  are  favourably  impressed 
with  the  many  attractions  of  sunny  Devon.  A  few 
salmon  have  been  taken  below  Exeter,  near  Thorverton 
and  Stoke  Canon,  and  if  we  should  have  a  good  rain- 
fall the  prospects  would  be  very  favourable,  as  there 
are  some  fine  fish  in  our  waters,  the  size  being  con- 
sidered before  the  numbers. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Linos,  and  Cambs.)— 
Since  the  advent  of  the  holidays  a  great  change  has 
set  in  in  the  weather  affecting  trout  angling.  The 
passing  away  of  the  cold  winds  has  led  to  the 
sunshine  producing  insect  life,  which  will  have 
its  effect  on  the  waters.  Not  only  are  there 
many  more  land  flies  around  the  hedge  rows  and 
pastures,  but  water  flies  are  considerably  more 
numerous  than  they  were  on  tha  streams.  Many 
indeed  are  looking  out  for  the  Drakes.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  fish  are  at  last  beginning  to  take  a  fancy  to 
these  insects,  particularly  in  the  afternoons.  But  the 
trout  fishing  season  even  yet  is  not  tempting,  and 
some  anglers  will  not  touch  their  tackle  till  they  hear 
the  May  Fly  is  up.  Captures  have  been  very  rare 
since  the  holidays. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  has  been  visited 
by  a  good  many  anglers  in  search  of  trout  since  the 
weather  improved,  but  down  to  Wednesday  only  one 
or  two  fish  had  been  reported  taken.  The  water  is  in 
good  order  for  the  sport,  and  the  May  Fly  ought  to  be 
in  evidence  this  week-end.  Roach  have  been  busy 
spawning  this  week.  The  Beane  in  the  Hertford 
district  has  yielded  a  very  fair  number  of  trout,  prin- 
cipally taken  with  minnow  and  worm,  and  the  best 
reported,  caught  on  Monday,  scaling  about  31b.  One 
angler  had  two  brace  in  a  couple  of  outings.  The  dace 
are  beginning  to  rise  both  in  this  stream  and  in  the 
Lea.  The  May  Fly  should  be  on  in  the  Beane  this 
week-end  or  the  first  day  or  two  in  June.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful,  fine,  and  warm,  and  more  like 
summer.  The  rain  at  the  end  of  last  week  refreshed 
the  rivers  and  improved  them  and  the  prospects  for 
sport,  and  since  then  there  has  been  more  anglers  out. 
The  trout  have  been  more  on  the  mova  and  rising 
freely  at  the  fly.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  on 
the  river,  and  some  very  good  lots  of  trout  have  been 
taken. — Gwynne. 

Lng'g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  fEingrsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear  and  a  nice  level.  Weather  does  not 
appear  to  have  settled,  and  is  still  changeable,  conse- 
quently sport  has  varied,  and  on  the  whole  has  not 
been  good.  To-day  (Wednesday,  May  28)  wind  has 
been  at  S.W.,  a  nice  breeze,  and  trout  have  been  rising 
pretty  freely.  Yellow  Dun,  Alder,  and  Orange  Palmer 
are  the  leading  flies,  yet  several  others  are  out.  The 
May  Fly  is  now  fully  due,  but  have  not  seen  one, 
though  one  or  two  stray  natural  insects  are  reported. 
Should  say  it  will  appear  by  the  end  of  present  week, 
and,  if  so,  the  coming  week  should  see  good  sport  with 
it,  as  there  is  a  very  fair  volume  of  water  in  the  rivers  ; 
and  they  are  in  other  respects  in  good  order. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Sudleigh  Salterton).— A  complete  change 
of  weather  has  set  in  during  the  last  few  days,  the 
cold  winds  having  left  us.  At  time  of  reporting 
(Wednesday,  May  28)  it  is  cloudy  and  close,  and  the 
glass  is  falling.  A  freshet  would  improve  fishing  as 
the  river  is  very  low.  The  trout  have  been  moving  a 
little,  the  best  times  being  in  the  forenoon  and  from  G 
to  8. 30  in  the  evening.  The  Alder  Fly  has  been  in 
evidence  and  Pale  Duns  appear  on  the  water  a  good 
deal,  especially  at  evening. — Heron. 

Plymouth.— There  has  not  been  much  doing  during 
the  week.  The  water  has  been  very  fine  and  not 
enough  of  it.  Some  few  have  been  caught  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Tavy,  but  with  the  worm  and 
natural  fly.  I  have  not  heard  of  anything  worth 
noticing  in  the  lower  waters ;  all  the  rivers  seem  to 
have  had  the  same  luok.  We  want  a  few  good 
showers  now  to  put  some  life  in  the  rivers.  There 
are  plenty  of  peel  in  the  lower  stretches  waiting  for  a 
spate.  I  was  at  Marytavy  on  May  26,  but  there  was 
very  little  water  coming  down,  and  as  clear  as  the 
proverbial  gin. — W.  Hbarder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Of  late  Thursday  has,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
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been  one  of,  if  not  the,  days  of  the  week  on  which  most 
rain  has  fallen,  and  Thursday  in  last  week  was  no 
exception  to  the  rule,  excepting  that  instead  of  sleet 
and  rain  it  was  rain  alone.  The  quantity  that  fell 
made  little  appreciable  difierence  in  these  streams  as 
far  as  volume  is  concerned,  but  it  has  wonderfully 
improved  the  condition  of  the  water,  which 
is  now  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  weather, 
•  too,  shows  a  corresponding  improvement  to  what 
it  was  a  short  time  ago,  but  in  spite  of  this  there 
are  as  yet  very  few  flies  to  be  observed  on  any  of  these 
streams,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  few  fish  are 
seen  to  rise,  so  it  is  no  wonder  :that  up  to  the 
present  good  baskets  of  trout  are  the  exception  instead 
of  the  rule  at  this  period  of  the  season. — VYENwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — A 
sudden  and  welcome  change  in  the  weather  was 
experienced  on  Saturday,  May  24,  a  shade  too  hot  at 
72°  in  the  shade.  Streams  are  running  bright  and 
rivers  fining  down,  but  as  I  write,  Wednesday  evening. 
May  28,  the  barometer  has  fallen  and  rain  set  in,  with 
every  appearance  of  a  continuance.  In  a  few  hours' 
stroll  among  western  streams  on  Saturday  midday. 
May  24,  I  did  not  see  a  rise.  A  few  fish  have 
been  taken  up  to  2^1b.,  but  here  in  the 
season  we  have  no  rise  of  May  Ply,  and  it  is 
seldom  a  May  Ply  will  kill  a  fish.  Surely  they  might 
be  introduced  to  the  water.  I  have  no  news  from  the 
Ouse  or  Adur,  so  infer  there  is  nothing  worth  notice. 
Harbour  fishermen  have  had  fair  sport  among  smelt 
and  small  bass.  At  Dellquay  and  at  the  mill  pond  at 
the  lower  lock,  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season,  when,  from  the 
quantities  of  fish  seen,  good  sport  should  be  had. — 
Geobgk  p.  Salteb. 

TaflF  (Llaudowror,  Carmarthensliire).— Only 
very  little  sport  with  trout  during  the  past  fortnight. 
The  net  fishermen  in  the  tidal  waters  have  not  taken 
many  salmon,  but  have  caught  a  fair  number  of  sewin. 
— H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— I  have  heard  of  a  few  good 
catches ;  one  had  eighteen  trout,  and  the  catches 
range  from  six  brace  to  fifteen  brace.  The  May  Ply 
may  be  seen  here,  but  is  not  much  use  to  the  fisher- 
men. The  Hawthorne  Fly  is  plentiful,  but  do  not 
come  over  the  rivers.  Netsmen  are  complaining  of 
the  scarceness  of  salmon,  but  the  mullet  and  small 
bass  can  be  seen  in  the  river  in  numbers,  about  Jib. 
each,  but  when  approached  they  are  oS. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Water  in  Teifi  very 
good  (May  26).  Ten  fine  salmon  have  been  landed 
during  the  past  week,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
taken. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  the  weather,  after 
a  fall  of  rain  all  day  on  Thursday,  May  22,  changed 
quite  round  from  cold  to  beautiful  warm  and  more 
like  summer,  and  there  has  been  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  prospects  of  sport.  There  have  been  more 
real  flies  on  the  water,  and  a  good  number  of  rods  has 
been  out  and  sport  has  been  better  and  larger  fish 
landed  which  have  been  in  better  condition.  The  flies 
used  are  the  Orange  Palmer,  Stone  Fly,  Black  Gnat, 
Orl  or  Alder,  Red  and  Brown  Spinners  and  Yellow 
Dun,  and  with  continued  warm  weather  the  May  Ply 
should  soon  make  its  appearance  when  good  sport  will 
be  had.  Bottom  fishing  has  accounted  for  fine  trout 
and  eels,  and  minnow  fishing  has  been  successful 
under  the  weirs  and  on  the  streams.  On  Saturday 
(May  24)  a  good  dish  of  trout  was  landed  with  Orl 
and  Blue  Dun  below  Ludford. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 

running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  on  Thursday  in 
last  week.  The  weather  has  taken  a  turn  for  the 
better,  and  is  now  fine  and  warm,  more  like  summer, 
and  it  has  had  efiect  on  the  fishing.  The  fish  have 
been  rising  better  at  the  fly,  more  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  sport  has  been  good;  and  with  continued 
fine  weather  there  should  be  good  lots  of  trout  taken 
in  this  part. — Worcesteb. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Rivers 
are  now  in  very  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  several  good 
baskets  having  been  taken  during  the  last  month. 
Dr.  W.  B.  Edwards,  of  Seven  Sisters,  during  his  holi- 
days here,  was  very  successful  ;  his  best  day  with  the 
fly  was  8ilb.  trout  in  the  Cilieny.  A  few  salmon  has 
been  caught  near  Brecon.  The  best  flies  for  trout  are 
Light  and  Dark  Blues,  Quill  Gnat,  and  March  Brown  ; 
also  Hare's  Ear  is  very  good. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  etc.  iMid  and  North  Lincolnshire) .-r- 
Curiously  enough,  we  hear  of  but  very  few  visits  to 
the  Wolds  district  diuring  the  holidays.  One  or  two 
Londoners  are  said  to  have  picked  up  a  decent 
basket  or  two  on  the  waters  below  Market  Rasen, 
and  from  the  preserved  portion  of  the  Bain, 
but  I  am  afraid  their  doings  are  exaggerated. 
The  outlook  has  been  very  unfavourable  right 
up  to  this  week,  but  warmth  is  bringing  into 
life  many  insects.  The  flies  which  concern  anglers 
are  chiefly  Cow  D\mg,  Alder,  and  Hawthorn,  the  latter 
of  which  are  just  making  their  appearance.  There 
are  no  signs  of  the  Green  Drakes  so  far  as  I  can  hear, 
but  with  weather  like  the  present  they  vrill  probably 


not  be  very  belated.  Somewhat  similar  prospects  may 
be  recorded  of  the  streams  running  into  the  Upper 
Witham.  A  showery  May  may  lead  to  a  very  prosperous 
June. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  fining  down  after  the  incessant  rains  of 
last  week.  The  Wye  is  in  order  for  the  fly  much 
sooner  than  the  Derwent;  the  Derwent  has  only 
yielded  a  few  fish.  The  Chatsworth  fishery  has  been 
visited  by  a  fair  number  of  anglers,  but  have  had  only 
moderate  sport.  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson  took  a  nice  dish 
last  week  before  the  rain  came,  from  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  A.A.  water,  also  Mr.  Edgar  Buxton,  one  brace 
with  minnow.  The  May  Ply  not  expected  out  in  any 
number  before  June  8  or  10.  The  prospect  is  fairly 
good  as  we  are  having  nice  mild  weather.— Dotteeel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Torks). —Although  there  has  been  considerable 
improvement  in  the  weather,  the  atmosphere  being 
warmer  and  more  congenial,  yet  there  has  not  been  a 
corresponding  improvement  in  the  water  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view.  It  rained  nearly  all  day 
Thursday  (May  22),  but  the  thirsty  earth  took  most 
of  it,  and  the  slight  freshet  that  fellowed 
was  of  a  very  transient  description,  and 
most  of  our  streams  are  as  low  and  bright  as  ever 
again.  There  is,  however,  a  decided  rise  in  the 
temperature,  and  as  the  barometer  is  falling  the  long- 
wished-for  spate  in  sufiicient  volume  to  thoroughly 
clean  our  rivers  may  arrive  ere  this  is  in  the 
hands  of  my  readers.  Sport  up  the  Yore  has  been 
poor  as  a  rule,  but  I  caught  a  good  dish  of 
trout  up  the  Cover  the  other  day,  and  met 
Mr.  John  Osborne,  jun.,  with  a  good  basket.  A 
good  many  anglers  were  out  on  Saturday,  May  24, 
but  sport  was  poor  and  the  catches  of  trout  ruled 
small.  Mr.  Poester,  of  York,  was  perhaps  the  most 
successful  angler,  for  he  visited  Aysgarth,  and  with  the 
Brown  Owl  accounted  for  seven  brace  of  trout. 
Another  fly,  not  generally  fished  so  early  in  the 
season,  namely,  the  Braken  Clock,  has  killed  well.  A 
few  fair  baskets  of  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Swale, 
between  Callrech  Bridge  and  Grinton,  but  the  tribu- 
tary streams  have  fished  badly,  and  sheep  washing 
operations  have  interfered  with  sport  in  Bedale  Beck, 
etc.,  Mr.  Hugh  Maughan,  Mr.  Blackett,  and  Mr.  A.  E.' 
Whitfield  doing  as  well  as  anyone  on  the  latter  stream! 
The  Wharfe,  Aire,  Nidd,  and  Crimple  Beck  were  all 
slightly  coloured  last  week  end,  and  this  fact  tempted 
a  few  anglers  out.  Some  of  them  made  a  decent 
basket  or  two  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  or  the 
natural  minnow  fished  on  "  Ariel  "  tackle,  the  most 
killing  flies  being  the  Orange  Partridge,  Yellow 
Partridge,  Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Dark 
Watchet.  The  same  flies,  with  the  March  Brown, 
have  accounted  for  a  brace  or  two  of  fish  here  and 
there  up  the  Nidd.  The  best  killing  patterns  on  the 
Rye,  Riccal  Costa,  and  Derwent  have  been  the  Iron 
Blue  Dun  (winged)  and  Olive  Bloa.— John  E.  Milleb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street' 
Leeds.  ' 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

Although  angling  commenced  somewhat  earlier  than 
usual,  good  baskets  are  made,  despite  stormy  weather. 
On  20th  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy,  Penrith,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  landed  fifty-eight  trout,  weighing  in  all  1741b 
Mr.  C.  H.  Mason  and  Mr.  Hill,  London,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  caught  2^  dozen,  7^1b.  On  21st  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Hill,  on  Loch  Urigill,  three  dozen  trout! 
9 Jib. ;  Messrs.  Blathwayt,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  sixty-five 
trout,  201b. ;  and  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy,  on  Loch 
Cama,  fifteen,  71b.  On  22nd  the  last-named,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  had  eighty  trout,  201b;  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Hill,  on  same  loch,  a  basket  of  llflb. ;  and  Mr. 
Blathwayt,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifty-two  trout,  181b'. 
On  24th  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy,  on  Loch  Boarlan' 
twenty-six,  101b.  On  26th  same  party,  on  Loch  Cama' 
thirty-eight,  15Jlb.—B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Mr.  Douglas,  of  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  says :  "  Weather  remains 
cold  and  showery,  and  frequent  downpours  of  rain  have 
raised  both  rivers,  and  sea  trout  were  got  in  the  upper 
reaches  by  Messrs.  Barnfather,  Hawkins,  McMillan, 
Borthwick  (one  near  the  Skippers  Bridge)."  At  time 
of  writing  heavy  showers  are  falling.  Yellow  trout, 
now  in  capital  condition,  are  being  taken,  and  the 
Liddle  is  running  up  a  good  record  in  burn  trout,  the 
river  being  in  fair  order  for  angling.  The  best  index 
for  the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  is  the  Solway  Pirth. 
The  past  week  at  the  different  salmon  stations  was 
very  unproductive.  The  sea  trout  migration  has  been 
a  complete  failure  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone.  

GlLNOCKIE. 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  reimirements 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon 


Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Most  of 
the  fish  caught  during  the  past  week  were  got  on  the 
upper  waters.  On  Monday  (May  20)  Mr.  Robert 
Munro  on  Mr.  Dyson  Perrins'  rod  landed  three  salmon 
on  Glencalvie  water,  another  three  were  caught  on  the 
Amat  waters.  On  Tuesday  (May  27)  Mr.  R.  Munro 
landed  two.  The  improvement  lately  experienced  on 
the  neighbouring  net  fishings  on  the  tidal  waters  has 
fallen  of!  very  much. — B. 

Cree  and  Minnick. — These  rivers  are  fairly  well 
stocked  with  fish,  but  a  harsh  northerly  wind,  com- 
bined with  bright  sun,  has  militated  against  sport. 
Rain  fell  on  Friday,  May  IC,  which  brought  down  a 
moderate  spate  on  Saturday.  On  May  18,  as  usual, 
the  water  was  in  fine  fishing  trim,  and  the  sky  cloudy, 
but  on  May  19  the  sky  was  clear  and  the  wind  as  hard 
as  ever.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  landed  two  salmon  of 
81b.  and  5Jlb.  from  Beat  3  on  that  day,  and  two  of 
101b.  and  91b.  from  Beat  6  on  Tuesday,  May  20,  besides 
losing  two  others.  No  other  reports  have  come  to  hand. 
— Salmoniceps.  [Received  too  late  for  insertion  last 
week.] 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  and  state 
of  river  is  now  more  favourable  for  both  rod  and  net 
fishing.  Since  the  change  took  place  fish  are  drawing 
to  the  coast  in  larger  numbers,  and  for  the  past  week 
the  results  are  better.  Salmon  are  increasing  in  size, 
and  on  the  23rd  a  fine  fish  was  netted  in  the  river 
weighing  311b.  This  is  the  heaviest  salmon  killed 
this  season.  Last  year  some  of  the  fish  taken  in  the 
nets  weighed  401b.  Grilse  are  not  yet  plentiful,  but 
the  few  that  have  been  caught  in  the  river  and 
adjacent  coast  are  of  better  quality  than  those  got 
last  year.  They  are  also  larger,  the  average  at 
present  being  41b.  Some  good  trout  are  also  got  in 
the  nets  from  IJlb.  to  41b.  Three  heavy  boxes  left  in 
the  beginning  of  the  week  for  the  English  markets. 
The  improvement  in  the  weather  conditions  will 
increase  the  number  of  anglers  on  the  river,  and  sport 
will  be  better.  Mr.  Morgan,  lessee  of  the  Asswanly 
shootings,  has  arrived  at  Glass  for  the  fishing. — H.  W. 

  (Huntly). — With  the  exception   of  a  few 

unfavourable  days,  Messrs.  Payne  and  Williamson 
have  had  baskets  daily  ranging  from  51b.  to  121b.  of 
nice  trout.  The  Rsv.  A.  Keogh  got  one  good  basket 
last  week  on  Colonel  Forbes'  Wd,ter  at  Rothiemay, 
thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  19.Jlb.  On  the  same 
water,  on  May  26,  Messrs.  Payne  and  Williamson 
had  baskets  of  lljlb.  and  111b.,  and  Mr.  P.  G.  Paed, 
fishing  Mr.  Porter's  Marnoch  water,  had  a  basket  of 
thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  181b.  Salmon  anglers 
are  not  having  a  good  time  of  it.  During  last 
week  I  have  onlj'  heard  of  two  being  landed — Mr. 
Farquharson,  Avocha,  one  of  171b.,  and  Jas.  Milne 
one  of  111b. — Drake  Wisg. 

  On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing  at  Corniehaugh  Mr. 

Dunkerley  and  party,  in  eight  days'  fishing,  landed 
one  salmon,  7Jlb.,  and  195  trout,  scaling  89Jlb  ;  and 
on  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section,  on  May  28,  Mr.  Paed, 
Edinburgh,  creeled  thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  181b. 
John  Porter. 

Loch  Doon  (Dalmellington). — Loch  Doon  is 
now  in  good  fishing  condition.  Out  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel  Messrs.  Glegg  (Edinburgh)  killed  eighten  dozen 
trout.  The  Girvan  Angling  Club,  twelve  members, 
had  good  sport  on  May  21.  Sixteen  members  of  the 
New  Cumnock  Angling  Club  got  fair  baskets  on 
May  23.  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Marshall  creeled  forty 
trout.  Messrs.  Howat  and  friend  had  thirty-six  trout 
on  May  24.  Good  prospects  for  next  week. — Jas. 
Macdosald. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Strong,  squally  south- 
westerly winds  with  heavy  clouds  overhead,  through- 
out the  past  week  and  but  a  passing  shower  or  two 
have  been  most  unfavourable  for  the  angler.  Very 
few  fish  are  rising,  and  little  more  than  half  the 
members  of  angling  clubs  that  competed  drew  blood. 
Of  five  competitions  that  were  held,  which  was  taken 
part  in  by  fifty-seven  members,  twenty  were  clean. 
The  most  successful  club  was  Glasgow  Clydesdale  when 
ten  members  had  only  twenty-six  trout,  251b.  First,  Mr. 
C.  Marchant,  five  trout,  41b.  3oz.  Mr.  G.  W.  McCreath, 
of  the  Glasgow  Western  Club,  had  the  heaviest  prize 
basket  of  the  week  with  six  trout,  61b.  Soz.  Private 
parties  : — Mr.  Methven,  London,  and  Mr.  Dempster, 
Glasgow,  nine  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Fleming,  Dollar,  nine 
trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Lyle  and  Mr.  Muir,  Edinburgh,  thirteen 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Finlay,  Manchester, 
nine  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Wright,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  RUey,  Colne,  nine  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  Tod, 
Kinross,  creeled  in  a  few  hours  nine  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs. 
T.  R.  Wilson,  Falkirk,  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  Edin- 
burgh, five  trout,  81b. ;  Captain  Montgomery  and  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Philips,  London, 
twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Cairns  and  Dunbar,  nine 
trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Potter,  Glasgow,  seven  trout, 
91b ;  Mr.  Cameron  Armadale,  twelve  trout,  121b. ; 
Major  Reid,  six  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hunter,  Dollar,  four 
trout,  71b.  The  largest  trout  captured  weighed 
21b.  looz.,  and  was  creeled  by  Mr.  Morrison,  Paisley. 
A  pike  of  141b.  was  landed  with  the  rod. — Robert 
Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — On  May  2,  Messrs. 
Hayes  and  Eckersley,  on  Tormosat,  seven  brown 
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We    hold  one 
of  the  Largest 
Stocks  of 

MAY  FLIES 

in  the  Kingdom. 
Of  every  known 
pattern. 


JPlttville  Gates f 


PRACTICAL  ANGLERS 


AND 


Manufacturers  of  First-class 
Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle. 

SPECIAL  MAY-FLY  CASTS,  10s.  doz. 

THE  MULTDM-m-PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  21s. 

N^ew    Illusti?£i.ted    IL<ist  F]:*ee. 


THE  NEW 


"IDEAL"  MAY  FLY 


(Protected.) 

jiDFANTAGES. 

While  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  detaclied  bodies 
are  more  natural  than  those  worlced  on  the  shank  of  tlie 
hook,  there  has  always  been  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
detached  bodies  made  of  materials  soft  enough  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  hooking  of  a  flsli.  This,  however, 
has  been  entirely  overcome  by  the  invention  of  owr 
"Ideal"  May  Fly,  and  the  following  are  some  of  the 
advantages  claimed  for  it : — 

It  is  the  most  natural  Fly  ever  produced  in  fonn, 
colour,  and  size. 

It  is  practically  unsinkahle. 

It  does  not  take  half  the  drying  of  any  other  May  Fly, 
and  this  alone  should  be  a  great  recommendation. 

It  always  falls  cocked,  the  right  way  up. 

When  on  the  water,  the  position  of  the  hook  is  such 
that  a  fish  rising  at  the  fly  must  get  hooked. 

The  body,  being  as  soft  as  the  natural  fly,  cannot  be 

the  means  of  the  fly  being  knocked  forward  when  a  fish 

rises  at  it,  as  is  the  case  with  other  flies  made  of  harder 

substances.  ,  , 

^er  doz. 

Price  5/- 

Wlth  Summer  Duck  or  Egyptian  Goose- Wing  6/- 


xs  7  s. 

HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 


Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 


Drag  Nets. 
Tpammel  Nets. 
Flue  Nets. 


Rabbit  Nets. 
Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


Casting  Nets.      Keep  Nets. 
Pupse  Nets.         Eel  Nets. 
Dpum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 
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PORCELAIN 

ROD  RINGS. 


Anglers  may  now  obtain  the  genuine 
Porcelain  Rings,  as  recently  described  in 
the  Fishing  Oazette,  from 

F.  W.  DALE, 

Anglers'  Depot, 

HANLEY,  STAFFORDSHIRE. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  auy  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magulflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing- powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishlngTackle  Ma  ufacturer.Omagh.lreland. 


REAL  IMPROVEMENTS  in  FISHING  TACEE. 


MORRISS'  PATENT  INVISIBLE  HOOKS. 

May  Flies  on  th^se  Hoolcs  are  Perfection, 


Sample 
on 

Application. 


2/-  doz.  Sold 
everywhere. 

3  doz.  on  receipt 
of  P.O.  for  6/-. 


Sample  on 
Application. 


2/-  each.    Sold  every- 
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i  doz.  P.O.  for  12/-. 


MORRISS'   CARSON  SPINNER. 


THE  only  Spinner  that  will  catch 
Trout  and  Perch  when  off  the  fly. 
TRIED  and  PROVED  successful. 


Samples  on  application. 

Sold  everywhere.    6/-  doz. 
J  doz.  3/-. 


ALFRED  MORRISS,Marston  Works,  REDDITCH. 
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trout,  41b. ;  heaviest,  lib.  On  the  3rd,  Messrs.  Hayes 
and  Ramsden,  on  Fada,  twenty-four  brown  trout, 
121b.  ;  heaviest,  lib.  On  the  7th,  Messrs.  Hayes  and 
Wright,  on  Fada,  eighteen  brown  trout,  91b. ;  heaviest, 
lib.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Hayes,  on  Verigavat,  twelve 
brown  trout,  61b.  On  the  14th,  Major  Orde,  Kirkibost, 
six  sea-trout,  81b. ;  heaviest,  21b. ;  and  Dr.  S  Neaves,  on 
Skeltair,  thirteen  brown  trout.  On  the  15th,  Major 
Orde,  on  Strumore,  eight  brown  trout,  61b. ;  and  Dr. 
S.  Neavps,  Verigavat,  fifty  brown  trout,  181b.  On  the 
16th,  Major  Orde  and  Dr.  Neaves,  Verigavat,  twenty- 
four  brown  trout,  lljlb.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Edwards- 
Moss,  on  Loch  Fada,  twenty-four  brown  trout,  121b. : 
on  the  22nd,  on  Loch  Dune,  two  brown  trout,  21b. ; 
on  the  24th,  on  Strumore,  four  brown  trout,  41b. ;  on 
the  26th,  on  Strumore,  four  brown  trout  and  one  sea- 
trout,  51b. 

Iiocli  Ruthven. — Fishing  from  Plechity  Hotel, 
Aberarder,  on  May  17,  Messrs.  Mackay  and  party 
had  forty-six  trout,  16Jlb.  ;  on  19th,  sixty  trout,  201b. ; 
on  20ch,  fifty-seven  trout,  221b. ;  on  21st  (two  hours), 
nineteen  trout,  81b.  On  May  22,  Mr.  H.  Copper- 
thwaite  had  eleven  trout,  4Jlb. ;  on  23rd,  fourteen 
trout,  51b. — J.  Geaham  &  Co. 

ITaver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  May 
19,  Mr.  O.  W.  Danckwerts,  K  G.,  Syre  Lodge,  got  two 
salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  Lodge,  a 
grilse  on  No.  5.  On  20th,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  two 
salmon  on  No.l.  On  21st,  Mr.  Gill,  one  on  No.  2;  Dr. 
Turner,  three  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Corbet,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
two  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  6.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on  No.  1 ;  and 
Dr.  Turner,  one  on  No.  2.  On  23rd,  Colonel  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on 
No.  2 ;  Mr.  Corbet,  one  on  No.  5 ;  and  Dr.  Turner,  one 
on  No.  4.    Weather  very  stormy. — B. 

Overscaig^  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  IT.B.). — 
Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle,  has  had  the  following  sport, 
although  weather  conditions  have  been  most  adverse  : 
On  May  20,  on  the  Upper  Shin  beat,  four  trout,  21b. ; 
on  the  21st,  eight,  3ib. ;  on  the  22ad,  ten,  51b. ;  and 
on  the  26ch,  on  Top  Shin,  twelve,  51b.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  trout  almost  average  Jib.  each.  They  are 
in  excellent  condition. — B. 

Oykell  Hotel  (via  Lairg  N.B.).— Weather  most 
unfavourable.  Since  last  reported  sport  has  been  as 
follows.  On  7th  Mr.  Streatfield,  one  salmon,  71b.,  on 
Jimction  Pool,  and  Mr.  Streatfield  Moore  one  of  111b. 
on  George's.  On  14th  the  last-named  landed  three  of 
101b.,  141b.,  and  121b.  On  19th  he  grassed  a 
13-pounder  on  Rock  Pool,  and  Mr,  Streatfield  one  of 
121b.  On  22nd  Mr,  Streatfield  Moore  had  one  of  111b. 
on  George's.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  several 
fish  were  landed  but  particulars  not  to  hand. — B. 

Shin  (luveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  May  16 
Sir  John  D.  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  Greedy  Park, 
Crediton,  Devon,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  201b.,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Davie  a  9-pounder.  On  the  17th  Sir  John 
grassed  two  of  131b.  and  171b. ;  on  the  19th,  Mr.  Henry 
Davie  landed  four,  weighing  211b.,  111b.,  141b.,  and 
lOlb.  ;  on  the  20th,  Sir  John  had  a  13-pounder,  and 
Mr.  Davie  one  of  111b.  ;  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Davie  caught 
two  of  171b.  and  111b.,  and  Sir  John  a  14-pounder  ; 
on  the  23rd,  Mr.  Davie  had  one  of  131b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.  On  the  Annan  Mr.  W.  John- 
stone killed  a  sea  trout  in  the  lower  waters  with  a 
tmall  trout  fly  on  Saturday  morning  (May  24),  and  he 
had  c  ne  or  two  yellow  trout.  In  the  middle  waters  of 
Wamphray  catches  of  twenty  yellow  trout  have  been 
taken,  and  on  other  reaches  the  sport  has  been  very 
poor  indeed.  On  the  Galloway  waters  of  the 
Stewa-try  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  has  been  having 
fair  sport.  On  the  Cree  of  Newton  Stewart,  on 
May  20,  on  stretch  No.  6,  he  accounted  for  a  couple  of 
salmon  weighing  101b.  and  9ib.  Some  fair  trout 
fishing  has  been  had  on  the  Minnick  and  neigh- 
bouring stream.  Nothing  is  doing  at  present  on  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  or  the  Dee  of  New  Galloway. 
On  the  lochs  a  number  of  visitors  have  been  out 
from  Garsphair,  and  fair  sport  is  said  to  have 
been  had.    The  'vaters  stand  in  nee^d  of  a  flood  in 


Galloway.  A  large  number  of  anglers  were  out  on 
Loch  Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  last  week  end.  On 
May  24,  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Marshall  killed  forty 
yellow  trout  on  this  loch  ;  Mr.  Howat  and  friend,  of 
Glasgow,  on  the  same  day,  had  a  catch  of  thirty,  Mr. 
Gleg,  fishing  Loch  Doon  last  week,  killed  over  200 
for  five  days.  The  trout  have  been  rising  wonder- 
fully well  considering  the  cold  bleak  weather.  In  the 
Solway  there  is  a  better  show  of  salmon  and  trout  this 
week.  In  the  Solway  Derwent  sea  trout  are  beginning  to 
show  though  nothing  is  being  done  yet  by  the  rods.  One 
was  taken  in  the  lower  reaches  last  week.  An  angler 
had  a  number  of  yellow  trout  on  the  Kirtle  water  the 
other  day  with  fly,  A  goodly  number  of  Dumfries  and 
Maxwelltown  anglers  fished  the  Nith,  Cairn,  and 
Cargen  on  Saturday  (May  24)  and  presented  the 
trout  caught  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Dumfries, — 
Hkatherbell, 

Spey  (Morayshire). — More  seasonable  weather 
prevailed  last  week,  with  the  result  that  the  river  has 
been  in  flood,  due  to  the  rapid  melting  of  the  snow 
on  the  hills,  the  Cairngorms  showing  daily  larger 
patches  of  black.  The  fly  fishiug  in  these  high  up 
parts  has  scarcely  began  yet.  Insect  life  is 
only  reviving,  and  trout  do  not  rise  to  the  arti- 
ficial fly  until  the  natural  fly  is  present  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  tempt  them.  Sport,  however,  ought 
to  be  good  when  it  does  commence  in  earnest. 
The  Tulchan  Lodge  salmon  fishers  are  meeting 
with  indifierent  sport  this  season,  the  total 
per  day  last  week  to  each  rod  not  averaging  a 
fish.  On  the  Castle  Grant  and  Revack  waters  sport 
has  been  so  bad  that  the  sportsmen  appear  to  have 
desisted  meantime.  From  the  Liggan  water 
Mr.  Grant,  Wester  Elchies,  killed  a  salmon 
of  81b.  ;  Colonel  Smith  -  Grant,  two  of  81b., 
7^1b. ;  and  Mr.  Bannerman,  Lynnburn,  from  the 
Aberlour  water,  three,  of  101b.,  71b.,  and  6Jlb.  It  is 
understood  that  Sir  Spencer  Maryon  Wilson,  tenant 
of  Kiveachie  moors  and  deer  forest,  purposes  stocking 
with  trout  the  numerous  fine  lochs  in  the  shootings. 
A  commencement  has  been  made  with  Loch  Vaa, 
when  5000  trout  from  the  hatcheries  of  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh  were  on  Wednesday  placed  in  that  pic- 
turesque water.— J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baun  and  Tributaries.— Heavy  rains  with  cold 
wind  from  the  we^t  have  been  experienced  for  the  past 
week.  The  tributaries  were  in  flood  and  out  of  order, 
but  the  main  stream  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
A  run  of  spring  salmon  passed  over  the  Kilrea  weir 
into  the  Portglenone  reach  on  their  way  to  the  Lake 
and  Maine  and  Moyola,  but  only  four  were  taken  in 
the  net  at  that  village.  Since  the  temperature  rose 
a  few  sedges  have  come  to  the  surface  on  all  the  sections 
and  trout  are  taking  them  freely.  Bank  anglers 
have  not  caught  so  many  trout  for  years,  as  all  rfsing 
fish  take  the  fly  at  once.  Mr.  Henry  Coate  took  one 
salmon  under  the  Kilrea  weir,  121b.,  and  twenty-three 
trout  in  two  days,  201b.,  largest  31b.  There  are  few 
salmon  on  the  Caronroe  reach,  only  eighteen  having 
been  taken  in  the  cribs  at  Coleraine  for  the  week.  It 
would  seem  as  if  the  Bann  was  going  to  renew  its  old 
reputation  in  the  present  season  of  being  the  best 
brown  trout  river  in  Ireland. — Daniel  O'Feb, 

Balfast  and  District.— Notwithstanding  fairly 
favourable  weather  trout  fishing  in  this  district  con- 
tinues dull  both  on  lake  and  river.  The  Water 
Commissioners'  dams  at  Woodburn,  Stonyford,  etc., 
which  usually  yield  prime  trouting  at  this  time  of 
the  season,  are  giving  no  sport  comparatively  speaking. 
A  few  creels  of  trout  were  made  on  the  Crossgar  by 
local  men.  On  Monday  nine  rods  were  out  on  the 
Clady,  and  only  one  fish  was  taken. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle.— May  Fly  fishing  here  is  in  full  swing  on  all 
the  lakes,  and  we  never  had  it  come  in  more  favour- 
able weather ;  wind  and  rain  nearly  every  day  ;  none 
of  the  bright  tropical  weather  which  is  ruinous  to  the 
dapping  season.  May  27  was  a  bit  too  rough  and 
not  so  good  baskets,  but  May  25  and  26  were  very 
good.    Will  send  result  of  catches  later. — G.  Taylob. 

Cong  (CO.  Mayo).— Fishing  Lough  Gorrib  troni 
here  Major  McNeil,  on  May  25,  caught  one  salmon, 
141b.,  two  trout,  61b. ;  Captain  Williams,  four  trout^ 
81b. ;  Mr.  Morris,  five  trout,  71b,  Weather  much 
improved,  fish  taking  the  fly  freely. — O'D, 

Corrib  and  Tributaries  (Galway),— The  Corrib 
is  in  fair  order,  and  the  temperature  is  higher  than  it 
was  for  the  past  month.  So  far  there  is  a  lack  of  the 
usual  numbers  of  spring  fish,— J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Kivers. — The  Blackwater  is  in  fair 
condition,  and  some  takes  of  trout  have  been  made  on 
the  Benburb  reaches.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Ballin- 
derry  is  by  no  means  good.  Some  spring  salmon  are 
in  the  pools  below  Coagh  Weir.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Messrs. 
Maxwell,  Moore,  and  Barker,  caught  two  salmon 
below  Ballyshannon  Bridge  on  May  26  and  27  of 
151b.  and  16Jlb. ;  Major  Macking  caught  two  salmon 
on  same  dates  of  161b,  and  81b.  Trouting  was  rather 
poor  owing  to  the  prevailing  harsh  winds. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 


Killarney  Lakes  and  Kivers. — Generally  speak- 
ing sport  has  be^n  very  dull  in  the  salmon  department 
since  last  report,  the  takes  being  few  and  far  between. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  fair  at  times  on  the 
lakes.  Silrnoa  are  arriving  slowly,  and  rain  is  needed 
to  bring  matters  up  to  the  usual  stindird  for  this 
d  strict.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  is  practically 
at  a  standstill  until  we  get  rain.  Water  very  low  and 
clear.  Trout  fishing  in  the  evenings  is  now  in  full 
swing,  aod  some  good  baskets  are  beiog  had,  A  large 
number  of  grilse  have  made  their  appearance  in  the 
tidal  waters. — W.  Hayne.s  &  Son. 

Lough  Corrib. — Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cold 
northerly  winis,  the  fishing  has  not  improved  during 
the  pist  fortnight,  the  professional  catch  during  that 
period  being  4071b.  and  4021b.  of  trout.  On  May  25 
the  May  Fly  at  length  appeared  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  admit  of  dapping  being  begun,  and  several  nice 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken  by  the  numerous  anglers 
staying  at  the  different  hotels.  The  first  peal  was 
killed  in  the  Galway  river  by  Mr.  Cohen  on  May  21  . 
— S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Oalway). — Fishing 
here  last  week  was  very  good  considering  the  cold  north 
wind.  Doctor  Golohon  in  a  few  hours  one  evening 
killed  three  trout,  4Jlb.,  21b.  lib.  ;  one  perch  and  one 
pike  on  the  Phantom.  Four  professional  fishermen  in 
two  days  killed  661b.  of  trout,  an  average  of  71b.  per 
man  per  day.  Another  fishermin  in  three  days  landed 
15lb.  of  trout  and  three  perch.  Only  one  salmon 
weighing  231b.  was  killed  here  this  season. — T. 
Murphy. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. — The  following  anglera 
are  fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  C'onbur:  — 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Manwaring,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walton, 
Messrs.  Sabin,  Hnigh,  Lamich,  Cox,  and  Southwell. 
Notwithstanding  stormy  and  unsettled  weather  sport 
is  fairly  good.  The  May  Fly  are  well  up  on  both 
loughs.  Largest  basket  was  171b.  of  trout  on  the  dap  ; 
owing  to  a  change  in  the  weather,  prospects  of  good 
sport  is  certain. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melviu. — Colonel  J.  Lawrence  caught  one 
salmon  of  101b.  on  May  23;  Mr.  O'Kelly  caught 
one  salmon  of  9Jlb.  on  May  27;  and  Mr.  J.  Brown 
caught  another  on  same  day  of  111b.  Mr.  Martin  and 
others  caught  some  fine  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  weighing 
up  to  91b. — M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  doing 
well,  and  not  a  few  large  trout  up  to  71b.  and  81b. 
were  recently  taken  in  the  nets  off  the  Antrim  shores. 
An  odd  salmon  has  been  taken,  but  these  fish  are  not 
stopping  in  the  lough,  but  pushing  up  the  tributaries. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newtowustewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Tb(« 
Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  fair  order  for  trout 
fishing,  and  sport  has  improved  on  the  hotel  waters 
since  last  notes.  On  May  21  Mr.  Witherow  caught 
six  trout,  largest  IJlb.  ;  on  the  22nd  Mr.  Dunne,  four 
Jib.  trout ;  23rd,  same  angler  six  trout  up  to  Jib.  ; 
26th,  Messrs.  Purvis  and  Mulling,  seven  trout;  on 
May  27  Messrs.  Purvis  and  Mulling  creeled  twenty- 
seven  fish,  largest  lib.  and  averaging  fib. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callea  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Summer  weather  here  for  the  past  few 
days,  and  sport  is  sure  to  improve  now.  Mr.  C. 
Daniels  billed  two  grilse,  31b.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  W.  Perth, 
one  grilse,  3Jlb.,  and  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  Brownlo. 
one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  111b. ; 
Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  on  the  lough,  one  grilse,  61b.,  several 
good  trout,  largest  101b  ,  and  four  pike,  largest  101b, 
Admiral  Sir  John  Hopkins  and  Lady  Hopkins  are 
having  good  sport  with  trout.  The  grilse  are  coming 
from  the  sea  in  good  numbers  now. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport 
on  river  and  lake  has  been  very  indifferent  this  week. 
Wild  weather  has  caused  all  this  state  of  things.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  preserves,  and 
some  fine  trout  have  been  bagged  on  the  lake  ;  fall 
detiils  in  next  report.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  of  Man- 
chester, and  Rev.  Harcourt  Williams  have  arrived  at 
Abbey  View  for  the  dapping  on  Lough  Derg.  Mr, 
Malpass  has  killed  some  big  trout,  as  well  as  a  pike 
weighing  251b.  The  latter  fish  is  being  set  up. — S,  J, 
Hurley, 

Shannon  (Castleconnell)  — On  Doonass  Mr,  W. 
A.  Izard  killed  one  salmon,  151b.  On  Prospect  Col. 
Townshend  killed  one  salmon,  20.Jlb, ;  Miss  Town- 
shend,  two  salmon,  141b.  and  31Jlb.  On  Newgardeu 
Col.  Townshend  killed  one  salmon,  371b. ;  Miss  Town- 
shend, one  salmon,  14flb.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed  four  salmon,  13ilb.,  181b.,  211b.,  301b. 
On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  two 
salmon,  15Jlb.  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley,  two 
salmon,  19Jlb.,  191b.  On  the  Woorlsend  Mrs.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheat!  jy,  one 
salmon,  191b. ;  Mr.  Learoyd,  two  salmon,  161b.,  231b. 
— J.  Enright  &  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Dapping  with 
the  Green  Drake  has  been  much  hindered  since 
Saturday  (May  24)  by  the  pre  .'alenoe  of  rough  weather, 
and  the  best  basket  I  heard  of  on  Lough  EnneU  was 
eight  trout.  On  that  day  really  good  sport  was 
obtained  on  Lough  Porravaragh  with  the  artificial 
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flies.  Mr.  M.  Rice  had  eight  trout;  Mr.  Gibson, 
twelve;  Mr.  Ehodes,  six;  Major  Grant,  seven;  and  Mr. 
Nugent,  five.  Since  then  the  flies  have  been  rising 
freely,  and  fair  average  baskets  have  been  made  in  the 
sheltered  portions  of  the  lake.  Dapping  has  not,  as 
yet,  commenced  on  Lough  Owll.  It  is  invariably  a 
week  or  ten  days  later  than  the  other  lakes.  There 
is  a  large  number  of  tourist-anglers  fishing  the  lakes 
this  time.  There  is  a  splendid  rise  of  flies,  and  good 
sport  would  certainly  be  obtained  if  we  were  favoured 
with  moderate  weather. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Very  good  sport  has  been  had 
during  the  week,  the  fish  taken  consisting  principally 
of  pollack  ;  gurnard,  whiting,  bream,  bass,  and  flatfish 
were  also  had.  Bass  are  now  very  numerous  outside 
the  mouth  of  Reenroe  river.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycottou. — Pollack  are  getting  very  nimierous 
around  here,  and  have  given  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.  —  We  have  had  fine  summer  weather 
during  the  past  week,  westerly  winds,  and  seas  calm 
to  choppy.  Several  boat  anglers  have  had  good  sport 
with  bream  up  to  51b.  each  (large  and  somewhat  early 
for  the  time  ,of  year).  Catches  also  include  small 
conger,  whiting,  pout,  and  dabs.  Mackerel  are  be- 
coming more  plentiful,  but  the  drift  netsmeu  are,  at 
time  of  writing.  May  28,  only  making  small  catches. 
They  are  decidedly  late  this  season.— H. 

Crouch  (Bumham-on-Crouch). — During  the  past 
holidays  the  weather  was  so  bad— what  with  the  cold 
gales  and  storms  of  rain  and  hail— that  very  little 
angling  was  done ;  but  during  the  past  few  days  it  has 
been  much  warmer  and  some  nice  codling  have  been 
caught  in  the  Roach  river  by  the  local  fishermen, 
some  of  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  eating.  On 
May  25,  Mr.  Harwood  and  friend,  fishing  the  Crouch 
just  above  the  quay,  caught  two  score  fish  consisting 
of  small  whiting,  codling,  dabs,  one  flounder,  and  one 
eel.  This  week-end  the  tides  will  be  suitable  for  rod 
and  line  angling. — J.  Weight. 

Darrynane  {co.  Kerry); — Pollack  continue  to  give 
fair  sport  around  here,  the  heaviest  fish  being  got 
along  the  shore  between  Abbey  Island  and  the  Hog 
Head.  Whiting  and  bream  are  arriving  within  the 
headlands.— T.  J.  D. 

Eastbourne. — Owing  to  better  weather  the  bass 
have  come  near  shore  and  have  been  taken  with 
spinning  bait.  On  May  24,  I  had  fifteen  bass  weighing 
about  101b.,  best  fish  Iflb.,  with  minnow  bait.  On 
the  26th  and  27th,  nine  others.  I  am  told  the  bass 
are  in  shoals  at  Beachy  Head,  and  prospects  are 
distinctly  good. — J.  W.  S. 

Littlehampton.— Some  splendid  bass  and  flat-fish 
have  been  caught  by  Mr.  Clarence  Scott  during 
Whitsun  week  while  fishing  from  the  shore  between 
Norfolk-road  and  Convalescent  Home.  Lugworm  is  a 
killing  bait  for  above  fish  when  angling  from  the  shore. 
When  boat  fishing  shrimps  or  prawns.  Ragworm  for 
mullet  early  spring  or  late  neap  tides  best.  Good  sport 
can  be  anticipated  until  September.  Undoubtedly  the 
best  town  within  100  miles  of  London  for  summer  sea 
fishing.  1  hear  that  the  bream  are  feeding  as  usual, 
S.S.W.,  about  one  mile  out. — Lobster. 

Plymouth. — The  mackerel  are  coming  in,  and  can 
be  caught  whiffing  near  the  Penlee  point  and  Rame 
Head.  Pollack  are  still  upon  the  increase,  and  are 
getting  larger.  There  is  not  much  more  to  report. 
The  best  spot  for  pollack  is  at  the  Winter  Shoal. — 
William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Scarborough. — We  have  had  such  rough  weather 
during  the  past  few  weeks  that  very  little  has  been 
done  either  by  boat  or  pier  anglers.  Have  been  out 
in  the  bay  to-day  (May  26)  and  got  some  nice  dabs 
and  small  plaice. — H. 

Valentia. — The  weather  has  been  favourable  and 
generally  good  sport  was  had  with  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Pollacking  is  now  afiording  good 
sport  at  this  station.  On  one  evening  Messrs.  J.  T. 
Leary,  S.  T.  Huggard  and  R.  S.  Huggard  had  thirty 
pollack  in  a  few  hours.  Bass  are  numerous  outside 
the  mouth  of  the  Inny. — T.  J.  D, 

Weymouth. — There  has  been  a  decided  change  for 
the  better  in  the  weather  here ;  angling  has  in 
consequence  been  resumed  under  more  favourable 
conditions.  Large  quantities  of  mackerel  are  being 
taken  in  the  Bay  with  net.  On  May  25,  at  Parkwall, 
Chickerell,  one  boat  captured  4,000,  while  another 
boat  at  Langton  took  6,000.  There  have  been  also 
good  takes  of  these  fish  in  the  Bay  with  hook  and 
line,  also  good  hauls  of  pollack.  Yesterday  (May  28) 
thousands  of  bass  were  seen  by  a  crowd  of  people  from 
Trinity  Bridge,  the  water  was  literally  black  with 
them.  I  had  a  decent  catch  of  pollack  from  Westham 
Bridge.  If  this  weather  continues  we  shall  be  having 
some  good  fishing  in  the  harbour  and  back  water,  as  the 
fish  are  now  making  their  way  up.  Weather  to-day 
ii  fine,  but  slightly  clouded.  Winds  southerly  to 
westerly. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marstou 
and  Qo.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Jlngltng  ^xxime5. 

June  1. 

Eldridge's  Excursions  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
commence  for  the  season. 

June  2. 

J  oily  Anglers  :  General  meeting. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 
June  3. 

Brunswick  Brothers :  Visit. 

City  of  London  Piscatorials :  Supper. 

Ilford  and  District :  Annual  general  meeting. 

Stratford :  Concert  and  distribution, 
June  5. 

Queen's  A.S. :  Visit. 

June  10. — Opening  of  the  Coarse  Pishing  Season. 


Jlssociafions 

(Sf&cial  Meetinqb), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  will  take  place  at 
the  Wool  Exchange  Restaurant  to-day  (Saturday, 
May  31),  at  6.30  for  7  precisely.  Mr.  Philip  Geen 
will  be  in  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  in  the  vice, 
and  several  influential  gentlemen  have  signified 
their  intention  of  being  present.  During  the  evening 
a  presentation  will  be  made  to  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  late 
trustee  for  the  A.B.S.  and  a  prominent  worker  for 
the  A. A.  The  silversmiths  have  promised  to  have 
the  challenge  shield  ready  by  then,  so  it  is  hoped 
it  will  be  on  view.    The  musical  arrangements  are 

in  the  capable  hands  of  Mr.  E.  Davis  Hiltcn.  

R.  G.  Woodruff. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
June  2,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  new  season's  membership 
tickets  are  now  in  my  possession,  consequently  there 
need  be  no  delay  this  year  if  secretaries  will  only 
apply  for  them  early  enough  to  enable  me  to  write 
them  out.  The  guide  books  are  promised  me  by 
June  10.  It  is  my  intention  to  have  them  at  the 
delegate  meeting  on  June  16,  thus  saving  me  a 
considerable  amount  of  trouble  and  the  expense  of 
postage  or  carriage. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

With  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  presiding,  the  May 
meeting  of  this  flourishing  association  was  held 
last  Monday  evening  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Barbican,  E.G.  There  were  fifty-two  clubs  repre- 
sented. Little  business  was  down  on  the  agenda, 
but  in  the  course  of  the  evening  several  matters  of 
interest  to  the  association  were  dealt  with,  and  it 
was  announced  that  the  Earl  Darnley  Angling 
Society,  Hackney,  had  been  enrolled.  Mr.  Woodrufi 
reported  on  the  T.A.P.S.  April  meeting,  and  told  of 
the  efforts  of  the  society  to  protect  the  perch  spawn. 
He  also  announced  that  the  association  would  rent 
any  additional  really  good  fisheries,  and  that  its 
annual  dinner  would  be  held  to-night  (Saturday)  at 
the  Wool  Exchange  Restaurant,  Coleman-street, 
City,  Mr.  P.  Geen  in  the  chair.  Occasion  will  also 
be  taken  to  present  Mr.  A.  Murphy,  who  has 
rendered  the  association  such  good  service,  with  a 
testimonial.  Before  the  proceedings  closed  Messrs. 
Abrahams,  Harris,  Manning,  and  Rowles,  visiting 
officers,  gave  in  their  report. — Hon.  Reporter. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  May  23  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the 
Committee  was  held.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
there  were  no  applications.  The  principal  business 
of  the  evening  was  the  re-election  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  as  President ;  Mr.  P.  Geen,  as  Treasurer ; 
P.  Newton,  Steward;  and  S.  Malby,  Secretary; 
after  which  it  was  decided  that  the  Society  remove 
to  the  Cripplegate  Institute  as  soon  as  the  arrange- 
ments can  be  made.  I  beg  to  announce  the  receipt 
of  £3  from  the  Bermondsey  Constitutional  Pisca- 
torials ;  £3  from  the  Albion  Brothers ;  £3,  Warwick; 
£1  13s.,  White  Hart,  and  a  donation  of  10s.  6d! 
from  the  Eagle  Angling  Society.  Secretaries  of 
Societies  please  note  that  unless  cash  is  remitted 
with  lists  the  names  cannot  be  entered  in  the  books 
until  I  have  received  the  said  cash,  therefore  the 
aforesaid  gentlemen  are  not  members. — S.  Malby. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

On  Tuesday  last  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  W. 
Lambert.  Messrs.  Williams,  A.  Taylor,  and  Davison 
have  been  trout-fishing,  but  met  with  little  success. 
Two  new  members  have  been  elected  and  one  pro- 
posed. The  library  also  was  increased  by  a  donation 
froni  Mr.  Bentley.  Arrangements  with  a  view  to 
renting  fishing  water  were  discussed,  and  a  special 
sub-committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
Many  gentlemen  signified  that  they  would  attend 
the  supper  on  June  3,  which  promises  to  be  a  great 
success.  Members  are  again  particularly  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  hon.  sec.  as  to  whether 
they  require  Anglers'  Association  or  Central  Asso- 
ciation railway  privilege  tickets,  each  Associatioa 
offering  special  facilities  in  the  way  of  fishing  water. 


Ghesham  Angling  Society— 

Following  close  upon  the  Whitsuntide  holidays, 
the  relation  of  angling  experiences  at  the  meeting  of 
Tuesday  last,  when  Mr.  Mark  Davies  presided,  were 
very  enjoyable.  Mr.  J.  S.  Emery  holds  the  honours 
of  the  week,  having  captured  a  nice  Thames  trout  of 
51b.  and  another  of  2|lb.  He  also  had  trout  from 
the  Society's  water  of  lib.  lOoz.  and  lib.  Ooz.  Mr. 
Eldred  had  several  fish  up  to  Iflb.  ;  Mr.  Saunders 
a  fish  of  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  Hicks,  Mr.  C.  Gill,  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  had  some  trout  from  Norfolk. 
Mr.  Rogers  captured  a  sea  trout  of  2  J  lb.  Two 
gentlemen  were  elected  and  two  others  nominated 
for  election  a  fortnight  hence.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff 
will  represent  the  Society  at  the  National  Angling 
Clubs'  Competition  on  Loch  Leven,  June  4.  The 
chairman  announced  that  one  of  the  members  of 
the  society  had  kindly  offered  to  allow  the  other 
members  to  fish  his  private  water.  This  is  a  most 
generous  offer,  as  the  river  is  well-known,  very 
accessible  from  town,  and  there  is  considerably 
more  than  a  mile  on  both  banks.— J.  H.  Walker, 
Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
May  28.  The  meeting  was  notable  as  being  the  first 
at  which  any  decent  records  of  trout  were  notified. 
Although  very  few  members  have  been  out  the  warm 
weather  seems  to  have  brought  the  trout  on  in  the 
club  water,  from  which  Mr.  H.  Dunn  has  recorded 
a  pretty  brace,  2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  P.  Berry,  a  brace, 
31b.  l^oz.  and  21b.  9Joz.,  the  best  out  of  seven  taken 
in  the  day.  He  also  took  several  chub  up  to  41b. 
A  few  May  Plies  were  showing.— G.  W. 
National  Sea  Pishebies  Protection  Association — 
A  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  was  held  at 
Pishmongers'  Hall  on  May  27,  when  there  was  a 
full  attendance  of  delegates  from  the  various  fishing 
centres  and  ports.  Lord  Heneage,  president  of  the 
association,  presided,  and  amongst  others  present 
were  Mr.  E.  Mildmay,  M.P.,  the  newly-elected  vice- 
president,  Mr.  G.  Doughty,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  B.  Martin, 
M.P.,  Major  J.  A.  Travers,  and  many  others. 
Amongst  other  questions  discussed  was  the  present 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
relation  to  fishery  questions,  and  a  strong  desire 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Fisheries  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  was  abolished 
in  1898,  was  unanimously  expressed.  The  question 
of  risk  notes  on  railways  was  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee to  investigate,  and  the  executive  decided 
to  call  a  conference  of  the  whole  fishing  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  next  October,  at  Grimsby,  to  con- 
sider these  and  other  important  questions.  Mr. 
Mildmay,  M.P..  thanked  the  meeting  for  his  election 
as  vice-president,  and  promised  to  give  close  atten- 
tion to  all  questions  of  interest  to  the  trade.  The 
honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Towse,  was  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  Foreign  Office  and  obtain 
some  information  in  regard  to  the  International 
scientific  fisheries  investigation  conference  at 
Copenhagen. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  Prank  Ward  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
when  the  following  reports  of  success  amongst  trout 
were  forthcoming  :— Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  five  brace 
from  the  Lambourne  ;  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  a  21b.  4oz. 
fish  from  the  Kennet ;  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  two 
and  a  half  brace  from  the  Colne  ;  best  trout,  21b.'  4oz. 
A  vote  of  sympathy  was  passed  with  Major  Grahain 
Gordon,  the  society's  hon.  solicitor,  in  his  trying 
illness.  A  present  of  sporting  books  from  Mr.  W. 
Senior  and  of  a  cupboard  from  Mr.  R.  Bradford, 
were  announced  for  the  headquarters  at  Newbury' 
—  Hon.  Sec. 

Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society — 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee 
was  held  on  Tuesday  (May  27)  at  the  offices, 
12,  Regent-street.  There  were  present  Mr.  Crumplen 
in  the  chair,  Messrs.  Nevill,  Matthews,  Wheeley, 
Price,  T.  Gomm,  Close  and  Elsmore,  and  Mr! 
Higgins,  hon.  sec.  General  regret  was  expressed  at 
the  continued  illness  of  Alderman  Nuthall  and 
Mr.  Briand,  and  hopes  were  entertained  of  their 
speedy  recovery.  The  minutes  having  been  read 
and  passed,  the  yearly  balance-sheet  was  produced, 
and  Messrs.  Crumpltn  and  Nevill  were  elected 
auditors.  The  balance  at  present  in  hand  is 
£84  4s.  4d.,  which  is  £58  less  than  a  year  since. 
The  committee  are  doubtful  as  to  stocking  the 
portion  of  the  river  which  they  protect  with  trout, 
but  an  attempt  will  be  made  by  local  committees  to 
try  the  upper  reaches.  Reports  were  again  to  hand 
about  the  swans,  but  the  committee  declined  to 
accept  the  offer  of  clearing  off  six  swans  at  £5  per 
head,  as  explained  last  month.  An  offer  of  a  good 
number  of  fish  from  near  Hungerford,  which  may 
be  obtained  in  July,  could  not  be  entertained,  as 
the  weather  would  be  too  hot,  success  very  uncertain 
and  the  expense  great.  After  a  discussion  on  this 
point  the  meeting  was  closed,  with  a  vote  of  thanka 
to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  his  duties  in  the  chair  — 
W.  H.  E. 
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Car' 

FER'S 

JjVER 

LIS 

)■ — 

They  purify. 

They  streriRthen. 

They  invigorate. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER, 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  S5LL0W  SKIN. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEXION. 


ANDERSONS'  GOLD  medal  WAnFgg]  I  ANDERSONS'  gold  metdal  WADERSJ 


DOSE:  One  at  Night 

40  in  a  phial. 
13id.  of  ail  Chemists 
Sugar-coated. 


Small  Pill 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 


They  TOUCH  the  LiVER 

GARTER'S 


ANDERSONS' sSlWADERS 


No  name-less  little  Liver  Pills.     Be  Sure  they  are 

Illustrated  pamphlet  free,  showine;  Mr.  Crow  s  travrls  abroad:  Address— British  Depot 
46  Holborn  Viaduct,  London  ' 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

Flrst-cJass    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  SPORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 

Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.) 
Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO. ,  51,  Pall  Mall ;  Lumley 
Newton,  and  Dowell,  16,  St.  James's  Street,  S.  W. 
COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus;  or  W.  E.  BOTT  & 
CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


TROUT  BAITS. 

Caddis  Grub  and  Worms,  2/6 ;  or  separate 
1/6.  Scotch  Loch  Flies,  1/9  and  2/6  per 

dozen.    Hair  Casts,  9d. 
PlCKERSGlLL,  .33,  Bydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds 


ANGLING  IN^EGAI^HIGHLANDS 
HILL'S  HOTEL, 

Dunkineely,  eo,  Donegal,  Ireland 

Six  miles  Salmon  and  Trout  Tisbing, 
Oiley  river.  Five  miles  Trout  Fishing^ 
StragaP  river.  Two  splendid  Trout 
lakes  free  to  visitors.  Excellent  Sea 
Fishing.  Good  boats  and  boatmen 
Beautiful  scenery. 


ON  GOOD  TROUT  STREAM, 

OR  FISHING  TO  LET  ON  LEASE, 

Not  more  than  two  hours  from  London. 
TEST  OR  ITCHIN  PREFERRED. 

Address  full  particulars  and  accommo- 
datiou  (Hotel),  by  letter  only,  "  H.  E.," 
c/o  Messrs.  Chaeles  Barker  &  Sons 
8,  Bircbin  Lane,  E.G.  ' 


108,  Bloomsbury  St.,  Birmingham, 
TAXIDERMIST,  &c. 

Birds,  Animals,  and  Fish  Preserved  and  Mounted 
Horns,  Hoofs,  and  Skins  Dressed  and  Mounted. 

Thoroughly  reliable  work  only. 
Mr.  BOGAKKDE  (the  well  known  Traveller) 

wntes  :— '•  Your  work  is  excellent.    The  best  I 

have  ever  seen." 


To  Take  Charge_of| 
and 

Educate  Children. 


The  wife  and  daughters  of  a  barrister, 
having  a  roomy,  old-fashioned  country 
house,  with  a  big  garden,  in  a  hilly, 
bracing  part  of  Lancashire,  would  I 
take  charge  of  children  who  require 
change  of  air,  or  they  would  prepare 
boys  for  school.  Highest  references 
given  and  required.— Apply,  by  letter 
only,  to  "  Lex," 

Publishers'  Circular  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter  Lane,  London. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd 

z  3n5(a  mxbbct  m>mnfactntev8, 

5J  3T,  Qxaeen  Yictoayigi,  Street,  I^ondon,  E.C. 

ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERSI  HAi^DERSONS'  GoU^l^iBjrwflnF^ 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'! 
SOCIETY. 

Pres'ident—Sm  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart.  | 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  &  Chatham  Rly. 

Agents  at  Coast  Towns. 
BOATS  AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

MEETLNGS  on  Wednesdays,  4th  June, 
2nd  and  30th  July,  and  on  each  Wednes- 
day after  the  latter  date,  at  the  Eestaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  London,  at  8  p.m. 

For  information  apply  at  the  Society's 
Offices,  Room  336,  11,  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  London,  E.G. 


THE  ST.  CROSS  DRY  FLY  RODS 

Length,   0  feet,  to  9  feet  6  inches. 
Weight,  ft  om  9  to  10  ounces. 


NEW  FISHING  BOATS 

for  Lake  and  River  Fishing.  Cheapest, 
safest,  and  strongest;  built  abroad. 
Carriage  paid  to  Inverness,  Aberdeen, 
Leith,  Newcastle,  Hull,  Leeds.  Price 
£7  10s.  ''Apply — 

C.  12,  85,  Cadogan  Gardens,  S.W. 


"Typical  dry  fly  rods."— F.  M.  Halfoed. 

'  A  marvel  of  power  and  accuracy  combined  with  feather  weit-bt      v  vvtt  , , . « 
,       "Have  used  rods  made  by  most  of  the  Enelisb  and  w^^^^^^^^^^^^^  "■LIA.M.son. 
I  rod  to  all  others.  "-B,  N.  Akeoyp.  and  .Scotch  makers,  and  prefer  the  St.  Cross 

Two  Joints,  Top  Steel  Centre,  Spliced  or  Ferruled.    Can  be 
obtained  only  from  the  Makers, 

G.   HOLLAND  &  SON, 

29,   THE   SQUARE,  WINCHESTER. 


SALMON  FLY  TVER. 

WANTED  AT  ONCE,  First  -  class 
hand  for  West  End  London  house ; 
indoor  ;  best  work  only :  permanency. 
Bos  1624,  ' 
Sell's  Advertising  Offices, 

London,  E.C. 


ICLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishingr  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 
Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 
Prioe  8s.  6d. 


KEATING  S 
POWDER 
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"  Happiness  lies  in  the  gratification  of  one's  tastes, 
not  in  great  possessions,  and  it  is  in  obtaining  what 
one  enjoys  that  one  is  Jiappy,  not  in  the  possession  of 
what  others  find  enjoyable." — La  Rochefoucauld. 


Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  with  Mr. 
W.  T.  Attwood  in  the  vice-chair,  the  Highbury  Anglers 
recently  held  their  thirty- fourth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes.  With  Mr.  G.  Westrup  as 
secretary  the  club  has  attained  a  position  second  to 
none  in  London.  They  have  a  very  high  standard  for 
fish,  and  the  chairman,  in  an  admirable  speech  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  said  their  motto 
was  "  quality  before  quantity."  The  members  were 
able  to  enjoy  some  excellent  fishing  in  their  own 
private  water  on  the  Kennet,  at  Thatcham,  where 
during  the  last  season  trout  up  to  51b.  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  The  dinner  was  admirably 
served,  the  attendance  large,  and  the  prizes  consisting 
of  cups,  medals,  rods,  tackle,  etc.,  worthy  of  the 
"Highbury."  The  musical  programme  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr.  Hanger  is  anxious  to  dispose  of  his 
boarding-house  "  Kenwyn,"  North  Parade,  Deal. 
The  position  is  a  most  excellent  one,  right  on  the  sea 
front,  close  to  the  pier,  golf  links,  and  all  other  of 
Deal's  varied  attractions.  The  house  itself  is  com- 
fortably and  suitably  furnished,  as  I  can  personally 
bear  witness,  and  of  course  enjoys  the  advantage  of  a 
good  connection  amongst  visitors  to  Deal.  If  any 
reader  thinks  of  taking  a  business  of  this  kind  he 
would  have  a  difficulty  in  finding  a  better  investment 
than  "Kenwyn." 


The  following,  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  Mail  of 
Tuesday  last  (May  27),  seems  but  cold  comfort.  "  As 
a  result,  no  doubt,  of  the  change  in  the  weather  the 
snow  on  Ben  Nevis  is  now  only  3ft.  Tin.  thick."  It, 
however,  suggests  a  sort  of  arithmetical  puzzle  which 
perhaps  some  weather  prophet  might  solve.  If  the 
snow  on  Ben  Nevis  is  only  3  ft.  7  in.  thick  at  the  end 
of  May  what  depth  will  it  be  at  the  end  of  June  ?  I 
am  out  of  my  depth,  but  it  is  a  question  which  may 
be  answered  before  the  end  of  June. 


The  well-known  "  Eldridge's  excursions  to  Pul- 
borough,  Amberley,'or  Fittleworth  "  will  commence  to 
start  from  London  Bridge  Station  on  June  1,  at 
6.55  a.m.  Of  course,  the  fishing  does  not  commence 
till  June  16,  but  for  3s.  6d.  one  may  enjoy  110  miles 
ride  through  lovely  country,  giving  9 J  hours'  stay  in 
beautiful  scenery.  For  further  particulars  and  privi- 
lege tickets  apply  to  A.  T.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown, 
•21,  Goswell-road,  E.G. 


"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rook  and  the  baby  '  at  home ' 
Friday,  May  23,  and  require  the  pleasure  of  your 
company.  Cawing  3  p.m.  till  dusk  ;  music  by 
Edwards's  Eddystone  band."  This  invitation  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  by  Edwards  and 
Son,  gun  makers,  and  sole  manufacturers  of  Eddystone 
cartridges.  I  have  heard  the  "music  of  the  reel,"  but 
have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  "  listening  to  the  (cart- 
ridge) band." 


The  Hastings  Angling  Association  have  issued  their 
handbook  for  the  current  season,  which  gives  particu- 
lars of  the  various  fishing  contests  both  in  the  sea  and 
fresh  water.  For  the  latter  the  Association  now  rent 
Buckshole  reservoir,  Sandrock  ponds,  Franchise 
estate,  Burwash,  River  Rother,  Pevensey  Haven,  and 
Etchingham  water.  Special  fares  are  issued  by  the 
railway  companies  to  the  places  at  a  distance.  Prizes 
are  offered  for  both  fresh  and  sea  water  fish. 


Mr.  C.  J.  Cornish,  in  his  "  Naturalist  on  the 
Thames"  just  issued  (Seeley),  tells  of  the  last  of  the 
"  Peter-boat  "  men  at  Chiswick  who  has  added  to  his 
original  industry  another  branch  of  "fishing"  of  a 
different  kind,  of  which  he  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
greatest  living  exponent.  He  is  an  expert  at  grappling 
and  "creeping"  for  objects  lying  on  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  is  regularly  employed  by  many  firms  and 
shipping  companies  to  fish  up  anything  dropped  over- 
board. He  hooked  and  raised  the  steamship  Osprey's 
propeller,  which  weighed  six  tons.  Half-ton  anchors, 
casks  of  zinc,  pigs  of  lead,  copper  tubes,  ironwork, 
shipbuilding  apparatus,  and  the  like,  we  are  told,  are 
common  "  game." 

*  ♦  *  *  » 

This  form  of  fishery,  according  to  Mr.  Cornish, 
increases  rather  than  diminishes.  Years  ago  this 
particular  fisher  picked  up  under  London  Bridge  a 
case  of  watches  valued  at  £1,500.  He  was  only  paid 
for  the  job.  as  the  loss  was  known,  and  it  was  not 
a  chance  find.    Of  corpses  he  )aas  picked  up  a  goodly 


number.  It  seems,  by  the  way,  that  on  the  Surrey 
side  5a.  is  paid  for  a  body  rescued,  and  on  the 
Middlesex  side  2s.  6d.  This  same  fisher's  life-saving 
services  have  been  considerable.  He  was  instrumental 
on  one  occasion  in  saving  two  women  and  six  men, 
and  on  another  "  three  men  and  a  soldier."  The 
distinction,  as  Mr.  Cornish  points  out,  is  an  odd  one, 
but  it  holds  good  in  the  riverine  mind. 


At  Tiverton  on  May  22,  Harry  Osmond,  a  lad  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Nott,  engineer,  was  summoned  for 
illegal  fishing  in  the  River  Exe.  Mr.  Ford,  for  the 
Exe  Board  of  Conservators,  said  the  method  adopted 
by  the  defendant  was  one  he  had  used  himself  when  a 
boy — (laughter) — and  whilst  being  most  deadly  to  fish, 
involved  the  least  trouble  on  the  fisherman.  A  hook 
was  baited  on  a  thin  gut,  thrown  into  the  river  and 
left.  If  such  a  practice  were  allowed  to  continue,  the 
river  would  soon  be  denuded  of  big  fish.  When  the 
person  who  detected  the  offence  went  across  to  investi- 
gate he  was  received  with  a  shower  of  stones,  and  then 
a  hose  of  water  was  turned  on  him.  Inasmuch  as  the 
board,  who  were  the  losers  on  every  case  brought  for- 
ward, received  the  penalties,  he  suggested  that  the 
fine  made  should  he  one  acceptable  to  them.  The 
maximum  was  £5.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and  was 
fined  153. 


Great  indignation,  says  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  has 
been  caused  amongst  sportsmen  in  Llangollen  and 
district  by  the  depredations  of  a  band  of  bogus"  sports- 
men "  who  visited  the  town  during  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  and  played  havoc  among  the  salmon,  that 
are  now  very  plentiful  in  the  stream,  by  throwing 
dynamite  bombs  into  the  water.  The  result  of  the 
explosion  was  to  kill  all  the  fi>h  within  a  certain 
radius,  and  these  the  "  dynamitards"  at  once  secured. 
A  watcher  on  the  banks  of  the  river  observed  the  gang 
gathering  in  the  fruits  of  their  illegal  practice,  but 
they  made  off,  and  he  was  unable  to  secure  them. 
The  extent  of  the  operations  may  be  judged  by  the 
fact  that  for  a  time  portions  of  the  surface  were 
covered  with  dead  salmon.  The  police  are  co-operating 
with  the  river  authorities,  and  the  early  identification 
of  the  offenders  is  anticipated. 


The  Angler's  Wooing. 
They  fished  the  stream,  the  man  and  maid, 
And  luck  was  in  his  favour. 
For  all  the  fishes  came  to  him. 
And  "  cut  "  the  fair  enslaver. 
She  stood  upon  the  other  bank, 
And  watched  with  jealous  feelings 
His  bites — the  way  he  pulled  them  out — 
His  quite  abnormal  "creelings." 
But  not  a  bite  the  maid  obtained 
For  hours  of  patient  fishing. 
Till,  all  at  once — a  tug— the  float 
Went  under  water  swishing. 
Not  all  the  wiles  of  woman's  art 
Could  stop  that  wild  endeavour 
Of  frightened  fish  to  break  away. 
The  line  must  surely  sever  I 
But  no  I  a  splash — a  landing-net — 
A  fish  among  the  rushes, 
A  scrambling  to  the  other  side— 
The  maiden's  thanks  and  blushes ; 
A  question  bold  to  supersede 
Remarks  upon  the  weather, 
And  le  I  Dame  Fortune  favours  both. 
For  now  they  fish  together.  S.  B.  B. 


There  are  some  curious  English  signs  in  the  win- 
dows of  shops  in  Japan,  as  the  following  will  testify  : 
"  The  all  countries  boot  and  shoe  small  or  fine  wares." 
"  Old  curious."  "  Horseshoe  maker  instruct  by  French 
horse  leech."  "  Cut  hair  shop."  "  If  you  want  sell 
watch,  I  will  buy.  If  you  want  buy  watch,  I  will  sell. 
Yes,  sir,  we  will,  all  will.  Come  at  my  shop.  Watch- 
niaker."  "  Hatter  native  country."  "  Antematic  of 
nausea  marina."  "The  house  build  for  the  manu- 
facture of  all  and  best  kinds  of  hats  and  caps." 


A  VERY  sensational  performance  called  "Looping 
the  Loop  "  is  promised  to  commence  Coronation  week 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  Nothing  of  the  sort  has  been 
seen  in  this  country  before.  A  bicyclist  descends  from 
the  roof  at  a  speed  of  forty-five  miles  an  hour,  and 
negotiates  a  narrow  bicycle  track  fixed  perpendicularly 
in  mid-air,  part  of  the  time  travelling  upside  down. 


In  noticing  the  Coronation  ode  written  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Letts  recently,  I  was  made  to  say  that  they 
(the  odes)  were  "falling  upon  us  thick  as  autumn 
leaves  in  Val  Ambrosia."  As  every  one  knows, 
Vallombrosa  is  a  charming  spot  near  that  most 
charming  city,  Florence.  So  I  looked  up  my  "  A  B  G  " 
guide,  and  this  is  how  it  should  have  appeared  :  — 

"  Thick  as  autumnal  leaves  that  strow  the  brooks  in 
Vallombrosa." 

("Paradise  Lost,"  Book  I.,  line  302.) 


Anglers  who  fish  for  what  are  termed  "coarse  fish" 
know  full  well  that  the  first  opportunity  for  indulging 
in  their  favourite  pastime  will  be  Monday,  June  16. 
I  have  tried  to  arrange  for  fine  weather — that  is,  that 
the  water  shall  be  in  good  condition  all  over  the 
country ;  that  the  fish  shall  be  in  good  condition,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  too  dainty  to  partake  of  the 
various  "  baits  "  that  will  be  offered  for  their  delecta- 
tion. If  I  succeed,  good  I  If  not,  then,  after  the 
thousand-and-one  Coronation  odes,  hymns,  prayers, 
etc.,  I  will  publish  some  of  the  "  Coronation  oaths." 


"  A  GREAT  deal  of  mechanical  ingenuity,"  says  W. 
Carter  Platts  in  the  Yorkshire  Post,  "  has  been 
expended  in  the  effort  to  enable  salmon  to  '  walk  up 
stairs '  when  its  natural  course  up  the  river  has  been 
obstructed  by  an  insurmountable  weir.  At  such  points 
a  fish-ladder  is  necessary,  and  it  is  often  formed  by 
partitioning  off  at  one  side  of  the  fill  a  small  portion 
of  the  descending  water,  across  which — or  rather 
across  two-thirds  of  which — stairs  of  stone  or  timber 
are  built  out  from  alternate  sides,  dividing  the  chute 
longitudinally  into  a  series  of  smaller  falls  and  eddies, 
and  up  these  the  salmon  jump  step  by  step  until  they 
gain  the  higher  level  above  the  dam.  '  Say,  what's  thet 
anyhow  ?  '  inquired  a  Yankee  to  his  English  host, 
pointing  to  the  salmon  pass  on  a  river  along  the  side 
of  which  they  were  strolling.  '  That's  a  fi>'h-ladder  to 
help  the  salmon  to  get  to  the  length  of  river 
above,'  was  the  explanation.  '  I  guess  I've  heerd 
of  'em,'  observed  the  American.  '  But  you— you  have 
tbem  in  America  ?  '  '  We  hed,'  retorted  the  Yankee. 
'  But  I  calkulate  thet  was  way  back  afore  I  was  born. 
We  don't  hev  no  sich  back-number  notions  now,  you 
bet.  Gosh,  man,  every  salmon  fall  now  is  fitted  up 
■with  a  hydraulic  elevator — same  as  all  the  hotels — 
worked  by  the  power  of  the  falls ;  and  the  salmon  jest 
flop  into  the  machine  at  the  bottom,  scoot  up  to  the 
top,  and  roll  out  into  the  higher  water  above.  We 
air  a  go-ahead  nation,  sir — fish  and  all — and  our 
salmon  ain't  no  time  to  fool  about  a  Methuselised 
step-ladder  like  yourn,  and  don't  you  forget  it.'  " 


The  "  hard  lot  of  the  farmer  "  is  one  of  the  common- 
places of  political  discussion,  but  few  people  realise 
the  extent  to  which  the  farmer  has  been  aided  by 
science  within  the  last  decade.  In  "  Scribner's  Maga- 
zine "  for  June  the  remarkable  results  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station  work  is  described  for  the 
first  time  in  a  popular  manner  by  W.  S.  Harwood. 
He  shows  that  a  revolution  in  methods  has  been 
accomplished  through  the  researches  of  one  thousand 
trained  scientific  men,  and  that  whole  regions  of  the 
United  States  have  turned  to  raising  new  products 
through  the  lessons  taught  by  these  stations.  The 
article,  which  is  fully  illustrated,  is  a  glimpse  into  "  a 
book  of  practical  magic." 


The  steady  increase  in  the  price  of  the  necessities  of 
life,  following  the  drought  (in  Australia),  is  becoming 
a  very  serious  matter  for  the  poorer  dwellers  in  the 
city.  Meat  has  gone  up  to  very  high  prices.  Bread 
has  been  twice  raised  within  the  last  few  months — it 
has  gone  up  again  this  week— and  milk  also  has  under- 
gone a  Eecond  rise  to  the  consumer. 


Search  recently  made  at  the  Record  Office  for  data 
as  to  the  dividing  line  of  Lancashire  and  Westmorland 
as  regards  Windermere  has  disclosed  a  document  in 
which  a  commission  of  thirty  men,  specially  told  off  by 
Henry  II.  to  inquire  into  this  question,  decided  that 
the  boundary  between  the  two  counties  was  mid-way 
down  the  lake.  This  document  is  signed  by  Henry  II  , 
and  would  seem  to  put  the  question  at  rest.  West- 
morland claims  the  whole  of  the  lake,  and  Lancashire 
accepts  the  principle  of  the  dividing  line  down  the 
centre. 


An  old  sailor  and  his  son  were  travelling  by  sea  to 
Queensland.  One  day  the  boy  fell  overboard,  and 
before  help  could  reach  him  a  large  shark  swallowed 
him.  The  father,  horrified  by  the  occurrence,  took  up 
the  first  article  that  came  to  his  hand,  which  happened 
to  be  a  grindstone.  This  he  threw  at  the  shaik,  but 
the  monster  was  ready  for  it,  and  just  as  it  was  about 
to  strike  him  opened  up  his  jaws  and  swallowed  it  too. 
The  father  then  threw  an  axe  with  the  same  effect. 
By  this  time  lines  had  been  set  to  catch  the  shark, 
and  at  last  he  was  hooked.  After  a  terrific  struggle 
they  got  him  up  on  deck,  and  when  he  was  quite  dead 
they  opened  him,  and  found  to  their  surprise  that  the 
boy  was  still  alive  and  was  sharpening  the  axe  to  cut 
his  way  out. 


"  My  son,"  said  the  parson  to  a  small  boy  who  was 
digging  in  a  back  lot,  "  don't  you  know  that  it  is  a  sin 
to  dig  on  the  Sabbath,  exc«pt  in  case  of  necessity?  " 
"  Yes,  sir,"  replied  the  youngster.  "  Then  why  don't 
you  stop  it?  "  asked  the  good  man.  "  'Cause  this  is  a 
case  of  necessity,"  replied  the  young  philosopher. 
"  A  feller  can't  fish  without  bait."  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  Angling  ^lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  still 
continue  to  do  good  work  :  they  have  just  paid  another 
death  claim  and  also  relieved  two  cases  of  distress. 
A  few  new  memhers  have  been  made.  The  ballot 
tickets  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society  are  going 
well,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  tickets  have  been  sent 
out  to  the  clubs.  The  first  prize  consists  of  a 
new  bicycle,  made  up  to  date,  and  as  the  tickets 
are  only  one  penny  each  those  who  secure  a  prize 
for  the  small  outlay  will  be  on  good  terms  with 
themselves.  The  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who 
rent  the  river  Blythe  at  Hampstill  Eedware,  have  had 
some  very  decent  sport  of  late,  some  very  good  trout 
have  been  taken,  and  now  that  the  weather  has  taken 
a  change  for  the  better  sport  on  this  water  should 
improve.  The  water  has  been  restocked.  A  number 
of  our  Midland  anglers  have  been  to  Scotland  and 
Ireland  for  trout  fishing,  and  fcom  the  latter  land 
pport  has  been  above  the  average.  One  gentleman 
from  Castle  Bromwich  caught  a  nice  lot  of  trout 
ranging  from  lib.  to  71b.  each,  and  a  fine  pike 
which  turned  the  scale  at  251b.  This  fish  has  been 
sent  to  London  to  be  set  up.  The  Abingdon  Angling 
Association  have  written  to  Mr.  T.  Coles  inviting  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  to  again  fish  their 
annual  contest  at  Abingdon,  in  the  Thames.  The  letter 
will  be  placed  before  the  members  of  the  committee  at 
their  next  meeting,  but  from  what  took  place  at  the 
last  meeting  Tewkesbury  will,  no  doubt,  be  the  selected 
place  this  year.  Mr.  Spiers  has  left  the  Railway  Hotel, 
Defiord,  and  is  now  located  at  the  Plough  Hotel,  Barton- 
street,  Tewkesbury.  Anglers  visiting  the  district  will 
find  good  accommodation  at  the  house  mentioned.  The 
Birmingham  Heath  Society  have  decided  to  fish  their 
annual  contest  at  Tewkesbury  on  August  24  next ; 
the  club  will  go  by  rail  to  Worcester,  and  from  there 
by  Eteamer  to  Tewkesbury.  A  number  of  our  clubs  will 
this  year  adopt  this  system  of  getting  to  their  contest 
ground.  The  Princess  of  Wales  Club  fish  their  contest 
at  DefEord  on  July  13  next,  and  the  Hope  Society  are 
due  at  the  same  place  on  July  20.  We  are  having 
better  weather,  it  is  much  warmer,  and  fly  fishers 
should  now  have  a  much  better  time,  as  the  rivers  are 
in  good  condition. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  mild  weather  of  the  past  week  and 
occasional  showers  prospects  have  not  been  better 
since  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  and  during 
the  past  week  a  few  very  good  fish  have  been  secured, 
and  the  river  below  Hempholme  is  in  grand  trim  for 
bait  fishing ;  and  with  minnow,  in  this  district  last 
week,  Mr;  H.  M.  Foster  secured  a  brace  of  grand  fish, 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  that  weighed  21b.  and  31b.  loz. 
respectively,  and  others  going  well  on  to  lib.  each  have 
been  secured  in  the  lower  waters  by  worm  fishers,  who 
are  now  having  good  sport  amongst  flounders  and  eels. 
No  doubt  there  will  be  a  big  muster  of  local  anglers 
to-day  (Saturday,  May  31)  at  the  Globe  Angling 
Association's  annual  match  which  takes  place  at 
Dunswell.  The  Holderness  drains  are  in  nice  order, 
and  sport  has  been  very  fair  during  the  week. 
The  Hull  Amalgamation  have  lately  turned  about 
1200  good  sized  flounders  into  the  Barstwick  Drain. 
The  ponds  at  New  Holland,  Barrow,  and  Barton  are 
also  now  furnishing  good  sport  to  Hull  anglers, 
amongst  flounders  and  eels,  with  an  occasional  trout 
of  nice  size  ;  and  on  the  Lincolnshire  streams  confluent 
with  the  River  Humber,  a  few  very  nice  trout  have 
been  secured  during  the  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  holidays  are  past,  Whit  week  is  ended,  and  once 
more  our  experience  is  that  the  expectation  afiorded 
more  sport  ttxan  the  realisation.  Those  who  have  had 
the  courage  to  be  seen  in  their  old  haunts  are 
unanimous  in  their  reports  that  the  sport  obtained 
during  Whitsuntide  was  of  a  mediocre  character. 
One  thing  is  certain,  and  it  is  that  the  Bolton 
anglers,  setting  aside  all  close  time  ideas,  had 
a  thoroughly  enjoyable  outing  to  the  Lancaster 
Canal.  It  took  several  special  trains  to  convey  the 
competitors  and  their  friends  to  the  rendezvous,  and 
if  a  few  coarse  fish  were  killed,  at  any  rate  new  life 
was  put  in  thousands  of  human  beings.  Our  rivers 
contmue  to  fish  in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  manner." 
The  Ribble,  whicli  is  controlled  by  a  fishery  board, 
ought  to  yield  plenty  of  sport,  but  it  does  not.  The 
recent  prosecution  by  this  board  of  two  eminently 
respectable  men  is  causing  a  lot  of  comment 
of  a  diversified  character.  The  board  does  not 
apparently  hit  it  with  the  public.  In  the  past  we 
have  heard  of  trouble  between  them  and  anglers  in 
Bolton  and  other  places,  on  disputed  points  which 
would  be  far  better  settled  once  for  all.  Instead  of 
making  examples  of  anglers  who  occasionally  and 
inadvertently  make  a  mistake,  if  they  met  the  officials 


of  the  leading  associations  and  agreed  on  matters  in 
dispute,  more  real  good  would  be  done  than  by 
irritating  prosecutions. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

So  far  as  the  weather  is  concerned,  this  has  been  the 
nicest  week  since  the  trout  fishing  season  began,  and 
anglers  have  been  out  in  strong  force  on  the  various 
streams.  Fly  fishermen  have  at  last  been  able  to 
make  a  start,  but  it  cannot  be  said  with  much  success 
in  the  daytime,  for  the  boisterous  weather  has  con- 
siderably hampered  sport.  It  is  gratifying  to  know, 
however,  that  the  fish  are  bestirring  themselves  to 
activity,  and  those  who  have  tried  their  luck  in  the 
evenings,  about  an  hour  before  sunset  for  preference, 
have  not  returned  home  with  empty  creels.  It 
is  really  astonishing  what  a  marked  change  the  few 
warm  days  have  brought  about.  There  are  almost  any 
number  of  flies  on  the  waters,  and  anglers  should  now 
have  a  good  time,  as  the  streams  are  in  the  very  pink 
of  condition.  Bottom  fishermen  still  continue  to  do 
remarkably  well  by  fishing  upstream  with  the  maggot. 
Those  who  have  operated  in  this  way  this  week  have 
captured  three  and  four  brace  as  the  result  of  an  hour 
or  two's  work. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  some  satisfaction  to  know  that  at  least  one  of 
our  city  rods  has  been  having  good  times  during  the 
holidays.  Writing  from  a  distant  resort,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Malpass  says,  "  I  have  taken  seven  trout,  5flb.,  4Jlb., 
four  21b.  each,  and  one  IJlb.  The  largest  was  a  female 
28  in.  long,  but  was  sadly  out  of  condition,  or 
it  should  have  been  nearer  101b."  In  addition  to 
the  trout,  Mr.  M.  succeeded  in  ridding  a  trout 
fishery  of  a  pike  251b.,  whose  death  nobody  regrets. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Teale,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  "Thirty"  Club, 
reminds  the  writer  of  the  social  afternoon  in  order  to 
get  a  donation  in  aid  of  the  War  Fund.  There  is  a  very 
good  programme  arranged  for  June  5  at  2.15,  some  of  the 
best  musicians  known  are  giving  their  assistance.  I 
should  like  to  announce  a  few  names  but  dare  not.  A 
few  days  ago  the  writer  and  others  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  a  large  rainbow  trout.  It  certainly  was  not  in 
the  best  condition,  had  it  been,  instead  of  weighing 
41b.,  it  would  have  been  at  least  51b.  Another  city 
rod  has  been  having  good  times.  The  following  are 
his  daily  returns  in  fish,  weight  not  given  : — Fourteen 
thirty-three,  forty-two,  twenty-four,  eleven,  thirteen] 
eighteen,  etc.,  and  hundreds  of  small  ones.  A  good 
fish  has  been  taken  by  another  local  from  the  BoUin 
21b.  loz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishing  has  claimed  a  greater  number  of 
votaries,  and  on  the  lower  Greet  some  handsome  fish 
have  been  caught  with  the  various  kinds  of  worms. 
A  few  brace  have  also  fallen  to  the  fly,  and  very  soon 
the  deadly  Drake  will  be  up.  Eel  fishers  have 
patronised  the  Sawley  waters  of  the  Trent,  and  have 
bagged  a  number  of  the  slimy  creatures.  News 
is  extremely  scarce  from  the  Cavendish  Biidge 
and  Shardlow  districts,  though  with  a  continuance 
of  the  present  warmer  weather,  odd  trout  ought  really 
to  be  picked  up,  either  with  fly  or  bottom  bait.  The 
splendid  trout  recently  killed  in  the  Matlock  Bridge 
district  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton,  of  this  city,  has  been 
set  up  by  Mr.  B.  Rose,  taxidermist.  Mount-street, 
who  has  done  his  work  in  a  thoroughly  artistic 
manner.  The  fish,  it  may  be  remembered,  was 
hooked  by  the  pectoral  fin  in  a  very  awkward  part 
of  the  Derwent,  and  was  only  secured  after  a  pro- 
tracted struggle.  I  regret  very  mnch  to  announce 
the  death,  under  peculiarly  distressing  circum- 
stances of  a  very  old  personal  friend — Mr.  Walter 
James  Sadler,  of  Bromley-place,  Angel-row,  City. 
On  Friday  morning  (May  23),  I  was  chatting  with 
him  on  the  Trent  Bridge  Cricket  Ground,  on  which 
the  Notts  and  Essex  match  was  in  progress,  and  it 
would  seem  that  on  leaving  me  he  went  home  and 
had  for  dinner  mackerel  and  new  potatoes.  Later  in 
the  day  ptomaine  poisoning  as  the  result  of  eating 
the  mackerel  set  in,  and  although  the  best  of  medical 
advice  was  secured  the  poor  fellow  passed  away  after 
sufiering  intense  pain  in  the  early  hours  of  the  follow- 
ing or  last  Saturday  morning.  Deceased  was  a 
popular  member  of  the  City  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
the  City  Union  Rowing  Club,  the  Notts  Country  Cricket 
Club,  the  City  Constitutional  Club,  and  also  of  one  of  the 
City  Homing  Clubs.  An  inquest  was,  of  course,  held 
on  the  body,  and  the  jury  found  that  death  was 
primarily  due  to  ptomaine  poisoning.  The  funeral 
took  place  in  the  church  cemetery  on  Wednesday 
(May  28),  and  was  largely  attended,  especially  by 
comrades  of  the  Wellington  Society,  the  Union  Rowing 
Club,  and  the  Constitutional  Club.  Handsome  wreaths 
from  the  clubs  were  placed  on  the  grave. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  after  the  trout  this  week,  the 
rivers  Teme,  Severn,  Lugg,  and  Arrow  have  been 
fairly  evenly  patronised,  and  a  good  amount  of  brook 
fishing  has  been  done.  The  water  is  in  good  condition 
and  a  nice  height.    A  lot  of  flies  were  to  be  seen  and 


the  fish  rising  freely,  so  the  fly  fishermen  had  improved 
sport.  In  the  Severn  sport  was  very  slow,  but  Mr. 
Avery  did  fairly  well  under  Holt  weir.  No  large  take 
of  trout  has  been  registered  this  week,  but  better  sport 
may  bo  expected.  The  May  Fly  is  up  on  some  of  the 
streams,  and  caddis  grubs  are  abundant. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  fairly  good  sport  among  local  rodmen 
who  spent  ttieir  holiday  hourn  on  the  Wharfe  banks, 
both  minnow,  worm,  and  fly  proving  successful  on 
the  Otley  length,  while  some  fine  trout  were  secured 
with  the  Dark  Watchet,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Orange  and 
Yellow  Partridges,  and  Light  Waterhen  Bloa.  Steady 
rains  improved  matters  for  Esk  fishers,  who  have 
done  very  little  lately,  also  for  Nidd  and  L're 
anglers.  Things  are  looking  brighter  for  the  Swale, 
rain  having  fallen  very  freely  and  continuously 
throughout  the  dates.  The  March  Brown  has  killed 
well.  A  report  from  Morton-on-Swale,  however,  says 
that  angling  there  will  not  become  general,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  trout,  till  after  coarse  fishing  has 
begun.  The  water  is  low  and  very  clear.  A  Leeming 
correspondent  informs  local  anglers  in  quest  of  sport 
in  Bedale  Beek  that  sheep  washing  is  now  pretty 
general  on  that  stream,  and  consequently  trout  are  very 
hard  to  catch. 


ilofes  from  tfjc  ilorf^. 


Anglebs  are  rejoicing  over  the  altered  conditions 
of  the  weather.  When  the  rivers  get  into  trim,  as 
they  will  do  by  the  time  this  appears,  many  a  jolly 
salmon,  and  grilse  too,  will  have  been  grassed,  and 
many  a  trout  brought  to  shore  in  the  landing  net. 
J une  fishing  promises  to  be  the  best  we  have  seen  for 
years. 


Earl  Dudley,  Lord  Hardwicke,  Mr.  Nicol,  Ballogie, 
Lady  Meredith,  Messrs.  E.  Booth  and  J.  E.  Booth 
(Manchester),  and  a  host  of  others,  came  north  last 
week,  and  although  blanks  prevailed  at  first  on 
account  of  melting  snow,  good  sport  is  now  the  order 
of  the  day. 


Small  grilse  flies— Nos.  8,  9,  and  even  10,  Limerick 
bends — are  now  the  most  deadly  lures  for  salmon  as 
well  as  grilse.  The  Logie,  Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott 
are  the  prime  favourites. 


Loch  fishing  is  beginning  to  boom.  The  evening, 
of  course,  is  the  most  favoured  time  for  a  rise,  and 
small  tiny  lures  on  Nos.  13,  14,  15,  and  16  irons  are 
being  preferred  to  the  larger  sizes. 


Mr.  Arthur,  Braemar,  had  a  grilse  of  3ilb.  in  the 
highest  reach  of  the  Dee  on  Monday,  May  19.  This 
shows  the  running  powers  of  these  adolescent  salar. 
Right  through,  in  the  teeth  of  snow  waters,  these 
beauties  run  seventy  and  odd  miles  without  heeding  a 
single  lure,  although  thousands  are  presented  to  them 
on  the  way.  It  augurs  well  for  a  good  summer  grilse 
season. 


"  Do  you  fish  up  here  on  Sundays  ? "  is  a 
common  enough  query  with  the  average  English 
angler  who  knows  little  of  the  narrow-minded  Scot  in 
regard  to  his  Sabbath.  The  question  is  asked  in  all 
earnestness,  and  this  is  my  object  in  mentioning  it. 
There  is  law  (ancient)  against  shooting,  but  none 
against  angling,  north  of  the  Border ;  but  it  is  not 
respectable  to  do  it. 


Trawlers  fish,  steamers  (coasters)  ply  their  trade, 
but  not  an  angler  is  ever  seen  with  a  rod.  Yet  a 
stolen  cast  may  often  be  taken  in  a  quiet  spot  or 
country  glen,  and  why  not  ?  Golfers  golt,  and  skaters 
skate,  and  even  a  quiet  game  of  billiards  is  engaged  in 
on  a  Sunday  in  the  north :  and  I  live  in  hope  of 
seeing  the  day  when  a  quiet  cast  may  be  had,  without 
harm  to  the  conscientious  scruples  of  any  brother. 
But  meantime  we  must  wait.  At  least  leave  the 
gillie  out  of  it.  Special  Scotch. 


LONDON    AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
KAILV7AY. 


Impobtant  Acceleration  in  Train  Service  between 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  London. 
Commencing  June  2. 
The  8.30  a.m.  Irish  Mail  from  Euston  will  convev 
through  cariiages  for  Manchester,  arriving  at  12.30 
noon.    The  10  15  a.m.  Luncheon  Car  Express,  Euston 
to  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  will  leave  at  10.40  a.m., 
cease  to  call  at  Willesdenand  Crewe, and  be  accelerated, 
and    arrive   Manchester  2.25  p.m.   and  Liverpool 
2.35  p.m.    The  5.80  p.m.  Dining  Car  Express,  Euston 
to  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  will  be  accelerated, 
arriving  at   Manchester  9.15  p.m.   and  Liverpool 
9.25  p.m.     The  80  a.m.   Breakfast   Car  Express, 
Liverpool  to  Euston,  will  be  accelerated,  arriving  at 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  sood  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Ushiug,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligauhan  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Postin 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "Sharp,  Sligachan." 

WM.  SHARP  .Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  liad  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  Ijeen  opened  near  the  Hotel, 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

FamoiiR  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Egrg-esfopd,  North  Devon. 


FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE  WORTH,  Proppietop. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  OROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLEES  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL 

(Late  William  Rupus), 
SIMONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Temis 
on  application.   £.  M.  Moyle,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  Gd.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry, 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTELp 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  ajid  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  HoleljeiifiuryjorGeslersliire. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE    STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  pro.viniity, 
and  as  a  Ashing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Ohon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  oftice  in  hotel. 

  DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Good  Trout  Fishing  during  May  on  loch  Awe, 
loch  Nant  and  loch  Jloon.  To  save  disappoint- 
ment, wire  or  write  early  to  secure  rooms  and 
boats. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First  -  class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Inclusive  Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Invepness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN, 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAMII-ilN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  16th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maibky,  Kiljin  Potel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBBIDGE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

JBendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OP  Fish. 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


Closed   during  the  Fence  Seasor 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miles  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing:  Closed  during: 
Fence  Months. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

.Just  acquired,  in  near  neiglibourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  21  guineas  per 
week.       Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Grjffithgj  Pr^nsham  Pond,  Surrey." 


THE  STAG  BUHTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.   Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTHACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor, 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
olass  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 
J.  A.  MOYLE.  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(fee. — Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishin  ff  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  BO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  Ijanks  of  the  river  Dochart. , 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  ; 
six  miles  from  ttie  head  of  locli  Tav,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  Callandar  aiid  Oban  Railway 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart,  loch  Dochart,  and  locli  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  com))ined  with  moder«te  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  McNATTGIlTON,  Proprietor. 


MAY  FLY  ON  ABOUT  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upvpards  of  7  miles  of  veater.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout, 
Write  for  illustrated  tarifi  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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Euston  12.0  noon.  The  9.45  a.m.  Luncheon  Oar 
Express,  Liverpool  to  Euston,  will  oease  to  call  at 
Willesden,  and  be  aooelerated,  arriving  at  Euston  at 
J.40  p.m.  A  new  Dining  Car  Express  will  leave 
Liverpool  at  5.20  p.m.  for  Euston,  call  at  Edge  Hill 
and  Crewe  only,  and  arrive  Euston  9.15  p.m.  The 
8.30  a.m.  Express,  Manchester  to  Euston,  will  be 
accelerated,  arriving  Euston  12.20  noon.  The  10.0  a.m. 
Luncheon  Car  Express,  Manchester  to  Euston,  will 
leave  at  10.30  a.m.,  call  at  Stockport  and  StaSord 
only,  and  be  accelerated,  arriving  Euston  at  2.15  p.m. 
The  12.0  noon  Express,  Manchester  to  Euston  vid 
Stoke,  will  be  accelerated,  arriving  Euston  at  4.5  p.m. 
The  4.15  p.m.  Express,  Manchester  to  Euston,  will  be 
accelerated,  arriving  Euston  at  8.20  p.m.  A  new 
Dining  Car  Express  will  leave  Manchester  for  Euston 
vid  Crewe  at  5.30  p.m.,  call  at  Stockport  and  Crewe 
only,  and  arrive  Euston  9.15  p.m. 

ACCELEBATED    SERVICE    BETWEEN  WOLVERHAMPTON, 
BiBMINGHAM,  AND  LONDON. 

The  9.20  a.m.  Express,  Euston  to  Birmingham,  will 
be  accelerated,  arriving  Birmingham  11.35  a.m.  A 
new  Dining  Car  Express  will  leave  Euston  at  6.55  p.m., 
run  without  intermediate  stoppage  to  Birmingham 
(New-street),  arriving  there  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Wolver- 
hampton 9.25  p  m.  The  7.0  p.m.  Express,  Euston  to 
Birmingham  and  Wolverhampton,  will  call  at  Eugby 
in  addition  to  present  stoppages  and  arrive  Birmingham 
at  9.85  p.m.  A  new  Luncheon  Car  Express  will  leave 
Wolverhampton  (High  Level)  at  10.50  a.m.,  Birming- 
ham (New-street)  at  11.25  a.m.,  and  run  without 
intermediate  stoppage,  reaching  Euston  1.30  p.m. 
The  5.45  p.m.  Express,  Birmingham  to  Euston,  will 
leave  at  5.40  p.m.,  and  arrive  Euston  8.20  p.m. 

Feed.  Habbison,  General  Manager. 

London,  Euston,  June,  1902. 


ANSWERS  ,T0  COEEESPONDENTS. 


E.  W.  B.— Address  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  EUerslie 
Solihull. 


Xettete  to  the  lEbitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ov/rselves  responsible  for  the  opimons 
expressed  by  our  Ccnrespondenta.] 

THE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON  FISHING  LAWS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  seiid  you  by  book 
post  a  copy  of  Knut  Dahl's  reports  on  the  migration 
of  young  salmon  just  out,  and  beg  you  to  kindly 
publish  the  following  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  the  fishery  inspector,  Herr  A.  Landmark,  re 
these  reports,  adding  that  anglers  will  receive  on 
application  ruled  schedules  with  columns  in  which  to 
make  such  entries  of  grilse  caught  as  desired  by  the 
fishery  inspector  according  to  his  letter,  which  reads 
as  follows  : — 

Translation. 
o 

"  pt  a/b  S/S  Kommandoren,  Sogn, 

"  May  10,  1902. 

"  To  Mr.  Consul  Th.  Beyer,  Bergen. 

"  As  is  known  to  you,  the  manager  of  the  aquarium 
at  Trondhjem,  Herr  Knut  Dahl,  has  now  delivered 
his  reports  on  the  investigations  of  the  migration  in 
the  sea  of  the  smolts,  which  he  has  been  making  under 
Government  authority.  From  these  investigations  it 
must  be  regarded  as  an  irrefutable  fact  that  the  smolts 
immediately  after  leaving  the  rivers  make  for  the 
ocean,  and  only  approach  the  coast  and  ascend  the 
rivers  again  after  having  reached  the  grilse  size.  As 
the  srnolts  on  account  of  this  migration  during  the 
long  interval  when  they  remain  in  the  ocean  are 
protected  against  capture,  Herr  Dahl  proposes  that 
the  Storthing  shall  release  the  legal  size  of  the  sea 
nets'  meshes,  chiefly  so  as  to  make  the  salmon  fishing 
nets  in  the  sea  fit  for  catching  sea-trout  and  other 
small  sea  fish  which  at  present  go  through  the  meshes. 

"I  admit  that  according  to  the  above  named 
investigations  such  reduction  of  the  legal  size  of  the 
meshes  will  hardly  incur  any  risk  of  capture  to  the 
smolts  (that  is,  young  salmon  smaller  than  grilse  and 
weighing  less  than  31b.),  whereas  still  smaller  grilse 
which  go  through  the  present  legal  meshes  of  fifty-eight 
millimetres  width  will  risk  being  caught. 

"  In  order  to  judge  of  the  likely  consequence  of 
such  alteration  of  the  present  legal  size  of  meshes, 
it  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  have  some  knowledge 
about  the  number  and  weight  of  the  grilse  that  really 
go  through  the  present  sea  nets'  meshes,  and  the  best 
way  of  obtaining  such  knowledge  is  by  as  many 
sportsmen  as  possible  kindly  sending  me  their  records 
of  all  grilse  caught,  both  those  that  have  marks  from 
their  tight  in  going  through  the  meshes  and  those 
that  have  no  such  marks. 

"  As  all  British  sportsmen  fishing  in  Norway 
naturally  are  highly  interested  in  our  having  judicious 
salmon  fishing  laws,  especially  as  regards  the  weekly 
close  time,  I  may  take  it  for  granted,  I  hope,  that 
every  sportsman  on  application  will  be  pleased  to 


send  me  such  records,  and  as  you  are  dealing  with 
many  of  them,  and  very  likely  also  with  the  Anglo- 
Nor  wegian  Fishermen's  Assooiation  formed  this  winter, 
I  take  hereby  the  liberty  to  ask  you  to  kindly  apply  to  as 
many  sportsmen  as  possible,  asking  them  to  be  as 
good  as  to  send  me  such  records  for  the  coming  season, 
at  the  end  of  which  the  motion,  re  the  amendment 
of  the  present  salmon  fishing  laws,  will  be  made  in 
the  Storthing. 

"  Such  records  should  state: — 1.  Name  and  address 
of  sportsman.  2.  River  in  which  the  grilse  have  been 
caught.  3.  Dates  when  caught.  4.  Total  number  of 
grilse  caught.  5.  How  many  of  them  having  marks 
from  going  through  the  meshes.  6.  Weight  of  each 
grilse  having  such  marks.  Please  note  that  no  sea- 
trout  should  be  included  in  these  statements. — Yours 
truly,  "  (Sgd.)  A.  Landmaek." 

As  the  season  is  drawing  near,  it  would  be  well  if 
all  Norway-going  anglers  willing  to  send  to  me  or  to 
the  fishery  inspector  direct  above  named  records  will 
kindly  apply  at  once  for  the  schedules  of  entry,  which 
can  be  had  either  from  me  direct  or  from  my  London 
agents,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley,  Newton,  &  Powell,  of 
34,  St.  James's-street,  London. — Yours  truly, 

Thorvald  Beyee. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  M.  D."  asking  for  trout  fish- 
ing in  Scotland,  combined  with  rest  and  quietness  and 
freedom  from  hotel  rigiyne,  I,  like  himself,  have  tried 
several  well  advertised  angling  resorts  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  only  to  find  the  fishing  precarious,  the 
conditions  of  living  very  irksome,  and  often  very 
expensive  to  get  to  your  sport. 

For  the  last  eight  years  I  have  visited  the  old- 
fashioned  burgh  of  Lochmaben,  in  Dumfriesshire. 
Although  not  an  ideal  trout  district,  there  are  several 
good  rivers,  etc.,  close  at  hand,  such  as  the  Annan, 
Kinnel,  Water  of  Ay,  etc.,  all  containing  trout,  chub, 
pike,  dace,  etc. ;  in  addition  there  are  numerous  lochs, 
hundreds  of  acres  in  extent,  with  boats  on,  which 
contain  enormous  .quantities  of  bronze  bream  up  to 
41b.,  roach  2Jlb.,  pike  all  sizes,  very  large  eels,  and 
millions  of  perch,  but  I  have  never  caught  a  decent 
sized  one ;  fishing  from  a  boat  with  two  rods  I  have 
frequently  caught  upwards  of  1001b.  of  bream  and 
roach  in  one  day — this  is  not  a  fish  yarn. 

This  kind  of  fishing  combines  rest  with  sport,  and 
can  be  indulged  in  when  trout  fishing  is  off.  I  so 
thoroughly  enjoy  myself  there,  and  feel  confident  you 
would  do  the  same,  that  is,  of  course,  i£  the  same 
kind  of  holiday  would  meet  your  wishes.  Miss  Small, 
of  Thistle  House,  Lochmaben,  will  be  pleased  to  put 
you  up  at  a  moderate  charge ;  she  thinks  nothing  a 
trouble,  you  can  have  your  meals  when  you  like,  and 
go  out  and  return  the  same. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Walters. 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  M.D.'s  "  remarks  in  your 
issue  of  May  17,  that  those  fortunate  people  who  have 
found  a  good  thing  are  not  as  a  rule  over  anxious — not 
to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon  it — to  give  it  away  at  all 
generally  is  very  patent,  and  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stantly increasing  number  of  anglers,  and  the  none 
less  certain  decrease,  owing  to  various  causes,  in  the 
average  amount  of  sport  to  be  obtained  even  on  the 
best  waters,  such  conditions  will  inevitably  become 
even  more  pronounced. 

It  is  very  rarely  that  one  sees  any  reference  in  the 
papers  devoted  to  the  cult,  to  the  fishing  to  be  had  in, 
to  my  mind,  the  most  charming  of  Scotch  lochs,  Loch 
Lomond ;  and  as  I  have  had  the  fortune  to  find  good 
sport  on  its  lovely  waters,  I  should  be  glad  if  a  short 
risumi  of  my  experiences  was  the  means  of  making 
known  to  fishermen  good  and  true  the  opportunity 
the  loch  affords  to  keen  anglers  for  the  pursuit,  uoder 
ideal  conditions  as  to  surroundings,  of  our  healthful 
pastime : — 

Luss  is  the  fishing  centre  of  the  loch  and  can  be 
reached  by  an  excellent  service  of  trains  from  Queen- 
stieet,  Glasgow,  to  Balloch  pier,  and  thence  by  steamer 
in  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  fishing  in  the 
loch  is  quite  free.  The  cost  of  boat  is  2s.  per  day,  and 
boatman  5s. 

The  hotel  is  not  more  than  200  yards  from  the  pier, 
so  that  there  is  no  driving  necessary  to  get  to  the  boats. 
Mr.  Cameron,  the  hale  piermaster,  keeps  a  good  stock 
of  flies  and  casts  suitable  for  the  loch,  also  traces  and 
spinners  if  required,  though  there  is  not  mnch  call  for 
the  two  latter  when  May  is  out,  the  fly  being  the  lure 
par  excellence  of  the  sumuer  months. 

June  is  the  best  month  for  salmon,  who,  previou<;ly 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  With  the  changing 
seasim  it  is  prudent  for  aJl  to  rectify  any  ailment  artiictino;  them  ; 
but  it  is  incumbent  on  the  ageil,  suffering  under  ulcerations  and 
similar  debilitating  causes,  to  have  them  removed  or  worse  con- 
sequences will  follow.  This  Ointment  is  their  remedy  ;  on  its 
powers  all  may  confidently  rely  ;  it  not  only  simply  puts  their 
sores  out  of  sight,  but  extirpates  the  source  of  mischief, 
e.vtracts  the  corroding  poison,  and  stimulates  Nature  to  fill  up 
the  ulcer  with  sound  healthy  granulations  that  will  abide 
through  life.  Under  this  treatment  bad  legs  soon  become 
sound,  scorbutic  skins  cast  cff  their  scales,  and  sc!ofulous  sores 
cease  to  annoy. 


roaming  about  the  loch,  have  by  then  flxod  up  their 
summer  reeidenoes,  and  are  then  open  to  receive 
oallora.  The  fishermen  have  by  their  occasional  rislnga 
been  able  to  spot  them,  and  where  they  have  been 
called  up  once  you  very  often  ride  them  again  at  or 
about  the  same  locale  until  they  rise  for  the  last  time 
at  all  voluntarily. 

But  as  to  the  experientia  docet.  My  first  visit  to 
Luss  was  in  June,  1900,  and  on  the  first  day  I  had  not 
been  fishing  an  hour  before  I  rose  a  fish,  and,  casting 
over  him  again,  hooked  him,  only  to  lose  him  after  a 
couple  of  rushes  through  the  faulty  tying  on  of  the 
dropper  fly.  I  had  seven  other  rises  during  the  day, 
but  failed  to  fasten  on  again. 

On  the  day  following  I  hooked  a  salmon,  which  gave 
very  exciting  sport  for  forty-five  minutes  before  being 
brought  to  the  gaff,  repeatedly  leaping  feet  clear  out 
of  the  loch.  On  getting  it  in  it  weighed  12.Jlb.,  and 
was  fresh  run  with  sea  lice  still  on  it ;  and  as  being 
my  first,  and  a  very  symmetrical  hen  fish,  too,  I  had 
it  sent  to  Cooper's  to  be  set  up,  and  it  now  adorns  my 
dining  room,  and  never  fails  to  induce  pleasant 
recollections. 

A  peculiar  coincidence  was  that  in  each  case 
immediately  before  the  cast  that  rose  the  salmon  I 
caught  a  small  trout  of  about  Jib.  with  the  same 
(tail)  fly.  Occasional  excitement  was  frequent  by 
trout  and  sea  trout  coming  up  with  a  brave  rush,  with 
evident  fancy,  and  realisation  in  many  cases,  for  the 
gaudy  bonne  bouche. 

My  time  was  but  short,  but  what  with  the  salmon 
and  a  sea-trout  of  2|lb.,  and  brown  trout  unnumbered 
for  the  three  days,  I  left  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
chances  offered  and  taken. 

My  next  visit  in  June,  1901,  was  not  so  fortunate, 
the  weather  being  very  unfavourable.  Hot,  still,  clear 
days  with  little  or  no  breeze.  However,  during  the 
three  days  I  fished  I  had  several  sulky,  half-hearted 
rises,  but  none  hooked,  except  a  sea-trout  of  3  J  lb.  and 
a  few  lake  trout. 

On  my  departure  the  weather  changed  and  a  friend 
of  mine,  Mr.  McWilliam,  had  grand  sport,  accounting 
for  five  salmon,  from  101b.  to  14Jlb.,  and  a  4ilb.  loch 
trout,  besides  smaller  sea  and  brown  trout  for  the  six 
days  he  fished,  and  in  so  doing  created  a  record  for 
the  loch. 

On  a  flying  visit  to  the  North  three  weeks  ago  I 
went  down  to  Luss,  and  fishing  in  severely  cold  north 
and  north-east  winds  with  frequent  heavy  rains  varied 
with  snow  and  sleet  storms,  I  had,  even  under  these 
untoward  conditions,  very  acceptable  sport. 

The  first  day  thirteen  trout,  largest  barely  IJlb.,  to 
the  fly ;  next  day  similar  luck,  and  following  day  a 
fine  loch  trout  of  9 Jib.,  a  perfectly  well-rounded,  short 
fish  who  required  and  took  half-an-hour's  firm  per- 
suasion before  he  could  be  induced  to  take  a  seat  in 
the  boat.  It  gave  great  sport,  twice  leaping  clear  of 
the  water.  With  this  and  a  sea-trout  of  nearly  21b., 
both  caught  with  natural  minnow  on  small  Chapman 
spinner,  and  several  loch  trout  on  the  fly  I  was  quite 
satisfied. 

As  the  nets  have  now  been  taken  off  the  Leven  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  free  passage  of  fish  from  the 
Clyde,  except  that  in  times  oof  low  water  the  effluent 
from  the  print  and  dye  works  is  not  healthy,  and 
occasional  salmon  are  picked  up  on  the  river  banks. 

There  are  several  good  but  strictly  preserved  trout 
streams  rurming  into  the  loch,  but  not  having  fished 
them  they  are  not  in  my  experiences. 

The  man  who  keeps  his  "  flees  "  on  the  water  is  the 
one  that  will,  other  things  being  equal,  catch  most  fish, 
and  to  keen  anglers  I  would  say,  "  Go,  and  good  luck 
to  you."  To  others  I  would  recommend  to  go  where 
fish  are  more  numerous,  or  less  shy  rather,  and  bi" 
prizes  rare.  ° 

The  boatmen  are  above  the  average,  and  as  a 
rule  know  their  work  well ;  and  my  friend,  Colquhoun 
of  that  ilk,  is  everything  that  one  could  wish  and 
invariably  keen. 

Mr.  McNab,  of  the  only  hotel  there— it  is  only  a 
small  village,  white-washed  cottages  with  climbing 

roses,  honeysuckle,  clematis,  etc.,  for  the  most  part  

with  his  worthy  second,  Robert,  I  have  always  found 
most  concerned  for  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  their 
guests,  and  if  one  does  not  feel  like  table  d'hote  dinner, 
are  only  too  willing  to  meet  your  preference  for  high 
tea,  which  personally  I  find  suits  me  better.— Yours 
faithfully,  B.  Geo.  Cope. 

"  Ingledene,"  Bloxwich, 
Walsall. 


PISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  BOLLIN. 
Dear  Sir, — la  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  under 
the  heading  of  "  Provincial  Angling  Notes  "  for 
Lancashire,  your  correspondent  mentions  the  river 
Bollin,  and  in  the  following  sentence  states  that 
"  any  amount  of  news  is  available."  I  wonder  if  he 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  if  I  could  obtain  any  fly  fishing  on  that  river 
and  if  so,  from  whom  ?  If  it  were  possible  I  should 
prefer  the  vicinity  of  "  Sandal-Wood  Bridge  "  (be- 
tween Wilmslow  and  Bowden)  for  fishing"— Yours 
truly,  F.  Archer  G  ILLLES, 
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HOW  TO  KEEP  DRY  IN  BOAT  FISHING. 

De4r  Sir, — Not  seeing  any  reply  to  Mr.  W.  P. 
Booth's  inquiry  re  keeping  one's  seat  dry  when  boat 
fishing,  I  have  thought  the  matter  over  and  come  to  a 
conclusion  I  intend  trying  by  the  following  means  : — 

I  am  having  an  oak  frame  made  lin.  thick  15  by  12. 
This  I  shall  have  covered  with  thin  cane — chair-seat 
fashion— and  underneath  each  corner  fix  a  rubber  disc 
li  n.  in  diameter  which  will  act  as  a  "  sucker,"  and  so 
prevent  the  seat  moving  about.  The  cane  being  raised 
a  full  inch  above  the  boat  seat  will  keep  one  high  and 
dry  in  bad  weather  and  cool  and  comfortable  in  hot, 
and  so  obviate  being  grilled  underneath.  The  natural 
enamel  of  the  cane  will  prevent  it  becoming  damp  on 
the  top  side.— Yours  trulv,  J,  L.  K. 


THE  FISH  OF  THE  CRAY. 
Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "  F. 
C.  Milln?,"  whose  letter  you  published  in  last  Satur- 
day's Fishing  Gazette,  when  a  young  man  I  frequently 
fished  the  river  Cray,  generally  having  good  sport,  for 
its  trout  were  plentiful.  After  a  lapse  of  years  I 
fished  that  stream  again,  and  found  trout  were 
"conspicuous  by  their  absence."  At  Bexlay,  and 
lower  down  stream  at  Messrs.  D.  Evans  &  Co.'sand  at 
Messrs.  Swaisland's  portions  of  the  river,  also  at 
Barns  Cray,  I  caught  many  jack  from  lib.  to  31b.,  and 
saw  others  of  larger  size.  In  1883  Mr.  Charles  Cecil 
Capel,  of  the  Cray  Fishery,  Foot's  Cray,  told  me  that 
the  river  "  was  infested  with  jack  and  pmall  pike," 
and  that  "  trout  were  nearly  extinct." — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardinb. 


FISHING  NEAR  BRIGHTON. 
DBABSiBj — Inan.werto  "  Subscriber,  '  if  he  intends 
putting  up  at  Brighton  for  a  few  weeks  in  August  I 
would  strongly  advise  him  to  put  himself  in  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  Bjoth,  secretary  Brighton  Piscatorial 
Society. 

They  have  a  clubroom  in  one  of  the  arches  under 
King's-road  (facing  sea),  at  the  bottom  of  West-street. 
The  association  have  secured  a  lot  of  mixed  fishing 
on  various  rivers  and  ponds  within  easy  reach  of 
Brighton  by  rail — inter  alia,  the  lease  or  renting  of  a 
small  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes,  near  Haywards  Heath. 
They  drained  off  the  water  to  destroy  the  pike,  and 
stocked  it  with  Loch  Leven  trout  some  five  years  ago. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  buy  a  Is.  W.  H.  Smith  & 
Sons'  reduced  ordnance  map  of  Brighton  and  environs 
mounted  on  cloth,  which  shows  all  the  rivers,  streams, 
and  ponds  within  a  radius  of  about  thirty  miles  of 
Brighton. 

There  are  lots  of  small  trout  up  to  6in.  or  Sin. 
in  several  small  streams  within  easy  reach  (by  rail)  of 
Brighton,  but  permission  to  fish  has  to  be  obtained 
from  the  land  owners  or  tenant  farmers.  The  streams 
are  so  overgrown  with  hazel  bushes,  brambles,  etc.,  that 
it  is  no  easy  matter  to  capture  even  half-a-dozen  trout. 
This  I  know  from  experiecca  in  the  upper  Ouse,  a  few 
miles  below  its  souice  and  downwards. 

There  is  fairly  good  coarse  fishing — bream,  roach, 
eels,  etc. —  to  be  had  in  the  Cuckmere  river  near 
Berwick  Station,  a  few  miles  to  the  east  of  Lewes,  at 
Is.  a  day,  and  in  the  Ouse,  a  few  miles  above  Lewes — 
say,  at  Barcombe  Mills,  or  near  Isfield— at  Is.  per  day, 
but  it  is  much  fished,  and  you  deserve  all  you  get. 
Good  sized  carp  and  jack  and  an  occasional  trout  are 
taken.  To  the  west  of  Brighton  you  have  the  river 
Adur,  flowing  into  the  sea  at  Shoreham,  and  the 
river  Arun,  but  I  have  not  fished  in  either.  The  last 
named  is,  of  course,  well  known  to  London  anglers, 
and  is  well  stocked  with  coarse  fish. — Yours  truly 

H.  J.  H. 

FISHING  AT  VIRGINIA  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  L.  G,"  fishing  can  only 
be  obtained  by  ticket,  for  which  application  must  be 
made  to  Captain  Walter  Campbell  (Deputy  Ranger), 
Holly  Grove,  Windsor  Great  Park.  The  fishing  is 
free,  but  you  must  fish  from  a  punt.  The  season 
opens  on  June  16. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  D. 

ROACH  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  PLYMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  grateful  if  any  reader 
could  give  me  reliable  information  as  to  where  fresh- 
water fishing  (roach,  etc.)  is  obtainable  near  Plymouth, 
with  particulars  as  to  price  of  tickets ;  also,  is  there 
any  public  freshwater  fishing  near  ? — Yours  truly, 

R.  E.  Hawkins, 


SPORT  AT  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sir, — After  two  or  three  disappointing  seasons 
many  partisans  of  this  ouce  favoured  spot  seem  to 
have  forsaken  it  through  sheer  despair,  so  possibly  an 
account  of  my  experiences  this  spring  may  be  of  more 
than  passing  interest  to  many  of  your  readers. 

During  the  twenty-seven  days  (April  23  to  May  20), 
fishing  from  Clarke's  Hotel,  Cloghans,  I  killed  fifteen 
salmon  weighing  1631b.,  and  ranging  from  71b.  to  151b., 
and  would,  no  doubt,  have  done  even  better  had  not 
the  stormy  weather  precluded  any  chance  of  getting 
on  to  the  water  on  several  days  of  the  above  period. 
Certainly  during  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  lake 


for  the  past  eleven  years  I  have  never  seen  such  a  good 
run  of  spring  fish  into  the  lake.  The  grilse  are  now 
beginning  to  run,  and  I  took  one  of  6Jlb.  on  May  19. 
Several  of  the  above  fish  were  taken  on  a  trout  rod  and 
ordinary  Lough  Conn  trout  flies,  the  Golden  Olive 
being  the  favourite.  Trout  were  slow,  but  I  had  some 
nice  fish  running  from  lib.  to  41b. 

The  weather  was  most  inclement,  and  no  fly  on  the 
water,  though  the  Green  Drake  was  beginning  to 
appear  on  the  last  two  days.  The  season  is  a  very  late 
one.  Pike  are  rapidly  regaining  condition  and  were 
taking  freely,  and  I  got  several  presentable  looking 
fish  in  the  home  bays,  when  it  was  too  stormy  to  fish 
the  main  lake,  ranging  from  101b.  to  19Jlb. 

The  water  in  the  lough  is  now  at  a  very  good  fishing 
height,  and  I  rather  look  for  a  general  improvement 
in  sport  there  this  season. — Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Arkle. 


FISHING  NEAR  BEXHILL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  expect  to  be  staying  at  Bexhill  in 
July,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  if  there  is  any  trout 
fishing  to  be  obtained  within  easy  reach  of  that  place, 
by  ticket  or  otherwise,  if  so,  average  size  of  fish,  flies 
to  use,  etc.  Failing  the  above,  what  coarse  fishing, 
if  any. 

Any  information  through  your  valuable  paper  I 
shall  be  extremely  grateful  for.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  TYROL. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  "H.  C,"  will 
turn  to  the  back  number  of  the  Field  for  March  17, 
1900,  he  will  find  particulars  that  will  perhaps  help 
him.    It  is  written  by  "  Water  Cricket." — I'ours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heaeder. 


VERY  LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  Vactor's  "  letter  in  your 
issue  of  May  24,  we  hope  he  does  not  include  us  in  his 
sweeping  condemnation  of  English  rod  makers,  who, 
he  says,  "  cannot  make  a  rod  both  light  and  strong." 
If  he  is  in  any  difficulty  about  this  we  will  be  pleased 
to  make  him  a  rod  which  we  will  guarantee  as  light 
and  stronger  than  any  American.  We  note  that  he 
has  been  to  Whiteley's  and  Harrod's  for  the  article, 
from  which  we  infer  that  he  is  quite  unacquainted 
with  the  English  rod  makers. — Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Bros. 

COMPANION  ,0N  FISHING  TRIP  TO  THE 
FAROE  ISLANDS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  would  put 
in  a  letter  for  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  something  as 
follows  :— 

"  Wanted,  a  companion  for  a  fishing  trip  to  the 
Faroe  Islands,  July  11  to  August  17,  camping  out. 
Cost  of  trip  about  £30,  all  told.  Fishing  mostly  lake 
for  brown  trout  and  also  sea-trout.  Probable  extent 
of  basket  151b.  to  201b.  per  day." — Yours  faithfully, 

B.  F.  E. 


MR.  KENNEDY'S  COCH-Y-BONDHQ  BEETLE 
AND  FISHING  NEAR  TOWYN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  ithe  two  above  subjects  are  very 
closely  connected  in  my  mind,  may  I  ask  your  per- 
mission to  make  a  few  remarks  on  each  in  the  confines 
of — on  account  of  lack  of  time — one  short  letter  ? 

When  fishing  at  Tall-y-llyn  Lake  in  July  last  year, 
when,  with  hot,  baking  days  and  absence  of  breeze, 
fly  fishing  ordinarily  was  out  of  the  question,  the 
"little  irresistible"  was  a  perfect  wonder.  I  had 
several  good  days  when,  without  it,  I  should  have 
reported  myself  fishless.  My  last  afternoon  under  the 
conditions  named,  fishing  from  three  to  5-30,  resulted 
in  eight  fish  weighing  61b.,  not  a  small  one  amongst 
them,  and  two  rising  the  pound.  I  never  caught  a 
small  one  with  this  lure — broken  in  big  ones,  I  freely 
confess  I  have  been,  through  clumsy  striking,  I  fear, 
as  I  was  fishing  with  the  finest  of  fine  casts. 

I  also  tried  it  in  the  Dolgoch  stream,  and  had  one 
or  two  fish,  but  it  was  not  the  success  with  me  it 
undoubtedly  was  in  the  lake. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  whom  I  am  looking  forward  to 
meeting  again  some  time,  was  fishing  the  lake  at  the 
same  time,  and  his  baskets  of  thirteen  fish,  weighing 
101b.,  and  such  like,  were  pictures.  One  day — I  am 
now  speaking  from  memory — I  believe  it  was  eighteen 
fish  he  had,  and  not  one  less  than  Jib. 

I  hear  the  lake  has  been  restocked  with  3000  trout 
recently,  and  that  another  similar  quantity  is  to  be 
put  in  this  autumn. 

At  the  Tyu-y-Cornet  Hotel,  which  is  kept  by  two 
excellent  maiden  ladies,  who  are  more  than  ordinarily 
anxious  for  the  fishermen's  comfort,  and  at  the  most 
reasonable  charges,  one  could  spend  a  perfect  holiday 
with  comparatively  small  cost. 

At  Pen-y-bont  Hotel  I  understand  they  do  the  thing 
a  little  more  ambitiously,  but  comfortably  withal. 

The  lake  can  be  reached  by  the  morning  coach  from 
the  Corbett  Arms,  Towyn,  or  by  the  narrow  gauge 
railway  with  a  short  but  very  pretty  drive  at  the  lake 
end  of  about  three  miles.  | 


Fishing  is  to  be  had  In  the  Dysinni  at  Towyn— 
bass  at  time  of  high  tides  in  the  estuary,  salmon  in 
the  higher  reaches,  and  trout  almost  anywhere,  but 
extremely  shy  and  not  over  big.  Spinning  with  the 
natural  minnow  will  account  for  an  occasional  big 
one  or  a  sea-trout ;  but  one  requires  to  be  an  expert 
and  to  know  the  river  well  to  make  a  bag. 

There  is  a  very  pretty  stream  that  harbours  quan- 
tities of  trout  called  the  Dolgoch  River,  that  runs 
into  the  Dysinni  outside  Towyn  from  the  Dolgoch 
Falls.  Big  ones  of  31b.  to  41b.  are  held  to  inhabit  its 
deeper  pools.  I  have  not  seen  anything  scaling  over 
lib.,  but  as  I  have  only  been  there  in  July  in  very 
small  water,  my  opportunities  have  not  been  great. 
I  was  once  taken  when  fishing  the  iKennedy  Beetle 
with  a  big  fellow  in  a  pool  under  a  small  waterfall, 
but  nothing  could  induce  him  to  rise  again. 

If  your  correspondent  should  be  in  Towyn  and  want 
more  specific  information  about  the  local  fishing,  I 
would  advise  him  to  call  in  and  see  Mr.  Jones,  watch- 
maker and  tobacconist,  in  High-street.  He  is  aa 
enthusiastic  angler,  and  has  the  countryside  at  his 
finger  ends.  He  also  keeps  the  best  of  fishing  tackle 
too.— Yours  truly,  B.  Geo.  Cope. 

"Ingledene,"  Bloxwich,  Walsall, 


SPORT  ON  THE  CALDEW. 

Dear  Sir, — The  report  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  10  as  regards  the  Eden  is  somewhat 
discouraging  to  anglers  in  this  locality,  and  though,  no 
doubt,  true  to  the  letter,  yet  the  experience  of  other 
anglers  on  some  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Eden  are 
quite  the  reverse  of  disappointing. 

Personally  we  were  out  twice  on  the  Caldew  without 
waders,  and  were  by  no  means  discouraged.  Meeting 
a  brother  disciple  of  Old  Izaak,  he  informed  us  he 
had  had  thirty-eight  in  one  day's  fishing,  and  at  that 
moment  had  a  dozen  nic  3  trout  in  his  creel. 

We,  therefore,  resolved  to  try ;  and,  rising  early  the 
following  morning,  proceaded  to  the  dumping  ground. 
We  were  only  second,  the  famous  black-headed  gull 
was  swimming  here  and  there,  whila  others  were  screel- 
ing  and  crying  above.  We  had  only  cast  a  second  time, 
and  observed  a  beautiful  rise.  Carefully,  and  raising  the 
rod  point,  we  conjectured  we  were  playing  a  good  fish, 
but  on  proceeding  to  land  our  fish  we  were  surprised 
to  find  we  had  hooked  two,  one  on  the  leading  fly  (a 
spider  dark  snipe  and  purple  body),  the  other  on  the 
middle  dropper  (a  hackle  light  snipe  and  yellow  body). 
On  the  latter  we  got  twelve  other  fish.  In  all  we 
returned  home  before  10  a.m.  with  twenty-four  fish. 
Encouraged,  we  again  started  early  two  days  after. 
The  water  had  become  much  finer,  and  though  a  cold 
east  wind  was  blowing  wa  accounted  for  fourteen 
before  9  a  m.  On  going  out  the  grass  under  foot  was 
as  crisp  as  in  winter,  and  white  as  snow,  while  each 
pool  was  covered  with  ice  of  considerable  strength. 

But  what  new  life  the  fresh  morning  air  and  glint- 
ing sunshine  instils  into  one's  being.  The  changing 
brightness  of  the  landscape,  lit  up  by  the  new  fresh 
green  tints  and  abundance  of  yellow  primrose,  was  in 
itself  a  treat  not  to  be  missed.  Breakfast  was  twice 
as  good  after  such  a  morning's  outing.  Owing  to 
business  I  was  compelled  to  leave  it  all  just  as  it  was 
becoming  delightful.  Picking  up  a  large  stone  just  to 
look  at  the  creepers  for  curiosity,  we  observed  a  large 
quantity  of  roe  adhering  to  the  stone.  We  were 
equally  surprised  to  see  a  small  eel  wriggling  about  in 
the  small  hollow  previously  occupied  by  the  stone, 
and  it  was  evident  he  had  been  disturbed  during  the 
enjoyment  of  a  royal  feast.  Such  is  the  experience  of 
two  short  outings  we  spent  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
mornings  last. — Yours  truly,  Robt.  Baxter. 

May  13. 


DEFECTS  IN  LINES. 
Dear  Sir,— In  "  Stray  Notes  on  Fishing  and  Natural 
History,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot  May  17,  the  author 
says :  "  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  a  really  good 
spinning  line  for  trout.  The  three  things  which 
constitute  a  good  line  are  fineness,  softness,  and 
absence  of  any  disposition  to  kink."  Very  knowing 
anglers  will  tell  one  to  buy  a  good  prepared  plaited 
line.  I  have  done  so,  and  when  I  have  wanted  to  use 
it  it  has  kinked  and  twirled  about  worse  than  many 
twisted  lines,  coming  off  the  reel  and  forming  small 
rings  along  its  whole  length  which  have  to  be 
straightened  out  separately.  Try  it  in  a  line  of  one 
hundred  yards  in  langth  and  see  how  you  like  it. 
Another  beauty  I  had  was  so  soft  that  it  would  stick 
to  the  palm  of  my  hand,  and  in  due  course,  I  have  no 
doubt,  would  become  either  like  almond-rock  or  cow- 
heel  jelly  as  the  case  tnight  be.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  some  end  in  becoming  so  hard  and  others  so  soft, 
and  if  anything  can  be  done  to  cure  these  defects  ?— 
Yours  truly,  In  the  Dark. 


FISHING  AT  GRIMSBY. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  sea  fishing  to  be  had  at  Grimsby ;  if  so, 
what  sort  of  fish  can  be  caught,  and  what  are  the  best 
baits  to  use  ?— Yours  truly,  M.  Couchman. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 
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obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Boolc- 
stalls,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
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to  E.  B.  ilARSTON,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adliered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
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Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10*.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 
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Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 
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Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


To  Anglers  who  may  Catch  Grilse  in  Norway. 

As  has  already  been  noted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Herr  A.  Landmark,  the  Norwegian  fishery  inspector, 
has  published  an  appeal  to  anglers  for  aid  in  the 
collection  of  information  as  to  the  number  of  grilse 
bearing  marks  of  the  net  which  they  come  across. 
He  has  had  a  sheet  printed  with  columns  and  spaces 
for  marking  the  number  and  weight  of  grilse  marked 
by  nets  and  not  so  marked,  the  date  when  taken, 
etc.  This  form  can  be  had  by  writing  direct  to 
Herr  A.  Landmark,  fishery  inspector,  Christiania  ; 
or  to  Consul  Thorvald  Beyer,  Bergen.  Particulars 
as  regards  sea-trout  are  not  wanted. 

May  Fly  Fishing  on  Lough  Deeg. 

Every  year  I  get  a  hearty  invitation  from  Mr. 
David  Pine  to  try  dapping  on  Lough  Derg,  and  he 
sends  me  photographs  and  particulars  of  splendid 
bags.  I  hope  to  go  some  day  if  it  is  only  to  have  a 
new  experience  and  try  the  artificial  v.  the  natural 
May  Fly.  With  the  following  letter  Mr.  Pine 
sends  me  a  photo  of  a  grand  dish  of  trout  which  I 
will  reproduce  in  the  Fishing  Gazette : — 

"  Dear  Marston,— I  am  sorry  I  have  not  heard 
from  you,  as  the  fishing  here  is  splendid  this  year, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  your 
company.  I  suppose,  however,  that  you  are  away 
in  some  obscure  corner  of  the  earth,  keeping  your 
place  of  retreat  a  profound  secret,  and  catching  fish 
by  the  ton. 

"I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  publish  the  following 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  reply  to  a  letter  from 
'  Mona '  in  your  issue  of  May  24.  I  have  not  the  least 
idea  who  '  Mona  '  is,  but  I  cannot  let  his  statements 
pass  re  Lough  Derg  unchallenged. 

"  I  have  fished  the  lake  now  for  fourteen  years, 
and  in  that  time  have  only  missed  one  dapping 
season— namely,  1901.  I  know  this  was  a  bad  year, 
but  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  weather,  and  not 
from  scarcity  of  fish,  or  that  they  would  not  rise. 
'  Mona  '  says  that  he  fished  in  1893  from  May  10 
until  May  23,  and  in  the  year  1900  he  only  fished  for 
eight  days.  How  then  can  he  speak  authoritatively 
upon  the  general  fishing  of  Derg.  Now,  I  have 
fished  every  year,  since  I  first  began,  for  a  solid 


month  (bar  the  year  1901),  and  have  never  had 
such  an  experience  as  '  Mona '  seems  to  have  met 
with.    'Mona'  admits  that  he  only  put  in  half 
time  at  the  dapping,  and  also  confesses  that  he 
partook  copiously  of  '  cakes  and  ale.'    Now  a  heavy 
head  in  the  morning  and  a  start  at  eleven  o'clock 
are  both  against  the  making  of  a  good  bag,  and  the 
man  to  get  fish  on  Lough  Derg  must  be  a  real 
worker.     I  maintain  that  the  fishing  in  the  old 
lake  is  as  good  as  ever,  that  is  to  say,  if  we  get  the 
right  weather,  which  is  everything.    It  is  essential 
also  to  begin  at  the  right  time.    The  May  Fly  may 
be  well  up,  and  yet  fish  may  not  be  taking.  My 
experience  goes  to  show  that  for  the  first  few  days 
of  the  rise  trout  do  not  feed  on  the  fly  when  it 
reaches  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  after  a  time 
when  the  rise  becomes  heavy  the  fish  follow  the 
fly  up,  and  begin  to  take  them.    The  last  three  or 
four  years  the  weather  has  been  all  against  dapping. 
Hot  weather  is  fatal  to  sport,  and  for  this  reason. 
The  heat  causes  the  fly  to  mount  up  into  the  air 
the  very  moment  it  emerges  from  its  shell,  so  that 
no  fly  remains  on  the  water,  but  wings  its  way  to 
the  shore,  and  is  to  be  found  on  trees  and  bushes 
hundreds  of  yards  away  from  the  lake.    In  cold 
weather  the  fly  is  weak,  and  stays  upon  the  wafer 
in  thousands.    This  is  the  time  for  the  trout  to 
feed,  and  on  May  27,  with  a  cool  north  wind,  I 
saw  hundreds  of  fish  feeding  upon  the  fly,  going  for 
them  with  a  mad  splashing  rise  that  made  my 
mouth  water,  for  it  was  too  windy  to  fish  properly. 
Of  course,  in  the  month  of  May,  there  are  many 
days  on  which  dapping  is  impossible,  but  when  the 
steady  breeze  comes,  with  a  soft,  rolling  wave  and 
a  dark  sky,  no  time  should  be  lost,  and  one  must 


15lb.  of  Trout  caugSt  on  Lough  Deeg  by 
Me.  David  Pine. 

fish  the  whole  day  long  as  these  Derg  trout  are 
capricious,  and  although  the  fly  may  be  rising  all 
the  time  the  fish  only  come  up  now  and  then,  and 
if  you  miss  the  rise  you  lose  your  chance.  It  is 
wonderful  how  you  may  dap  steadily  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  perhaps,  and  not  a  fish  may  stir.  Suddenly 
up  they  come,  and  for  perhaps  half  an  hour  splash 
after  splash  goes  on  all  round,  and  you  are  con- 
stantly covering  fish.  Another  great  item  that 
should  be  carefully  observed  is  to  fish  as  fine  as 
possible.  I  use  the  finest  undrawn  gut  and  a  long 
shanked  hook  (fine  in  the  wire),  and  not  larger  than 
a  fair-sized  roach  hook.  Again,  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  knowing  the  drifts,  as  fishing  in  deep  water 
is  comparatively  useless.  This  season  the  lake  is 
fishing  splendidly,  but  I  should  not  go  certainly 
either  to  Killaloe  or  Portumnaforthe  bestdappin^' 
I  am  fortunate  in  being  able  to  rent  a  little  fishing 
lodge  far  from  the  'madding  crowd,'  about  four 
miles  below  the  '  pleasant,  lonely  woods  of  Kylene- 
mella,'  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  and  have 
a  boat  and  boat-house  of  my  own.  I  am  fortunate 
also  m  having  the  best  boatman  and  keenest  fisher- 
man on  the  lake,  and  to  this  circumstance  in  a 
great  measure  I  attribute  much  of  my  success.  In 
conclusion,  I  still  affirm  that  Lough  Derg  is  nearly 
as  good  as  ever,  and  the  trout  are  a  splendid  average 
—I  don't  know  any  lake  in  the  three  kingdoms  that 
can  give  the  same  results.  Only  on  May  24 
a  friend  of  mine  from  England,  who  comes  over 
every  year  for  the  dapping,  had  a  basket  of  thirteen 
fine  trout  to  his  own  rod  weighing  281b.  I  saw 
them  laid  out  on  a  table  in  the  kitchen,  and  thev 
were  a  beautiful  even  lot  of  fish.  In  eight  days  I 
have  taken  fifty-three  trout  weighing  109ilb.,  and 
should  have  had  much  better  sport  had  it  not  been 
for  the  violent  gales  which  often  made  fishing 


impossible.  '  Mona  '  is  quite  right  in  his  statement 
that  in  1898  I  killed  in  twenty-two  davs  137  trout 
weighing  3201b.,  but  in  this  case  the  weather  was 
altogether  favourable— cool,  sunny  days,  with  a 
steady  breeze,  and  every  day  a  fishing  "day.  This 
performance  I  have  every  hope  of  repeating,  at  all 
events  it  will  not  bo  for  want  of  trying,  as  I  hope 
to  dap  on  beautiful  Derg  for  many  a  long  year. 

"  I  am  sure  '  Mona '  has  no  desire  to  mislead, 
but  I  do  not  wish  anyone  to  labour  under  a  false 
impression,  and  I  can  bring  the  evidence  of  many 
experienced  dappers  in  this  locality  to  prove  that 
the  fishing  is  first  rate  even  now  it  only  we  get  the 
weather  '  to  match.' — Yours  truly, 

"  I)avid  N.  Pine. 

"  P-S. — I  send  you  photo  of  a  bag  of  fish  weighing 
151b.,  caught  on  May  27;  that  does  not  look  as  if 
the  dapping  is  over  1 " 

"  Choke-bore  Fly-rods." 

Mr.  E.  Hough  in  the  interesting  notes  he  con- 
tributes to  Forest  and  Stream  for  May  24  has  a 
note  on  what  he  calls  "  Choke-bore  fly-rods." 

"  As  to  fly-rods,  we  know  more  in  this  town 
(Chicago)  than  we  did  ten  years  ago.    There  is 
sometimes  a  vast  difference  between  a  pretty  fly- 
rod  and  a  useful  one.    My  friend,  Mr.  Graham  H. 
Harris,  and  his  friend.  Mayor  Harrison,  claim  the 
credit  of  having  induced   a   certain  well-known 
Eastern  maker  of  fly-rods  to  put  more  backbone 
into  his  rods— that  is  to  say,  to  make  them  stifl"er. 
I  got  a  couple  of  these  rods  this  spring,  taking  them 
out  of  stock,  and  not  being  able  to  first  give  them 
a  thorough  trial.    I  find  both  the  rods  too  stiff  for 
short  distance  fly-casting,  and,  in  fact,  too  stifi'  for 
any  distance  fly-casting  unless  rigged  with  very 
heavy  casting  lines.    One  of  these  rods  is  ofoz. 
My  friend,  Mr.  Mershon,  had  one  of  these  rods  of 
the  same  make.    It  was  a  4oz.  rod.    This  was  just 
about  the  weight  which  I  ought  to  have  had.  In 
short  these  rods  seem  to  me  to  have  too  much 
backbone.    They  are  what  I  should  call  choke-bore 
rods,  intended  for  long  range  shooting.    Now  it  is 
all  right  to  talk  about  long  distance  fly-casting,  but 
that  is  not  what  catches  trout.    For  some  kinds  of 
trout  fishing  you  want  to  fish  close  to  you,  with  a 
delicate  fly  and  a  short  line.    In  such  cases,  no 
matter  how  heavy  your  line,  your  rod  with  too 
much  backbone  does  not  begin  to  work.    Your  line 
does  not  straighten,  your  leader  is  bound  to  fall  in 
wrinkles.    I  have  long  felt  that  our  shotguns  are 
made  to  shoot  too  close,  and  I  believe  the  same  of 
our  makers  who  put  too  much  backbone  into  their 
rods.    For  dry  fly-fishing,  or  even  the  method  which 
I  call  the  Taylor  system,  indeed  for  all  fishing  at 
short  range,  there  ought  to  be  more  pliancy  in  the 
rod  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  celebrated  makes  in 
weights  sometimes  of  five  or  six  ounces.  These 
rods  are  beautifully  made,  and  are  equal  to  50  or 
60  feet  of  line.    In  short  they  are  choke-bore  rods. 
Yet  I  am  due  to  say  that  I  shall  have  to  have  one 
more  rod— that  is  to  say,  a  rod  for  short-range 
fishing.    When  it  comes  to  reaching  them  away 
out  yonder,  I  don't  want  better  rods  than  I  now 

own."  R.  B.  M.\RST0N. 


'  MOOSE  HUNTING  AND  SALMON 
FISHING." 


"  Moose  Hunting,  Salmon  Fishing,  and  Other 
Sketches  of  Sport.  Being  the  Record  of  Personal 
Experiences  of  Hunting  Wild  Game  in  Canada. 
By  T.  R.  Patillo.  London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marstonj 
&  Co.  (Ltd.). 

"  The  literature  of  sport  is  sensibly  enriched  bv 
this  inspiriting  record  of  personal  experiences  in 
a  hunting  field  so  inaccessible  to  men  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  It  tells  how  its  author,  ^fr.  T.  R. 
PatUlo,  shot  moose  in  Nova  Scotia,  fished  salmon 
and  trout  on  the  Medway  river,  caught  the  albacore 
(which  is  a  sort  of  a  fish,  called  also  a  horse- 
mackerel,  that  frequents  the  Nova  Scotian  harbours 
and  kills  the  herring  there),  brought  down  wild 
geese,  hunted  the  moose  with  dogs  and  on  snow- 
shoes,  and  had  many  wild  adventures.  The  sketches 
are  valuable  for  the  information  they  convey,  and 
scarcely  less  so  for  the  cheerfulness  they  induce 
by  their  breezy  and  good-humoured  manner  of 
narrative.  The  book  will  be  read  with  enjoyment 
by  anyone  who  takes  it  up,  and  by  sporting  men 
with  enthusiasm.  It  is  graced  by  two  interesting 
photographs  of  its  author,  and  introduced  bv  a 
brief  preface  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston." 
— Scotsman, 
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"THE  NATUKA.LIST  ON  THE 
THAMES."* 


Outdoor  life  in  the  Thames  Valley,  from  its 
upper  waters  to  the  mouth,  is  a  subject  to  arouse 
the  interest  of  anyone  who  has  any  love  of  Nature 
in  him.  If  such  a  one  is  already  acquainted  with 
the  Valley  of  the  Thames,  all  the  more  interesting 
will  it  be  to  him  to  follow  Mr.  Cornish  in  his 
descriptive  and  historical  wanderings  ;  for  anyone 
to  whom  the  Thames  is  unknown,  this  is  the  book 
he  should  study.  There  are  forty-one  chapters  in 
the  book,  and  each  chapter  is  a  separate  study — 
all  of  them  possessing  that  kind  of  interest  which 
only  the  description  of  a  writer's  personal  experience 
could  arouse.  The  author  says  that  he  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  outdoor  life  in  the  Thames  Val- 
ley, and  that  alone  is  sufficient,  remembering  how 


once  they  start  from  their  Southern  sunny  homes 
they  come  on  to  these  shores  whether  they  find 
them  warm  and  genial  or  cold  and  repellent.  There 
is  no  stopping  half-way  on  the  winged  voyage,  but 
when  they  come  into  such  a  May  as  we  have  had 
it  is  probably  in  many  instances  to  their  destruction. 

I  propose  now  to  give  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  few  extracts  likely  to  be  of  interest,  and 
to  whet  the  appetite  of  anglers,  though  really 
evei-y  chapter  in  the  book  has  a  special  interest  of 
its  own,  and  for  all. 

"  Insects  of  the  Thames  "  is  an  inviting  subject, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  be  told  that — 

"  The  large  dytiscus  beetle  is  the  great  enemy 
of  small  fish.  If  the  salmon  is  ever  restored  to 
the  Thames  these  creatures  will  be  among  the 
worst  enemies  of  the  fry,  though  in  swift  rivers 
they  are  not  plentiful.  Frank  Buckland  says 
that  in  Hollymount  Pi  n  1  they  killed  two  thousand 


from  a  drawing  by] 


[iMuncelot  Speed. 


"  I  GOT  HIM  OUT,  TOO  ;  NOT  A  BIG  FISH,  ABOUT  l^LB." 


charmingly  he  has  written  before  on  similar  subjects, 
to  lead  one  to  expect  a  very  pleasant  companion  in 
our  exploration  of  the  Thames  which  his  new  book 
promises.  I  can  explore  only  in  his  book,  for 
personally  the  fates  have  sent  me  off  in  this  spring 
time  in  quite  another  direction  ;  and  what  a  spring 
it  has  been.  The  month  of  May  from  the  1st  to 
the  21st  was  a  bitterly  cold  and  exasperating  March, 
not  a  hint  of  geniality  in  it.  Now,  however,  on  the 
23rd,  May  is  beginning  to  assume  his  true  garb  and 
poetical  character.  On  this  morning  I  saw  two 
newly-arrived  swifts  and  two  pairs  of  swallows — 
doubtless  the  latter  may  have  been  here  earlier, 
but  I  had  not  seen  them.    I  suppose  that  when 

*  By  C.  J.  Cornish,  F.Z.S.,  Author  of  "Wild 
England,"  "  Life  at  the  Zoo,"  "Animals  of  To-day," 
etc.  With  many  illustrations.  Demy  8vo.,  268  pases. 
Seeley  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


young  salmon.  One  of  these  was  put  into  a 
bowl  with  a  dytiscus  beetle,  which,  '  pouncing 
upon  him  like  a  hawk  upon  an  unsuspecting 
lark,  drove  its  scythe-like,  horny  jaws  right  into 
the  back  of  the  poor  little  fish.  The  little 
salmon,  a  plucky  fellow,  fought  hard  for  his  life, 
and  swam  round  and  round,  up  and  down, 
hither  and  thither,  trying  to  escape  from  this 
terrible  murderer,  but  it  was  no  use,  he  could 
not  free  himself  from  his  grip,  and  while  the 
poor  little  wretch  was  giving  the  last  few 
flutterings  of  his  tail  the  water-beetle  proceeded 
coolly  to  pick  out  his  left  eye  and  to  devour  it  at 
once.'  " 

"  The  Chavender,  or  Chub."- — Here  is  a  bit 
showing  how  our  author,  who  seems  to  have  taken 
more  interest  in  chub  than  they  deserve,  man- 
oeuvred to  catch  one. 

"  Drifting  against  a  willow  bush  one  day,  the 


branches  of  which  came  right  down  over  the 
water,  I  saw  inside  and  under  the  branches  a 
number  of  fair-si^ed  chub.  ...  It  was  like 
fish  ing  in  a  faggotstack.  I  managed  to  poke 
the  top  of  the  rod  through  the  bush  and  drop 
the  hopper  on  the  little  bit  of  sunny  water. 
They  were  as  cocky  and  consequential  as 
possible.  .  .  .  The  moment  the  grasshopper  fell 
there  was  a  regular  rash  to  the  place.  .  .  .  There 
was  a  hustle  and  jostle  to  look  at  it,  and  then  to 
get  it.  They  almost  fought  one  another  to  get  a 
place.  Flop  I  splash  1  woUop  1  '  My  grass- 
hopper, I  think  ?  '  'I  saw  it  first.'  '  ^Vhere  are 
you  shoving  to  '?  '  '  Oh,  what's  the  matter  with 
William  '? '  I  called  him  William  because  he  has 
a  mark  like  a  W  on  his  back.  But  he  was 
hooked  fast,  and  flopping,  and  held  quite  tight 
by  a  very  strong  hook  and  gut,  like  a  bull  with  a 
ring  and  a  pole  fastened  to  his  nose.  I  got  him 
out,  too  ;  not  a  big  fish,  about  l^lb." 
"The  World's  First  Butterflies"  is  an  interesting 
chapter,  and  the  description  of  butterfly  sleep  is 
amusing :  — 

"  There  has  always  been  a  tradition  that  the 
death's-head  moth,  the  largest  of  all  our  moths 
.  .  .  creeps  into  the  hives  and  robs  the  bees,  which 
are  said  to  be  terrified  by  a  squeaking  noise  made 
by  the  gigantic  moth,  which  to  a  bee  must 
appear  as  the  roc  did  to  its  victim?.    It  is  said 
tliat  the  bees  will  close  up  the  sides  of  the 
entrance  to  the  hive  with  wax,  so  as  to  make  it 
too  small  for  the  moth  to  creep  in." 
Mr.  Cornish  says  probably  this  i^  a  fable.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  Sir  John  Lubbock's 
experiments  with  bees  have  gone  to  prove  that 
bees  have  not  the  sense  of  hearing  ;  if  that  is  so, 
the  "  squeaking  noise  "  could  hardly  have  terriSed 
them. 

In  the  chapter  of  "  Crayfish  and  Trout,"  the 
author  says  :  — 

"  I  believe  no  one  ever  saw  a  trout  spawning 
in  the  Thames,  though  there  are  plenty  of  shal- 
lows where  they  might  do  so.  Consequently  the 
Thames  trout  must  be  regarded  as  a  fish  which 
was  born  in  the  tributaries  and  descended  into 
the  big  river  ...  as  the  mouths  of  these  trout 
holding  tributaries  ....  become  surrounded 
with  houses,  and  the  trout  no  longer  haunt  the 
enihoitchurc,  the  tendency  is  for  fewer  trout  to 
get  into  the  Thames." 

"  Bird  Migration  down  the  Thames."  —  In 
September,  1896,  Mr.  Cornish  witnessed  a  great 
migration  of  swallows  down  the  Thames  : — 

"  The   quarter  from  which  these  armies  of 
swallows  came  was  at  first  undiscoverable.  They 
might  have  been  hatched  like  gnats,  from  the 
river.    In  time  I  discovered  whence  they  came. 
They  were  literally  '  dropping  from  the  skies,' 
The  flocks  were  travelling  at  a  height  at  which 
they  were  quite  invisible  in  the  cloudy  air,  and, 
from  minute  to  minute,  they  kept  dropping  down 
into  sight,  and  so  perpendicularly,  to  the  very 
surface  of  the  river  or  the  eyot  .  .  .  By  a  com- 
mon impulse  the  whole  mass  settled  down  from 
end  to  end  of  the  island  upon  the  osiers.  Those 
in  the  centre  of  the  eyot  were  black  with  swal- 
lows, like  the  black  blight  on  beans  .  .  .  next 
morning  at  6.30  every  swallow  was  gone." 
Mr.  Cornish  tells  us  that  the  Thames  Valley,  or 
the  river,  is  a  regular  migration  route  for  several 
species  besides  swallows.    Yellow  and  pied  water 
wagtails  are  among  the  first,  they  come  down  in 
small  flocks  ;  later  on  blackbirds  arrive  ;  and  sand- 
martins  travel  down  the  Thames  in  small  flocks. 

That  is  a  very  interesting  chapter  on  "  Some 
Eesults  of  Wild  Bird  Protection."  The  Thames 
Conservancy  used  their  powers  and  summarily  put 
a  stop  to  shooting  on  the  river  throughout  their 
whole  jurisdictions.  Then  the  county  councils  of 
Oxfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  and  Berkshire  for- 
bade the  killing  of  owls  and  kingfishers  ;  and  now 
the  river  and  its  banks  have  become  a  sanctuary, 
and  all  the  birds  on  its  margins  have  greatly 
increased.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  everybody's 
favourite,  the  kingfisher,  has  increased  on  this  river, 
because  everywhere  else  one  hears  of  its  continued 
decrease  owing  to  the  beauty  of  its  plumage.  It 
is  always  interesting  to  read  anything  about  this 
charming  bird,  and  I  am  sure  the  following  bit  will 
be  read  with  pleasure. 

"  It  was  not  till  November,  1899,  that  I  saw 
the  kingfisher  at  play,  and  in  such  numbers  as  to 
make  a  real  feature  on  the  river.  It  was  a  warm, 
brilliant  sunny  morning,  such  as  sometimes  comes 
in  early  winter,  and  I  went  down  before  breakfast 
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to  Clifton  Bridge.    There  the  shrill  cry  of  the 
kingfishers  was  heard  on  all  sides,  and  I  counted 
seven,  chasing  each  other  over  the  water,  darting 
in  swift  flight  round  and  round  the  pool,  and 
perching  on   the   cam-shedding  in  a  row  to 
rest.      Presently,   two   flew  up   and  hovered 
together,  like  kestrels  over  the  stream.  One 
suddenly  plunged,  came  up  with  a  fish,  and 
flying  to  the  other,  which  was  still  hovering,  put 
the  fish  into  its  beak.    After  this  gift  and  accept- 
ance both  flew  to  the  willows,  where,  let  us  hope, 
they  shared  their  breakfast." 
That  must  have  been  a  very  pretty  sight,  our 
pretty  little  thief  captus  in  flagrante  delicto,  "  if 
that  be  the  way  to  spell  it,"  as  John  Eidd  said, 
perpetrating  the  crime  to  which  he  is  pretty  well 
known  to  be  prone,  and  which  has  led  in  some 
places  to  his  merciless  destruction. 

There  is  a  pleasant  chapter  on  "  The  Birds  that 
Stay,"  but  I  must  refrain  from  quoting.  From  it 
I  learn  what  I  was  not  aware  of  before,  namely, 
that  our  staunch,  stay-at-home  friends,  the  rooks, 
are  regular  and  irrepressible  migrants,  crossing 
from  Denmark  and  Holland  to  England,  and  from 
England  to  Ireland,  and  even  our  beloved  robin 
redbreast  sends  her  children  away  to  seek  their 
fortunes  in  foreign  lands. 

"  The  English  Mocking  Bird  "  is  the  title  of  a 
short  chapter  which  the  starling  has  the  honour  of 
having  all  to  himself,  and  his  peculiar  habits,  his 
mimicry,  his  variety  of  songs,  and  his  sociability 
are  well  described  :  he  is  a  pet  everywhere  because 
he  is  supposed  to  do  an  immense  deal  of  good  in 
the  destruction  of  insects  which  far  outweighs  his 
little  peccadilloes  in  the  way  of  cherry  orchards. 
Mr.  Cornish  tells  us  that  Mr.  J.  G.  Millais,  watch- 
ing deer  in  a  park  with  his  glasses,  saw  a  starling 
remove  a  fly  from  the  corner  of  a  deer's  eye. 

"  Netting  Stags  in  Richmond  Park  "  is  a  chapter 
which  no  one  is  likely  to  skip,  it  is  novel  and 
interesting  ;  but  I  must  not  exploit  it. 

"  Fish  in  the  London  River." — This  is  a  chajDter 
which  I  commend  to  the  experts.  The  author  is 
good  enough  to  refer  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  as  a  "  great 
authority  "  on  this  subject.  I  must  let  him  deal 
with  it.  I  see  that  Mr.  Cornish  mentions  "the 
capture  of  a  41b.  grilse  in  the  Thames  estuary  in 
December,  1901,"  and  he  says  that  it  raised  some 
hopes  that  we  might  in  course  of  time  see  salmon 
at  London  Bridge. 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  Marston  Mrrote  to  me  re- 
joicingly that  the  Daily  Graphic  had  reported  the 
capture  of  a  grilse  at  Molesey  Weir.  "  If  true," 
said  he,  "  it  is  splendid  news,  as  proving  the 
Thames  is  so  much  purer  than  it  has  been  for 
eighty  years." 

Alas !  this  grilse  turned  out  eventually  to  have 
been  a  Thames  trout  I 

It  would  be  easy  to  go  on  making  extracts  from 
Mr.  Cornish's  valuable  and  most  interesting  book. 
I  have  already  taken  quite  enough  to  show,  partly 
at  any  rate,  what  the  book  is  made  of,  although,  of 
course,  there  are  many  chapters  which  I  have  not 
even  mentioned.  It  is  a  handsome  octavo  volume, 
beautifully  printed,  with  numerous  photographic 
reproductions,  some  of  them  exquisite  little  pictures 
of  scenery  and  subjects  on  the  beautiful  Thames. 
I  have  pleasure  in  commending  it  to  your  readers 

Amateur  Angler 


THE  MAY  FLY. 

By  Red  Spinner. 


[Part  of  a  delightful  article  in  "  Waterside 
Sketches,"  published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London.    Price  Is.] 

Fly  disporting  in  the  shade, 
Wert  thou  for  the  angler  made? 
To  grace  his  hook — is  this  thy  fate  ? 
And  be  some  greedy  fish's  bait  ? 

Fly  aloft  on  gladsome  wing  I 
See  one  comes  with  eager  spring. 
He'll  dip  thee  far  beneath  the  wave  : 
And  doom  thee  to  a  watery  grave. 

May  has  nearly  run  its  course.  We  have  an 
ancient  promise  that  the  seasons  shall  never  fail, 
and  though  sometimes  our  variable  climate  makes 
it  difficult  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  between 
summer  and  winter,*  in  the  long  run  you  may  be 
sure  seed-time  and  harvest  comes  round  in  very 

*  Mr.  Senior  must  have  had  this  spring  in  mind 
when  he  wrote  thus  in  1875.— Ed,  F.  O. 


much  the  same  fashion  as  they  appeared  to  our 
forefathers.    I  pack  my  portmanteau  as  I  make 
these  sage  reflections,  and  am  grateful  that  the 
spring  has  been  one  of  the  time-honoured  sort. 
March  winds  prevailed  at  the  proper  time,  the 
April  showers   fell   soft,    and  the   May  flowers 
bloomed  without  delay.   And  there  has  arrived  a 
letter  announcing  the  advent  of  the  Green  Drake. 
-  May  Fly  fishing  is  not  to  my  mind  altogether  a 
satisfactory  style  of  angling,  yet  I  grieve  me  much 
if  the  May  Fly  season  pass  without  taking  advan- 
tage of  it.     The   fish   are   so   terribly   on  the 
rampage  "  at  this  time  that  it  seems  like  catching 
them  at  a  mean  disadvantage.    The  silly  trout 
evidently  take  leave  of  their  senses  for  a  fortnight 
or  so,  at  the  beginning  of  June,  and,  of  all  ranks 
and  sizes,  lay  themselves  out  for  unlimited  gorge. 
The  angler,  however,  places  himself  more  on  an 
equality  with  his  game  if  he  forswears  the  live  fly. 
If  I  were  asked  for  my  advice  I  should  say:— 
Seldom  use  any  but  the  artificial  May  Fly,  if  you 
would  live  with  a  clear  conscience ;  then  you  will 
have  the  additional  gratification  of  knowing  that 
the  special  difficulty  experienced  in  producing  a 
really  good  imitation  is  a  slight  set-off  against  the 
greediness  of  the  trout  at  the  May  Fly  period. 

Cotton  speaks  of  May  Flies  as  the  "  matadores 
for  trout  and  grayling,"  and  he  adds  that  they  kill 
more  fish  than  all  the  rest,  past  and  to  come,  in  the 
whole  year  besides.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
Cotton  was  then  writing  of  the  picturesque  Dove, 
not  so  stocked  with  trout  and  grayling  now  as  it 
was  in  his  days,  but  still  as  limpid  and  romantic  as 
when  Piscator  welcomed  his  disciple  to  the  Vale  of 
Ashbourne  with—"  What  ho  !  bring  us  a  flagon  of 
your  best  ale  "—the  good  Derbyshire  ale  which 
Viator  had  the  sense  to  prefer,  scouting  the  idea 
that  a  man  should  come  from  London  to  drink 
wine  at  the  Peak. 

As  a  rule — and  there  are  not  many  exceptions  to 
it — the  flies  that  suit  one  river  do  not  suit  another  ; 
but  the  May  Fly  is  the  touch  of  nature  which  makes 
most  rivers  kin.  With  some  allowance  for  differ- 
ence of  size,  your  May  Fly  will  answer  on  any 
stream,  or  on  lake  and  stream,  during  the  few  days 
in  which  the  green  and  grey  drakes  make  the  most  of 
their  chequered  existence.  What  Cotton  wrote  of 
the  Dove  will  therefore  apply  to  streams  that  in  no 
other  respect  could  be  compared  with  it. 

It  is  not  the  Dove  to  which  I  am  bound.  My 
stream  is  not  half  so  well  known  either  to  anglers 
or  to  the  non-angling  world.  It  has  a  name  never- 
theless, and  appears  accurately  marked  upon  the 
Ordnance  Map.  Let  us  for  convenience  sake  call 
it  the  Brawl.  In  most  instances  you  will  not  err 
greatly  in  disliking  the  fisherman  who  refuses  to 
tell  his  brother  where  to  find  sport.  It  is  true, 
necessity  has  no  law,  and  the  necessity  is  often  laid 
upon  one,  sadly  against  his  will,  of  withholding 
information  which  might  be  of  service  to  a  brother 
angler.  He  may  be  the  best  and  most  generous 
hearted  fellow  in  the  world,  but  he  may  lack  that 
essential  backbone  of  wisdom,  discretion. 

Therefore  the  stream  now  in  question  shall  be 
named  the  Brawl,  and  I  give  fair  warning  that  the 
rest  of  my  nomenclature  in  this  chapter  is  also 
drawn  from  the  source  whence   a  member  of 
Parliament  was  accused  of  drawing  his  facts — 
namely,  the  imagination.    There  is  no  objection 
to  your  knowing  that  the  spot  is  not  far  from  the 
cradle  of  the  queenly  Thames;  so  near,  in  fact, 
that  you  may  almost  hear  the  first  babblings  of  the 
infant  river.    Green  hills  stand  in  rich  undulations 
of  pasture  high  above  the  surrounding  country, 
giving  to  the  sheep  grazing  on  the  luscious  downs 
a  name  that  is  distinctive  and  far  known.  The 
Brawl  does  not  rise,  as  many  streams  do,  through 
the  silver-sanded  floor  of  a  bubbling  spring  seques- 
tered in  the  dell,  but  it  spurts  sharply  out  of  a  hill 
side,  and  commences  its  course,  as  it  were,  with  ! 
gi-and  flourish  of  trumpets  and  waving  of  flags. 
Tennyson  might  have  had  the  Brawl  (but  of  course 
had  not)  in  his  mind's  eye  when  he  wrote  "  The 
Brook."    The  forget-me-nots  are  there,  and  the 
cresses,  and  the  shallows,  and  the  windings,  and 
all  the  melody  which  tinkles  in  the  Poet-Laureate's 
exquisite  song. 

When  a  man  travels  the  best  part  of  a  hundred 
miles  for  one  day's  amusement  he  is  generally  pre 
pared  to  crowd  as  much  work  into  that  day  a:_ 
human  possibilities  allow.  How  fresh  the  country 
looks  in  its  May  garment  of  many  colours  and  how 
majestically  the  sun  sinks  behind  the  great  hills 
towards  which  I  am  rattling  in  the  ravenous 
express !    As  if  the  landscape  is  not  already  gay 


enough  with  its  foliage  and  flowers,  the  sun  clasps 
it  in  a  parting  embrace,  and  at  the  touch  it  becomes 
radiant  and  rosy  and  soft. 

The  village  is  hushed  in  repose  by  the  time  I  am 
left,  the  only  passenger,  on  the  rude  platform,  and 
the  ancient  churchyard  is  wrapped  in  shadow  that 
becomes  weird  and  black  in  the  avenue  of  cypress 
and  yew.  The  bats  wheel  hither  and  thither  over 
the  housetops,  and  beetles  drone  as  they  fly.  The 
last  roysterer— it  is  but  ten  o'clock-  -is  leaving  the 
Hare  and  Hounds  at  tlie  moment  I  lift  the  latch 
to  enter.  The  landlord  eyes  my  rod  and  basket, 
and  glances  sidelong  at  me  during  supper  time. 

At  length,  he  informs  me  that  he  himself  is  an 
angler  and  proprietor;of  a  willow  bed  through  which 
runs  about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  Brawl,  and 
that  if  I  would  like  to  try  my  casts  upon  it  in  the 
morning  before  starting  up  the  country  I  am  wel- 
come so  to  do.  He  does  not  give  this  privilege  to 
every  one,  he  says,  and  could  not  if  he  would,  since 
he  has  let  the  right  of  fishing  to  an  old  gentleman 
living  on  the  spot,  reserving  to  himself  the  power 
which  he  now  offers  to  exercise  in  my  favour.  The 
programme  for  to-morrow  includes  a  small  lake 
across  country,  and  then  a  drive  of  six  miles  into 
the  uplands  to  where  the  newly-born  Brawl  turns 
its  first  mill-wheel.  Still,  no  reasonable  offer  or 
likely  chance  should  be  refused,  and  the  landlord's 
kindness  is  accepted  with  thanks. 

Before  the  lark  is  fairly  astir  next  morning,  I  am 
being  brushed  by  the  dew-charged  branches  of  the 
trees  in  the  landlord's  willow  bed.  The  tenant,  the 
old  gentleman  previously  spoken  of,  is  known  to 
the  world  as  "the  General."  He  was  a  sergeant 
of  dragoons  in  his  younger  days,  and  now  in  the 
evening  of  life  lives  in  a  honey-suckled  cottage 
overlooking  the  bit  of  animated  stream  in  which 
he  finds  so  much  amusement.  Perhaps  if  I  had 
known  this  earlier  I  should  not  now  be  trespassing 
upon  his  preserves.  Quite  Arcadian  the  place  must 
be  ;  his  rods,  used  beyond  doubt  last  evening,  he 
has  left  by  the  river,  and  they  lie  without  attempt 
at  concealment  on  the  wet  grass. 

It  is  a  very  likely  locality  for  a  good  trout,  and 
circumscribed  as  the  bounds  are,  there  are  deeps, 
eddies,  and  scours  in  excellent  condition.  More 
by  way  of  wetting  the  Ifne  than  anything  else,  I 
cast  up  towards  a  sweeping  shallow,  around  whose 
edge  the  pure  silver-streaked  water  swirls  sharply, 
and  at  the  second  throw  rise  and,  I  am  free  to 
confess,  to  my  surprise  hook  a  fish.  The  accident 
being  attributed  by  the  landlord  to  masterlv  skill, 
he  stands  by  admiringly  and  excitedly  with  the 
net.  The  trout,  however,  is  in  no  hurry,  and  runs 
straight  into  a  forest  of  weeds,  from  which  it  seems 
impossible  to  extricate  him  without  loss  of  tackle 
and  time.  The  landlord  rushing  to  the  cottage 
for  a  pole  brings  with  him  "the  General,"  half 
dressed,  and  in  a  pitiable  state  of  alarm  and 
anxiety.  Almost  with  tears  and  in  broken  accents 
he  says  : 

"  I've  been  working  three  days  for  that  fish,  sir, 
early  and  late ;  he  rose  once  yesterday,  and  twice 
the  day  before." 

Poor  old  General !  I  feel  very  sorry  indeed,  but 
sorrow  cannot  undo  the  unconscious  wron"  I  have 
perpetrated  1  After  tremendous  exertions  with  a 
pole  and  hay-rake  we  loosen  the  tangled  weeds 
and  the  trout  comes  in  on  his  side,  not  the  patriarch 
we  had  supposed,  but  a  burly  little  fellow  not 
much  larger  than  a  Yarmouth  bloater.  Then  "  the 
^tu.n  '^^^  I  to°  i-ejoice  on  hearing  that 

that  fish     which  has  been  tantalising  him  all 
the  year  is  still  left  to  tantalise  him  again. 


as  size 


THE  ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  tlie  committee  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Mr.  R  B  %14^^ 
was  again  unanimously  elected  Presid'ent.  We 
understand  that  later  on  in  the  year  there  is  to  be 

society     ^  """"^^^  °^  "'^  "^^"^b^r^  the 

Morriss's  New  Hook  PocKET-BooK.-Mr  Alfred 
Morriss,  of  Redditch,  sends  us  a  samp  e  of  his 
new  paper  pocket-book  for  carrying  hooks  on  gut 
IVe  Mn'Tv  transparent"  paper  pocS, 

size  ,m.  by  oin.  ;  each  is  perforated  so  as  to  r^et 


out  a  hook.  You  can  easily  "d^t^ch  Thr^pocket' 
but  most  roach  and  other  anglers  will  -nZf^.  t 
use  the  useful  little  book  over  LToZragZ  Jit 
IS  a  most  convenient  way  of  carrying  hooks^^r  ;«e 
in  a  day's  fishmg,  and  particulai-Iy  Stewart  tackles 
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SOME    NOVELTIES    IN  MESSES. 
HAEDY  S  NEW  CATALOGUE. 


The  estimation  in  which  rods  made  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  are  held  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  by  the  firm  from  their  branch  at 
12  and  14,  Moult-street,  Manchester  : — 

"  We  have  had  some  competition  against  us 
this  week — namely,  sale  of  the  late  Mr.  Dyson's 
rods  and  tackle.  We  thought  it  might  interest 
you  to  know  that  one  of  our  10.^  feet  cane-built 


Gut  Prepared  by  a  New  Process. 

Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  sent  me  the  other  day  two 
or  three  strands  of  fine  and  long  gut,  saying,  "  Try 
the  strength.  It  is  the  best  I  have  ever  seen.  No 
increase  in  price.  The  manner  of  treating  the 
worm  is  different,  and  it  appears  to  produce  better 
gut.    This  is  "  Refina,"  and  would  kill  a  salmon." 

Having  ascertained  by  actual  experiment  that 
this,  what  I  should  call  fine  May  Fly  gut,  will  lift  a 
dead  weight  of  over  81b.  (I  doubted  if  it  would  lift 
four),  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  whoever  invented 
the  new  manner  of  treating  the  silkworm  deserves 
a  medal.    It  looks  as  if  he  had  got  the  worms  into 


only  refer  to  some  of  the  novelties  of  this  most 
enterprising  firm,  which  has  no  less  than  eight 
Hardys  now  working  together  in  it. 

On  page  7H  is  a  new  list  of  Special  Irish  Lake 
and  Sea-trout  Fliks  collected  by  one  of  the 
partners  during  a  fishing  tour  in  1901.  "  The 
Irishmen,"  says  Mr.  Hardy,  "  are  rare  mixers  of 
colour,  and  often  with  great  effect."  This  list  of 
about  thirty  flies  includes  many  of  the  best  Irish 
patterns. 

On  page  91  is  an  illustration  and  description  of 
the  "  Triplex  "  Salmon  Fly,  specially  designed 
for  short-rising  fish.    Messrs.  Hardy  say  :  "  The  fly 


FIC.2 


Hardy's  New  Reel-Line  Guard. 


SECTION 
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Thb  Latest  Form  op  the  "Silbx"  Reel, 

FOE  all  kinds  of  FISHING. 

"Nonagonal"  Sections.   Double  Built. 


m 

Before  Cementing.  After  Cenientiiig-. 

"  Octagonal  "  Sections.    Single  Built. 


Breaking  a  Fish  with  a  "  Perfect  "  Reel. 


Before  Cementing. 


After  Cementing. 


Hardy's  "Ideal"  Phantom. 


'Triplex"  Salmon  Fly 


fly  rods  in  three  joints,  with  two  tops  and  suction 
ferrules,  about  eighteen  years  old,  realised 
£4  14s.  6d.,  or  4s.  6d.  more  than  its  original  cost. 
An  ordinary  cane-built  12  feet  fly  rod  realised 
£4:  17s.  6d.,  or  just  Is.  more  than  was  paid  for  it 
when  new.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance 
of  anglers  at  the  sale." 

This  only  bears  out  the  experience  of  others 
who  have  seen  the  extraordinary  good  prices 
obtained  for  second-hand  Hardy  rods,  and  a 
better  testimonial  the  firm  could  not  have  than 
that  an  angler  can  use  one  of  their  rods  many 
seasons  and  then  sell  it  for  nearly  or  quite  as 
much  as  it  cost  him. 


fine  athletic  condition  by  keeping  them  on  the  go, 
and  then  popped  them  into  the  vinegar  while  in  a 
wiry,  muscular  state  and  as  fit  as  fiddles.  Anyway, 
the  result  is  wonderful,  and  I  hope  Messrs.  Hardy 
may  be  able  to  put  this  Olympian  gut  on  the 
market  soon. 

The  New  Catalogue. 

Messrs.  Hardy's  new  catalogue  extends  to  over 
270  pages,  and  is  so  complete  and  useful,  so  sensibly 
arranged  and  well  illustrated,  that  it  is  well  worth 
binding  and  adding  to  one's  library  as  an  admirable 
proof  of  the  high  state  of  perfection  of  the  fishing- 
tackle  maker's  art  in  this  Coronation  year.    I  can 


swims  quite  as  well  as  on  a  double  hook,  and  we 
believe  that  by  using  it  a  fish  will  often  be  killed, 
where  with  the  ordinary  hooks  it  would  not." 

On  page  9.5. — The  "  Crown  "  Casts  for  salmon, 
mahseer,  sea-trout,  etc.  "  Made  of  the  very  thickest 
'  Royal '  gut  produced,  and  can  only  be  supplied 
in  very  limited  quantities." 

On  page  100. — Hardy's  New  "  Special  "  Salmon 
Trace.  "  This  trace  is  as  we  prefer  them  for  our 
own  use.  There  are  two  swivels,  then  a  plain 
piece  of  gut  about  twenty  inches  long,  at  the  end 
of  which  is  a  double  loop  catch  for  the  baits,  etc. 
Length,  one  and  a  quarter  yards  ;  made  in  varying 
thicknesses." 
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On  page  114.— Hardy's  "  Perfect  "  Reel.  The 
makers  claim  for  this  beautiful  reel  that  it  is 
"  totally  different  in  principle  and  construction 
from  any  other  regulating  check-reel."  The  object 
aimed  at  in  this  reel  and  successfully  attained  is  to 
avoid  any  undue  resistance  in  winding  in  and  yet 
to  be  able  to  put  a  check,  graduated  at  will,  on  a 
fish  taking  oft'  line.  In  an  ordinary  check  reel, 
even  where  the  check  can  be  regulated  and  made 
light  or  powerful,  the  action  is  the  same  when  you 
wind  in.  This,  of  course,  is  not  wanted,  for  the 
less  exertion  necessary  to  wind  in  a  fish  the  better 
In  the  "  Perfect "  reel,  no  matter  how  stiff  you 
make  it  for  the  fish  to  pull  against,  it  is  always 
easy  for  you  to  wind  up.  An  excellent  idea  admir 
ably  carried  out. 

On  page  142.— Hardy's  "  Bigg-Withee  "  Teol 
LING  Lead  for  trolling  on  lochs  and  sea  fishing. 
This  lead  was  designed  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Bigg- Wither,  of 
Burma.  The  arrangement  of  spiral  holders  at  the 
ends  permits  the  lead  to  be  placed  on  and  held  at 
any  part  of  the  line  or  trace.  When  a  fish  is  struck 
the  line  forces  itself  from  the  holder  A,  and  thus 
allows  the  lead  to  run  down  the  trace  until  stopped 
by  a  swivel  or  knot.  This  permits  the  angler  to 
wind  his  fish  up  to  the  net  or  gaff,  which  cannot 
be  done  when  the  lead  is  a  long  way  (sometimes 
five  yards)  from  the  bait,  often  a  most  successful 
method  when  fishing  deep  for  large  loch  or  sea  fish 
On  page  149.— The  Hardy  "  Oval  "  Wire 
Hooks.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration  this 
hook  is  made  from  oval  in  place  of  the  usual  round 
wire,  the  object  being  to  leave  more  substance  at  the 
neck  of  the  barb.  "  The  barb  neck  is  stronger,  as 
the  cutting  up  of  the  barb  leaves  a  greater  depth 
of  material  than  in  the  round,  consequently  much 
increasing  the  strength."  At  present  Messrs.  Hardy 
sell  these  hooks  only  with  flies  dressed  on  them. 

On  page  163.  —  Hardy's  Patent  "Ideal" 
Phantom.  "  Specially  designed  to  enable  long 
and  accurate  casts  to  be  made  with  ease."  The 
body  is  cork  with  a  core  of  lead,  thus  giving  weight 
necessary  for  long  casting  and  buoyancy  when  cast. 
An  ordinary  leaded  phantom  sinks  very  quickly  and 
fouls  weeds  or  rocks  and  cannot  be  spun  slowly, 
and  I  agree  with  Messrs.  Hardy  that  provided  it 
spins  well  the  more  slowly  a  bait  can  be  worked 
the  better.  It  is  another  of  the  firm's  good  ideas 
thoroughly  wqM  carried  out,  and  it  is  certain  to 
commend  itself  to  all  who  use  spinning  baits  for 
fish  of  any  kind. 

On  page  183.—  "  Nonagonal  "  and  "  Octagonal  " 
Built  Cane  Rods.  In  these  rods,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  illustrations,  the  ordinary  Hexagonal  or 
six  strips  are  increased  to  eight  and  nine,  the  result 
being  much  more  of  an  approach  to  the  circular 
form  when  the  strips  are  cemented  together — 
which,  in  theory  at  any  rate,  seems  to  be 
preferable. 

On  page  224.— Tee  "  Halford"  Salmon  Rod. 
This  grand  16ft.  6in.  rod  is  made  to  special  instruc- 
tions received  from  thai  most  practical  angler,  Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford.  "  The  construction  of  the  butt 
is  somewhat  peculiar,  whereby  lightness  is  gained 
without  loss  of  strength.  The  tops  and  middle 
are  unusually  powerful,  while  the  action  is  brought 
right  down  to  the  hand.  The  bindings  are  closer 
than  usual,  and  the  cork  covered  handle  has  a  coat 
of  polish  over  it.  The  rod  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  best  patterns  we  have  ever  turned  out." 

On  page  229. — The  "  Royal  "  Salmon  Rod 
(16ft.).  This  is  the  latest  development  of  Messrs. 
Hardy's  "Spey"  class  of  rods,  and  the  most 
powerful,  and  will  "  either  cast  overhand,  switch, 
or  half-switch  equally  well."  The  aim  has  been 
to  reduce  length  while  retaining  casting  power. 

On  page  236. — Hardy's  New  Reel-line  Guard. 
Designed  to  obviate  the  danger  of  the  line  getting 
round  the  back  part  of  the  reel.  It  is  made  of 
pig's-skin,  and  needs  no  description. 

On  page  276. — The  "Ever-Damp"  Cast  Podch. 
A  simple  and  handy  double  pouch  of  india-rubber 
(like  a  tobacco-pouch,  only  flat)  with  two  celluloid 
sheet  divisions  in  each  pouch.  The  casts  and 
points  are  simply  put  into  the  pouch  wet  when 
you  go  out,  and  they  keep  damp  the  whole  day.  I 
think  this  is  the  best  thing  of  the  kind  I  have 
seen. 

On  page  277. — The  "  Unique  "  Salmon  Fly 
Cabinet.  A  most  luxurious  affair,  fitted  with  ten 
salmon  fly  trays,  with  clips  to  hold  266  flies. 

On  page  281. — The  Rosewood  Pocket  Salmon 
Fly  Box.  A  beautifully  light  box,  carrying  forty 
flies,  double  or  single. 

On  pages  802  and  303. — Hardy's  Improved 


"  Farne  "  Sea  Reel  and  Hardy's  "  Ocean  "  Reel. 
These  first  rate  reels  have  already  been  noticed  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  when  they  first  came  out; 
they  have  been  still  further  improved, 
for,  like  the  Americans,  Messrs.  Hardy 
are  never  satisfied  with  a  thing  being 
good  if  they  can  by  any  means  make  it 
better,  and  this  is  the  secret  of  their 
great  success.  They  never  hesitate  to 
set  aside  old  models  or  tools  on  ac- 
count of  expense  if  they  stand  in  the 
way  of  improved  models,  and  the  fact 
that  gun  making  is  an  important  branch 
of  their  business,  its  origin  in  fact,  has 
unquestionably  given  them  an  immense 
advantage  in  manufacture  of  all  kinds 
of  metal  work  in  connection  with  fishing 
reels,  rods,  etc.,  and  the  tools  for  use  in 
the  same. 


flowers  have  three  white  petals,  and  grow  in  whorls 
on  stalks  which  rise  about  6in.  above  the  water. 
This  plant  sends  out  runners  ending  in  tuberous 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA." 

By  the  Eev.  Gregory  C.  Batbman, 
A.K.C. 


{Continued  from  page  387.) 
CHAPTER  Nl.~continued. 


Fig.  61.  Common  Arrow-head  (Sagittaeia  sagittifolia). 


The  Great  Water  Plantain  {Alisma  plantago) 
(Fig.  60)  is  a  very  good  weed  indeed  for  the  aquarium. 
Its  leaves  are  of  two  different  shapes  :  those  which 
grow  above  the  water  are  of  a  bright  green  colour, 
and  something  like  those  of  the  Common  Plantain, 
while  those  which  remain  entirely  under  water  are 
long  and  narrow.  The  lilac-coloured  flowers  grow 
on  long  three-sided  stalks,  which  rise  some  distance 
above  the  surface.  This  plant  is  more  or  less 
common  in  ponds  and  ditches  all  over  England. 


Fig.  60.  Gebat  Watee  Plantain  (Alisma 
plantago). 

It  can  easily  be  cultivated  in  the  aquarium,  where 
it  is  both  ornamental  and  useful.  There  are  very 
few  plants,  I  think,  which  so  soon  begin  to  grow 
after  having  been  introduced  in  the  tank.  Small 
plants  should  be  chosen  for  the  purpose  ;  such  can 
generally  be  found  growing  very  near  a  large  one. 
They  ought  to  be  taken  with  as  much  of  their 
native  soil  clinging  to  their  roots  as  possible,  and 
hen  planted  in  a  convenient-sized  pot  containing 
loam  and  gravel. 

The  Common  Arrow-head  {Sagittaria  sagitti- 
folia) (Fig.  61)  is  very  hardy,  and  will  grow  well  in 
the  aquarium.  The  arrow-head-shaped  leaves  of 
this  plant  will  easily  lead  to  its  recognition.  Its 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upoott  Gill. 


roots.  The  arrow-head  is  rather  common  in  lakesi^ 
ponds,  and  ditches,  and  is  often  found  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  Water  Plantain.  It  should  be  placed 
in  the  tank  according  to  the  directions  given  for 
the  setting  of  the  latter  plant. 

The  Branched  Bur-reed  {Sparganium  ramosuni) 
(Fig.  62)  is  ornamental  in  a  large  tank.  Its  fruit, 
which  resembles  burs,  and  its  long  wavy  leaves, 
cause  it  to  be  readily  recognised.    The  flowers 


Fig.  62.  Branched  Bge-eeed  (Sparganicm 
eamosum). 

grow  on  long,  branched  stalks,  which  sometimes 
rise  as  high  as  3ft.  above  the  water.  It  should  be 
planted  in  a  pot  containing  loam. 

The  Sweet  Flag  [Acer us  calamus)  (Fig.  63)  is  an 
interesting  plant,  and  may  be  grown  in  a  pot 


Fig. 


±  LAG  (AC0BC8  calamus). 


immersed  in  the  water  of  an  aquarium,  where  it 
will  be  ornamental.  It  is  something  like  a  large 
grass  or  sedge  in  its  habits,  but  it  may  be  easily 
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distinguished  by  its  curious  spadix,  which  is  2in. 
or  Sin.  long,  and  of  a  light  brown  colour.  The 
whole  plant  gives  out  a  very  pleasant  aromatic 
scent,  and  for  this  reason  it  was  frequently  used 
many  j^ears  ago  (and  is,  I  believe,  even  now  some- 
times) for  covering  the  floors  of  churches  and 
houses.  This  plant  is  common  in  Norfollc  and 
Suffolk. 

{To  be  continued.) 


"HOMELY  HINTS  ON  FOOD  AND 
COOKING."  * 


This  is  a  most  sensible  and  valuable  little  guide, 
not  only  how  to  cook  food,  but  also  to  aid  digestion 
and  prevent  indigestion.  It  contains  over  one 
hundred  and  fortj' simple,  economical,  and  practical 
recipes  from  the  best  English,  French,  and  American 
soiurces.  As  regards  the  question  of  cooking  fresh 
\yater  fish,  we  note  it  is  stated  that  "  fresh  water 
fish  often  has  a  muddy  flavour."  Most  of  our 
readers  will  with  regret  endorse  this  statement, 
and  many  of  them  may  be  glad  to  know  that  the 
muddy  flavour  may  be  got  rid  of  by  thoroughly 
washing  in  stromjlij  salted  water.  Put  fresh  fish 
into  boiling  water  and  remove  all  scum  from  the 
top  of  the  water  during  cooking. 

There  is  no  doubt  perch  and  tench,  if  properly 
cooked,  are  as  good  as  any  but  the  cream  of  the  sea 
fish,  and  yet  how  few  anglers  ever  eat  them. 
There  is  a  good  index  to  this  little  work,  and  there 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  benefit  to  health  and 
comfort  which  would  be  derived  by  following  its 
very  simple  instruction  and  eating  some  of  the 
good  foreign  dishes  as  a  change  from  the  much  too 
monotonous  daily  bill  of  fare  of  the  ordinary 
British  household.  "  Boston  Beans  "  have  a  great 
reputation  in  America,  but  an  English  cook  would 
be  quite  upset  if  asked  to  provide  a  dish. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  it  is  "a  crime  to 
swamp  a  delicately  fried  fillet  of  sole  with 
Worcester  or  Harvey  sauce  ;  far  better  add  a  little 
jilain  melted  butter  {no  flour)."  We  hope  this 
little  book  will  have  a  big  sale. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 


ReportA  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS 

Thames. — Genbbae  Remabks. — The  Thames  has 
been  much  improved  by  heavy  rain,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  trout  being  caught  during  the  week.  On 
Monday  (June  2)  I  saw  one  or  two  May  Flies  up  on 
the  river.  The  prospects  for  the  coarse  fishing  season 
are  good,  and  the  season  is  likely  to  open  on  Monday 
week  very  well.  Barbel  and  bream  have  already 
been  seen  moving,  and  though  the  spawning  season 
has  been  a  late  one,  mature  fish  seem  well  in  evidence. 
In  view  of  the  opening  of  the  season,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston,  has  just  issued  his  new 
catalogue,  which  contains  five  pages  of  information  as 
to  the  best  coarse  fishing  on  the  Thames  between 
Teddington  and  Hampton  Court. — P.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Teddington).— The  water  is  in  very  fine 

condition  for  the  opening  day,  and  the  barbel  are 
showing  up  well,  also  the  chub ;  there  are  also  two 
good  trout  still  in  the  lock  cutting. — W.  McBeide. 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  are  most  favour- 
able for  successful  trout  fishing.  The  Black  Gnat  is 
now  on  in  myriads,  and  fish  are  taking  it  readily. 
There  are  not  quite  so  many  Hawthorn  Flies,  but  the 
Alder  is  more  numerous.  A  few  light-winged  dotterel 
Hies  are  out  in  the  evenings.  The  Alder  is  best  made 
with  a  puce  coloured  body,  and  the  dotterels  with 
yellow  body  and  almost  any  feather  from  that  most 
useful  of  birds.  The  woodcock  top  of  wing  and 
orange  body  will  give  sport  nearly  all  the  season,  and 
the  Freckled  Dun — dark  moorcock  and  orange — is  also 
an  excellent  fly.  Pout  and  Yellow  is  also  a  good 
general  fly.  Anglers  cannot  go  wrong  with  any  of  the 
above. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Cornish  Streams.— Peal  fishing  has  been  poor  all 
round  lately,  the  water  being  too  clear.  In  the  Camel 
there  have  been  fair  catches  of  trout,  some  of  them  of 
good  size.  On  the  moorland  streams  the  Tab  Fly  is 
ill  evidence,  and  if  we  get  some  hot,  dry  weather  the 
Fern  Fly  will  put  in  an  appearance  before  the  end  of 
the  month.  Kennedy's  imitation  of  it  ought  to  do 
some  good  work.— Bodmin. 


*  "  Homely  Hints  on  Pood  and  Cooking,  Digestion 
and  Indigestion."  Leeds :  Alfred  Cooke,  and  all  book- 
sellers. 


Darenth,  Farningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.— 

The  heavy  rains  have  kept  the  river  from  becoming 
very  low;  it  has  been  more  or  less  coloured,  but 
generally  fishable.  The  trout  have  been  very  erratic 
in  their  movements,  feeding  freely  for  a  few  minutes 
and  then  refusing  or  missing  the  fly  for  hours.  I  got 
a  brace  of  sizeable  fish  between  5.15  and  5.30  the  other 
evening,  and  not  another  fish  would  fasten,  though 
many  rose;  I  did  not  wait  for  the  late  rise.  The 
successful  flies  were  the  Grey  Quill  Gnat  and  the 
Sedge.  The  May  Fly  did  not  appear  while  I  was  there, 
and  nothing  rose  at  an  artificial,  which  I  tried  over 
some  fish  which  had  missed  my  small  fly.  Prospects 
fair.— J.  P.  T. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Iiength). — During  the  last  ten  days  fair  sport  has 
been  enjoyed  by  the  few  anglers  staying  at  the  hotel. 
Amongst  other  visitors.  Dr.  Lathbury  got  twelve  brace, 
spread  equally  over  the  five  days  of  his  stay.  Mr. 
Robert  Jackson,  of  Cookham  Dean,  has  had  very  fair 
sport  since  the  weather  became  more  genial.  On 
Friday  and  Saturday  (May  30  and  31),  three  brace ; 
Monday  (June  2),  two  brace ;  Tuesday,  a  brace ; 
Wednesday,  two  and  a  half  brace.  Mr.  Evans,  on 
Monday,  got  two  brace.  We  are  now  anticipating  the 
May  Fly,  a  few  having  already  appeared.— Wm. 
Evans. 

I!sk  (Whitby). — Only  moderate  sport  has  been  had 
on  this  river  during  the  week.  The  prospects,  how- 
ever, at  the  time  of  writing,  are  much  improved,  rain 
having  fallen  heavily  within  the  last  few  days,  and 
this  has  had  the  effect  of  imparting  to  the  river  a  sub- 
stantial rise  of  water.  Should  the  weather  be  favour- 
able good  sport  may  be  anticipated  for  the  coming 
week. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  Cheriton  Otter 
Hounds  killed  an  otter  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  fine 
sport  was  experienced.  Last  week  some  nice  trout 
were  taken  in  the  Exe  and  Greedy,  the  best  flies  proving 
Alder,  Blue  Upright,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Palmers.  A 
very  fine  pike  of  over  251b.  was  taken  in  the  Great 
Western  Canal  near  Tiverton  (Devon)  by  a  Mr.  Davey, 
and  it  was  on  show  at  a  penny  per  visitor;  a  large 
gold  piece  was  realised  which  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Tiverton  Hospital.  Weather  now  fine,  but  water  still 
too  clear  to  anticipate  good  sport. — Red  Palmee. 

Feu  District  (South  Iiinca.  and  Cambs.) — 
It  is  astonishing  what  a  change  has  come  over  the 
prospects  of  the  fly  fisher.  Insect  life  appears  to 
have  burst  out  all  at  once,  and  flies  are  on  every 
water,  even  the  Green  Drakes,  in  some  places,  are 
reported,  and  the  fish  are  evidently  ready  for 
them.  Anglers  are  comparatively  scarce,  but  there 
are  a  few  very  decent  captures  reported.  Anglers  of 
this  district  have  had  quite  a  diversion  caused  by  the 
visit  of  the  Bucks  Otter  Hounds.  They  have  shown 
some  good  sport  on  the  Gwash,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Stamford.  More  otters  were  found  than  was 
thought  to  exist. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Since  my  last 
report  fishing  has  been  remarkably  good  and  fish  in 
excellent  condition.  The  best  baskets  for  the  fort- 
night have  been  made  by  Captain  Garnett  and  His 
Honour  Judge  Fox.  Captain  Garnett  creeled  in 
eighteen  days  three  hundred  and  eighteen  trout  weigh- 
ing 1921b.  15oz.  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  was  less  successful, 
but  had  several  good  baskets.  His  Honour  Judge 
Short  and  Mr.  Wigglewortb,  best  baskets  seven  and 
eight  trout,  Mr.  Townshend,  twelve,  Mr.  Davieson, 
eight,  Mr.  Terrell,  K.C.,  nine,  Mr.  Talconer,  fourteen, 
Messrs.  Hockley  and  Day,  twelve  and  fifteen,  Mr. 
Dudley,  fourteen.  This  season  has  been  the  best 
fishing  season  since  the  commencement  of  the  fishing 
on  these  waters. — Longdbift. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Dace  in  the  Lea  will 
come  in  season  on  June  16,  the  opening  day  for 
general  angling,  but  in  this  river  the  roach,  bream, 
etc.,  are  not  allowed  to  be  taken  until  July  1.  The 
Stort  reopens  for  coarse  fishing  on  June  16.  There 
are  some  large  dace  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Lea, 
and  doubtless,  now  the  river  is  nice  and  fresh,  a 
good  number  will  be  got  with  the  caddis  and  fly  when 
the  season  opens.  The  rain  has  come  at  a  very  suitable 
time,  for  the  new  water  in  the  river  will  help  to  in- 
vigorate the  fish  after  their  spawning  operations.  A 
few  eels  have  been  caught  lately,  but  they  have  not 
been  running  as  freely  as  was  anticipated.  Scarcely 
any  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  main  river,  but 
some  more  nice  fish  have  been  landed  in  the  Beane, 
one  weighing  31b. ;  it  was  secured  in  the  Hertford 
district.  The  May  Fly  is  late  this  season  ;  week-end 
anglers  were  not  treated  to  a  rise,  and  on  Wednesday 
the  fly  was  not  reported  "  up."  Rivers  are  running 
in  order  for  fly  fishing. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eiugsland).— 
Heavy  rains  at  the  close  of  last  week  caused  a  rise  of 
some  six  or  eight  inches  of  muddy  water,  now  cleared 
off,  leaving  the  rivers  in  splendid  condition  for  the 
May  Fly,  which  has  only  appeared  very  sparsely  since 
it  first  showed  on  Thursday  (May  29),  till  Wednesday 
(June  4)  when  a  good  many  naturals  were  to  be 
seen,  and  the  trout  commenced  feeding  on  them. 
All  appearances  are  favourable  to  a  good  season. 
The  Alder  and  Yellow  Dun  are  also  out  thickly,  these, 


with  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  Stone  Ply 
by  day,  and  Spinners,  Brown  Owl,  Female  Yellow 
D  un,  Coachman,  and  Caddis  for  evening,  should  be  best 
to  select  from.  Minnow  fishing  should  now  be  good. 
Glass  is  moderately  high  and  steady,  wind  S.  and  W., 
conditions  that  give  promise  of  good  sport  in  the  near 
future.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  stained,  and  are  higher 
than  usual  owing  to  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather 
on  June  1,  when  it  rained  all  day,  and  the  water  soon 
rose  and  changed  colour.  The  weather  has  been  warm 
and  fine  since,  and  the  rivers  have  gone  down  quickly 
and  should  be  in  splendid  order  by  Saturday  for  fly 
fishing.  The  May  Fly  has  begun  to  show  itself,  but 
little  has  been  done  with  it  yet,  the  water  being  too 
coloured  and  the  fish  are  not  rising  at  them  yet,  but 
should  be  by  the  end  of  the  week. — Gwynnb. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— There  was  a  good 
downpour  of  rain  on  June  1,  and  the  river  has 
been  very  much  improved  by  it ;  although  the  hopes 
raised  by  the  arrival  of  the  freshet  have  not  been 
altogether  realised.  There  seems  to  be  little  or  no 
rise  just  now  in  the  forenoon,  but  at  about  2  p.m.  fish 
begin  to  move  a  little  at  midges.  Monday,  June  2,  a 
rod  fishing  below  Ottery  got  one  and  half  brace  on  the 
Red  Quill,  and  another  rod  lower  down  the  stream 
took  some  good  fish.  There  is  a  decided  rise  now  in 
the  evening  which  usually  commences  at  8  p.m. — 
Heeon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — We  have  every  pros- 
pect of  a  good  opening  to  the  season  here,  as  up  to 
now  the  weeds  have  not  shown  themselves  at  all. 
Fish  are  here  in  great  quantities ;  two  or  three  good 
trout  have  shown  themselves  in  the  pool,  but  no  one 
has  tried  after  them  yet. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  very  low  and  want  rain 
very  bad.  I  was  on  the  Meavy  on  Tuesday,  but  there 
was  scarcely  any  water,  and  none  coming  over  the  Dam 
at  Burrator.  There  are  a  lot  of  peal  in  the  Tavy,  in  the 
Lower  Dukes  Pool,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  being 
taken  this  week.  Some  fair-sized  trout  on  the  Dart 
and  Cad,  also  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tavy.  Let 
us  hope  for  a  better  report  next  week. — William 
Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech). — Some  severe  thunderstorms  visited  parts  of 
this  neighbourhood  a  few  days  ago  and  were 
accompanied  by  heavy  showers  of  rain,  which  have 
freshened  up  all  these  rivers,  the  water  in  them  being  at 
present  in  excellent  condition  for  the  fly.  As  the 
weather  continues  most  favourable  for  the  sport,  with 
every  prospect  of  keeping  settled,  there  is  now  every 
indication  of  anglers  having  a  good  time  of  it,  and  for 
which  they  have  been  waiting  so  long,  but  as  yet, 
although  fair  success  is  being  had  as  a  rule,  no  record 
catches  have  been  made,  the  best  sport  being  enjoyed 
in  the  smaller  tributaries  of  these  rivers,  especially 
those  flowing  into  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — With 
weather  more  favourable  trout  fishing  has  improved 
during  the  week.  The  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  and 
Adur  have  yielded  several  brace  of  trout,  taken  princi- 
pally by  worm  fishing.  The  perch  in  some  of  the 
Ouse  streams  are  a  nuisance,  and  in  the  interest 
of  trouting  should  be  disposed  of.  Fly  has  been 
tried  on  some  waters  with  but  indifferent  success. 
Rivers  are  in  good  condition,  and  prospects  for  the 
opening  season  are  at  present  good.  A  few  bass  are  in 
the  harbours  and  on  the  coast.  Pish  up  to  61b.  have 
been  taken  from  the  East  Sussex  coast  by  shore  fishing ; 
smelt  are  giving  sport  in  the  harbours,  thirteen  dozen 
being  taken  with  rag  worm  on  paternoster  at  Chichester 
harbour  recently. — Geoegb  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — Since  June  1  the  weather  has 
been  fine  and  warm,  and  the  river  is  now  getting  down 
again  and  clearing  nicely.  Fly  fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill  this  week.  Worm  fishing  has  been  most 
successful,  the  trout  being  well  on  the  feed  and  large 
dishes  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The  May  Fly  has 
begun  to  show  itself  on  all  the  rivers,  and  we  may 
expect  them  to  be  well  on  by  to-day  (Saturday). 
Little  has  been  done  with  them  yet  owing'to  the  colour 
of  the  water.  On  Saturday  (May  31)  an  angler  with 
the  worm  landed  seven  trout  scaling  close  on  lib.  each. 
Fishing  on  Monday  (J une  2)  three  trout  scaling  31b. 
and  two  fib.  each  were  taken  from  the  Teme. — S. 
Ludlow. 

■         (Tenbury). — The  Teme   in  this  part  was 

running  clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  June  1,  when 
there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  accompanied  by 
thunder,  nearly  all  day,  which  caused  the  river  to 
rise  and  become  muddy,  and  quite  put  a  stop  to  fly 
fishing  for  this  week.  Since  then  the  weather  has 
changed  fine,  and  the  water  is  now  going  down  and 
clearing,  and  should  be  in  capital  order  for  fly  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  Bottom  fishers  have  taken  some 
nice  trout  with  worm.  May  Ply  has  begun  to  come 
up,  but  the  water  has  been  too  thick  for  any  good  to 
be  done  with  it  yet.  Prospects  for  sport  good  next 
week. — Woecesteb. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Some  very  fair  sport  is  reported  from  the  waters 
running  into  the  Witham.    The  search  after  flies  is 
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now  said  to  be  quite  active  after  the  sun  has  gone 
down  on  the  warm  days.  There  are  plenty 
of  live  insects  now  in  the  woodland  districts,  and 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Bain  and  its 
tributary  waters  on  the  Wold  there  are  good 
reports.  One  angler  is  reported  to  have  got  five  brace 
in  one  afternoon  somewhere  not  far  from  Horncastle. 
We  do  not  hear  much  respecting  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  but  the  Great  Northern  and  the 
Great  Eastern  have  each  announced  trips  to  places 
which  include  well-known  fishing  localities. — Ldci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom  fishing 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  obtained,  mostly  by  bottom 
fishing.  Mr.  A.  Taylor  fishing  in  the  Derwent,  Mat- 
lock Dale,  landed  a  splendid  Loch  Leven  trout,  its 
weight  being  nearly  41b.,  length,  19  inches,  girth,  11 
inches,  in  very  good  condition,  using  ant's  eggs  for 
bait,  caught  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  28.  On  June 
2,  Mr.  G.  Caton,  fishing  near  Matlock  Bridge  took 
three  trout,  one  41b.  6oz.,  the  other  two  IJlb. 
each.  The  Wye  has  been  fairly  well  patronised, 
but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  secured.  The  Darley- 
dale  portion  of  the  Derwent  has  yielded  a  few  trout 
but  no  heavy  creels  hfive  been  obtained.  The  May  Fly 
is  coming  on,  some  days  more  than  others.  The  water 
has  been  discoloured  at  times  after  rain,  which  appears 
to  keep  them  back.  The  prospect  is  very  good  just 
now,  and  there  ought  to  be  good  sport  during  the 
coming  week  with  May  Fly.  Useful  flies,  Yellow 
Dun,  dotterel  hackle,  little  Dark  Spinner,  yellow  May 
dun.  Orange  Bumble,  and  red  caterpillar. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — Anglers  who  know  how  to  fish  the  larva 
of  the  Stone  Fly  have  had  good  sport,  for  the  creeper 
has  been  well  on,  and  as  I  write  (Wednesday,  June  4)  the 
Stone  Fly  is  nicely  hatching  out.  I  found  plenty  of  both 
male  and  female  flies  this  evening,  and  I  shall  fish  it 
to-morrow ;  it  will  be  on  in  force  by  the  end  of  the  week, 
and  will  be  the  lure  par  excellence  during  the  next  ten 
days.  In  hunting  for  May  Flies,  as  the  Stone  Fly  is 
called  by  the  local  anglers,  I  found  the  Yellow  Sally — ■ 
this  always  precedes  the  Green  Drake.  A  few 
specimens  of  the  latter  fly  have  been  picked 
up,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the  present  warm, 
showery  weather,  we  shall  find  the  May  Fly  on  in 
quantity  next  week.  I  stock  all  the  well-known 
favourite  patterns  of  this  fly,  but  in  answer  to  a  corre- 
spondent, the  following  is  the  dressing  of  the  one  I 
like  best,  viz. :  Body,  wheat  strawn  ribbed  with  dark 
red  silk,  some  prefer  gold  ribbing ;  legs  from  light 
partridge;  whisks  from  the  dark  partridge;  wings 
from  a  mallard  (light)  slightly  stained  a  yellow-green  ; 
head,  peacock  herl ;  hook  about  No.  4  sneck  bend, 
Kendal  scale.  Yoredale  anglers  have  had  fine  sport 
during  the  week,  all  the  way  from  Masham  up  to 
Hawes.  At  Aysgarth  those  well-known  Wensleydale 
piscators,  Mr.  John  Willis  and  Mr.  W.  Kilburn  have 
caught  good  fish  and  plenty  of  them  daily. 
In  spinning  the  minnow  on  Ariel  tackle  the  other  day 
I  hooked  and  landed  an  eel  of  Jib.,  but  Cayley,  the 
Middleham  jockey,  goes  one  more  than  that  yesterday, 
actually  hooking  and  landing  two  trout  in  one  cast 
with  one  minnow.  He  has  been  catching  from  seven 
to  nine  brace  of  grand  trout  daily.  On  Monday  (June  2) 
I  had  sixteen,  Tuesday  (June  3)  seventeen,  and  to-day 
(June  4)  nineteen  fish  of  |lb.  each  on  the  average.  Very 
satisfactory  reports  come  to  hand  from  Kilnsey,  Bolton 
Woods,  IlUey,  and  other  favourite  Wharf edale  resorts. 
The  Nidd  has  fished  better  during  the  past  few  days 
than  it  has  done  for  some  time.  When  fishing  up 
Coverdale  on  Tuesday,  I  met  a  well-known  angler  and 
riparian  owner,  and  he  told  me  he  and  others  were 
having  good  sport  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon 
and  natural  minnow,  and  on  Monday  an  angler 
brought  to  the  Depot  a  beautiful  trout  of  31b.,  or 
close  on  it,  for  preservation.  Some  good  baskets  were 
made  on  the  Eye  on  Monday,  one  angler  getting  sixteen 
brace  of  trout  with  the  minnow,  and  some  fine  fish 
have  been  since  caught.  Prospects  for  next  week  are 
Al ;  the  Stone  Fly  and  the  Green  Drake  will  be  the 
best  lures.  Next  to  them  the  Orange  Partridge, 
Spider  Fly,  Blue  Partridge,  Poult  Bloa,  Stone  Midge, 
Brown  Owl,  and  the  Dark  Watchet  are  a  good 
selection  ;  the  latter  fly,  the  hackled  pattern  of  the 
Iron  Blue  Dun  if  dressed  from  a  Merlin  Hawk  is  a 
rare  killer  on  cold,  dull  days. — John  E.  Mllleb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— A  number  of  good  baskets  have  been  made  on 
neighbouring  lochs.  On  May  .30  Messrs.  Winn  and 
Gandy,  Penrith,  on  Loch  Urigill,  caught  thirty  trout, 
12^1b. ;  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen 
trout,  6Jlb. ;  and  Captain  Hotham,  along  with  Com- 
mander Hotham,  eighteen  trout,  ejlb.  Weather  has 
been  very  severe,  but  improved  middle  of  this  week. 
— B. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (via  Thurso,  N.B.)— 

Good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  mountain  lochs  and 
tidal  waters.    Tne  following  individual  baskets  were 


secured  in  the  course  of  the  week  :— Mr.  Mackay  on 
Loch  Arinacraig  twenty-two  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Mackay, 
Kulile,  on  tidal  waters,  fourteen  trout,  161b.,  heaviest 
2Jlb.  Mr.  Sinclair  made  a  basket  of  141b.  sea  trout, 
and  Mr.  Gordon  Stuart  one  of  71b.  Net  fishings  im- 
proving.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  glorious  news  of 
peace  which  has  set  all  our  hearts  alunt  came  almost 
simultaneously  with  the  warm  weather  which  has  now 
set  in  throughout  the  valleys  of  Esk  and  Liddle.  Mr. 
Douglas,  of  Langholm,  writes  as  follows  :  "  Along  with 
the  proclamation  of  peace  has  come  glorious  warm 
weather,  and  strange  to  say  that  the  two  days  previous 
to  the  declaration  of  peace  were  the  coldest  of  the  winter. 
Immediately  peace  was  announced  the  wind  shifted 
from  its  prolonged  stay  among  the  icebergs  to  the 
tropics."  In  Langholm  water  the  following  catches 
have  been  made  :  Mr.  McMillan,  two  sea  trout  IJlb. 
and  If  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Barnfather,  one  sea  trout,  lib. ;  Mr. 
Wm.  Jackson,  one  sea  trout,  L^lb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Mac- 
millan,  two  dozen  yellow  trout.  Other  anglers  have 
also  had  good  catches  of  yellow  trout  which  are  now  in 
fine  condition.  In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  several 
local  anglers  have  creeled  good  hauls  of  burn  trout, 
and  a  few  sea  trout  are  being  got  between  Gilnockie 
Tower  and  the  Double  water.  The  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools  are  yielding  fair  returns  both  of  sea 
and  yellow  trout,  and  the  last  week's  hauls  in  the 
Solway  show  a  marked  improvement ;  salmon  are 
yet  very  shy  between  Longtown  and  the  Metal 
Bridge,  although  some  big  fish  have  been 
seen  in  the  Boost  and  Lynfoot  pools.  Fishing  in 
the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  thirty  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches,  close  to  the  village  of 
Copshaw  Holm,  and  Dr.  Murray  had  a  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  same  water,  weighing  61b.,  while 
other  anglers  have  been  fairly  successful.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle  an  cdd  sea-trout  or 
two  have  been  caught  by  Messrs.  Graham  and 
Armstrong,  and  yellow  trout  are  now  fairly 
plentiful  between  Kershopefoot  and  Liddle  Moat. — 
Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — On  the 

lower  waters  sport  has  been  poor,  but  on  Amat  waters 
Mr.  Henderson,  head  keeper,  on  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers' 
rod,  landed  several  nice  salmon,  and  so  did  Mr.  Robert 
Munro,  Glencalvie,  on  Mr.  Dyson  Perrin's  rod.  The 
weather  this  week  has  much  improved,  and  good  sport 
with  the  rod  is  looked  for.  The  net  fishings  on  Kyle 
of  Sutherland  and  Dornoch  Firth  are  below  the 
average  in  productiveness. — B. 

Deyerou  (Banffshire).— This  river,  which  has 
been  in  fine  fishing  ply  for  some  time,  is  now  some- 
what discoloured  by  the  heavy  rainfall  in  the  beginning 
of  the  week.  Towards  the  close  of  last  week  it  was 
quite  stormy,  and  the  rough  sea  on  the  coast  did  more 
or  less  damage  to  the  bag  nets  at  the  several  stations. 
Angling  prospects  are  favourable,  should  the  weather 
become  more  reasonable.  Fish  are  drawing  to  the 
coast,  and,  although  checked  by  the  recent  severe 
weather,  more  are  entering  the  river.  On  the  Huntly 
water,  on  May  30,  Mr.  Barclay  killed  a  salmon  of 
81b. ;  on  May  31,  Mr.  Davidson  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b. 
respectively,  and  on  the  June  2  Mr.  Clark  had  a 
fine  fish  of  111b.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  are  also 
being  got,  principally  on  the  middle  and  upper  sections. 
The  net  fishings  on  the  river  and  coast  district  for 
the  past  week  were  not  so  productive  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  The  few  salmon  and 
grilse  taken  from  the  river  were  of  superior  quality, 
grilse  being  rather  heavier  than  those  got  last  year. 
They  are  also  a  good  deal  earlier,  the  first  taken  by 
the  net  the  previous  season  being  on  June  6.  On 
the  coast  it  was  Tuesday  before  the  nets  were  in 
working  order,  and  consequently  the  yield  is  small  for 
the  present  week.  Up  to  the  middle  of  the  week  only 
one  box  from  the  Deveron  fishing,  and  another  from 
the  coast  fishing  at  Gardenstown,  have  been  sent 
south.— H.  W. 

Isla  and  Tributaries  (Perth).  —  So  far  the 
angling  season  has  been  a  comparative  failure.  All 
through  May  the  weather  was  quite  wintry,  snow 
falling  almost  daily  and  gales  being  frequent,  the  gale 
of  May  31  being  the  severest  since  the  beginning  of 
winter.  The  vile  weather  has  kept  all  but  a  few  from 
the  streams  and  lochs.  On  some  days  boating  was 
quite  out  of  the  question,  and  the  wind  too  strong  for 
the  fly  resting  on  the  water.  An  improvement  has 
come  with  June.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the 
Forfarshire  Esks. — Iasgaib. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — For  several  days  during 
the  past  week  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  south-west  kept 
the  boats  from  going  out,  and  the  weather  has  since 
been  too  unsettled  for  making  good  baskets.  On 
Tuesday  there  was  a  fine  rise  of  heavy  fish  on,  but 
most  of  the  anglers  could  not  get  them  to  take. 

J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep(5t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


A  number,  however,  had  well  filled  creels  with 
the  fly,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Vaughan  and  Mr. 
Pumphrey,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  fifteen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Dunsmure  and  Mr.  Thomson,  Callander,  sevetiteen 
trout,  101b.  4oz.  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie  and  Mr.  G.  P. 
Galloway,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  1.51b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Slater,  Newark,  eight  trout,  91b.  8oz. ;  Major  Reid 
eleven  trout,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  Woodruff,  of  Gresham  A.  S., 
London,  and.,  Mr.  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
London,  seven  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ghas.  G.  Ross, 
Glasgow,  ten  trout,  91b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird, 
London,  eleven  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Lyle,  Edinburgh, 
ten  trout,  91b.';  Mr.  Dunbar  fifteen  trout,  131b. 
Last  month  there  were  landed  2.590  trout  which 
weighed  25581b. [8oz.,  compared  with  5285  of  .37.501b. 
8oz.  in  May  last  year.  This  considerable  decrease 
compared  with  last  year  is  accounted  for  entirely  from 
the  very  trying  and  unfavourable  weather.  Though 
barely  half  the  number  of  trout  have  been  killed,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  weight  last  month  was 
the  best  for  fifteen- years. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Buthven.— Fishing  from  Flechity  Hotel, 
Daviot,  on  May  26  (part  of  day  only),  Messrs.  Croall 
and  Prain,  seventeen  trout,  6fl'b.,  Mr.  J.  F.  Cathcart 
twenty-four  trout,  81b.  May  29,  Mr.  J.  P.  Cathcart, 
fourteen  trout,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Croall  and  Prain,  seventy- 
one  trout,  271b.  May  30  (part  of  day  only),  Mr.  J.  F. 
Cathcart,  fifteen  trout,  GJlb.,  Messrs.  Croall  and 
Prain,  thirty-six  trout,  141b.  May  27,  2S,  and  31  too 
stormy  for  fishing.— J.  Graham  &  Co. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  Kr.B.).— Despite 
boisterous  weather,  the  following  sport  has  been  got  • 
On  May  26,  Mr.  Corbet,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  two 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1,  and  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  Lodge 
one  on'No.  5.  On  May  27,  Mr.  Gil],  Syre  Lodge,  landed 
three  salmon-on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Corbet  two  on  No.  3. 
On  May:  28  Dr.  Turner  had  two  on  No.  1,  and  Mr  Gill 
one  on  No.  2.  On  May  29  Colonel  Fryer,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  grassed  four  salmon  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Corbet 
one  on  No.  6.  On  May  30  Colonel  Fryer  got  two  on 
No.  1,  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
two  on  No.  2.  On  May  31  the  last-named  had  two 
salmonion  No.'l,  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes  three  on 
No.  2.— B. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Notwithstanding  adverse  weather  the  following  fair 
baskets  have  been  made:— On  May  29  Colonel  Sharp, 
Carlisle,  on  Top  Shin  beat,  landed  fifteen  trout,  61b.  • 
and  I  on  May;  30,  eleven,  5  Jib.  On  May  31,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Biokersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Top  Shin,  had 
twenty-five  trout,  lljlb.  On  June  2,  Colonel  Sharp, 
on  Top  Shin,  seven  trout,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bickersteth,  on  Mid  Shin,  twenty-two  trout,  four  of 
which  weighed!  lib.  each,  and  the  whole  lUlb.  an 
average  of  over  Jib.  over  all. — B.  ' 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  IT.B.).— Sir  John 
D.  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  Greedy  Park,  Crediton, 
Devonshire,  has  had  the  following  excellent  sport  :— 
On  May  26  one  salmon  101b.  ;  on  May  27,  a  61b.  grilse 
and  a  salmon  of  121b.  ;  on  May  28,  two  salmon,'lllb. 
and  131b. ;  on  May  29,  salmon  of  111b.,  141b.,  121b., 
131b. ,  131b, ,  151b.  and  81b.  ;  on  May  30,  a  9-pounder,  and 
on  May  31,  three  weighing  111b.,  121b.,  and  151b.  Total 
for  the  week  sixteen  salmon,  1781b.  and  one  grilse  61b. 
— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  rivers  since  last  week.  All  the 
rivers  are  running  at  their  summer  level,  and  the 
most  of  them  are  practically  unfishable  with  the 
clear  water  worm.  The  fly  fished  late  at  night  has 
accounted  for  a  number  of  nice  yellow  trout,  but  the 
more  killing  lure  has  been  the  creeper  bait. 
Pishmg  in  the  Wamphray  water  of  the  Annan 
on  Friday  (May  30),  Mr.  John  Rae  had 
a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  a  creeper,  and  Mr. 
W.  Thorburn  had  a  smaller  basket  in  the  Wamphray 
v?ater  on  the  same  day ;  Mr.  Tom  Rouse  killed  a  fair 
sized  trout  in  the  Brewery  water  on  Tuesday  (June  3) 
with  fly,  and  a  sea  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken  last  week 
end  with  the  night  fly.  Sea  trout  are  making  a  better 
show  m  the  Firth,  though  there  is  a  marked  lesser 
number  than  at  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
Angling  has  been  of  little  interest  in  the  Moffat 
stretches.  In  the  Cairn  and  Cluden  of  the  Dumfries 
Nith,  some  nice  catches  have  been  made  by  fishing 
after  dark  with  the  night  fly.  Not  much  is,  however, 
doing  at  present  in  the  main  river  near  Thornhill  and 
at  Sanquhar.  There  is  a  better  show  of  sea  trout  in 
the  [Nith  than  in  any  of  the  Solway  rivers,  though 
they  are  not  rising  well  on  account  of  a  low  state  of  the 
streams.  In  the  Galloway  rivers  not  much  is  doing. 
The  Cree  of  Creetown  is  extremely  low  and  clear,  yet 
there  is  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the  private  reaches. 
In  the  Ayrshire  rivers  the  sport  is  of  a  poor  description, 
but  some  nice  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  Loch 
Doon.  Mr.  Macdonald  had  a  nice  basket  on  Saturday 
of  thirty  yellow  trout  with  fly,  and  other  rods  have 
had  fairly  good  sport.  Visitors  to  Loch  Doon  should 
have  nice  baskets  this 'month  and  Mr.  i  Macdonald  will 
be  pleased  to  give  practical  advice  to  those  going  to 
Loch  Doon,-where  the  fishing  is  free.  Sporti  is  at 
present  very  quiet  on  the  district  rivers  which  are  too 
low. — Heathbbbell. 
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MALCOM  &  CO 

(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C.) 
Inventors  of  the  "FEATHERWEIGHT"  and  "TANNED 

ANGOLA"  WADERS. 


ANYWEATHER" 
HAT, 

6s.  6d. 


"ANYWEATHER" 
HAT, 

6s.  6d. 


18/e  &  ax/- 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


40/- 


3xr  E  T  s. 

HENRY  H.  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  UNCS. 


Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 


Drag  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets. 
Flue  Nets. 


Casting-  Nets.       Keep  Nets. 
Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets. 

Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.  .,„v^. 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


Rabbit  Nets. 
Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


ANGLO  NORWEGIANJISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:   Col.  W.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 


Sir  J.  fleatheoat  Amory,  Bart. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Bailward. 

Mr.  Reginald  Corbet,  Junr. 

Mr.  F.  Dugdale. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Fison,  M.P. 


COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Fry. 

Mr.  0.  Heywood  Jones. 

ilr.  R.  H.  Venables  Kyrke. 

Mr.  F.  Pigou. 

Hon.  H.  Portman. 


Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P. 
Mr.  R.  Waldo  .Sibthorpe. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Simonds. 
Mr.  E.  Sturdy. 


PORCELAIN 

ROD  RINGS. 

Anglers  may  now  obtain  the  genuine 
Porcelain  Rings,  as  recently  described  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  from 

F.  mr.  DALE, 

Anglers'  Depot, 
HANLEY,  STAFFORDSHIRE. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addi'essed  envelope  and  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free, 

7  doz.   of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  mi^'iiiflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application, 
JOHN  WHITE, 
FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh,lreland' 


Sir  J.  Heathcoat  Amory,  Bart. 
Mr.  \V.  E.  Archer. 
Mr.  James  Arrowsmith. 
The  Earl  of  Aylesford. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Bailward. 
Admiral  Sir  John  Baird,  K.C.B. 
Captain  Banbury. 
Mr.  T.  Bate. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Beart. 
Mr.  George  Beck. 
Major  Beech. 
Mr.  Frank  Bibby. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Bishop. 
Lord  Brassey. 
Jr.  E.  J.  Brook. 
Col.  W.  E.  Brymer,  M.P. 
Mr.  Edmund  Byron. 
Mr.  Archibald  Campbell. 
Mr.  G.  Campbell. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Campbell. 
Col.  J.  Cavendish. 
Major  Chadwick. 
Mr.  Henry  Charrington. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Christy. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Cobbold. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Cockburn. 
Mr.  N.  C.  Cockbiurn. 
Mr.  R.  T.  Poole  Collyns. 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Corbett 
Mr.  R.  Corbet,  Junr. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Coulthurst. 
Mr.  R.  L.  Crankshaw. 
Major  Cumberland. 
Mr.  Walter  Cunliffe. 
The  Earl  of  Dartrey. 
Col.  W.    Bromley  Davenport, 
Col  Cliarles  Dixon.  [D.S.O.,M.P. 
Mr.  Tatton  Dixon. 
The  Earl  of  Ducie. 
Mr.  Frank  Dugdale. 
Major  H.  C.  Dugdale. 
Mr.  Frank  Dunsford. 
CoL  Rowland  Egerton. 
Mr.  George  Esson. 
Mr.  Thomas  S.  Esson. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Fison,  M.P. 


PRESENT  LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 

Sir  Wm.  Ffolkes,  Bart. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Fry. 
Mr.  Stephen  Payne  Gallvvay. 
Mr.  John  G.  Gandy. 
Mr.  Agg  Gardner. 
Rev.  Frank  H.  Gooch. 
Sir  Lionel  Smith  Gordon,  Bart. 
Mr.  E.  F.  R.  Gould. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Gould. 
Mr.  Douglas  Graham. 
Capt.  Hon.  A.  GrevUle. 
Hon.  Louis  Greville. 
Major  R.  Hallowes. 
Mr.  E.  A.  Hambro. 
Mr.  Henry  Hambro. 
Admiral  R.  H.  Hamoud. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Haviland. 
Mr.  H.  Clarke  Hawkshaw. 
Col.  W.  S.  Hebbert. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Hughes. 
Major  J.  S.  Hunter. 
Mr.  W.  O.  Bell  Irving. 
Mr.  G.  E.  Jarvis. 
Mr.  0.  Heywood  Jones. 
Mr.  Wm.  Joynson. 
Mr.  H.  Seton  Karr,  M.P. 
Col.  F.  W.  Kennedy. 
AdmiralSirWm.Kennedy,K.C.B 
Lord  Kenyon. 
Lord  Kesteven. 
Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke. 
Mr.  R.  H  Venables  Kyrke. 
Hon.  F.  C.  Lascelles. 
Mr.  T.  0.  Lazenby. 
Mr.  P.  L.  Mason. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Menzies. 
Mr.  W.  Steuart  Menzies. 
Capt.  Hon.  H.  Molyneux. 
Col.  Hon.  G.  C.  Napier. 
Mr.  Hugh  Nevill. 
Col.  A.  C.  Newland. 
Lord  Newton. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Oakley. 
Lord  Berkeley  Paget. 
Mr.  H.  Parsons. 


Col.  Percy. 
Mr.  E.  Lort  Phillips. 
Mr.  F.  Pigou. 
Hon.  E.  W.  B.  Portman. 
Hon.  H.  Portman. 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Bart. 
Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P. 
Air.  F.  Pym. 

Col.  C.  Birch  Reynardson. 
Mr.  L.  K.  Rice. 
Col.  H.  Douglas  Rooke. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Smith  Ryland. 
Mr.    Montagu    R,  Waldo 

Sibthorpe. 
Mr.  Coningsby  C.  Sibthorpe. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Simonds. 
Mr.  L.  de  L.  Simonds. 
Mr.  Sebastian  Snow. 
Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Stanford. 
Mr.  Frank  N.  Streatfeild. 
Mr.  E.  Sturdy. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Sutton. 
Mr.  Tatham  Swainson. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Taylor. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas. 
Captain  Harry  Townshend. 
Lord  Herbert  Vane-Tempest. 
Major  P.  J.  Waldron. 
Mr.  A.  Barclay  Walker. 
Sir  Peter  Walker,  Bart. 
Captain  F.  Wallace. 
Hon.  John  Ward. 
Mr.  Wm.  Hy.  Warner. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick. 
Mr.  D.  Watney. 
Mr.  Evelyn  M.  Wheatley. 
Mr.  R.  Wheen. 
Mr.  R.  Brooman  White. 
Col.  F.  Whitmore. 
Sir  John  Willoughby,  Bart. 
Mr  H.  O.  Wills. 
Mr.  J.  Henry  Wills. 
Mr.  W.  Wise. 
Mr.  Andrew  Wood. 
Lord  Wolverton. 
Mr.  Percy  Wormald. 


SALMON  FLIES. 


Mr.  Hugh  Peel.  .    

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  members 
in  everything  affecting  their  interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private 
Agency  for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members. 

.u  ""embers  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers, 

the  Association  will  be  in  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in 
Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information.  For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


REAL  IMPROVEMENTS  in  FISHING  TACEE. 

MORRISS'  PATENT  INVISIBLE  HOOKS. 


May  Flies  on  these  Hooks  are  Perfection. 


Sample 
on 

Application. 

2/-  doz.  Sold 
everywhere. 

3  doz.  on  receip  t 
of  P.O.  for  6/-. 


Sample  on 
Application. 


2/-  each.    Sold  every- 
where. 

i  doz.  P.O.  for  12/-. 


MORRISS'   CARSON  SPINNER. 

THE  only  Spinner  tfiat  will  catch 
Trout  and  Perch  when  off  the  fly. 
TRIED  and  PROVED  successful. 

Samples  on  application. 

Sold  everywhere.    6/-  doz. 
J  doz.  3/-. 

ALFRED  MORRISS,  Marston  Works,  REDDITCH. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Sann  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  rains  and  cold 
east  winds  have  prevailed  over  Ulster  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  week,  and  all  the  tributaries  that  discharge 
their  waters  into  Lough  Neagh  have  been  in  ex- 
ceptionally high  flood.  The  main  stream  rose  two 
feet,  and  is  so  much  discoloured  that  the  fly  cannot 
be  used.  The  few  salmon  that  were  in  the  lower 
sections  have  passed  over  the  weirs,  and  are  now 
in  the  lake  and  tributaries.  On  the  days  on 
which  the  fly  could  be  used  trout  rose  well  and 
some  good  fish  were  taken.  On  the  Kilrea  reach 
Mr.  Harold  Coates  caught  twelve  trout,  151b. ; 
in  one  day  Mr.  Henry  Coates  with  worm  in  the  dis- 
coloured water,  thirteen  trout,  181b.  Mr.  Campbell, 
six  trout,  91b.  Miss  McCallum,  manageress.  Mercers' 
Hotel,  one  trout  31b.  At  the  Portglenone  station 
Mr.  Cristie  took  three  trout,  41b. ;  Dr.  D'Evilm,  three 
trout,  61b.,  largest  41b. ;  Mr.  Giles,  three  trout,  4Jlb. 
On  the  Caronroe  section,  Mr.  Wyne,  one  salmon,  141b. 
Major  Moore,  one  salmon  101b.,  and  Dr.  Rea,  one 
salmon,  111b.  As  I  write  the  temperature  is  rismg 
and  the  water  clearing.  The  river  will  be  in  order 
in  a  few  days. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  streams  were 
heavy  in  flood  on  June  1  and  June  2.  On 
such  streams  as  the  Glenovy,  Clady,  Crumlen, 
etc.,  bait  fishers  made  heavy  takes  of  trout.  When 
the  Clady  cleared  on  Tuesday  (June  3)  your  corres- 
pondent creeled  twelve  trout,  61b.  Several  other 
anglers  had  success.  Ou  the  Crossgar,  Mr.  Tom 
Taylor  bagged  seventeen  trout  up  to  lib. 
Comparatively  few  trout  were  taken  lately  on  the 
Dams.  A  constable  seized  a  net  full  of  trout  at  Old- 
park  Dam  the  other  night.  The  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  will  have  a  trout  fishing  competition  at 
Kellswater  on  July  14.  The  three  city  clubs  are 
in  excellent  working  order  and  steadily  increasing  in 
membership,  the  Ulster  Anglers'  having  over  160 
members. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  excellent  fishing 
order,  and  a  very  fair  stock  of  salmon  are  to  be  seen 
on  the  upper  reaches.  On  the  Ballyduff  water  Mr. 
Tom  Sullivan  one  141b.,  on  the  MocoUop  water,  Mr. 
John  O'Brien  two,  141b.  and  311b.  ;  Mr.  S.  Haynes, 
one,  16^1b.  ;  on  Ballynaroon  fishery,  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  party,  two. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bunowen  (co.  Mayo). — The  Bunowen  opened  for 
angling  on  June  1,  with  the  water  high.  The  neigh- 
bouring Canownisky  does  not  open  till  July  1 ;  it  is 
the  latest  river  in  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

Bast  Tyrone  Kivers. — The  Ballinderry  and  the 
Blackwater  were  heavily  flooded  on  June  1.  On  the 
following  days  bait  fishers  made  a  good  thing  of  it. 
Both  streams  are  now  toning  down  a  bit,  but  the  wind 
still  remains  in  the  north-east. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshauuon  and  Belleek). — Harsh  cold 
weather  continued  during  the  past  week,  with  north- 
east winds  almost  approaching  a  gale.  Mr.  C.  Pike 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  181b.  weight  on  May  30 ; 
Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.  weight 
on  June  3  ;  and  Doctor  Godwin  landed  one  salmon  of 
Sib.  on  same  day.    Trouting  was  not  so  good  owing  to 


the  strong  prevailing  winds,  yet  Mr.  T.  M.  I'iko  and 
friend  took  some  good  bags  of  trout  during  the  past 
week.  Mr.  Pike  captured  several  trout  lately  of  41b. 
and  51b.,  and  the  following  anglers  took  a  number  of 
trout  in  the  evenings,  weighing  from  lib.  to  41b.  :— Mr. 
Coane,  Mr.  Geo.  Godwin,  Doctor  Godwin,  Mr.  Robert 
S.  Johnston,  Captain  F.  L.  Williams,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Woods,  the  Masters  Crawford,  etc. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Killaruey  Lakes  and  Rivers. — Salmon  are  now 
coming  up  freely  and  grilse  of  more  than  average  size 
are  arriving  in  generally  good  numbers.  The  weather 
is  rather  rough  for  lake  fishing  but  is  calming  down. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  recent  rains  may  help  to 
improve  sport.  River  is  getting  into  good  fishing 
order.  The  tidal  waters  are  reported  to  be  full  of 
grilse,  so  that  numbers  of  these  game  fish  should  find 
their  way  to  the  upper  waters. — W.  Haynes  and  Sox. 

Lough  Corrib. — Weather  very  bad  during  the  past 
week,  but  has  now  taken  a  decided  change  for  the 
better,  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  having  taken  place  during 
the  last  two  days.  May  Fly  well  up.  Grilse  reported 
to  be  running  in  large  numbers  up  the  Galway  river 
into  the  lake.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
obtained  by  the  numerous  anglers  staying  at  the  j 
difierent  hotels  in  spite  of  the  bad  weather.  The  weekly 
catch  of  the  professional  fishermen  amounted  to 
6441b.,  or  an  average  of  4ilb.  per  man  per  day. — 
S.  B.  D.  I 

Lough  Corrib  and  Black  River  (Headford,  i 
CO.  Galway).— Sir  Andrew  Armstrong,  Bart.,  fishing 
from  McOormack's  Hotel,  Headford,  Galway,  dapping 
on  Lough  Corrib  on  June  1,  had  three  trout,  weighing 
^Ib.,  fib.,  and  Iflb. ;  on  June  2,  nine  trout,  Jib.,  fib., 
IJlb.  (two),  Iflb.,  21b.  (two),  211b.  and  4ilb.  His 
boatman,  Pahy,  trolling  on  May  31,  landed  a  pike  of 
141b.  June  3,  raining  very  heavily  all  day.  Very  few 
May  Fly  on  the  Black  River,  but  with  warm  weather 
will  be  well  on  next  week.— M.  McC. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  very  wild,  and 
fishing  is  only  possible  at  a  few  places  along  the 
southern  shore  of  the  lake.  On  Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  last,  generally  fair  sport  was  had  at 
brown  trout,  and  several  sea-trout,  weighing  on  an 
average  about  21b.  were  had.  Sea-trout  are  arriving 
pretty  freely,  and  peal  have  also  put  in  an  appear- 
ance.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. — Twelve  anglers  are 
fishing  above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur.  Notwithstanding  the  rough  weather  of  past 
week  sport  has  been  very  good,  the  May  Fly  well  up, 
and  large  baskets  ot  trout  made  daily.  Trout  of  21b. 
and  3Jlb.  were  creeled  on  Tuesday  (June  3).  Mr. 
Walton  took  a  gillaroo  of  the  latter  weight  with  the 
fly.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  has  calmed  down  the  weather, 
and  anglers  may  look  forward  to  exceptionally  good 
sport. — J.  A  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  stormy  weather  retarded 
sport  very  much,  but  still  when  the  boats  could  stay 
out  some  fine  sport  was  enjoyed ;  Mr.  T.  Kelly  landed 
a  salmon  of  91b.  on  May  30,  and  Mr.  H.  Curran  Unded 
a  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  1 ;  whilst  Mr.  M.  Lunny  landed 
a  fine  trout  (salmo  ferox)  of  T^lb  ,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  took 
a  brown  trout  of  51b.,  and  generally  some  fine  baskets 
of  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  were  taken  on  the 
Lake  during  the  past  week  containing  from  sixteen  to 
twenty-six  trout,  and  all  of  a  fair  average  size.  The 
May  Ply  has  been  well  up  on  Loughs  Erne  and  Melvin, 
and  some  fine  trout  captured  on  Lough  INIelvin  with 
the  artificial  May  Ply,  and  on  Lough  Erne  some  good 
fish  were  taken  on  the  natural  fly  dapping  during  the 
past  week.  Mr.  Thornhill  caught  a  fine  pike  of  201b. 
weight  at  Belleek  on  1st  inst. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  in  fair  order,  but  the  north-easterly  winds 
are  unfavourable  to  trout  fishers.  This  week  Colonel 
Ruxton  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  Dublin,  got  a  few  trout  on 
the  hotel  waters  up  to  lib.  On  Monday  Mr.  W.  Jones 
had  a  21b.  fish,  and  some  of  the  gillies  had  fair  takes. 
—J.  A.  B. 


Moy  (Ballina). — River  in  good  order  and  plenty 
of  fish  on  the  pools,  but  the  weather  is  very  broken — 
showers  and  north  winds,  very  cold  ;  fish  rising  short 
to  fly.  Sea  trout  fishing  opened  on  June  1,  some 
being  got  with  the  fly.  If  the  weather  settles,  sure  to 
have  good  sport  with  salmon.— John  Deveks. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Weather  changeable  here,  and  not  in  favour 
of  the  angler.  Mr.  Stockport  had  two  grilse,  41b., 
31b. ;  Mr.  Dawson  one  salmon,  111b.  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Perry, 
Knogoro,  two  salmon,  101b.,  131b. ;  Mr.  S.  Croop  one 
salmon,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  51b.;  Mr.  C.  Cross, 
one  salmon,  121b.  The  following  gentlemen  fished 
from  the  Angler's  Hotel  pontoon  ^Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop, 
thirty-one  trout,  largest  4^1b. ;  five  jack,  largest 
91b. ;  Mr.  Thornhill  twenty-nine  trout,  largest, 
41b.,  five  jack,  largest,  231b.,  the  big  jack  was  a 
beauty  and  in  the  pink  of  condition ;  Mr.  Sidney 
H.  Meyers,  thirty  trout,  largest,  41b.,  and  four  jack. 
Other  rods  on  loughs  are  getting  some  trout  daily. 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch  and  friend  fishing  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  river  had  good  sport  with  sea  and  brown  trout, 
killing  as  many  as  twenty-six  in  one  day. — Pat 
Hbaenes. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal).  —  River  in 
splendid  condition,  and  well  stocked  with  fish.  During 
the  past  few  days  the  following  have  been  taken  : — 
May  20,  Mr.  J.  McCole,  two  salmon;  May  20  and  28, 
General  Fredenwick,  five ;  May  29  and  31,  Mr.  Hugh 
Kennedy,  two  ;  May  31,  Mr.  J.  McCole,  one  ;  June  2, 
Mr.  J.  McCole,  four,  and  Maurice  Early  (fisherman), 
one  of  191b.  (Average  weight,  131b.).  There  are  several 
good  beats  to  be  let  on  this  river. — Owen  McNelis. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— There  has 
been  fair  brown  trouting  in  this  district  since  the 
season  opened.  About  the  end  of  this  month,  the 
white  trout  fishing — for  which  the  Rosses  are  famed 
— will  commence.  The  salmon  and  sea  trout  have 
now  a  clear  run  up  Crolly  River  to  the  lakes. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Never 
within  my  recollection,  which  extends  to  over  sixty 
years,  do  I  remember  such  a  long  continuance  of  bad 
weather  on  the  Shannon.  As  regards  the  lake  fishing, 
from  the  opening  day  of  the  dapping  with  the  Green 
Drake,  we  have  experienced  storms  and  cold  days 
that  would  perish  an  anchor,  as  old  seamen 
say.  A  few  anglers  have,  however,  done  pretty 
well.  For  instance,  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  of  Birming- 
ham, and  Dr.  George  Elliott,  Todmorden,  fishing 
from  the  one  boat,  landed  in  a  few  days  thirty-two 
handsome  trout,  largest  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass, 
Whiteholme.  Old  Trafiord,  Manchester,  has  taken  a 
good  many  "  whoppers,"  his  best  day  being  eight 
trout,  weighing  141b.,  largest  Iflb.;  Mr.  E.  P.  Good- 
win and  friend  have  done  pretty  well,  best  day  five 
trout  ovej  101b.,  and  among  other  days  and  other 
fish  was  one  pretty  fish  of  41b.  Weather  so  wild 
that  on  several  days  it  was  impossible  to  fish ; 
Mr.  Vaughan  Clarke  and  Captain  Stratton,  at- 
tended by  Michael  Lewis,  got  in  four  successive  days 
eight  trout,  22f lb.  ;  second  day,  eight,  27Jlb. ;  third 
day,  nine,  31Jlb. ;  fourth  day,  seven,  ISJlb.,  largest  4aib. 
Other  bags  too  numerous  to  mention.  A  good  number  of 
fine  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  preserves 
since  last  report.  Mr.  A.  Walmesley,  Gotham, 
Prescott,  England,  got  five,  341b.,  241b.,  191b.,  131b., 
81b.,  and  two  beautiful  grilse,  91b.,  91b. ;  Mr.  F.  C. 
Wray,  one  salmon,  211b. ;  Mr.  J.  Y.  Sperling,  one, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Whittaker,  six,  251b.,  211b.,  201b., 
151b.,  121b.,  91b.  Several  fish  have  also  been  killed  on 
Mr.  Vinters'  water,  but  I  have  not  heard  by  whom 
captured.  Grilse  running  up.  Weather  still  wild. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— We  have  to  record 
the  capture  of  a  38Jlb.  salmon  by  a  lady — Mrs.  E.  T. 
Ingham,  of  Blake  Hall,  Misfield,  Yorks.  The  rod 
used  by  the  lady  was  but  15ft.  Sin.  long,  the  fly  a 
double-hook  Yellow  Lahabber,  and  the  cast  of  single 
gut.  As  will  be  surmised  a  tough  bout  ensued,  and  to 
render  matters  more  complicated  there  was  but  one 
fisherman.  Prank  Johnson,  in  the  boat,  on  whom 
devolved  the  double  duty  of  manoeuvring  the  boat 


were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut  Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  6  6  each. 


were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts,  the  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability. 
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and  gaffing  the  fish.  The  result  was  satisfactory, 
and  the  fish — a  splendid  thiok-set,  short  fish— was 
safely  gaffed.  On  Prospect  Mr.  Phelps  killed  one 
salmon,  IGilb.  ;  Mr.  John  Enright,  one  salmon,  8Jlb. 
On  Newgardeu  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  101  b., 
201b.  On  Hermitage  Lord  Massy  killed  three  salmon' 
101b.,  241b  ,  331b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  VV.  Greenhill 
killed  one  salmon,  361b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  38Jlb.— J.  Enright 
i&  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,   co.   Kerry).— Sea 

trout  are  arriving  in  the  above  waters,  and  brown 
trout  are  rising  all  over  the  lakes.  — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— If  the  month 
of  May  gave  us  unsuitable  dapping  weather,  June  has 
been  ushered  in  with  ten  times  worse,  and  whatever 
success  has  been  had  by  anglers  was  a  mere  snapshot 
business,  as  there  were  hardly  two  hours  in  any  day 
adapted  for  fishing ;  but  having  regard  to  the  stormy 
and  squally  weather,  Lough  Derravaragh  showed  up 
very  fairly,  with  Lough  Ennell  a  good  second  all 
things  considered.  Dapping  is  practically  over  on 
this  lake,  and  Just  now  commences  on  Lough  Owel, 
where  good  sport  is  sure  to  be  had  if  the  rough  weather 
moderates.  A  pike  of  241b.  was  killed  on  Lough  Ennell 
on  June  2.— T.  J.  W. 

(Too  late  for  classification.) 

Lough  Callow. — Mr.  R.  Hunt  killed,  in  one  week, 
125  trout  on  Lough  Callow,  weight  ranging  from  Jib. 
to  21b.  each.  Mr.  W.  McNerney  killed  sixty  trout  in 
two  days  on  the  river  belonging  to  the  Hotel  Foxford. 
Several  other  large  baskets  of  good  trout  were  brought 
in  during  the  week.  Mr.  Coghlan  got  one  springer 
weighing  101b.  on  Saturday  (May  31),  and  another 
lljlb.  on  Monday  (June  2).  Lots  of  salmon  showing 
themselves  on  the  pools ;  good  sport  expected. — 
P.  J.  Coghlan  (Angler). 

Lough  Mask  (Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe).— 
Fishing  splendid  last  week  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lough  Mask.  Mr.  Jameson,  of  Dublin,  stopping  at 
Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe,  has  been  most  successful, 
six  to  ten  each  day  and  twelve  on  Saturday,  average 
weight  l§lb.  to  4ilb.— T.  S. 

"SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (May  31). — The  conditions  this  week  have 
been  warm,  dull  days,  varied  by  skies  of  indescribable 
brazen  blue,  and  water  always  of  a  cloudy,  sickly, 
greenish  grey,  giving  fitful  birth  to  fleets  of  May  Flies, 
sailing  along  or  fluttering  by  for  hours,  with  never  a 
fish  moving,  unless  some  rare  adventurer  showed 
itself  in  the  cleaner  selvage  of  the  stream,  picking  off 
stray  sailers  brought  by  eddies,  or  their  own  erratic 
fancies.  The  effect  of  the  now  fast  vanishing  and 
melting  snow,  prolonged  so  late  this  season,  seems  to 
be  to  sicken  the  fish  or  drive  them  into  dense  weed- 
banks  ;  and  yet  a  native  professor  of  the  lobworm 
craft  one  day  filled  his  creel  with  51b.  of  handsome 
trout,  ranging  up  to  21b.  and  under,  while  fly-fishers 
got  but  few  fish,  including  an  unusually  l<rge  pro- 
portion of  vengei  on — too  nearly  related  to  the  roach 
to  acquire  merit  here.  Thus,  sport  being  slow,  experi- 
ments were  tried  with  Kennedy's  floating  Coch-y- 
Bondhu.  That  the  results  were  not  better  was  no 
fault  of  this  admirable  lure,  for  often  as  I  have 
watched  these  and  other  natural  clocks  or  beetles 
careering  down  this  stream,  I  have  never  seen  one 
taken  yet.  Another  trial  was  made  with  one  of  my 
revolving  drakes  {Fishing  Gazette  May  3,  p.  298), 
which  was  taken  at  the  second  cast  where  a  rise  had 
been  seen  under  the  opposite  bank  ;  and  later,  when  a 
different  drake,  with  folded  wings,  formed  from  spoiled 
photo  films,  or  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  Fly  was  dropped  into 
"  a  place  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,"  it  was  even 
betting  which,  if  either,  would  be  taken.  Just  then, 
when  the  rise  of  the  day  seemed  to  be  commencing,  it 
became  necessary  to  make  tracks  for  the  5  p.m.  train 
at  Vouvry  with  only  six  fish.  Other  days  have  been 
rather  worse  than  better. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycottou. — Pollack  have  been  giving  generally 
good  sport  around  here,  and  other  fish  usually  got  at 
this  time  were  had  in  fair  numbers.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth.— Mackerel  are  getting  plentiful,  and 
are  very  large.  The  hooking  boats  are  not  having  good 
catches  yet,  the  fish  are  too  far  out ;  but  the  nets  are 
having  a  fair  catch.  Several  were  caught  during  the 
week  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm,  also  near  the 
Eddystone  ;  they  will  soon  be  coming  in  now,  and 
may  be  looked  for  any  day  between  the  Penlee  Point 
and  the  Breakwater.  Pollack  are  still  on  the  in- 
crease, and  are  taking  the  red  and  black  sand  eel  in 
preference  to  natural  bait.  —  William  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — The  weather  has  improved,  and  so  has 
the  fishing.  A  few  boats  have  been  out,  and  a  few 
have  returned  with  respectoble  strings  of  sand  dabs 
and  small  plaice ;  smelts  in  the  harbour  are  plentiful, 
also  flounders  ;  a  few  good  eels  have  been  taken. 
Wind  westerly,  with  a  good  deal  of  thunder  and 
lightning. — Gbay  Mullett. 


Valentia. — Sport  has  been  very  good  here.  On  one 
day  four  local  anglers  got  thirty-two  pollack,  on  another 
day  twenty-nine,  and  on  a  third  day  forty.  Mackerel 
are  very  numerous  but  very  little  has  been  done 
among  haddocks,  bream  or  whiting  this  season  so 
far.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sport  has  been  very  good  here  at 
pollack.  On  one  day  three  anglers  had  thirty-nine 
pollack  in  about  four  hours.  Other  good  takes  were 
recorded.  Pollack  at  times  were  being  hauled  in  as 
fast  as  the  lines  could  be  thrown  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.— There  has  been  some  good  takes  of 
mackerel  in  the  bay  during  the  past  week.  On  June  1 
the  boats  at  Chickerell  and  Langbon  had  between 
thirty  and  forty  thousand.  There  have  been  some 
nice  takes  of  pollack  and  bass  with  hook  and  line  at 
the  Breakwater ;  fish  of  large  size.  The  weather  is 
fine  and  warm,  but  to-night  it  is  slightly  overcast.— 

A.  G.  ROWELL. 


llssocittHons 

(SPBCIAIi  MEGTINQa). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  postponed  general  committee  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Monday  next,  June  9,  at  8.30  p.m.  An  early 
application  for  privilege  tickets  would  be  esteemed 
a  great  favour. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS— 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday,  June  2,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medealf,  president,  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  in  the  vice-chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  confirmed, 
which  also  included  the  enrolment  of  the  Thurlow 
A.  S.,  West  Norwood.  Several  important  letters  in 
reference  to  railway  matters  were  read  — one  from 
the  General  IManager  of  the  South  Eastern  and 
Chatham  Railway,  announcing  that  anglers'  cheap 
tickets  from  all  London  stations  to  Wye  would  be 
assured,  was  heartily  welcomed  by  the  delegates. 
The  secretary  announced  that  all  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  new  Wye  fishery,  the  Esher 
new  waters  on  the  river  Mole,  also  fisheries  at 
Pulborough  and  Amberley,  intimating  that  the  rent 
for  them  had  been  paid  for  the  ensuing  season,  and 
to  which  it  was  hoped  to  add  others  before  long.  The 
auditors,  Messrs.  Elsmore  and  Wheelhouse,  reported 
they  had  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  accounts 
and  books  of  the  Association,  finding  them  correct 
and  carefully  kept.  The  balance  sheet  presented  was 
of  an  exceptionally  satisfactory  nature  with  an 
increased  balance  carried  forward,  and  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  C.  Fosbrooke,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Burkett,  it 
was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  Elsmore  gave  an 
interesting  report  of  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
Committee,  for  which  he  was  heartily  thanked.  Mr. 
C.  Watling  reported  a  very  successful  visit  to  the 
Kynaston  A.S.,  when  twenty-five  clubs  were  present, 
also  that  the  next  visit  would  be  to  the  Lincoln  A.S. 
The  Woolwich  Brothers  A.S.  generously  handed  over 
one  guinea  for  the  Central  Restocking  Fund,  it 
being  also  mentioned  that  the  Bermondsey  Con- 
stitutional Piscatorial  had  collected  £3  at  their 
annual  dinner  for  the  A.B.S.  The  secretary  stated 
he  had  received  several  inquiries  for  particulars  as 
to  enrolment,  and  from  the  many  promises  of 
support  there  was  every  prospect  of  an  exceptionally 
successful  season.  The  privilege  tickets  and  guide 
books  are  ready,  and  the  secretaries  of  clubs  are 
respectfully  urged  to  assist  by  an  early  application 
for  tickets,  which  in  every  case  must  be  accompanied 
with  remittance.  To  ensure  prompt  replies  all  letters 
must  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  6,  Priter-road, 
London,  S.E. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  their  meeting  on  Wednesday  (June  4),  at 
Frascati's,  Mr.  James  Pickup  in  the  chair,  reports 
from  the  agents  at  Southend,  Southwick,  Bast  Looe, 
and  Leenane  were  read,  also  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Arthur  Woodfield,  a  member,  describing  his 
recent  fishing  off  the  Blackrock,  Brighton,  as  being 
unusually  good  at  so  early  a  date.  Mr.  Dryden 
reported  that  Mr.  Pardy,  a  member,  had  been  fishing 
at  Deal.  Take,  good  few  dabs,  some  over  lib.,  a  few 
plaice  and  codling,  not  over  21b.,  and  whiting.  Kept 
four  score,  only  taking  lug.  Mr.  Edwards  stated  that 
codling  were  making  a  very  early  appearance  this  year, 
being  taken  from  Deal  Pier  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Graham,  fishing  at  Southend,  on  Saturday, 
took  four  score  flounders  and  plaice,  Jib.  to  |lb.,  and 
called  attention  to  the  extremely  large  number  of 
edible  crabs  found  off  the  extension  pier.  Mr.  C.  0. 
Minchin;  with  Mr.  Croft  Handley,  had  been  fishing 
on  the  Cornish  coast,  and  owing  to  the  unusually 
stormy  weather  had  not  done  much,  but  had  made 
a  careful  inspection  of  many  of  the  small  fishing 
stations,  and  communicated  valuable  information 
and  advice  to  the  members  present.  Mr.  Croft 
Handley    produced    a    small    specimen   of  the 


angler  fish  caught  in  a  trammel.  It  had 
been  preserved  by  formalin,  and  was  in  per- 
fectly fresh  condition,  enabling  Mr.  Handley 
to  demonstrate  at  length  its  many  peculiarities, 
more  especially  the  arrangement  of  its  hinged 
teeth,  which  rendered  the  swallowing  and  assimila- 
tion of  a  fish  as  large  as  itself  quite  an  easy  matter. 
In  short  he  described  it  as  being  more  perfectly 
fitted  than  most  human  beings  to  make  a  quiet 
and  comfortable  living,  being  even  endued  with  the 
lastest  thing  in  electricity  in  the  shape  of  an  electric 
lamp  at  the  end  of  each  of  its  two  prominent  fila- 
ments, by  means  of  which  it  attracts  its  prey  in 
the  deep,  dark  water  it  frequents.  Mr.  Hand- 
ley  was  thanked  for  his  admirable  description. 
Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Dryden  re-introduced  dis- 
cussion upon  the  abuse  of  whitebaiting  at  Southend 
and  neighbourhood,  and  the  great  destruction  of 
very  small  soles  in  the  splendid  breeding-grounds  in 
Pegwell  Bay.  The  meeting  then  settled  down  to 
the  study  of  the  coast  between  Yarmouth  and  Soar- 
borough,  a  most  useful  paper  being  read  by  Mr. 
T.  B.  Bates  upon  the  fishing  at  Yarmouth  and 
neighbourhood.  The  thanks  of  Mr.  Ned  Hanger 
and  his  daughters  for  the  wreath  sent  to  Mrs. 
Hanger's  funeral  were  communicated  to,  and  appre- 
ciated by,  the  members  present.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  hon.  secretaries  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival  inviting  the 
society's  patronage  and  co-operation.  The  matter 
was  relegated  to  the  committee  for  cordial  attention. 
The  next  ordinary  meeting  was  announced  for 
July  2,  at  8  p.m. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

A  brief  (preliminary)  meeting  of  the  society  was 
held  on  Tuesday  (June  3),  when  more  or  less  adverse 
fishing  reports  were  made  by  Messrs.  Davison, 
Fosbrooke  (Leigh)  and  Williams  (Shepperton).  Some 
very  interesting  proceedings  followed.  Dr.  W.  J. 
Simpson  Ladell,  presided  over  a  very  large  and 
enthusiastic  gathering  of  members  and  friends,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  "  Inaugural  Supper,"  which, 
simple  in  character,  but  magnificently  served  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  Queen  Anne  Restaurant, 
left  nothing  to  be  desired.  There  was  no  formal 
list  of  toasts  or  programme  of  speeches  or  music, 
yet,  nevertheless,  after  the  ample  menu  had 
been  discussed,  appropriate  places  were  found 
for  some  musical  items,  very  tastefully  rendered 
by  Messrs.  Lambert,  Canton,  Taylor,  Wilson, 
and  others,  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Pearce  as 
accompanist.  The  toast  of  "  The  Press,"  well 
proposed  in  a  witty  speech  by  the  chairman,  was 
eloquently  responded  to  by  Mr.  Crumplen  ("  Old 
Izaak  ")  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  of  the  Anglers  News. 
After  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  responded  to  by 
Messrs.  White  and  Calwill,  and  the  singing  of 
Walton's  Angler's  Song,  "  Man's  life  is  but  vain," 
by  the  company  generally,  the  meeting  terminated 
with  an  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  to  a  very 
popular  chairman,  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  also  receiving 
thanks  for  his  splendid  management  and  arrange- 
ments. A  last  word.  The  National  Anthem  was 
sung  at  the  commencement  instead  of  at  the  termin- 
ation of  the  festivities,  verb,  sap — not  by  any  means 
a  bad  innovation. — C.S.B. 
Grbsham  Angling  Society— 

On  Tuesday,  June  3,  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Hayward  took 
the  chair.  Letters  were  read  from  members  who 
were  away  for  the  May  Ply  fishing.  The  reports 
indicate  but  a  scanty  rise  of  the  fly  as  yet,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  next  week  the  accounts  of  fishings 
with  this  fly  may  include  many  successes.  The 
May  Ply  has  not  yielded  sport  on  the  Society's 
water  at  Chesham,  the  fish  captured  have  been 
taken  with  very  small  flies.  Mr.  Saunders  had 
a  fish  of  IJlb. :  Mr.  Eldred  three  fish  up  to  lib. 
lOoz. ;  Mr.  Basten  one  fish  Just  below  the  standard. 
Mr.  IBorthwich  and  Mr.  Hicks  both  lost  heavy 
fish  owing  to  the  weeds.  Mr.  Borthwich,  Mr.  Gill 
and  Mr.  Salmond  captured  some  good  specimens  of 
coarse  fish  while  trout  fishing  with  the  fly,  all  being 
returned.  The  Committee  have  decided  not  to  alter 
the  regulations  as  to  fishing  the  Chesham  water,  but 
the  use  of  the  Alexandra  salmon  and  lake  flies  are 
of  course  prohibited.  Those  members  who  require 
privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  write — J.  H. 
Walker,  Hon.  Sec,  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.G. 
Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  our  meeting  on  June  4. 
The  club  outings  for  the  season  were  fixed  and  the 
prize  list  finally  settled.  The  members  who  have 
visited  the  club  water  report  a  very  poor  rise  of  May 
Fly,  but  a  number  of  trout  have  been  creeled,  the 
best  being  21b.  loz.  and  lib.  3Joz.  by  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
and  lib.  G^oz.  by  Mr.  G.  Westrup.— G.  W. 
South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List — 
The  Peckham  Brothers  "  visit  "  on  Tuesday  last 
was  very  successful ;  fourteen  clubs  were  well 
represented.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Bermond- 
sey Brothers.  Will  secretaries  kindly  forward 
subscriptions  due  for  current  year? — A.  G.  Smith. 
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"  WAKE    XJI>,    ENGLAND  ! 

5moke  .  ,  . 


TORTOISE  SHELL  MIXTURE 


i  lb.   Tins,  1/8. 

Of  many  mixtures  the  Best  and  Purest, 

NO    FOREIGN    CAI^ITAL.  ! 


fF.  ^.      .4.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipstvich,  Zondon,  and  Norwich. 


Great  Eastern  Railway 

SEA-SIDE. 

Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  to 
Tuesday  Cheap  Tickets 

To  Varmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-oii-Sea, 
Cromer,  Sontheiul-on-Sea,  Claotoii-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felix- 
stowe, Aldeburfjli,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  are 
issued  BY  ALI,  TiiAlNS  FROM  LONDON  (Liverpool 
Street),  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  at 
same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street.  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Jfuudesley-on-Sea  anil 
Cromer. 

Cheap  Trips  to  the  Seaside,  &e. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  Ax\l)  BA(_'K  2/6  daily 
by  Through  Faist  Trains  from  Li veri)ool  Street 
and  Fenohurch  Street.  Cheap  Throu^li  Tiekets 
are  also  issued  at  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
and  Metropolitan  District  Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  AND  HARWICH  AND 
BACK,  4/3  from  Livei-pool  Street  on  Sundays  at 
O.!.";  a.m.  and  on  Mondays  at  7.35  a.m.,  calling  at 
Stratford  at  9.2.5  and  7.45  a.m.  respectively 

BROXBOURNE  AND  RYE  HOUSE,  1/9 
daily  froui  Liverpool  Street,  *c.,  and  on  Week- 
days only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  1/0  daily  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  &c. 

All  particidars  free  by  post,  on  application  to 
the  Supei-intendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street 
Station,  E.C. 

Angrlers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMiViODATION, 

For  Fishine  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  Klne  Street.  Alfreton. 

Just  Published. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbice     -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 

iMeasrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


SALMON  FLY  IYER. 

WANTED    AT    ONOB,    First  -  class 
hand   for  West  End  Loudon  house ; 
indoor  ;  best  work  only ;  permanency. 
Box  1624, 

Sell's  Advertising  Offices, 

London,  E.C. 

TROUT  BAITS. 

Caddis  Grub  and  Worms,  2/6  ;  or  separate 
1/6.  Scotch  Loch  Flies,  1/9  and  2/6  per 

dozen.    Hair  Casts,  9cl. 
PICKEKSGILL,  aS,  Rydall  Street,  Holheck,  Leeds. 


LESSONS  IN 
SALMON  &  FLY  CASTING 

AND 

OTHER  STYLES. 

BY 

"NEWHAM,"  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

KoK  Particulars  Write. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


First-class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 


BEST  ROUTE  for  SPORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 


Appy  to  THOS.  WaLSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ;  Luraley, 
Newton,  and  Dowell,  16,  St.  .James's  Street,  S.W.  • 
COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus ;  or  W.  E.  BOTT  & 
CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


ANGLING 
IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 


HILL'S  HOTEL,  Diinkineely,  co.  Donegal,  Ire- 
land. U  miles  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  river ;  5  miles  Sea  Trout  Fishing  Stragar 
river  ;  two  splendid  Brown  Trout  lakes.  Excel- 
lent Sea  Fishing  :  Pollack,  Mackerel,  etc.  Fish- 
ing free  to  hotel  visitors;  beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  railway  station.  Good  accommo- 
dation. Four  hours'  drive  to  famous  Slieve 
League  mountain. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
X6/-  net. 

London  : 

Sampson  Low,Marston  &  CoMPANr.Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


KE ATI  NO'S 
POWDER 
KILLS 


BUGS 
FLEAS 
FLIES 
BEETLES 


TlNS3d.6d.ls-BELL0WS  9d 


PIOOSE  HgHTim!,  SOLPOI  FlSHIIil!, 


AND    OTHER  SKETCHES, 

Being  THE  Record  of  Personal  Experiences  of  Hcnting  Wild  Ga.vk.  in  Canada. 

By    T.     R.  I>ATTILLO. 

Wit/i  an  Infniduetiirn  Xnli'  hi/  R.  B.  Marxtoa,  Editor  of  "  Tlie  l-'lshinij  Gazette.' 
CONTENTS. 

Moose-Calling  iu  Nova  Scotia— Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Medwav,  \ova  Scotia - 
Fishing  in  Little  Salmon  and  Rocky  Falls— Shooting  Geese  and  Bluc-Wiags  on  the  Port 
.loli  Harbour  and  Lakes  in  Queen's  County,  Nova  Scolia— Catchina-  the  .Vlbacore,  or  Horse- 
Mackerel— A  Perilous  and  Exciting  Adventure  on  the  Medwav  River  at  Bang's  Falls- 
Shooting  in  the  Canadian  North-'W'est— Salmon-Fishing  on  the  La  Have  Klvcr,  Nova 
Scotia— Goose  Shooting  at  Derry  Island,  Fox  Harbour,  on  the  Northumberland  Strait, 
Nova  Scotia— Salmon  Fishing  at  Greenlield— :\Ioose  Hunting  with  Dogs  and  on  Snow-shoes 
—Exciting  Occurrences  on  a  West  Indian  Voyage,  including  a  Hurricane  .Vdventure,  the 
Capture  of  a  Man-Eater  Shark  and  Dolphin,  closing  with  an  Encounter  and  the  killing  of  n 
Fish  bearing  the  Euphonious  Title  of  '"The  Devil  Fish"  in  a  Boat  on  the  Gulf  tii  I'ara. 


Gro'wn  8vo.,  cloth,  5s.  net. 

London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


Ll.MITKD 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Pi'iees. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  duz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1  /-  to  1  /6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  com\)\Qie  . .         ..         ..  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,   Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 

II  ft.  or  12  ft  

BEST   ENGLISH    MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  '  .. 

If  -with  Steel  Centre     . .         . .         . .         . .  extra 

y.Jl. — .ill   Jtod.^  afff  priced   eontplete   with  Unys, 

WADING  NETS,  'with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,    MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  Sd.  and  9d.  each. 
"  HERCULES  "  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIpfe  LONDON, 
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^oifings      tl)e  pap. 

"  I  rind  nonsense  singiilarli/  refreshing.^' 

— Talleyrand. 


"Oji  CoRONATio>j  Day!"  Yes,  we  are  all  looking 
forward  to  it.  Ordinarily  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
published  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  on  Fridays  at  2  p.m. 
but  "  the  Coronation  Day  "  (Friday)  will  considerably 
interfere  with  the  traffic  of  Fleet  Street.  In  order  to 
get  the  F.  G.  into  the  hands  of  readers  and  subscribers 
it  is  imperative  that  we  should  go  to  press  on  Tuesday 
evening  so  as  to  be  ready  to  publish  on  Wednesday, 
June  25.  This  means  that  all  "copy"  or  advertise- 
ments intended  for  insertion  in  the  issue  dated 
June  28  must  arrive  not  later  than  ten  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  morning,  June  24. 


TuK  Brentford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society  held 
their  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May 
29,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Thomas  Laytou 
F.S.A.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  a  capital 
vicnu  There  were  the  usual  loyal  toa.'-t.j,  and  the 
President  submitted  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The 
Brentford  Piscatorials,"  in  a  very  able  speech.  In 
response,  Mr.  Fielder  (secretary)  said  that,  although 
they  were  not  numerically  strong,  their  funds  were  in 
a  sound  and  healthy  condition.  Other  toasts  followed, 
interspersed  with  some  excellent  harmony  by  Messrs. 
AV.  J.  Gomm,  T.  W.  Gomm,  Nevill,  Ward,  Hatcher, 
Easton,  and  Dyerson.  Messrs.  Whitehead  and  Long 
responded  to  the  toast  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents. 

***** 

Mr.  Whitehead  (vice-president)  said  he  enjoyed 
immensely  a  quiet  afternoon  on  the  Thames,  and  if 
not  fishing  himself  he  could,  at  all  events,  charge 
the  pipes  of  the  others  and  look  after  the  whiskey. 
His  experience  in  fishing  had  only  been  from  the 
amateur  point  of  view,  and  before  taking  part  in  any 
competition  he  must  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  rules.  Jerome  K.  Jerome  had  told  them  that 
there  was  a  little  discrepancy  as  to  how  fishermen 
calculated  the  number  and  weight  of  their  catch. 
The  strictly  honest,  truthful  fisherman  did  not  add  on 
more  than  25  per  cent.  But  the  inconvenience  of  that 
method  was  that  if  they  only  caught  three  or  a 
multiple  of  three  it  became  a  complicated  sum,  and 
they  were  likely  to  add  on  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  cent.  It  was  more  satisfactory  to  start  with 
ten  for  each  fish  taken,  for  they  could  then  De^el• 
catch  less  than  that  number,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  way  of  calculating. 
So  strong  did  this  method  commend  itself  that  he 
believed  it  was  put  before  the  Thames  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, and  very  nearly  adopted,  but  the  old  members 
objected,  being  more  in  favour  of  starting  at  twent". 
Of  course,  fishing  stories  were  proverbially  tall,  and  .so 
he  came  prepared  to  listen  to  and  swallow  anything 
put  before  him,  and  take  the  consequences.  But  he 
had  been  disappointed,  as  everything  Mr.  Fielder  had 
said  seemed  absolutely  truthful.  Mr.  Morgan  Long 
also  responded,  and,  as  a  visitor,  spoke  in  high  terms 
of  the  hospitable  character  of  that  and  kindred 
gatherings  in  Brentford.  Referring  to  the  President, 
Mr.  Long  said  he  wished  his  town  possessed  a  Mr! 
Lajton. 

Mick  and  the  "  Maggoty  Cheese." 
Said  Mick,  when  eating  cheese  one  day, 
"Like  Samson,  I  my  hundreds  slay." 
Pat  replied,  "  That's  very  true, 
And  with  the  self-same  weapon  too." 


Mb.  H.  C.  Westgate,  of  the  Ipswich  Piscatoiial 
Ramblers,  writes;  "While  fishing  with  an  ordinary 
sea  line  from  Felixstowe  Dock  Pier,  on  May  2'i,  Mr. 
Edward  Stewart  hooked  a  fine  lobster,  and,  after  con- 
siderable difficulty,  succeeded  in  landing  it ;  on  being 
weighed  it  turned  the  scale  at  51b.  14ozs.  Mr.  Stewart 
presented  his  unusual  catch  to  the  Mayor  of  Ipswich." 
[Which  I  wish  I  was  the  Mayor  of  Ipswich !  Eh  ? 
Mayonnaise  ?J 

Who  was  the  first  complete  "  angler  "  ? — Euclid. 


With  regard  to  the  Lochfyne  fishing  dispute,  the 
Hrit  Campbelto\\n  boats  have  returned  from  the  fish- 
ing grounds  in  Kilbrannan  Sound,  and  report  that 
operations  are  being  carried  on  without  friction 
between  the  fishermen  and  buyers.  Herrings  are 
being  disposed  of  both  by  basket  and  box,  Glasgow 
buyers  only  refusing  to  use  the  basket.  About 
twenty  steamers  are  in  the  Sound,  and  fair  fishing  is 
reported.  The  fishermen's  opinion  is  that  the  strike 
may  be  renewed  on  the  Kilbrannan  fleet  learning  the 
Tarbert's  decision  to  stand  out  for  the  basket. 


The  followmg  is  from  the  Edinburgh  Eveninq  News 
of  June  4  :—"  Kinross,  11.40  a.m.— The  twenty-third 
annual  competition  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs  is 
bemg  held  on  Loch  Leven  to-day.  There  are  four 
members  of  committee  and  forty  representatives  from 
angling  clubs  taking  part,  including  four  from  across 
the  Border.  The  competitors,  after  being  photographed 
in  the  grounds  of  Kinross  House,  left  the  pier  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock,  and  will  fish  till  G.15  The 
weather  during  the  forenoon  was  not  promising 
There  was  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  south-west  for 
half-an-hour,  but  died  away  towards  noon  into  a  dead 
calm.  The  atmosphere  was  close  and  warm,  with  a 
strong  light.  As  the  day  advanced  the  weather  became 
inore  improved,  but  the  absence  of  wind  is  spoiling  the 
chances  of  sport." 

***** 
On  Thursday,  June  5,  our  correspondent  wires  from 
Kinross  "  The  National  Angling  Club  competition 
was  held  on  Loch  Leven  on  Wednesday  (June  4). 
There  was  an  absence  of  wind,  and  baskets  were 
light.  Forty-four  club  representatives  took  part  and 
captured  158  trout.  The  winner  was  Mr.  W.  D.  Niven 
Waverley  Club,  Edinburgh,  with  eleven  trout,  101b! 
Of  the  four  English  clubs  represented  the  best  result 
was  obtained  by  Mr.  R  Woodruff,  Gresham  Anglmcr 
Society,  London,  four  of  41b.  8oz."  ° 
****** 
The  winner  (Mr.  D.  Niven)  of  the  Loch  Leven 
National  Angling  Club  competition  hails  from  the 
Waverley  Club,  Edinburgh,  with  eleven  trout  weighing 
101b.  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  "  over  the  Border  "  who  represented  the 
other  three  of  the  four  English  societies,  but  it  will 
be  welcome  news  to  all  London  anglers  to  hear  that 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary  of  the  London 
Association  of  Angling  Clubs,  and  member  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  has  been,  so  far,  successful. 
A  fuller  account  will  appear  next  week. 


Like  the  harp  of  an  angel,  pure,  dulcet,  and  clear. 
That  keeps  happy  time  to  the  air  that  he  sings. 

My  brooklet  art  thou  to  my  fanciful  ear ; 
Thy  streams  are  his  fingers,  thy  stones  are  its  strings, 

And  on  them  for  ever,  by  night  and  by  day, 

.\  music  of  heaven  thou  sweetly  dost  play. 

— CoTswoLD  ISYS  in  "  Lyra  Piscatoria." 


The  Daily  Mail  of  May  27  says  that  "  hundreds  of 
bream,  roach,  and  pike  taken  from  the  canal  at  Nant- 
v\ich  during  the  last  few  days  have  been  sold  locally 
at  one  halfpenny  a  pound.  As  the  close  season  has 
not  yet  expired,  proceedings  are  threatened  against 
the  anglers." 

The  theory  of  some  scientific  men  that  the  world 
has  almost  reached  the  limit  of  its  capacity  to  produce 
wheat  is  exploded  in  the  article  on  "  The  New  Agri- 
culture "  in  the  June  Srrilmer's,  which  shows  how  the 
work  of  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  has 
removed  this  catastrophe  indefinitely  from  the  im- 
pending possibilities. 


A  CORRESPONDENT,  says  the  Morning  Posi,  who  is  an 
experienced  practical  fisherman,  says  that  a  numbur 
of  the  young  salmon  which  were  placed  in  the  Thames 
have  not  yet  left  the  upper  waters  of  the  tideway. 
The  fish  have  been  seen  on  several  occasions  disporting 
themselves  in  Teddington  Weir  Pool  and  at  other 
spots. 


A  case  of  importance  to  the  salmon  fishing  industry 
was  heard  at  the  Lancaster  County  Sessions  on  May  31. 
Three  fishermen  were  summoned  for  using  a  drift-net 
to  catch  salmon  in  the  estuary  of  the  river  Lune,  and 
in  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  a  Scottish  case,  declaring  the  use  of  drift-nets  to  be 
illegal,  the  Bench  decided  to  convict,  and  fined  the 
defendants  40s.  and  costs  each.  The  Fishery  Con- 
servators had  declined  to  license  drift-nets,  and  the 
fishermen  had  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  but 
the  Board  declined  to  interfere. 


At  the  Nottingham  Town'  Hall  on  Tuesday,  a  fish 
salesman  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  (Mr.  James  Cowe- 
Cowe)  was  sentenced,  under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act 
of  1861,  for  having  in  his  possession  at  Nottingham 
an  unclean  salmon,  meaning  a  salmon  which  was 
about  to  spawn,  was  spawning,  or  had  spawned.  Mr. 
H.  G.  Muskett,  solicitor  to  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
of  England  and  Wales,  prosecuted,  the  defendant  not 
being  legally  represented.  It  was  shown  that  the 
fish  was  consigned  to  a  firm  of  Nottingham  merchants 
on  March  1  and  that  it  was  found  to  be  "  kelt." 
Inspector  Croall,  of  Tweedmouth,  deposed  to  visiting 
Nottingham  at  the  request  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company.  He  saw  the  fish  in  the  cold  stores 
of  the  merchants  to  whom  it  had  been  sent,  and  dis- 
covered that  it  was  a  foul  and  unsaleable  sample.  It 
was,  in  fact,  what  was  commonly  known  as  a  kelt. 


The  defendant  said,  in  answer  to  the  charge,  that  the 
fish  was  clean  and  perfectly  fit  for  human  food.  All 
salmon  were  not  fully  developed  and  of  the  same 
quality.  The  magistrates  considered  the  case  had 
been  proved,  and  inflicted  a  fine  of  £5  with  fl  in 
addition,  costs  included. 


Another  feather  in  the  cap  of  "  the  Press  "—the 
mighty  fourth  estate  which  makes  known  that  which 
is  hidden,  and  turns  the  Rontgen  rays  into  places 
purposely  kept  dark.  The  Dart  Board  of  Conservators 
are  said  to  have  been  violating  their  own  regulations, 
and  failing  to  institute  prosecutions  which  ought  to 
have  been  taken.  They  did  not  even  follow  the 
example  of  the  magistrate  who  fined  himself  half-a- 
crown,  and  transferred  it  from  his  right  to  his  left- 
hand  trousers  pocket.  However,  the  local  Press, 
more  power  to  its  elbow,  brought  the  offenders  to 
book.  Public  opinion  has  been  roused,  and  the  Dart 
Fishery  Board  will  be  sure  to  watch  the  matter  in 
the  interest  of  anglers. 


The  annui,!  meeting  of  "The  National  Angling 
Clubs  and  Associations"  was  held  at  Kinross  on 
Tuesday  night.  It  was  a  very  successful  gathering,  of 
which  further  particulars  will  be  given  later  on.  As 
many  as  thirty  representatives  from  angling  clubs 
were  present  to  take  part  in  the  usual  National 
Competition.  Matters  of  importance  were  discusfed, 
valuable  suggestions  made,  and  the  representative 
character  of  the  gathering  gave  it  a  truly  "  National " 
importance. 


Something  New. 

A  showman  to  the  jungle  went 

And  caught  a  fierce  young  gnu, 
Said  he,  "  I'll  teach  him  to  perform. 

And  sell  him  to  the  Zoo." 

This  man  was  very  much  surprised. 

And  quite  delighted,  too. 
For,  lo  I  each  quick  and  novel  trick 

The  new  gnu  knew ! 
-E.  Warde  Blaisdell  in  the  June  St.  Nicholas. 


A  German  governess  (who  was  keen  on  sport,  and 
evidently  knew  what  she  was  talking  about)  was 
"  teaching "  her  pupils  something  about  fish.  She 
told  them  that  soles  swam  in  pairs  very  close  together, 
and  this  accounted  for  there  being  a  white  side  and 
a  brown  side.  The  second  natural  history  fact  was 
that  salmon  went  up  a  water-jump  (or  ladder)  tail 
first.  The  third  fact  was  that  when  "  pointers  "  in- 
dicated game  they  did  so  with  their  tails.  [These  are 
not  "  Crabbe's  Tales  "  or  American  yarns,  but  real 
genuine  "  Made  in  Germany."] 


Once  a  clergyman  went  to  pay  a  visit  to  an  old 
Yorkshire  yeoman  who  was  lying  on  his  death  bed. 
After  a  few  preliminary  words  the  worthy  minister 
said  that  if  the  veteran  had  anything  on  his  mind  he 
hoped  he  would  ease  his  conscience  and  confide  it  to 
his  pastoral  ear,  so  that  he  might  die  in  peace.  "  Well, 
sir,"  answered  the  old  sportsman,  "if  I  only  had  to 
live  my  life  over  again,  I'd  fish  more  with  bait  and 
less  with  flies."— "  Argonaut,"  San  Francisco. 


The  Remarkable  Cat. — 

Of  a  sudden  the  great  prima-donna 

Cried,  "  Heavens  I  my  voice  is  a  goner  !  " 

But  a  Oat  in  the  wings 

Cried,  "  I  know  how  she  sings," 

And  finished  the  solo  with  honour. 

— Paul  West  in  TAfe. 


"  May  Flies."  "  I  am  very.glad  it  "does,"  I  said,  on 
the  night  of  Saturday,  31st  ult.,  "  for  a  more  wretched 
month,  meteorologically  speaking,  never  came  within 
my  ken."  A  host  of  correspondents  have,  however, 
compelled  me  to  regard  "  May  Flies  "  from  another 
point  of  view.  "  May  Ply  coming  'on  sooner  than 
expected  here,"  wires  Mr.  j.  Henstock  from  Matlock 
Bath.  Mr.  W.  Tunsley  saw  a  few,  eight  or  ten,  on 
the  Hereford  Wye  at  the  latter  end  of  last  month,  and 
the  fish  were  taking  them.  Such  a  few  were  regarded 
as  an  early  delicacy,  like  "  previous  "  strawberries.  A 
wire  from  Hungerford  says  "  May  Fly  has  been  seen  ; 
weeds  cut;  prospects  good."  So  mote  it  be.  From 
the  Lugg  I  h  ear  from  Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  "  Ma}'  Flies 
observed;  trout  should  be  taking  them  next  week." 
I  hope  trout  fishers  have  tliis  week  verified  that 
prophecy.  On  Sunday  evening  Mr,  F.  Fisher,  of 
Newbury,  saw  a  good  few  May  Flies  between  Ham 
Mills  and  Bulls  Lock.  From  Lough  Mask  and  Loughs 
Erne  and  Melvin  I  hear  the  "  May  Ply  is  well  up," 
and  as  readers  will  see  from  the  various  reports  the  same 
cheering  news  comes  from  all  quarters  of  the  King's 
dominion.  Dragnet. 
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nrnst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  are  beginning  to  look 
up  once  more,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
make  a  large  number  of  members  as  soon  as  the  season 
opens.  They  are  now  in  possession  of  a  valuable  silver 
challenge  cup,  made  by  Elkington  &  Co.,  which  is  a 
work  of  art.  It  has  taken  the  club  over  eighteen 
months  to  acquire  this  cup,  which  is  valued  at  £20, 
and  will  be  competed  for  in  the  club's  annual 
contests,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  applying 
to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  and  Birmingham  Associa- 
tions' cups  ;  this  club  still  retains  their  water  at 
Stourport ;  this  society's  annual  contest  will  be  looked 
forward  to,  as  with  the  cup  and  with  a  good  list  of 
prizes  the  club  will  retrieve  its  old  position.  The 
secretary  of  the  Kempsey  and  Severn  Stoke  Angling 
Association  wishes  it  to  be  known  that  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Birmingham  and  angling  clubs  in  the  district, 
that  the  seven  miles  of  fishing  rented  by  their  associa- 
tion will  be  available  any  week  day  to  anglers  at  a 
small  charge.  The  Nechells  Club  have  rented  some 
private  pools  near  to  Walsall,  the  water  is  supposed 
to  be  good,  but  the  coming  season  will  be  the 
best  guide  to  go  by.  The  Hockley  Pisoatoriala  have 
been  inundated  with  applications  for  membership  since 
it  has  become  known  that  they  have  acquired  the  sole 
rights  to  fish  Moseley  New  Pools.  They  have  a  boat 
on  the  water  and  also  a  hut,  and  they  intend  to  restock 
it  in  the  near  future.  Trout  fishing  has  been  improving 
lately.  The  fish  in  the  Ludlow  and'Tenbury  distiiot  have 
been  rising  well  to  the  lly,  the  worm  has  been  the  most 
successful,  and  all  the  largest  fish  have  been  taken  with 
the  latter  bait.  Some  of  the  Birmingham  Piscatorials 
have  had  good  sport  on  the  Bljthe.  Mr.  Clapshaw 
caught  four  brace  and  one  fine  fish  tf  over  21b. 
The  river  Bourne,  at  Shu?toke,  has  been  fished  with 
great  succes?,  the  worm  has  been  the  most  successful 
bait  U3€d.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
reservoirs  in  the  neighbourhooi  of  Barnt  Green. 
Birmingham  anglers  will,  on  and  after  Jane  7,  be 
permitted  to  book  from  Handsworth,  Hockley,  Bir- 
mingham, Bordesley,  and  Small  Heath  to  Stratford- 
on-Avon.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Bewdly  and  Arley 
district  has  been  good  lately.  We  had  a  heavy 
thunderstorm  on  June  1  with  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  bo  held  on  Thursday,  June  12. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  local  waters  are  now  in  first-class  order  for 
cither  fly  or  bait  fishing,  and  the  mild  weather  of  the 
past  week  has  caused  quite  an  increase  in  insect  life, 
and  the  May  Fly  has  been  up  about  a  week  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  liver  Hull  and  some  of  its  tribu- 
taries ;  consequently  sport  is  now  better  in  most  parts 
than  it  has  been  since  the  trout  season  opened.  The 
coarse  fish  season  also  promises  well,  for  at  the 
beckends  and  on  the  shallows  shoals  of  coarse  fish 
are  congregated  together,  scouring  themselves,  and  in 
the  tidal  waters  below  Hempholme  large  fish  are 
on  the  rise  in  most  parts  of  the  river,  apparently 
having  got  well  over  their  spawning  operations ;  sport 
in  the  lower  waters  is  now  very  fair  amongst  flounders 
and  eels,  and  at  Hull  Bridge  and  Wawne  some  very 
nice  catches  are  being  made.  At  the  Central 
Hull  Angling  Association  match  which  took  place 
at  Wawneferry,  fair  sport  was  had,  Mr.  J.  Pelty  taking 
first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Barnett  second,  Mr.  J.  Woodall 
third.  On  Saturday  last  about  150  anglers  assembled 
at  Dunswell  to  take  part  in  the  Globe  Angling  Associa- 
tion annual  open  match  and  did  fairly  well,  Messrs. 
J.  Pelty,  W.  Mycroft,  P.  Rowdon,  Frank  Carle,  and 
J.  Norton  taking  the  first  five  prizes.  On  June  14 
Messrs.  Holmes  &  Son's  Angling  Club  will  hold  an 
open  match  at  Dunswell-on-Hull  for  a  quantity  of 
valuable  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Visitors  to  the  Canal  at  Worsley  will  hear  with 
great  regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Thos.  Warrender.  He 
was  the  first  watcher  engaged  by  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery,  and  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Worsley  churchyard 
amidst  his  sorrowing  relations  and  friends,  the  latter 
including  a  deputation  from  the  Fishery  Board  of 
which  he  was  a  faithful  servant.  The  weekly  report 
from  the  BoUin  is  very  satisfactory.  The  river  is 
fishing  very  well  with  the  improved  weather,  and  if 
one  length  is  better  than  another  it  is  the  Swan 
length.  For  suitable  flies  on  our  rivers  and  streams 
generally  the  two  leading  ones  are  black  smut  and 
yellow  midge,  both  small  dressings.  The  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Society,  Clifton,  have  decided  to  open  their 
private  waters  on  June  14,  and  fish  the  first  match 
at  Brigg. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing,  which  has  been  long  delayed  by  the 
bad  weather,  has  at  last  got  into  full  swing.    This  has 


been  a  glorious  week  from  a  weather  point  of  view, 
and  with  the  streams  in  the  very  pink  of  condition 
anglers  have  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity.  Fly  fishermen  have  been  out  in  strong 
force  this  week,  and  the  fish  have  shown  much  activity, 
the  best  sport  having  been  obtained  about  a  couple  of 
hours  before  sunset.  One  or  two  rods  have  captured 
as  many  as  seven  and  eight  brace  of  trout  as  the  result 
of  an  hour  or  two's  work,  and  scarcely  an  angler  has 
returned  home  disappointed.  There  are  any  number 
of  flies  on  the  water  now,  and  the  prospects  all  round 
are  rosy  enough.  Bottom  anglers,  especially  those 
fishing  up-stream  with  the  maggot,  have  been  equally 
successful.  The  reports  from  the  Fen  waters  regarding 
the  coarse  fishing  prospects  are  also  most  encouraging. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Every  angler  in  this  city  is  longing  for  June  IG, 
when  he  can  go  out  and  capture  any  fish  having  a 
fancy  for  his  bait.  The  only  fear  is  that  after  so 
many  disappointments  whether  our  waters  will  be 
over-fished  when  the  season  opens.  The  Gorton 
Angling  Society  have  decided  to  open  the  season 
on  June  24  at  Bollington,  and  expect  a  muster 
of  nearly  forty  competitors.  Mr.  R.  S.  Easton 
has  had  an  interesting  postcard  from  his  brother 
at  Jedburgh,  dealing  with  the  sport  obtained  on 
the  Tiveed.  It  is  brief  but  satisfactory,  and 
reads  :  "  D.  and  I,  fishing  the  Tweed,  have  had  a  good 
dish  of  trout."  Only  one  day  is  mentioned,  but  when 
they  return  doubtless  more  news  will  be  forthcoming. 
The  "  smoker  "  arranged  by  the  "  Thirty  "  club  was  a 
grand  success,  and  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
organisers  for  their  splendid  eSorts.  For  anyone 
wanting  a  few  days  at  Dogdyke,  the  prospects  at 
Chapel  Hill  are  good.  The  weeds  are  low,  fish  are 
plentiful,  and  the  waters  have  been  cleared  by  a 
dredger,  so  that  plenty  of  places  are  now  deep  that 
before  were  shallow. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  again  been  attended  with 
showery  weather,  and  although  the  temperature  has 
been  considerably  milder  wielders  of  the  trout  rod  are 
not  reported  to  have  creeled  many  fish.  Several  brace 
have  been  taken  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Greet  with  worm  and  caddis  grub,  and  on  Satur- 
day Mr.  H.  Smith  secured  three  and  half  brace 
on  the  Dover  Beck,  in  the  Lowdham  district. 
Fly  fishers  have  fared  indifJerently.  Visitors  to 
Shardlow  and  Sawley  have  not  captured  any  trout, 
and  less  eels  than  previously  seem  to  have  fallen  to 
the  attractions  of  tlie  worm.  Another  "  fresh  "  is  re- 
quired to  set  these  fish  on  the  work  upwards.  Barbel, 
chub, and  roach  still  occupy  the  heavy  currents  for  cleans- 
ing themselves  after  having  deposited  their  spawn,  and 
it  is  manifest  on  all  sides  that  the  river  holds  a  big  head 
of  general  fish.  Needless  to  say  enthusiasts  are  growing 
keenly  anxious  to  try  conclusions  with  them  on  Monday 
week. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  several  days  the  wind  was  in  the  north- 
east and  was  very  cold,  and  on  May  30  and  June  1  a 
lot  of  rain  fell,  which  have  caused  a  considerable  rise 
in  the  rivers  and  brooks,  and  will  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  land,  will  improve  trout  fishing  very  much,  and 
should  bring  some  salmon  up  the  Severn.  Twaite 
are  up  in  large  quantities,  the  lower  Teme  is  full 
of  them.  The  Worcester  Angling  Society  rent  this 
water  from  the  Powick  Bridge  downwards,  and  its 
members  have  had  fine  sport  among  these  twaite 
during  the  last  seven  days.  Messrs.  Higgs,  Bridges, 
Thompson,  and  others  had  a  lot  of  fine,  large  fish, 
caught  with  the  grasshopper  and  small  artificial 
minnows,  and  they  gave  as  much  sport  as  a  trout. 
Trout-fishing  has  much  improved,  and  this  week 
the  weather  has  been  warm  and  bright,  and  on 
Monday  (June  2)  a  lot  of  flies  were  on  the  water 
and  the  fish  rising  well,  several  sportsmen  killing  four 
to  six  brace  ;  and  yesterday,  the  water  being 
slightly  coloured,  some  capital  creels  of  fish  were 
taken  with  the  worm,  fishing  iu  the  brooks  being  par- 
ticularly good,  several  of  the  fish  being  over  21  b.  in 
weight,  and  the  streams  are  well  rid  of  them.  The 
roach  have  been  very  busy  on  the  spawning  beds 
during  the  last  ten  days,  and  in  a  few  more  days  their 
operations  will  be  concluded.  The  rivers  are  much 
coloured  this  Wednesday  (June  4)  evening,  and  fishing 
will  be  at  a  standstill  for  some  days.  I  am  sorry  to 
have  to  record  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  R.  H.  Ward, 
president  of  the  Worcester  Angling  Society,  a  keen 
sportsman  and  a  genial  friend.    A  very  successful 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Much  watchfulness 
must  be  e.vercised  at  all  times,  anil  the  earliest  evidences  of  ill 
health  mu.st  be  immediately  checked,  or  a  slight  illness  niny 
result  in  a  serious  malady.  Kela.\ed  and  sore  throat,  diphtheria, 
<iuiusy,  cous'hs,  chronic  cough,  bronchitis,  and  most  other 
pulmonary  affections  will  be  relieved  by  rubbing;  this  cooling 
Uiutment  into  the  skin  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  seat  of 
mischief.  This  treatment,  so  simple  and  effective,  is  admirably 
adapted  for  the  removal  of  the  diseases  during  infancy  and 
youth.  Old  asthmatic  invalids  will  derive  marvellous  relief 
from  the  use  of  Holloway's  remedies,  which  have  brought  round 
many  such  sufferers,  and  re-established  health  after  every  other 
other  means  had  signally  failed. 


business  man,  and  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and 
his  death  is  much  regretted,  by  the  angling  community 
in  particular. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  has  been  a  very  disappointing  time  lately  for 
local  anglers,  who  have  experienced  most  indilTerent 
sport  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the  rivers.  The 
copious  rains  which  have  fallen  since  last  week-end, 
however,  have  raised  the  hopes  of  rodmen,  but  the 
weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  when  thunderstorms  are 
about  there  is  not  eager  pursuit  of  outdoor  pleasures 
in  any  form,  With  a  warmer  atmosphere  prevailing, 
fly  fiihers  have  been  encouraged  to  look  for  real 
evidences  of  the  May  Fly  season,  and  have  not  been 
altogether  disappointed.  The  absence  for  so  long  of  the 
natural  flies  has  somewhat  perplexed  anglers  in  their 
choice  of  substitutes.  It  is  being  considered  whether 
the  want  could  not  be  supplied  in  the  north  as  it  is  in 
the  south,  where  the  larva  of  the  May  Fly  has  been 
transplanted  from  places  at  a  distince.  The  York 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  are,  through  their  waters' 
committee,  being  spurred  to  action  with  a  view  to 
acquiring  the  exclusive  use  by  rental  of  waters  in  the 
vicinity  of  York.  Probably  if  they  were  not  alive  to 
their  duty  in  the  matter  they  would  soon  find  that 
other  angling  societies  had  forestalled  them. 
The  old  grievance  that  anglers  during  their  own  close 
season  do  not  hesitate  to  fish  in  the  Ouse  regardless 
of  similar  restrictions  still  exists. 


iTofes  from  tf)c  ilorf^. 

The  season  still  carries  on  the  face  of  it  the  erratic 
nature  with  which  it  was  iutroduced  in  February  last. 
One  day's  genial  tempting  weather  is  followed  by  a 
fortnight  if  not  now  of  frost  and  snow  at  least  of  hail 
wind,  rain  and  piercingly  cold,  wintry  weather. 


The  season  has  been  completely  spoiled,  anglers  are 
leaving  in  disgust,  angling  waters  are  goiag  abegging, 
and  no  wonder.  Empty  creels,  big  hotel  bills,  and 
discomfort  reign  supreme. 


Mr.  Florence  killed  a  grilse  on  the  Braemar  waters 
last  week  3^1b.,  the  first  of  the  season.  On  the  King's 
water  at  Balmoral  a  good  many  fish  have  been  creeled, 
and  not  a  few  on  the  waters  below. 


On  the  Glentana  waters  few  fishers  have  been  out 
owing  to  the  stormy  state  of  the  weather,  and  little  or 
no  sport  has  been  got.  On  the  Carlogie  section  Sir  H. 
Meredith  had  three  last  week.  Harper  three  on  Dess 
and  an  occasional  fish  on  the  reaches  below. 


On  the  Sluie  section  Mr.  Booth  and  his  brother 
spent  a  couple  of  weeks  ;  plenty  of  fish  but  sport  very 
poor  all  on  accotmt  of  the  weather. 


On  the  Huntly  free  waters  some  good  days  have 
been  had,  but  nothing  is  certain.  It  is  a  mitter  of 
chuck  and  chance  it  wherever  one  goes.  Better  luck, 
with  better  weather. 


Farmhouses  on  Deeside  are  not  to  be  trusted. 
Probably  the  friend  I  sent  to  a  farmhouse  lately 
would  have  been  a  good  few  pounds  cheaper  had  I 
managed  to  secure  hotel  accommodation,  and  cer- 
tainly he  would  have  been  better  fed.  But  there  is  an 
idea  of  quietness,  comfort,  and  cheapness  about 
putting  up  at  a  farmhouse  that  time  alone  will 
conquer.   

Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Ugie  this  spring, 
and  angling  is  in  a  measure  suspended.  Mr.  Ingram 
has  been  the  only  very  successful  angler,  but  then  he 
knows  his  way  about. 


The  Shetlands  are  no  use  in  this  weather.  I  had  a 
call  from  Mr.  Bathgate  on  Tuesday,  June  3,  and  h\) 
advice  is  to  keep  at  home.  A  good  few  other  anglers 
who  usually  spend  June  in  Shetland  and  Sutherland 
are  postponing  their  trip  for  a  month  later. 


The  best  taking  fly  has  been  the  Loggie  on  the  1  )ee 
for  salmon,  the  Butcher  on  the  Don,  the  Beauly  and 
the  Rae  on  the  Spey,  and  the  March  Brown  (No.  8) 
male  and  female  all  over. 


The  worm  is  always  at  hand  I  Really  without  the 
"garden  fly"  in  these  odd  times  matters  would  not 
only  be  dull  (which  they  are)  but  clean  blanks.  It 
saves  many  a  sore  heart. 


Loch  Leven  and  kindred  inland  streams  are  fishing 
tolerably  well.  Many  a  dam  (small  lochlet)  is  also 
yielding  well,  and  especially  towards  evening. 

On  "  Walker's  dam"  and  the  '•  Corbie  Loch,"  near 
Aberdeen,  two  anglers  had  eighteen  and  twenty-three 
fish  respectively,  all  to  "  The  Bessie,"  which  "l  have 
named  after  a  special  friend,  who  has  been  exceedingly 
successful  with  it.  It  is  a  combination  of  gold  and 
pheasant  breast,  Nos.  16  and  17.    Special  Scotch. 
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AJ^OLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHHSTO   QXJARTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchulIin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  loehs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Postj 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Posting. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

Wil.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  V  isitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  paj  ment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  )>een  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow- 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Pioprietor. 

MERCER'S  EOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Apjiointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  :  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  \'ehicles  ;  Boats 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCalldm, 
Manageress. 

RHICONICH  HOTEL 

JL.AIRG,  N.B. 

Famous  Angling  Resort  ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
aiTangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque | 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting: 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishing,, 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route:  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    Evan  Gkant,  Proprietor. 

FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL,j 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS.  I 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London, 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  lOSi  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4|  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


S.  WALES. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting.       A.  B.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Hoieljeqtui 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE    STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  looh  Katrine,  is  most  Ijeantifnily  sitnated  in  the  heart 
»  ^^oc  ^r^'  '^""""^■:>'.G'?°?yleand  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Ure^orheins  in  close  proM  my 
and  as  a  hshmK  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishins  is  free  on  lo di  Katrine  l.  ch  Chon  a  id 
te,T   ^hi  PT?'' '^f.^'''^  I'Otel  ;  excellent  boats  and  expcriciK^cd  1  oat  men  are 

kept  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  C  illaiider  and  Trossaclis 
and  loch  Katrine  stealer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  froin  Inveisnaid,  or  by  A  ,e,fov  e 
and  Trossaclis  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  stean^ers  y  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel.  sueamtis  oy  tnese 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietop. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TV  C'KOES  AXGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  i'ishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTEELL,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  AWE 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL. 

Trout  and  .Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Nant  and  Loch  .Moon 
To  save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats.  Spci  ial  Terms  for  .lime, 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  .Sjilendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Vi.sitois. 
Inclusive  Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week 
W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. ' 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 

Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  besti  

months,  April  and  May.    Also  Angling  POYR  Rf^      HOT'P'  T 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout.  I       V-*:'**'*-'  k  tlit-t 

All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant,  Pro 
prietor. 


Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

 .  I  loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors  ;  also  TROUT 

BETTYHILL.  SUTHERLAND  r^?™^^        1°°^^   Farraline,  Garth, 

'  "'-"'•""W.I  and  Bran.    Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.     Numerous  good  TROUT 

LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISH-   

ING  in  estuary  of  the  famous  riverl  S  A  LUTAT I  O  N  HOTEL 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats'  ■  ■  w  i  s;.  ^ 

on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.  Apply— 

XKEXCS.  ST-Cr.A.H,T, 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTElI 

(Late  William  Rdfus), 
SIMONSBA  TB,  EX  MOO  R. 
I  EN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING  , 
on  tlie  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms 
on  application.   R.  M.  MoTLE,  Proprietor. 


(RECENTLY  KEBUILT  AND  ENLAKQED) 

CARSPHAIRN. 

I  Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 

Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
I  Green.       Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.     Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 

SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE.   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike,' 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait', 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water, 
tresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved 
Hood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
^aina  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 


Pike,  18  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch 
Bottom  Fishing 
rack  Fishing 

Closed 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 
...    per  day  1/0 

  2/8 

during:  the  Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 

Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miles  in  circumference. 

Coarse  Fishing:  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 

UPWARDS  OF  AMmToF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

.Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 

Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GPJFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey." 


THE  STAG  BUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Fishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doone  Valley.    Good  Accom- 
modation.   Moderate  Tariff. 
  JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL,  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
mg  in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved    Trout  Fishing 

FEEE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Eotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths, 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  ol  C.T.C. 
&c.— Address,  Proprietor.  •  •  •■ 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNEBS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHIYIADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishlnij  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 

Sea  and  Brown  Trout.  Over  SO  lochs. 
Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  com-se 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

  D.  MACFADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  l.anks  of  the  river  Dochai  t . 
■uuTounde.l  by  ivil.1.  i.i.  tuns^iue  miuI  romantic  scenery  ; 
Jix  miles  from  the  li.  ;„i  ,,f  j,,,  !,  Tay,  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  ui.  I  hr  (  i.ll  nHlar  anil  (il>an  Railway 
Five  imles  of  good  .S;iln„,„  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
nycr  Ilochart.  loch  Durliart,  aud  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  blanches.  Post 
aud  Telegraph,  Luih  Station 

DONALD  McNAUGIlTON,  Proprietor. 


A¥  FtV  ON  ABOllI  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

ZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tarifi  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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THE  COLOUR  SENSE  IN  FISH. 


The  following  letter  was  sent  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  to  the  editor  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette:  — 

"  Sir, — In  your  leader  to-day  you  impute  to  me  a 
theory  which  I  never  advanced.  You  say  that,  be- 
cause I  have  caught  trout  with  a  red  May  Ply,  I 
maintain  '  that  therefore  trout  must  be  colour-blind.' 

"  Permit  me  to  explain  briefly  the  extent  of  and 
reason  for  my  scepticism  as  to  the  acuteness  of  colour 
sense  in  fish.  Exasperated  by  the  dogmatic  insist- 
ence of  certain  Tweed  boatmen  upon  the  necessity  for 
using  salmon  flies  of  specific  hue  and  material,  and 
having  failed  to  detect  any  preference  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  fish  fgr  one  fly  more  than  another,  I 
determined  to  try  some  experiments.  Salmon  are  not 
suitable  subjects  for  such  experiments  :  they  are  here 
to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.  But  trout  are  always 
with  us,  and  in  some  waters  are  wary  and  fastidious 
beyond  the  nature  of  salmon. 

"  Therefore  I  had  May  Flies  made,  some  entirely  of 
scarlet,  others  of  the  brightest  blue  that  could  be  got 
out  of  a  dye-pot ;  and,  at  the  risk  of  incurriag  a  pro- 
cess cle  lunatico  inquirendo,  I  fished  with  these  in 
more  than  one  river  throughout  one  May  Fly  season. 
I  found  that  the  largest  and  shiest  trout  made  no 
greater  difficulty  about  taking  them  than  they  did 
about  the  flies  carefully  matched  in  hue  to  the  natural 
insect.  The  last  occasion  on  which  I  used  these 
abnormal  May  Flies  (the  keeper  irreverently  dubbed 
the  red  ones  'Bloody  Marys')  was  ia  the  Beane, 
above  Hertford.  Anglers  know  that  the  trout  there 
are  no  boobies.  I  was  limited  to  four  brace,  which  I 
killed  entirely  on  red  and  blue  flies,  and  the  eight  fish 
weighed  16.Jlb. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I 
incline  to  believe  one  of  two  things,  either  that  the 
colour  sense  in  fish  is  not  very  acute,  or  that  they  are 
indifferent  to  colour.  Certain  fish  living  in  the  pro- 
found abysses  of  the  ocean  and  others  in  subter- 
ranean waters,  lose  the  organ  of  sight  altogether  ;  the 
skin  actually  grows  over  the  eyes.  Even  so,  fish 
habitually  viewing  floating  objects  cn  silhouette — that 
is,  between  the  eye  and  the  light  —are  in  precisely  that 
position  which  prevents  the  exercise  of  the  organ  of 
colour.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  organ  has  ceased 
to  exist,  or  ha^  never  been  developed  '? 

"  Dr.  Giinther,  a  high  authority  on  ichthyology,  has 
lent  such  an  easy  ear  to  fishermen's  fancies  and 
theories  as  to  found  the  following  conclusion  upon 
thit  which  my  experience  leads  me  to  believe  is 
utterly  fallacious,  in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  colour  : — 

"  '  The  discrimination  with  which  fishes  sometimes 
prefer  one  colour  or  kind  of  artificial  fly  to  another 
affords  sufficient  evidence  that  the  vision,  at  least  of 
certain  species,  is  by  no  means  devoid  of  clearness  and 
precision.' 

"  No  angler  has  roDm  for  doubt  that  a  trout's  vision 
is  clear  and  precise  ;  but  this  angler  doubts  very  much 
whether  it  can  distinguish  colour,  though  of  course  it 
can  tell  light  from  dark. 

"  May  27." 


THE  NEW  YORK  AQUARIUM  THE 
BEST  IN  THE  WORLD. 


It  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico  or 
to  Bermuda  to  see  beautiful  fishes,  for  the  city  of  New 
York  has  established  an  aquarium  on  a  grand  scale, 
where  all  of  those  described,  and  a  multitude  of  others, 
may  be  seen  without  cost  on  any  day  between  nine 
and  four  o'clock.  It  is  situated  in  Battery  Park,  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  island  of  Manhattan,  within 
easy  reach  of  all  the  ferries  and  the  elevated  railroads. 
The  building,  which  was  built  for  a  fort  a  little  less 
than  a  hundred  years  ago,  is  circular  in  form,  and  a? 
you  enter  the  whole  arrangement  of  the  exhibit  is 
plainly  seen.  On  the  floor  are  six  large  pools  ranged 
around  a  larger  central  pool,  and  in  the  walls  are  the 
tanks,  whose  fronts  appear  like  so  many  beautiful 
living  pictures.  The  thick  plate-glass  of  these  tanks 
is  so  clean  and  clear  that  it  invisible,  and  one  feels, 
as  he  looks  into  them,  that  he  is  walking  about  in  the 
submarine  world.  On  the  main  floor  there  are  thirty- 
six  of  these  tanks,  and  in  the  gallery  floor  above  are 
fifty-six  more,  making  in  all,  with  the  pools,  the 
largest  aquarium  yet-constructed  anywhere. 

The  pools  on  the  floor  receive  the  large  water 
animals,  such  as  sharks,  seals,  whales,  and  sturgeons. 

In  another  pool,  along  with  some  sturgeons,  are 
some  large  and  curious  looking  fishes — the  anglers. 
This  fish  is  almost  flat,  with  broad  fins  and  a  wide, 
flat  head  that  makes  up  nearly  three  fourths  of  the 
bulk.  It  is  reddish  brown  in  colour,  and  mottled  so 
as  to  resemble  the  common  rockweed  of  the  ocean, 
and  all  along  the  edge  of  the  body  the  skin  grows  out 
so  as  ,  to  make  a  ragged  fringe.  Its  mouth  is  a  huge 
affair,  so  large  and  cavernous  that  a  fish  of  medium 
size  could  easily  take  in  a  large  pie  at  a  gulp.  On  the 
end  of  its  nose  are  two  or  three  long  spines,  and  on 
the  tips  of  these  are  little  tassels  of  flesh.  The  name 
"  angler  "  was  given  to  the  fish  because  it  half  buries 
itself  on  the  bottom  among  the  weeds  so  that  it  is 


concealed,  then  plays  the  little  tassels  in  the  water 
before  its  mouth  to  lure  the  unsuspecting  fishes  near 
enough  to  engulf  them  in  its  capacious  maw.  Here 
is  a  veritable  fisherman  fish  1  It  lives  along  our 
Atlantic  coast  in  somewhat  deep  water,  and  may  grow 
to  reach  a  large  size.  There  are  otiier  fishes  that 
angle  for  their  dinner,  and  one  in  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  the  "  star-gazer,"  runs  a  long,  worm-like  tongue 
out  of  its  mouth,  which  it  wriggles  and  twists  like  a 
worm.  The  little  fishes  rush  greedily  to  seize  it,  only 
to  find  that  they  have  run  into  a  trap  from  which 
there  ia  no  escape. 

The  wall-tanks  on  the  right  side  as  you  enter  are 
devoted  to  fresh-water  specimens,  and  those  on  the 
left  to  salt-water  specimens.  Among  the  fresh-water 
fishes  are  many  that  are  familiar  to  every  boy  who  has 
wettsd  a  hook.  Here  are  bullheads,  "  punkin-seeds," 
yellow  perch,  pickerel,  suckers,  several  kinds  of  bass, 
and  a  large  display  of  the  royal  family  of  the  lakes, 
streams,  and  brooks— the  trout  family. 

On  the  salt-water  side  may  be  seen  the  beautiful 
tropical  fishes  from  Bermuda,  and  many  more  kinds 
besides.  One  tank  is  filled  with  lobsters,  blue  crabs, 
spider  crabs,  horse-shoe  crabs,  and  others.  Here  are 
some  sand-sharks  with  sullen,  ferocious  looks,  and 
along  with  them  are  the  pilot  fish  that  swim 
around  with  the  sharks,  just  as  they  do  in  the  ocean, 
expecting  to  gather  up  the  crumbs. 

No  other  aquarium  pretends  to  collect  fishes  beyond 
a  few  miles  from  its  doors,  while  here  distance  is  no 
barrier  to  the  exhibition  of  a  beautiful  or  interesting 
specimen.  The  daily  attendance  is  the  best  measure 
of  the  success  and  popularity  of  the  aquarium,  and 
that  has  averaged  five  thousand  for  several  months, 
without  any  unusual  attractions.  —  Prof.  0.  L, 
Bristol  in  the  June  St.  Nicholas. 


Xetters  to  the  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


VERY  LIGHT  AND  VERY  POWERFUL 
FLY  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  result  of  the  inquiry  I  made 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  fortnight  ago  I  have  received 
a  good  deal  of  valuable  information  concerning  the 
possibility  of  procuring  very  light  and  very  powerful 
fly  rods.  These,  however,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  cannot 
be  procured  in  this  country  except  as  imported  goods 
of  foreign  manufacture.  One  of  my  correspondents 
tells  me  he  has  for  a  number  of  years  used  an 
American  split-cane  rod  lOJfc.  in  length  and  weighing 
only  5fjz.  With  this  and  with  another  similar  rod 
weighing  6oz.  he  has  landed  many  heavy  fish  up  to  7^1b. 
I  am  also  favoured  with  the  following  interesting 
extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  representative  of 
the  chief  firm  of  rod  makers  in  the  United  States  :  — 
"  We  are  having  quite  a  sale  this  year  of  our  light 
rods — have  sold  a  number  of  2oz.  rods,  also  a  rod  of 
9fC.  weighing  3oz.,  and  another  weighing  .3Joz.  to  3f  oz. 
The  latter  is  quite  powerful  enough  for  any  ordinary 
trout  fishing." 

Now,  sir,  it  appears  the  average  weight  of  an 
English-made  split-cane  rod  is  about  12oz.  or  14oz., 
though  a  correspondent  tells  me  a  leading  London 
manufacturer  is  trying  to  bring  out  one  of  7Joz.  In 
the  face  of  the  foregoing  figures,  and  remembering  the 
facts  given  by  the  writer  of  your  special  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  17  concerning  the  general  use 
of  powerfal  rods  in  Ameiica  weighing  only  4^oz.,  you 
will  appreciate  my  complaint  that  our  own"  makers 
are  so  far  behind  the  times  as  not  to  produce  similar 
articles.  Doubtless  what  you  say  with  respect  to  the 
absence  of  any  great  demand,  except  by  women  and 
children,  in  this  country  for  a  really  light  and  powerful 
rod,  represents  the  true  state  of  things  with  us,  but  in 
my  opinion  this  is  due  to  want  of  knowledge,  and 
still  more  to  the  lack  of  enterprise  and  initiative 
which  form  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  our  people 
in  the  present  day  in  comparison  with  the  go-ahead 
methods  of  certain  other  nations,  notably  the 
Americans.  Were  our  rod  makers  willing  to  put  on 
one  side  their  time-worn  methods,  and  to  discard 
many  of  their  obtuse  insular  prejudices  against 
changes,  they  could  easily  compete  successfully  with 
their  foreign  rivals.  Doubtless  many  of  your  readers 
have  had  the  same  difficulties  I  have  suffered  in 
inducing  English  makers  to  bring  out  novelties  in 
tackle  which  were  really  useful  and  needed,  in  com- 
parison with  the  eager  manner  Americans  seize  every 
opportunity  towards  progress. 

With  regard  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  letter  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  in  answer  to  mine,  I  would  like 
to  add  a  word.  So  far  as  I  can  see  this  communication 
is  chiefly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  within  the 
limits  of  a  few  lines  they  have  succeeded  in  making  no 
less  than  three  blunders.  (1)  I  did  not  say  I  had 
visited  Messrs.  Whiteley  in  order  to  procure  a  split- 
cane  or  other  rod.  (2)  I  did  not  say  I  had  gone  to 
Messrs.  Harrods  for  a  similar  purpose  ;  and  (3)  I 
have  never  written  under  so  cryptic  and  so  remark- 


able a  name  as  ".Vactor."*  Had  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers  refrained  from  rushing  into  print  till 
they  had  perused  my  letter  with  the  most 
elementary  attention  they  would  have  noticed  I 
specifically  stated  I  went  to  the  firmi  named  in  order 
to  try  and  get  some  clothes  re-proofed.  My  original 
contention  was,  and  still  is,  that  the  average  make  of 
English  (or  shall  I  say  liritish)  rods  in  comparison 
with  those  manufactured  by  the  best  American  houses 
are  clumsy  and  heavy  in  the  extreme.  Personally 
I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  Messrs.  Hardy  iirothers' 
wares,  as  whatever  I  have  purchased  from  them  has 
always  been  satisfactory  in  quality,  and  quite  as  good 
as  those  I  have  got  from  the  ficm  which  usually  supplies 
my  modest  requirements.  If  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers 
do  not  wish  to  be  included  in  my  "  sweeping  condemna- 
tion of  English  rod  makers  "  perhaps  they  will  produce 
at  the  present  time  (and  not  at  some  future  and 
possibly  far  remote  period  after  receiving  a  special 
order)  split-cane  rods  of  British  make  powerful  enough 
to  deal  with  heavy  fish,  and  weighing  respectively 
2oz.,  3oz.,  and  4Joz.  I  am  assured  any  of  these  can 
now  be  got  in  America,  where  I  am  further  informed 
they  are  in  daily  use. — Yours  truly.  Viator. 

[It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  American  style 
of  fly  fishing  is  very  different  from  ours ;  for  one 
thing,  we  like  to  lose  no  time  ia  playing  a  fish,  they 
give  the  fish  all  the  time  he  will  take.  The  late 
Reuben  Wood  when  over  here  fished  with  me,  and  he 
soon  found  he  could  do  nothing  on  a  stream  like  the 
Kennet.  These  2oz.  to  4oz.  rods  are  used  chiefly  in 
boat  or  canoe  fishing,  where  there  is  plenty  of  room  to 
play  a  fish,  or  on  small  brooks  where  the  fish  run 
small.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  this  country  we 
err  on  the  too  heavy  side  in  the  rods  we  use  for  all 
kinds  of  fishing,  and  there  is  a  good  margin  between 
2oz.  and  lOoz.  or  12oz.  "  Viator's  "  letters  will  doubt- 
less lead  to  the  matter  being  more  carefully  considered 
by  our  rod  makers. — Ed.] 


"THREESES,"  AND  MAY  FLY  IN  FR.^NCE. 

Dear  Sir, — On  a  pretty  little  stream  within  an 
hour  or  so  of  Calais,  which  used  to  afford  good  trout- 
ing,  but  now  is  practically  poached  to  death,  I  hear 
that  three  English  visitors  recently  spent  three  days 
with  the  encouraging  result  of  three  fish  killed,  not  by 
each,  but  between  them. 

Here  are  some  more  threes.  I  landed  tJiree  trout  o£ 
about  three  to  the  pound  on  that  same  stream  on 
March  31,  and  three,  two  of  which  were  each  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound,  on  April  5. 

The  May  Ply  is  up  on  that  stream,  but  the  trout 
were  not  taking  any  on  Saturday.  They  will  in  about 
three  days,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  many 
fish  show  up.  The  general  verdict  of  the  locals  is 
"  there  are  hardly  any  good  fish  left  ;  they  are  hunted 
by  poachers  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  and  the  few  that 
remain  are  scared." 

This,  of  course,  accounts  for  their  coming  so  short, 
both  at  fly  and  minnow,  as  has  been  the  recent 
experience  of  French  fishers  and  myself.  But  there 
are  a  good  many  yearling  trout  in  most  parts  of  the 
stream. — Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais. 


THAMES  PISHING  RIGHTS. 
[To  the  Editor  of  the  Sportsman.'] 

Sir, — We  notice  in  your  issue  of  this  date  a  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  our  client,  Sir  Roger  Palmer, 
has  abandoned  his  action  at  law  to  restrain  the  public 
from  fishing  in  the  Thames  at  Ray  Mills.  We  write 
to  contradict  this  statement,  and  to  say  that  the 
action  is  being  proceeded  with,  and  will  be  heard  very 
shortly. — Yours  truly.    Dale,  Newman,  and  Hood. 

75  and  76,  Cornhill,  London,  E.G.,  May  28. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ROMSDAL,  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  I  wrote  you  on  May  13  L  have 
received  word  from  the  Halsa  farmer  in  the  Romsdal 
that  he  has  now  decided  to  allow  visitors  staying  in 
his  house  to  fish  his  own  water  free,  whereas  he  hopes 
that  if  he  rents  some  adjoining  rights  to  mike  his 
water  entire  his  guests  may  find  themselves  justified 
in  paying  something  towards  covering  the  expenses  of 
his  renting  such  adjoining  rights.  I  hope  you  will 
publish  this  if  you  have  published  my  letter  of  May  13. 
— Yours  truly,  Thorvald  Beyer. 

Bergen,  June  3. 

MR.  KENNEDY'S  COCH-Y-BONDHU  BEETLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  letter  by 
Mr.  B.  G.  Cope  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  the  subject  of  ]\Ir.  Kennedy's  "  Coch-y-Bondhu  " 
Beetle,  and  to  which  I  assume  he  refers  when  using 
the  expression  the  "  little  irresistible."  Jlay  I  trouble 
you  to  kindly  let  me  know  through  the  columns  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  where  this  particular  fly  or  beetle 
may  ha  obtained,  and  also  the  mode  of  using  it  for 
lake  fishing. — Yours  truly,         K.  Guthrie  Junes. 

[These  flies  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  L. 
Kennedy,  Ellerslie,  Solihull. — Ed.] 

*  Simply  a  printer's  error;  it  should  have  beea 
"Viator." 
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THE  "ARIEL"  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  see  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette 
mention  made  of  Ward's  spinning  tackle  by  your 
correspondent,  Mr.  Perkins. 

He  there  states  it  was  described  by  "  Ariel  "  in  your 
numbers  of  1SS2  and  1883.  This  is  so  far  back  that 
1  fear  I  cannot  get  those  numbers.  'Will  you  kindly 
tell  me  where  I  could  procure  the  tackle,  or  if  you 
still  have  by  you  the  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
in  which  it  is  mentioned  ?  Any  information  upon  the 
subject  will  greatly  oblige. — \  ours  truly, 

Eeancis  B.  Daybell. 

[I  believe  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  supplies 
the  tackle.— Ed.] 


THE  "GREEDINESS"  OP  AN  EEL. 

Deab  Sir, — While  fishing  from  the  garden  (by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  Whaley)  of  the  King's  Arms  Hotel, 
who  rents  the  water,  in  the  Avon  at  Christchurch  last 
year  I  noticed  a  small  jack  in  the  "  hole,"  so  putting 
on  a  small  roach  thought  I  would  try  for  him.  He 
immediately  seized  it,  and  while  endeavouring  to 
swallow  it  an  eel  of  about  21b.  came  up  two  feet  from 
the  bottom  of  the  river  and  seized  the  tail  of  the 
roach.  I  then  struck,  and  played  both  jack  and  eel 
for  four  or  five  minutes.  I  was  not  able  to  land  both 
fish,  as  the  eel  released  its  hold  before  I  could  get  the 
landing-net  under  it.  I  had  several  witnesses  of  this 
somewhat  curious  incident,  as  the  main  road  runs 
over  the  river  just  where  I  was  fishing. — Yours  truly, 
Bridge  Villa,  E.  H.  Watmodgh. 

Christchurch,  Hants. 

[This  is,  I  should  think,  unique  as  an  angling 
experience.  I  have  often  seen  a  jack  take  a  fish  I  was 
landing,  but  I  never  saw  an  eel  try  to  rob  a  jack  of  his 
prey.  I  wish  Mr.  Watmough  had  caught  the  pair. — 
Ed.] 


MAY  PLY  ON  THE  PETRILL. 

Dear  Mr.  Mahston, — I  saw  one  May  Fly  on  the 
Petrill  at  Wreay  on  Thursday,  May  29.  At  this  time 
in  previous  years  I  have  seen  swarms,  and  the  black 
headed  gulls  having  grand  feasts. 

I  can  confirm  the  letter  cf  your  correspondent  re 
"Fishing  on  the  Caldew,"  another  tributary  of  the 
Eden.  This  is  a  very  swift-running  stream,  about 
twenty  feet  wide,  and  is  generally  swarming  with 
trout,  but  is  very  much  abused  by  netting  and  poisoning. 
This  river  is  leased  by  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association. 
— Yours  tiu'y,  H.  H.  Hodgkisson. 

Carlisle. 

P.S. — The  Carlisle  Association  have  leased  and  got 
possession  of  one  and  a  half  miles  of  water  (Corby 
Castle)  on  the  Eden  after  June  21.  This  is  a  grand 
stretch  from  Wetheral  to  Warwick  Bridge,  one  bank, 
the  other  private. 


A  BACKWARD  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  fish  are 
very  backward,  and  up  to  May  24  I  have  seen  only  one 
report  cf  a  rise  of  May  Fly.  Unless  there  is  a  very 
great  change  in  the  weather,  and  that  very  soon,  I 
calculate  that  on  the  opening  day  a  large  number  of 
fish  will  not  have  spawned,  and  even  those  that  have 
will  be  in  a  wretchedly  weak  state,  roach  and  bream 
especially  being  rough  on  the  scales,  unfit  to  take  and 
slimy.  I  appeal  to  good,  true,  and  feeling  anglers  to 
stay  their  hand  for  at  least  a  fortnight  beyond  June  16. 
Depend  upon  it,  taking  such  fish  as  roach,  barbel, 
perch,  chub,  bream,  carp,  and  tench  is  killing  the 
goose  with  the  golden  eggs  with  a  vengeance.  Sports- 
men do  not  shoot  partridges  in  May,  nor  wild  duck  in 
June,  and  anglers,  under  no  pretence  whatever,  should 
catch  fish  full  of  spawn.  If  it  is  essential  to  one's 
existence  that  one  must  fish,  then  one  can  [still  try 
one's  hand  on  our  old  slippery  friend  the  eel. 

With  respect  to  roach,  one  author  says :  "  The 
spawning  season  is  usually  about  June,  and  it  takes 
quite  six  weeks  for  them  to  regain  condition."  I  know 
of  nothing  much  more  repulsive  than  taking  fish  in  a 
weakly,  sickly,  and  emaciated  condition.  For  instance, 
perch  as  white  as  milk,  roach  as  flabby  as  a  dishclout, 
and  bream  as  red  and  rough  as  a  nutmeg  grater. 

The  same  author  says  re  bream  :  "  Chiefly,  however, 
the  spawning  takes  place  in  June  or  July,  not  May, 
amongst  rushes  and  weeds,  each  female  fish  accom- 
panied by  three  or  four  males."  "  Chub,  again,  spawn 
in  May,  and  afterwards  in  Juoe  stay  for  a  week  or  two 
in  the  swift  running  shallows  to  scour  themselves." 
Even  the  gudgeon  does  not  spawn  until  May,  and  the 
same  author  says  :  "  Gudgeon  fishing  begins  about  the 
end  of  June,  provided  the  weather  is  warm." 

Shoals  of  roach  will  not  have  spawned  unless  there  is 
a  very  great  change  in  the  weather  ;  and  with  respect 
to  barbel,  another  practical  angler  says:  "Large 
catches  of  barbel  are  frequently  made  in  the  Thames 
on  June  16,  the  opening  day  of  the  season."  I  earnestly 
hope  that  every  fish  will  be  returned.  If  full  of  spawn 
so  much  the  better,  and  if  not,  they  are  only  fit  for 
pige.  I  have  seen  barbel  entirely  without  the  lovely 
sheen  they  display  when  in  grand  condition.  "  After 
epawoing,"  says  a  thoroughly  practical  angler,  "  they 


lie  in  a  weak,  sickly,  and  torpid  state  for  a  week  or 
two,  and  should  not  be  molested  for  a  month.  In  the 
latter  end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July,  while  he  is  in 
the  rapid  streams,  he  affords  the  angler  first-rate 
sport."  Any  sportsman  taking  several  other  creatures 
I  could  mention  in  the  low,  sickly,  helpless  state  as 
described  above,  would  be  turned  out  of  club  society. 
Carp. — The  best  months  for  carp  fishing  are  FelD., 
March,  April,  July,  August,  and  Sept. — May  and  June 
you  see  are  quite  ignored.  Take  our  dark  yet  hand- 
some friend  the  tench.  Willoughby  says  :  "  The  tench 
spawns  when  the  wheat  is  iu  blossom,"  which  is 
invariably  true.  "  The  homely  saying  '  Mad  as  a 
March  hare,'  might  have  an  equally  forcible  analogue 
iu  as  'Mad  as  a  June  tench,'  for  mad  or  foolish  they 
are  at  this  interesting  time  "  ;  but  they  are  not  more 
mad  than  the  poacher  who  would  destroy  them. — 
Yours  truly.  Old  Pax. 


FISHING  ON  THE  NITH  AND  ANNAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  issue  of  May  17,  and 
to  "  Trout  Fishing  in  Scotland  Wanted,"  page  348,  if 
the  following  is  any  good  to  "M.D."|he  is  quite 
welcome  to  it. 

I  had  fair  sport  on  the  Nith  at  Thornhill,  Dumfries- 
shire, last  summer,  and  stayed  with  Mrs.  Brown,  of 
Drumlanrig-street,  Thornhill.  The  rooms  I  occupied 
were  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  attention 
excellent. 

I  intend  to  go  up  on  the  Annan  this  year,  and  if  any 
of  your  readers  happen  to  know  of  a  place  (other  than 
a  hotel)  at  which  I  could  stop  I  should  be  very  much 
obliged  if  they  would  kindly  inform  me  through  your 
columns. — Yours  truly,  W.  T.  Hendry. 


THE  VIENNA  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 
Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  pro- 
gramme referring  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  to  be 
held  at  Vienna  in  1902,  from  Sept.  6  to  Sept.  21  next, 
and  to  request  you  the  favour  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  this  exhibition.    Intending  exhibitors 
should  apply  to  the  British  Consul-General  in  Vienna 
for  further  ioformation.    Pray  accept  my  best  thanks 
for  your  courtesy,  and  believe  me,  yours  obediently, 
F.  Stockinger, 
Director  of  the  Commercial  Department  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  Embassy  in  London. 
[I  have  already  given  particulars  about  this  ex 
hibition. — Ed.] 


RE  PROPOSED  BOHEMIAN  CONCERT,  T  A.P.S. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  received  letters  from 
various  quarters,  suggesting  that  the  end  of  May,  or  the 
early  part  of  June,  will  be  rather  late  to  hold  the 
proposed  concert,  for  two  reasons.  Firstly,  the  secre- 
taries of  the  outlying  clubs  experience  great  difficulty 
in  getting  in  touch  with  their  members  at  that  time  of 
the  year ;  secondly,  the  days  are  long,  and  the  weather 
probably  too  warm  for  a  smoker.  (Messrs.  Wade  and 
Woodruff  support  these  views.)  Therefore  I  hope  to 
take  this  matter  up  in  the  autumn,  making  the  fixture 
about  the  third  week  in  October. 

Thanking  you  for  your  cordial  and  powerful  aid. — 
Yours  truly,  Fred.  Berry. 

Croydon. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  SPEY 
NEAR  NETHY  BRIDGE  AND  DISTRICT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you,  or  any 
of  your  readers,  can  give  me  any  hints  re  the  kind  of 
fly  which  suits  this  river  in  the  middle  of  July  the 
best,  as  I  hope  to  be  fishing  in  this  district  during  that 
month  with  a  friend.  Can  the  river  be  fished  from 
the  bank,  or  is  it  necessary  to  wade  ?  I  should  also 
like  to  know  if  the  banks  are  wooded,  giving  plenty  of 
cover  ?  Is  the  river  very  deep  at  summer  level,  and 
are  there  some  good  "tumbles"  over  stones  where 
one  would  find  fish  feeding  at  the  bottom  of  these 
small  bits  of  rough  water  ?  Any  other  information 
which  would  be  useful  to  me  I  should  be  glad  to  have, 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly  give  it. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  S.  Colquhoun. 


THE  "EMSLIE"  JOINT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  expected  letter  from 
Mr.  Hardy  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  May  24.  It 
seems  that  when  novelties  in  rods  or  rod  jcints  appear 
we  are  almost  sure  to  be  informed  they  have  been  long 
in  use  in  Alnwick.  I  don't  believe  there  was  a  joint 
identical  to  mine  in  use  twenty  years  ago  in  Alnwick 
or  anywhere  else,  and  I  should  require  proof  before 
doing  so.  Regarding  the  five  year  old  rod,  perhaps 
Mr.  Hardy  might  send  me  the  rod,  when  I  should  then 
have  something  to  say  about  the  joints. 

I  retired  from  the  volunteer  service  three  years  ago 
with  my  rank  and  uniform,  and  hold  the  long  service 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Cataloquk  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


medal,  so  I  think  you  will  admit  I  should  know  about 
the  Snider  bayonet  joint.  The  arrangement  of  this 
joint  is  different  from  mine.  The  male  ferrule  of  my 
joint  contains  the  locking  pin,  and  the  femile  ferrule 
has  the  locking  ring.  With  the  rifle  in  question  it  is 
different. 

If  my  joint  is  oiled  there  will  never  be  any  difficulty 
in  disconnecting.  They  have  been  in  use  here  for 
some  time,  and  work  splendidly.  I  have  at  the  present 
moment  one  of  Mr.  Hardy's  cane  rods,  sent  me  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  off  his  joint  and  putting  on  mine. 
The  rod  belongs  to  an  old  practical  angler.  I  am 
convinced  my  joint  is  a  good  one,  and  had  Mr.  Hardy's 
joint  of  twenty  years  ago  been  similar,  we  would  have 
heard  more  of  it,  and  no  doubt  it  would  still  have 
been  in  demand. — Yours  truly,       •        S.  Emslie. 

20,  Barrack-street,  Dundee. 

[I  hope  Messrs.  Hardy  will  send  the  old  rod  to  Mr. 
Emslie ;  it  is  not  pleasant  to  find  one's  ideas  are  not 
quite  new,  but  I  think  Mr.  E.  will  have  to  admit  that 
the  difference  between  his  and  the  similar  Hardy  lock- 
fast joint  (not  the  spiral)  is  very  slight. — Ed  ] 


NORWEGIAN  FISHING  L.\W. 

[A  CORRECTIOJJ.] 

In  Mr.  Beyer's  letter  last  week  on  this  subject,  in 
the  sentence,  "  Herr  Dahl  proposes  that  the  Storthing 
shall  release  the  legal  size  of  thesei  nets'  meshes," 
the  word  "  release  "  should  be  "  reduce." — [Ed.] 

MR.  JARDINE'S  ARTICLES. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  last  issue  Mr.  Jardine,  under 
the  heading  of  "Anglers  I  have  Known  and  Fished 
With,"  places  on  record,  without  one  word  of  protest, 
the  very  unsportsmanlike  behaviour  of  two  of  his 
late  friends.  The  first  obtained  permission  to  fish  a 
private  water  for  pike,  and  after  capturing  991b.  weight 
of  fish,  without  returning  one,  would  still  further  have 
depleted  this  water  had  uot  the  owner  ordered  him 
to  "  put  up  his  rod  and  tackle,  as  he  had  caught 
quite  enough  to  satisfy  anyone."  Mr.  Jardine's  only 
comment  is  that  he  saw  the  fine  fish,  and  he  thinks 
they  were  a  record. 

The  next  instance  is  far  worse.  Another  "  old 
friend"  of  Mr.  Jardine  "who  had  a  great  deal  of  the 
simple,  kindly,  Waltonian  feeling"  in  him,  seeing  a 
fine  trout  iu  some  water  where  he  had  no  leave  to  fish, 
put  a  minnow  over  it  and  hooked  it.  The  miller 
whose  water  he  was  fishing  informed  him  he  was 
"  trespassing,  and  moreover  bad  caught  his  pet  trout, 
which  he  fed  regularly  every  day."  This  simple,  kindly 
Waltonian  "  expressed  great  regret  for  having  hooked 
the  pet  trout,  which  he  would  carefully  unhook  and 
replace  in  the  water."  He  then,  as  I  maintain,  with 
execrable  taste,  asked  the  miller  to  show  no  ill-feeling, 
but  to  join  in  a  draught  from  his  whiskey-flask  and  to 
accept  a  cigar,  knowing  all  the  time  that  he  had 
ensured  the  death  of  the  fish,  as  he  afterwards  told 
Mr.  Jardine,  when  in  the  train,  that  while  extracting 
the  hooks  "  he  inserted  his  thumb  into  the  trout's 
gill  cover  and  cut  two  or  three  of  the  gill  branchia; 
with  his  thumb-nail,  knowing  it  would  then  bleed  in 
the  water,"  etc.,  and  so  enable  him  later  on  to  creel 
(or  steal)  the  miller's  pet  fish.  Mr.  Jardine  then 
says  that  this  angler  "  was  always  rather  reticent  as  to 
where  he  got  sport."    I  can  quite  believe  this. 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Jardine,  I  should  say  that  he 
states  that  this  killer  of  pet  trout  was  known  to  his 
friends  as  "the  scaly  painter  " — I  agree  he  was  more 
"  scaly  "  than  "  kind."  Is  it  any  wonder  that  owners 
of  good  fishing  are  getting  more  and  more  chary  of 
granting  a  day's  permit,  when  one  of  our  greatest 
anglers  sees  fit  to  publish  such  facts  as  these  without 
condemnation? — Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 

[It  certainly  seems  as  if  Mr.  A.  J.  had  not  much 
respect  for  some  of  his  old  friends'  memories,  or  he 
would  not  "  give  them  away  "  as  he  does.  Possibly  he 
gives  the  anecdotes  as  a  warning  to  others. — Ed  J 

HOW  TO  MAKE  THE  PIKE  BITE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  little  time  back  I  read  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  something  anent  shooting  pike  in  Ireland. 
How  will  this  do  for  Norfolk  ?  While  travelling  by 
rail  I  was  obliged  to  wait  at  a  little  country  station. 
Getting  into  conversation  with  the  porter,  I  asked 
him  how  the  fishing  was  getting  on  (knowing  that  there 
was  a  club  for  fly  fishers  in  the  neighbourhood). 
"  Oh,"  he  replied,  "  we  don't  get  much  fishing  nowa- 
days.   Our  great  fisherman  is  dead,  but  Mr.  Walter 

 came  down  last  week  at  evening  time  and  shot 

four  pike.    Good  'uns,  they  were." — Yours  truly. 

May  30.  Douglas  Dbaios. 

TROUT  OR  SEA-TROUT  IN  THE  HEBRIDES. 

Dear  Sib,— Can  you  inform  me  if  any  fishing,  trout 
or  sea-trout,  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  Hebrides  in 
August?  Myself  and  a  friend  are  anxious  to  have 
some  fishing  in  that  month,  and  would  be  much 
obliged  for  any  information  in  regard  to  the  sport  to 
be  obtained.— Yours  truly,  H.  G.  Sanuuman, 

Commander  R.N. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Oontenta,  see  page  405.] 

The  Fishing  Gazetth  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  bo 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smitli  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Taclde 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    54.  id. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2«.  Hd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12«.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  45.  per  inch  of  single  column  (i  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  In  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektisembnt  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Wednesday,  June  25,  in  consequence  of  the 
Coronation  holidays.  All  communications  in- 
tended for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  St. 
Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on  Tuesday 
morning,  June  24. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Sad  Death  op  Me.  Edgar  E.  S.  Bartleet. 

Too  late  to  do  more  than  mention  it,  I  hear  the 
very  sad  news  of  the  death,  through  being  run  over 
by  a  train,  of  Mr.  Edgar  E.  S.  Bartleet,  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
Bartleet  cSi  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills,  Eedditch.  I  hope 
to  give  further  particulars  next  week. 


Official  Information  Eespecting  Eesults  of 
Artificial  Cultivation  of  Salmon  in  America. 
I-  Although  disappointment  has  attended  some 
attempts  to  restock  salmon  rivers  artificially,  it  is 
absolutely  certain  that  under  favourable  conditions, 
and  even  in  rivers  where  the  natural  spawning  beds 
are  destroyed,  or  the  natural  supply  is  unequal  to 
man's  demands  on  it — it  is  absolutely  certain  that 
excellent  results  can  be  and  are  obtained  from 
artificial  stocking — English,  German,  and  American 
experiments  which  I  have  recorded  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  past  years  amply  prove  this. 

Heariog  recently  that  doubt  had  been  thrown 
on  the  matter  as  far  as  American  experiments  were 
concerned,  I  wrote  to  the  United  States'  Fisheries 
Commissioner,  and  he  very  kindly  replies  as  follows. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  but  for  artificial 
restocking  the  salmon  canning  industry  which 
supplies  all  the  world  with  canned  salmon  would 
have  destroyed  the  fisheries  by  this  time. 

"Washington,  D.C.,  May  26,  1902. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Your  letter  of  April  26, 
making  further  inquiries  about  rivers  which  have 
been  stocked  artificially  with  salmon,  is  acknow- 
ledged.   In  reply  you  are  advised  that  efforts  were 


made  to  restock  the  Delaware,  Hudson,  and 
Merrimac  rivers  with  salmon,  and  with  very 
encouraging  results,  Three  or  four  years  after  the 
plants  were  made  many  large  salmon  were  taken 
In  the  nets  near  the  mouths  of  the  above-named 
rivers,  but  it  was  found  that  the  construction  of 
dams  for  commercial  purposes  and  the  pollution  of 
the  streams  from  factories  had  destroyed  the  natural 
spawning  grounds,  and  any  proposed  establishment 
of  salmon  fisheries  in  these  waters  must  depend 
entirely  upon  artificial  propagation.  For  this  reason 
the  work  was  not  kept  up. 

"  In  the  Penobscot  river  the  salmon  were  never 
entirely  depleted,  but  the  salmon  fishery  was 
rapidly  deteriorating.  Operations  in  artificial 
propagation  of  the  salmon  to  stock  this  river  were 
for  many  years  unsuccessful  in  stemming  the  tide 
of  deterioration  brought  on  by  obstructions  in  the 
river  and  by  excessive  fishing,  both  lawful  and 
unlawful.  In  1901  there  was  a  turn  in  the  tide, 
and  that  year  the  product  of  the  fishery  suddenly 
doubled.  This  increase  in  tbe  fishery  corresponds 
with  a  sudden  enlargement  of  the  scale  of  fish 
cultural  operations  in  1898  and  1897,  and  it  is 
entirely  reasonable  to  attribute  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  salmon  taken  to  artificial  work.  There 
is  little  doubt  but  that  the  salmon  fishery  in  that 
river  would  now  be  extinct  had  it  not  been  for 
artificial  propagation. 

"  On  the  Pacific  coast,  where  the  quinnat  salmon 
is  propagated  on  a  very  large  scale,  it  is  probable 
that  the  immense  cannery  industries  would  practi- 
cally destroy  the  fisheries  in  many  rivers  were  it 
not  for  artificial  propagation. 

"  If  the  streams  you  desire  to  stock  with  salmon 
have  not  been  ruined  by  pollution  or  artificial 
obstructions,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the 
fisheries  cannot  be  kept  up  successfully  by  artificial 
propagation. — Yours  truly, 

"  Geo.  M.  Bowers,  Commissioner." 


Mr.  J.  E.  Miller's  May  Flies. 
Too  late  for  notice  last  week  I  received  some 
first-class  May  Flies  from  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of 
Leeds,  including  "  The  Hodson,"  "  Mitchell's 
Costa,"  "  Lea's  Derwent."  These  are  dressed 
both  as  up-wing  floaters  and  as  flat-wing  spent 
flies  ;  the  latter  are  very  killing  when  the  fish  are 
taking  the  spent  fly  as  it  comes  down  on  the  sur- 
face with  its  wings  flat  on  the  water  and  dead  or 
almost  dead.  When  the  fish  do  take  the  fly  when 
coming  down  in  this  way  they  take  it  madly  and 
will  not  look  at  a  fly  floating  with  wings  cocked, 
and  it  is  always  well  to  have  a  few  artificial  repre- 
sentations of  the  spent  fly.  Mr.  Miller's  are  first- 
rate  ;  those  with  steel  blue  points  of  hackles  are 
specially  good  as  representing  the  transparent 
glassy  wings  of  the  fly.  The  "  Grey  Friar  "  is  also 
good.  Mr.  Miller  also  sends  me  samples  of  his 
first-rate  "  Marston"  May  Fly  cast,  made  through- 
out with  best  selected  natural  gut.  I  have  had 
great  sport  when  using  these  fine  but  strong 
casts. 


Lord  Eidley,  who  has  been  fishing  the  Castle 
Water  at  Aboyne  on  the  Dee,  has  not  had  great 
sport,  although  it  improved  towards  the  end,  when 
he  got  most  of  his  fish  on  Messrs.  Wm.  Brown  and 
Co.'s  No.  3  double  hook  "  Logic."  Messrs.  Brown 
are  the  original  inventors  of  the  celebrated  "  Phan- 
tom "  spinning-bait  now  used  all  over  the  world. 


Trout  take  Moles. 

Mr.  Dean  Sage,  writing  on  May  30  from  Albany 
to  me,  says  : — 

"  A  grandson  of  mine  and  his  father  are  just 
back  from  trout  fishing  in  an  Adirondack  lake.  It 
was  the  boy's  first  experience,  and  as  it  was  too 
cold  for  the  trout  to  take  a  fly  he  used  a  worm  and 
caught  forty-two  trout  from  Jib.  to  l^lb.  This,  of 
course,  is  not  interesting,  but  I  think  what  follows 
is,  namely :  In  cleaning  these  trout  nine  of  them  were 
found  to  contain  ten  garden  moles  full  grown — one 
trout  having  two  in  his  stomach.  The  shores  of 
the  lake  were  rocky  and  uncultivated  for  the  most 
part,  making  them,  one  would  say,  peculiarly 
unattractive  for  moles.  It  would  seem  that  a 
mole  was  about  as  imlikely  to  take  to  the  water, 
voluntarily,  as  a  trout  would  be  to  follow  the 
creature  to  her  hole  on  land." 


To  tell  the  Weight  of  Trout  from  theie 
Length. 

Mr.  Henry  P.  Wella,  in  his  most  valuable  work 
"  Fly-rods  and  Fly-tackle,"  advises  the  angler  to 
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make  a  note  in  his  fly  book  of  the  following  scale 
for  showing  the  approximate  weight  of  a  trout  "  in 
normal  condition  "  from  its  length 

9  inches  = 

Hi  » 
13  „ 
14 

15  „ 

16  „  = 

17  „ 

18  „ 

I  have  a  31b.  Loch  Leven  trout  which  I  caught 
in  the  Wandle  (one  of  some  I  put  in  as  yearlings 
from  Howietoun),  its  length  is  19in. ;  also  a  5Jlb. 
trout  which  I  caught  in  the  Test,  length  22iin. 
It  will  be  seen  these  figures  answer  very  closely  to 
the  scale  given  by  Mr.  Wells,  which  seems  to  be 
more  accurate  than  the  table  given  by  Burgess  in 
his  little  work  on  "Angling."  Burgess  gives  the 
weights  for  length  of  many  other  fish,  and  I  will 
reprint  it  again  if  anyone  would  like  to  have  it, 
though  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  found  it  very 
accurate.  It  would  be  interesting  if  anglers, 
and  perhaps  some  of  our  pisciculturists,  would 
test  the  scale  of  Mr.  Wells,  given  above,  and  send 
me  particulars  for  publication.  Measurement  is 
from  end  of  nose  to  the  extreme  end  of  tail.  Mr. 
Wells  says : — 

"As  the  size  increases,  the  margin  of  possible 
error  increases.  If  the  fish  is  not  over  19in.  long, 
and  is  in  normal  condition,  neither  unusually  tliin 
nor  unusually  hog-backed,  the  table  will  probably 
give  its  real  weight  within  an  ounce  one  way  or  the 
other." 

A  short  thick  fish  will,  of  course,  weigh  much 
more  than  a  longer  one  which  is  comparatively 
thin. 

The  first  mention  of  a  trout's  length  and  weight 
which  I  have  seen  since  writing  this  note  is  the 
following  from  the  American  Field  of  May  24.  It 
will  be  seen  that  this  22in.  fish  ought  to  have 
weighed  4|lb.  instead  of  only  31b. 

"  The  anglers  of  Eapid  City,  S.  D.,  and  vicinity 
have  had  excellent  trout  fishing  this  spring  in 
Eapid  Creek,  it  is  reported.  The  largest  trout 
taken  from  that  stream  this  year  was  a  3-pounder 
that  measured  22in.  in  length.  McEae  Hartgering 
was  the  Eapid  City  fisherman  who  was  so  lucky  as 
to  land  the  big  trout  and  have  the  pleasure  of 
exhibiting  the  fish."  E.  B.  Marston. 


THE  SEASON  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE. 


With  every  blink  of  sunshine  sport  revives,  but 
every  hour  of  such  acceiDtable  weather  is  followed 
by  days  of  cold  rain  and  samples  of  all  the  climatic 
conditions  in  Nature.  The  result  is  that  now  and 
again  a  good  basket  is  made  and  chiefly  to  the  fly, 
but  the  majority  of  anglers  are  all  out  of  it.  On 
the  Carlogie  Dee  water  the  other  week  two  fine 
fish  were  got  by  Sir  H.  Meredith  and  one  or  two  by 
other  anglers,  but  for  twenty  miles  above  and  below 
blanks  were  the  order  of  the  day  for  two  weeks  on 
end.  The  same  state  of  matters  prevails  on  most 
of  the  trouting  waters.  On  one  section  of  the  Don 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  Cautley,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a 
fine  basket  of  twenty-three  trout,  one  B^lb.,  while 
other  two  experts  alongside  of  him  had  only  seven 
and  five  respectively,  weighing  half  as  many  pounds. 
On  the  Bervie  an  angler  creeled  forty-three  trout 
one  day  and  only  five  and  three  on  the  succeeding 
days.  This  eccentric  state  of  matters  prevents 
anything  like  accurate  reports  being  sent  abroad, 
and  altogether  anyone  coming  North  must 
"  chuck  and  chance  it." 

The  season  on  the  Dee  is  all  up  for  the  nonce 
except  on  the  mid-reaches,  where  a  good  run  of 
grilse  and  sea-trout  are  being  met  with.  On  the 
Glentana  and  other  good  waters  (highly  rented,  at 
least)  it  has  been  a  dead  failure.  G.  M. 


INJUSTICE  TO  SCHOOLBOY 
ANGLEKS. 


Truth  says:  " Eecently  a  bailiff  of  the  Axe 
Fishery  Board  detected  two  schoolboys,  both 
visitors  from  London,  in  the  heinous  crime  of 
fishing  in  the  river  Yarty  without  licences.  The 
boys  did  not  know  that  they,  were  infringing  the 
law,  and  a  solicitor  wrote  to  the  Board  on  their 
behalf,  explaining  that  they  had  erred  through 
ignorance,  and  suggesting  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
if  they  then  took  out  licences.   The  Board,  how- 
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ever,  preferred  to  prosecute,  and  the  case  came 
before  Messrs.  J.  I.  Scarborough,  S.  Sanders 
Stephen,  R.  Cornish,  and  G.  Evans,  and  Major 
Noel,  at  Axminster  Petty  Sessions.  These  gentry 
actually  fined  the  boys  10s.  each  and  costs,  amount- 
ing altogether  to  £i  2s.  I  hardly  know  which  is 
the  more  monstrous  and  contemptible — the  action 
of  the  Fishery  Board  in  summoning  a  couple  of 
schoolboys  under  such  circumstances,  or  the  action 
of  the  Devonshire  Shallows  in  inflicting  such 
outrageously  heavy  penalties." 

[If  the  facts  are  as  Truth  gives  them  we  can 
only  say  that  such  an  exhibition  of  "justice  "  only 
brings  the  magisterial  office  into  contempt.  The 
Fishery  Board,  at  any  rate,  ought  to  have  known 
better.— Ed.  F.  G.] 


ANGLEES  I  HAVE  KNOWN  AND 
FISHED  WITH. 


AN  AKTIFICIAL  SALMON  LOCH. 


The  river  Schochie  (a  tributary  to  the  famous 
salmon  river,  the  Tay,  Perthshire),  flows  through 
the  picturesque  estate  of  Archibald  Coates, 
Esq.,  and  at  Battleby  has  just  been  completed  a 
wonderful  dam  and  fish-pass  that  should  prove  an 
object-lesson  to  piscicultural  engineers  and  fish- 
culturists  generally.  Where  only  a  short  time  back 
flowed  a  stream  of  unpretentious  dimensions — 
quite  inaccessible  to  salmon — now  exists  a  splendid 
lake  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea-trout  in 


{Continued  from  page  367.) 

It  was  when  a  boy  of  nine  years  of  age  that  I 
caught  my  first  trout  in  the  mill-stream  at  Dartford 
Bridge ;  to  the  capture  of  this  fish  was  added  the 
experience  of  a  sound  thrashing  administered  by 
my  elder  brother,  who  was  ray  "  mentor  and  guide  " 
in  the  art  of  angling.  A  standard  rule  religiously 
observed  on  the  river  Darenth  was  to  return  all 
trout  under  ^Ib. ;  my  first  lacked  that  weight  by  a 
ioz.,  but  the  excitement  of  playing  and  landing  it 
made  myyoung  mind  magnify  it  into  at  least  a  pound 
fish.  The  thrashing  I  got  had  this  salutary  result, 
however — I  never  afterwards  retained  even  a  "half- 
pounder."  Previous  to  1850  the  Darenth  was  con- 
sidered to  be  the  best  trout  stream  in  England,  but 
now  what  a  "falling  off"  there  is  in  that  once 
lovely  little  river. 

Other  old  fi-iends  of  mine,  whose  company  I 
always  enjoyed  on  our  frequent  angling  excursions, 
were  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  for  nearly 
thirty  years  was  secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  and  the  late  Mr.'  Thomas 
Spreckley,  president  of  the  same  society.  We 
three  had  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  many  well 
stocked  private  waters,  among  others  those  of 
Ditton  Park  (the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's),  then  holding 


Battleby  Dam  and  Fish-tass. 


season,  and  with  a  magnificent  head  of  rainbow 
trout,  the  latter  grand  fellows  running  up  to  71b.  or 
81b.  in  weight ;  and,  big  as  they  are,  they  rise 
freely  to  the  artificial  fly  and  afford  excellent  sport 
for  Mr.  Coates  and  his  friends. 

All  this  has  been  brought  about  by  the  formation 
of  the  dam  and  fish-pass,  of  which  I  give  an 
illustration ;  and  the  valley  through  which  the 
Schochie  river  was  wont  to  pursue  its  noisy  course 
now  lies  buried  beneath  the  bosom  of  a  smiling 
lake  of  proud  proportions.  In  addition,  above  the 
lake,  the  river  has  been  dammed  back  at  different 
points,  and  in  this  manner  some  splendid  fishing 
pools — about  twenty  in  all — have  replaced  the 
tumbling  stream  of  years  ago. 

Such  is  the  result  of  the  estate  having  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  such  an  enthusiastic  and  skilful 
angler  as  Mr.  A.  Coates.  He  is  fortunate  in  being 
a  rich  man,  and  thus  expense  has  not  barred  the 
way  to  success.  But  other  equally  rich  men,  with 
similar  opportunities  to  form  a  valuable  fishery, 
neglect  to  do  so. 

The  erection  of  dams,  the  building  of  fish-passes, 
and  the  introduction  of  rainbow  trout  into  jSritish 
waters  are  matters  that  do  not  find  favour  with 
every  sportsman  ;  but  here,  at  least,  is  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  when  the  work  is  properly  handled. 

The  photo  was  taken  from  close  below  the  big 
fall  from  the  lake  (on  the  left),  and  the  entrance  to 
the  salmon  pass,  which,  by-the-bye,  works 
admirably,  and  was  erected  under  the  instructions 
of  Mr.  P.  D.  MallocV       Perth.  E.  S.  S. 


quantities  oF  jack  seldom  exceeding  81b.  or  101b.  in 
weight,  though  I  once  caught  a  pike  there  a  little 
over  191b. ;  Wood  Lake,  Osterley  Park  (the  Earl  of 
Jersey's);  and  "Shardiloes,"  near  Amersham,  where, 
when  Mr.  Brougham  was  with  me,  I  captured  my 
371b.  pike  on  snap-tackle.  We  also  spent  many 
successful  days  together  fishing  the  Thames  and 
Colne. 

About  the  year  1873  a  scheme  was  projected  to 
attempt  to  restock  the  Thames  with  salmon,  and 
several  gentlemen  interested  in  the  enterprise — 
including  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  curator  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium, 
Francis  Francis,  Mr.  Jno.  Walter,  proprietor  of 
the  Times,  Captain  Burstall,  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Brougham,  and  myself  (the  latter  three  being 
members  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society) — met  at  Sunbury  to  discuss  the  project. 
The  plan  proposed  was  to  capture  gravid 
"spawners"  and  "milters"  in  the  river  Severn, 
to  convey  them  in  large  tanks  of  water  by  Con- 
servancy steam  launch,  via  Severn  and  Thames 
Canal,  to  the  upper  portions  of  the  Thames,  and 
turn  the  fish  in  at  suitable  places,  such  as  Long 
Wittenham,  Sutton  Courtney,  Penton  Hook, 
Sunbury,  and  similar  quiet  backwaters.  To  im- 
pound the  salmon  by  placing  wire-netting  at  or 
on  top-weirs,  also  where  the  backwaters  debouched 
into  the  main  river,  and  to  leave  the  salmon  to 
make  their  "redds"  or  spawning-places.  After 
the  salmon  had  spawned,  to  remove  the  netting 


and  give  the  parent-fish  liberty  to  descend  to  the 
sea;  but  the  salmon-fry  would  be  kept  and  pro- 
tected within  the  backwaters  by  replacing  wire- 
netting  of  very  small  mesh,  until  the  young  fish, 
as  smolts,  had  acquired  the  instinct  to  seek  salt 
water,  to  return  in  due  time  as  grilse  to  the 
Thames.  Large  trout,  pike,  perch,  chub,  and  also 
swans,  ducks,  and  other  water-fowl— in  fact,  any- 
thing inimical  to  infant  salmon-life — would  have 
had  to  be  cleared  out,  and  kept  out  from  these 
salmon  nurseries. 

But  on  inspecting  these  backwaters,  and  other 
likely  localities,  it  was  found  that  most  of  the 
natural  places  where  the  introduced  salmon  might 
have  spawned  had  been  destroyed  by  dredging 
operations  of  the  most  reckless  and  unsatisfactory 
kind,  no  restrictions  having  been  enforced  as  to 
which  portions  of  the  river  "  dredgers  "  might  take 
their  gravels  and  ballast  from.  In  fact,  so 
thoroughly  had  these  people  scooped  out  the  bed 
of  the  Thames  that  the  consequence  was  the 
scheme  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Amongst  the  numbers  of  anglers  I  used  to  meet 
on  the  river  Wandle  were  Charles  Hudson  and 
Edward  Hardmet,  both  since  then  have  "  gone 
over  to  the  great  majority."  They  were  clever  fly 
fishers,  and  the  former,  who  had  the  entree  to  Mr. 
Gassiott's,  also  Mr.  Goad's,  very  excellent  portions 
of  that  stream,  in  one  season,  principally  evening 
fishing,  captured  over  400  brace  of  Wandle  trout. 
A  favourite  and  very  deadly  fly  invented  by 
him  was  called  the  "  Hudson  " ;  it  was  a  large 
alder,  built  rather  thin  with  flat  wings,  the  body 
was  ribbed  with  silver  tinsel,  and  it  had  a  tag  of 
peacock-green  herl ;  this  fly  was  fished  wet,  or  as  a 
sunk  fly.  The  Wandle  is  not  often  in  flood  and 
coloured.  In  1874,  aft  era  fortnight  of  heavy  rains, 
I  went,  on  May  24,  to  Gurney's  water,  where  I 
had  permission,  and  fished  the  swift  water  by  the 
culvert— the  stream  was  "running  full."  Com- 
mencing at  daybreak  I  fished  till  eight  o'clock 
and  used  a  "  Hudson  "  fly,  on  the  gut  of  which — close 
up  to  its  head— I  pinched  on  a  split  No.  4  shot  to 
sink  it  slightly  in  the  water.  I  cast  my  fly  into  the 
rapid  stream,  and  instantly  hooked  a  heavy  fish. 
The  trout  took  my  lure  like  "  savages,"  and  by 
eight  o'clock  I  had  nine  brace  weighing  32.ilb.  in 
my  pannier— the  two  largest  fish  were  31b.  6oz. 
and  3lb.  2oz.  They  were  "  weighed  in  "  and  duly 
accredited  at  my  angling  club. 

Many  of  my  readers  who  are  fly  fishers  have 
heard  of  G.  Selwyn  Marriott— he  departed  this  life 
but  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
skilful  of  anglers,  especially  in  the  art  of  fishing  a 
dry  fly,  and  it  was  a  "  liberal  education  "  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  watching  his  delicate  dexterity 
when  fishing  for  trout  of  the  Test,  Itchen,  or 
Kennet.  On  two  occasions  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  his  companion  on  the  two  last-named  rivers, 
and  the  pleasure  was  enhanced,  for  my  other  friend 
was  Francis  Francis. 

For  many  years  the  late  Mr.  Jas.  Jennings— a 
well-known  angler— rented  some'miles  of  the  Chess, 
a  capital  trout  river  in  Buckinghamshire.  His 
fishery  commenced  at  Chesham,  extended  to  nearly 
as  far  down-stream  as  Chenies,  including  several 
mill-tails,  the  "homes  "  of  fine  large  fish.  My  friend 
— Jas.  Jennings — was  both  generous  and  genial, 
delighting  in  having  a  companion  with  him  when 
fishing.  He  sometimes  invited  me  to  be  his  guest 
for  a  couple  of  days.  I  have  had  excellent  sport 
on  his  water,  as  the  following  instance  of  my  day's 
catch  on  May  22, 1882,  will  show— namely,  fourteen 
trout,  181b.  3oz. — the  largest  2lb.  3oz.  and  the 
smallest  lib.  3oz.  They  were  weighed  on  May  23 
at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  Ver  is  a  Hertfordshire  river  I  had  for 
many  years  its  owner's  permission  to  fish.  The 
late  Rev.  J.  J.  Manley,  M.A.,  author  of  "  Fish  and 
Fishing,"  was  my  frequent  companion  on  that 
"  classic "  stream,  whose  name  dates  back  for 
eighteen  centuries  to  the  Roman  occupation  of 
Britain,  and  of  Verulamium,  their  "City  on  the 
Ver."  I  have  already,  in  a  previous  part  of  this 
paper,  referred  to  pleasant  days  spent  with  my  old 
angling  companion  the  late  Mr.  J.  Knechtli.  On 
one  occasion  in  January,  during  very  cold  weather, 
he  and  I  went  to  fish  "  Kings-Fleet,"  Colonel 
Tomlin's  pike  water,  near  Felixstowe.  In  addition 
to  rod  and  tackle,  I  took  my  gun,  for  there  were 
plenty  of  wild  ducks  about.  In  order  to  approach 
some  birds  which  had  settled  amongst  a  large 
growth  of  reeds  and  rushes,  the  keeper  took  me  to 
what  he  called  "a  bridge";  it  was  merely  a 
narrow  plank  laid  across  a  deep  ditch,  12ft.  wide. 
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The  plank  was  slippery  from  frost ;  I  tried  the 
"  BlondiD  business,"  and  fell  off,  and  into  water  up 
to  my  neck.  Neither  Knechtli  nor  the  keeper 
could  help  me  for  laughing  at  my  mishap,  which 
occurred  at  one  o'clock  in  the  day  ;  our  conveyance 
was  not  due  until  four  o'clock,  and  we  had  to  drive 
three  miles  to  our  hotel  at  Felixstowe.  I  stripped, 
wrung  my  clothes,  drenched  them  with  whiskey,  of 
which  we  had  a  bottle,  poured  some  in  each  of  my 
thigh  boots,  then  dressed,  and  kept  myself  as  warm 
as  possible,  tramping  about  the  marsh  while  my 
corupanion  fished.  On  reaching  the  hotel  I  had  a 
hot  bath  and  then  to  bed,  got  up  at  seven  o'clock, 
put  on  dry  clothes,  ate  a  hearty  dinner,  and  enjoyed 
it  with  part  of  a  bottle  of  good  old  port ;  fished 
next  day,  caught  no  cold,  and  felt  no  worse  for  the 
"ducking."  A.  Jaedinb. 

(To  be  continued.) 


OPENING  OF  THE  COAESE  FISH- 
ING SEASON  ON  THE  THAMES 


The  coarse  fishing  season  opens  on  Monday,  and 
anglers  who  do  not  use  the  fly  rod  will  now  be  able 
to  try  for  roach,  dace,  barbel,  chub,  perch,  and 
pike.  The  two  latter  fish  are  not  in  condition  so 
early  in  the  year,  so  that  the  best  sport  is  had 
with  barbel,  chub,  and  bream.  Last  season  sport, 
as  a  rule,  was  extremely  poor  owing  to  the  lack  of 
rain.  Most  rivers  were  bright  and  low,  and 
although  a  fair  number  of  specimen  fish  were  caught, 
the  year's  results  were  much  below  the  average. 

Prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  excellent  as 
the  heavy  showers  of  May  and  the  early  part  of 
June  have  kept  the  Thames  well  supplied  with 
water,  and  the  consequence  is  there  should  be 
good  takes  of  fish  until  the  season  has  advanced 
to  mid- summer,  when  the  water  gets  warm  with 
the  sun  and  the  fish  go  off  the  feed. 

The  best  parts  of  the  river  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season  is  Teddington  Weir  for  barbel,  Kingston 
Bend  for  bream,  Molesey  Weir  for  barbel  and  chub, 
Walton  for  bream,  Shepperton  Old  ^Veir  for  chub, 
Windsor  for  barbel,  Marlow  for  chub — many  good 
fish  being  caught  there  on  the  fly — and  Henley  and 
Shiplake  for  large  chub  by  early  morning  fishing. 
Curiously  enough,  very  few  decent  roach  are  had 
in  the  Thames  in  the  early  part  of  the  season, 
and  when  the  river  gets  clear  and  low  the  tidal 
portions  seem  to  yield  improved  sport.  This,  no 
doubt,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  seldom  gets 
BO  bright  as  the  upper  reaches,  and  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  almost  an  absence  of  weeds  amongst  which 
the  fish  in  the  summer  time  find  insects  to  feed 
upon.  The  stream  is  also  not  quite  so  slack,  and 
the  effect  of  the  tide  seems  to  act  at  times  as  an 
appetiser. 

The  chub  fishing  on  the  Thames  is  not  so  good 
as  it  might  be,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches,  and 
this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  many  small  fish 
are  caught  in  the  shallows  by  whipping  with 
gentles,  or  on  the  fly,  and  being  just  sizeable  are 
retained  by  the  angler.  Some  people  even  mistake 
the  small  chub  for  dace,  and  thus  there  is  further 
destruction.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  chub  under 
2^1b.  is  scarcely  worth  retaining,  and  those  who 
wish  to  see  this  branch  of  the  sport  improve  would 
do  well  to  return  to  the  river  all  the  smaller  fish, 
even  it  they  do  exceed  the  legal  size  of  ten  inches. 

Perch  are  fortunately  on  the  increase  in  the 
river,  and  bream  of  a  respectable  size  are  likely  to 
be  more  numerous  this  year,  as  large  shoals  of  fish 
have  been  seen  priming.  Bream  swims  should,  if 
possible,  be  baited  beforehand.  It  is  believed  by 
those  who  fish  the  Thames  regularly  that  there 
will  be  a  good  barbel  season.  The  fish  appear  to 
be  leaping  in  many  parts  of  the  river,  and  especially 
below  the  weir  tails.  As  a  rule,  however,  the  fish 
which  have  been  seen  are  small,  but  nevertheless 
this  is  a  good  sign  that  barbel  are  on  the  increase 
in  the  river  as  well  as  perch,  despite  the  immense 
amount  of  fishing  the  river  has  to  withstand  and 
almost  an  entire  absence  of  restocking  work.  One 
cannot  expect  to  always  get  good  sport  if  no 
restocking  is  done  on  a  well  fished  river,  but 
Nature's  hand  has  been  at  work  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  so  that  with  heavy  water  at  the 
close  of  the  year  before  last  and  a  bright  and  dry 
season  last  year  many  fish  escaped  the  angler's 
lure,  and  are  still  in  the  river  to  afford  sport  in  the 
future. 

The  stations  on  the  river  which  are  most  likely 
to  be  patronised  on  the  opening  day  are  Tedding- 
ton weir,  the  Canbury  promenade  at  Kingston, 


Molesey  weir  and  the  back  bay,  Sunbury  weir, 
Walton  below  the  bridge,  Shepperton  in  the  old 
weir  pool  and  above  the  lock,  Chertsey  weir  and  at 
Laleham.  Teuton  Hook  and  Staines,  in  the  open 
water,  are  sure  to  be  well  patronised,  though  as  we 
get  higher  up  the  river  the  water  gets  clearer. 
In  some  quarters  camps  are  already  started 
on  the  islands,  and  as  many  of  the  Bohemians  who 
spend  their  leisure  in  this  manner  also  try  their 
hand  at  fishing,  especially  with  the  fly  rod  for  chub 
in  the  early  morning,  the  river  is  likely  to  be  fished 
in  many  stretches.  The  stretch  above  Windsor  is 
sure  to  be  tried,  but  the  jjending  law  case  is  likely 
to  keep  people  away  from  Maidenhead.  Marlow  is 
always  well  fished,  but  the  stretch  between  this 
and  Henley  is  seldom  so  well  patronised.  Henley 
itself  is  not  over  fished  and  usually  affords  good 
sport.  Reading  is  well  fished,  and  the  stretch  of 
water  in  this  district  usually  affords  good  roach 
fishing. 

For  bream  fishing  nothing  is  so  good  as  paste  as 


A  FINE  WESTMEATH  TEOUT. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  hon.  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  Preservation 
Society,  sends  us  the  photograph  of  a  7ilb.  trout, 
in  splendid  condition,  which  fought  for  consider- 
ably over  an  hour.  It  was  captured  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Gibson  on  Lough  Derravaragh,  MuUingar. 


THE   "  OCCASIONAL  TROUT." 


There  is  a  certain  fabled  fish  which,  as  a  rule, 
most  anglers  rank  with  the  giant  gooseberry,  the 
early  butterfly,  and  the  sea  serpent — I  refer  to  the 
"  occasional  trout."  For  myself,  however,  it  has 
always  had  a  strange  fascination,  and  at  this  season 
of  the  year  it  crops  up  with  me  as  frequently  as 
did  King  Charles'  head  with  Mr.  Dick.  In  Baedeker 
and  in  the  lesser  guide  books  it  flourishes  exceed- 
ingly ;  open  the  book  at  almost  any  country  town 


Front  a  jJuih  by"] 


7Jlb.  Teout  caught  by  Me.  J.  W.  Gibson. 


[.l/cssis.  Luke,  Berry  &  Son. 


a  bait  when  the  season  opens  ;  for  roach  and  dace 
gentles  are  often  successful,  especially  in  the  tidal 
portion  of  the  river,  whilst  a  gudgeon  or  a  minnow 
used  in  a  weir  will  often  secure  a  decent 
barbel,  perch,  or  chub  during  the  first  week  of  the 
season.  After  that,  a  marsh  worm  hooked 
through  the  head  by  a  roach  hook  will  often  be 
found  an  excellent  bait.  I  hear  that  a  carp, 
estimated  to  weigh  101b.  or  121b.,  has  been  seen  at 
Surbiton  Sewer,  but  as  about  four  punts  will  be 
anchored  there  on  the  opening  day  the  carp  may 
soon  leave  the  neighbourhood. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


in  England,  and  following  upon  a  description  of  the 
arts  and  crafts  of  the  place  will  be  found  "  Amuse- 
ments,' '  and  among  them  probably ' '  fishing,"  though 
what  amusement  the  average  sightseer  finds  in  fishing 
I,  as  a  keen  angler,  do  not  understand.  "  Every 
visitor,"  says  our  guide,  "  should  spend  an  hour 
by  the  canal.  Here,  amid  rural  surroundings,  yet 
still  within  sight  of  our  ancient  city,  good  sport 
may  be  enjoyed  with  such  finny  denizens  of  its 
crystal  depths  as  roach,  perch,  and  bream,  whilst 
if  the  reader  prefer  to  wield  a  fly  rod  he  may  find 
an  occasional  trout  to  reward  his  patience  and 
dexterity." 

Again,  "  Leaving  the  town  by  the  old  Roman 
road,  a  pleasant  walk  through  flowery  meads  and 
leafy  dells  " — the  sixpenny  guide  book  is  nothing 
if  not  eloquent — "  wUl  bring  the  intelligent  reader 
to  the  river,  '  slow  flowing  by  many  a  tortuous 
bend  distraught ' ;  here  may  be  lured  the  wily 
roach,  tbe  mighty  pike,  the  silvery  dace,  the  pope, 
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and  " — continues  our  informant,  with  better  inten- 
tion than  accuracy — "  the  ruff."   A  few  more  lines 
of  a  like  nature,  and  then  the  sentence  is  rounded 
off  with  the  satisfactory  information   that   "  in 
addition  to  the  fish  already  mentioned  an  occa- 
sional trout  may  sometimes  be  had."     It  is  many 
years  since  I  first  heard  of,  and  determined  to 
catch  one,  of  these  mysterious  fish.    I  was  on 
a   holiday,   and  had   set   out    with    the  fixed 
intention  of  sightseeing,  meaning  to  spend  all  my 
three  weeks  in  castles,  old  churches,  historical 
buildings,  and  museums.   Home  influence  had  been 
brought  to  bear,  and  my  ignorance  of  the  above- 
mentioned  "  objects  of  interest  "  very  clearly  and 
properly  pointed  out  to  me,  so  I  had  yielded  to 
gentle  persuasion,  accepted  a  generous  tip,  left  all 
my  fishing-tackle  at  home,  and  started  off  in  a 
chastened  and  subdued  state  of  mind.    In  my  bag 
was  much  literature,  placed  there  by  a  thoughtful 
relative   to   make    my  journey  pleasant — good, 
soimd,  sensible  literature  of  an  instructive  and 
useful  nature — "  The  Romans  in  Britain,"  "  Early 
English  Pottery,"  "  Gothic  Architecture  as  com- 
pared with  Norman,"  "  The  Stone  Age,"  and  so 
on,  while  for  lighter  reading  and  relaxation  there 
were  several  guide-books,  and  the  blame  that  my 
serious  holiday  became  a  merry  angling  jaunt  is 
entirely  due  to  these  latter.  Glancing  idly  through 
the  first  that  came  to  hand  the  word  "  fishing  " 
caught  my  eye.     I  shut  the  book  up  hastily 
and  put  away  temptation,  but  opening  another 
"fishing"  appeared  again;  and  so  it  was  in  all. 
They  each  had  something  to  say  of  the  occasional 
trout,  and   by  the  time  my  journey's  end  was 
reached  all  good  intentions  had  vanished,  and  my 
one  idea  was  to  capture  that  fish.    The  same 
evening  saw  me  in  the  local  tackle-shop  shamelessly 
spending  the  tip  that  was  to  have  paid  my  entrance 
to   museums   innumerable  on  a  rod,  line,  reel, 
hooks,  flies,  and  spinning  baits  of  every  sort  and 
kind.  I  have  seldom  had  a  more  enjoyable  holiday. 
Oh,  the  happy  hours  and  days  down  by  the  river- 
side fishing  for  that  mythical  trout ;  and  oh,  the 
interesting  letters  I  wrote  home,  telling,  in  guide- 
book language — they  were  copied  from  it  word  for 
word — of  my  visits  to  such  places  as  I  thought 
most  likely  to  please  the  fond  relations. 

I  believed  in  that  fish,  and  remember  well  the 
first  time  I  tried  for  it ;  careful  inquiries  had,  of 
course,  been  made  overnight.  Being  locally  famous, 
its  haunt  was  well  known  to  every  rustic,  but  as 
each  named  a  different  spot  it  appeared  to  have  as 
many  homes  as  the  gipsies,  who  have  the  wide 
earth  for  dwelling-place  and  "  for  roof  the  sky." 
It  soon  became  known  that  a  gentleman  was 
trying  for  the  trout,  and  in  a  short  time  I  was  the 
central  figure  of  a  small  crowd  ;  they  watched  my 
fishing  closely  and  criticised  each  cast  with  out- 
spoken and  pleasing  candour. 

"Ah,"  said  one,  as  I  dropped  a  Devon  minnow 
nicely  into  a  deep  pool  under  the  opposite  bank — 
"  Ah,  that's  where  owd  Passon  Darley  were  nigh 
upon  drovraed."  "  Aye  pulled  un  in,  it  did,"  said 
another.  Hearing  this  I  stood  back  a  little  and 
made  quite  sure  of  my  footing  before  the  next  cast. 
Nothing  happened,  however,  and  the  crowd,  who 
were  still  harping  on  their  cheerful  anecdote,  were 
evidently  disappointed,  having,  I  suppose,  expected 
me  to  fall  in  and  break  my  rod,  or  provide  amuse- 
ment in  some  shape  or  other.  "  The  hooks  that 
'ere  fish  carries  about  wi'  un  'ud  buy  me  a  new  suit 
amost,"  one  rustic  told  me  ;  while  another  added, 
"  You  try  him  wi'  a  spoon-bait,  mister ;  he's  had 
too  many  o'  them  tin  mirmers  lately."  This  made 
a  laugh  in  which  I  joined,  and  thereby  brought 
about  more  friendly  relations.  Other  advice 
followed,  and  acting  upon  it  I  cast  into  a  likely 
looking  spot  between  the  weeds  ;  it  was  a  deep,  clear 
run  of  water  about  five  feet  across  and  bordered  on 
either  side  by  dense  beds  of  lilies,  so  neatly  and 
regularly  grown  as  almost  to  suggest  human  agency 
in  their  clipping  and  trimming.  I  reeled  slowly  in 
to  where  the  stream  widened  into  a  pool,  then  there 
came  a  sudden  check,  a  tightening  of  the  line,  a 
sharp  strike,  a  breathless  moment — "  Was  it '?  " 
"  Could  it  be  ?  "  Alas,  no  I  There  was  no  dart 
and  rush  of  a  heavy  trout ;  from  the  feel  I  knew  it 
was  a  jack,  a  nice  fish  though,  and  for  five  minutes 
he  played  well,  shaking  the  line  savagely  and  twice 
running  for  the  weed  bed  ere  I  bad  him  safely  in 
the  net.  He  was  held  up  for  inspection,  and  the 
rustics  pronounced  "  a  tidy  good  un."  The  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  of  "tin  minners  "  now  felt 
called  upon  to  amuse  the  company  again — "  It's 
fish  like  him  that  'ere  trout  feeds  on,"  said  he. 


"  Is  it,  well  in  another  minute  he'll  get  something 
a  good  deal  bigger  to  feed  on,"  I  answered,  crossly, 
for  I  was  still  rankling  under  a  sense  of  disappoint- 
ment. Our  wag  was  sensible  enough  to  join  in  the 
laugh  against  himself,  and  I  settled  quietly  down 
to  fishing  again.  All  this  happened  before  the  days 
when  I  kept  an'  '  angling  record,"  so  I  have  no 
other  log  but  memory  to  go  by,  but  if  I  remember 
rightly  I  fished  steadily  all  through  that  holiday, 
devoting  the  days  to  angling  and  the  evenings  to 
the  study  of  guide-books,  learning  descriptions  of 
places  I  was  supposed  to  have  visited ;  the  trout 
remained  uncaptured,  though  I  landed,  and  being 
out  of  season  returned,  all  manner  of  large  coarse 
fish  whilst  trying  for  him . 

Another  holiday  of  mine  was  spent  abroad  in 
much  the  same  manner  ;  it  was  to  be  a  tour  through 
picture  galleries,  miles  long,  and  ruins  centuries 
old — "instruction"  as  the  "home  circle"  said, 
"  blended  with  healthful  amusement." 

In  this  case  I  blame  Baedeker  ;  my  intentions  as 
before  were  good,  but  reading  the  book  through,  a 
day  or  so  previous  to  starting,  I  found  these 
remarkable  statements  :  "  The  streams  in  the 
Ardennes  teem  with  trout."  "Every  tourist 
should  pack  a  short  rod  in  his  knapsack."  "  The 
veriest  tyro  may  be  sure  of  obtaining  excellent 
sport."  This  settled  it,  and  I  privately  put  my 
tackle  together  and  secreted  it  under  all  my  clothes 
in  the  trunk.  Unfortunately  I  had  no  rod  that  would 
conveniently  "  pack  in  a  knapsack  "  ;  the  one  I  tried 
was  about  four  feet  long,  and  gave  me  somewhat 
the  appearance  of  being  trussed  and  ready  for 
roasting ;  also  projecting  as  it  did  about  a  foot  on 
each  side  it  would  have  led  to  undoubted  trouble 
anywhere  but  in  the  quietest  country  roads, 
so  I  gave  up  the  knapsack  idea  and  carried 
the  rod  in  the  usual  way.  Having  smoothed 
matters  at  home  by  explaining  that  I  could 
"  snatch  an  hoiu:  or  two  for  fishing  in  the  early 
morning  before  the  show  places  opened,"  I  started 
off  for  a  comfortable  angling  fortnight.  Baedeker 
proved  to  be  right ;  the  trout  were  there,  and  I, 
though  not  I  hope  quite  the  veriest  tyro,  certainly  did 
"obtain  excellent  sport,"  but  then  the  fish  ran  very 
small,  and  my  best  brace  weighed  only  12oz.  I 
came  to  one  river  where  feoarse  fish  swarmed,  and 
here  our  old  friend  the  "  occasional  trout,"  or,  as 
the  local  guide-book  described  him,  "  U>ie  Truite 
d' occasion,"  was  to  be  found,  and  here  also,  as  at 
home,  I  spent  many  days  in  unsuccessful  endeavour. 
It  has  a  wonderful  attraction  for  me  that  fabled 
fish  ;  if  it  appeared  only  in  advertisements, 
where  the  strictly  truthful  is  sometimes  sacrificed 
to  the  pleasantly  descriptive,  then  I  would  not 
put  such  belief  in  it,  but  a  guide  book — no, 
that  must  be  like  Cssar's  wife,  "  above  suspicion." 
I  have  at  different  times  hooked  "  occasional " 
boughs,  stumps,  weeds,  and  bystanders.  I 
have  neglected  museums,  old  buildings,  picture 
galleries,  and  ruined  monasteries,  and  so  far  that 
fish  is  still  free,  but  some  day,  somewhere,  I 
shall  catch  him,  and  then  fame  will  come  to  me, 
and  when  I  enter  the  smoking  room  of  a  certain 
fishing  club  I  know  of,  where  "  anglers  most  do 
congregate,"  a  momentary  silence  will  fall  upon 
the  company.  "  Who  is  that  ?  "  some  youngster 
will  whisper,  pointing  at  me.  "  That,"  his  com- 
panion will  say,  mightily  pleased  with  the  nod  I 
have  given  him,  "  is  the  man  who  hooked  and 
landed  the  occasional  trout."    Robert  Stanley. 


BIG  TAEPON  AND  SHAEK  LANDED 
ON  CASTLECONNELL  EODS. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  from  Messrs.  Enright  that 
their  rods  are  found  quite  equal  to  the  special  and 
very  expensive  American  rods  for  tarpon  fishing. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  one  of  their 
customers  who  is  fishing  in  Florida  : — 

"  Florida,  U.S.A.,  May  14. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  inform  you  that  the  six 
tarpon  rods  you  made  for  me  have  given  entire 
satisfaction.  The  heaviest  tarpon  I  have  killed 
up  to  date  weighed  1011b.,  but  I  have  had  several 
just  under  lOOlb.  To-day  I  landed  on  one  of  your 
rods  the  heaviest  shark  I  have  ever  seen  landed  on 
rod  and  line — he  was  1551b.  ;  he  was  a  very  thick- 
set fish.  The  rod  is  nothing  the  worse  for  it. 
We  have  lost  a  good  many  tarpon  being  seized  by 
huge  sharks  when  they  are  nearly  ready  for  gaffing 
ashore.  "  H.  L  (Major). 

"  John  Enright  &  Son." 


A  FEW  AKUN  SWIMS. 


In  fishing  the  Arun  it  is  possible  to  have  as  good 
sport  in  a  swim  one  has  never  tried  as  in  a  swim 
much  patronised  if  it  is  clear  of  debris,  so  that  one 
does  not  get  fast  and  broken ;  this  has  been  exem- 
plified on  several  occasions  in  the  annual  contests, 
anglers  trying  in  out  of  the  way  places  and  getting 
in  the  first  flight.  Many  a  good  swim  is  most 
difiicult  to  fish  at  certain  periods  of  the  tide,  whilst 
another  swim  that  does  not  look  at  all  tempting  is 
far  more  convenient  and  comfortable,  and  novices 
and  strangers  to  the  river  will  do  well  to  secure  it. 
As  a  rule  rapid  runs  of  water  afford  the  best  sport 
at  the  commencement  of  the  season  if  they  are 
well  fished.  Unfortunately,  some  anglers  who 
have  not  studied  the  peculiarities  of  the  river,  not 
only  fish  but  leave  a  swim  at  the  worst  time,  and 
to  all  such  I  should  advise  them  to  get  on  the 
right  side  of  an  experienced  and  successful  angler 
who  will  tell  them  more  in  an  hour  than  would 
take  them  weeks  to  discover. 

There  is  a  fine  bend  near  Arundel  Park  gates, 
and  round  the  bend  is  a  good  spot  known  as  the 
Cliff  swim.  Both  heavy  roach  and  bream  have 
been  taken  here  when  the  tide  was  at  the  flood, 
but  like  many  other  swims  in  the  Arun  it  is  little 
or  no  good  fishing  it  on  the  ebb ;  and  the  swims 
under  the  bushes  before  arriving  at  this  well- 
known  spot,  being  difficult  to  get  at,  the  angler 
need  waste  no  time  over  them.  When  the  tide  is 
flowing  either  up  or  down,  a  good  plan  is  to  pitch 
six  or  eight  pellets  into  the  swim  about  the  size  of 
a  pigeon's  egg,  made  up  of  a  mixture  of  two  parts 
of  fresh  white  paste  to  one  of  barley  meal,  as  it 
resists  the  force  of  the  tide,  clings  to  the  ground, 
stops  a  considerable  time,  and  attracts  the  fish, 
when  the  light  ground-bait  of  soaked  bread  and 
bran  would  be  carried  away  followed  by  the  fish, 
and  do  far  more  harm  than  good.  Nothing  in  the 
art  of  angling  requires  greater  judgment  than 
baiting  tidal  and  other  streams  properly,  so  that 
the  hook-bait  shall  fish  well  over  the  ground-bait, 
and  with  many  anglers  nothing  is  more  abused, 
the  whole  process  from  first  to  last  being  guess- 
work ;  in  certain  eddies  often  pitching  the  mixture 
out  too  far,  where  it  is  caught  and  carried  away  by 
the  strong  under  current  into  the  main  stream, 
when  it  should  be  quietly  dropped  near  the  side 
(often  near  where  the  angler  sits)  and  so  taken 
gradually  into  the  heart  of  the  eddj'.  It  is  best  to 
ledger  with  a  bullet  with  a  wide  aperture,  to  allow 
for  the  play  of  the  line,  with  the  sharp  edges  cut 
well  down  to  prevent  the  gut  or  line  from  getting 
frayed. 

It  is  not  so  liable  to  catch  as  a  pear  or  coffin 
shaped  lead  ;  it  should  be  covered  with  ground-bait, 
well  squeezed  round  it,  and  made  up  very  adhesive 
with  bread  and  bran.  If  it  comes  off  too  soon,  a 
little  barley  meal  may  be  added.  The  baits  for  the 
hook  may  be  stewed  wheat  (two  or  three  grains), 
cockspurs,  brandlings,  or  marsh  worms,  or  pure 
white  bread  paste,  well  kneaded,  with  about  a 
fourth  of  King's  natural  bait,  and  change  these 
baits  continually.  Brandlings  are  nearly  always  in 
request  for  bream,  but  sometimes  these  fish  prefer 
a  marsh  to  any  other  worm.  Lob  worms  are  not 
desirable  baits,  and  anglers,  as  a  rule,  are  not 
partial  to  gentles  in  the  main  river.  If  small  eels 
are  in  evidence  do  not  wait  until  they  have  swal- 
lowed the  worm,  but  strike  shortly  after  the  bite  is 
seen  (when  the  rod-top  vibrates),  and  five  out  of 
six  should  be  hooked  Ln  the  mouth,  when  the  hook 
can  be  taken  out  in  a  jiffy,  or  the  eel  missed 
altogether,  a  piece  of  good  fortune  for  which  the 
angler  may  be  thankful,  for  some  of  them  are  of 
such  worm-like  proportions  that  they  do  not  even 
make  the  top  joint  tremble,  a  bite  is  not  perceived, 
and  it  is  not  until  the  angler  pulls  up  that  he 
realises  what  a  pickle  his  tackle  is  in.  Talk  about 
knots  ;  well  I  have  never  seen  anything  to  equal  it. 
It  is  to  avoid  this  intolerable  nuisance  that  many 
men  use  nothing  but  paste,  and  so  save  their  fine,  and 
in  some  cases  expensive,  tackles.  On  one  occasion 
I  recollect  my  friend  and  I  fished  with  varying 
success  until  the  tide  was  at  its  lowest,  con- 
sequently nearly  dead  water  when  we  packed  up. 
Next  morning,  after  a  good  breakfast  at  Mr.  Duke's 
hostelry,  we  crossed  Houghton  Bridge,  and  the 
first  eddy  where  good  fish  are  sometimes  taken  is 
not  far  down  stream  from  this  structure.  It  was 
here  that,  to  my  surprise,  I  once  caught  a  perch 
weighing  about  lib. ;  I  say  surprise,  for  it  was  the 
only  perch  I  ever  caught  in  the  Arun.  The  angler 
on  the  look  out  cannot  very  well  miss  this  eddy, 
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no  matter  at  what  part  of  the  tide  he  arrives,  as 
the  grass  is  well  trodden  down  and  the  bank  some- 
what flattened, 

Ledgering  can  be  done  in  two  ways,  either  with 
an  ordinary  roach  pole  and  tight  line,  or  with  a 
chub  or  barbel  rod  with  a  running  line,  casting  the 
bullet  well  down  stream  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
spot  where  one  wishes  it  to  rest,  and  using  as  fine 
and  strong  a  line  as  possible.  The  strong  current 
has  too  much  power  on  a  thick  line,  and  quickly 
brings  the  weight  near  the  side,  very  often  amongst 
an  accumulation  of  ooze,  into  which  a  lively 
worm  will  soon  work  out  of  sight.  One  great 
advantage  in  adopting  the  former  method  is  that 
the  line  being  about  eighteen  inches  shorter  than 
the  rod  the  bullet  can  be  lowered  to  the  ground 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  same  spot  every  time, 
and  the  fish  struck  with  greater  precision.  Whereas 
I  have  seen  some  very  erratic  casting  from  the  reel 
on  this  river  when  there  was  no  occasion  to  cast  at 
all,  as  the  force  of  the  stream  would  always  bring 
the  bullet  in  a  line  with  the  rod-top,  no  matter 
how  far  out  it  was  cast.  When  fishing  eddies  com- 
paratively near  the  bank,  I  have  found  one  loop  of 
line  drawn  down  between  two  rings  of  the  rod  quite 
sufiicient,  and  with  a  little  care  there  is  no  difiiculty 
in  sending  the  bullet  with  a  regulated  sweep  of  the 
rod  to  the  desired  spot,  or,  in  other  words,  where 
it  is  required  to  rest.  A  bullet  rolling  from  nearly 
one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other  (or  even  half  over 
it)  would  not  improve  the  appearance  of,  say,  a 
marsh  worm,  and  on  several  occasions  before  it 
had  done  rolling  I  have  seen  it  suddenly  stop  in 
its  loppity,  lolloping  career,  stick  fast,  and  the 
angler,  do  all  he  could,  had  eventually  to  break  his 
line  or  tackle. 

Walking  down  the  river  towards  the  cliffs,  the 
next  spot  that  should  be  tried  is  Taylor's  swim, 
which  is  close  to  a  willow  bush  in  Mr.  King's 
meadow.  Then  just  before  one  comes  to  a  stile 
is  a  splendid  eddy  that  can  be  well  fished  on  the 
run  up  of  the  tide,  but  it  is  no  good  whatever  on 
the  downward  flow.  Passing  the  stile  there  are 
three  good  pitches  known  as  the  Carpet  swims. 
The  next  place  that  should  not  be  missed  is 
Webster's  swim.  His  favourite  style  was  ledger- 
ing with  rather  a  large  cork  float  with  plenty  of 
shots  resting  on  the  bottom  to  keep  the  bait  well 
down  (a  sort  of  rough  and  ready  tight-corking),  and 
many  a  grand  roach  he  brought  to  bank  from  the 
skUful  use  of  his  roach-pole.  After  this  swim  one 
comes  to  what  is  termed  the  swamp,  where  there 
is  a  straight  run  of  fairly  swift  water,  which  is  best 
adapted  for  ledgering  in  either  of  the  styles  men- 
tioned above,  and  the  angler  should  make  sure  to 
use  sufficient  weight  when  either  floating  or  ledger- 
ing to  resist  the  powerful  under  current  and  keep 
the  bait  within  touch  of  the  ground  and  near  the 
heads  of  the  fish.  Even  on  the  lowest  part  of  the 
ebb  swims  may  be  found  from  six  to  eight  feet  in 
depth,  where  good  fish  are  sometimes  caught,  more 
especially  bream,  but  they  are  often  very  difficult 
to  land,  in  consequence  of  the  water  being  so  far 
from  the  high  bank  ;  even  my  landing-net  with  its 
two  long  joints  would  not  reach  far  enough,  and  I 
have  frequently  lifted  eels  with  one  sweep  of  the 
rod  seven  and  eight  yards  from  the  water  right  on 
the  high  bank,  and  this  was  the  only  safe  plan. 
When  dead  rushes,  sea  and  other  weeds  are 
floating  up  the  river  in  great  masses,  one  may 
sometimes  walk  a  considerable  distance  before  a 
swim  can  be  found  that  can  be  fished  with  com- 
fort, then  the  best  chance  is  at  a  bend  of  the  river, 
where  the  weeds  follow  the  "  set "  of  the  stream 
and  leave  almost  a  clear  space  where  those  floating 
nearest  to  the  bank  can  be  easily  dodged  with  the 
line,  by  holding  the  top  of  the  rod  near  to  and  even 
in  the  water. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  long  experience  that  gives  some 
anglers  so  much  advantage  over  others,  an  experi- 
ence that  enables  them  to  make  use  of  every 
opportunity  that  offers  and  ensure  success.  They 
not  only  know  what  to  do,  but  how  and  when  to 
do  it ;  and  whOst  the  experienced  angler  is  catching 
fish  up  to  the  last  moment  (having  timed  the  tide 
to  a  nicety)  the  haphazard,  chuck  and  chance  it 
fisherman  does  not  know  what  to  do  for  the  best, 
and  all  his  attempts  end  in  failure.  For  instance, 
there  are  swims  in  the  Arun  that  yield  most  sport 
on  the  run  up  of  the  tide,  say  at  daybreak,  when 
he  should  be  up  and  doing  instead  of  snoring  in 
bed  until  the  golden  opportunity  has  gone.  Whilst 
others  fish  best  in  a  low  water  (and  the  snorer  has 
six  hours  to  wait),  other  swims  again  are  best  the 
last  two  hours  of  the  run  up  and  the  first  two  hours 


of  the  run  down ;  whilst  in  some  of  the  cuttings 
between  Amberley  and  Arundel,  that  contain 
scarcely  any  water  at  low  tide,  sometimes  give 
excellent  sport  when  they  get  about  three  parts 
full,  and  so  right  on  until  the  water  begins  to  flow 
out,  using  either  paste  or  gentles,  first  one  and 
then  the  other  for  a  change ;  and  yet  I  have  met 
anglers  who  have  been  absolutely  ignorant  of  this 
simple  fact.  A. 


BUEBEEEY'S     PATENT     "  FEEE- 
STEOKE"  AND  "  FEEE-STEIKE  " 
PIVOT  SLEEVE  COAT. 


I  HAVE  SO  often  experienced  the  comfort  of  using 
Messrs.  Burberry's  excellent  weatherproof  garments, 
that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  recommend  their  latest  and, 
as  I  think,  greatest  idea.  After  using  one,  I  told 
them  it  answered  admirably,  and  they  say  :  "  We 
are  very  pleased  you  like  the  '  Free-stroke,'  it  is 
without  exception  our  greatest  success." 

This  new  coat  is  called  the  "  Free-stroke  "  to 
indicate  its  claim  to  the  golfer's  attention,  but  it 
might  also  be  called  the  "  Free-strike,"  for  anglers 
will  find  it  absolutely  gets  rid  of  that  exceedingly 
unpleasaLt  tightness  under  the  ann  which  seems 
almost  inseparable  from  an  ordinary  coat  when 


The  "  Feee-stbike  "  Coat. 


used  for  fishing,  shooting,  golf,  etc.  If  other 
people  have  experienced  the  same  unpleasant- 
ness from  the  feeling  as  if  your  coat  was 
nipping  you  in  the  arm-pit,  I  am  sure  they  will 
welcome  this  patent ;  no  sportsmen  lift  their  arms 
so  much  as  anglers  do  in  fly- fishing  and  spinning. 

I  can  fully  endorse  Messrs.  Burberry's  own 
description  of  their  new  coat : — 

"  Tnere  is  no  dragging  point  as  is  common  to 
other  sleeves,  the  '  pivot '  sleeve  being  centred  on 
the  ball  and  socket  of  the  arm  and  shoulder.  It 
gives  the  most  abundant  and  satisfying  freedom  of 
arm  in  whatever  position,  and  a  feeling  of  detach- 
ment and  liberty  hitherto  unapproached.  Even 
overhead  reaching  does  not  bring  any  strain  on  the 
body  of  the  coat.  To  know  how  jour  present  coat 
compares  with  the  '  Free-stroke,'  buckle  a  belt 
tightly  round  the  waist,  tie  a  string  round  the  cuff 
so  that  the  sleeve  cannot  slip  up  the  wrist,  then 
raise  the  arm  till  the  elbow  is  on  a  level  with  the 
crown  of  the  head.  In  the  '  Free-stroke  '  this  can 
be  done  without  restraint." 

I  have  been  told  one  of  the  best  tips  given  by 
me  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  Burberry's 
"  Slip-on."  Messrs.  Burberry  tell  me  that  since 
it  was  first  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  they 
have  sold  hundreds  of  them.  I  now  give  the 
"  Free-stroke,"  which  is  certain  to  come  in  a  good 
"  first  "  and  remain  a  favourite. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


DEATH  OF  ME.  ALFEED 
NUTHALL,  J.P. 


It  was  with  great  regret  that  Thames  anglers 
heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  of 
Kingston,  for  many  years  the  very  popular  chair- 
man of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
and  well  and  widely  known  as  a  lover  and 
encourager  of  angling.  Mr.  Nuthall  had  been  ill 
for  some  time,  but  few  of  his  old  friends  had  any 
idea  that  his  illness  was  likely  to  terminate  fatally. 

A  few  years  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  wc  gave 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Nuthall  with  a  notice,  from 
which  we  give  the  following  extract : — 

"  An  ardent  angler  from  his  youth  up,  Mr.  Nuthall 
now  holds  foremost  rank  as  president  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  whose  best  interests  he 
is  always  ready  to  protect.  Every  river  keeper  knows 
his  cheery  face.  As  a  leading  inhabitant  of  Kingston, 
where  he  and  his  family  have  built  up  a  large  business, 
no  one  is  held  in  greater  respect ;  and  he  has  not  only 
filled  the  position  of  mayor  with  dignity,  but  has  been 
more  recently  unanimously  elected  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  an  alderman  of  that  ancient  borough.  Mr. 
Nuthall  is  a  typical  Englishman,  an  angler  of  the 
true  Waltonian  type,  and  passionately  fond  of  our  grand 
old  Thames.  He  has  every  confidence  in  its  yielding 
good  sport  to  all  classes,  if  properly  looked  after  (as  it 
now  is).  He  is  a  most  successful  angler,  and  his  name 
is  associated  with  some  of  the  best  takes  of  pike  on 
record,  of  which,  to  his  credit  be  it  said,  he  boasts 
little.  The  bank  angler  has  his  hearty  sympathy,  and 
there  are  very  few  men  who  have  done  so  much  to 
provide  sport  for  the  people.  Mr.  Nuthall  is  a  member 
of  the  True  Waltonians,  an  hon.  member  of  many 
other  societies,  and  a  vice-president  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,  of  which  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
supporter.  Space  will  not  permit  of  recounting  his 
captures  in  river  and  sea,  or  of  the  many  big  fish  that 
have  fallen  to  his  rod,  for  small  ones  he  would  not 
take." 

Mr.  Nuthall,  who  was  in  his  fifty-sixth  year,  died 
on  June  5  at  his  residence,  "  Parkwood,"  Kingston  ; 
ths  burial,  which  was  very  largely  attended,  took 
place  on  Monday  last  at  Kingston  Cemetery  amid 
many  signs  of  sympathy  and  regret,  flags  flying  at 
half-mast  in  Kingston.  On  arriving  at  the  cemetery, 
the  Mayor  (Dr.  W.  E.  St.  Lawrence  Finny),  wearing 
his  chain  of  office,  and  several  members  of  the 
Corporation  joined  the  cortege.  The  borough 
magistrates  were  represented  by  Messrs.  E.  T. 
Coppinger,  S.  Brown  and  Walter  M.  Wilkinson 
(clerk  to  the  justices),  while  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  of  which  deceased  was  chair- 
man, had  eight  members  of  the  committee  present 
— Messrs.  H.  W.  Higgins  (hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer),  T.  Cramplen,  W.  H.  Elsmore,  A.  Price, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  Cormoe  O'Dowd,  F.  Berry,  and 
T.  W.  Gomm ;  Messrs.  C.  Drinkwater,  F.  Little- 
wood,  P.  H.  Amphlett,  and  F.  Sands  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  the 
president  of  the  True  AValtonians  (Mr.  E.  G. 
Bawden)  being  also  present. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


TJie  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  publisJied  on  Wednes- 
day, June  25,  inconsequence  of  the  Coronation  holidays. 
All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
must  reach  St.  Dimstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Tuesday  morning,  June  24. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genbbal  Remaeks. — Owing  to  the  cold 
winds  very  few  trout  have  shown  up  during  the  week, 
and  Thames  anglers  are  now  eagerly  looking  forward 
to  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  on  June  16. 
The  river  is  well  coloured,  not  a  muddy  colour,  but  a 
good  dark  green  tint.  The  stream  is  good  and 
plenty  of  fish  have  been  seen  rising  in  various 
parts  of  the  river.  In  another  column  I  have  dealt 
generally  with  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  when  it 
has  commenced  I  hope  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  send  me  a  few  particulars  of  the  sport 
they  enjoy  from  time  to  time,  so  that  I  may  introduce 
the  items  into  my  Thames  notes.  My  address  is 
High- street,  Kingston-on-Thames,  and  I  hope  to  hear 
that  the  season  opens  well.  Although  the  weirs  as  a 
rule  fish  best  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  water 
is  in  such  good  order  at  present  that  sport  ought  to  be 
had  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  river. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ancholme  District. — I  saw  the  first  Green  Drake 
on  Monday,  but  fish  are  not  yet  taking  it.  The  Haw- 
thorn, Black  Gnat,  and  Alder  are  still  the  best  tlies. 
The  wind  has  changed  to  the  south  to-day  (June  11) 
so  prospects  are  better.  The  outlook  for  coarse  fishing 
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is  very  good  as  all  the  local  waters  are  well  stocked. 
Not  less  than  60,000  stock  fish  have  gone  into  the 
Anoholme  during  the  last  few  years.  Tench  have  done 
the  best. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Cefni  (Anglesey),— After  the  recent  rains  trout 
take  well  in  the  evenings.  The  writer  had  a  decent 
basket  of  eleven  one  evening,  and  a  dozen  fishing  off 
the  shore  in  Frogwy  Lake,  the  upper  reach  of  the 
river.  Good  baskets  are  taken  with  a  worm  in  the 
Braint,  a  sluggish  stream  containing  some  fine  trout. 
— W.  H. 

Dareuth  (Parningham).— The'  Lion  Water  now 
shows  a  very  fair  head  of  trout,  and  during  the  last 
few  days  one  or  two  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
One  rod  got  two  brace  of  fish  in  excellent  condition, 
and  on  Wednesday,  with  the  hackle  May  Fly,  I  killed 
two  and  a  half  brace,  the  best  one  going  over  l|lb. 
The  May  Fly  has  been  coming  up  steadily,  though 
not  in  large  numbers,  and  is  now  nearly  over. — C.  W. 

Darenth  (Lion  Hotel).— Five  fine  trout  were 
caught  in  the  Lion  water  within  two  hours  on  June  9  ; 
one  of  them  weighed  lib.  9oz.— E.  B.  D. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  falling 
after  the  spate,  and  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
by  dapping  with  the  caterpillar,  the  fish  not  taking  to 
the  natural  fly  owing  to  the  caterpillar  being  so 
numerous.  The  fresh  water  down  the  rivers  on 
Saturday,  the  7th  inst.,  moved  the  fish  up  the  river, 
with  the  result  that  a  catch  of  twenty-seven  salmon  is 
recorded  at  the  iWeir,  whilst  at  Stoke  twenty  were 
captured.  Captain  Bowyer,  too,  was  successful 
in  landing  another  beautiful  salmon  of  lljlb. 
There  appears  to  be  plenty  of  truS  and  salmon 
in  the  river  considering  the  time  of  the  year.  Messrs. 
Edmonds  &  Punchard  have  been  heving  good  sport 
with  bass  at  Dittisham.  Mr.  Garrow  Green  has  creeled 
eight  lovely  trout  weighing  nearly  31b.,  and  he  has 
also  had  a  couple  of  other  good  baskets.  At  Buck- 
fastleigh  Mr.  A.  Warren  secured,  among  other  fish, 
one  weighing  15oz.  On  Thursday,  June  5,  Messrs. 
Revell  and  E.  Distin  each  killed  fifteen  trout,  and  on 
Friday,  June  6,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  a  basket  of  six. 
On  Monday  Mr.  Tollit  captured  thirteen,  and  Messrs. 
Wilkes  and  Aokrell  had  some  fish  in  capital  condition. 
— Devonian. 

Derweut  (Baslow,  Derbyshire).— The  May  Fly 
is  on  in  small  numbers,  but  the  fish  are  not  taking  it 
freely  at  present.  All  my  fish  have  been  taken  on 
small  flies,  chiefly  the  grey  and  the  Red  Quill-Gnat,  the 
Olive  Dun,  andlthe  Coachman,  and  my  friend  had  the 
same  experience.  We  have  only  taken  six  brace  of 
sizable  trout  in  the  two  days,  and  none  have  been 
much  over  the  half  pound,  though  several  reached 
that  weight— one  was  a  rainbow.  Grayling  have  not 
been  feeding  much  fortunately.  The  river  has  been 
getting  low,  but  rain  is  now  falling,  which  should  do 
good.  Next  week  ought  to  be  the  chief  May  Ply  week, 
and  even  failing  that  sport  should  be  fairly  good. 
Grayling  fishing  begins  on  Monday. — J.  P.  T. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  Drake  or  May  Ply 
is  just  beginning  to  kill  fish  well.  Mr.  Prince  took  a 
dish  of  twelve  brace  with  the  Little  Gem  May  on 
Monday.  Two  trout  weighing  4Jlb.  the  brace  were 
taken  on  Monday  night  by  Mr.  A.  Smith  below  May- 
field,  and  Mr.  Grindy  took  five  brace  with  the  May  Fly 
near  Tulbury  on  the  Dove.— D.  and  W,  T.  Fostee. 

lask  (Whitby).  —  Much  improvement  has  been 
recorded  in  the  angling  conditions  on  this  river 
during  the  past  week,  and  several  enthusiasts 
have  had  good  sport.  The  flood  which  swept  the 
river  enabled  many  clean  run  fish  to  surmount 
obstacles  and  reach  the  higher  waters.  As  rain  con- 
tinues to  fall  heavily  at  intervals  sport  during  the 
next  week  or  two  should  be  ensured.  The  catches  of 
trout  to  hand  are :  Mrs.  Kieghley,  four  brace ;  Miss 
Marion  Kieghley,  three  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  William- 
son, two  brace  ;  Mr.  Yeoman,  four  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Hill 
six  brace ;  Mr.  A.  Duck,  one  brace.  Mr.  H.  h! 
Kastall  grassed  five  brace  and  one  fish  (a  freshwater 
trout)  weighing  21b.  Accurate  particulars  of  several 
other  catches  are  not  to  hand  at  the  time  of 
writing.  The  majority  of  the  takes  have  been  efiected 
with  the  minnow.  Sea  anglers  are  having  improved 
facilities,  though  the  sea  has  not  yet  subsided  suffi- 
ciently to  permit  of  fishing  on  the  rocks. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  water  in  the  Exe 
is  very  clear,  and  salmon  fishing  is  practically  at  a 
standstill.  Some  trout  have  been  caught  however, 
the  Alder  Bud,  May  Fly,  Blue  Upright  and  Yellow 
Dun,  proving  good  business.  I  hear  some  very  good 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Dartmoor  streams,  the 
fish  being  plentiful  though  small.  On  Exmoor  screams 
the  same  remarks  apply.  In  the  Creedy,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city,  some  good  trout  in  perfect  con- 
dition have  been  taken,  and  one  successful  angler  had 
a  "  Levenensis  "  of  14oz.  among  a  nice  lot  in  the  creel. 
Later  on  a  fine  fish  of  24oz.  was  taken  in  perfect  con- 
dition.— Red  Palmeb. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.)— 
At  last  anglers  are  stated  to  be  having  a  good  time 
among  the  fish.  The  water  is  in  good  condition,  not 
too  clear,  and  there  are  plenty  of  flies  on  the  water, 
both  land  and  aquatic,  to  make  the  fish  eager  for  their 
reception.    Fly  fishermen  are  said  to  be  doing  very 


well  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamford,  some  bringing 
home  five  or  six  brace  for  the  day's  work.  Bottom 
fishermen  are  doing  fairly.  I  hear  the  prospects  of 
the  coarse  fishermen  about  Wisbech,  Tydd,  and  on  for 
Sutton  Bridge  are  fairly  promising,  but  I  myself  am 
not  so  sanguine. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).— Owing  to  copious  rains  our 
river  has  been  well  flushed  and  freshened  up.  Roach 
and  dace  are  well  on  the  move,  but  on  account  of  the 
extremely  cold  spawning  time  the  former  are  not  quite 
as  forward  as  usual,  but  the  latter  are  in  fine  con- 
dition. I  have  great  hopes  for  the  opening  of  the 
season.  Caddis  and  gentles  will  prove  the  best  baits. 
I  wish  all  anglers  every  success. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  unsettled  stormy 
weather  experiences  lately  has  been  against  successful 
trout  fishing,  and  no  catches  worth  recording  were 
reported  down  to  Wednesday.  The  cold  winds  have 
kept  the  trout  on  the  bottom,  and  until  anglers  are 
treated  to  some  really  warm,  sunny  weather,  they  are 
not  likely  to  find  the  fish  at  the  surface.  Evening 
fishing  has  been  very  cold  work.  The  May  Fly  has 
been  extremely  disappointing  this  season  on  the 
Lea,  Beane,  Mimram,  etc.  The  tributaries  are 
also  reported  very  low.  The  rains,  however,  have 
kept  them  fresh.  I  am  informed  by  water  bailifis 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Lea  that  more  roach  are 
"turning  up."  Between  St.  Margaret's  Lock  and 
Ware  some  large  fish  have  been  found  at  the  side 
dead.'  One  of  the  bailifis  refers  to  the  water  "  smelling 
badly,"  so  it  is  evident  that  the  pollution  fiend  is  again 
at  work.    It  is  sad  to  see  such  an  historic  angling 

river  as  the  Lea  being  gradually  ruined  by  pollution.  

IzAAK  Walton. 

Itugg  a  ad  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
being  a  fair  level  and  with  a  slight  stain.  Rain  has 
been  had  this  week,  and  on  Wednesday  it 
was  heavy,  and  the  water  may  run  coloured  for 
a  few  days,  but  will  soon  clear  again.  Fishing 
has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  a  good  few  rods  out  who 
have  used  fly  and  minnow.  The  May  Ply  has  been 
up,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  well  at  them,  but  the 
cold  nights  and  frost  will  make  the  May  Ply  season 
bad,  and  warm  weather  is  wanted.  Some  very  good 
lots  of  fish  have  been  landed  of  late  with  May  Ply. 
The  Pinsley  has  been  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Weather  for  a  week  past  has  been  very  unseasonable, 
wind  mostly  in  the  north  and  east,  and  cold.  Waters 
have  been  in  excellent  order  for  May  Fly  fishing,  and 
the  sport  has  been  good,  far  better  than  for  some 
seasons  past ;  baskets  of  from  seven  to  fifteen  brace  of 
fine  trout  have  been  numerous  on  nearly  all  the 
various  stretches  of  both  Lugg  and  Arrow,  yet 
the  Pinsley  has  not  done  so  well  as  usual,  a  catch 
of  nine  brace  being  the  most  I  have  heard  of.  The  fly 
has  not  risen  in  large  quantities  at  any  time,  yet  quite 
thick  enough  to  keep  the  trout  at  them,  which  has 
been  the  case  for  a  week  past,  and  at  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday,  June  11)  still  continues.  Minnow  fishing 
also  is  now  good.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
favourable,  and  as  the  May  Fly  declines,  the  Alder, 
Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu  will 
be  good  flies  for  the  day,  and  spinners,  owls,  coach- 
men, and  caddis  may  be  used  with  advantage  in  the 
evening.- B.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— During  the  past 
week  some  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  several  parts 
of  the  river.  There  is  usually  a  midging  rise  about 
the  middle  of  the  day,  and  there  also  is  a  more  or 
less  bold  rise  of  fish  from  about  8  p.m.  to  as  late  as 
9.30  p.m.  One  rod,  fishing  between  the  Newton  and 
Tipton  bridges,  has  daily  had  good  catches  of  fine  fish, 
one  trout  being  reported  as  being  2Jlb.  in  weight. 
This  would  be  a  "  specimen  "  fish  for  the  Otter.  The 
trout  are  in  unusually  fine  condition,  being  remarkable 
for  their  great  breadth  as  compared  to  their  length, 
and  several  have  been  taken  which  when  cooked  cut 
quite  pink.  The  Olive  and  Red  Quill  Gnat  have 
proved  deadly,  and  to  finish  up  an  evening's  sport  a 
Governor  is  good.  River  is  in  excellent  order  now 
(June  10). — Heeon. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  could  not  be  in 
better  condition  for  the  opening  of  the  season  on 
Monday  (June  16),  but  the  weather— well,  the  less 
said  about  that  perhaps  the  better. — W.  N. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  but 
the  fish  do  not  seem  to  rise  well.  Trout  are  fairly 
plentiful  on  all  of  them.  It  has  been  so  far  very  slack 
for  peel,  although  there  are  plenty  in  the  runs  they  do 
not  take  freely.    The  season  so  far  can  only  account 

HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sudden  changes 
ot  temperature  sorely  try  persons  prone  to  rheumatism,  sciatica 
tic  doloureux,  and  many  maladies  scarcely  less  painful,  thou<'h 
ot  shorter  duration.  On  the  first  attack  of  stiffness  or  sutterins 
in  any  muscle,  joint,  or  nerve,  recourse  should  immediately  be 
had  to  fomenting  the  seat  of  disease  with  hot  brine  and  rubbing 
111  this  remarkable  Ointment,  which  will  assuage  the  uneasiness 
oi  the  part,  subdue  inflammation,  and  reduce  the  swellin"-  The 
Pills  simultaneously  taken  will  rectify  constitutional  disturb- 
ances and  renew  the  strength.  No  remedy  heretofore  discovered 
has  proved  so  effective  as  the  Ointment  and  Pills  for  reniovina 
gouty,  rheumatic,  and  scrofulous  attacks,  which  artlict  all  aeeq 
and  are  commonly  called  hereditary.  ' 


for  five— fiamely,  Mr.  Winsor,  two ;  a  youth,  one  ; 
Miss  Hearder,  one ;  and  one  by  another  young  fisher- 
man.— William  Heaeder. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— By  Telegraph.  Mr.  J. 
Edwards,  Shrewsbury,  fly-fishing  on  the  Severn,  took 
three  trout  weighing  31b.  8oz. — Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  the  close  of  last  week  very  unsettled 
weather,  with  frequent  and  very  heavy  showers  of 
rain,  prevailed  in  this  neighbourhood,  especially  on 
Saturday,  which  was  exceedingly  wet  and  stormy, 
causing  all  these  rivers  to  rise  very  much  above  their 
average  level  and  the  water  to  be  in  very  bad  condition 
and  quite  unfitted  for  fly  fishing.  Since  that  time 
matters  have  improved  very  considerably  as  far  as  the 
state  of  the  weather  and  water  is  concerned,  the  chief 
drawback  at  present  being  the  very  cold  wind  which 
still  continues  from  a  northerly  direction,  and  anglers 
now  are  devoutly  wishing  for  it  to  change  into  a 
warmer  direction  before  the  coarse  fishing  season 
commences  on  Monday  next,  and  for  which  tha 
prospects  are  in  every  other  respect  as  favourable  as 
could  possibly  be  desired. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours. — June 
—balmy  June — has  not  upheld  its  prestige.  Winter 
underclothing  and  top-coats  are  in  requisition.  White 
frost  in  the  early  morning  and  a  cold  northerly  wind 
have  been  the  experience  of  the  week.  A  few  small 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  and  Adur 
tributaries,  but  fly  fishermen  have  had  an  uneventful 
time  of  it.  A  few  more  days  and  we  can  indulge  in 
coarse  fishing.  Rivers  are  in  good  order,  and  all 
augurs  well  for  sport.  Harbour  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good.  Smelt  and  small  bass  have  given  sport,  but 
warmer  weather  is  needed  both  for  fresh  and  salt  water 
fishing. — Georgf  P.  Salter. 

TafF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Good 
sport  during  the  past  week.  Some  exceptionally 
large  trout  have  been  taken,  and  the  net  fishermen 
have  taken  a  number  of  fine  sewin  in  the  tidal  water, 
— "H." 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — We  have  had  some  nice  showers 
and  fishermen  were  rewarded  after  waiting  some  weeks. 
One  angler  got  three  dozen,  others  two  dozen,  and 
only  a  small  number  got  less  than  six  brace.  Spring 
flies  were  responsible  for  sport.  Salmon  are  not  as 
numerous  as  in  other  Devon  rivers.  The  rodmen  have 
not  seen  enough  water  to  stir  them  to  fish.  Should 
the  rain  continue,  summer  fishing  will  be  better  than 
last.  Bass  are  caught  in  the  estuary,  but  do  not  come 
up  the  rivers.    Rook  fishing  very  poor. — RusTr  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— The  river  is  at  time 
of  writing  (June  9)  in  splendid  fishing  order  ;  good 
sport  with  trout  during  the  past  week  by  late  evening 
fishing— say  from  eight  to  ten.—"  H." 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  is  rather  high,  and  there 
is  a  stain  in  it  owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  on 
Wednesday.  The  weather  has  been  most  changeable. 
Sharp  frosts  at  night  followed  by  fine  mornings, 
and  then  rain  has  been  the  rule  ;  it  has 
been  against  good  sport.  The  May  Fly  comes  up 
well,  but  sport  has  not  been  good  with  them, 
the  water  being  stained.  A  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  of  late,  and  have  used  fiy  and  bottom  baits, 
and  good  fish  have  been  landed.  A  few  fine  days 
would  bring  the  fly  well  on,  and  then  fishing  would 
be  good.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  May 
Fly,  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Stone  Ply,  Coachman  and  Spinners.  Minnow 
fishing  has  has  been  successful  under  the  weirs. 
On  Saturday  a  dish  of  61b.  of  trout  was  taken  with 
the  May  Fly.  Fishing  under  Whitcliffe  Mr.  Baker 
landed  some  good  trout  with  May  Ply.  On  Monday 
in  the  water  at  Ashford  eight  trout  were  taken  dib- 
bing.  The  prospects  for  sport  next  week  are  good  if 
we  get  no  more  rain.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order,  and  some  very  good 
trout  taken  with  May  Fly  and  worm,  and  prospects 
good.— S.  Ludlow, 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 

running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  the  weather  has 
been  changeable,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain  has  been  had 
this  week  which  has  stained  the  river,  but  it  will  soon 
clear  ofi.  Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  a  good 
few  rods  have  been  out.  The  May  Fly  has  been  on 
the  water  thickly,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising 
fairly  well  at  them,  but  warmer  weather  is  wanted 
to  make  sport  good.  Some  good  lots  of  trout 
have  been  landed,  some  scaling  over  IJlb.  each,  and 
with  fine  weather  next  week  there  should  be  some 
good  dishes  of  fish  landed.  The  Kyre,  Bea,  and 
Ledwyche  in  order. — Woecester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  reports  from  the  Wold  district  are  very  promising. 
There  are  plenty  of  flies  about  the  different  streams, 
and  anglers  can  scarcely  go  wrong  on  the  waters 
above  Horncastle  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Market  Rasen.  There  are  not  many  absolutely 
free  waters  in  this  district,  but  tickets  are 
to  be  had  for  fishing  about  Market  Rasen 
and, the  feeders  of  the  Bain.  I  hear  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  preparation  being  made  for  the  opening  of 
the  season  next  week  on  the  main  river,  chiefly  by  the 
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anglers  of  Lincoln  whose  patronage  includes  the  water 
down  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bardney.  It  is  expected 
there  will  be  an  influx  of  visitors  to  Dogdyke,  Ghapel 
Hill,  and  Kirkstead.  The  weather  is  scarcely  warm 
enough  to  make  sport  promising  at  first. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  condi- 
tion of  these  rivers  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
a  nice  woodland  water  on  the  Derwent  but  not  too 
high,  even  for  fly-fishing,  except  on  the  lower  por- 
tions, and  the  streams  are  too  heavy.  Not  many  fish 
rising,  as  there  appears  to  be  an  absence  of  natural 
flies  on  the  water.  On  some  days  a  cold  north-east 
wind  has  prevailed.  On  Tuesday  morning,  June  10, 
there  was  ice  as  thick  as  a  penny  in  exposed 
places.  This  accounts  for  there  being  so  few  flies 
out.  Yesterday  (Tuesday,  June  10),  a  goodly  number 
of  May  Fly  were  out ;  to-day  (June  11)  not  so  many. 
Milder  weather  is  what  is  wanted  to  hatch  this  fly  out 
better.  The  catches  this  week  have  not  been  heavy, 
although  several  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  J. 
Henstock,  one  trout  weighing  lib.  6oz.,  on  Friday, 
June  6,  caught  with  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  G.  Eaton 
and  Mr.  W.  Dale  have  also  obtained  two  or  three  fish 
each,  ranging  from  Jib.  to  21b.  each  ;  also,  Mr.  D.  P. 
Pearson  has  secured  two  brace,  one  of  these  over  21b., 
with  Yellow  Dun.  The  prospect  is  fairly  good  and 
the  trout  are  taking  the  May  Fly,  but  they  are  not 
very  numerous  at  present.  Useful  flies :  May  Fly, 
Yellow  Dun,  Yellow  Sally,  Little  Dark  Spinner, 
Turkey  Brown,  Red  Caterpillar,  and  Orange  Bumble. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — The  Stone  Fly  has  been  on  all  the  week, 
but  not  in  any  great  numbers,  owing  doubtless  to  the 
cold  weather  I,  however,  collected  a  good  horn  full, 
and  although  some  of  the  fish  ran  small  I  had  a 
splendid  day's  sport  on  Monday,  my  pannier  contain- 
ing thirty-two  trout,  weighing  a  little  over  91b. 
Other  anglers  have  done  well  in  the  Yore  and  its 
tributaries  with  the  Stone  Fly  and  natural  minnow, 
the  water  being  in  good  condition  all  the  week.  Mr. 
J.  Blade  writes  me  that  sport  in  the  Hawes  Associa- 
tion waters  was  fairly  good  from  the  end  of  last  week 
to  the  beginning  of  this,  but  it  has  fallen  oS  again  during 
the  last  day  or  so  as  the  river  is  swarming  with  gnats  of 
several  kinds  and  all  the  pools  fairly  boiling  with  fish. 
The  Swaledale  Anglers  complain  of  cold  weather ;  the 
barometer,  however,  indicates  more  rain,  which  will 
surely  cause  the  thermometer,  which  was  down  to 
freezing  point  on  Monday  night  (June  9),  to  rise. 
I  saw  the  Green  Drake  on  the  Yore  on  Tuesday 
and  I  hear  it  has  made  its  appearance  on 
the  Crimple,  Costa,  and  Pickering  Beck,  but 
there  will  be  no  good  rise  until  we  have  warmer 
weather.  Sport  on  the  Wharfe  has  not  been 
good  on  the  whole,  but  several  heavy  baskets  have 
been  made  at  Kilnsey,  etc.,  with  the  Stone  Fly  and 
with  the  Orange  Partridge,  Dark  Watchet,  Poult  Bloa, 
Stone  Midge,  and  yellow-legged  Bloa  ;  lower  down  the 
minnow  seems  to  have  killed  better  than  the  fly.  The 
Nidd  is  running  low  and  clear  again,  but  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon  has  accounted  for  a  few  fine  trout,  and 
the  natural  minnow,  fished  on  Ariel  tackle,  has  been 
the  favourite  lure  with  many  anglers. — John  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). 

— On  June  2  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch  Cama,  landed 
one  dozen  and  a  half  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Captain  Hotham 
and  Commander  Hotham,  on  same  loch,  twenty  trout, 
averaging  Jib.  each ;  on  3rd  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  fifty-eight  trout,  161b. ;  Caplain  Hotham  and 
Commander  Hotham,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-three 
trout,  91b. ;  on  4th  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifteen  trout,  8Jlb. ;  on  5th  Mr.  Stanfield,  Nottingham, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-six,  121b.;  Sur.-Gen.  Robertson 
and  Major  Johnston  on  same  loch,  twenty-two,  7Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty-three, 
191b.  On  6th,  Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty- 
four,  12|lb. ;  Mr.  Holdsworth,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty- 
one,  141b. ;  Surg.-Gen.  Robertson  and  Major  Johnston, 
on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-two,  111b.  On  Monday,  June  9, 
Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Urigill,  one  hundred  trout,  301b.  ; 
and  Major  Johnston  and  Surg.-Gen.  ■  Robertson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty-five,  101b. — B. 

Border  Hak  and  Liddle.— Sea-trout  fishing  has 
not  bef  n  a  success.  An  odd  one  or  two  have  been  got 
in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of  the  Esk  by  local 
anglers,  yellow  trout  are  being  got  in  both  rivers  and 
in  the  principal  tributaries.  In  the  Solway  salmon  and 
sea-trout  were  not  over  plentiful  during  the  week.  The 
sea-trout  are  migrating  a  little  stronger  in  the  stake 
nets,  but  the  haaf  fishermen  have  not  done  much.  A 
number  of  nice  salmon  have  been  got  in  the  poke  nets 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  the  catches  generally 
have  been  somewhat  disappointing.  Fishing  in  the 
Langholm  Water,  Mr.  T.  Borthwick  caught  a  nice 
sea  trout,  l^lb.,  and  some  yellow  trout,  and  Mr. 
Wylie  caught  two  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  Water, 
while  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  all  down 
the  river.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Messrs. 
J.  Elliot  and  J.  Murray  jhave  made  good  hauls  of 


yellow  trout ;  close  to  the  village  of  Newcastleton 
Dr.  Murray,  of  Brampton,  Mr.  J.  Crozier,  and  others 
have  done  fairly  well  with  yellow  trout,  but  few  sea 
trout  have  as  yet  been  got  in  the  Liddle,  which  is  in 
fair  angling  order. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Although 
the  river  is  regularly  fished,  very  few  salmon  have 
been  got  since  last  reported.  The  net  fishings  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  been  very  unproduciive. — B. 
(  Deveron  (Banffshire). — There  is  no  improvement 
inl  the  weather,  which  is  characteristically  erratic. 
Towards  the  close  of  last  week  it  became  very  tem- 
pestuous. There  was  a  north-westerly  gale,  and  the 
tides  being  high,  there  was  a  heavy  sea  running  along 
the  coast.  At  the  entrance  to  the  river  the  action  of 
the  waves  cleared  away  a  large  portion  of  the  bar,  thus 
removing  any  barrier  to  the  sea.  At  the  coast  stations 
the  fishermen  have  not  examined  the  bag  nets  since 
Friday,  June  7.  Most  of  these  have  been  cast  adrift, 
and  it  will  take  some  days  before  they  can  be  replaced. 
The  river,  meantime  is  too  high  for  successful  fishing. 
In  the  upper  district  there  is  a  good  appearance 
of  fish,  but  they  are  very  shy  to  rise.  On  June  3 
Mr.  C.  Cruickshank,  Blairmore,  had  a  fine  fish  weigh- 
ing 101b.  At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Deveron 
District  Fishery  Board  held  last  week,  the  chief  items 
of  income  were  £866  18s.,  being  the  assessment  on  the 
fishings,  and  £9  10s.  of  penalties  recovered ;  while  on 
the  expenditure  side  £348  was  paid  for  watching  and 
£474  15s.  for  repayment  of  interest  and  loan.  The 
board  resolved  to  contribute  £3  33.  towards  expense 
of  a  joint  memorandum  laid  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  salmon  fisheries. — H.  W. 

 (Huntly). — On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing  at  Cornie- 

haugh  on  June  3,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bindloss  had  a  couple  of 
salmon  scaling  91b.  and  9Jlb.  respectively. — Reteop. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).  —Mr.  Scott,  of  Alva,  out 
from  Luib  Hotel  on  river  on  Tuesday  had  fourteen 
trout  7Jlb.,  heaviest  lib. — D.  McNaughton. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had :— Mr.  Euston  -May  24  (16,  81b.) ; 
May  26  (8,  41b.)  ;  June  5  (5,  51b.,  and  1  ferox,  4Jlb.) ; 
June  6  (1  salmon,  6Jlb.) ;  June  7  (50,  201b.) ;  June  9 
(14,  81b.,  heaviest,  21b.).  Captain  Samman— May  28 
(1,  21b.).  Mr.  Hutchison— May  28  (22,  141b.) ;  June  2 
(12,  61b.) ;  June  4  (10,  71b.).  Mr.  Sauer— June  3  (6, 
31b.) ;  June  4  (6,  41b.).  Mr.  Harvie  Brown— June  3  (10, 
51b.) ;  June  4  (20,  51b.) ;  June  5  (30,  lljlb.) ;  June  7 
(6,  4Jlb.) ;  June  9  (12,  71b.).  Messrs.  Hutchison  and 
Sauer— June  5  (16,  81b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  MT-B.).- Mr.  Brock 
and  several  others  have  been  out  on  Loch  Shin.  A 
number  of  trout  weighed  about  lib.  each,  and  baskets 
generally  averaged  Jib.  per  rout. — B. 

Lochinver  (Culag  Hotel).— The  yellow  trout 
angling  is  doing  very  well  here,  and  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  anglers  at  work  daily. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  fishing  here  has  been 
greatly  aSected  by  the  want  of  wind  during  the  past 
week,  and  sport  has  not  improved,  though  fish  have 
been  on  the  move.  Very  little  minnow  trolling  has 
been  resorted  to  this  season.  The  most  important 
competition  of  the  week  has  been  that  held  by  the 
Edinburgh  United  Clubs,  there  being  five  clubs,  each 
represented  by  six  rods.  The  total  catch  was  seventy 
trout,  weighing  631b.  12oz.  The  winning  club  was  the 
Breadalbane,  with  twenty-one  trout,  171b.  15oz.  Mr. 
G.  Pople  had  first  prize  with  eight  trout,  61b.  8oz.  The 
first  prize  winners  at  other  club  competitions  were  : — 
Mr.  J.  Morrison,  St.  Andrew  Club,  five  trout,  51b.  9oz. ; 
Mr.  W.  C.  Finlay,  Stirling  Club,  nine  trout,  91b.  5oz. ; 
Mr.  A.  Smith,  Dunfermline  Club,  eight  trout,  81b.  9oz. ; 
Mr.  D.  Fenton,  Perthshire  Club,  three  trout,  31b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Bridge  of  Allan  Club,  four  trout, 
31b.  12Joz.  Private  parties,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott, 
Dundee,  eleven  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  McGrady  and  Mr. 
Ireland,  Dundee,  fourteen  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  J.  B. 
Mills,  Dundee,  seven  trout,  lOlb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blair,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Ogilvy  and 
Mr.  Archibald,  ten  trout,  91b.— Robt.  Laing. 

Loch  Bnthven. — Fishing  from  Flechity  Hotel, 
by  Daviot,  the  following  catches  of  trout  were  had  : — 
June  2 — Messrs.  Croall  and  Kelley,  thirty,  121b.  3rd— 
Mr.  Kelley,  ten,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Beney,  six,  31b. ;  Mr. 
Brinckman,  nine,  41b. :  Mr.  Croall,  twenty-two,  91b. 
4th — Mr.  Beney,  thirteen,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Brinckman, 
nine,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Kelley,  ten,  51b.  ;  Colonel  Malthus, 
fourteen,  61b.;  Mr.  J.  E.  Croall,  forty-five,  181b. 
5th — Mr.  Brinckman,  nine,  3Jlb.  ;  Colonel  Malthus, 
sixteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Beney,  twelve,  41b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Brinck- 
man, thirty-one,  111b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Croall,  forty- 
nine,  201b.  6th— Mr.  Kelley,  ten,  41b. ;  Mr.  Beney, 
fifteen,  6Jlb. ;  Colonel  Malthus,  nine,  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  E. 
Croall,  tnirty-one,  101b.    7th— Mr.  Brinckman,  ten, 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  .and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


41b. ;  Mr.  Kelley,  nine,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Beney,  ten,  4jlb.  ; 
Colonel  Malthus,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Croall, 
twenty-seven,  lljlb.— J.  Graham  and  Co. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  June  2, 
Mr.  Alison  Johnston,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  four 
salmon  ranging  up  to  161b. ;  Mr.  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
one  salmon  ;  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina,  two ; 
and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  five  on  beat  No.  6.  On 
3rd,  Mr.  Gill  got  two  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Alison 
Johnston,  four  on  Nos.  2  and  3;  and  Major  Burnell 
Milnes,  one  on  No.  5.  On  4th,  Mr.  Oats  had  a 
15-pounder  on  No.  5.  On  5th,  Mr.  Gill  caught  three  on 
No.  2.  On  6th  Mr.  Oats  got  two  on  No.  1 ;  Major 
Burnell  Milnes  two  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Gill  fine  oa 
No.  3.  On  7th  Mr.  Oats  had  two  on  No.  2  ;  and  Major 
Burnell  Milnes  one  on  No.  3.  Mr.  and  Miss  Gill  left 
Syre  Lodge  for  Brighton  on  Monday.  Mr.  Gill,  who 
has  regularly  fished  the  Naver  for  twenty-one  yea-  s, 
this  season  caught  forty- eight  salmon  in  five  weeks. 
It  may  be  noted  that  the  nettings  at  the  river  mouth 
are  still  doing  well.  One  day  last  week  thirty-five 
salmon  were  hauled. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— There  has  been  a  per- 
ceptible improvement  in  the  weather,  and  hopes  are 
being  entertained  that  a  decided  and  lasting  change 
has  come  at  last.  Anglers  have  been  leaving  in  large 
numbers  during  the  past  week,  their  spring  leases 
having  expired.  Among  others.  Viscount  Ridley  left 
Aboyne,  having  had  a  very  fair  season  on  the  Castle 
waters,  while  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  and  party 
left  Ballogie,  and  Sir  Henry  and  Lady  Meredith, 
the  Carlogie  water.  Most  of  the  Glentana  rods 
have  gone  south,  having  experienced  a  very 
poor  season  indeed.  A  few  fish  are  being  got 
in  the  mid-reaches  at  Banchory  and  Kincardine 
O'Neil  by  the  keepers  and  others,  but  beyond  that 
little  has  been  done.  On  the  side  streams  and  par- 
ticularly the  Feugh  good  sport  is  being  got  among  the 
brown  trout.  On  the  Don  the  trouting  season  varies 
with  the  weather  and  water.  On  the  Urie,  Mr.  P. 
Shepherd  had  a  salmon  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Lindsay,  on 
Pilmedden,  Mr.  Cautley,  Professor  Cash,  and  others, 
on  Parkhill,  are  having  occasionally  good  sport.  The 
Ythan  has  been  worse,  but  ivea  here  the  sport  is  very 
fluctuating,  and  Mr.  Ingram  is  the  only  angler  on  the 
little  but  prolific  water  of  Ugie  that  has  been  at  all 
successful  of  late.  With  improved  weather  conditions, 
sport  would  be  first  rate  all  over.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  3rd  June,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead, 
on  Lower  Flag,  Loch  Shin,  25  trout,  111b.,  and 
Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle,  on  Upper  Flag,  IJ  dozen,  8Jlb. 
On  4th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickerstech  on  Top  Shin,  6  trout, 
41b.— heaviest  2Ib. — also  a  ferox  of  3 Jib. ;  Dr.  and 
Miss  Wright,  Essex,  on  Flag,  8  trout,  31b. ;  and 
Colonel  Sharp,  on  same  beat,  4  trout,  averaging  Jib. 
each.  On  6th,  Colonel  Sharp,  on  Top  Shin,  16  trout, 
7ilb. ;  Mr.  Beard,  Birkenhead,  on  Shin — one  hour  only — 
eight  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright  on  Mid  Shin, 
thirty-one  trout,  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicker- 
steth on  Upper  Flag,  twenty  trout,  91b.  On  June  7 
Col.  Sharp  on  Mid  Shin,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bickersteth  on  Top  Shin  twenty-five  trout, 
9Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright  on  Loch  Griam  forty-five, 
16|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Beard  on  Loch  Merkland  thirty, 
12^1b.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicker- 
steth on  Griam  forty-two,  ISJlb. ;  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright  on  Upper  Fiag  sixteen,  7 Jib. ;  Mr.  Beard  on 
Lower  Fiag  nineteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown, 
Shrewsbury,  on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty,  61b.  ;  and 
Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  seventeen,  81b.'  B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  June  2, 
Mr.  Edward  Buxton  landed  two  salmon  weighing  131b. 
and  111b.,  and  General  Upsher  a  15-pounder.  On  the 
3rd,  General  Upsher  had  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Buxton,  two,  161b.  and  131b.  On  the  4th,  General 
Upsher  got  a  10-pounder,  and  Mr.  Edward  Buxton 
four,  weighing  101b.,  131b.,  141b.,  and  171b.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  June  2,  Mr.  Wood,  Liverpool,  on  Golden  Eye, 
three  trout,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  Maclver,  Scourie,  one  trout 
which  weighed  31b.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Wood  got  a  lib. 
trout  on  Loch  Chain,  and  eight  trout,  91b.,  on  Loch 
Clar.  On  7th,  Mr.  Wood  had  twelve  trout,  lllb.  on 
Loch  Chain  ;  and  on  Monday,  June  9,  Mr.  Hardinge, 
Birkenhead,  twelve  trout,  61b.,  on  Loch  Clar. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  news  might  be 
fittingly  described  as  "  stereotype  "  just  now.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  local  showers  here  and  there, 
no  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  rivers  remain  practically 
as  they  were  last  week,  namely,  dead,  low  and  clear. 
Day  fishing  is  at  the  lowest  ebb  of  the  season,  and  the 
night  fishers  have  not  had  much  encouragement  this 
week.  In  the  Firth  nets  there  is  only  a  moderate 
show  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  since  Monday  (June  9), 
and  the  lessees  and  fishermen  are  beginning  to  fear 
that  the  trout  season  will  be  a  failure  this  year. 
A  ten  hours'  downpour,  followed  by  warm  weather, 
would  bring  a  welcome  change  in  the  conditions.  In 
the  Annan  the  sport  has  been  confined  to  a  few  small 
catches  of  yellow  trout,  and  an  odd  sea-trout  has  fallen 
to  after  dark  fishers  in  the  middle  portions.  In  no 
case  have  the  baskets  of  yellow  trout  numbered  over 
a  dozen.    There  is  a  better  show  of  sea-trout  in  the 


404 


THE  FISHma  GAZETTE 


June  14,  1902 


MALCOM  &  CO 

(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C.) 
Inventors  of  the  "FEATHERWEIGHT"  and  "TANNED 

ANGOLA"  WADERS. 


ANYWEATHER" 
HAT, 

6s.  6d. 


18/6  &  21/- 


"ANYWEATHER 
HAT, 

6s.  6d. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATAI^OGUES  GRATIS. 


40/- 


GISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  drj 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALB  FBOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London 


TROUT. 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 
BRIMPTON,  neap  READING. 

\rQarIlng,  Two  Year  and  Three  Year  Old 
Trout  for  Stocking, 

Prir.p,K  from.   H.   H.  QRAV. 
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PORCELAIN 


ROD  RINGS. 

Anglers  may  now  obtain  the  genuine 
Porcelain  Eings,  as  recently  described  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  from 

F.  W.  DALE, 

Ang:lers'  Depot, 
HANLEY,  STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Mr.  Hugh  Peel.   ^   

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  members 
in  everything  affecting  their  interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private 
Agency  for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers, 
the  Association  will  be  m  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in 
Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information.  For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  auy  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

doz.   of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  haviug  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer.Omagh, Ireland. 


BOOrH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  5/8. 

Balanced  handle,  11  ft.  snake  rings,  winch  fit 
tings,  lancewood  top,  bag  ;  in  box  ;  carriage,  id 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  3-joint,  1902,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting  and  bag,  about  12  oz.  ; 
Wilt.  ;   5s.  id. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  GUT  (per  100),  20 
inch,  3s.  lid.  First  Quality  Drawn  Gut,  16  inch, 
4s.  3d.    Fine  Undrawn  Gut,  14  inch,  1«.  id. 


Booth's  Line  Guard,  otected. 

Can  be  put  on  auy  Notts  reel.  Send  si  e  of  reel. 
Large  size,  8d.  ;  small  size,  Qd. 


BOOTH, 

P£i,x?£i,^on  Stx>eet,  Hull. 


IjgNERLElTHEN,  N.B.,  SPLENDID  FISHING. 

Tweed  and  streaiug,  no  restrictions.  Beautiful 
scenery.  .Splendid  cycliug  ro,ads.  Golf.  Descrip- 
tive Guide  and  Ustof  Houses  to  Let,  free,  from 
Wm.  Hutton,  High  Street. 


MOTTLEO   EAST  INDIAN 

RODS,  18  FEET  LONG. 
1/6  each,  or  15/-  pep  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK   TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 


H.WHiTT  (,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 
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Nith,  but  the  sport  is  also  poor  on  this  river.  In  the 
Thornhill  waters  a  few  trout  have  fallen  to  the  fly  and 
night  fishers  on  the  tributary,  the  Cairn,  have  had  a 
few  yellow  trout.  Angling  is  of  little  account  in 
the  Galloway  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  this  week, 
but  some  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been  made 
on  the  Galloway  lochs.  On  Lochinver  last  week  end 
an  Annan  angler  had  a  number  of  nice  trout  on  this 
loch,  and  several  visitors  out  from  the  Dairy  and  New 
Galloway  districts  have  been  doing  fairly  well.  All 
the  Ayrshire  rivers  are  too  low  for  the  day  fly,  and  any 
trout  that  are  now  being  caught  are  taken  with  the 
night  fly  and  the  worm  bait.  On  Loch  Daon,  of 
Dalmellington,  on  Saturday  (June  7),  Messrs.  Penman 
and  Paterson,  of  Ayr,  killed  twenty-eight  yellow  trout 
with  the  fly,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Fleming  and 
friend,  of  Glasgow,  caught  fourteen  yellow  trout  while 
angling  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat.  The  barometer 
is  creeping  down  now,  so  that  we  may  have  rain  soon. 
— Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — This  river  has  been  two  feet  above 
summer  level  for  the  past  week,  and  few  trout  rising 
on  any  of  the  best  cast-s.  Some  were  taken  in  the 
daytime,  but  they  ceai^ed  rising  early  in  the  eveoings, 
as  the  cold  east  wind  and  frost  at  night  continue. 
There  is  a  shoal  of  spring  salmon  under  the  weir  at 
Kilrea,  where  Mr.  Henry  Coafces,  on  7th  inst.,  hooked 
and  lost  in  succession  ten  fish.  A  few  grilse  are  coming 
in,  but  they  are  ruuninsr  on  to  the  lake  and  tributaries 
Mr.  Thornley,  on  the  Kilrea  reach,  took  three  trout, 
4  Jib.,  and  Mr.  A.  Meenan,  on  the  Portglenone  fection, 
eight  trout,  121b.  The  river  is  falling,  and  good  spore 
is  expected  in  the  coming  week. — Danfel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  fishing  is  improving 
on  the  Dams,  and  since  last  notes  some  respectable 
takes  were  made.  On  Marshallstoun  Dam  in  two 
days  Mr.  James  Murray  creeled  twenty-four  fish 
ranging  from  Jib.  to  31b. ;  and  on  Leathemstoun  IMr.  J. 
W.  Heaney  last  Saturday  caught  five  fish  up  to  21b. 
On  the  Minnie  burn  on  Monday  Mr.  S.  Faulkner  had 
ten  averaging  fib.,  and  a  constable  of  the  R.  I.  C.  on 
Monro's  Dam  had  some  101b.  of  trout  on  Siturday.  Oq 
Tuesday  morning  before  sunrise  your  corretp jndent 
had  eight  Jib,  trout  on  the  Clady,  fishing  the  streams, 
the  water  being  very  low  and  clear. —  J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Some  grand 
sport  was  enjoyed  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week. 
Captain  P.  W.  Jones,  of  Abberley  Hall,  Stourport, 


Special  notice  to  our  Readers. 

On  SATURDAY,  JULY  19,  we  shall  publish  our  SUMMER 
HOLIDAY  NUMBER  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette."    The  Special 
Feature  will  be  an  Illustrated  Supplement,  on  Art  Paper, 

SHOWING  THE   INTEREST  TAKEN  IN 
ANGLING  BY  OUR  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

There  will  also  be  many  other  Illustrations  and  Articles. 

/  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  readers  of  the  "Fishing 
Gazette  "  who  will  send  me  the  names  and  addresses  of 
anglers  who  do  not  at  present  take  the  paper,  in  order 
that  I  may  send  them  a  Specimen  Copy. 


This  Special  Number  will  also  be  sent  to  every  important  Hotel 
and  Inn  in  good  Fishing  Districts  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


landed  five  salmon  and  grilse,  two  splendid  fellows  of 
191b.  and  181b  ,  and  three  others  of  81b.,  71b.,  and  41b. 
Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston,  of  Liverpool,  landed  seven  fine 
salmon  during  the  past  week  of  161b.,  151b.,  111b.,  81b., 
71b  ,  71b.,  and  61b.    Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  also  caught  a 
beautiful  trout  weighing  7Jlb.  on  June  5.    This  is  the 
record  trout  on  the  Erne  so  far  this  season,  and  Mr. 
Johnston  successfully  landed  it  in  fifteen  minutes  ;  the 
trout  took  a  fly  known  here  as  the  Wall  Fly  and  was 
killed  on  a  ten  feet- trout  rod.     Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston, 
also  of  Liverpool,  caught  three  salmon  on  June  9  and  j 
10,  of  171b  ,  91b.,  and  81b. :  Mr.  John  Thomson,  of  ■ 
Oxford,  caught  two  splendid  salmon  on  same  dates,  of  ] 
161b.  and  16^1b.    Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli,  of  Liverpool,  landed  \ 
four  salmon  during  the  past  week,  of  141b  ,  9lb.,  81b.,  ■ 
and  71b.,  and  Dr.  Godwin,  of  Liverpool,  landed  four  [ 
salmon  of  161b.,  141b.,  91b„  and  81b. ;   and  Mr.  G.  E. 
Godwin,  of  Liverpool,  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of 
191b.  weight;   Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  landed  a  fine 
salmon  of  191b.,  and  one  of  71b.,  oq  June  9  and  10, 
and  Mr.  A.  S^.ubbs  landed  three  of  161b.,  61b.,  and  5lb. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  and  friend  continue  to  capture  some 
fine  trout,  and  in  the  evenings  a  number  of  beautiful 
trout  were  taken  during  the  past  week  weighing  from 
lib.  to  7Jlb.   Some  fine  trout  were  captured  on  Lough 
Erne  during  the  past  week  by  the  anglers  out  from 
BiUyshannon  and  Belleek,  many  of  the  fish  taken 
weighing  31b,,  41b,,  and  5^1b.     Both  artiacial  and 
natural  May  flies  did  well.— M.  Rogax  &  Sons. 

Killarney  Lakes  and  Rivers. — The  waters  have 
been  in  order,  but  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
favourable ;  sport  consequently  has  been  poor  both  at 
salmon  and  trout.  At  time  of  writing  prospects  are 
much  improved.  On  a  couple  of  days  good  sport  was 
had  at  brown  trout  on  Coosh  Lake  in  this  district. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Long'h  Corrib. — The  hoped  for  change  in  the 
weather  has  proved  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  as  stormy, 
cold  winds  still  prevail.  The  numerous  anglers  staying 
here  are,  however,  having  fairly  good  sport.  Among 
the  numerous  catches,  one  by  Mr.  Jewill  Hill  m<»y  be 
mentioned — namely,  forby-six  trout,  weighing  52lb  ,  in 
seven  days.  His  best  days  were  eight  trout;,  wtighing 
121b.,  and  nine  trout,  weighing  12Jlb.  The  largest 
weighed  3.Jlb.,  another  31b.,  and  a  third  2Jlb.  The 
average  catch  of  the  professional  fishermen  was  nearly 
101b.  per  man  per  day.  A  very  heavy  run  of  grilse 
are  coming  up  into  the  lake  from  Galway.— S.  B,  D. 

Loughs  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway).— Fishing 
here  last  week  was  very  good.    Some  nice  baskets  of 


trout  were  taken  opposite  Doctor  Colohan's  new  fishing 
lodge  on  the  fly.  The  Gredwell  Brothers  (three)  have 
taken  up  their  quarters  at  Grenfeild  House,  who,  with 
favourable  weather,  should  have  good  sport.  Very 
good  fishing  should  be  had  here  for  the  season,  as  two 
water  bailiffs  were  appointed  by  the  Corrib  Fisheries 
Association  lately. — T.  M. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong). — Anglers 
fishing  these  lakes,  from  the  Carlisle  Hotel,  Cong,  had 
excellent  sport  during  the  week,  the  fish  rising  well 
to  the  fly.  Captain  Tanored  on  Mask  had  on  June  5 
eleven  trout  lOJlb.,  largest  21b. ;  6th,  ten  trout,  121b. ; 
7th,  eight  trout,  91b.  8th,  Captain  Goodfellow,  seven 
trout,  largest  31b.  On  Corrib  Messrs.  Mecredy  and 
Hall  some  nice  trout  on  the  dap,  largest  81b.  Captain 
Williams  and  Mr.  Dufiy,  trolling  on  Corrib,  got  some 
good  trout,  Mr.  Dufiy  getting  one  trout  weighing  71b. 
— 0.  D. 

Lough   Currane    (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

No  real  good  sport  can  be  expected  here  until  th? 
weather  gets  warmar.  T>vo  silmin  ware  had  sinc3 
last  report,  namely,  one  of  12lb.  by  Mr.  Chambers, 
and  one  of  8!b.  by  Johnny  Brennan.  Large  shoals  of 
sea-trout  have  arrived.  The  best  baskets  contained 
from  two  to  five  fish,  weighing  on  an  average  about  IJlb. 
Some  dozen  or  so  were  had  during  the  week  weighing 
between  21b.  and  31b.— T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Mask  (Cloabur).  —  Mr.  Sam  Wells, 
Keighley,  fishing  above  waters,  in  four  days  caught 
forty-four  trout,  dapping,  total  weight,  601b.  On 
June  9,  fishing  Lou?h  Corrib,  he  creeled  seven  grand 
trout,  total  weight,  lljlb. ;  among  the  lot  was  one  of 
41b  ,  all  on  the  May  Fly.  He  lost  nine  more  same 
day.  Weather  a  bit  rough,  but  much  calmer  as  I 
write.  Messrs.  Baily,  Fawkes,  and  De  Maupas  are 
getting  daily  on  an  average  91b.  trout,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  23lb.  per  rod.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Mask  (Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe).— 
Mr.  J.  Mason  and  Mr.  W.  Hampson  were  fly  fishing 
for  trout  in  one  of  the  bays  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
lake  when  a  number  of  gulls  became  inquisitive.  The 
boatmen  made  eSorts  to  frighten  them  off,  but  one 
daring  fellow  made  a  swoop  and  efiectually  annexed 
one  of  Mr.  Mason's  flies.  The  wind  being  in  the  bird's 
favour  it  broke  loose,  carrying  away  two  flies  and  six 
feet  of  gut.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Hampson  caught  two 
nice  trout,  one  3  lb.  and  another  21b.,  and  other  smaller 
ones. — T.  L.  Stanners. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  was  generally  first  rate 
during  the  past  week,  and  several  grilse  were  landed, 
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PITTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRES5ERS,  &  ROD  MAKERS, 

THE    "  lVIUI-.TUlVI-IlSr-F»ARVO  "    TROUT    FtODS,  21s. 

TESTIMONIALS    RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


"  Piccadilly,  London,  W,,  October  10,  1800. 
"  Gentlemen,— I  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 

for  Mr.  R  .     I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the  Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties,  5  lb.  8  oz.  and 

(i  lb.  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  in  our  water  fornine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  .sray-legged 
ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else,  "  i^'.  J.  B," 


"  Loudon.  W,,  March  26,  1901. 
"  Dear  Sire  —Flies  to  hand.   I  like  them  very  much.    Your  tlies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  tliat  I  am  very  hard  to  please  iu  the  matter  of  trout  tlies.    I  wUl  say  this  about  your 
Hies:  they  are  tied  "to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  tn)ut  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct- 
feathers  and  i)us  in  your  Hies  and  your  tyers  are  artists.  '  T.  B. 
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weighing  from  51b.  to  71b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Kerr  took  a 
trout  {salmo  ferox)  of  6Jlb.  on  June  7 ;  Mr.  A.  H. 
Woods  took  a  Bplendid  basket  of  gillaroo  trout  on 
June  9,  containing  twenty-eight  fish  of  fine  size,  and 
numerous  other  baskets  of  good-sized  trout  were  taken 
by  the  anglers  out  from  BaUyshannon,  Belleek, 
Garrison,  Bundoran,  and  Kinlough,  etc.,  during  the 
past  week.  Sport  continues  excellent. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good 
order,  and  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  pools,  but  rising 
badly  owing  to  north-east  winds.  Mr.  Scroop  got  a 
very  nice  fish,  101b.,  on  June  8,  and  Mr.  Timlin  got 
some  nice  trout.  Pishing  down  the  river  for  trout  is 
improving,  and  the  sea-trout  is  beginning  to  come  up. 
— John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Summer  weather  here  for  the  past  few  days, 
and  sport  is  sure  to  be  good  as  the  pools  in  the  river 
swarm  with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Pim  had  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  C.  Orkney,  two  grilse,  61b.,  4Jlb., 
and  two  salmon,  91b.,  111b. ;  Mr.  0.  Gjos5,  one  salmon, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  101b.  Anglers  are 
getting  a  salmon  occasionally  spinning  on  the  loughs, 
and  on  some  days  from  sis  to  twelve  brown  trout,  all 
of  a  good  size.  Master  Brown  and  Master  Dor  had 
some  very  good  sport  with  sea  trout  on  the  lower  pools 
of  the  river,  the  largest  fish  (weighing  2pb.,  all  fresh 
from  the  sea. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal).  —  This  river 
never  was  so  well  stocked  with  fish  since  1895. 
Twenty-two  salmon  landed  for  the  week.  General 
Frederick  got  ten  fish,  average  161b.  His  keeper,  John 
McCole,  got  four  fish  on  Monday  (June  2),  average 
131b.  Local  fishermen  got  eight  fish  for  week, 
average  181b. — Neil  McNelis. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  By  all 
appearance  there  will  be  a  good  season  on  the  Rosses. 
Owing  to  the'present  heavy  water  in  the  CroUy,  the 
fish  are  running  up  to  the  lakes  in  great  numbers. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).—  Com- 
motion on  the  bridge  on  Monday  last,  June  9.  Very 
many  persons  running  from  various  directions,  and 
all  eyes  peering  over  the  battlements  into  the  river. 
It  soon  transpired  that  immense  numbers  of  grilse 
were  rushing  up  through  the  arches  and  heading  for 
the  weir  wall  on  my  water.  In  fact  a  whole  battalion 
of  the  glittering  visitors  have  ascended  from  the 
estuary  up  to  Limerick,  whither  they  were  pursued  by  a 
sturgeon,  who  made  them  fly  in  all  directions.  The 
royal  fish  was  captured  by  the  net  fishermen.  More 
about  the  sturgeon  in  next  report.  During  the  week 
ten  grilse  and  one  salmon  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Gotham  and  his  men.  Patsy  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty. 
On  Mr.  Henry's  preserve  three  salmon,  251b.,  191b., 
121b.,  and  five  grilse,  61b.  to  7Jlb.,  were  also  landed. 
On  my  water  T.  and  J.  Grimes  got  three  grilse.  Good 
sport  expected,  as  the  weather  to-day  is  more  genial. 
The    evening    trouting  is    just    beginning. — S.  J. 

HUBLEY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  has  gone 
up  a  little,  but  conditions  are  favourable  for  sport ; 
grilse  have  begim  to  arrive.  On  Prospect  the  fisher- 
men killed  five  salmon,  BJlb.,  91b.,  111b.,  l]|lb.,  151b. 
On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massey  killed  one  salmon,  221b. 
On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
13|lb.  On  the  Castle  Fishery  Mrs.  Ingram  killed  one 
peal,  51b.,  two  salmon,  9|lb.  and  131b. — J.  Eneight 
AND  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — The 

above  waters  are  now  in  order,  and  large  numbers  of 
sea-trout  came  up  during  the  recent  rains.  The 
weather  has  been  very  cold.  Good  sport  is  expected 
henceforward. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar). — Dapping  with 
the  Green  Drake  is  virtually  over  on  these  lakes  for 
the  present  season,  and  although  a  second  rise  comes 
on,  especially  in  the  month  of  August  on  Lough 
Ennell,  it  is  the  daddy-long-legs  which  is  mostly  used 
for  dapping  purposes.  The  Green  Drake  at  that  time 
are  of  a  smaller  size  than  those  which  rise  in  May 
and  June.  The  weather  was  very  boisterous  to  the 
close  of  the  fly  fishing,  and  has  now  settled  down  to 
an  almost  dead  calm.  There  were  some  very  good 
takes  of  trout  both  on  Ennell  and  Derravaragh,  the 
best  day  on  the  former  lake  being  obtained  by  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Fogg-Elliott,  F.  R.  Patchell,  and  W.  R. 
Fetherstonhaugh,  who,  fishing  on  the  Carriok  end  of 
the  lake,  had  twenty-eight  trout  weighing  511b.,  one 
fish  was  431b.  and  three  others  slightly  over  41b.  each. 
On  Derravaragh  Mr.  J.  W.  Gibson  got  a  splendid 
trout  of  7Jlb.,  which  fought  for  considerably  over  an 
hour.  Mr.  W.  Meares  and  your  correspondent  had 
thirty-two  trout  on  the  river  Dale  on  June  4,  the  best 
fish  weighing  IJlb.— T.  J.  W. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

June  22. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

July  2.— B.S.A.S  :   Discussion— "  The  Coast  from 
Scarborough  to  Berwick." 
„  13. — D.  Pithouse's  Competition  at  Langley, 


SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (June  8).— Nothing  to  send  worth  men- 
tioning beyond  the  discovery  by  the  Colonel  of  a  few 
good  fish  in  the  recently  hurdle-lined,  millrace-like 
little  stream  called  the  Eaufroid  entering  the  lake  at 
Villeneuve.  Of  the  other  waters  the  daily  report 
posted  at  the  Montreux  Club  has  been  "  trouble,"  and 
when  visited  even  far  up  the  Stockalper  was  found 
too  filthy  to^lfish,  and  being  abandoned  by  native 
practitioners  of  the  vermicular  art.  Later  days  may 
bring  about  long  postponed  conditions,  but  then 
wandering  anglers  will^have  left  for  Angleterre  or 
elsewhere. — Benwyan. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— On  a  couple  of  days  pollack  took 
very  well,  and  a  few  bass  were  had.  On  Tuesday 
(June  10)  five  anglers  had  twenty-two  pollack,  ten 

mackerel,  and  two  bass,  fishing  from  1  p.m.  to  6  p  m  

T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.  —  We  have  had  cold  winds  from  the 
north  and  west,  and  rough  seas  during  the  past  week. 
Very  few  boat  anglers  off.  The  Brighton  mackerel 
fleet  are  doing  better,  although  the  takes  vary  very 
much— say,  from  two  hundred  to  five  thousand  fish 
per  boat.  Verily,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  luck  in  the 
world  I — "  H." 

Darrynane'(co.  Kerry). — Pollack  are  now  giving 
fair  sport  at  and  around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — On  favourable  days  pollack  gave  fair 
sport.  Rock  fishing  has  not  been  productive  of  any 
sport.— T.  J.  D.  • 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  have  had  a  very  dis- 
appointing time  of  it  for  the  past  week  on  two.  The 
weather  has  been  very  cold.  Drift  mackerel  fishing 
fairly  good  for  the  past  five  or  six  weeks. — "  H." 

Plymouth.  —  Sport  has  been  better  this  week. 
Pollack,  bass,  and  mackerel  in  plenty.  The  Hamoaze 
has  shown  up  well  with  the  bass.  There  are  plenty 
to  be  caught  near  Bull  Point ;  the  fish  run  a  fair  size, 
from  lib.  to  41b. ;  they  take  the  whitebait,  which  is 
made  like  the  fish  out  of  sole-skin,  and  painted  silver 
and  steel  blue.  It  is  a  first-rate  bait  either  for  spin- 
ning or  casting  like  fly  fishing.  The  small  baby  sand 
eel,  both  red  and  blacV,  is  good  for  them.  You  row 
your  boat  up  against  the  tide  and  let  it  drift  down 
stream,  and  fish  right  and  left.  Pollack  are  just  now 
very  plentiful  just  outside  the  west  end  of  the  Break- 
water Lighthouse.  Some  very  large  fish  were  taken 
during  the  week,  and  plenty  of  gear  carried  away 
because  it  was  not  strong  enough.  Mr.  Williams, 
fishing  near  the  Yealm  on  Tuesday,  had  two  pollack 
weighing  51b.  each  and  two  of  61b.  each  in  a  very 
short  time  on  the  Black  Challenger.  —  William 
Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — The  weather  still  remains  very  cold, 
and  the  fishing  is  consequently,  bad.  Mr.  Tanton  had 
on  June  10  a  decent  catch  of  about  a  score  of  fish  in 
the  outer  harbour,  nearly  all  flounders  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  couple  of  decent  eels.  Smelts  are  still 
plentiful.  Weather  milder  this  evening,  wind  south, 
west. — Grey  Mdllett. 

Waterville. — At  the  turn  of  the  tide  good  sport 
has  been  had  at  pollack  on  favourable  days.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  had  twenty-six  pollack  averaging 
about  41b.  Bass  are  very  numerous  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Inny.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  fishing  in  the  bay  has  gone  on 
wonderfully  well  during  the  past  week.  Large  catches 
of  mackerel  have  been  had  and  sent  off  to  London. 
They  have  also  gone  very  well  on  hook  and  line.  A 
good  quantity  of  pout  have  been  taken  at  the  break- 
water. Mr.  Moggeridge  yesterday  took  over  seven 
dozen  nice  sized  fish.  Nothing  of  any  importance  has 
been  done  in  the  harbour,  although  thousands  of  bass 
have  appeared  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  when  like 
that,  object  to  take  bait.  Weather  fine  and  warm ; 
wind  from  west. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


JlssociaHons 

(Special  Meetings). 
Tlie  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  puhlislied  on  Wednes- 
day, J une  25,  in  consequence  of  the  Coronation  holidays. 
All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Tuesday  morning,  June  24. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  June  16,  at  8  p.m.  prompt. — R.  E. 
Woodruff. 

City  op  London  Piscatoeial  Society — 

Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided  over  a  very  full  meeting 
at  the  Queen  Anne  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  routine  business  having  been  despatched,  many 
members  received  their  railway  privilege  tickets, 
and  numerous  further  applications  were  handed  in. 
Fishing  reports  were  scarce  ;  however,  Mr.  Williams 
— trout  fishing — had  taken  chub.  After  considerable 
discussion  regarding  particulars  of  fishing  waters, 
tha  chairman  announced  that  a  party  of  members 
intended  visiting  Grove  Ferry  next  Monday  and 


Tuesday  (June  16  and  17),  and  other  members  were 
weloome  who  wished  to  join  them  on  the  occasion. 
Dr.  Ladell  presented  a  very  handsome  book  to  the 
library,  and  was  heartily  thanked.  A  new  member 
was  elected,  and  nominations  of  three  others  were 
made. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

With  no  improvement  in  the  weather  the  hopes 
expressed  last  week  for  good  accounts  of  fishing 
with  the  May  Fly  have  not  been  realised.  The 
reports  given  to  Mr.  James  Taylor,  who  presided  at 
last  Tuesday  evening's  meeting,  were  mostly  records 
of  disappointment  as  far  as  the  May  Fly  was  con- 
cerned. Mr.  Woodruff  represented  the  Society  at  the 
Loch  Leven  competition,  securing  a  very  creditable 
position,  and  that  with  by  no  means  the  best  of  luck, 
with  three  fish  41b.  8oz.  Other  days  he  had  very  good 
sport  on  the  loch.  Mr.  Emery  had  several  coarse  fish 
with  the  May  Ply,  as  did  also  Mr.  Zerfass.  Mr. 
Sydney  Meyers,  fishing  in  Ireland,  captured  trout  of 
51b.  9oz.  and  3f  lb. ;  grilse,  61b.  2oz.  and  5Jlb. ;  and 
numerous  coarse  fish.  He  had  forty-five  trout 
during  his  stay.  Regarding  Chesham,  a  number  of 
fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Charteney,  a  brace  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  two-and-a- 
half  brace  ;  Mr.  Borthwick,  one  fish  of  lib.  7oz. ; 
Mr.  Baker,  a  number  of  trout;  Mr.  Gamlen,  largest 
IJlb.  From  other  waters  Mr.  Woodruff  had  a  trout 
of  211b.  ;  Mr.  Grey  one  of  16in.  Several  other 
members  had  either  undersized  trout,  a  number  of 
dace  and  chub,  or  no  sport  whatever. — J.  H. 
Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
June  11.  Members  who  wish  to  attend  the  club 
outing  to  Houghton  on  July  13  are  requested  to  send 
their  names  to  the  secretary.  Members  report  a 
most  disappointing  rise  of  May  Fly  and  absolutely 
Arctic  weather,  but  despite  the  adverse  conditions 
the  club  fishery  yielded  fair  results.  The  best  fish 
(Saib.)  fell  to  Mr.  G.  Westrup.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff 
took  a  brace  and  a  half,  best  fish  21b.  6oz.  Mr.  H. 
Dunn  a  brace  and  a  half,  best  IJlb.  A  number  of 
trout  below  the  club  standard  were  taken  and 
returned.— G.  W. 
Northern  Anglers'  Association — 

At  the  executive  council  meeting  at  Tyldesley  last 
week  letters  were  read  from  the  Lancaster  Canal 
manager  with  reference  to  the  steps  taken  to  save 
fish  when  the  canal  is  drawn  off  for  repairs,  and  a 
report  was  given  of  a  late  instance  where  many 
thousand  good  fish  were  rescued.  The  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  had  been  unfortunate  in  losing  a  large 
quantity  near  Nantwich,  but  the  manager  had  dealt 
severely  with  the  men  responsible  for  the  waste, 
and  it  is  not  probable  there  will  be  such  negligence 
in  future.  A  gold  and  three  silver  medals  were 
promised  by  some  members  of  the  council  to  be 
added  to  the  first  four  prizes  of  the  great  match  on 
August  2.  Mr.  Bratt,  of  Liverpool,  proposed  the 
formation  of  a  National  Federation  of  Anglers  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  together  on  matters  of 
general  interest,  the  idea  being  to  hold,  at  least,  an 
annual  conference  of  representatives  of  all  the 
angling  associations,  without  interfering  with  the 
individuality  of  the  various  bodies,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  speaking  and  working  unitedly  on 
important  matters,  and  especially  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Fishery  Laws.  The  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  and  instructions  given  to  the 
secretary  to  draw  up  and  forward  a  circular  to  all 
British  associations.  In  the  meantime  the  secretary 
will  be  glad  to  receive  the  addresses  of  secretaries 
for  this  purpose.  Other  matters  of  routine  con- 
cluded the  business,  and  the  council  partook  of  an 
excellent  tea  on  the  invitation  of  the  Atherton 
Centre  Council. — T.  W.  Rbdfoed,  Hon.  Sec. 
Langley  Competition — 

David  Pithouse's  Free  Fishing  Competition  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  on  July  13  in  the 
Langley  and  Tank  pounds,  all  competitors  to  come 
by  the  first  or  subsequent  trains  on  the  morning  and 
give  their  names  in  at  the  North  Star. — P.  H. 
Lavington. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

The  bad  weather  notwithstanding,  members  gener- 
ally did  exceedingly  well  with  the  May  Fly,  the 
experiences  given  at  Monday's  meeting  (June  9),  in 
response  to  the  call  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Evans,  being  interesting  and  satisfactory.  On  the 
society's  Lambourn  water  capital  sport  had  been 
obtained  at  the  end  of  the  week  when  the  fly  was 
well  up.  Mr.  P.  G.  Bridgman  landed  eleven  fisli 
on  Friday  (June  6),  returning  three  and  a  half 
brace,  the  number  allowed  to  be  retained  by  a 
member  being  two  brace  per  day.  The  best  trout 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham — a  specimen 
of  lib.  12oz.  On  the  Kennet  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy 
had  a  fine  fish  of  31b.  7oz.,  the  largest  recorded  so 
far.  Some  heavy  grayling  were  taken  in  the  Lam- 
bourn and  returned.  In  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
last  named  stream  Mr.  H.  Harden  had  taken 
numbers  of  very  big  fish,  and  fishing  the  Boxford 
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No  name  less  liU'e  Liver  Pills.      Be  Sure  they  are 

Uustrated  pamphlet  f'-ee, 'showing  Mr  Crow's  travels  abroad. 
Address -British  Depot,  45,  Holbor.i  ViaCuct,  London. 


They  purify. 

They  strengthen. 

They  invigorate 

FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZ2INESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS, 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEXION 

DOSE  ; 
One  at  Night. 

Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 

40  in  a  phial 
13Jd.  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated 

They  TOUCH 

the  Liver 

GARTEN'S 


[ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  1  I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  I 


REAL  IMPROVEMENTS  in  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MORRISS'  PATENT  INVISIBLE  HOOKS. 

—       —  3Iay  Flies  on  these  Hooks  are  Perfection. 


Sample 
on 

Application. 


SALMON  FLIES. 


2/-  doz.  Sold 
everywhere. 

3  doz.  on  receipt 
of  P.O.  for  6/-. 


Sample  on 
Application. 


2/»  each.    Sold  every- 
where. 

i  doz.  P.O.  for  12/-. 


MORRISS'   CARSON  SPINNER. 


THE  only  Spinner  that  will  catch 
Trout  and  Perch  when  off  the  py. 
TRIED  and  PROVED  successful. 


Samples  on  application. 

Sold  everywhere.    6/-  doz. 
i  doz.  3/-. 


ANDERSONS' ^^^WADERS 


The 

"Norge"  Semi-Waders 

Most  Comfortable  in  Wear. 


FISHING!  STOCKINGS 

Made  in  Five  Qualities. 


The 
BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


ALFRED  MORRISS,Marston  Works, REDDITCH. 


CnffiUT  TIMU  of  WADING  TROUSERS  ...  1 8/6  per  pair,  usual  31/6 
SPrjllAL  LlNti  of  WADING  STOCKINGS,  10/6  &  11/6    ,,       .,  17/6&21/- 


Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Anderson,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 

Andersons'  gold  medal  waders  i  |and£RSONS'qold  medal  waders 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Aocommodation 
amidships. 


BEST  ROUTE  for  SPORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 


Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO. ,  51,  PaU  Mall ;  Lumley, 
Newton,  and  Dowell,  16,  St.  .James's Street,  S.W.  ; 
COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus;  or  W.  E.  BOTT  & 
CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— filR  EDWARD  BIKKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  &  Chatham  Rly. 

Agents  at  Coast  Towns. 
BOATS  AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

MEETINGS  on  Wednesdays,  4th  June, 
2nd  and  30th  July,  and  on  each  Wednes- 
day after  the  latter  date,  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  London,  at  8  p.m. 

For  information  apply  at  the  Society's 
Offices,  Eoom  336.  11,  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


TROUT  BAITS. 

Caddis  Grub  and  Worms,  2/6  ;  or  separate 
1/6.  Scotch  Loch  Plies,  1/9  and  2/6  per 

dozen.    Hair  Casts,  9d. 
PlORERsaiLL,  33,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Le  ds. 


ANGLING 
IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL,  Dunkineely,  co.  Donegal,  Ire- 
land. 6  miles  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  river ;  .5  miles  Sea  Trout  Fishing  Stragar 
river  ;  two  splendid  Brown  Trout  lakes.  Excel- 
lent Sea  Fishing  :  Pollack,  Mackerel,  etc.  Fish- 
ing free  to  hotel  visitors;  beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  railway  station.  Good  accommo- 
dation. Four  hours'  drive  to  famous  Slieve 
League  mountain. 


BEST  18-FOOT  STEEL  CENTRE,  SPLIT 
CANE  SALMON  ROD 

JSi/  HARDY  BROS.,  ALXWICK. 
i  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  new  condition. 
Price  £7. 

Also  FLY  BOOK,  containing  large  number  sal- 
mon and  sea  trout  Hies,  casts,  itu.  Price  30s> 
Approval.  —  SANDERS,  121,   Mayfair  Avenue, 

Ilford,  Essex. 


TROUT. 

PRY,  YEARLINGS,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

0» 

BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAIN- 
BOW, and  SEA  TROUT. 
From  very  large  parent  flih,  oan  be  obtained 
from 

Lord  Montagu's  Beanliea  Fishery 

LSD 

Chas.  Braon's,  Esq.,  Sowley  Fishery. 

For  Prioe  Lists  and  full  particular!  apply  to 
Mr.  E.  CoLLIHS,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu'! 
Beaulieu  Fishery,  Beaullen,  Hanti ;  and  to  C. 
BRAun,  Eiq.,  The  rubery,  Sowley  HooMt 
Lymlngton,  Hante. 
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and  Hunt's  Green  waters  Messrs.  H.  P.  Thompson 
and  H.  A.  Rolt  had  met  with  great  success,  Mr. 
Thompson  taking  sis  and  a  half  brace  in  one  day 
on  a  new  pattern  fly  before  the  May  Ply  was  on. 
Dr.  P.  D.  Head  also  did  well  at  Bagnor  and  Hunt's 
Green.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  spoke  of  sea  fishing 
at  Deal,  and  stated  that  the  codling  were  getting  iu 
unusually  early  this  year,  fish  up  to  31b.  having 
been  already  caught.  A  report  was  read  from  Mr. 
H.  Harden,  who  represented  the  society  at  the  Loch 
Leven  Competition,  but  did  not  take  a  place  in  the 
list  of  winners.  Reference  was  made  to  the  custom 
of  trailing  flies  after  the  boats  when  proceeding  from 
one  drift  to  another,  and  the  opinion  was  freely 
expressed  that  this  should  not  be  permitted  at  the 
competition  in  question. — Hon.  Sec. 


IRISH  PIKE  FISHING  STOEIES. 

Mn.  W.  J.  Moore,  of  Aughnacloy,  a  well-known 
pike  angler,  had  a  strange  experience  with  a  large  pike 
on  April  15,  1895,  in  Tymore  Lake,  near  Favour  Royal. 
While  fishing  in  the  lake  in  August,  1891,  he  lost  a 
peculiar  pike  hook  and  a  portion  of  line  that  a  large 
pike  broke  away  with,  and  he  promised  his  friends 
that  he  would  account  for  it.  In  the  following  spring 
he  commenced  to  fish  out  of  a  ten  foot  canvas  canoe 
with  a  Thames  gudgeon  mounted  on  a  Chapman 
spinner.  He  ran  a  pike  near  the  same  place,  and 
after  half-an-hour's  play  succeeded  in  gaffing  the  fish 
in  the  middle  of  the  lough,  and  found  that  he  had 
captured  it  with  one  hook  of  a  triangle  embedded  in 
its  mouth.  On  examination  he  discovered  it  was  the 
fish  that  he  had  lost,  and  found  his  own  hook  firmly 
embedded  in  its  entrails.  The  dimensions  of  the  fish 
were  :— Length,  43  inches  ;  girth,  2-ii  ;  weight  of  head 
31b. ;  total  weight,  251b. 

Pike  No.  2. 

Trawling  on  May  24,  1900,  in  Rehaghay  Lake,  he 
caught  a  pike  nearly  IJlb.  Just  as  he  brought  it  to 
the  edge  of  the  canoe  a  large  pike  ran  up  and  caught 
it,  and  with  a  sudden  rush  severed  the  line,  carrying 
away  seven  yards  of  the  latter.  On  June  13  following 
on  the  same  lake  and  during  a  thunderstorm  he 
noticed  a  large  fish  on  an  eel  line  that  he  had  laid 
down  near  the  same  place,  and  on  playing  the  fish  and 
getting  it  into  the  boat  he  found  to  his  surprise  that 
It  was  the  fish  he  had  lost  with  the  missing  line 
entangled  around  the  eel  line,  the  two  separating  at 
once.  Mr.  Moore  supposed  that  the  fish  in  going  along 
the  bottom  of  the  lake  went  under  the  eel  line,  and 
that  the  point  of  one  of  the  eel  hooks  ciught  in  the 
trailing  line.  The  weight  must  have  been  IGlb.  to 
181b  ,  as  the  fish  was  spent. 

While  fishing  in  Lagan  Lake  on  June  20,  1901,  Mr. 
Moore  ran  another  large  pike  on  a  trout  mounted  on 
a  Crocodile  spinner,  and  after  an  exciting  time  gafied 
a  large  pike,  and  on  taking  out  his  own  hooks  found  a 
double  pike  hook  in  its  entrails.  The  fish  was  greatly 
emaciated,  and  must  have  weighed  201b.  the  winter 
before. 

Another  large  pike  was  got  in  Lagan  Lake  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month.  It  had  escaped  a  few 
mornings  before,  but  fell  a  victim  at  last.  The  same 
month  Mr.  Moore  hooked  a  large  pike  in  Astord  Lake. 
It  dragged  the  canoe  into  the  lough  lily  roots,  and  got 
away  with  six  hooks.  Moral— Keep  in  the  centre  of 
the  lake  when  playing  a  large  fish. 

How  THE  Irish  "De  Wet"  was  Caught. 

Fishing  Astrich  Lake,  Monaghan,  on  Thursday 
April  24,  1902,  he  ran  a  veritable  "  De  Wet  "  in  the 
shape  of  a  161b.  pike,  and  after  a  stifi  fight,  in  which 
It  towed  the  canoe  up  and  down  the  lake,  he  succeeded 
in  gaffing  it.  Two  years  ago  it  pursued  a  31b.  pike  he 
was  playing,  and  succeeded  in  getting  it  away ;  and  on 
May  1,  1901,  Mr.  Moore  had  this  fish  on  for  twenty 
minutes,  and  after  almost  jumping  into  the  canoe  it 
dashed  into  the  lily  roots  and  escaped  with  two 
triangles.  A  few  evenings  ago  it  was  hooked  at  the 
same  spot  as  before.  It  was  in  slpendid  condition, 
and  shaped  like  a  salmon.— BeZ/asi  Evening  Telegraph. 

Lin  Ireland  pike  are  not  preserved,  and  it  is  not 
un^ortsmanlike  to  kill  them  when  you  can.— Ed. 
ff,  O.J 

^offings  bp_i^e  ^ap. 

"  There  is  cm  indication  of  the  soul  in  the  voice,  and 
one  may  divine  the  nature  of  the  former  by  the  rinq  of 
the  latter"— B..  Lavedan. 


A  Beotheb  Angler,"  writing  on  June  10  from 
Ballinrobe,  Ireland,  says:  "We  came  on  h-re  on 
i  riday  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  I  got  two  lovely 
trout  fishing  Lough  Mask.  Yesterday  (Monday, 
June  9)  was  a  bitterly  cold  north  wind,  and  it  felt  and 
looked  like  snow,  but,  however,  we  (my  friend  and  I) 
braved  the  storm  and  were  rewarded  by  the  best  take 
we  have  had  yet.  We  started  fishing  at  about 
1.30  p.m.  and  fished  till  7.30  and  got  eleven  fish.  I 


don't  know  total  weight-ten  weighed  ISilb.— but 
amongst  them  I  got  a  gillaroo  of  about  3ilb.  on  the 
March  Brown,  and  he  gave  great  sport  on  a  light  tea- 
foot  rod  of  Scotford's,  which  acted  admirably.  My 
friend  got  his  full  share  of  the  fish,  and  altogether  we 
had  a  grand  day.  I  should  never  care  to  have  another 
season's  dapping  while  the  fish  can  be  got  casting  with 
the  artificial.  Although  there  is  a  big  rise  of  May 
Fly  here  (Lough  Mask,  Ballinrobe  end),  they  don't 
dap,  and  the  fish  take  all  right  even  during  the  height 
of  the  May  Fly  rise.  Some  few  miles  lower  down 
they  dap  of  lateiyears." 


Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  and  H.R.H. 
the  Princess  of  Wales  have  graciously  accepted  copies 
of  the  Coronation  Hymn  (words  by  A.  W.  Letts 
music  by  the  Rev.  A.  Wellesley  Batson,  Mus.Bac  ' 
Oxon.).  Published  by  Partridge  &  Cooper,  Limited 
Fleet-street,  E.C. 


The  list  of  cases  at  the  Westminster  County  Court 
on  Wednesday  contained  the  names  Crow,  Swan 
Pigeon,  Hawksley,  and  Wing,  together  with  three 
Fowlers,  a  Bat,  and  a  Fox. 


THE  "CORONATION"  SEA  SERPENT. 
By  a  Visitor  (American,  of  course). 
[The  sea  serpent  has  been  seen  ;  it  had  four  great 
fins  as  big  as  sails. — Daily  Paper.'] 

Perhaps  in  sea  serpents  you  do  not  believe, 
But  I  come  from  the  land  where  folks  never  deceive. 
I've  seen  a  round  dozen  myself  great  and  small, 
But  this  last  one,  I  reckon,  eclipses  'em  all. 
His  jolly  old  mouth  is  so  wide,  oh ! 
A  town  down  his  throat  it  could  glide,  oh  I 
In  drinking  he'll  swallow  a  tide,  oh  I 
Each  eye  is  as  big  as  St.  Paul's. 

You  hear  that  your  steamers  are  lost  in  a  storm  

No  such  thing,  he  just  books  'em  to  keep  his  chest 
warm  ; 

Well,  a  something  he  must  have  to  fill  himself  out, 
And  the  Condor  he  swallowed,  I  haven't  a  doubt. 
His  jolly  old  mouth  is  so  wide,  oh  ! 
A  fleet  in  it  snugly  might  ride,  oh  I 
And  when  fighting  has  got  to  be  tried,  oh  1 
It  would  be  safer  in  there  than  out. 

One  night  this  sea  serpent  was  taken  so  ill. 
And  he  thought  that  the  moon  might  just  serve  as 
a  pill. 

'  Why,"  sez  he,  "  I  can't  reach  it,  surprisin'  to  find, 
I  must  grow  a  mile  longer— or  alter  my  mind." 
Then  an  iceberg,  ten  miles  ofi,  he  spied,  oh  1 
And  "  a  taster  "  quite  quickly  he  tried,  oh  1 
It  seemed  so  to  cool  his  inside,  oh  I 
He  swallowed  a  score  of  the  kind. 

Once  two  whales  were  fightin',  if  you'll  believe  me. 
Such  a  tarnation  splashin'  I  never  did  see;  ' 
Up  comes  this  old  chap,  they  were  covered  with  gore. 
But  he  bolted  'em  both  and  then  looked  round  for 
more. 

For  small  fish  he  couldn't  abide,  oh  1 
Though  tarpon  for  whitebait  he  tried,  oh  I 
For  novelty  constantly  sighed,  oh! 
So  ate  of  his  own  brood  a  score, 

'Tis  to  the  Coronation  he's  come,  that  is  clear, 
And  I  fear  that  his  visit  will  make  your  fish  dear. 
You  may  p'raps  want  to  catch  him.    Well,  then, 

let  me  see. 
You  British,  I  guess,  may  rely  upon  ME. 
You  will  want  an  experienced  guide,  oh  I 
Who  will  know  how  to  leather  his  hide,  oh  I 
So  oft  I've  such  monsters  defied,  oh  I 
'Twill  be  a  mere  trifle  to  me. 


Enormous  shoals  of  young  salmon  are  now  ascend- 
ing the  Shannon. 


Anglers  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  a  remark- 
able curiosity,  in  the  shape  of  a  jack  without  a  tail, 
may  be  seen  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Thames  Ditton. 
This  jack,  a  small  one,  was  caught  by  Mr.  C.  Lawless, 
of  Thames  Ditton.  The  tail  would  appear  to  have 
been  lost  when  the -fish  was  very  young,  as  the  top 
and  bottom  fins  have  greatly  developed,  which 
proves  they  have  been  used  as  a  substitute 
for  the  tail.  Mr.  Ayling,  at  whose  hotel  at 
Thames  Ditton  this  curiosity  is  on  view,  is 
well  known  to  lovers  of  the  piscatorial  art,  and  is 
the  gentleman  who  last  year  started  the  up-river 
illuminated  gardens  on  the  Continental  plan, 
where  one  can  take  one's  refreshment  to  the  strains  of 
the  beautiful  music  of  the  Blue  Hungarian  Band,  and 
the  soft  radiance  of  thousands  of  parti-coloured  lights. 
Indeed,  Thames  Ditton  has  been  a  recognised  ren- 
dezvoui  for  haUtuis  of  the  river."  [Oh,  for  some 
better  weather  to  enjoy  "  the  soft  radiance  of  pirti- 
coloured  lights,"] 


Some  of  the  Board  School  scholars  have  such  a 
phonetic  sense  that  when  asked  to  write  out  any  well 
known  piece  of  composition  they,  to  a  limited  extent, 
"keep  the  promise  to  the  ear,  but  break  it  to  the 
hope."    At  Poplar  a  boy  produced  the  following  :— 

"  Roul  Pretanyer  Pretanyer  all  the  way 
Three  cheers  nevar  nevar  uevar  shall  be  slave." 
This  may  be  the  Poplar  but  not  the  popular  version. 
No  doubt  the  'bus  conductor's  cry,  "  Britannia  I— all 
the  way  I  "  lingered  in  the  lad's  ears.    Such  is  the 
force  of  association. 


Six  degrees  of  frost  were  registered  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  on  June  10. 


"  Nature,"  says  the  Fruit  Chower,  "  provides  the 
wasp  in  most  seasons  with  natural  food  in  the  form  of 
insects,  and  it  is  sheer  want  of  power  to  resist  tempta- 
tion which  drives  it  to  the  most  glorious  samples  of 
hanging  fruit,  just  as  the  drunkard  is  driven  to  drink. 
The  wasp  is  '  a  ravaging  dipsomaniac,'  and,  failing  a 
home  for  incurables,  must  be  summarily  dealt  with." 
[I  don't  wonder  at  the  wasp  becoming  a  dipsomaniac. 
Imagine  its  feelings  of  envy  when  it  is  only  allowed  to 
figure  in  funny  rhymes  about  Scotchmen's  legs,  while 
deathless  lyrics  are  written  about  "  The  Honeysuckle 
and  the  Bee."] 


Forty-two  pounds  has  been  presented  by  the 
Kaiser  to  tho  crew  of  the  lifeboat  Cyclist,  of  Hartle- 
pool. 


The  hero  of  "  Arrah  na  Pogue  "  says  he  wants  an 
alibi,  and  he  won't  be  put  oS  with  half  a  one,  he 
wants  a  whole  one.  Our  King  (Long  may  he  reign  I) 
has,  among  other  things,  a  prerogative,  not  half,  but 
a  whole  one,  full  size  and  of  British  manufacture.  This 
prerogative  dates  from  the  reign  of  Edward  II. ,  and  pro- 
vides that  when  a  sturgeon  is  caught  or  thrown  ashore  it 
can  be  claimed  as  the  property  of  the  Sovereign.  A 
fine  sturgeon,  about  eight  feet  in  length  and  weighing 
over  1401b.,  was  caught  in  the  river  Wye  at  Symond's 
Yat,  near  Ross.  A  message  was  therefore  despatched 
to  the  King  informing  him  of  the  capture  of  the  fisli, 
and  a  reply  was  received  to  the  effect  that  his  Majesty 
did  not  wish  to  exercise  his  prerogative  in  this  instance. 
The  fish  was  therefore  sent  to  Billingsgate  to  be  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  caught  it. 


One  of  the  best  stories  told  by  Dean  Hole  is  that  of 
the  unsophisticated  Irishmen  who  were  summoned  on 
a  jury— presumably  for  the  first  time.  On  arriving  at 
the  police-court,  and  being  directed  by  the  usher  to 
go  to  the  usual  place,  they,  one  and  all,  made  straight- 
way for  the  dock  I 

My  friend,  "  Rodwell  Hookham,"  writes  to  me  that 
he  finds  the  following  interesting  item  in  the 
"  Monthly  Magazine  "  for  April,  1796  :  "  Lately,  near 
Maldon,  Essex,  an  eel  was  taken  measuring  five  feet 
six  inches  in  length,  seventeen  inches  in  girth,  and 
weighing  261bs  ,  the  largest  of  the  species  ever  caught 
or  described  in  natural  history."  The  italics  are  in 
the  original.  [R.  H.  would  like  to  know  whether  I 
know  of  an  instance  surpassing  the  above,  or  whether 
it  still  "  holds  the  record."  I  do  not  know  of  an 
authenticated  case ;  perhaps  some  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  may.  Were  I  to  pull  such  a 
"  whopper  "  out  on  my  line  I  should  probably  exclaim, 
"  Comme  il  faut "  {"  Come,  eel  foe  I  ")  ] 

When  the  button  comes  ofi  the  back  of  a  man's 
shirt  his  oholer  begins  to  rise. 


Monday  next— June  16.  That  is  a  date  which 
thou?ands  of  anglers  are  looking  forward  to,  for  it 
marks  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season.  I  am 
always  of  an  optimistic  turn  of  mind,  yet  I  must  admit 
that  prospects  are  not  over  brilliant.  It  is  feared  that 
on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  roach,  perch, 
bream,  dace,  pike,  and  other  coarse  fish  will  not  be  in 
fit  condition  for  the  basket.  However,  I  know  a  great 
many  who  will  have  a  good  try.  Wimbledon  Lake 
will  have  its  votaries,  many  will  visit  the  Welsh  Harp 
(which  as  Chevalier  reminds  us  is  Hendon  way),  and 
not  a  few  will  go  to  Prensham  Pond  near  Parnham. 
There  are  many  other  places  sure  to  prove  attractive. 
*  »  ♦  »  » 

Friend  Nash,  of  the  Half  Moon,  St.  Neots,  says, 
"  Water  on  the  Huntingdon  Ouse  all  right.  Come 
down  soon,  Drag."  From  the  river  Lark  Captain 
Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  sends  mean  equally  pressing 
invitation,  adding  "if  the  fish  are  not  on,  simple  the 
Coronation  strawberries."  Host  Rolph,  of  the  Ram 
Hotel,  Brandon,  prophesies  a  good  season  and  wants 
me  to  help  verify  his  forecast.  All  I  can  say  to  my 
brother  anglers  is — Wherever  we  go  may  we  troll 
merrily  "  This  is  our  opening  day,"  and  come  back 
sa'icfed.    "  Good  luck  to  all  "  is  the  wish  of 

Dbaonet. 
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pFovineial  flfigliog  Kotes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  ^vill  be  published  on  Wednes- 
day, June  25,  in  consequence  of  the  Coronation  holidays. 
All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
mtist  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Tuesday  morning,  J une  24. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  very  peculiar  weather  for 
June.  It  has  been  remarkably  cold  for  the  time  of 
the  year ;  it  has  been  frosty  at  nights,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  it  has  been  dull  and  miserable. 
Bain  has  fallen  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  our 
rivers  swollen  and  discoloured  The  Severn  has 
been  in  a  bad  state  for  trcut  fishing,  but  some  of 
the  private  streams  and  reservoirs  have  provided  decent 
sport  for  a  select  few,  the  reservoir  at  Whitacre  has 
been  fished  with  some  success,  and  six  brace  of  good 
sized  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  the  largest 
fish  being  about  2Jlb.  Gofton  reservoir  has  also 
yielded  some  good  fish,  but  the  subscribers,  owing  to 
the  sad  state  of  the  weather,  have  patronised  the 
water  but  little  during  the  past  week.  The  fly  on 
the  Severn  has  been  of  little  use,  the  spinning 
mionow  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  attractive 
bait,  but  the  fish  taken  have  been  few  and  small.  Our 
members  are  looking  forward  to  Monday  next,  as  the 
coarse  fish  are  reported  to  be  in  very  fair  condition 
and  that  they  have  recovered  from  their  spawning 
operations  in  the  Avon  and  Severn.  Some  of  our 
members  report  that  when  fishing  for  eels  on  the  river 
Anker  bream  have  taken  and  been  returned  to  the  water 
in  good  condition.  Several  contests  will  take  place  as 
soon  as  the  season  opens,  but  they  will  be  chiefly 
fished  in  the  canals.  The  West  End  club  have  decided 
to  fish  their  opening  contest  in  the  canal  at  Eugeley  on 
June  22  under  the  Association  rules.  Our  premier 
club,  the  Midland  Piscatorials,  have  just  finished 
up  their  financial  year,  and  judging  from  their  balance- 
sheet  they  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  They  have 
paid  £92 10s.  for  water  rent  and  £50  for  bailiSs,  and  they 
have  spent  a  considerable  sum  for  restocking,  yet  they 
have  about  £23  lOs.  in  hand.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  secretary, 
is  to  be  complimented  upon  the  state  of  affairs.  The 
last  balance-sheet  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
shows  that  they  have  in  hand  about  £64  ;  to  this  has 
to  be  added  the  members'  subscriptions  now  due.  A 
letter  was  read  at  the  committee  meeting  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  on  Thursday  (June  5) 
stating  that  Sunday  contests  would  not  be  allowed 
at  Pershore,  but  individual  anglers  would  be  allowed 
to  fish  by  obtaining  permission.  At  Wyre  Sunday 
fishing  is  not  allowed,  but  contests  may  be  fished  on 
weekdays  free  of  charge.  If  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  do  not  find  another  place  as  headquarters, 
the  B.D.U.A.  threaten  to  remove. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  taken  during  the 
past  week  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hull,  and  the 
Driffield  Canal,  Prodingham  Beck,  Kelk  Beck,  and 
other  tributaries  are  all  in  very  nice  order  for  opera- 
tions with  the  fly,  but  the  weather  has  again 
been  very  cold  and  unseasonable  for  the  time 
of  year  since  Saturday,  June  7,  consequently  sport 
has  only  been  moderate  in  any  quarter,  yet  in  the 
tidal  waters  below  Hempholme  odd  very  good  fish  have 
been  secured  with  worm  and  minnows.  These  waters 
are  now  in  grand  condition  for  the  coarse  fisher  when 
the  season  opens  on  June  16,  and  if  the  weather 
becomes  warmer  sport  should  be  good  in  all  parts  of 
the  river ;  and  the  lower  waters  between  Hull  Bridge 
and  Dunswell  are  also  in  very  fair  trim  and  good  fish 
on  the  move  in  most  parts.  The  Beverley  Angling 
Association  fished  their  second  match  on  the  river 
near  Beverley  Beckend  and  did  fairly  well,  ]Mr.  Horace 
Thompson  securing  the  first  prize  ;  and  the  County 
Association  decided  their  second  match  at  Weelferry, 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Turner,  J.  Render,  and  G.  Rea  taking 
first  three  honours ;  the  Hull  Preservation  Society 
hold  their  annual  open  match  and  "  Cutting  "  Chal 
lenge  Cup  competition  on  the  river  Ancholme  at 
Ferriby  Sluice  on  June  21,  and  on  June  27  the 
Universal  A.  A.  will  open  their  season  on  the  Ancholme 
at  Brigg.  A  sea  anglers'  society  has  been  established 
for  Hull  and  district  at  the  Neptune  Hotel,  and  will 
shortly  open  their  season  at  Bridlington. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helen's  Anglers  during  the  past  week  were 
called  together  to  transact  routine  and  other  business, 
which  included  the  arrangement  of  a  summer  pro 
gramme.  The  full  report,  however,  remains  for  com 
pletion,  so  that  in  all  probability  it  will  be  announced 
next  week.  The  Openshaw  Central  Angling  Association 
have  decided  to  fish  their  opening  match  on  the  22nd  in 
in  the  canal  at  Bollington.  The  Victoria  Angling 
Society,  Longsight,  are  due  at  Heatley  on  the  28  th 
to  open  the  season.  The  benevolent  fund  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  is  to  receive  a  helping 
hand  on  the  21st  with  a  match  at  Barton.    The  hon 


sec.  writes  to  say  that  entries  will  be  taken  on  the 
bank  up  to  2.45,  and  that  members  are  requested  to 
bring  and  show  their  tickets  for  this  season.  The 
entrance  fee  is  Is.,  and  this  makes  each  competitor  a 
full  member  in  addition  to  right  to  fish  for  the  prizes 
on  the  21st.  Our  rivers  continue  to  disappoint,  in 
fact  are  not  fishing  at  all  well. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Although  the  conditions  have  been  distinctly  favour- 
able for  bottom  fishing,  the  heavy  rainstorms  which 
prevailed  last  week  were  responsible  for  a  series  of 
freshets.  These  were  in  no  way  welcomed  by  the  fly- 
fishing fraternity,  as  owing  to  the  discoloured  condi- 
tion of  the  waters  a  large  number  of  flies  floated  down 
the  streams  almost  entirely  unheeded  by  the  fish. 
Fortunately  the  waters  soon  cleared,  and  a  few  nice 
lots  of  trout  were  captured,  the  black  gnat  killing  some 
of  the  best  specimens.  Since  Saturday,  June  7,  the 
weather  has  again  taken  a  wintry  turn,  exceptionally 
keen  north-east  winds  having  prevailed.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  fly-fishing  has 
fallen  off  somewhat,  but  bottom  anglers  cont!»ue  to 
meet  with  satisfactory  sport.  Maggots  are  still  being 
depended  upon  as  a  biit,  and  those  fishing  up-stream 
have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  a  lacs  of  sport. 
Extremely  encouraging  reports  are  to  hand  from  the 
Fen  waters  regarding  the  prospects  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season,  which  commences  next  week.  The  fish 
have  been  favoured  with  a  fairly  good  spawning  time, 
and  although  roach  are,  as  usual,  rather  late,  other 
varieties— especially  bream— are  said  to  be  rapidly 
getting  into  condition,  and  on  most  waters  sport  will 
commence  early. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  was  generally  expected  the  bulk  of.  our  local 
waters  are  opened  to-day  (June  14),  so  that  from  this 
day  we  may  expect  the  coarse  fisher  to  be  strongly  in 
evidence.  Matches  of  more  or  less  importance  com- 
mence to-day  (June  14),  and  will  be  a  standing  bill  of 
fare  until  the  end  of  September.  Some  of  the  leading 
events  for  years  have  shown  signs  of  falling  off, 
and  will  this  year  probably  be  respectably  buried. 
This  sort  of  thing  has  been  considerably  overdone 
both  with  trophies  and  big  money  open  events, 
and  the  natural  reaction  has  of  course  followed.  The 
Bolton  Anglers'  Association  some  years  ago  altered  the 
conditions  for  their  cup,  and  now  the  County  Palatine 
Anglers'  Association  have  decided  to  combine  their 
championship  and  cup  competitions  in  one  event. 
The  Stag  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  open  the 
season  at  Althorpe  on  June  29  with  a  match.  Several 
city  rods  have  been  doing  well  during  the  past  week, 
especially  those  on  the  BoUin.  One  well  known  rod 
Mr.  Craddock,  of  Bollin  fame,  has  done  very  well 
Others  in  Ireland  also  report  very  good  baskets,  whilst 
in  private  waters  several  good  days  are  mentioned. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  are  growing  anxious  to  renew  their  connec 
tion  with  the  piscatorial  arts,  and  prospects  for  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  on  Monday  are  extremely 
bright,  for  at  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was 
running  in  low  and  beautiful  order  for  the  capture  of 
general  fish.  Baits,  especially  caddis  grubs  and  gentles, 
have  been  in  great  demand  for  some  days  past.  Barbel, 
chub,  roach  and  bream  are,  for  the  most  part,  still  on  the 
"scours,"  and  no  baits  will  be  found  so  killing  as 
those  named.  It  will  be  useless  operating  on  deep 
swims — the  fish  are  on  the  gravelly  shallows,  and  in 
order  to  tempt  them  the  angler  will  do  well  to  employ 
the  lightest  possible  tackle.  At  Shardlow  members 
will  find  a  new  and  experienced  river  keeper  on  hand 
The  Wellington  Society,  who,  of  course,  rent  the 
waters,  have  secured  his  services.  Sport  for  the  past 
week  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  tributaries,  several 
brace  of  handsome  trout  having  been  creeled  on  the 
Greet  and  Dover  Beck.  I  he.ar  that  a  portion  of  the 
beck  near  Oxton  has  changed  hands,  going  in  with 
certain  shooting  rights.  At  the  recent  annual  meeting 
of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  something 
like  a  himdred  new  members  were  enrolled.  The 
association  have  acquired  the  rights  of  the  well-known 
Shelford  stretch. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  wind  has  been  N.  and  N.E.  most  of  the  past 
seven  days,  and  the  weather  very  cold  indeed  for  the 
time  of  year ;  top  coats  and  fires  almost  a  necessity. 
Moreover  there  has  been  some  very  wet  days,  con- 
sequently very  few  rods  have  been  out,  many 
anglers  preferring  home  comforts  to  the  water- 
side. Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  were  caught, 
but  most  of  the  fish  were  soft  and  lank ;  flies 
of  all  kinds  have  been  very  scarce,  and  if  the  present 
weather  continues  a  few  more  days  the  Miy  Fly 
season  will  be  over  without  the  fish  deriving  mucb 
benefit  from  them.  Sunshine  is  much  wanted  just  now 
both  by  the  angler  and  agriculturist.  The  high  water 
has  passed  away,  and  the  rivers  and  brooks  are  in  splen- 
did order.  Some  of  our  club  anglers  have  had  fine 
sport  among  the  twaite  in  the  Lower  Teme  and  in 
the  Severn  below  the  Diglis  weir  and  at  Tewkesbury. 


Mr.  L.  P.  Higgs,  President  of  the  District  Association, 
had  a  big  catch  on  Saturday  morning  last,  which  was 
exhibited  in  the  window  of  his  fishing  tackle  ware- 
house in  Bridge-street  and  caused  great  attraction. 
Others  have  had  good  catches,  small  spinning  baits  and 
the  Grasshopper  being  the  most  successful  baits.  Club 
meetings  have  been  well  attended  this  week,  and  the 
members  are  patiently  waiting  for  Monday  to  arrive 
when  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  will  be  at  an  end 
and  the  fishing  season  commence.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  in  all  the  rivers  if  the 
weather  be  propitious,  and  competitions  during  the 
next  fortnight  will  bo  numerous.  Salmon  fishing 
has  been  much  better  this  week  all  down  the  river. 
The  Worcester  nets  have  done  well,  and  the  Clevelode 
and  Upton-on-Severn  nets  have  taken  several  each 
day.  Up  till  this  week  the  nets  at  the  latter  place 
had  not  taken  half-a-dozen  fish  since  the  season  com- 
menced.   This  run  of  fish  will  be  a  godsend  to  them. 

FROM  YORK- AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  in  better  spirits  since  the  middle 
of  last  week  on  account  of  the  warmer  weather  and 
the  bountiful  rains.  If  the  south  and  west  winds 
prevail,  the  beneficial  change  in  the  temperature 
should  prove  permanent.  Under  these  improved 
conditions  there  has  been  a  good  deal  more  heard 
of  the  May  Ply,  which  has  risen  on  nearly  all  the 
streams  and  been  the  means  of  anglers  enjoying  more 
sport  than  had  been  their  lot  for  some  time  past.  In 
a  few  instances  as  many  as  ten  brace  of  trout  were 
secured  in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing.  Both  fly  and 
minnow  yielded  good  baskets,  and  the  worm  has  also 
been  useful  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharf e  below 
Otley.  At  Tadcaster  the  bottom  fishers  are  looking 
forward  to  the  advent  of  the  coarse  fishing  season. 
The  Tadcaster  Angling  Association  have  awarded 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the  year 
ending  June  1  as  follows  : — Pike,  W.  Waites ;  perch, 
T.  Pearson ;  chub,  W.  H.  Barker ;  roach,  T.  Hale ; 
eel,  T.  Pearson ;  barbel,  A.  Thompson ;  grayling,  W. 
Waites ;  dace,  G.  Galtress :  trout,  J.  Tennyson ; 
flounder,  J.  Tayson ;  bream,  G.  Galtress  ;  gudgeon, 
J.  Marshall. 


HOW  TO  DISTINGUISH  A  SALMON 
FROM  A  TROUT. 


After  the  recent  tantalising  notice  of  the  supposed 
capture  of  a  salmon  (grilse)  in  the  Thames,  it  may  be 
of  seivice  to  point  out  how  anyone  can  confidently 
tell  a  salmon  from  a  trout.  If  an  oblique  line,  from 
behind  forwards,  is  taken  from  the  root  of  the  adipose 
fin  to  the  easily  recognised  lateral  line  and  the  scales 


in  this  oblique  line  are  counted  it  will  be  found  that 
the  number  is  twelve  or  less  in  all  true  salmon.  If 
the  number  be  fourteen  or  more  then  the  fish  is  a 
trout  or  sea-trout.  I  believe  the  number  thirteen  is 
never  found.  If  it  were,  then  other  differences  would 
have  to  be  searched  for  to  distinguish  the  variety  of 
the  fish.  Naturalists  all  over  the  world  are  agreed  upon 
this  fixed  point  of  difference  between  Salmo  salar 
and  the  various  other  Salmonidie.  The  accompanying 
diagram  may  make  the  above  description  clearer. 
Although  the  habits  of  the  sea-trout  are  similar  to 
the  salmon  in  going  back  to  salt  water  to  feed  and 
recuperate,  yet  this  test  of  the  scales  shows  the  sea- 
trout  to  be  more  nearly  related  to  the  common  river 
trout ;  the  only  other  tests  of  difference  that  are 
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»    HOTELS,   FISHM^O   QUARTERS,  &c. 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTELl 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  CuchuUiii  I 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the! 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  I 
Fishing,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of  I 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  | 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan  ;  also  good  Loch  [ 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  ^Posting.  [ 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan. 
 WM.  SHARP,' Proprietor. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan^ 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make, 

XT^'h*ur^i.pt::ursai.r"anT,"v:^^       began  on  ist  of  march. 

F'ishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (Ave  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  C'om-se  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  GlasRow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
Hotel.    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4* 


MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY.j 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and| 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  : 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'! 
board,  9/-  per  day. — Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 

RHICONICH 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE  I 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROl'T  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  PictureS(|ue | 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Postinp 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishingl 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  pronjptlyl 
attended  to.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call! 
fortnightly.    EvAN  Grant,  Proprietor. 


S.  WAILiESS. 

ALL  PEESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
on  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SwaiigolGl,Tei|liur!j,wo[i;8sle[s|ni. 


HOTELl 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

staying 


FREE  FISHING 

in 


for  Visitors 
Hotel. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS  INN, 

Brendon,  N.  Devon. 

Most  Central  for  Pishing  in  river  Lynn. 
GOOD  TROUT  STREAM. 

Nearest  Hotel  to  Doune  Valley.   Good  Accom- 
modation,   iloderate  Tariff. 
  JOSEPH  TOTTERDELL.  Proprietor. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Perox  Pish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Cabnabvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL,| 

Egrg-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw  | 
and  Little  Dart. 


LOCH  KATRINE    STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifnlly  sitnated  in  the  hear 
of  Rob  Roy's  conntry,  Glenjiyle  and  the  romantic  f;raveyard  of  flan  Gregor  being  in  close  pio.ximitv 
and  as  a  tlshniK  station  it  is  uiisniijasscil.  The  flshlii};  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  Jhe  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossaclis 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  froiii  Inversnaid  or  by  Aherfovle 
and  Tros.s.achs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Pust  and  telegraph  ottlce  in  hotel. 

 DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Proprietor. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLE.SEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the  | 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathiuf 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and] 
river  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap  I 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included! 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  reiiuest. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTELl 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.    Also  Angling | 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Gbant,  Pro-| 
prietor. 

DETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND.! 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  I 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  riverl 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats! 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing.  I 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and| 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing   on  Loch  Awe, 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Nam  and  Loch  Moon. 
To  save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secui-e  rooms  and  boats.  Special  Terms  f(jr  June, 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  -.—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  .S|>lendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors 
Inclusive  Terais  from  Two  Guineas  jier  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors  ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  KEBUrLT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL  SALMON  FISHING 

(Late  William  RUFUS),  \  k^^^m^a.im.\^ X  AkJAlXXl  \J, 

8IMONSBATH,  EXMOOR. 
TEN  MILES  OF  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 


LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 


on  the  river  Barle,  Free  to  Visitors  staying! 
at  the  Hotel.  This  old-established  Hotel  is 
situated  on  Exmoor,  and  has  undergone  great  I 
alterations.  Under  new  management.  Terms  | 
on  application.    R.  M.  MOTLE,  Proprietor. 


BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J. 
Maisey,  Killin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBKIDaE,   S.  DEVON 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUlddlegex. 
e'ishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish, 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch.  | 
Rudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch.  | 

Bottom  Fishing   

lack  Fishing   

Closed   during:  the 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
2/6 

Fence  Season. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miles  in  circumference. 


Coarse 


Fishing'  Closed  during 
Fence  Months. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 

Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Suney. " 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Pishing 

FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Hotel  adjoins  Golf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
I'hree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
tishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting : 
.Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Proprietor. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  nndst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
mg  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UiST. 

Best  Fishinr/  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  50  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Be.^ufcifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dochart . 
'"■-ounded  by  wild,  ijicturtsque  and  romantic  scenery  ■ 
miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay.  and  one  mile 
rom  Luib  Station  on  (he  Callandarand  Chan  Railway 
•  ive  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
rn  er  Dochart,  loch  Dochart.  and  loch  Nubhair,  Free  to 
Visitors  sta.ving  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  'Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
nd  Telegraiph,  Luili  Station. 

DONALD  McNAtJGIlTON,  Proprietor. 


MAY  FLY  ON  flBOllT  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  -efurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 
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tellable  being  the  number  of  teeth  in  the  middle  line 
of  upper  jaw  on  the  hard  palate,  and  the  examination 
of  the  interior  of  the  digestive  tract.  In  grilse  these 
teeth  (called  vomerine  by  scientists)  are  very  few  and 
stunted ;  in  trout  they  are  always  numerous  ;  in  sea- 
trout  they  seem  midway  between  the  two.  Then  as 
to  the  digestive  organs,  any  fish  taken  with  rod  and 
line  in  fresh  water,  which  shows  no  food  remains  that 
are  recognisable  to  the  naked  eye  throughout  the 
entrails,  that  fish  may  almost  with  certainty  be  pro- 
nounced as  not  a  fresh-water  trout.  A  sea-trout 
may  also  have  no  food  remains,  but  the  number  of 
scales  will  then  at  once  decide  wliether  it  be  a  salmon 
or  sea-trout.  However,  the  test  of  the  number  of 
scales  is  sufficient  to  remember,  and  will  satisfy  the 
scientists.  J.  Kingston  Babton. 


ANGLING  BECOMING 
SCIENTIFIC." 


TOO 


Angling  as  a  sport  is  becoming  too  scientific  for 
the  plain,  wayfaring  man.  Last  week,  in  the  Berwick 
Police  Court,  fifteen  anglers  were  convicted  and  fined 
for  having  in  their  possession  salmon  smolts.  In 
defence,  the  anglers  urged  that  the  fish  in  question 
were  not  smolts  but  yellow  trout,  and  expert  evidence 
was  led  to  show  that  they  were  wrong.  A  Mr. 
Spreckley,  of  the  Solway  Breeding  Ponds,  declared 
the  fish  to  be  migratory  SalmonidiB.  Till  lately 
anglers,  in  their  simplicity,  have  been  under  the 
impression  that  a  smolt  could  be  distinguished  from  a 
yellow  trout  by  means  of  its  markings,  the  smolt 
being  silvery,  and  having  a  series  of  blue  bars  along 
its  sides.  Mr.  Spreckley  has  no  faith  in  this.  In  his 
view  what  distinguishes  a  migratory  fish  from  a  yellow 
trout  is  that  tbe  migratory  fish  has  never  more  than 
thirteen  scales  from  the  lateral  line  to  the  root  of  the 
adipose  fin,  while  the  fresh-water  trout  has  never  less 
than  thirteen.  From  this  it  is  quite  clear  that  some- 
times a  fish  of  either  species  may  have  just  thirteen 
scales,  and  tbe  unfortunate  angler  is  not  told  how  he 
is  to  diSerentiate  in  such  a  case.  There  is  a  delightful 
uncertainty  about  this,  and  it  looks  as  if  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  had  discovered  a  happy  mode  of 
augmenting  their  revenues  without  having  recourse  to 
taxation.  In  a  former  case  the  expert  witness  stated 
that  microscopic  examination  was  necessary  to  deter- 
mine the  species.  This  suggests  one  or  two  possibili- 
ties. First,  that  the  angler  ia  Tweed  must,  as  part  of 
his  sporting  equipment,  possess  a  good  microscope. 
Tackle-makers  will  please  note  this.  Spcond,  when 
he  catches  a  fish,  he  will  subject  it  to  a  severe  micro- 
scopic scrutiny.  If  of  opinion  tbat  it  is  a  smolt,  he 
wilt  return  it  to  the  river.  It  will  for  a  certainty  be 
dead  by  then;  but  the  angler  will  have  the  tranquil 
conviction  that  he  is  obeying  the  law.  Third,  Edin- 
burgh anglers  should  induce  the  Heriot-Watt  authori- 
ties to  establish  a  class  in  Ichthyology,  taught  by 
Mr.  Spreckley,  whereby  such  of  the  citizens  as  have 
sporting  proclivities  may  have  their  feet  steadied  while 
treading  in  those  paths  which  wise  lawgivers  have 
rendered  beneficently  slippery.  For  his  own  part  the 
writer  thinks  of  emioia,tiDg.— Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch,  June  2. 


CLOSE  TIME  FOR  SCOTCH  TROUT. 

In  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Freshwater  Pish  (Scotland)  Bill  on  June  5,  the 
Lord  Advocate  moved  an  amendment  with  the  object 
of  preventing  fishery  proprietors  or  their  nominees 
from  netting  trout  in  lochs  or  ponds.  It  was  argued 
by  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  that  the  com- 
mercial value  of  trout  must  be  considered  as  well  as 
their  sporting  value,  and  that  if  proprietors  were 
prevented  from  netting  in  lochs  or  ponds,  some 
naturally  and  others  artificially  stocked,  a  very  valuable 
industry  would  be  interfered  with.  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw 
suggested  the  insertion  of  a  proviso  leaving  it  still  legal 
and  permissible  for  proprietors  and  others  to  fish  for 
trout  by  net  in  all  rivers,  waters,  and  lochs  for  scientific 
breeding  or  restocking  purposes;  and  ultimately  a 
compromise,  which  had  the  approval  of  Mr.  Bryce 
was  arrived  at,  under  which  the  Lord  Advocate  agreed 
to  exclude  from  the  operation  of  his  amendment  all 
ponds  or  lochs  exclusively  belonging  to  such  persons, 
and  to  insert  a  proviso  on  the  lines  of  that  proposed 
by  the  member  for  the  Border  Burghs  to  meet  the  case 
of  taking  trout  out  of  large  lochs.  A  proposal  by  Mr. 
Black  to  subject  proprietors  of  fisheries  to  penalties 
for  placing  fixed  artificial  appliances  in  the  bed  or  at 
the  exit  or  entrance  to  any  stream  or  river  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing,  impounding,  or  otherwise 
impeding  the  free  passage  of  trout  or  other  fresh- water 
fish  was  not  pressed  on  the  representation  of  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  that  such  a  provision  would  h&ve 
the  result  of  putting  an  end  to  the  turning  down  and 
observation  of  trout  obtained  from  America  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  a  matter  in  which  there  was  a  great 
and  growing  interest.  The  bill,  after  passing  through 
committee,  was  read  a  third  time. — The  Field. 


^o(e$  from  tl)e  ^oxtf), 

AOMIEAL  Sir  Csas.  Fane  and  family  again  take  up 
their  residence  at  Balnacoil,  Aboyne.  The  admiral  is 
one  of  the  oldest  (although  not  old)  salmon  anglers  on 
the  Dee,  and  for  many  years  as  Captain  Fane,  R.N., 
leased  the  Borrowstone  Dee  fishings. 

The  rivers  have  been  up  and  down  almost  with  tide- 
like regularity  for  some  weeks  back,  making  anything 
like  decent  sport  an  impossibility.  However,  a  good 
run  of  grilse  and  sea-trout  have  been  drawn  into  the 
estuaries,  and  will  make  their  presence  felt  when  once 
the  weather  settles. 


All  through  the  spring  the  fly  has  been  the  taking 
lure  when  fish  were  on  the  move,  and  latterly  the  very 
smallest  patterns  have  been  the  chief  favourites  even 
in  big  waters.  Small  double  irons  (hooka)  rule  the 
day. 


The  Deveron  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Don  are 
the  happy  hunting  grounds  of  the  yellow  trout  anglers. 
Mr.  Williamson  and  some  others  have  made  good 
baskets  on  the  latter  stream,  whenever  there  was  the 
ghost  of  a  chance.  "  One  day  up,  the  next  day  down, 
and  all  over  nothing  certain,"  is  the  common  report. 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  PitzWilliam  and  party,  who  have 
been  fishing  the  Ballogie  and  Gommonty  waters  on 
the  Dee,  left  Potarch  Inn  on  Monday.  They  have 
had  a  very  fair  season  as  things  go.  Mr.  Brocklehurst 
stays  on  to  fish  the  water  through  June. 


The  free  burgh  waters  on  the  Don  at  Inverurie  are 
finding  many  patrons.  We  counted  over  thirty  rods 
last  Saturday,  and  the  average  did  not  exceed  a  half- 
pounder  apiece. 

Mr.  Pat  Shepherd  had  a  salmon  of  91b.  on  the  Urie 
one  day  last  week,  in  addition  to  a  heavy  basket  of 
trout  otherwise.  This  is  an  excellent  little  stream, 
and  goes  with  the  free  waters  of  the  burgh. 

Monday  last  was  observed  as  the  annual  holiday  at 
Ballater,  the  village  nearest  to  the  King's  waters  at 
Balmoral,  when,  in  default  of  a  Glasgow  Exhibition 
or  other  distant  attraction,  the  villagers  betook  them- 
selves en  bloc  to  the  river,  adjacent  streams,  and 
nearest  lochs.   

The  best  baskets  were  made  on  Loch  Muick  by 
Bailie  Troup  and  party.  The  day  was  ideal  for  such 
a  spot,  and  some  capital  baskets  were  made.  On  such 
occasions  "French  leave  "  is  the  order  of.  the  day  up 
there. 

The  Deveron  Fishery  Board  last  week  agreed  to 
grant  £3  3s.  towards  the  expense  of  a  joint  memo- 
randum with  the  Tay  Fishery  Board  to  be  laid  before 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries. 


The  Cabrach  is  a  famous  resort  for  anglers  from  the 
south,  but  July  and  August  are  the  best  months.  Of 
course  June  does  well  when  the  weather  is  normal, 
and  this  season  it  is  not  so.    The  waters  are  free. 


The  fish  run  small  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Deveron  compared  with  the  waters  about  Huntly  and 
lower-down,  but  occasionally  a  two  or  three-pounder, 
with  an  odd  salmon  or  two,  sends  the  angler  on  his 
way  rejoicing. 


The  Spey  at  Nethy  Bridge  (in  answer  to  a  corre- 
spondent in  last  week's  issue)  is  easily  fished  free  from 
overhanging  banks,  open  and  clear  as  crystal.  Small 
flies  (save  in  a  flood)  of  the  ordinary  river  and  loch 
type  answer  all  purposes. 

The  Nethy  itself  is  a  most  prolific  little  hill  stream, 
and  may  be  fished  ad  lib.  In  a  flood  six  dozen  may 
be  easily  taken  from  the  bank.  When  small  and  clear 
it  is  best  fished  up-stream,  as  the  trout  are  shy.  The 
average  is  about  Jib. 


The  district  is  a  veritable  angler's  paradise,  and 
should  be  better  known.  I  described  this  and  some 
other  places  in  these  columns  some  years  ago.  It  is 
best  reached  via  Perth,  although  a  tourist's  ticket 
will  take  one  round  by  Aberdeen,  when  some  other 
parts  might  be  worth  a  look  in  en  route. 


Salmon  angling  waters  on  the  Dee  are  going  a- 
begging  for  June  and  July,  when  even  up  to  the  end 
of  May  they  could  not  have  been  had  for  love  or  money. 

Mr.  Brown,  fishmonger.  Union-street,  had  a  sea- 
trout  scaling  101b.  in  his  window  the  other  day,  caught 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  No  sea-trout  are  caught  by 
anglers  in  the  river  itself  above  31b. 

Special  Scotch. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS' 
COMPETITION  ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 


The  twenty  -  third  annual  competition  by  the 
National  Angling  Clubs'  Association  was  held  on 
Loch  Leven  on  Wednesday,  June  4,  when  the  winner 
was  Mr.  W.  D.  Niven,  of  the  Edinburgh  Waverley 
Club,  with  a  catch  of  eleven  trout— 91b.  l^oz.  Last 
year  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  of  the  Edinburgh  Amateur 
Club,  was  the  champion  with  ten  trout— Gib.  l.Ooz. 

Trout.    l\>.  nr.. 

1.  (Custody  of  Challenge   Vase,  Gold 

Medal,  with  bonus  of  £12)  W.  D. 
Niven,  Waverley  A.C  ,  Edinburgh  , 

2.  (Value  £10)  Geo.  K.  Ure  (Committee), 

Bridge  of  Allan  P.C  

3.  (Value  £6)  Jas.  W.  Bowhill,  Ellem 

F.C.  (Duns)   

4.  (Value  £4)   John  Colston,  Glasgow 

Clydesdale  A.C  

5.  (Value  £3)  P.  G.  D.  Gibson,  Edin- 

burgh Walton  A.C  

6.  (Value  £2)  J.  A.  Miller,  Stirling  P.O. 
Special  prize   for   heaviest  trout  (£2)— 

J.  W.  Bowhill,  Ellem  F.C.  (Duns)... 
The  other  catches  were  : — 

7.  P.  D.  Mallooh,  Perth  A.C  

8.  R.  P.  Wilson,  Edinburgh  Amateur  A.C. 

9.  Duncan  Cameron,  Glasgow  Wanderers 

A.C  

10.  W.  Watson,  Dunfermline  A.C. 

11.  J.  Dick,  Pifeshire  A.C  

12.  G.  B.  Bennett.  Callander  A.C. 

13.  Jas.  Gordon,  Kinross-shire  F.C. 

14.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Gresham  A.S.,  London 

15.  H.  W.  Allan,  Western  (Glasgow)  A.C. 
IG.  J.  P.  N.  Graham,  Bridge  of  Allan  F.C. 

17.  L.  S.  Spence  (Committee),  Edinburgh 

Amateur  A.C  

18.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh  A.C  

19.  T.  Pringle,  Kelso  A.  A  

20.  D.  Mason,  Pollokshields  A.C  

21.  F.  A.  Rottenburgh,  Kelvinside  Aca- 

demical A.C  

22.  R.  Butler,  Perthshire  A.C  

23.  J.   D.   Pdterson,   St.  Andrew  A.C, 

Edinburgh   

24.  W.  S.  Vaughan,  Lochleven  A. A. 

25.  G.  J.  Cargey,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 

A.C  

26.  A.  P.  Reid,  Rowbank  A.C,  Paisley  ... 

27.  T.  Wilson,  Coatbridge  A.C  

28.  W.  Robertson,  Glasgow  Borderers  A.C 

29.  D.  Slater,  Newark  Piscatorial  Associa- 

tion   

30.  H.  Harden,  Piscatorial  Society, London 

31.  G.  P.  Galloway,  Esk  Midlothian,  A. I. A. 

32.  Jas.  S.  Rea  (Committee),  Northumber- 

land A.S  

33.  J.  O.  Macniven,  Falkirk  P.  C. 

34.  Jas.  Wilson,  jun.,  Westof  Scotland  A.C 

35.  N.  Thomson,  Buckland  A.C.  (Glasgow) 
86.  B.  Pumphrey,  Northumberland  A.C 

37.  And.  Allise,  St.  Mirin  A.C,  Paisley  ... 

38.  J.  G.  Deans,  St.  Mungo  A.C  ,  Glasgow 

39.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee  A.C  

40.  Robt.  Craig,  Uddingston  Waltonians 

41.  Chas.  Thomson,  Clackmannan  F.C.  ... 
John  M.  Ross  (Com.),  West  of  Scotland 

A.C  

D.  M'Duff,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  A.C  ... 
Alex.  M'Gregor,  Dundee  West  End  A.C... 

Total  capture   
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1 
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1 
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1 
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150  0 

A  DAY  IN  THE  CONSTABLE 
COUNTRY. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  now  announce 
that  the  new  and  attractive  drive  through  the  Con- 
stable Country  will  commence  on  June  17.  Tickets 
on  the  coupon  principle  at  moderate  fires  will  be 
issued  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  (except  Coronation 
week)  by  one  of  the  morning  fast  trains  from  Liver- 
pool-street station,  including  return  railway  fare  to 
Colchester,  and  the  carriage  drive  through  some  of  the 
pleasantest  parts  of  Essex  and  Suffolk  associated  with 
the  great  painter.  Including  luncheon  at  Dedham, 
the  total  cost  will  be  17s.  6d.  first-class  and  12s.  6d. 
third-class.  In  the  course  of  the  drive  opportunity  is 
afforded  of  visiting  some  of  the  scenes  most  familiar 
to  Constable,  and  to  lovers  of  his  works,  such  as  Stoke- 
by-Nayland,  Dedham  Vale,  Flatford  Mill,  and  East 
Bergholt.  The  return  journey  is  accomplished  in  time 
to  visit  some  interesting  parts  of  Colchester,  and  to 
join  the  fast  trains  back  to  town.  An  itinerary  can  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  company's  offices  in  London, 
or  will  be  sent  free  by  post  on  application  to  Mr.  H. 
G.  Drury,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool-street 
Station,  E.G. 
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ANSWEES  ;to  coerespondents. 


N.  F.  T. — The  "  river  worm  "  is  the  common  blood 
worm  to  be  found  in  most  village  duck  ponds  where 
there  is  mud,  also  in  old  rain  water-butts.  The  worm 
is  the  larva  of  the  c  Dmmon  gnat. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Corresporidents.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  HEBRIDES. 

Deae  Sir, — I  am  sending  this  letter  in  answer  to 
one  of  your  correspondent's  request  for  information 
about  the  trout  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  Hebrides. 
In  August  of  last  year  I  and  two  friends,  having  heard 
that  the  sport  in  this  part  was  good,  especially  as 
regarded  sea-trout,  took  boat  from  Oban  and  after  a 
twelve  hours'  voyage  finally  established  ourselves  in 
Creagorry  Hotel  on  the  Island  of  Benbecula,  which 
lies  between  N.  and  S.  Uist,  from  both  of  which 
places  it  is  separated  by  arms  of  the  sea  which  may  be 
forded  at  low  water.  The  hotel,  kept  by  A.  Maclean, 
himself  a  practical  fisherman,  is  most  comfortable  and 
the  charges  are  moderate ;  the  island  abounds  in 
Bait  and  fresh  water  lochs.  The  best  and  largest  of 
these  is  Loch  Lhangavat,  about  two  miles  from  the 
hotel ;  brown  trout  are  numerous,  and  sea-trout  and 
an  occasional  Salmo  ferox  are  also  caught.  A  boat  is 
kept  on  the  loch.  Close  to  this  loch  is  Loch  Obe,  into 
which  the  sea  flows  at  high  tide.  This  is  a  splendid 
sea-trout  loch,  and  fishes  best  at  low  tide  ;  I  lost  three 
flies  on  stout  gut  in  about  five  minutes  while  fishing 
the  lowest  pool.  Splendid  brown  trout  fishing  can 
also  be  had  on  Loch  Olavat  and  on  Lough  Bee, 
though  only  two  days  a  week  on  the  latter.  All  the 
others  are  free.  Any  further  information  will  be 
gladly  given. — Yours  truly,  T.  B.  P. 

Sunderland. 


"LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  TROUT  RODS." 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  "Viator"  in  your  issue  of 
June  7,  we  have  to  admit  misreading  his  previous 
letter,  and  at  once  apologise  for  imputing  to  him  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  English  rod  makers.  When, 
however,  "  Viator  "  talks  of  "  rushing  into  print,"  etc., 
we  may  fairly  retort  that,  had  he  consulted  us  or  even 
perused  our  catalogue,  he  would  have  found  the  article 
he  asked  for  either  on  page  215— the  "  Gem,"  6oz.  to 
8oz.— or  the  "Featherweight"  Perfection,  8J  ft. — 
page  195 — 4Joz.,  and  thus  have  saved  English  rod 
makers  the  reproach  which  he  heaped  upon  them  in 
his  letter. 

Then,  again,  he  says,  "If  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers 
do  not  wish  to  be  included  in  my  sweeping  condemna- 
tion of  English  rod  makers,  perhaps  they  will  pro- 
duce (at  the  present  time,  and  not  at  some  future  or 
possibly  far  remote  period)  split-cane  rods  of  British 
make  powerful  enough  to  deal  with  heavy  fish,  and 
weighing  respectively  2oz.,  3oz  ,  and  4^oz."  But 
there  is  no  need  to  wait  for  this  "  future,  or  possibly 
far  remote  period,"  as  he  can  have  one  of  these  rods 
made  now,  and  the  fact  that  we  have  made  snd  listed 
them  down  to  4^oz.  for  years  ought  to  be  sufficient  to 
remove  the  illusion  that  British  rod  makers  cannot 
make  light  and  strong  rods.  We  do  not  want  to 
argue  or  split  hairs  about  expressions  which  are  of  no 
consequence,  and  we  are  prepared  to  believe  that 
"Viator"  wrote  his  first  letter  with  the  idea  of 
awakening  English  rod  makers  to  the  necessity  of 
reducing  the  weight  of  their  rods.  We  feel  sure  he 
will  agree  with  us  that  to  make  rods  of  2oz.  to  deal 
with  heavy  fish  need  not  he  discussed  any  further  than 
to  say  that  all  practical  anglers  will  agree  that  this  is 
absolutely  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  of  fishing-rods. 
No  man  in  his  senses  would  believe  that  such  a  toy 
could  be  of  any  use  either  to  cast  a  fly  against  a  wind 
or  hold  a  fish  out  of  weeds,  or  the  like,  and  it  will 
serve  a  more  useful  purpose  if,  instead  of  discussing 
these  toys,  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  practical  part 
and  consider  to  what  weight  trout  rods  may  be 
safely  reduced. 

In  discussing  what  is  a  reasonable  weight  we  have 
to  bear  in  mind  the  strength  of  the  angler  and  the 
conditions  under  which  he  is  to  fish.  Both  vary  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  the  writer  (an  angler  of 
moderate  strength,  who  has  fished  many  of  the  principal 
rivers  in  Europe  both  for  salmon  and  trout),  if  he  may 
be  permitted  to  give  his  opinion,  considers  loz.  to  the 
foot  as  the  maximum  for  trout  rods.  Lighter  rods, 
down  to  as  low  as  7^oz.  for  10  ft.  and  so  on,  are 
practical  weapons,  and  very  suitable^  for  men  under 
the  average. 

Do  not  let  us  be  led  away  with  the  idea  that  these 
2oz.  to  4Joz.  rods  are  imiversally  approved  in 
America,  because  they  evidently  are  not.  It  may  be 
all  very  well  for  American  makers  to  produce  these 
toys,  but  the  fact  that  we  send  into  America  a  great 
many  of  our  built  cane  rods  of  our  usual  weights,  and 
that  at  any  rate  many  prefer  them  to  the  rods  they  I 


get  in  that  country,  and  are  willing  to  pav  our  price, 
and  an  added  duty  of  fortj--five  per  cent.,  is  fairly 
strong  evidence ;  and  we  might  add  further  the  fact 
that  we  have  no  complaints  of  over- weight,  nor  are  we 
asked  to  reduce  in  any  way. 

To  give  an  example.  One  of  our  latest  productions 
(which  we  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  turning  out 
for  our  genial  editor)  is  a  rod  10  ft.  4  in.  in  length, 
intended  for  dry  fly,  and  sufficiently  powerful  to  lift 
and  drive  a  medium  "  Houghton  "  line. 

The  same  style  of  rod  can  be  made  a  good  deal  less 
in  weight  for  wet  fly.  We  make  no  apology  for  giving 
particulars  of  this  rod  as  taken  by  us  during  manu- 
facture. The  length,  as  we  have  said,  is  10  ft.  4  in. 
The  rod  is  cork-handled,  with  lock-fast  joint,  and  our 
patent  combined  spear  and  butt  cap.  The  three  pieces 
of  cane  forming  the  rod,  before  commencing  to  joint 
or  do  any  work  on  them,  weighed  4Joz.  The  handle, 
winch  fitting,  look  joints,  rings  and  varnish  weigh 
3foz.,  thus  making  a  rod  of  8Joz.  The  patent  spear 
and  butt  cap  are,  in  comparing  with  a  rod  not  so 
fitted,  deducted  ;  they  weigh  IJoz.,  and  if  we  add  them 
to  the  8Joz.  the  whole  rod  completed  is  lOoz.,  but,  as 
we  point  out,  the  rod  considered  without  this  patent 
spear  and  butt  cap  is  8Joz.  Now,  it  will  be  seen  that 
if  a  rod  of  this  length  requires  4aoz.  of  bamboo  alone 
(and  neither  the  Americans  nor  anyone  else  can  use  a 
lighter,  better,  or  stronger  bamboo),  what  becomes  of 
these  light  rods  of  4Joz.,  or  even  anything  under  7oz.  ? 
As  we  have  said,  and  as  the  editor  in  a  footnote  to  a 
previous  letter  very  wisely  remarked,  such  things  were 
only  suitable  for  "  ladies  and  girls."  Now  as  5oz.  out 
of  a  total  of  lOoz.  of  this  rod  referred  to  is  in  the  hand, 
there  surely  is  not  much  for  the  average  man  to  com- 
plain of  in  the  way  of  weight. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  made  this  letter  so  long,  but 
this  is  a  subject  which  can  hardly  be  treated  in  a  very 
short  letter,  and  really  would  require  a  great  deal 
more  to  do  it  justice. — Yours  truly.    Hardy  Bros. 

London  and  North  British  Works, 
Alnwick. 

P.S. — If  "  Viator  "  has  not  succeeded  in  getting  the 
waterproofing  done,  perhaps  the  following  well-known 
method  may  assist  him.  Make  a  strong  solution  of 
sugar  of  lead,  steep  the  garment  in  it,  and  hang  it  up 
to  drip  and  dry  in  the  air.  When  about  dry  make 
a  strong  solution  of  alum,  and  steep  it  in  that 
for  a  few  minutes,  then  hang  up  and  allow  to  dry  in 
the  air.    This  will  make  a  garment  quite  showerproof. 


CAN  MACKINTOSH  BE  RE-PROOFED?— 

VERY  LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  note  in  your  issue  of  May  24  a 
letter  upon  the  above,  under  the  nom  de  plume  of 
"  Viator,"  Chelsea,  and  in  reply  we  beg  to  state  that 
it  is  absolutely  impracticable  to  reproof  a  double 
texture  mackintosh— the  cost  to  do  this  would  be  far 
greater  than  a  new  coat.  You  might  just  as  well  ask 
Dunlop's  to  put  new  life  into  an  inner  tube  when  the 
rubber  is  perished.  The  shower  proofing  of  customers' 
own  material  by  the  yard,  and  costing  from  4d.  to  7d. 
per  yard,  is  a  regular  trade  with  Harrod's,  Limited. 

With  reference  to  light  rods,  we  would  point  out 
that  we  have  had  no  inquiry  for  such  a  light  rod  as 
mentioned,  or  we  could  easily  have  supplied  him  with 
a  4Joz.  or  any  other  weight  rod,  made  by  the  best  firm 
of  English  rod-makers,  who  can  produce  a  rod  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  anything  made  in  America,  both  for 
lightness  and  strength. — Yours  truly, 

R.  BuEBiDGB,  Managing  Director, 

Harrod's  Stores. 

Brompton-road,  London,  S.W. 


EMSLIE'S  LOCK  JOINT. 
Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  Emslie's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  last  week,  I  am  sorry  he  should  be  annoyed 
to  find  that  his  invention  has  been  long  forestalled. 
It  is  very  unfortunate  that  he  has  wasted  his  money 
with  the  Patent  Office,  but  that  he  can  easily  be 
satisfied  as  to  the  existence  of  these  joints  years  ago 
is  a  matter  of  absolute  certainty.  He  himself  in  his 
letter  admits  that  his  joint  is  absolutely  the  same  as 
the  old  Snider  bayonet  joint,  only,  as  he  says,  he 
reverses  the  operation.  Now  reversing  an  operation 
of  this  description  does  not  after  all  show  a  very  great 
deal  of  invention.  The  rod  which  was  submitted  to 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  and  which  you  point  out  as  practically 
identical  in  its  joints  with  Mr.  Emslie's,  is,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  not  at  my  disposal  to 
send  him.  The  address  of  the  owner  was  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  together  with  his  letter,  and  if  he 
desires  to  satisfy  himself  probably  he  will  write  to  the 
owner  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 
"  Alnbrae,"  Alnmouth.        John  James  Hardy. 


PERCH  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you 
or  some  reader  will  inform  me,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  your  opinion  as  to  where  I  can  get  the  best 
perch,  pike,  and  roach  fishing  within  100  miles  of 
London  during  August,  the  Norfolk  Broads  excepted. 
I  want  perch  fishing  especially. — Yours  truly, 

George  Albert  Bourchibr. 


FISHING  AT  GASTEIN,  AUSTRIA. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  here  in  July,  how  the  licence  or  permission 
(if  necessary)  is  to  be  procured,  and  what  flies  I  should 
use  ?— Yours  truly,  Amateub. 


FISHING  NEAR  BRISTOL. 
Dear  Sir,- I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  inform  me  what  free  fishing  is  to  be 
had  near  Bristol,  and  also  how  to  join  a  club  whose 
waters  are  within  easy  reach.  Any  information  would 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  A.  C.  H. 


FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  KIDDERMINSTER 
OR  DROITWIOH. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  if  any  coarse  fishing  can  be  obtained  anywhere 
near  Kidderminster,  or  within  a  dozan  miles  of  there, 
in  either  club  or  ticket  water.  Also  what  payment 
required  for  the  season.  Lake  or  river  immaterial.— 
Yours  truly,  Pike  Spinner. 


FISHING  IN  CO.  KERRY. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  re  fishing  (more  particularly  brook 
fishing)  to  be  obtained  in  co.  Kerry,  Ireland  ?  Also 
what  portions  are  free,  and  if  the  end  of  the  present 
month  would  be  favourable  ?— Yours  truly, 

Percy  Gamble. 


HOTELS  AT  DUNGLOE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  as  to  the  best  hotel  to  put  up  at  in 
Dungloe,  co.  Donegal,  while  fishing  on  the  Rosses 
fisheries  ? — Yours  truly,  W. 

The  Barracks,  Newcastle. 


EGGS  IN  FINNOCK  IN  MAY. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  tell  me  whether  it  is  a  common 
occurrence  or  not  to  find  ova  in  "  finnock  "  or  young  sea- 
trout  during  May  ?— Yours  truly,    T.  D.  Bathgate. 

[It  would  be  early  to  find  eggs  much  developed  in 
May.  It  happens_^oocasionally  that  intestinal  parasites 
or  other  diseases  prevent  a  fish  spawning.  Carp  die 
from  this  cause  at  times,  with  eggs  matted  into  a 
lump. — Ed.] 


"  ANGLERS  I  HAVE  KNOWN,"  ETC. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth's  letter  and 
your  footnote  thereto,  in  your  last  Saturday's  issue,  when 
relating  the  incident  of  the  miller's  trout,  I  did  not 
defend,  neither  do  I  approve,  the  way  in  which  it  was 
captured.  If  you  or  your  correspondent  had  known 
the  late  Mr.  Rolfe  as  well  as  Francis  Francis  and  I 
did,  you  may  be  sure  our  old  friend  felt  great  regret 
afterwards  for  what  he  had  done.  Regarding  your 
correspondent's  comments  on  Mr.  Job  West's  capture 
of  six  pike— the  largest  281b.  and  smallest  91b.— does 
he  (your  correspondent)  ask  your  readers  to  believe 
that  he  would  have  returned  such  specimens  to  the 
water,  especially  after  having  the  proprietor's  own 
permission  to  fish  1 — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jaedine. 


TROUT  PISHING  ON  THE  SPEY. 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Colquhoun's 
inquiry  re  the  above,  the  Spey  at  Nethy  Bridge  is 
fishable  from  the  bank  in  places,  but  wading  is  a  great 
advantage ;  the  banks  are  wooded  in  some  places  and 
open  in;others.  The  water  consist"  of  an  alternation 
of  deep  pools  and  broken  water,  and  therefore  is  suit- 
able for  fly,  minnow,  and  worm. 

Below  Nethy  Bridge  getting  towards  Grantown  the 
water  is  more  streamy  and  broken.  Some  large  trout 
are  frequently  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nethy 
Bridge,  where  there  is  one  hotel,  the  Abernethy  Hotel. 
At  Grantoun  there  are  three,  the  principal  one  being 
The  Palace.  If  your  correspondent  will  write  direct 
to  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  all  information  as 
to  the  best  flies  to  employ,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

3Sa,  Wellington-street,      Francis  M,  Walbran. 
Leeds, 


BOOK  ON  FISHING  IN  CANADA. 

Dear  Sie,--I  am  leaving  shortly  for  Canada,  to 
settle  in  Alberta,  near  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  can 
recommend  a  book  on  the  subject  of  fishing  in 
Canada. — Yours  truly,  "  Hostel." 

[I  know  no  book  on  fishing  in  Canada  which  has 
been  published  within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and 
the  old  books  are  out  of  print.  Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  Nova  Scotia  is  described  in  "  Moose  Hunting, 
Salmon  Fishing,  and  other  Sport  in  Canada,"  recently 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. — Ed.] 

{Several  Utters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  421.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Boolc- 
siai  3,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishini?  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

a™>!i!!!'''',""i'T'  '°  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 

p  b"''^  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
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torrespondeuts  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
foifh^"  T^^f'''  ^^^"^  '^"^■'3'  '""t  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
taith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

^^'^      '^°<""g  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messis.  Sanipson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
J!or  One  \  ear  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

k-        and  Ireland    -in, 

m-    Six  Months        ditto  ditto' kl'  i^' 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12».  ed 

«ddrp««»H'"?"'V^^"°;°^  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
CsTl'tJerfane.^rdor"^""' 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

A  Note  from  Norway— Mr.  Sturdy  has  a  fine 
Fight  with  a  47lb.  Salmon. 

"  My  dear  Marston -I  gladly  send  you  the 
few  notes  from  Norway  you  ask  for,  though  my 
information  I  fear  is  very  limited,  and  by  the 
dSe  °^  ^*         not  be  up  to 

"At  Bergen,  where  I  was  on  June  6,  the  news 

r^fLi  ?°.T^''^  ^^'^  ^'^^^^e  on  the  coast, 

and  that  there  had  been  an  early  but  small  run  of 

vtrf   V.^  T'fi?;  ^^""'"^         ^^^^"^  in  Sond 

of  May  ^  °^  ^""^ 

"The  native  anglera  with  whom  I  talked 
construed  Herr  Dahl's  report  exactly  as  I  had 
rlt^f  Published  in  the  Fishing 

Gazette  of  May  31,  and  agreed  with  me  in  thinking 
that  the  enaction  of  a  salmon  law  based  on  hi! 
proposals  would  in  a  very  short  time  bring  about 
the  rum  of  the  industry.  The  permission  to  kil 
>molt8,  which  IS  recommended,  seems  too  absurd 
or  argument.  Compared  to  this  the  slaughter  of 
3.ghngs  as  soon  as  littered  would  be  a  prudent 

r  ^'a  Tf  T-,"^^''^  ^^^^''S'  ^^'^^  ^'nolts  increase 
ive  hundred  fold  in  weight  without  food  or  shelter 
'r  labour  bemg  found  for  them.  s^neicer 

''  The  outlook  seems  to  me  gloomy.  For  the 
ast  few  years  the  netting  on  the  coast  and  fiords 
.as  been  excessive,  yet  the  organisation  and 
nfluence  of  the  net  fishermen  are  such  that  U 

highly  probable  they  will  obtain  longer  time  to 
ish  and  fewer  restrictions  in  using  it.  For  mv 
.wn  partlam  philosophically  indifferent,  maiSy 
■ecause  I  have  long  foreseen  that  nothing  but  the 
lard  logic  of  facts  would  prove  to  the  coast 
:shermen  that  some  fish  must  be  allowed  to  breed 
^the  stock  IS  to  be  kept  up.  The  ugliest  fea  ure 
f  the  policy  of  extermination  is  that  even  if 
3versed  when  found  to  be  disastrous  it  must  take 
lany  years  to  repair  the  dama<'e 
"  An  obvious  moral  is  that  the  very  greatest 
^ution  should  at  present  be  used  in  taldnf  rivers 
1  advance  unless  with  a  clause  usual  in  Nor  Jay 
Qd  which  is  m  every  one  of  my  many  leases  nro' 
>dmg  that  occupation  may  be  terminaid  by  not  ce 
b  any  time.  Anglers  who  have  the  wit  to  read 
le  F^sh^ng  Gazette  should  make  a  note  of  this 

Confirmatory  of  what  I  had  been  told  at  Bergen 

found  on  getting  here  that  there  had  been  an 

^rly  though  short  run  of  fish.     In  the  top  pool  o^ 

.y  upper  water,  ten  miles  above  this,  and  fifteen 

^*^^^n>  into  the  fjord  threS 

m^B^LT-k^''''-'  r  351b.were^caughfon 
me  8  and  9.    Here  on  June  7  my  wife  got  with 


spoon  m  the  first  pool  she  tried  a  fish  of  361b 
which  was  easily  landed.  The  nest  evening  came 
my  turn.  There  was  a  bulge  at  the  fly,  but  I  felt 
nothing  and  did  nothing,  till  a  few  seconds  later  I 
saw  a  wave  following,  and  felt  the  slightest  touch. 
Striking  hard  and  far  I  held  him.  Off  he  went  to 
the  heavy  stream  at  the  other  side,  and  tore  up  it 
at  such  a  speed  I  could  not  lift  the  line  from  the 
water,  even  with  some  thirty  yards  of  it  submerged. 
Droppmg  back  he  repeated  the  performance  a 
couple  of  ttmes,  but  the  pace  was  too  good  to  last 
and  in  about  ten  minutes  he  let  me  pull  him  out  of 
the  strongest  water,  but  little  further  for  the 
moment. 

"  ^^fi?  slowly  grinding  him  in,  I  thought  things 
over._  There  had  been  no  tugging,  so  it  was  about 
certain  he  was  foul  hooked,  but  I  could  not  guess 
where  as  he  kept  so  deep  that  no  part  of  my  nine 
feet  of  gut  was  visible.  So  far,  owing  to  his  always 
keepmg  sixty  or  eighty  yards  away,  there  had 
been  no  vertical  pull  on  him,  and  his  dorsal  fin  was 
probably  as  fresh  as  ever.  So  was  it  another  ten 
minutes  before  I  got  the  gut  in  view.  I  then  tried 
to  pull  him  to  the  bank,  but  over  and  over  ac^ain 
he  sheered  out,  showing  he  was  hooked  aft  of  the 
head.  Finally  I  aimed  continually  to  pull  straight 
back  on  him,  whichever  way  he  headed,  and  ended 
by  getting  him  tail  first  within  reach  of  the  gaff 

"  The  fly,  a  Gordon,  on  7-0  hook,  was  firmly 
faxed  in  the  root  of  his  pectoral  fin,  hence  of  course 
the  sheermg,  and  the  impossibility  of  dragging  him 
to  shore  broadside  on.  &b  5 

"  Time,  about  40  minutes  we  made  out.  The 
fish  was  in  grand  condition,  weighing  471b.  to  only 
46m.  of  length,  so  was  he  twelve  per  cent,  above 
my  scale  of  weight  for  length  and  the  same  per- 
centage better  than  my  501b.  fish  that  was  at 
Farlow's  last  winter. 

"  With  fish  similarly  hooked  I  can  only  remem- 
ber once  to  have  had  a  similar  fight.  In  other 
cases  I  must,  I  fancy,  have  been  able  to  keep  closer 
to  the  fish,  to  exhaust  their  dorsal  fins,  and  to 
capsize  them  -Yours  truly,  "  Edwd.  Sturdy. 
"Bolstad,  June  11,  1902." 

I  congratulate  Mr.  Sturdy  on  his  first  fish  being 
so  near  the  weight  of  the  first  fish  he  caught  last 
season-the  grand  fifty  pounder  which  wfs  illus- 
trated m  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


times  over.  One  I  caught  last  week  barely  thirteen 
inches  weighed  lib.  'ioz. ;  this  was  an  exceptionally 
fat  fellow. 


The  Late  Lord  Braybeooke. 

Mr.  P.  St.  Quintin  writes  :— 

"Dear  Marston,— You  may  not  have  noticed 
the  death  of  another  good  old  fly-fisher,  Jiord 
Brayhj-ooke.  He  fished  the  Shin  regularly  in  the 
month  of  July  for  twenty  years,  up  to  1893,  staying 
at  Inveran.  I  well  remember  seeing  him  thejre  on 
my  way  further  north  ;  my  first  visit  to  Sutherland 
m  1877,  he  gave  me  and  my  friend  leave  to  fish  the 
lower  part  of  the  Shin  down  to  the  Kyle.  As 
MacKay  of  Inveran  says,  he  was  '  a  most  kind, 
genial  gentleman.' " 


In  his  very  interesting  "  Log  of  a  Dry  Ply  Man  " 

!f T^  .    u^i'^J^^.^  Frederic  M.  Halford 

Detached  Badger,"  records  the  capture  by  an 
angler  of  seventy-eight  of  one  of  the  best  baskets  of 
trout  I  have  heard  of  from  the  Itchen  this  May 
i^Jy  season  namely,  a  brace  and  a  half  of  lovelv 
trout  weighing  7ilb.  I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Halford 
speaks  very  highly  of  Messrs.  George  Holland  & 
Son  s  capital  "  St.  Cross  "  fly  rod.  Mr.  Halford  says  • 
To  rise  play,  and  kill  within  a  few  minutes  a 
brace  of  trout  averaging  21b.  with  a  light  9ift  rod 
against  half  a  gale  of  wind,  is  to  sa|  the  least  a 
creditable  performance,  and,  to  my  opinion,  the 
highest  form  of  sport  with  the  dry  fly.  U  has 
certamly  resulted  in  my  determining  never  again 
to  burden  myself  with  a  longer  and  heavier  rod 
than  the  one  used  when  fishing  May  Fly  on  a 
Hampshure  chalk  stream  of  only  moderate  width." 

Salmon  takes  a  Snake. 
Mr.  Ed.  A.  Samuels,  an  experienced  American 
salmon  angler,  says:  "I  once  saw  a  small  snakT 
less  than  a  foot  in  length,  lying  on  the  warm 
pebbles  on  the  edge  of  a  salmon  pool.  It  took 
alarm  at  my  approach,  and  sliding  into  the  water 
It  started  to  swim  across  the  pool.  When  if 
approached  the  middle  of  the  pool,  I  saw,  greatly 
to  my  surprise,  a  salmon  rise,  seize  the  snake,  and 
drag  It  down."  I  believe  Mr.  Samuels,  but  ^ome 
less  credulous  anglers  will  want  to  know  if  Mr  R 
IS  not  doing  what  he  first  saw  the  snake  on  the 
warm  pebbles  doing. 

I  very  much  regret  to  hear  that  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association  have  lost  over 
thirty  thousand  trout  fry  through  pollution  of  the 
water  from  chemical  or  sewage  works. 

Length  and  Weight  of  Trodt. 
A  member  of  the  Dorchester  Club  writes  to  me 
on  this  matter  as  follows  :— 

"  Our  fish  here  in  the  Frome  are  generally  hea^^er 
than  the  average  given;  and  on  the  part  of  the 
club  water  below  the  sewer  outfall  the  fish  ai-e 
much  heavier;  a  thu-teen  inch  fish,  the  limit  at 
which  we  take  them,  generally  weighs  lib.,  some- 


The  Tod  Fly. 

I  recently  gave  the  dressing  of  the  Tod  Fly  in  a 
note  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  sends  me  the  dressing  of  the 
hackled  variety  of  this  good  fly,  which  is  dtessed 
thus :  Tail— Two  or  three  fibres  of  a  long  dim 
hackle.  -Bo%- Striped  quill  from  the  moon  feather 
of  peacock.  HacJde— Inside  feather  from  a  wood- 
cock s  wing.  It  looks  a  very  kiUing  fly.  I  under- 
stand that  Messrs.  Turnbull  &  Co.,  60,  Prince's- 
street,  Edinburgh,  and  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Sons, 
of  Kelso  and  Londqn,  will  supply  this  fly  to  order. 

The  "Mud"  Worm  is  not  the  "Blood"  Worm. 
'  In  answering  a  correspondent  last  week  I  was 
wrong  m  saymg  that  what  Mr.  G.  E.  Sunms  referred 
to  as  the  "mud"  worm  or  "river"  worm  is  the 
same  as  the  "blood"  worm.  I  have  asked  Mr 
Simms  to  let  me  have  an  account  of  the  mud 
worm  as  I  think  his  suggestion  that  it  should  be 
cultivated  by  fish  breeders  may  prove  to  be  a  very 
valuable  one.  Everyone  who  has  seen  the  mud 
banks  of  the  Thames  at  low  tide  must  have 
occasionally  seen  large  patches  of  what  appears  to 
be  red  mud.  I  confess  I  thought  this  was  caused 
by  collections  of  the  ordinary  blood  %orm  the 
larva  or  grub  of  the  common  gnat,  but  it  is  quite 
a  different  animal  fortunately— a  regular  worm  like 
the  earth  worm— which  does  not  turn  into  any 
gnat,  midge,  or  similar  nuisance. 

Illegal  Acts  by  Fishery  Board  Officers. 
Not  long  since  we  had  the  unpleasant  experience 
of  West  of  England  magistrates  letting  off  a  member 
ot  a  board  of  conservators  for  breaking  the  law  and 
now,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report  from  the 
Carhsle  Journal  which  is  given  on  another  page, 
Mr.  J  B.  Slater,  clerk  to  the  Eden  Conservancy 
Board,  has  been  convicted  of  illegal  use  of  the  gaff 
and  the  magistrates  imposed  only  a  nominal  fine ' 
they  said  they  "  felt  bound  to  convict  because  it 
would  be  a  bad  example  to  other  people  if  they 
were  allowed  to  use  a  gaff  and  get  off  conviction 
altogether.  They  therefore  convicted  Mr.  Slater 
of  an  illegal  act,  and  they  would  treat  the  matter  as 
they  thought  it  ought  to  be  treated— as  a  trifling 
offence— and  fine  him  Is.  and  costs." 

Of  course,  in  future,  anyone  who  likes  to  use  the 
gaff  m  the  Eden  fishery  district  will  know  that  if 
he  IS  caught  it  can  only  be  treated  as  a  "  triflinc. 
offence    subject  to  a  nominal  fine.  ° 
I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  a  gentleman  so  well 
known  and  respected  as  Mr.  J.  B.  Slater  should 
have  been  tempted  to  break  the  law  for  fear  of 
losmg  a  salmon.    The  defence  that  the  fish  would 
have  died  of  exhaustion  if  he  had  not  gaffed  it  will 
I  fear,  be  remembered  by  the  salmon  poacher  It 
would  be  a  weak  defence  for  an  ordinary  au'-Ier 
but  for  the  chief  officer  of  a  Board  of  Consen-alors 
It  IS  puerile.    If  Mr.  Slater  had  no  net,  as  he 
ought  to  have  had,  he  should  have  hauled  in  the 
fash  with  his  line,  chancing  whether  it  broke  or 
not.    There  is  no  possible  excuse  for  his  action 
in  breaking  the  law— he,  the  special  custodian  of 
It— and  nothmg  but  a  full  fine  and  costs  and  his 
own  resignation  would  meet  the  merits,  or  rather 
demerits,  of  this  unfortunate  case,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  this  must  be  Mr.  Slater's  own 
opmion.    If  he  had  been  fined  the  full  penalty  and 
had  resigned  his  office,  it  would  then  have  been 
open  to  the  Board  to  consider  the  question  of  his 
re-appomtment  in  view  of  his  long  services,  etc 

Mr.  Slater  is  an  excellent  angler,  and 'he  "has 
done  yeoman  service  in  the  interests  of  angling  in 
his  district  for  thirty  years  or  more,  but  he  is  the 
prosecutor  for  the  Board  in  all  illegal  fishing  cases 
and  how  can  he  properly  fiU  that  position  in' 
^'^tnre?  E.  B.  M.utSTON. 
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ANGLING  ON  THE  TUGELA. 


For  obvious  reasons  I  am  leaving  out  the  exact 
time  and  place,  when,  and  where  the  events  which 
I  am  about  to  describe  took  place.  A  soldier's 
position  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the  least  said  is 
soonest  mended,  and  the  maxim  amongst  our  mob 
of  "  no  names,  no  orderly  room,"  will  be  fully 
understood  by  my  readers,  should  this  ever  reach 
England  and  appear  under  the  light  green  cover. 

We  had  experienced  rather  a  rough  time  of  it 
during  one  of  the  big  drives  in  which  we  had  taken 
part.  Then  a  period  of  inactivity  followed.  Again 
the  alarm  came,  and  we  had  four  complete  nights 
in  the  saddle,  with  trekking  and  fighting  during 
the  day.  I  formed  one  of  the  rearguard,  and  time 
after  time  the  Doppers  tried  to  rush  us,  in  order  to 
release  the  prisoners  which  we  had  taken.  During 
every  attack  the  latter  would  encourage  our  per- 
sistent persecutors  by  chanting  what  they  called  a 
"khaki  song,"  which  went  to  the  tune  of  "Oh! 
my  darling  Clementine."  Most  of  our  chaps 
responded  by  singing  the  original  song  for  a  lark, 
when  the  eifect  was  most  comical.  Finally  we 
beat  them  off,  and  saw  them  disappear  over  the 
sky-line. 

Then  we  were  allowed  another  rest,  and  as  we 
pitched  our  camp  not  very  far  from  the  Tugela, 
about  a  dozen  of  us  obtained  leave  for  an  expedition 
to  the  river  to  try  for  an  additional  dinner  course. 


line  was  securely  fixed.  This,  as  the  fish  darted 
away,  served  to  drive  the  hook  into  his  jaws,  and 
to  hold  him.  As  our  take  increased  so  our  spirits 
rose,  till  at  one  time  we  were  called  to  order  by  one 
of  our  "non-coms."  But  nothing  will  stop  the 
larkish  Tommy  when  once  the  springs  of  his  tongue 
are  loosened,  and  catching  fish  will  soon  do  that. 

Joe  Miller  had  got  hold  of  a  large  fish  that  was 
taking  him  up  and  down  stream  and  scoring  his 
hands  with  the  running  line  till  the  blood  came. 
All  at  once  he  slipped  and  rolled  into  two  feet  of 
water.  But  he  soon  scrambled  out,  and  one  of  the 
others  worked  the  line  for  him.  "  Mind  your 
corns,  Joe,"  cried  his  mates,  as  he  emptied  his 
boots.  "  Is  it  corns  you're  talking  of  ?  "  cried  Joe  ; 
"  the  d — 1  a  one  have  I  got ;  they  left  me  as  soon 
as  I  came  into  South  Africa,  and  many  others  of 
ours  will  tell  you  the  same.  But  when  I  was 
travelling  for  Anderson  &  Co.,  in  the  city,  I  had 
'em  bad  enough.  I  was  telling  one  of  our  chemists 
about  'em,  an'  he  says,  '  Try  that  new  corn-plaster 
of  mine,  it's  a  treat.'  So  I  bought  a  box,  an' 
put  one  on  before  I  started  for  my  daily  tramp. 
Never  felt  so  easy  in  my  life ;  I  walked  all  through 
the  day.  When  I  got  home  at  night  I  says  to  the 
wife,  '  Send  down  an'  get  two  more  boxes,  I'll 
never  be  without  'em  again.'  'AH  right,  Joe,'  she 
says,  '  I  will,  I'm  so  glad ;  but  you've  got  a  big 
splash  of  mud  on  your  neck,  let  me  take  it  off.' 
An'  what  do  you  think  it  was '?    It  was  the  corn- 


THE  LATE  MK.  EDGAK  E. 
BAETLEET. 


Uppeb  Falls,  Tugela  Rivee,  Natal,  South  Afeica. 


Two  and  a  half  biscuits  per  day,  with  a  light  and 
airy  bed-room,  and  with  the  feathers  all  up  in  one 
corner  of  the  veldfc,  will  quickly  reduce  a  man's 
weight  from  ISi  stone  to  10  stone.  "  B'yes,"  said 
the  wit  of  our  regiment,  "  we'll  try  a  fish  diet  for 
to-morrow  if  we  get  any  luck."  So  we  set  to  work 
to  procure  lines,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
shoeing-smith,  to  turn  all  sorts  of  disused  articles, 
including  buckles  and  safety-pins,  into  hooks. 

The  fish  ran  large,  some  being  2\  feet  long,  and 
not  unlike  Thames  barbel,  which  years  ago  I  used 
to  catch  at  Molesey,  Windsor,  etc.  Others  had 
tremendous  heads  upon  narrow  bodies,  that  looked 
as  ugly  as  sin  ;  fine,  open  countenances,  as  our  Joe 
Miller  remarked  when  one,  unusually  large,  made 
a  snap  at  his  hand.  As  we  neared  the  river  we  saw 
one  or  two  of  them  priming  and  causing  a  swirl 
that  reminded  one  of  a  big  trout  feeding.  Bait  we 
had  plenty  of.  Some  sacrificed  their  daily  rations 
of  biscuits  to  procure  paste,  while  the  frolicsome 
horse-gentle  unfortunately  was  only  too  prevalent 
on  the  veldt. 

Finally,  not  to  make  ourselves  too  prominent,  for 
fear  of  snipers,  we  settled  down  in  some  scrub,  a 
few  miles  below  the  falls,  and  quickly  got  to  work. 
The  fish  fed  well,  taking  the  gentle  freely.  It  was, 
of  course,  entirely  ledger-fishing,  all  kinds  of  weights 
being  improvised  for  keeping  the  line  from  drifting 
down,  from  bullets  to  boulders. 

The  lines  were  fastened  to  the  banks  to  two  pegs, 
one  placed  slanting  with  the  line  hitched  over  it. 
When  a  bite  came,  it  slid  off  the  slanting  pin,  but 
the  fish  was  brought  up  by  the  other,  to  which  the 


plaster — the  new  'un  that  never  failed.  It  had 
worked  all  up  my  body  and  round  to  the  other  side 
of  my  neck,  and  finished  up  by  being  mistaken  for 
a  splash  of  mud.  It's  truth  I'm  telling  ye ;  but 
there  goes  Mick  Shehan  I  He's  got  another  fish. 
Play  him  gently,  laddie,  you've  got  no  barb  on 
your  safety  pin.  But  what's  that  crossing  down 
stream,  yonder?  D'ye  see,  sergeant?  By  the 
powers,  it's  a  nigger.  Something  up,  you  may 
bet  your  life.  We'd  better  get  back  to  camp. 
Lines  up,  boys,  and  off  we  go." 

When  we  got  back  the  nigger  was  there  before 
us ;  and  orders  were  given  to  strike  camp,  after 
dark,  and  away  we  went  for  another  fifteen  miles 
trek.  AVe  nabbed  eight  Boers  and  twenty-five 
horses;  but  one  of  our  fishing  party  missed  the 
number  of  his  mess,  and  will  angle  in  the  Tugela 
no  more. 

We  tried  the  river  again,  after  our  return,  the 
following  week,  with  fair  results.  If  it  is  true  that 
Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  is  coming  out,  as  Comptroller  of 
Patents  at  Pretoria,  he  will,  I  hope,  bring  out  his 
fishing  outfit.  And  he  may  rely  upon  it  that  he 
will  get  some  big  bags,  especially  in  the  Vaal 
river  "  Straw  Hat." 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Meld  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  •  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  fi'om  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Covent-gai-den,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  Cd. 


It  is  sad  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  E. 
R.  S.  Bartleet  by  his  own  act  in  a  fit  of  mental 
depression  caused  by  long  continued  ill-health. 
Mr.  Bartleet  was  a  keen  angler,  and  fished  for 
many  years  on  the  Lugg  in  Herefordshire,  in 
Ireland,  and  elsewhere.  He  himself  invented 
some  of  the  angling  requisites  manufactured  by  his 
firm,  'including  the  excellent  "  Archer "  creel,  in 
which  he  utilised  white  horsehair  with  the  best 
result.  We  are  sure  all  who  knew  the  deceased 
gentleman  will  join  us  in  expressing  to  his  widow 
and  family  our  sincere  condolence  with  them  in 
the  sad  blow  which  has  befallen  them.  As  an 
indication  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  we 
give  [the  following  extract  from  the  Bedditch 
Indicator  of  June  14,  which  also  contains  an 
account  of  the  funeral,  which  was  very  largely 
attended.    Mr.  Bartleet  was  born  Dec.  27,  1854. 

From  the  Bedditch  Indicator. 
"  Redditch  has  had  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of 
tragic  occurrences  of  late,  but  no  greater  shock  has 
been  known  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  dis- 
trict for  many  years  than  was  felt  on  Monday  when 
it  became  known  that  Mr.  Edgar  R.  S.  Bartleet  had 
met  with  his  death  under  most  tragic  and  painful 
circumstances.  Mr.  Bartleet,  who  was  in  his  forty- 
eighth  year,  was  second  son  of  Mr.  Robert  S.  Bartleet, 
J. P.,  D.L.,  The  Shrubbery,  Redditch,  and  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  W.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  needle 
and  fishing  tackle  manufacturers.  Abbey  Mills,  Red- 
ditch. It  had  been  known  for  some  time  by  relatives 
and  friends,  and  those  who  had  met  him  in  public 
matters,  that  Mr.  Bartleet  had  not  enjoyed  good 
health.  He  had  suflered  very  acutely  at  times  from 
dyspepsia  and  headache  and  neuralgic  pain,  which, 
combined,  have  led  to  great  depression.  The  deceased 
gentleman  has  for  some  time  been  under  Ireatment 
for  these  ailments  by  Dr.  Stevenson,  and  some  time 
at  tbe  advice  of  his  local  medical  attendant, 
he  oons-ulted  Dr.  Suckling,  of  Birmingham.  Of 
late  there  has  appeared  to  be  an  improvement  in 
his  general  health,  and  it  was  hoped  and  believed 
he  would  be  quite  cured  of  bis  ailment.  Some 
months  ago  Mr.  Birtleet  made  a  journey  to  the 
United  States  for  business  purposes.  We  believe 
Mr.  Bartleet  himself  thought  the  change  and  the 
journey  would  be  beneficial  to  him,  but  the  fatigue  of 
the  journey  appears  to  have  tried  him,  in  his  unsatis- 
factory state  of  health.  On  Sunday  he  was  seen  by 
Dr.  Stevenson  at  his  home,  St.  Leonard's,  Beoley,  and 
that  gentlemen  thought  he  then  seemed  better  and 
more  cheerful  than  usual.  On  Monday  morning  Mr. 
Bartleet  attended  business  as  usual,  and  appeared 
quite  as  well  as  he  had  been  of  late.  Shortly  after 
midday  he  left  the  works,  presumably  to  go  to  the 
'  Old  Mills  '—the  firm's  scouring  mills,  lying  off  the 
Birmingham  Road.  He  was  seen  by  a  painter  in  the 
employ  of  the  Midland  Railway  Co.,  at  about  2.30,  in 
a  field  near  the  railway,  but  was  not  seen  again  until 
his  mutilated  remains  were  found  on  the  line  at  a  spot 
about  a  mile  from  Redditch  station.  There  is  no 
room  for  doubt  but  what  io  was  a  case  of  suicide.  The 
last  pathetic  letter  written  by  the  deceased  gentleman 
is  conclusive.  The  facts  are  clear,  and  the  conclusion 
is  unavoidable  that  in  a  fit  of  depression  the  unfortu- 
nate gentleman  threw  himself  in  front  of  the  3.2  p.m. 
train  from  Redditch. 

"  There  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  whole  town 
and  district,  without  reckoning  thousands  of  friends 
over  a  much  wider  area,  but  deeply  regrets  the  loss  of 
Mr.  Bartleet,  mourns  the  sad  circumstances  leading 
up  to  and  connected  with  his  death,  and  feels  the 
fullest  and  most  sincere  sympathy  with  the  deceased's 
bereaved  and  sorrowing  family.  The  deceased  gentle- 
man was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  and 
highly  respected  men  in  the  district.  He  had  high 
intellectual  gifts  and  powers,  was  a  pattern  of  gentle- 
manly courteousness,  sympathetic,  obliging,  and 
affable,  and  was  greatly  liked  by  the  firm's  employds. 
His  pubUc  work  has  been  all  to  a  good  and  useful 
purpose.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  Srnallwood 
Hospital  from  its  commencement,  was  chairman  of 
the  board  of  management,  and  a  member  of  the  House 
Committee  and  the  Saturday  Committee.  He  has  used 
his  best  efforts  for  years  to  induce  the  various  firms  of 
the  town  to  adopt  the  system  of  regular  weekly  col- 
lections'in  aid  of  the  hospital,  in  which  direction  his 
own  firm  set  so  admirable  an  example.  It  is  entirely 
due  to  Mr.  Bartleet's  efforts  that  tbe  poor  children's 
Christmas  tree  and  party  was  kept  going,  and  this 
alone  brought  joy  and  brightness  to  the  hearts  of 
many  hundreds  of  little  ones  at  Christmas.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Bartleet  was  honorary  secretary  of 
the  School  of  Art,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Technical  School  Committee  from  the  beginning.  He 
was  a  churchwarden  of  Beoley  Parish  Church,  and 
was  until  last  year  a  member  of  the  Beoley  School 
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Water  Company  are  marked  upon  the  map.  There 
are  many  others,  of  course,  outside  the  radius  of 
the  pumping  operations.  Every  mill-owner  has 
been  complaining  of  the  gradual  disappearance  of 
his  water  supply,  and  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
that  the  dwindling  of  the  rivers  is  owing  entirely 
to  the  powers  held  and  exercised  by  the  Kent 
Water  Company.  The  supply  of  a  pure  liquid  to 
such  a  city  as  London  is  naturally  a  very  serious 
one,  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  thorn  in  the 
side  of  economists.  Any  complaint  against  the 
tapping  of  the  Kent  streams  would  be  frivolous 
unless  that  tapping  was  affecting  to  a  very  serious 
degree  an  important  industry.  The  paper  mills 
were  on  the  sides  of  the  river  before  the  necessity 
arose  for  a  water  supply  to  greater  London,  and 
they  have  not  only  by  right  of  purchase  but  by 
length  of  tenure  the  first  call  upon  the  streams. 
They  are,  to  be  blunt,  perfectly  justified  in  the 
action  they  are  now  taking  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  seems  to  us  that  the  Kent  Water  Bill  must  either 
be  thrown  out  or  the  owners  of  riverside  property 


were  particularly  glad  that  the  Paper-Makers' 
Association,  which  is  practically  national,  decided 
to  take  a  part  in  the  fight,  for  what  Kent  is 
suffering  from  to-day  another  county  must  suffer 
from  to-morrow.  At  any  rate,  the  fight  will  settle 
the  matter  of  principle. 

KENT  WATER  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 
Map  of  the  District. 
The  association  is  taking  very  active  steps  to 
prevent  the  further  depletion  of  the  streams  and 
wells  in  the  county,  and  we  understand  the  County 
Council  of  Kent  are  giNdng  the  association  every 
support.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Kent  County  Council,  held  at  the 
Sessions  House,  Maidstone,  on  Tuesday,  May  6, 
"  The  Kent  Water  Bill  "  (as  amended  in  committee) 
was  considered,  and  it  was  resolved — "  That  the 
committee  objects  to  the  provisions  in  the  said  Bill 
by  which  it  is  sought  to  extend  the  limits  of  the 
company  for  the  supply  of  water,  and  to  empower 


Croydon 


Watershed  Boundaries  of  the  Rivers  Cray  and  Darenth  are  shown  by  the  heavy  dotted  lines.  The 
light  dotted  line  shows  the  limit  of  supply  of  the  Kent  Water  Company.  The  small  rings  mark 
existing  pumping  stations,  and  the  dotted  rings  the  proposed  new  stations.  The  paper  mills  affected 
from  1  to  12  are  : — (1)  Daily  Telegraph  Paper  Mills,  Dartford  ;  (2)  London  Company,  Ltd.,  Dartford  ; 
(3)  T.  H.  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Darenth  ;  (4)  T.  H.  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hawley,  Dartford  ;  (5)  Arnold 
Foster,  Ltd.,  Eynsford  ;  (6)  Poyle  Mills  Company,  Ltd.,  Greenwich  (Bast) ;  (7)  Ekman  Company,  Ltd., 
Northfleet;  (8)  Joynson  &  Son,  St.  Mary  Cray;  (9)  W.Nash,  St.  Paul's  Cray;  (10)  Basted  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
Sevenoaks;  (11)  G.  Wilmot,  Shoreham;  (12)  Albert  E.  Reed  &  Co.,  South  Darenth. 


adequately  compensated  for  the  loss  of  that  which 
is  theirs  by  user. 

The  map  itself  is  very  much  stronger  evidence 
than  any  of  the  speeches  delivered  a  few  weeks  ago 
in  the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  and  reported  in  the 
Paper-Maker.  It  shows  that  at  the  source  of  the 
rivers  which  have  diminished  so  seriously  there  are 
the  pumping  stations  of  the  company.  Those 
streams  must  be  affected  where  a  pumping  station 


the  company  to  acquire  further  works,  plant,  and 
pipes,  together  with  the  lands  on  which  works  have 
been  constructed,  the  committee  being  of  opinion 
that  no  further  powers  should  be  conferred  on  the 
company  for  the  abstraction  of  water,  the  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  area  of  the  company  having 
been  already  seriously  affected  by  the  company's 
operations."  The  Kent  County  Council  have 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Kent  Water  Preser\  ation 


Board.  Some  years  ago,  in  the  time  of  the  Rev. 
Langstone  Jones,  Mr.  Bartleet  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  raising  a  sum  of  between  £800  and  £900  for 
the  restoration  of  Beoley  Church.  For  many  years 
also  Mr.  Bartleet  was  chairman  of  the  Charity  Sports 
Committee.  His  public  work,  as  we  have  said,  was 
all  directed  to  a  good  and  useful  end,  and  his  loss  will 
be  very  keenly  felt  by  those  with  whom  he  worked, 
and  by  those  who  benefited  by  that  work." 


FEEE  TEOUT  ANGLING. 


The  people  of  Perth  are  very  happy  in  having 
an  excellent  bit  of  salmon  angling  at  their  command, 
so  are  some  of  the  smaller  burghs  on  the  Don  at 
Ivintore  and  Inverurie,  on  the  Deveron  at  Banff 
and  Huntly,  on  the  Ness  at  Inverness,  but  all  these 
are  quite  insignificant  and  much  over  fished,  so 
that  practically  speaking  free  salmon  angling  once 
so  common  has  now  ceased  to  exist. 

Sea-trout  quarters  have  not  as  yet  been  all 
absorbed,  but  we  fear  the  time  is  not  far  off  when 
these  too  will  be  annexed  by  the  adjoining  lairds,  as 
every  year  they  are  being  more  and  more  sought 
after  for  their  own  sakes  and  the  bright  sport  they 
afford,  and  by  salmon  anglers  who  cannot  now 
command  the  high-priced  salmon  waters.  These 
sea-trout  quarters  are  to  be  found  all  along  the 
east  coast,  the  Eden  in  Fife,  the  estuaries  of  the 
North  and  South  Esk,  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Deveron,  Findhorn,  Spey-mouth,  Ness,  Shin,  the 
voes  of  Sutherland  and  Ross,  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  Islands  and  the  Hebrides, 

The  fish  begin  to  make  their  appearance  with  the 
July  grilse,  but  the  best  months  to  look  for  them 
are  August  and  September.  True,  one  may  stay 
in  Shetland  into  the  middle  of  November,  but  the 
sport  is  very  doubtful  and  the  quality  of  the  fish 
more  so. 

Free  trouting  quarters,  or  nominally  so,  are  yet 
to  be  had  in  abundance  north  of  the  Border  if  one 
knew  where  to  go  to  find  them.  In  a  general  way 
one  may  go  anywhere  and  find  some  sport.  There 
is  not  a  county  in  the  "  Land  of  the  Mountain  and 
the  Flood  "  but  has  its  stream  or  streams  to  offer 
to  the  tourist  angler  free,  or  nominally  so,  or 
attached  to  some  local  hotel  for  the  good  of  its 
guests. 

It  would  be  invidious  to  pick  out  more  than 
a  few  places  here  and  there  where  one  may  go  to 
and  find  as  good  sport  as  is  agoing  in  a  country 
so  free  and  open  as  Scotland  still  is  to  the  stranger 
within  her  gates.  An  American  citizen  (Mr.  Clyne), 
who  did  not  mind  travelling  from  sixty  to  eighty 
miles  a  day,  spent  the  past  spring  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  aqd  was  on  the  water  every  fresh  day 
during  the  first  three  months,  fished  every  stream 
from  North  Esk  to  the  Ness,  and  bar  an  occasional 
33.  6d.,  Is.  6d.,  or  5s.  for  a  licence  had  practically 
the  whole  run  of  the  north-east  of  Scotland  for 
nothing.  He  occasionally  had  excellent  sport 
because  he  went  in  search  for  it,  but  in  such  a 
season  his  blanks  were  more  numerous  than  his 
red-letter  days,  and  his  failures  more  common  than 
his  successes.  To  the  angler  who  does  not  mind 
spending  a  poimd  or  two  on  railway  fares,  treating 
the  local  tradesmen  to  a  dram,  and  getting  all  out 
of  him  that  he  can — sucking  his  brains  in  fact — 
there  is  a  fine  field  yet  and  worth  coming  to  in  the 
land  o'  cakes.  Perthshire  has  its  rippling  streams 
and  teeming  lochs  on  every  hand,  Inverness  is  wilder 
still  yet  more  free,  and  at  Nethy  Bridge,  Grantown, 
Fort  William,  Fort  Augustus,  or  Fort  George  trout 
angling  may  be  had  ad  lib.  Then  there  is  the 
Lossie,  the  Spey,  Findhorn,  Deveron,  Ugie,  Ythan, 
and  Don,  to  say  nothing  of  the  world  of  waters  in 
Sutherland  and  Ross,  most  of  them  open  to  the 
tourist  angler  staying  at  any  of  the  local  hotels. 

G.  M. 


KENT  MILL-OWNEKS  AND  THE 
WATEE  COMPANY. 


[By  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  the  "  Paper- 
Maker  and  British  Paper  Trade  Journal  "  we  are 
able  to  give  this  map  and  extract. — Ed.  F.G.] 

Paper-makers,  from  the  map  which  we  publish, 
will  be  able  to  get  some  idea  of  the  seriousness  of 
the  Kent  water  difficulty,  and  we  are  very  much 
mistaken  if  the  members  of  the  association  are  not 
gratified  at  the  action  which  they  took  a  few  weeks 
ago  at  their  annual  meeting. 

All  the  important  paper  mills  of  the  county 
which  are  affected  by  the  application  of  the  Kent 


has  been  placed  near  the  source.  The  River  Cray 
is,  perhaps,  the  best  example.  We  need  not  here 
go  into  figures ;  but  from  those  compiled  by 
Mr.  Clayton  Beadle,  who  has  practically  taken 
over  the  engineering  of  the  opposition,  there  can 
be  little  or  no  doubt  that  pumping,  and  pumping 
alone,  is  the  cause  of  the  loss.  The  proposed 
stations  can  only  emphasise  that  loss,  and  it  is  the 
duty,  not  only  of  the  landowners  and  Urban  District 
authorities,  but  as  a  matter  of  self-preservation  of 
the  paper-makers,  to  oppose,  in  every  way,  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  They  cannot  hope  to  get  back 
the  old  flow  of  water,  but  they  may,  at  least, 
prevent  any  further  sapping  of  their  supply.  We 


Association  stating  that  they  are  entirely  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  objects  of  the  association.  The 
executive  committee  of  the  association  have  lodged 
a  petition  against  the  Kent  Water  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  have  engaged  Lord  Robert  Cecil  as 
counsel,  and  Mr.  Strachan,  Mr.  Hennell.  and  Mr. 
Urban  A.  Smith  to  give  expert  evidence.  Mr. 
Clayton  Beadle,  who  is  the  secretary  of  the  Kent 
Water  Preservation  Association,  is  taking  a  large 
part  in  the  opposition.  He  also  will  give  expert 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords. 

Ambkican  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  .\mericaii  books  in  various 
departmentrS  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampeon  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  Bouse  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THE  "KENDALL"  ADJUSTABLE 
FLIGHT. 


Dear  Sir,— The  advantage  I  think 
this  tackle  has  over  the  "Ariel" 
tackle  is  that  it  will  spin  equally  well 
a  large  or  small  minnow  owing  to  gut 
at  D  allowing  the  hook  C  to  be  moved 
up  or  down,  leaving  the  tail  of  the 
minnow  always  well  guarded,  besides 
having  the  hook  C  always  near  the 
head  of  the  minnow.  It  can  equally 
well  be  made  in  a  few  seconds  into  an 
"  Ariel  "  or  as  shown  in  my  sketch. 

Three  Small  Treble  Hooks. 

Take  a  piece  of  the  finest  imdrawn 
gut,  double  it  and  whip  on  the  hooks 
as  shown.  Then  take  a  small  box 
swivel,  push  the  end  D  through  the 
bottom  eye  and  pass  over  the  top  and 
bring  it  back  to  the  bottom  when  it 
will  be  tight. 

It  misses  a  very  small  percentage 
of  fish,  in  either  clear  or  coloured 
water.  I  always  more  than  hold  my 
own  against  others  using  different 
tackles,  and  for  this  I  always  give  the 
tackle  the  credit.  It  is  now  right  for 
a  small  or  medium-sized  minnow  ;  if 
a  large  minnow  is  to  be  used  soak  the 
gut  before  moving,  push  the  single 
treble  up  a  little  until  the  bottom 
treble  hook  on  the  other  side  guards 
the  tail.  J.  H.  H.  Kendall 

18,  Bondgate-green,  Ripon. 

[This  is  a  very  simple  and  excellent 
tackle  for  spinning  a  natural  minnow 
for  trout,  or  gudgeon  for  j^ike  or  salmon 
in  larger  sizes.--  Ed.I 


MAHSEEE  EECOEDS  AND  A 
EECOED  MAHSEEE. 


A  SPORTSMAN  writes  to  The  Asian  from  Burma 
as  follows : — 

"  I  lately  wired  to  the  editor  of  The  Asian  and 
asked  what  was  the  record  for  the  biggest  mahseer 
killed  on  a  rod  and  line  in  India.  His  reply  was 
as  follows  :  '  Record  doubtful ;  according  to  Fish- 
ing Gazette,  1031b.' 

"  Now  this  is  hardly  satisfactory.  A  record  to  be 
a  record  should  certainly  not  be  doubtful.  To  my 
mind  it  immediately  ceases  to  have  any  value. 

"  Secondly,  I  think  the  majority  of  fishermen  in 

the  East  will  hardly  care  to  accept  a  record  

imless  of  absolute  authenticity — of  an  Indian  sport 
from  an  English  sporting  paper  such  as  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

"  The  largest  mahseer  killed  on  a  rod  mentioned 
in  Thomas's  '  Rod  in  India  '  is  621b.,  the  length  of 
which  was  47in.,  and  in  the  '  Punjab  An°gler's 
Handbook '  the  heaviest  fish  mentioned  as  recorded 
in  the  '  Tangrot  Angler's  Diary '  is  611b.,  with  a 
length  of  55in.  and  a  girth  of  30in. 

"  It  seems  to  me  strange,  with  such  records  to 
draw  from  as  the  authors  of  these  two  books 
possess,  that  they  should  note  as  the  biggest  that 
have  come  under  their  notice  fish  which,  compai-ed 
with  a  monster  of  1031b.,  are  comparatively  small 
fish,  and  which  leave  a  gap  of  over  forty  pounds. 

' '  This  question  has  become  a  somewhat  interesting 
one  here  for  the  reason  that  Captain  A.  V.  Searle 
20th  Madras  Infantry,  has  lately  killed  a  mahseer 
of  811b.,  and  I  have  just  returned  from  an  expedition 
where  I  landed  one  of  831b.  Both  were  taken  from 
the  same  pool. 

"  Captain  Searle's  fish  measured  sixty  inches  in 
length  and  thirty-three  and  a  quarter  in  girth; 
mine  was  fifty-nine  inches  long  and  girth  behind 
the  pectoral  fin  was  thurty-three  and  five-eight 
inches.  Both  fish  were  weighed  two  and  a  half 
hours  after  landing,  but  mine  had  in  addition  to  be 
carried,  lashed  lengthways  on  a  bamboo,  four  miles, 
so  it  undoubtedly  lost  several  pounds  by  drying 
and  loss  of  blood. 

"  I  was  using  very  light  tackle  at  the  time,  a 
fourteen  foot  greenheart  mahseer  rod  by  Messrs. 
Luscombe,  a  three  and  a  half  inch  winch,  150 
yards  of  the  lightest  mahseer  line,  a  No.  5  steel 
trace,  and  a  No.  7  elongated  brass  Luscombe  spoon. 

"  As  there  were  three  rods  fishing  we  had  to  draw 
lots  for  positioQS,  and  as  I  lost  I  got  last  choice, 


which  consisted  of  a  run  where  a  smaller  river 
entered  a  bigger  one  and  helped  to  form  the  pool 
above  mentioned.  This  M-as  not  the  part  where 
the  heavy  fish  were  expected  to  lie.  I  was  new  to 
the  ground,  and  had  been  told  not  to  expect  any- 
thmg  much  over  151b.  All  the  morning  I  had 
fished  without  a  run,  so  was  cheered  up  by  landing 
a  1 -pounder.  At  almost  my  next  cast  I  felt  I  was 
mto  something  good ;  I  merely  saw  hia  back  fin 
and  tail  as  he  rolled  over  after  taking  the  spoon, 
and  these  struck  me  as  being  considerably  bigger 
than  I  had  ever  seen. 

"As  a  sporting  experience  what  followed  can 
hardly  be  called  interestmg.  Dearly  would  I  like 
to  write  of  lightning  dashes,  skilfully  frustrated, 
and  fast  emptying  reel ;  but  the  fish  simply  took 
out  ten  or  fifteen  yards,  sank  to  the  bottom  and 
sulked.  At  first  I  thought  he  had  kkidly  trans- 
ferred the  hook  to  a  rock,  but  as  he  now  and  then 
gave  a  foot  or  two  I  knew  he  was  on. 

"  I  got  my  orderly  to  throw  rocks  near  him.  At 
the  first  he  jerked  out  another  few  yards,  and  then, 
when  one  went  exactly  over  him,  rushed  out  about 
half  my  line  and  again  sulked,  and  when  this  game 
of  'pull-devil-pull-baker'  had  been  going  on  for 
about  half  an  hour,  during  the  whole  of  "which  I 
had  kept  on  every  pound  of  strain  I  dared,  I  found 
that  it  was  not  the  fish  who  would  be  beaten  first. 

"As  regards  the  theory  that  much  line  is  not 
requu-ed  for  very  big  fish,  I  may  mention  that 
Captam  Searle's  experience  with  his  81-pounder 
was  the  exact  opposite  to  mine.  He  had  a  sixteen- 
foot  rod  and  200  yards  of  heavy  line.  The  first 
rush  emptied  his  reel  until  he  saw  the  brass  of  the 
spnidle  sliining  through  the  few  remaiuing  turns  ; 
fortunately  the  fish  had  by  thit  time  had  enough 
and  gave  little  further  trouble. 

"  However,  to  return  to  mine,  my  "repeated  hails 
brought  up  Captain  J.  H.  Whitehead,  33rd  Burma 
Infantry,  who  kindly  came  to  my  assistance,  and 
by  taking  the  rod  for  a  spell  gave  my  arms  the 
rest  they  needed  and  saved  the  situation. 

"  After  this  it  was  merely  a  question  of  the  tackle 
holdmg.  In  he  came,  inch  by  inch,  fighting 
doggedly  all  the  way.  We  brought  him  up  time 
after  time,  but  invariably,  at  the  sight  of  man,  he 
would  dash  out  several  yards,  and  the  old  trouble 
had  to  be  gone  over  again.  From  sheer  bulk  he 
was  unmanageable  on  the  small  rod— if  he  turned 
the  reel  screamed,  and  it  was  some  seconds  before 
he  could  be  brought  round. 

"At  last,  after  a  couple  of  failures,  the  little 
Goorkha  managed  to  get  his  arms  fairly  round  him 
and  drag  him  up  a  shelving  bank.  A  601b.  scale 
we  had  with  us  was  useless,  so  he  had  to  be  carried 
home,  when  his  weight  and  measurements  were 
found  as  above.  These  were  taken  in  the  presence 
of  the  two  gentlemen  mentioned  above  and  myself, 
so  there  can  be  no  question  raised  in  future. 

"  A  question  which  is  on  all  fours  with  this  of  the 
record  for  mahseer  is  continually  recurring  in  the 
pages  of  the  Field  over  the  record  weight  of  pike 
killed  on  a  rod.  An  enormous  one  was  some 
months  ago  reported  taken  on  one  of  the  Shannon 
lakes  ;  its  weight  was  stated  to  be,  if  I  remember 
right,  some  701b.  The  editor  immediately  wrote 
and  attempted  to  find  out  whether  this  was 
authentic  or  not.  No  one  would  come  forward 
and  vouch  for  the  figures,  therefore  he  refused  to 
accept  them. 

"I  am  firmly  convmced  of  the  truth  of  the 
proverb  that  there  are  as  big  fish  in  the  sea  as 
have  ever  been  caught,  and  would  even  go  further 
and  say  that  there  are  even  bigger.  In  the  Manipur 
River  the  heaviest  fish  ever  killed  with  a  rod 
weighed  321b.  five  hours  after  capture,  and  after 
having  been  carried  eleven  miles;  yet  in  that 
river  those  that  undoubtedly  weigh  far  more  are 
occasionally  seen,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches, 
but  they  refuse  all  baits.  Also,  on  one  occasion  in 
this  river,  while  fishing  lately,  I  saw  a  fish  roll 
that  I  believe  would  beat  my  83-pounder. 

"  Now  Tlie  Asian  is  an  authority  on  all  Indian 
sport.  If,  therefore,  the  editor  would  kindly  add 
some  remarks  on  this  subject,  giving  the  greatest 
weights  known  to  be  authentic,  they  would,  I  am 
sure,  be  appreciated.  Nothing  netted  should  be 
admitted,  and  only  those  killed  on  a  rod  to  which 
no  shadow  of  doubt  attaches  should  be  accepted. 

"I  think  it  is  time  that  a  sport  which  is  daily 
becoming  more  popular,  like  mahseer  fishing, 
should  at  least  have  it  placed  beyond  discussion 
what  is  the  record.  My  fish  undoubtedly  stands 
as  such  as  far  as  Burma  is  concerned  perhaps, 
without  going  quite  so  far  as  to  claim  the  same  for 


the  whole  of  India ;  still  the  question  is  of  sufficient 
interest  for  fishermen  generally  to  lead  me  to  hope 
that  this  account  may  produce  some  authoritative 
answer  to  the  question,  and  I  hope  that  any  one 
who  can  throw  light  on  the  subject  will  kindly 
•io  so,  "  J.  R.  Darley,  Capt.  I.S.C. 

"  Myitkyina,  Burma." 

[In  an  editorial  note  last  week  this  subject  was 
referred  to.  Both  Captain  Darley's  and  Captain 
Searle's  fish  beat  the  biggest  we  could  have  vouched 
for,  a  72-pounder,  caught  by  the  late  Mr.  Litchfield 
Moseley,  a  Duars  Tea  Planter,  in  the  Sankos.— 
Ed.  The  Asian.] 

[The  Fishing  Gazette  has  published  many 
reports  of  the  capture  of  mahseer,  and  if  there  is 
any  better  record  than  ours  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
it  for  publication. — Ed.  F.  (?.] 


THE  "SYNGE"  FISHING  BAG. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland, 
Durham,  sends  me  a  first-rate  double  fishing-bag, 
called  the  "  Synge,"  the  idea  of  one  of  his 
customers  in  Ireland.  There  is,  of  course,  no 
novelty  in  a  double  bag,  as  I  have  used  one  called 
the  "  Lankester"  for  many  years;  it  was  brought 
out  by  Mr.  Hancock,  but  is  not  now  on  the 
market.  In  the  "  Lankester  "  the  bags  are  det  ich- 
able,  so  that  you  can  use  one  or  both.  In  the 
"  Synge  "  the  separate  bags  are  united  in  one  piece 
at  the  top.  But  the  material  of  which  the  "  Synge  " 
is  made  is  quite  different- it  is  very  strong,  water- 
proof, and  easily  cleaned  and  a  good  colour.  The 


Mr.  W.  J.  CuMMiNs's  "  Synge  "  Fishing  Bag. 


general  arrangement  of  the  bag  is  first-rate  and  the 
fittings  are  strong  and  well  made.  In  sending  it, 
Mr.  Cummins  says  : —  ° 

"  I  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  new  bag 
which  I  have  just  brought  out,  the  "  Synge  "  ;  it  is 
the  idea  of  one  of  my  customers  in  Ireland.  As 
you  see  it  is  made  of  waterproof  canvas,  it  is 
easily  washed  and  cleaned,  and  I  consider  a  really 
good  bag.  The  advantages  I  claim  for  it  are 
lightness  when  empty,  combined  with  great 
holding  capacity;  the  tackle  pocket  is  well  away 
from  the  fish  pocket,  which  can  be  turned  inside 
out  and  washed ;  the  material  is  quite  waterproof 
and  keeps  fish  fresher  than  rubber ;  can  be  hung 
over  the  frame  of  a  cycle  or  over  the  seat  in  a  boat ; 
by  the  mode  of  attaching  the  D's  each  pocket  is 
independently  suspended  to  the  shoulder-strap  and 
easy  of  access.  The  web  of  pockets  in  the  tackle 
compartment  are  very  useful  for  keeping  fly-book, 
flask,  etc.,  quite  firm  so  that  they  are  not  knocked 
about,  yet  they  add  nothing  to  the  weight.  The 
ring  on  the  strap  can  be  used  for  attaching  the 
landing-net.  This  material  has  been  thoroughly 
tried  and  has  been  found  perfectly  satisfactory. 
The  price  of  the  bag  is  10s.  6d." 

I  am  certain  that  anglers  who  prefer  a  bag  to  a 
basket  will  be  well  pleased  with  the  "  Synge." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  AJlen  and  Co  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited.  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Cataloouk  of  these  Text  Boolcs,  Class  Books,  His- 
t»ries,  and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 
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CONVICTION  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE 
EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD  FOR  ILLEGAL 
USE  OF  THE  GAFF. 


At  the  Courts  on  Saturday  (June  14)  Mr.  John 
Bedwell  Slater,  gentleman,  Wetheral,  clerk  to  the 
Eden  Fishery  Board,  was  charged  at  the  instance  of 
John  Nicholson,  inspector  of  water-bailiffs  to  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board,  with  having,  while  fishing  with  rod 
and  line  in  the  river  Eden  at  Wetheral  on  April  26, 
unlawfully  used  a  gaS  for  the  purpose  of  taking  and 
killing  salmon  in  contravention  of  the  Salmon  Fishery 
Acts,  1864  to  1892,  and  of  the  bye-laws  of  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board. 

The  magistrates  on  the  Bench  were  Mr.  T.  Horrocks 
Mr.  N.  Maclnnes,  Mr.  J.  Watt,  Mr.  C.  J.  Howe,  Mr. 
J.  Brown,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Curwen,  and  Major  Webber- 
Smith. 

Mr.  Errington,  solicitor,  Lowther- street,  appeared 
for  the  defendant. 

Inspector  Nicholson  said  he  appeared  in  support  of 
the  information  on  behalf  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board. 
Haying  stated  the  charge  he  added  that  the  bye-law 
infringed  wa"  No.  7.    He  then  called  as  a  witness 

Harry  Robert  Howitt,  pchoolmaster,  Stanwix.  He 
deposed  that  on  April  26  he  was  walking  in  Wetheral 
Woods,  and  saw  Mr.  Slater  fishing  with  a  rod  and  line. 
Mr.  Slater  landed  a  salmon  with  the  gaff. 

Mr.  Errington. —How  long  were  you  there?— Wit- 
ness :  Between  five  and  ten  minutes. 

Had  be  the  salmon  oa  when  you  got  there  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  think  it  would  have  been  possible  for  you  to 
get  the  fish  out  without  a  gaff  ?— Ic  would  have  been 
very  difficult  without  a  gaff  as  it  was  an  awkward 
landing  place.    The  fi.-h  was  becoming  exhausted. 

When  he  did  gaff  it,  where  did  he  gaff  it  ?— Very  near 
the  tail. 

What  did  he  do  ?— He  examined  it,  took  the  hook 
out,  and  as  soon  as  he  found  it  was  an  old  fiih  he  put 
it  back  into  the  river,  and  it  s  wam  away  into  deep 
water.  The  fish  was  not  out  of  the  water  more  than 
half  a  minute. 

This  wa^  all  the  evidence,  and  Mr.  Errington  said 
that  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Slater  he  put  in  a  plea  of  guilty. 
This  was  the  first  prosecution  under  this  bye-law  that 
had  ever  taken  place,  and  the  reason  for  the  proseou- 
tion  was  not  because  the  Board,  as  he  was  instructed, 
thought  it  was  a  serious  offence,  but  because  of  the 
sen=-ation  that  had  been  created  in  the  minds  of  purists 
against  the  secretary  of  the  Board.  That  was  why  they 
were  here.  The  Board  hid  thought  it  proper  that  Mr. 
Slater  should  lay  an  information  against  himself  and 
be  had  done  so.  The  prosecution  was  not  under  the 
Act  but  under  the  bye-law.  Mr.  Slater  onthis  ccca  ion 
got  a  large  fish  on  and  it  kept  him  going  for  a  consider- 
able time.  He  saw  the  fish  was  becoming  exhausted 
and  that  if  he  did  not  get  it  out  it  would  be  killed  by 
exhaustion.  During  that  time  he  had  been  trying  to 
*'  tail  "  the  salmon,  but  the  fish  would  not  come  out  of 
deep  water.  It  was  impossible  to  get  it  out  otherwise 
than  by  gaffing  it,  and  he  used  the  gaff  very  close  to 
the  tail.  That  was  the  proper  place  to  use  a  gaff  so 
as  not  to  do  the  fish  any  injury.  Having  gafftd  and 
landed  the  fish,  Mr.  Slater  saw  signs  that  led  him  to 
suppose  that  it  was  not  a  new  run  salmon,  so  he 
returned  it  to  the  water  and  it  s>vam  off.  If  Mr.  Slater 
had  kept  on  playing  the  fish  the  probabilities  were 
that  he  would  have  killed  it.  Those  were  the  facts— 
the  simple  facts— and  he  ventured  to  think  the  Bench 
would  consider  it  a  trivial  offence.  So  trivial  was  it 
considered  that  the  matter  would  not  have  been 
brought  here  at  all  if  it  had  not  created  considerable 
excitement  in  the  minds  of  those  who  considered  the 
affairs  of  the  Board  were  theirs  and  not  the  Board's. 
Simply  a  nominal  fine  would  meet  the  exigencies  of 


the  case,  especially  when  they  bore  in  mind  that  this 
was  the  first  time  they  had  had  a  case  against  a 
licensed  fisherman  for  using  a  gaff  during  the  pro- 
hibited time.  This  was  not  the  case  of  a  man  using 
a  gaff  for  poaching,  but  of  a  licensed  fisherman  using 
a  gaff  to  protect  the  fish.  Possibly  the  Bench  mi^^ht 
want  an  explanation  of  why  Mr.  Slater  carried  a  gaff. 
Mr.  Slater  carried  one  to  take  out  dead  and  diseased 
fish,  and  to  remove  "  snags  "  out  of  the  river  ;  and  he 
claimed  a  right  as  an  officer  of  the  Board  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  Horrocks,  in  giving  decision,  said  the  Bench  had 
listened  very  carefully  to  this  case,  which  was  of  a  simple 
character.  They  were  quite  satisffed,  of  course,  that  the 
lawhad  been  broken  by  Mr.  Slaterin  usingthegaff  under 
t  he  circumstances.    There  was  a  good  reason  why  Mr 
Slater  should  carry  a  gaff  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
diseased  fish— a  very  useful  and  valuable  usage— and 
they  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  gaff  was  in  Mr 
Slater's  possession  for  that  purpose.    If  he  had  only 
used  It  for  that  purpose,  nothing  could  have  been  said 
but  he  appeared  to  have  been  tempted  on  this  occasion 
to  land  the  fish  with  the  gaff.     The  offence,  however 
was  of  so  trifling  a  character  that  they  agreed  with 
Mr.  Errington  that  it  had  hardly  amounted  ta  an 
offence.    But  they  were  bound  to  convict,  because  it 
would  be  a  bad  example  to  other  people  if  they  were 
allowed  to  use  a  gaff  and  get  off  conviction  altocretber 
They  therefore  convicted  Mr.  Slater  of  an  illegal  act 
and  they  would  treat  the  matter  as  they  thought  it 
ought  to  be  treated— as  a  trifling  offence— and  fine 
him  Is.  a,nd  costs.    Thefine  and  costs  amounted  to 
10s. — Carlisle  Journal. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  k 

T7fe  Pishing  Gazette  will  be  published  cm  Wcdnes^ 
dxij  June  25,  m  consequence  of  the  Coronation  holidays 
All  coynmunications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
I  uesday  morning,  June  24. 


An  Excellent  Patent  Medicine.— If  any  reader 
of  these  lines  has  any  relative  or  friend,  especially 
a  youth  or  maiden,  "  growing  too  fast,"  and  in  con- 
sequence pale  and  antemic,  we  can  very  strongly 
recommend  "Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for  Pd,le 
People,"  as  from  the  actual  experience  of  several 
cases  which  have  come  under  our  notice  we  know 
that  they  have  a  wonderful  efifecfc  in  eniicjhing  the 
blood  and  acting  as  a  bracing  medicine.  We  believe 
the  secret  is  that  they  contain  an  excellent  pre- 
paration of  that  invaluable  tonic,  iron,  but  in  such 
a  form  as  does  not  cause  headache  or  upset  the 
system  at  all,  as  the  common  forms  of  iron  so 
often  do.  For  a  pick-me-up  after  influenza,  or 
overwork  of  brain  or  body,  these  pleasant  pills  are 
of  the  greatest  value.  As  a  rule  we  leave  patent 
medicines  alone,  but  there  are  some  exceptions, 
and  these  and  Carter's  Little  Liver  Pills  are  among 
the  exceptions.  Having  known  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors for  over  twenty  years,  we  should  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  recommending  both,  even  if 
we  had  not  had  experience  of  many  cases  where 
their  beneficial  effect  has  been  proved  beyond 
possibility  of  doubt. 


Thames.— General  Remarks.— It  was  generally 
supposed  that  the  opening  of  the  season  for  coarse 
fishing  on  Monday  (June  16)  would  have  been  most 
successful,  but  the  heavy  raia  which  fell  after  this 
note  was  written  last  week  absolutely  spoiled  all 
chances  of  good  sport.  There  were  floods  in  the 
Oxford  district  and  the  river  generally  was 
thickly  coloured.  But  despite  this  a  few  fish 
7fm  i"?.  '  ^l^°ug]i  the  river  was  not  well  patronised. 
At  Teddington,  McBride,  on  the  opening  day,  declined 
to  waste  his  clients' time  by  fishing.  At  Kingston 
only  a  few  bank  anglers  were  out,  and  they  mostly 
had  no  fish.    At  Surbition  sewer,  Mr.   F.  Arthur 

^17"  ^T^°^^'^  ^'^'1        Hampton  Court, 

Mr  W.  Newman  and  Mr.  T.  Dean,  out  with 
Milbourne,  had  eight  barbel,  six  chub,  and  three  eels 
Mr.  Newman  was  out  fishing  at  daybreak,  but  afcer 
four  p.m.,  when  the  water  suddenly  got  much  more 
coloured,  fish  declined  to  feed.  On  Tuesday  Mr 
Ne  wman  and  Mr.  W.  Crow  again  patronised  Milbourne 
and  had  eleven  barbel  and  one  chub,  largest  barbel  31b 
fx/?"*"."^  ^°  condition  was  also  cau-ht.  On 
Wednesday  Mr  F.  Sands,  at  Bell  Weir,  had  a  pike 
of  61b.,  but  as  the  fish  was  out  of  condition  it  was 
returned  to  the  river.  Prospects  for  June  22  are 
decidedly  good  as  the  river  has  toned  down,  and  should 
be  in  grand  trim  by  then.-P.  H.  Amphlett 

  (Henley).- Contrary  to  the  expectations  of 

the  correspondent  of  a  contemporary,  and  notwith- 
standing the  imaginary  deep  laid  schemes  that  were 
propounded,  the  peep  of  day  of  June  16  came  and 
went  witQout  much  bloodshed,  the  water  certainly 
being  thick  but  not  red.  I  am  glad  to  say  it  is  now 
fining,  but  there  IS  still  a  nasty  colour  in  it,  which 
they  locally  call  buttercup  water,  and  while  in  this 
state  fish  seldom  bite,  indeed,  only  a  few  small  roach 
and  chub  have  been  taken;  given  a  few  days' fine 
weather  prospects  of  sport  should  be  good  as  there  is  a 
splendid  stTeam  running  for  the  time  of  the  year 
Later:  Although  conditions  did  not  seem  favourable; 
Mr.  B.  Covell  has  to-day  (Wednesday,  June  18)  taken 
ts^o  dozen  chub  with  the  fly,  best  fish  41b.,  returning 
all  fish  under  this  weight.— Stanley  Mead. 
.  ~  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).— The  general 
fishing  season  opened  in  this  district  uader  soiSewhat 
unfavourable  conditions.  There  are  some  very  fine 
barbel  betvveeu  John's  Bridge  and  on  to  below  Buscot 
ijock,  and  the  otters  have  agaiu  accounted  for  two  or 
u  ""^-^-  ^'°'^"°g  items  are  quiet  at  present, 
only  the  following  having  come  under  my  notice  here- 
abouts : -Dr.  Pilking,  one,  of  61b.,  near  Radcot  •  Mr 
^UK  o'^e,  of  51b.,  near  Buscot,  and  another  of 

3jlb.,  on  the  fly  near  Inglesham  Bridge.-RAMBLER. 

Ancholme  District.-The  coarse  fishing  season 
opened  on  Monday  (June  16)  under  rather  depressing 
conditions,  and  very  meagre  accounts  are  to  band  as 
to  results.  We  need  congenial  weather  to  put  fish  on 
the  feed  Roach,  as  u.sual  at  this  time  of  the  year 
are  out  of  condition,  and  will  be  so  for  another  month' 
— Tho-mas  Ford,  Caistor. 


Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Alter  a  very 
late  spawning  season  the  roach  are  getting  into  con- 
dition.   There  is  a  splendid  show  of  them  all  along 
the  rivor  up  to  Upware,  five  miles  all  free  water. 
iJace  are  numerous  in  places  and  in  good  condition. 
1  erch,  in  the  gravel  swims  and  by  the  locks,  have  been 
giving  good  sport  with  the  common  worm,  several  had 
up  to^lb.  each.    At  the  opening  of  the  present  season 
the  river  has  not  been  so  clean  for  years;  the  late 
heavy  raina  have  been  very  baneficial  towards  a  good 
cleaning  out.    Side  swim?  are  being  cut  for  the  bank 
angler.    Boats  on  the  spot.    Boiled  wheat  generally 
the  best  bait  for  the  present.— John  0.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Upper  Windnish  (East 
H-loncestershire).- There  were  several  rods  out  in 
the  iairford  district  on  June  13  and  14,  and  a  brace 
or  two  of  good  trout  were  creeled.  The  Duke  of  Leeds 
and  Mr.  Wilson  and  friends  had  soma  splendid  sport 
on  the  Williamstrip  Park  waters,  as  also  did  Mr.  H. 
Gibbs  at  Ablington,  Mr.  II.  B.  Cooper  at  Bibury,  Mr. 
Gardner  Bazley  at  Hatherop  Castle,  Mr.  A.  Palmer 
and  friends  in  the  Fairford  Park  waters,  and  Mr. 
John  Falkner  on  the  Whelford  waters.  All  the 
Leach  fishings  are  in  private  hands.  Mr.  Basil  Field 
has  been  fishing  the  Pifield  and  Southrop  waters  from 
Lechlade.  Mr.  A.  Herbert  and  friends  have  been  out 
on  the  Eastleach  waters,  Mr.  Jones  on  the  Little 
iu^^T  '^'^^^^  waters,  and  Mr.  Davis  and  Dr.  Lockwood 
the  Lechlade  Mill  waters.  The  medical  profession 
has  been  of  late  well  represented  on  the  Gloucester- 
shire streams.  The  best  trout  creeled  on  the  Fairford 
Hotel  waters  were  fish  of  2^1b.,  2ilb,,  and  21b.  5oz. 
Several  two  pounders  were  creeled  in  the  district. 
The  Duke  of  Leeds  killed  a  fine  trout  at  Coin  St. 
Aldwyns,  3pb.  -P.  Lockwood. 

Cornish  Streams.— Heavy  freshets  on  June  15 
and  16.  Although  so  much  has  been  said  by  laymen 
about  rain  there  have  been  no  such  freshets  for  two 
months.  Peel  are  now  running  freely,  and  the  Camel 
and  Powey  are  well  stocked  with  the  earlier  and 
heavier  fish.  Two  good  peel  were  taken  in  the  Lynher 
on  June  18.  Mr.  Long  got  two  of  31b.  and  IJlb.  and 
ran  a  salmon  of  about  101b.  in  the  Camel.  Mr.  Liddell 
got  twenty-eight  trout  in  the  same  river  on  a  single 
day  and  Mr.  Pellow  twenty-three.  The  Tamar  is  in 
heavy  flood,  and  will  be  unfishable  for  the  next  ten 
days. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningham).— Floods  have  interfered 
much  with  the  fishing  during  the  last  few  days,  but 
if  the  weather  is  fine  the  water  should  be  in  condition 
by  Saturday  or  even  Friday.  I  was  on  the  water  on 
Tuesday  evening  and  saw  plenty  of  fly,  but  no  May 
Fly.  The  Soldier  Palmer  may  take  a  fish  or  two  even 
if  the  water  is  thick,  but  I  did  not  try  it  this  time  — 
—J.  P.  T.  J  ■ 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  heavy  floods  of 
June  14  had  the  effect  of  taking  a  tremendous  number 
of  fish,  especially  peal,  to  the  upper  waters.  The 
same  cause,  too,  has  accounted  for  big  hauls  of  salmon 
at  the  weir,  no  less  than  forty-four  being  caught 
on  the  14th,  whilst  a  number  of  large  tikes 
have  been  obtained  since  then.  Rods  have 
had  good  sport  with  salmon,  and  Capt.  Bowyer  creeled 
three  of  good  weight  last  week,  and  another  on  Satur- 
day, whilst  this  (Wednesday)  evening  Capt.  Ryan 
secured  a  capital  fish.  Trout  fishing  has  been  dull 
and  takes  have  not  averaged  more  than  half  a  dozen, 
Mr.  H.  Full  securing  that  number  on  Monday  June 
16.  Messrs.  E.  Discin,  Revell,  and  Ackrell  have 
each  had  small  baskets.  In  the  Harbourne  on 
Friday  (June  13),  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  had  a  basket 
of  eleven.  In  the  Avon,  Mr.  Foale  secured  a  trout 
weighing  2lb.  loz.,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Cranch  took  another 
m  the  same  stream  weighing  lib.  lOoz.  on  Saturday 
The  waters  are  falling  rapidly  after  the  flood  — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Baslow,  Derbyshire).  —  Since  last 
report  I  have  had  very  varied  experiences,  both  as  to 
fish  and  weather.  The  result  of  four  days*  fishing 
had  been  thirteen  and  a-half  brace,  all  trout  and  all 
sizable.  The  last  half-day  jiekled  five  fish,  but  of 
these  ouc  was  undersized  and  one  was  a  great  graylin^ 
and  these  had  to  be  returned.  One  of  the  trout  was 
between  ^Ib.  and  fib.  Nearly  all  the  fish  were  taken 
with  wet  fly,  though  I  tried  the  dry  on  every  favourable 
opportunity,  and  now  and  then  had  a  fish  to  a  small 
Quill  Gnat.  The  Wickham  and  the  Coachman  did 
best,  and  the  rough  water  yielded  by  far  the  best  results 
though  some  of  the  best  fish  came  from  the  smooth 
glides.  The  water  was  getting  into  flood  when  we 
left.    May  Ply  on,  but  noc  tak-  n.  —J.  P.  T. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaxk  Walton  Hotel 
Length).— Good  sport  has  b  e  i  tae  rule  durin<r  the 
May  Fly  rises  which  first  appeared  about  FiTdav, 
June  6  ;  more  fly  this  year  than  for  some  years,  and  the 
fish  were  taking  them  freely.  :\Ir.  Basset  and  his  two 
sons  (one  a  novice)  and  Mr.  Lee  got  jO.t  brace  during 
their  stay,  most  of  them  good  ;  Mr.  Thome  got  four 
and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  E.  R.  HjIuio  Woodcock,  a  brace 
and  a  half:  Rav.  Fuller,  on  Tuesday,  June  10,  got  five 
and  a  half  brace  ;  other  aigleis  out"  got  varjing  sport 
Mr.  Evans  got  two  and  i»  half  brace  in  the  M°anifold 
last  evening  with  the  May  Fly.— Wm.  Evahs. 
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Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  May  Fly  is  now  in 

full  force,  and  pretty  fair  sport  has  been  the  rule. 
Several  gentlemen  have  done  exceptionally  well.  The 
artificial  seems  to  have  proved  better  than  the  natural 
this  year  so  far,  thanks  to  the  dull  weather  prevailing. 
— D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  exceptionally  cold  spring, 
which  must  have  interfered  with  sport  in  many  places, 
has  really  been  a  boon  to  the  anglers  of  Cumberland, 
who  prefer  fly-fishing  for  trout  to  anything  else.  The 
season  for  fly-fishing  has  been  unusually  long,  and 
many  grand  baskets  have  been  made.  Trout  are 
plentiful  in  all  parts  of  the  Eden,  and  in  grand 
condition.  The  weather  has  been  too  cold  for 
good  Creeper  and  Stone  Fly  fishing,  but  trout 
are  now  taking  the  clear  water  worm  well. 
There  was  a  fine  run  of  sea-trout  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week  with  a  sprinkling  of  grilse,  and  prices  are 
now  reasonable— Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  pound.  Salmon 
are  still  scarce.  Many  people  who  watched  the  gulls 
devouring  the  salmon  smolts  as  they  passed  down  the 
river  to  the  sea  in  May  hold  that  the  preservation  of 
these  birds  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  increasing 
scarcity  of  salmon  everywhere.  There  may  be  some- 
thing in  this. — Silver  Grey. 

Elstree  Reservoir  (Aldenham). — Good  sport  was 
had  on  the  opening  day  here,  Mr.  Jay  caught  a  perch 
21b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  perch  and  roach;  Mr.  Bowden  good 
bream,  41b.  The  water  now  full  of  fish  ;  good  prospects 
of  good  season. — E.  Surridge  (Keeper). 

ISsIe  (Whitby). — Anticipations  were  realised  during 
the  past  few  days,  and  anglers  have  had  good  oppor- 
tunities for  capital  sport.  Several  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  have  been  successful.  The  takes  to  hand 
are  :  Mr.  J.  Baker,  Grosmont,  two  grilse  scaling  51b. 
and  71b.,  and  two  sea-trout  weighing  21b.  and  3Jlb. ; 
these  were  secured  with  the  fly.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  outlook 
is  promising.  Sea  angling  is  providing  moderate 
sport,  small  fry  being  only  taken  with  the  bottom 
line. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.) — 
The  week  end  has  not  been  amongst  the  best  for  the 
fishing  fraternity.  Trout  fishers  have  received  a 
reverse  owing  to  the  weather  being  so  dull  and  winter- 
like. Flies  blown  on  to  the  water  appear  to  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  without  attention,  and  anglers  have 
found  grub  and  worm  preferable.  Monday  was  the 
opening  day  among  the  coarse  fish  in  the  Fen 
district,  and  on  the  whole  a  goodly  number  of  visitors 
came  in  by  the  excursions.  Very  little  sport  appears 
to  have  been  accomplished,  and  it  seems  chiefly  to 
have  been  confined  to  bream  and  perch.  Boach  are 
believed  to  be  very  backward,  and  very  few  have  been 
captured. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  last  fort- 
night has  been  two  record  weeks  for  good  baskets. 
On  June  4  Mr.  Morrissy  creeled  eight  fish,  51b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  Bankast  five  ;  his  Honour  Judge  Short  and  Mr. 
Diggleworth  ten.  On  June  5  his  Honour  Judge  Fox 
had  seventeen  fish,  101b.,  being  the  best  basket.  On 
June  9  his  Honour  Judge  Fox  had  twenty-four  fish, 
121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sidebottom  six  ;  Mr.  Howard  Moss 
four.  On  June  10  Mr.  Sidebottom  had  twenty-four, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Moss  six.  On  June  11  his  Honour  Judge 
Fox  had  five  ;  Mr.  Howard  Moss  eleven,  61b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Sidebottom  twenty-one,  121b.  12oz.  On  June  12 
Mr.  Sidebottom  had  twenty-seven,  171b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Price  two.  On  June  13  his  Honour  Judge  Fox 
had  twenty-eight,  171b.  4oz. ;  Mrs.  Price  six,  31b.  14oz. 
On  June  14  Mr.  Sidebottom  had  six,  31b.  12oz  ;  Mrs. 
Price  four,  21b.  lOoz.  On  June  16  Mr.  Sidebottom 
had  twenty,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  twenty- 
three,  131b.  ;  Mrs.  Lilley  four,  21b.  Soz.  On  June  17 
his  Honour  Judge  Fox  had  thirty-one,  19lb.  Goz. ;  Mr. 
Sidebottom  three,  191b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price 
fifteen,  91b.  6oz.  ;  Mrs.  Lilley  five,  31b. ;  Colonel 
Marchant  four,  21b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Moss  four,  21b.  Soz. ; 
Mr.  Grove  two.  Several  smaller  baskets  have  been 
made. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  heavy  rains  have 
greatly  benefited  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  and 
when  the  weather  becomes  seasonable  some  trout, 
dace,  and  eels  ought  to  be  taken.  Some  large  dace 
have  been  seen  at  Ware,  but  since  the  season  for 
these  fish  opened  on  Monday,  I  cannot  hear  of  any 
good  baskets  being  made  on  the  public  waters.  The 
May  Fly  season  has  been  a  delusion  and  a  snare  so 
far  as  I  can  ascertain.  Anglers  ought  to  creel  some 
good  dace  now  on  the  Beane  and  Ash.  Large  numbers 
of  anglers  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  opening 
of  the  roach  fishing  season  on  July  1,  when  bream, 
chub,  barbel,  carp,  etc.,  can  also  be  taken.  Coarse 
fishing  is  now  open  on  the  Stort,  and  I  hope  to  have 
some  good  sport  to  record  shortly. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  season  in  these  waters 
opened  fairly  well  considering  the  thick  state  of  the 
)iver.  Biesm  thus  early  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  a 
fair  number  u  1  to  4^1b.  were  taken;  when  the  water 
fines  down  good  results  may  be  expected. — P.  W.  G, 

ItVigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  in  good  order  up  to 
Monday,  and  sport  has  been  very  good.    The  May  Fly 


has  been  on  in  fair  numbers,  and  the  fish  have  been 
taking  them  well,  and  some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have 
been  landed.  Ply-fishing  this  week  has  been  at  a 
standstill,  the  weather  being  still  unsettled. — Gwynnb. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingfsland).— 
The  streams  are  now  fit  for  fly  fishing,  which  is  likely 
to  be  good  for  some  time  to  come  should  we  be 
favoured  with  moderately  fine  weather.  The  May  fiy 
is  nearly  over.  Grey  Drake  will  now  be  useful,  also 
Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Orange  Palmer, 
Hawthorn,  and  Downhill,  whilst  for  evening  female 
Yellow  Dun,  Spinners,  Owls,  Coachman,  and  Caddis 
should  be  amongst  the  best.  Minnow  fishing  is  now 
good  ;  prospects  for  sport  the  coming  week  are  favour- 
able. The  May  fly  this  year  has  been  more  successful 
than  for  some  seasons  past,  and  capital  baskets  have 
been  the  rule  throughout  the  district. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Neue  (Peterborough).  —  Notwithstanding  the 
recent  abundant  rains,  the  water  is  a  nice  height, 
and  in  very  fair  condition  for  angling.  So  far  the 
season  has  opened  favourably,  and  during  the  present 
week  we  have  been  comparatively  free  from  rain- 
storms. Prospects  are  good,  with  plenty  of  fish. 
There  have  been,  for  a  start,  some  fine  roach  caught, 
about  a  score,  averaging  Jib.  each,  having  been  taken 
with  straw  bait  by  Signer  Pepi  (who  is  staying  at 
Peterborough)  at  the  ferry  on  Tuesday  (June  17). 
— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting  (June  18)  the  river  is  full  and  slightly 
discoloured  from  the  late  heavy  rains,  but  not  too 
much  so  for  the  use  of  fly  fishers.  Some  good  catches 
have  been  made  of  late,  particularly  in  the  evening 
about  dusk.  The  first  of  the  sea  trout  may  soon  be 
expected,  and  it  is  said  that  one  or  two  have  already 
been  seen  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  no  captures 
are  at  present  reported.  The  ticket  for  the  preserved 
water  from  the  Rolle  Hotel  here  is  at  present  engaged. 
There  is,  however,  another  ticket  for  some  good  water 
to  be  had  at  the  Golden  Lion  Inn,  Tipton  St.  John's. 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  good  condi- 
tion for  all-round  angling  now,  with  a  nice  colour  in 
it.  Several  gentlemen  out  on  Monday  were  all  well 
rewarded,  roach  up  to  IJlb.  and  bream  to  31b.  being 
brought  in,  in  good  clean  condition,  too,  for  the  early 
part  of  season.  Perch  are  feeding  also  well  now  in 
the  Dyke  mouths  at  the  edges  of  the  coloured  water. 

 A.  SCARD. 

  (St.    Ives,  Hunts). — The  season  here  has 

opened  well.  A  perch  of  21b.  Soz.  and  a  ,chub  of  41b. 
(taken  on  the  fly)  have  been  registered.  Prospects  are 
very  rosy.  The  river  in  this  district  is  well  looked 
after,  and  the  weeds  always  abundant  at  this  season  of 
the  year  are  being  well  kept  under. — E.  Collinson. 

  (St.  Neots). — The  fishing  season  opened  on 

June  16  in  vile  weather,  and  but  few  anglers  wore  out. 
Chub  and  roach  were  taken,  the  largest  of  the  former, 
sealing  41b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mrs.  Eandall  Boddy, 
of  Richmond,  with  a  cherry  as  bait.  The  largest  roach 
was  caught  hy  Mr.  Boddy,  and  scaled  lib.  13oz. ;  a 
rudd  of  Iflb.  was  also  taken.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition. — W.  R. 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  water  in  all  the 
rivers,  in  fact  most  of  them  are  bank  high,  and  will 
give  the  peel  and  salmon  good  chance  of  getting  up  to 
the  higher  waters  to  spawn.  Quite  a  little  crowd  were 
to  be  noticed  some  days  this  week  watching  the  salmon 
leaping  the  weir  at  Tavistock.  The  sport  on  all  the 
rivers  has  been  much  better  ;  Mr.  Hartley  had  six 
nice  fish,  which  weighed  2^lh.,  on  the  Tavy  on  Friday 
(June  13),  one  weighing  fib. ;  Mr.  Sheppard  also  had 
a  peel  the  same  day ;  Mr.  Winsor  had  two  nice  peel 
on  June  17,  one  weighing  2Jlb.  and  the  other  61b.  I 
hear  also  these  was  another  caught,  just  under  21b.,  by 
a  constant  fisherman.  The  Dart  also  is  providing 
good  sport,  baskets  of  two  and  three  dozen,  and  all 
nice  fish,  taken  on  the  fly.  There  are  several  peel  up 
in  the  Plym. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — As  in  other  places  the  weather  has  been  most 
tantalising  during  the  past  week,  on  some  days 
most  promising  and  on  others  quite  the  reverse.  On 
Monday  (June  16)  there  was  a  most  severe  thunder- 
storm which  partially  cleared  the  air,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  it  the  Tanat  to-day  (.June  18)  is  of  the  most 
pronounced  cofiee-colour,  although  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Severn  have  not  suffered  to  an  equal  extent.  Altogether 
anglers  are  awaiting  better  times,  and  with  their  pro- 
verbial patience  they  may  experience  the  good  time 
coming,  and  perhaps  their  patience  may  be  realised  in 
the  sweet  by  and  bye. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry,  Kent).  —  The  immense 
quantities  of  fish  of  all  kinds  that  have  gone  up  the 
Lesser  Stour  during  the  fence  months  have  been  care- 
fully watched,  clearly  proving  the  stock  of  fish  to  be 
as  plentiful  as  ever.  All  have  now  returned  to  the 
mam  stream.  Roach  caught  on  the  opening  day  were 
in  fairly  good  order,  but  not  yet  quite  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Beamont,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  on  Tuesday  last,  had  a  nice  show  of 
bream  and  roach,  some  of  the  latter  up  to  l^lb.  There 
is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  river  in 
good  order. — J.  Kihby. 


Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  harbours.— The 

weather  to-day,  Wednesday,  has  been  an  ideal  June 
day — without  rain  ;  trouting  has  somewhat  improved, 
and  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  western  streams, 
A  brace  of  2Jlb.  fish  are  the  best  I  hear  of ;  streams  and 
rivers  as  a  rule  have  been  high  and  clouded,  but  are  fast 
fining  down.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  the  Ouse  at  Lewes, 
resulting  in  the  capture  of  a  few  dace  and  roach,  at  pre- 
sent out  of  all  condition.  Chichester  Canal  has  been 
fairly  well  patronised.  All  kinds  of  fish  are  plentiful 
and  small  fry  have  given  sport.  Bream  up  to  lib.  7oz. 
have  been  taken ;  eels  weighing  3 Jib.,  and  a  few  small 
roach.  The  water  is  in  fair  condition.  Some  of  the 
roach  were  very  late  in  spawning.  Bass  and  smelt 
have  given  sport  in  the  harbours.  A  bass  of  3Jlb.  is 
the  heaviest  that  has  come  under  notice. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  prospects  for  summer 
fishing  are  better  than  for  ten  years  past.  Rivera  are 
now  very  high.  I  could  record  dozens  of  fishermen 
wbo  have  taken  good  baskets  of  trout  on  the  moor 
streams.  I  saw  a  catch  of  thirty  trout  on  Tuesday 
(June  17),  taken  with  the  minnow  in  two  hours.  The 
Eggesford  water  is  in  good  condition  and  the  waters 
at  Lynton  are  first-class ;  salmon  are  running  up,  and 
the  net  fishermen  are  having  good  times. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  coloured 
and  has  risen  several  inches.  Before  the  rain  the  fish 
were  well  on  the  move  and  rising  freely  at  the  May 
Fly,  and  good  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Minnow 
fishing  was  good  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  trout  of 
IJlb.  were  landed  with  it.  Bottom  fishing  is  now 
brisk  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  on  since  Monday, 
and  several  trout  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each  have  been 
landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 

running  stained,  and  has  risen  about  a  foot  of  surface 
water.  Before  the  rain  the  fish  were  rising  well, 
the  May  Fly  was  up  on  the  river,  and  a  good  few 
anglers  were  out.  Sport  has  been  good,  and  nice  lots 
of  fine  trout  landed.  This  coloured  water  will  about 
finish  the  May  Fly  fishing.  With  fine  weather  there 
should  be  good  sport  in  this  district  next  week. — 
Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — After  the  heavy  rains 
up  Brecon  district  and  here,  the  water  rose  somewhat 
and  was  of  good  colour  for  trout  fishing  on  June  14, 
when  several  baskets  were  taken.  The  evening  fly 
fishermen  capture  a  few  small  baskets  of  trout  and  dace, 
the  lattar  rising  freely  to  the  fly. — E.  J.  Delapield. 

Witham,  eto.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Trout  fishers  have  been  suffering  from  the  change  of 
weather.  There  are  a  fair  number  of  flies  about,  but 
they  are  by  no  means  lively,  and  fish  are  paying  them 
little  or  no  attention.  An  odd  brace  here  and  there 
has  fallen  to  black  gnats  or  other  similar  flies,  but  as 
a  rule  the  bottom  fishers  have  had  the  best  of  it.  Dock 
grub  has  been  the  favourite  lure.  A  goodly  number 
of  anglers  came  down  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
season  on  the  river.  Many  of  the  favourite  places 
were  visited,  but  the  great  difficulty  seems  to  have 
been  the  finding  of  the  fish.  Owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  season  only  bream  appear  to  have  been  avail- 
able. Some  managed  to  take  a  few  perch  from  the 
lower  lengths,  but  they  also  were  difficult  to  find. 
Roach  appear  to  be  backward  and  the  results  of  the 
first  day  or  two  are  believed  to  have  been,  on  the 
whole,  poor. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  and  on 
some  days  bottom  fishing  has  been  pursued  with 
success.  A  number  of  gentlemen  have  been  out  on 
the  Wye,  and  some  had  fairly  good  sport,  obtaining 
creels  of  from  three  to  five  and  six  brace.  The  Derwent 
too  has  also  yielded  some  very  good  trout.  The  Chats- 
worth  fishery  has  been  well  patronised,  and  a  lot  of 
nice  fish  taken,  but  not  many  heavy  trout.  The 
members  of  the  Darley  Dale  Club  have  met  with 
fairly  good  sport.  Several  anglers  who  have  fished 
about  Matlock  Bridge  have  taken  a  few  nice  trout,  six 
of  these  well  over  lib.  each,  one  trout  lib.  lloz., 
taken  with  May  Fly ;  Mr.  Buxton  two  brace.  Mr. 
Mordle  has  also  landed  a  few  nice  fish.  Grayling  are 
now  in  season,  and  there  are  a  nice  lot  of  them  in  these 
waters.    Prospects  are  now  very  good. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks).  —  All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
favoured  in  the  way  of  freshets  and  are  now  a  good 
colour  for  fly-fishing.  The  Yore  has  been  fishing 
fairly  well  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  and  Askrigg.  Several 
fine  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly,  the  best 
patterns  found  to  kill  being  Brown  Owl,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges,  Poult  Bloa,  and 
Dark  Watchet.  The  Cover  has  been  fishing  fairly 
well ;  during  the  week  Mr.  H.  Caley  and  others 
have  got  some  nice  trout  daily  with  spinning 
the  natural  minnow  on  the  Ariel  flight.  Lower 
down  the  Yore  sport  has  been  fair  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon  lengths  amongst  the  trout. 
Angling  in  the  Wharfe  at  Ilkley  has  been  quiet,  one 
or  two  rods  have  met  with  fair  sport  with  fly.  Lower 
down  the  river  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Otley  and 
Pool,  the  bist  basket  of  trout  being  one  of  eight  fish 
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caught  with  fly.  On  Monday,  June  16,  the  season  for 
the  coarse  fishermen  opened  in  very  unsettled  weather. 
On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  several  anglers 
journeyed  to  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulle'kelf. 
During  the  week  the  barbel  have  been  on  the  feed  and 
good  baskets  have  been  made  at  Tadcaster.  Mr.  J. 
Pickersgill  and  his  son  had  splendid  sport  amongst 
the  barbel,  their  combined  catch  weighing  44Jlb.,  the 
largest  being  about  3Jlb.  Several  rods  have  been  seen 
out  at  Boroughbridge  on  the  Yore  and  fair  sport  has 
been  met  with  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  On  Tuesday 
Mr,  M.  Handley  secured  a  barbel  weighing  4Jlb.  The 
Nidd,  Derwent  and  Ouse  have  been  slightly  coloured, 
but  sport  only  moderate.  The  Rye  and  Riccall  are 
now  running  in  fair  trim.  Since  the  rains  reports  from 
the  Costa  and  Pickering  Beck  show  some  improve- 
ment in  sport,  the  Green  Drake  is  showing  up  in  fair 
numbers.  Best  sport  with  it  has  been  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent. — John  B.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy. — On  June  16  Messrs.  Meldrum  and 
Lindsay  Wood,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  [caught  fifty-six 
trout  weighting  lljlb. — Alex.  Nicol.  " 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 
On  June  10,  IMessrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-one  trout,  8|lb. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  Notting- 
ham, on  Loch  Urigill,  a  basket  of  171b. ;  and  Messrs. 
Robertson  and  Johnston,  one  of  181b.  On  the  11th, 
Mr.  Roper,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  on  Looh  Cama,  one  and  a 
half  dozen,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong  on  Loch 
Urigill,  four  and  a  half  dozen,  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield, 
three  and  a  quarter  dozen,  71b.  On  the  12th,  Messrs. 
Ross  and  Armstrong,  on  Urigill,  thirty  trout,  9^1b. ;  and 
Mr.  Roper,  forty,  121b.  On  13th,  Lady  Constance  Mac- 
kenzie had  forty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  thirty- 
nine,  131b. ;  Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Cama,  seven  trout, 
12|lb.  (including  four  of  4flb.,  2Jlb.,  l|lb.,and  lilb.) ; 
Messrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong,  twenty-six,  8Jlb.  On 
16th,  Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-six  trout, 
91b. ;  Messrs.  Greig,  thirty,  131b.  ;  Lady  Constance 
Mackenzie,  twenty,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  forty-eight, 
151b.  ;  Messrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong,  ninety,  23Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  Beever,  London,  thirtv-eight, 
lllb.-B.  .        J    s  . 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  the  Skippers 
pool  below  Langholm,  Mr.  C.  Roe  landed  three  sea 
trout.  Mr.  W.  McMillan  two  in  Langholm  water,  and 
Mr.  J.  Barnfather  and  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  one  each. 
Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got  in  the 
tributaries  close  to  Langholm.  During  the  last  fort- 
night, Mr.  Charlton  caught  nine  sea  trout  in  Canonbie 
water.  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  one  in  the  middle  reaches, 
and  Messrs.  J.  Graham,  J.  Davidson  and  R.  Steele 
have  each  had  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  and  the 
Double  water,  besides  a  number  of  yellow  trout. 
In  Westerkirk  water  Mr.  J.  Turnbull  creeled  six  dozen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Telford  had  a  basket  of  61b. 
Mr.  A.  Thompson,  four  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes 
water  ;  Mrs.  Joe  Anderson  and  her  two  sons  creeled 
eighty-six  yellow  trout  in  Westerkirk  water.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  are  being  got.  Twenty-four  hours'  rain 
badly  wanted. — Gilnockie. 

Beverou  (Banffshire). — On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing 
at  Corniehaugh,  Mr.  Bindloss  and  party  in  five  days 
creeled  sixty-nine  trout,  scaling  371b.,  and  a  fresh-run 
salmon  of  121b.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section  on 
June  11  Mr.  James  Fraser  grassed  a  salmon  weighing 
111b.— Rethop. 

 We  are  still  in  the  midst  of  unsettled 

weather.  The  wind  is  from  the  north-east,  which 
naturally  brings  in  a  heavy  sea  along  the  coast.  A 
large  portion  of  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  river 
has  been  shifted  eastward  by  the  action  of  the  waves. 
So  great  was  the  force  of  the  sea  on  Monday  that  at 
high  tide  part  of  the  Banff  road  was  swept.  The  bag 
nets  that  were  replaced  at  most  of  the  sea  stations  in 
the  middle  of  last  week  are  again  wrecked.  Among 
the  few  fish  that  they  got  from  the  nets  last  week  was 
a  salmon  of  42lb.  The  river  is  a  little  high  and  foul 
for  angling.  There  is  a  fair  appearance  of  fish  running. 
On  some  days  during  the  past  week  the  net  fishermen 
netted  more  grilse  and  salmon  than  they  have  done 
for  some  time. — H.  W. 

lucliuadamph.  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had: — Messrs.  Best — June  10  (7,  6|lb.); 
11th  (7,  31b.);  13th  (40,  161b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruston 
—10th  (70,  231b.).  Mr.Harvie  Brown— 11th  (15,741b). 
General  Robertson— 11th  (1  ferox,  61b.).  Mr.  Ruston 
—11th  (I,  lib.,  and  2  ferox,  6ib.)  ;  13th  (1  ferox,  61b  )  ; 
14th  (1  salmon,  111b.).  General  Robertson  and  Major 
Johnston — 12th  (14,  6).  Messrs.  Findlator  and  Cass 
— 13th  (5,  4^1b.). — Past  week  weather  very  unsettled, 
with  strong,  cold  north  and  east  winds. — W.  WALLiCE. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar). — Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  June  16,  Mr.  Turnbull, 
London,  had  twenty-one  trout,  best  basket  this  season. 
Prospects  now  good  for  the  next  fortnight. — Donald 
Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Anglers  have  had  fairly 
good  sport  during  the  past  week.    Eighteen  members 


of  the  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club  captured  seventy 
trout  weighing  731b.  5oz.  First,  Mr.  L.  Mcintosh, 
eleven  trout,  111b.  2oz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  D.  Niven,  seven 
trout,  101b.  5oz.  Five  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Edina 
Club  captured  seventeen  trout,  151b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Mosorip 
was  first  with  nine  trout,  81b.  7oz.  Eleven  members  of 
the  Fifeshire  Club  captured  sixty-four  trout,  631b.  lOoz. 
First,  Mr.  R.  Wilson,  thirteen  trout,  101b.  13oz. 
Seven  members  of  the  Buckland  Club  killed  thirty-two 
trout,  371b.  13oz.  First,  Mr.  H.  W.  H.  Dunsmure  six 
trout,  91b.  St.  Mungo  Club  with  twenty-six  rods  took 
eighty  trout,  801b.  lloz.  First,"Mr.  J.  Bullock,  nine 
trout,  101b.  12oz. ;  second  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Kirk,  ten  trout, 
101b.  7oz.  Private  parties  :  Mr.  C.  F.  Moore,  Stirling, 
and  Mr.G.B.Ritchie,:Dundee,  twenty-three  trout,  201b.; 
Major  Reid,  sixteen  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Boyd,  Cupar, 
thirteen  trout,  131b.  4oz.  Mr.  Pumphrey,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  eighteen  trout,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Mackay, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Walker,  Dundee, 
ten  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  Dundee,  twelve 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee,  twelve  trout, 
121b.;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and  Provost  Black,  Dundee, 
fourteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  William  Dewar  and  Mr. 
Sidney  Shields,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  131b.;  Mr. 
Hunter,  Callander,  eleven  trout,  121b  Soz. — R.  B.Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — Fishing  these  waters 
the  following  catches  of  trout  were  made  : — Mr.  Clayton 
—May  30  (6,  51b.,  heaviest,  IJlb.) :  June  2  (44, 12Jlb.) ; 
3rd  (6  trout,  lUb.  and  1  salmon,  gflb.) ;  4th  (32, 16^1b., 
heaviest,  lib.);  5th  (2,  2pb,  heaviest,  21b);  6th  (8, 
411b.) ;  7th  (11,  3) ;  10th  (8,  61b.,  heaviest,  Iflb.) ;  12th 
(2,  21b.).  Mr.  Edwards-Moss— 2nd  (11,  61b.,  heaviest, 
lib.);  6th  (31,  111b.);  10th  (5,  5Jlb.).  Mr.  E.  S. 
Challinor— 11th  (12,  61b  ,  heaviest,  Iflb.)  ;  12th  (18, 
41b.).  Mr.  Duplessis— 13th  (7,  lUb.,  heaviest,  3Jlb.) ; 
16th  (13,  141b.,  heaviest,  Hlb.).  Mr.  Buxton— 13th 
(21,  111b  ,  heaviest,  lib).— D.  Macpadyen. 

Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). — 
On  June  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  twenty-one  trout,  71b.  ;  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  Essex,  on  Top  Shin,  sixteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Beard, 
Birkenhead,  on  Grialn,  twenty-six,  131b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown,  Shrewsbury,  fourteen,  71b.  ;  Colonel  and 
Miss  Dixon,  London,  twenty-five,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Leake, 
Kings  Lynn,  twenty-one,  71b.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bickersteth,  thirty-two,  ll^lb.  ;  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  twenty-two,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Beard,  thirty-six, 
ISJlb. ;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty-nine,  13Jlb.  : 
Mr.  Leake,  twenty-one,  81b. ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber, 
Doncaster,  twenty-three,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  Chancellor 
and  Prescott,  Carlisle,  sixty,  IS^lb.  Total  for  the  day 
to  eight  boats,  236  trout,  85f  lb.  On  the  12th,  the  same 
anglers  were  out,  and  baskets  ranged  up  to  two  and  a 
half  dozen,  lOJlb. ;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  however, 
besides  nine  trout,  3^lb.,  caught  two  Salmo  ferox  of 
91b.  and  7Jlb.  On  the  13th,  thirteen  anglers  were  out 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Griam,  and  Merkland.  Baskets 
ranged  to  two  dozen  in  number  and  lOJlb.  in  weight. 
On  the  14  th,  weather  so  stormy  that  baskets  only  reached 
to  two  dozen,  91b.  On  the  16th,  eleven  anglers  were 
out  and  baskets  ran  up  to  over  three  dozen,  161b. — B. 

Naver  (BettyhiU,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  June  8 
Mr.  Allison  Johnston,  Skelpick  Lodge,  fishing  Beats  1 
and  2,  landed  eight  salmon,  and  on  June  10,  on  Beat 
No.  2,  he  had  five  fish.  On  Jime  11  Mr.  Mackay  landed 
a  very  fine  fish  on  Beat  No.  6.  Net  fishings  at  the 
estuary  are  still  prosecuted  with  success.  On  June  12 
one  hundred  and  twenty  fish,  including  salmon  and 
grilse  were  landed— forty  at  one  haul.  On  June  14 
weather  very  stormy. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  — 
On  June  13,  Messrs.  Adam  and  Stewart,  on  Loch  Laig 
Ard  (in  one  hour),  three  trout,  l^lb.  ;  and  ou  14th, 
Mr.  Wood,  on  Loch  Unidhe,  thirteen  trout,  averaging 
lib.  each. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  June  5 
Mr.  Edward  Buxton  one  salmon  16Lb.  On  June  6, 
General  Upsher  two  of  131b.  and  171b.  On  June  7, 
Mr.  Buxton  one,  151b. ;  and  Dr.  Robertson  a  13-pounder. 
On  June  10,  General  Upsher  one  101b.  On  June  11, 
Mr.  Buxton  one  of  161b.    Weather  now  improving. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — At  the  time  of  writing  all 
the  streams  are  still  dead  low  and  clear.  Sea  trout 
are  making  a  much  better  show  in  the  Solway  this 
week,  and  on  Tuesday,  June  17,  there  was  the  finest 
run  of  the  season.  On  Monday  morning,  June  16, 
there  was  also  a  rmi,  and  fortunately  a  number  of  the 
trout  escaped  the  nets  which  did  not  come  into 
working  order  until  6  a.m.  There  was  a  nice 
show  of  sea  trout  in  the  Lower  Annan  on  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday,  as  also  on  Wednesday  morning. 
Angling  shows  some  improvement  in  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  rivers,  but  the  sport  is  disappointing 
in  all  lower  reaches,  owing  to  the  trout  keeping 
on  the  run.     In  the  Anuan  the  best  basket  was 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Uepdt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  reiiuiremeiits 
and  locality  required  for  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  country.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


made  by  Mr.  William  Thorburn,  who  killed 
four  sea  trout  in  the  Mount  Annan  water. 
Mr.  Frank  Anderson  killed  one  of  about  21b.  In  Sir 
Robert  Jardine's  portion,  near  Castlemilk,  Mr.  John 
Bae  caught  several  sea  trout,  and  odd  ones  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  and  other  stretches  of  the 
river.  In  Wamphray  and  Dinwoodio  reaches  tho  sea 
trout  are  not  yet  showing.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  killed 
one  sea  trout  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters 
the  other  evening,  and  local  rods  have  also  been 
taking  odd  ones  with  the  night  fly  and  the  minnow 
lure.  Moderate  sport  among  yellow  trout  has  been 
reported  from  the  Galloway  rivers.  Sea  trout  are 
ascending  the  various  streams,  though  the  sport  is 
not  good.  On  the  Ayrshire  rivers  angling  is  rather 
quiet  this  week. — Heathkrbell, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balliuderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— Salmon  have 
reached  the  weir  at  this  village,  and  several  have  been 
noted  rising  below  Ballinderry  Bridge.  Black  fly 
fishing  has  started— that  is,  dapping  with  the  natural 
black  fly.— J.  A.  B. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— The  netters 
of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  have  been 
extremely  successful  in  clearing  the  pike  out  of 
Magherahamlet.  It  was  deemed  an  almost  impossible 
task,  but  net  and  trimmer  accounted  for  close  on  500 
pike  since  March  last.  There  will  be  splendid  trout 
fishing  on  this  lake  next  season.  Each  of  the  lakes 
will  ba  similarly  dealt  with. — J.  A.  B. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — There  has  been  a  little 
improvement  in  the  weather  for  the  past  week,  the 
daytime  being  a  little  warmer,  but  the  cold  east  wind 
continues.  There  were  some  showers  of  rain  over  the 
catchment  basins  of  the  tributaries  that  caused  a  small 
discoloured  flood  of  short  duration.  The  main  river 
remained  perfectly  clear  and  has  fallen  six  inches  in 
the  past  few  days.  Trout  did  not  come  so  freely  to 
the  fly  as  in  the  early  part  of  the  month,  yet 
some  good  baskets  were  caught  on  the  Kilrea  and 
Portglenone  reaches.  There  are  fewer  fish  in  the 
river  than  in  past  seasons  thanks  to  the  men  who  are 
in  charge  of  the  Fisheries  of  Ireland  who  permit  all 
the  best  rivers  to  be  so  much  over  netted  by  improved 
methods  that  salmon  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 
Fish  have  not  come  to  the  fly  so  well  for  j-ears  as 
every  one  that  is  cast  over  rises  at  once.  This  free 
rising  will  continue  in  all  the  large  rivers  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer  as  the  temperature 
of  the  water  is  and  will  continue  much  lower 
than  in  past  seasons.  On  the  Kilrea  reach  Mr.  F. 
Wilson  took  one  salmon,  201b. ;  Mr.  F.  Dawson,  one 
salmon,  131b. ;  and  Mr.  M.  C.  Harrmain,  New  York, 
one  salmon  under  the  weir,  13Jlb.  He  hooked  a  much 
larger  one  directly  after,  and  had  it  on  for  forty 
minutes  when  the  line  caught  in  a  submerged  boulder, 
and  the  fish,  half  his  cast,  and  Black  and  Gold  fly 
were  lost.  On  the  Caronroe  section  Major  Butler 
caught  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  four 
salmon,  201b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  and  one  grilse, 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  one  salmon,  141b. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  fact  that  ice  was 
recently  stranded  on  the  coast  not  twenty  miles  from 
here  accounts  for  the  unnatural  coldness.  The  small 
streams  are  low  and  clear,  and  nothing  was  done  on 
them  this  week.  The  Crossgar  is  also  running  down. 
On  Tuesday  a  city  angler  had  six  fish,  averaging  fib., 
on  it.  The  dams  are  fishing  better,  particularly 
Leathemstown  Dam,  where  the  rods  out  have  averaged 
half  a  dozen  trout  each  up  to  lib.,  Messrs.  Sandy, 
Colville,  Bayne,  and  Heauey  being  amongst  the  most 
successful.    Rain  is  again  wanted. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — There  is  a 
fair  volume  of  water  yet  in  this  river.  Up  till  to-daj' 
not  a  single  salmon  was  killed,  although  the  pools 
about  here  are  very  well  tenanted.  At  the  weir 
several  heavy  fish  were  raised  and  lost. — J.  A.  B. 

•  •  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  sport  con- 
tinues good.  Numbers  of  fresh  fish  are  passing  to 
the  upper  waters.  On  the  Ballyduff  fishery  Com- 
mander Steward,  R.N.,  on  June  12,  one  salmon,  lolb. ; 
15th,  one,  141b  ;  and  at  Lismore  the  same  gentleman 
one  of  111b.  on  9th  inst.  On  Carrig  fishery,  R.  A. 
Grove,  Annesley,  duringi  the  week,  had  ten  salmon, 
making  a  total  of  twenty-nine  salmon  to  his  own  rod 
during  the  past  six  weeks.  A  nice  mild  change  has 
set  in  which  should  tend  to  much  improve  sport. — W. 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Some  good 
sport  has  again  been  obtained  on  the  Erne.  Dr.  E. 
Aiken  five  grUse  for  the  week  ending  on  June  14, 
weighing  from  61b.  to  Sib.  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson,  in 
same  time,  four  salmon  of  191b.,  161b.,  Sib.,  and  71b. ; 
Mr.  Robt.  S.  Johnston  nine  salmon  and  grilse  for  the 
week  ending  June  14,  of  161b.,  lolb.,  151b.,  13:Vlb.,  81b., 
7ilb.,  71b.,  G^lb.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  eight 
salmon  and  grilse  for  week  ending  on  Jvme  14, 
weighing  from  IGJlb.  to  6ib ;  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli,  one 
grilse  on  June  16""  of  51b.,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  four 
salmon,  on  13th,  14th,  and  16th,  of  141b.,  71b.,  101b., 
and  81b.  Captain  F.  W.  Jones,  eight  sahnon  and 
grilse  for  week  ending  Jvme  14,  of  20:Vlb.,  19Jlb.,  181b., 
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REAL  IMPROVEMENTS  in  FISHING  TACEE. 


MORRISS'  PATENT  INVISIBLE  HOOKS. 

May  Flies  on  these  Hooks  are  Perfection. 


Sample 
on 

Application. 

2/-  doz.  Sold 
everjrwhere. 

3  doz.  on  receipt 
of  P.O.  for  6/-. 


THE 

-  PDPAM 


Sample  on 
Application. 


2/-  each.    Sold  every- 
where. 

J  doz.  P.O.  for  12/-. 


MORRISS'   CARSON  SPINNER. 


Mr.  Hugh  Peel. 

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  members 
In  everything  affecting  their  interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private 
Agency  for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers, 
the  Association  will  be  in  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in 
Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information.  For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard.  Somerset. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  Od., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh,lreland. 


GISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLSSALB  IBOII 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London 


PORCELAIN 


ROD  RINGS. 


Anglers  may  now  obtain  the  genuine 
Porcelain  Rings,  as  recently  described  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  from 

F.  W.  DALE, 

Anglers'  Depot, 
HANLEY,  STAFFORDSHIRE. 


TOUM   OUTtlT  IS  NOT  COM.VLETK 
WITHOUT  A  I'ACKKT  OF 

KING'S  NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be  the 
MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish  taking 
paste  bait.    Two  colours,   White  and 
Pink.    Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 
Packets  3d.  and  6d.  each.    If  by  post, 
postage  extra. 

CEROLEUM. 

The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Easily  applied.  No  stickiness  or  peeling, 
prevents  kinking,  lasts  two  seasons. 
Packets  6d.  &  is.  each;  postage  extra. 

Of  aU  TACKLE  DEALERS,  or  from  the  Maker, 

WILlCiaiVI  KXNG, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 


TROUT, 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 

BRIMPTON,  neap  READING. 

Yearling,  Two  Tear  and  Three  Year  Old 
Trout  for  Btocking, 

Prices  front  H.  H.  GRAY. 


THE  only  Spinner  that  will  catch 
Trout  and  Perch  when  off  the  fly. 
TRIED  and  PROVED  successful. 

Samples  on  application. 

Sold  everywhere.    6/-  doz. 
i  doz.  3/-. 


ALFRED  MORRISS.Marston  Works. REDDITCH. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
X6/-  net. 


London  : 

SAMPSimLOW,MARSTON&COMPANY,Ltd. 

St.  Diinstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


KEATINC'S 
POWDER 
KILIS 


BUGS 
FLEAS  1 
FLIES 
BEETLES 


3d.6d.ls-BELL0WS  9d 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY 

MAGIC  CHINESE  FISHING  BAIT  (cat.-li  pail 
fill  of  fish),  1/..  Secret  Fisliiiig  Oils.  Worms 
Maggots,  and  Wasp  Grulis,  1/- per  box.  Trout 
Flies,  1/-  per  dozen.  May  Mies,  2/-  per  <lozen 
Fishing  and  Sporting  Goods  List,  Id.,  post  paid 

J.  EGGLESTON, 

NATURALIST,  SUNDERLAND. 


Coarse  Fishing  Wanted 

To  Faemebs  and  Othebs. 

Gentleman  wants  to  Rent  some  good 
Coarse  Fishing,  for  his  isrivate  use  only, 
within  forty  miles  of  London,  must 
he  within  easy  distance  from  Kailway 
Station— Great  Western  Railway  pre- 
ferred. —  WooDNELL,  Formpsa  Street, 
Paddington. 


TROUT. 

FRY,  YEARLINGS,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

OF 

BROWN  TROUT.  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAI» 
BOW.  and  SEA  TROUT. 

From  very  large  parent  fish,  can  be  obtained 
from 

Lord  Montagu's  Beaulien  Fishery 

AND 

Chas.  Brann's,  Esq.,  Sowley  Fishery. 

For  Price  Lists  and  full  particulars  apply  to 
Mr.  E.  COLLIHS,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu's 
Beauliea  Fishery,  Beaulieu,  Hants ;  and  to  C. 
Brauh,  Esq.,  The  Fishery,  Sowley  House, 
Lymington,  Hants. 


INNERLEITHEN,  N.B.,  SPLENDID  FISHING. 

Tweed  and  streams,  no  restrictious.  Beautiful 
scenery.  Splendid  cycling  roads.  Golf.  Descrip- 
tive Guide  and  List  of  Houses  to  Let,  free,  from 
Wm.  Hutton,  High  Street. 


!     X.OOK:  !  I 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS.  The  Best 
E;irly  Bait  for  all  kinds  of  fish  is  the  CADDiS 
GRUB.    Half  Pint,  Is.  2d.  Free. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsii,  Nottingham. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


Flrst=class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 


BEST   ROUTE  for  SPORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 


Appy  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull ;  GELLATLV^  &C0.,  51,  Pall  Mall ;  Luniley 
Newton,  and  Dowell,  16,  St.  James's  Street,  S.  W.  • 
COOK'S,  Lud^ate  Circus ;  or  W.  E.  BOTT  & 
CO.,  1,  East  ludia  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


ANGLING 
IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL,  Dunkiueely,  co.  Doneg.al,  Ire 
laud.  (5  miles  Saliiiou  and  Sea  Trout  Fishinj;  on 
Oiley  river;  5  miles  Sea  Trout  Fishing  Strasar 
river  ;  two  splendid  Brown  Trout  lakes.  E.vcel- 
lent  SeaFishiii't:  Pollack,  Mackerel,  etc.  Fish- 
ing free  to  hotel  visitors;  Ijcautiful  scenery.  Five 
imiuites  from  railway  station.  Good  accommo- 
aatioii.  Four  hours'  drive  to  famous  Slieve 
League  mountain. 
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Special  notice  to  our  Reaaers. 


On  SATURDAY,  JULY  19,  we  shall  publish  our  SUMMER 
HOLIDAY  NUMBER  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette."    The  Special 
Feature  will  be  an  Illustrated  Supplement,  on  Art  Paper, 

SHOWING  THE  INTEREST  TAKEN  IN 
ANGLING  BY  OUR  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

There  will  also  be  many  other  Illustrations  and  Articles. 


I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  readers  of  the  "Fishing 
Gazette  "  who  will  send  me  the  names  and  addresses  of 
anglers  who  do  not  at  present  take  the  paper,  in  order 
that  I  may  send  them  a  Specimen  Copy. 


This  Special  Number  will  also  be  sent  to  every  important  Hotel 
and  Iim  in  good  Pishing  Districts  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


CONTENTS. 


N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  arUcles  published  vn 
this  paper. 
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91b.,  6Ib.,  61b.,  81b,,  71b.,  and  61b.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Jones 
successfully  landed  her  first  salmon  of  71b.  on  a 
salmon  rod  on  June  1.3th.  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston 
has  been  catching  some  fine  trout,  and  on 
the  evening  of  June  12  landed  seven,  weighing 
131b.,  largest  2ilb.  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Ralli,  and  Mr.  0.  C.  Ralli  landed  a  number  of  fine 
trout  below  Ballysbannon  Bridge  during  the  evenings 
of  the  past  week,  of  21b.,  2 Jib.,  and  SUh.  each.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  A.  L.  Allgood,  Major  trevelyan,  and 
others  had  some  fine  sport  on  Lough  Erne  with  the 
May  Ply.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.  —  The  Kerry  rivers,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  are  too  low  for  successful  angling,  and  no 
good  sport  can  be  expected  until  some  rain  takes  place. 
Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  arriving  in  generally 
good  numbers  in  the  Currane  (Waterville),  Inny,  in 
South  Kerry,  and  in  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and 
Cashen  in  North  Kerry.— T.  J.  D. 

Eillaruey  Iiakes  and  Rivers.— The  weather 
having  become  more  seasonable  generally  good  sport 
was  had  at  salmon,  peal  and  sea  trout.  Peal  were 
late  in  arriving  this  year,  but  those  fish  are  heavier 
than  usual.  Salmon  and  peal  are  arriving  in  very 
good  numbers,  and  the  prospects  at  time  of  writing 
are  of  the  best  in  all  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Very  little  salmon  fishing  has 
been  done  since  last  report ;  river  very  low  and  clear. 
There  has  been  an  enormous  run  of  salmon  and  grilse 
in  the  tidal  waters,  but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
lowness  of  the  river,  they  are  unable  to  pass  over  the 
weirs  ;  the  nets  are  getting  some  hundreds  daily.  We 
are  glad  to  say  that  nearly  the  entire  amount  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  the  new  steam  launch,  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  tidal  waters,  has  been  sub- 
scribed. The  launch  will  shortly  be  purchased,  and 
when  running  and  fully  manned  it  will  wonderfully 
improve  our  beautiful  river. — W.  Hatnes  &  Son. 

Lough  Corrib. — The  weather  is  still  unfavourable 
for  May  Ply  fishing,  being  cold  and  stormy.  All  the 
numerous  anglers,  however,  have  had  fair  sport  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Courage  got  eleven  trout  weighing 
17|lb.,  nine  of  which  were  beauties.  Mr.  Court  got 
thirteen  trout  weighing  close  on  221b.  These  were 
the  two  best  days  fishing.  One  party  of  three,  fishing 
from  Headford,  got  in  five  days  thirty-six  trout  weigh- 
ing 641b.,  best  fish  4Jlb.  Trolling,  Mr.  Court  got  one 
trout,  91b. ;  and  another  angler  got  three  trout  in  one 
day  weighing  1.51b.  Owing  to  the  large  influx  of 
anglers  most  of  the  professional  fishermen  are 
employed  attending  on  them,  those  not  so  engaged 
got  a  daily  average  of  about  71b.  of  trout  per  man. — • 
S.  B.  D. 

Loughs  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Gal  way). —The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  fished  here  last  week  :  Dr.  Colohan, 
Dr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Court,  Mr.  Gardiner,  and  two  pro- 
fessional fishermen  basketing  801b.  of  trout  in  four 
days.  On  the  local  river  anglers  have  turned  to 
Kilbeg  for  the  dap. — T.  M. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  very  good  at  sea  and  brown  trout.  On 
June  16,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bona  had  eight  sea  trout,  201b., 
and  ten  brown  trout ;  Dr.  Joshua,  seven  sea  trout, 
1741b.,  and  five  brown  trout ;  Dr.  Harris,  six  sea  trout, 
15|lb.,  and  eight  brown  trout ;  J.  Sullivan,  six  sea 
trout  and  a  dozen  brown  trout ;  Dr.  Davies  and  Mr. 
Davies,  five  sea  trout  and  five  brown  trout ;  Mr.  D. 
Jones,  six  sea  trout,  151b.,  and  four  brown  trout,  4Jlb. 
Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  'coming  up  in  big 
numbers  and  the  prospects  are  very  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. — Mr.  Sam  Wells,  fish- 
ing above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  caught  dapping,  in  nine  days,  seventy-two 
trout,  total  weight  1301b.  Mr.  De  Maupas  has  made 
the  largest  basket  of  trout  this  season.  On  June  12 
he  caught  one  9^1b.,  one  81b.,  and  one  3|lb. — total 
catch  211b.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  was  good  during  the  past 
week,  geneially  amongst  the  grilse  and  gillaroo  trout. 
— M.  EoGAN  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Not  for  some  years  have  salmon 
been  so  numerous  or  so  early  in  Lough  Neagh.  During 


the  last  rise  of  water  they  ran  up  several  of  the 
streams.  Last  Saturday  I  saw  two  or  three  salmon 
tumbling  off  the  bar  of  the  Six-Mile  water.  The 
fishing  at  the  Mainwater  Foot  has  done  very  well 
recently.  Pollen  netting  is  very  poor,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  trout  netting  along  the  Antrim 
coasts. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).  —  River  in  good  order,  weather 
showery.  Lots  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  rising  badly 
owing  to  cold  winds.  Mr.  Booth  fishing  for  the  last 
few  days  hooked  some  fish  ;  Mr.  Scroop  got  a  grilse 
of  81b.  on  June  12 ;  fishing  on  lake  is  good,  some  large 
baskets  of  trout  being  had ;  fishing  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Moy  is  good  for  sea-trout.  Good  sport 
expected  this  season  as  the  fish  are  plentiful. — John 
Deveks. 

Moy  (Poxford). — Fishing  on  hotel  waters  very 
good  for  past  week.  Mr.  R.  Hunt  had  one  salmon 
131b.  and  one  61b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  kUled  seven — one 
weighing  101b.,  one  91b.,  and  three  211b.  Large  baskets 
of  trout  brought  in  from  Lough  Callow.  Pools  well 
stocked  with  salmon,  and  good  sport  expected. — 
Anglee. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 

Mayo). — Summer  weather  at  last.  Not  for  many 
years  has  there  been  a  better  show  of  grilse  and  sea- 
trout  in  the  different  pools  of  the  river.  Mr.  C.  Cross 
had  one  salmon,  141b. ;  Mr.  H.  Bellgrave  three  grilse, 
191b. ;  Mr.  J.  Temblin  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  Scroop 
one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  E.  H. 
Perryknox-Gore  two  salmon,  101b.,  131b.,  and  two 
grilse,  91b. ;  Mr.  Salmon  five  grilse,  26Jlb. ;  Mr.  Weggan 
four  grilse,  231b.,  and  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Captain 
Ratclifie  one  saknon,  91b.,  and  five  grilse,  301b.,  and 
several  trout,  largest  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Tickle  two  grilse, 
8Jlb.,  and  several  pike,  largest,  18Jlb. ;  Mr.  Sydney  H. 
Mayers  thirty-three  trout,  largest,  53-lb.,  two  grilse, 
7ib.,  61b.,  and  seven  pike,  largest,  241b.,  remainder, 
liojlb. ;  Mr.  Thornhill  one  grilse,  7ib.,  and  twenty- 
two  trout,  averaging  21b.  Mr.  Godwen  Booth,  on 
Lough  Talt,  had  sixty-five  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne 
eighty-three  trout ;  Mr.  C.  Knowles  ninety-four,  all 
averaging  Jib.  Most  of  the  above  salmon  was  taken 
with  the  fly,  namely,  the  Hawke. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Oiley  (Dunkineely,  co.  Donegal). — This  river  is 
now  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea  trout.  Five 
salmon  and  twenty  sea  trout  landed  for  the  week. 
Mr.  James  Cunningham  got  three  salmon,  average 
141b.  ;  Mr.  S.  MoGlyun  two,  average  121b.  ;  Mr.  Wray 
ten  sea  trout,  average  21b.  ;  local  fisherman  ten,  average 
Iflb.- G.  B.  H. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg  (Eillaloe). — The 
long-wished-for  change  in  the  weather  has  at  length 
taken  place,  for  which  reason  salmon  fishers  are 
rejoicing.  Here  is  a  decent  list  of  captures  since  this 
daj'  week  : — June  11,  Mr.  B.  T.  Whitaker,  two  salmon, 
181b.,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Col.  Du  Vernet,  one 
grilse,  01b. ;  Major  Gartside-Spaight,  one  grilse,  91b. 
12th. ;  Major  Spaight,  one,  71b.,  13th.  one  salmon,  171b. 
and  three  grilse,  91b.,  61b.,  61b.  14th,  Mr.  J.  Gotham, 
one  grilse,  81b.  ;  Mr.  B.  Gotham,  two  grilse,  91b. 
and  81b.  :  16th,  three,  91b.,  71b.,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  J. 
Gotham,  one  salmon,  151b.,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b. ;  Mr. 
B.  T.  Whitaker,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  Col.  Du  Vernet, 
one  salmon,  141b.,  two  grilse;  61b.  each.  June  17,  three 
grilse,  81b.,  71b.  and  01b.;  Mr.  B.  T.  Whitaker,  one 
salmon,  161b,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  B. 
Gotham,  two  grilse  5^1b.  and  71b. :  Mr.  T.  Gotham, 
two,  81b.  and  51b.  Several  other  fish  taken  on  other 
beats,  particulars  not  furnished.  The  brothers  T. 
and  J.  Grimes  have  taken  several  pretty  grilse  on  my  j 


water.  Splendid  supply  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout 
reserved  waters. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass  Mr.  H, 
Hodges  killed  four  peal,  61b.,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  741b.  On 
Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  one  71b.  peal  and  one 
13Jlb.  salmon.  On  the  same  fishery  Mr.  Phelps  killed 
four  peal,  51b.,  6 Jib.,  7Jlb.,  61b.  On  Newgarden  Mr. 
Astley  Greswick  killed  from  June  1  to  10  three  salmon, 
111b.,  111b.,  151b.,  and  five  peal,  41b.,  51b.,  61b.,  6Jlb., 
81b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one 
peal,  51b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mrs.  Ingham  killed 
two  salmon,  91b.  and  171b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham, 
one  peal,  71b.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham 
killed  two  salmon,  13Jlb.  and  301b.  On  the  Worldsend 
Mr.  S.  G.  Vansittart  killed  three  sabnon,  30Jlb.,  34Jlb., 
261b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  17|lb.  Trout 
fishers  are  having  a  right  good  time,  and  some  splendid 
baskets  have  been  taken.  The  largest  specimen  trout 
so  far  turned  the  scale  at  Gib. — J.  Exeight  &  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Owing 
to  the  outlets  being  very  low,  no  sea  trout  have  been 
coming  into  these  lakes  from  the  lower  waters  recently. 
Dr.  Davies  and  Mr.  Davies,  out  on  Saturday  (June  14), 
got  two  dozen  brown  trout  on  Cloonaghlin  lake. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — The  gales  and 
storms  have  abated  and  the  weather  is  at  least 
moderate,  although  the  breezes  continue  in  a  N.E. 
direction.  There  was  a  fairly  good  rise  of  trout  on  the 
artificial  flies  after  the  close  of  the  dapping  season, 
but  few  fish  rose  surely.  The  fishing  on  Lough 
Derravaragh  was  a  great  improvement  on  former  years. 
The  dapping  lasted  for  nearly  three  weeks,  but  not 
more  than  half  that  time  could  be  utilised  on  the 
sport  owing  to  the  exceedingly  rough  weather.  During 
the  time  Major  Grant  got  thirty-four  trout  to  his  boat ; 
]\Ir.  Dunkerly,  sixty-nine ;  Mr.  Rhodes,  forty-seven ; 
Mr.  Dunleavy,  nineteen  ;  Mr.  Green,  in  two  days, 
twenty  (ten  each  day) ;  ISIr.  M.  Rice,  forty-nine  ;  Mr. 
Meredith  Johnston,  sixty.  The  best  fish  was  7|lb.,  by 
Mr.  Green,  and  also  one,  5 Jib.  Mr.  D.  Smyth  also 
got  one,  7|lb. ;  Mr.  Dunleavy  one,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Rice's  largest  was  4f  lb. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (June  14). — The  Stockalper  water  having 
been  notified  at  the  club  "claire"  (which,  however, 
does  not  seem  to  quite  mean  clear,  but  only  light 
coloured)  on  Friday  (June  13),  and  again  "trouble" 
this  morning,  was  visited,  on  chance,  by  Colonel 
Maisey  and  the  writer  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was 
found  just  fishable  with  flies ;  odd  drakes  still  passing. 
Though  there  was  little  independent  rising,  the  colonel 
got  seven  to  my  six  between  two  o'clock  and  evening, 
and  I  lost  two  beauties  in  strong  play  at  a  rapid,  bushy 
part  of  the  stream.  Five  of  the  fifteen  so  interviewed 
reached  from  Jib.  to  some  21b.  weight,  the  flies  most 
successful  being  Red  Palmer,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  March 
Brown,  and  a  small  Yellow  Hawk. — Ben'ss-yax. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Dunkineely  (co.  Donegal). — Last  week  pollack 
gave  splendid  sport,  ilr.  John  MoHugh  got  fifteen, 
average  weight,  91b. ;  Mr.  P..  Kenny,  ten,  average 
weight  71b.  Mackerel  are  now  in  ;  a  good  season  is 
expected. — G.  B.  H. 

Fljrmouth. — Sea  fishing  has  improved  this  week, 
and  some  fine  pollack  have  been  caught ;  they  Beem 
to  be  taking  the  Red  and  Black  Challenger.  The 
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largest  fish  were  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm, 
and  I  hear  some  of  these  weighed  101b.  or  121b.  each. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  East  Winter  Buoy  some 
smaller  ones  have  been  taken,  from  21b.  to  41b. ;  they 
are  in  fact  all  over  the  Sound.  Bass  are  not  so 
plentiful,  although  several  have  been  taken.  There  is 
plenty  of  pouting  fishing,  but  there  has  not  been 
much  done  on  the  piers. — W.  Hbardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  has  slightly  improved,  and 
with  decent  weather  fair  sport  should  now  be  had. 
Some  sand-dabs  have  been  taken  by  the  boats  in  the 
bay ;  eels,  flounders,  and  smelts  have  been  taken  in 
the  harbour  and  basin  ;  and  the  bass  are  coming 
inshore,  Mr.  Tanton  accounting  on  June  17  for  a 
nice  fish  just  short  of  61b. ;  the  fish  was  taken  on  one  of 
S.  Allcock  &  Co.'s  "  Perfect  Hooks  "). — Grey  Mdllett. 

Weymouth. — The  fishing  during  the  past  week  has 
been  very  indifierent ;  this  is  accounted  for  by  the 
state  of  the  weather.  About  1,800  mackerel  were 
taken  on  June  15  at  Chickerell,  and  a  few  have  been 
taken  on  hook  and  line  in  the  bay.  I  was  out  on 
June  18  at  the  Breakwater  with  two  London  gentle- 
men, and  we  got  about  fifty  pollack,  but  they  ran 
rather  small.  The  fishing  in  the  harbour  has  not 
made  any  improvement  up  to  the  present. — A.  G. 

ROWELL. 


Jinglmg  fixtures, 

June  22. 

West  Ham  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
June  23. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 
June  24. 

South  London  Anglers'  "Visiting  List :  Coronation 
Visit  at  King  of  Prussia,  Tooley-street. 

June  25. 

Fishing  Gazette  published  at  2  p.m. 
June  26. 

Coronation  Day ! 
June  27. 

Coronation  Day  (Second  Edition). 
June  28. 

Go  Fishing  I 

July  2. — B.S.A.S.  :    Discussion — "  The    Coast  from 
Scarborough  to  Berwick." 
„  11, — A.B.S. :  Committee  Meeting. 
„  13. — D.  Pithouse's  Competition  at  Langley. 


Associations 

(Special  Meetings). 
The  Pishing  Gazette  will  be  imhlished  on  Wednes- 
day, June  25,  in  consequence  of  the  Ccn'onation  Iwlidays. 
All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issioe 
must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Tuesday  m.orning,  June  24. 
ANGLEES'  ASSOCIATION— 

In  Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.G.,  on 
Monday  night,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president, 
occupied  the  chair  at  the  June  delegate  meeting 
of  this  flourishing  association.  The  representatives 
of  fifty  clubs  were  present.  Not  much  business  was 
before  the  meeting,  but  in  the  course  of  the  evening  a 
new  club — the  Willesden  Piscatorials — was  enrolled. 
The  headquarters  are  at  the  Rising  Sun  Hotel, 
Harlesden  Lane,  Willesden.  Vacancies  on  the 
A.B.S.  and  general  committee  were  filled  —  Mr. 
Holmes  being  elected  to  the  former,  and  Mr.  F. 
Eastwood  to  the  latter ;  but  the  position  of 
visiting  ofiicer  for  the  Northern  Division  is 
still  vacant.  Pending  the  appointment  of  an 
officer,  Mr.  Woodruff  (secretary)  kindly  undertook  to 
transact  the  business  in  connection  with  the  office. 
A  vote  of  condolence  was  passed  with  the  family  of 
the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  chairman  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Messrs. 
Manning,  Rowles,  Harris,  and  Abrahams,  V.O.'s, 
made  their  usual  reports.  On  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Harwood,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
the  Annual  Dinner  Committee,  who  were  congratu- 
lated on  the  splendid  success  which  had  attended 
their  efforts.  A  discussion  took  place  with 
■  reference  to  a  competition  announced  to  be 
held  at  Langley  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.,  and  com- 
plaint was  made  that  it  was  stated  that  it  would  be 
fished  in  the  association's  water  there  without  the 
association's  permission  to  do  so  having  first  been 
asked.  Eventually  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  event 
to  be  fished  there  ;  but  it  was  pointed  out  that  in 
future  individuals  who  organised  A.  B.  S.  or  other 
competitions  and  were  desirous  of  holding  them  in 
the  association's  waters,  must  first  apply  for  the 
necessary  permission  to  do  so  before  making  any 
public  announcement.  The  chairman  remarked 
that  the  association  was  only  too  happy  to  throw 
open  its  waters  for  the  benefit  of  the  A.B.S.,  but 
they  must  in  all  cases  have  their  rights  respected, 
or  what  would  be  the  use  of  them  renting  private 
waters  ?  The  meeting  closed  with  the  usual  com- 
pliment to  the  chairman.  During  the  evening  large 
numbers  of  guide-books  and  privilege  tickets  were 
distributed. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  J une  13  four  grants  were  made,  amounting  to 
£17.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  at  the  new  quarters,  viz.,  the  Cripplegate  In- 
stitute, on  Friday,  July  11.  I  beg  to  acknowledge, 
with  thanks,  the  receipt  from  the  Queen's  A.S.  dona- 
tion box,  £2  ;  Cambridge  Friendly,  £2  ;  Brunswick 
Brothers,  £2  10s.  ;  and  Warwick  A.S.,  £3.  Secre- 
taries please  note  change  of  quarters  ;  also  that  if 
secretaries  send  letters  to  Club  Union  Buildings  I 
will  not  be  answerable  for  their  contents.  I  hope 
all  members  of  the  committee  will  be  punctual  on 
July  11,  at  8  o'clock.— S.  Malby,  Secretary. 
City  op  London  Piscatobial  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last  (Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  in  the 
chair),  several  members  reported  fishing : — Mr.  C.  E. 
Posbrooke,  at  Leigh,  some  four  dozen  flat  fish ;  Dr. 
W.  J .  Ladell,  at  Ramsgate,  a  (moderate  take  of  dabs 
and  whiting;  Messrs.  Beamont  and  Gilbert, 
fishing  at  Grove  Ferry,  produced  a  nice  show 
of  fish,  namely,  two  bream  of  51b.,  and  a 
fine  lot  of  roach  —  some  nineteen,  weighing 
together  141b.— best  fish  lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Cox 
also  exhibited  some  good  chub — largest  41b.  9oz.— 
from  Wargrave.  This  being  the  first  meeting  of  the 
season,  in  the  first  year  of  the  society's  foundation, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  best  fish  of  each  kind 
should  be  preserved  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion. 
A  new  member  was  proposed,  and  three  others  are 
to  be  balloted  for  next  week. 
Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday  evening.  There  was  a  small  attend- 
ance. The  fishing  reports  were  better  than  might 
have  been  expected  considering  the  unseasonable 
weather  which  has  prevailed.  Mr.  Emery  had  a 
nice  trout  from  Chesham  on  Saturday  at  the  expense 
of  getting  soaked  through  with  the  rain  ;  Mr. 
Eldred's  similar  experience  was  unrewarded  with 
fish,  though  on  an  earlier  occasion  he  had  three 
fish,  14i,  14,  and  18  inches  respectively  ;  Mr. 
Buckingham,  a  14-inch  fish  and  a  nice  take  of 
flat  fish  for  the  time  of  year  at  Leigh  ;  Mr. 
Young,  Chesham  trout  of  lib.  14oz.,  lib.  9foz.,  and 
lib.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Connellan,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Mr.  Hicks, 
a  number  of  small  trout  and  coarse  fish,  mostly 
dace,  all  duly  returned;  Mr.  Rogers,  some  dace. 
Small  Duns  appear  to  be  the  most  attractive  fly  at 
Chesham  just  now.  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Hayward  has 
presented  to  the  society  for  the  museum  a  case  of 
bones  from  the  ears  of  fish,  all  mounted,  with 
reference  marks  thereto  ;  specimens  included  from 
the  cod  down  to  the  minnow.— J.  H.  Walker,  hon. 
sec,  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 
Piscatobial  Society — 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  There  had  been  good  rises  of  the  May 
Fly  during  the  previous  week,  though  the  weather 
had  been  as  execrable  as  ever.  Messrs.  F.  G.  Bridg- 
man,  R.  C.  Blundell,  and  Col.  Poynder  had  done 
well  on  the  society's  part  of  the  Lambourn,  and 
from  the  Moor  stream  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  accounted 
for  three  nice  trout,  heaviest  21b.  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole 
had  one  of  31b.  4oz.  from  the  Kennet ;  and  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  broken  by  a  very  large  fish.  He  showed  a  tray 
of  dace  up  to  12oz.,  caught  with  the  May  Ply,  in 
splendid  condition.  Mr.  W.  Edmonds  reported 
taking  trout  in  private  preserves  up  to  31b. ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Harden  had  had  a  succession  of  gala  days 
amongst  the  mid-Lambouru  fish.  His  best  trout 
reported  so  far  was  one  of  lib.  12oz.  On  a  new  fly 
concocted  by  the  assistant  secretary — not  a  May  Ply 
— Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  made  a  splendid  bag  of  five  brace 
on  June  14,  on  private  water.  He  returned  other 
two  brace  of  pounders.  He  had  several  of  lib.  4oz. 
and  lib.  8oz.,  and  one  grand  Lambourn  specimen  of 
lib.  12oz.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  creeled  four  and  a  half 
brace  with  the  May  Fly  at  Speen,  and  Mr.  R.  Brad- 
ford three  brace  with  the  same  lure.  Fishing  for 
all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  will  be  opened  on  June  25, 
instead  of  on  July  1,  in  view  of  the  Coronation 
holidays.  Mr.  R.  Phillipson,  the  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  was  unanimously  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  the  society. — Hon.  Sec. 
South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List — 
On  June  24  the  Bermondsey  Bros,  will  hold  their 
Coronation  visit  and  house  warmer  at  their  new 
address.  King  of  Prussia,  Tooley-street  (opposite 
St.  Olave's  School).  The  Stockwell  A.S.  have 
kindly  sent  a  donation  of  10s.  6d.  for  the  Yalding 
match. — A.  G.  Smith. 


HOLLO  WAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  During  piercing 
winds  and  exces.sive  variations  of  temperatm-e  every  one  is  more 
or  less  liable  to  internal  and  external  disease.  Throat,  chest, 
liver,  bowels,  kidneys,  and  skin  all  suiter  in  some  degree,  and 
may  be  relieved  by  rubbing  in  this  (lintment,  aided  by  proper 
doses  of  the  Pills,  for  administering  which  full  directions  accom- 
pany each  box  ;  in  truth,  anyone  who  thoroughly  masters 
Holloway's  "  instructions"  will,  in  i-emedying  disease,  exchange 
the  labour  of  an  hour  f(jr  the  proHt  of  a  lifetime.  All  bronchial, 
pulmonary,  and  throat  disorders  require  that  the  Ointment 
should  be  thoroughly  well  rubbed  upon  the  skin  twice  a  day 
with  great  regularity,  considerable  briskness,  and  much 
persistence.  •' 


INTERESTING  NEW  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  CUCKOO. 


The  cuckoo  has  always  been  the  subject  of  con- 
siderable controversy  and  debate,  and  with  all  our 
wonderful  strides  in  the  scientific  world  we  have  as 
yet  failed  to  solve  many  of  the  mysteries  which 
surround  its  life  and  habits.  With  all  our  years  of 
careful  and  patient  observation,  we  have  not  yet 
fathomed  the  mystery  of  why  the  cuckoo  does  not 
build  a  nest  of  its  own,  and  as  to  how  many  eggs  one 
female  lays  during  a  season.  True,  says  Mr.  W.  P. 
Westell  in  "Nature  Notes,"  we  have  by  this  time 
exploded  the  altogether  erroneous  statement  that  the 
bird  lays  its  eggs  in  the  nest  of  the  species  with  which 
it  had  decided  to  entrust  its  off-spring,  as  it  is  now 
proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  bird  does  not  lay  the 
egg  in  the  nest,  nor  does  it  carry  the  egg  in  its  claws, 
but  first  lays  the  egg  on  the  ground,  and  carries  it  to 
the  selected  nest  in  its  mouth.  Although  we  have 
accomplished  this  much,  we  have  not  yet  proved  in 
any  way  why  the  egg  is  so  very  small  in  comparison 
with  the  size  of  the  bird ;  but  my  friend,  Mr.  John 
Craig,  has,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  produced  the  best 
explanation  of  this  by  stating  that  he  considers  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  quick  incubation  and  to  allow  the 
egg  to  be  deposited  in  birds'  nests  which  are  smaller 
than  the  cuckoo,  and  also  to  allow  the  cuckoo  to  carry 
the  egg  in  her  bill  to  its  destination  without  breaking 
it.  As  to  why  the  bird  does  not  build  a  nest  for  itself, 
my  friend  also  put  forward  the  theory  that  if  it  did, 
and  laid  four  or  five  eggs  to  the  clutch,  one  on  each 
successive  day,  the  instinctive  desire  implanted  in  the 
young  cuckoo  of  clearing  everything  out  of  the  nest 
in  which  it  is  hatched  is  so  strong  that  there  would 
be  a  struggle  among  them  for  possession  of  the  nest, 
and  the  weakest  would  perish,  and  they  would  be  in  a 
worse  position  than  at  present  for  perpetuating  their 
species.  Mr.  Craig  thinks  that  it  is  incompatible 
with  the  perpetuating  of  their  species  for  more  than 
one  egg  to  be  deposited  in  the  same  nest.  What  Mr. 
Craig  has  accomplished  is  a  perfect  revelation  to  many 
people.  On  June  2,  1899,  Mr.  Craig  found  a  meadow- 
pipit's  nest  containing  two  cuckoo's  eggs  and  three 
pipit's.  One  of  the  latter  eggs  was  broken  to  ascertain 
how  far  incubation  was  advanced,  so  that  he  would 
know  about  when  to  return  to  resume  his  observations. 
A  diversity  of  opinion  arises  as  to  whether  the  two 
eggs  were  deposited  by  the  same  cuckoo,  but  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Craig,  and  also  of  the  writer,  is  that 
they  were  deposited  by  diSerent  cuckoos.  The  eggs 
were  different  in  colour,  size,  and  shape ;  but  it  must 
not  be  assumed  from  this  that  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  same  identical  bird  could  not  lay  eggs  quite  as 
different  in  marking,  colour,  and  shape.  It  is  rare 
that  the  meadow-pipit  lays  a  clutch  of  eggs  numbering 
less  than  four,  and  this  being  so,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  cuckoo  (or  cuckoos)  when  depositing 
the  eggs  had  taken  away  one  or  more  of  the  pipit's, 
leaving  five  in  all,  that  is,  including  the  two  cuckoo's. 
On  June  6  the  eggs  were  still  unhatched,  but  two  days 
later  both  the  cuckoos  were  out  of  the  shells,  and  one 
of  the  pipit's  eggs  was  found  lying  outside  the  nest, 
and  the  other  remaining  pipit's  (as  Mr.  Craig  had 
already  broken  one  of  the  eggs  only  two  remained) 
was  also  missing,  probably  it  had  been  turned  out  of 
the  nest  by  one  of  the  young  cuckoos  and  carried 
away  by  the  parents. 

The  two  young  cuckoos  appeared  at  first  to  be 
quite  happy  together,  but  a  struggle  of  extraordinary 
violence  was  soon  commenced  between  the  two  birds. 
What  was  apparently  the  stronger  bird  of  the  two  got 
what  was  evidently  the  weaker  on  its  back,  and 
strained  every  muscle  to  hoist  it  to  the  top  of  the 
nest,  while  the  other  was  holding  on  to  the  nest  with 
its  claws  for  all  it  was  worth.  After  a  severe  struggle 
they  both  became  exhausted,  and  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  nest,  but  after  a  short  respite  the  battle  was 
again  commenced  time  after  time,  each  bird  fighting 
for  dear  life.  On  visiting  the  nest  the  following  day 
(June  9),  one  of  the  cuckoos  was  found  outside  the 
nest.  Before  putting  it  in  again,  a  young  pipit  was 
secured  and  put  in  the  nest.  The  cuckoo  hoisted  it 
again  and  again  on  its  back,  and  climbed  up  the  side 
of  the  nest  backwards  with  it,  but  the  pipit  always 
got  jammed  near  the  top.  The  other  cuckoo  was  then 
put  in  again,  and  a  desperate  struggle  was  witnessed. 
Sometimes  the  birds  put  their  bills  and  heads  against 
the  opposite  side  of  the  nest  when  commencing  to 
climb,  to  get  more  pressure.  Several  times  the  top 
bird  tumbled  over  the  head  of  the  other,  like  a  rider 
falling  over  the  head  of  a  horse.  The  birds  being 
somewhat  exhausted,  had  a  short  rest,  but  they  soon 
became  extremely  restless,  and  again  commenced  the 
struggle.  The  following  day  (June  10)  one  of  the 
cuckoos  was  again  found  outside  the  nest.  It  was 
placed  back  again,  when  the  cuckoo  in  possession  of 
the  nest  began  to  hoist  the  other  on  its  back,  and 
climbed  up  the  side  of  the  nest  backwards  and  threw 
it  out  of  the  nest,  which  it  had  little  difliculty  in 
doing,  as  the  one  found  outside  the  nest  had  become 
weak  through  want  of  food.  After  this  the  weak  bird 
was  placed  in  the  nest  to  give  it  a  chance  to  recover, 
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'  TORTOISE-SHELL 


Established 
1790. 


MIXTURE 

All  that  a  Perfect  Pipe  Tobacco  should  be. 


i-lb.  Tins, 
1/8. 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN,  Ipswich,  London,  and  Norwich. 


PAID  DEARLY  FOR  HIS  OUTING. 

AN  ANGLER'S  HOLIDAY  EXPERIENCE. 


THE  average  angler  is  nothing  if  not  enthusiastic.  Eain  is  usually  a  matter  of 
small  moment  to  him,  and  it  will  take  a  particularly  bad  day  to  make  him 
consider  a  postponement  of  a  prospective  outing  with  rod  and  line.  But  sometimes 
even  enthusiasm,  and  rubber  boots  and  a  mackintosh,  fail  in  their  mission,  and  the 
fisherman  pays  dearly  ;  as  a  Scotchman  did  on  a  recent  occasion  that  he  tells  about 
in  an  interesting  way.  "It  wasn't  an  ordinary  rain,  but  a  regular  downpour,  this 
day,"  said  Mr.  Peter  Campbell,  of  4,  Lyon  Street,  Garscube  Eoad,  Glasgow, 
chatting  about  the  affair  afterwards.  "  I  was  having  a  very  pleasant  day  at  a  nice 
sheet  of  water  not  far  from  Glasgow  when  the  downpour  came  on.  I  was  wet 
through.  You  will  not  be  surprised  that  rheumatism  followed,  but  it  may  surprise 
you  to  know  that  I  had  it  for  months.  It  failed  to  yield  to  any  ordinary  treatment 
and  only  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  cured  me.  ' 

"  That  severe  rheumatic  pain  at  the  top  of  my  leg  I  had  constant  for  ten  months. 
The  pain  was  severest  during  the  summer.  I  bave  seen  it  a  beautiful  starry  night 
with  every  prospect  of  a  good  day  on  the  ' 
morrow  ;  but  if  the  twinges  were  in  that 
limb  of  mine  I  could  with  safety  bet  that 
the  rain  would  come  down  before  the 
next  sunset.  So  severe  was  the  pain 
that  I  was  obliged  to  knock  ofE  work 
different  times,  and  it  frequently  kept 
me  from  sleeping.  When  I  was  tired 
wondering  what  1  could  try  in  order  to 
relieve  the  pain — for  all  the  plasters  and 
rubbing  with  acids  had  done  no  good — I 
chanced  to  read  in  a  newspaper  that 
Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for  pale  people 
would  cure  rheumatism  and  sciatica.  I 
had  not  long  taken  Dr.  Williams'  Pink 
Pills  when  I  found  that  they  were  doing 
me  a  power  of  good.  I  had  also  suffered 
from  bladder  trouble,  and  the  taking  of 
the  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  cured  that 
also.  So  well  am  I  now  that  I  can 
attend  to  my  work  every  day,  and  I 

attribute  my  return  to  good  health  to  my  having  taken  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills 
for  pale  people. 

"  But  if  they  did,  as  I  said,  a  power  of  good  to  me,  what  effect  had  they  on 
my  wife?  She  was  in  bad  health,  her  natural  colour  quite  leaving  her  face, 
and  leaving  a  j'ellowish  splatch  on  the  side  of  her  forehead.  She  was  subject 
to  such  giddy  turns  that  she  could  not  trust  herself  out  of  doors.  For  weeks 
at  a  time  she  was  confined  to  bed.  She  got  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills,  and 
the  nasty  sickly  sensation  left  her,  her  complexion  cleared,  and  the  giddy  feeling 
went  away." 


SETTING  OUT  IN  THE  MOHNING. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 

A  SPECIALITY. 

CHUB,  LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1  /6  per  doz. 
SALMON  FLIES  (tied  to  order),  1/-  to  1/6  each. 


7/- 
9/- 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  (5  joints) . . 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  Cork  Grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag  complete  . .  .  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  lo  ft., 

II  ft.  or  12  ft  

BEST   ENGLISH   MADE   SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

Cork  Grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.  or  12  ft  

If  with  Steel  Centre    . .        . .        . .        . ,  extra 

N.B.—All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 


21/- 


75/- 
20/- 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  from  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,    NATURAL,   MEDIUM   and   STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON.  E.C. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PITXVILLE   GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRESSERS,  &  ROD  MAKERS. 

THE    "  iyiULTUlYI-IN-I>ARVO "   TROUT   ROUS,  21s. 


TESTIMONIALS   RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


"  Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  October  10,  1900. 
"  Gentletnen.—l  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  flies.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 
for  Mr.  R- — .    I  don't  know  if  you  saw  in  the  Field  that  I  caught  two  beauties,  5  lb.  8  oz.  and 
(i  lb.  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  in  oUr  water  for  nine  years.   I  caught  them  with  the  gray-legged 
ones.   They  would  look  at  nothing  else.  "  w.  J.  B. 


'  Gear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand. 


"  London,  W.,  March  -20,  1901, 


.  -   --  —   1  like  them  very  much.   Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  yoll 

know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  tiout  Hies.  I  will  say  this  ab<jut  your 
Hies :  they  are  tied  to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct 
feathers  and  furs  in  your  flies  and  your  tyers  are  artists.  '"rj  ^S'^' 
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and  the  stronger  one  was  taken  away  for  about  an 
hour.  On  returning  the  bird  was  put  back  into  the 
nest  again,  whereupon  the  weak  bird  made  several 
attempts  to  eject  its  stronger  companion,  but  without 
eSect  as  it  was  far  too  weak.  It  then  acted  on  the 
defensive  by  lying  in  a  canted  position  by  keeping  the 
side  that  was  next  its  opponent  downward,  one  of  its 
legs  being  stretched  out  and  its  claws  against  the 
opposite  side  of  the  nest  to  try  and  prevent  its  opponent 
from  getting  under  it;  The  nest  was  then  bolstered 
up  to  give  the  weak  bird  a  chance  to  recover,  but  on 
June  11  the  weak  bird  had  disappeared  altogether. 
The  pipits  paid  no  attention  to  the  young  cuckoo 
when  it  was  outside  the  nest,  although  the  bird  was 
frequently  sitting  on  the  side  of  it.  Not  to  be  out-  - 
witted,  Mr.  Craig  procured  a  young  yellow-bunting, 
which  was  admirably  suited  for  his  purpose.  This  he 
placed  in  the  nest  beside  the  sole  remaining  occupant 
— that  is,  the  strongest  young  cuckoo.  After  a  few 
minutes'  delay  the  cuckoo  hoisted  the  yellow-bunting 
on  its  back  and  climbed  up  the  side  of  the  nest  back- 
wards and  shot  the  bird  over  the  nest !  The  young" 
bird  was  put  back  into  the  nest  again  and  again,  but  the 
cuckoo  repeated  the  operation  each  time.  About  the 
same  time  as  the  above-mentioned  incidents  took 
place  Mr.  Craig  found  another  cuckoo's  egg  in  a 
meadow-pipit's  nest,  and  this  bird  ejected  all  the  four 
pipit's  eggs,  one  of  them  being  thrown  out  when  the 
bird  was  not  twenty-four  hours  old. 


^offings  bp  t^c  i^ap. 

"In  advanced  life,  very  often-  those  who  seem  good- 
natured  are  the  reverse,  and  those  wJw  appear  caustic 
are  the  really  kind." — Ste,  Beuve. 


Fbom  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodrufi,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  I  have  received  some  copies  of  the 
"Anglers'  Guide,"  otherwise  known  as  the  "  Red 
Book."  It  is  a  feather  in  the  cap  of  the  secretary 
that  it  is  out  so  smartly  to  time.  The  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation now  number  4400  members,  have  183  societies 
enrolled ;  rent  twelve  fisheries  with  a  total  length  of 
forty  miles  ;  give  tables  of  various  fares  to  stations  on 
nine  railway  companies'  lines  to  which  anglers'  tickets 
are  issued ;  annual  statement  of  accounts  and  balance- 
sheet  :  rules  under  which  the  association  is  worked ; 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
rules,;and  its  list  of  officers  and  committee-men.  Here, 
indeed,  is  a  wealth  of  information  useful  for  members 
and  non-members.  The  latter  can  procure  the  book 
for  6d.  on  application  to  the  secretary,  and  all  will 
find  that  the  6d.  vrill  be  well  spent. 


Me.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs,  also  deserves  many 
thanks  and  compliments  for  the  compilation  issued  to 
his  members.  His  "  Anglers'  Guide  "  book  accompanies 
the  privilege  ticket  of  the  Central  Association.  In 
addition  to  particulars  of  the  excellent  fisheries  open 
to  all  members,  there  is  a  handy  tide  table,  a  list  of 
"  anglers'  rests  "  recommended  for  good  accommoda- 
tion and  reasonable  tariff,  particulars  of  railway  fares, 
and  a  list  of  the  113  clubs  enrolled  with  the  association. 
Mr.  Wade  spares  no  pains  to  make  his  guide  complete, 
and  I  congratulate  him  on  his  success. 


Many  scores  of  times  have  I  fished,  and  large  num- 
bers of  fish  have  I  caught,  at  Hampton  Court.  Chez 
vous — c}iez  moi.  "  The  Indians  at  Hampton  Court  are 
now  allowed  to  leave  the  camp  and  visit  the  neigh- 
bouring towns.  On  Wednesday  a  number  of  them 
invaded  a  barber's  shop,  and  sat  down  on  the  chairs. 
One  of  them,  who  could  speak  a  little  English,  said 
they  did  not  want  to  be  shaved,  but  he  himself  was  a 
barber,  and  he  was  willing  to  shave  anybody  on  the 
premises.  A  customer  volunteered  to  undergo  the 
operation,  whereupon  the  Indian  at  once  doffed  his 
turban,  bared  his  arms,  and  expeditiously  performed 
the  work  to  the  admiration  and  amusement  of  some 
300  people  who  crowded  around  the  shop  door."  Now 
this  sort  of  thing  must  have  its  limits.  It  would  not 
do  for  me,  on  my  return  from  a  good  day's  fishing,  to 
invade  the  "  Hook  and  Worm,"  and,  sending  the  land- 
lord to  bed,  proceed  to  open  bottles  for  all  my  friends. 
No,  let  the  customer  keep  to  the  right  side  of  the 
counter.  I  suppose  the  gentle  visitor  from  the  Par 
East  wanted  to  demonstrate  his  Hin-doo-stry, 


Anglers  for  some  months  past,  owing  to  Mr.  Mun- 
della  and  the  dreadful  weather,  have  been  knocked  off 
their  perches.  Several  correspondents  wish  to  know 
where  to  get  some  good  "Coronation"  perch.  Any- 
wiere ;  see  reports.  I  hear  that  a  gentleman,  who  has 
been  fishing  at  Scard's,  Old  Ferryboat  Fishery,  Holy- 
well, near  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  has  done  remarkably  well. 
Last  season  twenty  over  21b.  were  taken  from  the  pool 
in  front  of  the  house,  the  largest  31b.  8oz.  I  should 
like  to  hear  such  good  reports  from  many  other  quarters. 


The  American  F.  O.  says :  "  Pisciculturists  evidently 
have  found  another  outlet  for  their  goldfish.  They 
are  given  away  now  with  a  50c.  box  of  pills.  Certainly 
a  novel  advertising  novelty."  Yes,  it  is  such  a  novelty 
as  I  can  safely  recommend  to  a  much  advertising  pill 
maker  of  world-wide  renown.  Would  not  a  gold  fish 
be  an  appropriate  accompaniment  for  those  sovereign 
remedies  which  are  worth  a  guinea  a  box  ? 


Me.  S.  Malby,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  gives  notice  that  the  committee  will  not  meet 
during  the  coronation  festivities,  and  that  the  next 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening  (July  11), 
eight  o'clock  sharp,  at  the  new  quarters,  the  Cripple- 
gate  Institute.  Delegates  are  asked  to  kindly  notice 
the  change  of  address. 


Thebe  is  only  one  topic,  and  how  that  overpowers 
everything  else  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the 
angling  secretary  of  a  provincial  club  asked  for  the 
patronage  of  the  town's  mayor  and  "coronation." 
He  left  the  corporation  out  of  his  request.  A  good 
many  will  wish  that  corporations  could  be  left  out 
when  we  go  sight  seeing  on  illumination  night  at 
those  places  where  merchants  most  do  coronate — I 
mean  congregate. 


"Ao?  a  rough  estimate,"  says  the  Yorkshire  Daily 
Post,  "  there  are  in  Yorkshire  probably  20,000  anglers 
of  the  working  class  who  look  forward  to  June  16  with 
a  zest  as  great  as — if  not  greater  than — that  with 
which  the  well-to-do  gunner  hails  August  12,  and  to 
this  army  of  humble  sportsmen  Sheffield  contributes 
by  far  the  largest  number.  We  have  diligently 
examined  reports  on  the  season's  prospects  from 
pretty  nearly  all  the  fishing  grounds  beloved  of 
the  north-country  coarse-fish  angler,  and  the  general 
opinion  appears  to  be  that  while  there  is  no 
lack  of  water  nor  of  fish,  scale-fish  are  de- 
cidedly backward  in  condition,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  dace.  The  spawning  season  has,  through 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  been  an  exceptionally 
late  one,  and  fish  are  now  crowded  in  the  shallows 
scorning.  Thei'e  is,  however,  just  the  consoling  possi- 
bility that,  though  the  spawning  was  late,  scale-fish 
may  now  get  over  the  after  effects  the  more  rapidly 
vrith  a  generous  amount  of  fresh  water  in  the  streams." 


A  Wake-dp  Song. 
Sun's  up ;  wind's  up  I    Wake  up,  dearies  I 

Leave  your  coverlets  white  and  downy. 
June  's  come  into  the  world  this  morning. 

Wake  up,  Golden  Head  1  Wake  up,  Brownie ! 
Dew  on  the  meadow-grass,  waves  on  the  water, 

Robins  in  the  rowan-tree  wondering  about  you  1 
Don't  keep  the  buttercups  so  long  waiting. 

Don't  keep  the  bobolinks  singing  without  you. 

Wake  up.  Golden  Head  1    Wake  up.  Brownie  I 
Cat-bird  wants  you  in  the  garden  soon. 

You  and  I,  butterflies,  bobolinks,  and  clover, 
We  've  a  lot  to  do  on  the  first  of  June. 

— From  C.  G.  D.  Roberts's  "  Poems." 


A  MAN  is  never  in  love  when  he  is  hungry. 


The  Daily'  Telegraph  asks  :  "  Need  a  scientific  man 
learn  the  classics  ?  That  depends.  To  become  a 
doctor,  yes,  more  or  less.  To  be  a  geologist,  zoologist, 
botanist,  chemist,  mineralogist,  the  student  must 
know  the  etymologies  of  scientific  names  :  at  any  rate, 
that  is  the  easiest  way  to  get  at  their  meanings.  Be- 
sides, one  never  knows  in  these  days  that  the  simplest 
words  may  not  be  displaced  by  some  new-fangled 
vocables  with  Greek  or  Latin  roots.  In  that 
abstrusely  scientific  production,  '  Biometrika,'  two 
learned  writers  have  discovered,  among  other  won- 
drous things,  '  a  tendency  to  brachybioty.'  It  would 
never  do  not  to  know  that  this  erudite  term  is  simply 
shortness  of  life.  '  Technical  terms  are  the  lights  of 
science  and  the  shades  of  religion,'  said  John  Foster. 
We  are  getting  doubtful  of  that  dictum.  If  it  be 
better  to  describe  the  long-skulled  races  as  dolico- 
cephalio,  for  the  sake  of  international  generality,  it  is 
as  well  to  be  plain  when  we  can.  Balfour  Stewart 
wrote  of  '  intrinsic  luminosity,'  TyndaU  called  the 
same  thing  '  real  brightness  ' ;  we  prefer  Tyndall." 


The  Coronation  mushrooms  are  arriving  in  town. 
The  Daily  Mail  informs  us  that  one  was  found  the 
other  day  at  Northwood  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  another 
at  Roxwell,  Chelmsford,  weighing  51b.,  and  measuring 
forty-eight  inches  in  circumference,  and  that  one  was 
picked  up  at  Kingsbury  weighing  21b.  5oz.,  and 
measuring  forty-one  inches  in  circumference.  1  had 
the  pleasure  of  viewing  one  myself,  picked  up  by 
Mr.  T.  Moran,  newsagent,  on  Mr.  Session's  farm  at 
Parnborough.  It  was  on  show  at  Host  Chaplais's 
well-known  hostelry  the  "  Ben  Jonson  "  in  Shoe-lane, 
and  went  well  over  21b.  and  measured  thirty-one  and 
a-half  inches  round  the  outer  edge. 


There  will  be  chronicled  in  a  delightful  way  in  the 
July  Scribncr's  the  charming,  artistic  experience  of 
Will  H.  Low  and  his  friend  MacMonnies,  the  sculptor, 
now  turned  painter,  who  spent  almost  a  year  "  In  an 
Old  French  Garden,"  finding  there  all  the  subjects  that 
they  needed  for  their  outdoor  painting.  Mr.  Low  not 
only  writes  the  text,  but  illustrates  it  from  the 
paintings  which  he  made,  reproduced  in  colours. 


The  Mick  had  just  returned  from  a  day's  outing  in 
the  country,  and  thus  addressed  his  companions : 
"  Now  look  yez,  all  of  yez,  ye  are  all  home  in  dacent 
toime,  thanks  to  mygelf  for  hurrying  ye  up ;  but  it 
stroikes  me  if  ye'd  have  stopped  where  ye  was,  ye 
wouldn't  have  been  here  at  all,  at  all." 


A  DISASTROUS  case  of  fish  poisoning  caused  by  the 
pollution  of  the  river  Derwent  is  reported  from  Mat- 
lock. Altogether  30,000  young  trout  were  destroyed, 
the  property  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association,  which  has  its  hatcheries  on  the  Willersley 
estate  of  the  president,  Mr.  P.  C.  Arkwright.  Here 
for  twenty  years  past  it  has  been  the  custom  to  hatch 
out  trout  for  re-stocking  the  river  Derwent,  and  this 
year's  hatch  was  remarkably  successful.  The  hatching- 
out  tanks  are  supplied  with  fresh  water,  and  the 
rearing  tanks  with  river  water.  When  old  enough  the 
trout  were  transferred  from  one  to  the  other,  but 
within  a  week  fungus  appeared,  and  all  have  now 
died,  without  exception.  The  local  association  has 
petitioned  the  Fisheries  Board  of  Great  Britain  to 
send  down  an  inspector  to  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter. 


Mb.  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennbll,  in  his  excellent 
volume  on  salmon  and  trout  in  the  "  Badminton 
Library,"  makes  a  suggestion  which  he  might  have 
developed  at  greater  length.  ' '  Philanthropy  in  England 
takes  a  thousand  forms,"  he  writes.  "  An  association 
for  stocking  the  free  waters  nearest  to  our  towns  with 
the  best  fish  they  are  capable  of  feeding  would  be  a 
beneficent  and  popular  novelty.  I  feel  sure  that  if 
ever  the  experiment  be  tried  on  a  large  scale  no  little 
surprise  will  be  felt  even  by  experienced  anglers  at  the 
ease  with  which  trout  will  adapt  themselves  to  waters 
apparently  unpromising."  Here  are  really  two  pro- 
posals— one  to  endow  public  fisheries  for  recreation 
and  sport,  the  other  to  improve  the  existing  free  water 
by  putting  in  good  fish. 


It  is  the  proverbial  uncertainty  that  gives  the  zest 
to  sport  in  fishing  for  dabs  from  a  pierhead,  says  W. 
Carter  Platts  in  "  Angling  in  Yorkshire."  Something 
is  bound  to  happen,  but  you  never  know  what.  The 
novice  has  by  far  the  most  sport,  though  he  catches 
the  fewest  fish.  Armed  with  a  stout  rod  and  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  line  on  his  reel,  he  winds  up  his  line  until 
his  hooks  and  the  clock-weight  at  the  end  of  his  line 
hang  a  yard  or  so  below  the  rod  point.  Then  he  takes 
a  backward  swing  with  the  rod,  puts  all  his  strength 
into  the  forward  throw,  lets  fly  —  and  goodness 
only  knows  what  is  going  to  happen.  In  fear  and 
trembling  you  murmur  a  prayer  for  those  in  peril  on 
the  sea,  as  you  see  that  clock-weight  fly  out  into  the 
wide,  wide  world.  Maybe  it  swamps  a  returning  fish- 
ing smack,  or, perhaps  it  takes  quite  an  opposite  course, 
and  smashes  into  the  lighthouse  windows;  perchance 
the  hooks  catch  in  some  lady-spectator's  headgear, 
and  snatch  off  her  latest  dream  of  a  bonnet  far,  far 
o'er  the  glad  waters  of  the  deep  blue  sea ;  or,  possibly 
the  excited  novice  merely  flings  himself,  with  the 
violence  of  his  effort,  into  the  flowing  tide  and  is 
drowned.  Anyhow,  there  is  always  a  little  pleasant 
excitement  about  his  attempts,  and  if  you  watch  him 
long  enough — say,  a  week  or  so — you  may  see  him 
catch  a  dab  to  proudly  carry  home  in  his  waistcoat 
pocket. 


"  If  smelts  wouldn't  bite  on  Sundays,  perhaps  more 
men  would  be  found  in  church."  This  is  an  American 
experience.  Here  in  the  old  country  some  sort  of  fish 
cure  is  wanted  for  non-church  goers.  Our  Sunday 
smelts,  however,  are  mostly  associated  with  Sunday 
dinners. 


On  Tuesday  last  I  strolled  into  the  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant,  Cheapside,  the  snug  and  comfortable 
home  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials.  There  was 
a  splendid  muster,  and  the  trays  showed  that  the 
newly-formed  society  can  boast  of  some  good  anglers. 
The  society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  for  host 
an  angler  enthusiast.  Prom  a  neatly  drafted  copy  of  the 
rules  (which  will  shortly  be  in  members'  hands),  it  would 
appear  that  nothing  of  importance  has  escaped  the  eyes 
of  Hon.  Secretary  Bentley  and  his  merry  committee- 
men. The  measurements  and  weights  of  fish  recog- 
nised by  the  C.  L.  P.'s  are  commendably  high,  and  I 
hope  shortly  to  publish  them.  No  gross  weight  prizes 
— only  medals  or  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  Go  on  and 
prosper.  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviueial  flflgling  Hotes 

The  Pishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Wednes- 
day, June  25,  inconsequence  of  tJie  Coronationholidays. 
All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
Must  reach  St.  Dimstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Tuesday  morning,  June  24. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Good  Intent  Society  was 
held  on  Monday  last  when  it  was  decided  to  fish  their 
annual  contest  on  the  Severn  at  the  Ketch  on  Septem- 
ber 4  next.  It  was  also  arranged  to  hold  a  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund  at  Mr.  C.  White's, 
Crown  Hotel,  Snow-hill.  Trout  fishing  has  improved 
since  the  May  Fly  has  been  up.  At  the  reservoir  at 
Whitacre  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  over  lib. 
each,  and  on  the  Blythe  at  Hampstill  Eedware 
some  fine  fish  have  been  taken  by  the  members 
of  the  Fly  Fishers  Club,  the  largest  fish  turning  the 
scale  at  2|lb.  Upton  Magna  will  be  patronised  by 
some  of  the  clubs  for  their  annual  contests.  The 
Dog  and  Partridge  Club  will  fish  their  annual  cDntest 
here  on  July  6  next.  The  Ivy  Green  Society 
fish  their  annual  contest  in  the  canal  at  Alrewas 
on  July  6.  The  All  Saints'  Society  have  arranged 
to  fish  their  opening  contest  in  the  canal  at 
Fradley  on  June  22  next;  the  club  has  decided  to 
go  by  train  to  Lichfield,  and  from  there  to  Fradley 
by  brakes.  If  this  takes  place  the  c'ub  will 
be  liable  to  a  fine  of  one  guinea.  We  have  a  new 
soDiety  just  formed  at  Small  Heath,  under  the  name 
of  the  "  Coronation."  They  have  decided  to  fish  their 
annual  contest  ia  the  c»nal  at  Fernhall  Heath  on 
Aug.  31  next.  The  Old  Crown  Society  decided  at  their 
last  general  meeting  to  fish  their  annual  coLt:st  ia 
the  Severn  on  June  29  next.  This  club  will  hold 
another  contest  in  the  Avon,  at  Bredon,  on  Sept.  9 
next.  The  Aston  Park  Club  will  fi-^h  their  annual 
contest  at  Hampton  Lode,  on  the  Severn,  on  Au^.  31, 
for  a  valuable  lot  of  prizes.  The  large  Aston 
Britannia  Society  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual 
contest  in  their  private  water  at  Harvington  on 
Saturday  (August  23).  The  clab  have  secured  som3 
fine  fishing  at  Harlaston  Mills.  The  club  is  to  be 
complimented  for  securing  this  water,  which  is  some 
of  the  best  in  the  midlands.  The  fish  in  the  Severn 
have  got  over  their  spawning  operations,  but  on  the 
Avon  they  appear  to  be  very  backward.  We  are  having 
a  little  better  weather,  but  require  it  warmer  and  with 
some  bright  sunshine  to  make  matters,  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view,  more  agreeable. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  coarse  fishing  season  was  inaugurated 
on  Monday  very  few  anglers  have,  as  yet,  patronised 
the  waters.  The  prospects  appear  to  be  less  favourable 
than  last  year,  owing,  undoubtedly,  to  the  cold  spring, 
which  was  all  against  the  development  of  the  fish! 
Roach,  especially,  are  very  backward,  and  they  will 
scarcely  be  fit  to  take  until  July  is  well  advanced. 
Both  bream  and  perch,  however,  are  rapidly  getting 
into  condition,  and  the  few  rods  which  have  been  out 
since  Monday  have  chiefly  confined  their  attention  to 
these  varieties.  There  is  evidence  of  an  abundance  of 
fish  in  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot,  and  the  most  pro- 
ductive sections  should  ofier  good  sport  as  soon  as  the 
fish  are  well  clear  of  the  spawning  grounds.  Special 
trains  brought  a  large  number  of  anglers  from  the 
Rotherham  and  Sheffield  districts  into  Lincolnshire 
on  Monday,  but  the  majoiity  remained  at  Brigg,  where 
a  £25  sweepstake,  open  to  all  England,  was  decided 
the  principal  prize  (£5)  going  to  Mr.  S.  Grabtree,  of 
Hoy  land,  with  a  catch  of  51b.  IOJdz.  Owing  to  this 
attraction  (which  was  responsible  for  289  entries)  not 
so  many  sportsmen  found  their  way  down  to  the 
Witham  as  usual.  The  reports  from  the  minor  streams 
show  that  the  weed  nuisance,  as  in  former  years,  is 
likely  to  hamper  operations  for  some  time  to  corne. 
The  cold  and  stormy  weather  last  week  again  put  a 
check  on  trout  fishing,  in  fact  some  of  the  streams 
were  swollen  by  the  heavy  rains  to  such  an  extent  that 
sport  almost  came  to  a  complete  standstill.  The 
prospects  are  batter  this  week,  and  fishermen  are  now 
resuming  operations  with  the  fly. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  all  the  tributaries  are  in  first 
class  condition  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing  •  and 
on  the  river  and  the  Driffield  canal  the  coarse  fish 
season  opened  very  auspiciously,  amid  fine  weather 
and  excellent  conditions,  and  sport  was  fairly 
plentiful,  especially  amongst  perch  and  pike. 
Roach  were  rather  shy  in  most  parts,  and  could 
only  be  lured  with  straw  bait ;  but  on  the  Lincolnshire 
waters— the  Ancholme  and  Ludd  — some  splendid 
catches  were  made  both  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
June  16  and  17,  and  at  an  All -England  match 
at  Brigg,  which  only  lasted  about  two  and  a  h»lf 
hours,  Mr.  S.  Grabtree,  of  Hoyland,  secured  the 
first  prize  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Hampshire,  second  • 
and  Mr.  G.  Owen  third.    On   Saturday,   June  14 


Messrs.  Holmes  &  Son's  Angling  Association  held 
an  open  matoh  at  Dunswell-on-Hull,  when  over 
two  hundred  anglers  competed,  and  Messrs.  J. 
WoodaU,  F.  Rowdon,  and  J.  Carter  secured  the  first 
three  prizes.  The  Hull  Roach  and  Dace  Club  will 
hold  an  open  match  on  the  river  Ancholme,  at  Ferrity 
Sluice,  for  a  lot  of  valuable  prizes,  on  June  26. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  hear  of  the  St. 
Helen's  Anglers  becoming  defunct.  No  body  of 
fishermen  could  possibly  have  held  a  higher  reputa- 
tion for  sportsmanlike  conduct,  and  it  ia  to  be  hoped 
that  some  steps  at  re-establishment  will  be  taken. 
The  Bollin  continues  to  fish  well  and  should  attract 
a  lot  of  rods  on  Coronation  Diy.  One  pleasing 
feature  is  the  success  of  the  fly-fishar ;  trout  of 
lib.  3oz.  and  lib.  6oz.  are  distinctly  encouraging. 
The  opening  day  of  the  Clifton  anglers  on  Saturday, 
June  14,  will  long  be  one  to  contrast  with  that  of  last 
year.  In  1901  they  did  remarkably  well,  but 
this  year  remarkably  badly,  not  a  fish  for  thirty 
rods.  To-day  the  Warrington  Association  fish  their 
benevolent  fund  match  at  Barton,  and  hope  to 
do  good  for  that  branch  of  their  organisation.  Our 
rivers  are  not  fishing  and  goodness  knows  when  they 
will.  Althouoh  the  May  Fly  is  up  still  no  good  sport 
is  heard  of.  The  one  bright  spot  in  our  fishing  life  is 
that  of  Liverpool,  where  no  matter  what  happens  they 
are  always  busy. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Cornbrook  Angling  Society  have  sustained  a 
great  loss  by  the  death  of  their  popular  president, 
Mr.  J.  Gibbons.  His  illness  was  a  short  but  severe 
one,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Browne  as  his  successor,  with  Mr. 
Ellis  as  vice,  intend  to  carry  out  their  late  chief's 
programme.  They  opsn  at  Middlewich  on  July  26 
with  a  match.  The  Talbot  Angling  Society  open  at 
Agien  Bridge  on  the  22nd.  The  George  Angling  Society 
fished  for  a  challenge  cup,  etc.,  in  their  private 
trout  waters  at  Diggle  last  Saturday,  the  first  three 
winners  were  Messrs.  R.  Nuttall,  C.  Whitehurst,  and 
J.  Craven.  Their  next  fixture  is  -Tuly  5  at  Pjynton. 
Fo'ir  city  rods  at  lullarney  are  doing  well,  Messrs. 
Malprass,  Jubb,  Walton,  and  Burgess  cm  show  some- 
thing like  a  totil  of  200  trout  for  a  few  days'  sport. 
The  West  Silford  Angling  Association  hava  fixed 
August  16  a=;  the  date  f  jr  their  Challenge  Shield  Com- 
petition.  The  Kingashers  opened  their  waters  at 
Crumpsall  on  Monday  evening  last,  and  after  a  plea- 
sant IJ  hours  Mr.  Mason  was  declared  "Dux  "  with 
l^lb.  The  Dachy  Angling  Society  are  arranging  a 
Coronation  Match. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  were  out  on  the  opening  day,  and  on  some 
of  the  favourite  stretches  of  the  Trent  moderately 
good  sport  was  met  with.  At  Shardlow  members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  tried  the  various  gravels, 
and  amongst  others  creeling  chub,  dace,  and  roach 
mention  may  be  made  of  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  W. 
Robinson.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  and  Mr.Vessey  had  a  variety  of 
eels,  which  eels  were  got  on  the  Sawley  and  Trent 
Lock  stretches.  A  bream  of  41b.  odd  was  reported 
from  Weston.  General  fish  are  fairly  forward  in  con- 
dition and  will  be  thoroughly  clean  in  another  fort- 
night. So  far  the  most  efiective  baits  for  use  are 
gentles  and  caddis  grubs,  though  the  latter  are  getting 
scarce.  Anglers  have  taken  eels  in  the  Clifton  and 
Wilford  districts,  and  some  have  been  shown  from 
RollastOD,  Fiskerton,  and  Stoke.  On  the  tributary 
Greet  Mr.  G.  Clarke  and  Mr.  W.  Riyson  have 
creeled  a  few  brace  of  trout  with  the  worm  and  gentles. 
Fly  fishers  have  fared  bidly  in  consequence  of  the 
generally  unsettled  state  of  the  weather. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  spite  of  the  wet  weather  many  club  members 
were  on  the  water  after  the  twaite,  which  came  up  in 
large  quantity  and  afforded  excellent  sport  with  fly. 
Grasshopper  and  small  Spinners,  and  large  numbers 
were  creeled,  and  Mr.  P.  James  caught  in  one 
day  63ib.,  others  got  into  the  twenties.  A  large 
number  of  anglers  were  out  on  Monday,  the  opening 
day  of  the  coarse  fish  season,  and  the  weather 
was  fairly  good  part  of  the  day ;  the  water  was  just  on 
the  rise,  and  the  fish  well  on  the  move;  sport  was 
good  all  round,  and  large  quantities  of  chub  were 
taken  with  fly,  vamprey,  and  worm.  Mr.  J.  Lewis 
caught  19Jlb.,  Mr.  Smith  over  17lb.,  others  had  from 
41b.  upwards.  Roach  and  dace  were  also  taken  in 
quantities.  Mr.  C.  Evans  had  over  61b.  of  roach 
at  Upton  on  Severn.  Trout  fishing  was  also 
fairly  good,  dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  in 
the  brooks  being  very  successful,  and  one  of  our 
anglers  had  some  rare  sport  with  the  worm;  he  landed 
five  and  a  half  brace  of  beautiful  trout  and  nine  eels, 
several  of  which  were  IJlb.  in  weight.  The  Avon  is 
very  much  discoloured,  the  Teme  and  the  Severn 
are  rising  and  showing  a  lot  of  colour,  which  will 
interfere  with  angling  for  some  days.  The  salmon 
nets  have  been  busy,  some  of  them  taking  several  fish 
in  a  day,  and  this  freshet  should  further  benefit  them. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  rising  thermometer  and  sunny  hours  have  been 
favourable  to  the  more  steady  rise  of  the  May  Fly  in 
our  rivers  and  to  the  prevalence  of  the  Stone  Fly  in 
greater  numbers.  The  general  conditions  for  angling 
were  decidedly  better  up  to  the  middle  of  this  week, 
but  the  weather,  especially  at  night,  has  remained 
cold,  and  sport  has  in  consequence  been  only 
moderate.  There  is  an  anxious  waiting  on  the  part  of 
coarse  fishers  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  in  the 
meantime  no  great  achievements  with  trout  are 
anticipated.  Two  large  trout  caught  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Powell,  of  Baden  House,  York,  are  on  view  in  the 
window  of  Mr.  Allen,  taxidermist,  Stonegate.  The 
York  Amalgamation  of  anglers  are  mindful  of  various 
matters  of  interest  at  the  present  time.  Perhaps  the 
most  important  of  these  is  that  of  placing  the  Ouse 
under  the  Mundella  Act,  which  provides  a  close  time 
for  coarse  fish,  and  all  must  hope  that  their  efforts  will 
prove  successful.  Then  there  is  the  nuisance  of 
netting  under  the  pretence  of  bait-catohing,  about 
which  many  anglers  are  aggrieved.  One  of  the 
troubles  of  Waltoniana  just  now  in  the  Hiwes  district 
is  the  gnat  nuisance. 


ilofcs  from  Woxtf). 


A  VEBY  fine  run  of  both  salmon  and  grilse  is  at 
present  being  experienced  all  along  the  east  coast 
stations  from  Tweed  to  Tay  and  north  to  the  Dee.  I 
do  not  hear  that  the  Deveron,  Spey,  and  other  Moray 
Firth  stations  are  participating  in  this  June  "harvest," 
but  more  than  likely  they  are. 


The  slump  in  the  prices  of  salmon  and  grilse  is  the 
best  guarantee  that  fish  are  plentiful,  and  for  the  firs; 
time  for  years  back  whole  salmon  were  selling  at  Is. 
the  piund  in  the  Aberdeen  fishmongers'  shops  on 
Saturday  night; 


Although  the  weather  is  anything  but  pleasant, 
fairly  good  sport  is  now  being  got  on  several  of  the 
best  salmon  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  the  troutin" 
waters  of  the  Don.  ° 


On  the  Fif ^  Arms  water  last  week  Mr.  B  isset  and 
party  creeled  thirty-one  fish  scaling  from  5lb  to  111b. 
This  wai  an  average  of  over  five  per  day.  Hitherto 
these  reaches  have  scarcely  yielded  a  fish. 


On  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral  the  royal  keepers 
are  pulling  them  out  by  the  half  dozen,  and  all  over 
there  is  a  revival  of  sport.  The  snow  waters  having 
all  run  off  fish  are  now  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and 
the  sport  which  should  have  been  had  in  April  and 
May  is  only  now  being  got. 


The  gillies  on  the  Glentana  beats  and  lower  down, 
who  were  paid  oS  for  the  season,  have  again  been 
recalled,  and  altogether  there  has  set  in  a  healthy 
and  lively  revival.   


On  the  D  n  last  week  Mr.  Smith,  Park  Hill,  oree'ei 
a  fine  trout  of  51b.  2oz.,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  Cause- 
way End,  one  of  4Jlb.  on  the  same  water. 

Two  young  ladies  on  the  Braemar  reaches  of  the 
Dee  had  three  fish  apiece  on  two  days  last  week  scaling 
from  6lb.  to  81b.    One  had  a  grilse  of  31b. 


Mr.  Joseph  Williamson,  London,  has  had  a  couple 
of  months  on  the  Deveron  at  Huntly.  His  best  week 
was  89Jlb.  of  trout,  being  a  daily  average  of  151b, 
This  is  the  worst  season  he  has  had. 


Several  parties  bound  for  Shetland  have  put  off 
their  trip  to  July  on  account  of  the  weather.  It  would 
be  sheer  nonsense  to  go  there  and  expect  the  best  of 
sport  under  present  conditions. 


For  Saturday  afternoon's  tide  tha  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board,  who  own  lots  of  fishings  along  the  coast  and 
in  the  river,  landed  thirty-five  salmon,  215  grilse,  and 
twenty-eight  sea-trout.  These  figures  are  authen- 
ticated by  the  Harbour  Treasurer. 


The  pricss  at  the  same  time  yielded:  Salmon, 
Is.  2^d.  to  Is  3Jd. ;  grilse,  lO.Jd. ;  trout,  lljd. ;  while 
at  London  the  prices  ranged  :  Salmon,  Is.  2d. ;  grilse, 
lOd.    These  are  July  rates. 


The  average  weight  of  grilse  is  41b. — a  very  good 
average,  and  the  quality  is  superior  at  this  early 
season  of  the  year.  I  have  given  the  above  facts  to 
show  that  there  is  no  puff  in  the  concern.  Nothing 
annoys  me  more  than  misleading  reports. 

There  is  a  demand  f  jr  autumn  quarters,  and  those 
who  are  first  in  the  field  will  be  best  served.  The 
Coronation  is  absorbing  everything  just  now.  Soon  it 
will  be  over  and  then  the  question  will  be — where  are 
we  to  go  ?  Special  Scotch. 
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ANGX^ERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situated  at  the  Foot  of  the  Cuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  living  in  the  Hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  good  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fisliiug,  during  May,  June,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Sligachan ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  charge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Postin: 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Sharp,  Sligachan." 

\VM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Saioking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  KILREA,  co.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  ; 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  Vehicles  ;  Boats. 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' 
board,  9/-  per  day.— Address,  Miss  McCallum, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inchard,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abomiding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  some  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Picturesque 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Posting. 
Boating  and  vehicular  e.xcursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.   Evan  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHESTG  FREE  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLEWORTH,  Ppoprietop. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  Ciygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  mouths.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Gbant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing, 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


Lang^holm. 

FISniNG    QUAR TENS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 

SEND   FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London 


Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
HoteL    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.     En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH.    Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Telegraph  and  Post :  Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


41  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  average  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
c  n  draught  and  in  bottle.  Billiards  and  Posting. 

Inclusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Holeljenliunj  jorceslerstlre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Oregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  e.xcellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Ahertoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

  DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYGHREGGAN  HOTEL 

Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe, 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Nant  and  Loch  Moon. 
To  save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats.  Special  Terms  for  June. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  : — via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams:  "  Taychreggan,  Portsonachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First  -  class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Inclusive  Tei-ms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Free  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  Farraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
ing.   Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  EEHUILT  AND  ENLAKGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Pishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Fishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J, 
Maibby,  KiUin  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINQSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  FISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  JUiddlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Tish. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Eudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
lack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Incb. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

per  day  1/0 
  2/6 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 


Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lal(e,  2  miies  in  circumference. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Boapd  and  Residence  from  2i  guineas  per 
week.      Everything  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Moderate  Prices. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application. 


G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegramt:  "  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Surrey.' 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK, 

Three  minutes  from  lake.    Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  finest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.    Terms,  6s.  6d.  per  day,  or  2  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  fishermen. 


ALTHACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  vyeighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eael  of  Caenaevon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  nine-hole  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 

FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Hotel  adjoins  Oolf  Links,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  SABT  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  ot  C.T.C., 
&c.— Address,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Broicn  Trout,   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

D.  MACPADYEN. 


t    I3f  OTUX* 

(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Beautifull.v  situated  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  Docbait, 
surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery  ; 
six  miles  from  the  head  of  loch  Tay.  and  one  mile 
from  Luib  Station  on  the  C'allandar  and  Oban  Railway. 
Five  miles  of  good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
river  Dochart.  loch  Dochart,  and  loch  Nubhair.  Free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home 
Comfort,  combined  with  moderate  charges.  Parties 
Boarded.  Golf  course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post 
and  Telegraph,  Luib  Station. 

DONALD  MoNAUGnTON.  Proprietor. 


MJY  FLY  ON  SBOOI  FIRST  WEEK  IN  JUNE 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tarifi  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


June  21,  1902 
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CORONATION  HOLIDAYS. 


The  Great  Eastern  Eailway  Company  announce 
that  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  26  and  27,  a 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  in  force  in  the  suburban 
district,  and  a  large  number  of  late  trains  will  be  run 
from  London  for  the  convenience  of  persons  viewing 
the  decorations  and  illuminations.  Cheap  excursion 
bookings  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  June  25  and  26, 
from  Liverpool-street  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Spalding,  Sleaford,  Lincoln,  Gainsborough, 
Doncaster,  Hull,  and  York,  also  to  the  principal  towns 
in  the  counties  of  Essex,  Cambridge,  SuSolk,  Norfolk, 
etc.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the 
company's  West-end  booking  offices,  51,  New  Oxford- 
street,  215,  Edgware-road,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and 
West-end  offices.  On  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  26 
and  27,  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  etc.  Ex- 
cursion tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to  Epping 
Forest  (Loughton  and  Chingford),  Broxbourne,  and 
Eye  House.  A  special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  at 
frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fen- 
church-street to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Eye  House. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  MAY. 


DuEiNG  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  imfit  for  human  food  70  tons 
8  cwts.  2  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  289itons,  and  11  cwts.  at  Shad- 
well  Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during  May 
at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  20,341  tons,  of 
which  15,171  tons  arrived  by  land  and  5170  tons  were 
delivered  by  water  ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery 
was  13 1  tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at 
Billingsgate  were : — Bream  (1  ton  7  cwts.) ;  catfish 
(2  tons) ;  coalflsh  (1  ton  9  cwts.)  ;  cod  (19  cwts.) ;  crabs  ; 
eels ;  gurnets  (1  ton  3  cwts.) ;  haddocks  (2  tons  3 
cwts) ;  herrings  (8  tons  11  cwts.)  ;  kippers  ;  lobsters  ; 
mackerel  (12  cwts.)  ;  mussels  (2  tons  8  cwts.)  ;  oysters; 
periwinkles  (3  tons  6  cwts.)  ;  plaice  (27  tons  2  cwts. 
2  qrs.)  ;  salmon ;  shrimps  (1  toQ  19  cwts.) ;  skate  (5 
tons  5  cwt.) ;  soles  ;  whelks  (10  tons  13  cwts.) ;  white- 
bait (19  cwts.) ;  whiting  (2  tons  13  cwts.) :  and  witches 
(1  ton  11  cwts).  J.  Wrench  Towse. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
June  11,  1902. 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 


Enquireb. — The  fishing  at  Wimbledon  Lake  opened 
on  the  13th  inst.  The  season  ticket  is  one  guinea ; 
but  for  jack  fishing  included  the  season  ticket  is  30s. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  Mr.  A.  Newham, 
keeper,  Wimbledon  Lake,  Wimbledon,  Surrey. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebttot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


ABOUT  EODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Of  making  rods  there  is  no  end,  and 
much  fishing  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh.  How  many 
pages  are  covered  with  printer's  ink  on  the  subject  of 
rods,  and  yet  the  subject  is  not  half  understood,  and 
never  will  be,  because  in  rods,  as  in  ladies,  the 
homely  old  proverb  is  true — "  What  is  one  man's  meat 
is  another  man's  poison" — and  it  is  wisely  arranged 
that  this  is  the  case.    Tot  homines,  etc. 

I  have  no  intention  of  adding  to  the  literature  of 
rod  making,  because,  not  being  a  first-class,  practical 
rod  maker,  nothing  I  could  say  would  be  of  any  value 
to  those  who  make  our  rods.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
am  not  addressing  makers,  but  brother  fishermen,  and 
especially  the  younger,  or  those  amongst  us  who  never 
had  a  tool  in  their  hands,  and  have  no  idea  how  small 
is  often  the  difierence  between  two  rods,  and  how 
little  changes  the  character  of  a  rod.  Let  anyone  who 
has  a  fly-rod  which  tapers  well  to  the  very  tip  of  the 
top-piece,  and  who  thinks  it  is  too  pliant,  try  the 
effect  of  cutting  off  three  or  four  inches  from  the  tip. 
He  will  be  surprised  at  the  difference  ;  but  if  he  takes 
off  six  or  seven  inches  he  will  find  the  character  of  the 
rod  absolutely  changed. 

Many  a  man  purchases  a  new  rod  because  his  present 
rod  is  too  pliant.  He  only  needs  a  little  practical 
knowledge  to  remedy  the  defect  himself. 

In  a  similar  manner  taking  one  or  two  inches  off  the 
middle  joint  and  setting  the  ferrule  back,  often  gives  a 
weak  rod  power  and  backbone  for  the  first  time  in  its 
existence.  I  may  add  that  mere  length  of  rod  does  not 
necessarily  mean  corresponding  casting  power.  It 


means  the  reverse,  if  the  length  (like  that  of  a  lanky 
youth)  is  weakness  of  backbone. 

In  man,  and  in  rod,  what  one  wants  ia  strength 
with  elasticity,  not  elasticity  without  strength. 

Again,  what  wonders  are  done  by  thinning  down  the 
butt  of  certain  rods.  But  let  any  man  who  has 
delicately  tapered  fly  tops  to  his  pet  fly  rod,  get  a  rod 
maker  to  construct  him  a  fly  top  of  the  same  length 
which  tapers  but  little.  How  the  whole  rod  is 
changed  1 

It  is  top  heavy,  and  any  stiffness  of  middle  joint  it 
had  before,  is  greatly  lost.  Such  a  rod  for  fine  work 
I  simply  detest,  personally. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  all  anglers  should  educate  their 
fingers.  They  should  learn  to  make  a  rod,  even  if  in 
so  doing  it  will  teach  them  what  a  lot  they  have  to 
learn.  I  made  a  rod  once,  and  I  learned  a  good  deal 
by  the  act. 

I  have  mended  many  rods— my  own  and  the  rods  of 
others — but  then  in  youth  I  trained  my  fingers,  and 
hated  to  be  helpless  in  the  case  of  a  smash  at  the  water 
side. 

Let  any  man  who  has  time  and  finger  skill,  and 
who  can  afford  to  say,  "  Hang  the  expense  I  "  try  the 
effect  on  a  well  tapered  fly  top  of  shorteniiig  it  an 
inch  at  a  time,  replacing  the  top  ring  temporarily  each 
shortening,  and  note  down  the  results,  in  company  of 
one  or  two  good  fly  fishermen. 

And  I  shall  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  results  are 
uninteresting  or  uneducating.  Its  casting  powers  and 
its  rigidity  are  very  much  affected  as  a  rule. 

Many  a  man  has  more  rods  than  he  knows  what  to 
do  with ;  and  few  men  but  have  one  rod  which  they 
seldom  use,  because  it  is  too  pliant  or  too  stiff.  To 
them  I  say,  Experiment !  and  let  us  all  know  the 
result. 

The  character  of  the  woods  used  is  of  courpe  a 
powerful  factor,  but  to  touch  on  this  point  I  would 
have  to  enlarge  considerably  the  present  letter,  and  I 
wish  to  close  it  rather.— Yours  truly,      E.  M.  Tod. 

P.S.— One  most  important,  in  fact  all  important, 
matter  is  seldom  discussed,  and  not  half  recogaised, 
and  this  is,  that  the  thickness  (and  weight)  of  the  reel 
line  has  the  most  important  bearing  upon  the  fly-rod. 
A  powerful  rod  needs  a  heavy  line  to  develop  its  full 
casting  powers ;  per  contra,  light,  delicate  weapons, 
which  have  finely-tapered  top-pieces,  would  be 
"murdered"  by  a  heavy  line.  So  that  however  good 
the  rod  may  be,  it  is  quite  possible  to  give  it  a  bad 
name  if  the  line  and  the  rod  do  not  make  one 
harmonious  whole. 


"LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  TEOUT  EODS." 

Dear  Sir,— I  gladly  accept  Messrs.  Hardy's  ample 
apology  for  the  mistakes  they  made  in  their  com- 
ments on  my  first  letter,  and  congratulate  them  on 
being  able  to  show,  out  of  the  twenty  split-cane 
trout  rods  they  advertise,  one,  at  least,  which  is 
sufficiently  light  to  equal  the  top  weights^  of  the 
American  rods  I  inquired  about.  Despite  this 
striking  concession  to  novel  ideas,  I  cannot  but 
lament  that  Messrs.  Hardy  still  wax  enthusiastic 
over  so  substantial  a  block  of  timber  as  is  the  average 
split-cane  rod  of  orthodox  proportions.  To  speak,  as 
they  do,  of  a  Boz.  rod  as  an  absurdity,  and  as  a  mere 
toy  incapable  of  landing  heavy  fish  or  of  casting  a  line 
is,  I  maintain,  to  juggle  with  facts  and  with  theory. 
When  a  fish  is  hooked  a  chain,  as  it  were,  is  created 
connecting  it  with  the  angler,  and  the  strength  of  this 
chain,  as  of  all  others,  depends  upon  the  strength  of 
each  and  every  link  composing  it.  Consequently  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  strength  of  the  rod  should  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  hook,  or  the  gut,  or  the  line. 
The  resiliency  and  the  skill  of  the  angler,  though  not 
referred  to  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  are  of  paramount 
importance  in  scientific  fishing — indeed,  of  far  greater 
importance  than  the  mere  mass  of  wood,  steel,  and 
other  heavy  materials  which  are  crowded,  with  so 
unnecessary  a  generosity,  into  the  majority  of  English- 
made  rods. 

Messrs.  Hardy  appear  greatly  astonished  that  I  did 
not  consult  their  catalogue  before  writing  my  letter, 
and  as  proof  of  their  enterprise  refer  me  to  their 
"  Gem  "  and  their  "  Featherweight  "  rods.  Apart  from 
the  undoubted  fact  that  "  there  are  others,"  I  think  I 
have  some  excuse  for  not  relying  too  piously  on  the 
catalogue  in  question  as  a  guide  and  a  counsellor. 
Having  learnt  long  ago,  as  a  humble  worker  in  the 
literary  field,  the  advantage  of  always  verifying  one's 
quotations,  I  at  once,  after  reading  Messrs.  Hardy's 
letter,  turned  up  the  references  they  gave,  and  at 
page  215  read  a  description  of  the  "  Gem."  Towards 
the  end  of  this  description  it  is  stated  that  the 
"  Gem  "  (the  weight  of  which  is  said  to  be  from  6oz. 
to  8oz.)  "  is  the  lightest  rod  yet  produced."  Turning, 
however,  to  the  second  reference,  page  195,  I  was 
astonished  to  find  that  the  "Featherweight  "  is  stated 
to  weigh  only  4i3z.  The  very  natural  explanation  of 
this  remarkable  discrepancy  is  that  "  someone  had 
blundered,"  possibly  that  unhappy  printer,  of  whose 
delinquencies  we  have  already  heard  in  connection 
with  this  correspondence.  Be  the  explanation  what 
it  may,  I  put  it  to  Messrs.  Hardy  whether  they  them- 


selves would  place  any  great  reliance  upon  a  catalogue 
which  openly  stated  an  impossibility. 

I  see,  with  much  gratification  and  no  little  surprise, 
that  Mr.  Burbidge,  the  managing  director  of  Harrod'a 
Stores,  writes  to  say  his  firm  is  prepared  to  supply  "a 
4§oz.  or  any  other  weight  rod,  made  by  the  beet  firm 
of  English  rod-makers,  who  can  produce  a  rod  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  anything  made  in  America."  The 
modesty  and  the  enterprise  of  the  foregoing  statement 
will,  I  feel  certain,  induce  Messrs.  Hardy  to  revise  the 
opinion  they  formerly  expressed  concerning  the  merits 
of  what  I  dare  not  call  a  rival  establishment. 

Before  concluding  this  letter,  perhaps  you  would 
allow  me  very  briefly  to  allude  to  two  cases  which 
have  lately  come  under  my  notice  of  other  ways  in 
which  our  fishing  tackle  manufacturers  fail  to  keep 
abreast  of  modern  methods.  Within  the  past  few 
weeks  two  notices  and  advertisements  have  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  concerning  two  recently  intro- 
duced artificial  baits.  As  both  of  these  were  brought 
forward  by  provincial  dealers  I  wrote  asking  them 
kindly  to  let  me  have  full  particulars,  and  to  tell  me 
where  in  London  I  could  see  specimens.  In  reply  I 
received  from  one  dealer  a  note  saying  that  "  if  Messrs. 
So-and-So  had  not  the  courage  to  stock  the  goods  in 
question  they  themselves  would  execute  any  orders  I 
forwarded."  The  second  firm  wrote  on  a  post-card, 
saying,  "  Perhaps  Mr.  Marston,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Fetter-lane,  will  let  you  see  it "  (the  bait).  Needless 
to  say  I  have  taken  no  more  trouble  to  procure  these 
articles,  though  it  is  sad  to  think  how  different  these 
specimens  of  English  "enterprise"  are  when  com- 
pared with  the  manner  in  which  an  American  would 
have  acted  in  similar  circumstances. 

To  sum  up,  I  cannot  but  believe  much  good  will 
result  from  the  opening  up  of  this  question  of  the 
general  introduction  of  very  light  and  powerful  trout 
rods  into  this  country  similar  to  those  made  by  leading 
manufacturers  in  the  United  States.  Most  of  the 
dealers  I  have  consulted  say  there  is  no  demmd  here 
for  this  class  of  rods,  but  my  belief  is  that  when  the 
public  is  able  to  procure  them  readily,  and  when,  at 
length,  they  appreciate  the  immense  advantage  of 
discarding  unnecessary  weight,  the  demard  will  spring 
up  quickly,  and  many,  who,  like  myself,  are  partially 
disabled  in  the  wrists,  will  eagerly  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  really  light  rods  will  afford  to  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  one  of  the  most  Ecientific  and  most 
invigorating  of  sports. — Yours  truly,  "  YiATOii." 
June  15. 


VERY  LIGHT  FLY  EODS. 

Dear  Sib, — We  have  noticed  one  or  two  letters  in 
reference  to  very  light  and  powerful  rods  ia  the 
Fishing  Gazette  lately,  which  have  been  signed 
"Viator."  As  a  rule  we  do  not  reply  to  letters 
signed  by  a  nom deplume,  but  in  this  case  the  informa- 
tion given  is  so  very  misleading  we  think  it  wise  to 
warn  brother  anglers  not  to  be  led  away  either  by  an 
American  puff  cr  Yankee  bunkum. 

We  are  perfectly  acquiinted  with  *he  American 
make  of  split-cane  rods.  We  have  handled  some 
thousands  of  the  articles,  and  can  therefore  speak  with 
some  degree  of  trustworthiness.  The  very  light  rods 
produced  in  America,  which,  by  the  way,  vary  from 
5oz.  upwards,  are  made  with  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
centre  of  the  cane  left  out  of  the  butt,  leaving  simply 
a  thin  shell  of  outer  bark.  This  is  inserted  for  about 
four  inches  into  a  hollow  wood  handle.  The  ferrules 
and  fittings  are  made  of  very  thin  brass,  nickle-plated, 
in  fact  so  thin  that  an  indentation  caa  be  made  with 
the  thumb  and  finger. 

These  rods,  no  doubt,  can  be  sold,  but  we  doubt  if 
they  are  worth  the  money  asked  for  them,  as  their 
life's  history  must  be  very  short.  With  regard  to  all 
the  good  makers,  their  rods  are  not  any  lighter  than 
the  English  made  rods,  with  the  exception  of  fittings. 
The  object  of  the  English  rod  maker  is  to  make  a  rod 
light,  strong,  and  powerful,  and  one  that  will  last  a 
lifetime  if  properly  used,  and  with  which  could  be 
killed  either  grilse  or  salmon,  if  need  be. 

We  have  carefully  weighed  one  of  our  best  split-cane 
rods— three  joint,  10ft. — and  find  it  to  be  as  follows: 
Bare  cane,  three  pieces,  and  cork  handle,  3j3z. ; 
ferrules  and  lock  joint,  IJoz. ;  rings  and  silk,  ^iz. ; 
winch  fittings  and  rubber  buttou,  l^oz.,  making  OJdz. 
in  all.  Considering  the  strain  that  a  trout  rod  has  to 
maintain  in  keeping  a  large  trout  out  of  weeds,  etc., 
we  think  it  is  very  unwise  to  sacrifice  strength  for 
lightness.  We  are  of  opinion  that  in  England  a 
mathematical  decision  has  been  arrived  at,  and  it  can 
therefore  be  claimed  that  English  reds  are  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  any  other  country's  make. 

We  do  not  wish  for  a  cheap  puff,  but  at  the  same 
time  may  state  that  whenever  we  have  been  in  com- 
petition at  international  exhibitions  with  any  of  these 
American  or  other  houses  we  have  always  gained  the 
highest  award,  namely,  the  gold  medal  or  the  Grand 
Prix.  This,  we  think,  points  to  the  superiority  of  the 
English  rod.  At  the  last  Paris  Exhibition  in  1900  a 
great  many  American  rods  were  shown,  but  we  do  not 
know  that  they  received  any  award  at  all.  We  did 
receive  the  Grand  Prix,  and  other  English  firms  gold 
medals,  eto.    This  speaks  for  itself. 
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In  oonclusion,  we  cannot  help  noticing  the  remark 
that  a  certain  American  house  had  sold  a  number  of 
2oz.  rods  also  a  9ft.  rod  weighing  Saz.,  another 
^?r^  another  3Joz.  What  length  was  the  2oz 
rod  ?  We  would  suggest  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
±L,nglish  rod  maker  that  you  ask  your  correspondent 
Viator  to  allow  you  to  look  at  one  of  these  2oz' 
rods,  and  then  possibly  you  would  give  us  some 
information  about  the  same.— Yours  truly, 

^  ^  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,' Limited, 

Eedditch,  June  16. 


VERY  LIGHT  AND  VERY  POWERFUL  FLY 
RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— As  it  ia  just  possible  that  other  of  your 
readers  may  hold  the  opinions  of  "  Viator  "  as  to  the 
superiority  of  soma  of  the  American  made  rods  as  to 
lightness  and  powerfulness  combined,  we  write  just  an 
odd  line  to  try  and  settle  the  matter 

We  are  willing,  for  £50  a  side,  to  make  a  rod  to  be 
tested  against  the  product  of  any  American  firm,  the 
lightest,  strongest,  and  stifiest  rod  to  be  declared  the 
winner  Length  for  length,  diameter  for  diameter, 
said  rods  to  be  a  combination  of  steel  and  cane 

This  will  be  a  straightforward  John  Bull  "way  of 
settling  the  matter  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody 
Viator     included,  and  that  without  any  further 
waste  of  ink.    A  war  of  words  won't  settle  the  matter 
If  It  goes  on  till  Doomsday.— Yours  truly, 

TVT-ji    3  T,     T,r   ,  FosTKH  Bros 

Midland  Rod  Works,  Ashbourne. 


Dear  SiB,-In  your  note  to  "  Viator's  "  letter  in  the 
Mshing  Gazette  of  June  7,  you  have  undoubtedly 
touched  the  marrow  of  the  question  at  issue  when  you 
say  that  style  of  fishing  and  surrounding  circum- 
staiices  continually  alter  the  ideas  and  needs  of 
anglers.  This  point  is  often  overlooked  by  disputants 
and  until  we  can  get  an  argument  on  the  subject— all 
from  the  same  platform  so  to  speak— confusion  and 
cross  purposes  will  reign  supreme. 

For  instance,  one  man,  when  speaking  of  fly-fishing 
will  have  in  his  mind's  eye  a  lovely  lake  and  balmy 
weather,  when,  seated  in  a  boat  with  favouring  breezes 
and  a  good  boatman  doing  most  of  the  work,  he  had 
grand  sport,  and  will  boldly  put  forth  his  views  on  the 
general  question  of  fishing  and  tackle  ac3ordinoly  ■ 
While  another  man,  who  remembers  the  cold  winds  of 
spring  fighting  against  him  at  every  turn  and  beating 
his  cast  back  in  his  face,  will  be  full  of  quite  other 
notions  regarding  the  gentle  craft,  consequently  the 
views  of  the  one  will  in  no  way  appeal  to  tnose  of  the 
otner. 

Referring  to  "  Viator's  "  letter,  there  is  one  point 
Which  he  lays  stress  upon  in  favour  of  very  lic^ht  rodi 
which  I  have  observed  is  constantly  being  insisted  on  by 
otherwriteis,and  which  he  and  they  seem  tothinkis  the 
highest  attribute  of  a  rod- namely,  that  these  feather- 
weight rods  are  quite  capable  of  landing  "  heavy  fish  " 
TT'j'^^  7*^^' "  "Viator,"  no  doubt  correctly,  says 
Undoubtedly  an  important  part  of  a  rod's  duty  is  the 
killing  of  a  heavy  fish ;  but  so  far  from  its  being  the 
most  necessary  qualiScation  of  a  fly-rod,  it  is,  I  venture 
to  say,  probably  its  least  valuable  one,  being  one 
which  all  rods,  good  and  bad,  possess  in  pretty  nearly 
the  same  degree.  A  71b.  trout  hooked  on  a  53  rod 
purchased  at  an  ironmonger's  might  be  landed  or 
indeed  if  the  line  were  attached  tj  the  top  of  an 
umbrella-handle  the  fish  might  be  often  secured 
although  neither  weapon  can  be  honestly  recommended 
for  high-class  fishing. 

The  great  desideratum  of  the  fly-rod  and  that  which 
tries  it  in  every  inch  of  its  body  is  the  casting  of  the 
line.  All  dry-fly  fishers  in  this  country  will  back  me 
up  in  this  The  rod  has  continually  to  overcome  the 
force  of  the  wind,  and,  even  under  the  mo?t  favourable 
conditions,  the  inceesant  "swish,  swish"  of  dr>in^ 
the  fly  m  the  air  and  propelling  the  light  cast  in  the 
required  direction  and  laying  the  fly  softly  on  the 
water  to  within  a  few  icches  of  a  certain  spot— this  it 
is  which  tests  a  rod's  real  goodness  and  efficiency  To 
do  this  in  our  English  waters  and  under  our  climatic 
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something  lighter,  I  requested  the  makers  to  produce 
me  a  rod  eleven  feet  long  in  three  pieces,  and  with 
usual  fittings,  carrying  a  spear  on  butt,  and  to  weigh 
lloz.  at  the  very  outside.  At  the  same  time  I  reminded 
theni  that  they  listed  rods  of  ten  feet,  or  thereabouts, 
weighing  below  6oz. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  I  received  a  rod  of  eleven 
feet  invoiced  "  made  to  order,"  weighing,  with  spear, 
13J0Z. ;  without  spear,  12oz. ;  and,  when  fitted  with  a 
reel  weighing  (with  line)  lOioz.,  balancing  at  4i  inches 
above  top  of  handle. 

As  the  season  was  getting  on,  and  as  the  firm  had 
been  at  the  trouble  of  making  the  rod  specially,  I  kept 
It,  but  I  must  say  that  after  four  or  five  hours'  casting 
with  it  my  wrist  aches.  —Yours  truly, 

F.  A.  Mansbridgb. 

FISHING  IN  THE  TEIFI. 
Dear  Sir,— After  reading  Mr.  Perkin's  letter  in 
your  issue  of  May  24,  I  cannot  refrain  (with  your  per- 
mission) from  adding  two  important  facts  which  must 
materially  account  for  the  rapidly  improving  condi- 
tion of  the  salmon  fishing.  As  an  old  member  (four- 
teen years)  of  the  Teifi  Board  of  Conservators  I  ouc^ht 
to  know  something  about  it.  ° 

1.  Some  members  of  the  said  board,  among  whom  I 
was  one,  thought  the  river  was  very  much  over  netted 
at  the  estuary,  consequently  I  proposed  a  new  bye-law 
to  reduce  the  length  of  the  seine  nets  from  four  hun- 
dred yards  to  two  hundred  yards,  and  after  two  years' 
fighting  at  our  quarterly  meetings  it  was  carried,  and 
after  an  exhaustive  inquiry  by  Mr.  Berrington  was 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Berrington 
who  was  then  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Fishery  Board, 
stated  in  his  report  that  the  estuary  of  the  Teifi  was 
so  situated  as  to  receive  the  first  shoals  of  salmon 
coming  in  from  the  open  sea,  and  that  with  proper 
care  it  ought  to  be  one  of  the  best  rivers  in  England 
and  Wales,  if  not  in  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

About  three  years  ago  three  of  us,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators,  met  Mr.  Archer,  the  present 
Chief  Inspector,  at  Cenarth  Falls,  the  rocky  obstruction 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Perkin, eleven  miles  belowLlandyssil, 
where  the  rock  falls  perpendicularly  from  eight  to 
ten  feet,  and  which  made  it  impossible  for  the  salmon 
to  get  over  except  in  high  floods.  Mr.  Archer  gave 
us  soma  very  valuable  hints  as  to  the  best  mjde  of 
making  a  pass  without  interfering  with  the  beautiful 
scenery  there.  The  result  was  that  a  few  friends  put 
their  heads  together  and  money  was  collected  volun- 
tarily for  the  purpose  of  making  a  fish-pass.  This  pass 
was  finished  about  eighteen  months  ago  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  Mr.  Archer. 

Since  this  has  bean  made  salmon  can  come  up  at 
any  state  of  the  water,  which  is  very  important. 
With  the  above  improvement  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  the  salmon  fishing  will  continue  to  improve  season 
after  season.  Pour  or  five  years  ago  no  one  would 
dream  of  grassing  a  clean  salmon  so  early  as  the 
beginning  of  May,  but  this  year  over  thirty  have  been 
landed  within  five  miles  of  Llandyssil.  This  speaks 
for  itself.  - 

I  thank  Mr.  Perkin  for  his  kind  mention  of  me, 
and  also  inform  him  and  others  that  the  use  of  the 
proverbial  cart  has  been  done  away  with  by  a  new 
suspension  bridge,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  feet 
long,  for  the  convenience  of  fishermen',  which  is  kept 
private  and  locked. 

I  have  left  the  Forth  Hotel  now  some  six  years 
or  more,  and  a  Mr.  Smith  is  the  present  landlord.  This 
year  he  has  added  two  more  miles  to  the  old  fishing, 
making  a  total  of  four  and  a-half,  which  he  keeps  for 
visitors  and  which  he  preserves.— Yours  truly, 

Daniel  Evans. 
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I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  buy  a  decent  cast  in 
America  ;  the  sort  of  cast  sold  is  about  three  feet  long, 
goodness-knows- what  brand  of  gut. 

The  average  American  when  fishing  keeps  every- 
thing he  catches.  I  have  seen  trout  four  inches  long 
kept  and  counted  in  the  hope  of  "  making  a  record." 

It  is  very  humiliating  to  read  how  crazy  England 
seems  to  have  gone  on  everything  American.  Articles 
are  produced  daily  in  England  that  cannot  be  dupli- 
cated here.  And  just  because  a  handful  of  successful 
Americans  (out  of  a  total  population  of  seventy 
millions)  have  been  very  successful  in  business 
and  are  buying  up  odds  and  ends  in  England,  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  all  Americans  are  either 
infallible,  strictly  up  to  date  in  their  products,  or 
millionaires.— Yours  truly,  <<  r  L  M  " 

California. 

[Our  correspondent  surely  does  not  mean  to  say 
that  he  cannot  buy  good  gut  lines,  etc.,  in  New  York  ; 
and  I  doubt  if  there  are  more  "fish  hogs"  (as  the 
Americans  call  a  man  who  keeps  all  he  can  catch) 
in  America  than  there. are  here.  Ed.] 

THE  "ARIEL"  TACKLE. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Francis  R. 
IJaybell,  can  get  the  "Ariel  "  flights  from  the  York- 
shire Anglers'  Stores,  3Sa,  Wellington-street,  Leeds. 
I  have  had  them  from  there,  and  find  their  pattern 
very  efiective.— Yours  truly,  C.  Dawes. 

FISHING  AT  OR  NEAR  BRISTOL. 
Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  "A.  C.  H.,"  in 
your  issue  of  June  14,  will  send  me  an  addressed 
envelope,  I  will  give  him  the  necessary  information  as 
to  fashing  at  or  near  Bristol.— Yours  truly, 

1,  Gloucester-terrace,  A.  G.'  Rowell. 

Weymouth. 


AMERICAN  TACKLE  AND  METHODS. 
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conditions  requires  a  certain  amount  of  wei<^ht  and 
backbone  m  a  rod,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  could  be 
found  in  a  2oz.  to  4oz.  weapon.  Of  course,  if  a  person 
18  weak,  let  him  use  a  featherweight  rod  suitable  to 
his  strength  rather  than  not  fish  at  all  •  or  if  he 
merely  likes  to  be  the  possessor  of  a  miniature  rod  by 
all  means  let  him  indulge  his  fancy,  but  do  not  let 
hma  enter  into  competition  as  to  results  with  stronger 
anglers  and  more  powerful  rods.— Yours  truls. 

Heron. 

LIGHT  AND  POWERFUL  TROUT  RODS. 
Dear  Sib,- In  connection  with  this  subject  peihaps 
my  account  of  a  very  recent  experience  may  be  of 
interest. 

Three  months  ago  I  applied  to  a  noted  firm  of  English 
rod  makers  for  a  built  cane  trout  rod.  A  rod  eleven  feet 
long  carrying  a  small  indiarubber  butt  cap  and 
weighing  14oz.,  was  received.    This  was,  no  doubt  the 


standard  weight  of  the  powerful  rod  which  I  had 
asked  for  by  the  catalogued  name,  but,  as  I  wanted 


Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  great  surprise  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  some  of  your  readers 
were  going  to  adopt  American  tackle  and  methods  of 
spinning.  I  hive  lived  in  America  fifteen  years,  and  to 
this  day  I  invariably  buy  all  my  fishing-tackle  in  Eng- 
land. Why  ?  because  there  is  no  compa  ison  between 
the  two  classes  of  tackle.  Sush  a  thing  as  a  neatly  tied 
fly  cannot  ba  produced  in  America.  The  average 
weight  of  a  double  birrel  12-bore  gun  produced  in 
America  is  7f  lb.  as  against  the  6Jlb.  of  the  English 
gun  ;  but  in  making  fishing-rods  they  go  to  the  other 
extreme,  and  the  great  pride  of  an  American  tackle 
factory  is  to  turn  out  a  lOJ-foot  fly-rod  weighing  2Joz. 
Their  fly-rods  are  altogether  too  whippy.  The  spin- 
ning-rods run  from  six  to  eight  feet  long ;  and  a  lot 
of  command  a  man  can  have  over  a  heavy  fish  forty  or 
fifty  yards  away  with  a  "  walking  stick." 

I  do  not  deny  that  there  are  some  first-class 
makers  in  the  States— namely,  Leonard— but  a  better 
rod  can  be  bought  in  England  for  the  same  price.  I 
bought  a  14-foot  steel  centred  rod  from  Hardy  about 
two  years  ago  for  rainbow  trout,  and  I  stated  that 
the  fish  would  not  run  much  over  81b.  Unfortunately, 
I  never  yet  have  used  this  rod  for  rainbow  trout,  but 
last  autumn  I  caught  a  number  of  salmon  with  it 
running  in  weight  from  51b.  to  251b.,  and  the  rod  is 
to-day  as  straight  and  true  as  when  I  received  it. 


HOTELS  AT  DUNGLOE. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent  "  W."  could  not  I 
think,  do  better  than  stay  at  Hanlan's  Private  Hotel. 
1  stayed  there  last  year  and  was  very  comfortable  It 
13  not  a  licensed  house,  but  he  will  be  able  to  get  all 
he  requires  across  the  road.  If  ha  writes  to  Mrs 
Meredith  for  terms,  that  good  lady  will  give  him  every 
attention.  There  is  also  Boyle's  Hotel  in  the  villa4 
where  I  believe  guests  are  always  made  comfortable.— 
Yours  truly,  j_ 

NAME  OF  FLY  BOX^WANTED. 
Dear  Sib,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  informme 
where  the  following  can  be  obtained:  A  fly  box 
(circular)  with  wiuier  fixed  inside,  which,  as  you 
place  flies  (on  gut)  in^ide,  by  turning  the  winder,  the 
gut  automatically  winds  itself  up.  I  saw  one  the  other 
day,  and  the  only  mark  on  it  was  "  Winchester 
patent."  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  can  give  ma 
any  information.— Yours  truly,        W.  Eglington. 

[I  remember  noticing  the  box  some  years  ago,  but  I 
forget  which  firm  makes  it.— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  DORSET. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  could  give  mo  any  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars :—(l)  The  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Blandford  and  Gillingham,  Dorset ; 
(2)  whether  subscription,  permission,  or  free  ;  (3)  the 
name  of  some  inn  where  accommodation  could  be  got. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— Yours  truly, 

"Landing  Net." 


FISHING  IN  THE  MOLE. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  informme  through  the 
medium  of  your  columns  if  fishing  in  the  river  Mole 
at  Cobham,  Leatherhead,  Box  Hill,  Dorking,  and 
Three  Bridges  is  free  to  the  public  ?  If  private,  can 
permission  be  had  by  payment  of  fees,  and  to  whom 
to  apply  ?— Yours  truly,  Boxillio. 

[The  Mole  is  strictly  preserved  from  Leatherhead  to 
Cobham.  The  only  way  would  be  to  get  leave  from 
the  landed  proprietors  ;  also  from  Box  Hill  to  Leather- 
head. At  Dorking  you  can  fish  for  one  shilling  a  day 
at  Castle  Mill.    Three  Bridges  is  also  preserved.— Eo  j 

DO  L.AND-LO0KED  SALMON  BREED? 

Dear  Sib,—  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  on  the  above  point  ?  Perhaps  if  this 
meets  the  eye  of  any  of  your  readers  in  the  BiUycastle 
(oo.  Antrim)  district  they  could  throw  some  light  on 
the  question  from  experience  they  may  have  gained 
from  the  fish  in  the  loughs  near  Pair  Head. — Youra 
truly,  F.  M.  L. 

[Pish  which  are  called  "  land-locked  salmon  "  breed, 
but  it  cannot  be  said  that  Salmo  salar  will  breed,  as  if 
kept  from  going  to  the  sea  they  generally  die.  I 
believe  Dr.  Day  did  keep  and  breed  from  Salmo  salar, 
but  that  he  did  not  consider  it  proved  that  they  would 
breed  naturally  if  land-locked. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  imaooidably  held  over.) 
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[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  437.] 

The  Fishino  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  FiSHiNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  lettei's,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription- 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  6<J, 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  4d. 

Three  Months    ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12j.  6d, 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London," 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Like  all,  or  nearly  all,  our  weekly  contemporaries 
■we  went  to  press  early  on  account  of  "  Coronation 
holidays."  At  the  moment  of  going  to  press  we 
hear  that  "  the  Coronation  will  be  postponed." 
Ready  to  heartily  rejoice  with  those  who  were 
rejoicing,  we  are  equally  ready  to  express  our 
sympathy  with  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  with 
everyone  to  whom  the  news  of  his  illness  means 
sorrow  and  inconvenience.  The  darkest  cloud 
has  its  silver  lining.  Let  us  hope  that  the  King's 
strong  constitution  and  manly  heart  may  make  his 
present  indisposition  very  temporary,  and  that 
the  nation's  joy  may  gather  strength  and  volume 
during  the  days  of  waiting  for  an  auspicious  and 
joyful  event. 


A  50lb.  Salmon  caught  in  the  Ewe. 
The  best  fish  I  have  heard  of  for  some  time  as 
being  caught  with  the  fly  in  Scotland  was  taken  on 
Mr.  Dugdale's  water  on  the  river  Ewe,  Ross-shire, 
by  his  keeper  Grant.  It  was  a  splendid  fresh-run 
fish,  well-shaped,  measuring  four  feet  in  length. 
I  believe  this  is  the  largest  salmon  ever  caught 
with  the  rod  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  and  is  101b. 
heavier  than  the  401b.  fish  caught  in  the  same 
river  early  last  July  by  Mr.  Turner,  from  Leicester- 
shire, which  itself  was  the  largest  fish  which  had 
ever  been  caught  up  to  that  time  on  the  river  Ewe. 
This  river  is  now  looking  up,  and  if  the  stake-nets 
on  Loch  Ewe  could  be  diminished  in  number  it 
would  soon  regain  its  pristine  reputation. 

"With  the  Field  for  June  21  is  given  a  Coronation 
supplement,  very  fully  illustrated  and  in  every  way 
most  attractive  ;  in  fact,  this  is  the  finest  number 
of  the  Field  that  has  ever  appeared. 

Fishing  in  the  Pyrenees. 
A  correspondent  writes  from  the  Grand  Hotel 
Gassion,  Pau  :  "  I  do  not  know  any  special  work  on 
fishing  in  the  Pyrenees.  I  know  that  all  the  gaves 
(rivers)  and  most  of  the  lakes  have  trout  and  other 
fish.  Angling  with  worms  and  fly-fishing  is  prac- 
tised in  almost  all  of  them.  The  valleys  of  Aspe, 
Ossau,  Cauterets,  Gavarnie,  the  Adour,  and  Nestes 
are  much  frequented  and  appreciated  by  anglers. 
You  could  make  your  central  point  any  one  of  the 
following  places  and  fish  in  the  valleys  around— 
namely,  Pau,  Oloron,  Arudy,  Rebenacq,  Argeles, 
Cauterets,  Luz,  and  Bagneres  de  Bigorre.  Salmon 


fishing  you  would  find  below  Peyrehorade  or 
Orthez  down  to  Bayonne.  Going  up  the  Grand 
Gave  de  Pau  you  would  find  trout,  aubourg,  eels, 
pike,  gudgeon,  etc.,  and  in  the  smaller  gaves, 
torrents,  and  mountain  lakes  are  both  the  ordinary 
and  the  salmon  trout.  At  Cauterets  is  an 
establishment  for  pisciculture,  which  for  several 
years  has  annually  placed  in  the  gave  100,000  to 
150,000  fry  of  different  kinds  of  trout,  rainbow- 
trout,  salmon-trout,  and  small  salmon.  So  that 
in  the  near  future  Pyrenean  fishing  will  be  improved. 
This,  dear  sir,  is  all  I  can  personally  say  in  reply 
to  y3ur  inquiries.  I  could  be  more  positive  and 
more  precise  about  the  Chase  in  the  Pyrenees,  for 
this,  as  you  well  know,  is  my  favourite  sport." 

To  Prevent  Rod-Joints  Sticking. 
Every  angler  has  experienced  the  bother  of  a 
"  stuck "  rod-joint,  and  more  rods  have  been 
ruined  through  attempts  to  separate  a  joint 
than  in  any  other  way  probably.  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Company,  of  Redditch, 
called  on  me  tlie  other  day  and  left  a  sample  of 
what  looked  like  butter-scotch  in  tinfoil,  but  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  special  preparation  for  rubbing 
on  the  joints  of  fishing-rods  to  prevent  sticking. 
It  is  called  "  Dreadnought,"  and  I  should  think 
there  would  be  a  good  demand  for  it.  I  suggested 
that  a  bit  of  soap  was  a  good  thing,  but  Mr. 
Williams  says  soap  contains  materials  which  act 
prejudicially  on  brass,  and  that  their  tablet  is 
specially  prepared  to  avoid  this. 


How  THE  Ladies  Catch  Taepon. 
The  residents  of  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  are  having 
their  innings  now  with  the  schools  of  the  silver 
king  in  the  Caloosahatchee  River,  the  visiting 
anglers  having  all  gone  to  their  homes.  The  silver- 
scaled  fishes  are  abundant,  and  a  short  row  takes 
the  boat  of  the  local  sportsman  to  the  best  fishing 
grounds  now  on  the  river,  durectly  opposite  the 
town.  The  sport  for  the  week  opened  up  last 
Thursday,  says  the  Fort  Myers  Press  of  May  22, 
when  Frank  Hibble  landed  a  971b.  jewfish.  On 
Saturday  Mrs.  Burkett,  Miss  Laura  Gonzalez,  the 
tarpon  editor  of  the  Press,  and  George  West,  one 
of  the  best  guides  on  the  Caloosahatchee,  went 
across  the  river. 

The  first  run  was  made  on  Mrs.  Burkett's  line, 
and,  as  she  had  never  seen  any  big  fish  caught,  she 
was  all  excitement.  She  was  disappointed  in  not 
hooking  a  tarpon,  but  brought  to  the  gaff  a  601b. 
shark,  which  gave  her  plenty  of  good  sport. 

After  this  there  were  several  false  alarms,  and 
then  the  line  of  Miss  Laura  Gonzalez  suddenly 
sang  a  merry  song  as  it  whizzed  off  the  reel.  In  a 
second  all  was  excitement  in  that  little  twelve-foot 
skiff.  Here  was  a  big  tarpon  hooked,  and  four 
persons  in  a  small  boat.  West  grabbed  Miss 
Laura's  rod  and  dexterously  hooked  the  fish,  and 
the  monster  came  out  of  the  water  in  several  wild 
leaps  for  liberty.  Hardly  had  West  turned  the  rod 
over  to  Miss  Laura  and  was  instructing  her  how  to 
play  the  big  fellow,  when  the  reel  broke  and  it 
seemed  as  if  the  fish  must  escape.  The  tarpon 
editor  was  pressed  into  service  and  took  hold  of  the 
oars.  Then  West  watched  his  opportimity  and 
changed  the  line  on  to  another  rod  and  reel,  and 
the  battle  for  victory  began  in  earnest. 

On  account  of  the  new  tie  in  the  line  the  silver 
king  was  held  close  in  on  a  short  line,  and  the  way 
he  battled  to  get  free  was  worth  a  great  deal  to  see. 
For  thirty  minutes  it  was  even  money  between 
Miss  Laura  and  the  tarpon ;  then  the  odds  changed 
in  favour  of  the  silver  king,  for  suddenly  the  rod 
gave  way  and  it  looked  as  if  the  king  of  game  fish 
was  a  winner.  But  the  line  held  him,  and  after 
that  West  had  to  take  hold  of  the  end  of  the  broken 
rod  and  work  the  fish  in,  while  Miss  Laxira 
did  the  reeling.  Working  as  he  never  did  before, 
it  was  ten  minutes  before  he  could  get  the  big 
fellow  close  enough  to  the  boat.  The  wind  was 
now  blowing  stiff  from  the  west  and  a  smart  sea 
was  running  in  the  channel,  a  half-mile  from  the 
steamboat  dock.  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
gaff  the  tarpon,  but  he  managed  to  keep  out  of 
range.  Finally  he  was  reeled  in  a  little  closer  and 
West  made  a  thrust  with  his  hook  and  caught  the 
gamy  fighter  imder  the  scissors,  but  the  fish  was 
again  a  winner,  for  he  yanked  West  clear  out  of  the 
boat  and  into  the  river.  The  scene  that  followed 
in  that  boat  it  is  futile  to  attempt  to  describe. 
West  cannot  swim  a  stroke,  but  luckily  he  came  up 
close  to  the  boat  and  grabbed  it  and  pulled  himself 
aboard,  still  concerned  about  the  fish.    Miss  Laura, 


in  the  momentary  excitement,  had  thrown  down 
the  rod  and  reel,  but  West  made  a  grab  for  it  while 
still  trying  to  get  the  water  out  of  his  mouth,  and 
the  fight  was  on  again.  All  hands  were  tired  out, 
but  luckily  the  tarpon  was  badly  injured,  and  it 
was  an  easy  matter  now  to  reel  him  in  and  secure 
him  with  the  gaff  hook,  Miss  Laura  witnessing 
the  act  with  supreme  happiness  depicted  on  htr 
countenance. 

The  silver  king  was  brought  to  the  Plant  ware- 
house, where  he  was  weighed  and  measured,  the 
weight  being  1401b.,  and  length  six  feet  nine  inches. 
After  this  Miss  Laura  had  Dr.  A\'illiaiijs  take  her 
photograph,  with  Mr.  West  and  the  tarpon,  and 
the  tarpon  was  turned  over  to  Dr.  Williams,  who 
is  having  it  mounted  by  Ike  Shaw  for  his  studio. 

Charley  Powell  and  Frank  Hibble  have  been 
having  a  great  time  with  the  tarpon,  and  on 
May  18  Frank  landed  a  fine  tarpon  weighing  1051b. 
On  Tuesday  the  young  ladies  were  again  successful, 
the  Misses  Laura  and  Agnes  Murray  being  out  with 
Frank  Hibble,  when  Miss  Laura  landed  a  beauty 
weighing  871b.  in  just  twenty-five  minutes.  Miss 
Agnes  played  a  large  fish  for  forty  minutes,  but 
unfortunately  lost  him  just  as  he  was.about  to  be 
gaffed. — American  Field,  May  31. 

Discovery  of  a  New  Shad  in  America. 

Dr.  B.  W.  Evermann  has  a  long  accoimt  in 
Forest  and  Stream  (New  York),  May  24,  of  a  new 
species  of  shad  from  the  Ohio  river  which  he  thu.-s 
describes : — 

Alosa  ohiensis  Evermann.    Ohio  Shad.* 

Type  No.  50469,  U.  S.  N.  M.,  a  female  example 
18in.  long  and  weighing  31b.,  taken  by  Mr.  James 
Sowders,  May  9,  1898,  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio. 

Description  of  the  type. — Head,  4'5  ;  depth,  3-6  ; 
eye,  5-5  ;  snout,  4  ;  maxillary,  2-1 ;  mandible,  1-87  ; 
D.,18;  A.,  18;  gilkakers,  49-f  26  =  75  on  right  side  ; 
47  +  27  =  74  on  left. 

Body  very  long,  slender  and  much  compressed ; 
dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  very  gently  and  evenly 
arched  ;  head  rather  long,  conic ;  caudal  peduncle 
very  long,  the  distance  from  base  of  caudal  to 
dorsal  fin  equalling  distance  from  that  point  to  pre- 
opercle  ;  mouth,  large ;  maxillary  broad,  reaching 
posterior  border  of  eye  ;  lower  jaw  slightly  project- 
ing and  fitting  into  a  small  notch  in  tip  of  upper 
jaw  ;  cheek  and  opercles  strongly  striate ;  scales 
large  and  deciduous  ;  fins  moderate  ;  gillrakers 
moderate  in  number,  the  longest  about  equal  to 
snout  in  length. 

The  ten  cotypes,  which  consist  of  two  males  and 
eight  females,  exhibit  no  important  differences,  and 
the  thirty-eight  examples  examined  at  Louisville, 
May  16  to  19,  showed  no  variations  of  value. 
Indeed,  the  characters  of  this  species  seem  unusually 
stable. 

The  number  of  gillrakers  varies  from  sixty-six  to 
seventy-five,  only  a  single  example,  however,  run- 
ning below  sixty-eight,  and  only  five  above  seventy- 
four.  The  average  of  forty-nine  examples  was 
45+26  =  71  for  the  right  side,  and  46  +  26  =  72  for 
the  left  side.  The  average  for  the  four  known  adult 
examples  of  the  Alabama  shad  is  sixty-seven,  and 
even  the  minimum  for  the  common  shad  is  more 
than  ninety.  In  so  far  as  the  number  of  gillrakers 
is  concerned,  it  thus  appears  that  the  Ohio  shad  is 
between  the  other  two  known  species,  approaching 
most  nearly  the  Alabama  shad.  Indeed,  if  this 
species  resembled  the  Alabama  shad  in  other 
respects  as  closely  as  it  does  in  number  of  gillrakers 
I  would  hesitate  to  regard  them  as  being  distinct. 

The  Alabama  shad  is  a  short,  chunky  species, 
having  the  depth  one-third  the  length,  and  with  the 
maxillary  very  slender ;  while  the  Ohio  shad  is  a 
much  longer,  more  slender  fish,  whose  depth  is 
scarcely  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  length  even  in 
the  females,  while  the  males  are  still  more  slender. 
And  the  maxillary  in  the  Ohio  shad  is  broader,  more 
closely  resembling  that  of  the  common  shad. 

Beside  the  four  examples  received  from  Mr. 
Sowders,  May  22,  1897,  and  the  six  received  from 
him  May  11,  1898,  many  others  were  examined  by 
me  at  Louisville,  May  16  to  19,  1898,  where  I  was 
able  to  do  so  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Sowders, 
who  permitted  me  to  examine,  weigh  and  measure 
those  taken  hy  his  fishermen. 

In  all,  a  total  of  forty-nine  fish  were  examined 
critically,  including  twenty-seven  females  and 
twenty-two  males. 


*  From  advance  sheets  of  an  article  by  Dr.  Ever- 
mann in  the  current  report  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commis- 
sion, pp.  307-315. 
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Is  IT  THE  Record  Rainbow  Trout  ? 
I  thought  that  the  fine  rainbow  in  the  possession 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  was  the  record  fish,  but  I 
see  that  "  L.  K."  in  the  American  Angler  gives 
the  following  particulars  of  a  fish  of  over  121b. 
He  says : — 

"  Traverse  City,  Mich. 
"  On  Saturday,  May  17,  a  monster  rainbow  trout, 
which  was  thirty- one  inches  in  length  and  weighed 
a  trifle  more  than  121b.,  was  caught  in  the  pond  at 
Acme,  a  few  miles  from  this  city.  The  big  fish 
was  taken  just  inside  the  pond,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  dam. 

"  It  is  said  that  Glen  Silver  and  Perry  Hopper 
saw  the  fish  and  went  into  the  water,  caught  the 
big  rainbow  with  their  hands  and  threw  it  out  upon 
the  bank  ;  that  they  then  tried  to  put  it  into  a  wash- 
boiler,  but  the  fish  was  too  large  for  the  improvised 
tank  and  simply  stood  on  one  end  in  the  vessel. 

"  Fred  J.  Bechtel  of  this  city  was  advised  by  tele- 
phone that  the  big  fish  had  been  caught  and  was 
being  kept  alive  for  him  to  go  after  it.  Upon 
receiving  the  message  Mr.  Bechtel  got  busy  at 
once  and  started  for  Acme  with  a  big  tank  in 
which  to  bring  back  the  trout.  When  he  reached 
Acme  he  found  the  fish  in  an  apparently  good 
condition,  transferred  it  to  his  tank  and  brought 
it  to  his  place  in  Traverse  City,  where  he  placed  it 
in  his  aquarium. 

"At  first  it  was  thought  the  big  rainbow  was 
doing  well  and  would  live,  but  about  three  o'clock 
Sunday  morning  the  night  watchman,  Mr.  Grayson, 
noticed  the  fish  showed  signs  of  distress  and  Mr. 
Bechtel  was  called.  The  latter  then  examined  the 
trout  critically  and  found  its  gills  had  been  injured 
in  some  manner— that  it  could  live  but  a  few  days 
at  the  best — so  he  killed  the  big  rainbow. 

"  The  fish  was  dressed  and  shipped  to  H.  F. 
Moeller,  the  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad,  to  be  exhibited  in  Detroit, 
and  then  the  Pere  Marquette  officials  will  have  it 
mounted  to  form  one  of  the  attractions  of  the 
central  offices  in  Detroit. 

"  It  is  said  the  fish  was  identified  as  a  rainbow 
trout  and  it  certainly  was  a  noble  specimen,  the 
largest,  probably,  of  the  species  ever  taken  from  the 
waters  of  Michigan.  "  L.  K." 


The  Largest  Pike  in  the  World. 

The  differences  to  be  found  in  the  American 
mascalonge  and  the  European  pike  are  so  slight 
and  superficial  that  the  fish  may  be  regarded  as 
practically  identical.  The  following  account  of 
taking  of  spawn  from  the  largest  fish  of  the  kind 
of  which  we  have  any  authentic  record  will  be  read 
with  interest  by  British  and  Irish  anglers.  It  is 
from  the  American  Field  :— 

"  The  Wisconsin  State  Fish  Commission  operates 
a  hatchery  at  Minocqua,  where  considerable  work 
in  artificial  propagation  of  fishes  is  carried  on,  a 
feature  of  the  work  there  being  the  hatching  of 
mascalonge  spawn  and  the  rearing  of  the  fry  to  a 
proper  age  for  distribution.  During  April  the 
hatchery  employes,  under  the  guidance  of  Super- 
intendent Nevin,  of  the  State  hatcheries,  were 
engaged  in  seining  mascalonge  from  Minocqua  and 
Tomahawk  lakes  to  procure  spawn  for  the  hatchery. 

"  During  the  progress  of  the  work  two  monster 
specimens  of  the  mascalonge  were  taken,  one  from 
the  lake  at  Minocqua,  the  other  from  Tomahawk 
Lake,  and  both  fishes  broke  all  known  records  for 
weight.  Superintendent  Nevin  stated  he  captured, 
with  E.  D.  Kennedy,  from  Minocqua  Lake,  the 
largest  one,  and  it  weighed  1021b.  The  mascalonge 
from  Tomahawk  Lake  weighed  801b.  After  the 
spawn  had  been  stripped  from  the  monstrous 
fishes,  and  it  must  have  required  great  care  to  per- 
form the  operation  with  such  big  ones,  they  were 
liberated  in  their  native  waters,  where  the  angler 
who  may  fasten  to  either  of  them  will  think  he  has 
hooked  a  whale,  and  will  be  very  fortunate  shall  he 
prove  able  to  bring  it  to  the  gaff. 

"For  several  years  Superintendent  Nevin  has 
taken  mascalonge  spawn  at  Minocqua,  and  he  states 
that  the  seining  has  brought  in  more  small  masca- 
longe than  ever  before,  a  fact  that  shows  the  fishes 
are  increasing  in  those  waters  and  will  be  good 
news  to  the  enthusiastic  anglers  for  that  gamy  fish. 

"At  the  Minocqua  hatchery  there  are  about 
15,000,000  pike  fry  now  ready  for  distribution,  and 
some  2,000,000  mascalonge  fry  that  will  be  liberated, 
it  is  said,  in  lakes  in  the  counties  of  Vilas,  Oneida, 
and  Forest.  Evidently  the  Wisconsin  Fish  Com- 
mission deserves  the  thanks  of  the  anglers  who  fre- 
quent the  waters  of  that  state."    R.  B.  Marston. 


ANGLEES  I  HAVE  KNOWN  AND 
FISHED  WITH. 


(Continued  from  page  399.) 

I  HAVE  previously  mentioned  that  the  late 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  fishing  editor  of  Bell's  Life, 
the  Morning  Advertiser,  and  the  Sportsman,  etc., 
was  another  angling  companion  of  mine.  The 
incident  I  have  related  of  my  falling  into  the 
half  frozen  dyke  brings  back  memories  of  how  he 
and  I  fished  the  Dorsetshire  Frome  during  keen, 
frosty  weather  in  January,  1894,  when  the  quieter 
parts  of  that  river  and  its  backwaters  were  frozen 
over,  but  in  the  main  channel  thick  slabs  of  ice 
Avere  hurrying  along  the  swift-flowing  current  to- 
wards Pool  Harbour.  We  fished  close  up  to  the  land- 
locked ice,  and  our  floats  would  again  and  again  dis- 
appear under  the  edge  of  it,  as  hungered  into  madness 
some  plunging  pike  seized  our  live  baits,  perhaps 
to  rush  out  among  the  "  floes,"  when  it  required 
all  our  skill  to  play  and  secure  our  fish.  At  other 
times  our  lines  would  be  severed  by  the  sharp  edges 
of  the  ice  and  the  fish  escaped,  but  we  had  grand 
sport  notwithstanding  the  bitter  weather.  It  was 
terrible  hard  work  for  our  two  boatmen,  who  each 
morning  had  to  break  away  the  thick  ice  formed 
round  the  boat,  the  result  of  a  single  night's  frost. 

Said  one  of  them  to  me,  "  I  wonders  how  you 
soft-'anded  Lunnon  folks  stands  it."  I  wondered 
too ;  yet  we  did,  for  our  sport  was  simply  magni- 
ficent, the  fish  feeding  quickly.  That  alone 
kept  us  at  fever  heat,  for  first  one  and  then  the 
other  of  us  was  busily  employed  in  steering  a 
powerful  fish  from  dangerous  places  under  great 
drifts  of  floating  ice.  This  necessitated  an 
occasional  stoppage  for  the  sake  of  warming  a 
pannikin  of  strong  coffee  over  a  spirit-lamp,  and 
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Old  Farmhouse  and  Tench  Pond. 


adding  thereto  a  good  "swig"  of  old  brandy — an 
uncommonly  welcome  relief  to  the  crew  all  round. 

During  an  autumn  ramble,  many  years  ago, 
among  meadows  and  ponds  and  the  pretty  rivers 
of  Surrey  and  Sussex,  Wheeldon  and  I  "happened 
on  "  some  of  those  quaint  farmhouses  and  cottages 
now  fast  disappearing  before  ruthless  destroyers, 
who  pull  them  down  to  erect  modern  dwellings  in 
their  places.  These  interesting  buildings  with 
pointed  gables  are  centuries  old,  and,  being  con- 
structed either  of  oak  or  elm  timbers,  filled  in 
between  with  rubble  and  bricks,  are  good,  and 
strong  enough  to  last  more  centuries  yet,  if  left 
alone  and  allowed  to  remain  to  add,  as  they 
certainly  do,  such  peculiar  charms  to  the  landscapes. 

One  of  these  brick  and  timber  edifices  had  a  large 
pond  alongside  it,  which  the  owner,  a  very  aged  man, 
told  us  had  been  there  long  before  his  great-grand- 
father's time,  and  probably  was  originally  excavated 
for  clay,  with  which  the  bricks  were  made  to  build 
the  house  and  farmstead.  He  did  not  think  there 
were  any  fish  in  the  pond.  He  had  never  seen  any 
caught,  for  nobody  ever  tried  ;  but  we  could  do  so 
if  we  wished.  So  we  put  our  rods  and  tackle 
together,  got  a  farm  labourer  to  procure  us  plenty 
of  worms,  ground-baited  some  likely  places,  and 
soon  found  we  had  "  struck  ile,"  for  the  pond  was 
"  stocked "  with  tench.  We  had  splendid  sport, 
many  we  caught  weighing  over  31b.  each,  which 
with  a  few  carp  of  good  size  made  a  "  brave  show  " 
on  our  return  home.  I  had  a  photograph  taken 
of  the  old  place,  which  long  since  was  razed  to  the 
ground. 

AnoAer  of  my  former  "angling  Ichums"  was 
Thomas  W.  Reilly,  with  whom  I  have  fished  the 
Derbyshire  Wye  and  Derwent ;  also  the  rivers  Dovey 
and  Dulas,  of  Wales.    He  has,  so  I  am  informed, 


"  gone  to  his  rest."  He  was  a  "  good  fellow  "— 
a  cheerful  companion  and  a  skilful  angler— who 
caught  many  fine  fish,  including  salmon  and  trout. 
At  Moulsford  and  Sonning-on-Thames  he  and  I 
made  notable  captures  of  pike,  with  William  Hull, 
of  the  old  French  Horn  Inn,  for  our  boatman 
and  Fidus  Achates.  And  now,  having  written 
about  old  friends,  who  have  "  gone  to  that  bourne 
from  whence  no  angler  returns,"  I  must  mention  a 
few  who,  I  am  glad  to  say,  are  yet  "to  the  fore," 
such  as  our  Editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  with  whom 
I  have  had  many  pleasant  angling  trips  to  noted 
waters,  "  gaffing"  for  him  pike  of  26ilb.  and  21^1b., 
and  15-pounders;  also  Charles  Tilbury,  my  com- 
panion on  successful  "forays"  among  pike  and 
perch;  and  Edwin  Frost,  facile  wielder  of  the 
fly  rod,  who  has  fished  with  me  the  rivers 
Frome,  Peddle,  and  Bere,  of  Dorsetshire,  for  trout 
and  pike.  Yet  my  oldest  friend  remains,  hale  and 
hearty  enough  to  pursue  and  enjoy  his  flyfishing — 
namely,  Mr.  Lewis  Elburn,  of  Milnthorpe,  whose 
acquaintance  I  made  nearly  sixty  years  ago.  With 
him  I  often  fished  the  Westmorland  rivers  Kent 
and  Bela,  noted  both  for  S.  fario  and  S.  trutta. 

In  Memoriam. 

While  concluding  this  article  (June  14)  the  sad 
news  reached  me  of  my  friend  and  "  namesake's  " — 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall— death.  He  was  an  angler 
"  good  and  true  "  with  whom  I  used  to  fish.  On 
one  occasion,  when  we  were  spinning  for  pike  in  the 
"  Long  Water,"  Home  Park,  his  minnow,  singular  to 
say,  was  taken  by  a  large  carp  which  gave  good 
sport.    On  landing  the  fish,  it  weighed  91b. 

All  who  had  the  advantage  and  pleasure  of  Mr. 
Nuthall's  friendship  will  sincerely  grieve  to  hear 
of  his  death,  and  will  venerate  his  memory. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


SEA  AND  INLAND  FISHEEIES  OF 
CAPE  COLONY. 


I  AM  glad  to  see  from  the  report  which  I  have 
received  for  1900  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Government  Biologist  just  to  hand,  that  the  plant- 
ing of  trout  is  considered  to  be  a  success  ;  in  almost 
every  river  in  which  the  experiment  has  been 
made  trout  of  varying  sizes  have  been  seen.  In 
the  Hex  River,  near  Worcester,  "trout  from  4lb, 
to  61b.  may  be  seen  daily." 

Trout  in  Cape  Colony. 

"  Trout  Acclimatisation. — An  endeavour  was 
made  during  the  year  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  trout  introduced  into  the  various  rivers.  The 
information  obtained  was  satisfactory  so  far  as  it 
went,  and  it  is  intended  that  a  more  systematic 
and  thorough  investigation  be  made.  From  the 
reports  received  it  appears  that  trout  have  been 
seen  in  the  following  places  :— The  stream  in  the 
Winterberg  Valley,  district  of  Ceres,  about  six 
inches  long;  the  Dwaas  River,  seven  to  nine 
inches  long ;  the  Breede  River,  in  groups  of  from 
six  to  fifteen,  and  about  six  to  nine  inches  long  ;  a 
furrow  from  Breede  River,  where  two  large  trout 
were  found,  several  having  been  seen  rising  for  flies 
in  the  deep  pools  along  the  river  near  Kluitje's 
Kraal;  Hex  River,  near  Worcester,  where  trout 
from  41b.  to  61b.  may  be  seen  daily ;  Sandhill,  near 
Hex  River,  Worcester,  where  trout  have  been  seen 
about  two  feet  long  and  weighing  61b.  ;  Berg 
River ;  Louwrens  River,  where  young  trout  were 
placed  in  1896  and  may  now  be  seen  at  any  time 
in  good  numbers,  from  Jib.  to  51b.  in  weight ; 
Palmiet  River,  and  Kaffir  Kuils  River." 

This  is  all  very  encouraging.  The  fish  hatching 
operations  are  reported  as  going  on  very  satisfactory, 
and  ova  fry  and  yearlings  are  being  distributed  to 
different  rivers. 

Carp  at  the  Cape. 

The  perch  eggs  sent  out  from  the  Sol  way  fisheries 
were  all  dead.'  Mr.  Scott,  the  overseer  of  the 
Jouker's  Hoek  Hatchery,  thinks  it  was  due  to  too 
low  a  temperature  on  the  voyage.  He  says  that 
carp  continue  to  thrive,  and  he  hopes  a  good 
number  will  be  available  for  distribution.  I  hope 
that  the  carp  will  not  be  put  into  any  rivers 
suitable  for  trout,  as  if  the  carp  take  to  the 
South  African  rivers  as  they  have  done  to  the 
North  American  our  friends  in  South  Africa  will 
soon  be  wishing  they  had  never  introduced  them. 
Abundant  Supply  of  Sea  Fish  including  Soles. 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  by  the  department 
under  Mr.  Gilchrist  in  the  direction  of  opening  up 
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new  sea  fishing  grounds,  and  proving  by  actual 
experiment  that  abundance  of  good  sea  fish  is 
within  reach  of  the  Cape  market.  The  practical 
results  of  the  work  done  by  the  Government  vessel 
were  that  in  six  months  of  1900  "  several  hundreds 
of  tons  of  fish  have  been  added  to  the  supply  for 
the  colony."  ( 
This  is  excellent,  and  proves  the  wisdom  of  those  j 
who  succeeded  in  getting  a  Government  biologist  ' 


each  occasion  they  have  been  publicly  transferred 
to  the  river.  Some  interest,  therefore,  is  naturally 
associated  with  the  rearing  of  thorn,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  Mr.  Gilbey's  methods,  I 
recently  paid  a  visit  to  his  fishery,  and,  with  his 
permission,  inspected  the  hatchery  and  rearing 
"  ponds." 

I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  find  that  simplicity 
is  the  key-note  of  success  at  Denham.  Slowly, 


of  35,000  ova,  and  the  eggs  are  hatched  out  in  small 
slate  troughs.  The  alevins  remain  in  these  small 
troughs  until  they  are  well  advanced.  Just  before 
the  little  fish  absorb  the  umbilical  sac,  and  when 
they  are  about  to  "  come  on  the  feed,"  they  are 
transferred  to  larger  slate  troughs  placed  in  one  of 
the  streams  outside,  and  so  fixed  and  fitted  that  a 
continuous  and  ample  supply  of  water  flows  through 
them.    In  these  the  fry  are  taught  to  feed.    In  the 
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Mr.  W.  Geosbie  Gilbey. 


appointed.  It  looks  as  if  there  was  a  good  opening 
for  enterprise  and  capital  to  be  employed  in 
supplying  sea  fish  to  Cape  markets. 

E.  B.  Makston, 


EEAEING  SALMON  FOE  THE 
THAMES. 


HowEVEE  opinions  may  differ  in  connection  with 
the  effort  of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association  to 
test  the  possibility  of  re-introducing  salmon  to  the 
famous  English  river,  there  is  little  doubt  as  to  the 
earnestness  of  that  Association,  nor  of  the  genuine 
help  afforded  it  by  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey,  of 
Denham  by  Uxbridge,  who  is  hatching  the  ova 
and  rearing  the  young  salmon  which  are  from  time 
to  time  placed  in  the  river  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining whether  or  not  they  can  and  will  descend 
to  the  sea  and  return  as  grilse. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that 
if  the  views  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  the  chairman 
of  the  Association,  are  correct,  all  the  reports  we 
hear  from  time  to  time  about  "  grilse "  or 
salmon  "  being  caught  in  the  Thames,  "  supposed 
to  be  some  of  the  fish  put  in  by  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,"  are  condemned  beforehand, 
seeing  that  that  gentleman  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
earliest  date  at  which  we  may  expect  any  of  the 
T.S.A.  fish  back  as  grilse  is  the  spring  of  nest 
year.  His  theory  is,  that  young  salmon  descending 
to  the  sea.  for  the  first  time  do  not  always  return 
the  following  season  ;  they  more  often  remain  at 
sea  until  the  season  after.  In  this  way  the  first  lot 
of  fish,  placed  in  the  Thames  in  1901,  are  not 
expected  back  as  grilse  until  the  spring  of  1903. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  some  fish  may 
return  the  first  season;  hence  quite  an  interesting 
"doubt"  is  associated  with  each  rfinrvrf  r^f  "salmon 
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but  surely,  fish  culture  is  being  stripped  of  the 
superfluous  complications  which  for  so  long  clogged 
its  successful  conduct ;  and  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  the  fishery  responsible  for  the  rearing  of  young 
salmon  for  such  an  important  experiment  as  that 
of  the  T.S.A.  would  be  quite  up-to-date.  Mr 
Gilbey  s  operations  are  on  a  small  scale,  but  they 
are  thorough. 

The  hatchery  has  a  capacity  for  the  incubation 


The  Lea,  Denham,  Uxbhidge. 


nexb  stage  they  are  transferred  to  fry  ponds.  The'^e 
are  cut  direct  from  the  soil,  and  arranged  so  that  a 
distributing  pond  is  at  the  head  of  them  and  at 
right  angles  to  them.  From  the  distributing  pond 
all  the  fry  ponds  are  fed  with  water ;  and  by  a 
simple  arrangement  of  sluices  connected  with  it, 
the  supply  to  each  fry  pond  is  regulated  inde- 
pendently. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  idea  of  a 
distributing  pond  at  the  head  of  and  at  right  angles 


'doubt"  is  associated  with  each'' report  of 
in  the  Thames." 

The  splendid  condition  of  the  young  fish  reared 
by  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey  has  been  remarked  upon 
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to  a  series  of  fry  or  yearling  ponds  has  solved  the 
difficulty  of  distributing  the  water  supply.  It 
originated  with  the  late  Sir  James  Maitland  in 
connection  with  the  hatcheries  and  despatching 
boxes  at  Howietoun,  and  was  first  applied  to  a 
series  of  outside  ponds  by  Herr  S.  Jaffe,  of  Osna- 
briick. 

The  young  salmon  remain  in  the  fry  ponds  until 
tbey  ai-e  about  one  year  old,  when  they  are  trans- 
ferred to  fenced  off  portions  of  the  numerous 
picturesque  streams  on  the  Denham  estate.  In 
these  they  are  advanced  to  a  fitting  stage  for 
transferring  to  the  Thames. 

During  all  this  time  they  are  fed,  artificially,  on 
biscuit,  liver,  and  horse-flesh,  at  the  fry,  j'earling, 
and  two-year-old  stages  of  growth  respectively. 
Rut  in  addition  they  have  an  ample  supply  of 
natural  food,  crustaceans,  water-flies,  and  the  larv* 
o*  the  latter,  all  of  which  aboimd  in  the  Denham 
streams. 

Mr.  Gilbey  is  assisted  in  the  hatching  operations 
by  Mrs.  Goodlake  (widow  of  the  late  Creneral 
Goodlake),  who  lends  her  fish-hatchery  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  this  increases  the  output  of  alevins 
yearly  by  some  10,000  or  15,000. 

Only  the  "pick"  of  the  fish  are  used  in 
connection  with  the  experiment  of  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association.  Of  these,  3500  have 
already  been  placed  in  the  river,  1000  are  quite 
ready  for  transferring,  and  upwards  of  25,00D  fine 
healthy  fry  are  contained  in  the  nursery  and  fry 
ponds. 

The  ova  have  been  obtained  from  various  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Ireland,  with  the 
object  of  testing,  if  possible,  which  strain  is  best 
suited  to  the  requirements  of  Father  Thames.  So 
far  Mr.  Gilbey  refrains  from  venturing  any  opinion 
other  than  a  "sneaking  fondness"  for  Norwegian 
and  extreme  North  of  Scotland  eggs. 

I  have  been  at  some  little  trouble  to  inquire  it 
flny  hope  obtains  of  the  existence  still  of  a  stiain 
of  salmon  indigenous  to  the  Thames ;  but  the 
general  opinion  is  that  the  Thames  salmon  proper 
has  been  extinct  for  over  fifty  years  at  least.  I 
venture  the  opinion  that  this  makes  very  little 
difierenre,  seeing  that  it  is  a  generally  accepted 
fact  that  salmon  can  be  introduced  by  artificial 
means  into  suitable  rivers.  Is  the  Thames  a 
suitable  river '?    "  I  hae  me  doots  1  "       E.  S.  S. 
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{Continued  from  page  370.) 

Pike  will  take  an  artificial  bait  much  more  readily 
in  some  wa*er  than  others.  For  instance,  they 
may  be  easily  caught  with  it  in  the  Avon ;  whilst 
Ui  ohe  Scour,  which  meets  it  just  below  Christ- 
church,  it  is  of  little  use  to  fish  with  anything  but 
the  natural  bait.  This,  no  doubt,  depends  mainly 
on  the  comparative  supply  of  small  fish. 

They  are,  however,  generally  not  very  particular 
as  to  the  kind  of  bait  you  have  on,  and  will, 
when  Ihey  are  hungry,  take  almost  anything 
which  is  in  motion.  Once,  whilst  I  was  trailing  up 
the  straight  reach  below  Maidenhead,  a  pike  came  at 
the  length  of  shot  on  my  line,  at  least  three  feet 
above  the  bait,  and  cut  the  gut  there,  leaving 
distinct  marks  of  his  teeth  in  one  or  two  other 
places.  This  was  perhaps  more  of  a  "  sell  "  for  me 
than  for  him,  I  having  guarded  myself,  as  I 
thought,  against  any  such  contingency  by  gimp 
next  the  hooks. 

Motionless  Dead  Bait  Taken. 

Although  in  general  pike  decidedly  prefer  a  bait 
when  in  motion,  yet  they  will  now  and  then  take  a 
dead  one  lying  at  the  bottom.  I  have  myself  once 
or  twice  caught  them  in  this  way  when  I  have 
accidentally  put  down  my  rod,  leaving  my  bait  in 
the  water.  On  one  occasion  I  remember  taking 
up  one  on  a  night-line  baited  with  a  worm. 
Ordinarily  I  think  that  only  small  pike  will  be 
tempted  by  such  a  bait,  but  that  such  is  not  in- 
variably the  case  the  following  anecdote  will 
prove  : — An  acquaintance  of  mine  had  been  fishing, 
with  some  friends,  a  large  pond  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  New  Forest.  They  halted  in  the 
afternoon  for  luncheon,  not  having  had  very  good 
sport,  when  he,  wishing  to  keep  his  tackle  out  of 
the  way,  and  believing  the  bottom  to  be  clear, 
threw  out  his  bait  (a  roach  or  gudgeon)  to  some 

*  From  the  volume  by  Cornwall  Simeon. 


distance  from  the  boat.  Luncheon  occupied  them 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  at  the  end  of 
which,  having  taken  up  his  rod,  he  found  his  hooks, 
as  he  imagined,  foul  of  the  bottom.  He  gave  two 
or  three  pulls  to  endeavour  to  clear  it,  when  he 
discovered,  to  his  great  surprise,  that  he  had  got 
hold  of  something  alive  ;  and  the  next  instant  out 
went  his  line  with  evidently  a  "  regular  snorter" 
at  the  end  of  it.  It  was  not  without  considerable 
difficulty  that  he  succeeded  in  landing  this  self- 
invited  guest,  when  he  found  him  to  be  a  pike  of 
over  281b.,  which  he  has  now  preserved.  I  ha\  e 
not  yet  seen  him,  but  am  told  he  is  a  singularly 
handsome  fish,  so  that,  if  condition  be  a  test,  it  is 
probable  he  was  not  induced  to  take  the  bait  merely 
from  the  pressure  of  hunger. 

I  have  fished  with  artificial  spinning-baits  (kill- 
devils)  of  nearly  every  kind  and  shape,  and  caught 
fish  with  all,  I  believe,  without  exception.  Indeed, 
almost  anything  at  all  bright,  that  will  spin,  with 
a  garnish  of  hooks  will,  where  "  baits  "  are  scarce, 
catch  trout  or  pike,  and  (I  believe  I  may  add) 
perch.  Of  the  kill-devils  with  which  I  have  fished, 
I  have  caught  most  trout  with  a  small  brass  one, 
which  I  got  at  Bala,  pretending  no  resemblance  to 
a  fish,  but  consisting  of  a  short  round  body  and 
two  large  flanges — in  size  as  well  as  shape  like  that 
represented  in  Fig.  4.  The  next  best,  which  I  have 
principally  used  when  the  water  contained  pike  as 
well  as  trout,  is  made  of  gutta-percha,  the  size  of 
(and  I  believe  intended  to  represent)  a  small  roach, 
with  pectoral  flanges,  and  the  tail  rounded  off; 
the  tail,  as  the  thing  is  commonly  sold,  being  only 
in  the  way.  This  I  have  found  very  useful  in  some 
of  the  Scotch  lochs  when  short  of  natural  bait. 

Half-an-Hour  witu  the  Kill  Devil. 
The  first  I  ever  tried  was  one  of  the  old  mother- 
of-pearl  sort,  spinning  from  the  tail ;  the  water 


Fig  4.  Kill-Devils  for  Trout. 


being  the  Wandle  at  Hackbridge,  near  Carshalton. 
It  was  a  brilliant  morning  in  June  when  I  turned 
out  between  four  and  five,  and  the  mowers  were 
just  setting  to  work  as  I  crossed  the  meadows.  I 
began  with  the  fly,  but  it  was  of  no  use.  The 
water  was  like  glass,  not  a  cloud  over  the  sun,  and 
the  weather-cock  pointing  to  the  north-east,  though 
not  a  breath  of  wind  was  perceptible.  Finding 
that  I  could  not  get  a  rise,  I  at  length,  from 
curiosity,  put  on  the  kill-devil,  which  I  happened 
to  have  in  my  book,  to  see  how  it  would  work.  I 
at  first  threw  into  a  small  pool,  an  off-shoot  from 
the  river,  just  above  the  mill,  where  I  should  not 
have  expected  to  find  any  fish  at  all.  Instantly, 
however,  I  had  one,  a  little  chap  of  about  a  third 
of  a  pound.  I  put  him  back,  and,  not  having  had 
time  to  see  the  spinning  of  the  bait,  cast  again  into 
the  same  place.  Again  the  result  was  the  same, 
and  again  a  third  time,  the  fish  being  about  the 
same  size,  and  duly  returned.  •  I  then  went  to  the 
river,  and  never  before  or  since  did  I  see  anything 
like  the  effect  of  that  bait.  It  seemed  perfectly 
irresistible.  No  matter  how  I  threw  (and  I  had 
only  a  fly-rod) — no  matter  whether  they  saw  me  or 
not — they  came  at  it  as  a  hawk  comes  at  a  par- 
tridge, and  would  not  be  denied.  I  put  back  again 
all  the  smaller  ones,  but,  if  my  memory  serves  me, 
I  kept  two  brace,  of  from  about  lib.  to  2i^lb.  I 
was  then  told,  after  having  been  at  it  about  half- 
an-hour,  or  less,  that  nothing  but  the  fly  was 
allowed,  and  of  course  left  off  at  once. 

A  Ten-Poonder  all  but  Caught. 
Even  in  that  short  time,  however,  I  only  just 
failed  to  rob  the  water  of  (in  all  probability)  its 
principal  ornament.    While  passing  to  the  river 


below  the  mill  from  the  pool  where  I  first  made 
trial  of  my  bait,  I  dropped  it  into  a  deep  dark  pool, 
fed  by  a  back-water  which  poured  down  into  it  with 
a  powerful  stream  through  a  slate-lined  water- 
course set  at  a  very  considerable  angle,  and  then 
drew  it  slowly  up  this  water-course,  just  to  see  how 
it  would  spin  in  the  rapid  current,  never  dreaming 
of  a  fish.  Suddenly,  however,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment, out  of  the  pool  came  after  it  with  a  rush, 
about  ten  feet  up  the  water-course,  an  enormous 
brute,  with  a  head  like  a  bull.  He  got  within  an 
inch  or  two  of  the  bait,  when,  either  from  seeing 
me  so  close  to  him,  or  from  inability  to  stem  the 
stream,  he  fell  back,  and  of  course  I  saw  no  more 
of  him.  Some  time  afterwards,  happening  to  meet 
the  owner  of  the  water,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
apologising  to  him  for  having  unintentionally 
violated  his  rule  restricting  persons  fishing  it  to  the 
use  of  the  fly,  and  incidentally  mentioned  the  largo 
trout  which  I  had  thus  seen  and  missed,  when  he 
told  me  that  he  knew  him  well,  and  that  his  weight 
was  at  least  101b.,  which  was  exactly  what  I  had 
put  him  at. 

Even  in  streams  where  the  trout  run  small  the 
kill-devil  is  sometimes  very  effective. 

I  was  fishing  down  the  (Devonshire)  Avon, 
bstwen  Cot  and  Gara  Bridge,  when  the  river  was 
recovering  from  a  flood,  and  apparently  in  good 
order  for  the  fly.  A  determined  rain  from  the 
south-west,  however,  prevented  the  fish  from 
rising,  and  my  basket  showed  no  more  than  about 
a  dozen  and  a  half  trout,  all  of  them,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  being  mere  sprats.  Just  before 
leaving  off,  however,  I  met  a  young  fellow,  an 
attorney  from  Totnes,  who  had,  with  a  kill-devil 
(one  of  those  constructed  to  run  up  the  line  when 
a  fish  is  struck),  been  having  great  sport,  and  half 
filled  his  basket  with  fish  averaging  near  a  ilb. 
(large  for  Devonshire).  He  had  one  or  two  runs 
in  every  "stickle,"  and  it  seemed  quite  irresistible. 
{To  be  contimied.) 


SIDE-LIGHTS  OF  ANGLING. 


That  angling  as  a  pastime  has  so  strongly 
entwined  its  influence  in  and  about  the  hearts  of 
some  men,  the  greater  part  of  whose  leisure  is 
devoted  to  the  charms  of  the  river  side— probably 
to  the  amusement  and  perplexity  of  their  prosaic 
friends  who  satirically  smile,  and,  without  being 
conversant  with  anyone  of  its  branches,  clamorously 
affirm  that  they  can  discern  no  profit  in  the  recrea- 
tion other  than  that  of  catching  fish — comes  as  no 
surprise  to  him  with  an  inherent  passion  for  the 
scenic  attractions  and  ever-interesting  studies  of 
Nature  in  her  wildest  moods  ;  in  fact  he  also  smiles 
though  not  at  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the 
angler  but  upon  the  inane  criticisms  of  the  scoffers, 
and  in  his  heart  he  is  sorry  for  their  shortcomings. 
It  appears  useless  to  convey  the  charms  of  country 
life  to  the  minds  of  those  mortals  whose  pleasures 
are  centred  within  the  walls  of  a  large  town,  and 
whose  respect  for  the  lordly  salmon  and  the  sportive 
trout  is  only  shown  when  they  appear  before  them 
in  the  form  of  a  meal. 

To  take  up  the  pen  and  avenge  the  retorts  and 
derisions  of  the  scoffers  savours  of  consolation  to 
the  writer,  although  he  cannot  but  laugh  when  he 
recalls  the  many  occasions  on  which  returning  with 
empty  creel  he  has  had  perforce  to  choose  the  side 
streets  in  order  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  non- 
angling  friends  who  had  .a  happy  knack  of  appearing 
at  every  rise  and  turn  he  negotiated.  Picture  the 
relief  of  a  sensitive  man  if  he  is  fortunate  enough 
to  reach  his  domicile  without  having  to  answer 
•awkward  questions  on  the  way  thither.  He  fears 
not  the  interrogations  of  the  members  of  his  own 
family  since  he  always  has  a  ready  reply — "  left  a 
brace  here  and  another  there " — to  satiate  their 
curiosity,  and  as  he  sits  down  to  his  dinner  he  is 
jubilant  on  having  once  again  saved  his  angling 
reputation. 

Did  I  not  only  the  other  day,  while  on  my  way 
to  the  river,  meet  a  charming  lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance and  pledge  myself  to  present  her  with  a  dish 
of  trout,  if,  in  the  interests  of  sport,  chance  chose 
to  lead  her  steps  in  my  direction  later  in  the  day ; 
and  with  what  result  I  will  here  confess. 

Little  reckoned  I  at  the  time  on  the  unfavourable 
condition  of  the  water  or  the  whimsical  gusts  of 
wind  that  played  up  and  down  the  valley  and 
smote  in  tempestuous  fury  on  the  surface  of  the 
water ;  but  when  I  reached  the  river  and  surveyed 
with  feelings  of  mortification  my  surroundings, 
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then,  and  not  until  then,  did  I  realise  the  serious 
ness  of  my  position. 

Happily  I  had  come  provided  with  both  fly  and 
minnow  requisites,  so  I  proceeded  to  work  with  the 
nrst-named  lure. 

Two  hours'  strict  attention  to  the  fly  proving  of 
no  avail,  save  to  account  for  three  undersized  fish, 
which  were  promptly  returned,  I  resorted  to  the 
minnow. 

My  endeavours  with  this  fared  worse  than  with 
the  other. 

I  reverted  to  the  fly.  At  last  I  a  sharp  tug,  as 
when  a  fly  is  taken  beneath  the  surface,  a  sudden 
tightenmg  of  the  line  and  the  fish  is  securely 
hooked.  But,  sad  to  relate,  when  I  drew  him  out 
ot  the  meshes  of  the  landmg-net  and  ran  the  tape 
over  him,  he  only  just  reached  the  standard 
measurement— namely,  eight  inches. 

Under  circumstances  other  than  these  recounted 
he  might  have  enjoyed  a  further  tenure  of  life.  I 
place  him  m  my  creel  and  resume  operations, 
hoping  against  hope  that  others  of  heavier  weight 
may  succumb  to  my  skill  and  relieve  the  solitude 
of  the  httle  one.  It  is,  however,  not  to  be.  Far 
into  the  afternoon  I  fish,  and  as  I  pull  out  my 
watch,  preparatory  to  taking  my  rod  to  pieces,  and 
review  the  possibility  of  chance  having  led-  the 
lady  s  steps  elsewhere,  I  hear  the  rustle  of  skirts  on 
the  bank  above  me  and  know  that  my  humiliation 
IS  complete. 

I  am  profuse  in  my  apologies  as  I  produce  the 
fish  and  hold  It  out  to  her,  muttering  something 
about  the  cat  taking  a  fancy  to  it.  But  no  1  the 
cat  IS  to  be  disappointed  since  she  tells  me  that 
she  will  have  the  fish  fried  for  her  breakfast ;  and 
in  tones  consistent  with  her  kindly  nature  she 
imparts  so  much  sympathy  that  I  mentally  erase 
from  my  list  the  foremost  name  of  some  other 
friend  to  whom  I  have  promised  a  brace  and  fill  up 
tne  vacancy  in  her  name. 

What  a  very  difierent  demeanour  the  cynics 
assume  when  their  angling  friend  returns  from  the 
river  with  a  well-filled  creel;  their  admiration  for 
the  fish  is  unbounded,  and  they  will  cluster  round 
the  captor  like  flies  on  a  fly-paper  until  he  is  com- 
pelled to  part  with  a  few  brace  in  order  to  free 
himself  from  the  insufferable  suavity  of  his 
tormentors. 

Well  it  is  that  the  sport  is  varied,  and  that  skill 
IS  so  essential  to  success,  or  else  what  would 
become  of  that  romance  which  plajs  so  prominent 
a  part  m  the  pastime  ?  With  the  true  lover  of 
angling  the  memory  of  one  red-letter  day  soars 
lightly  over  niany  blank  days,  and  is  not  easily 
effaced  even  when  quickly  succeeded  by  others  of  a 
like  nature.  Blank  days -although  we  are  never 
eager  to  come  in  contact  with  them— have  their 
good  qualities  in  that  they,  unconsciously,  develop 
in  our  minds  the  lesson  of  patience,  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  essentials  an  angler  can  possess. 

Have  I  not  seen  the  careless  angler,  once  his  day 
on  the  river  ended,  bundle  his  tackle  irrespective  of 
°  urf^'^°'t^  minnows,  casts,  and  flies  all 
jumbled  together-into  his  book  and  never  give  it 
another  thought  until  next  time  he  requires  it, 
when  he  gazes  ruefully  upon  the  conglomeration  of 
gut  and  flies,  and  wonders  if  it  is  worth  his  while 
to  unravel.  He  makes  one  or  two  faint-hearted 
attempts  and  then,  convinced  that  he  has  got  the 
tackle  mto  a  worse  state  than  before,  loses  heart 
and  mounts  an  unused  trace,  throwing  away  the 
old  one  which  he  might  soon  have  disentangled 
had  he  but  exercised  a  little  patience 

Some  of  my  happiest  days  on  the  river  have  been 
spent  m  the  company  of  one  versed  in  the  science 
of  botany ;  he  was  also  a  naturalist  of  no  mean 
repute  His  fuQd  of  knowledge  relative  to  plant 
h  e  and  the  habits  of  birds  was  inexhaustive,  and 
when  the  fish  were  slow  to  move  I  asked  for 
nothing  more  than  to  sit  beside  him,  under  the 
canopy  of  a  blue  sky,  and  listen  to  his  learned 
observations,  couched  in  pure  and  simple  langua<^e. 
Alas!  like  many  more  that  could  ill  be  spared,  he 
has  passed  away  to  the  "  Great  Beyond,"  and  those 
of  us  who  were  privileged  to  accompany  him  on 
some  ot  his  rambles  over  hill  and  dale  hold  his 
memory  very  dear. 

A  few  evenings  ago  I  called  to  have  a  chat  and 
a  pipe  of  tobacco  with  an  old  angler,  who  is  in  his 
nmetieth  year,  and  although  his  vision  is  somewhat 
dim  his  memory  is  very  lucid.  He  thinks  there 
are  just  as  many  fish  in  the  rivers  to-day  as  in  the 
hey-day  of  his  life,  but  he  maintains  that  we  ought 
to  account  for  more  than  we  do,  since  the  appli- 
ances  for  their  capture  have  so  vastly  improved 


Many  of  his  angling  experiences,  extending  over 
seventy  years,  are  humorous  to  the  core ;  but  he  is 
of  a  very  retiring  disposition,  and  if  he  thought  I 
was  likely  to  chronicle  his  doings  in  these  columns 
he  could  on  no  account  be  persuaded  to  open  his 
portfolio.  At  times,  when  relating  the  capture  of 
a  specimen,  his  hand  will  dive  into  an  old  drawer 
and  emerge  with  a  primitive  reel,  which  he  will 
caress  with  his  long,  thin  fingers  and  continue  to 
hold  some  time  after  the  story  is  finished.  Often 
as  I  have  seen  that  reel,  I  have  as  often  wondered 
how  many  fish  have  danced  to  its  music.  As  I 
lifted  the  latch  of  his  cottage  door  and  walked  into 
the  night,  I  devoutly  hoped  that,  as  with  the  old 
man,_  the  closing  days  of  my  life  might  be 
illuminated  with  angling  memories. 

Brown  Owl. 

FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Eev.  Gkkgoey  C.  Bathman,  A.K.C. 

•  (Continued  from  page  386.) 
CHAPTEE  yi.~continueA. 

The  Broad-leaved  Pond-weed  (Potamogeton 
natans)  (Fig.  64)  is  common  in  ponds  and  ditches 
but  more  so  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.  The 


tank  it  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  "as  has 
been  recommended  above  for  P.  natans.      '  ' 

The  Cape  Fragrant  Water  Lily  {Aponoaeton 
distachyon)  (Fig.  65)  grows  exceedingly  well  in  an 
aquarium,  and  is  very  graceful,  having  bright  green, 
ovate,  floating  leaves  on  very  long  stalks.  The 
groups  of  white  flowers  are  forked,  and  float  upon 
the  water:  they  remain  in  perfection  for  a  long 
time,  and  give  out  a  strong,  pleasant  smell.  This 
plant  may  be  propagated  by  division'  of  the  root, 
and  can  always  be  bought  for  a  small  sum  ranging 
from  Is.  6d.  to  .3s.  It  should  be  planted  in  a 
pot  containing  loam  and  silver  sand  mixed.  It  is 
a  rapid  grower  and  a  useful  and  ornamental  plant 
tor  the  tank.  I  have  found  that  it  will  not  flower 
well  unless  it  can  have  as  much  sunlight  as  is 
compatible  with  the  welfare  of  the  rest  of  the 
aquarium. 

The  Water  Chestnut  [Trapa  natans)  (Fi".  66), 
though  not  a  native  of  England,  is  a  gi-eat  favourite 
with  some  aquarium-keepers.  It  is  a  floating 
plant,  common  in  lakes  and  slow-running  rivers  of 
some  parts  of  Europe.  The  flowers  are  a  red.Ush- 
white.  The  fruit  is  large,  black,  and  armed  with 
four  spines  (Fig.  67).  The  seeds  are  good  to  eat, 
and  are  sometimes  used  in  soup ;  they  are  said  to 
have  a  taste  similar  to  that  of  the  chestnut,  hence 
tlie  common  name.     This    plant  can  often  be 


64.  Bboad-leaved  Pond-weed 
(Potamogeton  natans). 


only  drawback  that  I  know  of  to  the  presence  of 
this  plant  in  the  aquarium  is  the  liability  of  some 
ot  the  leaves  to  premature  decay  :  in  other  respects 
It  is  most  suitable  for  a  tank,  as  it  is  both  orna- 
mental and  a  good  producer  of  oxygen.  P.  natans 
has,  as  a  ^rule,  particularly  in  deep  water,  two  sets 
ot  leaves  :  the  upper  ones  float  upon  the  surface  at 
the  end  of  long  stalks,  which  are  able  to  adjust 
themselves  to  the  depth  of  the  pond  or  ditch  in 
which  they  are  growing;  the  lower  ones  are  often 
absent  m  shallow  water.  The  floating  leaves  are 
ovate,  and  2in.  or  Sin.  long ;  the  submerged  ones 
are  somewhat  similar  to  long  grass.    The  green 


Fig.  66.  Water  Chestnut  (Thapa  natans). 


Fig.  67.  Fruit  of  Trapa  natans 


moderate  sum 
be  obtained 


but 
more 


Fig.  65.  Cape  Fragrant  Water  Lily 
(Iponogeton  distachyon). 

flowers  grow  on  small  spikes  just  above  the  water 
This  weed  may  be  planted  in  a  pot  containing  loam 
and  silver  sand.  ° 

The  Close-leaved  Pond-weed  {Potamogeton 
densum)  is  quite  as  useful  and  beautiful  a  plant 
for  the  aquarium  as  P.  natans.  With  some  people 
It  has  the  preference  for  this  purpose.  Its  taperin^. 
pomted  leaves  are  of  a  lighter  green,  and  as  its 
specific  name  implies,  are  closely  placed  together 
it  IS,  If  anything,  a  freer  grower  than  the  Broad- 
leaved  Pond-weed,  and  is  consequently  a  -ood 
pr^ucer  of  oxygen.    When  an  occupant  of  the 

*  •Ttis^is^^n'^iSi^elT^^e^^^iid^T^^ 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fish%ng  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill 


bought  in  London  for  a 
perhaps  the  seed  might 
readily. 

The  Water  Awlwort  [Subularia  aquatica)  (Fig 
68)  has  been  strongly  recommended  as  a  plant 
suitable  for  an  aquarium,  but  I  have  never  been 


Fig.  68.  Water  Awlwort  (Subularia  aquatica) 

fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  specimen.  It  is  only 
as  a  rule,  found  in  mountain  lakes.  The  leaves] 
awl-like  in  shape,  grow  from  the  root,  which  is 
composed  of  long  white  fibres.  The  flowers  are 
small,  and  sometimes  are  borne  under  water. 
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Though  ahuost  everyone  knows  the  duckweed 
when  he  sees  it,  yet  very  few,  comparatively,  know 
what  an  interesting  plant  it  really  is.  Four  species 
of  duckweed  are  found  in  Great  IBritain,  and  all  are 
useful  and  pleasing  in  the  aquarium,  for  they  keep 
the  water  shaded  at  the  surface,  they  form  hiding- 
places  for  the  smallest  animals,  they  are  introduced 
without  trouble,  they  grow  well,  and  their  presence 
has  a  pleasing  effect.  Only  a  few  plants  should  be 
placed  in  a  tank  at  a  time,  as  they  multiply  rapidly. 
They  increase  by  offshoots  at  the  edges  of  the 
fronds.  The  duckweeds  are  the  smallest  of  all 
flowering  plants,  but  they  blossom  very  rarelv — 
the  Greater  Duckweeds  not  at  all  in  Britain.  In 
winter  they  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  water. 

(To  be  cmitinued.) 


DEY  FLY  DODGING. 


"When  I  went  down  there  on  May  1  things  were 
very  different  from  what  they  had  been  in  previous 
years,  and  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  one's 
claim  had  in  a  sense  been  jumped. 

Of  course  we  all  know  that  the  good  sportsman 
does  not  keep  everything  to  himself,  and  that  he  is 
as  a  rule  most  communicative  as  to  his  knowledge 
of  good  things,  even  to  the  point  of  generosity. 
When  two  fishermen  share  certain  knowledge, 
each  will  entreat  the  other  not  to  give  it  away  ; 
but  one  or  the  other,  probably  both,  will  in  due 
course  tell  outsiders  all  about  the  snug  spot  where 
the  trout  are  large,  numerous,  and  unsophisticated, 
and  so  the  number  of  rods  is  multiplied,  and  the 
trout,  though  they  get  thinned  out  somewhat,  still 
remain  fairly  large,  but  their  education  proceeds  at 
such  a  rate  that  they  can  take  honours  in  the 
schools.  Some  people  would  say  that  in  the  lower 
forms  of  life — say  among  fish,  for  instance — deduc- 
tive reasoning  does  not  exist.  Well,  if  it  does  not, 
there  is  some  unknown,  but  to  the  trout  equally 
useful,  quantity  which  is  forced  upon  the  angler's 
mental  retina,  and  bites  in  as  acid  on  the  stone. 

Well,  to  my  tale.  Eather  to  my  dismay  when  I 
got  there,  four  other  rods  were  in  evidence,  and 
the  stretch  is  but  just  over  the  mile.  This  is 
about  equally  divided  by  a  bridge,  and  there  is,  in 
local  phrase,  the  upper  and  the  lower  water. 

Now  the  trout  in  the  upj^er  water,  for  some 
reason  best  known  to  themselves,  never  come  on 
the  rise  at  all  until  Jlay  Fly  ;  the  water,  in  fact,  is 
not  worth  fishing  till  then.  So  we  five  rods  worked 
the  half  mile  of  "  lower  "  till  all  was  blue,  and 
this  went  on  for  three  solid  weeks.  The  water  was 
rather  low,  and  gin  itself  would  appear  almost 
muddy  in  comparison  with  it.  There  was  a  great 
hatch  of  Blue  Duns  every  day  about  eleven,  and 
the  trout  rose  wonderfully  well  for  a  couple  of 
hom"3  or  so,  but.  Great  Csesar  I  how  they  noticed 
everything,  for  all  the  world  like  a  smart  woman 
in  a  restaurant,  not  so  intent  upon  her  lunch  as  to 
prevent  her  seeing  various  other  things  to  which  a 
man  would  be  blind. 

The  natural  was  large  and  dark,  and  my  flies 
seemed  too  small  and  light,  so  in  my  extremity  I 
wired  to  Winchester  for  something  that  would 
perhaps  give  one  a  look  in.  So  with  these  and 
some  4  X  points  on  the  third  day  I  once  more  went 
in  pursuit  of  these  large,  numerous,  and  unsophisti- 
cated trout,  and  to  a  very  limited  extent  the  chase 
succeeded.  I  got  five  of  them  in  a  week.  The 
other  rods  did  no  more,  and  one  of  them,  a  young 
fellow  of  twenty,  worked  terrifically  hard  for  a 
fortnight  and  never  bagged  one. 

After  this  we  did  nothing  but  go  "  a  fishing." 
I  mean  we  went  "  a  fishing,"  and  that  was  all,  for 
nothing  happened  until  May  Fly. 

Then  a  few  more  rods  turned  up,  and  amongst 
them  was  a  keen  and  clever  angler  who  is  called 
"  Doctor."  He  ca  ne,  he  said,  because  he  had  heard 
the  trout  were  large,  numerous,  and  unsophisticated. 
He  worked  like  a  nigger,  and  hammered  the  water 
from  end  to  end  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  nine  at  night. 

He  had  his  meals  carried  out  to  him,  and  was 
sponged  and  rubbed  down  once  or  twice  a  day  by  a 
friend,  who  seemed  to  be  his  trainer.  At  the  end 
of  three  days  he  guessed  he  was  tired  of  fooling 
about  after  trout  like  these ;  and  left  to  go  to  a 
place  where  they  were  really  large,  etc.,  etc. 

The  upper  water  now  showed  signs  of  life,  but  a 
couple  of  days  skimmed  the  cream  off  it,  and  we 
all  agreed  that  so  far  it  was  a  frosty  May  Fly,  but 
hope  jumps  merrily  in  the  dry  flier's  chest. 


There  are  two  pretty  little  brooks  down  there, 
sort  of  tributaries  they  call  them,  each  about  half- 
a-mile,  one  overgrown  with  trees  and  bushes,  the 
other  afflicted  with  many  rushes. 

So  my  friend  John  and  I  went  and  tried  these, 
fishing  very  carefully  and  putting  a  dry  hackle 
May  Fly  over  every  little  open  bit  of  water,  rise  or 
no  rise.  We  had  some  pretty  fun,  and  with  any 
number  of  breaks  and  entanglements  we  yet 
managed  to  kill  about  three  brace  a  day  for  three 
days,  and  the  trout  were  in  capital  condition, 
averaging  almost  lib. 

So  I  daresay  we  shall  go  "  down  there  "  twice  a 
year,  as  usual,  though  the  impression  left  on  our 
minds  is  a  doubtful  one  as  to  whether  the  trout 
there  or  anywhere  else  are  large,  numerous,  and 
unsophisticated.  C.  W. 


THE  MUD  WOEM  AND  THE 
BLOOD  WOEM. 


The  close  resemblance  between  the  sound  of 
mud  worm  and  blood  worm  has,  I  find,  caused 
some  confusion  as  to  the  identity  of  these  curious 
and  interesting  creatures  whose  portraits  and  life 
histories  are  given  below.  I  may  therefore  say, 
without  further  preface,  that  the  mud  worm 
{Tubcx  rivulorum),  Fig.  1,  is  a  true  anelid  or 
worm,  and  is  an  aquatic  relation  of  the  garden 
worm,  while  the  blood  worm  (Fig.  2)  is  not  a 
worm  at  all,  but  is  the  larva,  or  what  corresponds 
to  the  caterpillar  of  the  big  gnat  or  midge  [Curetha 
plumicoriiis),  which  is  one  of  the  English  repre- 
sentatives of  that  widely-distributed  and  cosmo- 
politan family — the  mosquitoes.  When  Madame 
Midge  feels  impelled  to  attend  to  her  domestic 
affairs,  she  looks  out  for  a  fragment  of  floating 
grass,  stick,  or  the  like,  on  some  convenient  piece 
of  stagnant  water,  to  which  she  glues  an  egg. 
Around  this  she  attaches  other  eggs  until  the  whole 
form  a  beautifully  buoyant  raft  which  is  left  to 
voyage  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  elements  until 
the  young  larvae  emerge  and  commence  active 
life  on  their  own  account.  As  soon  as  they  are 
ready  to  do  this  a  kind  of  small  trap-door  opens 
at  the  lower  end  of  each  egg,  which  closes  again 
after  the  exit  of  their  inmates.  At  this  stage  of 
its  existence  it  is  a  very  active,  bright  red  creature, 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  is 
known  as  the  blood  worm,  or  "  wriggler."  In  this 
connection  it  was  the  cause  last  summer  of  a  rather 
humorous  incident.   Among  the  visitors  to  London 


Fig.  1. — A  Collection  op  T.  bivulorum  showing 
THE  Worms  extended  pbom  the  Base  on 
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was  an  American  gentleman  connected  with  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission.  I  introduced  the 
mud  worm  to  his  notice  as  a  food  for  trout  fry,  and 
he  decided  to  take  a  quantity  home  with  him  to  see 
if  it  was  possible  to  acclimatise  it  in  America. 
Arrangements  were  accordingly  made  with  Messrs. 
Green  and  Sons,  of  Covent  Garden,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  worms  from  which  the  sketch 
shown  in  Figs.  1  and  o,  to  supply  him  with  a  couple 
of  quarts  of  T.  rivuhrum  for  exportation.  It 
happened,  however,  that  he  was  very  friendly 
with  a  certain  fishing  tackle  seller,  whose  know- 
ledge of  the  scientific  side  of  angling  is  almost  as 
profound  as  that  of  a  rattlesnake  on  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul.  By  this  gentleman  he  was 
assured  that  I  was  a  great  gas-bag  who  knew 
nothmg  whatever  about  it,  and  that  the  thing  had 
better  be  left  in  his  hands  and  then  it  would  be 
sure  to  be  all  right.  The  Commissioner,  with  any- 
thing but  commendable  courtesy  after  the  trouble 


I  had  taken  on  his  account,  assented,  and  was 
furnished  by  the  erudite  tackle  seller  with,  of  all 
things  in  the  world,  a  quantity  of  blood  worms.  I 
have  often  wondered  since  at  what  amount  sterling 
Mr.  Commissioner's  remarks  would  have  been 
assessed  at  in  an  English  police-court  when  the 
larvie  in  due  course  hatched  out  into  midges,  and 
what  has  been  the  increase  in  the  virulence  of  the 
bite  of  the  "  Murrican "  mosquito  since  it  was 
crossed  with  the  English  gnat. 

Of  the  two  creatures  which  form  the  subject  of 
this  article  the  mud  worm  is  far  and  away  the 
most  valuable,  because  it  not  only  asbists  to 
purify  the  water  in  which  it  lives  by  extracting 
for  its  own  sustenance  minute  particles  of  matter 
held  in  suspension,  but  it  forms  a  food  for  fry 
which  cannot  be  excelled.    In  waters  suitable  to 


Fig.  2.— T.  bivulorum,  Magnified  about  Fifty 
Diameters. 

Fig.  3. — Labva  of  C.  plumicoenis,  Natueal  Size. 


its  habits,  it  increases  rapidly  and  very  soon  gives 
the  mud  on  v^'hich  it  has  taken  up  its  residence  the 
appearance  of  being  covered  with  patches  of  blood, 
hence  another  reason  why  it  is  so  frequently  con- 
founded with  the  blood  worm.  When  a  portion  of  a 
colony  is  detached  from  the  main  body  and  taken  out 
of  the  water,  it  will  be  foimd  to  be  a  vast  aggregation 
of  minute  worms  and  resembling  to  the  touch  a 
piece  of  very  glutinous  jelly  of  a  dull  red  colour. 
If  it  is  then  transferred  to  a  jar  of  clean  water  and 
left  for  a  short  time  it  assumes  the  oval  form 
shown  in  Fig.  and  bears  a  semblance  to  a 
beautiful  scarlet  sea  anemone  with  a  profusion  of 
short  and  exceedingly  fine  tentacles  constantly  in 
motion.  Apart  from  its  use  as  a  food  for  fish,  a  small 
collection  of  the  worms  forms  one  of  the  handsomest 
additions  that  can  be  made  to  an  aquarium  with  a 
supply  of  running  water.  I  have  frequently  had 
friends  of  mine  express  their  wonder  how  I  could 
possibly  keep  such  beautiful  anemones  in  fresh 
water,  and  it  was  hard  to  convince  them  that  the 
zoophites  they  were  admiring  were  the  product 
of  a  neighbouring  ditch.  Mud  worms  are  not, 
however,  good  inmates  for  a  still  water  aquarium, 
because,  although  they  flourish  in  ponds,  the 
lesser  volume  of  a  bowl  seems  to  upset  them,  and 
unless  carefully  watched  they  die,  and  foul  the 
water.  This  cannot  happen  in  a  hatching  tray, 
because  any  elements  of  decay  that  may  arise  from 
dead  worms  are  carried  off  by  the  current,  and 
moreover,  fry  feed  on  them  so  ravenously  that  thej' 
do  not  get  sufficient  time  allowed  them  to  die 
quietly  and  in  peace.  Their  value  for  feeding  trout 
or  any  other  alevins  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and 
for  this  reason.  In  the  course  of  my  experiments 
in  fish  hatching  I  have  noticed  that  fish  are 
subject  to  precisely  the  same  divergence  in 
growth  as  human  beings.  That  is  to  say, 
there  are  big  and  little  fish  just  as  there 
are  tall  and  short  people,  and  the  latter  pre- 
dominate over   the  former.     The  general  sup- 
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position  is  that  all  fish  will  grow  to  the  maximum  * 
size  of  their  race,  but  they  do  nothing  of  the  sort ; 
a  preponderance  of  numbers  always  remain  pigmies, 
while  a  comparative  few  attain  to  specimen  size. 
This  divergence  is  increased  and  made  permanent 
by  unlevel  feeding  in  the  alevin  stage.  In  the  case 
of  young  trout  brought  up  on  titurated  egg  or  on 
grated  liver,  the  strongest  and  most  active  fish 
obtain  the  lion's  share  of  the  food.  Such  a  thing 
is  rendered  impossible  by  the  use  of  mud  worms, 
because  immediately  the  fry  lose  the  umbilical  sac 
and  commence  to  feed  they  seek  the  clumps  of 
worms  placed  in  their  rearing  tray  and  help  them- 
selves at  their  leisure  to  as  much  as  they  require. 
If  the  lumps  are  placed  at  each  corner  of  the  tray 
the  fry  distribute  themselves  in  convenient  groups, 
and  thus  lessen  the  danger  of  gill  fever  from  over 
crowding.  Added  to  this,  no  matter  how  good  a 
current  runs  through  the  tray  from  the  supply  pipe, 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent  eddies,  consequently  stray 
particles  of  egg  and  of  liver  must,  in  obeying  the 
lav/s  of  gravitation,  find  their  way  to  the  bottom. 
Here  they  lie,  and  however  minute  they  may  be, 
they  decompose,  and  byssus,  the  great  enemy  of 
young  trout  at  this  very  critical  period  of  their 
lives,  immediately  makes  its  appearance.  I  there- 
fore venture  to  assert  that  any  pisciculturist  who 
has  the  wisdom  to  bring  up  his  alevins  on  mud 
worms  will  find  that  not  only  are  his  try  better 
developed  fish  than  they  would  be  if  fed  on  egg  and 
liver,  but  that  he  has  been  saved  the  immense 
amount  of  trouble,  entailed  upon  him  by  the 
preparation  of  these  two  substances. 

G.  E.  SiMMS. 


WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND  RIVERS, 
LIMERICK  DISTRICT. 


BxTBACTS  from  the  seventeenth  annual  report  of  the 
assistant-secretary  on  the  Pish  Preservation  Society's 
efforts  in  connection  with  Loughs  Derravaragh,  Owel, 
and  Ennell,  the  rivers  Inny  and  Brosna  and  their 
tcibutarias  in  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Longford 
during  the  seasons  of  1901  and  1902  :  — 

"  The  society  has  worked  along  through  good  report 
and  evil  report  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  and 
with  varying  fortune  and  success.  Encouragement 
only  came  from  the  few,  while  the  greater  number 
invariably  endeavoured  to  throw  cold  water  on  every 
effort  which  was  made  to  foster  and  encourage  sport. 

"  The  weight  of  the  work,  as  a  matter  of  course,  fell 
on  your  assistant-secretary,  who  was  often  very  much 
like  the  man  acd  his  ass  in  the  historic  fable,  only 
with  this  difference,  that  he  didn't  try  to  please  every- 
body but  carried  on  the  work  of  preservation  to  the 
best  of  his  experience  and  ability,  and  declined  to 
accept  the  scores  of  contradictory  opinions  and  advices 
as  to  how  the  business  should  or  ought  to  be  done. 

"  But  it  will  be  asked  —Where  is  the  result  for  all 
the  money  and  effort  which  has  been  expended  ? 
Where  is  the  sport  which  should  have  been  the  natural 
outcome  of  all  trouble  and  expenditure  ?  These  are, 
of  course,  very  pertinent  questions  and  difficult  to 
answer  satisfactorily,  but  my  direct  reply  is — as  I  have 
often  before  stated— that  climatic  chacges  have  affected 
the  fish  so  much  that  their  whole  c<^urse  of  feeding 
has  been  altered  to  such  a  material  extent  as  to  cause 
almost  a  complete  revolution.  This  change  may,  and 
I  have  little  doubt  will,  revert  back  again  to  its 
normal  condition  provided  the  seasons  do  the  same. 
If  any  of  ourselves  changed  our  residence  to  a  totally 
different  climate  I  am  pretty  sure  there  would 
necessarily  ba  a  complete  alteration  in  our  dietary 
scale;  in  fact,  the  new  condition  of  matters  would 
make  it  compulsory  whether  we  willed  it  or  not. 

_ "  I  do  not  intend  to  fill  up  my  report  with  any  of  the 
different  causes  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
assigned  for  the  falling  ofi  in  the  matter  of  angling  sport, 
with  the  exception  of  one  which  seems  to  have  taken 
hold  more  firmly  than  any  of  the  rest  in  the  minds  of  the 
greater  number,  and  which  is  simply,  "  That  the  larger 
fish  are  eating  the  smaller  ones."  To  this  I  have  to 
reply  that  so  long  as  I  remember  the  same  thing 
always  occurred,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  continue 
so  to  the  end  ot  time.  There  were  always,  I  presume, 
big  fish  and  little  fish  in  the  lakes,  and  I  suppose 
always  will  be. 

"  The  efforts  at  fish  protection— I  emphatically  state 
—have  not  failed  to  provide  an  abundant  stock  of  fish, 
but  all  the  wit  of  man  cannot,  and  will  not,  induce 
them  to  rise  to  our  liking  when  they  don't  care  to. 
If  you  will  just  inquire  from  any  of  the  respectable 

*  All  roach  fishermen  will  have  noticed  that  for  one 
roach  of  a  pound  in  weight,  they  catch  scores  of  from 
six  to  seven  inches  in  length.  I  doubt  from  what  I 
have  seen  of  the  early  growth  of  the  fry  whether  these 
latter  fish  would  ever  reach  a  greater  size,  however 
long  they  might  be  allowed  to  live. 


local  fishermen  for  their  unvarnished  opinion  as  to 
the  stock  of  fish  they  will  candidly  admit,  and  thoy 
know  it,  that  the  lakes  are  abundantly  stocked  ;  then 
in  reference  to  the  question  as  to  why  the  fish  don't 
rise  I  have  only  to  say  that  it  is  an  almost  unsolvable 
problem  to  most  people,  and  made  much  more  difficult 
of  solution  byithe'various  and  contradictory  reasons 
suggested. 

"  Since  presenting  you  with  my  report  for  the  previous 
season  I  have  turned  into  various  parts  of  Lough  Eunel 
1000  rainbow  trout  from  Mr.  Wilson  Armistead's  trout 
farm  at  Sher'cock,  in  the  county  Cavan — the  generous 
gift  of  C.  Brinsley  Marlay,  Esq.,  D,L.  Not  one  of  the 
fish  died  in  transit.  Mr.  Marlay  has  behaved  very 
handsomely  to  the  society  ever  since  its  inception, 
and  has  always  taken  the  keenest  interest  in  its 
welfare.  Of  the  rainbow  trout  put  into  Loughs  Owel 
and  Ennel  in  October,  1898,  only  two  have  been  taken 
so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  and  whether  these  fish  are 
to  be  a  success  or  not  will  remain  for  subsequent  years 
to  show. 

"  The  past  spawning  season  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful I  have  experienced.  I  can  safely  say  that  I 
never  saw  a  larger  run  of  fish  up  the  tributary  streams  ; 
and  if  the  reports  of  their  scarcity  had  any  foundation 
then  surely  the  matter  would  be  noticeable  in  the 
spawning  streams,  but  it  was  quite  the  other  way.  I 
do  not  think  poaching  was  rife  this  time  as  the  R.  I. 
Constabulary  were  extremely  vigilant  and  gave  very 
valuable  assistance. 

"  There  were  several  parties  found  under  suspicious 
circumstances  about  the  Dysart  river,  but  I  considered 
one  case  only  as  strong  enough  to  undertake  a 
prosecution. 

"  In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  a  case  of  netting  on 
Lake  Derravaragh  in  which  two  men  named  M. 
Kearney  and  P.  Gorman  were  engaged.  They  were 
brought  up  on  summons  before  the  magistrates  at 
Castlepollard  Petty  Sessions,  and  substantially  fined. 
In  an  interpleader  issue,  which  was  subsequently  tried 
in  the  Superior  Courts,  some  interesting  facts  came  to 
light  as  to  the  extent  illegal  fishing  had  been  carried 
out  on  Lough  Glore,  and  the  immense  quantities  of 
fish  which  were  consigned  to  the  Dublin  market  by 
Kearney,  who  admitted  they  were  netted  by  him  in 
Lough  Lene  and  Lough  Glore.  The  parties  were 
cleverly  captured  by  the  Castlepollard  police  as  was 
believed  at  the  first  attempt  on  Lough  Derravaragh. 

"  The  crop  of  black-headed  gulls  which  has  lately 
attracted  so  much  attention  has  increased  and 
multiplied.  They  are  in  myriads  almost  everywhere, 
both  on  land,  bog,  and  water.  The  nesting  places  in 
the  great  moors  of  Ireland  are  wonderful  scenes  of 
bird  life.  In  these  places  you  will  see  their  nests,  not 
in  hundreds  but  in  thousands  ;  you  can  hardly  put 
your  foot  down  without  crushing  a  nest,  and  I  dare 
say  they  are  protected  under  the  Wild  Birds'  Act.  I 
am  afraid  these  pests  of  our  lakes  will  eventually 
extinguish  our  beloved  Green  Drake.  I  note  that  this 
gull  epidemic  has  been  receiving  attention  in  other 
quarters,  and  I  am  glad  of  it. 

"As  I  mentioned  last  year  the  cormorants  continue 
to  visit  the  lakes  in  numbers,  especially  Lough  Owel. 
I  shot  several  during  the  winter,  but  never  found  any 
fish  in  their  crops  except  rudd  and  pike.  There  are 
no  rudd  (or  roach  as  they  are  wrongly  called)  in  Lough 
Owel,  and  I  had  always  thought  that  these  birds  fed 
chiefly  on  char,  which  abound  in  this  lake,  but  which 
are  rarely  taken  now,  although  in  former  years  they 
rose  freely  to  the  Green  Drake.  Latterly  they  must 
have  adopted  the  example  of  the  trout  and  taken 
to  bottom  feeding.  The  cormorants,  although  web- 
footed,  alight  and  rest  on  the  tops  of  the  trees  on  the 
smaller  islands,  and  the  branches  where  they  perch 
always  wither  and  die  away.  They  are  extremely 
wary  birds,  and  will  carefully  reconnoitre  an  island 
before  they  venture  to  alight  on  the  tree  tops,  other- 
wise they  would  be  fewer  in  number. 

"  Otters  have  become  very  numerous  about  the  lakes, 
and  in  fact  all  over  the  county,  and  must  necessarily 
do  an  immense  deal  of  mischief  among  the  salmon 
and  trout.  A  great  many  fish  were  found  dead  on  the 
banks  of  the  streams  ;  one  trout  on  the  Carriok  river 
weighed  71b.  A  gentleman  told  me  the  fish  were  so 
thick  in  this  river  that  one  could  walk  over  on  them. 

"  Some  of  the  best  reaches  of  the  river  Dale,  in  the 
Drogheda  district  of  Westmeath,  have  been  simply 
denuded  of  all  its  trout  by  otters,  and  one  may  seek 
sport  in  vain  even  on  the  most  likely  days.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  see  otters  along  this  river  even  in  broad 
daylight,  although  the  animal  is  essentially  a  nocturnal 
prowler  and  rambler.    I  only  wish  there  was  sufficient 
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on  the  nerves  by  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres  over- 
indulgence, or  exhausting  excitement.  The  most  shattered 
constitution  may  derive  benefit  from  Hollow'ay's  Pills,  which  will 
regulate  disordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the  ener"V 
of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing  memoi-v" 
By  attentively  studying  the  instructions  for  taking  these  Pills 
and  obediently  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most  despondent 
will  soon  feel  contideiit  of  a  pei'fect  recovery. 


public  spirit  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  organise 
and  maintain  a  pack  of  otter  hounds.  It  is  the  only 
Item  wanting  to  complete  the  circle  of  sport  in  West- 
meath, and  I  am  sure  it  would  become  immensely 
attractive  and  popular. 

"  The  salmon  spawning  in  both  the  Limerick  and 
Drogheda  districts  of  the  county  was  of  a  high  order 
m  the  past  close  season.  The  Inny  and  its  tributaries 
showed  a  very  good  head  of  spawning  fish,  while  the 
Horseleap  river  was  full  of  salmon  and,  subsequently, 
sea-trout. 

"The  establishment  of  a  fish  hatchery  is,  in  my 
opmion,  impracticable  ;  and  I  further  believe  it  would 
be  superfluous  in  this  county.       "  W  J  Thomas 

"  May  12,  1902." 


CORONATION  HOLIDAYS. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  26  and  27,  a 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  in  force  in  the  suburban 
district,  and  a  large  number  of  late  trains  will  be  run 
from  London  for  the  convenience  of  persons  viewing 
the  decorations  and  illuminations.  Cheap  excursion 
bookings  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  June  25  and  26, 
from  Liverpool-street  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Spalding,  Sleaford,  Lincoln,  Gainsborough, 
Doncaster,  Hull,  and  York,  also  to  the  principal  towns 
m  the  counties  of  Essex,  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk, 
etc.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the 
company's  West-end  booking  offices,  51,  New  Oxford- 
street,  215,  Edgware-road,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and 
West-end  offices.  On  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  26 
and  27,  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  etc.  Ex- 
cursion tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to  Epping 
Forest  (Loughton  and  Chingford),  Broxbourne,  and 
Rye  House.  A  special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  at 
frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool-street  and  Pen- 
church-street  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Rye  House. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  in  good  condition 
here  with  a  good  stream  rmming.  Sport  among  the 
roach  has  been  good.  Mr.  Austin,  fishing  with  R. 
Young  at  Medenham,  has  taken  some  701b.  of  roach  in 
two  days.  On  June  21,  Mr.  G.  Clement  took  four 
chub,  best  fish  51b.,  while  fishing  early  morning  with 
S.  Arlett,  and  a  patron  of  G.  Games  took  26|lb.  of 
roach ;  on  the  same  date  a  local  angler  took  some  chub 
up  to  41b.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken  another  trout 
of  41b.  13oz.  while  fishing  above  Shiplake.  No  barbel 
yet ;  good  sport  should  follow  during  the  next  few  davs 
— S.  M.  &  J 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— During  the 
week  silver  bream  came  up  stream  fast,  and  are 
giving  good  sport  with  worm  for  bait ;  largest  had  this 
week  l|lb.,  several  lib.  each.  Roach  seen  here  in 
shoals ;  they  are  clean,  but  rather  sickly,  only  a  few 
caught.  Perch  anglers  at  present  are  more  on  for 
trying,  as  they  are  now  giving  best  sport,  plenty  at 
times  to  be  had  by  the  locks.  Dace  are  being  caught 
with  the  fly,  but  the  best  are  bad  with  the  brandling 
worm  or  gentle.  Gudgeon  are  seen  in  shoals,  and  are 
being  had  in  the  evening  when  tried  for.  Water  is  in 
grand  condition ;  all  free  fishing  for  miles. — John  O: 
Geoege,  Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Parningham).— May  Fly  seems  to 
have  disappeared,  but  the  trout  on  the  stretch 
which  I  fish  do  not  seem  glutted,  for  I  had  one 
of  the  best  bits  of  sport  I  can  remember  on  this 
part  of  the  river  on  Saturday  (June  21).  Beginning 
about  5  or  5.30  it  lasted  till  6.30,  when  I  left  off, 
satisfied  with  having  taken  seven  trout  on  dry  fly 
in  that  time.  I  had  an  undersized  fish  also  before 
the  rise  began.  This  had  been  returned,  and  the  first 
two  fish  of  the  seven  turned  out  also  just  under 
limit.  Then  I  lost  a  big  fish,  but  after  that  the 
record  was  unbroken — five  sizeable  fish  (best  13oz.)  on 
Quill  Gnats  in  a  very  short  time.  Every  fish  I 
covered  took  at  once,  and  was  duly  netted,  till  I  felt 
it  would  be  a  shame  to  continue.  The  Red  Quill  (a 
killed  very  small  fly  tied  by  Messrs.  Parley,  of 
Putney,  a  little  better  than  the  Grey.  The  flood  has. 
quite  disappeared,  and  the  water  is  low. — J.  P.  T. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- Plentiful  rain  has 
been  welcomed  by  all  anglers,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  ordinary  fish  season  looks  favourable.  Salmon 
have  been  taken  in  good  numbers  by  the  net 
fishermen,  and  the  rod  fishermen  have  also  done  well 
at  Bickleigh,  Tiverton,  Brampford  Speke,  and  the 
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The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  Its  members 
in  everything  affecting  their  Interests.  It  will  also  act  when  required  as  a  Private 
Agency  for  letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  most  of  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers, 
the  Association  will  be  m  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in 
Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information.  For  further  details  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


RSAD  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2$.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  haviug  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackle  Manufaciurer,Omagh, Ireland. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES"" 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Lid 


PORCELAIN 

ROD  RINGS. 

Anglers  may  now  obtain  the  genuine 
Porcelain  Rings,  as  recently  described  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  from 

F.  W.  DALE, 

Ang-lers'  Depot, 
HANLEY,  STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Your  feet  . 
never  tire  in 

Miers'  Box  Calf 

Walkin;*  or  standing,  it  treats  your  feet  so 
well  that  you  will  never  wear  any  other  make 
once  you  have  tried  it.  It  gives  and  takes 
wonderfully  with  the  movements  of  your 
feet;  always  looks  "dressy";  is  easily 
cleaned  ;  never  becomts  hard  or  creased. 
But  be  sure   it  is  MIERS'  BOX  CALF. 

AjJien'can  iinifations  do  iiof  equal 
it.  To  ev sure  i^efting  the  genuine 
article,  innisf  on  rceeiviu^  with 
each  Pair  a  free  box  of  "  COBRA  " 
Polisfi  with  our  name  — 

W.  &  n.  MIERS,  Ltd. 

—  across  the  Ud.  as  a  guarantee. 

Let  us  have  your  name  and  the  name  of 
your  bootmaker  and  we  will  send  you 
specimen  box  and  descriptive  pamplil^t  fi-ee. 
\<m  will  be  pleased  with  both. 

W.  &  H.  MIERS,  Ltd.  LEEDS. 

[I.ON. 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft     Good  for  Harness 

WHOIiSSALB  VBOIi 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London. 


TROUT, 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 

Yearling,  Two  Tear  and  Three  Year  Old 
Troat  for  Stooking, 

Pricen   from   H.   H,  GRAY. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      Ij.  6d.  i     PerlOO  yards. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike        ...      8«.  Od.  I  Green 
Salmon    ...      4».  id.  ]       on  Boards 
The  New   "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 


M.  BARNES, 


WHOLKSALB    ANI»  RETAIL 

FISHING  TACKLE  BZAKBR, 

I.  St.  Swithin'a  Sqnaro,  LINCOLN. 


PAL  IMPROVEMENTS  in  FISHING  TACEE. 

MORRISS'  PATENT  INVISIBLE  HOOKS. 


May  Flies  on  these  Hooks  are  Perfection. 


L  .  cSample 


on 

Application. 

2/-  doz.  Sold 
everywhere. 

3  doz.  on  receipt 
of  P.O.  for  6/-. 


Sample  on 
Application. 


SALMON  FLIES. 


2/-  each.    Sold  every- 
where. 

J -doz.  P.O.  for  12/-. 


MORRISS'   CARSON  SPINNER. 


THE  only  Spinner  that  will  catch 
Trout  and  Perch  when  off  the  fly. 
TRIED  and  PROVED  successful. 


Samples  on  application. 


Sold  everywhere.  6/- 
J  doz.  3/-. 


doz. 


ALFRED  MORRISS. Marston  Works.REDDITCH. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,Marston  &  CoMi'ANY.Ltd. 
St.  Dimstan'.s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


KEATINC'S 
POWDER 
KILLS 


BUGS 
FLEAS 
FLIES 
BEETLES 


Tins  3d.6d.ls-BELL0WS  9d 


TROUT. 

FRY,  YEARLIHGS,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

BROWN  TROUT.  LOCH  LBVEN.  RAIN- 
BOW, and  SEA  TROUT. 

From  very  large  parent  Ash,  can  be  obtained 
from 

Lord  Montagu's  Beaollen  Fisben 

AND 

Chas.  Braon's,  Esq.,  Sowiey  Fishery 

For  Price  Lists  and  full  particulars  apply  to 
IVlr.  E.  Collins,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu's 
Beaulieu  Fishery,  Beaullea,  Hants ;  and  to  C. 
Braun,  Esq.,  The  Fishery,  Sowiey  House, 
Lyraington,  Hants. 


INNERLEITHEN,  N.B.,  SPLENDID  FISHING. 

Tweed  and  streams,  no  restrictions.  Beautiful 
scenery.  .Splendid  cycling  roads.  Golf.  Descrip- 
tive Guide  and  List  of  Houses  to  Let,  free,  from 
Wm.  Hutton,  High  Street. 


X-OOK  !     X.OOXS:  I 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS.  The  Best 
Eailv  Bait  for  all  kinds  of  fish  is  the  CADDIS 
GRUB.    Half  Pint,  Is.  2d.  Free. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


First-class    ROYAL    MAIL  and 
PASSENGER  STEAMERS. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
amidships. 


BEST  ROUTE  for  SPORTSMEN 
and  FISHERMEN. 


Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO.  (Ltd.), 
Hull;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall; 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DO  WELL,  16,  St.  .Tames's 
Street,  S.  W.  ;  COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  E. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


FOR  SALE. 

First-class  Fishing-  Rod,  Tackle, 
and  Sports  Business. 

Well  known.  Established  17  years. 
Main  thoroughfare,  principal  city  in 
North  of  England.  Exceptional  oppor- 
tunity. Satisfactory  reasons  for  disposal. 
For  particulars  apply  to  "  K.  G.,"  General 
Post  Office,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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immediate  neighbourhood,  Messrs.  Coombe,  Crossou, 
and  others  capturing  fish ;  the  best  salmon  was  one 
of  181b.  that  I  have  heard  of.  The  first  dish  of  white- 
bait caught  on  June  10  was  handed,  as  is  customary, 
by  Mr.  T.  Dixon,  lock-keeper  at  Turf  on  the  Exeter 
Canal,  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor.  Some  dace  have 
been  caught  at  Exwick  of  good  size,  and  a  few  perch 
and  eels  in  the  Canal,  but  at  present  the  loyal  anglers 
are  very  much  interested  in  the  Coronation  and  its 
festivities  here  as  elsewhere.  Prospects  at  present  are 
good. — "  Red  Palmee." 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Anglers  have  been  very  few  on  the  drains  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire and  South  Lincolnshire  this  week.  One 
reason  has  been  the  bad  weather  up  to  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  another  bad  reports  of  the  fishing  experienced 
by  those  who  braved  the  weather  conditions.  Every- 
where roach  are  reported  backward.  The  only  fish 
really  worth  taking  are  perch  and  bream.  The 
Coronation  holidays  are,  however,  likely  to  induce  a 
number  of  people  to  come  this  way  at  the  present 
week  end.  I  hear  the  railway  companies  are  running 
their  excursions  for  Thursday  instead  of  Saturday. 
Apparently  the  weather  is  bidding  favourably,  par- 
ticularly for  trout  fishers  in  the  upper  district. — 
Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — A  good  many  anglers 
are  expected  to  visit  the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane,  &c., 
during  the  Coronation  holidays.  The  water  is  in 
very  fair  order,  having  fined  down.  The  Lea  has  been 
thick,  and  the  flushing  it  has  undergone  should  prove 
very  beneficial.  No  trout  are  reported  taken.  Some 
dace  have  been  caught  at  Hertford  and  Ware,  and  at 
Hoddesdon,  in  private  water,  I  hear  of  chub  up  to 
31b.  6oz.  being  taken.  Roach  up  to  lib.  have 
also  been  taken  there.  The  roach,  generally 
speaking,  are  out  of  condition  yet.  These  fish  can  be 
caught  in  the  public  reaches  of  the  Lea  on  Tuesday 
next.  White  paste  and  caddis  ought  to  prove  good 
baits  when  the  reaching  season  opens.  The  Stort  is 
in  very  fair  ply,  and  some  nice  roach  are  being  caught. 
Burntmill,  Harlow,  and  Sawbridge worth  are  good 
stations  to  fish. — Izaak  Walton. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Heavy  rain  has 
fallen  since  last  report.  The  river  was  in  full  flood  on 
Friday,  June  20,  but  at  present  time  of  reporting  has 
gone  down  sufliciently  for  fly-fishing.  No  more  rain 
is  needed  for  several  weeks  to  come,  and  in  this  case 
the  fishing  ought  to  be  good.  The  early  mornings,  if 
bright,  from  8. a.m.  should  not  be  neglected,  as  at  this 
time  of  year  a  brisk  rise  occasionally  takes  place,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  fly  fisher's  sport  will  no  doubt  be  in 
the  evenings.  Several  good  fish  have  recently  been 
tiken  on  the  worm  and  minnow  in  parts  of  the  river 
where  these  lures  are  allowed. — Heeon. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Mr.  G.  H.  Holloway 
has  secured  a  splendid  chub  of  41b.  ll^oz.  on  a  fly,  and 
it  is  being  set  up.  Roach  up  to  lib.  9oz.  have  been 
taken,  and  the  weather  and  water  are  in  perfect 
condition  for  anglers. — E.  Collinsok. 

Severn,  VsirnTvy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Unsettled  weather,  with  frequent  and  very 
heavy  showers,  has  prevailed  here  for  some  time  past, 
so  that  all  these  rivers  have  been,  more  or  less,  above 
their  usual  level  and  very  much  discoloured.  At  present 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  decided  change  for  the  better 
in  every  respect,  as  the  wind  now  is  due  south  with  the 
barometer  gradually  rising,  so  that  in  a  few  days, 
should  there  be  no  further  rainfall,  all  these  rivers 
will  be  in  first-rate  condition  after  the  good  scouring 
out  they  have  recently  experienced,  and  the  good  time 
coming,  so  long  looked  for  this  season  by  anglers,  will 
be  an  accomplished  fact. — Vxenwy. 

Witbam,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
There  was  a  better  attendance  of  anglers  on  the  banks 
of  the  Witham  at  the  week-end  than  there  was  at  the 
commencement  of  the  season  on  Monday.  Still  the 
complaint  is  the  same,  no  fish  worth  catching.  Bream 
are  difficult  to  find,  roach  have  not  left  the  spawn- 
ing grounds,  and  pike,  though  they  spawned  in 
April,  are  yet  lank  and  flabby,  and  not  at 
all  worthy  of  pursuit.  Perch  are  in  moderate  condi- 
tion, but  difficult  to  find.  The  same  report  holds  good 


Special  Koticc  to  our  Readers. 

On  SATURDAY,  JULY  19,  we  shall  publish  our  SUMMER 
HOLIDAY  NUMBER  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette."    The  Special 
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/  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  readers  of  the  ' '  Fishing 
Gazette  "  who  will  send  me  the  names  and  addresses  of 
anglers  who  do  not  at  present  take  the  paper,  in  order 
that  I  may  send  them  a  Specimen  Copy. 


This  Special  Number  will  also  be  sent  to  every  important  Hotel 
and  Inn  in  good  Fishing  Districts  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


for  the  drains  about  Boston.  Weeds,  however,  will 
furnish  a  nuisance  in  this  locality  unless  they  are  soon 
cut.  The  only  sport  I  have  heard  of  has  been  a  little 
in  the  deep  waters  about  the  Grand  Sluice.  Doubtless 
some  anglers  will  spend  their  Coronation  holidays  by 
the  water  side,  as  the  Great  Northern  are  announcing 
trips  from  the  great  tovms  of  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire.— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  in  excellent  order  for  fishing,  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  Dibbing  (or  dapping)  has  also  been 
pursued  with  success,  chiefiy  with  natural  May  Fly, 
as  there  is  a  good  few  of  this  delicate  and  attractive 
fly  yet  on  these  waters.  The  warm  weather  we  are 
now  having  will  make  the  evenings  the  best  time  to 
fish.  Mr.  W.  Frost,  fishing  the  deep  water  at  Matlock 
Bath,  took  a  very  good  trout,  its  weight  being  lib.  12oz., 
caught  with  minnow.  Mr.  J.  Henstock,  one  trout,  with 
Devon  Minnow ;  Mr.  Buxton,  four  brace,  taken  by 
throwing  the  natural  May  Fly,  fishing  from  a  boat  at 
Matlock  Bath.  The  prospects  for  this  week  appear 
to  be  very  good,  as  a  nice  woodland  water  is  coming 
down  the  Derwent,  and  I  hope  to  give  a  better  report 
next  week.  Flies  that  will  be  useful  are  the  May  Ply, 
Yellow  Dun,  Yellow  Sally  (or  Dotterel  Hackle),  Dark 
Spinner,  Black  Gnat,  Golden  Palmer,  and  Orange 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorks). — With  everybody  preparing  for  the  universal 
Coronation  festivities,  angling  news  is  hard  to  get  at. 
The  few  trout  fishermen  out  up  the  Yore  during  the  past 
few  days  have,  however,  had  very  fair  sport,  and  some 
nice  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon,  the  Natural  Minnow,  fished  on  "  Ariel " 
tackle,  and  with  casts  of  flies  made  up  from 
the  Poult  Bloa,  Black  Midge,  Brown  Owl, 
Knotted  Midge,  Bracken  Clock,  Orange  Partridge, 
and  Snipe  Bloa.  The  dace  have  also  afforded  nice 
sport  in  the  lower  waters,  and  have  at  times  risen 
grandly  to  my  special  dace  fly — a  fly  I  can  confidently 
recommend  to  kill  this  sportive  fish  on  any  river.  One 
afternoon,  being  out  of  the  reach  of  trout  fishing,  I 
killed  twenty-three  fine  fish  with  it  in  an  hour,  during 
bright  sunshine.  At  Boroughbridge  and  Myton  coarse 
fishing  has  opened  out  well— better  than  was  expected. 
Several  good  baskets  have  been  got;  during  the  week 
Mr.  J,  Pickersgill  and  others  have  landed  some  fine 
barbel,  the  baskets  ranging  from  101b  to  301b. 
Very  fair  returns  are  to  hand  from  the  Swale, 
but  I  notice  the  river  is  running  low  again  in 
the  upper  waters  as  I  crossed  Morton  Bridge 
this  morning.  Lower  down  the  coarse  fishermen 
have  not  so  far  made  any  remarkable  catches ; 
the  fact  is  pike  and  perch  are  very  backward  in 
condition,  and  roach  and  chub  would  do  with  a 
little  more  time.  As  far  as  personal  experience 
goes,  the  dace  are  brighter  than  anything,  although  I 
hear  some  barbel  taken  from  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Wharfe  were  in  very  nice  trim,  and  at  Baldersby 
fishing  has  been  good,  and  fish  are  feeding  well. 
On  Saturday,  June  21,  Mr.  J.  Dobson  and 
others  landed  some  fine  baskets  of    mixed  fish ; 


J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  holds  the  largest  stock  of  trout  flies,  sea-trout 
flies,  salmon  flies,  casts,  and  general  fishing  tackle  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  general  requirements 
and  locality  required  (la-  to  ensure  suitable  goods  being  sent  by 
return.  .Selections  of  flies  and  suitable  mounted  casts  made  up 
for  any  season  for  all  parts  of  the  countiy.  J.  E.  Miller  has 
been  a  practical  angler  for  over  30  years,  and  only  sends  out 
practical  goods  ;  his  selections  can  always  be  relied  upon. 


the  West  Riding  rivers  are  now  running  in  very  fair 
volume.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe,  but  sport  has  only  been  of  a 
meagre  character,  and  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods,  Ilkley  districts  very  moderate  bag-, 
have  been  made  ;  a  few  fish  have  been  got  with  the 
fly,  the  following  being  the  best  killera :  Brown 
Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Dark  Watchet,  Stone  Midge, 
Knotted  Midge,  and  Yellow-legged  Bloa.  Only  few 
fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Otley  and  Pool  lengths. 
The  lower  reaches  of  this  river  have  been  fairly 
patronised  by  the  bottom  fishermen,  more  particularly 
at  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf ;  during  the 
week  several  fine  baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  made 
and  shown  at  various  angling  club-houses.  At  Tad- 
caster  the  barbel  continue  to  be  on  the  feed  and  good 
baskets  have  been  made.  On  Friday,  June  20,  Mr. 
Davis  had  a  remarkably  good  afternoon's  fishing.  His 
basket  of  eleven  fish  weighed  3Slb.,  the  largest  being 
6.Jlb.  On  Saturday  about  fifty  rods  were  out  between 
Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf,  and  several  good  baskets  were 
got,  Messrs.  Mosley,  Pickersgill,  Thomas,  Grimshaw, 
and  others  capturing  good  fish.  Several  baskets  ranging 
from  101b.  to  401b.  of  barbel  have  bsen  caught ;  several 
fish  weighing  over  51b.  were  caught  with  worm  on  the 
finest  of  tackle.  The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  better 
this  week.  Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  been  fairly 
good  ;  the  river  has  been  slightly  coloured.  In  the 
district  of  Pately  Bridge  and  Dacre  Banks  sport  has 
been  good,  Messrs.  Haley,  Childs,  Mitchell,  and  others 
have  caught  some  fine  baskets  of  trout.  Very  few 
rods  have  been  seen  at  Knaresborough,  but  in  the  lower 
reaches  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish  has  been 
very  fair.  On  Saturday,  J.  Grassham  had  good 
sport  amongst  chub  and  barbel,  his  basket 
weighing  101b.  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham  also  had  fine 
sport,  his  creel  containing  181b.,  mostly  chub. 
The  Rye,  Riccal,  and  Derwent  still  continue  to 
fish  well,  some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout  having  been 
caught  with  the  fly.  The  members  of  the  Leeds 
Amalgamated  Angling  Society  "  coronate  ''  by  fishing 
a  match  on  Thursday.  Ic  is  estimated  that  some  five 
hundred  will  get  away  from  the  madding  crowd  and 
peg  down  at  Beokwith.  I  sincerely  hope  they  will 
be  favoured  with  King's  weather  and  tight  lines.  The 
gentle  should  be  the  best  bait  for  roach,  dace,  etc., 
and  trout  fishermen  will  find  the  following  flies  to  kill 
well  if  the  weather  is  favourable,  viz.,  Yellow  Part- 
ridge, Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Spider  Fly,  Knotted 
Midge,  Stone  Midge,  and  Dotterel  or  Yellow. — John 
E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — A  great  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  weather,  which  is  now  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  this  season  of  the  year.  During  Sunday  night 
a  genial  shower  of  rain  fell,  and  on  Monday  there  was 
brilliant  sunshine,  the  wind  being  light  and  warm  from 
the  south.  With  the  change  for  the  better  in  the 
weather  anglers  should  have  increased  sport,  the  water 
being  in  capital  condition  and  a  good  appearance  of  fish 
in  most  of  the  pools.  A  few  salmon  were  kUled  last 
week,  one  of  81b.  being  got  on  the  Forglen  water  at 
Turrifi.  Sea  trout  are  getting  scarce,  but  fair  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  were  got  lately  on  the  Duff  House  and 
other  sections.  The  improvement  in  the  net  fishings 
in  the  river  and  coast  is  well  maintained.  On  Satur- 
day, June  21,  the  swell  on  the  sea  did  not  allow  of  the 
leaders  to  be  removed,  and  on  Jilonday  a  large  number 
of  salmon  and  grilse  were  taken  from  the  various  nets. 
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The  yield  of  fish  by  the  nets  from  the  river  was  also 
good.  They  are  of  splendid  quality,  grilse  averaging 
51b.  and  salmon  121b.  On  Monday,  three  large  boxes, 
averaging  2cwt.  each,  were  sent  to  the  markets. — 
H.  W. 

IiOch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable  and  cold,  and  fish  have  not  been 
taking  so  well  as  last  week.  The  following  clubs  have 
competed  since  last  report ; — Dundee  West  End  (six- 
teen rods),  forty-seven  trout,  471b.  7oz. — first  prize, 
Mr.  McLean,  sis  trout,  61b.  1-loz. ;  Clackmannan  Club 
(fifteen  rods)  captured  with  fly  thirty  trout,  311b  4oz. — 
first,  Mr.  C.  Thomson,  five  trout,  51b.  The  West  of 
Scotland  Club  held  a  two-days'  competition.  At  the 
first  competition  Mr.  R.  R.  Auld  was  first  with  six 
trout— 51b.  15oz. — and  on  the  following  day  first  place 
was  assigned  Mr.  T.  Russell  with  nine  trout. 
Sib.  Soz.  Dundee  Club  had  a  muster  of  twenty-three 
rods,  and  accounted  for  seventy-nine  trout,  681b.  13oz. 
First,  Mr.  J.  A,  G.  Kirk,  ten  trout— 111b.— with  fly.  Pri- 
vate parties,  Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Edgar,  PoUokshaws, 
five  trout,  81b. ;  heaviest  trout,  31b.  Mr.  Young,  Aber- 
dour,  eight  trout,  81b ;  Major  Reid  five  trout,  71b.  8oz., 
and  eight  trout,  71b.  8oz.  respectively.  Mr.  Durward 
Lely,  eight  trout,  61b.  Soz.  Mr.  Hugh  Forrester,  Alloa, 
eight  trout,  81b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Dalziel  and  Mr.  Tennant, 
North  Berwick,  nine  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie, 
Edinburgh,  eight  trout,  81b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Bartholomew, 
Leeds,  six  tout,  51b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Reffitt  and  Mr.  Ward, 
Leeds,  five  trout,  61b.  Soz. — Robeet  Laing. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  of  the  Sol  way 
remain  practically  in  the  same  order  as  that  reported 
upon  last  week.  Night  fishers  are  having  better  sport 
on  some  of  the  more  favoured  portions  of  the  difierent 
rivers,  and  the  sea-trout  are  running  in  larger  numbers, 
and  are  heavier  in  weight  this  week.  Some  splendid 
trout  were  taken  by  the  Annan  netsmen  in  the  Solway 
on  Monday  (June  28).  The  run  fell  ofi  on  Friday 
(June  20),  but  just  as  the  nets  came  oS  for  the  weekly 
close  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  trout  again  began 
to  run  and  no  doubt  many  escaped  to  the  rivers  on 
Saturday  night  and  Sunday.  They  were  seen  in  the 
lower  Annan,  ascending  in  front  of  the  tide.  Fishing 
in  the  Hoddom  Castle  of  the  Annan  last  week,  Mr. 
Robert  Lockhart  killed  six  sea  trout  from  l|lb. 
to  3^1b.  each  ;  they  were  taken  with  the  night  fly, 
a  turkey  wing  and  yellow  body.  The  keeper, 
James  Mosscrop,  had  two  or  three  nice  ones  in  the 
same  water,  and  a  visitor  took  one.  Mr.  Inglis, 
junr.,  Ecclefechan,  killed  a  nice  one  with 
fly  on  Saturday  night.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  of  the  Annan,  near  Castlemilk,  several  nice 
sea  crout  have  been  landed,  Mr.  J.  Rae  being  one  of 
the  successful  anglers.  The  streams  of  the  Upper 
Annan  are  too  low ;  though  odd  sea  trout  have  been 
seen  rising,  few  have  been  caught.  Some  good  creels 
of  yellow  trout,  however,  have  been  taken  with  the 
clear  water  worm.  One  or  two  sea  trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  Murraythwaite,  Dormont,  and  Kirk  wood  waters. 
In  the  Dumfries  Nith'there  is  a  nice  show  of  sea  trout, 
and  some  of  the  local  anglers  at  Thornhill  have  been 
killing  trout  in  the  Association  waters.  A  visitor  took 
the  first  sea  trout  in  the  district.  The  streams  are 
very  low  in  the  Sanquhar  district,  and  day  fishing  is 
at  a  standstill  there.  The  Cluden  and  Cairn  are  now 
too  low,  and  no  one  appears  to  go  out  during  the  day- 
time. A  few  yellow  trout  are  being  caught  after  dark. 
Sport  is  very  poor  on  the  Galloway  Rivers,  but  a  number 
of  visitors  have  had  sport  on  Lochinvar  of  Dairy.  In 
the  Ayrshire  part  of  the  country  the  New  Cumnock 
held  a  competition  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  S.  Findlay 
came  out  at  the  head  of  the  successful  anglers  with 
fully  111b.  of  trout.  Messrs.  J.  Ptden,  J.  Findlay, 
W.  Simpson,  and  R.  Pollock  had  all  71b.  of  trout. 
The  weather  was  not  favourable  during  the  day. 
Mr.  A.  McAfee  was  the  prize  winner  for  the 
heaviest  fish.  On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington 
Messrs.  Bell,  Long,  and  Summers  had  fair  sport 
on  Saturday  (June  21)  while  fishing  with  the 
members  of  the  Wellshot  Angling  Club.  Private  rods 
have  not  been  doing  much  of  late  on  this  loch.  As  the 
weather  is  now  more  favourable  better  baskets  are 
expected. — Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Anglers  out  in  this  district 
are  having  good  sport  at  pollack,  but  very  little  has 
been  done  among  other  fish  this  season  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers.  —  Salmon  are  arriving  in  good 
numbers  on  all  the  principal  Kerry  rivers,  and  sport 
has  been  good  all  round.  The  outlook  is  improving  at 
time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Lakes  and  Rivers.  —  Though  the 
weather  has  been  generally  unfavourable  and  at  times 
stormy  and  wet,  good  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon 
and  brown  trout.  All  waters  here  are  now  in  order, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  of  the 
best.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Cloghan). — Mr.  Walker  in  five 
days  got  four  salmon  and  forty-five  trout.  Dr.  Pitts, 
a  Liverpool  gentleman,  in  eight  days  got  three  salmon, 
five  pike,  and  fifty-five  trout ;  Captain  Rathcliif  in 
six  days  got  nine  salmon  and  thirty-eight  trout;  Mr. 
Tickle  in  ten  days  got  six  salmon  and  forty  trout. 


Mr.  Cockburn  in  four  days  got  three  salmon  and 
twenty  trout ;  Mr.  Seppings  got  large  baskets  of 
splendid  trout ;  Major  Otway  in  two  days  got  twelve 
trout  averaging  41b;  Mr.  Sedgwick  in  four  days  got 
twenty-four  trout ;  Mr.  Atkins  got  four  salmon  and  a 
large  number  of  trout.— Tom  Claeke.  [Too  late  for 
insertion  last  week.] 

Longh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  at  large  sea-trout, 
running  from  21b.  to  41b.,  but  duting  the  last  few 
days  little  angling  could  be  done  owing  to  wild  and 
wet  weather.  The  prospects  are  very  good  at  time  of 
writing  —T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  iu  good  order,  with  south 
winds  and  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools  rising  well  to 
the  fly.  On  Friday,  June  20,  Mr.  Wilson  played 
twelve  fish,  and  on  Saturday  got  a  nice  fish  of  71b., 
and  lost  two  more.  Mr.  Scroop  got  a  nice  fish  on 
Friday,  and  lost  one ;  Mr,  Godwin  Booth,  staying 
at  the  Moy  Hotel,  got  120  trout  on  Lough  Talt  in  two 
days;  and  Mr.  Wiggan,  on  the  same  lough,  got  nine 
salmon  in  twelve  days,  and  some  good  trout.  On  the 
whole  fishing  is  improving,  and  on  the  lower  reaches 
the  river  is  filled  with  salmon  and  trout,  the  nets 
getting  hundreds  daily.— John  Devees. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- The 
waters  are  now  in  nice  angling  order,  and  sea-trout 
are  coming  up  from  the  lower  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (June  21). — The  fishing  this  week  has 
rather  improved,  but  few  anglers  were  on  the  streams. 
Mr.  Sandeman  found  the  Vaudois  water  clear  one 
morning  and  had  got  a  couple  of  fair  fish  when  it 
became  suddenly  dirty  and  his  fishing  stopped.  The 
Stockalper  has  also  been  quite  clear  at  times.  I  had 
several  interviews  one  day  and  got  five  fish,  some  of 
them  respectable,  but  the  largest  met  with,  a  fine 
yellow  fellow  seen  distinctly  following  the  fly,  failed  to 
sample  it.  As  usual,  the  best  fish  fell  to  the  share  of 
the  local  worm  anglers. — Bbnwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ramsgate. — There  has  been  a  goodish  bit  of 
fishing  but  little  fish,  the  strong  winds  having  con- 
siderably interfered  with  the  small  boats.  Dabs  and 
eels  have  been  more  plentiful,  but  bass  still  continue 
very  shy ;  from  the  West  Pier  a  visitor  iiooked  and 
landed  a  nice  lobster  of  about  two  and  a  half  pounds. 
This  has  been  the  best  fish  (?)  of  the  week.— Geey 
Mullett. 


Jingling  ^ixtnxes. 

July  2. 

B.S.A.S.  :    Discussion— "  The    Coast    from  Scar- 
borough to  Berwick." 

July  7. — Central  Association:  Monthly  Delegate  Meet- 
ing. 

,,   11. — A.B.S.  :  Committee  Meeting. 

,,   12. — Gresbam:  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 

at  Chesham. 
,,   13. — D.  Pithouse's  Competition  at  Langley. 
,,   14. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Half-yearly  Meeting. 
,,   19. — Piscatorial  Society :  Annual  Summer  Dinner 

at  Newbury. 


JlssocittUons 

(Special  Meetings). 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  last 
Wednesday,  June  18,  when  two  new  members 
were  proposed.  After  the  business  of  the  week  had 
been  transacted,  those  present  wished  our  secretary, 
Mr.  Westrup,  and  our  curator,  Mr.  Harold  Dunn, 
bon  voyage  on  their  leaving  for  their  annual  trip  to 
the  Irish  lakes.  We  are  expecting  to  see  some 
extra  good  specimens  of  trout  and  pike  at  the  club- 
house during  the  next  three  weeks.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  that  the  first  of  the  series  of  club 
outings  takes  place  at  Houghton  on  July  81,  and  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of  gentlemen 
wishing  to  attend  so  that  I  can  complete  arrange- 
ments for  accommodation,  etc.  Since  tbe  last 
leport  the  following  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
society's  fisheries :— One  chub  of  3Jlb.  by  Mr. 
Dunn,  chub  and  jack  by  Mr.  S.  Stone,  chub  and 
perch  by  Mr.  T.  Stone,  roach,  dace  and  perch  by 
Mr.  T.  F.  Ward,  a  very  good  bag  of  roach,  dace, 
barbel  and  perch  (twenty-nine  fish)  by  Mr.  J.  E. 
Clements,  and  three  brace  of  trout  on  fly  by  Mr. 
Attwood. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society — 

At  Monday's  weekly  meeting  the  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf.  The  May  Fly  being  over 
there  was  a  distinct  falling  off  of  takes  in  the  Lam- 
fa  jurne,  and  little  of  moment  has  been  done  here 
during  the  week.    Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  took  a 


brace  of  trout  at  Uxbridge  weighing  21b.  the  two,  but 
returned  the  fish  to  the  water.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher, 
bottom  and  fly  fishing,  had  chub,  perch,  and  roaoh, 
all  of  which  were  given  their  liberty  again.  The 
water  was  reported  to  be  very  thick  and  dirty.  At 
Boxford  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  bagged  three  and  a  half 
brace  of  trout  with  the  new  fly.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf had  tried  the  pollack  at  Deal,  and  landed  one 
of  2Jlb.,  losing  a  very  heavy  fish  through  the 
landing-net  not  being  forthcoming. — Hon.  Sec. 


CORONATION  DECORATIONS  AT  THE 
CLLTBS. 


The  Junior  Constitutional  Club,  with  its  noble 
elevation,  will  present  a  very  bright  and  charming 
effect,  without  being  unduly  ornate.  The  upright 
bands  outlining  the  building  are  specially  hand 
painted  by  Mrs.  Miller,  and  the  general  tones  of  the 
hangings  are  in  well  contrasted  reds  and  mauve,  from 
which  depend  graceful  festoons  of  evergreens  and 
baskets  of  natural  flowers  with  clusters  of  flags  at 
suitable  intervals  to  complete  an  exceptionally 
delicate  tout  ensemble,  for  which  Maple  &  Co. 
are  responsible,  the  same  firm  having  in  hand  the 
decorations  of  the  Central  Conservative  Offices, 
which  are  distinctive  for  their  handsome  treatment  in 
brilliant  red  and  purple.  Broad  bands  decorated 
with  gold  embroidery  and  clusters  of  flowers  extend 
immediately  across  the  building,  the  upper  tier  being 
intersected  with  banner-flags  emblazoned  with  heraldic 
designs,  while  from  the  second  section  depend  garlands 
and  streamers  of  evergreens  interspersed  with  multi- 
coloured globes.  Immediately  over  the  grand 
entrance  the  centre-piece  consists  of  flag  trophies 
surrounding  an  evergreen  circlet  enclosing  an 
"  E.  R."  with  crown  above,  while  immediately 
below  evergreen  loops  extend  from  side  to  side  of 
the  building.  The  whole  is  surmounted  with  a 
gigantic  crown,  and  the  effect  at  night  will  be  exceed- 
ingly bright  and  tasteful.  Here  again  the  work  and 
design  has  been  executed  by  Maple.  Conspicuous  for 
original  treatment  will  be  the  decoration  of  the  Junior 
Naval  and  Military  Club,  rich  velvets  being  employed 
here  in  red  and  mauve  of  the  brightest  hues.  The 
upper  balcony  will  bear  a  red  drapery  trimmed  with 
gold  and  groups  of  flags  at  regular  intervals,  the 
centre  of  the  building  being  hung  with  valances 
intervened  with  banners,  enriched  with  heraldic 
figures.  Over  the  ground  floor  a  band  in  mauve  and 
gold  runs  across  the  face  of  the  building,  with 
brilliant  transparencies  and  flags  at  ends. 

Among  other  decorations  carried  out  by  Maple  &  Co, , 
one  of  the  most  notable  is  that  of  the  London  &  North 
Western  Railway  Offices  in  Parliament-street,  a  tem- 
porary three-floored  verandah  having  been  erected, 
the  domed  roof  being  decorated  with  ropes  of  wool, 
with  the  upper  balcony  all  aglow  in  royal  red  and  a 
series  of  banners  bearing  the  names  of  their  Majesties ; 
below  this  banners  again  form  a  feature  of  the 
treatment,  these  being  in  blue,  emblazoned  with 
sections  of  the  Royal  Standard,  the  corner  piece 
with  the  Royal  Arms  in  its  entirety,  and  garland 
wreaths  suspended  from  the  poles  above.  In  King- 
street  the  Junior  Army  and  Navy  Club  will  present 
an  especially  pleasing  sight,  the  verandahs  on  the 
first  floor  all  being  clothed  with  draperies,  the  windows 
being  surmounted  with  banners  from  which  depend 
streamers  of  evergreens  and  muslins,  the  general 
details  being  of  an  exceedingly  graceful  character, 
with  numerous  banners  and  festoons  of  flowers 
depending  from  every  point. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
9280.    William  Jones,  77,  Colmore-row,  Birmingham. 

Improvements  in  fishing  tackle. 
9910.    George  Henry  Burton,  1,  Iregate,  Colne.  The 
horizontal  fish  and  chips  cooking  apparatus. 

10,017.  George  Driver  Irvin,  St.  Vincent-street, 
Glasgow.  Improvements  in  or  connected 
with  deep  sea  and  other  fishing. 

22,761.  Food  preparations.  Patentee  :  I.  A.  Timmis, 
2,  Great  George-street,  Westminster.  A 
food  preparation  is  made  by  first  pulverising 
the  carcases  of  beasts,  birds,  fishes,  etc., 
then  heating  with  water  to  50°  C,  and 
draining  off  the  extract,  then  heating  the 
residue  to  100°  C.  with  a  further  quantity 
of  water  and  again  draining  off,  then 
mixing  the  extracts,  evaporating  down, 
grinding,  and  adding  cocoa  or  chocolate. 
The  mixture  may  be  made  into  lozenges, 
cakes,  etc.,  for  use  as  an  emergency  ration, 
or  it  may  be  treated  with  liquid  to  form  a 
beverage,  or  sugar  or  saccharin  may  be 
added  to  produce  a  sweetmeat,  etc. 
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They  purify. 
They  strengthen. 


They  invigorate. 


FOR  HEADACHE. 
FOR  DIZZINESS. 
FOR  BILIOUSNESS. 
FOR  TORPID  LIVER. 
FOR  CONSTIPATION. 
FOR  SALLOW  SKIN. 
FOR  THE  COMPLEXION. 

DOSE  :  One  at  night 

40  in  a  phial. 
13Jd.  of  all  Chemists. 
Sugar-coated. 


No  Name-less  little  Liver  Pills.       Be  Sure  they  are 

Illustrated  pamphlet  free,  showing  Mr.  Crow's  travels  abroad; 
Address— British  Depot,  +6,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London. 


They  TOUCH  the  Liver 

GARTER'S 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Spedalities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes 
&e. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Caah  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


THE    CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 

BROWN  TROUT  &^AINBOW  TROUT. 

Bookings  are  Now  being  taken  for  the  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 

For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WAHFgS]  I  ANDERSONS'^golp  r/iEDATWADERSl 


ANDERSONS' ^^^WADERS 


"  Nofi 

Most 


The 

ge"  Semi  Waders. 

Comfortable  in  Wear. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS 

Made  in   Five  Qualities. 


The 

"  BUCKLAND  " 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

1902  Pattern. 


CppriAI  TTWp  of  WADING  TROUSERS  ...  18/6  per  pair,  usual  31/6 
OrHitlAL  iill'lri  of  WADING  STOCKINGS,  10/6  &  11/6    ,,       „    17/6  &  21/- 


Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Anderson,  Ltd, 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 
ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS]  I  ANDERSONS' oolj"medal  WADERS 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  oommtuiioatlonB  should  be  addressed  to  the  Dlreotoca— WYEBS  FREiBBS, 
30,  Qua!  du  Louvre,  Parle. 


TO  ANGLERS  COMING  NORTH. 

All  information  as  to  waters.  Every 
description  of  tackle  and  sporting  goods, 
the  very  best  makers,  at  lowest  prices 
and  suitable  for  the  spot.  Several  Waters 
on  the  Dee  to  Let.  Anti-Midge  Lotion, 
1/2,  per  post. 
MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMlYIODATiON, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  StreanxH 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  KInir  Street.  Alfretnn 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRES5ERS,  &  ROD  MAKERS. 

THE    "  MXJlL.TUlVr-IN-F»ARYO  "    TROUT    RODS,  21s. 


TESTIMONIALS    RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


.,  ,  ,  "  Piccadilly,  Loudon,  W.,  October  10,  1900. 

Gentlemen,-!  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  files.    I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 
,  o    ~~rv:  ,  ^  ^       ^^'^  that  I  caught  two  beauties,  5  lb.  8  oz.  and 

b  lb.  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  m  our  water  for  nine  years.  I  caught  them  with  the  gray-legged 
ones.   They  would  look  at  nothing  else.  "W  J  B'" 


"  London,  W.,  Mareli  26,  1901. 
"  Dear  Sirs,— Flies  to  hand.    I  like  them  vei-y  much.    Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  am  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  trout  Hies.    I  will  say  this  about  your 
Hies :  they  ai'e  tied  to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct 
feathers  and  furs  in  your  flies  and  your  tyers  are  artists.  "  T.  R." 


440 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  28,  1902 


Boffittgs  bp  ilie  i^ap. 

"  To  speak  little  Mid  to  say  enough  is  the  first 
difficulty  of  an  orator." — GuizOT. 


Mb.  G.  W.  GnrFFiTHS,  of  the  Prensham  Pond 
Hotel,  says  that  his  trout  stream  is  yielding  well. 
A  gentleman  (Lieut  -Col.)  staying  there  in  four  con- 
secutive days  caught  seven,  seven,  six,  and  eleven 
trout — largest  If  lb. 


Mb.  Edwaed  C.  Higgs,  v^riting  on  June  19  from 
CobhatP,  Surrey,  says  :  "  It  may,  perhaps,  interest  you 
to  know  that  I  caught  on  paste  and  worm,  Tuesday 
evening,  in  a  lake  near  here,  the  following  three  carp  ; 
Two,  7Ib.  14^02.  each;  one,  61b.  6Joz. ;  total  weight, 
221b.  3^oz.  for  the  three  fish.  I  consider  them 
ppecimens,  and  took  them  yesterday  to  Messrs. 
Parslow  Bros.,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  to  have  them 
set  up." 


"I  AM  sorry  to  say  it,  Henry,"  said  the  teacher 
kindly,  "  but  your  composition  is  not  worthy  of  you 
The  rhetoric  is  faulty,  the  logic  weak,  the  statements 
are  based  upon  misinformation,  and  the  style  is  lament- 
ably crude."  "  My  !  "  exclaimed  Henry.  "  Won't  my 
dad  be  angry  when  I  tell  him  that '?  "  "  But  you  can 
tell  him,"  continued  the  teacher,  encouragingly,  "tdat 
you  did  your  very  best."  "  Did  my  best !  "  Henry 
replied.    "  Why,  dad  wrote  the  whole  of  it  himself." 


Teacheb  :  "What  is  a  score?"  Pupil:  "The 
number  of  runs  made  at  a  cricket  match."  Teacher  : 
"  No,  no ;  what  I  mean  is,  how  much  does  a  score 
signify  numerically  ?  What  idea  does  it  give  you  ? 
That  is  to  say,  if  I  were  to  tell  you  that  I  have  a  score 
of  horses,  what  would  you  think  ?  "  Pupil ;  "  Please, 
sir,  I  should  think  you  was  stuffin'  me." 


If  there  be  above  another 
One  annoyance  that  doth  smother 
All  my  patience,  angling  brother, 
And  make  me  savage  with  my  mother, 
'Tis  the  weeds. 

Down  they  come  in  swirls  and  rushes. 
Grass  and  thistles,  thorns  and  bushes  ! 
All  at  once  the  rising  hushes. 
And  my  naughty  anger  flushes- 
Hang  the  weeds ! 
— CoTSWOLD  Is5s  in  "Lyra  Piscatoria." 


The  venerable  Principal  Rainy,  with  his  son,  Mr. 
Holland  Rainy,  has  been  in  London,  and  enthusiastic 
congregations  have  given  him  a  warm  welcome.  I 
thought  at  first  the  announcement  was  a  misprint  for 
"Principally  Rainy  in  London,"  and  hoped  that  I 
might  be  able  to  correct  it  to  "  Principally  Sunshine." 
I  see  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rainy  is  connected  with  the 
"Free"  Church.  Well,  everything  rainy  has  been 
"  free  "  lately — more  free  than  welcome. 


Here  is  another  instance,  says  Truth,  of  the  inhos- 
pitable way  in  which  angling  strangers  are  hooked  and 
landed  before  the  magistrates  in  the  West  of  England. 
Recently  a  gentleman  from  Oxford,  having  procured 
what  he  had  been  led  to  understand  was  the  only 
necessary  licence,  went  fishing  in  the  river  Barle,  near 
Dulverton.  Hardly  was  his  first  fly  thrown  ere  a 
bailiff  of  the  Exe  Conservators  was  on  the  spot.  The 
angler  then  learned  for  the  first  time  that  he  required 
a  further  shilling  rod  licence,  and  this  he  at  once 
obtained.  But  although  it  was  obviously  nothing 
more  than  a  case  of  a  bojid  fide  mistake,  which  had 
been  rectified  the  moment  it  was  pointed  out,  the 
Conservators  insisted  upon  summoning  the  angler  for 
having  fished  without  a  rod  J icence,  and  the  Dulverton 
Shallows  fined  him  10s.  I  believe  that  in  cases  of  this 
sort  the  penalty,  or  a  portion  of  it,  is  usually  awarded 
to  the  Fishery  Board,  which  possibly  accounts  for  the 
zeal  with  which  summonses  are  taken  out.  Surely, 
however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  discourage 
this  system  of  persecution  by  inflicting  only  nominal 
penalties  for  such  unintentional  offences,  more 
especially  when,  as  was  practically  admitted  at 
Dulverton,  no  proper  means  are  adopted  to  warn 
visitors  that  they  require  rod  licences.  Every  one  is, 
of  course,  supposed  to  know  the  law  of  the  land,  but 
ignorance  of  purely  local  fishery  regulations  is  certainly 
excusable. 


The  cult  of  the  Japanese  spaniel  has  for  some  time 
been  a  fashionable  mania.  These  unique  little 
creatures,  with  their  bulbous  eyes,  their  silken  coats, 
and  their  extremely  varied  intellects,  are  literally 
worth  their  weight  in  gold.  No  doubt,  as  a  result  of 
the  alliance,  smart  Japanese  ladies  will  soon  pay 
fabulous  prices  for  British  bull-dogs.  One  of  the 
leading  owners  of  the  diminutive  Jap  dogs  in  this 
country  is  Miss  Serena,  whose  champion  Mik  Mikado 
has  won  over  140  prizes. 


The  following  appeared  recently  in  the  columns  of 
an  evening  contemporary  :  "  One  morning  a  man  who 
was  looking  for  mushrooms  in  the  fields  at  the  back  of 
St.  Asaph-road,  Brockley,  belonging  to  the  Haber- 
dashers' Company,  was  surprised  to  observe  two 
fountains  of  water  gushing  up  from  the  grass.  Prom 
these  cascades  he  next  observed  a  shower  of  fish.  Up 
to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  as  many  as  six 
hundred  had  been  caught,  but  the  fish  (it  is  not  stated 
whether  they  were  whitebait,  trout,  or  salmon)  were 
all  blind.  '  Where  they  came  from,'  adds  the  agency, 
'  is  at  present  unknown,  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
discussion  is  taking  place  upon  the  subject.'  " 
*****  + 

No  doubt  this  "gallant"  but  blind  six  hundred 
is  affording  food  for  discussion,  but  surely  the  mush- 
room man  from  the  Haberdashers'  would  know  whether 
this  excellent  company  had  been  clearing  out  some  of 
the  old  sooks  which  had  been  sent  them  for  le-stocking 
purposes.  Anyway,  the  re-stocking  societies  should 
make  a  note  of  it,  and,  whether  salmon  or  whitebait 
secure  the  next  batch. 


Lord  and  Lady  Curzon  (formerly  Miss  Leiter,  of 
Chicago)  made  a  remarkable  %'iceregal  journey  into 
Burma  last  winter,  where"  they  were  received  with 
gorgeous  oriental  pageants  by  the  native  chiefs  and 
rulers.  Mrs.  Everard  Cotes,  who  is  well  known  in 
America  as  a  writer  under  her  maiden  name,  Sara 
Jeannette  Duncan,  accompanied  the  party,  and  has 
written  for  the  July  Scribner's  a  brilliant  description 
of  it.  The  illustrations  are  from  photographs  taken 
by  Lady  Curzon  and  her  friends. 


The  Two  Anglers. 
{A  Fable.) 

Two  anglers  at  the  margin  stood, 

And  one  had  luck,  and  one  had  not, 
One  found  a  pool  where  sport  was  good. 

The  other  ne'er  a  nibble  got. 
Prom  diff'rent  banks  they  cast  the  line, 

And  whipped  the  stream  on  either  hand. 
One  said,  profanely,  "Ain't  it  fine?" 

(His  rival's  words  are  not  to  hand). 
Proud  with  success,  the  former  grew 

Benevolent,  and,  grinning,  said — 
"  Come  over  here— there's  room  for  two." 

The  other  merely  shook  his  head. 
"  Thanks,"  he  replied  ;   "  but  in  the  end 

I  find  the  other  side  too  dear ; 
And  I  suggest— as  friend  to  friend — 

YoH  might  be  safer  over  here." 
Whereat  the  lucky  smiled  a  smile, 

Not  knowing  that  the  other's  stand 
Was  in  his  own  dominion,  while 

He  squatted  on  another's  land ; 
The  setting  sun  saw,  as  it  shone, 

One  fisherman  his  luck  retrieve. 
But  one  had  under  escort  gone 

For  trespassing  without  a  leave. 

S.  E.  B. 


How's  this  for  a  twelve-year-old  ?  "  E.  K."  writes 
to  the  editor  of  the  Spectatw  as  follows:  "Sir, — A 
godson  of  mine,  just  twelve  years  old,  sallied  out  with 
a  trout  rod  in  company  with  his  brother  two  years 
older.  In  a  short  time  he  had  hooked  a  salmon 
weighing  111b.  He  sent  his  brother  into  the  water  to 
beat  iu  front  of  some  reeds,  and  haviog  played  the 
saltron  for  fifty  minutes,  landed  him.  He  imb  the 
salmon  into  his  blouse  (he  was  wearing  a  very  loose 
sailor  tunic),  and  went  home.  His  parents  called  from 
the  window  to  know  if  he  had  had  any  sport ;  he  put 
his  finger  to  his  lips  (I  grieve  to  say  he  had  been 
poaching  as  far  as  salmon  were  concerned),  marched 
up  into  the  room,  opened  up  his  tunic,  and  let  the 
salmon  fall  on  the  drawing-room  carpet !  " 


Although  little  is  known  accurately  respecting  the 
speed  at  which  different  fishes  can  swim,  it  may  be 
broadly  asserted  that  tropical  seas  are  pre-eminent  for 
the  swiftness  of  their  finny  inhabitants,  especially 
when  we  consider  those  which  are  pelagic — that  is, 
which  live  for  most  of  their  time  far  from  land. 
Among  such  forms  may  first  be  mentioned  most 
of  the  species  included  in  the  mackerel  family, 
which  are  highly  predaceous  in  habit,  with  red 
flesh  richly  supplied  by  blood-vessels  and  nerves  in 
direct  relation  to  rapid  locomotion.  Ordinary  mack- 
erel (though  not  confined  to  the  tropics)  suggest  the 
lines  of  a  racing  boat  in  their  graceful  build.  The 
closely  related  albicore  and  bonito  are  even  swifter, 
and  feed  chiefly  on  flying-fish,  which  themselves 
possess  swimming  powers  of  no  mean  order.  These 
same  unfortunates  also  furnish  food  for  members  of 
another  family,  miscalled  "  dolphins,"  which,  without 
apparent  effort,  can  swim  round  and  round  vessels 
going  full  speed  ahead.  The  fastest  fresh  water  fish 
is  the  salmon,  and  some  of  the  Newfoundland  variety 
have  been  credited  with  a  speed  of  twenty-two  miles 
an  hour. 


The  following  item  of  news,  taken  from  a  Welsh 
newspaper,  will  add  considerably  to  the  many 
mysteries  yet  unsolved  as  to  how  salmon  spend  their 
lives  :  "  Pishing. — Mr.  Ii.ichards,  of  the  Eagles  Hotel, 
sold  the  salmon  he  caught  in  the  net  in  the  town  for 
Is.  Cd.  per  lb.  Had  he  taken  the  fish'  elsewhere  he 
could  have  secured  a  much  better  price."  This 
salmon  must  have  been  amphibious  or  he  would 
not  have  been  in  the  town.  A  fish  out  of  water. 
Had  he  been  captured  with  a  fly,  it  would  [h&ve 
been,  of  course,  another  triumph  achieved  with 
a  dry  fly.  Are  fish,  in  any  way,  actuated  by 
curiosity  ?  We  are  inclined  to  think  so,  as  this 
salmon  must  have  been,  or  he  would  not  have  been  in 
the  town  at  the  time.  Was  he  curious  to  know  how 
the  Coronation  decorations  were  progressing  ?  If  so,  it 
is  a  clear  proof  that  fish  are  animated  by  curiosity. 
Anyhow,  this  particular  fish  must  have  been  a 
curiosity.  Those  whose  curiosity  is  aroused  so  far  as 
to  wish  to  know  the  name  of  the  town  in  which  this 
salmon  was  netted  may  be  pleased  to  hear  it  was 
Machynlleth,  a  word  only  born  Welshmen  can  properly 
pronounce.  It  is  situate  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Dovey,  the  river  it  is  presumed  this  erring  salmon 
strayed  from  when  unfortunate  enough  to  stray  into 
the  net,  and  thus  give  himself  away  and  reduce  his 
selling  price.  Taken  elsewhere  he  might  have  sold 
better,  but  the  proof  of  the  fish,  as  the  pudding,  is  in 
the  eating.    Next  fish,  please  I 


There  is  a  belief  that,  as  a  rule,  "facts"  about 
fishing  are  wanting  in  veracity,  but  a  contemporary 
declares  that  the  charge  cannot  be  made  out  against 
the  following  statements :  For  instance,  it  will  be 
apparent  to  the  dullest  mind  that  a  cod's  head  is 
sometimes  part  of  a  cod  stale,  -and  that  though  fresh 
mackerel  is  always  mackerel,  stale  mackerel  is  often 
smelt.  Stale  smelt,  however,  is  never  under  any  cir- 
cumstances mackerel.  A  fisherman's  gross  returns 
are  generally  the  same  as  his  net  takings.  Fishermen 
are  nearly  all  artists — at  least  they  are  experienced 
draughtsmen.  A  fisherman  who  could  not  draw  a  net 
would  certainly  be  an  anomaly.  Fishermen  are 
musicians  also,  their  favourite  instrument  being  the 
cast-a-net.  A  fisherman  never  sings  "  Weel  may  the 
keel  row,"  because  he  depends  upon  his  oar  to  perform 
that  operation. 


The  following  "  Coronation  "  postcard  is  written 
and  published  by  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  of  -37,  Caversham- 
road,  N.W. : — 

King  Edward  VII.  and  Queen  Alexandra  I. 
0  rown  we  the  King.    Millions  create  that  cro  ^-n 
O  'erwhelming  symbol,  endless  ages  down 
R  isen  in  meaning,  as  no  man  may  tell, 
O  n  brow  of  Son,  whose  Mother  wore  it  well. 
N  ations  grew  with  Her  all-embracing  care 
A  ugmenting  power  for  Her  maturing  Heir. 
"T  he  heritage  is  one  God  only  knows 
I  n  contrasts  of  earth's  farthest  suns  and  snows. 
O  n  King  and  Queen  may  widening  wisdom  shiae  — 
|\)  o  Crown's  a  crown,  if  hearts  do  not  combine. 


A  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this  world  comes  under 
the  head  cl  oonnots. 


On  Monday,  June  23,  I  was  strolliog  (you  couldn't 
run  if  you  tried  on  account  of  the  enormous  traffic) 
down  Fleet-street  and  the  Strand,  when  at  intervals 
a'ong  the  pavement  an  enormous  number  of  rods  tied 
up  in  bundles  were  being  "  stacked."  The  question 
naturally  arose — Were  Messrs.  Farlow,  of  the  Stroud, 
or  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane,  waiting  for  vans  to  take 
them  to  the  various  railway  stations  for  use  in  Scotland 
or  South  Africa  ?  They  looked  more  like  roach  poles 
than  salmon  rods  !  But  as  neither  of  these  two  well- 
known  firms  would  own  them  I  asked  a  policeman. 
He  said  :  "  Them's  fassies  ;  the  lictors  used  to  can  ^' 
'em  in  a  procession."  I  have  heard  that  duiing  the 
excavations  now  going  on  "down  the  Strand"  the 
remains  of  an  old  Roman  bath  had  been  dug  up,  but 
on  inquiry  at  the  L.C.C.  no  information  was  forth- 
coming. Several  quidnuncs  were  approached,  but  no 
— it  licked  'em.  Then  I  asked  my  boy  to  look  it  up 
fOr  me,  and  this  is  how  it  pans  out. 

***** 

Fas'ces  (fas'cez),  n.  pi.  [L.,  from  fascis,  a  bundle.] 
(Rom.  Ant  )  Rods  tied  up  in  bundles  with  an  axe  in 
the  middle  of  each ;  anciently  carried  before  Roman 
magistrates  as  a  mark  of  their  authority. 

***** 

Lic'tor,  11.  [L.,  from  ligu,  to  bind.  Gellius.]  {Rom. 
Ant.)  One  of  a  body  of  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to 
bear  the  fasces  before  the  principal  magistrates,  on 
their  appearance  in  public,  and  to  cause  proper  respect 
to  be  paid  to  them.  They  were  obliged  to  punish 
criminals,  especially  when  Roman  citizens,  having 
previously  bound  their  hands  and  feet.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flflglifig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mormng, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  small  deputation  appointed  by  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  waited  on  the  authorities  of  the 
London  and  North- Western  and  Great  Western  Railway 
Companies  ia  London  on  Friday  (June  20)  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  induce  the  companies  to  grant 
the  privilege  to  the  association  prior  to  January  1903. 
The  authorities  met  the  deputation  in  a  very  friendly 
manner,  but  stated  that,  owing  to  the  tickets  being 
issued  to  the  members  through  the  Provincial 
Atsjciation,  and  the  trouble  it  would  entail  in 
getting  a  fresh  supply  issued,  and  also  the 
trouble  of  calling  in  the  cards  already  in 
existence,  they  could  not  see  their  way  clear  to 
grant  the  privilege  until  the  time  stated.  This  is 
their  final  decision,  and  our  members  will  have  to 
remain  contented  for  the  time  being.  A  number  of 
new  stations  are  being  placed  on  the  Midland  travelling 
cards  and  the  members  will  be  able  to  travel  at  once 
from  Small  Heath  and  Selly  Oak  stations.  The  St. 
Stephen's  Club  had  nearly  three  hundred  present  last 
week  at  their  annual  concert.  The  talent  was  of  the 
best  description,  and  funds  of  the  society  will  be 
greitly  augmented  by  the  success.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
and  Mr.  0.  Allender  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
O.  Pee  presided  at  the  piano.  The  Highgate  Park 
Society  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on 
Aug.  5  next  at  Pershore ;  the  prizes  will  be  of  the 
value  of  £30.  This  club's  bye  contest  has  been  post- 
poned until  late  in  the  season.  The  Handiworth 
Murdock  have  secured  some  excellent  water  on  the 
river  Teme  at  Walcot.  This  club  have  decided  to  fish 
their  annual  contest  at  Upton  Magna  on  July  14  next. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial 
Society  held  last  week  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  again  re- 
elected secretary.  Their  annual  dinner  at  Alrewas 
was  a  great  succesa ;  about  thirty  farmers  from 
whom  they  have  the  rights  of  going  over  th-ic  land 
attended.  The  fish  in  the  Severn  have  recovered  from 
their  spiwning  operations,  and  in  a  very  good  condi- 
tion for  the  time  of  the  year ;  chub  and  roach  are 
biting  well,  and  paste  is  the  best  bait  at  present  to 
use  ;  the  fish  are  backward  in  the  Avon.  We  are  now 
having  some  very  nice  weather  and  the  whole  of  our 
rivers  are  in  vary  f  j,ir  condition  after  the  rain  we  have 
had  of  late. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  conditions  for  angling  are  first-class 
—excepting,  of  course,  the  weed  trouble— many  fisher- 
men are  holding  back  for  a  week  or  two  before 
commencing  operations  sd  as  to  give  the  roach 
a  chance.  They  have,  as  yet,  hardly  got  over 
spawning,  and  are  consequently  really  not  fit  to 
take.  Those  who  have  lately  been  out  have  almost 
exclusively  confined  their  attention  to  bream,  which 
are  showing  fine  sport  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Witham,  and  bread  paste  as  a  bait  has  accounted  for 
feveral  good  fish  weighing  up  to  41b.  Both  from  the 
Witham  and  its  tributaries  the  reports  show  that  the 
waters  are  teeming  with  fi«h,  the  Bargate  and 
Mount  Pleasant  drains  especially  being  particularly 
worth  attention,  although  the  heavy  rains  of  a  fortnight 
ago  cannot  have  failed  to  effect  a  clearance  of  some  of 
the  weeds ;  the  local  angling  associations  are  doing 
their  best  to  get  rid  of  this  obnoxious  matter  as  early 
as  possible.  In  this  respect  the  Forty-foot  is  not 
quits  so  congested  as  in  some  previous  seasons,  and 
eel-fishing,  which  is  usually  very  remunerative  in  the 
early  weeks  of  the  season,  is  being  followed  with 
marked  success, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  experienced  splendid  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and,  the  water  being  in  nice  condition,  a 
quantity  of  rods  have  been  at  work  both  on  the 
river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  and  on  each  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained,  and  on  the  latter  bream  going  from 
lib.  to  about  31b.  each  have  been  taken  both  with 
worm  and  maggot,  and  on  Thursday  Mr.  R.  N.  Ward, 
of  the  Universal  Angling  Association,  fishing  near  the 
Staddlethorpe  Bridge,  secured  amongst  other  fish  a 
nice  trout  of  about  IJlb.  Roach  and  perch  have 
furnished  fair  sport  in  the  waters  of  the  Hull, 
and  at  Hempholme  Mr.  J.  Powell  took  a  good 
t-out  of  about  41b.  On  the  18th  (Wednesday) 
the  Wednesday  Angling  Association  of  Hull 
opened  their  season  on  the  River  Ancholme 
near  Castlethorpe  Bridge,  and  participated  in  some 
grand  sport  for  so  early  a  period  of  the  season,  Mr.  W. 
Chapman  taking  the  first  prize  with  141b.  If  oz.  ;  Mr. 
S.  King  being  second  with  111b.  Ifoz.  ;  Mr.  Prank 
Carle  third,  91b.  Ifoz.;  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  81b.  7ioz. 
Mr.  0.  Barrick,  61b.  3oz. ;  and  the  others  had  fairly 
good  takes  of  fish.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Club 
fish  a  match  on  June  27  on  the  Hull  at  Minto  Flatts ; 
and  the  Hull  Sea  Anglers'  Association  have  their  first 
outing  to  Bridlington  Bay  on  June  24. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  there  ever  was  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  the 
Warrington  anglers,  it  was  on  Saturday  (June  21)  in 
the  entry  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  match  at  Barton. 
The  total  entry  twenty-seven,  three  of  whom  did 
not  fish,  is  proof  of  some  shortcoming  in  the  manage- 
ment, which  is  contrary  to  the  reputation  of  Warring- 
ton anglers  generally.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those 
who  did  not  enter  will  send  on  the  entrance  fee  to 
the  secretary  at  once  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds.  At 
Leigh  the  open  event  promoted  by  the  Standard 
Mower  Angling  Society  was  a  pronounced  success  in 
every  way.  After  a  keen  struggle  Mr.  G.  Stott,  of 
Leigh,  obtained  first  place.  A  rather  novel  match 
is  arranged  at  Liverpool  on  behalf  of  the  police  who 
are  fishermen.  They  are  to  hunt  in  couples,  the 
winner  will  then  be  available  for  a  second  draw,  and 
then  on  to  a  finish  until  the  prizas  are  all  won. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Tivo  causes  combine  to  mike  these  notes  even  more 
uninteresting  than  the  usual  space  at  the  writer's 
disposal  mike  them  for  the  current  week.  First  of 
all  they  have  to  be  sent  in  two  days  earlier  than  usual, 
and  in  the  second  place  all  our  mm  don't  know  this,* 
and  are  reserving  themselves  for  the  Coronation  holi- 
days, so  did  not  get  away  in  numbers  last  week-end.  The 
mo?t  interesting  item  to  hand  is  that  of  the  marriage 
of  the  genial  treasurer  of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society, 
who,  like  Mr.  Weller,  San.,  has  done  "  a  second  venture." 
Everybody  will  wish  Mr.  Amos  Turner  all  happiness 
in  his  marriage,  for  he  is  one  of  the  best.  Last  week 
end  many  local  waters  were  patronised  by  many  rods, 
but  the  catches  were  small.  Grumblers  were  plentiful 
but  fish  scarce  ;  anglers  who  pay  a  few  shillings  seem 
to  expect  as  much  sport  as  wealthy  men  who  pay 
hundreds  of  pounds  to  stock  their  waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  of  a  variable  character, 
and  on  Jane  22  further  rain  fell,  though  the  downfall 
is  not  likely  to  affect  either  the  height  or  general  con- 
dition of  the  Trent,  which,  when  our  report  was 
despatched,  was  running  in  extremely  low  and  bright 
volume.  Anglers  have  been  bu;y  on  most  stretches, 
and  fair  quantities  of  general  fish  have  been  taken, 
principally  with  caddis  grubs  and  gentles  employed  in 
the  streams  and  on  the  gravelly  currents.  Roach, 
chub,  and  bream  are  still  on  the  rough  tide  and  they 
will  soircely  be  clean  in  another  fortnight.  Some 
large  bream  have  been  met  with  at  Weston,  which  water 
has  been  acquired  in  connection  with  the  Donington 
estate  by  Mr.  F.  Gretton,  M.P.  The  City  Piscatorials 
fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  RoUeston  on 
Thursday  (June  19),  when  the  prizes  were  won  by 
Messrs.  C.  Griffiths,  J.  Stanley,  C.  Jackson,  and 
E.  Winterbottom.  Twenty-five  members  engaged 
and  nearly  the  whole  creeled  fish.  In  private  waters 
Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  has  secured,  in  two  hours,  lljlb.  of 
perch,  roach,  and  chub.  Whilst  landing  one  of  the 
roach  a  big  pike  seized  the  quarry  and  stuck  to  it  like 
grim  death  for  six  or  seven  minutes.  Mr.  Shelton  was 
unlucky  in  losing  a  chub  estimated  at  between  41b. 
and  5lb.  Several  brace  of  handsome  trout  have  been 
caught  on  the  Greet  by  Mr.  W.  Rayson  and  Mr.  G. 
Clarke,  of  the  City  Waltoniana.  Bar  belling  is  still 
"  oil "  on  the  main  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fishers  have  got  a  start  with  far  more  favour- 
able conditions  than  was  the  lo  of  the  generality  of 
trout  fishers  these  last  few  weeks.  Otley  reports  show 
that  the  paste  and  maiden  dew  worms  have  had  to  be 
resorted  to  on  the  Wharfe  because  of  the  scarcity  of 
maggots,  and  fair  results  are  shown.  Since  the  rain 
ceased  early  last  week  there  has  been  some  good  catches 
of  trout  with  such  flies  as  the  Dark  Watchet,  the 
Blue  and  Yellow  Dun,  and  the  Snipe  Bloas.  The  Esk 
is  in  good  trim.  Recently  Mr.  J.  Baker,  of  Grosmont, 
landed  in  one  day  two  grilse  weighing  71b.  and  5lb. 
respectively,  and  two  sea-trout  of  31b.  and  2Jlb.  The 
Dove  and  the  Hodge  are  both  in  good  condition,  and 
trout  have  taken  the  May  Fly  freely,  affording  visitors 
good  spjrt.  There  is  some  chat  going  on  among  local 
rodmen  concerning  a  roach  of  2lb.  7oz.,  said  to  have 
been  caught  by  a  Yorkshire  fisher,  who  thinks  it  must 
be,  for  a  roach,  a  record  weight  for  the  county.  Lately 
some  fiae  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Yore 
with  fly,  minnow,  and  worm.  The  fly  has  been 
responsible  for  several  fine  trout.  The  members 
of  _  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club  had 
their  first  match  of  the  season  at  West  Cottingwith  on 
June  21,  when  a  stretch  of  the  Derwent  was  fished, 
by  permission  of  Captain  Dunnington  Jefferson,  of 
Thicljet  Priory.  The  river  was  in  grand  condition, 
yet  the  kills  were  not  large.  Twenty-five  competitors 
were  engaged  for  four  hours,  and  the  weigh-in  showed 
that  fourteen  were  in  the  prize  list,  the  first  being 
A.  Wyrill,  21b.  5Joz. 

[*  Which  proves  that  they  do  not  read  their  Fishing 

Gazette.] 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


G.  M.  L.— In  answer  to  your  query,  "  How  to  Drc-s 
a  Silk  Line,"  we  reprint  the  following  dressing  for  silk 
lines  given  by  the  late  Major  Traherne  which  was  first 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  :—"  Uix  equal  parts 
of  raw  linseed  oil  and  best  copal  varnish,  boiling  until 
the  mixture  singes  a  foithcr  (this  should  be  done  out 
of  doDrs  owing  to  the  inflammable  nature  of  the 
solution) ;  when  cold  put  the  line  in  to  sDak.  A  week 
will  be  enough  for  a  solid-plaited  line,  but  if  the  line 
is  hollow  it  should  remain  in  much  longer.  When 
thoroughly  saturated,  a  fine  day  should  be  taken 
advantage  of  and  the  line  put  out  to  dry  in  the  open 
air,  stretched  at  its  full  length,  fastened  at  both  ends 
to  two  wooden  posts,  all  the  superfluous  dressing 
being  carefully  removed  with  the  hand  or  a  bit  o°f 
cloth.  It  should  not  remain  out,  in  the  first  stage  of 
drymg,  in  the  rain,  as  a  very  few  drops  will  spoil  it 
and  the  dressing  will  come  off;  but  when  the  outer 
coating  is  tolerably  dry,  which  will  be  in  about  a  week  in 
warm  weather,  wet  will  not  affect  it,  although  it  will 
be  advisable  not  to  leave  it  out  in  the  rain  at  any  time 
if  it  can  be  avoided.  In  ab^ut  a  fortnight  the  line 
should  be  re-dipped  in  the  solution,  and  the  operation 
of  stretching  the  line  and  removing  the  superfluous 
dressing  repeated.  This  will  be  found  sufficient,  and 
nothing  remains  but  to  allow  it  to  dry.  A  line  should 
not  be  used  for  at  least  six  months  after  b^ing  dressed, 
and  the  best  months  for  dressing  it  are  June  to  Sep- 
tember." The  late  Major  Traherne,  who  was  one  of 
the  best  salmon  anglers,  points  out  that  by  using 
'•dryers"  in  the  solution  the  line  can  be  dried  very 
quickly,  but  lines  so  treated  have  the  fatal  objec- 
tion of  "knuckling"  every  few  inches — that  is,  the 
dressing  cracks  through,  exposing  the  silk  to  damp, 
looks  very  unsightly,  and  makes  the  line  most  un- 
pleasant to  fish  with,  as  it  hangs  in  the  rings  and  does 
not  cast  evenly. — Ed. 

Beginner  (Monmouth). — By  law  an  angler  who  has 
the  right  to  fish  from  one  side  of  the  river  only  must 
not  wade  beyond  the  middle  of  the  stream.  It  is  even 
doubtful  if  he  may  oast  his  fly  beyond  the  middle  line 
of  the  stream,  but  it  is  a  difficult  point  to  prove  where 
a  fly  fell  on  the  water. — Ed. 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opvnioTia 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

NAME  OF  FLY  BOX  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — We  are  the  makers  of  the  Winchester 
Fly  Box  ;  enclosed  please  find  illustration  of  same.  The 
price  is  6s.  Cd.— Yours  truly,  G.  Little  &  Co. 

G3,  Haymarket,  S.W. 


TO  TELL  THE  WEIGHT  OF  TROUT  BY 
THEIR  LENGTH. 

Dear  Sir, — For  many  years  past  I  have  had  in  my 
fly-book  a  scale  for  showing  the  approxim-ite  weight 
of  trout  in  "normal  condition"  from  its  length,  and 
from  the  copy  of  it  which  I  enclose  you  will  notice 
that  it  differs  very  considerably  from  the  scale  given 
in  Mr.  Henry  Wells'  book,  which,  by  the  wav,  I 
cannot  find  in  the  edition  of  his  work  which  I  have ; 
and  you  will  further  notice  the  scale  I  enclose  gives 
some  lengths  and  weights  which  are  omitted  in  Mr. 
Wells'  scale. 

I  have  often  tested  this  scale  of  mine  on  trout,  and 
always  found  it  very  nearly  accurate,  and  in  some 
cases  exactly  so.  About  a  month  ago  I  tested  it  on  a 
trout  weighing  3lb.  3oz.  (I  did  not  catch  him),  and 
found  the  trout  to  measure  193in.,  and  the  scale  to 
record  3lb.  4oz.  for  20in.  I  cannot  remember  for 
certain  where  I  got  this  scale  from,  but  I  think  from  a 
work  by  the  late  P.  Francis,  Esq.,  on  angling,  not  h's 
magnum  opus,  "  A  Book  on  Angling,"  but  a  shorter 
book  on  similar  lines,  the  exact  title  of  which  I  forget. 

If  the  statistics  compiled  by  ^ir.  Wells  are  gathered 
from  American  sources,  might  that  not  account  foe 
the  difierences  in  weight  according  to  length  in  the 
two  scales,  as  no  doubt  the  one  I  quote  from  is  taken 
ffom  Britishers  ?  In  measuring  fish  I  take  from  end 
of  nose  to  end  of  the  middle  of  caudal  fin  as  the 
length;  is  this  correct,  or  should  I  stop  at  eni  of 
literal  line  ?— Yours  truly,  P.  M.  Le?ilie. 


9  inches 

10  „ 

11  „ 

12  „ 

13  „ 
11 

15  „ 

16  „ 


Scale  of  Length  to  Weight. 
—  4|oz.  ;  17  inches 

=  Cf  )z.  '  IS  „ 

=  9  oz.    19  „ 

lljoz.  '  20  „ 
llijz. '21  „ 
Ifoz.   22  „ 
6  oz.  I  23  ., 


lib.  loijz. 

2!b.  6  oz. 

2lb.  12|oz. 

31b.  4  oz. 

31b.  12ioz. 

41b.  5ioz. 

4lb.  15iDZ. 

51b.  IC^oz. 

WEIGHT  AND  SIZES  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your    request   in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  June  14  for  particulars  of  wei'^ht 
and  measurement  of  trout  to  compare  with  Mr.  Heurv 


lib. 
lib. 


lib.  lOJoz.  1  24 
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iLl^GX^SRS'    HOTELS,   FXSHIIf^G   QXJARTE3RS,  &c. 


SLIGACHAN  HOTEL 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Beautifully  situaterl  at  the  Foot  of  theCuchullin 
Hills.  Parties  li\iug  in  the  Hotel  have  th' 
privilege  of  gooil  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
rishiiig,  during  May,  Juue,  and  July,  on  one  of 
the  best  lochs  in  Skye.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  on  tlie  river  Sligat-han  ;  also  good  Loch 
and  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  free  of  chai-ge.  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offices  in  the  Hotel.  Postin, 
Telegraphic  Ad^li-ess  :  "Sharp,  Sligachan." 

\VM.  SHARP,  Proprietor. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan 
and  is  tl  e  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  foiu' 
from  loch  A^ve.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on.  tlie  river  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  locli  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  river  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting. 
Golf  Course  has  Ijeen  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Tajniuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  tlie 
Statfa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow- 
Boat.  Steamer  in  couneotiou  with  tlie  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  Kew 
Smoking  Koom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,  EILREA,  co.  DERRY 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments, 
accommodation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths 
Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ;  ^'ehicIes  ;  Boats 
New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers 
1ioai-d,  9/-  per  day. "Address,  Miss  McC'ALLUll, 
Manageress. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL 

Famous  Angling  Resort ;  SALMON  and  GRILSE 
ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  river  Inclianl,  by 
arrangement.  FREE  TROliT  FISHING  on 
upwards  of  twenty  lochs  abounding  with  Brown 
Trout,  some  with  Sea  Trout,  and  S(.ime  with 
Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING.  Pictin-esipie 
views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery.  Postiu"; 
Boating  and  vehicular  excursions.  Fishin; 
Tackle,  etc.  All  communications  promptly 
attended  to.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence 
Mail  t'uach  or  Hire.  Glasgow  Steamers  call 
fortnightly.    EvAN  Grant,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL 

Eg-g-esford,  North  Devon. 

FISHING  PEEK  to  HOTEL  GUESTS. 
Twenty  miles  preserved  water — Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE  WORTH,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLE.SEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
river  C'rygill.  3d.  fare  to  CoronLake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  CUXTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Pishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon  ;  best 
months,  April  and  May.  Also  Angling 
on  the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout. 
All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Pro- 
prietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishiug 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  liver 
Naver,  and  good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats 
on  all  lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  wallss  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.  Apply — 

3Vi:Xt,S.  STXTAE^.T, 

BETTYHILL    HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


Langholm. 

FISHING    Q  UA  R  TEIiS  : 

ESKDALE  HOTEL 

(Temperance). 
SEND   FOR  TARIFF. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  H 

Only  6  hours'  rail  from  London.  Station :  LLANFYLLIN. 


The  Best  Fishing  in  the  Kingdom  Free  to  Visitors  at  the 
HoteL    Steady  and  expert  boatmen.      En  pension  terms 
only  10s.  6d.  a  day. 

SEASON  BEGAN  ON  1st  OF  MARCH, 

Telegraph  and  Post 


Rooms  and  Boats  are  still  being  Booked. 

Hotel  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry. 


4i  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHiNO. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  river  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  BEST  in  Wales. 
Report  for  District,  1900  and  1901,  aVGPag'e  83  Salmon.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales 
ou  draught  and  in  bottle.   Billiards  and  Posting. 

inciusive  Terms,  9s.  a  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


W8!i  Hoieljeni 


HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE    STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  nn  the  shore.s  of  loi  li  Katrine,  is  most  lieautifnlly  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy's  country,  Glengj  le  and  the  romantic  t;raveyai'd  of  Clan  Cirofjorlieiug  iu  close  proximity 
and  as  a  Hshinpr  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  'J'he  tishin;;  is  free  on  loch  Katrine,  loch  Chon,  and 
several  lull  lochs,  to  people  stayiug  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  luversuaid,  or  by  Al)erfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by  these 
routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  ofhce  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBEIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

Boarders,  including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  PISHING  for  Pike, 
Perch  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait. 
Free  to  Visitors.  Pive  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Sea  Fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


LOCH  AWE. 

TAYCHRECCAN  HOTEL 

Trout  and  .Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe, 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Nant  and  Loch  Moon. 
To  save  disappointment,  wire  or  write  early  to 
secure  rooms  and  boats.   .Special  Terms  for  June. 

WILLIAJI  J.  CAMERON. 
Postal  address  :—via  Kilchrenan,  N.B. 
Telegrams  :  "  Taychreggan,  Portsouachan." 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully 
situated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  .Splendid 
Trout  fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles 
of  the  ilegget  water  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Inclusive  Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  PISHING  on 

loch  Ness,  Pree  to  Visitors ;  also  TROUT 
FISHING  on  lochs  P'arraline,  Garth, 
and  Bran.  Special  weekly  terms.  Post- 
'ng.    Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Foyers." 

.S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  KEBDILT  AND  ENLAKOED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  river  and  loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegraphic  Address,  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Proprietress,  Mrs.  Mitchell. 

SALMON  FISHING. 

LOCH  TAY,  KILLIN,  N.B. 

BOATS  free  to  Hotel  visitors ;  charges  : 
£1  per  Salmon.  Pishing  opened  15th 
January.  For  Boats,  apply  to  H.  J, 
Maisey,  Killih  Hotel,  Killin,  N.B. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

B»ndon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
&ood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish. 
Pike,  18  inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England. 
Now  in  its  fresh  Spring  Beauty. 

Boating,  Punting  and  Sailing  on  own  Private 
Lake,  2  miles  in  circumference. 


UPWARDS  OF  A  MILE  OF  WELL  PRE- 
SERVED TROUT  STREAM 

.Just  acquired,  in  near  neighbourhood,  and  now 
open  to  Visitors  to  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  2f  guineas  pep 
week.       Evepy  thing  of    Best  Possible 
Quality,  and  at  Modepate  Ppiees. 


Good  and  Extensive  Stabling  and  Coachhouses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Tariff  forwarded  on  application, 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "  GrifBth»,  Frensham  Pond,  Suney.' 


GOOD  LAKE  AND  RIVER 
FISHING 

(Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Eels) 
at  a  nominal  cost. 

SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Three  minutes  from  lake.    Splendidly  situated  ; 
one  of  the  lluest  views  in  lake  district  from  the 
hotel.    Terms,  6».  (id.  per  day,  or  a  guineas  per 
week.    Special  terms  for  tishennen. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Perox  Pish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded 
14,483  trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.  Particu- 
lars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING 

Granted  by  the  Eabl  of  Oaenarvon 
(rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  free  to  visitors. 

CARNARYON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

adjoining  niuo-holo  Golf  Course.  First- 
class  Greens.     Professional  instructor. 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  Reserved   Trout  Fishing 

PREE  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Hotel  adjoins  GolfLinJcs,  Mineral  Springs 
and  Baths. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
iu  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquartetg  of  C.T.C., 
&c. — Address,  PROPRiBror. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
ilask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater 
ing  and  accommodation  the ,  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  UlST. 

Best  Fishing  in  Hebrides  for  Siilnion, 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout.   Over  SO  lochs. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  from 
25th  February  till  end  of  October. 
Excellent  Sea  Fishing.  Boats  on  all 
lochs.  Drawing  and  smoking  rooms. 
Hot,  cold,  and  salt  water  baths.  Posting. 
Daily  mails  via  Oban,  Mallaig,  and  Inver- 
ness. Telegraph  office.  Good  golf  course 
short  drive  from  Hotel. 

  D.  MACPADYEN. 


(LOCH  TAY), 
GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

lifautifnlly  »itu:itcil  on  the  Kinks  of  the  river  Dochart. 


rroumlivi  by  ivil.l,  |.icl 
niilrs  fniiii  the  he 
fr..ni  [.nil,  stiiti.in  cm  tl 
Five  miles  of  S  il 

]loeh;irt,  hn  \i  \h„  \ 
Visit. PIS  stayiuL-  .it  tli.-  1 
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Huariled.    Uolf  coins.,.  I 


1  romantic  sceneiT  ; 
..f  Ta.v,   and  one  mile 

I  allan.h.r  aii.l  (  il.an  R.aihvay. 

II  and  Tniut  Fishing  on  the 
t,  aii.l  l.ieli  Nubhaiv,  I'reo  to 
.  1    B.iats  fr.-e.  Every  Home 

...iterate  charges.  Tarties 
tiug  in  all  branches.  Poet 


and  Tblegraph.  Luili  .station. 

DONALD  McNAUGIlTON,  Proprieto 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE. 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers,  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold, 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tarig  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


June  28,  1902 
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Wells'  scale,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  furnisbl^you 
with  the  following  list  of  eight  trout  taken  from  the 
Thames  by  myself  in  April  and  May,  1898,  using 
bleak  on  ordinary  Thames  flight  spinning  taokle. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  G.  Hodgkins. 


lb. 


2 

12 
12 

8 
0 
12 
0 
7 


ounces 


length. 
20  inches 
21 
20 
21 
22 
20 
20J 
23 


girth. 
15J  inches. 
13  „ 
3  2 

1-1  „ 

14 

12 

12  „ 
IH  „ 


LENGTH  AND  WEIGHT  OF  PISH. 


DEA.R  Sir,— It  was  I  who  in  October  1882  asked  this 
question,  and  in  your  paper  dated  November  of  that 
year,  page  529,  you  gave  the  weights  for  length  of 
many  kinds  of  fish  from  Mr.  Burgess's  book.  I  find  it 
nearer  to  accuracy  than  Wells  ;  his  scale  is  too  heavy 
for  natural  trout  in  waters  where  they  were  hatched, 
perhaps  Wells  may  be  nearer  for  fish  reared  in 
hatcheries  and  regularly  fed. 

I  ought  to  say  the  fish  .1  have  tested  were  Devon 
trout,  and  I  have  printed  the  list  in  my  catalogues 
ever  since. 

I  enclose  a  slip  which  I  add  on  the  butts  of  the  rods 
I  make  and  sell,  but  find  fishermen  are  careless 
respecting  this  measurement  on  their  rod,  and  in  time 
ignore  it  until  they  place  their  fish  into  the  scale,  and 
then  when  the  average  of  their  fish  is  taken  they 
find  it  useful.  A  fish  of  9  inches  does  not  weigh  Jib. 
I  am  sure  all  fishermen  would  find  it  useful. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Rowb. 

Barnstaple. 

[Mr.  Howe's  scale  makesla  5|  inch  trout  weigh  loz. ; 
one  of  9^  inches  3oz  ;  one  of  11  inches  6oz.  ;  and  one 
of  12  inches  8^oz. — Ed  1. 


LOUGH  DERG. 
SiE, — I  am  sure  Mr.  Pine  has  placed  us  all  under  a 
great  obligation  by  his  most  ioterestiag  letter  in  your 
issue  of  J  une  7  on  the  subject  of  dapping  on  Lough  Derg, 
and  it  allords  me  no  little  gratification  to  feel  that  I 
may  fairly  claim  some  of  the  cradit  of  this  myself. 
My  letter  it  appears,  of  an  earlier  date,  "  drew  "  him. 
It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  someone  equally  well 
posted  up  in  them  would  do  as  much  for  Erne,  Sheelin, 
Corrib,  and  a  few  more  of  our  Irish  dapping  lakes.  I 
had  already  heard  that  this  has  been  an  excellent 
season  so  far  on  Derg,  although  the  weather  has  been 
on  the  hard  side,  and  indeed  at  this  present  moment 
of  writing  we  are  here  on  the   Shannon  in  the 
agonies  of  the  fourth  day  of  a  fierce  arctic  storm  from 
the  north,  and  the  weather  which  ushered  this  in  was 
quite  worthy  of  it  too.    Such  June  weather  I  have 
never  known.    The  Miy  Plies  are  certainly  alive  when 
they  come  up,  but  quite  torpid.    To  collect  them  you 
have  simply  tj  throw  them  into  your  .boat,  and  you 
will  find  them  stuck  there,  frost-bitten  and  motionless 
when  you  want  them.    They  have  not  enough  vitality 
to  resent  being  impaled  on  the  hook,  and  do  nob  even 
flutter  or  struggle  under  the  operation.    I  have  been 
on  Lough  Ree,  alone,  on  several  days,  and  had  four 
fish  (101b.)  one  afternoon  in  about  an  hour.    This,  so 
far,  has  been  my  red-letter  day.    It  was  also  nearly 
my  last,  as  the  storm  waxed  wroth  and  hurled  myself 
and  boat  on  an  island  where  I  crouched,  imprisoned 
by  the  roaring  elements,  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Oh, 
its  delightful  June  weather  I    Next  day  the  hurricane 
seized  me  just  as  I  commenced  operations,  and  held 
me  prisoner  again,  this  time  till  seven,  when  it 
moderated  a  little  and  I  ventured  out.    I  had  two 
nice  fish  in  half  an  hour.    The  same  day  a  boat  had 
eight  fish  (151b.)  between  five  and  seven,  and  this 
has  been  the  record  up  to  the  present.    We  dap  here 
till^the  close  of  June.    Our  fish  are  very  dour.  Por 
hours  together  not  a  rise  is  to  be  seen,  but  they  are 
worth  waiting  for.    In  fire  and  flavour  they  are  far 
before  the  Derg  fish,  and  the  average  weight  is  I  think 
higher.    This  season,  however,  we  are  getting  a  number 
of  small  fish  under  21b.    But  Mr.  Pine's  "  109^1b.  in 
eight  days  "  is  a  thing  beyond  our  wildest  dreams.  I  had 
heard  before  to-day  of  how  close  and  fine  that  gentleman 
fished,  and  how  well  he  deserved  his  luck.  His  figures 
for  1898  I  took  from  his  own  report  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.    Certainly  no  one  would  go  to  "  Killaloe  or 
Portumna  for  the  bast  dapping"  wfio  knew  theropes, 
but  where  else  should  one  go  to  that  does  not  know  them, 
and  is  on  the  look  out  for  information  ?     Making  one 
of  those  places,  or,  better  still,  both  in  turn  his  head- 
quarters for  a  day  or  two,  let  him  hunt  up  the  lake 
shores  by  car  or  like  or  on  foot  for  "  a  little  fishing 
lodge "  or  its  equivalent— not  forgetting  to  take  the 
police  and  the  recommended  residents  into  council — 
and  he  should  find  something  to  suit  him,  and  this 
was  the  meaning  of  my  advice  to  your  correspondent 
who  asked  for  guidance.     By  the  way,  sir,  do  you 
notice  how  these  Irish  loughs,  which  are  geographically 
river  expansions,  have,  almost  invariably  a  town  at 
either  end,  and  seldom  anything  amounting  even  to  a 


village  anywhere  else  on  their  shores  ?  Derg  has  its 
Killaloe  and  Portumna ;  Ree  its  Athlone  and  Lanes- 
borough;  Erne,  Enniskillen  and  Belleek ;  and  so  on. 
Now,  although  it  is  quite  true  that  not  one  of  these 
places  is  the  best,  or  even  a  second  best,  place  perhaps 
to  dap  these  lakes,  they  are  certainly  the  best  places  for 
the  stranger  to  come  to  for  information  and  guidance 
on  the  matter.  So  I  really  think  my  withers  are 
unwrung.  Another  thing,  I  only  fished  Derg  a  few 
days  in  1893  and  again  in  1900,  "  how  then,"  Mr.  Pine 
asks,  "can  he  speak  authoritatively  upon  the  general 
fishing  of  Derg."  The  historian,  who  confines  himself 
to  personal  knowledge,  may  be  very  accurate,  but  his 
limitations  are  distressing.  Scott  sang  the  glories  of 
fair  Melrose  "  by  the  pale  moonlight  "  in  verses  we 
all  have  by  heart ;  but  when  someone  asked  him  when 
he  saw  it  under  these  conditions,  ho  exclaimed,  "  Do 
you  think  me  such  a  fool,  sir,  as  to  go  there  in  the 
night  and  catch  cold  !  "  After  reading  Mr.  Pine's 
excellent  letter  I  now  feel  fit  to  speak  "  authoritatively 
of  Derg  dapping  "  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  and  feel 
very  grateful  to  Mr.  Pine  in  consequence.  This  is  the 
true  historic  method. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


MAY  PLY  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  DERG. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  number  of  June  7  Mr.  Pine 
writes:— "I  saw  hundreds  of  fish  feeding  upon  the 
flj)  going  for  them  with  a  mad  splashing  rise  that 
made  my  mouth  water,  for  it  was  too  windy  to  fish 
properly."  Mr.  Pine  here  refers  only  to  dapping  with 
the  real  fly,  as  I  understand  his  letter.  On  this 
understanding,  and  with  great  diflidence,  I  make  the 
following  suggestion  to  those  who  do  not  object  to  wet 
fly  fishing  in  the  dapping  season. 


Green  Drake  is  seldom  taken,  but  the  larva  is  taken 
froaly.  That  fly  l  arely  comes  out  in  great  swarms,  but 
comes  out  more  or  less  all  throuj,'h  the  summer.  The 
trout  will  take  the  artificial  fly  freelv  fished  wet  as  I 
have  described,  though  they  are  not  at  the  time  taking 
any  of  the  real  flies. 

'i'he  fly  fishing  of  the  north-eastsm  part  of  Lough 
Mask  has  improved  in  the  last  three  years.  A  fisher- 
man of  many  years'  experience  agrees  with  me  as  to 
the  fact.  Moreover  during  these  years  there  has  been 
a  progressive  increase  of  size  of  trout  taken  with  the 
fly,  greater  this  year  than  in  previous  years.  Formerly 
it  was  unusual  to  take  trout  of  31b.  and  ujjwards; 
now  such  fish  are  by  no  means  unusual,  and  the 
number  of  fish  taken  from  2lb.  to  31b.  has  propor- 
tionately increased. 

This  improvement  coincides  with  a  period  of  three 
years  or  so  from  the  time  when  the  rivers  at  the 
southern  end  were  first  better  watched,  and  nets  and 
otters,  and  cross-lines  were  forbidden.  During  the 
last  few  years  eel  catchers  have  taken  many  hundred- 
weight of  eels  out.  These  changes  have  probably 
combined  to  effect  an  improvement,  but  I  hesitate  to 
say  the  improvement  is  a  consequence  because  I  read 
lately  that  it  was  said,  in  reference  to  a  certain  Irish 
lakes  that  the;  fishing  was  good  and  bad  in  very  long 
cycles  of  years. 

Thi3  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  I  think,  but  I  have  here  no  means  of 
reference.  Up  to  twenty  years  ago  the  trout  rose 
better  than  they  have  risen  up  to  a  few  years  ago,  but 
they  were  then  not  so  large  as  they  are  now.  It  is 
hard  to  assign  the  improvement  to  any  particular 
cause. — Yours  truly,  H.  T.  Kxox. 

Ballinrobe,  June  10. 


Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Make  up  a  cast  with  an  Olive  and  a  Claret,  or  any 
other  two  local  flies,  as  the  tail  and  middle  flies,  and 
an  artificial  Green  Drake  as  the  top  fly.  Let  the 
Green  Drake  be  the  Yellow  Winged  Champion,  or  one 
of^^the  many  other  floating  patterns  of  May  Fly  which 
are  used  on  the  English  rivers.  I  prefer  for  this 
purpose  a  wool  body  to  a  straw  body.  Work  them  so 
that  the  Green  Drake  dabbles  on  the  top  of  the  water. 
This  can  be  done  in  any  storm  in  which  a  boat  can  be 
managed.  This  plan  might  give  sport  in  the  circum- 
stances stated  by  Mr.  Pine,  and  might  even  pick  up 
fish  on  other  days  in  the  long  intervals  when  trout  are 
not  taking  the  flies.  Por  this  purpose  I  recommend 
having  a  small  rod,  so  that  the  dapping  rod  and  tackle 
can  be  taken  up  the  moment  a  rise  comes  on. 

Even  when  the  wind  is  too  high  for  dapping  with 
the  real  fly  the  artificial  might  perhaps  be  used  suc- 
cessfully for  dapping.  If  oiled  it  will  float  well.  The 
fly  can  be  kept  on  the  water  by  letting  a  little  of  the 
gut  lie  on  the  water.    The  fish  will  not  then  notice  it. 

My  experience  of  dapping  on  good  dapping  water  is 
almost  none,  only  five  or  six  days  on  two  occasions  on 
Lough  Ennell.  These  suggestions  are  niade  with 
diffidence,  because  they  are  based  on  fishing  Lough 
Mask  in  eighteen  out  of  the  last  twenty-four  summers 
as  well  as  some  other  waters,  whereby  I  have  learnt 
that  I  know  very  little,  and  that  the  wavs  of  fish  vary 
much.  Still  I  do  advise  a  trial  of  what  answers  on 
Lough  Mask.    It  might  do  elsewhere. 

The  sudden  general  rise  of  trout  at  the  Green  Drake 
is  very  seldom  seen  on  Lough  Mask.  It  is  quite 
exceptional  even  where  there  is  abundance  of  that  fly 
on  the  water.  Yet  it  is  not  because  the  trout  are 
unwilling  to  feed  on  flies,  for  I  have  seen  them  rising 
freely  at  small  flies  when  they  did  not  take  the  Green 
Drakes  which  were  floating  quietly  among  them.  The 


I   IjOMOXD  fejAL-U 


A  36LB.  LOCH  LOMOND  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  to  you  of  date  April  21 
last,  and  which  appeared  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette  of 
April  26,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  you  the 
capture  by  trolling  of  a  salmon  of  3Glb.  weight  with 
rod  and  line  on  Ljch  Lomond.  As  this  capture  is 
admitted  by  anglers  in  the  West  of  Scotland  to  be 
the  record  fish  got  by  rod  and  line  on  the  loch  the 
accompanying  photo— by  an  amateur  in  the  art  it  is 
perhaps  needless  to  say— may  be  of  some  interest  to 
you  and  your  readers. 

The  fish  was  caught  in  Balmaha  Bay  in  rather 
boisterous  weather  on  Siturday,  April  19,  by  Mr. 
Duncan  Fisher,  of  Gartocharn  (member  of  the  Loch 
Lomond  Angling  Association),  and  with  him  in 
the  boat  was  his  wife.iwho  acted  "  boatman  "  on  the 
occasion.  The  "counterfeit  presentment"  of  the 
fortunate  couple  appears  in  the  picture,  and  these 
briefly  are  the  details  of  their  take  :— Condition,  clean, 
fresh  run  cock  fish  ;  length,  il^  inches  ;  weight,  361b. '; 
girth  (greatest),  24  inches;  lure,  a  small  gudgeon; 
rod^  14  feet  light  bamboo  ;  the  "  kill  "  taking  IJ  hours.' 

You  will  observe  that  the  head  of  the  fish  as 
depicted  in  the  photograph  is  somewhat  elongated. 
This  "  defect  "  was  brought  about  in  carrying  the  fish 
home  over  the  shoulder  by  means  of  an  oar  inserted 
in  the  mouth  and  out  at  the  gill,  the  great  weight 
causing  a  tearing  of  the  jaw  and  falling  to  the  ground. 

I  may  add,  further,  that  this  "King  of  the  loch" 
was  not  weighed  properly  until  the  Monday  morning 
after  the  capture,  and  as  a  prominent  and  well-known 
angling  authority  here  then  pronounced  "  had  it  been 
it  would  have  turned  the  scale  at  401b."  It  was  indeed 
a  splendid  specimen  of  salar,  and  I  can  testify  that 
its  "  flesh  "  did  not  belie  its  looks. 

A  photo  was  taken  by  a  professional  photographer 
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two  days  after  the  capture  of  this  fish,  but  it  Is  hardly 
an  artistic  production,  and  I  hope  that  the  amateur 
effort  enclosed  will  be  of  some  use. — Yours  truly, 
W.  Johnstone  Forfar 
(Glasgow  Walton  Angling  Club). 
P.S. — Just  a  word  of  congratulation  to  Mr.  B.  Geo. 
Cope  for  his  successes  in  this  loch.    The  relation  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  31  of  his  catches  on  chance 
visits  to  this  fine  expanse  of  water  shows  him  to  be  an 
angler  of  truly  phenomenal  good  luck,  such  as  rarely 
falls  to  the  anglers  in  this  district — anglers,  I  may  say, 
too,  whose  "flees"  are  seldom  anywhere  else  than 
"  on  the  water  "  of  the  "  Queen  of  Scottish  lochs," 


A  TAXIDERMIO  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  kindly 
inform  me  through  your  columns  as  to  whether  a 
taxidermist  is  responsible  to  the  owner  for  the  value 
of  a  specimen  fish  entrusted  to  him  for  preservation. 
• — Yours  truly,  "  Wulfreenian," 

Wolverhampton. 

[If  a  taxidermist  accepts  an  order  to  preserva  a 
pptcimen  unreservedly  and  damages  the  specimen  you 
can  bring  an  action  for  damages,  but  you  have  got  to 
convince  the  court  that  your  claim  is  a  fair  one— they 
may  think  very  small  beer  of  your  specimen.  If  you 
Eeud  cloth  to  a  tailor  to  make  into  a  coat,  and  he 
burns  or  otherwise  damages  it,  you  can  bring  an  action 
for  the  value  of  the  cloth,  but  there  is  no  market  price 
for  specimen  fish  except  that  of  the  fish  market,  and 
that  varies  with  the  season. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  DORSET. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  give  "  Landing  Net "  a  certain 
amount  of  information  with  regard  to  the  fishing  in 
the  Stour  between  Blandford  and  Gillinoham.  The 
river  offers,  I  should  say,  the  best  roach  fishing  to  be 
had  in  England,  as  the  fish,  according  to  my  experience, 
run  large  (roach  of  a  pound  and  a-half  being  common) 
and  feed  very  boldly.  There  are  some  good  dace  on 
the  shallows  ;  I  have  caught  them  up  to  jib.  with  a  dry 
fly.  Perch  abound,  but  are  much  more  sought  by  local 
anglers  than  the  other  fish,  and  in  consequence  are 
rather  shy.  There  are  no  chub  in  the  rivers,  but  here 
and  there  there  is  a  heavy  trout.  Trout  are,  I  believe, 
more  plentiful  at  Gillingham,  but  I  have  never  fished 
there.  I  know  the  river  best  at  Shillingstone,  which 
is  about  five  miles  above  Blandford.  Three  years  ago 
the  fishing  at  this  point  was  free,  or  at  any  rate  un- 
questioned ;  there  is  a  backwater  below  the  mill  in 
which  I  have  made  fine  baskets  of  roach  up  to  very 
nearly  21b.,  and  I  have  seen  some  fish  in  it  much 
larger. 

Above  and  below  Shillingstone  the  water  is  in  private 
hands,  but  there  should  be  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
leave  to  fish  on  a  proper  application.  There  are 
several  brooks  in  the  neighbourhood  within  reach  of  a 
cycle  ride  which  contain  heavy  trout,  and  many  of  the 
farmers  and  millers  are  generous  in  giving  leave  to 
fish. 

There  is  an  inn  close  to  the  station,  called,  I  think, 
the  Railway  Inn,  where  accommodation  could  no 
doubt  be  obtained  at  reasonable  charges.  It  is  about 
five  minutes'  walk  from  the  river.  The  pike  fishing  is 
better  below  Blandford,  but  I  fancy  it  is  strictly 
preserved,  and  not  of  much  use  before  October. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Shillingstone." 


THE  "KENDALL"  ADJUSTABLE 
MINNOW  TACKLE. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  Mr.  Kendall  kindly  sent 
me  a  pattern  of  his  excellent  spinning-tackle  for 
fishing  the  natural  minnow.    I  had  some  made  up 
and  have  given  it  a  fair  trial.    I  find  it  very  effective, 
particularly  in  a  bold  water,  when  it  is  advisable  to 
fish  a  larger  minnow  than  when  fishing  in  low  and 
clear  water.   Under  the  last-named  conditions  I  prefer 
the  smaller  tackle  known  as  "  A  R I E  L  "  or  "  Ariel," 
so  do  the  majority  of  my  customers. — Yours  truly, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


BE  MAHSEER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  September,  1872,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  appeared  in  the  Standard.  1  give 
ycu  copy  of  it  verbatim ; — 

"  The  Largest  Fish  ever  Caught  by  Rod  and  Line. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Standard. 

"  Sir, — It  may  interest  the  public  to  know  that  the 
largest  fish  ever  taken  by  rod  and  line  was  captured 

lately  by  Mr.   R  ,  a  well-known  sportsman,  at 

Mussoorie,  in  the  Dhoon,  in  India.  The  fish  was  a 
mahseer  of  the  enormous  weight  of  lOSJlb.  The  names 
of  several  officers  and  gentlemen  who  were  present  at 
the  time  were  given  in  the  letter  which  contained  the 
account,  and  which  was  written  by  the  fortunate 
sportsman  himself,  and  was  shown  to  me  by  Mr. 
Farlow,  the  well-known  taokle-maker  in  the  Strand. 
The  bait  used  was  a  small  phantom  minnow  invented 
by  Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  a  most  effective  bait  for  all 
fish  of  prey  all  over  the  world. 

"Anyone  who  may  wish  to  verify  the  story  may,  I 
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have  ho  doiabtj  see  the  letter  with  names  of  the 
witnesses  by  calling  at  Farlow's. 

"  The  largest  I  ever  heard  of  previous  to  this  was 
1011b.,  but  fish  of  701b.  and  601b.  have  not  been 
unknown. 

"  The  mahseer  is  called  the  Himalayah  salmon,  but 
it  does  not  belong  to  the  salmoniia  at  all,  but  to  the 
cijprinidic,  being  a  species  of  large  chub. — (Signed) 
Francis  Francis. 

"  The  Firs,  Twickenham." 

Yours  truly,  E.  Bicknell. 

COARSE  PISHING  NEAR  CROYDON  AND 
BEXLEY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  let  me  know  of  any  coarse  fishing  near 
Croydon  or  Bexley,  either  free  or  at  a  small  charge. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  C.  W. 


PISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  few  weeks 
at  Barmouth  about  the  end  of  July,  and  should  be 
glad  if  any  of  your  numerous  readers  could  give  me 
any  information  respecting  the  trout  fishing  to  be  had 
in  the  locality.  If  river  fishing,  is  wading  necessary  ? 
Also  any  information  regarding  best  flies  to  use  at 
that  time  (July-August). — Yours  truly, 

"  Hare's  Lug." 


FISHING  ON  DARTMOOR. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Intending  to  spend  a  month  on 
Dartmoor  could  any  brother  angler  give  me  some 
infcim  ition  as  to  locality,  flies,  lodgings,  tickets,  etc. 
I  sbould  like  to  be  high  up,  on  the  moor  itself  if 
possible,  where  one  could  wander  and  fish  at  will. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Surgeon." 


FINDS  THE  "MALLOOH"  REEL  ANSWERS 
PERFECTLY, 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  the  coarse-fishing  season  is  in 
full  swing  I  think  my  experience  of  casting-reels, 
which  is  that  of  a  beginner,  may  be  of  value  to  fellow 
novices.  I  first  tried  an  ordinary  Nottingham  reel, 
and  after  a  lot  of  practice  and  a  corresponding  amount 
of  bad  language  I  managed  to  throw  about  half  the 
distance  I  usually  accomplish  from  the  coiled  line. 

Messrs.  J.  Bernard  &  Son,  to  whom  I  confided  my 
reel  troubles,  produced  a  "Malloch  "  reel,  and  after 
explaining  the  working  of  same  recommended  me  to 
purchase  one.  I  duly  bought  a  fairly  heavy  one 
(price,  I  believe,  f  1  7s.  6d.) ;  I  used  it  last  Monday  on 
the  Thames,  and  have  used  it  twice  since  in  this 
neighbourhood.  I  find  it  works  perfectly,  and  up  to 
date  I  have  not  had  a  kink.  In  fact  I  intend  using  no 
other  for  casting  when  coarse  fishing.  I  am  using  a 
"  Berthon "  ten-foot  boat  which  is  very  steady,  and 
which  I  can  also  recommend. — Yours  faithfully. 

Sports'  Club,  London.        Sidney  S,  Pownceby. 


FISHING  IN  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest,  especially  to  South 
London  anglers,  to  know  that  the  various  ponds 
(particularly  the  "  Boat  Lake  ")  contain  a  quantity  of 
coarse  fish.  Recently  a  member  of  the  Penge  A.S. 
had  151b.  of  good  fish  (best  fish  over  51b  ).  Two  years 
ago  the  lake  was  stocked  with  rainbow  trout,  and  may 
now  be  fished  for. — Yours  truly.  Observer. 

[Perhaps  "Observer"  will  say  what  "coarse"  fish 
are  in  the  lakes  or  ponds,  and  of  what  species  the 
"  over  five-pounder"  was.— Ed.] 


"ANGLING  BECOMING  TOO  SCIENTIFIC." 

Dear  Sir, — Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  all  who 
fish  streams  where  Salmonidie  are  so  plentiful  to  have 
a  good  coloured  representation  of  it  about  them,  or 
such  to  be  bound  up  in  every  fishing  book  ?  With 
such  lunatics  as  are  often  found  on  the  Bench,  one 
cannot  be  too  careful, — Yours  truly,  Piscator. 


NETTING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sib, — On  Monday,  June  9,  two  of  our  party 
were  fly  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib.  We  noticed  four 
men  drawing  a  net  across  the  very  bays  we  were  about 
to  fish.  We  at  once  rowed  in  to  catch  the  supposed 
poachers,  but  were  surprised  to  learn  that  these  men 
were  in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  leading  noblemen  in 
county  Galway.  We  saw  trout  from  2^Vo.  to  Jib. 
killed  in  the  one  draw  of  the  net ;  no  salmon  were 
taken. 

We  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association,  a  copy  of  which  we  now  forward. 
In  this  you  will  find  the  whole  history  of  the  measures 
taken  for  the  preservation  of  trout  on  Lough  Corrib. 
You  will  also  see  that  the  man  referred  to  is  one  of 
the  leading  subscribers  to  this  association.  It  is 
useless  to  withold  the  name  of  the  nobleman  to  whom 
we  refer — Lord  Ardilaun.  The  before  mentioned 
report  will  show  that  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  association  are  insufficient  by  nine-tenths  of  the 
amount  required  to  preserve  such  an  expanse  of  water 
as  the  magnificent  fishing  grounds  of  Lough  Corrib. 
It  will  also  prove  that  sportsmen  in  and  around  the 
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lough  are  subscribing  in  proportion  to  their  means  tfa 
increase  the  sport  when  (if  it  should  be  increased)  the 
chief  gainer  will  be  one  of  the  richest  noblemen  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

To-day  (June  12)  three  of  the  undersigned  fished 
on  Lough  Mask,  on  which  no  nets  or  cross-lines  are 
used.  We  each  had  good  baskets.  The  largest  trout 
were  as  follows  :— (each)  gjlb.,  81b.,  51b.,  S^lb.,  S.^lb., 
and  several  fish  over  21b.  One  of  the  undersigned 
fished  Lough  Corrib  on  the  same  day  and  caught  only 
one  fish  (21b.),  although  on  previous  occasions  he  has 
on  Lough  Mask  generally  killed  the  largest  bag  of  the 
day.  Theseijtwo  loughs  are  capable  of  being  made 
the  finest  trout  fishing  in  the  world,  and  it  would  be 
a  grand  thing  if  riparian  owners  would  support  the 
efforts  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association. — Yours 
truly,  Wm.  Bailey,  Twickenham  House,  King's  oo,, 
Ireland. 

Sam.  W.  Wells,  Keighley,  Yorkshire, 
Guy  De  Maupas,  Bromborough,  Cheshire. 
Rupert  E.  F.  Fawkes,  Elmsfleld,  Bayshill, 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur.  Cheltenham. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OP  WIGHT, 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  please 

say  if  any  coarse  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  Isle  of  Wight? 

I  think  there  is  a  lake  in  Appuldeoombe  Park,  and  a 

pond  at  Bonchurch.    I  do  not  think  the  river  ia 

much  use  (Medina). — Yours  truly, 
Bournemouth.  C,  G.  Carr,  Major, 


PISHING  NEAR  KIDDERMINSTER. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  "Pike 
Spinner,"  the  River  Severn  runs  through  Bewdley, 
three  miles  by  road  or  rail  from  Kidderminster,  also 
past  Stourport,  about  four  to  five  miles  from  Kidder- 
minster; but  Bewdley  is  by  far  the  better  portion. 
Fishing  free,  subject  to  Is.  licence  under  Board  of 
Conservators,  etc.  There  are  plenty  of  roach,  dace, 
chub,  eels,  gudgeon,  pike,  and  a  few  perch,  trout,  and 
grayling. 

Above  Bewdley,  towards  Leckley,  Hampton  Lode, 
Eardington  (stations  on  Severn  Valley  Railway), 
there  are  some  nice  fords  and  runs  for  fly  fishing  for 
trout  and  grayling,  although  the  same  are  rather 
scarce  ;  but  the  coarse  fishing  is  really  very  fair,  some 
of  the  deep  swims  and  pools  about  Bewdley  holding  fine 
chub.  Silver  Grey. 

[Many  thanks.— Ed.] 


PERCH  PISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  G.  A.  Bourohier,  I  have 
had  capital  perch  and  roach  fishing  on  the  Ouse  at 
Holywell  Ferry.  Perch  taken— 21b.  12oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
31b.  8oz.— can  be  seen  at  the  inn  there.  My  best  roach 
in  February  last  was  lib.  14Joz.,  which  is  being  put  up. 
Boats  and  live  bait  can  always  be  had,  most  comfort- 
able quarters,  and  every  attention  by  the  worthy  host 
and  hostess.  Write  to  A.  Scard,  Old  Ferryboat  Fishery, 
near  St.  Ives,  Hunts. — Yours  truly,  J.  K.  Bohling, 

Brentford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society. 


FLY  PISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  could  tell  me  of  any  fly  fishing  to  be 
had  by  ticket,  or  attached  to  an  inn,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Reading,  Farnham,  or  within  easy  distance  of 
London. — Yours  truly,  T.  G.  A. 

[T.  G.  A.  should  write  to  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Hungerford  Fishery  Association  for  particulars  of 
tickets  for  trout  and  grayling  fishing. — Ed.] 


NAILS  FOR  BROGUES. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  little  time  since  inquiries  were 
made  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  the  best  nails  for 
wading  brogues.    Have  you  seen  any  like  the  enclosed  ? 
They  are  the  best  I  have  ever  come  across.  They 
never  come  off  until  the  head  of  the  screw  is  worn 
down,  and  can  easily  be  replaced.    I  get  them  from  a 
local  shoemaker,  who  made  me  a  lirst-rate  pair  of 
brogues  fitted  with  them. — Yours  truly,    J.  Baker 
The  White  House, 
Grosmont,  R.S.O., 
Yorkshire. 

[This  might  be  called  the  Coronation  brogue-nail. 
It  is  in  two  parts,  a  small  steel  coronet  with  a  hole 
through  it,  into  which  you  put  a  screw,  and  then 
screw  the  coronet  to  the  sole  of  the  brogue.  I  do  not 
see  why  it  should  not  answer  well  and  give  a  good 
grip.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  WEST  OP  IRELAND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  as  to  where  to  obtain  good  trout  fishing 
in  the  West  of  Ireland— Connemara  for  preference  ? 
I  should  prefer  farmhouse  lodgings  close  to  lake  or 
riverside,  but  do  not  object  very  much  to  a  quiet  hotel 
close  to  the  water.  Any  information  as  to  flies  or 
fishing — that  is,  whether  by  payment  or  through  hotel — 
would  be  much  appreciated. — Yours  truly,   J,  A,  C. 

(Several  letters  are  mavoidably  held  over,) 
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CADBURTSCO COA 

Dr.  J.  M.  iiARRIE  savs  :  "what     "  "  ■  


T         i:  ARRIE  says :  "  WHAT 

I  «aU  the  '  ARCADIA  '  in  ■  Uy  ildy 
Nicotine  is  the  •  CRAVEN  '  Mixture  and  ii,". 
otner. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Lta., 

FISHING  Ron  &  TACKLE  MANUFACTUREBS, 

137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  London,  E.C.  * 

AGENTS  FOR  INDIA  :  WALTER  LOCKE  &  CO.,  CALCUTTA,  LAHORE,  AND  SIMLA 

LEATHER  TACKLE  CASES. 


C    Annual  Subscription,  ) 

rV^ll^^-^']  TWOPENCE 

ABSOLUTELY 

PURE, 
THEREFORE 
BEST 


J-lb.  Sample  Tin,  2/6,  Postage  M.  extra 


J.  J.  CARRERAS, 

7,  WARDOUR  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE 

LONDON,  W. 
OR   ANY  TOBACCONIST. 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

GRATEFUL- COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


Pigskin,  two- 
fold, fitted  for 
Hooks,  Casts, 
Mounted  Lines, 

etc.,  3/6. 


Calf  ditto,  5/6. 


Special  Case 
made  of  best 
Calf,  with  seven 
Hook  Pockets 
Cast  and  Line 
Compartments. 

A  Splendid  Case. 

Price  8/6 


Send  for  Illustrated   Price  List,  Post  Free. 


BUMSTED'S  SIS  SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


CILLETT'S 

CELEBRATED 

WHOLE  CANE 

SALMON 
ed  TROUT 
RODS 


2  Tops 

FROM 


or  Stout. 

6d.  each. 


.  CILLETT 

FETTER  LANE 

LONDON,  E.C. 


J.   E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT 

19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 

LARGEST   STOCK   IN    THE   WORLD    OF  SELECTED 
HAIR  AND   HAIR  CASTS. 


To  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishers. 
W.  RAMSBOITOIW, 

14b,  Nopth  John  Street,  LiveppooU 

will  be  pleased  to  give  advice,  not  ' 
only  Where  to  go,  and  How  to  fish,  but 

also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 
His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane  or  Greenheart  for  Salmon  or 
Trout,  cannot  be  surpassed. 

Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,    Vulcanite,    Aluminium  and 
Brass. 


—  ,  YORKSHIRE  FLIES, 

Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  doz. 

(3^         ^    MOUNTED  CASTS. 

_  Four  Flies,  1/6. 

IN  NAMED  ENVELOPES,  WITH  DIRECTIONS 

The  "Wharfedale"  Rod  for  Fly  and  Worm    io/6  each 

The  Super  Ditto  for  Fly  and  Worm    ' 

The  Traeey  Rod  for  Fly  and  Worm   

English  Built  Cane  Rod  for  Fly  and  Worm  ... 

FLOATING  FLIES,  2/=  doz. 

HALFORD'S,  WALKER'S,  OR  ANY  PATTERN. 

Selected  4x  Undrawn  Casts,  3  yards,  1/-  each. 

WATERPROOF  FISHING  STOCKINGS,  Guaranteed,  all  sizes  13/6  • 
Best  Quality,  18/6  per  pair. 

riSBTiyG  .JACKETS,  G„aro„teed.  IS/-.  21/-,  »%/.. 

SEE   CATALOGUES,   I»OSX  FREE. 

Telegrams  :  "  Piscatob,  Lkeds."  Telephone  :  No.  2601. 


Spring  Trout  Flies  dressed  on  the 
Patent  "Parfait"  Hooks. 

Salmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
m  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 

"Hercules"  Casts  for  Trout  and 
Salmon,  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

IT  RITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST 

OCDEN  SIWITir 

6,    PARK    SIDE  7 

Hyde  I»ai?k_Comei.. 

Works  :  CLAPHAM^JUNCTION 

dryTlies 

(Double  Wing's),  2/6  pep  doz. 

Catalogue  of  Specialities.  Post  Free. 

THE    ''  ON    SIGHT  " 
DRY  FLY  BOX. 


10/6  Post  Fx>ee; 

uith  east  damper   (a  great 
advantage),  Xa/6. 

Laiid  and  H'affr,  April  13,  1901.— "Tlie  box 
seems  to  possess  more  good  qualities  and  fewer 
defects  than  any  other  box  of  the  kind  wliioh 
has  yet  been  put  mi  the  market  " 

Fishing  Gazette,  April  20,  1901.—"  It  is  a 
box  that  will  tempt  many  an  angler  to  buy  '  00 
sight  and  he  wiU  not  regret  it.' 
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CLIIILEiCo. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

Salmon 

AND 

Trout 
Rods. 


FOR 

NORWAY, 
SWEDEN, 
ICELAND, 
CANADA, 
IRELAND, 
SCOTLAND, 
ENGLAND. 

Reels  &  Lines,  &c. 
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GXJT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST.      THEY  WILL  LAST  AT 
LEAST  THREE  TIMES  LONGER  THAN  ANY  OTHER. 

SEA  RODS  AND  TACKLE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

SEA  CUT,  SEA  LINES,  AND  BAITS  A  SPECIALITY. 

Catalogue  for  1902  Post  Free  on  Appli ration. 

63,   HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  • 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines  ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Stiand  Silk  Snooding  • 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  FRANCIS  FRANCIS,  Mr.  SENirvR  ( .f 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "Rod  in  India,"  and  "The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Pbnnbll,  Mr.  Frank 
BnoKLAND,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  In  Cakes  to  Re-dress  lines. 
Samples  and  CatadogOb,  Two  Stamps. 
Postal  Address— COMPSTALL,  near  MARPLL. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPA.RATira,  asouirscA.,  ciiTrBTA.cEA.ira,  watsk  p]Ui.irTS 

rXSH  MBAX.,  BXSCirXTS,  A.O. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Informiition  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,   LTD.,  DUMFRIES. 

UAKRY  SfRECKLEY,  JU^tnaffer. 

BBST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CXJI.TUBl!  ever  published  :  "An  Angler's  Paradisb,  and 
HOW  TO  obtain  it,"  12  lo  post  free.    "Handy  Guide  to  Fish  Culture,"  i/a  post  free 

100  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  p.<iid,  11  6  ;  or  BOO  and  tank,  7/8. 
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PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  now 


FLEXIBLE 


FOR 


GRIP 


RODS 

Sole  Makers:  BRADDELL  &  SON,  BELFAST. 

SUPPLIED  FROM  STOCK  OR  BUILT  TO  ORDER, 
In  all  sizes  from  9  ft.  to  20  ft. 


AS  USED  BY  NOTED  ANGLERS  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD.    OVER  300  SOLD. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT  !    TROUT !    TROUT ! 

Px>ices  Reduced 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCH  LEYEN  TROUT. 

Illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking  Waters. 

Apply  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  in  the  Kingdom. 

A NDRE  W  HENR  Y,  Secretary, 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 


Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


SALMON  FLIES  FOR  NORWAY 

Salmon  Anglers  are  invited  to  write  for  my  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  High-class  Rods  and  Tackle,  in  which  will  be  found  a 
full  list  of  Standard  Patterns,  stocked  in  all  the  regular  sizes,  which  can  be  despatched  by  return  of  post. 
AX^r.  TIED    BY   THE    MOST  EXr^ERIENCED  WORKMEN. 


*  *  * 


"  The  Salmon  Flies  came  quite  safe,  and 
I  like  them  much." — Lord  M. 

"  Am  very  pleased  with  the  Salmon  Fli 
ior  Norway."— H.  T.  B. 

"The  Flies  are  entirely  satisfactory."- 
"W.  B.  M. 


¥  ¥  ¥ 


"  Am  much  pleased  with  the  Salmon 
Flies."— W.  G.  H. 

"  I  am  extremely  pleased  with  your 
Salmon  Flies."— W.  S. 

"  The  Salmon  Flies  are  superbly  dressed." 
—Rev.  J.  D. 

"  The  Salmon  Flies  you  tied  for  me  are  a 
pleasure  to  look  at." — A.  E.  J. 


,  *    *  * 

"Your  Salmon  Flies  are  the  be«t  1  ever  saw."-Eev,  G.  H.  C.  "The  best  I  have  ever  seen."-Rev.  J.  O 

SPECIAL  PATTERNS  FOR  NORWAY,  IRELAND.  AND  MANY  ENGLISH  AND  SCOTCH  RIVERS.  Flies  accurately  dressed  to  any  pattern  or  description. 

Salmon  Rods,  Reels,  lL.ines,  Gut  Ca,sts,  &ic.,  of  the  HCi^Kest  Qu£i,lity. 

W.  J.  CUMIVIINS,    NORTH    OF   ENGLAND   ROD   WORKS,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


June  21,  1902 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


I  neve;fis5:d  rXfatl^-i^^ratn^rThine  "JL'tTth^w^d  of  l±l"r  N '''''  ""t '  ^teel  Ribbed  Fly  Rods,  and  their  1900  pattern  •  Acme  •  Line,  and 
"Fiskmg  Gazette,"  by  B.  B  MABSTOn' Edi^  ^  '    ^°  ^'^^  wrist-breaking  rods  and  lines  for  me.''-From  a  leader  in  the 


THE 


Steel  Ribbed  Rod 

IS  THE  LIGHTEST,  STIFFEST,  AND  STRONGEST 

ROD  YET  BUILT. 


They  have  beaten  Steel  Centres  (of 
at  the  weight,  diameter,  and  length 

THE  "DOVE  DALE" 

Whole  Cane  Steel  Ribbed  Rod. 
Used  and  recommended  by  R.  B. 
Maeston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

Has  Suction  or  Bayonet  Lock 
Joints,  Snake  Rings,  Cork  Grip, 
and  two  Greenheart  Tops,  and 
at  the  price,  viz.,  ONE 
GUINEA,  is  far  and  away  the 
best  value  yet  offered. 

THE 'UPJO^ATE' 

Used  and  recommended  by  G. 
M.  Kelson,  Author  of  "Tips," 
"  Salmon  Flies  and   How  to 

Dress  Them,"  &c.,  &c. 
Is  Greenheart  throughout,  and 
has  Poster's  Perfect  Lock  Joints, 
Steel  Ribbing,  Cork  Grip,  and 
Hold-all  Winch  Fittings,  and 
all  latest  improvements  of  value. 
Price,  with  one  Top,  25/6.  (In 
either  2  or  3  joints.) 

Either  of  these  Kods  will  be  sent  to 
any  address  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
20/-  as  deposit. 


THE  "CEDNEY" 

CANE  BUILT  TWO  -  JOINT 
ROD,  Steel  Ribbed,  Challenge 
Brand,  and  with  every  modern 
improvement  of  value.  Price, 
with  one  Top,  45/6,  or  with 
two  Tops,  59/6.  Used  and  recom- 
mended by  C.  W.  Gednet,  the 
eminent  Dry  i  ly  authority. 

This  Rod  is  the  lightest  yet  built ;  it 

ranges  from  5^  ounces. 
It  can  be  supplied  at  5s.  less  without 
"  Steel  Ribbing." 


THE  "PRITT" 

CANE  BUILT  THREE-JOINT 
ROD,  49/-.  Best  Finish,  65/-. 
Used  by  the  late  Author  of 
"  Yorkshire  Plies  and  How  to 
Dress  Them,"  "  The  Book  of  the 

Grayling,"  &c. 
The  above  Rods  are  our  "  Challenge- 
the- World  "  Brand.  Any  angler  can 
test  the  value  of  Steel  Ribbing  for 
hnnself  by  sending  us  any  rod,  old  or 
new,  which  can  be  Ribbed— and  thus 
stiffened  and  strengthened— at  a  cost 
of  6/9  (rods  under  12  ft.).  E,xtraTops, 
1/9  additional.  Rods  over  12  ft.,  3/6 
extia.  Send  us  your  Rod  and  we  will 
report  on  it  before  putting  it  in  hand. 

No  Rod  is  too  Old  or  too 

Whippy  to  be  treated 
successfully  by  our  method. 

Hundreds  of  Testimonials  are  in  our 
possession. 

Telegraphic  Address; 
"FOSTER  BROS.,  Ashbourne." 
Telephone  No.  0198. 


which  we  were  also  the  inventors)  and  non-ribbed  rods  of  every  description,  having  been  found  more  powerful 
tnan  any  type  of  rod  now  in  use.      We  have  recently  opened  a  new  factory,  fitted  with  the  latest  type  of 
machinery,  for  production  of  these  rods. 


Before  you  Buy  a  Rod,  send 

for  a 


See  and  try  one  or  mere  of  otsr  "Ghal- 
lenge-the-V/orJd "  Brand,  which  we  are 
prepared  to  pSt  against  the  products 
of  any  rod  maker,  British  or  Foreign 
(see  our  Lists),  for  LiGHTJHSESS  and 
STRENGTH  combined. 


Any  Rod  wd  advartisD  will  be  sent  on  approval  any- 
where on  receipt  of  cash  value  as  deposit. 

FOSTER  BROS., 

Midland  Works, 

ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 


LONDON  AGENT:— 

J.  TAYLER,  10,  Harberton  Road,  Upper  HoUoway,  London,  N. 


We  have  been  the  Pioneers  o 
Steel  Ribbed  and  Steel  Centred 
Rods,  Waterproof  Silk  Lines, 
Erect  Winged  Flies,  and  nearly 
every  improvement  of  importance 
made  during  the  last  half 
century.  One  of  our  latest 
specialities  is 


BODIED 


■OATINO 

And  Other  Flios. 

The  Bodies  of  these  Flics  are 
tied  with  Reindeer  Hair  for  Dry 
Fly  Fishing.  These  flies  are  the 
NEAREST  APPROACH  TO 
NATURE  yet  achieved.  The 
body  is  darker  on  the  back  than 
on  the  stomach,  and  beicg  tied 
with  Hair  neither  ]  ar  an  nor 
water  will  darken  thtui. 


GIVEN  AWAY 

V.'ith  orders  for  one  iIo7en  files, 
either  "Wet"  or  "Drj-,"  a 

METAL 
FLY  BOX, 

Lined  White  Enamel,  and 
with 

CORK  STRIPS  TO  TAKE 
4  DOZEN  FLIES. 


.   (230  pages.)   Hundreds  of  Illustrations. 

Publishers  o£  the  "Scientifio  Angler"  (9th  Edition  now  being  cleared),  and  of  the  ..Angler's  Exchange."   The  latter  is  supplied  gratis  to  our  Custon^ers. 


With  orders  foB  5s.  worth  of 
Best  Plies  at  2s.  a  dozen 

A  double-size  Box  will 
be  Presented  Free. 

Size — 5|  in.  by  4  in.  (when  open) 
To  hold  8  dozen  Flies. 

Highest  Award  for  Rods  (Steel 
Ribbed),  1892— only  time 
of  exhibiting. 
Highest  Award  for  Flies,  1889. 
Highest  Award  for  Lines,  1889. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale.  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  ORAY'5  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBORN),  LONDON,  W.C. 

BEST  QREENHEART  SALMON  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Hard  Snake  Rings 
Universal  Wiuch  Fittings,  Brazed  under  Slide ;  all  Fittings  Bronzed.  Rubber  Button 
Division  Bag.  30s< 

DITTO,  DITTO.    DOUBLE  CORK  GRASP.  35s. 

SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  ROD5.  2  Tops,  Best  Quality  and  Finish,  Lock  Joints,  Snake  Rin-'s 
Closely  Wiipped.  42s. 

BEST  QREENHEART  OR  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Snake 
Tangs,  I  luversal  Winch  Fittings,  Brazed  under  Slide  ;  all  Fittings  Bronzed.  CORK  GRASP 
Division  Bag.  22s. 


QREENHEART  OR  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS. 
2  Tops,  Division  Bag.    lOs^  6di 


Double  Brazed,  Balance  Grasp, 


BE5T  TROUT  FLIES.   Eyed,  or  on  Gut.   Is.  per  dozen. 
BEST  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES.   Eyed.   Is.  6di  per  dozen. 
BEST  GUT  CASTS.    3  yards,  Tapered.    6cli  each. 
DEVON  MINNOWS.   1  inch  to  2  inch.   Is.  each. 
GUT  TRACES.    U  yards,  2  Swivels.   6d.  each. 

CATAIdOGUiaS  GRATIS. 


THE  GRANT  VIBRATION  ROD 


£3 
£4 


3s. 
4s. 


Single-handed  Rods,  9  ft.,  10  ft.,  10  ft.  6  in  

Double-handed  Rods   from 

All  Bods  have  Two  Tops. 

Spinning  Rods  (on  above  priucii)le)    J32  25s. 

C  r»i:^AYFAlrt  &  COMPANY,  ABERDEEN. 

RAINBOWS    A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLBS. 

BEARED  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food;  sold  by  minimum  measurement,  not  bv 
average  length.    Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

''PEPTO."-PEPTONISED  FISH  MEAL-made  from  pure  ash  and  pepsine.  Sole  British 
Agent.   Inspection  invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby- Lonsdale. 


HENRY  H,  CHORLTON,  398,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTOM,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag  Nets.         Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 

J  pamrael  Nets.    Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Flue  Nets.  Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.   Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

The  makmg  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
^  Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


Telegraphic  Address,  "FISHING." 


Telephone,  B611. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

Only  Address— 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL, 

laaker  of  High-class  RODS  and  TACKLE  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Roach, 
Mahse.er,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Flies  and  Tackle  fop  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  New  Zealand,  Australia. 
ORDERS    THROUGH    POST    HAVE    MY    PERSONAL  ATTENTION. 


Every  Variety  of  Rods  made  to  order.  Our  Perfection  Splice  Rod,  in 
two  pieces,  from  15s.  to  30s.,  with  Spare  Top  Joint. 

WADING  REQUISITES.  TROUSERS.  STOCKINGS  AND  BROGUES. 

FISHING   JACKETS   IN   GREAT  VARIETY. 


OUR  CELEBRATED  GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS, 

 Pnce,  including  postage,  from  4/-  smallest,  to  5/-  largest  size. 


AN  ENTIRELY  ORIGINAL  Combination  of  the  Choicest  Growths  of  Tobacco 


2/3  peri  lb.  Tin.  i^LSutd^ry^  LAMBERT  &  BUTLER,  Ltd. 


The  Most  Reliable  Gut  Casts 


.  ARE  . 


The 
The 

The 
The 


"SHANNON " 
" SHANNON " 
singfle  Casts. 
" SHANNON  " 
" SHANNON " 


Singrle  Gut  Casts. 
Half-twisted,  Half- 


Grilse 
Trout 


Casts. 
Casts. 


SPECtAUTY,~m  SHANNON DRY  FLY  CASTS 

in  5  sizes  (Tapered). 


"  Shannon  "  Gut  Casts  to  be  obtained  ONL  Y  from 

JOHN  ENRICHT  &  SON,  CASTLECONNELL 

ABBOTTS 

Manufacturers  of  Hig-h-class 

WADERS  &  WATERPROOFS 

TAN  TWILL 

Fishing  Stockings 

18/6 


PER 

GUARANTEED 


PAIR. 


TO    STAND    HARD  WEAR. 


Wading:  Trousers,  Brogues,  Combination  Waders, 
Waterproof   Coats,    Jackets,    Skirts,  etc. 

PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


Only  Address 


15,  QUEEN  ST., 


CHEAPSIDE, 
LONDON,  E.C. 


REUBEN  HEATON, 

Reel    ]yi£i,kex>   fox*   ei.11    P£i,x?ts    of  tlie  inTox^lcl. 

MULTIPLIERS  WITH  JEWEL  BEARINGS  FOR  AMERICA. 

All  kinds  of  Reels  made  to  order.  My  COMBINATION  REELS  are  the  finest  in  the 
world.  See  "  R.H."  inside  to  be  genuine.  Take  my  advice  :  PHOSPHOR  BRONZE 
REVOLVING  RINGS  are  the  best  for  Salmon  Rods— after  40  years'  experience. 

Wholesale  only.  UNIVERSAL  REEL  WORKS,  ASTON  NEW  TOWN,  BIRMINCHAM. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  EstabUshed  1746) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  g^enuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


To  Amateoi  Bod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 

Greenheakt,  Hickory,  or  Lanoewood  i 

liln.   lin.    tin.    iin.     (in.  .  iin.  2ft.  long. 
!/-     4d.    3d.    8d.     3d.     3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.     7d.    6d.     6d.    4d.  Sift.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Eings,  and 
every  requisite  for  Eod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  It.  and 
It.  6d.  per  doz.  Floaters  2s.  per  doz.  ;  Sample 
half  dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Ked,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  lid.  per  doz. 

WiNQS  PER  Pair.— starlings,  l+d. ;  Snipe,  lid. ; 
Woodcock,  3d. ,  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  lid.  ; 
Glolden  Plover,  2d.  j  Blackbirds,  lid. 

Floss  ans  Tnsa  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades. 


WILL  CHAMBERS  &  CO., 
25,  Market  Place,  MancheBter. 


GUT 


AND 


GUT  CASTS. 

Every  Length  and  Thickness. 

Finest  Undrawn  and  Stoutest 
Salmon  Gut  a  Speciality. 


Send  a  post  card  for  Price  List  with 
report  of  the  new  crop  (1901-02)  to 

R.  RAMSBOTTOM 

81,  Market  Street, 
MANCHESTER. 

Telegramg:  "Piscator."  Telephone,  1639. 
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AIRYLIGHT. 

THE  SLIP-ON  AND  FREE-STROKE 


EQUIPS 


for  AImIm  spores 
and  ATiT«  IT^ZS^TXTXXXSXCS 


FREE-STROKE 


"  PIVOT" 

(PATENT.) 

Tfie   Greatest   Boon  for   SJiooting,  Golfing, 
Fishing,  and  Jcindred  exercises. 

There  is  no  DEAGGING  POINT  as  is  common  to  other 
sleeves,  the  "pivot"  sleeve  being  CENTRED  on  the 
BALL  and  SOCKET  of  the  ARM  and  SHOULDER. 

It  gives  the  most  ABUNDANT  and  SATISFYING  freedom 
of  arm  in  whatever  position,  and  a  feeling  of  DETACHMENT 
and  LIBERTY  hitherto  unapproached.  ~  

Even  OVERHEAD  REACHING  does  not  bring  any 
strain  on  the  body  of  the  Coat. 

If  you  wish  to  know  how  your  present  coat  compares 
with  the  FREE  STROKE,  buckle  a  belt  tightly  round  the 
waist,  tie  a  string  round  the  cuS  so  that  the  sleeve  cannot 
slip  up  the  wrist,  then  raise  the  arm  till  the  elbow  is  on  a 
level  with  the  crown  of  the  head.  In  the  FREE  STROKE 
this  can  be  done  without  restraint. 

SLIP-ON. 

_  After  years  of  world-wide  trial  in  storm  and  flood,  the 
Slip-on  holds  the  field  admittedly  the  Sportman's  best  all- 
round  Over-garment  extant.  Ample  in  cut,  it  shields  the 
wearer  completely  from  collar  to  gaiters,  and  permits  ab- 
solute freedom  for  quick  movement.  Extremely  light,  its 
resistance  to  rain  is  unequalled  by  anything  short  of  oilskins. 


SLEEVE 


30-31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON. 

And  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,PEirr% 


Manufacturep  of 
every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE 
suitable  for  all 
parts  of  the  World. 


Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS.   

Unsurpassed  for  superioiity^f; Workmanship, 'balance,  and' casting  power. 


The  only  Perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.   Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


MALLOCH'S 


Patent    FLY    CASE  for 
Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout, 
and  Eyed  Flies  of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact. 
Each  fly  secured  by  neat  and  efifective  arrangement. 
Large  assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


MALL0CH'5>  ^s-^a'  salmon  and 

Ul.n.UU\J\jn.  O  TROUT  REELS,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  finish,  easy 
and  comfortable  to  work. 

MALLOrH'S  **edal  SALMON, 

lSi.iXljlu\JV>n.  O  GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 

MALLOCH'S 


MALLOCH'S 


AWARDED   TEN    GOLD   AND   OTHER    MEDALS    FOR    EXCELLENCE  IN 


Gut. 

Gold  Medal  FLOATING 
TROUT  FLIES  with  Upright 
Wings. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  KUling  Patterns 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 

Telegrams:  "  MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


FISHINQ  TACKLE. 
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FOR  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHERS 


OUR  "  NORTHERN  "  SALMON  RODS, 

All  greenheart,  perfect  balance,  and  powerful  casting.  13  ft.,  10/6  ; 
14  ft.,  12/-;  15  ft.,  14/6;  16  ft.,  17/6;  17  ft.,  21/-;  18  ft.,  25/-; 

20  ft.,  35/-. 

OUR  "tyneside"  trout  rods 

All  greenheart,  well  finished,  three  joint,  balance  handle,  9  ft. 
or  10  ft.  long,  in  partition  bag,  7/6  ;  11  ft.,  8/6  ;   12  ft.,  9/6. 


Rod  Building  on  the  premises  by  Practical  Anglers.  Perfect 
tone  and  casting  power  guaranteed. 

Our  North  Country  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies 

ARE  PERFECT  SPECIMENS  and  EXCELLENT  KILLERS. 

Our  special  range  Loch,  Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  FUes,  dressed 
l)y  Practical  Workpeople.    Flies  dressed  to  pattern. 

WADING  TROUSERS  AND  STOCKINGS,  BROGUES,  SHOES,  AND  CLOGS. 

Send  for  our  Horth  Country  lUustrated  Catalogue,  post  free,  3d. 


MURTON'S, 


The  K.r.he™  A„6,e.,  NEWCASTLE-QN-TYNE. 


The  King's  Coronation. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 


The  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Stores  Co. 

wish  to  respectfully  remind  their  customers  that  their 
Business  Premises  will  be  entirely  Closed  on  June  26 

and  27,  re-opening  on  Saturday,  June  28.  All 

orders  should  therefore  be  sent  in  good  time  in  order  to 
avoid  disappointment. 


NEW  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE 


Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


Please  address  all  letters  IN  FULL- 


FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN 

{Manager), 

38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams—"  Halcyon,  Leeds."  Private  Letter  Box— 184,  G.P.O.,  Leeds. 
Telephone— 121,  Leeds. 

In  writing,  please  mention  Fishing  Gazette. 


ASHARK,1551b8.Weiglit 


Killed  on  an 


ENRICHT  "  TARPON  ROD. 

"Florida,  U.S.A., 

"  14th  May,  1902. 

"  The  Tarpon  Rods  you  made  for  me  have  given  entire 
satisfaction.  The  heaviest  Tarpon  I  have  killed  up  to  date 
weighed  101  Ibs.  I  have  had  several  just  under  100  Ibs. 
To-day  I  landed,  on  one  of  your  Tarpon  Rods,  a  Shark  weigrh- 
ing  155  lbs.  He  was  a  thick-set  fish  and  was  on  for  a  long" 
time.   The  Rod  is  nothing  the  worse  for  it. 

"  H.  L  

"  (Major)." 


Specialities— 

"CASTLECONNELL"  RODS, 

For  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT,  MAHSEER,  and 
TARPON  FISHING. 


JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON 


To  be  had  only  from  the  SOLE  MAKERS— 

IRELAND. 


3 


N.B.— See  our  Exhibit,  Cork  International  Exhibition.  Stand  160,  Industrial  Hall. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming  and  trading  in  tiie  name 
of  Ogden.  A  VOID  disappointment  by  dealing 
at  the  old-established  shop. 


PRACTICAL  AMLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  knoivn  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 


JAS.   OGUEN'S   MTJIL.TUIVI-IlSr-I»AIlVO   FIL-Y   ROD,  21/-. 

«JAS.   OGI>EN'S  NEW   « IN VICTA "   FILiY   (]?egistex>ecl),   6/-  i>©r  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


ENGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  ir 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  other 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FO80ION  SUBSCRIPTlOt'^S,  $5  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO  , 
23,  Finch   Lane   CornhiM,  London 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
New  York,  U-  S  A 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 

and  Spanish,  are  in  CIItCITIiA- 

TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 

or  Secondhand). 

Frojpectases  of  the  Terms  ol  Subscription  In 
Tovn  or  Conntry  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 

MODIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

80-34, NEW  OXFORD  STREET, LONDON; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.;  and 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G. 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


Send  a  Fostoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  ttie 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      1«.  M.  1     Per  100  yarda. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  M.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      is.  Od.  I  Green 
Salmon   ...      is.  8d.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New   "INVINCIBLB"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

WHOLESALE   ANT)  RETAFL 

.  D&lintiO,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 

1.  St.  Bwithin's  Sauare.  LINCOLIf. 


A.  FORD, 

108,  Bloomsbury  St.,  Birmingham, 

TAXIDERMIST,  &c. 

Birds,  Animals,  and  Fish  Preserved  and  Mounted. 

Horns,  Hoofs,  and  Skins  Dressed  and  Uounted. 
Thoroughly  reliable  work  only. 

Mr.  BoGAERDE  (the  well  known  Traveller) 
writes  :— "  Your  work  is  excellent.  The  best  I 
have  ever  seen." 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  MD  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLEHS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial " 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Cozon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxoa  "  aplnnera  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout. 

Mr,  Coxon  is  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  worh  {fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 

Kevlsed  price  of  Beels :  Sin.,  with  optional 
check,  lbs.  ;  3iin.  do.,  16«.  ;  41n.  do.,  178.  ;  Hiu- 
do.,  198.  each.  Without  check :  iin.,  lis.  6d. ; 
iiin.,  168.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  villa,  West  Brideford,  NottlnKhaiB. 
leitlmonlali  free  on  appllcvUQq, 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIQH-OLABB 

Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  JProprietors  of 
**THB  GItArHIO" 

AND 

"THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC." 


"Full  of  well-written  stories." — The 
Times. 

"  Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
aud  old." — The  Moening  Post. 


01  all  Kef  stgtnts  ud  Bookstalls. 
ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 

190,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


Telegrams:  "Reels,  Newark." 

DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
Fishing  Tackle  Manufaeturer, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

SLATER'S  "CHAMPION" CREENHEART 
TROUT  RODS. 

Fitted  with  Cork  Handle,  best  Universal  Winch 
Fittings,  2  tops,  double  brazed  and  partition  case; 
10  to  12  feet  long.    Price  25s. 

THE  "FAVOURITE"  CREENHEART 
TROUT  ROD. 

Fitted  with  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  2  tops, 
partition  case,  and  beautifully  finished  ; 
10  to  12  feet  long.  Price  12s.  6d. 

THE  FLY  FISHERS'  WINCH  (Regd  ). 


This  reel  is  made  in  two  sizes,  2f  in.  and  3i  ins. 
and  can  be  had  with  click  or  silent  check  ;  ithaa 
two  special  recommendations  :  Extreme  lightness 
and  quick  winding. 

Price  :  2i  in.,  lOs.  6d. ;  3iin.,  12s.  6d.  i 

Send  for  Illustrated  Cataioi:ue,  post  free. 
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Appointed  ^^K®     Manufkcturers  to  t 

^y^^  H's  Roya'  Highness 
Royal  Warrant     v;P^^i%^  The  Prince  of  Wales. 

i^war-aed  the  Gold  Medal,  Par-is  1900.    38  Medals  &  Awards. 

The  "FIELD"  says:  "It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  , 
we  have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind."  j 

rp      fT;   ■  .  

NEW  CATALOGUE  is  READY. 

DON'T  FAIL  TO  SECURE  A  COPY.       SEND  YOUR  ADDRESS. 


B 


HARDY'S  NEW 
REEL  LINE  GUARD. 

Trout  size  -  1/4 
Salmon  size  1  /6 


HARDY'S  NEW  PATENT  OVAL  WIRE 
HOOKS 

Are  dressed  at  same  price  for  Flies 
as  ordinary. 


THE  LATEST  SALMON  ROD,  ''THE  ROYAL,"  16  ft.  9  in.,  cane  built,  all  improvements,  Ten  Guineas. 

Eod  f  S?r  hid      my^lSnr-'*"'  "  "  ^"^^^^^      ^^^^^^  ^^"'i       °l<i  c'^^e.  ^^e  '  Eojal '  casts  a  longer  line  and  is  less  tiring  to  use.    It  is  the  grandest  Salmon 

.r^Hes-  Ol,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

12  to  14,  Moult  Street,  Manchester;  and  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Lm 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTEICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  TWO  MINXTTES'  WALK. 

^FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  LIGHT  SALMON  OR  GRILSE  RODS. 

In  Greenheart  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy- 
rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft.,  3  pieces,  fitted  with  all  the 
latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules. 
We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  rods  much  lighter  than  formerly. 
In  balance  and  action  the  rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  improved 
principles;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15  0,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £3  5  0,  with  two  Tops. 

FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES, 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will.  The 
alloy  used  in  these  reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that  they  will 
stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    3^      3|      4      4^      ^  inches. 

Weight  (about)      9      lo^     12     13^     14^  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT" 

CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 
o-Hn*^^  x?r^r  ""l  i^ade  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 

Sn^.;n      f,      •     "^""^^l      ^^'^^       '""^^^  ^^^^^  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip 

consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  beint  con 
tinned  from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers.  finished  in  hi  bes 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  skected  Greenheart 

Price  £1 10s.  each ;  superior  finish,  JE2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

si:a  rods  and  tackle  of  every  description  on  view 

ALL  BOOKS   ON  ANGLING   KEPT  IN  STOCK. 

Price  List  for  1902,  with  over  200  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free, 

C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C, 
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ESTATES, 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  or  to  LET. 


J.  A.  LUMLEY,  NEWTON 
and  DOWELL. 

SCOTCH,     IKISH,     AND  NORWEGIAN 
ANGLING  SPECIALISTS,  have  all  the  best 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Anglings  to  Let  for 
periods  to  suit  applicants'  requiiements. 
Sole  Address  : 

Lumley  Honse,34,  St .  James'  St.  ,London,S.W. 
CULAG  iioTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire  ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat  from 
Glasgow  on  Mondays.  Wires :  "  Gulag, 
Lochinver."  John  Mackenzie. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
niaiinin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE.  

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAWIPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.  — 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout— on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Roiita 
■ — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
FeTOX.  Fishing  on  lochs  .Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  gillies.    Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  si.\ty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 

SHANNON  AND  LOUGH  DERG, 

Killaloe,  Ireland. 

Most  Reliable  Infopmallon  as  to 

Salmon,  Grilse  &  Trout  Fishing- 

in  free  and  preserved  waters,  river  and  lake, 
at  this  station  ;  also  as  to  accommodation 
and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to  river. 
Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley, 
KiUaloe,  co.  Clare,  Ireland. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  Sea,  &  Trout  Fishing. 
THE  GWEEDORE  RIVER  AND  FAMOUS 
LOUGH  ANURE. 

The  Hotel  is  on  the  veiy  bank  of  the  river  and 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon 
pools,  and  within  2  mUes  of  lake.  Excellent 
mountain  scenery ;  good  Sea  Fishing  and 
Shooting.— Apply,  PROPRIETOR, 

Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  Gweedore,  co.  Donegal. 

Telegrams  :  "Hotel,  Crolly,  Gweedore." 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  Charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 

SPLENDID 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

At  Kajana,  North  Finland. 

Season  from  1st  June  to  20th  September. 
Excellent  New  Hotel,  terms  very  moderate. 
Beautiful  scenery.  Fishing  permits  are  obtained 
from  the  Finland  Steamship  Co.,  Helsingfors, 
at  a  chai-ge  of  2s.  6d.  per  rod  per  day.  The 
E.M.S.  "Arcturus"or  "Polaris"  leave  Hull 
every  Saturday  for  Helsingfors,  return  fare 
first  class,  £8.  Further  particulars  may  be 
Obtained  from  John  Good  &  Sons,  Hull,  Agents. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING 

Lough  Anupe,  Crolly  River  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 


Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High 
lands,  ■within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Mountain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c. — Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  C.P.S. 
Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ROSSES,  CROLLY  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 
FISHERY. 


H  A  N  L  O  N  '  S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

Dungloe,    co.  Donegal 


BARONY  HOTEL,  Birsay. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shores  of  loch  Birsay. 
Within  easy  distance  of  lochs  Hundland  and 
Swannay.  A  lease  of  these  lochs  has  been 
secured  from  the  proprietors,  and  they  are  now 
strictly  preserved.  Birsay  is  known  as  the 
garden  of  Orkney,  owing  to  the  beauty  of  its 
situation  and  the  richness  of  its  soil.  It  is  a 
favourite  health  resort,  and  being  surrounded 
on  one  side  by  the  Atlantic,  the  air  is  Ijracing. 
The  sea-coast  scenery  is  very  gi'and.  Birsay  is 
rich  in  old  associations,  possessing  the  ruined 
palace  of  Earl  Robert  Stewart,  &c.  Best  routes 
from  London  :  Rail  to  Thurso,  thence  per  Mail 
Steamer  to  Stromness ;  or  per  Steamer  from 
London  to  Leith  or  Aberdeen,  thence  Steamer 
to  Stromness.  On  notice  being  given,  con- 
ve.vances  will  meet  boat.  Sea-bathing,  Boating, 
and  Fishing ;  reliable  boatmen.  All  kinds  of 
Fishing  Tackle  kept.  Also  a  small  Shooting. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
)PEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
8  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks ;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  lough 
Cullin ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  .Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  bathrooms  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting,  con 
venient  to  Hotel.  Suitable  lishing-tackle  from 
best  London  firms  in  stock.  —  For  further 
particulars  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Healy 
The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,co.  Mayo 
Ireland. 


BOARD  AND  LODGING  WANTED. 


A  young  Swiss  Gentleman  wishes  to 
arrange  for  Board  and  Lodging  in  a 
family  in  England  or  Scotland  in  a  good 
fishing  district,  as  he  wishes  to  have 
good  fishing  and  also  to  get  instruction 
in  English. — Terms  to  be  sent  to  Herr 
Hans  Stammingke,  Berne,  Switzerland. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  co.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath-room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  23. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


CHARLES  COTTON  HOTEL, 

Hartington,  near  Buxton. 

Station— Hartlngton,  H  miles,  L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

This  old-eitablished  Family  Hotel  is  situated 
close  to  Beresford  Dale,  Dove  Dale,  and 
Manyfold  Valley.  In  the  healthiest  and  loveliest 
part  of  the  Peak.  Good  Trout  and  Grayling 
Fishing  Free,— H.  Oliver,  Proprietor. 


TO  ANGLERS  COMING  NORTH. 

All  information  as  to  waters.  Every 
description  of  tackle  and  sporting  goods, 
the  very  best  makers,  at  lowest  prices 
and  suitable  for  the  spot.  Several  Waters 
on  the  Dee  to  Let.  Anti-Midge  Lotion, 
1/2,  per  post. 

MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen. 


BRAES   HOUSE,  KIRTLEBRIDGE, 
To  Let,  Furnished,  as  from  1st  July 

The  House  contains  Two  Public  Rooms,  Four 
Bedrooms,  Servant's  Room,  Kitchen,  and  other 
usual  accommodation  ;  large  Garden  and  Con 
servatory  ;  also  Stable  and  Coach-house.  Use  of 
cow  could  be  arranged  for.  There  is  also  good 
fishing.  The  house  is  one  mile  from  station  and 
half-an-hour  from  Carlisle,  and  is  four  minutes' 
walk  from  post  and  telegraph  oftice  and  Church 

Apply,  Smith,  Hetherington's  Auction  Co, 
Carlisle,  or  Braes  House. 


(For  Two  Months  or  less) 

A  Furnished  House 

Near  the  River,  at  Ely,  Cambridge,  3  Bedrooms 
good  Sitting  Rooms,  and  Kitchen.  Nice 
Garden  and  Outhouse  for  Bicycles. — Apply,  in 
first  instance,  to  "  S.,"  c/o  Smith  cfcSons,  Book- 
stall, Ely,  Cambridge. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel,  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Ortice  and  Resident  Doctor. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY, 


CORONATION  HOLIDAYS. 


Excursions  from  London  (Liverpool  Stieet 
and  G.  E.  Suliurhan  ,-stati(jns)  will  run  as  under  : 
On  Wednesday,  June  25th,  for  3,  4,  or  8 
days,  and  on  Thursday,  June  26th,  for  3, 
5,  or  8  days,  to  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn, 
Fakenhani,  Norwich,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Cromer,  aiul  other  of  the  principal 
Stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties. 

CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  ETC. 

Southend-on-Sea  and  back,  2/6.  From 
Liverpool  Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  Stations  in 
the  G.  E.  Suburban  District  and  North  London 
Lines  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  2Gth  and 
27th.  Through  K.vcurslon  Tickets  are  also  issued 
from  Stations  on  the  Sletropolitan  and  Metio- 
politan  District  Railways. 

Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  and  back, 
4/3.  From  Liverpool  Street  on  Thursday  and 
Friday,  June  26th  and  27th,  at  8.20  a.m.,  calling 
at  Stratford  at  8.30. 

Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  1/9.  Daily 
from  Liverpool  Street,  Bethnal  Green,  Hackney 
Downs,  Stratford,  itc.  On  Thursday  and 
Friday,  June  26th  and  27th,  Special  Trains  will 
leave  Liverpool  Street  at  9.14,  10.40  a.m.,  12.37, 
iind  1.35  p.m. 

Eppingr  Forest.  Daily  from  Liverpool 
Street,  <tc.  On  June  26th  and  27th  a  Special 
Service  of  Trains  will  run  between  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  and  Chingford  and 
Loughton. 

TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  AND  FRIDAY  TO 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS 

to  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, 
Cromer,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea,  Clacton  -  on  -  Sea, 
Walton  -  on  -  Naze,  Frinton  -  on  -  Sea,  Harwich, 
Dovercourt,  Feli.xstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
and  Hunstanton,  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
London  (Liverpool  Street),  also  G.  E.  Suburban 
Stations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street. 
These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St. 
Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to 
Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley- 
on-Sea,  and  Cromer. 
For  full  particulars  see  bills. 


SPRING  FISHING. 

60,000  acres  of  FREE  water. 

LOUGH  CORRIB  AND  LOUGH  MASK,  best 
Trout  lakes  in  Ireland,  with  monster  Pike.  Both 
lakes  convenient  to  Hotel.  Anglers  fishing  from 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  have  a  double  advantage  : 
when  Lough  Mask  is  too  rough  to  fish,  owing  to 
north  wind,  there  is  always  shelter  on  Lough 
Corrib,  only  fifteen  minutes'  walk  ;  all  cars  to 
lakes  and  railway  station  free  to  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  and  inclusive.  Sanitary  arrangements 
perfect ;  telegraph  office  and  two  mails  daily  on 
the  spot  ;  with  resident  doctor  and  two 
churches  ;  scenei-y  unsurpassed.  Special  terms 
to  a  party.   Apply — 

IMIount    Gaible  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  CO.  GALWAY. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG. 

/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

H.  WHITTY,  IS.Basnett  St.,:LIYERPOOL 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fi-shings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.  WATSON  LYALL  SCO.,  Ltd. 

118,  Pall  Man,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


TyORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED  BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared  Brandlings  and  Maiden  Dew  Worms 
for  Trout  and  Salmon  Lobs  ready  for  use, 
and  clean,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  1/3,  2/6, 
and  5/-  per  box,  carriage  paid.  Bright 
and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats  and  Minnows,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free.  J.  E.  Millbb,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


Ty  ORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross,  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Haedy  Bros.,  5,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


FISHING. 

GOOD  COARSE  PISHING  in 
Iireserved  waters,  well  stocked ; 
excellent  Roach  swims.  Every  ac- 
commodation for  anglers.  Terms 
moderate.  —  Chapman,  Blunham 
Mills,  Sandy. 


BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  5/8. 

Balanced  handle,  11  ft.  snake  rings,  winch  ftl- 
tings,  lancewood  top,  bag  ;  in  box  ;  carriage,  id. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  mocjy 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishing  Gazelle. 

LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  3-joiut,  1902,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting  and  bag,  about  12  oz.  : 
lot  ft.  ;  5s.  4d. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  GOT  (per  100),  20 
inch,  3s.  lid.  First  Quality  Drawn  Gut,  16  inch, 
4s.  3d.    Fine  Undrawn  Gut,  14  inch,  Is.  id. 


Booth's  Line  Guard, 

Pr )!  ec'i  d 

Can  be  put  on  any  Notts  reel.  Seud  fiza  of  re(  1 
Large  size,  8d.  ;  small  size,  &d. 


BOOTH, 

Pa]?£t.^on  Stx>eet,  Hull. 


FISHING,    BOATING,  CYCLING, 

BATHING,  GOLF,  CRICKET. 

Comfortable  quarters  near  the  river 
Ouse,  at  moderate  inclusive  terms  for 
week  end  or  longer.  Plenty  of  good 
Coarse  Pishing,  and  punt  for  use. — Apply, 
Mrs.  Jackson,  Lyndhurst,  St.  Neots, 
Huntingdonshire. 


COMFORTABLE  ROOMS  TO  LET, 

Close  to  river  Ouse, 

Where  EXCELLENT  FISHING  can 
be  had. — Apply  to  W.  Geaves,  Moyne's 
Hall,  Holywell,  near  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 


ROOT  AND  GRAYLINC  FISHING, 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 


Vacancy 

APPLY  TO  

FREDERIC  HUGHES, 

Worcester, 


for  Rod. 

Architeef, 


,OUGB  CONN  HOTEL  (ERREN  HOUSE) , 

Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on 
this  famous  lough  free.  This  Hotel  is  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resort  for  Anglers  and  Family 
Parties.  High-class  catering  ;  superior  accom- 
modation, comprising  bathrooms  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  private  sitting-rooms,  &c. 
Moderate  tariff.  Enquiry  solicited.  Apply— 
MAURICE  J.  FITZGERALD. 


raic  FiSBiyo  gazettjc,  june  -ji,  1902 


OVA,  FRY.  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Rainbows :  also  fresh  water  Mollusca, 
Crustaceans,  May-Fly  Eggs,  Larvae,  &c., 
and  Water  Plants. 

I'xxpils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


SUCCESS  IN   SEA  FISHING  can 
only  be  obtained  by  using  up  tO 

date  tackle. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
195,  UNION  STREET,  PLYMOUTH, 

have  stood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  taokle  is  acknowledged  by  all  com 
petent  fishermen  to  be  the  best. 

Mounted  lines  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 
baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Improved  Horsehair  Lines  with- 
out knots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courges,  &e. 

Fiihervum's  Guide  {Illustrated)  Gratia. 

HiGHSST  AWABDB  EvEBYWHBBE. 


THEAKER, 

For  86  jeaxs  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Silk  Fishing 
Xlnes,  made  from  pme  silk  only. 

s.  d. 

ROACH   per  100  yards   1  6 

BARBEL       ...  „  1  10 

Pike    ,,  3  4 

Salmon     ...  ,,  4  4 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  lor 
Match  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
13  Inch  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard,  Is.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
Is.  id.  per  doz. ;  3  yards,  3s.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Nottingham  Lobworms, 
B«.  per  1000.  The  trade  supplied. 
2,  BROAD  MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  BuUdings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  /  on  the  minimum  monthly  balance!  rto  / 
/  0    when  not  drawn  below  £100.     ^  /  0 

DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 
ft  lo  /    on  Deposits,  repayable  ft  10  / 
^2/0         on  demand.         A  2  /  o 

STOCKS  AND  SHARES 

Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
customers.  - 

The  BIRKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  full  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

FRANCIS  RAVENSCROFT,  Manager. 


SPROnSTON,  BEX.SO, 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Seta  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


Nothing 
more  deadly  for  Trout 
than  the 

PERFECT-FLOATINO 

GOGHYBONDHU 

OR  SHORN  FLY,  MARLOW  BUZZ, 
BRACKEN  CLOCK,  &c. 

FLOATS  UNAIDED 

■for  any  Length  of  time. 

HOWEVER  CLUMSILY 
CAST 


THE  FIELD  says     "  Mr.  Kennedy  's  imitation 
is  so  realistic,  that  it  would  deceive  anyone." 
Genuine  only  in  sealed  Envelopes  with  sig^nature 
of  Inventor. 

J.  L.  KENNEDY,  "Ellerslie,"  Solihull. 


DO  NOT   BinUiOVTB  THIS   COUPON  FROM  THJQ  PAPJSB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  Insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

116  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  B.C.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under 
the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


Applicable  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

One  Hundred  Pounds  will  he  paid  by  the  above  Corporation  to  the  person  whom  the  Corporatiotj 
shall  decide  to  be  the  next  of  kin  of  any  pei-son"killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  w  hich  the  deceased  was 
an  ordinary  passenger,  or  who  shall  have  been  fat;illi.'  injured  thereby,  should  ib.-;ith  n.-sult  within  three 
calendar  niontlis  after  siu  h  accident.  Should  such  injury  notpro^■e  fatal,  l>ut  c;iu-;e  within  three  calendar 
months  as  aforesaid  the  loss  of  two  limbs  by  actual  separation  above  the  wrist  or  iinklc.  ur  the  in  ecoverahle 
loss  of  siglit  in  both  eyes,  then  the  pei-son  injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  ONE  HUNLUlEr)  POUNDS, 
or  for  the  loss  of  one  limb,  or  one  eye  as  aforesaid  FIFTY  FOUNDS.  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  will  also 
lie  pai<l  by  the  Corporation,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Coupon,  iu  the  event  of  the  ac  cidental 
death  of  the  holder  by  drowning  whilst  anglintr.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so 
killed  or  injured  was  the  owner  of  this  Insl  imsck  Coupon"  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
sii^natmc  jncviously  Avritten  in  ink  umlerneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signerl. 
Annual  Sulisrrilii  rs  wli'>,>c  yearly  suhscription  1ms  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  and  file  this  paper, 
will  he  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned.  This  Coupon  only  applies  to  persons 
over  14  and  under  60  vein's  of  age.  and  is  limited  to  one  Coupon  for  each  holder. 

SIGN  A  T  URE     


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LIMITED, 

CAPITAL,  £400,000.  ESTABLISHED  1885. 

Chief  Offices :— General  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B.  ;  115  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C. 

F.  NORIE-MILLER,  General  Manager. 
COMBINED  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNUITY.— £1000  Policy  for  £2  per  annum. 
Burglary  Insurance  —All  Householders  should  have  a  policy.  Kates  from  It.  6d.  per  £100. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897.— Assurances  at  Low  Rates.  Each  Risk  rated  on  its 
merits.  FiRE  Insurance.  Vehicle  Indemnity,  Sickness,  and  Cycle  Insurance  also  transacted. 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  Low  Rates. 
Applications  for  Agencies  invited  ;  liberal  terms.   Prospectuses  Free  on  Application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECMAM'S 
PILLS 

FOR  Ar.L 

Bilious  and  Nervous  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomach, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and   Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  1/1 J  and.  2/9  each,  with  full 
directions.  The  1/1 J  box  contains 
56  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELEN'S,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious — Economical. 

Cleanses  the  Teeth — Perfumes  the 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  postpaid. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES   OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3^d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
aad  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided.  • 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  ar^  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speciaUy  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3§d. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  '*  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3j.  M.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  6«.  6d.  to 
lOs  ed.  ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10ft.  6in.,  12«.  Gd.  ■  do.,  double  brazed,  lis.  6d.  to  21s.  %d. 

EKELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3iin.,  Is.  9d.  ;  4in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3+in.,  4s.  ; 
tin.,  68. ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  6s.  M. ;  4in.  9s.  6d.  ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2s.  ed. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  sUk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
80  yards,  Id.  ;  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  2s.   Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  Hd. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  bd.  ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  (fee— Ryder's,  2d.  ;  Pennell's,  Hd.  ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  l+d.  each, 
ii.  Bd.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plated,  from  Is.  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Mionows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  8d.  ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.   All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (a. ib^'U)  62,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S. W. 

(CoRRKR  OF  Nike  Elms  Lahk). 
CATALOGUES    POST  FREE. 


X^3ECZ3RZS 


TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  8s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Sf.  DuDstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  LTD., 

HOLBOBN,   rOlfVOlf,  B.C., 

For  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Leading  Lines  for  Present  Season. 


Hickory  Fly  Rod,  3  joints,  2  tops,  snake  rings,  Universal  winch  fittings  bronze 

ferrules,  in  bag,  10,  11  feet,  stained  green   

Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  with  cork  grip,  2  tops,  double  brazed  

Our  Special  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3  joints,  2  tops 

in  hollow  landing  net  handle,  double  brazed,  bronze  ferrules, 
graduated  winch  fittings,  snake  rings  and  cork  grip,  10,  10^,  11  ft. 

Theabooe  Rod  is  made  especMly  for  us  from  the  finest  sea-ioned  icnod,  and  the  best  attention  given 
to  finish  and  workmanship.    Can  be  had  with  lock  joints,  21/6  <i-  23/6. 
If  refiuired  12  feet,  2/-  extra. 

Whole  Cane  Fly  Rods,  superior  quality,  2  greenheart  tops,  cork  grip,  in  division 

bag,  10,-lOi,  11  feet  

If  required  12  feet,  2/-  extra. 

English  Split  Cane  Fly  Rods,  3  joints,  2  tops,  &c.,  hollow  l.inding  h.iudle 

for  tops,  10,  lOi,  11  feet    

The  Carnage  Challenge,  superior  quality.  English-made  Split  Cane 

Fly  Rod,  2  tops  in  hollow  landing  handle,  suction  joints,  cork  grip,  Univer- 
sal winch  fittings,  10,  lOi,  11  feet  


6/6 
13/9 


19/6 


13/6 


20/- 


31/6 


TROUT,  SALMON  AND  CHUB  FLIES. 

Trout  Flies  on  Gut,  at  1/-  per  dozen.   Tied  on  the  New  Perfect  Model  Hook,  1/6  per  dozen. 

Double  Wing  Trout  Flics  on  Eyed  Hooks,  specially  tied  for  us    1/9  „ 

Very  Superior  Salmon  Flies    1/3   1/6  and  1/9  each. 

Finland  Salmon  Flies  with  Weighted  Bodies  for  Heavy  Waters. 

Hercules  Cast,  3  yards.  Fine,  Medium  or  Stout   8d.  each. 

Trout  Casts,  Tapered  :  Fine,  Medium  or  Stout,  2  yards  long    ...      4d.  each.  3/9  per  doz. 


3  yards  long 


6d. 


5/- 


Bronze  Rotary  Check  Reel.    Revolving  I  Ebonite  Rotary  Check  Reel.  Oerman 

Plates.  Silver  Mounts. 

2in.,2/6    2fin.,3/-     3in.,4./6    [3i  in.,  6/- |  2  in.,  5/- 2i  in.,  6/-3  in.,6/9  31  in.,S/- 4in.,  10./- 
Very  Superior  Bronzed  Gun-Metal  Reels,  with  Hammered  Plates,  very  light. 
2  in.,  9/6      21in.,10/6      3  in.,  11/6      3Mn.,  12/6. 


CATALOGUES  NOW  BEADY. 


THE  FISH  INK}  GAZETTE,  JUNE  SI,  1909 


S.  ALLGOGK  &  GO^  Limited, 

Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH."  ■  ■  ■  i_  _  _  —    W  / 

Telephone:  No.  2.  REDDITCH.  ItISI>  j3IfT"C^TT_  WHOT-FSAT.F  ONLV 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  NINETEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Alvarded  the     GRANB  PRIX,  ^^  Paris  Exhibition,  1900-highest  possible  award. 

NOVELTIES  FOR  1902. 


5235  The  "Hercules"  Weed  Gut  Casts. 

4469  Collapsing  Spoon  (Patent). 

4470  Collapsing  Bar  Spoon  (Patent). 

4892  The  "  Standard  "  Fly  Retriever,  in  leather  case. 

4900  Fly  Maker's  Hand  Vice. 

5801  Al  Landing  Handle  or  Gaff  Handle  (Patent). 

3671b  Improved  "Biokerdyke  '  Rod  Rings,  with  revolving  centres. 

5663  The  "Deal"  Pullay  End  Ring,  for  Sea  Rods. 


4996  The  "Kelson"  Salmon  Hooks. 

5655  Perfect  Look  Joint  (Patent). 

5226  Silk  Roach  Line,  waterproofed. 
5226      „    Barbel  „ 

4480  Screw  Tail  Phantoms  (Patent). 

4130  The  "  Wilcocks  "  Sea  Reel. 


TRADE  MARK. 


N2  49  82 
THE  "MODEL  PERFECT  HOOK"  (Patent). 


The  hook  has  been  thoroughly  tested  by  some  of 
the  most  noted  expert  fishermen  in  the  country, 
and  found  to  be  by  far  the  best  hook  yet  invente'd 
for  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  Grayling,  or  coarse  fish  ; 
and  is  so  designed  that  the  whole  strain  is  thrown  on 
the  back._  It  is  slightly  kirbed,  i.e.,  turned  on  one 
side.  It  is  made  from  the  very  best  steel  procurable, 
and  is  forged  and  hammered  at  the  sides  so  that  a 
much  finer  wire  can  be  used  without  any  loss  of 
strength.  _  The  point,  which  is  a  special  feature  in 
this  hook,  is  long  and  very  sharp,  giving  quicker  and 
greater  penetration.  It  has  a  continuous  straight 
pull,  with  no  dull  or  breaking  points,  so  common 
in  both  the  Sneck  and  Limerick  patterns. 


NS499f- 

(Patent.) 


'LEE  MUSSELL  BAIT.' 


"COMBINATION  SPOON  PHANTOM  "  (Geen's  Patent) 
Made  in  8  sizes.    For  Salmon,  Pike,  Bass,  and  Trout. 


S.Allcock  &  CL^rP  Patent 


Patent 
No.  21544 


Devon. 


'^HERCULES"  ^^IIt'eT 
WIRE  GIMP. 

When  Traces  of  great  strength  ate  required  we 
recommend  our  Patent  Wire  Gimp. 

They  possess  the  additional  advantage  of  being  quite 
invisible  to  the  fish,  on  account  of  their  colour  and 
fineness,  and  are  therefore  very  useful  in  clear  water. 

They  are  especially  valuable  for  3[)inning,  Trolling, 
and  Ground  Fishing,  as  they  do  not,  like  Gut,  scour 
themselves  on  Gravelly  botton).s,  and  thereby  lose  their 
strength. 

We  have  now  greatly  improved  the  process  of  manu- 
facture, rendering  it  practically  rustproof,  much  more 
pliable,  and  of  greatei-  strength  and  durability. 

We  strongly  recommend  the  "  Hereules "  Rust- 
pPOOf  Wire  Gimp  for  all  kind.s  oE  Sea  Fishing. 

Bach  Trace  labelled  "Heecoleb.' 

Breaking-  Strain  of  the  Gimp  :— 

No.     5/0      4/0      3/0      2/0       1/0        1  2 

80-lb.  120-lb.  210-lb.  250-lb.  300-lb.  400-lb.  600-lb. 
Yards  i 

bSI^P      27J       22        18        14        10  9 


These  bait  when  spinning  resemble  fish  whose 
bright  colouring,  like  unto  a  Salmon  Fly,  render 
them  very  deadly. 

"  No  angler  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  or  other 
fish  that  takes  a  spinning  bait  will  regret  adding 
this  very  ingenious  and  natural  artificial  to  his 
collection." 

Retail  Prices. 
Small  sizes,  for  Trout  and  Perch,  1/3  ;  large  sizes, 

for  Salmon  and  Pike,  1/6  each. 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Sole  Wholesale  Agents. 


the  "Al  SPINNER"  (Patent). 
The  advantage  of  this  Spinner  over  others 
is  that — 

It  has  a  split  metal  head  which  will  fit 
any  Bait,  and  protect  it  from  being  in- 
jured or  destroyed  by  weeds,  stones,  &c. 
It  has  a  life-like  appearance. 
It  is  impossible  to  throw  the  Bait  off 
when  spinning,  as  the  leaded  wire 
passes  down  it  and  out  at  the  vent. 
At  the  end  of  this  wire  a  loop  is  made, 
and  a  Treble  Hook  attached. 
All  hooks  are  interchangeable,  and  can 
be  altered  at  will  for  any  size  desired. 
The  leaded  wire  can  be  used  straight 
or  bent  to  any  curve. 


•SCREW-TAIL  PHANTOM"  (Patent). 
For  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Pike. 

TANNED  PLAITED 
HEMP  LINE, 

SPECIALLY   MADE    FOR  SEA 
FISHING. 


THE  STANDARD  SILK 
PREPARED  LINE, 

FOR  TROUT,  GRILSE  &  SALMON. 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  and  Grayling,  the  "HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS 

Are  the  strongest  and  best.  They  will  last  at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 
CAUTION.— None  are  genuine  unless  labelled  "Hercules  "  and  our  Trade  Mark  on  Label.     To  be  had  of  all  Tackle  Makers. 


THE  "STANDARD"  YACHTING  OUTFIT. 

Containing  everything  a  Sea  Fisherman  may  want.  Sea 
Lines  for  Cod,  Bass,  Pollack,  Whiting,  Mackerel,  &c. 
Otters,  Spoons,  Flies,  Sand  Eels,  Paternosters,  &c. 
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